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Deutsche Telekom
Laboratories===!"=

Deutsche Telekom Laboratories.
Being a laboratory of Deutsche Telekom and an institute of TU 
Berlin at the same time. 

Deutsche Telekom AG
n Links to customers 

and industry
n Funding 
n Private sector 

management

Technical University 
Berlin
n Scientific community
n Establishment of 

professorships
n Integration into TU 

curriculum
n Attraction of aspiring 

young scientists

Deutsche Telekom 
Laboratories

(„An-Institut“)
„Best of both worlds“
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Deutsche Telekom Laboratories - News4Me. 
The Idea.

Under the project title “News4Me” I am 
presenting a project by Deutsche Telekom 
Laboratories that we perceive as of great 
relevance due to the convergence in media.

Of course the technical structure, the 
content management and the 
personalization play a central role in this 
development. Though we want to dive into 
the topic via the parallel development of a 
different media content.
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Project Idea. 
The meaning of analog media – the LP...and the added value of 
digitalization – MP3.

Do you remember the analog world 
of music…
LP collections with a highly decorative 
value; „static music“; LP shop as a 
meeting point…

… and what became of it in the 
Digital World?
New music is immediately available, 
anywhere and in good quality. Your 
whole music archive now fits into your 
pocket.
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And What About the Future of Classic Print Media?
A promising prospect for News4Me.

“The future of the 
newspaper is digital.”
Springer-CEO Mathias 
Döpfner
Source: Essay for “Die Welt”.

“Printing will not go away, but 
I do not plan to open a single 
new printing plant."
Hubert Burda, CEO of Hubert 
Burda Media Group 
Source: Iinterview with the International 
Herald Tribune.

“Young people don‘t want to 
rely on the morning paper for
their up-to-date information
[…] They want their news on 
demand, when it works for
them.“
Media tycoon Rupert Murdoch
Source: Speech to the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors
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And What About The Future of Analog Newspaper? 
News4Me = Newspaper 2.0! 

* Source: Project ELIN – The electronic newspaper initiative) 

Idea of News4Me = Newspaper 2.0
n ePaper is a personalised, electronic newspaper,
n Supporting the combination of a variety of newspaper subscriptions,  
n Which can be transmitted to mobile units via broadcast, UMTS or other 

transmission technologies,
n Enables up-to-date information wherever you are, 
n The contents and the layout adapt constantly to the way you read.

Why News4Me?*
n Distribution of printed newspapers is costly and limits accessibility
n Often news are already obsolete even before reaching the readers. 
n Consumers are interested in specific topics and articles from range of 

publications. Personal interests can only be fulfilled by purchase of 
several newspapers.

n Specific articles are difficult to save and to archive.
n Consumer adaptation of electronic reading (Web 2.0 trends & features)
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CONTENT PROVIDERS

News4Me – Aggregation Process

Client

News4Me System Content Delivery

Content  Provider Content  Provider Content  Provider

News4me System Aggregator
News4Me System Content ManagerNews4Me System

illustrative
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News4Me  System Content Delivery

News4Me – Personalization Process

Personalization

Sports Fan Business Man Entertainment

CONTENT PROVIDERSContent  Provider Content  Provider Content  Provider

System Aggregator
System Content ManagerNews4Me System

Customer Customer Customer

illustrative
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Use Case and Benefits.
Unique reading and entertainment experience by ePaper.

General User Benefits

§ Immediate transmission of up-to date news via push or pull modus.
§ Providing diverse services like multimedia contents, search and browsing opportunities and 

storage capacity.
§ Exchange of profiles in your community
§ Time gain: No more searching and surfing. One site for multiple interests.

§ Immediate transmission.
After setting up your News4Me and 
registering to the content providers of your 
choice, the articles will be transmitted 
immediately to device.
§ Personalized content.

By tracking the users interactions, 
the device will provide a personalized 
interface, which e.g. displays the preferred 
content first.
§ Intelligent  News4Me.

Your News4Me application supports profile 
sharing in communities. It also  provides you 
with search and browsing services.
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News4Me Benefits. 
News4Me – unique features and challenges

Unique features
§ The newspaper look & feel will be kept
§ Interaction with content is possible (e.g. link to 

other articles concerning the topic, marking, 
saving, forwarding of articles)
§ One-time configuration and intelligent
§ Interactive content

Always and everywhere
§ News4Me, the digital and personalized newspaper can be read anywhere
§ You can create your own paper from different sources
§ It is always up-to-date

Goals
§ Delivery of personalized content to mobile devices
§ Development of unique filtering and personalization methods

§ Creation of a intuitively usable client
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News4Me – Digital News? For Whom?  
A short view at market.

The core target group of newsreaders is similar to the one of modern 
communication and new technology!

Therefore a high level of 
acceptance should be 
given. 

When aiming at target 
groups with a high level 
education and income the 
possibility of a fast market 
success is realistic.

Target group – newspaper readers in Germany 2007
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Use Case and Benefits – Content Provider Perspective. 
Traditional newspapers can profit from ePaper. 

1:1 Transmission of traditional Newspaper Contents to ePaper

§ Up-to-date awareness of latest business news from a wide variety of sources.
§ Optional value-added services (e.g. archiving, printing, travel guides, eBooks, comics, etc).
§ Additional ways for advertisements
§ Saving costs for distribution and printing.
§ Direct targeting towards special interest groups

§ Content provider.
Publishing houses who are interested to join this 
platform for content exchange are enabled to 
provide their contents/newspapers after 
registration.
§ News4Me customer.

User needs to register and pay a fee on the platform 
to choose contents he wants to receive on his 
News4Me device.
§ 1:1 transmission.

After subscribing and configuration the content will 
be immediately 1:1 delivered to the user’s ePaper. 

ePaper Service/Portal

(Traditional) Publishing Houses

ePaper Users

Providing content

1:1 transmission

Content Provider Benefits
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Technology Overview of the News4Me System.
Due to modular development of the components  deployment to 
other existing systems and services is easily possible. 

Clients

Publisher X

Publisher Y

Daily Newspaper

DTAG

Push

Pull

Personalized 
Services

Content Filtering Delivery 
Platform       

Distribution 
Channels

Broadcast

Fixed

Mobile
Content 

adaptation

Filtering

Semantic 

Collaborative
Personalization

The system itself contains of six core modules: Content Manager, Personalization, 
Content Adaptation, Content Delivery, Systems Management, and the client mobile 
device application (Client System).



Overview of News4Me Devices.
Evolution of News4Me devices.

*Source: ifra.com, 2007
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Wrap Up.

n Use of existing infrastructure and capacity to distribute the 
content via mobile networks.

n Enable customized, personalized mobile information services 
based on high-quality content. 

n Enable extended premium services and new value-added 
services on existing content management systems and 
distribution channels -- integration of News4Me components 
like the personalization, filtering modules and content 
adaptation for mobile devices into existing applications.

n News4Me system is expandable, e.g. with user-generated 
content, additional content formats, e.g. NewsML, RSS feeds, 
or additional filtering methods for personalization.
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Thanks for your attention!

Kontakt
Katja.Henke@telekom.de


