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Multi-Column Search
Search Across Multiple Columns Interactively, Collectively and Simultaneously

Queries May Be:  Intra-Book; Inter-Book; Cross-Library; Full-Text; Word-Book Index; SQL
Example Inter-Book Search Criteria
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Multi-Column Search

Example Intra-Book Search Criteria
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Multi-Column Search

Example Regular Expressions for Search Criteria

I.C. = “Ignore Case”
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Multi-Column Search

Example “Final Filters” for  Search Criteria

Saved filters that use Custom Columns that are unique to the current library will disappear in other libraries. 

Do not use single or double quotes in the Values.
Do not use semicolons in the Values.  If you do,
the Final Filters will be disregarded...all of them.

Values
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Multi-Column Search

Example “Special Query”
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Multi-Column Search
Example “SQL Query”
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Multi-Column Search

Example “TXT Query”
Full-Text Searches of TXT Formats
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Multi-Column Search
“Word Queries” Using a Word-Book Index

Fast Searches for Words or Word Patterns
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Multi-Column Search

Apply Compatible Value Changes to a Target Custom Column 
for Books both Currently 'Marked' in the Search Results and Currently 'Selected'

Post-Search Actions
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Multi-Column Search

Column Lookup/Search Name(s) Comments

Custom Columns           
  

If Datetime CC, Search Text Format must be: YYYY or YYYY-MM 

or YYYY-MM-DD. Only the first 10 characters are used.  Blank is 

okay for  any CC (text, comments, integer, float, datetime).

Authors authors (but 'author' will work too)

Title title

Series series Does not include the Series Index.  Just the Series Name.

Tags tags

Publisher publisher

Comments comments

Published Date pubdate (but 'published' will work too) Search Text Format you must use:  YYYY-MM.  Blank is okay.

Path path Example:  Larry Niven/Fallen Angels (3325)

General Comments and Caveats

• If you make nonsensical comparisons, nothing will happen other than your search results will be empty.

• Don't compare numerics to text.  The integer 9 is not the same as  a textual 9.  For example, comparing 
#author_book_count (a tag-like column) to #abc_numeric (an integer column) for equality will return False.  

• Calibre stores all Paths using “/”, regardless of your operating system.

• Comments may be in HTML, so if you search for a “1” in the Comments, you may get a result even if the text 
has no “1” in it, but the HTML tags do.

• If you specify that the Search Text is Text (not a Lookup/Search Name), and you leave the field empty, it will 
be treated as an empty string (i.e., “”) for text, a 0 for integers, 0.00 for floats, and “0000-00-00” for dates.

• “NOT does not contain” normally gives the same results as “AND contains”. Ditto for “NOT =” & “AND <>”.  

• MCS will validate invalid criteria, and fix what it can.  The Calibre status message will state so.

• Cross-Library Search Results do not show Comments because of their length.

(any #…..)

“Search Criteria” Tab - Comments
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Multi-Column Search

Example of an 'Inter-Book' Search Query
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Multi-Column Search

Search Results After Executing “Search Another Calibre Library: All Books”

• Optimize, Deoptimize and Save refer to the current column widths.   
• Search Results can be copied to the system Clipboard as tab-delimited text for 

pasting "special" into a spreadsheet or normal pasting into any text document.
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Multi-Column Search
Example: Transform Functions
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Multi-Column Search

Example: Fuzzy Equality – Token Sort Ratio

Notice that the same 2 columns, Title and Original Title, have MCS search rules.  The 
left rule matches on '='.  The right rule matches on '<>'.  How?  The Fuzzy Equality 
Compare function used in the left rule makes the truly 'unequal' Title and Original 
Title values 'equal' because they 'passed' the Token Sort Ratio comparison.
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Multi-Column Search
Example: Fuzzy Equality – Token Set Ratio
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Multi-Column Search

Example: Cross-Library Use of Fuzzy Equality  Functions


