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Dedication


This book is dedicated to God for the enriching and edifying of his people and to encourage them to go out and serve him by answering the greatest and most wonderous call of all: To bring the Gospel to every nation.


Author's Note


All proceeds from this book will be given to missions.  If you received this book for free, or you wish to help this missionary effort continue, please consider donating to the author.  Information on how to do this is available at his website: www.realmsofimagination.net.  Thank you and God Bless.



Introduction


Have you ever wanted to be a missionary?  To leave the warm comfort of your home and travel around the world, seeing other lands, meeting new people, and sharing the Gospel of Christ with them?  Would you be shocked to know that you already are one?  Most Christians don't realize that.  They think that missionaries are a special group of people who go to other countries all around the world to win souls to Christ.  But they're not.


Those that do leave the comforts of home and travel to other nations are only a tiny portion of all the missionaries in this world.  In this booklet I hope to introduce you to The Great Commission that Christ has given to all of us through His own words, and the steps necessary to prepare yourself to answer that call.  After that it is up to you to answer that call, and "go into all the world, and preach the gospel" (Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15) as Christ has commanded.*



The Basics - Salvation


In today's modern world there is are a rather sad, frustrating set of trends occurring in the Christian Church.  The first is Laodiceanism.  In other words, the "lukewarm church."





Rev 3:14-22 -  “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 





Essentially these are people who claim to be Christians, but do not live the life, or if they do, it's a very shallow living.  Sort of like picking cherries.  They pick and chose what they want to follow and leave the rest behind, choosing to be holy in some things, but carnal in others.  God doesn't like this.  He has threatened to "spew them out" (ie, cast them away from Himself) if they do not repent and turn from their carnal ways and turn back to God.


The second major trend is called "legalism"; the observance and practice of Christian rules, traditions and values without having true salvation in Christ.





Matthew 23:27 - "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead [men's] bones, and of all uncleanness."





In other words, they dressed the part, but inwardly they were spiritually dead.  There are many people in today's church, "Churchians" as I call them, who are exactly that; spiritually dead and seeking to reach heaven by their own works rather than by the one and only way: Faith in Jesus Christ.  True Christianity is a relationship with Jesus, God's son and Savior of the world.  Without Him, everything else is simply religion.


Now you might ask, "But isn't Christianity considered a religion?"  By proper definition, no.  Religion is man's attempt to reach God by his own means.  However, there is only one way to heaven, and that's through belief in Jesus and His death on the cross for you and me.  Let me show you a few verses to explain what I mean, and in the process I would like you to take a long, hard look at your own life and beliefs, and ask yourself, "Am I truly saved?"


If you can read this and say without a doubt, "I am saved", then you have nothing to fear.  But if not, then this is something you need to take care of first before you do anything else.





Romans 3:23: for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.


 


 Point blank and without reservation, that verse says we're all sinners.  Every single one of us.  We're born as sinners, and we spend our entire lives in sin.  No amount of self righteousness can change that.  If anything, it makes it worse.  So ask yourself this.  Have you ever lied?  I'm not talking about big fat lies.  I'm talking about any kind of lie, even the teeny tiniest white lie.  A lie is a lie and a sin, no matter what 'size' we place on it.


 


 James 2:10: For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one [point], he is guilty of all.


 


 All sins carry the same weight with God.  So by committing even one teeny tiny, itty bitty sin, you're officially brought down to the same spiritual level as some of history's most evil men, such as the likes of Adolf Hitler and Stalin.  To think yourself to be spiritually better than anyone else is wrong, because every sinner is equal in God's eyes.  Every one of us has sinned, and therefore we are all guilty, no matter who we are.


 


 Revelation 20:13-15 -  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 


 


 Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.


 


 The Bible states it clearly.  We sin, we die.  Period.  It doesn't matter how great or small we are, who we might be, how much money we may have, or anything.  There is no dividing line in God's word, no social classes or nationalities.  If we sin, we earn the penalty of death.  It's no different than if we commit a crime.  If you were to rob a store, what would happen to you?  Well, you'd go to jail.


So if we expect a criminal to be punished for what they've done, how can we not expect God to do the same when we sin?  We can't, and he won't.  That means since we've sinned, we are guilty and deserving of punishment.  And, that punishment is death.  Eternal death.  Burning in Hell forever.


However, take note of the latter part of the verse where it says "but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord."  Doesn't that give you at least a little reason to cheer?  Yes, we've sinned. and deserve to die as punishment for what we've done, and yet God gave us a way out; a "get out of jail" card if you will, through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross.





Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: That while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.





Isn't that fabulous news!?  God loves us so much that, even though we've sinned, He allowed His only Son to be sacrificed so that we might be saved!  If any of you who are reading this have kids, I'm certain you know how hard it is to release them into today's scary world.  You just want to hold them tight, watch over them, and protect them from all harm.


But if you had the chance to save someone, possibly even millions or billions of people, would you be willing to sacrifice the life of your own child to do it?  I believe the answer of almost every parent would be no.  And yet God did.  What should that say to us about how much he loves us?  What God gave you is an incredible expression of love.  Unconditional love.  Love without boundaries, limits or stipulations.  Agape love as the Greeks call it.


God loved you so much that He provided you with a way to be saved.  Would you turn away from something so incredibly wonderful?  Would you say no to what God has done for you?  God loves you so much that he made a way for your sins to be forgiven, and for you to be reconciled to him.  And he did it in a way that proved without a doubt his love for you.





Romans 10:9-10: That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.





As the verse says, salvation is simple.  Almost too simple as many people believe.  They take their works based mentality that "I have to earn my way to heaven" and try to apply it to salvation through Jesus.  They say, "It can't be that simple!"  And yet it is.  All it takes is to genuinely believe in your heart and repent (turn away) from your sins, confess with your mouth that which you believe, and accept the gift he has given you, and you will be saved.  There is no guessing, and there is no doubt.  If you truly believe, and you repent of your sins, you accept what Jesus did for you on the cross, and you put your trust in Him, you will be saved.


Now if you can read these words with joy, and know without a doubt that you are already saved, I praise God for you!  But if you cannot, and God is calling out to you, beckoning you to come to Him, will you reject His gift, and His calling?  Will you remain in your sins, covered by your nicely tailored suits, or your beautiful dresses?  Salvation doesn't come by inheritance, nor does it come by association.  It doesn't matter what church you attend, what denomination you belong to, or whether your parents believed.  God has no grandchildren.  Only children.  Every person must make the decision to accept Christ on their own.


God loves you, and He wants to hold you, but your sin separates you from Him.  God is holy and without fault, and He cannot look upon sin.  But He still loves you, regardless of what you've done.  He created you.  You are His child, and He wants to start a relationship with you today.  Will you surrender your pride and sin, and accept His gift of salvation, and eternal life?  If your answer is yes, then read on.


Salvation is a gift, and just like any gift, it must be accepted before it can become yours.  So how do you accept this gift?  Simple.  In your own words, pray now and admit to Jesus that you are a sinner, that you believe that He died and rose again for your sins, and that you accept His gift of eternal life.


If you've already done that at some time in the past, then this exploration of salvation has merely been a confirmation of your belief.  But if you were not a believer before, and have just prayed and believed today, then praise God, and welcome to the family!  The next thing to do now is to step out in faith, prepare yourself, and then move forward to serve God as He has commanded each of us to do.


If you find yourself as a new believer, it is a good idea to take some time with your pastor, one of the elders, or even a senior Christian, and using the Bible as your guide, grow in your new found faith, and prepare yourself for the work that God has waiting for you.  But if you're already a believer, then this book will become your guide to preparing yourself for missions work, wherever that may be.





Points for reflection:
	
		Was my confession of faith genuine and from the heart, or was it just words?

		When and where did I get saved?

		Do I go to church regularly?

		Do I read my bible daily?

		Do I engage in devotions every day?

		Do I pray and talk with God regularly?

		Am I confessing my sins to God and ask his forgiveness on a regular basis?

		Am I growing in my relationship with God?

	




The Great Commission


As Christians there are a great many things we are called to do, such as living a sinless life, being kind to others, giving, serving, and more.  But the greatest of these are to witness and to disciple others (ie, teach and grow new Christians in their faith), which is what missionary work is.  It is reaching out to others with the Gospel of Christ.  In Matthew 28:19 and Mark 16:15 Jesus commands us to "go into all the world and preach the Gospel."  He also says that this is a task we must do today.  This wasn't something reserved just for the disciples.  This is for everyone throughout time.





Matthew 28:20b - and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto the end of the world.





In other words, witnessing and missionary work was not just for the disciples.  It's for everyone for all time!  Until Jesus returns, we're to keep spreading the word to all the world.  The Great Commission is one of the last commandments that Jesus gave His disciples, and ultimately all Christians for all time just before His ascension, but after His resurrection.  The interesting part of this is, when Jesus gave them this command, they went right out and did it!  Mark 16:20 and the entire book of Acts bares this out, and to some lesser degree so does the rest of the Bible.


It also tells how this was a job for everyone, and not just the ministers, as some would believe.  Yes, it's the job of every Christian minister and pastor in the world to witness to everyone they meet.  But as believers it's also our job as well!  Just because you're not a minister doesn't excuse you from the task.  And neither does previous failures.





Acts 13:13 - Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. 





John Mark, a relative of Barnebas, went out with Paul and Barnabas, but eventually gave up on the missionary journey and returned to Jerusalem.  He stumbled and fell on his first attempt missions work, as quite a few people do.  However, he eventually came around, matured a bit more, and went back out into the mission field again better than before.  In fact, according to many theologians, he is the author of the book of Mark.  Given just that fact alone it is clearly apparent that, despite his initial failure, he got back up and finished well.





Acts 15:39b - and so Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus;





2 Timothy 4:11 - Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 





As you can see, despite his bad start, he ended well.  So even if you've stumbled, maybe even outright failed, get back in the game!  We all stumble and fall from time to time.  In fact, I've had more than my fair share of failures since my salvation.  So just because you've made mistakes in the past or failed to do the things that God has asked of you, don't think that you can't get back up and try again!


Because so long as you're alive, every second of every day is another opportunity to witness to others and lead people to Christ.  So stand up, walk forward, and go out into whatever big or little piece of the world God has given you as your mission field, be it at home or abroad!





Points for reflection:
	
		Have I told others about Jesus? (ie, witnessing)

		Is your lifestyle a witness to your faith?

		Your life should always be a witness to others.
 
	




Be A Member


In order to be a proper missionary you first need to prepare for the work God has set before you.  One of those requirements is to be a member of a local assembly.  But to be a member, you first have to be a reliable,





Hebrews 10:25 - "...not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the Day approaching."





So the first step to being a member is to be a reliable, regular attender, going as often, and whenever the doors are open.  Membership is, in its simplest form, a measure of your faith and Christian maturity.  If you can't be counted on to be at church regularly, then how can you be trusted with the greater responsibilities that come with being a member?


It's like saying you want to run a marathon, but you're not willing to get off the couch and train.  That's why membership is so important in missionary work, regardless if it's foreign or domestic in nature.  Membership also validates your Christian maturity.  Immature Christians don't become members of a church.  They're welcome to be attenders and to learn through the pastor's sermons, group bible studies, counseling, mentoring, and numerous other ways.  Membership is also useful for choosing leaders and elders (sometimes referred to as "bishops") within the church.





1 Timothy 3 - This is a true saying, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach; Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?)  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover he must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.  Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found blameless. Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly: But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.





Essentially you must be a firm, proven believer to be a member, and ultimately a missionary.  God can still use you if you're not.  But it goes a long ways towards showing your Christian maturity.  So if you're not a member, and have not been asked to join, push yourself, grow in your faith, and when the time is right, member in your local assembly.  If it's important enough that God put it in his word, then it's important enough for you to do.





Luke 16:10 - He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.





This is another reason that being a member is so important.  Because if God, and the members of your church can trust you in a little, then both can trust you in a lot.  Because your actions will always be the same, no matter how much of anything you have, or don't have.  Money is a good example of this.  If you can be faithful with ten dollars, then you will be faithful with a hundred or a thousand, or tens of thousands.  But to prove that you can be trusted, you first have to be involved in your local church, attend regularly, and serve the Lord with your entire heart, soul and mind.








Points for reflection:
	
	 	Am I a member of a church? 

	 	If not, have I tried to become one? 

	 	If I have tried, but haven't succeeded, what do I still need to do?  Is it something I need to change in my life, or surrender to God? 

	 	Has God led you to the area or congregation he wants you to be a member? 

	






Live the Christian Life


Missionary work isn't always about verbally witnessing to others.  Sometimes we say more about Jesus through our actions than through our words.  Take 1 Cor 10:31 for example.





"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." - 1 Cor 10:31


 


 Put plainly, this means that whatever you do, every minute of every day, do it to the glory of God.  That doesn't leave much room for interpretation.  If it's not something that will bring glory to God, you shouldn't really be doing it.  Now I'm not saying that you have to give up everything and become a monk.  What I'm saying is, take a very close look at everything you do in your daily life, and one by one ask God, "Is what I'm doing for your glory?"


 If it's not, then it's probably a good idea to either stop doing it, or change how you do it so that it does bring glory to God.  This can be everything from deep, dark sins like lying and stealing, to simple things like what you say to others.  This simple change in your life will in and of itself be a powerful witness to others.


 So if you want them to see Christ, you have to live with Him shining out of everything in your life, no matter how big or small it is.  Because if our actions don't match up to our words, then nothing we say will mean anything, and all of our words will be in vain.





Points for reflection:
	
		What besetting sins are there in my life? 

		What things do I need to change? 

		Have I confessed all of my known sins? 

		Have I asked God to show me the sins that I don't know about? 

		What must I change to rid these sins from my life? 

		Are you open for change? 

		Am I a good example of Christ to those around me? 

		Does my life bring glory to God in all that I do? 

	






Service


Serving the Lord can come in many different forms.  It may be something as grand as singing in the choir, or as lowly as scrubbing the floors at a homeless shelter.  But regardless of what you do, service to the Lord is important, and a key part of your missionary work.  As I stated earlier, our actions speak louder than our words.  This applies also to Christian service.


We are to serve both in the church in whatever capacity God asks of us, and in the world wherever He calls us to go.  We may also be called to sacrifice for others by giving some we have to someone in need, be it food, or money, or even our time and talents.  The simplest way to put this is, have a servant's heart.





"Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain." - 1 Corinthians 15:58





"Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people," - Ephesians 6:7





 "Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us." - 1 Peter 2:11-12





 "Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." - Matthew 20:26-28





Christ came to serve and to set an example to us for what we must do.  So therefore we should follow His example and serve others willingly and with joy!





Points for reflection:
	
		What am I doing to serve the Lord? 

		What more can I do to increase my service to the Lord? 

		What things am I doing that hinder my work for the Lord? 

		Am I doing God's work, or am I doing my own thing? 

		Does what I'm doing benefit the Lord in any way? 

		Can what I do for a living, or a hobby, benefit the Lord? 

	






Be Trained


A proper missionary is a well trained missionary.  Even if your mission field is domestic, training is extremely important.  You don't necessarily need to spend time in Bible college, even though that tends to be extremely helpful to many people, but you do need to be trained.  This can come in a variety of forms, including small group studies, larger church bible studies, Sunday school, mentoring, and much more.


Even professionally assembled bible studies, self study courses and daily devotionals can help you grow a lot in your understanding of the bible.  But regardless of what method you use, training is important.  Doing the Lord's work unprepared will tend to do more harm than good.  As God has said, always be ready to give an account for the faith that is within you.





"...Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect," - 1 Peter 3:15





Being trained helps you do that.  Just be sure that when you do get your training that it's from a reputable source, as there are a lot of teaching materials out there with very heretical and anti-biblical information in it that will do more to hurt your faith than help you.





Points for reflection:  	What training do I need to receive to better serve the Lord?










Know Your Spiritual Gifts


Did you know that every believer is given a special set of spiritual gifts when they're saved?





"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led.  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.  There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  


And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills." - 1 Corinthians 12:1-12





These are unique abilities that are designed to help you in your work for Christ.  Everyone has different spiritual gifts.  Knowing what those are will help you greatly improve your service to the Lord.  Knowing what they are will allow you to take advantage of the benefits they will bring to your faith, and most especially your work.


So how do you find out which gifts you have?  The simplest way is to take a test.  Be careful though.  Not all tests are created equal.  Some are intentionally misleading or include gifts that don't really exist, or fall within the category of "Talents".  While talents are useful to aid in the application of your spiritual gifts, they are a physical gift, and are given to each person at their birth, whereas spiritual gifts are given when you are saved.


So be sure that if you get a test, it's from a reputable source as there are plenty out there that are really way out there, or biblically incorrect.  One source I recommend for you to use is the "Breakthru Spiritual Gifts Diagnostic Inventory" available through Lead Consulting.  You can either go to their website (http://www.leadconsulting-usa.com/) or contact them by mail at the following address:





Lead Consulting


PO Box 32026


Raleigh, NC 27622


919-783-0354


Fax 919-870-0301





Once you have your test, fill out the answers to the best of your ability, being completely honest with your answers.  When you're done, find out what gifts God has given you.  Some people will discover that they only have one or two, whereas others might have as many as six or seven.


But nobody will ever have them all, which is good, because even making full and proper use of just two spiritual gifts is hard work.  But regardless which gifts you have, always remember one very important thing: Your spiritual gifts are there to help you serve God, not yourself.  So when taking one of these tests, be honest, and let God show you what gifts He's given you.  Then, once you know what they are, use them to the fullest.  But also be busy and listen to what others say about you.  A test is good for determining your gifts, but so is the practical application of all your abilities.





Points for reflection:
	
		What are my spiritual gifts?

		How am I using them to give glory to God?
 
	








Witnessing





One of the most important parts of the great commission is witnessing.  As mentioned before, Matthew 28:19, Mark 16:15 instructs all Christians to "go into all the world, and preach the gospel".  So far in this booklet we've covered the "go" part fairly thoroughly, outlining all the steps necessary to prepare yourself, ensure your salvation, live the life, and much more.


But now we're down to the most important part, and the entire reason and purpose of the great commission; to preach the Gospel to everyone.  God once reached out to you when you were still lost in your sins, and through the sacrifice of His Son, He saved you.  But God brought this to you through the witness of others, both in words and actions.


If God hadn't called you and then either sent another Christian to you to tell you the way to salvation, or had them produce a pamphlet, print a bible, create and print a tract or provided some other means by which you found Jesus, you would still be lost in your sins, and you likely wouldn't be reading this pamphlet now.


When Jesus was leaving for heaven, he gave us the Great Commission.  We are now His hands, His feet, and His mouth.  We must continue the work He started.  Witnessing and sharing the truth of Jesus with others is the ultimate task we must undertake.  Without Jesus, the world is lost.  But if we don't tell others about Him, how will they know?  So what do you do if you don't know how to witness?


Well, the simplest answer to that is to learn how.  Find someone else who knows how to witness and learn from them.  There is also a lot of excellent resources out there on witnessing.  The Romans Road is one of the most popular, and there are numerous versions of it that you can use.  You can even use bible tracts if you want.


You're also welcome to use the outline for salvation I gave in the very first section of this booklet as it uses a version of the Roman's Road witnessing plan.  But whatever you use, be sure you witness, because if you don't, you're not doing your job as a missionary, and people will end up going to hell because you didn't tell them about Jesus.





Points for reflection:
	
		Am I witnessing to others in the way I live my life? 

		Who have I witnessed to lately? 

		Has my faith/lifestyle made a difference for someone else? 

		Am I sharing Jesus with at least one person each week? 

	







Trials and Persecution





One of the things that Christians know all too well, and would prefer to avoid, is trials and persecution.  It's a fact of life for believers.  No matter what you do, even if you're a lukewarm Christian, you will be persecuted, and you will endure trials.  The more you do for God, the more will come.  But as Paul once said,





"Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds." - James 1:2





Trials are part of the Christian life, and regardless of what we do to avoid them, they will come.  Persecution is the same way.  However, the intensity of persecution we receive is directly proportional to how strongly we're living for God.  The more we live for Him and stand up for what's right, the more we will be persecuted.


But when it comes to either of them, as Paul said, we should be joyful and thank God for them.  Trials, while undesirable, and difficult to endure, do provide a positive benefit in our lives, by helping us grow in our walk with Christ.  He doesn't want us to stay where we are, so He allows trials to come into our lives to encourage us to grow.


Persecution on the other hand often acts as a meter of success in our lives.  If we're living for God and doing what's right, we'll be persecuted.  Now there might be long periods in which we have little or no persecution, but ultimately at some point it will come.  However, there are many Christians today who would prefer to avoid persecution and trials all together.  But you need not fear either of them, for God is with you, and he will supply all your needs.





"But my God shall supply all your needs according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus." - Philippians 4:19





Yes, you may lose a few things (or even a lot) if you live all out for Christ, but you will never be without your daily needs.  He may not provide your "wants", but He will always provide just what you need just when you need it.  Not before, and not after, but right when you need it.  But even so, never take that fact for granted.  Always ask for God to provide your needs, and then believe with all your heart that he will.  Even Jesus said as much when He gave His sermon on the mount.





"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you." - Matthew 7:7





So ask God for all your daily needs, pray for strength as trials and persecutions come upon you, grow in faith, love and kindness, and serve God with everything you have every day.  In essence, live a full throttle life for God, and His love for you will overflow.  So remember, give all to God and he will bless you beyond your wildest dreams.





Points for reflection:
	
		How much do I trust the Lord to provide my needs? 

		Does the world see me as one of their own, or do they see Christ lived through me? 

		If I am persecuted, is it for my faith in Christ, or for my sin? 

		If I am in a growing situation, am I learning to follow God's directions. 

		Are you learning things God is teaching you, or are you going your own way? 

		Am I relying on God through my trials and persecutions, or am I relying on myself? 

	







Where's Your Mission Field?


One of the greatest attributes of God is that He knows everything.  That even includes everything there is to know about you and me.  He knows every one of our strengths, our weaknesses, our talents and abilities, and much more.  Everything about us is known to God.  He also knows where we are best able to serve and sends us forth into those places, but only if we're willing to go, and only if we're ready.


He won't send us if we still need to grow.  That doesn't mean we shouldn't be working constantly now, while we're still here, because what we learn here will help us later as we serve him elsewhere.  Plus, what we do here now will help others around us who need our help.  It will also teach us how to submit one to another as God has said.





Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. - Ephesians 5:21





So we should serve one another in much the same way that God expects us to serve him.  This is something you should be doing while you're waiting for God to reveal to you where your mission field is.  In time God will reveal it, so don't dwell on it as it'll hurt your productivity for God.  Serve Him now, where you are, and in time he will reveal what His plans are for you, including your mission field.  For all you know, you may discover that you're already "planted" where God wants you.


I use the term "planted" as it's both popular, and a biblically accurate way of describing how God sets you down in a particular location so that you can undertake the specific ministry he has planned for you.  The term originates from the parable of the sower (Matthew 13:3-23; Mark 4:2-20; Luke 8:4-15) where Christ talks about how the gospel takes root in someone's heart and brings forth much fruit (Matt 13:23) which is essentially what you are doing when you are working in the place God "plants" you.  So how do you determine where your mission field is?


That's a hard question to answer, as it's unique to each person.  But there are steps that you can take to help you determine this.  The very first step you need to take for this, and everything in your life, is to pray.  You can't know God's will if you don't talk to Him daily and ask what He wants of you.  Luke 11:9 bares this out.





"Ask and it shall be given unto you.  Seek and ye shall find.  Knock and the door will be opened unto you."  - Luke 11:9





Prayer is one of the greatest tools in the Christian arsenal for getting things done.  Jesus talked often with His Father while on earth during His ministry.  He set the example for us.  So did many of the great saints of the bible as they prayed early and often, and regularly talked with God.  Jesus even prayed to God while hanging on the cross!  Pray is essential to anything you do!


Second, read your bible.  It might surprise you that God has a way of telling you the answers you seek right in the very pages of the book He gave you for your instruction.  Third, be open to God's leading.  Don't go to God with preconceived notions, and most especially with any demands, and then expect him to snap to and do what you tell him.  He is not your servant, nor your slave.


He is God!  Can the creation argue with the creator, or order Him to do anything He doesn't wish to?  No, it can't.  Isaiah 45:9 and James 4:3 both talk about this.





"When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures." - James 4:3





"Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, those who are nothing but potsherds among the potsherds on the ground.  Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’  Does your work say, ‘The potter has no hands’?" - Isaiah 45:9





 So if you're not getting a clear answer, or you're not getting what you ask for (in this case that's finding out where God wants you to serve him) then you're likely asking for selfish or wrong reasons.  This is one of the things I ended up doing when trying to find out where God wanted me to serve.  For years I was a huge fan of Japanese Anime (cartoons) and Manga (comic books).


 I loved the Japanese culture, their country and more.  I still do in many respects.  This made me want to go there as a missionary.  So when I began talking to God about doing missionary work, I more or less "told" him where I wanted to go, rather than "asking" Him where He wanted me to go.  Needless to say, I didn't what I wanted.


 Another strike against me at the time was that I too believed that missionary work was only done overseas in other countries.  That did a lot to color my thinking when I asked God where he wanted me to serve.  As such, I was closed to what He really wanted, and thus spent nearly six years banging my head against one closed door after another, ultimately getting nowhere.


 The longer this went on, the more frustrated I became.  One day I finally threw up my hands, and said, "God, why won't you let me go to the mission field!?" to which He replied, "Because you're already there."  His answer stunned me, both in its simplicity, and its candor.  Now obviously he didn't speak to me audibly, but that was the message he placed on my heart through many days of prayer and bible study.


 Before that I had spent nearly six years trying to get to somewhere that I already was.  To say that I was a bit chagrined by this revelation would be an epic understatement.  It was also at that point that I realized, had I truly been open to His will in the first place, I would have seen that I was already where He wanted me to be.  My mission field was here, at home, in my own town.


 It wasn't some big, fancy, traditional mission field that so many Christians dream about serving in.  But it was still a mission field, and the place I had longed to be in.  My mother's mission field is close to home as well.  Now that doesn't mean that domestic missions is for everyone in the same way that foreign missions aren't for everyone either.  God has a specific place for every Christian, be it here, across the country, or even halfway around the world.


 So to summarize everything, when determining where God wants you, begin with prayer, then read your bible, and through all of this, always be open and willing to go where God sends you.  When you're done, you may be surprised to find that He's already put you in the place where He wants you.  And if not, then it's your job to answer his call to go wherever he has sent you.


 Once you know for certain where you are to serve, knuckle down and get to work.  Also, don't be afraid if God moves you around.  Not every mission field is long term.  In fact, most are fairly short in their duration, and some of them can be rather small, even as tiny as one single person.  But regardless where God sends you, be open to his calling, and then go and serve him there with all of your heart, soul and mind.  The rewards you will reap from your simple obedience to this call are beyond words.





Points for reflection:
	
		Where is my mission field? 

		Am I in my mission field? 

		If I'm not in my mission field, where does God want me to go? 

		If I won't go, why?  What is preventing me from answering God's calling? 

		Always remember to witness wherever you are.

	
 






Now Go And Serve


Well, that's the nuts and bolts of the Great Commission.  I am hopeful that this small treatise on missionary work has opened your eyes to one of the greatest callings in the bible, which is also one of the most ignored as well.  As Christians we have a responsibility to answer God's call and do his will in all things.  We can't pick and choose what laws, callings or commandments we will answer.


We are required to answer them all, this one most importantly above nearly everything else.  God has equipped you to serve him, given you a mission field and is calling you to go out and serve him.  So serve God with all your heart, soul, mind and body, and win souls to Christ.  Now go with God's blessing.  Amen.




Footnotes


 * The verses used in this booklet were taken from the KJV©, NKJV©, NIV©, and NASB© translations.
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