Caliber – Making a .BIB bibliography

Purpose
If you are using calibre, you likely have come to appreciate the usefulness of electronic literature. Since calibre has a document’s metadata available, it is very simple to generate a BibTex bibliography. The purpose of this tutorial is to show users how to generate a BibTex bibliography using content within their calibre library.

Recommended
While users are able to enjoy this feature if they have a small library, they will benefit most when more than three items are selected to generate a .BIB file. 

1. Complete meta-data for the works that are to be used.

2. Use 3 or more works if the user has a large library.

3. Python 2.x must be installed.

The first requirement ensures that the most complete information will be added to the .BIB file. For example, a document that does not have a release date may be questioned when used in research. By ensuring that all the relevant details are present within calibre, the bibliography will be credible.

The second requirement is a bit strange. Due to the nature of calibre if you are selecting less than 3 books, your whole library will be added to the bibliography. The reason is that we are forming a selective catalog. When less than three books are selected, the entire library is catalogued rather than just one or two books. For more information regarding calibre’s catalog feature, please visit the catalog

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmanual.calibre-ebook.com%2Fgui.html%23id19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNw6t275_uChDuZ2d9397z85gfMA" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmanual.calibre-ebook.com%2Fgui.html%23id19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNw6t275_uChDuZ2d9397z85gfMA"GUI

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmanual.calibre-ebook.com%2Fgui.html%23id19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNw6t275_uChDuZ2d9397z85gfMA" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmanual.calibre-ebook.com%2Fgui.html%23id19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFNw6t275_uChDuZ2d9397z85gfMA"page. 


Lastly, it is important that Python 2.x is installed. Since calibre is not compatible with Python 3.0 and there is limited support for older versions of python, it is recommended that Python 2.6 or 2.7 be installed. This step is important for Windows users, since Python is not installed by default. Please refer to procedure

HYPERLINK "http://diveintopython.org/installing_python/windows.html" 1.2 

HYPERLINK "http://diveintopython.org/installing_python/windows.html"option

HYPERLINK "http://diveintopython.org/installing_python/windows.html" 2 to properly install Python 2.x

Gathering the sources
It is important that the user note whether the sources are in their E-Book reader or in their calibre library. Also, it is important that the user know what fields are needed for their source. For example, some citations might require the year published, the ISBN (if one), the authors and the publisher information. This information is going to be added to that bibliography entry in the .BIB file. Once the fields have been identified, the user should verify that each of the sources has this information available. To do this, the user should select the document/book/source, right-click it, highlight select metadata and choose edit metadata individually.

Although the user add as many fields about a source as they wish, keeping it simple might be helpful when making standard documents.

Selecting the sources
Now, the user should go over to their calibre library. Next, we must identify which books are going to be added to our BibTex (.BIB) file. When we have located a work that we wish to include, the user should hold the CTRL key and click on the work. This allows us to select several sources that might be scattered within the list of sources.

Once all the sources have been selected, right-click on any of the selected books. Highlight the convert books option, and then choose the create a catalog from books in your calibre library. We are almost done!

Creating the BibTex (.BIB) bibliography

Remember the way we needed to specify what information we needed for our bibliography? Here the user will be able to specify what information will actually be added to the .BIB file.

Select the CVS/XML Options tab on top. The fields that are to be included will be shaded. If there are any fields that should not be included, the user may deselect them. While holding CTRL, the user can click on the field that should not be included.

Once all the fields have been specified, click apply and then OK. The user will then be prompted to pick where they should save the file. After this is done, open up the directory to where to file was and verify that all your sources are there. It was that easy!

