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Clarceen Caldwell [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]Clarceen Caldwell,  a retired Muni driver, approached Jesus Romero Jr. to try to convince  him to vote against a November ballot measure that takes aim at the  pay of San Francisco's bus drivers.   "Have you heard  of Proposition G?" Caldwell asked Romero, a former marine,  as he filled up his white Ford F-250 in the Portola neighborhood on  Thursday morning.
"Negative," he  shouted.
Caldwell, an  outgoing 63-year-old who is helping her former union fight the popular  campaign, made her pitch: Pr…



	
Reuben Santos’ official military photo [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]In the six years after Reuben Paul Santos returned to Daly City from a combat tour in Iraq, he battled depression with poetry, violent video games and, finally, psychiatric treatment. His struggle ended last October, when he hung himself from a stairwell. He was 27.
The high suicide rate among veterans has already emerged as a major issue for the military and the families and loved ones of military personnel. But Santos' death is part of a larger trend that has remained hidden: a surge in the num…



	
potwars06 [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]The federal government made it clear today that it will continue to enforce drug laws even if California votes to legalize marijuana on Nov. 2.
Observers said the Obama administration’s pronouncement that it would continue to “vigorously enforce” the laws against people buying, selling, or growing marijuana for recreational use would have a greater effect on big pot impresarios rather than the average stoner if Proposition 19 passes.
“I don’t see them coming in and taking down people with their l…



	
DA Kamala Harris [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]Just what information must prosecutors divulge to the defense, and when is it legally mandated?
A panel of 10 legal authorities debated the who, what, when, where and why of a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision known as Brady at the UC Hastings College of Law on Friday morning. 
Thanks to the city's crime lab scandal, Brady v. Maryland, a 1963 ruling, has received a lot of press in San Francisco. The ruling required prosecutors in criminal cases to turn over any evidence that could be considere…



	
Jane Kim Leaflet Screencap [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]Left Coast Communications, the political advisory firm retained by San Francisco supervisorial candidate Jane Kim, has hired in at least three previous campaigns a Brooklyn-based designer who produced the pamphlet now at the center of an ethics controversy, public filings and a review of the designer's website show.
This week, residents in District 6 began to receive political mail sent on Kim's behalf by an independent expenditure committee, New Day for SF, with apparent ties to Left Coast Commu…



	
Oakland Police Chief Anthony Batts Image [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]Oakland voters will be considering two measures on the Nov. 2 ballot that would increase the funding of the city's Police Department, a contentious issue exacerbated by the layoff of 80 officers earlier this year.
Measure BB seeks to amend an $88-per-year parcel tax approved by voters as Measure Y in 2004. Measure BB would remove the requirement that the Police Department must meet a minimum staffing level to receive funding from the 2004 measure.	   The city had to stop collecting taxes from Mea…



	
Car Share [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]If you have a car—preferably one that’s insured, reasonably new and  clean—starting in January, it could make you money every time you park. All you have to do is let a few strangers drive it. This kind of  car-sharing is not unheard of in California, but a new state law is  about to make it easier to rent out your car when you don’t need it.
Given the Bay Area’s widespread culture of alternative transit, from  bikes to buses to BART, it’s no surprise that car-sharing, or car rental  by the hour,…



	
Claremont Rug Company Showroom 1 [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]When Jan David Winitz first opened his Oriental rug gallery in Oakland’s sleepy Rockridge neighborhood in 1980, he had no idea the Claremont Rug Company’s opening would coincide with Silicon Valley’s boom that decade. But by the time Apple Inc. launched the first Macintosh computer in 1985, Silicon Valley executives were fast catching the rug bug – and they got it bad.
As the company’s roster of clients expanded to include, among others, two Nobel laureates, Texas oil tycoons, the CEOs of high-te…



	
SF Police Chief Gascon [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]Serious crime in San Francisco has continued to drop so far this year, dipping nine percent from last year and 13 percent from two years ago, police Chief George Gascon said Thursday.
Gascon made the announcement at a news conference at City Hall with Mayor Gavin Newsom and District Attorney Kamala Harris. &nbsp;The three stressed that cooperation between city agencies and federal partners was the key to the decline.
&ldquo;Good people are working together, and they&rsquo;re making a difference,&rdquo;…



	
Oakland gang injunction [Sat, 16 Oct 15:55]An Alameda County Superior Court judge Thursday said he saw no reason to alter an injunction granted to the city of Oakland earlier this year against a street gang in the northern part of the city.
The injunction, which was granted on June 3 against 15 members of the North Side Oakland gang, was under review by Judge Robert Freedman at a status hearing in Oakland Thursday.
The injunction prevents those 15 people from associating with one another in public and from being on the street between 10 p…
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Bus Drivers Take Appeal To Riders

Campaigning against pay-cut measure is tough job
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Zusha Elinson
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Clarceen Caldwell,  a retired Muni driver, approached Jesus Romero Jr. to try to convince  him to vote against a November ballot measure that takes aim at the  pay of San Francisco's bus drivers.   "Have you heard  of Proposition G?" Caldwell asked Romero, a former marine,  as he filled up his white Ford F-250 in the Portola neighborhood on  Thursday morning.

"Negative," he  shouted.

Caldwell, an  outgoing 63-year-old who is helping her former union fight the popular  campaign, made her pitch: Proposition G will not fix Muni's problems.  It will only cut drivers' pay.

The measure would  set salaries by collective bargaining instead of by the unique provision  in San Francisco's charter that guaranteed Muni operators the second-highest  wages of any transit workers in the country.

The average pay  for the 2,200 members of San Francisco Transport Workers Union Local  250-A is $29.50 an hour.

Romero, a tall  energetic 34-year-old wearing sunglasses and a T-shirt with a local  union logo, was not responding sympathetically to Caldwell's pitch.

The conversation  with Caldwell provoked Romero -- as it does many voters -- to  bemoan Muni. He complained about crowded buses and a driver who told  him to lower his voice when he said good morning. During the recession, Romero told Caldwell, he went from being paid $30 an hour as  a generator technician to $15 an hour working for a general contractor.

"I just lost my  home," he said, waving his hands vigorously and talking loudly. "When  it comes to cutting pay, you know everyone's feeling the crunch."

"It's rightfully  ours, it's been in the charter" for four decades, Caldwell said.

"But everybody's  taking a pay cut these days!" he answered.

After venting, however,  he conceded that Muni operators have a difficult job. He said he did  not become a bus driver because he probably would have smacked somebody.

After the conversation, Romero said he was still undecided.

Proposition G is  being spearheaded by Supervisor Sean Elsbernd and easily got enough  signatures from voters to make it onto the ballot. With the city struggling  financially, public employee unions are under attack. Even in this pro-union  city, sympathy from voters is fading.

As she walked away, Caldwell -- who had more success with other potential voters --  said the economy makes the unions' campaign more difficult.

"As they say, 'misery  loves company,'."  she said. "I understand that a lot of people are having hard times,  but all I'm saying is don't bring me down there with you."
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Zusha Elinson Bay Citizen reporter covering environment, land use and transportation. My reporting has led me all over the Bay from the Oakland Post in Oakland, to the Marinscope in Sausalito, and most recently to the Recorder ...
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This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.baycitizen.org/elections-2010/story/bus-drivers-take-appeal-riders/
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Feds’ Warning on Legal Pot Bad News for Big Growers

Your backyard gardener of marijuana will probably be safe


                
                    By 
Zusha Elinson
 on 
                
                October 15, 2010 - 5:12 p.m. PDT








[image: ]


Adithya Sambamurthy/The Bay Citizen

Businessman Dhar Mann at iGrow near Oakland International Airport on Thursday, July 15, 2010





The federal government made it clear today that it will continue to enforce drug laws even if California votes to legalize marijuana on Nov. 2.

Observers said the Obama administration’s pronouncement that it would continue to “vigorously enforce” the laws against people buying, selling, or growing marijuana for recreational use would have a greater effect on big pot impresarios rather than the average stoner if Proposition 19 passes.

“I don’t see them coming in and taking down people with their little five-foot by five- foot gardens,” said Bill Panzer, an Oakland lawyer who helped write seminal state legislation on medical marijuana.

The feds, Panzer speculated, would more likely be interested in big marijuana growing operations like the ones that are going to be permitted in Oakland.

Prop. 19 would allow Californians 21 and older to grow up to 25 square feet of marijuana and possess up to an ounce for personal use. It gives cities and counties the power over commercial production and sale.

Polls show that it will be close vote on Prop. 19. A Reuters polls this week has the initiative losing 53 percent to 43 percent. A Field poll released in late September had Prop. 19 winning 49 percent to 42 percent. Check out all the latest polls here. 

In a letter made public today, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder wrote that “We will vigorously enforce [drug laws] against those individuals and organizations that possess, manufacture or distribute marijuana for recreational use, even if such activities are permitted under state law,"

The Prop. 19 campaign fired back with a statement from one of its supporters, Joseph McNamara, a retired San Jose chief of police.

"If the federal government wants to keep fighting the nation’s failed 'war on marijuana' while we're in the midst of a sagging economic recovery and two wars, it just proves that the establishment politicians' priorities are wrongly focused on maintaining the status quo,” said McNamera. "As will be shown on Nov. 2, Californians are not going to let politicians in Washington, DC tell them how to vote."

State Assemblyman Tom Ammiano, who has long pushed for legalization, said that Holder's letter was a measure of the movement’s success.

“I think he’s just covering his ass,” said Ammiano. “When it looks like something is going to happen, then they either try to make it go away or cover their asses.”

If the initiative passes, legal ambiguity will no doubt ensue in many respects. Lawyer Panzer said provisions that give cities regulatory power "creates potentially a huge can of worms where you could have 463 different laws in California." 

However, Panzer said that the feds would have a hard time striking down Prop. 19 in court, even if they start making arrests on the ground. 

“The feds can strike something down is if there is a conflict between two laws,” Panzer said. “If California made it mandatory to possess cannabis then you have a conflict, but with 215 [the medical marijuana law] and 19 there’s no conflict.”
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Against Backdrop of SF Police Scandal, a Debate on Defense's Right to Know

A 1963 U.S. Supreme Court ruling is relevant to a current problem with the city's crime lab and DA failings
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Just what information must prosecutors divulge to the defense, and when is it legally mandated?

A panel of 10 legal authorities debated the who, what, when, where and why of a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision known as Brady at the UC Hastings College of Law on Friday morning. 

Thanks to the city's crime lab scandal, Brady v. Maryland, a 1963 ruling, has received a lot of press in San Francisco. The ruling required prosecutors in criminal cases to turn over any evidence that could be considered favorable to a defendant, including evidence that challenges the credibility of a witness.

The crime lab scandal arose earlier this year after former lab technician Deborah Madden, who tested drugs in the San Francisco Police Department’s crime lab, admitted to skimming drug samples. A judge soon took District Attorney Kamala Harris' office to task for not revealing its prior knowledge of Madden’s misconduct and for failing to disclose the criminal records of other police department employees who serve as witnesses in criminal cases – a requirement of Brady.

Students sat amid lawyers and professors to watch the hour-long discussion, one of three panels focused on prosecutorial ethics.

The consensus on the panel, which was heavily dominated by current and former defense attorneys, was that prosecutors should always disclose exculpatory evidence.

“If you got it, they get it,” said Justice Carol Corrigan, an associate justice on the California Supreme Court.

From there, the opinions varied.

Assistant public defender Phoenix Streets said prosecutors should produce relevant evidence before even a plea agreement. Private criminal defense attorney Cristina Arguedas argued that prosecutors have an obligation to investigate the backgrounds of all witnesses. In response, Assistant DA Harry Dorfman and Hastings professor Rory Little argued that such investigations are not the responsibility of prosecutors, who are currently challenged by limited time and resources, and that such information could be used by the defendants to create excuses and discredit solid evidence. 

“I don’t want to give you a strategic advantage that I believe will be used corruptively,” Little said. “I don’t want to show you the wrinkles in my case.”

Despite the ugly public debate over the scandal, surprisingly few words were exchanged between Public Defender Jeff Adachi and Assistant Dorfman, the only representative of the DA’s office present. Dorfman mostly agreed with many on the panel, and the discussion seemed to take place outside the scope of the scandal, which continues to wrack the city’s criminal justice system.

To date, Harris’ office has not released a list of police department personnel with criminal records. But in recent months, defense attorneys say they’ve received intermittent letters detailing some of those records –after their clients were already convicted.

“We don’t even know how we’re going to proceed until we have all of the materials,” said Streets during the panel. “What it comes down to is the individual. That defendant who’s been charged with the crime – it’s their right to have a fair trial. It’s their right to have due process. If we’re not getting from the prosecution all the information that’s relevant to the case, then that client’s rights are not being respected or protected.”
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Kim Campaign Designer Produced Contested Flyer

Supervisorial candidate under scrutiny for third-party pamphlet
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This flyer was distributed recently in San Francisco's District 6





Left Coast Communications, the political advisory firm retained by San Francisco supervisorial candidate Jane Kim, has hired in at least three previous campaigns a Brooklyn-based designer who produced the pamphlet now at the center of an ethics controversy, public filings and a review of the designer's website show.

This week, residents in District 6 began to receive political mail sent on Kim's behalf by an independent expenditure committee, New Day for SF, with apparent ties to Left Coast Communications. Under campaign law, employees of candidates running for political office are strictly prohibited from coordinating activities with independent expenditure committees. 

The East Coast designer selected by New Day to produce the Kim mailers has accepted business from Left Coast Communications for years, he said Friday.

The designer, Rob Arnow, a San Francisco transplant now working in Brooklyn, said that he has worked "for a really long time" for Left Coast Communications campaigns, including doing design work for a Matt Gonzalez run several years ago.
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Jane Kim 

School Board President Jane Kim is running for city supervisor







"I'm doing most of the design for Jane Kim's campaign, that's true," Arnow said by telephone Friday.

When asked if he has only been approached by one party on Kim's behalf, Arnow clarified that in addition to Left Coast Communications, there was "one independent expenditure that I did some work for."

Arnow's website shows that he has also produced designs for other campaigns that have been managed by Left Coast Communications: Mark Sanchez for Supervisor, Sandra Lee Fewer for School Board and Eric Safire for Judge. 

While politically damaging, coordination complaints in the past have been difficult to prove, short of any glaring evidence that a campaign worker communicated in detail with an independent expenditure committee. On its face, the fact that both organizations hired the same designer does not constitute a violation of campaign rules.

Kim, in an interview Thursday, said she had no knowledge of the independent expenditure committee's existence.

Enrique Pearce, the head of Left Coast Communications, denied any coordination with New Day for SF in an interview Thursday, saying that his company had "severed ties" with the committee as soon as they found out that New Day would contribute to Kim's campaign.
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Tagged:  

	Campaign Spending,

	District 6,

	Jane Kim,








Loading ...







This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.baycitizen.org/elections-2010/story/kim-campaign-designer-produced-contested/



 | Section Menu | Main Menu | 
| Next | Section Menu | Main Menu | Previous | 




Posted in Elections 2010

Last updated 10/15/2010 at 2:15 p.m. PDT




Oakland to Vote on Two Police Funding Measures

Measures BB and X could affect hiring and layoffs of the city's police officers
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Oakland voters will be considering two measures on the Nov. 2 ballot that would increase the funding of the city's Police Department, a contentious issue exacerbated by the layoff of 80 officers earlier this year.

Measure BB seeks to amend an $88-per-year parcel tax approved by voters as Measure Y in 2004. Measure BB would remove the requirement that the Police Department must meet a minimum staffing level to receive funding from the 2004 measure.	   The city had to stop collecting taxes from Measure Y after laying off the 80 officers in July, dropping the department below the minimum requirement of 739 officers set by the measure.

City Councilwoman Jean Quan, who authored Measure BB, said amending the tax "is the best way to make sure that we don't have further police layoffs."	   Quan said the measure, which requires two-thirds voter approval, is "the only way to bring back geographically deployed officers" in various neighborhoods around Oakland who she said had "an amazing positive impact on cutting crime" in the city.

Marleen Sacks, an opponent of Measure BB, disagrees, saying the measure would "have a disastrous impact on public safety" in Oakland.	   "The city wants a blank check," Sacks said. "It wants the taxpayers' money without having to deliver anything in return."
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Sacks, who lives in Oakland and works as an attorney in Pleasanton, won a 2009 lawsuit that alleged that the city illegally diverted money from Measure Y.	   On April 2, 2009, Alameda County Superior Court Judge Frank Roesch ruled that Oakland acted illegally by diverting $7.7 million in Measure Y funds to recruit and train new police officers who weren't specifically assigned to the neighborhood problem-solving program.	   Roesch ruled the funds are specifically limited to "hiring and maintaining" community policing officers, and that city officials cannot deviate from Measure Y's requirements about how funds should be spent.	   The city appealed the ruling.

Sacks has since filed a second suit, in which the next hearing is scheduled for March 2011.	   Sacks said she believes the ruling showed the city has "a deliberate strategy to save money and reduce the size of police force."	   She said, "Measure Y is the only incentive to fund (the police department) at a halfway decent level, and if [the minimum requirement is] taken away, the city could allow the size of police force to plummet, which is the opposite direction that we need to be going."

Quan disagreed, saying Measure BB "would prevent more layoffs," and depending on if the police union agrees to contribute more money to their retirement plan, she said the city could even re-hire more officers beyond the 63 community service officers who would be funded by the Measure Y revenue.

Quan said re-hiring officers also depends on what other tax measures on the Nov. 2 ballot are approved by voters.	   One of those is Measure X, which is asking for an annual $360 parcel tax per single-family residential unit for four years to go toward public safety programs.	   Ballot arguments submitted to the Alameda County registrar of voters in favor of Measure X were sent by Mayor Ron Dellums, Council President Jane Brunner, Dom Arotzarena, president of the police union, among others.

Supporters argue that "keeping Oakland safe will cost homeowners half a cup of coffee a day and renters far less," and that Oakland "has already cut expenses deeply and cannot make further cuts without either laying off more police or eliminating vital services like libraries, parks and senior centers."

However, Quan said "no one thinks it's going to pass."	   This was one issue on which Sacks could agree with the councilwoman.	   "It's going to go down in flames," Sacks said, calling the measure "even worse of a blank check, and promises absolutely nothing in return."

As for the police union agreeing to contribute more money, that concession was in return for a promise by city officials that no more officers will be laid off.	   However, the concession by the Oakland Police Officers Association and the city's no-layoff promise are dependent upon the passage of Measure X, which also needs the approval of two-thirds of voters.

Police officers are the only city employees who do not contribute to the cost of their retirements. Other employees contribute 9 percent of that cost.	   Union officials say the city could use the revenue from Measure X to rehire those 80 laid-off officers and avoid having to lay off an additional 122 officers, an action the city has threatened if its fiscal situation doesn't improve.

Police Chief Anthony Batts, whose department staffing level likely depends on the outcome of the two measures, is not allowed to formally support or oppose any ballot measures.	   Batts said, though, that "anything that gives me more police officers on the street, to deal with the high demand of the city of Oakland, of course I think that's something that's positive for addressing crime."
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New Car-Share Law Spurs Bay Area Business

In 2011, car owners will be able to share their vehicles directly with other drivers and make a few bucks
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City CarShare, in partnership with Spride Inc., will be among the first to take advantage of a new law allowing individual car owners to rent out their cars by the hour. Photo courtesy of City CarShare.





If you have a car—preferably one that’s insured, reasonably new and  clean—starting in January, it could make you money every time you park. All you have to do is let a few strangers drive it. This kind of  car-sharing is not unheard of in California, but a new state law is  about to make it easier to rent out your car when you don’t need it.

Given the Bay Area’s widespread culture of alternative transit, from  bikes to buses to BART, it’s no surprise that car-sharing, or car rental  by the hour, has been popular across the bay as the service has come  into vogue over the last decade.  But new legislation stands to help California’s car-sharing industry live up to its name. Starting January 1, individual car owners will be able to share their  own vehicles directly with other drivers—and make a few dollars in the  process.

Technically, there’s no rule preventing the owner of a car from  sharing it with whomever she wants, and letting a friend or family member  drive one’s car is a common occurrence.  But until now, anybody who  lent her car out for money risked violating the terms of her personal  car insurance, which generally considers this kind of rental a  commercial use of the car, akin to running a taxi service.  Such  informal rentals may occur frequently without being recorded, but if the  renting driver were in an accident and had paid even a small amount of  money to rent the car, the owner would quickly lose her private  insurance.

But Assembly Bill 1871, which Governor Schwarzenegger signed into law  two weeks ago, reclassifies car-sharing for cash as a non-commercial  use of one’s car—as long as the annual earnings from this practice do  not exceed the cost of owning and operating the vehicle.

Under the new law, a person may offer a car through a formal  car-sharing service (like the for-profit ZipCar or the nonprofit City  CarShare) and still remain covered by her personal car insurance.  The  solution is surprisingly simple: when the car is being driven by a  car-share renter, the burden of liability insurance shifts to the  driver.

Sunil Paul, CEO of a  personal car-sharing startup called Spride Inc., can’t wait to see it  start.  To blaze the personal car-sharing trail, Paul has offered his  own Toyota Highlander as a guinea pig in a test program run by Spride  and City CarShare.  “When he first told us it was a Highlander, we kind  of groaned,” said Anita Daley, a spokesperson for City CarShare,  explaining that the organization’s staff was hesitant to add an SUV to  its fuel-efficient fleet.  “But then we saw it’s a hybrid,” she said,  and the vehicle was outfitted with the standard lock and tracking  device.

As a guinea pig, Paul will not be a precise representative of the  larger program. Since he’s loaning his car before AB 1871 goes into  effect, he had to actually transfer ownership of the vehicle to City  CarShare in order for it to be part of the fleet (they’ll give it back  to him after the new law kicks in).  And whereas personally owned  vehicles will be distinguished in some way from regular fleet cars on  City CarShare’s website, Paul’s has been left unmarked as an experiment.

City CarShare and Spride are among the first to take advantage of the  change in statute.  The organizations are working together to identify  20 car owners for a pilot program that will likely start in January.   While City CarShare will continue to coordinate with renters, Spride’s  role will be to manage the new relationship between the company and car  owners.

AB 1871 applies throughout California, but is especially relevant to  the Bay Area because the car-sharing industry here is one of the best  developed in the nation. ZipCar, the industry’s biggest for-profit  company, has a large presence here, as does City CarShare, a San  Francisco-based nonprofit.

The new law represents a growth opportunity in cities in which City  CarShare already operates, including Oakland.  “In San Francisco, people  say, ‘Oh yeah, City CarShare, I know about that.’  And our adaptation  rate is even higher in Berkeley,” Daley said.

But “in Oakland, there’s not a great awareness” of car-sharing or the  City CarShare brand, she said.  “I see Oakland as a place we would like  to target.” She noted that in addition to Oakland’s urban residents,  drivers in the Oakland hills who are more likely to have private  parking, would be good candidates for car-sharing. Spride’s Paul added  that his firm is seeking a car owner in the East Bay for its pilot  program.  “We’d love an owner in Oakland,” he said.  “Absolutely.”

Since personal car-sharing requires a smaller investment from City  CarShare than buying a whole new car, Daley said that the new program  may also help the company expand into new markets, like Marin and Walnut  Creek.

Not all car-share companies are racing to adapt to AB 1871. A  spokesperson for ZipCar, the country’s largest car-sharing company, said  she was not aware of any plans to integrate personal cars into the  company’s fleet.

Although City CarShare’s pilot program will include only 20 cars,  Paul predicts that a full-scale personal car-sharing network will be in  operation sometime in 2011.  From a renter’s perspective, little will  change: Users will still locate a car on City CarShare’s website, and  pick the car up from an unstaffed location. The only difference is that  that location may be the car owner’s driveway—a much less anonymous  space than the corner of a BART parking lot.

Meanwhile, car owners, as well as leasers, are welcome to apply (those interested can do so at Spride’s website).   The firm is looking for vehicles five years old or newer (with  automatic transmissions only).  Although one’s own driving habits don’t  necessarily reflect the integrity of the car he drives, Spride prefers  car owners with relatively clean driving records.  They must also have  access to a dedicated parking spot, and live in or near City CarShare’s  service area, which includes San Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, El  Cerrito, Alameda, and Daly City.

All cars will undergo a safety inspection by a certified mechanic,  and if a car passes this test, workers will install City CarShare’s  tracking and locking devices into the vehicle.  “It’s very unobtrusive,”  said Daley.  “You won’t even see the computer.  It’s a little bigger  than a sandwich—like a triple-layer peanut butter and jelly.”

Notably, owners sharing their cars will likely be asked to place both  City CarShare’s and Spride’s logos on the sides of their vehicle.  This  may make the car look distinctly less like the owner’s personal  property, but since car pick-up occurs at unstaffed locations, often in  the corner of a large parking lot, some distinguishing label is  necessary to help drivers find the car they’ve reserved.  “Our customers  are used to locating our vehicles this way,” explained Daley.  She said  the labeling makes sense both “from an operations perspective, and from  a member adaptation perspective.”  With a magnetic key fob already in  use among City CarShare members, renters will be able to unlock the door  of their designated vehicle.  Once inside, the renter will find a  conventional key with which to start the car.  When returning the car,  the driver can simply leave the car in the cabin, eliminating the need  for any meeting between driver and owner.

As the guinea pig for this program, Spride’s Paul is getting a  firsthand sense of what it’s like to lend one’s car to a stranger—his  Highlander has already been rented several times.   “It’s a  super-interesting experience,” he said, adding that City CarShare’s  members “know the rules.  They know they’re not allowed to smoke.  They  know it’s not a rental car, that someone’s not going to clean it after  every use.”  So far, he said, the worst mess that’s been left was a few  pieces of paper in the trunk.   “And I’ve already made some money on  it!” he said.  “Almost $100.”

Connect with Oakland North on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter.
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Magic Carpet Ride

Oriental Rugs Carpet the Bay Area

As investments and as art objects, antique Oriental rugs are prized by the Bay Area's wealthy 
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For the nomadic weavers who spent their lives roaming the desolate Caucasus mountains, these bright rugs served as anchors to home, art historians say. In Silicon Valley, these rugs are something tangible in an increasingly virtual world, says Winitz.





When Jan David Winitz first opened his Oriental rug gallery in Oakland’s sleepy Rockridge neighborhood in 1980, he had no idea the Claremont Rug Company’s opening would coincide with Silicon Valley’s boom that decade. But by the time Apple Inc. launched the first Macintosh computer in 1985, Silicon Valley executives were fast catching the rug bug – and they got it bad.

As the company’s roster of clients expanded to include, among others, two Nobel laureates, Texas oil tycoons, the CEOs of high-tech companies – the chair of Adobe's board of directors is a longtime buyer – and the odd rock star, these intricately woven antique rugs quickly assumed a role in the lifestyles of the Bay Area's rich and famous.

Now, as the gallery celebrates its 30th anniversary, even wealthy families reeling from the bad economy have been investing in an asset you walk on. It's a great week for Oriental rugs in the Bay Area. This Saturday, the Claremont gallery will display its most recent acquisition – a collection of 85 rare, 19th Century art rugs — to the public. And the 2nd annual Antique Rug and Textile Show opened Tuesday night at the Motel Capri, running until October 17.

When Sotheby's sold the Lehman Brothers' art collection for $12.3  million this fall, it looked like the high-end art market had fallen on  hard times – but not so for antique Oriental rugs. As they grow increasingly rare, these rugs are rising in value – this spring, a royal rug from 17th Century Iran sold for $9.6 million at Christie's. Winitz, whose rugs  range from $20,000 to $500,000, has an inventory of about 3,500 19th Century rugs, including tribal rugs from the Caucasus Mountains,  Persian village and town carpets and city rugs woven in artisan  workshops to adorn Persian royal palaces and courts.

But the appeal isn't just as an investment. The rugs, whose patterns  evoke feelings of balance and harmony, have struck a chord with Winitz's  Silicon Valley clients, who, like the Persian feudal lords, are  building (multiple) grand homes that serve as a testament to their  success. "They often work in very high-paced environments," says Winitz,  "and rugs are incredibly nurturing." Three years ago, the tally of  Claremont's "whole home projects" was at eight; this year, the number  has climbed to 50, of which 15 are Silicon Valley executives. The price  of the "whole home projects" – which average about 20-50 rugs a home –  range from $400,000 to a couple million.

Winitz says his Silicon Valley clients prefer the more angular, geometrical tribal rugs, which remind them of pixilation.

In response to a rug that had 250 knots per square inch, an executive  once said, "It's so pixilated, it's like the file-size on this rug is  really large!"
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Jeff Thermond, former vice president and general manager of  Broadcom's Wireless Unit, commissioned Winitz to decorate his second  home with 18 oriental rugs about two years ago. When Thermond and his  wife first bought the house, which is a wooden three-story structure  with a Frank Lloyd Wright interior and lots of glass, they were worried  that artwork would obstruct the stunning mountain views. "Then we  realized, we just have to put the artwork on the floor!" says Thermond,  who remembers the days when his student loans relegated him to cheaper  rugs.

For Thermond, former CEO of an ethernet fabric switching company  called Woven Systems that fell victim to the financial crisis, the rugs  offer relief from the high-pressured work environment of Silicon Valley.  "We want to show people that this place is about having fun," says  Thermond, "we use the rugs to create psychological sections in the  house." At the end of the day, the family goes to the basement to relax,  where a tribal rug from the Caucuses shares space with three computers.  "It's very animalistic," says Thermond.

Thermond, who pioneered Broadcom's initial foray into wireless  products and is now a homeowner, says this sentiment has caught on among  the Silicon Valley community. "It's kind of what I expect when I walk  into the homes of VCs or executives," says Thermond.

But Claremont's Oriental rugs are not only enticing the Bay Area's high-tech CEOs.

Jon Schreiber, a 56-year-old chiropractor who lives in Oakland, has  been steadily amassing one of the world's most extensive collections of  antique tribal rugs from the Caucuses since 1981. "I saw concepts of  modern art and impressionism made by people 200 years ago that had no  electricity," says Schreiber, "It blew my mind."

Schreiber lives in a simple house in the Oakland hills. "I live a  little bit tribally," Schreiber says. But where the house lacks in  furniture, it makes up in rugs: about 200, to be exact, with 12 in the  living room alone. "When you see a great art rug, you feel the  autobiography of the weaver through the tremendous vibrancy of color,"  says Winitz of the tribal rugs, which exhibit a level of creativity he  feels is constrained in today's society.

Far from the pristine showrooms of the Claremont Rug Company, another  Oriental rug event is in full swing at the Motel Capri in the Marina  District, revealing a very different picture of the Oriental rug scene.  Since Saturday, 40 rug dealers from around the world have taken over the rooms of this musty old motel, draping their tribal  rugs across the balconies. On opening night on Tuesday, the dealers  opened their rooms, where rugs covered the beds and nightstands, which  they shared with ashtrays, cigarette stumps and glasses of wine.

Ben Banayan, 36, the main organizer of the event, said the  Bay Area has one of the largest communities of collectors in the world,  thanks to longstanding interest in global cultures and tribal arts.  "It's a lot of people who started collecting Oriental rugs when they  were in the Peace Corps in Iran or Afghanistan in the '60s and '70s,"  said Banayan, who also runs the website rugrabbit.com.

While Claremont's rugs have  been in Western families for centuries, many rug dealers at the event  said their businesses had been affected by the U.S. embargo on the import  of Iranian textiles, which was imposed in early September.

Michael Phillips, a rug dealer from Colorado, said he was recently  stopped at the Denver airport while importing a Persian rug from Paris.  "I had to hire a customs broker for the first time in my life," said  Phillips, who sells mostly 19th Century tribal rugs.

In contrast to high-end rug stores like the Claremont Rug Company, it  seemed that these rug dealers – whose rugs range from $1,500 to $20,000 –  had been negatively affected by the recession. "People have no more  money for luxury goods," said Phillips, adding that his prices have  dropped 30 percent.

But Banayan said it wasn't just the recession that was affecting rug  sales. "The collecting community is growing older," said Banayan, who  estimated that 60 percent of the people attending the event were in their 40s,  50s and 60s.

As the evening drew on, Joyce Cole, in charge of operations at the  event, became wistful. "It's an addiction – it's a very seductive and  hypnotic art form," she said, the neon light of the Motel Capri sign  flickering behind her.
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Serious Crime Down 9 Percent in San Francisco

Police chief touts progress toward goal of being safest big city
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[image: ]


Getty Images

SF Police Chief George Gascon





Serious crime in San Francisco has continued to drop so far this year, dipping nine percent from last year and 13 percent from two years ago, police Chief George Gascon said Thursday.

Gascon made the announcement at a news conference at City Hall with Mayor Gavin Newsom and District Attorney Kamala Harris.  The three stressed that cooperation between city agencies and federal partners was the key to the decline.

“Good people are working together, and they’re making a difference,” Gascon said.

He has pledged repeatedly to try to make San Francisco the safest big city in the country.

“Although we’re not there yet, we’re certainly moving in the right direction,” Gascon said.

From January through September, 5,361 violent crimes were committed throughout the city, down from 5,611 in the first three quarters of 2009 and 6,184 for the same period in 2008, according to the Police Department.

Property crimes decreased from 27,731 in the first three quarters of 2008 to 26,649 in the same period of 2009. There were 24,156 this year, the Police Department said.

Homicides have remained about the same, down from 38 in 2009 to 37 this year.

Gascon has made the tabulation of crime statistics in each neighborhood, with a concurrent response to new crime trends, a centerpiece of his administration.

He stressed, however, “There are lives. There are real people behind the numbers.”

Newsom agreed there had been “very positive gains” in the fight against crime, even with “substantially” fewer resources.

Recent budget cutbacks have reduced police overtime and forced the halting of new police academy classes.
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Judge: Oakland Gang Injunction Can Continue

Ban does not violate civil rights of alleged gang members, judge says
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Some of the individuals police have identified as members of the "North Side Oakland" gang, clockwise from left to right: Christopher Patrick, Derris Dillard, Anthony Smith, Tyrone Elebeck, Lucious Taylor, Yancie Young, Darrel Easley and Eric Tullis.





An Alameda County Superior Court judge Thursday said he saw no reason to alter an injunction granted to the city of Oakland earlier this year against a street gang in the northern part of the city.

The injunction, which was granted on June 3 against 15 members of the North Side Oakland gang, was under review by Judge Robert Freedman at a status hearing in Oakland Thursday.

The injunction prevents those 15 people from associating with one another in public and from being on the street between 10 p.m. and 5 a.m., with exceptions allowed for work, school, religious activities or emergencies.

Freedman said he found “nothing that suggests there’s been an intrusion” on the civil rights of people in the community, and he left the injunction intact.

Another hearing will be held next year to determine whether the injunction will be made permanent.

Attorney Michael Haddad, who represents Yancie Young, one of the 15 people targeted by the injunction, disagreed about the civil rights issue.

“You can’t label someone a gang member and say they can’t leave their home,” Haddad said. “That’s house arrest.”

He said Oakland should “fight crime by good policing, not by violating people’s rights.”

The decision also dismayed injunction opponents such as Jory Steele, an attorney for the American Civil Liberties Union of Northern California, which opposes the injunction.

Steele said she has not seen any evidence that the injunction is working and was disappointed that no proof was presented at Thursday's hearing.

David Lyon, one of the attorneys representing the city, said during Thursday's hearing that officers have reported not seeing the individuals named in the injunction.

“No one has been cited due to the injunction,” he said.

City Attorney John Russo, who announced Wednesday that Oakland is seeking a second injunction against another street gang, has said it is too early to provide quantitative data on whether crime in the area is going down thanks to the injunction.

The city’s counsel Thursday also announced plans to add at least three more alleged North Side Oakland gang members to the injunction in the coming weeks.

Many injunction opponents protested outside the courthouse prior to Thursday's hearing.

The Stop the Injunction Coalition criticized both the North Side Oakland injunction and the one proposed Wednesday against the Norteño gang in central Oakland.

Jerry Elster, one of the rally organizers, said the city needs to “bring the community together, not separate them” with actions such as injunctions.

“Enfranchise them, make them a part of the system. Don’t exclude them,” Elster said. “The community has to work together. There are problems that need to be addressed, but gang injunctions aren’t the solution.”
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