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Wild Pigs [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]We're following what you might call a trap line through some parkland  in the interior East Bay hills. It's early in the morning and the fog  is still heavy. The 12 traps we're checking are big and boxy,  homemade-looking contraptions of metal bar and wire mesh. They're  designed to catch large animals--man-size sows and even bigger boars. My  guide, a trapper with a company called Rural Pig Management, would  rather I not say exactly where we are, but it really doesn't matter  because the feral …



	
the american dream [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]Francisco has dreams. They are good dreams, but not legal ones. The  24-year-old from Zelaya, Mexico, arrived under the undocumented  coattails of his parents when he was just five years old. Today, after  the failure of legislation called the &ldquo;Dream Act,&rdquo; Francisco&rsquo;s hopes of  becoming a schoolteacher must be put on political hold.
Introduced in 2001 by Sen. Orin Hatch(R-Utah), The Development,  Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act, commonly referred to as the  DREAM Act,…



	
Sausalito Mayor [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]On the voter information pamphlet for the November elections, Sausalito Mayor Jonathan Leone, who is running for re-election to city council, lists under education a gold-plated stack of credentials: an MBA from Dartmouth, a BA from Yale, and a BS in environmental studies from Dartmouth.
The MBA is real. And he did attend Yale. But Dartmouth, as one of the oldest liberal arts colleges in the nation, has never issued a BS degree since it was founded in 1769, when King George III granted its charte…



	
Richmond Mayor Gayle McLaughlin [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]Gayle McLaughlin fought back today against accusations that she is  unfit to serve as mayor, after political opponents produced documents  revealing a 2001 bankruptcy and referring to "serious psychological  disabilities."
The documents originate from a Chapter 7 bankruptcy filing. They show  that McLaughlin had more than $100,000 in student loan debt at the  time, and note that she had received Social Security disability payments  for a "serious psychological" condition for about nine years. In …



	
Van Jones [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]With less than a month to go before the elections, opponents of Proposition  23, the measure to suspend the state's climate change law, have ramped up their campaign, knocking on doors and staffing phone  banks to sway voters. They've even recruited Van Jones, Pres. Obama's former green jobs  czar, to counter the "yes" campaign's claims that AB 32 is a  jobs killer.
Jones is co-founder of Green for All, a national organization whose mission is "to build an inclusive green economy strong enough to…



	
Prison bars [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]Scott Ball was still recuperating from a motorcycle accident in 2008 when Toni Sanders, his home health care aide, told police she was the victim of a brutal beating.
It turns out Ball himself may have been the victim &ndash; of prosecutorial misconduct.
Despite holes in Sanders&rsquo; story, Fresno county prosecutors charged Ball with attempted kidnapping and assault with a deadly weapon. And at the trial, when one witness informed prosecutor Melissa Baidzar Baloaian Sahatjian that Ball was not …



	
Meg Whitman [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]As the leading self-financed candidate in U.S. history, billionaire Meg Whitman has doubled down on her fortune in the gubernatorial race with her Democratic rival, Attorney General Jerry Brown.
Given her vast wealth, last week&rsquo;s independent expenditure of $450,000&nbsp;by a political action committee on behalf of Whitman&mdash;one of the first of its kind since the start of the campaign&mdash;was especially striking.
The money&mdash;from a group largely financed by Los Angeles law enforcement officers&mdash;…



	
propBdebate06 [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]Campaign-finance disclosures for the upcoming elections are due today. The forms detail what donations came in from July 16 through September 30, and from whom.
In the bitterly fought battle over Proposition B, public defender Jeff Adachi's pension- and benefits reform initiative, the disclosure form shows that the campaign has taken in $720,867 so far.
The disclosure forms for the public unions opposed to the measure should be available Tuesday.
Sequoia Capital venture capitalist Michael Moritz,…



	
Muni bus [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]Bay Area transit agencies are about to get tens of millions of dollars more to maintain and replace their aging fleets of vehicles, the federal Department of Transportation announced today.
The grants, part of a  $776 million outlay to 152 projects nationwide, announced in a national conference call by Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood and Federal Transit Agency head Peter Rogoff.
"This means that transit providers can finally make many of the repairs they have been putting off," LaHood said…



	
Niner Stadium [Wed, 06 Oct 13:11]As the hapless 49ers and Raiders vie to become the Bay Area’s first football team with two wins, the competition to build a new stadium is also heating up.
A new study released Friday by the Oakland Alameda Coliseum Stadium Authority sketches out details of a new stadium next to the Oakland Coliseum with a $735 million price tag. (Read it here) At the same time, the 49ers are moving ahead with plans for a $937 million stadium in Santa Clara, which won voter approval in June. 
The study comes as t…
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Scourges of the East Bay? Wild Pigs and Turkeys

Introduced to the region for hunting, the big boars and birds are now unwelcome residents


                
                    By Daniel McGlynn, Bay Nature on 
                
                October 6, 2010 - 12:00 p.m. PDT
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Daniel McGlynn/Bay Nature

Wild pigs are a scourge in the East Bay





We're following what you might call a trap line through some parkland  in the interior East Bay hills. It's early in the morning and the fog  is still heavy. The 12 traps we're checking are big and boxy,  homemade-looking contraptions of metal bar and wire mesh. They're  designed to catch large animals--man-size sows and even bigger boars. My  guide, a trapper with a company called Rural Pig Management, would  rather I not say exactly where we are, but it really doesn't matter  because the feral pigs we are trying to catch live throughout  California. So we could be anywhere on open land in the Bay Area.

The history of the feral pig is a bit of an ecological folly--but one  with serious consequences. These animals are walking, rooting  embodiments of the curse of unforeseen consequences: They're a mix of  escaped barnyard animals and an imported game species, but they are now  some of the largest and most numerous wild creatures in the Bay Area.  Indeed, these animals are more than just a nuisance: They've become such  a source of serious environmental stress that local land managers have  to trap and kill pigs to keep them in check. And wild turkeys, also  introduced for sport hunting, are now getting so numerous that they, too,  might someday face similar measures.

To trap a wild pig you have to think like a pig, and pigs are smart.  They know generally to stay away from people; they usually forage at  night when they have the hills to themselves. Female pigs (sows) are  prolific breeders, producing several litters of a half-dozen young or  more a year, and they tend to travel in packs, called sounders, in  defined areas. Dominant males (boars) roam more widely, fighting smaller  boars and mating with several packs of females. There are also  satellite boars, males not yet big enough to have their own harem, but  roving and growing and seeking challengers.

Beyond those gender differences, there's a seasonal rhythm to all the  pigs' lives: In winter, they devour acorns and get fat, spending time  in wallows and mud puddles. During the dry summer months, they wander  farther in search of food, and by late fall they may even leave the  sanctuary of public lands to forage in neighboring yards.

Pigs will root, tear, trample, and dig as they forage, so they're  incredibly destructive. People who study wild pigs have compared them to  rototillers and tractors, but the image seems too pastoral. The damage  done by a single pig looks like the track of a maniacal off-roading  four-wheeler. Pigs also like to rub and have been known to girdle small  trees with their constant back scratching.

"Pigs vacuum the landscape," says Doug Bell, the wildlife program  manager for the East Bay Regional Park District. They mostly eat plants,  but they'll suck down everything from ground-nesting birds such as  quail to grassland birds like meadowlarks and sparrows to reptiles like  the endangered Alameda whipsnake; they can even pull live fish out of  creeks and ponds.

But the bulk of a wild pig's diet is plant matter, along with any  grubs and worms it consumes in the process of plowing its snout through  the soil. And the staple food of a California wild pig's diet is acorns.  Dirk Van Vuren, a professor at UC Davis, has studied feral pigs for the  last 20 years. One of his recent papers is about the link between pigs'  rooting and the regeneration of oak woodlands. "It's like a one-two  punch," he says. "The pigs eat all of the acorns, and they uproot  seedlings." It's not that pigs are solely responsible for the declining  numbers of California's oak trees, but they certainly factor into the  equation. "Feral pigs," says Van Vuren, "reduce oak seedling survival."

As pigs forage for plants and acorns, they cause a cascade of  ecological disturbance. First, there's the direct consumption of native  plants, bulbs, and seeds. "The biggest concern," says Bell, "is that  you're looking at an introduced animal that is a heavy-duty predator on  native plant species." But pigs also create open areas ripe for invasive  weeds. "They have a pretty drastic impact on slopes and habitats," Bell  adds.

Because of the pigs' adaptability and the lack of large natural  predators, pig populations have increased tremendously in the large  swaths of protected public lands that provide the food and cover they  need. So to minimize the damage, at least some of the pigs have to be  removed--trapped and killed. This is where Rural Pig Management comes  in.

The first few traps we check are empty. The ground around them is  still covered with rancid-smelling pig bait--whole yellow corn kernels  fermented in old milk, or anything potentially foul-smelling that  happens to be on hand.

In between traps we look at pig damage. It's late spring, so the  ground is dry and hard, which makes the telltale pig rooting signs a  little more difficult to see than in wetter months. But after a quick  lesson in reading the landscape--look for drainages or depressions  first, that's where the water is--I can see that despite the empty  traps, there are pigs nearby.

Soon, it's past dawn and we've ascended into the fog that still  shrouds the high parts of the hills. For the last few hours we've been  riding with a rifle between us on the bench seat of the pickup, just in  case we spot a roving boar. But we pass another handful of traps, all  empty. It's starting to feel like a chartered fishing trip, with the  captain constantly talking about the bounty of the waters, but without a  fish in sight.

The pigs we are looking for are actually a hybrid of domestic pigs  gone feral mixed with European wild boars introduced as a game species  (wild boars are a separate type of pig, not to be confused with the  generic "boar" for any kind of male pig). The exact origin of the Bay  Area's wild pigs is like an exurban legend. The tale starts with escapes  of domestic pigs from the first Spanish missions. By the 1920s, wild  pigs were released for hunting in Monterey County. Some of the original  stock might have even been escaped boars from William Randolph Hearst's  giant Central Coast hunting reserve, or Russian settlers' pigs that got  loose from a railcar during a train accident.

The trapper I'm with says he catches a wider variety of pigs now than  when he first started. He used to find pockets of brown or white pigs  from the domestic lineage, or pockets of black pigs from the European  strain, but now they are all mixed together--they vary from all black  and all brown to blond, rusty, spotted, and molted.

"Pigs are the ultimate omnivores, but turkeys are right behind them,"  says Bell. Pigs and turkeys are both introduced game species on the  California landscape and are both thriving on protected public lands.  "Pigs and turkeys are similar," says Bell, "because they are both great  cultural followers." They thrive on the margins of our cities and towns,  in the patchy open lands typical of the hills in the East Bay and  elsewhere in the region.

The wild turkey's arrival here was not nearly as colorful as the  train-wreck, tycoon-fueled feral pig invasion. But it was much more  deliberate. The turkeys arrived due to a long effort by the California  Department of Fish and Game (DFG) to establish the species as a game  animal here. Starting in the 1870s and then again episodically in the  early 1900s, the state released turkeys, but the efforts failed, mainly  because the farm-raised birds couldn't adapt to the wild. Then in the  late 1970s DFG officials started capturing Rio Grande wild turkeys in  Texas and releasing them in California, where they've adapted so well  that their numbers have grown exponentially.

"Turkeys are everywhere now," says Bell. By some accounts, these  turkeys' success might be explained by the fact that California once had  its own species of wild turkey, or at least a turkey-like bird, that  disappeared some 10,000 years ago. There's little agreement on whether  that justifies DFG's later introductions, but researchers and officials  do agree that the population across the state has ballooned in recent  years to the point of becoming another ecological stressor. If pigs are  like rototillers, then turkeys are like rakes. The immediate  consequences of the turkey boom are not as obvious as the insatiable  rooting of feral pigs, but turkeys do prey on a number of endangered  plants, animals, and even other birds.

A few years ago, Dan Gluesenkamp, the director of conservation and  habitat protection at Audubon Canyon Ranch in West Marin, devised an  experiment to demonstrate the impacts of turkeys on the California  landscape. He built several enclosures, some that turkeys could enter,  and others they couldn't. In plots with turkeys, soil disturbance was  ten times that of the exclusion plots. "The most interesting  difference," he says, "is what happened to the [soil] invertebrates.  There was a substantial change in trophic structure." The turkeys ate  most of the prey bugs like the bristletails and springtails but left the  predators, like spiders. They also quadrupled the rate of acorn  disappearance.

Turkeys "are definitely oak woodland users," says Joseph DiDonato, an  independent Bay Area wildlife biologist. The turkeys not only join pigs  as another stress on the acorn crop, but they also out-compete  ground-nesting and grassland birds in their ecological niche.

So far, there's no statewide management effort to control this  species that was so painstakingly introduced, but the idea is on the  radar of most public land managers. At the moment, turkeys are  controlled only if there is a direct threat to people or property. "The  toms can be a little aggressive during breeding season," says Rick  Parmer, the East Bay Regional Park District's chief of interpretive amd  recreation services. "If they see their reflection in a car, they can do  considerable damage to someone's paint job." The district also  sometimes gets complaints about the abundance of foraging litter and  scat left in the wake of a gang of feeding turkeys.

The ecological impact of disturbances like that is complex. Feral pig  rooting creates disturbance that leaves openings for both native and  nonnative plants. In areas already full of exotic weeds, like many parts  of the Bay Area, that's bad news for natives, especially plants that  grow from bulbs. Some biologists even consider pigs the top threat to  rare native lilies. But in areas with few invasives, the pig disturbance  could actually enhance habitat for certain native plants. DFG biologist  Marc Kenyon says that in some places, after pig rooting, "we've noted  more rare plants coming back."

There's a theory that pigs, and to a much lesser degree turkeys,  create a disturbance similar to what the rooting native grizzlies or  herds of sharp-hoofed tule elk once did. "There's a certain validity to  pigs providing some similar ecological services that grizzly bears used  to," says DiDonato, "but there's also a lot of questions hanging, like  are there things that pigs do that grizzlies didn't do?"

One key difference is that bears are solitary. "Bears dig," says  Parmer, "but they dig in one spot. Pigs are gregarious, herd animals,  and pigs go through entire hillsides."

It's the time of day now when the freeways are filling with morning  commuters, but here on the trap line a day's work is nearly over. So  far, all the traps have been empty, making for a less-than-dramatic  proof of concept. But there are three more traps to check. We're riding  now along a fence line, the border between a private ranch and the  public park. If we had come in the winter, the trapper assures me, the  difference between the public pig-controlled landscape and the private  uncontrolled landscape would be immediately obvious--like night and day.

We pull up to trap number 10, planted next to a fire road in the  saddle of a ridge, a perfect pig crossing. Because of the fog we are  nearly on top of the trap before we make out the silhouettes of three  large animals, two inside the cage and one just outside it. That last  pig bolts away from us, out along the ridge and into obscurity. Swiftly,  the trapper pulls his rifle from the truck and shoots at the fleeing  pig. He then disappears into the fog after it. Seconds later there's  another shot. It turns out to be a 200-pound male, probably a roving  boar, apparently attracted by the two sows caught in the trap.

Captured pigs are shot at close range, and the heavy carcasses are  loaded in the back of the pickup with a winch and a folding ramp.

The remaining traps each have pigs in them. Trap 11 contains another  large sow with a group of juveniles that weigh 50 to 60 pounds each; by  the time we get to them, they've almost dug an escape route under the  trap's metal frame. In the last trap is a boar that weighs about 250  pounds.

These pigs are far from being just a local problem: 44 states have  documented feral pig populations, up from only 17 two decades ago. Here  in the Bay Area, wildlife managers at local agencies began contracting  with Rural Pig Management to trap pigs on local public land in the  mid-1990s. They removed 2,000 pigs in the first year. Now they average  about 200 a year in the East Bay.

Feral pigs like the solitude and space of sprawling oak woodlands, so  in the East Bay, they're found all along the shoulders of Mount Diablo  and down through Morgan Territory Preserve and Sunol Wilderness, as well  as on the watersheds maintained by the Contra Costa Water District and  East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD).

Watershed managers are particularly worried about erosion and  increased sedimentation caused by pigs, not to mention the potential for  disease transmission. "We're out there monitoring all the time," says  EBMUD's Scott Hill. "We'd like to see all of the pigs removed."

That's not likely. "Complete eradication of feral animals is very  difficult, and we seem to have an inexhaustible population of pigs from  surrounding areas," says Doug Bell. So, for now, the only viable option  is control, and the only viable means of control is trapping and  killing.

By the end of the morning there are ten pig corpses in the back of  the trapper's truck. He calls it "the day's harvest." Before leaving the  park, he pulls a canvas tarp over the truck's bed, hiding the bloody  remains underneath.

What happens to those pigs? In the early days, the meat from trapped  pigs was donated to local soup kitchens. "Because of federal health  regulations, that's no longer the case," says Rick Parmer. Instead these  pigs are rendered by the San Jose Tallow Company. The drop-off gets  handled today, because tomorrow there will be more traps to check.
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The American Dream Deferred

Francisco wants to be a teacher, but his status as an undocumented Mexican immigrant is a hurdle


                
                    By Tyler Orsburn, Richmond Confidential on 
                
                October 6, 2010 - 11:00 a.m. PDT
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Francisco has dreams. They are good dreams, but not legal ones. The  24-year-old from Zelaya, Mexico, arrived under the undocumented  coattails of his parents when he was just five years old. Today, after  the failure of legislation called the “Dream Act,” Francisco’s hopes of  becoming a schoolteacher must be put on political hold.

Introduced in 2001 by Sen. Orin Hatch(R-Utah), The Development,  Relief, and Education for Alien Minors Act, commonly referred to as the  DREAM Act, would allow children of undocumented immigrants the chance to  gain citizenship by graduating college or by serving two years in the  military.

The bill’s logic is simple. Children of undocumented immigrants do  not have a say as to where they live, but they can still plan and invest  in their future by becoming productive members of America’s society.  Opponents, however, feel illegal immigrants are “illegal” and taxpayer  money should not be focused on those who are not citizens.

The immigration act piggybacked on a larger defense bill that  included the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy regarding gays serving in  the military. Needing 60 votes to pass, the motion fell short by four  votes: 56 to 43.

“If the DREAM Act came true it would be a huge opportunity to me,”  said Francisco. “I’d be on my way to being a schoolteacher. It would  definitely be a dream come true to me.”

Francisco spotlights his frustration with a joke.

“What is the difference between race and being a magician?” Francisco asked. “They both create illusions,” he said with a smile.

Francisco has lived in Richmond since he was five, attending local  schools and graduating from Richmond High. At school, he says, students  know who is a legal resident and who is not. Those with documentation  get help and guidance. Those without often lose hope.

“I had a friend, Jose, that always wanted to join the military,” said  Francisco. “Then one day in the 12th grade he just dropped out of  school. He was like, ‘Why am I going? I can’t even get a job here.’ He  just bailed out totally.”

Francisco says being an undocumented immigrant is no walk in the  park. Applying for insurance or obtaining a driver’s license is  impossible. Not to mention the mental hurdle of hearing media outlets  define them as criminals.

“Illegal immigrants aren’t the ones bringing drugs into this country —  we just want work and a better life,” said Francisco. “Another thing I  see is the misconception that most illegal immigrants get welfare — the  thing is we can’t even get it.”

But beyond the political, cultural and language barriers, there is  something else: a nine-number code that everyone needs to make a living —  a Social Security number.

In order to work most undocumented immigrants obtain false Social Security numbers. This is what Francisco did.

“You go over to the Mission and just by walking around and dressing  and looking like you’re an immigrant they’ll pull you off the street and  ask if you want a Social Security number,” said Francisco. “It’s an  underground operation.”

But there are risks. When Francisco applied for financial aid while  as a student at a local college, officials then discovered that not only  was his Social Security number false, it also contained a felony  charge.

“Can you imagine what would happen to me for things I didn’t even commit,” said Francisco. “My mistake was using a fake number.”

Unable to afford tuition because the college could not offer  financial aid without a proper Social Security number, Francisco was  forced to drop out of college.

And so the game of cat and mouse begins.

Francisco believes big business has something to do with the  difficult passage of the DREAM Act. As for the failing legislation,  Francisco is resigned to his lack of power in American society.

“Illegal immigrants are scapegoats in this country,” said Francisco. “But in reality big businesses like their cheap labor.”

Francisco hopes immigration reform happens in his lifetime, but is well aware that it’s pretty far away right now.

“It’s always good to keep hopes — we can only do what we can do,” said Francisco.

In the meantime, Francisco will keep working and contributing to his  community as a volunteer where he works with local kids. Even if he  never becomes a citizen he wants to give back.

“What I would really love though, is if I could be someone that kids  can go back and say, ‘Oh he was working like that and he didn’t have the  papers that I don’t have — at least he did something.’ I hope they can  look back one day and say ‘I remember that guy!’”

It has been over nine years since the Dream Act was conceptualized.  It may take another nine for its economic and philosophical logic to be  understood. But as long as immigrants live, eat, breathe and die in this  country, the Statue of Liberty will never stop dreaming.
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Did Sausalito Mayor B.S. on His Resume?

A Dartmouth environmental degree has morphed from year to year
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Sausalito Mayor Jonathan Leone





On the voter information pamphlet for the November elections, Sausalito Mayor Jonathan Leone, who is running for re-election to city council, lists under education a gold-plated stack of credentials: an MBA from Dartmouth, a BA from Yale, and a BS in environmental studies from Dartmouth.

The MBA is real. And he did attend Yale. But Dartmouth, as one of the oldest liberal arts colleges in the nation, has never issued a BS degree since it was founded in 1769, when King George III granted its charter.

Dartmouth officials this week said that the university registrar had confirmed Leone’s MBA but could not find records of his environmental degree.

“Mr. Leone received a MBA from the Tuck School of Business in 1992. We are unable to verify a Bachelors of Science or certificate in environmental studies,” Latarsha R. Gatlin, a public affairs officer, wrote in an e-mail to The Bay Citizen on Monday.

Leone, in a brief interview in Sausalito this week, said that while he was an MBA student in 1992, he had received a BS certificate — rather than a degree — although he had taken “enough classes for a major in environmental studies.” But no records were kept, he explained, because he was the first business student at Dartmouth who attempted to concurrently fulfill an undergraduate major.

“There was no formal program,” Leone said. “It was what I was interested in and I had to make it up myself. It was a labor of love.”

Kim Wind, the environmental studies program administrator at Dartmouth, did not rule out the possibility that Leone had taken a substantial course load in that department. She said the records may still exist.

“They might be on a disk somewhere, and I’m trying to find that disk,” Wind said by telephone this week. But if Leone did fulfill the major requirements, she added: “It would be a BA in environmental studies, I believe.”

Leone said that he has sent Dartmouth officials "running around" to recover records that would prove he had taken the environmental courses. Once he receives the records in the coming weeks, he said, he will submit them to Marin County elections officials to make sure "everything is kosher."

He added: “I have nothing to be worried about.”

As a young, popular councilman, Leone does not likely fear that his resume will be devalued even if he ultimately fails to supply a transcript. But an environmental credential would burnish any candidate's resume in a county where green politics prevail, locals say.

Like the rest of Marin, Sausalito, an affluent town set against lush hills that tumble into the San Francisco Bay, is famous for its  strong sense of environmental stewardship

“Green is big here,” said Billie Anderson, a former owner of the Marinscope newspaper, who occasionally organizes nonpartisan political events and debates in the community.

“No candidate who is opposed to environmentalist positions would ever get elected,” said Paul Albritton, a former vice mayor of Sausalito. “You absolutely need those credentials.”

Leone’s credential from Dartmouth, though, has seemed to morph in subtle ways over the past few election cycles.

When he first unsuccessfully ran for City Council in 2004, Leone’s candidate statement read that he held a “BS Certificate” in Environmental Studies.

His 2006 candidate statement also listed Leone as holding a “BS Certificate in Dartmouth,” while a profile of Leone in the Marin Independent-Journal that year listed him as having a Dartmouth bachelors.

In 2010, he dropped the word “certificate” altogether.

In at least three recent public appearances, he has mentioned the environmental studies degree. At talk before Sausalito Environmental Action, a citizens’ group in late September, Leone began his remarks with what had become a standard refrain.

“I have an MBA from Dartmouth and a degree in Environmental Studies from Dartmouth at the same time," the mayor said.

He was, he added, "the first person to have ever done it."
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Gerry Shih Gerry Shih is The Bay Citizen's government and politics writer. He came from The New York Times, where he wrote for the local Bay Area pages and the business section in New York. He is ...
                    










Loading ...







This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.baycitizen.org/elections-2010/story/did-sausalito-mayor-bs-his-resume/



 | Section Menu | Main Menu | 
| Next | Section Menu | Main Menu | Previous | 




Posted in Richmond Mayoral Race

Last updated 10/06/2010 at 10:20 a.m. PDT




Richmond Mayor Fights Accusations That She's Unfit to Serve

Police unions opposing Gayle McLaughlin attack her for past mental illness revealed in bankruptcy filing
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Julia Landau

Mayor McLaughlin responds to attacks on her fitness to serve





Gayle McLaughlin fought back today against accusations that she is  unfit to serve as mayor, after political opponents produced documents  revealing a 2001 bankruptcy and referring to "serious psychological  disabilities."

The documents originate from a Chapter 7 bankruptcy filing. They show  that McLaughlin had more than $100,000 in student loan debt at the  time, and note that she had received Social Security disability payments  for a "serious psychological" condition for about nine years. In a  press conference this evening, the mayor confirmed the authenticity of  the documents, but said not all the information contained in them is  still accurate.  When pressed to explain, she said she is no longer on  disability, but would not elaborate further.

McLaughlin confirmed that she defaulted on her debt in 2001 and said  she is still working to pay off the student loans—which now total about  $125,000. The mayor would not comment on her mental health, but an aide  said she had suffered from depression and has since overcome it.

“Some years in my earlier life were extremely challenging,” the mayor  said, reading from a statement. “I was the victim of multiple crimes  and have experienced a host of personal losses, including debilitating  illnesses and deaths within my family. My health and personal finances  suffered as well.”

The documents’ release marks the rollout of a coordinated campaign  against McLaughlin. Today, the Richmond Police Officers Assocation and  International Association of Firefighters Local 188 launched the website  www.therealmayorgayle.com and will air attack ads starting Wednesday. The unions are funding the  campaign through a political action committee called Richmond First. In  response, McLaughlin lashed out at what she called “dirty campaigning.”

“Those who oppose our program for positive change in Richmond have  decided to attack me personally, in an attempt to distract voters from  the important issues and decisions we face,” McLaughlin said.

The full records from McLaughlin’s bankruptcy filing paint the  picture of a depressed and indebted woman, struggling to find work in  Vallejo. The documents indicate that as recently as 2003 McLaughlin was  $119,353 in debt; that her net worth was approximately $5000; and that  she was behind on rent at the Twin Bridges Mobile Home Park in Vallejo,  which she listed as her home address. The documents also state that she  had been unable to maintain employment for much of her adult life.

In a press conference a few hours before the mayor spoke, members of  the police and firefighters unions said they were simply making  information public to inform the voters. They argue that the mayor has  ignored firefighters in Richmond, and that the department has been  understaffed.

Richmond Firefighters Association president Jim Russey said his  organization hired a private investigator to look into the mayor’s  background. He said it cost approximately $15,000, and that they had  known about the bankruptcy for about 10days.

“You don’t go from being jobless because of psychiatric issues to  becoming the mayor of one of the largest cities in California and in the  nation,” Russey said in a statement. “If the voters had known the truth  about the mayor from the beginning, they would have never elected her.”

Mayoral candidate Nat Bates e-mailed the bankruptcy document to the  media on Monday, calling the revelations “a good example of candidates  coming into a city relatively unknown and swaying voters who do not know  them.”

In an interview Monday, Bates said he was not trying to capitalize on  the mayor’s nine-year old bankruptcy filing, and insisted that he was  not “basing [his] campaign success on the basis of someone else’s  apparent misfortune.”

“I have no intention of dropping myself to the level of talking about her misfortunes,” he said.

Councilmember Tom Butt, a staunch ally of the mayor, called the  information in the document, “old news,” and said it has no relevance to  McLaughlin’s performance as a councilmember or mayor.

“I think it’s kind of unfair,” Butt said. “Here’s a person who  clearly was facing some substantial personal adversities that involved  her health and her financial situation . . . and she rose past all that  and emerged a strong and capable person and that’s the person that  people have seen serving them for the last six years.”

Butt said he had known about the mayor’s past for some time, and  added that it was “tacky” for Bates to release this information.

“It’s my perception that none of the situations that were described  in [the document] are current,” Butt said. “All of that’s past history.  Gayle has long since been off the disability statuses she was on. She’s  healthy and sound and has performed well over the last six years.”
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'Texas Oil Money Is Trying to Knock Out Silicon Valley'

In a Q&A;, green economy activist Van Jones jabs at Prop. 23 and explains why AB32 matters


                
                    By Ngoc Nguyen, New America Media on 
                
                October 5, 2010 - 2:11 p.m. PDT
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Van Jones at a clean energy summit in Las Vegas





With less than a month to go before the elections, opponents of Proposition  23, the measure to suspend the state's climate change law, have ramped up their campaign, knocking on doors and staffing phone  banks to sway voters. They've even recruited Van Jones, Pres. Obama's former green jobs  czar, to counter the "yes" campaign's claims that AB 32 is a  jobs killer.

Jones is co-founder of Green for All, a national organization whose mission is "to build an inclusive green economy strong enough to lift people out of poverty." He is a  senior fellow at the Center for American Progress. New America Media editor Ngoc Nguyen asks Jones where all  the green jobs are.

The supporters of Prop. 23 say AB 32 is a jobs killer. Would Prop. 23 be better for the state’s economy?

In  California, there’s always one ballot measure that does the opposite of  what it says and that is this one. AB 32 is a jobs creator. Half  a  million people are working in California right now in clean tech and  clean energy fields because of the leadership that California’s  legislature has shown. That’s the truth. And all this is is Texas oil  money trying to knock out Silicon Valley as a competitor for the energy  future in America. That’s all it is. If this were really about jobs in  California…Californians would be putting money [into the proposition].  All the money here is coming from Texas.

Prop. 23 has the  support of small business interest groups, including the California  Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. The group says that AB 32 won’t really  help small businesses, it will just enrich Silicon Valley venture  capitalists.

Silicon Valley types don’t install solar  panels. That’s done by small contractors. Retrofitting and upgrading  homes so they don’t waste energy, that’s done by small contractors. One  thing you know for sure is that small businesses don‘t run oil platforms   and… California small businesses won’t be  running any oil platforms  in Texas, so  it doesn’t make sense to jump into bed with them. The next  round of job creation and  the next set of entrepreneurial  opportunities are going to be coming from the industries of tomorrow.  California  right now has a tremendous head start, and it would be  foolish to throw that head start away.

Everyone wants to know  where are the green jobs – they are hopeful that there will be green  jobs, but they can’t access them. It’s a real frustration. What would  you tell them?

One of the challenges we have is that green  jobs are very visible in the political conversation…as a political  concept, but they are not very visible as an economic fact. For  instance, there are 80,000 coal miners in America in the old energy  economy. There are already 80,000 people who are  working in the wind  industry in America and the solar industry supports an additional 46,000  jobs, so there are already more people with green jobs, in wind and  solar, than we have coal miners.  Most people don’t know that.

You  don’t have people on television doing those jobs, and they are newer  jobs. No one doubts [coal mining jobs], because you’ve seen those for  hundreds of years. So part of it is people are less aware of the jobs  that are being created. And the other part is we do need more of these  jobs. Though we are in a tough economy without the federal government  having passed the right bills, they are growing. 

What  happens if Prop. 23 fails, but the governor suspends it for one year as  Republican gubernatorial candidate Meg Whitman has suggested?

Any  delay in implementation is a delay in clean energy job creation, a  roadblock for clean tech investors and a dream come true for China.

What  kills jobs more than anything is an uncertain legal environment where  the laws are changed around every year, so that businesses don’t know  where they should invest or disinvest or grow or cut back. That’s why  this whole Prop. 23 is so dangerous. You’ve got  people who are right  now investing in California. And just as the train is beginning to  move  down the tracks,  you’ve got people who want to knock it into the ditch  and say they are doing that to create jobs. But, how would you ever  create jobs by eliminating the policies that are attracting capital and  replacing the bill with nothing?

A recent  Field Poll  found that ethnic voters, who could play a decisive role in passing the  measure, were still on the fence on Prop. 23 – what would you say to  these voting groups?

This is again one of those trickster  ballot measures that says all the right things and does all the wrong  things. It does require voters to do a double take to figure out this  thing would be a catastrophe for California’s job future. I’m not  surprised people are divided or confused. It’s designed to be confusing.  They pretend that this doesn’t eliminate the climate legislation, and  just postpones it, but it postpones it  essentially forever, because the  conditions under which it would ever come back into force, almost never  occur in California’s economy. It pretends that it’s about protecting  jobs, when it’s really about killing the only jobs creation machine in  California. 

What do Texas oil companies have to gain from Prop. 23?

If  Californians invent cleaner technology that doesn’t rely on oil, Texas  oil companies lose a ton of money. That’s why they are willing to spend a  ton of money on a tricky ballot measure. In California politics, follow  the money. You can polish up any language and get it on the ballot  measure but look at the fine print and look where the money is coming  from and that’s all you need to know.
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Report: Prosecutors Rarely Punished for Misconduct

Witness intimidation, withholding evidence and other wrongdoing found in hundreds of cases


                
                    By 
Shoshana Walter
 on 
                
                October 5, 2010 - 10:55 a.m. PDT








[image: ]


Getty Images

Wrongful convictions have put innocent people behind bars





Scott Ball was still recuperating from a motorcycle accident in 2008 when Toni Sanders, his home health care aide, told police she was the victim of a brutal beating.

It turns out Ball himself may have been the victim – of prosecutorial misconduct.

Despite holes in Sanders’ story, Fresno county prosecutors charged Ball with attempted kidnapping and assault with a deadly weapon. And at the trial, when one witness informed prosecutor Melissa Baidzar Baloaian Sahatjian that Ball was not the man responsible, Sahatjian withheld the information from the defense and sent the witness home.

When prosecutors withhold evidence – as in Ball’s case – or commit other acts of misconduct, they are rarely punished, according to a report released this week by the Northern California Innocence Project (NCIP), a nonprofit organization based at the Santa Clara University School of Law.

The study covered a 13-year period and found that in 707 cases of misconduct statewide, only six prosecutors were disciplined by the California Bar Association, even after convictions were overturned. Sixty-seven prosecutors committed acts of misconduct more than once.

The NCIP tracked misconduct during criminal trials between 1997 and 2009 and said that courts frequently fail to report misconduct, the state Bar Association rarely investigates it, defense attorneys fail to protest it, and prosecutors have few internal policies regarding misconduct.

The report says those conditions have fostered a culture that excuses misconduct and abuses public trust.

“There’s very little there to deter prosecutors from committing this type of behavior,” said NCIP director Kathleen Ridolfi. “We’re not saying prosecutors across the state are bad and unethical. We’re saying that prosecutors guilty of misconduct are casting a terrible shadow on their whole offices. The good prosecutors are not trusted because of what the other prosecutors are doing.”

Misconduct encompasses a range of actions, such as mischaracterizing evidence, intimidating a witness and shifting the burden of proof.

The California Commission of Judicial Performance did not return calls Monday seeking comment on the report.

But deputy chief trial counsel Russell Weiner of the California Bar Association said the organization “has taken appropriate action” in the cases it has investigated.

In a written response to the report, Weiner said not all misconduct necessitates discipline. For example, unintentional misconduct, such as errors made in conjunction with other attorneys, the court or defense might not result in punishment.

A spokeswoman declined to detail the nature of complaints the organization receives and investigates, citing state statutes. Weiner also declined to discuss any specific cases mentioned in the NCIP’s report, but said the organization is “discussing it.”

“Certainly, if a prosecutor intentionally fails to turn over exculpatory evidence or makes willful misrepresentations to the court, such misconduct should be investigated,” he said. “However, the State Bar must prove allegations of attorney misconduct by clear and convincing evidence.”

The court is required to report misconduct to the bar when a judgment in a criminal case is reversed or overturned. According to researchers, there were 31 of these cases in the Bay Area.

In Fresno, Ball was ultimately found guilty of beating Sanders. But an Appeal Court, after discovering that Sahatjian dismissed the witness, overturned the conviction and sentence in 2009.

The attorney, according to the NCIP, has not faced consequences.

In addition to requiring courts to expand the kinds of misconduct they report, Ridolfi said the names of all attorneys investigated for misconduct should be made public and said district attorneys should also crack down on misconduct with stricter policies and investigation.

Because of a legacy of few consequences, Ridolfi said it’s those offices that may be the most resistant to change.

“Up till now, it’s just simply been tolerated,” she said.

Correction: An earlier version of this story stated that the California Bar Association declined to discuss the number of complaints about misconduct that it receives due to state statutes. It is the nature of the complaints that is protected by statute.
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Shoshana Walter Shoshana is the crime reporter for The Bay Citizen. Before moving to the Mission, she wrote about runaway monkeys, murders and all sorts of mayhem as a cops reporter for The Ledger in Lakeland, Fla., ...
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A Look at Prop. B Campaign Funders

Among those supporting the pension reform measure are investors, philanthropists and corporate leaders
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Adithya Sambamurthy/The Bay Citizen

Jeff Adachi, center, speaks to members of the West Twin Peaks Council during a debate on Proposition B with Tim Paulson, Executive Director of the San Francisco Labor Council, on Monday, September 27, 2010





Campaign-finance disclosures for the upcoming elections are due today. The forms detail what donations came in from July 16 through September 30, and from whom.

In the bitterly fought battle over Proposition B, public defender Jeff Adachi's pension- and benefits reform initiative, the disclosure form shows that the campaign has taken in $720,867 so far.

The disclosure forms for the public unions opposed to the measure should be available Tuesday.

Sequoia Capital venture capitalist Michael Moritz, who with his wife gave Adachi $245,000 earlier this year to get the campaign going, does not show up on the most-recent list of donors at all.

The largest donors for the most current period are, in descending order:

Richard Beleson, identified as a financial analyst at Capital Group Cos. on Union Street, is listed as having donated $100,000 in total. A recent article on the website of the American Numismatic Society says that Beleson, a nominee for the board of trustees of the coin-collecting organization, is a retired research analyst who followed the biotech and pharmaceutical industries.

George Hume, of Basic American Foods, donated $50,000 on July 29. He is a member of the board of directors of the San Francisco Opera.

David Crane, a San Francisco Democrat who is also economic policy advisor to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, gave $22,500 on September 28, bringing his total contribution to $32,500.

Investor and philanthropist Warren Hellman, who is a major funder of The Bay Citizen and chairman of its board, donated $50,000 on August 4.

Richard Riordan, of Los Angeles, donated $25,000 in July.  It was not immediately possible to learn if this is the former mayor of Los Angeles.

Republican investor Howard Leach, who co-hosted a Prop. B fundraiser with former Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr. on September 16, gave $25,000 on September 15.

Stephen Bechtel Jr., listed as "owner" of Bechtel Corp., gave $10,000 on September 20.

Diane Wilsey, a philanthropist who is also a funder of The Bay Citizen and a member of its board, gave $1,000 on September 29.

Board members of The Bay Citizen play no role in editorial operations.

Adachi's group stated that it has $82,760 in cash as of September 30.
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Elizabeth Lesly Stevens Senior writer Elizabeth Lesly Stevens writes primarily about business and finance. A recent transplant to San Francisco, she spent many years in New York as an editor and writer at Business Week, a media-business columnist ...
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Fed Funds to Bolster Bay Area Transit

Eight local transit agencies will get millions to improve service, bus shelters and reduce crowding
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A Muni bus carries passengers along Market Street





Bay Area transit agencies are about to get tens of millions of dollars more to maintain and replace their aging fleets of vehicles, the federal Department of Transportation announced today.

The grants, part of a  $776 million outlay to 152 projects nationwide, announced in a national conference call by Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood and Federal Transit Agency head Peter Rogoff.

"This means that transit providers can finally make many of the repairs they have been putting off," LaHood said.

Eight different local transit agencies, including MUNI, AC Transit, and the Golden Gate Bridge authority, will receive additional federal money.

MUNI is getting the most money in Northern California. San Francisco's transit agency will receive $35 million to construct a new bus maintenance depot on Cesar Chavez street.

MUNI will also be getting $8.8 million to create an "asset management system to track the condition of the agency's fleet, facilities and equipment in order to assist in decision-making," according to the DOT.

AC Transit received a similar "asset management" grant for $5 million.

Even with three-quarters of a billion dollars, the federal government was only able to fund a fraction of the requests that came in from transit agencies around the country.

FTA chief Rogoff said in most cases the agency gave preference to these "asset management" requests over applications for more money for new buses, streetcars or maintenance facilities.

Passengers riding in old, crowded buses stand to benefit more from these new computer systems, he said, because such systems allow transit agencies to "put more service on the streets at a lesser cost."

"It's a process that's hard to describe," he said, "but we think it's essential to providing quality service."

But transit advocates, like Bob Allen of Oakland-based Urban Habitat, say that new computer systems can only help so much when bus systems are being forced to raise fares and slash service due to record deficits.

"We have such an imbalance," he said. "The economy goes down, then service gets cut and people have to pay more for less."

AC Transit has already made two rounds of service cuts, he noted, and is currently considering eliminating weekend service on 39 of its routes.

Unless the federal government steps in to offer generous subsidies to transit agencies, Allen said, service will be so eviscerated that AC Transit will enter a "death spiral."

"You're not going to have people using the system.," Allen said. "You're going to be left with only the folks who absolutely have to depend on transit, which will lead to even more service cuts and fair increases."

Other local projects funded by FTA grants announced Monday include $460,000 to replace deteriorating asphalt at a Sonoma County Transit bus yard in Santa Rosa;  $1.6 million to improve bus shelters throughout Marin County; and $1.9 million for new buses for the Napa County transit agency.
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The Oakland 49ers? 

Study: New $735 million stadium in Oakland could house Niners and Raiders
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Zusha Elinson
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Rendering of proposed 49ers stadium in Santa Clara





As the hapless 49ers and Raiders vie to become the Bay Area’s first football team with two wins, the competition to build a new stadium is also heating up.

A new study released Friday by the Oakland Alameda Coliseum Stadium Authority sketches out details of a new stadium next to the Oakland Coliseum with a $735 million price tag. (Read it here) At the same time, the 49ers are moving ahead with plans for a $937 million stadium in Santa Clara, which won voter approval in June. 

The study comes as the Raiders continue to struggle on the field and to attract fans to games. Yesterday’s loss to the Texans drew just 32,218 fans, as The Bay Citizen reported, the lowest total in three decades

Experts agree that only one new stadium will get built in the Bay Area because of the availability of financing and the desire of the National Football League to house two teams in one stadium where possible.

“It is counterintuitive to think that there will ever be two new single-use football stadiums 30 miles away from each other in the Bay Area,” said Andy Dolich, a former 49ers executive who now runs Dolich & Associates.

Although the 49ers have a considerable head start in the race for a new stadium, East Bay politicians have loudly proclaimed that Oakland is better than Santa Clara – for both teams.

“The Coliseum is the best place in the Bay Area to locate a stadium for many reasons," said Scott Haggerty, chairman of the stadium authority, "not the least of which are the existing transportation resources: BART, Amtrak, two interstate highways and the Oakland Airport are within minutes of the stadium site."

The authority paid consultants $125,000 for the study. A presentation was made on the key details Friday, although the entire study has yet to be released.

In one scenario, the study envisions a new stadium being built in the Oakland Coliseum’s parking lot for both teams. The cost would be $735 million and another $144 million when the debt on the current stadium is factored in. The cost for a new stadium for just the Raiders would cost around $717 million before debt obligations.

“What we found out from this study is that it's most economic if both teams play in the same stadium,” said Deena McClain, interim director of the stadium authority.

The stadium would be paid for with $96 million from local taxes. Another $133 million is projected to come from one-time “membership equity fees,” and $150 million is projected to come from the NFL. That would leave the teams to kick in $483 million.

The study makes clear that the Raiders would walk if there is no public funding  -- and that a new stadium would have to be done by 2014 to “remain competitive” with Santa Clara, an extremely tight timeline, experts say.






[image: Zusha Elinson]



Zusha Elinson Bay Citizen reporter covering environment, land use and transportation. My reporting has led me all over the Bay from the Oakland Post in Oakland, to the Marinscope in Sausalito, and most recently to the Recorder ...
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