
		
			
				The duties of a police officer include,

				(a) preserving the peace;

				(b) preventing crimes and other offences and providing assistance and encouragement to other persons in their prevention;

				(c) assisting victims of crime;

				(d) apprehending criminals and other offenders and others who may lawfully be taken into custody;

				(e) laying charges and participating in prosecutions;

				(f) executing warrants that are to be executed by police officers and performing related duties;

				(g) performing the lawful duties that the chief of police assigns;

				(h) in the case of a municipal police force and in the case of an agreement under section 10(agreement for provision of police services by the Ontario Provincial Police), enforcing municipal by-laws;

				(i) completing the prescribed training.

				This list describes the work of an officer almost entirely in terms of crime. It fits well with the portrayal of police as crime fighters in movies and television programs. Yet, the best estimates are that police spend only 15 per cent of their time dealing with criminal issues, and as already noted, the average officer makes no more than seven or eight arrests in a year. We all have some idea of the other things a police officer does‚Äîdealing with traffic issues, including malfunctioning traffic lights; providing order at parades and other public events; assisting people who can‚Äôt look after themselves because of illness, addiction, or other causes of distress; responding to calls for service‚Äîbut these are apparently not official duties.

			

		

	