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        If you prefer a shorter course than the 10K, or if youâ��d like to get the whole family out together, then the 2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Run is the perfect route to take! Show your kids that fitness is fun by signing them up for one of Vancouverâ��s premier family events. 

        

        It is recommended that adults or escorts accompany children eight and under in the Shaw Mini Sun Run. All adult escorts or parents must register. There is no fee for adult escorts or parents unless a T-shirt is requested.

        

        2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Runners do NOT need a timing chip. The event is not timed. 

        

        2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Runners can be members of a school team but NOT of a corporate team.

        

        There is no race day registration.

        

        The names of all Shaw Mini Sun Runners are printed in The Vancouver Sun on Monday, May 10. To order your copy, call 604-689-9441.

        

        

        

        Start Time:   

        8:00 a.m. @ Concord Place (beside the main stage)

        

        

        
          FOR A MAP OF THE 2.5KM SHAW MINI SUN RUN, CLICK HERE
        

        Shaw Mini Sun Runners head east on Pacific Boulevard from the 10K finish line, veer left on Keefer St., left on Abbott St., then take a right turn on Expo Boulevard followed by a left turn on Terry Fox Way and finally wind back onto Pacific Boulevard for the final stretch to the finish line which ends by GM Place.

        

        

        Entertainment: 

        Dozens of mascots and performers entertain the runners at the start area and at the Sun Run Fair (location for 2010 is pending, stay tuned for more details) at the post-event party and in the Kids Zone. The Kids Zone is a kidâ��s haven with a variety of activities from face painting, balloon artistry and bouncy inflatables. Kids are guaranteed to have a good time.

        

        Race package pick up:

        Adults participating in the 2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Run receive the souvenir Vancouver Sun Run T-shirt and running bib number. Every youth-size Shaw Mini Sun Runner receives a paint-your-own T-shirt, paints and running bib number. Race packages must be picked up at the Sun Run Fair at its new location - at Concord Place:

        	

        	Thursday, May 6     10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        	

        	Friday, May 7         10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        

        	Saturday, May 8     10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

        	

        

        Entry fee:  

        Fees differ by registration date.Â  Fee includes a T-shirt and paints.Â  There's no fee for registered adult escorts, unless a T-shirt is requested. 

        

        Â 

        

        Â 

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Shaw+Mini+2010/898161/story.html
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        Fees and deadlines for the Sun Run 2010
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      Entry fee includes a Sun Run 2010 souvenir T-shirt featuring artwork by Vancouver artist, Tiko Kerr. Youth size Shaw Mini Sun Run participants will receive a paint-your-own t-shirt and a paint kit.

Fees are per person. GST included (No. 863274767)

Entry fee includes a Sun Run 2010 souvenir T-shirt featuring artwork by Vancouver artist, Tiko Kerr. Youth size Shaw Mini Sun Run participants will receive a paint-your-own t-shirt and a paint kit.

Fees are per person. GST included (No. 863274767)


	SUN RUN REGISTRATION PRICING
	INDIVIDUALS
	10K Sun Run
	Before Jan 31	$35
	Feb 1-Mar 31	$40
	Apr 1-May 8	$45
	2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Run (under 18yrs)
	Before Jan 31	$17
	Feb 1-Mar 31	$17
	Apr 1-May 8	$22
	2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Run (18yrs and over)
	Before Jan 31	$25
	Feb 1-Mar 31	$25
	Apr 1-May 8	$30
	2.5K Shaw Mini Sun Run Escort
	Before Jan 31	No charge (no T-shirt)
	Feb 1-Mar 31	No charge (no T-shirt)
	Apr 1-May 8	No charge (no T-shirt)
	TEAMS:
	Corporate (10 or more members)
	Before Feb 19	$40
	Feb 20-Mar 19	$45
	
	School â�� student (20 or more members)
	Before Feb 26	$17
	Feb 27-Mar 26	$22
	School - adult (18yrs and over)
	Before Feb 26	$25
	Feb 27-Mar 26	$30

Online and fax registration for individual 10K entrants and Shaw Mini Sun run participants closes midnight May 5. Corporate Team registration closes March 19, and School Team registration ends March 26.

Late registrations will be accepted in person only at the Sun Run Fair - note: new location pending. Thursday, May 6 through Friday May 7, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.,  and Saturday, May 8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

There is no race day registration.

The Vancouver Sun Subscribers receive a $2 discount. Subscriber discount is not available to InTraining Clinic participants.

Members of BC Athletics save an extra $3! Call 604-333-3550 or visit www.bcathletics.org and join today.

www.vancouversun.com/sunrun


    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Fees+deadlines+2010/898167/story.html
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          DOWNLOAD A WEETABIX SCHOOL TEAM REGISTRATION FORM
        

        

        Early Bird Deadline: Feb. 26 (Students $17, Adults $22)

        

        Register between Feb. 26 - March 26 (Students $25, Adults $30)

        

        Register 20+ participants to create your team

        

        *FINAL DEADLINE:   MARCH 26*

        

        Team Package Pick-up:

        

        The Vancouver Sun, Lobby - 200 Granville St. Vancouver, BC

        

        May 5   11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        

        My 6     10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        

        May 7   10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

        

        *There is no team pick-up on Saturday, May 8 or on race day* 

        

        

        2010 SCHOOL TEAM CAPTAINS:

        

        It is time to boost your school's spirit and encourage physical activity among the students. Register your 2010 School Team today! Below is everything you need to know to get your team registered and ready for race day!

        

        1 - Recruit:

        

        Teams can include runners, joggers, walkers or wheelchair participants. The minimum team size is 20 people; there is no maximum. Teams can be comprised of fellow students, staff, friends, or family. One adult for every two entrants age 18 or younger is permitted (adult surcharge is $5).

        

        

        2 - Register:

        

        ONLINE: 

        Choose the convenience of online entry at www.sunrun.com. There's no extra fee and there's less administration for you. Online entry automatically captures all the necessary information including individual's T-shirt sizes and can accept payment. Multiple entrants can register online with one payment! To allow team members to register online, team captains must first create a new school team entry.

        

        Note:  *At deadline times, online registration traffic is very high. Create your team well in advance to avoid delays. (Early bird deadline- February 26; Final deadline - March 26).   

        

        

        BY MAIL OR IN PERSON:

        

        Team members or team captains wanting to register by mail or in person may contact the Sun Run Office (604-689-9441) or drop in to fill out their forms (Suite 21 - 200 Granville St.). The office is open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm.

        

        

        
          3 - Train: GET YOUR TEAM INTRAINING!!!
        

        

        â�¢  Post the official Sun Run 13 week InTraining schedule at your school. Schedules can be found online and printed off for team members.

        

        â�¢  Organize regular group outings for runners or walkers of similar ability.

        

        â�¢  Join a 13-week Sun Run InTraining Clinic, presented by Alliance Athletics. Clinics organized by Sport MedBC and are suitable for novice to experienced walkers and runners. Clinics are available at 65+ recreation centres in the Lower Mainland and beyond starting February 6. Visit the InTraining link on the website or call the Sun Run office 604-689-9441 for details and locations. *Note: Some clinics are available for children 13 years and older when accompanied by a parent or guardian. Please visit the InTraining link or call the Sun Run Office 604-689-9441 for details.

        

        

        
          4 - Race Packages:
        

        

        â�¢ Team captains must pick up race bibs and ChampionChips for all members of their team.

        

        Race packages can be picked up at:

        

        The Vancouver Sun, Lobby - 200 Granville St. Vancouver

        

        May 5    11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        

        May 6    10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

        

        May 7    10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

        

        *There is no team pick-up on Saturday, May 8 or on race day*

        

        â�¢  Race packages for team member's friends or family who are not on your team, are registered as individuals or are registered in the 2.5km Shaw Mini Sun Run, must be picked up separately at the Sun Run Fair at its new location - Concord Place May 6, 7  8.

        

        Team captains receive race packages for team members only. 

        

        

        5 - Team T-shirts:

        

        Team T-shirts will be delivered to the address provided on the Team captain's registration form directly from the screen printer by May 5. Team captains must still pick up race bibs and timing chips at location and dates mentioned above.

        

        

        6 - Team LOOK-UP will be available after February 1:

        

        Team captains can look up their team and see everyone who has registered. To login click on the link above, when prompted enter your assigned team number, your last name and the e-mail address used on your Team Captain Form. Please contact the sun run office if you have any questions 604-689-9441.

        

        2010 TEAM AWARDS:

        

        â�¢ School Prizes! Largest elementary and secondary school team receive $600, second largest elementary and secondary school receive $400, largest secondary school or elementary school team outside the Lower Mainland $400, and a random draw for $300 including all participating elementary and secondary schools.

        

        *Note: Team sizes are based on the number or student participants only.   School Team Division is for Elementary, Middle and Secondary school teams only.

        

        â�¢ Team captain prizes! If all of your team members register online you will be entered to win one of three great prizes with a Grand Prize of a weekend at Whistler!

        

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Weetabix+School+Team+Challenge+2010/898160/story.html
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            DOWNLOAD A CORPORATE TEAM REGISTRATION FORM 
          
        

        

        

        
          
            DOWNLOAD ARTWORK SPECS FOR CORPORATE TEAMS
          
        

        

        

        Thank you to all 24,059 Corporate Team runners and walkers!!

        

        

        IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2010:

        

        Corporate Team Early Bird deadline: February 19

        

        Corporate Team Final deadline: March 19

        

        

        
          Team package pickup 
        

        

        The Vancouver Sun, Lobby - 200 Granville St. Vancouver, BC

        

        May 5   11am to 7pm

        

        May 6   10am to 7pm

        

        May 7   10am to 2pm

        

        *There is no team pick-up on Saturday, May 8 or on race day*

        

        

        
          2010 TEAM CAPTAINS:
        

        

        

        It is time to boost your group's spirit and bring about some competition between other companies in your industry. Register your 2010 Corporate Team today! Below is everything you need to know to get your team registered and ready for race day!

        

        1 - Recruit:

        

        Teams can include runners, joggers, walkers or wheelchair participants. The minimum team size is 10 people; there is no maximum. Teams can be comprised of co-workers, colleagues, friends, family, or neighbours.

        

        Adults participating in the 2.5km Shaw Mini Sun Run: Adult team members may choose to complete the shorter Shaw Mini Sun Run, but they must pay the full corporate team rate. Adult team members participating in the Shaw Mini Sun run will not have their names listed in the Sun Run results.

        

        Children participating in the 2.5km Shaw Mini Sun Run: Children registered for the Shaw Mini Sun Run cannot be accommodated on corporate teams and will be treated as individual entrants. Children will receive a paint-your-own-T-shirt kit and their race packages must be picked up separately (not with the corporate team packages) at the Sun Run Fair  @ its new location - Concord Place Thursday, May 6, Friday, May 7 and Saturday, May 8.

        

        Children participating in the 10km Sun Run: Children are welcome to participate in the 10km race as part of a corporate team, but they must accept an adult size t-shirt and are encouraged to jog or walk to avoid injury.

        

        

        2 - Register:

        

        

        ONLINE:

        

        Choose the convenience of online entry at www.sunrun.com. There's no extra fee and there's less administration for you. Online entry automatically captures all the necessary information including individual's T-shirt sizes and can accept payment. Multiple entrants can register online with one payment!

        

        To allow team members to register online, team captains must first create a new corporate team for 2010.

        	

        *At deadline times, online registration traffic is very high. Create your team well in advance to avoid delays. (Early bird deadline- February. 19; Final deadline - March 19)

        

        

        MAIL OR IN PERSON:

        

        Team members or team captains wanting to register by mail or in person may contact the Sun Run Office (604-689-9441) or drop in to fill out their forms (Suite 21 - 200 Granville St.). The office is open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm.

        

        

        
          3 - Train: GET YOUR TEAM IN TRAINING!!!
        

        

        â�¢ Post the official Sun Run 13 week InTraining schedule in your office. Schedules can be found online and printed off for team members.

        

        â�¢ Organize regular group outings for runners or walkers of similar ability.

        

        â�¢ Join a 13-week Sun Run InTraining Clinic, presented by Alliance Athletics. Clinics organized by Sport MedBC and are suitable for novice to experienced walkers and runners. Clinics are available at 65+ recreation centres in the Lower Mainland and beyond starting February 6. Visit the InTraining link on the website or call the Sun Run office 604-689-9441 for details and locations.

        

        

        4 - Race Packages:

        

        â�¢ Team captains must pick up race bibs and ChampionChips for all members of their team.

        

        Race packages can be picked up at:

        

        The Vancouver Sun, Lobby - 200 Granville St. Vancouver

        

        May 5    11 am to 7pm

        

        May 6    10am to 7pm

        

        May 7    10am to 2pm

        

        *There is no team pick-up on Saturday, May 8 or on race day*

        

        â�¢ Race packages for team member's friends or family who are not on your team, are registered as individuals or are registered in the 2.5km Shaw Mini Sun Run, must be picked up separately at the Sun Run Fair @ Concord Place May 6, 7  8.

        

        Team captains receive race packages for team members only.

        

         

        5 - Team T-shirts:

        

        Team T-shirts will be delivered to the address provided on the Team captain's registration form directly from the screen printer by May 5. Team captains must still pick up race bibs and timing chips at location and dates mentioned above.

        

         

        2010 TEAM AWARDS:

        

        â�¢ Hunt Personnel Temporarily Yours presents awards to teams in the following 15 corporate categories:

        

        Non-Corporate and Non-Professional Club/Association

        

        Communications/Marketing/Advertising

        

        Education

        

        Engineering

        

        Financial/Banking/Securities/Investments

        

        Food/Hospitality/Tourism

        

        Government

        

        Health/Medical/Dental

        

        High tech

        

        Legal and Accounting firms

        

        Real Estate/Development/Construction

        

        Resources

        

        Retail

        

        Transportation

        

        Other (specify)

        

        **Team Awards categories include Top Team Overall as well as a prize for the Top Team in each category.

        

        Team scoring:

        

        Finishers' times and positions are recorded at the finish line. The team's score is based on the accumulation of the top 10 team members' placement (i.e. what place they come in crossing the finish line based on their gender).

        

        *Elite runners on select corporate teams do not count towards the corporate team score.

        

        **Sun Run Sponsor teams do not qualify for prizes.

        

        Team Captain Prizes:

        

        Team Captains who have all of their team register online are eligible for additional prizes. The top prize being a weekend trip to Las Vegas!!

        

        Value of $1,500 !!

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Hunt+Personnel+Temporarily+Yours+Corporate+Team+Challenge+2010/898159/story.html
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        The following streets will be closed during the specified times on Sunday, May 9:

        

        
          Georgia Street 
        

        Seymour to Bute (start area)Â  5:00 a.m.Â â�� 10:30 a.m. 

        Bute to the Causeway (including all streetsÂ crossing Georgia)Â  8:00 a.m. â�� 10:30 a.m.

        Lions Gate Bridge: access from Pender Street onlyÂ  8:00 a.m. â�� 10:30 a.m.

        

        Various Downtown Streets 

        All streets within the area bounded byÂ Â Dunsmuir/Melville to Robson,Â  Seymour to ButeÂ  5:00 a.m. â�� 10:30 a.m

        Denman â�� Georgia to RobsonÂ  8:00 a.m. â�� 10:30 a.m.

        Robson â�� west of Denman to Stanley ParkÂ Â  8:00 a.m. â�� 10:30 a.m.

        Beach Avenue, Stanley Park to Hornby St.Â  8:30 a.m. â�� 11:30 a.m.

        

        
          Stanley Park 
        

        Stanley Park Dr at North Lagoon DrÂ  6:00 a.m. â�� 11:00 a.m.

        Ryan Rd at Park Lane/South Lagoon DrÂ  6:00 a.m. â�� 11:00 a.m.

        

        Pacific Boulevard 

        Burrard to Hornby (eastbound lanes)Â  6:00 a.m. â�� noon

        Nelson to AbbottÂ Â  6:00 a.m. â�� 1:30 p.m.

        Abbott to QuebecÂ  7:30 a.m. â�� 9:00 a.m.

        

        
          Bridge Closures 
        

        Burrard Bridge â�� all northbound traffic closedÂ  8:30 a.m. â�� noon

        Cambie Bridge â�� closed to all northbound trafficÂ  8:30 a.m. â�� 1:00

        

        W 2nd Avenue - Burrard to FirÂ  8:30 a.m. â�� noon

        Fir Street â�� W 2nd Ave to W 4th AveÂ Â  8:30 a.m. â�� noon

        W 4th Avenue/W 6th Avenue â�� Pine to CambieÂ  8:30 a.m. â�� noon

        Quebec, Keefer  Abbott Streets â�� closed to all trafficÂ  7:30 a.m. â�� 1:00 p.m.

        near Expo Boulevard and Pacific Boulevard.

        

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Road+Closures+2010/898168/story.html
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          Where do I mail my registration form to?
        

        

        The Sun Run Office

        

        Suite 21, 200 Granville Street

        

        Vancouver B.C., V6C 3N3

        

        

        
          How do I know if I'm registered?
        

        

        If you enter online, you will receive an e-mail message confirming your registration. If you submit your entry by mail, fax or in person, we can confirm your registration by e-mail, provided you include your e-mail address on the entry form. Your cancelled cheque or credit card statement is your receipt. For more information, you can call the Sun Run hotline at 604-689-9441.

        

        

        
          Can I register on race day?
        

        

        No. There is no race day registration.

        

        

        
          What is the closing date for race registration?
        

        

        You can register by mail, fax or online. Mailed entries must be postmarked by April 30. Online and fax registration closes May 5 at midnight.

        

        After May 5 you can register IN PERSON only on May 6, 7 and 8 at the Sun Run Fair @ Concord Place (note:  new location!). 

        

        

        
          When do I get my race number, T-shirt and Timing Chip?
        

        

        InTraining Clinic participants: Pick up your race package from your clinic leader.

        

        Individuals: Pick up your race package at the Sun Run Fair @ Concord Place.

        

        Thursday, May 6   10 am - 7 pm

        

        Friday, May 7       10 am - 7 pm

        

        Saturday, May 8   10 am - 5 pm

        

        

        Team Members:  Team t-shirts will be delivered from the screen printer directly to team captains by May 5.

        

        Team captains MUST still pick up race bibs and ChampionChips for all team members at the exclusive team captain check in at The Sun Run Office, 200 Granville Street.

        

        Wednesday, May 5    11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

        

        Thursday, May 6       10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

        

        Friday, May 7            10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

        

        There is no team pick up on Saturday, May 8 or race day. Race packages for team members' friends or family, who are not on your team and are registered as individuals or in the 2.5 km Shaw Mini Sun Run, must be picked up separately at the Sun Run Fair, May 6, 7  8.

        

        

        
          What do I need to collect my bib and t-shirt, etc at the Sun Run Fair?
        

        

        Your race bib number should have been emailed to you.  If not, please go on line and look up your race bib number befoer going to the Sun Run Fair.  You will be asked for that number when collecting your items.

        

        

        
          May I pick up a number, Timing Chip and T-shirt for someone else?
        

        

        Yes. Provided the person's entry has been pre-paid and an online or paper entry form has been completed.

        

        

        
          Can I pick up my T-shirt and race number on race day?
        

        

        Yes, only if you are pre-registered out-of-town entrant. An out-of-town entrant includes anyone who must pay long distance charges to call Vancouver from home. Race day package pick-up is located at the Hyatt Regency Vancouver between 6:30 am and 8:00 am.

        

        Out-of-town Shaw Mini Sun Runners may pick-up race packages at the Shaw Mini Sun Run start before 8:00am.

        

        

        
          How do I ensure that I have the correct timing Chip?
        

        

        Make sure the LAST 2 CHARACTERS on the LABEL on your bib (not the race number) matches the code on the back of your Chip. Volunteers will help verify a match using special scanners at the Sun Run Fair exit. As you go through the scanners, your name should appear on the screen. If they do not match, go to the Solutions Desk. Chips cannot be replaced or exchanged on race day.

        

        Corporate and School teams and InTraining participants: Make sure the LAST 2 CHARACTERS on the LABEL on your bib (not the race number) matches the code on the back of your Chip. If they do not, call 604-689-9441. Exchanges must be made in person at the Solutions Desk, Sun Run Fair (location of the 2010 Fair is pending, stay tuned for more details) before 5:00 pm on Saturday, May 8, 2010.

        Can I get another timing Chip on race day if I forget mine at home?

        

        No. There will be no chip exchanges or replacements made on race morning.

        

        No Chip = No Results.

        

        

        
          What does my entry fee pay for?
        

        

        Your Sun Run entry fee helps to pay for staging, organizational and administrative costs such as: T-shirts and screen printing; city costs including ambulance, traffic authority and police; medical supplies; fencing, stages, tents, radios, water station equipment; race bibs, pins, timing chips, race timing and data entry organization; online entry administration fees; venue rental; entertainment, signage and pageantry; fruit and bagels at the finish party; volunteer T-shirts, lunches and transportation; elite athlete prize money and hosting; production and printing of marketing material to raise awareness and inform the public, including a direct mail and direct e-mail to past participants, plus event management and marketing fees.

        

        The Vancouver Sun Runâ��s primary mandate is to promote health, fitness and community spirit and to support amateur athletics. While the Sun Run is not designated as a charity event, over $1.62 million in proceeds from the Sun Run have been donated to important causes since 1985.

        

        Since 1997, Raise-a-Reader has donated more than $4.5 million to programs such as: Literacy B.C., the Vancouver Public Library (and other B.C. libraries), the Canucks Family Education Centre, CNIB, Aboriginal Hippy (Home Instructor for Parents of Preschool Youngsters), S.U.C.C.E.S.S, and hundreds of other literacy organizations and public school libraries in B.C. For more information on Raise-a-Reader and the programs it supports please visit www.raise-a-reader.com.

        

        An additional $70,000 in Sun Run proceeds will go to support B.C. amateur athletics via the Achilles Track Society and The Vancouver Sun Jerome International Track Classic, an annual track and field event that gives local athletes the chance to compete against some of the worldâ��s best in their own province. For more information, visit www.harryjerome.com.

        

        

        
          Is there a gear check facility at the start?
        

        

        Your warm dry gear can be transported to the finish area for just $5. Pay at the Purolator gear check trucks on race day before 8:30 a.m. Look for the Purolator trucks at the access streets in the start zone. Get there early. The Purolator truck for red zone will be parked on Howe, not Granville and will be open until 9:00 a.m.

        

        DO NOT CHECK-IN VALUABLES.

        

        The perforated gear check tag on your bib will be used to identify your gear; submit the tag with your gear. Show your race number to claim your gear.  Gear Check pick-up will be in the far east parking lot across from GM Place until 12:30  pm. Items left on the street at the start will be collected after the race and donated to charity.

        

        

        
          What is the best way to get to and from the race?
        

        

        By all means, use public transit! For race day transit information, please call TransLink at (604) 953-3333. Visit Translink's official website for more details www.i-move.ca/Transit. WestCoast Express is running a special Sun Run service. Check the schedule at www.westcoastexpress.com. And Aquabus Ferries is offering frequent sailings on Sun Run morning. For more details visit www.aquabus.com or call 604-689-5858.

        

        

        
          What time do the roads start closing?
        

        

        The roads start closing at 5:30 am.

        

        

        
          Is there parking at the at the start or finish zone?
        

        

        The best option is to park near the finish area at B.C. Place Stadium. There's some free street parking and a number of pay parking lots. But beware of street closures, which start at 5:00am in the start and finish zones. Leave plenty of time to reach your destination.

        

        

        
          When will results be published?
        

        

        The names and times of all finishers will be published in The Vancouver Sun newspaper on Monday, May 10. Online results will be posted later in the week.

        

        

        
          What is the ChampionChip Timing system?
        

        

        The ChampionChip is a tiny transponder encased in plastic with a unique identity number. Its waterproof so perfect for all weather and running conditions. You simply attach the chip to your shoe and it records the time it takes you to get from start to finish no matter where in the pack you are, so you no longer need to deduct the time it takes to get to the start from your finish time.

        

        

        
          Do I need a Timing Chip to participate in the Sun Run?
        

        

        Yes. Only Mini Sun Runners do not need a timing chip.

        

        

        
          What do I do with the Chip after the run?
        

        

        You can take the chip home with you!  The chips are DISPOSABLE and there is no need to return your chip at the finish line.  Once you have finished the race, please keep moving when you cross the finish line to the water station so runners donâ��t back up.  Buckets will be available at the finish line if you would like to recycle your chip.

        

        

        
          Can I switch chips with another participant?
        

        

        No. Chips are individually coded and non-transferable. Please do not switch chips or allow another participant to run with your chip.

        

        

        
          Can I keep the Chip and use it at another timed event?
        

        

        You can keep the chip as a keepsake, but the chips are unique to The Vancouver Sun Run and cannot be used at other events.

        

        

        
          Can I use my own ChampionChip at Sun Run?
        

        

        Yes. Bring your Chip with you when you pick up your race package. The volunteers at package pick-up can assist you.

        

        

        
          What if I decide not to run on race day?
        

        

        If you decide after registering not to run on race day, simply keep the Chip as a souvenir!

        

        

        
          Do Mini Sun Runners need a Chip?
        

        

        No. The Shaw Mini Sun Run is not a timed event.

        

        

        
          What is a Wave Start?
        

        

        Entrants of similar ability are grouped in different time zones and start the race in a series of short timed intervals. Participants are assigned a time zone based on their estimated finish time.

        

        

        
          How do I know I'm in the correct time zone?
        

        

        Use your previous Sun Run time or the time from another sanctioned 2010 event to guide you. Or see Runners Profiles on the Race Details page.

        

        

        
          How do I start in the same zone as my friend?
        

        

        To start in the same zone, you both must select the same estimated finish time on your entry forms. If you are different levels of ability, you must choose the zone appropriate for the slower runner.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Questions+about+2010/898151/story.html
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        Canada's biggest and best community run takes place Sunday, May 9 at 9 a.m. The Vancouver Sun Run is the 2nd largest timed 10K in the world. 55,858 Sun Runners celebrated the 25th year of the event in 2009.

        

        
          Race Package Pick-up
        

        

        Race package pick up for individuals and Shaw Mini Sun Runners will be at a new location this year.  Stay tuned for more details.   

        If you are an individual participant in the 10K or Shaw Mini Sun Run 2.5K, please pick up your race package (T-shirt, timing chip and race bib number) at:

        

        
          Sun Run Fair
        

        

        New Location @ Concord Place:

        

             Thursday, May 6   10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

             Friday, May 7       10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

             Saturday, May 8   10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

        

        And, don't miss your opportunity to sample Red Bull on-site.  Your registration fee includes participation in the race and one Red Bull Energy Shot!

        

        If you are an InTraining Clinic participant, pick up your race package from your clinic leader.

        

        Team Members (corporate and school): Team t-shirts will be delivered from the screen printer directly to team captains by May 5.   Team captains MUST still pick up race bibs and ChampionChips for all team members at the exclusive team captain check in at The Vancouver Sun Run Office, Suite 21, 200 Granville Street, Vancouver, on:

        

             Wednesday, May 5    11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

             Thursday, May 6       10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

             Friday, May 7            10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

        

        There is no team pick up on Saturday, May 8 or on race day. Race packages for team members' friends or family, who are not on your team and are registered as individuals or in the 2.5 km Shaw Mini Sun Run, must be picked up separately at the Sun Run Fair @ Concord Place May 6, 7 and 8.

        

        
          Wave Start
        

        

        All participants must provide an estimated finish time on their entry forms. Entrants of similar ability are grouped in time zones and start the race in a series of short timed intervals.

        

        If no estimated finish time is provided, you will be assigned a 1:46+ minute bib for the Walker's Division. To run or walk in the same time zone as your friends, family or team members, you must select the same estimated finish time on all the entry forms. If you are at different ability levels, you must choose the zone that's suitable for the slowest participant.

        

        Want to practice the course? SEE THE COURSE MAP HERE.

        

        2010 Runner Profiles

        0:00 - 0:44 SEEDED (0:38 Men / 0:44 Women)

        0:45 - 0:48 (0:39 Men / 0:48 Women)

        0:49 - 1:00

        1:01 - 1:15

        1:16 - 1:45

        1:46+ Walkers, entrants with walking poles, baby joggers, strollers and non-competitive wheelchairs must start here.

        

        
          
            START AREA MAP
          
        

        

        
          Awards and Categories
        

        

        Awards are given three deep to males and females in: Overall, Masters, Wheelchairs, 16-18, 19-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49, 50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, 85-89, 90 plus. No award category for 15 and under.

        

        

        
          ChampionChip Timing Chip 
        

        

        A TIMING CHIP tied to your shoe will track your start and finish times electronically and provide accurate net results. Both runners and walkers use this system. With the ChampionChip timing system, there's no need to sneak into a faster zone. Chips are not required for the Shaw Mini Sun Runners. Chips are coded and non-transferable, please DO NOT switch chips or let someone else run with your chip.

        

        

        
          CHIPS ARE DISPOSABLE.  No Need to Return your chip!
        

        

        Chips are disposable.  Please keep moving when you cross the finish line to the water station so runners don't back up.  Buckets will be available past the finish line if you would like to recycle your chip.

        

        

        Start Times (PST)

        

        Competitive wheelchairs:   8:40 a.m. Burrard  Georgia

        

        Sun Run (10K):                 9:00 a.m. Burrard  Georgia

        

        Shaw Mini Sun Run (2.5K):  8:00 a.m. @ Concord Place 

        

        
          Fees
        

        

        Fees differ depending on the division and the date you enter by. Your fee includes a 100 per cent cotton T-shirt.

        

        

        
          Safety
        

        

        For safety purposes, participants with walking poles, strollers, baby joggers or recreational wheelchairs MUST start in the 1:46 min+ zone at the back of the pack and must walk the route. Helmets are encouraged. You must accept the risks of participating in a race with over 55,000 entrants. Please read the release and waiver carefully before entering.

        

        Only runners, joggers, walkers and wheelchairs are permitted. Dogs, skateboards, wagons, in-line skates, scooters, roller skis, bicycles and vehicles are strictly prohibited. Participants with these items will be removed from the course and will be disqualified.

        

        

        
          Meeting Points
        

        

        At the start of the race, arrange to meet several blocks away from the start area, which will be saturated with Sun Runners.

        

        After the race, alphabetical, post-race meeting zones will be posted along the fencing on Pacific Boulevard.  Arrange to meet your friends, family or team members under a pre-determined letter from A - Z. 
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        The European Union has declared travelling a human right, and is launching a scheme to subsidize vacations with taxpayers' dollars for those too poor to afford their own trips.

        Antonio Tajani, the European Union commissioner for enterprise and industry, proposed a strategy that could cost European taxpayers hundreds of millions of euros a year, The Times of London reports.

        "Travelling for tourism today is a right. The way we spend our holidays is a formidable indicator of our quality of life," Mr. Tajani told a group of ministers at The European Tourism Stakeholders Conference in Madrid on April 15. Mr. Tajani was appointed to his post by Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.

        The plan -- just who gets to enjoy the travel package has yet to be determined -- would see taxpayers footing some of the vacation bill for seniors, youths between the ages of 18 and 25, disabled people, and families facing "difficult social, financial or personal" circumstances. The disabled and elderly can also be accompanied by one other person. The EU and its taxpayers are slated to fund 30% of the cost of these tours, which could range from youth exploring abandoned factories and power plants in Manchester to retirees taking discount trips to Madrid, all in the name of cultural appreciation.

        "The commission is literally considering paying people to go on holiday," Mats Persson, of pro-reform think-tank Open Europe, told Britain's News of the World. "In this economic climate, it's astonishing that the EU wants to bribe people with cheap holidays."

        Mr. Tajani said the program will be piloted until 2013, and then fully launched.

        Intended to instill a sense of cultural pride in Europeans, Mr. Tajani's human-rights travel will also help bridge the continent's north-south divide and pad resorts' business in their off-season, the Times reports.

        Northern Europeans will be encouraged to visit southern Europe, and vice versa. Mr. Tajani wants to ensure people's "right to be tourists" remains intact.

        National Post and news services
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        Her name is Poppy. She is a two-year-old golden retriever. Unlike many of her breed, which tends toward a certain thickness, she is as lithe as a greyhound. Her coat is silky, and feathered on her chest, pasterns, ears and tail. Her eyes are a dark amber, and possess the same liquid quality. She smiles when she is happy, which seems to be often, but in her reflective moments -- when she seems to intuit that someone needs her attention, or that the mood in the room has turned sombre -- she goes hangdog with concern, her eyes pleading. At those moments, she might rest her head in a person's lap, as if in an offering of sympathy. She is a lovely dog.

        She is the newest staff member at Canuck Place Children's Hospice. Her title is "therapy dog," the only such position at any hospice in Canada. She has her own e-mail, her own Canucks jersey and her own rubber chew toy. Some working dogs are bred to carry packs: Poppy's burden is far weightier. She shoulders grief.

        "She transcends the verbal," said Kerry Keats, a Canuck Place counsellor and one of Poppy's handlers, "and of the death of a child or a parent losing a child, there are no words for that, let's face it. But having a sympathetic being there for a child that needs comforting or a parent who can just pat her head ... well, it helps."

        Poppy was bred and trained by the Pacific Assistance Dog Society, a non-profit charity that trains dogs to assist people with disabilities other than blindness. PADS has three types of dogs: service dogs for people with physical disabilities; hearing dogs for the deaf or hard of hearing; and therapy dogs.

        Of the three categories, the therapy dogs are the rarest, and of those, Poppy was the most uniquely suited to Canuck Place. Six dogs were brought in for testing, and it was Poppy's temperament that won her the job.

        "If you looked at the 20 dogs in our kennel," said Margaret Hicks, a PADS trainer, "you can immediately see the ones that want to go-go-go. But there are others who just want to be with people, and one of those was Poppy."

        Poppy had another attribute that made her a good fit. She was extraordinarily empathetic -- if a dog could be said to possess empathy.

        Some dogs, Hicks said, are grief-averse. They are so sensitive to sadness and death that they want to leave a room where families are grieving.

        Not Poppy. She seemed to feel the need to give comfort.

        "She is very aware of people's distress," Keats said, "and if they are distressed, Poppy will go over to that person without being asked."

        It is not all grief. The children adore her, and during respite stays ask for her. She plays with them, attends their birthday parties, goes on field trip with them.

        But the emotional distance she has to travel in a day can be wearying.

        "She definitely wears her heart on her sleeve," said Laura Fielding, the Canuck Place recreational therapist, and another of Poppy's handlers. "And you'll know when she's had a hard day. She'll just want to curl up in her bed and sleep."

        Poppy has a bed underneath Fielding's desk. Throughout Canuck Place, the walls are flocked with mementoes of the children who have stayed here -- photos, art work and the like -- and in the hallway outside of Fielding's office was the framed photograph of a dog. It wasn't Poppy.

        A therapy dog, Fielding was asked?

        No, she said, it was the adored pet of a girl who stayed there, and its picture was up on the wall to honour the girl's memory.

        pmcmartin@vancouversun.com
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        Premier Gordon Campbell put an indelible stamp on his time as leader of British Columbia on Monday, announcing his government is instructing BC Hydro to move forward with the Site C dam project on the Peace River.

        The cost of the project is uncertain, although it seems likely to exceed $6 billion, and the Liberals are promising to enact new legislation that would make a 900-megawatt Site C development the last, large-scale hydroelectric storage dam ever built in British Columbia.

        The project is expected to generate 35,000 direct and indirect jobs, and to come into service in 2020 -- provided it passes independent environmental assessments by provincial and federal agencies, as well as gaining enough support from first nations to avert the risk of a protracted court challenge.

        At a celebratory announcement staged at the historic W.A.C. Bennett Dam near Hudson's Hope in northeast B.C., upstream of the proposed location for Site C, Campbell said the dam will be developed as a public project creating lasting benefits for northern communities and first nations.

        It would be the third dam on the Peace River, situated a few kilometres east of Fort St. John and downstream of the Bennett and Peace Canyon dams.

        It would be the fourth-largest dam in Hydro's roster of so-called 'heritage' hydroelectric assets. According to a news release, the Liberals will prohibit any further development of large-scale hydro on the Peace -or any other river in the province -through legislation that will be introduced this spring in a Clean Energy Act.

        Campbell paid tribute to the "vision" of W.A.C. Bennett, a long-serving B.C. premier who in the 1960s shepherded through a plan to use the Peace River as the source of a sprawling hydroelectric development that would sustain the province's economy.

        "The vision that W.A.C. Bennett had actually liberated a whole series of economic activities. It was really part of a critical industrial strategy for all of British Columbia."

        Site C was rejected in the 1980s and early 1990s by previous provincial governments on the premise that the province did not need the power.

        Site C will involve a 60-metre-high, 1,100-metre-wide earth fill dam sustaining an 83-kilo-metre-long reservoir along the Peace roughly between Fort St. John and Hudson's Hope. The government estimates the reservoir will flood 5,340 hectares of land, including 360 hectares of private land involving 20 land holdings.

        Campbell said the primary reason for Site C is to meet future energy demand within British Columbia -- not to develop new power sources for export -- because B.C. over the past decade has shifted into a net importer of electricity.

        "The decision has been made and it has been made on this basis -- over the next 20 years, between now and 2030, we expect our energy demands to increase between 20 and 40 per cent.

        "We expect our population to grow by almost a million people by 2030."

        Campbell declined to put a price tag on the project, which was last studied in detail in 1983.

        "If we are going to meet our objectives of reducing our greenhouse gases by 33 per cent by 2020, if we are going to meet our objectives to providing the energy that our ... new and traditional industries are going to need, we are going to have to get on with investing in power generation and Site C frankly is one of the lowest cost choices that we can make," Campbell said.

      

      
        "There is one cost study that was done that suggests it would be between $5 billion and $6.6 billion but I want to stress this -- that is an old cost study.

        "As we go through stage three we will be looking at optimizing the design of stage three. We will be looking at getting a much, much better handle on the costs. But even with those costs we believe that this is one of the most cost-effective ways we can have of providing clean energy to the people of British Columbia."

        Dignitaries at the announcement included former Hydro executive Ralph Spinney, who presided over most of B.C.'s major hydroelectric infrastructure developments in the boom years from the 1960s to the 1980s.

        "Communities were built, families prospered and therefore so did the province," Spinney said in a speech. "[The government's] decision today to proceed with Site C means a new generation of workers will be given that same chance -- the chance to build their own careers and for their families to prosper as they continue the work that started so long ago.

        "Just as we and our children benefited from these past projects so will our grandchildren and future generations of British Columbians benefit from Site C."

        Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Blair Lekstrom said he has always supported the project -- "if it can be done environmentally sustainably, then I think it is the right project."

        "Environmental assessments will have to be undertaken, our consultation and accommodation with our first nations -- Treaty 8 in this region -- our regional district and our communities in the northeast part of this province. It will be a great deal of discussion and community benefit discussion that goes on, but together I think we can build upon what's needed to make Site C a reality."

        Hudson's Hope Mayor Karen Anderson said she was "a little taken aback" by the announcement after being invited to what she understood was a meeting "to discuss clean energy."

        "Our district was never notified that it was going to be an event this big," Anderson said.

        She noted that it was apparent after a community meeting in 2009 to review Site C that a majority of Hudson's Hope residents do not support the project.

        "I think that without something humongously big, nothing will stop the project after the announcement today."

        New Democratic Party energy critic John Horgan believes the dam is unnecessary and that B.C. does not need the electricity it will provide. But Horgan said he welcomes a public review, saying he would be willing to change his mind if the evidence supports Site C.

        "I think it's imprudent for me to say [conclusively one way or the other] without having the benefit of the science, without having the benefit of a multiple count evaluation of what the true cost to the environment, to agricultural land, and to rates, before that work is done."

      

      
        A group of about 60 people, waving placards and chanting "No Site C" gathered at the Hudson's Hope airport, where government, media and dignitaries arrived, to protest the expected decision to proceed with the dam.

        Protester David Blaney said he was there "to make sure that people can at least think about the fact that destroying a river valley is not green."

        He said he spent "a lot of time" deliberating the merits of the project "because we know that power is something that's needed, that electricity is needed, but we are also aware of the fact that at this point, even going by [former Hydro CEO] Bob Elton's own statements, we waste energy hugely in this province and this is just the wasting of another river valley. Conservation is something that they have yet to pursue.

        "We are overproducing electricity right now in British Columbia. Similar houses in Europe are using 60-per-cent less electricity than we use over here."

        Protester Arlene Boone said the home her family has lived in for three generations will be flooded by the project.

        "There are five of us that own land there and it's all going to be lost," Boone said.

        "There is going to be no price they can put on to give me to replace what I am gong to lose. BC Hydro was talking to my grandfather in the '70s. He never sold to Hydro and he actually chased them off with a shotgun. I'm going to lose my home, my farm, my business."

         SITE C CHRONOLOGY

        1958: Five sites were identified for a potential third dam around the Fort St. John area: Sites A, B, C, D and E.

        1967: After further testing, only sites C and E were considered viable options.

        1976: Site C location was selected as a potential third dam on the Peace River; preliminary environmental and engineering work was initiated.

        1982: BC Hydro submitted the Site C project to the British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC) for comprehensive review and stakeholder consultation, but no need for a new dam was apparent.

        1989: The potential need for a contingency supply of electricity was identified and Site C was revisited as one of the possible solutions to close the demand-supply gap.

        1991: Work on the project was suspended.

        2007: With demand for electricity continuing to increase, the B. C Liberal government began to consider Site C and the project entered Stage 1: review of existing studies and information about the feasibility of the project.

        2009: Stage 2: public consultation phase completed, showing province was divided about the benefits of the project.

        April 2010: Premier Gordon Campbell announced government decision that Site C will proceed to Stage 3: environmental and regulatory review. Government must also ensure that its constitutional duty to consult with first nations is met. Environmental review is expected to take two years.

        Undetermined date: Stage 4: detailed design and engineering studies are completed, which will determine the actual cost of the project.

        Undetermined date: Construction commences.

        2020: Projected in-service date for Site C Dam

        ssimpson@vancouversun.com
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        Â» Hallways crowded with patients

        Â» 34 'near-misses' in the last two weeks

        Â» Money spent on problem has not worked

        Emergency doctors say there is a crisis at Vancouver General Hospital. Their internal reports say patients wait too long for urgent care and wait too long again to be transferred to other wards. They claim they're understaffed, but the province calls it a contract negotiating strategy.Â»

        Story, A10
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        Vancouver police have released a composite sketch and description of a suspect in the beating and sexual assault of a young woman last weekend.

        The 24-year-old woman was walking alone on a sidewalk bordering Hastings Mill Park next to the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club on Point Grey Road when a man attacked her from behind.

        She was struck repeatedly in the face and head and dragged into the park, where she was sexually assaulted.

        The woman fought back and her attacker ran off, heading south on Highbury Street. The victim was treated in hospital and released.

        Police said Friday the suspect is white, about 38 years old, 5'8" tall, 175 pounds, with a medium build, a shaved head and greying facial stubble. He was wearing a green hoodie with a white zipper and blue jeans.

        "This attack was predatory in nature and it has shocked and outraged the citizens of Vancouver and the general public," said police Supt. Rob Rothwell. "We share the concerns of the community and we know that the best way to ease those concerns is to make an arrest as soon as possible."
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        The proposed new HST in B.C. is composed of the five-per-cent federal GST and a seven-per-cent provincial sales tax. Incorrect information appeared Monday in a Business BC story.

         -

        MRSA is a bacteria, not a virus. Incorrect information appeared in a photo caption in Weekend Review on Saturday.

        

        Katarina Watt is the star of the local independent movie The Anachronism. Incorrect information appeared Saturday in Arts  Life.
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        Ex-constituency assistant files lawsuit against Kash Heed

      

      
        

      

      
        By Doug Ward, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Embattled Vancouver-Fraserview MLA Kash Heed has been hit with a lawsuit by his former constituency assistant for wrongful dismissal, less than two weeks after resigning as B.C.'s solicitor-general.

        In a statement of claim filed Monday in B.C. Supreme Court, Keith Frew alleged that he was told by Heed on Feb. 5, 2010 that he was being terminated and that his dismissal would take effect Feb. 26, three weeks later.

        "The defendants wrongfully dismissed the plaintiff without cause and without reasonable notice," said Frew's lawyer, E. Lilac Bosma, in the statement of claim.

        The statement of claim makes no link between Frew's firing and the current RCMP probe into whether the distribution of anti-NDP leaflets by Heed supporters in the 2009 provincial election violated election laws.

        Frew's lawyer alleged the dismissal was in "bad faith" because Heed did not provide any information about the plaintiff's benefits, pension plan, vacation pay, outstanding wages, insurance coverage or the potential of a reference letter, despite Heed knowing that Frew had recently adopted a young child. The statement of claim also alleged that Heed was "abrupt and rude" when he dismissed Frew.

        The firing has caused Frew "mental stress," including anxiety, symptoms of depression and lack of sleep, according to the statement of claim. Frew was 63 at the time of his dismissal and receiving an annual salary of $60,000 plus benefits. He began working for Heed on May 12, 2009, after the ex-West Vancouver police chief was elected. The plaintiff is seeking damages "including but not limited to damages for bad faith in the manner of termination," plus special damages.

        dward@vancouversun.com
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        Bookstores may hold clue to Boston gangster on the run

      

      
        

      

      
        By Sandra McCulloch, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The FBI is warning that one of their 10-most-wanted fugitives could be lurking in Victoria's bookstores.

        James J. "Whitey" Bulger, now 80, isn't a figment of some writer's imagination. He's a career criminal who served time at Alcatraz and has been on the run for 15 years. He also loves books -- history books, to be exact.

        Bulger's resume includes warrants for 19 murders from the early 1970s to mid-1980s, racketeering, conspiracy to commit murder, extortion and money-laundering, and distribution of narcotics. Most of these offences were connected to an Irish-American organized crime gang in Boston.

        Victoria's two major bookstores were visited last week by police on behalf of the FBI to warn staff to keep an eye out for Bulger, an avid reader.

        "The FBI don't have any definite answers that he's in Victoria, but they're on the lookout for him," said Jim Munro, owner of Munro's Books on Government Street.

        "Apparently, he's quite a book lover and he's interested in history," Munro said Monday.

        The officers gave Munro and the management at Bolen's Books posters bearing Bulger's photo and a number to call.

        Munro is bemused that his quiet, iconic bookstore would become involved in a real police procedural story. "There are very few cultural murders -- it's very rare," he joked.

        Bulger is considered armed -- he carries a knife -- and extremely dangerous. He often walks on beaches and in parks with a woman. They both love animals, the FBI says.

        Bulger is between five-foot-seven and five-foot-nine inches tall. He weighs 150 to 160 pounds and has a medium build. His hair is white, his eyes blue and complexion light.

        Bulger has been known to alter his appearance through disguises and has numerous aliases. He has travelled throughout the U.S., Europe, Canada and Mexico.

        The FBI is offering a $2-million reward for information leading to Bulger's arrest.
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        6 a.m. - - - - - - Maury Guests learn the results of

        paternity tests. 8351556 7 a.m. - - - - - - - Good Morning America Jaclyn

        Smith and Cheryl Ladd; Laura Bell Bundy; Richard A. Clarke; Nancy Makin. (N) 38049

         - - - - - - - Today Ivanka Trump; pain medication; diet S.O.S.; spring cocktails; Melissa Joan Hart; David Mizejewski. (N) 758865

         - - - - - - - The Early Show Sarah Silverman; makeup trends. (N) 76223

         - - - - - - Maury Suspected cheaters take lie-detector

        tests. (N) 9763407 8 a.m. - - - - - - Jerry Springer The most-outrageous moments from the Kung Fu Hillbilly. (N)

        9764136 9 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Live With Regis and Kelly Jennifer Lopez; Sarah Silverman; Spring Into Gardening Week continues. (N) 42339 37001

         - - - - - - The Steve Wilkos Show A woman has her boyfriend take a lie-detector test. (N)

        5691339 10 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - The View Lily Tomlin; Leslie Jordan; Dr. Doris Day; Megyn Kelly;

        Alexandra Wentworth. (N) 17556 42846 11 a.m. - - - - - - The Ellen DeGeneres Show Lisa

        Kudrow; B.o.B. and Bruno Mars. (N) 37914 1 p.m. - - - - - - The Tyra Show YouTube videos; Tyra answers questions about relationships,

        health, beauty, fashion and more. (N) 5723420 2 p.m. - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - Dr. Phil Dr. Phil uncovers the parenting mistakes that sent one young man on a path of self-destruction. (N) 29827 34339

         - - - - - - - - - The Bonnie Hunt Show Tim Gunn;

        Ashley Jensen; Kathleen Madigan. (N) 63285 3 p.m. - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - The Dr. Oz Show Getting one's best orgasm after age 40; classmates want to get in shape for their 20-year reunion. 33271643 5285

         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Rachael Ray Anti-aging secrets; TV's wildest new reality stars. (N) 61730 10020

         - - - - - - - - The Wendy Williams Show Mario

        Cantone. (N) 65594 4 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Oprah Winfrey Oprah talks to octuplet mom Nadya Suleman and cameras go inside her life for 24 hours. (N)

        62469 88407 6 p.m. - - - - - Larry King Live Craig Robinson. (N)

        385846 9 p.m. - - - - - - Tavis Smiley Jerry Weintraub. (N)

        66223 11:35 p.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - The Tonight Show With Jay Leno Heidi Klum; Ken Jeong; Smashing Pumpkins. (N) 82768001 81934285

         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Late Show With David Letterman Amanda Peet; David Chang; Justin

        Nozuka. (N) 82760469 90235594 12:05 a.m. - - - - - - - Jimmy Kimmel Live Jenna

        Elfman; DEVO. (N) 9486063 12:35 a.m. - - - - - - - - - - - - - Late Night With Jimmy Fallon Rosario Dawson; Tony Siragusa; New Kids on the Block. 1332957 5277470

         - - - - - - - The Late Late Show With Craig Ferguson

        Emily Mortimer; David Simon. (N) 1350353 1:35 a.m. - - - - - - - Last Call With Carson Daly Nick Kroll; Circa Survive. 8391044
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        Glee has lost its stage fright

      

      
        

      

      
        By Alex Strachan, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        "Dazzling" isn't the word that jumps to mind when watching most TV, but that's exactly what Glee does in tonight's glorious, toe-tapping, finger-snapping episode The Power of Madonna. It dazzles. And how.

        Glee has lost any stage fright or self-consciousness it might have had when it first tried to sell us on the idea that conventional, mainstream TV is ready for something more than a cop show, lawyer show or reality show. The Power of Madonna is lean, mean, crisp, fast, in your face and unexpectedly funny, from the opening moments, when pushy cheerleading coach Sue Sylvester (Jane Lynch) confesses that Madonna is her secret hero and then berates Principal Figgins (Iqbal Theba) into playing Madonna hits on the school PA, all day and at full volume, or else.

        "But that would make it impossible for the students to concentrate," Figgins stammers.

        "Who cares?" Sylvester retorts. "Madonna never finished college. She hopped a cab to the bright lights of New York City with 35 bucks in her pocket. I think we should encourage our pupils to do the same."

        And so kicks off a frenzied hour of musical-fantasy entertainment, complete with eye-filling, show-stopping production numbers and a revealing commentary on virginity that's both heartfelt and real, without once feeling prurient or preachy.

        Glee's got the power, and it works it. (Fox, Global -9 p.m.)
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        Name the actor who plays the character Dr. James Wilson on the Fox medical drama House?

        Answer: Robert Sean Leonard

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Trivia/2927464/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
        Westcoast News

        
            	
                Police seek help to find sexual assault suspect
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                ARCHIVES: Police make progress in investigation of sex assault
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                You Say Party! We Say Die! drummer dies in hospital after collapsing on stage
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                VGH doctors make direct appeal to patients
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Bacon lawyer wants Supreme Court to scuttle new trial
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Park board expected to pass ban on smoking at playgrounds, beaches
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Would-be parents lobby against adoption restrictions
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Young artists hope to help stop crime, put an end to violence
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Council considers more bike lanes downtown
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Zero tolerance can be the only stance for politicians
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

            	
                Despite hoopla, Site C will be a tough sell
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 20:00]
            

        

        
            | Up one level |
        

        

    
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
            


    
      
        Police seek help to find sexual assault suspect

      

      
        ARCHIVES: Man grabbed woman, then fled apartment
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              [image: The Vancouver Police are asking for the publicâ��s assistance in identifying a sexual assault suspect after an incident on Sunday, November 15th, at 1:45 a.m., in the lobby of an apartment in the 900 Beach Avenue.
As a 25 year old woman entered the building, a man came up behind her and before she could react, he reached up her skirt and sexually assaulted her by sexually touching her. 
The suspect is described as a Middle Eastern man in his late 20s to early 30s, 5â��10â�� tall, slim build, clean-shaven with slicked back dark hair that was curly at the back, and wearing blue jeans and a blue sweater.
The woman screamed and the man ran out of the building and into an older model white four-door car with a black horizontal stripe down the side that was parked out front.  He drove off westbound on Beach Avenue.]
            
          

          
            The Vancouver Police are asking for the publicâ��s assistance in identifying a sexual assault suspect after an incident on Sunday, November 15th, at 1:45 a.m., in the lobby of an apartment in the 900 Beach Avenue.
As a 25 year old woman entered the building, a man came up behind her and before she could react, he reached up her skirt and sexually assaulted her by sexually touching her. 
The suspect is described as a Middle Eastern man in his late 20s to early 30s, 5â��10â�� tall, slim build, clean-shaven with slicked back dark hair that was curly at the back, and wearing blue jeans and a blue sweater.
The woman screamed and the man ran out of the building and into an older model white four-door car with a black horizontal stripe down the side that was parked out front.  He drove off westbound on Beach Avenue.
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        Vancouver Police are seeking the public's help to identify a man who allegedly reached up a woman's skirt and sexually touched her on Nov. 15 at 1:45 a.m. in the lobby of an apartment building in Vancouver's West End.

        A 25-year-old woman entered the building in the 900-block of Beach Avenue and a man came up behind her and allegedly sexually assaulted her, police said in a press release.

        The woman screamed and the man ran out of the building and into an older model white, four-door car with a black horizontal stripe down the side. He drove off westbound on Beach Avenue, police said.

        Police have released a composite sketch of the man, who is described as Middle Eastern and in his late 20s to early 30s. He is five-feet, 10-inches tall, slim and clean-shaven with slicked back dark hair that was curly at the back. The man was wearing blue jeans and a blue sweater.

        Anyone with information is asked to contact Vancouver Police Sex Crimes Unit at 604-717-2634 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.
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        Vancouver police have made a break in the case of the sexual assault of a six-year-old girl in Surrey last July, Global BC reported Sunday.

        The station said police have significant new information that they will announce today, but did not give any details.

        However, police said in July the DNA collected from the assault on the Surrey girl was the same as that found in two other attacks on teenage girls, one of them dating back to 1995.

        The earlier assaults occurred near schools in east Vancouver and North Delta. A knife was used in all of the attacks. In the Surrey incident, the girl was walking with her brother, 12, and his friend, 15 on July 3.
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        You Say Party! We Say Die! drummer dies in hospital after
collapsing on stage

      

      
        

      

      
        By Todd Coyne, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010 2:13 PM
      

    

    
      
        Family, fans and fellow musicians were in mourning Sunday after the death of Devon Clifford, drummer for the Abbotsford band You Say Party! We Say Die!

        Clifford, 30, collapsed during a show at Vancouver's Rickshaw Theatre on Friday night and died early Sunday morning.

        A statement from Clifford's family issued Sunday afternoon said he "experienced a massive brain hemorrhage resulting from congenital defects while onstage in Vancouver on Friday night and fell into a coma. A surgery was performed but sadly doctors were unable to save his life."

        "Devon Clifford was an extremely gifted drummer and determined character," the statement said. "He loved his family, loved his band, loved travelling, loved being on stage and loved meeting people around the world. He was smart, witty, passionate, and music meant everything to him."

        The band's record label Paper Bag said in a statement Sunday: "It is with absolute sadness to report that our dear friend Devon Clifford died just hours ago in a Vancouver hospital surrounded by his family and friends. He will be deeply missed by everyone who knew him."

        In Twitter postings on Saturday, the band wrote: "We are devastated and trying to keep hope. He needs a miracle. Thank you," and, "there aren't a lot of words right now. let the doctors do their job."

        Then, early Sunday morning came the band's Twitter message: "DEVON CLIFFORD 1979-2010 R.I.P."

        The dance-rock band was performing at an all-ages show around midnight Friday night at the Downtown Eastside venue when Clifford collapsed.

        According to reports, lead singer Becky Ninkovic asked concertgoers to call an ambulance.

        The Rickshaw concert was the band's homecoming after a seven-week North American tour that included dates at the 2010 Olympics and the popular South by Southwest festival in Austin, Texas, in support of their February release, XXXX.

        The Clifford family statement said the family "would like to take this opportunity to remind young people to have the courage to follow their dreams like Devon did" and thanked "everybody around the world for their kind words and stories about how Devon impacted their lives."

        tcoyne@vancouversun.com
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        VGH doctors make direct appeal to patients

      

      
        Report documenting conditions in emergency room called negotiating ploy

      

      
        By Pamela Fayerman And Jonathan Fowlie, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Emergency doctors at Vancouver General Hospital have documented 34 "near misses" in the past two weeks -- cases where patients' safety or medical outcomes could have been dire as a result of waiting too long for care.

        Reports prepared by emergency room (ER) doctors obtained by The Vancouver Sun show that one case involved a patient on blood-thinner medication with bleeding in the skull who waited five hours just to be assessed. The delay was attributed to ER overcrowding caused, according to doctors, by a shortage of medical personnel and beds.

        Such a patient should be seen within 15 minutes so an imaging scan and surgery to stem the bleed can be promptly arranged. In this case, the patient eventually got the needed care and survived with good results, but he could have died.

        In another case, a heart attack patient waited an hour and a half for assessment even though most such cases should receive immediate medical attention. The patient survived.

        On March 23, a fire marshal visited the ER after receiving a complaint about overcrowding. The hospital has since asked ambulance staff to hold some patients in vehicles until they can be seen inside. As well, more patients are waiting in chairs instead of on stretchers.

        Dr. Doug McKnight, acting head of the ER department and medical manager, said there are 22.6 full-time equivalents staffing the ER. He said there should be about 30, given that there are 75,000 patient visits per year and that VGH tends to get the most serious cases. The cost of hiring another eight doctors would be about $2 million since they make about $285,000 a year.

        But he conceded there are also manpower shortages at other big hospitals so the government and health authorities are wary of the costs on a provincewide basis.

        When the existing contract with a set staffing formula was signed in 2007, VGH had 66,000 patient visits a year.

        There are only two to four ER doctors on shift at any given time in the department.

        Anne Marie D'Angelo, spokeswoman for the hospital, noted that ER doctors across the province are negotiating for new contracts and suggested the reason that details of "near misses" are being shared now is because doctors are trying to up the ante in their negotiating strategy.

        "There's been no increase in the number of critical incident reports in the past month," she said, referring to investigations triggered when patients suffer harm or die from potentially avoidable human or system errors.

        Physicians initially proposed handing out letters to patients telling them doctors are "unable to provide care to all patients in a timely manner under the present circumstances."

        The letter said resources have not kept pace with the increased workload and ER beds are often not available because patients are held in the ER too long because of delays in getting them into ward beds. On one day in January, there were 79 patients waiting for attention in the 29-stretcher ER, including 40 who had been seen but were waiting for admission to a ward bed.

        But on March 19, the College of Physicians and Surgeons wrote the doctors to block distribution of the letter. College registrar Dr. Heidi Oetter said a message of that kind could "further aggravate anxiety and distress of patients at the emergency department."

        Oetter said the letter might "embarrass or otherwise impugn" administrators with the Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and Health Services Minister Kevin Falcon.

        "We do understand that negotiations are continuing for the emergency physicians at VGH," she wrote, adding: "The college expects that patients will not be used as pawns as part of that process."

        The letter, in addition to more information for patients, has now been posted on a website: www.vghemergdocs.com.

        On Monday, Falcon agreed that the doctors' disclosures are likely part of a negotiating strategy. "Naturally, I totally understand why they would try to build their case, though I do take issue with a couple of things there," he said. Falcon said that over the past five years a pilot project has helped lower discharge times at the VGH emergency by 15 per cent. He said the hospital has improved the time it takes to get patients from the emergency room into an in-patient bed.

        "I think it's important to recognize there is nothing new about crowded emergency departments in the province of British Columbia," he said.

        "We've committed over $400 million expanding 30 ERs right across the province, so there's been a huge capital investment, there's been significant investment in terms of trying to deal with those waiting lists by appropriately triaging and streaming patients through the system."

        NDP health critic Adrian Dix said he's not surprised doctors feel a need to make a direct appeal to patients.

        "There's real frustration out there.... the whole social system drives people to the emergency room and it's become a very difficult place for people to work," he said.

        "People continue to do heroic work and they're the people who know best. I understand their desire to express themselves on these questions."

        pfayerman@vancouversun.com

        jfowlie@vancouversun.com
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        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              [image: Jarrod Bacon leaves the Surrey courthouse, October 26, to join his parents for lunch during brother Jamie's trial.]
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        A lawyer for Jonathan Bacon has sought leave to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada after a new trial was ordered for his client on 15 gun and drug charges dating back to 2005.

        Ken Westlake told Surrey Provincial Court judge Peder Gulbransen about the appeal Monday in a brief court appearance to re-impose bail conditions for Bacon and his two co-accused Godwin Cheng and Rayleene Burton.

        Charges against the trio were thrown out in June 2008 after Judge Donald Gardner ruled the Abbotsford police violated the Charter rights of the accused when they searched two vehicles and a condo without sufficient cause.

        But the B.C. Court of Appeal disagreed in a unanimous ruling last month, clearing the way for a new trial. 

        All three appeared in person Monday under tight security, but did not speak to each other. Gang Task Force officers patrolled court corridors.

        Bacon was not the only Red Scorpion gangster due to appear in Surrey Provincial Monday. Surrey Six accused Sophon Sek was scheduled to appear in courtroom 101, but did not show up. He now must appear today instead.

        And Tyler Willock, who was associated to the Red Scorpions until he was allegedly beaten by a gang-mate last year, was on the list for an appearance on a series of gun charges dating back to June 2008.

        And Bacon's brothers Jamie and Jarrod were next door to him in courtroom 107 for their lawyers final arguments in a Surrey gun case from April 2007.

        Lawyers Mark Jette, who represents Jarrod, and Westlake, who also represents Jamie, finished up in 106 with Jon and his associates, then headed back to 107 before Judge Jean Lytwyn.

        Jette told Lytwyn that the forensic evidence linking Jarrod Bacon to a secret gun compartment back in 2007 is not reliable.

        He said the Crown cannot say when Jarrod's fingerprint was left on the inside of the compartment where four loaded guns were found back in April 2007.

        Nor can prosecutors say for sure when and how Jarrod's DNA was left on a magazine inside one of the guns. 

        Jette said there is reasonable doubt about Jarrod's link to the guns and five loaded magazines that are the subject of 10 charges against him and Jamie.

        The brothers were charged after Jamie Bacon was targeted in a shooting outside the family's Surrey rental home on April 13, 2007.

        Police arrived and found evidence that Jamie had returned fire, though no gun was found at the time. His Corvette and another SUV at the house were hauled away to the police garage to be searched and to have a tracking device installed.

        During that installation on April 14, police stumbled across the compartment and firearms. 

        Jette said the fingerprint could have been left as Jarrod removed the cupholder on top of the compartment for cleaning. 

        The print may not have anything to do with the guns, he said. 

        "In my submission it doesn't add up at all," he said. "We don't know when this compartment was installed." 

        Westlake said the same holds true for Jamie, whose thumbprint was found on a different magazine in another gun in the compartment.

        And he said the vehicle in which the compartment was found had been owned by former associate Dennis Karbovanec who may have been the owner of the illicit stash.

        Westlake argued that Jamie Bacon should not be convicted on a series of gun charges because there were too many gaps in the evidence.

        "The only answer available at the end of the day is an acquittal with regard to my client," he said. 

        Crown Teresa Mitchell-Banks will make her closing arguments April 23. 

        Kbolan@vancouversun.com 

        Read the Real Scoop at vancouversun.com/bolan
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        Park board expected to pass ban on smoking at playgrounds,
beaches

      

      
        

      

      
        By Andrea Woo; With files from Gerry Bellett, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Vancouver park board will emphasize the educational component of a controversial smoking ban voted upon Monday evening and widely expected to pass.

        Speaking with The Vancouver Sun shortly before the vote, commissioner Raj Hundal said he was confident the proposal -- which would prohibit smoking in Vancouver's public areas, such as parks, playgrounds, trails, sports fields and beaches -- would pass.

        "We recognize we live in a society of smokers and non-smokers in Vancouver and we want to ensure they all have access to the parks and beaches," Hundal said. "The board, it's our duty to promote and maintain a healthy lifestyle for the visitors to our parks. There is a strong desire to see this pass and I am confident that it will pass."

        The park board will partner with lifeguards and park rangers for the educational component of the smoking ban, Hundal said. This would be done through signage and city officials verbally warning those caught puffing in public areas. A grace period, likely extending until the end of summer, will also be in place.

        The park board gathered public feedback when it conducted an online survey on the matter last fall.

        Of 608 participants who chose to do the survey, presented as a pop-up on the park board's website, 75 per cent favoured making beaches no-smoking areas.

        Forty-nine per cent indicated they would use the city's parks more often if a smoking restriction existed and 81 per cent favoured establishing playing fields as no-smoking areas.

        Smoking bans are in place in a number of other municipalities, including North Vancouver, West Vancouver, Whistler, White Rock and Kelowna.

        In November 2008, White Rock outlawed smoking in all outdoor areas controlled by the city, including parks, playgrounds, trails, the beach, the promenade and the pier, with fines of $100 to $2,000 for transgressors.

        "I've heard from staff in these municipalities," Hundal said. "The smoking ban is working in these places. There is an acceptance that smoking is a concern for individuals."

        The Vancouver park board is responsible for more than 200 parks and nearly 18 kilometres of beaches.

        awoo@vancouversun.com
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        Would-be parents lobby against adoption restrictions

      

      
        

      

      
        By Todd Coyne, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Ewa and Vincent Welland thought their prayers were answered difference. last year when, after the death of their premature newborn Care-son in 2001 and years of unsuccessful attempts at having anteed. children, their application to adopt a child was accepted by the government of Nepal.

        In May, the Kamloops couple " were expecting to welcome home an orphaned Nepalese " girl they have been calling "Pumpkin."

        But the Canadian government has halted all adoptions from Nepal after an international report

        released in February condemned that country's adoption program.

        The report from The Hague Conference on Private International Law recommended the international community cease adoptions from Nepal after learning that children from remote areas of the country had been falsely declared to be orphans and put up for adoption without their parents' knowledge.

        The report's author, Hague secretary Jennifer Degeling, visited Nepal in late 2009 and found the falsification of documents about Nepalese children's origins, age and family status was "occurring regularly in order to declare a child adoptable."

        The report from The Hague conference -- which governs international adoptions -- also cited "a lack of transparency and accountability for the money coming into Nepal [to the government and institutions] from intercountry adoptions."

        Ewa Welland acknowledged that adopting a child whose documents have been forged is a real concern in poverty-stricken countries like Nepal. But she feels it is the Canadian government's responsibility to confirm the identities of the adopted " children rather than cancelling " all pending adoptions from the country.

        "The problem is, I think, that Canada thinks that the adoptions " are not transparent but it's not willing to review the files to make sure that the children that are proposed to us are actually true orphans," said Welland.

        "We are willing to pay someone to review the files, to scrutinize them, to make sure the children are orphans but they just closed the program. It's unfair."

        The Wellands are among several would-be adoptive parents of Nepalese orphans across the country who have banded together through letter-writing and now legal action to pressure Canada's federal and provincial governments to lift the international restrictions.

        Last week, the parents retained Vancouver-based immigration lawyer Catherine Sas to help them in their efforts.

        They want to turn up the heat on Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) and Human Resources and Skills Development Canada (HRSDC) which, responding to directives from provincial governments, halted Nepalese adoptions due to the identity and transparency concerns.

        Each Canadian province has its own adoption laws that apply to both domestic and international adoptions, but the federal CIC ultimately decides whether to issue residency visas, said Sas.

        "But they won't issue the visas unless the provincial governments give them an approval for the adoption," said Sas.

        "In March, the B.C. government suspended the adoption program based on the report."

        Sas is representing the Wellands and nine other families and individuals calling themselves the "Parents for Nepal 2009" -- so-called because they put in their adoption applications last year  -- from B.C., Alberta, Saskatchewan, Ontario and Quebec.

        They want Canada to follow the example of the U. K and Sweden and "put people on the ground to verify the actual adoptions they have processed," said Sas.

        Sas said federal officials from the CIC and HRSDC will meet with provincial representatives Wednesday to try to reach an arrangement that would allow the 2009 adoptions to go through as planned.

        tcoyne@vancouversun.com
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        Recreations of bloody crime scenes, weeping relatives and young people behind bars.

        Those are just some of the images that more than 300 secondary students from across B.C. used to create anti-gang posters for a provincewide contest sponsored by The Vancouver Sun and the Gang Task Force.

        Some entrants said they had seen gang violence in their communities. Others were art students who wanted to use their creative talent for an important cause.

        The contest closed at midnight Friday and judging is now underway. Finalists will be announced in the coming days.

        Junichi Swope, a 16-year-old Grade 11 student at Coquitlam's Dr. Charles Best secondary, was inspired to participate by "the recent increase in gang violence in the Tri-Cities."

        The poster features part of a torso and a hand holding a gun. It says, "In the end, nobody wins. Don't join a gang."

        "I want to leave the poster up to people's imagination, whether they want to identify with being the person pulling the trigger, or the person about to get killed. Neither scenario is ideal, and very well could happen if one joins a gang," Swope said.

        Desiree Johnston, also 16 and from Maple Ridge, played with the contest logo T.A.G., or Teens Against Gangs.

        A body lies in front of a graffiti-covered wall with the words: "TAG, you're it," underneath.

        The Maple Ridge secondary student said she was inspired by the chance to help people her own age "before they do something they regret."

        "The recent increase in gangs and the violence and crimes that come along with them is getting extreme," she said. "Our young people are being slaughtered left and right on the streets. Someone needs to inform [them about] what they don't know about these senseless groups."

        She said she played on the idea of the "game" between rival gangs and also between the police and gangs.

        "I used an appealing slogan so young teens will remember it and associate gangs as a game you will never win at, so don't play," she said.

        Jemma Reeves is 17 and attending Quesnel's Correlieu senior school.

        She researched gang deaths in Metro Vancouver in 2009 and used the long list of murders as a backdrop to her poster.

        Then she drew an image of a crying girl over top and included the message, "Gangs: Is it Worth It?"

        "If you can fight in any way possible on the side of a cause that could possibly save lives, go for it," Reeves said.

        Sun editor-in-chief Patricia Graham said it will be difficult to come up with a short list.

        "There are so many good posters it is going to be very challenging to choose winners," Graham said Monday.

        "I want to thank all the young people who submitted posters. They really care about making a difference and that's great to see."

        Sgt. Shinder Kirk of the Gang Task Force said the contest has allowed students across the province to talk about an important issue in their communities.

        "It is wonderful to see the level of response from young people," Kirk said. "Obviously it is an issue that resonates with them."

        kbolan@vancouversun.com
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        Dunsmuir Street merchants are being asked how they feel about having separated bike lanes run the length of the street from the Dunsmuir Viaduct to Burrard Street.

        In February, Vancouver city council approved in principle the construction of a major east-west bike route running along Dunsmuir.

        The plan calls for replacing a parking lane on Dunsmuir with a four-metre-wide bike lane separated from vehicle traffic by a concrete barrier. It would decrease the amount of on-street parking and loading zones, necessitate the moving of bus stops and introduce some turning restrictions at intersections.

        But a report to council says the plan would significantly increase the number of people who choose to cycle and would create a more comfortable walking experience for pedestrians as the bike lane would act as a buffer zone between them and vehicle traffic.

        Councillor Geoff Meggs, a proponent of separated lanes for cyclists, said something needs to be done as the downtown "is a black hole right now in terms of biking safety."

        "It's a big deterrent for people who like to ride bikes," he said.

        Meggs said separated lanes are the only way to advance the safety of cyclists, and motorists would sooner have bikes on the other side of a barrier.

        "It's better than the harum-scarum that goes on down there now with bikes and vehicles all mixed up," he said.

        Meggs said council wants to create a cycling commuter bridge across the downtown.

        Vancouver lawyer Oleh Ilnyckyj has been biking to work since 1983. Every day he rides over the Lions Gate Bridge from his North Vancouver home to his office downtown.

        Naturally, he's in favour of more separated bike lanes through the city centre.

        "I'm not intimidated riding in the city because I have been doing it for so long, but that's likely not the case with novice cyclists. One of the reasons people won't ride downtown is the fear factor, so dedicated lanes are especially important for those cyclists," he said.

        Not that Ilnyckyj has ridden all those years without problems.

        Four years ago, a driver opened her car door right in front of him while he was riding on Burrard outside St. Paul's Hospital.

        He hit the door, flew off his bike and as a result of his injuries, can no longer run or play squash, he said.

        "Being 'doored' like I was or getting a 'right hook' -- when someone makes a right turn in front of you and you either crash into them or run into something else -- are the two biggest dangers of riding in the city," he said.

        Separated lanes would remove the risks of such accidents, he said.

        Results of the survey will be collected by the end of April and staff will report back to council by June with its findings.

        If approved, construction on the separated bike lane would begin immediately.

        Council is also considering setting up a north-south separated bike lane on either Thurlow, Burrard or Hornby streets as the second phase of its plan to give cyclists safer access to the downtown core.

        gbellett@vancouversun.com
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        It's always a bummer when terrorists, or their friends, show up for your parade.

        So what's a Canadian politician to do?

        Well, for a start, declare zero tolerance for them and don't grace any event they attend with your presence. There's really no middle ground.

        That's some no-braineradvice that Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts and Surrey-Newton Liberal MP Sukh Dhaliwal should have followed before attending Saturday's Vaisakhi parade, the annual event that's supposed to mark the Sikh harvest and the founding of the Khalsa, or baptized Sikh movement, in the 17th century.

        That honoured and honourable ceremony, attended by 100,000 people, was tainted yet again by a small group of Sikh radicals. They festooned a float with pictures of Sikh separatists associated with the Babbar Khalsa terrorist group.

        For those of you who aren't up to speed with radical Sikh politics, this was no innocent act. The Babbar Khalsa is considered a terrorist organization in Canada, the United Kingdom, the European Union and the United States. Washington believes the Babbar Khalsa was behind the 1985 Air India bombing, that mass murder sourced out of Vancouver.

        Sunday was not the first time this has happened.

        Our pols were also embarrassed when the 2007 parade included a float glorifying alleged Air India bombing mastermind, Talwinder Singh Parmar. Since then, most politicians have been leery of attending the Vaisakhi parade, a shame since the vast majority of participants have no link to such extremism.

        When Mayor Watts realized images of Babbar Khalsa "martyrs" were part of Saturday's parade she quickly left the event. That was the right move, of course. But what's amazing is that she was even there in the first place given the incendiary statements of one the parade's key organizers.

        Inderjit Singh Bains hit the headlines last week with his dark warning, broadcast on a Punjabi radio station and then picked up by The Vancouver Sun and other media, that the safety of Liberal MP Ujjal Dosanjh and Liberal MLA Dave Hayer could not be guaranteed, should they choose to attend. This should have been something of a tip-off that the parade might not unfold as innocently as Watts might have wished.

        For those who have forgotten, both Dosanjh and Hayer -- voices of political moderation in the Sikh community -- have been personally touched by violence. Dosanjh, a former B.C. NDP premier and federal Liberal health minister, was attacked in 1985 in the parking lot of his law office by a fellow Sikh with an iron bar, leaving him with a broken hand and more than 80 stitches to his head. As a member of the legislature, he was treated to a flaming Molotov cocktail left on his desk in his constituency office.

        As for Dave Hayer, well, you may recall his father, Tara Singh Hayer, was the brave newspaper publisher who wrote eviscerating editorials against Sikh extremists in Canada. He was shot dead in his Surrey garage in 1998, silencing him for good, though not his equally courageous son.

        Let's give Watts credit for getting it half right and at least leaving the parade, once she realized Sikhdom's radical fringe was going to roll out their terrorist-friendly float once again. It's Dhaliwal who deserves true approbation.

      

      
        The MP actually took to the stage with Bains, the very same man who had suggested publicly that two of Canada's elected politicians, a former premier and now Liberal MP, as well as a sitting MLA, might not be safe among fellow Sikhs.

        The Liberal MP offered this excuse on Sunday: "I said that this statement is unacceptable, but you can't ignore those hundred thousand people who were on the streets yesterday."

        Actually, you can, Mr. Dhaliwal. Premier Gordon Campbell, who needs the Sikh vote as much as any other politician, did the right thing.

        He boycotted the event, understanding his responsibility as an elected official to send a clear message: There's is no appetite in Canadian public life for any event offering any platform to terrorist causes, or their sympathizers, or anyone telling politicians to "bring their own security" for personal safety.

        Let's leave the last word to a Sikh leader, Amanpreet Bal, speaking for the World Sikh Organization of Canada:

        "Sikhism stands for peace, equality, democracy and all these beautiful values. And yet you have these handful of people bringing a bad name to the entire community. These people may look Sikh from their appearance, but they do not represent Sikh values."

        Sikh leaders should remember those words the next time radicals among them try to sneak in a float that glorifies violence.

        mcernetig@vancouversun.com
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        The B.C. Liberals organized an airlift for Premier Gordon Campbell's announcement on Site C Monday, laying on a half-dozen or so planes loaded with ministers, backbenchers, staffers, BC Hydro brass, news media, the premier's security detail and other guests.

        The government-assembled multitude at the W.A.C. Bennett Dam also included the so-called Power Pioneers, veterans of the glory days of dam construction on the Peace River.

        There was even a Bennett: Brad, son of ex-premier Bill, who'd not previously visited the giant dam that is named after his grandfather, the aforementioned former premier W.A.C.

        But for all the effort to invoke the past in order to springboard into the future, the entire exercise was readily and effectively dismissed by John Horgan, energy critic for the New Democratic Party opposition.

        He began by challenging the scale of expenditure. All that money on staging an announcement at a time when the public service is operating under a strict freeze on travel and other kinds of spending.

        The Liberals justified the extravagance by the need to make the news in the region that will be most affected by the decision to build Site C. But Horgan challenged whether the announcement even amounted to a green light for the controversial hydroelectric dam.

        As the premier himself acknowledged during his remarks, the government was simply giving the go-ahead for the project to move to stage three of a five-part process.

        "That's a two-page press release at most," added Horgan, who chose not to commit his party to any final stance on a project that he has expressed some enthusiasm for in the past but that is a long way from an actual go-ahead for construction. "Project to create 35,000 jobs, lasting benefits," declared the government press release. But before Site C can spawn even one job in the construction sector, it still has to clear environmental reviews, both federally and provincially.

        The government also needs to consult first nations and accommodate their interests, a separate process fraught with constitutional and legal pitfalls.

        Plus there's a range of other issues to be decided. The method of construction on a site with major engineering challenges. The budget, almost certain to exceed the ballpark estimate of $6.6 billion. Whether the power is needed and at what cost.

        "We don't believe we need the power at this time," Horgan told reporters, but added that his party was prepared to change its mind "if the review can demonstrate that this is the next best option."

        At the same time, he wasn't about to pander to the sworn opponents of the project -- the usual suspects who weighed in with the usual press releases Monday -- by calling for Site C to be killed before it has been submitted for review.

        Horgan's stance on Site C reflects the one urged by party president Moe Sihota on the no-less contentious Enbridge proposal to construct a pipeline to carry oilsands crude through northern B.C. to Kitimat.

        "We should trust the environmental assessment process," said Sihota during a recent commentary on the Early Edition on CBC Radio. "I helped craft the environmental assessment legislation and I think you have to give the system some credit for the way it has worked in the past," he said, referring to his time as a cabinet minister in the NDP governments of the 1990s.

      

      
        "As long as the government doesn't reduce those standards that are applied, then I think environmental assessment on its own will kill this project because it's not immune to considerations around first nations and the environmental risks are very, very high."

        As with the pipeline, so with the hydroelectric dam. Until those projects clear environmental review and until they win approval from the affected first nations, they are no more than possibilities. No need for the Opposition to do more than watch closely as the proponents -- the pipeline company, the Crown corporation -- try to make the case for going ahead.

        New Democrats are further inclined to hold back because of the provincial government's severe political difficulties.

        The most recent Angus Reid poll, released Friday, had the Liberals trailing the New Democrats by 18 points, the best showing for the NDP and the worst for the Liberals in two decades.

        The governing party's credibility is pretty much shot as well. Arrogant, dishonest, secretive and uncaring were just some of the opinions shared by many responding to the pollster.

        Most of the blame can be attributed to the government's handling of the harmonized sales tax which was -- well, if the poll fits, wear it -- arrogant, dishonest, secretive and uncaring.

        When governments get into this much political trouble, the fallout spreads to everything they try to do. Their better ideas are tainted by association with the really bad ones. Site C has some merit. But there's good reason to question whether a government with these credibility problems can make a case for it with the public.

        vpalmer@vancouversun.com
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        Helena Guergis's removal from the federal cabinet was inevitable and necessary, but it does represent a blow to the out-of-kilter gender balance in Canadian politics.

        Before Guergis self-destructed, only 16 per cent of the Conservative caucus and 27 per cent of the cabinet were women. Her banishment from caucus sends those numbers down.

        Interestingly, the picture behind the scenes in the bureaucracy could not be more different. Women not only outnumber men in the public service, but they are marching into executive jobs in record numbers -- and certainly in numbers not seen in private business, or reflected in cabinet.

        The rise of women in the federal public service is both rapid and recent. The numbers are especially remarkable in that they represent a "complete reversal" from the trend a generation ago, as one senior bureaucrat told the Citizen. Today, more than 55 per cent of public-servant jobs are held by women, as are 43 per cent of executive jobs.

        Women are still over-represented in clerical and administrative support jobs, but there are also more women than men in "knowledge jobs." The number of women in executive, computer, scientific and other professions doubled between 1996 and 2006.

        There are numerous reasons why women are prospering in the public service. It has been argued that women are more comfortable working in the public sector than the private one. Perhaps, but what is true is that the public service has actively sought women out, by placing a priority on what is often called "diversity." The public service decided some years ago that deputy ministers, for example, don't all have to be (white) men. As well, the federal government has promoted family-friendly values and policies such as parental leave, which are especially attractive to women.

        It's also a fact that in recent years women have become not just well-represented in university programs but even over-represented. The increase in women with university credentials is translating into a growing representation of women in professional and managerial public service jobs.

        Have women reached complete parity? Not quite. As noted, women now make up 43 per cent of executive jobs. The government would like to see women making up 45 per cent of executive jobs, and no doubt that will happen in a very short while.

        Some observers note that if women make up 55 per cent of employees then they should properly hold 55 per cent of executive positions -- and given the trend line, that, too, will likely be the case at some point.

        Clearly, it's hard to argue any more that women still need preferential treatment in the public service. Indeed, Maria Barrados, president of the Public Service Commission, has agreed that the time has come at least to examine whether the employment act should be amended to remove women as an equity group. Carleton University professor Linda Duxbury, a leading expert on Canadian workplaces, also thinks it's time to re-examine whether women still need to be treated like a disadvantaged group.

        This makes sense.
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        Premier Gordon Campbell went to great lengths on Monday to tie his decision to go ahead with the Site C hydroelectric project on the Peace River with former premier W.A.C. Bennett's great dam building program.

        From Campbell's perspective, there is the no-doubt satisfying comparison to what most British Columbians now recognize was a brave and visionary decision to defy critics and build what has turned out to be a wonderful legacy of relatively cheap, reliable and clean power.

        But even from the perspective of ordinary British Columbians interested only in a prosperous future, it's worth remembering how Bennett's vision was attacked at the time as being too expensive and too big compared to how we now value the legacy he created for generations to come.

        Site C has the potential of 900 megawatts of capacity and the ability to produce enough electricity to power about 410,000 homes. So we're pleased to see that Campbell has decided to push forward with what is probably the last opportunity to develop a clean energy source of this magnitude in B.C.

        But while Campbell invokes Bennett to remind us of the value of tenaciously pursuing a vision that benefits future generations, we are reminded as well that B.C. is no longer a place where a premier can dominate the landscape with the power with which Bennett was able to reign supreme. B.C. is no longer a place where a premier can start a project like this by donning a hard hat and sticking a shovel in the ground.

        So what Campbell has announced is not that Site C will be built, although he needs to be confident that it will be, but that the project is moving to what in 2010 is the most difficult part of erecting a dam and flooding a valley.

        While in the 20th century, harnessing rivers required marvels of engineering, anything built in our province in the 21st century will require a breakthrough in social science. The most difficult obstacles to be overcome are not physical, but issues to which Bennett gave hardly a thought -- achieving an acceptable environmental plan, preserving agricultural capacity, compensating local residents and accommodating the constitutionally protected rights of first nations.

        Naturally, all of the other considerations have to be met as well. This will be what is nominally a $6-billion construction project that will have to be carefully planned, managed and executed.

        That number will likely be revised higher when more detailed engineering plans are developed and like Bennett, Campbell will have to present a business plan that demonstrates that Site C is a cost-effective way of meeting a part of our future energy needs. He needs to show that we can't achieve the same end at lower cost through private-sector purchases and aggressively pursuing conservation.

        So the challenge of our generation is to develop a civil dialogue that will allow us to build a legacy of affordable, clean power for future generations without bulldozing other points of view and through a process that accommodates the rights and legitimate aspirations of first nations.

        If Campbell can achieve that, he can rightfully claim a place beside Bennett as one of the great builders of British Columbia.
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        Re: Improving services or cutting costs? Bylaw revision would allow pharmacy technicians to fill prescriptions unsupervised, April 15

        I would have hoped for something more progressive from Frank M. Archer regarding the proposed pharmacy technician regulation. As a former CEO of the B.C. Pharmacy Association, he should know the capabilities of pharmacy technicians.

        The broadened scope of practice this regulation will implement is an exciting opportunity for both pharmacists and pharmacy technicians. It provides for more education, qualifying and proficiency exams, licensing, and a regulated system similar to that for pharmacists. Is Archer implying pharmacy technicians cannot rise to the occasion?

        I invite him to visit our drug distribution centre to see how technicians work at manufacturing, dispensing, checking and verifying medications, all without direct supervision of a pharmacist.

        Brenda Schwartz Pharmacy technician Supervisor, Fraser Health Authority, Langley
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        We must restructure the way we fund public education

      

      
        

      

      
        By Karen Chalmers, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        I am a principal in the Vancouver public school system and have been an administrator for 14 years. I began my teaching career in 1972. My three children went through the public system because I believed it to be fundamental to a democratic society.

        I can say, without hesitation, that Vancouver has had a first-class educational program for our students and has continued to strive for better services for our at-risk children.

        I no longer believe this will be true in the future. With years of deficit budgets, including an $18-million shortfall this year, the cupboards are bare.

        We have a moral obligation to provide a public system that ensures equitable access to a quality education for all children. We desperately need to restructure how we fund public education.

        I supported the expenditures for the Olympics and understood the benefits for Vancouver. Do our children not have a greater value?

        Karen Chalmers

        Principal, Waverley elementary school, Vancouver
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        Musician sings music's praises

      

      
        

      

      
        By Tom Lavin, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Very few students would ever pick up a musical instrument, if not at the elementary level. Cutting band and orchestra programs from elementary schools will quickly result in the demise of high school programs.

        Music teaches self-discipline and concentration. North American schools that produce the top SAT (college admission test) scores spend 20 per cent to 30 per cent of each school day on the arts, with special emphasis on music. The International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement test consistently shows that music students have higher grade point averages than non-musicians.

        As a direct result of school music programs, I've contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to the Canadian economy, won a Juno Award and a W.C. Handy Award, earned gold and platinum records and written music for radio, films and TV shows, and I continue to play concerts after more than 40 years in the music industry.

        Please preserve schools' band and strings programs, Premier Campbell. Give kids a chance to succeed.

        Tom Lavin

        Leader, Powder Blues Band, Vancouver
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        Vaisakhi in Surrey

      

      
        

      

      
        By James J. Main, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        On June 23, 1985, two bombs exploded. One, aboard an Air India flight over the Atlantic Ocean, killed 329 men, women and children; the other killed two Japanese baggage handlers at Narita Airport. These barbaric acts were carried out by Sikh terrorists in the name of a non-existent country, Khalistan, and the Indian government's attack on the Sikh temple at Amritsar 11 years earlier was the excuse.

        Some 25 years later, the same twisted ideology seems to be alive and well in the Sikh community. Festooning a float in the Vaisakhi parade with images of so-called martyrs is a slap in the face to families of the terror victims.

        James J. Main Surrey
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        Vaisakhi in Surrey

      

      
        

      

      
        By M. Schooff, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        I believe the hijacking of a festival by a pro-Khalistan group is a result of allowing special-interest groups to set up their own school systems. A float that glorifies so-called martyrs who believe killing others is OK is a betrayal.

        The underfunding of public education and the encouragement of more specialized schools that promote more segregated views will not help us become the kind of strong, unified country we need to be. Instead, we will be a hotbed for all kinds of dissent.

        M. Schooff Port Coquitlam
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        Vaisakhi in Surrey

      

      
        

      

      
        By F.E. Craig, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        I am writing to commend Premier Gordon Campbell for demanding an apology from the organizers of the Vaisakhi parade following the threat to Liberal MP Ujjal Dosanjh and B.C. Liberal MLA Dave Hayer, as The Vancouver Sun reported April 16.

        I am disappointed Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts did not immediately instruct her officials to cancel the parade. No doubt lodging a complaint with the RCMP was the right thing to do, but cancelling the parade might have forced moderate Sikh Canadians to take a stand on this issue.

        There is no place in Canada for further violence associated with 18th-century aspirations for a Sikh homeland.

        F.E. Craig Vancouver
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        Vaisakhi in Surrey

      

      
        

      

      
        By Kanwal Jit Singh Gill, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Saturday's Vaisakhi parade in Surrey was a huge success. Despite rainy weather and negative headlines, more than 100,000 people participated. The crowd behaved nicely and participated in both religious and cultural activities. Thousands of volunteers worked hard.

        Every year we see more non-Sikh Canadians enjoying the celebrations.

        I congratulate the organizers, the volunteers and the public. My only request: Please, don't write negative headlines or play up the wrong-headed comments of a couple of politicians.

        Kanwal jit Singh Gill Surrey
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        Medicare: It's back to the future

      

      
        

      

      
        By Hedy Fry, Special to the Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        As the great Yogi Berra used to say, "It's deja vu all over again." For those of us who were intimately involved in the debate over escalating medicare costs in the 1980s, the resurgence of "user fees" as a solution seems surreal.

        In the 1980s, provincial governments faced fiscal pressures similar to the ones we face today: large deficits, structural unemployment, and downloading of delivery costs for health, education and social services by a cash-strapped federal government.

        It was also at that time that the sudden large spikes in medicare costs began to appear, causing an added and urgent funding challenge.

        User fees seemed the quick, simple solution.

        However, user fees clearly contravene the accessibility principle of the Canada Health Act, which enshrines the right of Canadians to "medically required" services, regardless of ability to pay.

        Moreover, user fees fail to achieve the policy goal of cost-effectiveness and can have negative effects on patient health.

        Evidence repeatedly has shown that user fees do not deter use by those who can afford to pay them but are a real barrier to those in lower socio-economic groups who are unable to afford the per-visit fee when they are ill and postpone needed care until they are so ill that they have no choice.

        Outcome analyses show that early diagnosis and treatment of acute illness or injury is less costly than later interventions.

        A recent study by Hollander demonstrates that patients with chronic illnesses such as heart disease or diabetes who make regular visits to their family physician have fewer complications and markedly decreased costs to the system for overall care. User fees per visit can become a financial burden for many of these patients.

        Simply put, user fees tax those who are ill.

        In the 1980s, provinces responded to the problem by setting up Provincial Royal Commissions to find effective solutions. The reports of those commissions are relevant today. They predicted that medicare costs would continue to rise, fuelled by an aging population, new technologies and new treatments. More importantly and surprisingly, they all agreed on some basic long-term solutions  -- which provinces unfortunately did not adopt, because they did not provide a "quick fix" but required long-term strategic changes in the way the medicare system functioned.

        Today, the problems, as predicted by the PRCs in the 1980s, have worsened.

        Provinces would do well to dust up those old recommendations: Set up integrated, multidisciplinary home -- and community-care service-delivery systems, which were shown to work in other countries such as the Netherlands, providing lower-cost, effective and better-quality care for chronic, rehabilitative, elderly, low-risk obstetric and terminally ill patients.

        Free up hospital beds for the more costly acute and surgical care.

        Fast-forward the creation of regional/ interprovincial high-tech acute-care centres so that expensive infrastructure and resources could be shared; and bulk-buy pharmaceuticals and diagnostics with other provinces to achieve economies of scale.

        Further still, why not work with health care professionals to use internationally accepted clinical guidelines as the standard for access to the "medically necessary" care defined in the Canada Health Act, instead of user fees?

        It is argued that 60 per cent of disease is preventable. A cost-effective health care system should, therefore, also focus on health promotion and prevention as part of an integrated system.

        But that is a debate for another day.

        Dr. Hedy Fry is MP for Vancouver Centre. She is past president of the B.C. Medical Association.
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        Carbon tax killed private-sector jobs in Sweden

      

      
        

      

      
        By Aldyen Donnelly, Special To The Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Matt Horne of the Pembina Institute (Letters to the Editor, April 14, 2010) suggests that "careful design" will address the many real issues associated with the carbon tax about which Harvey Enchin deftly wrote a week earlier on the Issues and Ideas page of The Vancouver Sun. Horne says, "Sweden provides an example of how governments can make carbon taxes work."

        Sweden was among the first nations to experience the serious phenomenon of the carbon-tax-generated hole in government revenues. Sweden's carbon-tax shift translated into industrial job losses and capital-investment flight. In the early years, carbon-tax revenues consistently fell short of budget targets due to industrial business flight.

        Between 1990 and 2008 (pre-global recession), jobs in Sweden's goods-producing sectors -- agriculture, forestry, manufacturing, energy industries and construction -- fell more than 25 per cent, compared with a 10.5 per cent increase in Canada. Over that 18-year period, total employment across all sectors in Sweden grew only 2.4 per cent, compared with 30.5 per cent in Canada; 100 per cent of new jobs created in Sweden since the start of its carbon tax have been in the public sector.

        De-industrialization explains 100 per cent of the reduction in greenhouse-gas emissions (GHGs) realized by Sweden since 1990. In fact, given the reduction in industrial output and jobs, the national GHG reductions realized by Sweden is surprisingly small.

        Sweden's electricity and petroleum industries currently discharge eight per cent more GHGs within Sweden's boundaries and 30 per cent more globally than they did in 1990. This partly reflects the fact that, in the mid-1990s, in an attempt to stem industrial job losses, Sweden ruled that all energy consumed "for the production of mineral oils, carbon fuels and petroleum coke"; in the production, transmission and distribution of electricity; by airplanes, ships and trains; and by "energy intensive business" (defined as a business for which energy costs account for three per cent or more of total operating costs) is up to 100 per cent exempt from all Swedish energy taxes-- not just carbon taxes. Of course, while introducing these energy tax exemptions might have stemmed job losses in the targeted sectors, it just deepened the carbon-tax hole in Sweden's government revenue forecasts. And Sweden -- home to 20 per cent more petroleum-product refining capacity than Alberta -- now depends more on petroleum-product exports to shore up its national economy than ever before.

        When Matt Horne points us to Sweden's careful carbon-tax design as a model, is he advocating for exemptions for all of the large B.C. industrial consumers who would be energy-tax exempt under Swedish law?

        Sweden has tried to make up the carbon-tax-related government-revenue shortfall by disproportionately loading the new tax burden on small households and increasing payroll taxes, mandatory health-and social-insurance premiums -- a path Premier Gordon Campbell has already started down. Today, a small Swedish home that consumes less than 1,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity per year pays $0.347 Cdn/kWh, including taxes. But the large home that consumes more than 15,000 kWh per year pays only $0.176/kWh. In other words, the large residential consumer gets almost 2,000 kWhs of service for the same price the small household pays for 1,000 kWhs.

      

      
        Large Swedish industrial customers who do not qualify for the tax exemption pay only $0.097/kWh. In presenting the Swedish carbon tax as a model to British Columbians, is Matt recommending our government disproportionately load the new tax burden on the smallest and lowest-income-earning households, as Sweden has done?

        Since hospitals pay carbon, excise and sales taxes on their energy consumption while power producers, oil refineries, airlines and other energy-intensive Swedish businesses do not, the direct relationship between the carbon-tax shift and increasing health care premiums is obvious. Other labour-tax increases are not directly related to carbon-tax impacts. But the Swedes -- like many other governments -- have found the only place they can mine for new government revenues, of late, has been the payroll-tax accounts. Taxes on labour now combine to account for 33 per cent of all Swedish government revenues (compared with 15 per cent of all Canadian government revenues). Sweden's carbon tax accounts for less than three per cent of total Swedish government revenues.

        Sweden's very high payroll taxes discourage workers and dampen companies' willingness to hire. Today, Sweden's unemployment rate is nine per cent. This does not include the five to eight per cent of working-age Swedes who are officially listed as "employed" but who do not work and collect permanent "sick leave." In 2006, according to McKinsey and Co., "sick leave" payments to Swedes staying home from work accounted for 16 per cent of all Swedish federal-government expenditures. Government spending accounts for 55.5 per cent of Sweden's GDP.

        And this is what Horne and the Pembina Institute describes as "careful" tax-system design?

        Aldyen Donnelly is president of WDA Consulting Inc. and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Consortium in Vancouver.
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        Beyond Boomercentrism

      

      
        There is too much focus on boomers -- and not enough on the young

      

      
        By Paul Kershaw, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Many Canadians tell a common story, about how we want our kids and grandchildren to have more than we do. I hear it from my parents and their friends, all fine members of the baby boom generation. As individuals, these people have worked hard, reared children -- they've contributed.

        But, as a generation, whenever baby boomers tell the story about leaving more for those who come after them, the story is fiction, not fact.

        Think about it. Canadian baby boomers are a generation that inherited little public debt. But as they ponder retirement, the federal and provincial debt loads both top 30 per cent of Gross Domestic Product.

        Baby boomers inherited little environmental degradation. But they preside over a country that is now identified as a fossil fuel dinosaur by the international community.

        Debt and global climate change are problems left for future generations to solve. This alone signals an issue of intergenerational justice that merits far more attention than it receives. Boomers consume beyond what they pay for, and beyond the pace at which the Earth can restock resources for those who follow.

        Regrettably, these are not the only examples of intergenerational tension. Through no fault of their own, the potential of the next generation to address the challenging legacy left to them is being handicapped by a policy context largely designed and implemented by baby boomers.

        How do we know what policy choices are compromising the ability of the next generation? For a decade, University of B. C researchers at the Human Early Learning Partnership, a world-renowned Global Knowledge Hub in research about the social determinants of child development, have worked with kindergarten teachers in almost all classrooms, in all school districts around the province. The data we collect show that 29 per cent of B.C. children are vulnerable before they reach kindergarten. By vulnerable, I don't mean that kindergarten kids aren't the next Mozart or Einstein. Rather, vulnerable children struggle with one or more age appropriate tasks, such as holding a pencil, climbing stairs, following instructions from teachers, getting along on the playground and knowing 10 letters.

        You might think that child vulnerability is primarily a problem for the income-poor. But it's not. The majority of vulnerable B.C. children reside in middle-or upper-income households and neighbourhoods. Early vulnerability is a problem for mainstream families.

        What is behind all this early vulnerability? The answer is that, compared with other countries, we don't invest much to support families to access the time, resources and community services they need to fulfil their caregiving and earning responsibilities. The fact is that Canada consistently places near, or at, the bottom of UNICEF and other international rankings of child care, early learning, work-life balance and family poverty policies. But most Canadians don't know this fact.

        Why don't we know? Part of the reason is that we are a boomercentric society. Much of our policy debate is dominated by issues that speak to the aging demographic, especially medical care and pensions. It happened again at the end of March: Federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty announced that his government was revisiting whether the country's retirement income system needs improvement. Opposition members responded by lamenting the slow pace of government efforts to fix the alleged pension problem.

      

      
        Pensions are being prioritized (again!) by the government and opposition alike, even though the finance minister concedes that the Canadian system is considered strong by international standards.

        Without doubt, we can and should ensure our pension system remains near the top of the international ranking. Baby boomers have every reason to desire a comfortable retirement. But where is the debate about policy issues for which Canada is ranked badly? We may have owned the podium at the Olympic and Paralympic Games, but time and time again, research shows that we can't even see the podium when it comes to family policy for young kids. When do we question our poor standing on this issue in the House of Commons, or the legislature?

        I believe boomers genuinely want to leave more to their children and grandchildren than they have enjoyed. The story they tell themselves is not intended to be fiction. Although the generation's record of accomplishment on this front is weak so far, and the debt and global climate change are massive problems they leave for the future, there remains time for boomers to fix one major intergenerational problem: They can undo decisions which tolerate nearly 30 per cent of the next generation reaching school in a vulnerable condition. For this, we must move beyond the boomercentrism that guides our priority-setting to invest in the smart family policy parents require now, and that children deserve.

        Paul Kershaw teaches at the University of British Columbia. He is one of Canada's leading thinkers about family policy.
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        Possible strike by doormen hinges on push for more pay

      

      
        Front-line workers looking for improved wages, health benefits and sick days

      

      
        By Tom Leonard, Daily Telegraph
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        It is their duty to keep the city's apartment blocks running with their behind-the-scenes toil. But New York's doormen could become genuinely invisible if their first strike in 20 years goes ahead.

        The walkout could lead to a buildup of uncollected rubbish and undelivered mail at buildings across the city.

        Doormen, whose duties also include taking food to residents and carrying shopping bags, have failed to agree to a new contract in a dispute over pay.

        Many buildings have asked residents to volunteer to stand in as doormen in case the strike goes ahead. Doormen earn an average annual salary of $40,000 and are demanding more, according to the Service Employees International Union, whose members have called for the strike. The union accounts for 90 per cent of New York's 30,000 doormen and other apartment workers.

        The Realty Advisory Board, which represents building owners, has argued that doormen earn closer to $68,000 with benefits. It claims the property slump and recession has meant they are unable to meet the union's pay demands.

        The existing four-year contract runs out Wednesday when doormen will strike if new agreements relating to wages, health benefits, and rules about overtime and sick days are not made.

        Union officials are drawing up plans to picket affected buildings. Doormen have not staged a walkout since 1991.

        The dispute has prompted magazine headlines in the United States such as "Doormen may soon force rich people to exert themselves slightly."

        But on Fifth Avenue, many doormen said they could not afford to strike and were not convinced that residents could cope without them.

        "It happened once before and you pray to God that it finishes soon," said Helen Fisher, a resident.

        "I'm an anthropologist and writer so I could take my work down while manning the door, though you would certainly hope people can open the door without you having to let them in," she added.

        She said she saw her doormen so much they had become "like brothers." She attended the funeral of the last one who died, although she was the only resident in the building who did.

        David Ray, a retired publisher, said a strike would be "inconvenient" but believed his neighbours would cope.

        He had not volunteered to help out. "If I wanted to be a doorman I would have gone to doorman school," he said.

        Cisero Ross, who has been a Fifth Avenue doorman for 25 years, said his residents were "worried, of course, it will upset their regular schedule."

        However, he added: "They can fend for themselves. They can summon a cab. You just have to step into the road, put your hand out and something will come along."
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        Gun-toting activists gather to rally against government

      

      
        Several dozen protesters warn of civil war if rights are eroded

      

      
        By Karin Zeitvogel, Agence France-Presse
        April 20, 2010
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            Gun-rights protesters gather in Arlington, Va., across the Potomac River from the U.S. capital on Monday for an 'open-carry rally' to exercise their right to bear arms.
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        Several dozen gun-toting activists rallied Monday in a small national park near Washington, D.C. to issue dire warnings that the United States could face civil war unless big government stops eating away at their rights.

        "This isn't about gun laws -- this is about liberty, about restoring the constitution," antigovernment activist Michael van der Boegh told AFP at the sparsely attended rally of mostly white, middle-aged men.

        One of several speakers who addressed the crowd from the back of a white pick up truck, Van der Boegh has used Internet postings in the past to call on Americans unhappy with a new law reforming the health care system to throw bricks through the windows of politicians' offices who voted for it.

        On Monday, he warned that the United States could face a new civil war if the administration tries to force through health care reforms or any other laws the activists feel would erode their constitutional rights.

        "My call to break windows and all the work I do is to call attention to the fact that civil war could happen in the United States," he said.

        "If government doesn't rein itself in, we will find ourselves in civil war. What I am doing is jumping out in front of the bus carrying all of our kids and warning that we could face civil war.

        "With the passage of the health care bill, they said 'you will' and we say 'hell, no,' " he said, pointing his walking stick towards the U.S. Capitol building across the Potomac River.

        By their own admission, the activists at the rally, some of whom had rifles slung over their shoulders and loaded pistols in hip holsters, represent a tiny minority of the U.S. population.

        But the rally was held against the backdrop of a vocal anti-government "Tea Party" movement that has gained nationwide attention, and polls showing deepening public dissatisfaction with government.

        It also was held on the anniversaries of two events that have become touchstones for white extremists -- the fiery end of a 51-day FBI siege of a Branch Davidian cult compound in Waco, Texas in 1993, and the bombing on the same day two years later of a federal building in Oklahoma City in a revenge attack by Timothy McVeigh.

        The Oklahoma bombing, the most destructive act of domestic terrorism in U.S. history, killed 168 people.

        Meanwhile, a poll made public Monday by the Pew Research Center found that nearly one of three Americans view the U.S. government as a "major threat" to their freedoms.

        Just 19 per cent say they are "basically content" with the government, against 56 per cent who say they are "frustrated" and 21 per cent who describe themselves as "angry," the Pew Research Center survey found.

        Only 22 per cent say they trust Washington to do what is right almost always or most of the time, according to the survey, which had an error margin of plus or minus four percentage points.

        The first time Pew asked the question, in 1958, 73 per cent of Americans said they trusted the government. In mid-1994, just 17 per cent said the same.

        The protesters were able to rally, with their weapons, in a national park because Obama recently signed a bill allowing it. But that did not temper the anger displayed against the first African-American president.
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            Pope Benedict XVI waves during a boat trip to the Valletta waterfront in Malta on Sunday. The Pope met privately with cardinals on Monday to thank them for their support.
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        Pope Benedict marked five years as leader of the world's 1.1 billion Roman Catholics on Monday, calling his church a "wounded sinner" torn between the persecutions of the world and the consolation of God.

        The German-born pontiff, who turned 83 last Friday, struck the reflective tone while thanking 46 cardinals at a private lunch in the Vatican for their support in a difficult time, the official newspaper L'Osservatore Romano reported.

        Benedict attended the lunch after a weekend visit to Malta, where he met eight men sexually abused by priests in his latest step to counter the scandal that has rocked the church.

        "The pontiff alluded to the sins of the church, recalling that it, a wounded sinner, felt all the more the consolation of God," L'Osservatore Romano wrote of the lunch gathering.

        It quoted a saying from St. Augustine, who called the church a pilgrim who shuttles between "the persecutions of the world and the consolations of God".

        Benedict has avoided mentioning the spreading sexual abuse scandal in public but made several indirect references to the church's sins and the need to repent. Hundreds of abuse cases, many decades old, have been alleged in recent months in Europe.

        Out around St. Peter's Square, Catholic pilgrims expressed concern about the scandal and support for the Pope.

        "The recent years have not been easy," said Marco Bosco from Spain. "The challenge is to see that everything that happened this year is cleared up. We trust Pope Benedict to do that."

        The low-key anniversary contrasted with the optimism of his election on April 19, 2005, when the former cardinal Joseph Ratzinger surprised the world with a gentle approach at odds with his fierce reputation as the Vatican's doctrinal watchdog.

        In his first speech, he pledged to continue on the path of his popular predecessor, Pope John Paul, and foster Christian unity and good relations with other religions.

        But since then, his papacy has been marked by successive controversies, several with other faiths, and a pattern of poor communications that often poured fuel on the fire.

        The recent wave of allegations of child sexual abuse by priests, some going back decades, is the latest in this series. It began in Ireland and spread this year to Germany, Austria, the Netherlands and other European countries.

        Benedict has gone further than any pope in condemning abuse, meeting victims and urging bishops to work with the police, but his reluctance to take more aggressive steps -- such as retiring bishops who hid predator priests -- disappoints his critics.

        Malta's President George Abela hinted more was needed when he told Benedict on his arrival there on Saturday that it must ensure "justice will not only be done but seen to be done."

        On his first trip, only months after his election as pope, Benedict made good on his promise to foster contacts with other religions, by visiting a synagogue and by meeting with other Christian and Muslim leaders in Cologne, during the World Youth Days there.

        But a year later in Regensburg, Germany, he angered the Muslim world with a lecture in which he quoted a Byzantine emperor saying Islam was violent and irrational.

        He said that he had been misunderstood.

        Relations with Jews grew tense as Benedict made the reinforcement of Catholic tradition a top priority of his papacy.

        Jewish groups have objected to his support for making the late Pope Pius XII a saint, saying he did not do enough to save Jews from the Holocaust.
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        Two senior al-Qaida leaders killed by Iraqi, U.S. forces

      

      
        Prime minister shows photos of bodies asproof

      

      
        By Richard Spencer, Daily Telegraph
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Two senior al-Qaida leaders have been killed by Iraqi and U.S. forces, in a move hailed by the Americans as the most significant blow to the organization since the beginning of the insurgency.

        Nouri al-Maliki, Iraq's prime minister, showed a news conference photographs of the bodies of two men he said were Abu Ayub al-Masri and Abu Omar al-Baghdadi.

        Al-Masri, or "The Egyptian," was understood to be the head of al-Qaida in Iraq. Al-Baghdadi was described as head of the Islamic State of Iraq, a local militant movement closely identified with al-Qaida. The prime minister said: "Their leaders are falling. Al-Qaida has become too weak to represent a danger to Iraq, but we have to be more careful and aware to eliminate them completely."

        Al-Baghdadi had been reported killed and captured on numerous occasions, leading some to believe that "The Man from Baghdad" was just a cover name used by the group.
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        Sikhs' image marred: group

      

      
        Violent acts not a true reflection of faith, organization says

      

      
        By Linda Nguyen, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Violent incidents at two Sikh temples this month in Brampton, Ont., along with a controversial decision over the weekend to

        allow photos of leaders from banned terrorist groups onto a float in the annual Vaisakhi parade in B.C., have marred the image of the Sikh-Canadian community, according to one group.

        "Sikhism stands for peace, equality, democracy and all these beautiful values," Amanpreet Bal of the World Sikh Organization of Canada said Monday. "And yet you have these handful of people bringing a bad name to the entire community.

        "These people may look Sikh from their appearance, but they do not represent Sikh values."

        On Sunday, four people were taken to hospital with nonlife-threatening injuries after a brawl involving as many as 100 people broke out inside the Sri Guru Nanak Sikh Centre in Brampton, about 45 kilometres west of Toronto.

        The fight, reportedly involving machetes, knives and construction axes, was the result of a long-standing disagreement between two groups from the temple.

        When the fight broke out, there were between 300 and 400 people at the centre.

        Peel Regional Police have arrested and charged three men -- Harvinder Pal Dhaliwal, 41, Tehal Shergill, 60 and Satwant Deol, 25. The charges include assault, possessing a weapon for a dangerous purpose, assault causing bodily harm and assault with a weapon.

        Officials from the temple refused to comment Monday.

        Several police officers were at the centre before the incident Sunday afternoon. They had been called to monitor a meeting that was taking place.

        Peel Const. Samantha Nulle said the recent incident was connected to another stabbing at a temple earlier this

        month, but she could not say if a kirpan, a ceremonial dagger carried by devout Sikhs, was used.

        "We will not tolerate violent behaviour," she said. "It's against the law, and anybody who refuses to comply with the law will be charged and be dealt with appropriately."

        Officers with the diversity unit of Peel Police have been in contact with temple members in hopes of preventing another attack. The investigation is continuing and more people may be arrested, said Nulle.

        In early April, prominent Indo-Canadian lawyer Manjit Mangat was stabbed multiple times in the torso outside the Sikh Lehar Centre, another temple in Brampton. The weapon used was a kirpan.

        Sukhwant Singh, 52, from Brampton, has been charged with attempted murder in the attack.

        The stabbing was allegedly related to Mangat's decision to invite a controversial Sikh preacher to speak at the temple.

        Bal said these attacks have "no doubt" hurt the struggles by the Sikh community to have the kirpan accepted into mainstream society.

        "[These incidents] are a setback to our overall image. Actions like these will harm the next generation. There is outcry in the community."

        Bal also said parade organizers who allowed a pro-Khalistan float in the annual Vaisakhi parade in Surrey over the weekend were asking for trouble because they were mixing politics with celebration.

        The float carried Khalistan flags and photos of leaders from banned terrorist groups, who are part of a movement for an independent Punjab region, separate from India.

      

      
        Tens of thousands of people still attended the event, but organizers caused an even greater stir when they told Liberal MP Ujjal Dosanjh and Liberal MLA David Hayer they were not invited to the parade and they would attend at their own risk.

        B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell boycotted the celebration, and federal Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff called for an apology from the organizers.

        The kirpan is typically a six-to nine-inch dagger, sheathed and worn in a fabric holster close to the body at all times.

        In 2006, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled against restrictions or a ban on the ceremonial dagger in public places.

        The issue came up after a 17-year-old Montreal student was kicked out of school because the school board claimed his kirpan was a dangerous weapon.

        The court ruled that there were no violent incidents involving the kirpan in the century that Sikhs have been carrying them to classes.

        Bal said the law needs to come down hard on the perpetrators in these incidents, as an example to the community that violence over political or personal beliefs will not be condoned.

        "We still have work to do," said Bal. "We need to isolate and eliminate these bad apples in our community."
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        Ignatieff pitches gun registry changes

      

      
        

      

      
        By Janice Tibbetts, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff made a pitch on Monday to save the federal gun registry by proposing changes aimed at unifying the party's fractured stand and satisfying opponents on the Liberal benches who voted to scrap the contentious databank.

        Ignatieff said he would like to make it easier for firearms owners to register their long guns -- by streamlining the paperwork, removing renewal fees, and making it a ticketing offence, rather than a criminal offence, for first-timers who fail to participate in the registry.

        "It would be wrong to ignore the frustration and legitimate criticisms we have heard about the gun registry in rural Canada, in northern Canada, in remote Canada," Ignatieff told a gathering of the Canadian Police Association.
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        Risk of heart disease varies with ethnic group

      

      
        

      

      
        By Thandi Fletcher, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Some ethnic groups are more at risk for developing heart disease than others, according to a new Canadian study.

        The study, from the Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences in Toronto, found "striking differences" in the cardiovascular risk profiles of South Asian, Chinese, white and black ethnic groups.

        The findings reveal Chinese people have the "most favour-able" cardiovascular risk profile, with about four per cent reporting two or more risk factors.

        This is followed by South Asians at eight per cent, whites at 10 per cent and blacks at 11 per cent.

        The risk factors for developing cardiovascular disease include smoking, obesity, diabetes and hypertension.

        But, Maria Chiu, principal investigator of the study, said all ethnic groups can lower their cardiovascular risk profiles.

        "No group can get away with saying they have the perfect risk-factor profile," she said. "Every single group can make lifestyle changes to improve their health."

        Blacks had a 44 per cent higher risk and South Asians a 24 per cent higher risk of developing hypertension than whites.

        Smoking was almost three times more common in whites than in the Chinese and South Asian groups.

        Smoking was also more common in men than women, but the difference between men and women was much smaller among whites and blacks than among Chinese and South Asians.

        Obesity was five times more common in white and black people than Chinese. Black females are also more likely to report obesity, diabetes, hypertension and heart disease than black males.

        South Asians and blacks had a two-fold higher risk of developing diabetes than did whites or Chinese.

        Cardiovascular disease, such as heart disease and stroke, is found almost twice as often in South Asians as in Chinese.

        About three quarters of the study participants did not take part in at least 15 minutes of daily exercise.

        The problem was worst among the South Asians, Chinese and blacks.

        However, there is a "black paradox" in the study's findings, Chiu explained.

        Although the black group had a relatively poor cardiovascular risk profile, they tended to also have a relatively low risk of heart disease.

        Chiu said, with Canada's growing multi-ethnically diverse population, the study opens new approaches to cardiovascular disease prevention.

        To date, heart disease and stroke prevention strategies have been "one-size-fits-all," said Chiu, as past research of cardiovascular risk was focused mainly on white populations.

        "[The study shows] health care needs appear to be different in each of those ethnic groups, so our strategies should be ethnically tailored to the individual groups," she said.

        According to Statistics Canada, South Asians made up the largest ethnic group in Canada at four per cent of the total population in the 2006 census.

        Chinese accounted for 3.9 per cent and blacks for 2.5 per cent of the total Canadian population.

        The study looked at data from 154,653 whites, 3,364 South Asians, 3,038 Chinese and 2,742 blacks people living in Ontario between 1996 and 2007.

        Results of the study, funded by the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario, are published in Monday's issue of the Canadian Medical Association Journal.
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        Obwandiyag's story shows how far we've progressed

      

      
        Black woman and a first nations man hold offices founded by people who supported slavery and hated aboriginals

      

      
        By Stephen Hume, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Today, 241 years ago, a man named Obwandiyag was assassinated in a village that is now a suburb of St. Louis, Mo., but which once was part of a powerful confederacy of tribes that occupied the upper Mississippi River.

        What do Obwandiyag, his death in Cahokia of the Illini Confederacy and their tangled fates have to do with us, west of the Rockies, almost two-and-a-half centuries later?

        For one thing, it's a reminder of how history intertwines in North America despite the collective amnesia that denies so many of us an understanding of why things happen in British Columbia in the 21st century.

        Obwandiyag was a great Ottawa chief during the brutal war in which Europe's imperial powers struggled to wrest the riches of the New World from one another.

        Mangled in the mouths of Europeans, Obwandiyag became Pontiac, which endures as the name of an American city, the name on a line of cars and as a historical footnote -- "Pontiac's Rebellion."

        Obwandiyag's story is a stain upon the conscience of the societies that displaced, subsumed and eventually overwhelmed indigenous peoples with whom British Columbia now seeks to negotiate treaty settlements. Yet history is complicated. His story also reminds us of how far we've progressed.

        The Ottawa were allies of the French during the war with the British and their Iroquois allies.

        The British prevailed and their commanding general, Sir Jeffrey Amherst, became military governor. Technically, Amherst was first in a long line of governors appointed by the British crown that culminates in Michaelle Jean as governor-general of Canada and Steven Point as lieutenant-governor of B.C. Jean is Canada's first black governor-general. Point is the first lieutenant-governor of first nations' descent.

        Amherst authorized slavery for the new British province. He also approved biological warfare intended to "extirpate" first nations from the newly conquered territories by spreading smallpox -- known to be extraordinarily virulent in aboriginal populations -- using infected blankets.

        His authorization of genocide arose after the British conquest when the new masters promptly began breaking territorial and other promises made while the outcome of the war remained uncertain.

        Obwandiyag, a courageous, eloquent and intelligent leader who had already defeated a British general, organized a resistance among the tribes around the Great Lakes. The British called it a rebellion. To the Ottawa, it was a war of liberation. They inflicted a series of humiliating defeats upon

        the British army capturing nine forts and besieging others.

        Amherst was infuriated. When a British officer proposed the use of smallpox to "reduce" the enemy, Amherst wrote advocating "the total extirpation of those Indian nations."

        American scholars have unearthed the actual letters between Amherst and his subordinates, including one report that kerchiefs and blankets from a smallpox hospital were given as departing gifts to chiefs who came to negotiate.

        Whether that caused or even contributed to the smallpox epidemic which pulsed across the continent for the next century, obliterating whole cultures and killing millions of people, isn't really important. It's the intent that deserves remembrance.

        As for Obwandiyag, when he agreed to a peace with the British, he was banished and went to live among the Illini at Cahokia. He was murdered on April 20, 1769. The Illini themselves would later be ethnically cleansed by the Americans, driven from their homeland and resettled in Oklahoma although their name was appropriated for a state, a university and its sports teams.

        Yet Obwandiyag's rebellion also triggered the Royal Proclamation of 1763 setting out first nations' rights. It's now a crucial constitutional element of treaty negotiations in British Columbia. And in 2010, a black woman and a first nations man hold the offices founded by a predecessor who supported slavery and hated aboriginal peoples.

        We have, indeed, come a long way. Acknowledging that past -- and thinking about how far we have yet to journey -- is certainly worthy of thought today.

        shume@islandnet.com
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        Auction of 1992 photograph could fetch $1 million for B.C.
artist

      

      
        Final sale price of image by Jeff Wall might rival previous auction record for artist's work

      

      
        By Randy Boswell, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Canadian master of contemporary photography, Jeff Wall, whose carefully composed scenes exhibit a deceptive ordinariness but tap deep wells of thought in art and philosophy, is set to crack the million-dollar mark again at a New York auction next month with a 1992 picture of a fellow artist sketching a cadaver's forearm.

        The large, 1.2-x-1.6-metre image, widely viewed as a masterpiece of modern art and hailed as a photographic "tour de force" by the auction house Christie's, carries one of Wall's typically banal titles: Adrian Walker, artist, drawing from a specimen in a laboratory in the Dept. of Anatomy at the University of British Columbia, Vancouver.

        But if the photograph fetches a price much beyond the high-end estimate of $1.2 million, it will set a new sales record for an artist who once drew freelance illustrations for The Vancouver Sun at $ 15 or $20 a pop.

        The photograph "marks a key point in Jeff Wall's career, when he turned from producing works which were based on the artist's imagination, to begin a more philosophical examination into the conventions of photography," says Christie's catalogue for its May 11 sale of contemporary art, highlighted by a 1963 Andy Warhol silk-screen portrait of actor Elizabeth Taylor valued at up to $15 million.

        "It is the first of several pictures in which Wall uses a device called 'profil perdu' where the subject's face is turned away from the viewer just enough for us not to see their expression. Combining this with the minimalist and studious nature of the laboratory setting, Wall conveys a feeling of detachment and mystery which leaves any narrative open and unexplained."

        Wall has, however, acknowledged that the image was inspired by a landmark essay about representation by the U.S. art critic Michael Fried and pays homage to the famous 18th-century painting Young Student Drawing by the French artist Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin.

        "Wall is clearly emphasizing the importance of the hand, and by definition the hand of the artist, in his work," Christie's curator notes.

        "Not only is Adrian Walker's hand, holding the red draftsman's pencil, located at the focal point of the image, drawing us deeper into the work, the mummified hand on the table is also the subject of Walker's rapt attention."

        Wall's distinctive style, showcased in dozens of exhibitions around the world over the past 20 years, has attracted gushing praise from critics and huge sums of money from collectors.

        In May 2008, a Wall photograph entitled Forest -- depicting a steaming campfire pot and a man and woman obscured by trees -- drew a record bid of $993,000 at a Sotheby's auction in New York.

        But that benchmark was short-lived; in July 2008, a Wall photograph titled The Well -- featuring a woman working with a shovel in a deep hole -- sold for $1,245,000 at a Sotheby's auction in London.

        A review published last week in Le Monde of a current Wall exhibition in France notes: "The photographs are relatively modest in terms of subject matter, but their price is crazy -- as much $480,000 a piece."

        The reviewers describe Wall as "one of the world's 10 most highly rated artists, but also one of the best, as you may see for yourself from the dozen or so new pictures on show" at a Paris gallery.

        In a Vancouver Sun interview at the time, Wall discussed how newspaper comic strips helped inspire his artistic sensibilities.

        "I was fascinated by that," he said. "It was always something to do with drawing and pictures. It kind of got transferred to, you know, serious art."
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        Semantics, user fees and the health care budget squeeze

      

      
        Opposition set to battle Quebec move to levy charges

      

      
        By Barbara Yaffe, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        While federal opposition leaders are lining up to condemn new health care user fees in Quebec, British Columbians and Ontarians surely are scratching their heads.

        The fact is, people in the latter two provinces have been paying special health charges for a while now, and no one in Ottawa has batted an eyelash.

        Yet hearts are all aflutter on Parliament Hill after the Quebec government's March 30 budget announcement of new measures to finance health costs.

        At present, health expenditures devour 45 per cent of Quebec's budget.

        On average, provinces are spending 46 per cent of their budgets on health care.

        The Charest government wants to impose a user fee of $25 per medical visit, calculated as a health deductible through income tax contributions, with low-income residents being exempt.

        In addition, Quebecers annually will be dinged for a "health contribution," starting at $25 but increasing to $200 by 2012.

        While the levies are being categorized as user fees, it's not clear why extra health charges would be legal in B.C. and Ontario but illegal in Quebec.

        Given the always-delicate nature of federal-Quebec affairs, if anything, Ottawa would probably bend over backwards to view the Quebec fees as legal.

        The B.C. government, since 1965, has charged premiums for health coverage, based on family size and income.

        Monthly rates are $54 for one person, $96 for a family of two and $108 for a family of three or more.

        Ontario started levying premiums to help pay its health costs in 2004.

        Monthly fees range from $5, for those with taxable income of $21,000, up to $75, for those in a $200,000-plus income bracket.

        Alberta once had a system of health premiums but abandoned it in January of 2009.

        These measures all were taken in response to rising health costs.

        And the prognosis for future costs are even more onerous given that an aging population is set to impose heavier burdens on the medicare system.

        Quebecers predictably are unhappy about the fees, even taking to the streets to demonstrate.

        So, perhaps it's not surprising that Liberals and New Democrats are playing to the disgruntled by claiming the new charges would violate the Canadian Health Act.

        "The NDP has always been steadfast in its support of the Canada Health Act," leader Jack Layton declared during the Commons question period last week.

        "Is the government committed to enforcing the Canada Health Act or are they preparing to amend it?"

        Stephen Harper responded that the act indeed is the law of the land but the NDP "should be sure that violations actually occurred." Which suggests the prime minister does not

        believe the Quebec moves constitute

        a violation of the medicare legislation.

        Michael Ignatieff, after first supporting Quebec's announcement, has changed his mind: "I want to make it very clear that our party, and I personally, am a passionate defender of the Canada Health Act.

        "If the government of any province were to introduce user fees, it is our belief that that would be in contravention to the Canada Health Act and we would oppose it."

        It appears this particular controversy pivots on semantics: When is a user fee a user fee?

        There is far less confusion, however, about the fact that provincial governments are searching for new measures to help finance health spending that's putting a squeeze on all other budget sectors.

        It's also clear that the federal government increasingly is sensitive to the cost dilemma.

        We've come a long way from Jean Chretien's day, when federal threats were continually issued against provinces with private clinics and medicare fees.

        byaffe@vancouversun.com
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        No way to stop Homolka's bid for pardon, Harper says

      

      
        PM claims 'soft-on-crime'laws leave government powerless in process

      

      
        By Janice Tibbets, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
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        Prime Minister Stephen Harper says the government is powerless to stop killer Karla Homolka from applying for a pardon when she becomes eligible this summer -- and that 99 per cent of applications are approved by the National Parole Board.

        "The law will allow Karla Homolka to apply for a pardon this year," Harper told a gathering Monday to mark national crime victims week.

        "In fact, more than 99 per cent of pardon applications that reach the adjudication stage are granted."

        Harper's comments suggest that the government intends to go further than restricting pardons for sex offenders -- that others will also be included in new legislation designed to make pardons harder or even impossible to obtain for certain types of offenders.

        The government is planning to introduce new legislation this year to toughen the pardon system, in reaction to revelations earlier this month that sex offender Graham James, the disgraced former hockey coach, received a pardon three years ago.

        "Even though he ruined the lives of boys that just wanted to play hockey, he can travel without having to admit his criminal record," Harper said. "That, my friends, is how the laws have been written over the past few decades, written when soft-on-crime attitudes were fashionable and concern for criminals took priority over compassion for victims."

        Harper did not mention that his government reviewed the system for sex-offender pardons in 2006 and opted for minor administrative tinkering rather than changing legislation to make it harder or even impossible for people like James to be pardoned.

        At a separate gathering, however, Public Safety Minister Vic Toews acknowledged that the first review, ordered by then public safety minister Stockwell Day, didn't go far enough.

        Day settled for minor administrative changes so that two members of the National Parole Board, rather than one, screen applications for sex offenders.

        Toews said he expects to table a bill by the fall at the latest.

        Under the current law, offenders can apply to the National Parole Board for pardons three or five years after completing their sentences, depending on the gravity of the crime.

        The board has said it has no discretion to refuse pardons as long as the offenders meet the key requirement of demonstrating they have been upstanding citizens since serving their sentence.

        Homolka was freed from prison in July 2005 after serving 12 years for manslaughter for her role in the sex killings of teenagers Kristen French and Leslie Mahaffy. Video tapes discovered after she had reached a plea bargain showed her to have a more active role in helping her then husband, Paul Bernardo.
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        Nature of parenting in question

        Abbie Dorn has been in a hospital bed since she checked into hospital to deliver triplets. She is no longer able to move or speak, but is she a parent with a right to see her kids?

        5
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        An arm and a leg for Wall photo?

        Canadian contemporary photographer Jeff Wall is poised to crack the million-dollar mark again at a New York auction next month with his image of an artist sketching.
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        Be the first to know. Subscribe to Sun news alerts at vancouversun.com/alerts

        For more Canada and world news, go to vancouversun.com
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        Group knew track was too fast but didn't act until after
luger's death

      

      
        

      

      
        By Jeff Lee, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The International Luge Federation knew the $119-million Whistler Sliding Centre track was far faster than originally designed for the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympics but made no structural modifications to slow it down until after the death of Georgian luger Nodar Kumaritashvili on the opening day of the Games.

        That is one of the points made in a 20-page "final report" issued Monday by the federation (known as FIL). It still leaves in limbo the future of the 1.6 kilometre track, with the federation saying it is not sure if athletes will be allowed to start at the highest gates during the planned 2013 World Championships.

        But the FIL once again laid much of the blame for Kumaritashvili's death on the athlete himself, saying he was catapulted out of his sled on the last of 16 turns when he was unable to control gravitational forces.

        In an initial report issued 10 hours after the accident it attributed "driver error" to the crash, saying an examination of track videos showed Kumaritashvili had entered the last turn late and had been unable to control the sled. The latest report doesn't alter that view, except to add that the accident was a result of a number of unusual factors, all of which combined to create a catastrophic chain of events.

        FIL officials were not available for interviews, but Svein Romstad, the secretary-general, said in a statement on the federation's website: "After an in-depth analysis we concluded that there was no single reason, but a complex series of interrelated events which led to this tragedy."

        The report leaves unanswered a number of critical questions about the construction and design of the track and why the FIL officially sanctioned its use in spite of the fact that athletes were exceeding the maximum designed speed of 136 kilometres per hour by 13 per cent. The track was designed by Udo Gurgel of IBG Design in Germany.

        The FIL says it ordered every athlete to start their runs from the lower "novice," "junior" and "ladies" gates to acclimatize them to the fast track before allowing them to use the highest gate, the men's start. It was from that ramp that Kumaritashvili, 21, launched himself on the last day of training. By the time he reached the last turn he was going about 145 kilometres per hour. Felix Loch of Germany had earlier clocked a track record of 153.98 km/h.

        "Although the FIL said that this speed was within the ability of the luge athletes, it was determined that this was not a direction the FIL would like to see the sport head," the report said. As such, the FIL told the Sochi 2014 organizing committee it "will not [approve] the proposed Sochi track if the speeds were to exceed 130 to 135 km/h."

        The FIL said Kumaritashvili, ranked 44th in World Cup standings this season, had taken 26 training runs at Whistler, 20 in November 2009, and six in the days before the Olympics. Luge officials reopened the track the day after the accident but allowed the men to start only at the ladies' gate during the Olympics.

        The last luger to die in a training accident was Britain's Kazimerz Kay-Skrzypeski, at the 1964 Innsbruck Winter Games.

      

      
        Tim Farstad, the executive director of the Canadian Luge Association, said the report adequately explains to him what caused the accident. But he doesn't want to see the track closed or altered.

        "The Whistler track is very important for the future of luge in Canada. It's opening up a whole new group of luge athletes, and we plan on using that track extensively in the future," he said. "Obviously, if everything stays equal at this point, I can't imagine the [FIL] saying anything worse than people can race and train from [the start gates] used at the Olympic Games."

        John Furlong, the president of the Vancouver Organizing Committee, said he doesn't recall the FIL ever asking Vanoc to slow the track down. But he said technical officials from the federation, as well as the International Bobsleigh Federation, were involved in the construction process throughout. He said he's satisfied with the report's conclusions.

        However, Furlong, who was deeply affected by the fatal accident, said the report doesn't give him any personal closure. "I will never forget it," he said. He also doesn't like to see a report blame someone for their accident, but he accepts that Kumaritashvili's death was the end result of a number of unusual factors.

        The FIL said Kumaritashvili's accident came at the end of more than 32,000 luge, bobsleigh and skeleton training runs on the track, 203 of which ended in crashes. It did not break out the number of crashes for each sport. It said Kumaritashvili appeared to have been overwhelmed by the resulting gravitational forces as a result of trying to overcorrect in the last turn. One of his spiked gloved hands dropped onto the ice and his right shoulder was forced downward.

        "Both actions literally served to pivot it in a similar way a sharp turn is made when a handbrake is applied to a car at a high rate of speed. This resulted in sending the sled down toward the wall on the other side at an exceptional angle," the report said. "The findings from examining the fatal run indicate that Nodar did commit driving errors. . . . This is a tragic result that should not have occurred as a result of an initial driving error."

        The FIL report explains the physical properties of Kumaritashvili's accident, noting that ordinarily sleds bounce off the walls or break their runners as they absorb the impact. Athletes normally stay inside the track. But in this case the angle of Kumaritashvili's sled was so steep that it compressed itself, becoming a catapult that ejected him high into the air and directly into the path of a metal pole. The FIL said that such bowing of a sled "has not been seen before and was therefore not predictable by technical and safety experts. No athlete would have control in dealing with this type of "catapult effect."

        The report examines the training runs and approval processes and spends a few pages reviewing the qualification process for luge athletes and national Olympic committees. It also includes a "tribute" to Kumaritashvili. The report will be incorporated into an investigation by the B.C. Coroner's Service, which expects to issue its own report later this year.

        In June the track will be turned over to the Whistler 2010 Sport Legacies society, which will also operate the Nordic facilities in Whistler Olympic Park and an athletes' training centre.

        Keith Bennett, the society's president, said he expects sport programming to resume on the track next fall. The bobsleigh federation has already indicated that its bobsleigh and skeleton athletes will continue to use the full track.

        jefflee@vancouversun.com
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        When thinking retirement, don't forget annuities

      

      
        

      

      
        By Fiona Anderson, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010 3:15 PM
      

    

    
      
        Nothing is certain in life except death and taxes. And what's even less certain is what will last longer -- your life or your money.

        One way to make sure that your money lasts as long as you do is to put some of it into a life annuity, which pays out a monthly sum until you, and in some cases your spouse, die. So as long as you are alive you know you will receive, every month, a set amount.

        For example, the Manufacturers Life Insurance Co. -- one of a number of insurance companies in Canada that offer annuities -- currently pays $677.72 a month for life to a 65-year-old man retiring today for each $100,000 annuity purchased. A 65-year-old woman would get slightly less -- $618.68 -- reflecting her longer life expectancy.

        Payouts are reduced if the annuity is to continue for the life of the spouse as well, or if the purchaser would like to guarantee payments for a certain period in the event he or she dies within a few years of buying the annuity.

        And payouts are greater the older the purchaser.

        The guaranteed income from an annuity is a great way to top up other regular payments, such as the Canada Pension Plan and Old Age Security, so that a person can be assured of enough income to cover the monthly cost of necessities in retirement, said Josef Frank, assistant vice-president of fixed products and retirement solutions with Manulife Investments.

        "People don't want to take chances with essential expenses in retirement and annuities are one of the strong guaranteed income options," Frank said.

        The downside with annuities, and why many stay away from them, is that once the annuity is bought, the money is gone. There is no way to cash it in, sell it or change it into another investment. And except for the amount of guarantee that may have been purchased, there is nothing to pass on to the estate.

        But in return for that lack of flexibility and liquidity, the payments are higher than they would be with some other guaranteed income options, Frank said.

        And people who are worried about longevity and outliving their money, "we see those people being more interested in annuities because it lose it, would be well-served by annuities, he said.

        But Mastracci warns against having too much of your investment in an annuity basket.

        Most people have CPP and OAS and those are annuities, he said. Then on top of that many people have a defined-benefit pension plan, which also pays a certain amount each month.

        "Then you bring in your own capital and put that into an annuity, you could be top-loaded with annuities," Mastracci said.

        People in that situation may be better off buying bonds that pay interest. While the payments would be lower than an annuity -- which pays out both interest and part of principal -- you wouldn't be giving up all your capital, Mastracci said. How much you have left however, will depend on what's happened to the price of the bond while you held it.

        Frank agrees it's important to be well-diversified.
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        Business bankruptcies up in B.C. this year

      

      
        Individual insolvencies drop in January, but consumers aren't out of the woods yet

      

      
        By Fiona Anderson, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010 3:12 PM
      

    

    
      
        Fewer British Columbians went bankrupt in January compared to December, but business bankruptcies in the province were up, the Office of the Superintendent of Bankruptcies reported Monday.

        Consumer insolvencies dropped to just under 900 in the first month of 2010, from 937 in December and 929 in January 2009, a drop of 4.1 per cent and 3.2 per cent respectively.

        It was the fourth straight month of decline in consumer bankruptcies across the country.

        However, the total number of consumer bankruptcies in the 12 months ending Jan. 31, 2010 was still much higher in B.C., at 13,100, than in the comparable period ending Jan. 31, 2009, when it was 9,200, a 42.3-percent jump.

        And consumers are likely to continue suffering, said Bruce Gandossi, bankruptcy trustee and vice-president at Sands  Associates in Vancouver.

        Job numbers may be up "but everything I read and see tells me there is still a lot of consumers out there with far too much debt," Gandossi said.

        A lot of them are just covering monthly costs without making any headway in paying down their debt, what Gandossi calls the credit cycle.

        So Gandossi expects the number of individuals filing for bankruptcy or with a proposal for creditors will continue to grow as people realize that's the only way to get out from under the debt load they've created.

        "A lot of people are in this credit cycle and can't get out of it," he said.

        Businesses in B.C. fared worse in January, with the number entering bankruptcy or making proposals to creditors increasing to 38 from 23 in December, a jump of 65.2 per cent.

        In January 2009, 31 B.C. companies found themselves in trouble.

        But those numbers don't include companies that have sought court-ordered creditor protection, or have been pushed into receivership by creditors, said Kevin Brennan, senior vice-president at Ernst  Young.

        The total number of companies in trouble each year across the country is generally between 7,500 and 10,000, and that hasn't increased, Brennan said.

        "On a national basis, we're seeing what we'd expect to see," he said.

        For example, in Alberta with gas prices down, junior gas producers are struggling, he said. But in B.C., the forest industry "has already largely taken the hit," and is starting to see some recovery.

        Even though the number of bankruptcies may be stable, what is different is the size of some of those in trouble, like Nortel and Abitibi, Brennan said.

        And that has led to the jump in consumer bankruptcies, which generally average about 100,000 across the country a year but now are closer to 150,000, he said.

        fionaanderson@vancouversun.com
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        Ties that bind don't include finances

      

      
        They'll share a bed and a bathroom, but more Canadian couples are choosing to keep their money separate

      

      
        By Joanne Laucius, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010 3:10 PM
      

    

    
      
        Maybe it was watching mom pinch pennies on the groceries so she could scrape up enough to get her hair done. But young Canadian women have come a long way from the days when a mother's nest egg was kept in the cookie jar.

        A poll by RBC reported by the Ottawa Citizen on March 19 found 34 per cent of young Canadian couples keep their bank accounts, investments and retirement savings completely separate. Only 10 per cent reported that all of their accounts were held jointly.

        The statistics are based on a small online poll of 1,736 childless couples between the ages of 18 and 35, both married and living common-law. There was no margin of error reported.

        But financial advisers have also noticed the trend. It signals a society where women have more financial independence and savvy, couples have increasingly complex ways to juggle money, expectations are shifting and relationships are more complicated -- and perhaps approached with a touch of skepticism.

        Some young couples say they decided to continue using separate accounts because they want to keep control over their own identities  -- financial included.

        Heather Desserud, 26, says it's also because young people are less likely that previous generations to settle down at a young age. Desserud and her partner, also 26, made a conscious decision to keep their accounts completely separate.

        "It's impossible to fool yourself into thinking that there's more money in the account than there actually is," she says.

        Desserud, an Ottawa consultant, and her partner, a PhD student at the University of Ottawa, have been living together for two and a half years. They met while doing graduate studies at the University of Western Ontario. Both have parents who are divorced.

        They are responsible for repaying their own student loans, although they cover for each other when necessary.

        "When I was unemployed after graduation, he paid the bulk of our expenses.

        "Now that I'm working while he is studying for his doctorate, I shoulder a larger part of the bills," says Desserud.

        But they even bank at separate institutions, transferring funds from one account to the other online if there are any large purchases. They each pay a portion of their rent online.

        "I always know exactly what is in my account, and I am able to splurge occasionally when I know I have enough for my portion of the bills.

        "But if I want a latte every day on the way to work, I don't have to worry that he has already spent too much from our account and my latte will somehow jeopardize our rent money for the month."

        Just over half of those polled by RBC cited financial independence as the main reason they have separate bank accounts. Another 31 per cent said they had different financial needs.

        For many young Canadian women, complicated financial strategies are the result of a cascade of life events, says Angelina Munaretto: Get a good job so you're not the woman who's pinching pennies, which means getting an education, which often means acquiring debt.

        Young women are coming into relationships with their own way to do things, says Munaretto, a 36-year-old civil servant. They may have a history of debt and sometimes a previous relationship with its own financial baggage.

      

      
        Munaretto and her husband have a joint account which covers the major expenses including the mortgage, child care, insurance and utilities.

        Each makes a contribution pro-rated to income. They keep a "buffer" in the joint account to cover other large expenses that come up sporadically, like getting the furnace cleaned or buying clothing for their 31/2-year-old twins. But if one spouse opts to buy more expensive clothes for the twins, he or she reimburses the other for the difference between The Gap and Zellers.

        When the couple goes grocery shopping, they pay cash, usually dividing up the bill while they're bagging groceries at the end of the conveyor belt.

        "People laugh at us," says Munaretto. "But it works."

        They each have their own accounts for personal expenses like health club memberships and clothes and separate credit cards.

        "I don't want that discussion about my hair. I don't want to have to find a cheaper haircut or a cheaper suit. If I have to make my lunch for seven days in a row [to make up for the cost] then so be it," she says. "It's about being an independent member of a partnership."

        Patricia Lovett-Reid, senior vice-president at TD Waterhouse, sees couples develop all kinds of financial approaches, often including a combination of joint and personal accounts.

        iStock

        Lovett-Reid, who has four children in their 20s and worked her way up from a bank teller, has joked with her husband that the only grounds for divorce are infidelity and secret bank accounts.

        Legally, banks can't disclose the existence of accounts held by the other spouse, says Lovett-Reid. Still, if you think you can squirrel away money in a secret account in case of a divorce, you would be wrong.

        "If you do end up being a statistic, your assets will be subject to equalization," says Lovett-Reid.

        Lovett-Reid is clear on one thing: there should be a full disclosure of debt.

        "Disclosure is about good faith. It builds a relationship."

        Setting spending limits is a sign of respect for the other person, she says.

        "I always encourage people never to abdicate their financial future to anyone else," she said. "What they should do is develop money rituals -- how much is coming in and what they are spending on it."

        Financial writer Gail Vaz-Oxlade has no problem with couples having a joint account for household expenses like the mortgage and utilities.

        "The only thing you should never have is joint credit," says Vaz-Oxlade, who hosted Til Debt Do Us Part for seven years and has a new show, Princess, that will begin airing this fall. "I see more people screwed on joint credit than anything else."

        ---

        BY THE NUMBERS

        For young Canadian couples -especially the female half -these numbers, all from Statistics Canada, help tell the tale.

        57%

        . . . of the graduating class of 2005 had student loans. That debt averaged about $18,000. However, according to a 2005 Survey of Financial Security, both those with and those without student loans had the same average total personal debt. Meanwhile, about 61 per cent of university graduates in 2007 were women.

        70%

        . . . of couples are dual-earners, and two-thirds of those worked almost the same number of hours per week.

        $30,000

        The average annual income for women in 2007, compared to about $44,500 for men.

        39%

        . . . of RRSP contributions were made by women in 2008. The median contribution was $2,240. About 39 per cent of women in the paid workforce have coverage in a registered pension plan.

        28.5

        Average age of first marriage for a Canadian bride in 2003, versus 30.6 years for the groom. In 1973, it was 22.8 for the bride and 25.2 for the groom. The difference is largely due to couples who cohabit, delaying marriage.

        38%

        . . . of Canadian couples will divorce before their 30th anniversary.

        41%

        . . . of retired women live alone.
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Pixar Canada sets up home base in Vancouver, looks to expand



By Marke Andrews, Vancouver SunApril 20, 2010 12:36 PM

[image: Pixar studios developed the Toy Story characters, Buzz Lightyear and Woody.]
Pixar studios developed the Toy Story characters, Buzz Lightyear and Woody.
Photograph by: Handout, Pixar



VANCOUVER â�� Pixar Canada, the Vancouver satellite studio of the Californiabased computer-generated-animation company, will begin training new staff in late May, and start work on its first short film by early August. Amir Nasrabadi, Pixar Canada's general manager, says the company has 20 Vancouver employees, has posted another 15 jobs on PixarCanada.com,and plans to hire 35 more over the next 18 months.
The company is housed in a 7,000-square-foot Gastown space, but Nasrabadi doesn't know if that will be the studio's permanent home. Premier Gordon Campbell will be on hand this morning for the studio's official opening and an expected announcement. Pixar is negotiating with the owner of the Water Street building about getting more space. Nasrabadi said Pixar Canada would like to have 20,000-25,000 square feet for its Vancouver operation.
Of the 20 current employees, 16 are Canadian and 13 of those are either Vancouver-area residents or former Vancouverites moving back to the area.
The studio's management team consists of general manager Nasrabadi, a former vice-president of operations and finance for DisneyToon Studios; creative director Dylan Brown, who's been with Pixar since 1995; and chief technical officer Darwyn Peachey, a 22-year Pixar employee. They have been working in Vancouver since last fall.
"Our website is our main recruiting tool," Nasrabadi advises those looking to join the Pixar team. "We tend to look for people who are talented and people who have great attitudes. By that I mean we want people here who have a strong desire to give and take feedback and have a continuous hunger to learn. The strength of our organization is creative collaboration, and those are the key attributes that we look for."
The Vancouver studio will make short animations using characters from Pixar's feature films, which will continue to be made at the company's main studio in Emeryville, Calif. The stars of the Vancouver-made films will be existing characters like Buzz Lightyear and Woody from Toy Story, and Lightning McQueen and Mater from Cars.
"Our mission here is to keep our franchise and legacy characters alive through the creation of short films," says Nasrabadi, stressing the studio will not create original films involving non-franchise characters. Shorts made here will air on the Disney Channel and Disney.com,and possibly on DVD compilations. They may also be shown at family theme parks around the world.
Teams of 30-55 people will work on a short, which takes three to nine months to make. Through the company's pipeline system, work done in Vancouver can be seen immediately in Emeryville. All post-production work on the Vancouver shorts will be done in California.
Pixar, founded by animator John Lasseter, began as a small independent studio making short animations. Its first noteworthy film was Luxo Jr., a 1986 short about a desk lamp, which remains the company's iconic symbol.
It has since become known for feature films Toy Story, Toy Story 2, A Bug's Life, Monsters Inc., Finding Nemo, The Incredibles, Cars, Ratatouille, Wall-E and last year's Up.
mandrews@vancouversun.com
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        Canadians not worried about rising interest rates: poll

      

      
        

      

      
        By Derek Abma, Financial Post
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Mortgage interest rates may be on the rise, but a new poll shows minimal worry about this among Canadians holding mortgages.

        The Investors Group, in announcing results of its poll released Tuesday, said Canadians "may be overly confident that they can take higher borrowing costs in stride."

        Some of the results include 35 per cent of respondents saying they are not worried about their ability to make payments as interest rates rise, and 41 per cent saying it would take rate increases of three percentage points or more to "cause them to lose sleep."

        "Individuals aren't as concerned as we might have thought they were," said Peter Veselinovich, the Investors Group's vice-president of banking and mortgage operations. "And that probably differs from the response we would have got a generation ago, where debt was very much seen as that thing you wanted to pay down very quickly."

        Discussing Canadians' apparent confidence to deal with rising mortgage rates, Veselinovich said: "Part of that may be because they are fully knowledgeable about what's going on because they have a financial plan, they've had discussions, they've looked at what their risk tolerance is and what their affordability tolerances are.

        "Or part of it may be some blissful lack of knowledge."

        This online poll of 1,006 mortgage holders between March 30 and April 9 happened just as Canada's major banks were beginning what would be two separate sets of mortgage-rate hikes over about two weeks that would take benchmark rates for five-year, fixed-rate mortgages up 85 basis points to 6.10 per cent.

        More increases are expected to be triggered when the Bank of Canada begins raising its overnight target rate from a record-low 0.25 per cent, set about a year ago to mitigate the effects of the recession.

        The central bank is expected to keep the existing rate intact when it releases a decision Tuesday morning. However, there is growing speculation the rate could rise as soon its next announcement on June 1, or at least at the subsequent decision date on July 20.

        The Investors Group poll showed respondents with a median outstanding balance of $130,000 on their mortgage. Veselinovich's calculations showed that someone with this balance, an interest rate of 4.5 per cent, an amortization period of 25 years and facing a rate increase of three percentage points would have $230 added to their monthly bills. It would raise the costs over the life of the mortgage by $70,000.

        Veselinovich said he's in no position to predict how far mortgage rates will rise, but said three percentage points may be more of an increase than is likely in the next few years.

        Nonetheless, he suggested that people be proactive in re-evaluating their mortgage plans on a yearly basis, and adjust accordingly. Otherwise, he said, people might be forced to make some unpleasant choices about their lifestyles or retirement if they are not fully prepared to deal with higher mortgage costs.

        Some of the options people should consider, Veselinovich said, is increasing mortgage payments or making lump payments.
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        Tentative agreement reached at YVR

      

      
        Plane refuellers, employer strike deal on weekend

      

      
        By Brian Morton, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        A tentative agreement has been reached in a labour dispute involving workers who refuel airplanes at Vancouver International Airport (YVR) after a lengthy weekend bargaining session.

        "There's still a lot of work to do putting the package together for the members [for a ratification vote]," Kay Sinclair, regional executive vice-president of the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC), said in an interview Monday.

        The agreement was reached late Saturday night with the help of a federal conciliation officer.

        "Hopefully, we can do it this week. After a marathon bargaining session, we're obviously pleased."

        Sinclair said the union bargaining team is unanimously recommending acceptance of the agreement.

        The dispute involving 73 workers who refuel aircraft took an ominous turn last week when the employer, GlobeGround Fuel Services/Servisair, issued 72-hour lockout notice slated to take effect at midnight last Friday.

        The employer also indicated it was prepared to use managers to refuel the aircraft after the lockout took effect.

        But Sinclair said GlobeGround subsequently agreed to suspend the lockout while negotiations continued.

        Although the members of Local 20221 had voted 93 per cent in favour of a strike after rejecting an initial company offer, the union did not issue 72-hour strike notice.

        Both parties talked through the night on Friday and met again Saturday afternoon, reaching agreement several hours later.

        The union would not release details of the tentative agreement, but said earlier that talks focused on wages and other benefits, including the establishment of a pension plan.

        GlobeGround spokeswoman Karen Gordon said the company is pleased with the tentative agreement, but wouldn't be providing any details at this time.

        YVR couldn't be reached for comment on the tentative agreement Monday.

        Rebecca Catley, director of communications with Vancouver Airport Authority, said last week she didn't expect airport operations would be jeopardized if the lockout took effect.

        bmorton@vancouversun.com
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        By Fiona Anderson, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010 3:17 PM
      

    

    
      
        Comparison shopping

        Here are two examples of price differences found on Canadian and U.S. store websites:

         - Avatar Blu-ray DVD

        Amazon.ca $29.99 Cdn

         - Maytag refrigerator

        Maytag 21.9 Cu. Ft. Bottom Freezer Refrigerator

        $1,078 US at Homedepot.com

        Maytag 22 cu. ft. bottom mount refrigerator

        $1959 Cdn at Homedepot.ca

        Amazon.com $19.99 US

        - - -

        Even before the Canadian dollar started flirting with parity with the U.S. dollar, many British Columbians were heading south, either via road or computer, for major shopping, to buy anything from food to clothing and furniture.

        Wayne Hamill of Vancouver has been buying things in the United States for at least five years even when the currencies were nowhere near par, Hamill wrote in an e-mail. Last fall he and his wife bought two recliner chairs through the Internet from a North Carolina retailer for $2,700 Cdn, including tax at the border and shipping. A local retailer was asking $5,700 for the same chairs, he said.

        Hamill has also found recent deals on coffee beans, running shoes, skin moisturizer, a golf putter and a lawn mower.

        "I think I am going to go broke with all the money I am saving," Hamill wrote.

        As the Canadian dollar strengthens, Canadians can expect to see the difference between prices in Canada and the U.S. converge, said James Brander a professor at the Sauder School of Business at the University of British Columbia.

        But the price disparity won't disappear, he said. And that's because of "the vagaries of retailer behaviour."

        Retailers will charge whatever they can get in a given market, Brander said. So prices will differ from city to city, province to province, and across international borders. It's what economists call "price discrimination."

        And while that behaviour could work both ways, it usually means goods are cheaper in the U.S.

        That may be in part because there is more competition in the U.S., which is larger. But the main difference is the type of competition traditionally found in the two countries.

        In Canada there has been more emphasis on service and a pleasant retail environment, Brander said.

        "Price isn't everything."

        In the U.S. the focus has been largely on price, not service. But that's changing.

        "In Canada we have been getting more and more Americanized in our retailer culture thanks to places like Walmart," Brander said.

        And as that culture continues to make inroads into Canada, prices will continue to converge.

        Jock Finlayson, executive vice-president of policy at the Business Council of B.C., believes the state of the American economy is also pushing down prices in the U.S.

        The retail market in the U.S. is more competitive with bigger volumes that allow for smaller profit margins, Finlayson said. And that can lead to more price discounting.

        But given the state of the U.S. economy, with American consumers taking a much bigger hit than Canadians, "I think that's driving a lot of retailers to be hyper-aggressive on pricing," he said.

        Household net worth in the U.S. has fallen $12 trillion US from the fourth quarter of 2006 to the third quarter of 2009, almost a 20-per-cent drop, Finlayson said. In Canada the drop is five per cent at most.

        Unemployment is higher in the U.S., and 25 per cent of all American homeowners who have a mortgage (about 40 per cent are mortgage-free) have negative equity. As a result consumer confidence has taken a big hit.

        "That just is not the case on our side of the border at all," Finlayson said.

        So retailers are doing what they can, even take a loss if necessary, to move inventory, he said.

        "So there's never been a better time for Canadians to shop for a deal in the U.S., not just because of the currency but also because of the depressed state of the retail sector."

        fionaanderson@vancouversun.com
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        Plenty of hot topics to occupy the G20

      

      
        

      

      
        By Emily Kaiser, Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Crisisforged unity among the Group of 20 rich and emerging economies may be fraying before the problems they set out to address are solved.

        Despite bold pledges to rein in risky bank behaviour and ensure taxpayers never again foot the bill for salvaging firms on the brink of collapse, domestic regulatory reform efforts are bogged down in legislative mud, and there is growing concern that cross-border cooperation will be tough to secure.

        While the financial crisis has subsided, big questions remain about what will sustain the recovery once emergency government spending and lending programs expire, particularly when most rich nations face heavy debt burdens that they may need to begin paring as early as next year.

        Those issues are likely to dominate discussions at this week's meetings of G20 finance leaders and the International Monetary Fund in Washington.

        "There are signs that the spirit of unity in addressing global challenges may be waning," said Charles Dallara, head of the Washington-based Institute of International Finance, which represents banks.

        "These [meetings] will widely be seen as a test of the continued willingness of the world's economic and financial leaders to pursue the high road of global economic and regulatory coordination," he said.

        On one of the most controversial issues -- how to shift the cost of bank bailouts off taxpayers -- Canadian Finance Minister Jim Flaherty said there was no G20 consensus.

        The U.S. and other countries have pushed for a bank levy to cover the cost, while Canada has been among the most vocal opponents of that idea.

        "Not all countries have the same point of view as us and not all countries have the same point of view as those that are advocating a bank tax, so there's a mixed response," Flaherty said.

        The IMF is expected to present its findings on how best to make banks pay for financial crises to G20 finance ministers at this week's meetings.

        On Wednesday, the IMF will release its economic growth forecasts. They are expected to show large emerging economies such as China leading the recovery, while Europe lags and the United States chugs along somewhere in between.

        Douglas Porter, deputy chief economist for BMO Capital Markets in Toronto, likened the gap between emerging and developed economy growth rates to ships passing in the night.

        "One is a tugboat, pulling along mightily with all its effort, but restrained by the heavy load of a still-weak banking sector, an overburdened consumer and the now-massive fiscal debt burden it must reel in over the years ahead," he said. "The other is a sleek speedboat flying across the water, with none of that excess baggage to hold it back."

        China has taken some steps to keep its economy from overheating, including moves last week aimed at cooling the property market. However, its stockpile of reserves continues to grow, edging closer to $2.5 trillion at the end of March.

        That has fuelled fears that the global economy is dangerously unbalanced, with huge debt burdens in the United States and other rich countries.

        Greece's debt troubles have pushed sovereign debt concerns to the forefront, and both its problems and the broader matter of fiscal policy are expected to be on the agenda for both the IMF and the G20. The G20 agreed last year to a framework for rebalancing growth. But implementing it is likely to prove difficult -- particularly when countries are asked to adopt policies that may hurt their own domestic growth.

        The IIF's Dallara says that unless countries get serious about addressing those imbalances, markets will eventually force the issue.

        "The alternative is simply to wait until the markets put a country under the bull's-eye," he said. "We see that happening with Greece today and we see how disruptive it is. We should learn the lesson: It doesn't pay to wait until markets put pressure."
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        Metal prices have started the week in full retreat with investors spooked by two ghosts -- one of excess past, and one of excess present. It is the latter that the metal markets should really worry about.

        Ghost of excess past

        The headlines are dominated by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission's announcement last Friday that it has charged Goldman Sachs Group with fraud over the marketing of a subprime mortgage product, a synthetic collateralized debt obligation (CDO) called ABACUS 2007.

        Ah yes! Remember that little toxic word "subprime?" The tip of the U.S. housing market bubble? And remember CDOs? The "complex, highly leveraged, exotic trades" that became "monstrosities," or "monstruosities" to use the actual word contained in the smoking-gun e-mail written by Fabrice Tourre, the Goldman Sachs trader at the heart of the SEC allegations?

        This is the ghost of excess past, a U.S. housing bubble that, via the black-hole CDO market, caused an implosion in wholesale credit markets when it burst in 2008. The rest, as they say, is history.

        As such, the impact of Goldman's woes on current metal market dynamics is superficial. Briefly, it seems to be running as follows.

        Goldman Sachs shares slump. So do those of other Wall Street heavyweights on fears that the U.S. regulators will turn their sights on other banks. A plunging financial sector drags down the whole Dow Jones Industrial Average last week, which breaks a six-week winning streak. Equities market weakness in turn triggers sell-offs across a range of asset classes, commodities and metals included. The CBOE Volatility Index -- also known as the Fear Index  -- soars.

        In other words, this is the flip side of the recent strong bull correlation between stock and commodity markets, an anomalous relationship that largely rests on one common factor, cheap central bank money.

        The Goldman news was merely the trigger for a switch to "risk-off" from "risk-on" across asset classes. The trigger could have been anything big enough to cause a break of the U.S. equity markets trend.

        Goldman's travails with the SEC are not going to alter global metal supply-demand dynamics. And even though the bank is a big player in the commodities arena, there is no suggestion it is going to be unwinding positions. Indeed, Goldman's reaction to the SEC allegations has been a predictably robust denial and a "business as usual" attitude.

        Ghost of excess present

        No, if the metal markets want something to worry about, they would do better to turn their attention away from what is happening on Wall Street to what is happening on Main Street, China.

        The Shanghai Composite fell by 4.8 per cent on Monday for its biggest one-day drop in eight months. Property companies led the rout because in China it is the attack on the current housing bubble that is spooking investors.

        China's State Council on Saturday rammed home its concern about the property sector, ordering local governments to take steps to control speculative buying.

        The announcement underlines the seriousness of Beijing's clampdown on a red-hot property market, launched in earnest on Thursday with an order to raise mortgage rates and down payment requirements.

      

      
        This is a clampdown that is long overdue. Property inflation in 70 Chinese cities accelerated to 11.7 per cent in the year to March from 10.7 per cent in February.

        That's almost certainly an underestimate, although by how much is anyone's guess. A forced slowdown of new build in Chinese cities would in theory be bad for consumption of metals such as steel and copper.

        In practice, it will probably not make much difference. Beijing's focus seems to be on ensuring that more development takes place in the affordable housing segment and less in the higher-end segment that is most characterized by speculative excess.

        However, the implications of an overheating Chinese property market go beyond simple end-use calculations. The bubble risks destabilizing the country's growth by fuelling headline inflation and by creating the conditions for China's own potential subprime crash with all that entails for domestic lenders.

        The problem is not that Beijing is now addressing the bubble. The problem is that Beijing is doing so too late, is still trying to fine-tune the issue and is overly dependent on local governments and municipalities to implement its policy.

        As Brian Jackson, an economist at Royal Bank of Canada in Hong Kong, said in a note to clients, Beijing is still trying to avoid using "the blunt instrument of higher interest rates."

        For how long it can do so is a moot point. "At some stage, Beijing will need to raise the cost of financing to have a real impact, and we expect to see moves in this direction in the next few months," Jackson said.

        Now that really does have implications for metals markets' underlying dynamics, particularly given China's dominant role in metals demand growth, a role that has only been augmented by the post-crisis recession in the old industrialized world.

        The current property boom in China, not the previous one in the U.S., is the real problem for metal markets.

        Andy Home is a Reuters columnist.
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        A late-day rally helped some North American indexes start the week on a positive note, but for the most part, global stock markets closed lower on Monday as fraud charges laid Friday against Goldman Sachs continued to have an impact.

        The Toronto Stock Exchange's SP;/TSX composite index benefited from a late-afternoon push to close up 32.31 points, or 0.27%, at 12,102.97. Six of the 10 sub-indexes gained ground Monday, led by financials.

        The Venture composite index was down 12.88 points, or 0.77%, at 1,653.96.

        The price of crude oil fell for the eighth time in the last nine sessions, down $1.79 to US$81.45 a barrel, as the U.S. dollar gained in strength. Gold prices also fell $1.10 to US$1,135.80 an ounce.

        The Canadian dollar fell further away from parity, closing at 98.54Â¢ US, down 16 basis points.

        "The market is awaiting what is the next step in this whole Goldman Sachs-SEC story, and we're also waiting on the Bank of Canada (to issue a decision on interest rates Tuesday)," CJ Gavsie, managing director for foreign-exchange trading in Toronto at Bank of Montreal, told Bloomberg. "We're in a bit of a hold pattern now."

        Financials led the resurgence on the SP;/ TSX, with all of the country's big banks posting gains. Royal Bank of Canada rose 0.99% to $62, Bank of Nova Scotia was up 0.37% to $52 and Toronto- Dominion Bank gained 1.1% to $76.97.

        Despite the falling price of crude, the energy sub-index managed to eke out a gain on Monday. Suncor was one of the best-performing stocks in that sector, rising 1.19%to $34.05.

        Materials stocks did less well. Teck Resources was down 0.59% to $42.42, while Potash Corp. of Saskatchewan dropped 0.58% to $108.42.

        "Initial earnings reports . . . including those that came out (Monday) morning, have generally been ahead of expectations on both the top and bottom lines such as Citigroup and Halliburton, leaving bears looking for an excuse to sell," Colin Cieszynski, a market analyst with CMC Markets Canada, wrote in a research note Monday. He noted that there are other factors that could create uncertainty or start having a negative impact on the economic recovery.

        Like the TSX, the Dow Jones industrial average managed a comeback late in the afternoon, closing the day up 73.39 points, or 0.67%, at 11,092.05. The Nasdaq composite, however, stayed in negative territory, closing down 1.15 points, or 0.05%, at 2,480.11. Markets in Europe and Asia were also lower.
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        Skilled staff will be in short supply when the economy
recovers

      

      
        Firms investing now to cope with labour gaps

      

      
        By Rick Spence, Financial Post
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Just another morning: Your production manager botched a batch, marketing missed an ad deadline because no one read the fine print, and your best 10 employees called in sick, again.

        And if you think good employees are hard to find now, wait till the economy picks up and the Baby Boomers all retire to swap photos on Facebook.

        Fortunately, you're not in this alone. With the help of sympathetic tax dollars, many industries are investing heavily in knowledge and tools designed to help large and small businesses in their sector cope with their mutual human resource problems: yawning skills gaps, low labour-force growth, absenteeism and high turnover.

        Many of these sector councils are sharing tools and best practices with other organizations and industries, in a foot-to-the-floor attempt to upgrade the HR capabilities of all Canadian employers. Chances are they can help solve many of your most nagging problems at little or no cost to you.

        The federally-sponsored industry councils seem better at HR than PR.

        "We're a pretty well-kept national secret," admits Cheryl Paradowski, chairwoman of the Alliance of Sector Councils and, in her day job, executive director at Toronto-based Canadian Food Industry Council.

        The Food Industry Council offers an instructive example. Its members include big grocery chains such as Loblaw and Sobeys, associations of independent grocers and distributors, and even union reps from the Teamsters and the United Food and Commercial Workers. In this context, they all share a goal: to upgrade the skills of the 500,000 grocery workers and produce more effective, harmonious workplaces.

        "We focus on the common good," Paradowski says. "We need to show this is an industry where you can focus on a career."

        The first step was to fight high turnover. CFIC research shows the grocery business has trouble keeping employees with five or more years' experience. So it created a turnover calculator to help member companies recognize the real costs of losing employees and hiring, training and coaching their sucessors. The free online calculator helps employers realize that even replacing a part-time, teenaged stock clerk can easily cost $1,500 -- which means, at a typical 2% profit margin, grocers need to sell an extra $75,000 worth of goods just to pay for the transition.

        The centrepiece of CFIC's efforts is a $99 Human Resource Toolkit for Independent Grocers: a binder of nine detailed training modules, step-by-step processes and prepared business forms to help store managers overcome their nagging HR problems.

        They include: Managing Employee Performance; Hiring the Right Employees; Motivating Your Employees; Handling Disciplinary Issues; and Compensation and Benefits.

        There are also forms for performance reviews, sample job-offer letters, new employee orientation checklists (you do discuss the formal terms of their employment, right?); questionnaires to handle de-motivated employees; sample job descriptions; and examples of written warning letters. Everything comes bundled in a CD so you can customize them before you print them, and upgrade them over time.

      

      
        While the same issues nag big businesses as well as small, Paradowski contends entrepreneurs can seize an advantage because it's easier for them to create a more employee-centred culture. "If  -don't have people skills, your employees won't stay. People leave bosses, not businesses."

        There are more than 30 sector councils providing HR solutions to their members, ranging from Engineers Canada and the Aboriginal Human Resource Council to the Forest Products Sector Council.

        The services and resources offered vary by industry, from handbooks and e-newsletters to research reports and specialized training modules. Why not check out a number of the councils' websites to see what's on offer? (You can find the full list at www.councils.org.)Paradowski says the aim is not just to serve one industry at a time, but to share best practices between industries. "Our philosophy is to be inclusive" she says. "We're not trying to reinvent the wheel. We just want to get the story out."

         - Rick Spence is a writer, consultant and speaker specializing in entrepreneurship. His column appears weekly in the Financial Post. He can be reached at rick@rickspence.ca.
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        Entrepreneurial life sciences companies have been on life support for awhile, shunned by the venture-capital world in Canada in favour of quicker-paced ICT startups. There was also the problem with big pharma, which, for a long time, has relied too much on its in-house people for research and development.

        Now, the sector has received an adrenalin shot from the new health legislation turning the spotlight on it and a change of heart at the big drug companies, which are expressing greater interest in working with independent firms.

        Peter van der Velden, chief executive of Lumira Capital Corp., which hopes to close its new $200-million to $250-million venture-capital fund soon, is bullish about the industry, even as Moody's Investors Service Inc. puts the default rate for health care and pharmaceuticals at 11.2% -- the highest in Canada. He argues big pharma is flush with cash -- it's estimated there is US$200-billion available for acquisitions -- and chief executives at firms such as Merck  Co., GlaxoSmithKline Inc. and Sanofi-Aventis SA are all on record saying innovation is coming from outside their laboratories.

        Why the change of heart? Despite increases in RD; spending, new drug approvals have fallen since 1996, the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America say. That's a worrisome trend for big pharma, particularly because dozens of their cash-cow patents are set to expire by 2012 and the industry is expected to lose more than US$100-billion unless they find replacements.

        "Big pharma is under tremendous pressure ... so they have to be able to find ways to replace products in the pipeline as quickly and effectively as they can," says Michael Sherman, partner at Gowling Lafleur Henderson. That's good news for research companies.

        "If we can identify and help build the next product ... then we have cash-rich buyers waiting," Mr. van der Velden says.

        Lumira is positioned to catch the wave. The departure of its founder five years ago, "allowed us to very pro-actively complete a generational change within our firm," he says. While the investment rate of return, or IRR, on the realized portion of the Lumira Capital Fund I has been good, at 28%, it is 40% IRR on the last eight investments since the transition. That really excites us and speaks to potential for the fund and the sector."

        Of the 25 investments Lumira made in its last fund, five were acquired, two were private investments in public equity that were successfully exited, five did IPOs, eight remain private and

        five failed. Lumira's most recent exit -- Ception Therapeutics Inc., which is developing a drug to treat asthma and pediatric osinophilic esophagitis -- has been a gift that could keep giving. In early 2009, in the middle of trials, Ception struck a creative deal with Pennsylvania-based Cephalon Inc. Ception got $100-million up front, while Cephalon had an option to acquire the rest of the company for $250-million if the results were good. In February, Cephalon exercised its option, but shareholders of Ception will receive substantial milestone payments as the acquired products achieve key clinical, regulatory and market milestones.

        "The deal allowed management to stay focused on running the company, and gave us surity of exit," Mr. van der Velden says. Within 36 months after investing in Ception, Lumira had made back, at the very least, four-times its original investment, with the milestone payments still to come. The better the drug trials, the higher those payments will be.

        "That's the sort of creativity and approach we are seeing more of in the life science space," says Robert Ford of Gowlings. With few exits, companies are open to new arrangements. In the past few months, New Jersey-based Yorkville Advisors engineered two "standby equity distribution agreements," with Labopharm Inc. in Laval, Que., and Resverlogix Corp. in Calgary. These agreements are like equity lines. Rather than trying to raise new equity on the market, the company can call on Yorkville to buy its stock when needed.

        "We use it as a fail safe going forward," said Don McCaffrey, chief executive of Resverlogix, who just signed a $25-million standby equity distribution agreement. "We don't intend to draw on it much ... but any non-cash generation company [such as late-stage biotechs] should have something like this in place," he said.

        Resverlogix's RVX-208 drug has been in development since 2001, but its latest round of clinical tests at the Cleveland Clinic demonstrated it has the capacity to raise levels of good cholesterol. That has biotech analysts salivating; the stock could soar and a merger might be in the works. Not a day goes by that he is not offered financing, Mr. McCaffrey said.

        Industry insiders hope a big exit by Resverlogix, will float the Canadian sector as a whole. "We don't have as many companies in the late stage clinical trials [as the United States], but when some major blockbuster drugs [emerge] we will see more investment go into the sector and the VC cycle will reverse," Mr. Ford said.

        kmazurkewich@nationalpost.com
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        With the deadline looming for filing income-tax returns, a survey from Bank of Montreal's investment branch suggests Canadians are probably sending more to government coffers than they need to be.

        A survey released Monday by BMO Nesbitt Burns shows more than three-quarters (76 per cent) of Canadians do not always consider the tax implications of the investments they make.

        John Waters, manager of tax planning at BMO Nesbitt Burns, said the nature of how investments will be taxed is something people should take into consideration, alongside such considerations as an investment's returns, risks and how long it takes to provide benefits.

        "It's also important to understand: How is this return or this income going to be taxed in my hand," Waters said.

        Registered retirement savings plans and tax-free savings accounts are some of the better-known tax-sheltering vehicles.

        Beyond that, Waters said a person's investment strategy depends on their individual circumstances. However, he said, people should be aware of how different types of investment income is taxed. In general, he pointed out, interest will be taxed at the highest rate, followed by dividends and then capital gains.

        The BMO poll also showed 37 per cent not confident they are taking advantage of all the tax breaks available to them, and 89 per cent said they were not certain how recent tax changes would affect them personally.

        Though the April 30 deadline for filing tax returns is fast approaching, Waters said there is still time to save money on the last tax year. "A lot of it is record-keeping at this stage," he said. "Ideally, it's good to focus during the year or focus now on what you can do to save tax in the future. But certainly, there are some things you can do in your [2009] tax return."

        For example, he said couples receiving pension income should take advantage of rules implanted for the 2007 tax year that allowed for income splitting. This essentially allows for the higher earner's income to be transferred to the other to lower the higher earner's tax rate. As well, Waters said couples should consider pooling their collective receipts from donations into just one of their returns in order to maximize the credit.

        Some of the tax changes in recent years that can be taken advantage of, which some people might not be aware of, Waters said, include tax breaks that are given for public-transit costs, costs associated with children's sports and the home-renovation tax credit, which expired in January.

        BMO's survey of 1,520 Canadians was taken between March 26 and 31. It's considered representative of the population within 2.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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        Canada was one of the first countries to emerge from the global recession, but small and medium-sized businesses are still struggling to finance their own recoveries, an official at the Business Development Bank of Canada (BDC) said in an interview.

        The BDC, a government-owned agency, announced a plan last week with TAO Asset Management, a private Toronto-based financial advisory firm, that will make $500 million available to small and medium-sized companies over three years so that they can buy the equipment they need.

        The program is Canada's response to complaints by smaller companies that they are having difficulty meeting demand for their goods because they can't finance the purchase of the equipment.

        "We did quite a bit of research and we found that smaller Canadian businesses were having trouble accessing the equipment they needed," said Paula Cruickshank, vice-president for securitization at the BDC.

        According to statistics released last week, the recession ended in Canada in the third quarter of 2009 and was not only shorter and milder than in other G7 countries but was also less severe than the two previous recessions.

        The economy grew 0.6 per cent in January, its fifth straight month of expansion, and analysts now expect it to grow by five per cent in the first quarter at an annual rate, matching fourth-quarter growth.

        But the recovery has yet to trickle down to all parts of the economy, Cruickshank said, pointing to a $2-billion financing hole for smaller companies that must buy equipment.

        "What we found was that these companies are still having challenges because large financial players have been slow to return to that particular sector," Cruickshank said.

        The BDC-TAO Asset Management program will provide an initial C$500 million from BDC and a further, undisclosed, commitment from TAO.

        The money will be channelled through smaller financing companies, which will receive loans of between $30 million and $75 million after they are assessed.

        Most of the companies targeted will likely be members of the Canadian Financing and Leasing Association. The program is set to last three years. The funds doled out might also grow depending on demand.

        "The whole focus is getting funds to [financing] companies so that they can then get them to end users, the businesses," Cruickshank said.

        "This program will allow leasing and financing companies to make transactions with Canadian businesses so that they can continue to do what they need to do to grow the economy."
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        A tentative agreement has been reached in a labour dispute involving workers who refuel airplanes at Vancouver International Airport (YVR) after a lengthy weekend bargaining session.

        "There's still a lot of work to do putting the package together for the members [for a ratification vote]," Kay Sinclair, regional executive vice-president, the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC), said in an interview Monday about the agreement reached late Saturday night with the help of a federal conciliation officer.

        "Hopefully, we can do it this week. After a marathon bargaining session, we're obviously pleased."

        Sinclair said the union bargaining team is unanimously recommending that the workers accept the tentative agreement.

        The labour dispute involving 73 workers who refuel the aircraft took an ominous turn last week when the employer, GlobeGround Fuel Services/Servisair, issued a 72-hour lockout notice that was slated to take effect at midnight last Friday.

        As well, the employer indicated that it was prepared to use managers to refuel the aircraft after the lockout took effect.

        However, Sinclair said, GlobeGround subsequently agreed to suspend their lockout while negotiations continued. Although the 73 members of Local 20221 had voted 93 per cent in favour of a strike after rejecting an initial company offer, the union did not issue 72-hour strike notice.

        Both parties talked through the night on Friday and then met again Saturday afternoon, reaching agreement several hours later.

        The union would not release details of the tentative agreement, but said earlier that talks focused on wages and other benefits, including the establishment of a pension plan.

        GlobeGround spokesperson Karen Gordon said the company is pleased with the tentative agreement, but also that "we won't be providing any details at this time."

        YVR couldn't be reached for comment on the tentative agreement Monday, but Rebecca Catley, director of communications with Vancouver Airport Authority, said last week that she didn't expect airport operations would be jeopardized if the lockout took effect.

        bmorton@vancouversun.com
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        CFL

        Lions add five players to roster

        Following a pair of free-agent camps in Washington, D.C., and Atlanta, the B.C. Lions have signed five more players for training camp in Kamloops, among them receiver Darius Passmore, who was on the team's expanded practice roster briefly last season. Passmore, a second-team Conference USA all-star in 2008 at Marshall University, will compete with newcomers Kerry Reed, Robert Jordan and former Winnipeg Blue Bomber Derick Armstrong for a position at wide receiver. The Lions also signed two linebackers, a defensive end and an offensive tackle from the two camps, and the announcements are expected to be forthcoming. Wide receiver Michael Bumpus, who was on the Lions' 42-man roster in the latter half of the 2009 CFL season, has been released, said head coach Wally Buono.

        Athletics

        Clan sets the pace on track

        Walnut, Calif. -- Competing in the Invitational section of the Women's 800m at the 2010 Mt. SAC Relays on Saturday, Helen Crofts of West Vancouver and Jessica Smith of North Vancouver posted the two fastest times in the NAIA this season against a field featuring NCAA Champions and Olympians. The duo finished sixth and seventh in the 800m final at Mt. SAC, with times of 2:04.51 and 2:05.00 respectively. Former Canadian Champion Dianne Cummins of Victoria won the race with a blistering time of 2:03.25.

        NASCAR

        Hobbling Hamlin wins 10th Sprint Cup

        FORT WORTH, Texas -- Monday, Monday for hobbling Denny Hamlin. Three weeks after winning another rain-postponed race, and since having surgery to repair the torn ACL in his left knee, Hamlin gingerly climbed out of his car in Victory Lane at Texas Motor Speedway on Monday. The final shootout came after a spectacular nine-car wreck took out polesitter Tony Stewart and dominating Jeff Gordon, and Hamlin held off points leader Jimmie Johnson at the end for his 10th career NASCAR Sprint Cup victory.
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        Nat gets the message with new replay board

      

      
        C's ballpark gets facelift with screen that replaces model from '70s

      

      
        By Lyndon Little, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Vancouver Canadians want to add some 21st century technology to Nat Bailey Stadium without detracting from its mid-20th century charm.

        C's president Andy Dunn revealed Monday the team has purchased a large state-of-the-art somebody right here in town might have an answer," Dunn notes.

        According to team media relations director Rob Fai the new board will have a picture resolution quality Daktronics claims will be second only to the screen installed at Citi Field, the new home of the New York Mets. The board will be able to show replays from three in-house cameras and will require a game-day staff of six to operate.

        "Because of the high resolution we're considering holding some 'Movie Nights at the Nat' when the team is on the road," says Dunn. "During games we want the board to be fun as well as informative. Perhaps some day a fan will remember the time they came out to Nat Bailey Stadium, caught a foul ball, got an autograph or else received some sort of recognition on the big message board."

        llittle@vancouversun.com
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        "I don't give a bleep about talk shows. Those talk shows in Chicago, they're lucky I'm here, because they'd be selling cheeseburgers and hotdogs somewhere."

        Ozzie Guillen

        Chicago White Sox manager isn't a big fan of sports-talk radio
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        Call him Mr. Excitement. The Canucks do.

        For the third straight year, they have selected him as the recipient of the Most Exciting Player award after the burly Burr scored 35 goals and had 32 assists in the regular season.

        It was a storybook season with some of the drama of a thriller, too. He scored back-to-back hat tricks in early January and then ran afoul of referee Stephane Auger during a game with Nashville. With the game tied 2-2 in the third period, Burrows was penalized twice by Auger, once for diving, the other for interference.

        "It was personal," Burrows told reporters following the game. "It started in warm-up before the anthem. The ref came over to me and said I made him look bad in Nashville ... He said he was going to get me back tonight and he did his job in the third."

        Burrows was slapped with a $2,500 US fine for questioning Auger's integrity.

        Later that week, Hockey Night in Canada host Ron MacLean aired a long segment criticizing Burrows. That, in turn, prompted the Canucks to refuse any interviews with the CBC before, during and after their game with Chicago.

        CALL HIM MR. HUMBLE

        He is also a pretty humble guy, crediting especially the Sedin twins and just about everyone else but himself for his sterling season. He and the twins have at times been like triplets, forming a magical scoring line.

        Downplaying his talent, Burrows credits them for much of his success, although the gritty player has demonstrated he can also perform well without them.

        It's hard for Burrows to be humble when it comes to poker, however. His eyes light up at the mere mention of the game and he claims some bragging rights.

        "I'm probably the best poker player on the team. We keep track of the standings of all the games we have played all year." Burrows says he ranks first with Roberto Luongo in second place.

        How did he get so good at it?

        "When you are a smart guy and you just analyse a lot of things and obviously there are a lot of guys on this team who I can bully around and make them fold their cards. So that is probably it."
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        Number: 14

        Height: 6' 1"

        Weight: 188

        Shoots: Left

        Born: April 11, 1981

        Birthplace: Pincourt, Que.

        PERSONAL LIFE

        Wedding bells will ring this summer for the feisty Canucks winger. He is marrying his longtime sweetheart, Nancy Roy, after proposing to her on the Grand Canal in Venice during a European trip last summer.

        He was born in Pincourt, Que., to Rodney and Carole. His father emigrated from London, England, while his mother is a Quebec native.

        He grew up speaking mostly French and attended French schools. He hangs out in the Montreal area in the off -season.

        Burrows has been an elite ball hockey player, helping Canada to win world titles in 2003 and 2005.

        He and his fiance were close to the late Canucks defenceman Luc Bourdon who was killed in a motorcycle accident in New Brunswick in May 2008. They continue to be close to Bourdon's girlfriend Charlene Ward.

        LIKES AND DISLIKES

        A self-proclaimed sports nut, "I like to take care of my fantasy teams of baseball and football

        and stuff like that. I like sports. Every sport I like to follow."

        Beyond that, he likes listening to music and working or playing on his computer. He doesn't care much for reading.

        He also didn't much care for the Canucks' long road trip during the Olympics. They went on a 14-game, six-week road trip broken up by the Olympics. If Burrows was tired, he didn't show it. He scored seven times on the odyssey.

        Yvonne Zacharias, Vancouver Sun
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        All eyes on Playfair after angry outburst

      

      
        Coach rumoured to be on Blue Jackets' radar

      

      
        By Vicki Hall, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Jim Playfair made an international name for himself last month with a temper tantrum witnessed by 1.6 million people, and counting, on YouTube.

        His monumental meltdown on referee Jamie Koharski -- highlighted by smashing two hockey sticks to splinters and ripping off his suit jacket in his best impression of Hulk Hogan -- even hit CNN.

        The most concerned viewer? His mother. After all, she brought up her children to live up to their last name of Playfair.

        All of a sudden, her friends were calling to say they were praying for her son.

        "What were you thinking?" Mrs. Playfair asked her son.

        "That's the issue," he replied. "I wasn't thinking."

        Maybe not, but the loyal Calgary Flames employee certainly launched himself onto the radar of the hockey world with his outburst on March 27 in a 4-1 loss to the American Hockey League's Hamilton Bulldogs.

        In quieter fashion, Playfair has garnered attention all season long by dragging the Abbotsford Heat into the first round of the playoffs  -- against all odds.

        According to the Columbus Dispatch, Playfair is believed to be on a short-list of candidates to replace Ken Hitchcock as head coach of the Blue Jackets.

        Other names on the list include Jackets interim coach Claude Noel, Portland Pirates head coach Kevin Dineen, Detroit Red Wings assistant coach Paul MacLean, Nashville Predators assistant coach Brent Peterson and Bulldogs head coach Guy Boucher.

        "I haven't heard that," Playfair said, when asked about hearing his name in connection to a position in the big league. "I truly believe at this time and point, it's not about me going forward."

        There's a time and a place for everything.

        "It becomes individual in the summertime, when we're all trying to move our careers ahead," he said. "But right now, for me, it's strictly about our players in that dressing room and trying to help them.

        For now, Playfair wants to get the Heat beyond the first round of the playoffs against Mike York, Steve MacIntyre and the Rochester Americans.

        The mere fact the Heat is still playing -- while the Flames are already well into golf season -- ranks as a minor miracle.

        To put it mildly, the Flames are hardly blessed with the deepest farm system in the NHL.

        Complicating matters, for Playfair, is a spate of injuries similar to the one suffered up in Edmonton where the Oilers lost 531 man games this season.

        No matter where he goes from here, Playfair figures he'll never escape questions surrounding his temper tantrum in Abbotsford.

        "Without YouTube, it's nothing," Playfair said. "I'm not trying to get out from underneath what I did. I did what I did. But the YouTube era certainly put it to another level of media mainstream."

        "Cam Neely called me," he said. "Paul Coffey. All the older players who phoned me were like, 'Hey, that's what's missing in the game.'"
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        Perennial Vezina Trophy candidate Martin Brodeur is up against two first-time finalists for the NHL's award as the top goaltender.

        The New Jersey Devils stopper, who is a finalist for the ninth time in his career, is vying for his fifth career Vezina Trophy. Also up for the honour are Buffalo Sabres goalie Ryan Miller and Phoenix Coyotes puck blocker Ilya Bryzgalov.

        The winner will be announced during the National Hockey League's annual awards ceremony on June 23 in Las Vegas. The three finalists are based on voting by the league's 30 general managers.

        Brodeur won 45 games and posted nine shutouts to lead all goaltenders in a league-high 77 games. The 37-year-old also led the Devils to the Jennings Trophy, which is awarded to the team with the lowest goalsagainst average.

        The Montreal native, who now has eight 40-win seasons, is the NHL's all-time shutout leader, surpassing Terry Sawchuk this past season. Brodeur won the Vezina in 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2008.

        Bryzgalov, meanwhile, had career bests in wins (42), games (69), shutouts (eight), goalsagainst average (2.29) and save percentage (.920) to lead the Coyotes to franchise records in wins (50) and points (107).

        The 29-year-old Russian posted a 19-8-2 record during his final 29 starts of the season, as he led the Coyotes to the playoffs for the first time since 2002.

        Miller guided the Sabres to top spot in the Northeast Division for the second time in the past four years. His 41 wins were a franchise record and ranked him fourth in the league.

        The 29-year-old native of East Lansing, Mich., was second in the league with a 2.22 GAA and a .929 save percentage. He also tied his career high with five shutouts.

        After leading the U.S. to a silver medal at the Vancouver Olympics, Miller went 9-2-1 in his next 12 decisions.

        The finalists for the Frank J. Selke Trophy as the top defensive forward will be named today.
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        For a while, it looked as if Tomas Vincour was going to spend his entire junior hockey career in Canada without ever seeing the ice for a playoff game.

        No wonder he's acting like a guy determined to make up for lost time.

        A 19-year-old native of Brno, Czech Republic, Vincour came over to play for the Western Hockey League's Edmonton Oil Kings as a 16-year-old in the fall of 2007.

        Playing for an expansion franchise was good in terms of ice time, but not so good in terms of gaining playoff experience. The Oil Kings did make a brief post-season appearance last season, but Vincour was injured at the time and couldn't participate.

        With the Oil Kings struggling again this year, it appeared the Czech product was again destined to miss any post-season action. Then came the Jan. 10 deal which brought the 6-foot-2, 205-pound right winger and teammate Brett Breitkreuz to the Vancouver Giants in exchange for a package of prospects and draft picks.

        "I was so happy when I found out about the trade," said Vincour on Monday as the Giants practised for tonight's Game 3 of the Western Conference final against the Tri-City Americans. "I've enjoyed every day I've been here. It's a team with different goals right now than Edmonton."

        The G-men are pretty happy, too. A point-a-game player in the regular season since coming to Vancouver, Vincour has continued to produce in his first post-season with 12 points (six goals and six assists) in 11 games. He's been particularly hot of late, scoring five of the team's last 11 goals.

        "I'm really not doing anything different right now," insists Vincour, who comes from an athletic family with a sister who plays volleyball and parents who were both basketball players. "I'm just trying to shoot the puck. Everybody is hoping to play their best hockey right now and that's what I'm trying to do, too."

        Don Hay says he knew the team was acquiring a skilled player in the ex-Oil King, but has been pleasantly surprised with the all-around level of his play.

        "He probably shoots the puck as well as anybody we've ever had here," credits the Giants coach. "What has really impressed me, though, is his determination and work ethic. Thomas has raised his level of play, competed hard and is going to the areas he needs to be effective."

        Shortly after the trade, the Giants also learned they'd be getting centre James Wright back from the NHL Tampa Lightning. Hay decided to pair Vincour and Wright and, despite playing with a variety of left wingers, that combination has helped take the pressure off the high-scoring trio of Lance Bouma, Craig Cunningham and Brendan Gallagher.

        "James has been very good to play with," says the twotime member of the Czech world junior team. "He's won a Memorial Cup. He's played in the NHL and has a lot of experience. We both have good size. We're learning how to find each other on the ice."

        G-NOTES: A fifth-round draft pick of Dallas last summer, Vincour was signed by the Stars to a pro contract shortly after the Giants began the playoffs ... Vincour credits his cousin, former St. Louis Blues player Libor Zabransky, with helping him learn what it takes to be successful in North American hockey ... Brandon Scholten (flu) was the only player to miss Monday's practice. The team had two of their protected list players -- forwards Dalton Sward of Abbotsford and Matt Bellerive of North Vancouver -- work out with them.

        llittle@vancouversun.com

        - - -

        NEXT GAME

        Tonight

        vs Tri-City Americans

        7 p.m.

        at Pacific Coliseum

        650 am

        Best-of-seven

        Western Conference final tied 1-1
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        Shark enters annals of own-goal scorers

      

      
        By Jim Matheson, Canwest News Service
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        Only one guy in the raucous Pepsi Center in Denver on Sunday night could read the confusion in Dan Boyle's head when the San Jose defenceman inadvertently put the puck behind his own goalie, Evgeni Nabokov, in overtime.

        And Steve Smith was 200 feet away, in the press box, working as a Chicago Blackhawks pro scout.

        Twenty-four years ago, April 30, 1986, on Smith's 23rd birthday, the young Edmonton Oilers defenceman accidentally banked a pass from behind his net off the leg of his own goalie, Grant Fuhr, potting an own goal in the Battle of Alberta against the Calgary Flames. The gaffe came with 15 minutes left in the third period of Game 7, and ended up being the winning goal, eliminating the twotime Stanley Cup champion Oilers from the Campbell Conference playoffs.

        Smith looked like he wanted to dig a hole that night and crawl in.

        Same with Boyle, whose attempt at backhanding a loose puck around the boards behind the Sharks net somehow hit the shaft of Colorado centre Ryan O'Reilly's stick and detoured. It rocketed toward Nabokov and found a small opening between the goalie's pads and the post as the Avs shocked the Sharks with the only goal of the game.

        Boyle swung his stick wildly in frustration before leaving the ice.

        In 1986, Smith was trying to find his way on the Oilers' defence. Boyle is at the other extreme, an established veteran who played 28:45 Sunday, more than anybody else.

        But both players are now inextricably linked.

        But there are others. Back in 1996, defenceman Paul Coffey, who was then a member of the Detroit Red Wings, was in the slot in Game 1 of the Western Conference final against the Avalanche, intercepted Stephane Yelle's pass from behind the Wings net, and then rifled it past his own goalie Chris Osgood as he tried to shoot it to safety.

        Bad stuff happens to good people, as Coffey says.

        "I roofed mine. I tried to get it into the corner but I didn't have my blade right and it went top shelf. [Osgood] still should have had it," kidded Coffey in a phone interview Monday.

        "I remember being asked after the game, 'What were you trying to do?' I remember saying, 'Obviously, I wasn't trying to do what I did.' It was a stupid question but it had to be asked."

        Smith's mistake stopped the Oilers' run for five Stanley Cups in a row, but he would later win rings in '87, '88 and '90 as a key contributor.

        The Oilers goalie, as he so often did, took the blame.

        "My leg should have been up against the post," Fuhr said at the time.

        After his miscue, he got bagfuls of mail from fans, empathizing with his plight. He turned out to be a reluctant hero to many people, who appreciated his grace under fire, and how he stepped up after the game to face the music. He didn't hide, as crushing as the error was.

        As Coffey says, "Stuff happens. Nothing you can do about it."
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        San Jose coach Todd McLellan says he expects forward Dany Heatley to play in Game 4 tonight against the Colorado Avalanche. Heatley was held out of the Sharks' 1-0 overtime loss Sunday night with an unspecified injury. The San Jose players were given the day off from practice Monday. McLellan said Heatley would go through treatment and he's "that close" to playing as the Sharks trail 2-1 in the series.

        Heatley has been on the same line with Patrick Marleau and Joe Thornton, a trio that scored 40 per cent of San Jose's goals in the regular season.

        So far this series, they've been stymied.

        DOAN READY TO SHOULDER LOAD: Phoenix Coyotes coach Dave Tippett says Shane Doan's health has improved and lists him as day to day.

        Doan skated before his teammates practised Monday, a day after his right shoulder hit the end boards and the injury ended his game at Detroit. The coach says the captain was in good spirits and called that a positive sign. Tippett says the team will have a good indication after its skate this morning whether Doan will be able to play tonight in Game 4. Phoenix leads 2-1 in the first-round series.

        Doan had a goal and an assist during the first two games, which were split in Phoenix, and led the Coyotes with 55 points during the regular season.

        Savard SHALL RETURN:

        Centre Marc Savard is hopeful he can rejoin the Boston Bruins during their first-round playoff series against the Buffalo Sabres.

        "[Tuesday] is another big day, I've got my neuro-psych test," Savard told NHL.com."Assuming I pass that, I'll be cleared and then it's just a matter of getting back in shape. I haven't done anything in six weeks and I felt a little short-winded out there today, just because of that.

        "It's going to take some time, hopefully sooner than later. I'm excited. I was feeling good and it's playoff time."

        Savard has been sidelined by a concussion since March 7, but skated Monday with the Bruins.

        arena developers reach goal : After months of rumour and speculation, Daryl Katz's Edmonton Arena District group has submitted a zoning application to the City of Edmonton for a downtown arena development for the Oilers.

        Katz Group vice-president Bob Black called the application "an important milestone" in their process, after 18 months of work.

        The group envisions an arena on the north side of the downtown street, with two hotels and a casino to the east and an office tower, a parkade and student residences to the west.

        A large pedestrian "Winter Garden" walkway would link people to sports-themed shops and restaurants as well as apartments and another office tower.

        The offices will be needed as the result of $1 trillion worth of economic activity expected in Alberta over the next decade, Black told a news conference.

        "We see this as a way for Edmonton to redefine itself."

        He said it: "We didn't beat their goalie, we found a way to beat ours. We've been beaten by some bad bounces in this series, but I expect our will and our character to come through.'' -- San Jose coach Todd McLellan on Sunday night's own goal, which cost the Sharks a 1-0 OT loss against Colorado.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.vancouversun.com/news/todays-paper/Sharks+plan+fire+Heater/2927423/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        The Brothers Grunt make their mark

      

      
        NHL; Orpik, Talbot and Adams are doing the heavy lifting by shutting down Ottawa's stars

      

      
        By Ken Warren, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Between them, Brooks Orpik, Max Talbot and Craig Adams combined for a grand total of four goals in the National Hockey League's regular season.

        Yet without the impressive grunt work of the three Pittsburgh Penguins veterans, the Ottawa Senators may well be in control of their first-round Stanley Cup playoff series against Pittsburgh.

        Orpik, a 29-year-old defensive defenceman, is the Penguins' answer to Anton Volchenkov.

        In Ottawa, the pre-series talk centred on how Volchenkov and Chris Phillips needed to shut down Sidney Crosby to give the Senators a chance. In Pittsburgh, they looked to Orpik to make life miserable for Jason Spezza and Daniel Alfredsson in the corners and in front of goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. Orpik has delivered so far, helping limit Alfredsson and Spezza to only three assists each in the first three games.

        If the Senators' stars want to go to the scoring areas, they typically have to go through or around Orpik, meaning a steady diet of bodychecks, fists to the face, sticks to sensitive areas and everything else that straddles the line between fair and foul.

        In Game 3, Orpik was credited with three hits and six blocked shots. He took Spezza hard into the end boards once and hard to the ice following another scrum in front of Fleury. He has officially been credited with 13 hits and nine blocked shots in the series, but the Penguins' own statistics show something else.

        "By our count in Game 2, Orpik had 15 hits," Penguins coach Dan Bylsma said. "He's an intimidating, physical guy when he plays like that. He's an aggressive defenceman, a physical defenceman, and you have to be aware of him when he's on the ice. He's that kind of defenceman. He makes it tough to find time and space."

        If, as suspected, Alfredsson is nursing an injury, is it any wonder he's shying away from battles in the corners with Orpik? Is it any wonder Spezza is once again prone to passing the puck a split-second too early, resulting in the booing from the Scotiabank Place crowd when the puck goes nowhere? Is it any wonder Orpik was part of Brian Burke's U.S. Olympic squad?

        "He brings that (hitting) every night, in the regular season or playoffs," said Adams, the checking forward who turns 33 next Monday. "We're all trying to do it. (The Senators) are trying to do it, too. You always expect a long series, and our mentality is that every series can go seven games and you look at the series as a whole, not as individual games.

        "So, over the course of seven games, we would like to take a half step out of some of their guys, for sure."

        A Harvard grad, Adams is smart enough to figure out his ticket to staying in the big leagues isn't about scoring goals. In fact, he went the entire regular season without one. But when the playoffs come, when the checking gets tighter and the stakes are higher, Adams is a solid fallback guy for coaches because of his determination and defensive awareness. He scored in Game 1. He had five hits in Game 3 and has 12 in the series, tied with Talbot for second on the team behind Orpik.

      

      
        Adams said the smallest details, such as a deflected or blocked shot, become vital in the post-season.

        "All those things you try and do throughout the year, but they are more magnified. You always know that can be the difference between winning and losing, but it's more fun to do those things in the playoffs."

        Just ask Talbot, who went from role-player status to bona fide hero in Pittsburgh for his impressive playoff performance with the Penguins last season, including scoring both goals in the Penguins' 2-1 victory over the Detroit Red Wings in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup final.

        The toll of the long playoff run resulted in left shoulder surgery last summer. That, coupled with a nagging groin injury, limited Talbot to only 47 games and two goals during the regular season.

        But now that the playoffs have rolled round again, the pesky 26-year-old has once again become a factor. He's hitting. He's fighting, taking on Zack Smith in Game 1. He's contributing offensively, registering a pair of assists in the series, including fighting off Erik Karlsson outside the crease in Game 3 to set up Evgeni Malkin's pivotal goal, which broke a 1-1 tie.

        "It was a long way back," acknowledges Talbot. "It was difficult mentally (and physically), with my shoulder and my groin. Right now, my body feels good, and it's nice to be healthy and helping the team."
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        Game Over

      

      
        Kings 5 Canucks 3

      

      
        Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Monday, April 19, 2010

        at Staples Center Start time: 7 p.m. Attendance: 18,264 kings

        Game Summary

        First Period

        1. Vancouver, M Raymond 1 (R Kesler, M Samuelsson) 2:09.

        2. Los Angeles, D Doughty 1 (pp) (M Handzus, D Brown) 11:00.

        Penalties -- C Ehrhoff Van (slashing) 10: 29; S O'Donnell Los (high-sticking) 15:06.

        Second Period

        3. Los Angeles, M Handzus 1 (pp) (J Johnson, D Doughty) 4:06.

        4. Los Angeles, M Handzus 2 (pp) (D Doughty, J Johnson) 12:18.

        5. Los Angeles, B Richardson 1 (Unassisted) 13:20.

        6. Vancouver, M Samuelsson 4 (R Kesler) 14: 53. Penalties -- H Sedin Van (holding) 3: 24; J Stoll LA (slashing) 8: 13; M Raymond Van (holding) 11:41.

        Third Period

        7. Vancouver, D Sedin 2 (K Bieksa, H Sedin) 4:18.

        8. Los Angeles, R Smyth 1 (J Johnson, D Doughty) 9:21.

        Penalties -- M Handzus LA (goaltender interference) 5: 56; R Scuderi LA (cross-check) 19: 03. Shots on goal by

        Vancouver 11 7 10--28 Los Angeles 7 11 5--23

        Power plays (goals-chances) -- Vancouver: 0-4, Los Angeles: 3-3.

        Goal (shots-saves)-- Vancouver: R Luongo (16-12, L, 1-2), A Raycroft (13: 20 of 2nd period, 7-6). Los Angeles: J Quick (28-25, W, 2-1). Referees: Paul Devorski, Steve Kozari. Linesmen: Pierre Racicot, Tony Sericolo.
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        All hail Rome's return

      

      
        Blue-liner saves team from angry mob

      

      
        By Iain MacIntyre, Vancouver Sun Columnist
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The way things were going, anyone but Andrew Alberts would have been an improvement and mollified the angry mob assembling in Vancouver with pitchforks and torches. Aaron Rome was hoping to be not just anyone.

        The depth defenceman, who significantly upgraded his title from "minor-leaguer" or "spare part" in the second half of the National Hockey League season, returned to the Vancouver Canucks' lineup for Monday's playoff game against the Los Angeles Kings.

        And if Rome did nothing -- literally, sat on the bench for 60 minutes -- he would have been an upgrade on Alberts, the forlorn newcomer who is off to the worst start in Vancouver since the Fast Ferries.

        Alberts's unsteady, undisciplined play put the Canucks short-handed five times as the teams split the first two games of the series in Vancouver, so the recovery of Rome seemed far more significant than it would have a week ago.

        The 26-year-old missed the final regular season game and the start of the playoffs after suffering an undisclosed injury while wrestling with San Jose Shark Ryane Clowe on April 8. The challenge for Rome was to play the way he had. The last two months were easily the best of his career.

        "I felt good," Rome said of his NHL breakthrough. "I felt like I got more confident, more consistent. I've known the last couple of years ... that I could play at this level. You've got to create that opportunity for yourself, and I felt like I did that and kind of took the ball and ran with it and played well. It's unfortunate the way it worked out with the injury."

        Rome has another chance now. In 32 games before his injury, he was plus-six. He averaged 16:15 of ice time, and his ability to make a breakout pass and play robustly without taking penalties allowed coach Alain Vigneault to use him as much as 20:56.

        He was everything the Canucks could want in a sixth defenceman. But he was eighth on the depth chart until Kevin Bieksa was injured and Mathieu Schneider jettisoned the same day in December, and Rome spent nearly all of his first five professional seasons in the American League.

        One of his only two NHL playoff games -- in the first round with Anaheim in 2007 -- earned Rome a Stanley Cup ring.

        "I actually got to hold the Cup after the final game," he said. "I don't feel guilty. You work hard in the minors the whole year to get up. There's a lot of people who'd like to be in your position. I learned a lot from it and hopefully I can use that in these playoffs."

        Rome gave Vigneault the option of deploying his third pairing more often than the first two games, when Alberts averaged only 8:46. It's difficult to mount any playoff run using only five defencemen.

        It may be a while before Alberts plays again. Journeyman blue-liner Nolan Baumgartner is believed next in line to come in.

        Canuck players don't believe Alberts deserves to be vilified.

        "Everything is magnified 100 times in Canada," Rome, who is from Nesbitt, Man., said. "It's good and it's bad. You've got to have that big belief in yourself and your abilities and not worry about what everyone else is saying. Just don't read the paper or watch TV."

        Or take bad penalties. That cost your team goals. At home. In the playoffs.

        imacintyre@vancouversun.com
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        Even coaches just wanna have fun

      

      
        Kings' Murray laps up media attention, while Canucks' Vigneault enjoys forcing reporters to work for every word

      

      
        By Brad Ziemer, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
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        They are two coaches with two very different strategies on how to deal with the media during the playoffs.

        Los Angeles coach Terry Murray, whose team is way down the pecking order in the crowded Southern California sports market, seems to welcome the extra attention the Kings are getting as they make their first playoff appearance in eight years.

        Ask Murray a question and he'll fill your notebook.

        Canucks coach Alain Vigneault, meanwhile, is at times like Sergeant Schultz of the old Hogan's Heroes TV show. It's not that he "knows nothing," he's just not about to tell us media low-lifes much of anything.

        So all injuries are "day to day." Heck, we don't even get upper-body, lower-body any more.

        When asked recently why defenceman Sami Salo was given a maintenance day and did not practise with the team, Vigneault snapped back: "Because I felt like it."

        Queried about the status of injured defenceman Aaron Rome a couple of days ago, Vigneault offered up this gem: "My expectations towards him are still day to day."

        Just try filling a pre-game sidebar with that material.

        And heaven forbid if a reporter dares to ask Vigneault about any lineup changes.

        Even late Monday morning, when it had become apparent during the game-day skate that Vigneault was shuffling three of his four forward lines, the Canuck coach wouldn't actually confirm the changes.

        "I am not going to discuss my possible lineup changes," he said. "But if you were to speculate that it might give us a little better balance on the road, then you might look smart."

        Asked before Monday's game why he has adopted this say-as-little-as-possible approach in the playoffs, Vigneault said: "I have always done that since I have been here. It's nothing new. I give the information out during the season and in the playoffs I keep it to myself."

        Asked if he felt that gave his team an edge, Vigneault smiled and said: "No, I am just having fun with it."

        Murray, meanwhile, has not dodged a question since the series began. When he made three lineup changes before Game 2, he spoke at length about what the changes were and why he was making them.

        He apparently wasn't worried about the Canucks having that information in advance. And as it turned out he didn't need to. The Kings won Game 2 in overtime.

        GLASS BREAKS THROUGH: Winger Tanner Glass played 67 games for the Canucks this season, but sat out the last five regular-season games and first two games of this series as a healthy scratch.

        He was beginning to wonder if he'd ever to get into his first NHL playoff game.

        All that changed Monday night when Glass was put back into the Vancouver lineup and skated on a new fourth line with Pavol Demitra and Jannik Hansen.

        "You play all season and you want to get a chance to win the Cup and hoist it over your head," Glass said before the game. "It wouldn't be the same if you didn't get in during the playoffs."

        His last playoff game came in college when he was playing for the Dartmouth Big Green in 2007.

        "I want to say it was a 3-2 loss to St. Lawrence," Glass said.

      

      
        "It's my first [NHL playoff game], I'm excited, he added. "It's obviously something you grow up watching. My brother was just in Vancouver last weekend and we were watching all the games together. He said it's the best time of year, you've got hockey every night that means something. So it's pretty special to be part of it."

        The addition of Glass was part of major shuffle to three of Vancouver's four forward lines for Monday night's game.

        "I think we just need a little more will, a little more determination, a little more grit maybe," Glass said. "I think those are things I bring to the game and hopefully I can add that."

        Glass hadn't played since that ugly 8-3 road loss to the Kings on April 1. That was a busy night for Glass, who was called for a first-period charge on Kings forward Jeff Halpern and then had to fight L.A. defenceman Matt Greene.

        NO SURPRISE: The Kings seemed quite confident Monday morning that the Canucks were going to make a change to their defence Monday night.

        The Kings held their gameday skate Monday morning at their El Segundo practice facility and the white board inside their dressing room that lists the opposition's probable lines and defensive pairings had a blank beside Kevin Bieksa's name.

        Bieksa, of course, was partnered with the struggling Andrew Alberts in Games 1 and 2. The Kings obviously felt they had seen the last of Alberts for a while and they were right. He was replaced by Aaron Rome for Monday night's game.

        ICE CHIPS: Monday night's game was the Kings' first home playoff game since April 27, 2002, which was a 3-1 victory over Colorado in Game 6 of a first-round series that the Avs won in seven games ... Several of the Canucks were grumbling about bad ice after their gameday skate at the Staples Center. The Los Angeles Lakers and Oklahoma City Thunder (nee Seattle SuperSonics) started their NBA playoff series Sunday night at the Staples Center.

        bziemer@vancouversun.com
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        You don't have to marry the - to keep - peace in Sound-of-Music country  -- Kinderhotels cater to active families
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        Take one jet-lagged preschooler; add a foreign language and a dash of muesli with yogurt and it's usually a recipe for disaster. Imagine a restaurant that greets spaghetti thrown on the head with a smile. Now imagine entire hotels that embrace you, your kids and their mess.

        Kinderhotels are where kinder (German for children) and their messes are willkommen.

        Our family's journey begins with a disastrous stay with an Austrian friend. While we get on like two bratwursts in a bun, the children do not. Though proud of my daughter Eve's swift command of German, her constant shouts of, "Nein! Mein toy!" to our host's Teutonic toddler wear us all out. It's then I'm introduced to the concept of the Kinderhotel.

        Dotted throughout the Alps in Austria, Italy and Germany, Kinderhotels are designed for active families on a budget. Catering to everyone's needs, these all-inclusives boast free child care, tricycle grand prix and bouncy castles galore. Parents can skip off to the spa or ski lessons while the children frolic in the hills with Englishspeaking nannies.

        We arrive at Hotel Gina 45 minutes away from quaint Klagenfurt, in Austria's southern most province of Carinthia. Though it's a balmy April with Mediterranean-like temperatures, the hotel is virtually empty, with the majority of guests flocking here during winter. As it's off-season, I negotiate a two-bedroom suite for the two of us at $140 a night all-inclusive, except for alcohol. All rooms come with kitchenettes, a balcony and lounge area.

        Independently owner-managed, each Kinderhotel offers a unique experience, ranging from a rustic mountain chalet to those with wellness spas and fitness facilities. A smiley-face rating system assists guests in determining which hotel is best suited for their family.

        To achieve the coveted five-smiley rating, hotels must have an indoor pool, bouncy castle, baby monitors, on demand soft drinks, a no-smoking area of the restaurant and 60 hours a week of free child care.

        Everything at Hotel Gina (rated five smiley) has been designed with the child in mind. Stocked with potties, wet wipes and an endless supply of milk, I regret packing half my suitcase.

        Enchanted with the child-high sinks, toilets and stairway banisters, Eve becomes a delightful fraulein, munching on the Swiss chocolate provided with her turndown service.

        An acceptable practice in Europe, each room is equipped with a baby monitoring system so parents can get a break once the kids are kaput.

        Feeling rather like 16 going on 17 with my now cheery child, I contemplate if I would be so irresponsible as to nip off to the spa when Eve was down for the count? As it turned out, yes, yes I would.

        Hotel Gina offers delectable spa services at an extra charge. While tempted to try the hay bath using unfertilized hay from nearby fields, fear of my ranching relatives' ridicule make me think twice. Instead, I opt for a facial one night and aromatherapy balsam massage the other.

        As a refreshed n and contented child, our days fall into a predictable pattern of swimming (classes with certified instructors start from three months old) and terrorizing the indoor adventure play area each morning.

        Afternoons were reserved for waltzing through alpine meadows studded with wildflowers, stopping only to make friends with the horses grazing in nearby fields or gazing at Mount Mitterkogel, towering over the pure waters of Lake Faaker at 2,134 metres.

        Uber-kinders embrace stilt walking, night bathing at the waterfall pool and the Hocus-Pocus Wizard School.

        During summertime's two-week adventure club, children from three to 12 years old can polish their survival skills in the woods, learn the accoutrements of knighthood or strut their stuff in musical theatre activities.

        Extra programs for the seven-to 12-year set (not inclusive) consist of scuba diving school, archery and river rafting.

        Always, there is fishing in the pond, pony and tractor rides and the winterized outdoor pool.

        All that play works up an appetite in young children (and their parents) and the food isn't all sausage and sauerkraut.

        The focus is on serving organic, regional specialties such as freshly caught trout or kasnudeln (savoury cheese dumpl ings) otherwise known to Eve as the world's largest perogies.

        For gastronomically challenged tots, there are child-appropriate menus with homemade bread, pastas and fresh veggies.

        Admittedly, the highlight for kids and adults alike was the self-service ice cream bar, open every afternoon until dinner.

        Throughout our stay my once poky child polkaed from one activity to the next. Tantrums were met with tolerance, her spills with smiles.

        All too quickly it was time to say, "so long, farewell," to Hotel Gina.

        Since not all of us can solve our child care woes by marrying the nanny the way that Captain Von Trapp did, Kinderhotels offer weary parents a welcome respite from the usual wear and tear that comes from travelling with one's kinder.

        for other travel ideas see vancouversun.com
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        T ake one jet-lagged preschooler; add a foreign language and a dash of muesli with yogurt and it's usually a recipe for disaster. Imagine a restaurant that greets spaghetti thrown on the head with a smile. Now imagine entire hotels that embrace you, your kids and their mess.

        Kinderhotels are where kinder (German for children) and their messes are willkommen.

        Our family's journey begins with a disastrous stay with an Austrian friend. While we get on like two bratwursts in a bun, the children do not. Though proud of my daughter Eve's swift command of German, her constant shouts of, "Nein! Mein toy!" to our host's Teutonic toddler wear us all out. It's then I'm introduced to the concept of the Kinderhotel.

        Dotted throughout the Alps in Austria, Italy and Germany, Kinderhotels are designed for active families on a budget. Catering to everyone's needs, these all-inclusives boast free child care, tricycle grand prix and bouncy castles galore. Parents can skip off to the spa or ski lessons while the children frolic in the hills with Englishspeaking nannies.

        We arrive at Hotel Gina 45 minutes away from quaint Klagenfurt, in Austria's southern most province of Carinthia. Though it's a balmy April with Mediterranean-like temperatures, the hotel is virtually empty, with the majority of guests flocking here during winter. As it's off-season, I negotiate a two-bedroom suite for the two of us at $140 a night all-inclusive, except for alcohol. All rooms come with kitchenettes, a balcony and lounge area.

        Independently owner-managed, each Kinderhotel offers a unique experience, ranging from a rustic mountain chalet to those with wellness spas and fitness facilities. A smiley-face rating system assists guests in determining which hotel is best suited for their family.

        To achieve the coveted five-smiley rating, hotels must have an indoor pool, bouncy castle, baby monitors, on demand soft drinks, a no-smoking area of the restaurant and 60 hours a week of free child care.

        Everything at Hotel Gina (rated five smiley) has been designed with the child in mind. Stocked with potties, wet wipes and an endless supply of milk, I regret packing half my suitcase.

        Enchanted with the child-high sinks, toilets and stairway banisters, Eve becomes a delightful fraulein, munching on the Swiss chocolate provided with her turndown service.

        An acceptable practice in Europe, each room is equipped with a baby monitoring system so parents can get a break once the kids are kaput.

        Feeling rather like 16 going on 17 with my now cheery child, I contemplate if I would be so irresponsible as to nip off to the spa when Eve was down for the count? As it turned out, yes, yes I would.

        Hotel Gina offers delectable spa services at an extra charge. While tempted to try the hay bath using unfertilized hay from nearby fields, fear of my ranching relatives' ridicule make me think twice. Instead, I opt for a facial one night and aromatherapy balsam massage the other.

        As a refreshed mummy and contented child, our days fall into a predictable pattern of swimming (classes with certified instructors start from three months old) and terrorizing the indoor adventure play area each morning.

      

      
        Afternoons were reserved for waltzing through alpine meadows studded with wildflowers, stopping only to make friends with the horses grazing in nearby fields or gazing at Mount Mitterkogel, towering over the pure waters of Lake Faaker at 2,134 metres.

        Uber-kinders embrace stilt walking, night bathing at the waterfall pool and the Hocus-Pocus Wizard School.

        During summertime's two-week adventure club, children from three to 12 years old can polish their survival skills in the woods, learn the accoutrements of knighthood or strut their stuff in musical theatre activities.

        Extra programs for the seven-to 12-year set (not inclusive) consist of scuba diving school, archery and river rafting.

        Always, there is fishing in the pond, pony and tractor rides and the winterized outdoor pool.

        All that play works up an appetite in young children (and their parents) and the food isn't all sausage and sauerkraut.

        The focus is on serving organic, regional specialties such as freshly caught trout or kasnudeln (savoury cheese dumpl ings) otherwise known to Eve as the world's largest perogies.

        For gastronomically challenged tots, there are child-appropriate menus with homemade bread, pastas and fresh veggies.

        Admittedly, the highlight for kids and adults alike was the self-service ice cream bar, open every afternoon until dinner.

        Throughout our stay my once poky child polkaed from one activity to the next. Tantrums were met with tolerance, her spills with smiles.

        All too quickly it was time to say, "so long, farewell," to Hotel Gina.

        Since not all of us can solve our child care woes by marrying the nanny the way that Captain Von Trapp did, Kinderhotels offer weary parents a welcome respite from the usual wear and tear that comes from travelling with one's kinder.
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        Fear of looking old drives cosmetics sales for men

      

      
        

      

      
        Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Male cosmetics sales in Britain are growing at twice the rate of the female market, according to a survey, with the need to look good for job interviews and the fear of looking old playing key roles.

        One in five men use hair dye to cover up signs of grey, the survey of 1,013 males for L'Oreal U.K. found.

        Taking care of their appearance is now a status of manhood, the poll concluded, with almost two-thirds of men (56 per cent) using cosmetic products daily and 82 per cent saying there are no cosmetics products or facial treatments that they would be embarrassed to buy or use.

        A quarter of men regularly use face moisturizer and two in every five (39 per cent) use facial cleansers every day to take care of their skin and combat the effect of work stress and aging.
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        This season, the most fashionable colour in the beauty world is green, thanks to innovative companies that have set new standards for sustainability and informed consumers who are demanding change.

        "Our consciousness is evolving," says Maria Mavrostomos, marketing director for LaCoupe, a Canadian company that produces the orgnx line of natural hair-care products based on the moringa tree.

        "As our respect for each other and our respect for the environment is evolving, we can't help but change. We're becoming more responsible global citizens."

        There have always been natural beauty products on the market, but until recently they often didn't work all that well. And without the preservatives and stabilizers of commercial brands, they had a disappointingly short shelf life.

        Then in 1976, the Body Shop came along, and made being sustainable a beautiful thing to do.

        "We were founded on the principle of social and environmental change," says Shelley Simmons, director of brand values for the Body Shop, which, among other things, led the drive to ban animal testing. "One of our guiding principles is to protect our planet, right the way through from research and development to marketing."

        Many beauty companies have chosen not to test their products on animals wherever possible. But their decision can depend as much on local laws as company policies. Many European countries have banned the practice, and the EU is working to abolish it; however, countries including the United States require some testing for health and safety reasons.

        What was once a radical idea has become, if not the norm, at least the ideal. Now even large multinational companies are paying close attention to sustainability issues, and such celebrities as Mariska Hargitay, Macy Gray and Julianne Moore have partnered with leading companies to support and advance sustainability and green cosmetics.

        "It's come to a point where [being] environmentally sensitive is expected. The growing green consumer segment is savvy and they do their homework," says Allie Orr, communications manager for Origins Canada, a natural beauty company started in 1990. "It's like adapting to new technologies; either evolve or be left behind."

        Consumers have instant access to the latest research online, and when a study finds that an ingredient can cause problems, they are quick to demand change. Natural and organic products can be very appealing to anyone concerned about their family's health -- but that interest comes with a caveat.

        "The consumer wants naturals, but they want products that perform and they want them at a price they can afford," Simmons says. "You have to develop something that hits all those buttons."

        The natural world has plenty of active ingredients to choose from.

        "There are approximately 500,000 plant species on Earth and each one contains about 10,000 active materials," says Orr. "That's an enormous source of inspiration for new and effective products."

        Naturals and organics may be the hottest green beauty trends right now, but they aren't the only issues when it comes to sustainability. There is, for instance, the messy issue of packaging.

      

      
        Some packaging is necessary for practicality and safety, but just as much of it is simply for presentation.

        Forward-looking companies are reducing unnecessary packaging and using recycled and recyclable materials wherever possible.

        Some take it further.

        Origins has launched an ambitious Return to Origins recycling program that accepts all cosmetic empties, regardless of brand.

        Being green is also inextricably linked to global sustainability and fair trade issues.

        Responsible companies work hard not to plunder precious resources, to replenish where possible and to create relationships with farmers and producers that not only bring wealth to impoverished areas, but reward sustainable practices.

        Take orgnx. Its journey began in 2007 with a story about a tree.

        "They call it the miracle tree, the moringa tree. It's not a pretty tree. It's scraggly, sort of, because it grows in dry zones. But it's chock full of all these great nutrients," Mavrostomos says.

        "It's not only got all these great ingredients, but it improves sustainability in degraded lands."

        LaCoupe used the moringa's powerful protein and antioxidants to create its natural, harmful-chemical-free orgnx line. They also partnered with Trees for the Future to planted over 225,000 moringa trees. They've brought work and an improved environment to people who needed it, and beautiful hair to people who wanted it.

        "We're so proud of it. We're just a small Canadian company," Mavrostomos says. "You know how they say it takes one person? It's like we planted a little seed."

        - - -

        FIVE WAYS TO MAKE YOUR BEAUTY GREEN

        Here are five simple steps you can take to make your beauty routine as beautiful for the planet as it is for your body.

        1. Read labels. Avoid using products that use harmful chemicals -- they're not good for you or the environment.

        2. Choose naturals, especially organics, when you can.

        3. Reduce waste. Choose products with less packaging, or packaging made from recycled or recyclable materials. Recycle makeup containers. Bring your own reusable shopping bag.

        4. Support fair trade initiatives. They improve the lives of disadvantaged people, support environmental restoration and encourage sustainable farming practices.

        5. Learn more. Go online, where most companies will post their policies on everything from recycling to energy use to animal testing.
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        Grace Kelly's dresses displayed in London

      

      
        

      

      
        Agence France-Presse
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        The spectacular wardrobe of Grace Kelly, the glamorous Hollywood film actress and princess of Monaco, went on display at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London on Saturday.

        The collection of dresses and accessories includes items from her acting career, her fairy tale marriage to Prince Rainier III of Monaco and her life as a princess, showcasing the style that made her a fashion icon.

        "She's one of the few people who deserves this title of style icon. It's very hard to find anyone else today who can be remembered in the same way 50 years from now," said Jenny Lister, curator of the exhibition.

        Lister said Kelly preserved her clothes carefully, treating them "as old friends," so they could now tell her story, 28 years after her death.

        Among the clothes on display are a pink chiffon evening gown with flowers embroidered down one side and a Grecian-style bathing robe, both of which Kelly wore in the film High Society in 1956.

        They were designed by MGM designer Helen Rose and would normally have stayed with the studio, but as it was her last film, MGM made them a wedding gift.

        The VA; also has the lace bodice and skirt that Kelly wore for her civil marriage ceremony in 1956, as well as the off-white silk belted dress with gold threads that she wore after the official announcement of her engagement.

        "She liked beautiful fabrics, she always accessorized it very carefully with plain white gloves and jewelry. She enjoyed jewelry but she used it just to add a little touch of detail," Lister said.

        When she became a princess, Kelly stepped up the fashion stakes and began buying haute couture outfits by everyone from Christian Dior to Balenciaga, Yves Saint Laurent and Coco Chanel.

        An emerald green wool dress by designer Givenchy that she wore to meet the other fashion icon of that age, Jackie Kennedy, at the White House is also among the 40 dresses on show here.

        Jewelry by Van Cleef and Arpels and the handbag by Hermes that Kelly made famous -- and which later took her name -- complete the collection.

        The exhibition runs until Sept. 26, 2010.
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        Trash talk is all good at this fashion show

      

      
        

      

      
        Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        An elegant, tailored blouse made of used coffee filters; a dress created from burnt-out Christmas lights; a bright and colourful "flapper-style" dress made from plastic bags and a functional umbrella made with used bubble wrap are just some of the "trashion" outfits created by the students at Langley Fine Arts school in Fort Langley.

        The question posed to the Grade 10, 11 and 12 visual art majors was: What outfit could you create from the packaging and waste that remain from the products and food items you consume on a daily basis?

        The result is Take Another Look, a fashion show comprising a diverse array of inspiring pieces ranging from casual wear to evening dresses made from materials as diverse as straws, tea bags, bus tickets and receipts, bubble wrap, chip bags and paper towels.

        The public is invited to attend the show on Thursday from 6-8 p.m. at Willowbrook Shopping Centre in Langley.
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Simple and straightforward, Avatar provokes thought

James Cameron's epic fairy-tale-western inspired a new awareness of the planet by pointing out the beauty that surrounds us

By Katherine Monk, Canwest News ServiceApril 20, 2010

AVATAR
(To be released Thursday)
Rating 3
It doesn't have any special features. That will all come when the Christmas giving season kicks in. This edition is nothing other than James Cameron's epic fairy-tale-western about greedy white humans and their destruction of a foreign, nature-loving species in the name of profit. Simple and straightforward from a dramatic perspective, the real accomplishment of Avatar is the way it appears to have inspired a new awareness of the planet itself by pointing out the beauty that surrounds us.
CRAZY HEART
Rating 4
When we meet him in the opening frames, he's crawling out of Bessie  -- his rustcoloured Suburban -- pouring out a jug of pee as he scouts out the abandoned parking lot of his next show. How can we not fall in love with Jeff Bridges as Bad Blake in this otherwise hackneyed story of a country singer recovering from several addictions, as well as a flagging career. Even though the notes are a bit leaden in the plot department, the vocals soar, thanks to musical direction from T-Bone Burnett and a startlingly great set of pipes from Colin Farrell in a cameo. It's the little touches that make the movie, and with Maggie Gyllenhaal's help as the love interest, there's just enough push-pull to keep it interesting -- if predictable. Special features include deleted scenes, alternative music cuts, Bad Blake plays Santa Fe and more.
THE LOVELY BONES
Rating 4
Combining ephemeral beauty and absolute ugliness in a single frame, Peter Jackson's The Lovely Bones achieves a dynamic tension that is both hypnotically attractive and oddly off-putting at the same time. This is not a failure. For a movie about a 14-year-old girl murdered by a serial killer, Jackson's waffling esthetic is entirely fitting, because it lets us feel the exuberance and enthusiasm of wide-eyed youth, while still feeling the hollow ache of tragedy.
Based on Alice Sebold's best-seller, the film features Soairse Ronan as a kid narrating the tale from beyond the grave.
Ronan pulls it off, and, thanks to her, Jackson successfully lands us in the oversaturated world of adolescence. Special features include Dolby Surround, Filming The Lovely Bones production diary and more.
THE YOUNG VICTORIA
Rating 4
Emily Blunt anchors a sea of silk, lace and taffeta in this costume drama about the supposedly unsexiest of monarchs. Focused on the days just before and just after her coronation, we watch a young woman struggle with the weight of responsibility and duty as she discovers herself. Rupert Friend takes on the role of doomed Prince Albert. The two young actors create a whole lot of drama with little more than baseline gender politics.
NEW YORK, I LOVE YOU
Rating 2
You must wonder how a movie dedicated to the very best city in the universe could go so wrong, but from the minute this collection of vignettes opens with Bradley Cooper arguing about the best way to get crosstown, the movie feels too forced. A collection of shorts from notable directors, the reel has a lot of heft and talent, but doesn't have a clue what to do with it. Special features include director interviews, bonus segments and trailer.
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        Material Girl gets the Glee treatment

      

      
        

      

      
        By Sandra Sperounes, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Power Of Madona

        Glee (Columbia/Sony)

        Rating: 3 1/2

        Even if you're not a fan of TV's hottest show, you'll get a kick out of actress Jane Lynch working her magic on the Material Girl's 1990 smash, Vogue. (You might've already seen Glee's video for the tune, which recreates Madonna's original clip.) Tonight's episode of Glee is the much-ballyhooed Madonna episode -- featuring Vogue and their extra-bubbly renditions of '80s classics such as Express Yourself, Like A Virgin, Like A Prayer and a mash-up of Borderline and Open Your Heart. These are fun, but not fulfilling -- they don't stray far enough from the original versions. (Lynch changes a few of Vogue words to reflect her character, Sue Sylvester.) Glee's cast and music supervisors aren't as faithful to Madonna's 21st-century cuts and, not surprisingly, these are the real stars of the soundtrack -- an all-male version of What It Feels Like For A Girl, and 4 Minutes as an exuberant marching band number.
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        Will Glee continue to hit all the right notes?

      

      
        We take a lookback at theshow's most memorable numbersso far

      

      
        By Kat Angus, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        After months of hiatus, Glee is finally back on our screens. Tonight's episode features much-buzzed-about selections from the Madonna songbook, but what lies in store for the rest of the season? Can the show possibly live up to musical numbers from the first 13 episodes? Time will tell, but for now, we're looking back at Glee's top 10 musical numbers -so we can remember just how high they set the bar.

        10) Bust a Move (Young MC) -There are very few pretty, young, white men who can pull off early '90s rap, but Mr. Shuester is one of them. Granted, it was a little weird for him to spout the sexually-suggestive lyrics to his teenage students, but hey, if he was our teacher, we wouldn't complain.

        9) Poison (Bell Biv DeVoe) -Has there ever been a better band name than Acafellas? We say no. Watching Mr. Shuester and three other dorky teachers totally sell Poison made us squeal with happiness.

        8) Push It (Salt-N-Pepa) -The Glee kids knew that if they performed '70s anthem Le Freak in front of the whole school, they would be tormented for the rest of their high school career. The solution? Perform Salt-NPepa's Push It, complete with raunchy dance moves. Sure, they got in trouble, but everyone loved it.

        7) Sweet Caroline (Neil Diamond) -When Glee first started, we never thought we'd like Puck, let alone lust after him. But when he serenaded Rachel with his charming rendition of Sweet Caroline, we stopped resisting and hopped on board the Puck train.

        6) Dancing with Myself (Billy Idol) - While Artie had been present for most of the series, it wasn't until his solo performance of Dancing with Myself that we understood how lonely he felt -but, at the same time, we saw how proud Artie was of himself.

        5) Defying Gravity (Wicked) - Glee creator Ryan Murphy selected this song based on Chris Colfer's real-life experience -Colfer apparently wanted to sing Defying Gravity in high school, but his teacher wouldn't let him because it was a "girl's song." Murphy wrote that plot into the script, and teared up when Kurt purposely messed up the song because he knew his dad couldn't deal with his son's sexuality.

        4) And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going (Dreamgirls) -Amber Riley has one of the best voices on the show (even better than Lea Michele's, we think), and there's no better example of this than her rendition of And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going.

        3) Lean on Me (Bill Withers) - When Quinn and Finn finally admitted to her parents that she was pregnant, Quinn's parents kicked her out. That's why our hearts grew three sizes at the end of the episode, when the rest of New Directions put on a special performance of Lean on Me to show the troubled couple their friends care.

        2) Don't Rain on My Parade ( Funny Girl) -Lea Michele has both a great voice and an incredible stage presence -look at her performance of Don't Rain on My Parade at sectionals.

        1) Don't Stop Believin' (Journey) -The song that started it all! Sure, it could be argued that Don't Stop Believin' is overused on television, but we think it was the perfect end to a perfect pilot  -just as Mr. Shuester is ready to give up on Glee club forever, he sees that his kids have the talent and drive to take it all the way.
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        Writer honoured for work onStargate series

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Writers Guild of Canada celebrated Episode the winning words of screenwriters GLEE Monday at the 14th annual WGC Screenwriting Awards.

        Nearly 150 scripts were nominated in the awards' 11 categories, and 43 finalist scripts vied for the winners circle.

        The winners include: Robert Cooper for the TV series Stargate Universe in the episodic one hour category. Jacob Tierney took the honours for the movie The Trotsky, Garry Campbell for the TV show Less Than Kind, and Kate Barris for the animated series Max and Ruby.

        Heather Conkie, the screenwriter behind TV shows Road to Avonlea, Dark Oracle and Heartland, won the fourth annual WGC Showrunner 9.00 Award to honour her "exceptional Tonight leadership and creative vision," according to a news release.

        Television screenwriter and show-runner " Peter Mitchell (Traders, Cold Squad, The Guard) was presented with the Alex Barris Mentorship Award "for his uncanny ability to identify talent and give people the opportunity to justify his faith in them."

        The Writers Guild of Canada represents 2,000 professionals who write for a wide variety of productions, including television series.
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        Writer honoured for work on Stargate series

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Writers Guild of Canada celebrated the winning words of screenwriters Monday at the 14th annual WGC Screenwriting Awards.

        Nearly 150 scripts were nominated in the awards' 11 categories, and 43 finalist scripts vied for the winners circle.

        The winners include: Robert Cooper for the TV series Stargate Universe in the episodic one hour category. Jacob Tierney took the honours for the movie The Trotsky, Garry Campbell for the TV show Less Than Kind, and Kate Barris for the animated series Max and Ruby.

        Heather Conkie, the screenwriter behind TV shows Road to Avonlea, Dark Oracle and Heartland, won the fourth annual WGC Showrunner Award to honour her "exceptional leadership and creative vision," according to a news release.

        Television screenwriter and show-runner Peter Mitchell ( Traders, Cold Squad, The Guard) was presented with the Alex Barris Mentorship Award "for his uncanny ability to identify talent and give people the opportunity to justify his faith in them."

        The Writers Guild of Canada represents 2,000 professionals who write for a wide variety of productions, including television series.
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        Mad Men ending in 2012?

      

      
        Creator lets it slip that the hit show likely won't go beyond a sixth season

      

      
        By Kat Angus, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Christina Hendricks has just been named the sexiest woman in the world, but they'd better enjoy their good-looking glory while they can, as Mad Men creator Matthew Weiner may have accidentally revealed that the award-winning AMC drama will go off the air in 2012.

        At last week's National Association of Broadcasters convention in Las Vegas, Weiner revealed he can't see continuing Mad Men past a sixth season, should the show survive that long. According to TheWeeklyBlend.com,Weiner didn't actually mean to drop this truth bomb on the audience, and just mentioned it casually while discussing Mad Men's various plot twists and turns.

        A spokesman for AMC drama couldn't be reached for comment, but, judging by comments on the network's website, Mad Men fans are supportive of Weiner's decision.

        "I deeply respect TV shows that end before they decline," wrote one viewer.

        Added another: "It makes sense. I don't think we want to see [ Mad Men] at the disco."

        But even if Weiner was serious and Mad Men will say goodbye in 2012, we still have three more seasons to go. Season 4 is scheduled to premiere this July.
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        Icelandic eruptions lead to arts-world disruptions

      

      
        

      

      
        By Mark Medley, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        When the Orchestre symphonique de Montreal takes the stage at the National Arts Centre in Ottawa Tuesday, they'll be without their maestro. Kent Nagano, who was scheduled to conduct, is stranded in Europe.

        Yes, the Icelandic volcano that has brought air travel in Europe to a standstill is affecting the arts community in Canada.

        Here in Vancouver, a Sunday evening performance by Finnish pianist Juho Pohjonen for the Vancouver Recital Society also was due to be cancelled when pianist Hong Xu agreed to take his place, and flew in from New York on short notice.

        A survey of cultural institutions and festivals across the country suggest that disruptions are being kept to a minimum.

        There were, however, a few casualties in the book world. Bestselling mystery writer Alexander McCall Smith, author of The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency series, cancelled his entire North American tour because of travel disruptions. He was scheduled to appear at the Open House Festival in Toronto on April 30. The Canadian writer Jaspreet Singh is stranded in Italy, forcing him to cancel an event in Toronto on Friday, and leaving his participation in the Ottawa International Writers Festival, which begins on April 22, up in the air. A few other writers scheduled to attend are trying to find their way to Ottawa, according to the festival's artistic director, Sean Wilson, including Gale Zoe Garnett, who is stuck in London, Paula Butturini, who is travelling from Paris, and Jessica Grant and Russell Wangersky, who are in Newfoundland.

        Newfoundland, where the Juno Awards were staged on Sunday, is the first region of North America to be affected by the volcano. Many of the country's top musicians were in St. John's for the ceremony. According to Tweets from Industry Minister Tony Clement, baby-faced pop sensation Justin Bieber's crew employed nefarious tactics to ensure they got on a flight:

        "Now #Bieber entourage gave autographed photos to Air Canada gate staff! To get in front of line! Bet that won't work for me ..."

        Fortunately, Bieber made it off the Rock, so all is well in the world.
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        An artist who marchedto his own beat

      

      
        You Say Party! We Say Die! drummer remembered as a bright, funny person who followed his passion

      

      
        By Francois Marchand, Vancouver Sun
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Devon Clifford never really liked structure, much to his parents' dismay.

        The drummer for Vancouver dance-rock band You Say Party! We Say Die! had always been the odd one in his family, a bright, fun-loving jokester who wanted to make as much noise as possible.

        Not surprisingly, Clifford's tendency to stay off the beaten path clashed with father Ron and mother Edna's lifestyle as teachers, but that never stopped him from reaching for his dream, and it didn't stop his parents from embracing Clifford's own choices.

        "Devon was the unstructured one in our group," Ron Clifford said via phone from the family home in Abbotsford. "He had the determination that both Edna and I had. He had the drive and determination to be in a band, play the drums and follow what he loved.

        "He was free to do that and we were so proud of him for taking that road that some of us wish we had the courage to take. He was lucky enough to meet another family in the music world. That road meant the world to him."

        Clifford's death after collapsing onstage during a concert at Vancouver's Rickshaw Theatre on Friday shocked fans and the local music community.

        Clifford was rushed to hospital where doctors found he had been living with an undiagnosed cerebral arteriovenous malformation, a congenital birth defect that caused massive bleeding in his brain. Doctors worked through the night to stop the bleeding, but Clifford did not survive.

        He would have celebrated his 31st birthday this Friday.

        "We never knew about [the AVM] until it happened," Edna Clifford said on the phone. "We saw him on Tuesday and he had just come back from a long tour and he said he was tired, but he would be tired because he just got back. I don't know. The doctors said there's nothing we could have done.

        "They worked really hard on Devon, they really tried to save him," she said, her voice swelling with emotion. "They couldn't. It was just something he was born with."

        For the band, losing Clifford meant much more than simply losing a friend.

        "He was my brother," singer Becky Ninkovic said tearfully over the phone. "He brought us so much laughter. He was the most intelligent and hilarious person. He was always able to make people laugh no matter what was going on. And he was a drummer through and through."

        Before Friday's concert, You Say Party! We Say Die! had been touring extensively supporting their latest release, XXXX, and were gearing up for European tour dates to happen over the summer.

        Having performed recently at Austin's South by Southwest festival and with a growing fan base in the U.S. and Europe, the band approached their homecoming concert Friday night buoyed by a sense of the momentum building behind them.

        "There was a real calm over the band before the performance," bassist Stephen O'Shea said. "The girls were warming up their vocals and they always do Cloudbusting by Kate Bush -- 'I just know that something good is gonna happen/And I don't know when/But saying it might even make it happen.' It was always a positive and inspiring piece for the girls to sing before we went onstage.

      

      
        "Usually, Derek [Adam, guitar], Devon and I would just mill about or leave. We all stayed in the room this time and listened. We enjoyed it for what it was. Then we had a long band huddle and gave each other a big hug, and then we lifted our fists in the centre of the circle and looked around at each other and smiled. That was a very special moment I'll always hold because we usually don't take as much time as we did."

        Later, midway through a song during the band's set, Clifford suddenly collapsed on his drum kit. When his distress became evident, Ninkovic asked the crowd to call an ambulance.

        "When he was being helped by the paramedics, Becky was holding his head and the last thing that Devon was asking for was, 'Where's the rest of the band?' " O'Shea said, his voice breaking. "He just cared about us so much. He just wanted us to be surrounding him."

        Clifford was born to play the drums.

        His mother recalled her son trying to learn the piano at a young age, then switching to the bagpipes, which he played for five years, and then falling in love with banging on the skins as loud as he could. After graduating from W.J. Mouat secondary in Abbotsford, Clifford's life would be dedicated to the sticks.

        "We always joked that his instruments got louder and louder," his mother said. "It was a good release for him because he always had a lot of nervous energy. And he loved it. Once he chose that path, he just put the blinders on. His goal was just to be the best drummer, and he worked and worked at that."

        Clifford was also a sharp writer and a fierce comic. He loved to laugh and loved to tell jokes, but he was always very kind and gentle, his mother said.

        "Devon Clifford was indeed one of the funniest people I knew," said Trevor Larocque of Paper Bag Records, the band's label. "His confidence and honesty were something I admired and I'm sure many of those who met him shared this feeling.

        "The music community lost a very special human being, loved by so many people around the world, and I will miss him tremendously."

        A dedicated humanitarian, Clifford worked with the Portland Hotel Society to help people in Vancouver's troubled Downtown Eastside.

        But of all people, none mattered more than his little sister Estee and his older brother James, who has Down syndrome.

        "Devon was always the one to protect him and he was his best friend," Edna Clifford said. "Same with Estee -- she was his sister and he bugged her, but at the same time he was so proud of her.

        "We want to say to musicians and parents, ' Even though your child has chosen a path that you might not have wanted him to or know will be a hard one for them, if they need that in their life, then let them follow their passion and encourage them and support them as best you can. Devon was really satisfied with his music. It was all about him, his band and their fans."

        A service will be held on Saturday at 2 p.m. at Cascade Community Church in Abbotsford.

        fmarchand@vancouversun.com
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        In the summer of 2007, Douglas Coupland staged an exhibition titled The Penguins at the Monte Clark Gallery in Toronto. The show featured a series of collages Coupland fashioned out of the classic paperbacks that are a staple of high school libraries. In creating these works, Coupland says, "I became really intimately aware of the Penguin cover language. It's very simple and obviously very successful. And what I realized once the show came out is what an emotional attachment people have to even the dreariest Penguin cover."

        "They're more deeply embedded inside of us than we realize," he adds.

        The Vancouver-based artist and writer covers similar material in his latest project, Speaking to the Past, which coincides with the 75th anniversary of Penguin, the publishing house founded by Allen Lane in 1935. The concept, like the Penguin design, is simple: Explain the year 2010 to someone living in the year 1935, using the iconic Penguin paperback cover as a frame.

        "Say you're talking to someone from 1935," says Coupland in a phone interview. "What could you tell them about 2010 that could make them go, 'Ooooh!'"

        Coupland explores the silly and the serious in his 25-odd covers (he created upwards of 30, but several could not be included because of copyright issues). "The Moon," one cover states, "We Stopped Going There 30 Years Ago." Another cover, showing an iPhone, states, "Dick Tracy Wristwatches are Real -- Except They're Better." One cover trumpets America's first black president, another warns against the increasing global population, while another laments "Lots of Movie Stars -- But It's Not the Same."

        Considering the uncertain future of physical books, a project such as this may not be possible in 75 years. Indeed, one of his covers states: "Every Book Ever Written Fits Into a Shoebox."

        "I tried to look at every dimension of society and figure out something that would create some sort of sense of psychic dislocation," explains Coupland, who began this as a personal project before showing it to some colleagues at Penguin Canada, who then asked if they could use it as part of the 75th anniversary celebrations. " What I like about the last five years is that the present is starting to feel futuristic, in a way it never really did in the '70s, '80s, '90s. And it's happening very quickly, too."

        Coupland hopes the project creates a dialogue; a visit to its online home gives visitors a template to create their own covers and upload them to the site. I mention that someone has already added his or her own creation.

        "Oh, what'd they do?" he asks, excited.

        "It's about Facebook," I reply. "'If Facebook were a country, it would be the third most populated.'"

        "Neat," he says, then laughs. "I hope we don't add ones like 'F---: It's Still a Swear Word,'" he says, though by the time the conversation ends a few minutes later, Coupland has reconsidered.

        "I'm going to go and try to do that swear word thing. Just watch and see if it makes it in there."
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        View the best photographs from hot spots around the world.
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        Astonishing photos of the EyjafjallajÃ¶kull volcano as it continues to pump massive clouds of ash over European skies.
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        TORONTO â�� Chris Bosh has proven not to be a superstar of the first order. 

        He is not LeBron James, Dwyane Wade or Kobe Bryant, a player that can carry an average team to extraordinary heights.

        That has led to speculation that Bosh, a five-time all-star, is not deserving of getting a maximum contract when he hits free agency this summer. But Bryan Colangelo, his boss for at least two more months as the president and general of the Toronto Raptors, left no doubt as to what Boshâ��s future earnings will be as he spoke with the media during his exit interview Monday.

        â��There are only three or four guys in the league who are franchise guys worth maximum contracts but quite a few more receive maximum contracts,â�� Colangelo said. â��Chris Bosh is our maximum-contract guy, who is considered the cornerstone of the franchise because of his abilities for the same reason heâ��s considered one the top players out there.

        â��Contracts are not always justifiable in sports, theyâ��re just not. But itâ��s a situation where Chris Bosh is considered a maximum contract player for multiple reasons.â��

        The issue, of course, is whether Bosh will be earning the maximum contract with the Raptors or with another team via a sign-and-trade. Bosh and Colangelo seem determined to work together, and for good reason. By signing with Toronto, or with another team via the Raptors, Bosh can earn an extra $30 million US than he could by simply leaving for another team. He could also get a sixth year added to a contract.

        And by signing and trading Bosh, the Raptors could get something in return for the departing Bosh instead of losing him for nothing. However, nobody knows what that net return could be.

        There simply is no blueprint for such a deal.

        â��Itâ��s an impossible question to answer,â�� Colangelo said. â��I know what Chris Boshâ��s value is in the market over the course of the last year and a half. But itâ��s a situation where, right now, because those conversations are not necessarily relevant or real time, I think itâ��s safe to say there are several teams (below the salary cap) with enough space to sign Chris outright.â��

        

        Colangelo is hoping Bosh chooses Toronto. With that in mind, he addressed one of Boshâ��s major concerns extensively Monday.

        Colangelo said that the Raptors have the go-ahead from Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainmentâ��s board to exceed the leagueâ��s luxury tax, which was set at $69.92 million this year and will drop next year. The Raptors have never exceeded the figure, which makes the offending team pay a dollar-for-dollar tax for the amount of money that team exceeds the mark by.

        When speaking with the media last Thursday, Bosh said that winning was his top priority, and that all of the contending teams are paying in excess of the luxury tax.

        â��Iâ��ve got scenarios where I can paint a picture that weâ��ll be a $3-million tax team,â�� Colangelo said. â��Iâ��ve got scenarios where weâ��ll be a $7-million tax team. And Iâ��ve got scenarios where weâ��ll be higher than that.â��

        Whether or not a Bosh-led Raptors team is worth going into the tax is a fair debate. 

        

        The Raptors have disappointed the past two years, with just 73 wins and zero playoff berths.

        Colangelo alluded to a fractured dressing room helping to bring down this yearâ��s version of the team.

        â��One thing that goes unnoticed or unwritten is that we failed at bridging some of the relationships per say in the locker-room,â�� Colangelo said, pointing to the absence of former Raptor Anthony Parker, an American-born player with international experience, as a key reason why these Raptors lacked unity.

        â��Thatâ��s something that I canâ��t say enough, because he was such a vital part and a stable force in that scenario whereas this year we didnâ��t seem to have that.â��

        National Post

        ekoreen@nationalpost.com
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        LOS ANGELES - The brother of actress Mo'Nique, who won an Oscar for her role in "Precious," apologized for molesting his sister over a period of about two years when they were both children.

        Gerald Imes told Oprah Winfrey in an appearance on her TV talk show that the abuse began when Mo'Nique was about 7 years old and he was 13, but that he had denied it for decades.

        "I'm here today to first acknowledge what I've been in denial for for 37 years, and that is I did assault and inappropriately touch my sister in manners that were uncomfortable for her," Imes said. "And for that, I apologize and I'm humbly sorry that those actions had taken place."

        Mo'Nique has previously spoken about the abuse, saying she drew on the pain inflicted by her brother to portray the vicious mother Mary Jones in the harrowing movie "Precious: Based on the novel 'Push' by Sapphire."

        She swept the board in the Hollywood awards season this year for her performance, and dedicated her Golden Globe for best supporting actress to victims of abuse.

        The movie also brought an Academy Award nomination for actress Gabourey Sidibe, who plays an obese teen twice impregnated by her father.

        "I knew very well who that monster was. I knew Mary Jones," Mo'Nique told Winfrey in an earlier interview.

        Imes said the fact that he was fuel for Mo'Nique's performance makes him feel like "a piece of crap."

        He said he has an especially hard time watching the last scene in the movie, in which Mary explains that the reason she hates her daughter is that Precious' father chose her over Mary.

        "That scene was Mo'Nique going to my mother saying, 'My brother did this to me,' and my mother asking me, did I do this, and I said no. I saw her pain and my pain right then and there," Imes said.

        Mo'Nique's mother, Alice Imes, told Winfrey she hoped the role of Mary Jones had helped her daughter.

        "I only hope with doing this, this can cleanse her heart. This can make her feel better about herself. Okay, it took until she was 42 to do this. I don't care how long it took. I'm just happy it happened," Alice Imes said.

        Mo'Nique, who has not seen her brother for more than 10 years, declined to appear on the show.

        (Reporting by Jill Serjeant; editing by Dean Goodman)
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        SAN FRANCISCO â�� Facebook on Monday began rolling out "community pages" that group users based on what they like and create potentially tempting targets for advertisers.

        

        Facebook is creating web pages devoted to topics such as music, cooking or yoga based on interests indicated by members of the world's leading online social networking service.

        

        Facebook users that become fans of topics will "communally own" the respective web pages, with lists of backers public information, Facebook software engineer Alex Li explained in a blog post.

        

        "Community Pages are a new type of Facebook Page dedicated to a topic or experience that is owned collectively by the community connected to it," Li said.

        

        "Just like official Pages for businesses, organizations and public figures, Community Pages let you connect with others who share similar interests and experiences."

        

        Community pages will be forums for sharing thoughts, expertise or insights regarding topics, according to Facebook.

        

        Pages will start with information from communally crafted online reference work Wikipedia but Facebook plans to eventually enlist people "passionate" about topics to contribute information.

        

        "Profiles no longer are a static list of likes and interests," Li said. "Now, they are a living map of all the connections that matter to you."

        

        Facebook recently replaced its "become a fan of" option with a "like" that members can click.

        

        People's home towns and work will be among the topics getting "connections," according to Facebook.

        

        The news came amid unconfirmed reports that Facebook is planning to let members indicate "likes" anywhere on the Internet and link those interests to their profiles at the social networking service.

        

        Pooling members in groups based on what they like could give Facebook a chance to cash in on advertising that targets people's interests.
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        The European Union has declared travelling a human right, and is launching a scheme to subsidize vacations with taxpayers' dollars for those too poor to afford their own trips.

        Antonio Tajani, the European Union commissioner for enterprise and industry, proposed a strategy that could cost European taxpayers hundreds of millions of euros a year, The Times of London reports.

        "Travelling for tourism today is a right. The way we spend our holidays is a formidable indicator of our quality of life," Mr. Tajani told a group of ministers at The European Tourism Stakeholders Conference in Madrid on April 15. Mr. Tajani was appointed to his post by Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.

        The plan -- just who gets to enjoy the travel package has yet to be determined -- would see taxpayers footing some of the vacation bill for seniors, youths between the ages of 18 and 25, disabled people, and families facing "difficult social, financial or personal" circumstances. The disabled and elderly can also be accompanied by one other person. The EU and its taxpayers are slated to fund 30% of the cost of these tours, which could range from youth exploring abandoned factories and power plants in Manchester to retirees taking discount trips to Madrid, all in the name of cultural appreciation.

        "The commission is literally considering paying people to go on holiday," Mats Persson, of pro-reform think-tank Open Europe, told Britain's News of the World. "In this economic climate, it's astonishing that the EU wants to bribe people with cheap holidays."

        Mr. Tajani said the program will be piloted until 2013, and then fully launched.

        Intended to instill a sense of cultural pride in Europeans, Mr. Tajani's human-rights travel will also help bridge the continent's north-south divide and pad resorts' business in their off-season, the Times reports.

        Northern Europeans will be encouraged to visit southern Europe, and vice versa. Mr. Tajani wants to ensure people's "right to be tourists" remains intact.

        National Post and news services
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        LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Prosecutors on Friday urged a California appeals court to deny a bid by the victim in Roman Polanski's sex crime to have the decades-old case against the film director thrown out.

        

        In court documents, prosecutors said Samantha Geimer, who was 13 years old when unlawful sex charges were brought against Polanski in 1977, has "no right or authority to dictate the outcome of a criminal case."

        

        Geimer has long sought to end the long-running legal case, arguing that she has become a victim of the battle to bring the fugitive director to justice.

        

        "Samantha Geimer was first victimized by Polanski. Whatever harm was done to her 33 years ago by Polanski is now a memory. Samantha Geimer is currently victimized by the judicial system in the maintenance of a prosecution, stale of fact and devoid of current purpose," her lawyer argued in court papers.

        

        Geimer was an aspiring child model in 1977 who went to a Hollywood house for a photo-shoot with Polanski. Now a mother of three children who lives quietly in Hawaii, she publicly forgave the director in 1997.

        

        Polanski, now 76, pleaded guilty to having unlawful sex with a minor but fled California in 1978 before being sentenced because he thought the judge at the time would make him spend more time in jail than he had agreed to in a plea bargain.

        

        The Oscar-winning director of The Pianist was arrested in Switzerland in September last year on a U.S. warrant and is currently under house arrest in Switzerland.

        

        Swiss officials have said they are awaiting the result of U.S. legal proceedings before deciding whether to extradite him.

        

        Prosecutors have demanded Polanski return to California for sentencing, which could see him spending years in jail.

        

        But Polanski's Los Angeles lawyers are trying to have him sentenced in his absence to the 42 days he already served in 1978 for a psychiatric evaluation. They have also claimed judicial misconduct in the original case.
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        For most of us, it's simply an inconvenience, but for those living in the shadow of Iceland's exploding volcano, it's a matter of survival.  Jas Johal reports.
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