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        Surrey mayor: 'I've had enough of this hornet's nest called Vaisakhi'

      

      
        Fed up with organizers, city may make big changes for future parades

      

      
        By Ted Colley, Surrey Now
        April 20, 2010 3:10 PM
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        A Surrey Sikh temple could find itself excluded from organizing future Vaisakhi parades after its members included a float bearing images of Sikh terrorists in Saturday's perambulation.

        "Enough is enough," Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts said Monday.

        "We've tried to work with that organizing committee for the last few years to keep this kind of thing out of the celebration and here we go again."

        A committee made up of members of the Dasmesh Darbar temple, 12885 85th Ave., has traditionally organized the Surrey parade. They support the movement for an independent Sikh state carved out of India and view the men in the images as martyrs to that cause. Most of the men, however, are viewed by Canadian authorities as terrorists or as being connected to terrorist organizations.

        The images include those of two Sikhs who assassinated Indian prime minister Indira Gandhi and that of Talwinder Singh Parmar, suspected mastermind of the Air India bombings. Parmar was never tried for the bombings as he was killed by Indian police before the case went to trial.

        Watts said having the images in the Vaisakhi parade is unacceptable and her patience with the Dasmesh Darbar committee is exhausted.

        The situation was made worse when a member of the Dasmesh Darbar committee went on Sher-E-Punjab radio last Thursday and made what many believe were veiled threats against two B.C. politicians.

        Inderjit Singh Bains appeared on a radio talk show two days before the parade saying Surrey MLA Dave Hayer and Vancouver MP Ujjal Dosanjh where not welcome at the Surrey festival, adding the two would be "responsible for their own safety and security" if they attended. Both men are moderate Sikhs who oppose violence.

        "We've been working with those organizers for an entire year," Watts said. "They gave us assurances that float would not go in. Right the day before, those comments were made and then, on the day of the parade, that float goes in."

        Bains' comments drew a demand for an apology from federal Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff and led B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell to boycott the Surrey event.

        Hayer, whose father was murdered for his opposition to Sikh terrorism, said Watts and city council have to end the politicization of Vaisakhi in Surrey.

        "The mayor of Surrey has to do something. The people were really upset these people were allowed to go ahead with this kind of thing," Hayer told the Now.

        "They must find a way to avoid this embarrassment for Surrey and the people here."

        Watts agreed.

        "He has a point. We have to look at a different format because I'm not going to go through this year after year. We're going to be looking at all our options for Vaisakhi."

        Asked if the city might take over the festival and run it as an official city event, Watts said that's one option that will be considered. What about taking the event away from Dasmesh Darbar and letting another Sikh temple organize it?

        "That's another option as well. We're going to review all of our options," Watts said.

        Bains could not be reached for comment before press time and requests for an interview with a spokesman from Dasmesh Darbar went unanswered.
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        A teenaged jogger is expected to recover after she was clipped by a bus while trying to cross Glover Road Friday afternoon.

        The accident took place at about 3:05 p.m., near 216th Street, in Milner.

        The 14-year-old girl and her brother were jogging south, when the girl turned to cross the road.

        A small school bus, with no children aboard, clipped the girl with its mirror, said Langley RCMP Cpl. Holly Marks.

        The jogger was taken to hospital, and her injuries are not considered life threatening.

        Marks said so far it appears that the girl did not notice the bus coming. She was using an iPod and crossed more than 100 metres from a crosswalk.

        The accident temporarily closed a portion of Glover Road for a few hours during rush hour Friday, while paramedics and police helped the girl, and Mounties investigated the accident.

        - This story first appeared as breaking news at: www.langleyadvance.com
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        By Matthew Claxton, Langley Advance
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The preliminary court hearing begins this week for two men charged with one of Langley's 2009 murders.

        On March 28, Kyle Llewelly Barber, 24, was stabbed to death at a Fraser Highway home in Otter.

        Police quickly arrested two men, Albert Jackman and Gregory Michael Barrett, and both now face second-degree murder charges.

        After the arrest, police said both the suspects had gang ties, but the killing was not thought to have been a gang hit.

        The preliminary hearing begins Thursday morning in Surrey Provincial Court. Preliminary hearings are almost always placed under publication bans, which means nothing can be reported about the evidence or witnesses.
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        Ridge Meadows RCMP is recommending assault with a weapon charges against a 54- year-old man after he attacked his son.

        This incident occurred at 5:30 p.m. on April 18 on Lougheed Highway in Maple Ridge.

        B.C. Ambulance Service took the son to Ridge Meadows Hospital for treatment of his injuries, which are believed to be non-life-threatening.

        The investigation is continuing.

        

        
          CHARGES RECOMMENDED
        

        Police are recommending impaired driving charges against a driver involved in a three-vehicle crash on April 17. The crash happened at 10:20 p.m. on Lougheed Highway near Park Road in Pitt Meadows. When police arrived on the scene they noticed on driver appeared to be drunk. He was found to be one and a half times over the legal blood alcohol limit.

        

        
          ELDERLY COUPLE ATTACKED
        

        Police arrested a 19-year-old man who assaulted an elderly couple and broke into their home on April 17.

        The incident occurred at 1:40 a.m. in an apartment in the 22400 block of 121 Avenue in Maple Ridge.

        He used pepper spray to get a 70-year-old man and his 61-year-old wife out of their apartment. He then locked the door.

        They were able to call the police who arrived and arrested the youth who was still inside the apartment.
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        And how green is it, any way, to hire five planes to fly a posse north?

        Only in the topsy-turvy world of environmental politics would a government rent a squadron of airplanes to jet a bunch of backslappers and media types into the middle-of-nowhere to prove how "green" they are.

        But that was the scenario Monday, as Gordon Campbell and a fleet of onlookers and supporters touched down at the tiny Hudson's Hope airport to witness the premier's announcement of the Site-C dam megaproject.

        The New Democrats said Campbell and his entourage flew in a rented Learjet -- "a Learjet for King Lear," as NDP energy critic John Horgan put it -- while four other airplanes were reserved for officials, dignitaries and reporters.

        The government wouldn't confirm the cost of the event -- or how many tonnes of greenhouse gases were spewed into the atmosphere to announce a project that will reduce greenhouse-gas emissions.

        But keep in mind Campbell was not announcing final approval of this massive energy project. That will only come after years of environmental-impact studies by several layers of government.

        Could there be any clearer indication that he's thinking of calling it quits in politics?

        Campbell looks to be in serious "legacy" mode at the moment. Just as W.A.C. Bennett left a legacy of giant hydroelectric dams -- Monday's announcement was made at the one named after the great man himself -- now Campbell seems to be thinking of how he'll be remembered when he's gone from office.

        With Campbell sinking lower in the polls than a snake's belly in a wagon rut, that exit could come sooner than later. And I suspect the premier was anxious to place his mark on what could be the last giant dam to be built in B.C.

        Think about it: "The Gordon M. Campbell Dam" has a nicer ring to it than "that damn Gordon Campbell" being uttered by angry anti-HST petition-signers all around B.C. these days.

        Making the Site-C announcement now might also be a way for the government to draw some attention away from that HST petition, and put some pressure on an NDP that is divided by the project.

        Horgan, for example, said Monday the NDP is opposed to Site C -- even though he's been on the record many times in the past as supporting it.

        "It would be as clean and green as any dam in North America," Horgan told The Province in 2007.

        Horgan said Monday he was concerned about the huge cost of the project, but that didn't seem to bother him in 2006 when he said: "We should pay a premium for renewables so that we can rid ourselves of technologies like coal, and [this is] why I get excited about the prospect of large projects like perhaps Site C."

        This is the same John Horgan who now has a picture of himself on his website holding a "Site C Sucks" sign. And it's the same Horgan who tore a strip off Campbell on Monday for spending taxpayers' money to make the announcement in such a remote location.

        "You announced an environmental review, not the second coming of Christ," Horgan said in the legislature.

        OK, maybe the news wasn't that big. But Campbell and the Liberals still hope this legacy project might discombobulate the NDP, and be the miracle they need to resurrect themselves in the polls.

        msmyth@theprovince.com
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        Georgian luger Nodar Kumaritashvili was thrown from the Whistler Sliding Centre track because his sled "compressed" and then acted like a catapult, says a report into his death, released Monday.

        "This bowing of the sled has not been seen before and was therefore not predictable by technical and safety experts," says the report by the International Luge Federation. "No athlete would have control in dealing with this type of 'catapult' effect."

        However, the report says that the $119-million Whistler track was much faster than it was designed to be. The designer was a German firm, Udo Gurgel -- IBG Design.

        "The original calculations called for a top speed around 136 kilometres per hour, while the actual top speed recorded was 153.98 km/h," says the report. "Although it was determined by [the luge federation] that this speed was within the ability of the luge athletes, it was determined that this was not a direction the federation would like to see the sport head."

        The 21-year-old Kumaritashvili died in his final training run Feb. 12, just hours before the 2010 Winter Olympics opening ceremonies. His sled left the track and slammed into a steel post.

        When asked Monday if the Vancouver Olympic organizing committee (VANOC) should have taken steps to slow the track, 2010 CEO John Furlong said organizers were never asked to do that by the three sport federations that OK'd its use.

        "The track was designed by professional designers for the site that we were on," Furlong said. "The sports could have made determinations after the track was built for us to do certain things. We didn't get that feedback or those recommendations."

        Furlong stressed that VANO C selected the designer and built the track in collaboration with both the luge federation and the International Bobsleighing and Tobogganing Federation.

        "There are very few of these designers in the world," he said, adding that, when the track is built, it goes through an exhaustive testing process, making sure it works properly and has the technical requirements for degree of difficulty and safety.

        He said he didn't think the report blamed anyone. "It concluded there was this lineup of unusual circumstances," he said.

        The report says: "The findings from examining the fatal run indicate that Nodar did commit driving errors starting in curve 15/16." It says Kumaritashvili hung on to curve 15 too long and tried to hold the sled down on curve 16, rather than letting it go high.

        When the Georgian luger lost control, the sled shot up toward the roof of the curve. The G-forces also caused a "strong downward pressure of the right shoulder," causing a "radical" steering motion.

        "Both actions literally served to pivot it in a similar way a sharp turn is made when a handbrake is applied to a car at a high rate of speed," says the report. "Nodar appears to have hit the wall at an exceptional angle that caused the sled to compress rather than break or bounce off. This resulted in the sled serving as a catapult when it decompressed, launching him and the sled into the air."

        In the wake of the accident, luge officials have written to organizers of the Sochi 2014 Olympics, saying the sliding track there won't be approved if speeds exceed 135 km/h.

        "No final determination has been made as to additional changes that may be needed to the Whistler Sliding Centre," the report adds.

        The track is scheduled to host a World Cup event in 2012 and the 2013 world championships.

        The International Olympic Committee said the luge federation had produced "a thorough report that clearly indicates that the accident was the consequence of a complex series of interrelated factors."

        dinwood@theprovince.com
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        Rally leads to today's march on MacDiarmid's local office
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        Vancouver's school-funding war is heating up with hundreds of angry parents set to march today on Education Minister Margaret MacDiarmid's Vancouver office.

        The parents -- who are supportive of the Vancouver School Board -- are afraid of looming cuts and are fired up by Victoria's salvo last week of parachuting a special adviser into the board's budget process.

        Parents are demanding the Liberals raise school funding across the province, rally organizer Matthew Quetton said.

        "Parents as a group are saying enough is enough," he said.

        "We feel the government is going to erode the essential quality of education."

        Several hundred people packed a rally Sunday at John Oliver Secondary School to protest school cuts. Organizers are expecting up to 1,000 parents and children from 30 schools to march today, Quetton said.

        The Education Ministry will increase funding to the Vancouver school system by $18 million next school year -- but the system needs an extra $36 million in order to cover rising salaries, benefits and other costs imposed by Victoria.

        The funding shortfall will force large teacher layoffs, as well as cuts to music, ESL and special-education programs, the board says.

        Instead, MacDiarmid ordered comptroller-general Cheryl Wenezenki-Yolland to look for administrative savings. She is to report back by May 31.

        School board chairwoman Patti Bacchus said she's encouraged by parents rallying against school cuts.

        "Parents are not falling" for government claims that funding for schools is higher than ever, Bacchus said.

        "It's like if I tell my child, 'I'm going to increase your allowance, but I'm also charging you for lunch' -- in the end you're going to come out behind."

        The board has already proposed about $3 million in administrative cuts, Bacchus said.

        Marchers will assemble at the corner of Broadway and Granville Street at 3:30 p.m. today, aiming to arrive at MacDiarmid's office at 1245 West Broadway at 4 p.m.

        
          scooper@theprovince.com
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        Fanatical runners that insist on charging up the Grouse Grind  -- even with the trail closed for winter and facing significant repairs -- are endangering themselves and may extend trail closures, according to a Metro Vancouver spokesman.

        The popular North Vancouver trail, owned by Grouse Mountain, is due for heavy repairs on steep and narrow upper portions that pose rockfall danger, Bill Morrell said Monday.

        The Grind usually opens in April or May, but will be delayed by weeks with construction work.

        But Metro Vancouver workers report a number of runners are ignoring the current winter closure. And there's no way crews will work on trails with runners dodging past them, possibly triggering dangerous rockfalls, Morrell said.

        "There are some Grinders that are religious about the [trail run]. The more people disregard the closure, the longer it will take for people to use the trail this year," Morrell said.

        "We're saying stay off, so we can get the work done."

        Morrell said Metro Vancouver can levy trespassing penalties to noncompliant Grinders.

        But the trail owner prefers to "appeal to people's sense of fair play and that they consider others' use of the trail," he said.

        While Metro Vancouver crews are raring to tackle trail maintenance, there is still a remnant of snow on the upper half of the 2.9-kilometre climb up Grouse Mountain, resort spokesman William Mbaho said.

        "The people that are running [the trail] could be snowshoeing still," Mbaho said, adding that Grouse's ski runs will be open until May 2.

        
          scooper@theprovince.com
        

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/Rogue+runners+interfering+with+Grouse+Grind+repairs/2927919/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        Frustrated First Nations, green groups call foul

      

      
        Gov't unwilling to listen, critics say
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        The Site C dam is an unnecessary, destructive megaproject that will increase greenhouse gas emissions, not reduce them, critics say.

        Premier Gordon Campbell's claim that it will power 410,000 homes is overstated, they add, arguing most of the hydro power generated will go to a future natural-gas extraction plant farther north and much of that natural gas will be exported to Alberta to fire oilsands production.

        "People have been misled about Site C right from the very beginning," Chief Roland Willson of the West Moberly First Nations told The Province on Monday.

        "We've got lots of power. This is not for residential use. It's going to go to the Horn River and facilitate the development and extraction of oilsands."

        The Horn River Shale Basin in the northeast corner of B.C. is the largest natural gas field in Canada.

        Willson said he feels ignored, despite lengthy negotiations so far.

        "They've been sitting at the [negotiating] table, but you might as well have a stick sitting at their end of the table," he said.

        "Just don't crap in our backyard and tell us it's a bed of roses."

        Brian Churchill of the Peace Valley Environmental Association says the premier's estimate of Site C greenhouse gas emissions is flawed.

        "Reservoirs produce greenhouse gases . . . through decomposition of all the plant material in them," he said from Hudson's Hope airstrip, where a group opposed to Site C tried to make their point.

        Churchill, a biologist, said the reservoir created by Site C would emit 74,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas per year.

        He added the loss of the forests that would be inundated by the reservoir would capture about the same amount of greenhouse gas.

        He noted the Liberal government is committed to building a transmission line to Fort Nelson, on the edge of the Horn River Shale Basin.

        "Richard Neufeld, the former energy minister, said the Horn River Basin would take 500 of the 900 megawatts of electricity from Site C and be used to produce natural gas," said Churchill.

        "Some of that natural gas is going to go to Fort McMurray [Alta.] to produce dirty oil [from the oilsands]."

        aivens@theprovince.com
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        We need all the energy we can build in B.C., premier says
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        War in the Peace broke out Monday even before Premier Gordon Campbell took the podium to announce the single most expensive project in B.C.

        Protesters chanting "No Site C!" dogged Campbell even before he got out of his plane with plans to flood the Peace River for a third time.

        The Site C dam -- $6.6 billion or more of it -- will flood a third swath of fertile Peace River Valley, but not if David Blaney and his ilk have their say.

        "Destroying a river valley is not green," said Blaney of the dam Campbell likes to refer to as a "clean energy project."

        Blaney and a crowd of about 60 were left behind as a who's who of Hydro employees was whisked into an invitation-only announcement at the W.A.C. Bennett Dam -- named for the former premier -- that is upriver from the proposed dam, which might be complete by 2020.

        "We need all the energy we can build in British Columbia," said Campbell in an election-style event, with four cabinet ministers and journalists flown in from around the province. "We want to be self-sufficient in electricity."

        The fight over whether to build the dam will divert attention away from the B.C. Liberals' poor performance in Victoria, but may just stir up another group of anti-government protesters.

        Technically, the government is simply putting the project forward for Phase 3 environmental hearings and negotiations with First Nations. If successful, design and construction would follow.

        B.C. Hydro consultant Jack Weisgerber -- the former aboriginal affairs minister and member of the B.C. Treaty Commission-- thinks a settlement can be made that's acceptable for both sides.

        As an example, he said the river valley is prime for First Nations hunting, and it remains to be seen how plentiful animals will be if a dam is built.

        "You have to mitigate or compensate," said Weisgerber.

        Mitigation and compensation may be the least expensive parts of the dam, which when last studied was valued in the range of $5 billion to $6.6 billion.

        Campbell had no guarantees Monday it wouldn't be even more expensive, saying advances in technology may shave costs while engineering and seismic requirements may be more stringent than when the budget was last studied.

        Energy Minister Blair Lekstrom, a local, said the building of the dam -- with its promise of 7,000 short-term construction jobs and 35,000 direct and indirect permanent jobs -- will keep the young from moving away from the Peace.

        "My dad worked as a welder on the W.A.C. Bennett Dam." said Lekstrom. "I learned a lot from him.

        "My work ethic comes from my dad. These dams helped build this province. I don't think you can find a better project."

        While environmental and First Nations issues may complicate things, most locals acknowledged that $6 billion in investment and the resulting electric grid will be good for the local economy.

        Mike Bernier, mayor of Dawson Creek, looked as if he was ready to start building on the spot, but conceded it will be a tough sell to some.

        "On the economic front, it's a great announcement," said Bernier. "After decades of waiting, at least we know which direction we're going.

      

      
        "But it's a tough decision politically, and one we need going forward.

        "There's some difficulties going forward, but there were in the period before we put in the W.A.C. Bennett Dam."

        iaustin@theprovince.com

        FAST FACTS

         - The $6-billion Site C dam will be one-kilometre long.

         - It will be the third dam on the Peace River -just east of the W.A.C. Bennett Dam and the Peace Canyon Dam.

         - About 5,400 hectares of prime agricultural land in the Peace River Valley will be flooded to create an 83-km reservoir that is two to three times the current width of the river.

         - The dam was first considered in 1976 but was rejected twice in later years by the Social Credit government.

         - The dam will provide 900 megawatts of capacity and provide enough electricity to power 410,000 homes for 100 years.

         - An electricity generating station will be on the Peace River near Fort St. John.

         - B.C. Hydro estimates the province's electricity needs will grow by 20 to 40 per cent over the next 20 years.

         - If the dam reaches the construction phase, it will take about seven years to build.
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        Shove-through attitude won't win votes

      

      
        Liberals should learn from Delta election upset, reconsider Site C

      

      
        By Brian Lewis, The Province
        April 20, 2010
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        Please forgive Vicki Huntington, the independent MLA from Delta South, for her skepticism over Monday's announcement that the long-proposed, $6.6-billion Site-C hydroelectric mega-project on the Peace River got a "green" light.

        Huntington and her Delta constituents, you see, have seen all this before, in their own backyard.

        They've seen an old and tired B.C. Liberal government resurrect well-worn, obsolete project ideas, ignore modern viable alternatives and, finally, ram them through despite public outcry.

        They saw it with the controversial South Fraser Perimeter Road, which is now under preliminary construction in Delta and Surrey and, like Site C, is destroying significant amounts of farmland. The idea of the perimeter road was kicked around for years but still trumped more current options for moving Deltaport freight.

        They saw it again when the Campbell government destroyed a Tsawwassen neighbourhood by choosing to run a high-voltage overhead transmission line through its heart to Vancouver Island, rather than bury the line or run it along a new non-residential route via Roberts Bank.

        At the time, I said if the Campbell government can behave like this in Delta's backyard, it's capable of similar behaviour in other backyards. Subsequently, it was the B.C. Liberals' actions in Delta that led to Huntington's upset election as B.C.'s only independent MLA last spring.

        Hence Monday, as the premier was making his Site-C announcement in Hudson's Hope, the politically astute Huntington (the late Tory cabinet minister Ron Huntington was her father and she's worked extensively on Parliament Hill) was in Victoria shaking her head in disbelief.

        Once again, she notes, the Campbell government reaches into the past for solutions to today's challenges while ignoring contemporary alternatives.

        "Site C will have huge impacts on the environment in a region that contains our northernmost agriculture," she says. "There's no science in this government's decision-making. They simply ignore it while focusing on delivering revenue to big business."

        Huntington is referring here to Site C's long history in which it has twice been rejected for sound environmental and economic reasons.

        Even now, many critics question the mega-project's need, since there are newer, enhanced alternative supply options such as conservation, wind power, solar, biomass and thermal energy. Even B.C. Hydro's latest outlook doesn't show a marked increase in net electricity demand until 2025.

        Forget about building the 900-megawatt project to export electricity on an interim basis to the U.S., where California is our only major market.

        The Golden State, which is still spitting mad about how it was mistreated by B.C. electricity exporters during its last energy crisis, only imports "green" energy now. It considers any hydroelectric resource over 30 megawatts to be anything but green.

        At home, Site C could be utilized to supply power for increased development of B.C.'s northern gas fields and to assist Alberta in its tarsands developments. Yes, we're talking fossil fuels here along with an 83-kilometre-long Site-C reservoir that would flood about 7,000 hectares of top-rated farmland.

        "I wonder what kind of province we will be passing on to the next generation?" Huntington asks. "I hope it's not just pavement and cement."

        blewis@theprovince.com
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        Too many doubts, defence says

      

      
        Weapons charges lack evidence, say lawyers for Jamie, Jarrod

      

      
        By John Bermingham, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Lawyers for Jamie and Jarrod Bacon have asked a Surrey Provincial Court judge to acquit their clients of weapons charges dating to April 2007.

        The two brothers were in court Monday as the lawyers made closing submissions in the Bacons' six-month trial for weapons' possession.

        Jamie's lawyer, Ken Westlake, said there are still more questions than answers in the prosecution case. And he submitted to Judge Jean Lytwyn that she can't draw conclusions if there's a reasonable doubt.

        "The only verdict that is open to you at the end of the day is an acquittal on all counts [because questions still exist]," said Westlake.

        Westlake said there's no proof Jamie Bacon had access to a secret gun compartment in an SUV, where handguns and ammunition were found in Surrey on April 13, 2007.

        Jamie's fingerprint on a magazine inside one of the weapons could have been made much earlier, he said.

        And there's no evidence his client accessed the gun compartment or even had any knowledge it was there, said Westlake.

        Crown prosecutors could have called Dennis Karbovanec as a witness, the registered owner of the SUV who is also a co-accused with Jamie Bacon in the 2007 Surrey Six murders, but they chose not to, said Westlake.

        He is the only person who could have answered key questions, because he knew about the secret compartment, said Westlake.

        Jarrod's lawyer, Mark Jette, said the case against his client is circumstantial.

        At first blush, said Jette, it looks like a strong case but, on a closer look, it creates too many doubts.

        "It's a circumstantial case from top to bottom," he said.

        Jette said a cupholder in the SUV, directly above the secret gun compartment, showed Jarrod's fingerprint.

        But the same cupholder also had prints from police officers. And there was no evidence of when Jarrod left the print or when the gun compartment was installed, he said.

        "We don't know when," said Jette. "And, most significantly, we don't know when this compartment was installed in the first place."

        And Jette said Jarrod's DNA, which was found on one of the gun's magazines, may have been transferred by someone other than his client, such as by sneezing.

        "This forensic evidence only goes so far," Jette said. He said it doesn't prove Jarrod Bacon ever had control of the weapon.

        During the long day of legal argument, both brothers sat in separate prisoner's boxes, their heads shaved and dressed in prison-issue red.

        Crown prosecutor Teresa Mitchell-Banks will present her closing submissions on Friday.

        Meanwhile, in an adjoining courtroom Monday, another brother, Jonathan Bacon, appeared at his retrial on drug-possession charges going back to 2005.

        Jonathan, who was not in custody, was released on his own recognizance and granted bail of $10,000 cash, with conditions. He's due back in court May 10.

        In March, the B.C. Court of Appeal overturned acquittals for Jonathan Bacon and two co-accused.

        But Westlake, who is also acting for Jonathan Bacon, told the court he's appealing that ruling to the Supreme Court of Canada.

        jbermingham@theprovince.com
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        Mom hunts son missing since 1989

      

      
        

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The mother of a man who went missing 21 years ago is hoping a Kelowna billboard may jog someone's memory -- or conscience -- about her son.

        Denise Allan, the mother of Charles Karoly Horvath who went missing from Kelowna in 1989, plans to put up a giant billboard to remind residents her son has never been found.

        Allan, who has visited Kelowna many times over the years from her home in England, has decided to try the tactic that has been used successfully elsewhere.

        Allan, who is raising money to cover billboard costs of $1,000 a month, hopes her public bid will prod someone who knows about her son's disappearance to come forward.

        Horvath was only 20 when he arrived in Kelowna in May 1989. He was to meet his mother May 11, 1989, in Hong Kong to celebrate both their birthdays.

        Police recovered his tent and belongings in the area's Tiny Town campground, but found no clues to his disappearance.

        Donations may be made c/o Linda Woods at The Compassionate Friends, 650 Gibson Rd., Kelowna, V1P 1C2. A tax receipt will be issued.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/hunts+missing+since+1989/2927926/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        Stranded in Paris, many travellers too anxious to be awed

      

      
        'It's frustrating, I'm worried'

      

      
        By Laura Baziuk, Special To The Province
        April 20, 2010
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        I'm trapped in the City of Light -- which might not be so bad if I knew when I could go home.

        I'm in Paris keeping a constant eye on my airline's website, because ash from the Iceland volcano is causing one of the worst travel disruptions in Europe's history.

        I had been travelling around Europe for nearly three weeks when the volcano shut things down last week.

        I was in London at the time, with plans to fly to Denmark to visit a friend before jetting down to Paris and then back to Vancouver.

        The low point for me came Thursday after I was forced to cut Denmark out of my itinerary and head straight to Paris by train.

        When I got to the station, a woman told me no trains were available out of London until Friday. Standing amid hundreds of other weary travellers trying to find a way out from under the ash cloud, I stared at her in disbelief and clenched my hands, tiny tears forming.

        Now what?

        I hefted my 12-kilogram backpack and decided to find a hostel, yet another unexpected expense. I managed to buy a train ticket online and got out of London on Friday afternoon.

        Now, I'm sitting in my friend's Paris apartment, admiring part of the Eiffel Tower out her window.

        I'm supposed to fly home tomorrow, but if the ash cloud keeps up and the airlines don't find a safe path to navigate, I'll be stuck. It's an extension of my holiday, sure, but it's frustrating not knowing where I'll be tomorrow. I'm just waiting for news.

        The people I've run into at the airport, train stations and hostels all know the same thing: The airspace will be closed until further notice. The volcano doesn't show any signs of stopping.

        I met a group of high-school students from Nova Scotia here in Paris, who may have nabbed one of the last flights into the U.K. before the airspace shut.

        John Stub, who teaches technology at the Strait Area Recreation Centre in Cape Breton, says the group arrived at Heathrow Airport in London early Thursday from Halifax, just as some of the first flights were cancelled.

        "We're not sweating so badly," Stub said at their hostel.

        They aren't stuck yet. But the group is set to fly back on Sunday from Rome, and he's closely monitoring the airline's website.

        Kevin Lichtenstein is stranded, too. But luckily for him, he's stranded at home in Vancouver.

        The 23-year-old was set to fly to Brighton, England, last Thursday to get back to medical school after Easter break. He heard news of the volcano and checked in with Air Canada. His flight has been rescheduled twice, and he's now scheduled to fly back to England on Friday. He says he'll miss five days of class.

        "It's a volcano. There's nothing they can do about it," Lichtenstein said over the phone. He can keep up with lectures online, but once authorities reopen the airspace, "I really do need to get back."

        I don't expect a lot of sympathy being stuck in a city like Paris. I'm enjoying picnics in parks, strolls through squares and luxurious meals of baguettes and brie.

        But I am still worried. I still just want to come home.

        Laura Baziuk will be working at The Province on a reporting internship this summer, after she returns from vacation.
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        Volleyballers find home in Olympic Oval

      

      
        

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Canadian men's and women's volleyball teams will make Richmond's Olympic Oval their new home.

        An announcement is expected today, revealing that part of the oval will be transformed into the Pacific Volleyball Centre of Excellence.

        "We need a world-class facility that can provide exceptional coaching and technical leadership and the Richmond Olympic Oval is an ideal location to nurture talent and enrich the lives of young participants from across B.C.," said Rick Hansen, president of the Rick Hansen Foundation and a former volleyball player.

        The oval was home to long-track speedskating during the Olympics.

        STRIKE AVERTED

        The workers who refuel planes at the Vancouver International Airport have reached a tentative agreement with their employer. The 73 members represented by the Public Service Alliance of Canada had voted to strike last week and Servisair had issued a lockout notice. But a marathon bargaining session ended with a tentative pact late Saturday. Details are not yet available.

        BLOOD REMAINS A PUZZLE

        Police are still puzzling over a puddle of blood found 10 days ago in the lobby of a Maple Ridge apartment building.

        Officers were called to the building in the 22200-block 122nd Avenue on April 9 and saw the blood but couldn't figure out how it came to be there.

        "Since that time we have reason to believe that a serious incident may have taken place in this area, and we're conducting a thorough investigation," Ridge Meadows RCMP Supt. Dave Walsh said in a news release. "We're asking for the public's help on this one."

        DRUGS, FIREARMS SEIZED

        A 23-year-old Surrey man is facing drug and firearms charges after two semi-automatic pistols, magazines, ammunition and marijuana were discovered by RCMP officers executing search warrants April 8 in two Surrey homes -- one in the 13600-block 67th Avenue and the other in the 15000-block 98th Avenue.

        Charged with possessing a restricted firearm, unauthorized possession of a firearm, careless storage of a firearm and possession for the purpose of trafficking is Andrew James Kocis.
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        Two years in prison for threats with loaded gun

      

      
        

      

      
        By Keith Fraser, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        A man with gang links wept Monday as he was sentenced to two years in jail for brandishing a firearm on a crowded downtown Vancouver street.

        Andrew Patrick Wigman, 31, pleaded guilty to possessing a restricted, prohibited firearm, occupying a vehicle with a firearm inside and assault with a weapon.

        On Nov. 7, 2005, while driving downtown with some friends, he spotted a passenger in a transit bus with whom he had a dispute.

        Wigman followed the bus until the other man got off near Dunsmuir and Granville streets.

        Wigman confronted the man, grabbing his jacket and pointing a loaded semi-automatic gun at his chest before head-butting him.

        The victim managed to slip out of his jacket and flee. He did not report the incident to police and has never been identified.

        Shocked witnesses on the street phoned 911 and police later arrested Wigman at gunpoint in an underground parking lot.

        Noting that the principles of denunciation and deterrence were paramount, B.C. Supreme Court Justice Arne Silverman sentenced Wigman to two years in jail plus three years' probation.

        "The public is entitled to not have people running around with loaded guns in downtown Vancouver," said the judge.

        "It's just not to be accepted." Wigman, a large man with short brown hair, broke down in tears as he sat in the prisoner's dock.

        He has a prior criminal record and had committed other offences -- including a weapons offence -- while out on bail for the current case.

        His new conditions of probation include that he continue to be basically banished from B.C. He is expected to be serving out his federal sentence in Manitoba.

        kfraser@theprovince.com
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        Up to 300,000 tonnes of CO2 freed

      

      
        

      

      
        Agence France-Presse
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Iceland's Eyjafjoell volcano is emitting between 150,000 and 300,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide per day, a figure placing it in the same emissions league as a small-to-medium European economy, experts said Monday.

        Assuming the composition of gas to be the same as in an earlier eruption on an adjacent volcano, "the CO2 flux of Eyjafjoell would be 150,000 tonnes per day," said Colin Macpherson, an Earth scientist at Britain's University of Durham.

        Patrick Allard of the Paris Institute for Global Physics gave what he described as a "top-range" estimate of 300,000 tonnes a day.

        Both insisted that these were only approximate estimates.

        Extrapolated over a year, the emissions would place the volcano 47th to 75th in the world table of emitters on a country-by-country basis, according to a database at the World Resources Institute that tracks environment and sustainable development.

        A 47th ranking would place it above Austria, Belarus, Portugal, Ireland, Finland, Bulgaria, Sweden, Denmark and Switzerland, according to this list, which relates to 2005.
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        New cloud heads for U.K.

      

      
        Officials hope all travel normal by Thursday

      

      
        Agence France-Presse
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        European governments opened the continent's airspace to new flights from today, giving hope to passengers around the world trapped by the cloud of volcano ash that has grounded airlines there.

        But British air traffic chiefs said late Monday that the Icelandic volcano at the source of the chaos had spewed a fresh cloud of ash, warning it was headed for Britain.

        On Monday, the dust that has blanketed much of Europe's skies forced the cancellation of another 20,000 flights, as Britain sent navy ships and other governments took their own measures to rescue stranded passengers.

        But under relentless pressure from airlines who have lost more than a billion dollars from the crisis so far, EU transport ministers agreed to ease restrictions today.

        "From tomorrow morning on, we should progressively see more planes start to fly," EU Transport commissioner Siim Kallas said.

        Europe's air-traffic control group Eurocontrol subsequently predicted that flights over the continent could be running normally again by Thursday.

        France said it was progressively reopening airports from Monday, with restricted flights from Paris to start early today.

        And although flights over Germany remained banned until today, some operated with special permission. German flag carrier Lufthansa announced the immediate resumption of all its long-haul flights Monday.

        Three KLM flights carrying passengers left Amsterdam-Schiphol airport on Monday for Shanghai, Dubai and New York, the Dutch transport minister announced.

        But hopes that the ash cloud nightmare might be over were tempered by the latest bulletin from British aviation chiefs.

        "The volcano eruption in Iceland has strengthened and a new ash cloud is spreading south and east towards the U.K.," said the National Air Traffic Services, which manages British airspace.

        It now looked less likely London airports would be reopened today, as had been hoped, although plans to open airspace in Scotland should still go ahead, said the air authority.

        In Europe, marooned passengers juggled rail, boat and road links, zigzagging across borders in desperate attempts to make it home -- whether to the other end of Europe or to the U.S.
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        Blaze claims woman

      

      
        

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        A woman died following a house fire in the 2500-block Burian Drive in Coquitlam early Monday.

        Coquitlam Fire and Rescue were called to the area shortly after 4:30 a.m. and arrived to find heavy smoke and flames coming from the front of the building.

        The woman was pulled from the rear of the residence and taken to Royal Columbian Hospital, where she later died.
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        Flag pranksters could face court

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Police are recommending charges against two Canadian men who replaced an American flag with the maple leaf flag after the Canadian men's hockey team won gold at the 2010 Winter Olympics.

        The district attorney is being asked to approve charges of flag desecration and vandalism against Ryan Smith, 25, and Matt Siefert, 26.

        The stars and stripes in question was flown atop a mountain in La Quinta, a resort town about halfway between Los Angeles and the Nevada border that is popular with Canadian snowbirds. The flag had been "maintained by a private citizen in honour of the Sept. 11, 2001, victims," according to police.
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        FBI alerts Victoria to cultured killer, age 80

      

      
        

      

      
        By Sandra McCulloch, Victoria Times Colonist
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The FBI is warning that one of its 10 most-wanted fugitives could be lurking in Victoria's bookstores.

        James J. "Whitey" Bulger, now 80, isn't a figment of some writer's imagination. He's a career criminal who's been on the run for 15 years. He also loves books -- history books, to be exact.

        Bulger's resume includes warrants for 19 murders in the early 1970s to mid-'80s, racketeering, conspiracy to commit murder, extortion and money-laundering, and distribution of narcotics. Most of these offences were connected to organized crime in Boston.

        Victoria's two major bookstores were visited last week by police on behalf of the FBI to warn staff to be keep an eye out for Bulger, an avid reader.

        "The FBI don't have any definite answers that he's in Victoria, but they're on the lookout for him," said Jim Munro, owner of Munro's Books on Government Street.

        "Apparently, he's quite a book lover and he's interested in history," Munro said Monday.

        The officers gave Munro and the management at Bolen's Books posters bearing Bulger's photo and a number to call.

        Munro is bemused that his quiet, iconic bookstore would become involved in a real police procedural story. "There are very few cultural murders -- it's very rare," he joked.

        Bulger is considered armed -- he carries a knife -- and extremely dangerous. He often walks on beaches and in parks with a woman. They both love animals, the FBI say.

        Bulger is between five-foot-seven and five-foot-nine tall. He weighs 150 to 160 pounds and has a medium build. His hair is white, his eyes blue and complexion light.

        Bulger has been known to alter his appearance through disguises and has numerous aliases. He has travelled throughout the U.S., Europe, Canada and Mexico.

        The FBI is offering a $2-million reward for information leading directly to Bulger's arrest. A call to the agency's Boston office Monday was not returned.

        On the web: http://www.fbi. gov/wanted/topten/fugitives/ bulger. htm.

        smcculloch@tc.canwest.com
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        Rats ate exam papers

      

      
        

      

      
        Agence France-Presse
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Nepalese university students awaiting results of end-of-year exams may be kept in suspense for a while longer after it was learned that many of their papers had been eaten by rats.

        Hundreds of unmarked papers from Tribhuvan University were sent to a local police station to be kept under lock and key, but were inadvertently placed in a store room infested with rats, a police official said Monday.
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        Well-done meat a cancer risk

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Next time you fire up the barbecue for a nice steak, consider rare and medium as cooking options, as new research suggests those who eat a lot of meat -- especially well-cooked meat -- have an increased chance of getting some types of cancer.

        The research, conducted at the University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, says well-done meat or meat cooked over high temperatures pose a higher bladder-cancer threat to those with certain genetic dispositions.

        The study was conducted over 12 years and factored in more than 1,700 people, nearly half of whom had cancer. Variation in the subjects' metabolism also had an impact on cancer risk, the study showed.
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        Tanning addicts drink more alcohol, smoke more pot

      

      
        Drug use twice rate of casual tanners

      

      
        Bloomberg
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        About one-third of U.S. college students who tried indoor tanning facilities were addicted to the artificial rays, and the addicts drank more alcohol and smoked more marijuana than other students, researchers have found.

        The compulsive tanners met psychological criteria for addiction gauged by two different measurers, according to the study published Monday by the medical journal Archives of Dermatology.

        About 42 per cent of tanning addicts reported using more than one drug in the previous month, twice the rate of casual tanners.

        Indoor tanning can cause skin cancer, premature skin aging and eye damage, according to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. The health overhaul signed by President Barack Obama last month will charge customers a 10-per-cent tax effective in July.

        Curbing the habits of sun-starved undergraduates may prove more difficult than previously thought, researchers wrote in the study.

        "Results suggest that treating an underlying mood disorder may be a necessary step in reducing cancer risk among those who frequently tan indoors," wrote the researchers from Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York and the State University of New York, Albany. "Individuals who use drugs may be more likely to develop dependence on indoor tanning because of a similar addictive process."

        The study evaluated 421 college students in 2006. The students answered surveys designed to evaluate drug addiction. The surveys were modified to measure tanning addiction.

        Questions included: "Do you ever feel guilty that you are using tanning beds or booths too much?" and "Do you try other non-tanning-related activities but find you really still like spending time in tanning beds or booths best of all?"
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        No smoking in parks, on beaches as of Sept. 1

      

      
        

      

      
        By Jack Keating, The Province
        April 20, 2010
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        Smoking will be banned in Vancouver parks and beaches effective Sept. 1.

        That was assured when the Vancouver parks board voted unanimously Monday night to approve a staff report recommending the bylaw to prohibit smoking in all parks and beaches be implemented after a four-month "education and awareness" program.

        Board chairman Aaron Jasper said he was "very, very supportive" of the ban, which will be implemented in more than 200 city parks and nearly 18 kilometres of beaches.

        "Even though it's an open space, the dangers of second-hand smoke are still there," said Jasper, who also cited the environmental concerns of cigarette butts littering beaches. "These are toxic pieces of garbage."

        The staff report noted that about 87 per cent of B.C. residents are non-smokers and said that "for many, a visit to the park or beach may be improved substantially if the environment were to be designated a smoke-free area."

        "The recommendation in this report is based on research and public feedback which suggests that the experience of visiting city parks will be enhanced by attempting to provide a healthier environment."

        White Rock, West Vancouver, Richmond, Whistler and Kelowna already have restrictions on smoking at beaches and parks, the report noted.

        Vancouver Coastal Health Authority, the Canadian Cancer Society, the Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Clean Air Coalition were among other organizations supporting the ban. The B.C. Civil Liberties Association was opposed. jkeating@theprovince.com

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/smoking+parks+beaches+Sept/2927942/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        Toyota recalling 34, O00 Land Cruiser, Lexus SUVs

      

      
        

      

      
        Agence France-Presse
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Toyota said Monday that the safety recall of its sports utility vehicles the Lexus GX 460 and some models of the Land Cruiser Prado will total 34,000 units worldwide.

        The Japanese car giant promised to fix problems with the vehicle stability control system that increase the risk of rollover accidents.

        Toyota has been hit by the biggest crisis in its history as it has issued recall notices for more than 10 million vehicles globally for defects with accelerator and brake systems in the past seven months.

        In the latest blow, Toyota announced a mass recall Monday after U.S. magazine Consumer Reports gave the Lexus GX 460 SUV a rare "Don't Buy: Safety Risk" rating because of a rollover danger.

        Later Monday Toyota said that "approximately 34,000 units worldwide are involved," raising the total from the less than 20,000 units previously announced for the U.S., Canada and Europe.

        It said it would recall 13,000 units of the GX 460 -- including about 9,400 units in the U.S., 1,000 units in Russia and 1,000 units in Oman.

        It also said it would recall 21,000 left-hand drive models of the Land Cruiser Prado, including 4,400 units in Oman, 4,000 units in Russia and 1,500 units in the United Arab Emirates.

        Toyota overtook General Motors in 2008 as the world's top automaker. But the safety issues that have plagued it have raised questions about whether it sacrificed its legendary quality to become No. 1.

        On Monday, Toyota agreed to pay a record $16.4-million fine in the United States for hiding its gas-pedal defects from regulators for months.
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        India adds 100m to poor register
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        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        India has added almost 100 million people to its list of the poor, a move that will give a total of 372 million access to state welfare schemes and subsidies, a government official said Monday.

        The recalculation of poverty measurements "takes into account population growth and spending on health and education, as well as food," a planning commission official said.

        The previous estimate of the number of poor in India -- the world's second most populous nation with 1.15 billion people -- was 275 million, based on 1994 population figures.

        The new poverty figures were officially approved over the weekend by the planning commission, India's premier economic policy-making body that is headed by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh.
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        Japanese automaker Toyota announced Monday the recall of some 7,500 Land Cruiser and Lexus sports utility vehicles in Europe due to potential rolling problems.

        The recall involves the Land Cruiser 150 (Prado) and the Lexus GX 460, and comes hours after 6,000 of the Lexus models were recalled in the U.S. amid concerns over the same issue, first raised by a U.S. magazine.

        "All customers owning one of the involved models will be personally notified in the coming days," said Toyota in a statement, adding there had been no reports of complaints or accidents linked to the issue in Europe.

        The recall was "in order to carry out a reprogramming of the Vehicle Stability Control software to improve its responsiveness," it said.

        The suspension system in some of the vehicles meant there was the possibility of the SUV sliding out when the driver made a sharp turn of the steering wheel at high speed, or was negotiating a right curve at speed, it said.

        "To date, there have been no reports of complaints or accidents linked to this issue in Europe," the statement said, adding that only left-hand vehicles in Europe were affected.

        Toyota suspended production and global sales of the Lexus GX 460 on Thursday after Consumer Reports gave it a rare "Don't Buy: Safety Risk" rating because of a rollover danger.

        When pushed to its limits, the SUV's rear "slid out until the vehicle was almost sideways before the electronic stability control system was able to regain control," the magazine said.

        The carmaker has come under intense scrutiny after it issued roughly 10.5 million recall notices worldwide in the past seven months.
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        Banking heir sailing west on 12,000 plastic bottles

      

      
        

      

      
        Bloomberg
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Banking heir David de Rothschild is sailing across the Pacific Ocean on 12,000 plastic bottles.

        The discarded containers were made into a catamaran called the Plastiki, which is heading for the Line Islands, 2,100 kilometres south of Hawaii, on a mission to showcase recycling. The crew includes two grandchildren of the late Norwegian adventurer Thor Heyerdahl, of Kon-Tiki fame.

        "I wanted to get people to think sensibly that waste isn't really waste, but merely inefficient design, and that we can turn it into a resource," de Rothschild, 31, said by satellite telephone as the boat sailed west from San Francisco.

        "Every day, we are seeing bits of trash floating past us. They look like jellyfish, but then we realize they are plastic bags."

        The Pacific is littered with trash, including one mass of swirling plastic at least 1,600 km across, said Charles Moore, an oceanographer who identified the conglomeration in 1999. Marine debris kills sea turtles, seals and sea birds and destroys coral reefs, said Timothy Ragen, executive director of the U.S. Marine Mammal Commission.

        The Plastiki crew is logging the GPS positions of trash it encounters, interacting with school classes via Skype calls, posting photos on its website, and growing bok choy, kale and chard in a hydroponic garden.

        The trip is an outreach of de Rothschild's London company, Adventure Ecology, which advocates for environmental causes, including ocean cleanup.

        De Rothschild said the Plastiki name pays homage to Heyerdahl's Kon-Tiki, a balsa raft he sailed from South America to Polynesia in 1947. That voyage tested a theory that indigenous peoples migrated across the ocean before Europeans landed in the Americas, Heyerdahl wrote in his 1950 book, Kon-Tiki.

        Heyerdahl's grandson, Olav, 32, and granddaughter, Josian, 26, are crewing on the Plastiki, along with a captain, videographer and first mate.

        At 18 metres, the Plastiki isn't large for an oceangoing vessel. It has encountered rough seas and a curious shark since leaving San Francisco on March 20 for the 5,500-km trip to the Line Islands, de Rothschild said.

        The Plastiki is stocked with dried meats, fruits and vegetables, and three litres of water per person per day. On the Net: www.theplastiki.com/.
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        The battle to form an Iraqi government was thrown wide open Monday after it was ordered that ballots cast in Baghdad be manually recounted, in a surprise move that could affect who leads the country.

        The judicial panel decision came after an appeal by incumbent Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki who, according to unofficial results, narrowly lost the March 7 vote to his rival and former premier, Iyad Allawi.

        Baghdad, with a total of 70 seats, was by far the biggest prize for parties competing in the second national election since the 2003 ouster of Saddam Hussein. The poll will eventually lead to a new parliament comprising 325 MPs.

        Although Maliki, a Shiite, came out ahead in the capital -- winning 26 seats to Allawi's 24 -- he alleged there had been manipulation in voting stations and that he had lost a total of 750,000 votes in five provinces, including Baghdad.

        The recount could lead to a wider winning margin for the premier in the capital, allowing him to eventually overturn his 89-91 defeat nationally to Allawi's secular Iraqiya coalition.

        Meanwhile, al-Qaida's top two commanders in Iraq have been killed in a joint U.S.-Iraqi military raid north of Baghdad.

        Abu Omar al-Baghdadi and Abu Ayub al-Masri were killed early Sunday in a shootout 10 kilometres from Tikrit, the home city of executed dictator Saddam Hussein.

        Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki, holding pictures of both men before and after their deaths, said al-Qaida was now "bleeding . . . and severely weakened."
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        Relief supplies poured into a remote Tibetan region in northwest China Monday as two women and a girl were rescued from the rubble more than five days after a quake that killed more than 2,000.

        Chinese authorities ramped up the disaster response, clogging roads leading into Qinghai province's Yushu prefecture with truckloads of food, tents and quilts, but warned that icy weather could bring more misery in the days ahead.

        In rare good news, rescuers pulled Wujin Cuomao, 68, and Cairen Baji, 4, out of a collapsed building in the town of Jiegu after relatives kept them alive by passing food and water into the debris.

        State television broadcast images of a healthy looking but anxious Wujin Cuomao being lifted onto a stretcher, while another rescue worker clad in orange was shown cradling the girl in his arms in an emergency vehicle.

        Both appeared to be ethnic Tibetans, who make up more than 90 per cent of the Chinese region's people.

        Another Tibetan woman in her 30s was also rescued after 130 hours under the ruins of a collapsed building, state TV said.

        Hundreds of kilometres away, Agence France-Presse journalists saw convoys of military trucks, civilian aid vehicles and ambulances heading to the disaster area on the Tibetan plateau, known as the "Roof of the World."

        The convoys will be a welcome sight after the authorities warned at the weekend that clothing, food and water remained in short supply, as President Hu Jintao visited the zone.

        The quake region is a rugged zone at an elevation of around 4,000 metres.
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        A violent incident at a Sikh temple on Sunday in Brampton, Ont., along with a controversial decision Saturday to allow photos of leaders from banned terrorist groups on to a float in the annual Vaisakhi parade in Surrey, have marred the image of the Sikh-Canadian community, according to one group.

        "Sikhism stands for peace, equality, democracy and all these beautiful values," Amanpreet Bal of the World Sikh Organization of Canada said Monday. "And yet you have these handful of people bringing a bad name to the entire community. These people may look Sikh from their appearance, but they do not represent Sikh values."

        On Sunday, four people were taken to hospital with non-life-threatening injuries after a brawl involving as many as 100 people broke out inside the Sri Guru Nanak Sikh Centre in Brampton, about 45 kilometres west of Toronto.

        The fight, reportedly involving machetes, knives and construction axes, was the result of a long-standing disagreement between two groups from the temple.

        Police charged three men. Officials from the temple refused comment.

        Const. Samantha Nulle said the incident was connected to a stabbing at another Ontario temple this month.

        Officers with the diversity unit of Peel police have been in contact with temple members in hopes of preventing another attack. The investigation is continuing and more people may be arrested, said Nulle.

        Bal also said parade organizers who allowed a pro-Khalistan float in the annual Vaisakhi parade in Surrey were asking for trouble because they were mixing politics with celebration.

        The float carried Khalistan flags and photos of leaders from banned terrorist groups, who are part of a movement for an independent Punjab region, separate from India.

        Organizers caused an even greater stir when they told Liberal MP Ujjal Dosanjh and Liberal MLA David Hayer they were not invited to the parade and they would attend at their own risk. Premier Gordon Campbell boycotted the celebration.
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        A study by the Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences reveals Chinese people have the "most favourable" heart-disease risk profile with about four per cent reporting two or more risk factors. South Asians were at eight per cent, whites 10 per cent and blacks 11 per cent. The factors for developing cardiovascular disease include smoking, obesity, diabetes and hypertension.
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        Prime Minister Stephen Harper lamented Monday that Karla Homolka is eligible to seek a pardon for her crime this summer -- and that 99 per cent of applications are approved by the National Parole Board.

        "The law will allow Karla Homolka to apply for a pardon this year," Harper told a gathering Monday to mark national crime victims week. "In fact, more than 99 per cent of pardon applications that reach the adjudication stage are granted."

        Harper's comments suggest that the government intends to go further than restricting pardons for sex offenders -- that others will also be included in new legislation designed to make pardons harder or even impossible to obtain for certain types of offenders.

        Public Safety Minister Vic Toews is planning to introduce new legislation this year to toughen the pardon system, in reaction to revelations earlier this month that sex offender Graham James, the disgraced former hockey coach, received a pardon three years ago.

        "Even though he ruined the lives of boys that just wanted to play hockey, he can travel without having to admit his criminal record," Harper said. "That, my friends, is how the laws have been written over the past few decades, written when soft-oncrime attitudes were fashionable and concern for criminals took priority over compassion for victims."

        Harper failed to mention that his government reviewed the system for sex-offender pardons in 2006 and opted for administrative tinkering rather than changing legislation to make pardons harder to obtain.

        Toews said he expects to table a bill by the fall.

        The National Parole Board follows legislation that gives it little leeway to deny pardons if applicants meet the conditions, and that their crime or public opinion is not a factor. Applicants must show they have led a crime-free life after sentence completion.

        Homolka was freed from prison in July 2005 after serving 12 years for manslaughter for helping her then-husband Paul Bernardo in the sex killings of two teens. Videotapes discovered after she had reached a plea bargain showed her to have a more active role.

        Homolka reportedly moved to the Caribbean with her second husband two years ago.
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        Former MP Rahim Jaffer is set to testify Wednesday in front of a Commons committee, the first time he will face questions since explosive allegations surfaced that he and his wife, former minister of state Helena Guergis, were photographed in the presence of cocaine users and prostitutes.

        The operations and estimates committee has called Jaffer and his business partner, Patrick Glemaud, to discuss issues surrounding the circumstances of meetings the pair had with government MPs that may have involved either or both seeking information about government funding involving their firm Green Power Generation Inc.

        "I think Canadians deserve answers . . . about what exactly is involved here," said Liberal MP Mark Holland. "What exactly was going on with all of this . . . rather nefarious activities that seem to be going on?"

        Jaffer is sure to face questions on a broader range of issues from reporters on events that have occurred since he last spoke in public on March 9.
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        One of two Nova Scotia brothers accused of a hate crime after a burning cross was found on the lawn of an interracial couple in February pleaded not guilty Monday, days after the couple's car was found engulfed in flames.

        Nathan Neil Rehberg, 20, and Justin Chad Rehberg, 19, were charged with public incitement of hatred, mischief and uttering threats in February.

        Michelle Lyon and Shayne Howe, who have five children together, discovered the fiery cross, with a noose hanging from it, on their front lawn Feb. 21.

        Their daughter had awoken to the sound of someone shouting death threats.

        Lyon found her Toyota Echo ablaze in what RCMP are calling a suspicious fire.

        Firefighters responded to a call around 1:50 Saturday morning, and found the car -- parked in front of the home -- engulfed in flames, said RCMP spokeswoman Sgt. Bridgit Leger.

        Leger acknowledged that because of the "sensitive nature" of the case, police "are leaving no stone unturned."
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        Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff made a pitch Monday to save the federal gun registry by proposing changes aimed at satisfying opponents on the Liberal benches who voted to scrap the contentious databank.

        Ignatieff said he would like to make it easier for firearms owners to register their long guns by streamlining the paperwork, removing renewal fees, and making it a ticketing offence, rather than a criminal one, for first-timers who fail to participate.

        "It would be wrong to ignore the frustration and legitimate criticisms we have heard about the registry," Ignatieff told a gathering of the Canadian Police Association.

        Conservative backbencher Candice Hoeppner introduced a private-member's bill last year to eliminate the registry and it passed by a 164-137 margin, with the help of Liberals and New Democrats in November. Ignatieff permitted a free vote among his MPs but will "whip" the vote the next time.

        NDP Leader Jack Layton said his party will also propose amendments to Hoeppner's bill.

        Hoeppner appealed to Liberals who supported the bill last year to vote with their constituents in mind, not their leader.

        "I think if they personally oppose the long-gun registry and their constituents oppose the long-gun registry, they certainly should vote against it," she said.

        The bill would eliminate the need to register rifles and shotguns. The requirement to register handguns would remain in place. The registry is separate from gun licensing, which permits owners to have firearms, but does not require them to list their possessions.
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        The real reasons why suicide bombers strike

      

      
        

      

      
        By Kris Kotarski, Calgary Herald
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        On April 2, just four days after two suicide bombers devastated the Lubyanka and Park Kultury metro stations in Moscow killing 40 rush-hour commuters, the Guardian published an article entitled Massacre in woods that brought war to Moscow's metro.

        Luke Harding, a Guardian reporter based in Russia, outlined the story of brothers Adlan, 16, and Arbi, 19, Mutsaev whose friends were killed by Russian commandos while picking garlic near the Chechen town of Achkoi-Martan in February.

        According to interviews conducted by the human rights group Memorial, security forces ambushed the garlic pickers and four of them were executed on site after being wounded by the initial salvos. Adlan was wounded, but managed to hide in a ditch for two days before making his way toward a nearby village. Meanwhile, Arbi was told to drag the wounded bodies of his friends through the snow before their execution. He was spared and eventually released.

        Harding profiled the case because following the Moscow attacks carried out by two female suicide bombers popularly known as Shahidkas or "black widows," Chechen insurgent leader Doku Umarov claimed the attacks were revenge for the killings of the garlic pickers and the mutilation of their remains.

        Harding noted that these events fit the pattern of vicious and ever-escalating violence perpetrated by the insurgents and the security forces, and the increasingly precarious situation of civilians in Chechnya and in Moscow caught in the middle of this conflict.

        The case is interesting because it illustrates motivations behind suicide terrorist attacks that aren't often mentioned by western politicians. In 2006, psychiatry Prof. Anne Speckhard from Georgetown University and psychology Prof. Khapta Akhmedova from Chechen State University profiled the Chechen black widows like Dzhennet Abdurakhmanova, 17, and Markha Ustarkhanova, 20, who attacked the Moscow metro.

        Looking in depth at a sample of 26 female bombers, they concluded that the death of a brother, a father or the rape of a female relative by Russian soldiers had traumatized every woman in their sample, and formed the motivation for their behaviour.

        "They do not appear coerced, drugged or otherwise enticed into these acts.

        On the contrary, they are self-recruited on the basis of seeking a means of enacting social justice, revenge and warfare against what they perceive as their nation's enemy. All the women in our sample had been deeply personally traumatized and bereaved by violent deaths in their near families or all about them, and we believe this formed the basis for their self-recruitment into terrorist organizations."

        Another raid in Paktia Province in Afghanistan, illustrates this dynamic as well. Here, NATO admitted earlier this month that its forces were responsible for a house raid that killed five civilians, a government official, his brother, and three female relatives, including two pregnant women and a teenager.

        Jerome Starkey, a Times of London correspondent who interviewed witnesses and examined the scene in the aftermath of the February raid, detailed how U.S. troops tried to cover up the killings by removing bullets from the bodies, and then lied about what happened claiming the men were insurgents and the women were already dead. The 80-year-old family patriarch vowed revenge.

      

      
        "I have lost patience. I am obliged to revenge my martyrs," he told ABC News. "I will destroy everything I have and will launch my own suicide attack. My heart is burning."

        University of Chicago Prof. Robert Pape has examined every known case of suicide terrorism from 1980 to 2005. In his 2005 book, Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism, Pape noted that the common narrative that terrorists are motivated by religious fervour does not stand up to statistical analysis.

        "There is little connection between suicide terrorism and Islamic fundamentalism, or any one of the world's religions," he wrote. "Rather, what nearly all suicide terrorist attacks have in common is a specific secular and strategic goal: to compel modern democracies to withdraw military forces from territory that the terrorists consider to be their homeland."

        Canadians should be mindful of this dynamic when debating the nature of our role in Afghanistan after 2011. We should also be mindful of the actions of our allies when deciding the utility and wisdom of any future military commitments, and the words of our politicians, who often paint simplistic portraits of our enemies.
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        As the world economy teeters on the fragile edge of recovery, even the most pessimistic of economic pundits did not build a giant volcanic eruption into their "what-if" scenarios.

        Yet, there it is in Iceland -- a gigantic volcanic eruption that has been spewing a huge cloud of volcanic ash across Europe. And it's not even the biggest or most active volcano on the island.

        The most significant consequence of this burp from the belly of our planet is the grounding of air traffic throughout Europe. Air transportation of people and goods has become so ubiquitous that any widespread closure has a knock-on effect. The economic devastation to Europe is billowing larger than the smoke and ash from Eyjafjallajokull's caldera.

        Desperate air carriers are pushing for a resumption of traffic following test runs that demonstrated no greater risk for passengers. We feel for the losses of airline businesses and their employees but we caution against rushing foolishly back to the skies. Scientists have drawn a bleak picture of how destructive volcanic ash is to an airliner's engines.

        The eruption is a little reminiscent of the day the Mount St. Helens volcano blew its top, but most of all it reinforces how insignificant we are.

        Mankind truly is just a thin smear of butter on Mother Nature's crust.

        What do you think? Email a brief comment, including your

        name and town to: provletters@theprovince.com.
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        Turbulent river

      

      
        

      

      
        By Jerry Mohs, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        I am sorry that five people lost their lives in 2003 when the Rutherford Creek Bridge washed out near Pemberton, but if you talk to some of the older residents you'll find that bridge was washed out several times before we had the run-of-the-river power project.

        The Rutherford is a very unstable area and there are lots of slides in that valley.

        The new bridge is nice but one day it will wash out, too. That is the nature of the Rutherford River.

        Jerry Mohs, Pemberton
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        No end in sight

      

      
        

      

      
        By Lynn Manley, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Stats Canada reports we have undergone a "kinder, gentler recession."

        Really? Have you really looked at what is going on in the country?

        I have a son who timed out on his employment insurance and had to take a $10 per hour job to pay bills -- and he's a welder. Most 20 some-things can't make enough to support themselves and those who are working probably have held two or three jobs already this year.

        Nobody is paying livable wages for our young or tradespeople.

        Wake up, people. Our recession is not even close to being over. When interest rates go up people will lose their homes and people will still be out of work.

        Lynn Manley, Maple Ridge
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        Classic Krieger

      

      
        

      

      
        By Drew Snider, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Not since the days of Len Norris has a cartoon brought a lump to my throat -- but Bob Krieger succeeded with his tribute to wrestler Gene Kiniski.

        Classy imagery, poignant and said it for a lot of us.

        Well done, Bob! Thanks, Gene.

        Drew Snider, Vancouver
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        Dishonest government

      

      
        

      

      
        By Debbie Atkinson, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        So the B.C. government is sending out a letter of defence against the fight to stop the HST.

        Now it wants us to know what the tax is all about.

        Who is paying for this letter? Is it coming out of Premier Gordon Campbell's pocket or the taxpayers? Likely the latter, just to add insult to injury.

        The anti-HST program doesn't cost taxpayers a cent -- it's all voluntary. So government is using the taxpayer to pay again.

        If the government had been up front and honest from the very beginning regarding the HST, we might not be going through this process at all.

        Debbie Atkinson, Langley
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        Balanced coverage

      

      
        

      

      
        By Mota Singh Jheeta, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        My sincere thanks and appreciation for your coverage on Vaisakhi "The Installation Day of the Khalsa."

        It is the first time I have read an accurate and truly balanced report published in a newspaper. Your article has helped the community to understand the religious and cultural background of Sikhs.

        Please keep up the good work.

        Mota Singh Jheeta, Surrey
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        Avoiding reality

      

      
        

      

      
        By David Poole, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Planet Earth is beseeching its denizens to conserve energy. So why is Bill Vander Zalm, so deliciously titled by Alan Fothringham as "Van de Slap," spilling these many megawatts uselessly on the ground?

        I abhor the HST as much as the next man, woman or alien but unlike Vander Zalm, my life has been lived as reality.

        The provincial government, just like the federal government and countless governments around the world, has been backed into the corner of strapped-for-cash. Its reaction again is common: cut spending (and every single spending cut has been opposed vigorously) but spend some bucks to keep the economy turning over and in the meantime gouge the unwashed masses for more revenue.

        The reality is that even if in some miraculous way the HST was overturned, it would be a temporary and futile victory.

        If not with HST then by some other manipulation, a government of any stripe will still get that revenue out of taxpayers' pockets.

        David Poole, Surrey
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        Vaisakhi was huge success despite negative headlines

      

      
        

      

      
        By Kanwal jit Singh Gill, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Vaisakhi parade in Surrey was a huge success.

        Despite rainy weather and the negative news headlines of some media, more than 100,000 people took part. It was amazing to see large crowds behaving nicely and participating in both religious and cultural activities.

        Thousands of volunteers worked hard to feed them with a variety of foods and drinks to more than a hundred thousand people. Every year we see more and more non-Sikhs taking part and enjoying the parade. Many young Canadian boys and girls even dressed up in Punjabi clothes with their friends. The whole thing was a huge success and I congratulate the organizers, volunteers and the public. I hope the celebrations will continue and grow in coming years.

        My only request to the media is not to make big negative headlines over the wrong comments or misunderstandings of a few politicians but to present the happy participation and celebration of more than 100,000 people to this great Vaisakhi day and parade.

        Kanwal jit Singh Gill, Surrey
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        Back chat

      

      
        A former organizer of the Celebration of Light fireworks festival says it needs another $350,000 by today or it may be history. Readers are divided over whether the firework show is worth keeping or has it run its course. Join the conversation at: theprovince.com

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Fizzled out

        This event has run its course in Vancouver. It was great during the '90s, OK in the '00s, but has now fizzled out.

        Like the Sea Festival, it needs to take its place in history.

        World-class event

        Of all the stupid things the various levels of government waste and spend money on throughout the year, you'd think they'd come up with the money to save a "world-class" event that the fireworks is for Vancouver and B.C.

        Make it a real contest

        The city is going about this all wrong. If this is a contest, have the countries pay an entry fee and win a cash prize. Only in Canada would we pay people for such an event. If it is truly a prize worth winning then countries will pay. If not, let it die and go away.

        Sponsorship stupidity

        Pretty stupid not to take ad sponsorship from Benson and Hedges. The government takes cigarette taxes.

        Missed priority

        Obviously the province of B.C. doesn't get it. It's OK to fund sports events, but when it comes to an event that provides such a boost to the businesses in the area and brings together over 250,000 people they just do not get it.

        I am sick and tired of hearing about the funding cuts by the B.C. government.

        Not worth it

        They always say this every year and find funding at the 11th hour.

        It's not worth the cost, and what does the city get out of it? It does nothing for Vancouver. It's just a waste of resources.

        Self-centred critic

        I rarely watch them because I live too far away, but I tend to think that if a quarter million people in a city of 2.5 million turn up to watch an event, it's probably good to keep it. It's a shame too many people are so self-centred that they can only support those things that are exclusively for them, and everything else should be shut down.

        Bleeding hearts

        All the bleeding left wingers can find money for useless programs like free housing, free injections sites but when there's an event that puts money into the economy that feeds all the freebies, there's no money left.

        This is what happens when you vote in bleeding hearts to run a city.

        Cancel it and audit it

        This is a privately run event so if the organization can't afford it, too bad. Better financial management is in order, not taxpayer funding.

        The easy answer is to cancel it and do a full audit of the financials just to find out where the downfall really is.
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        Editor's note

      

      
        

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        An editing error inserted Kevin Falcon's name as B.C. minister of education into a recent letter by Vancouver School Board trustee Sharon Gregson. Margaret MacDiarmid is minister of education. Apologies to Ms. Gregson, Mr. Falcon and Ms. MacDairmid.
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        TSX ends positive in late-day rally

      

      
        Bears dumping equity, commodity stocks in favour of currencies

      

      
        By Kim Covert, Financial Post; Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
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        A late-day rally helped some North American indexes start the week on a positive note, but for the most part, global stock markets closed lower on Monday as fraud charges laid Friday against Goldman Sachs continued to have an impact.

        The Toronto Stock Exchange's SP;/TSX composite index benefited from a late-afternoon push to close up 32.31 points, or 0.27 per cent, at 12,102.97. Six of the 10 sub-indexes gained ground Monday, led by financials.

        The Venture composite index was down 13.09 points, or 0.79 per cent, at 1,653.75.

        The price of crude oil fell for the eighth time in the past nine sessions, down $1.79 to $81.45 US a barrel, as the U.S. dollar gained in strength. Gold prices also fell $1.10 to $1,135.20 US an ounce.

        The loonie fell further from parity, closing at 98.54 cents US, down 16 basis points.

        "The market is awaiting what is the next step in this whole Goldman Sachs-SEC story, and we're also waiting on the Bank of Canada [to issue a decision on interest rates Tuesday]," said C.J. Gavsie, managing director for foreign-exchange trading in Toronto at the Bank of Montreal. "We're in a bit of a hold pattern."

        Financials led the resurgence on the SP;/ TSX, with all of the country's big banks posting gains. Royal Bank of Canada rose 0.99 per cent to $62, Bank of Nova Scotia was up 0.37 per cent to $52 and Toronto-Dominion Bank gained 1.1 per cent to $76.97.

        The energy sub-index managed to eke out a gain on Monday. Suncor was one of the best-performing stocks in that sector, rising 1.19 per cent to $34.05.

        Materials stocks did less well. Teck Resources was down 0.59 per cent to $42.42, while Potash Corp. of Saskatchewan dropped 0.58 per cent to $108.42.

        "Initial earnings reports . . . including those that came out [Monday] morning, have generally been ahead of expectations on both the top and bottom lines such as Citigroup and Halliburton, leaving bears looking for an excuse to sell," Colin Cieszynski, a market analyst with CMC Markets Canada, wrote in a research note Monday. "It appears they have found one for now in the SEC's case against Goldman Sachs, which appears to have sparked a defensive flight of capital as seen by the quick drops in equity and commodity prices and the rebound in the havens of first-resort U.S. dollar and Japanese yen [with gold and silver being generally accepted as the havens of last resort]."

        The Dow Jones industrial average managed a comeback late in the afternoon, closing the day up 73.39 points, or 0.67 per cent, at 11,092.05. The Nasdaq composite, however, stayed in negative territory, closing down 1.15 points, or 0.05 per cent, at 2,480.11.
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        Teachers set to take on CMHC

      

      
        Canada Guaranty will sell default insurance

      

      
        By Garry Marr, Financial Post; Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The $2.5-billion mortgage default insurance market is about to see a heavyweight battle, as one of the country's largest pension funds gets set to take on Canada Mortgage and Housing Corp.'s dominance.

        The Ontario Teachers Pension Plan finalized plans Friday to partner with National Guaranty Holdings Inc. to buy American International Group's Canadian operations. AIG has been operating under the name AIG United Guaranty Mortgage Insurance Co.

        AIG United was estimated to have grabbed five per cent of the market in Canada but the financial troubles of its parent company dragged its operations down in Canada. Some industry analysts suggested it might have even less than one per cent of the market.

        No price was disclosed on the deal but the Canadian unit had assets of $270 million and total equity of $118 million as of Dec. 31, 2009. That was down from assets of $274 million and total equity of $127 million as of Sept. 30, 2009.

        The teachers' group has unveiled a new brand called Canada Guaranty with a vow to win back market share. The pension fund is expected to use its clout to make sure all major banks offer Canada Guaranty's product, compared with the one bank that is said to have agreed to do so before the deal was announced.

        "We are very pleased to have strong Canada ownership," said Andy Charles, chief executive of Canada Guaranty, who was also the former CEO of AIG United. "We will be the only 100-per-cent Canadianowned private insurer."

        CMHC, a Crown corporation, is estimated to have close to 80 per cent of the marketplace with long-term industry player Genworth Financial Canada controlling the rest. At one point, there were five default mortgage insurers in Canada but two have left the country because of worsening financial conditions.

        Since the deal with Teachers was announced in January, Canada Guaranty has been working on getting its brand into the banks.

        "We've had dialogue with a number of significant lending institutions," said Charles. "Over the period of the next few years, we will focus hard on the larger lending institutions."

        He wouldn't say whether Canada Guaranty is more focused on stealing market share from CMHC or Genworth, saying it wants to challenge both. "For many years this marketplace operated as a duopoly. The fact we will be a third well-capitalized Canadian-owned entity will serve us well."

        The private insurers still face a competitive disadvantage with CMHC because the federal government backs 100 per cent of the corporation's loans but only 90 per cent per cent of the private insurers' loans.
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        Tulip market thinned by flight cancellations

      

      
        

      

      
        Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        A worker searches for sick tulip bulbs in flower fields just outside the northern Dutch town of Noordwijkerhout on Monday. Flowers produced from outside the Netherlands usually make

        up 25 per cent of Dutch auction house FloraHolland's sales, but this has dropped to five to 10 per cent in recent days due to flight cancellations caused by volcanic ash from Iceland.
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        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Paper and packaging firm Georgia-Pacific LLC said the Canadian government approved its acquisition of certain facilities in Ontario of bankrupt rival Grant Forest Products Inc.
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        Loonie flies lower

      

      
        

      

      
        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Canadian dollar fell Monday, its third day of losses since closing above parity with the U.S. dollar last week as fallout from fraud charges against investment bank Goldman Sachs continue to hurt markets.
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        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Investors are pouring more money than ever into Canada, drawn by earnings growth that almost equals China's and shares trading for 17 per cent less.

        International funds pumped in $2.7 billion in the past year as analysts forecast companies in the Standard  Poor's/TSX Composite Index will boost profits 42 per cent and pay the best dividends relative to global equities on record. The market value of Canadian stocks has risen the most among the 15 biggest nations this year. Prices rose 2.8 per cent and the Canadian dollar is up 3.6 per cent.
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        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Canadians have seen taxes grow much faster than any other household expense in the past 49 years, says the Fraser Institute.

        A report by the conservative think-tank showed average Canadian family taxes have risen by 1,624 per cent since 1961, while spending on housing rose by 1,198 per cent, food by 559 per cent and clothing by 526 per cent.

        It said that in 2009, the average Canadian family earned $69,175 and paid taxes of $28,878, 41.7 per cent of income. In 1961, the average Canadian family earned $5,000 and paid $1,675 in total taxes, 33.5 per cent of income.
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        Little angst over interest rates rising

      

      
        

      

      
        By Derek Abma, Financial Post; Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Mortgage interest rates may be on the rise, but a new poll shows little worry about this among Canadians holding mortgages.

        The Investors Group, in announcing results of its poll released Tuesday, said Canadians "may be overly confident that they can take higher borrowing costs in stride."

        Some of the results include 35 per cent of respondents saying they are not worried about their ability to make payments as interest rates rise, and 41 per cent saying it would take rate increases of three percentage points or more to "cause them to lose sleep."

        "Individuals aren't as concerned as we might have thought they were," said Peter Veselinovich, the Investors Group's vice-president of banking and mortgage operations. "And that probably differs from the response we would have got a generation ago, where debt was very much seen as that thing you wanted to pay down very quickly."

        Veselinovich said Canadians may be confident because they have a financial plan or they have a "blissful lack of knowledge."

        This online poll of 1,006 mortgage holders between March 30 and April 9 happened just as Canada's major banks were beginning what would be two separate sets of mortgage-rate hikes over about two weeks that would take benchmark rates for five-year, fixed-rate mortgages up 85 basis points to 6.1 per cent.

        More increases are expected to be triggered when the Bank of Canada begins raising its overnight target rate from a record-low 0.25 per cent, set about a year ago to mitigate the effects of the recession.

        There is growing speculation the rate could rise as soon as its next announcement on June 1.
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        Olympics boosts tourism

      

      
        Influx to B.C. in February mainly from U.S. motorists

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Thanks to visitors flocking to the Winter Olympics in Vancouver, travel to Canada posted a strong gain in February from the month before, Statistics Canada reported Monday.

        The number of non-residents entering Canada through B.C. rose 24 per cent between January and February as Vancouver hosted the Winter Games, the federal agency said.

        Driven by increases in travellers entering B.C., travel from the U.S. and overseas countries to Canada rose 5.2 per cent in February from the previous month.

        "There were 10.9 per cent more overseas residents and 29.1 per cent more United States residents who entered British Columbia for overnight trips in February compared with January," StatsCan said. "There was also a 40.8-percent gain in same-day car trips by U.S. residents during the month."

        B.C., however, wasn't the only beneficiary. Across the country, U.S. residents took 1.7 million trips to Canada in February for a 5.7-percent gain in travel. The number of same-day car trips by Americans to Canada also rose 7.3 per cent to 654,000 trips.

        Overseas residents made 370,000 trips to Canada in February, up 2.6 per cent from January.

        At 61.8 per cent, the biggest jump was in trips by people from the Netherlands. In second and third place, respectively, visits by Italians rose 19.7 per cent and forays to Canada by the Swiss climbed 18.6 per cent.

        The largest drop, at 21.8 per cent, was from India.

        Canadian residents took slightly fewer than 4.2 million trips outside of Canada in the same period, a 0.7 per cent decline from January.

        Same-day car trips to the U.S. fell two per cent in February, while the overall number of overnight trips by Canadians to the United States increased 0.2 per cent.

        Canadians also took 677,000 trips to overseas destinations, up one per cent from January.
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        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Finance Minister Jim Flaherty said there may be more instances of risk-taking with "other people's money" similar to those under which Goldman Sachs Group Inc. was charged April 16.

        "Looking at the industry overall, there are obvious concerns about what incentives were there in the system to encourage people to take risks with other people's money and still profit themselves," Flaherty said. "I doubt that this is the end."

        The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission is citing fraud and misrepresentation against the bank.
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        Comfort travel

      

      
        

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Fly to Bali with Cathay Pacific ( www.cathaypacific.com/ca,)between Sept. 13 and Nov. 30 from $1,059.

        On this trip, you'll travel in an economy class of comfort because the seats boasts fixed back shells ( www.cathaypacific.com/experience),which means that no one will recline into your space.

        Book online by Apr. 30.
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        Train travel building speed

      

      
        

      

      
        By Dorene Internicola, Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        After idling for decades, train travel in the United States, while not quite out of the station, is beginning to work up a healthy head of steam.

        And experts say that is thanks largely to the mounting hassles and tacked-on costs of travelling by air.

        "The airlines are prompting a renewed interest in rail travel," said Margie Jordan, CEO of ASAP Travel, based in Jacksonville, Florida.

        "Paying extra for checked bags, carryon bags, blankets, pillows, headsets, food, drinks and, in the case of Ryanair, even to use the toilet, people are looking for a less expensive option," she said. "It's nice to see the resurgence of a travel experience that had seemingly lost its lustre."

        Even though the pre-Second-World-War glory days of Art Deco dining cars and streamlined sophistication are long gone, Ypartnership, a travel marketing company, found that nine per cent of leisure travellers reported having taken at least one train trip during the past year.

        That's a hefty increase from the four-to-six per cent of previous years, according to CEO Peter Yesawich. And it includes more young people.

        "Traditionally train travel has been favoured by the older population," he said. "But it appears to be gaining among millennials and gen-Xers. That's a surprising observation."

        Not surprising is why.

        "Last year one out of five commercial flights were delayed or cancelled," he said. "And you're far more likely to get stuck in a middle seat because planes are flying so full."

        He added that if quality rail travel was more available, more comfortable and more convenient, people would opt out of other forms of transport.

        Eric Torkells, an editor for TripAdvisor.com,says the United States still chugs far behind Europe and Japan.
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        Pack your fat pants for Texas

      

      
        Watering holes and feeding troughs throughout the state are plentiful

      

      
        By Kevin Chong, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        "Barbecue is something that brings people together," explains Skeeter Miller, the effusive proprietor of the County Line BBQ in Austin, Texas, "which is why we host so many weddings and rehearsal dinners."

        Celebrating your nuptials by biting into a beef rib the size of a man's loafer might not sound appealing, but in Texas, barbecue is its own sacred institution.

        Miller, who looks and acts a little like a down-home Gary Busey, is like most Texans: an eager evangelist of lovingly smoked and seasoned meat.

        The County Line, founded in a onetime Moose lodge in 1975, offers a more homey, family-style eating experience in 10 locations across Texas. Its kitschy interior, which includes a "talking" bull mounted on the wall, and its use of dipping sauce makes local barbecue purists cringe, but we found their beef ribs, smoked for 18 hours, to be succulent and flavourful.

        "It sure beats eating mayonnaise," Miller joked.

        On a recent trip through the Lone Star State, travelling from cities like Austin and San Antonio in the hilly central region to the flatter, sun-parched terrain of the western half, we found no shortage of good spots for eating and drinking.

        In Austin, the progressive, black sheep city of Texas, we fell in love with Tex-Mex cuisine. At Torchy's Tacos, a chain of taquerias that began in a trailer, we sampled some of their inventively named tacos, such as the Trailer Park (fried chicken, green chilies and poblano ranch dressing), the Republican (jalapeno sausage and shredded cheese), and the Dirty Sanchez (a disgustingly monikered combination of scrambled eggs, escabeche carrots, and fried poblano chili). My favourite, however, was the rather plainly named Deep Fried Avocado. Start off your meal with a side order of chips with the fondue-like green-chili queso as your dipping condiment.

        At the Texas Chili Parlor, we sampled another state staple at an Austin institution that serves its hottest all-beef chili with an "XXX" warning on the menu and -- as a joke -- makes patrons sign a release. On our trip, I stuck to the "XX" medium-hot chili, and yet my mouth still felt like a blast furnace. The darkly lit, tavern-like Chili Parlor also offers other Tex-Mex favourites like enchiladas and tamales.

        If Texas has a state drink, it'd probably be the margarita. At Guero's Taco Bar, located in the trendy South Congress area of Austin, they take their tequila seriously, offering drinks with names like El Magnifico (Herradura Anejo tequila, Cointreau, and lime juice) and the Longhorn (Corzo Silver tequila, Cointreau, lime and orange juice).

        A favourite of University of Texas students, the Alamo Drafthouse has also been voted "Best Place To Take a First Date" by the Austin Chronicle because you can get dinner, drinks, and a movie all in one stop. Servers bring your meal and beer to your seat (a counter runs across each row of seats).

        For extra fun, check out the boozy sing-a-longs and quote-a-longs in which audiences sing and speak along to favourite songs.

        Austin prides itself as the "live music capital of the world." And while you can find great music almost anywhere you step, it's worth visiting an old-school honky tonk like Ginny's, where old cowboys and scarf-wearing college students can two-step to a cracking country band. On Sundays, the windowless tavern is home to "Chickens**t Bingo," in which patrons vie to guess which numbered square a live chicken will use to "mark its territory."

      

      
        On our way to San Antonio, we stopped 40 kilometres outside of Austin in Lockhart for Texas. Lockhart, a town of only 12,013 people, punches well above its weight as a barbecue mecca.

        Our first lunch destination, Kreuz Market, has been smoking meat since 1900 and in its current location, a converted red barn, you'll find a sign listing its traditions, which includes "No Barbecue Sauce (Nothing to Hide)."

        Like Kreuz Market, Smitty's offers the no-frills dining experience associated with traditional barbecue. Patrons line up at a counter of Lockhart eatery to make their order, which is served with white bread on butcher paper, and eat at tables in a brightly lit cafeteria.

        The lack of dining panache, however, is more than made up for by the sweet and flaky pork ribs and deliciously fatty brisket.

        While a trip to Texas is tasty and fun-filled, be sure to pack your fat pants, because we soon learn that friendly locals, who use "y'alls" in their conversation as frequently as Canadians use "eh," show their hospitality with food.

        MOSEY ON UP TO THESE TROUGHS

        1. Smitty's Market. 208 South Commerce Street, Lockhart, (512) 398-9344, www.smittysmarket.com.

        2. Texas Chili Parlor. 1409 Lavaca Street, Austin, (512) 472-2828, www.cactushill.com/TCP/home.htm.

        3. Guero's Taco Bar. 1412 South Congress Avenue, Austin, (512) 707-8232, www.guerostacobar.com.

        4. Kreuz Market. 619 N Colorado St, Lockhart, (512) 398-2361, www.kreuzmarket.com

        5. Alamo Drafthouse. 320 East 6th Street, Austin, (512) 476-1320, www.originalalamo.com.

        6. Torchy's Tacos. 1311 S. 1st St, Austin, (512) 366-0537, www. torchystacos.com.

        7. Ginny's Little Longhorn Saloon. 5434 Burnet Road, Austin, (512) 458-1813, www.ginnyslittlelonghorn.com.

        8. Mexican Manhattan. 110 Soledad St, San Antonio, (210) 223-3913, www.mexicanmanhattan.com.

        9. Food Shark. 105 S Highland Ave, Marfa, (432) 386-6540, www.foodsharkmarfa.com.

        10. County Line. Bee Cave Road, just past 360, (512) 327-1742, www.countyline.com.

        For more information on Texas and a free copy of the Texas State Travel Guide, Canadians can visit www.TravelTex.com or call 1-800-8888-TEX.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/Pack+your+pants+Texas/2927977/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
        Sports

        
            	
                All four wheels have come off -- Canucks look overmatched
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Blog seriously ... or not
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Canucks' season faces the torpedo
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Handzus holds the hot hand
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                The van provies nightly awards
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Is Vancouver defence being exposed once again in playoffs?
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Chirping's cheap but can go too far
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Sometimes the only offence is a good lawyer
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                It's Brodeur vs. Miller and Bryzgalov
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Hay quietly approaches victory mark
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                It's old home week for Henry
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                'Hulk' Playfair on NHL radar after big season
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Heat is on with playoff fever
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                F1 teams stalled by volcanic ash over Europe
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Surgery can't slow down Hamlin
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Gagne hangs 'em up after storied career
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Erkesso wins Boston
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Raptors keep up sales pitch to Bosh
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                No sign they miss injured Torres
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

            	
                Nadal opts to pass up Barcelona
                 [Tue, 20 Apr 19:52]
            

        

        
            | Up one level |
        

        

    
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
            


    
      
        All four wheels have come off -- Canucks look overmatched

      

      
        

      

      
        By Ed Willes, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              [image: Forward Brad Richardson celebrates his unassisted goal, which gave the Kings a 4-1 lead.]
            
          

          
            Forward Brad Richardson celebrates his unassisted goal, which gave the Kings a 4-1 lead.

            Photograph by: Harry How, Getty Images, The Province

          

        

      

      
        If you've followed the Vanc ouv er Canucks long enough, you're dimly aware anything can and will happen in the playoffs and, before the series with the L.A. Kings started, the faithful could certainly envision a series of circumstances that would spell disaster for their heroes.

        For example, they could foresee that Roberto Luongo, who's struggled since late January, might not be the super-goalie of popular imagination.

        And the penalty kill, which has been an issue for most of the season, would be an issue.

        And the Sedins, who were so splendid during the regular season, would struggle in their new role as superstars and Henrik, in particular, would have problems playing up to his Art Ross level.

        No, Canucks fans might not admit it, but they knew any one of these storylines might materialize in their opening-round series with the Angelenos and, if things were really going bad, they might have to worry about a couple of them rearing their ugly heads.

        But what they couldn't see, what they couldn't fathom in even their worst moments of paranoia, was all four taking place, and taking place to such a degree that the Canucks would start to look overmatched.

        OK, following Monday night's 5-3 defeat, the Canucks are only down 2-1 and a win on Wednesday night will calm the panic in the streets.

        But as things now stand -- with Luongo in an inexplicable funk; with a joke penalty kill; and with the Sedins missing in action -- the Canucks can't possibly win this series.

        And given everything we've seen from this team this season, that's the most shocking development of all.

        Monday night at the Staples Center, the Kings recorded a 5-3 win in Game 3, but it wasn't the score or even the series lead that should be of concern. It's the unthinkable developments, most of which concern their best players, that have started to take over the series.

        Let's start with Luongo. Not only has he been the second-best goalie thus far, he hasn't been particularly close to Jonathan Quick. Last night it was four goals on 16 shots, and the fourth one, off the stick of noted sniper Brad Richardson, was illogically weak.

        Luongo got the hook soon thereafter and the Canucks staged something of a comeback. But in the playoffs, you can't make a living coming back from 4-1 deficits, and there's been something dispiriting about Luongo's play.

        This raises the question, should Andrew Raycroft start Game 4? He won't, of course, but the mere fact that you can ask the question without sounding like a complete idiot tells you all you need to know about the Canucks' goaltending.

        Luongo's struggles were most visible on the penalty kill, where the Kings are now a surreal seven-for-12 on the series.

        As was the case in Game 2, the Canucks got off to a terrific start in Game 3, scoring the first goal and outshooting the Kings 9-2 over the first 10 minutes. Then Christian Ehrhoff took a needless slashing penalty and 31 seconds later, the remarkable Drew Doughty tied the game.

        And, as was the case in Game 2, the Canucks completely lost their way.

        Now, those are exactly the moments when their best players have to step up and re-establish momentum, but for the second straight game the twins couldn't do it. Oh, the call on Daniel's non-goal will make for some talk-show fodder today, particularly because it's now clear the NHL wants the Kings to win. But the lasting impression formed from this game wasn't the Canucks getting robbed or the bounces going against them.

        It was Michal Handzus checking Henrik to a standstill. It was the Canucks' blueline struggling to contain the Kings' big-body forwards. It was Luongo failing to provide the big save -- or any save, come to think of it. It was the penalty kill, which looks completely lost.

        Mostly it was a Canucks team that looked dazed, confused and more than a little unsure of itself. Wednesday night now becomes the ultimate litmus test for this team.

        That challenge would be daunting enough at the best of times. Under these circumstances, it's just downright scary.

        ewilles@theprovince.com
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        A lot of very serious hockey talk took place today on the live Canucks chat at our White Towel blog.

        And then this, from regular contributor Steve May: "Biggest star sighting at [Monday's] game? I say Alan Thicke. At least that will be the one that the CBC recognizes." And it went from there, with debate on who would have the bigger entourage: Michael Buble or Robin Thicke.

        Intriguing stuff. And good times too. Which is why we keep the ball rolling. We invite you to discuss Game 3 -- and look ahead to Game 4  -- today at 2 p.m. at theprovince.com/whitetowel

        Hopefully the boys in Los Angeles -- Jason Botchford, Ben Kuzma and Ed Willes -- can join us. Back in Vancouver, we may get Tony Gallagher, Jim Jamieson and Gord McIntyre. Whoever shows, we're sure to follow up on all the celebrity talk.

        And while you rifle through the paper looking for your Jannik Hansen poster (it's a good one), don't forget to pick up The Province on Wednesday, when we serve up Kevin Bieksa.

        See you on the chat.
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        Vancouver couldn't play worse on special teams, had to hook a struggling Roberto Luongo, and got a key goal overturned in controversial fashion by video replay officials in Toronto.

        And they still managed to stay in Monday's game late in the third period, a game they lost 5-3 to the L.A. Kings.

        If that makes Canucks fans feel any better, it shouldn't. Because there is no indication the Canucks can fix the problems which ail them, the problems which are poised to torpedo their season. Instead, those problems appear to be locked, and loaded like heat-seeking missiles, just waiting for Drew Doughty to pull a trigger.

        Forget killing an entire power play, the Canucks couldn't even kill a minute of one. Three power play goals, and one even strength softie for good measure powered the Kings to a frighteningly easy, special-teams fueled win.

        Alex Edler couldn't clear a puck. No one could pressure the point. Sami Salo either refused or failed to block shots. He was hardly alone. Luongo couldn't make a big save. And by the end of it, Doughty had tied a record for the most points by a defenceman in playoff game with four.

        "We have to lay it all on the line when we're killing," said Luongo, who has given up 12 goals in his past five periods played in the Staples Center.

        "We have got to block some shots and take some rebounds away. Obviously, we have to be able to kill penalties because we are not going to go penalty free every game."

        The bar is set so low right now for the Canucks special teams a squirrel couldn't limbo under it. Killing a penalty seems impossible, and getting a shot on the power play doesn't seem significantly more likely. The numbers are so stark they stood out like an airplane ad flying over the Masters.

        Three-for-three, that's what the L.A. Kings were on the power play, pushing their series rate to an astonishing seven-for-12.

        You don't see those kind of success rates in shootouts.

        "It just seems everything is going in," Luongo said. "Shots from the point are getting through, rebounds, stuff like that. They got a lot of traffic at the net. It's my job to fight through that and make a save. That being said, we have to be confident in our ability to kill a penalty."

        Confidence is in short supply on the Canucks PK-unit, one which Alain Vigneault vowed to keep together, saying he's reluctant to make any more personnel changes. We'll see.

        It wasn't just the three power play goals that were devastating, it was the ease with which the Kings scored them. The first came just 31 seconds into the Canucks failed attempt to kill an Ehrhoff slash in the first. A wide open Doughty -- and when he is he not? -- launched a point shot by Luongo. It tied a game the Canucks had been dominating.

        Lightweights on the road for most of the year, the Canucks started the game like heavyweights. They pounded the Kings in the first period. Edler knocked Ryan Smyth silly, and briefly out of the game. Steve Bernier took out Rich Clune hard into the boards. Jannik Hansen took his shot on Peter Harrold, knocking him down.

      

      
        Just six minutes into the game, the Canucks were up 1-0 and were out-shooting the Kings 7-1. But then came their penalty killing. New Coke was less of a disaster, and the 1990s Buffalo Bills less disappointing.

        The Doughty power play goal, allowed the Kings to stay in the game. The next two, both scored by Michael Handzus, let them take it over. He got his first 42 seconds into the Kings second power play, 4:06 into the middle frame, with Henrik Sedin in the sin bin after he was called for hanging all over Fredrik Modin behind the net.

        Handzus got his second 37 seconds into the Kings' third power play, 12:18 into the middle frame with Mason Raymond in the box for holding. That's three power play goals scored in less than two minutes of combined power play time.

        It left the Canucks looking inept, sloppy and worse mentally soft. That was only furthered when, deep in the Canucks zone, Brad Richardson stripped Aaron Rome of the puck, wheeled around and from an impossible angle poked the puck through Luongo's five hole which was flapping open like a tent's screen door.

        Luongo was chased from the game, and that actually helped the Canucks get back in it. Mikael Samuelsson scored a laser of a wrist shot late in the second to cut the lead to 4-2. Then, Alex Burrows put one in off of Daniel Sedin's skate. The goal was called back in Toronto, where it was ruled Daniel used a kicking motion to score the goal.

        NEXTUP

        at Los Angeles

        Wednesday, 7 p.m. CBC and TEAM 1040 AM

        With the Kings taking a 2-1 lead in the series, the Canucks will be in a fight for their lives at L.A.'s Staples Center when playoff action resumes in Game 4 of the Western Conference quarterfinal.
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        Michal Handzus was supposed to be the man of the moment Monday for what he could do without the puck. He did even more with it and it's why momentum has swung the way of the Los Angeles Kings in the Western Conference quarterfinal series.

        Handzus did a masterful job of shutting down Henrik Sedin in a mammoth matchup of centres and he also scored two power-play goals as the Kings claimed a 5-3 victory over the Vancouver Canucks in their first home playoff game in eight years. It was billed as Blackout Night for the faithful and that's exactly what it turned out to be for the Canucks' top line. It was a power outage.

        The Sedins had one shot through two periods. Handzus combined with Brad Richardson and Fredrik Modin for 10.

        "It's the playoffs," shrugged Handzus. "You play with a lot of desperation and don't want to get scored on. It wasn't perfect, but we'll take it. You have to play smart and play hard against them, and I thought we did a good job most of the night -- but not all the night. They're going to be better the next game."

        Not until Daniel Sedin tipped a Kevin Bieksa point shot home in the third period, with Henrik drawing the second assist, was the first line a factor. You could count a disallowed goal when Daniel kicked a puck past Jonathan Quick, but that would be splitting hairs. There wasn't the normal dominance, the tic-tac-toe and blind backhand passes to hog the highlight reels.

        Kings coach Terry Murray had two cards to play against the Sedin line. The trump card was to get Handzus out there to shut them down and win key faceoffs. Anze Kopitar was the wild card because the hulking first-line centre would force the Canucks' top trio to play well defensively, too. But Handzus was clearly the ace.

        "An outstanding game," marvelled Murray. "That's his strength, his game. He digs in for those situations and loves the challenge and knows before the game what his role is going to be."

        Add a dominating performance by the power play that went 3-for-3 and has already struck seven times in this series, and the Kings have a confident strut to that key part of the playoffs.

        "We have a good swagger to our power play and when we go out we expect to score," said defenceman Jack Johnson, who combined with partner Drew Doughty for seven points.

        Asked to elaborate on how the Kings feel they have the Canucks' penalty kill figured out, Johnson didn't give away any secrets.

        "We're scoring, that's all that matters. We're just trying not to be predictable and that's one of our strong suits -- our ability to create offence and work together on the back end. I think we're doing a great job and Drew has been getting open for me and making my job easy."

        Still, it looked like the Kings were getting caught up in the moment.

        They not only surrendered an early goal to Mason Raymond, the Kings weren't initiating in the first period. They were being pasted to the boards and the glass. Steve Bernier briefly knocked Rich Clune out of the game after he unloaded a big hit along the sideboards. Same thing when Alex Edler smashed Ryan Smyth. But the Kings were resilient and came on in waves when it mattered most. The Canucks couldn't say the same.
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        BEST UNDERSTATEMENT

        "We've been working on it in practice and seeing a lot of video. When you see their penalty kill and you see their flaws, you kind of open those up."

        -- Drew Doughty on his team's power play.

        BEST SUPPORT

        "I know he's going to bounce back, I traded for him in Florida. That's his character. I know he's going to bounce back with his A-game and we have to be prepared for it."

        -- Kings coach Terry Murray on Roberto Luongo.

        BEST LAMENESS

        "Go home, you hosers!" -- Kings fans yelling at Canucks fans. C'mon, this is L.A., you can do better.

        BEST QUOTE

        "I thought it was a very, very, extremely bad call."

        -- Henrik Sedin on the goal his brother Daniel scored which was overturned because it was ruled there was a kicking motion.

        BEST QUIP

        "Andrew Alberts was going to make it to the game, but when he tried to get on the plane he was called two minutes for boarding."

        BEST NICKNAME

        "A-Minor" for Alberts.

        BEST STAT

        The blocked shots in the first were 14-4 for L.A.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/provies+nightly+awards/2928018/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        Is Vancouver defence being exposed once again in playoffs?

      

      
        

      

      
        By Ben Kuzma, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        One game doesn't tell the whole tale, but another disturbing defensive chapter was written Monday in the postseason for the Canucks.

        Yes, they are missing the injured Willie Mitchell, but there should be a sufficient veteran presence not to get pushed around in their own zone and turn pucks over, and to establish a sufficient physical presence down low. After realizing that depth defenceman Andrew Alberts simply can't keep pace at this heightened level -- he took 23 minutes in penalties in the first two games of the Western Conference quarterfinal against the Kings-- the Canucks gladly welcomed Aaron Rome back for Game 3 after he recovered from an undisclosed injury.

        But in one play, it again showed the Northwest Division champions have some cracks in their armour that are growing wider with each outing. When Rome turned over the puck in the second period to Brad Richardson and it resulted in a soft goal that made it 4-1 and ended the night for the pulled Roberto Luongo, it was a warning sign. Rome looked like he may have been shaken up in a third-period collision with Dustin Brown.
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        Apparently, there is a yapping code in the NHL.

        Turning red and talking a blue streak is the game within the game and everybody acknowledges that it's either done to get under the opposition's skin or that it's the ultimate sign of respect when you target a star player. When it's done during a stoppage in play, it's accepted. Even applauded.

        That's what Alex Burrows has been doing to Drew Doughty and it's what Rich Clune attempted to do to Roberto Luongo. But when the barbs fly before the game, well, that's different.

        In the pregame warmup for Game 2 of the Western Conference quarterfinal series Saturday at GM Place, Clune had a few choice words for Luongo. He went at the Vancouver Canucks captain so hard that the Los Angeles Kings yapper has been told to tone it down and pick his spots.

        "He's got to rein that part in during the warmups," Kings coach Terry Murray said Monday. "You're out there to get prepared for the game. You're not out there to cruise the red line and be jabbing each other with verbal shots or throwing pucks at each other.

        "The emotional part is his game but it has to be controlled. If he doesn't show it through physical play or chirping a bit, what is he going to do for me?"

        Clune was tight-lipped when asked what he actually said to the Canucks goaltender.

        "I was congratulating him for the Olympics," deadpanned Clune, a forward.

        "I got into a little trouble and I'm not allowed to talk about that. It's playoffs, you know. Let them know you're there and that you're coming for them.

        "We've got to get to the net and we've got to bump him and put sticks in his face and be in his ear. We have the last change, so it might be easier for the coach to use me. I'm looking forward to that."

        So, what did Luongo say in return?

        "Uh, I don't know, he responded. "I couldn't hear him."

        Clune was so excited to make his playoff debut Saturday that he couldn't remember how he spread the news before logging 6:31 in the 3-2 overtime win for the Kings.

        "I texted some girl, I don't know," he shrugged.

        "I was excited because I watched the first game and got goose bumps up my arms. I just wanted to go in and help any way I could. I thought I rushed things with the puck because I was nervous."

        He also rushed things with his mouth.

        Meanwhile, Doughty knows what Burrows is trying to achieve by being in his ear.

        The standout Kings defenceman is just 20 years old, but is already being mentioned in the same breath as Norris Trophy candidates. And when you log 56 minutes in the first two series games, you're going to attract attention.

        "Obviously, I'm a key guy in their minds and they don't want me playing my game and they want me in the box more than [on] the ice," said Doughty.

        "It's a good thing to know that I'm in the other team's head. You can let him [Burrows] chew your ear off, but you don't really have to listen to him and the first game I kind of got involved in it and got a penalty and it could have been costly. Second game, I did a lot better and kind of stayed away from it and didn't let it affect my game.

        "We've hated each for a while and we've had our battles back and forth -- even starting last year.

        "It's not that we don't enjoy playing the Canucks, but we just don't like them as a team. They're tough to play against and have a lot of those guys who are chirpy and try to get under your skin. We have to try and block that out and keep playing our game."

        bkuzma@theprovince.com
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        Sometimes the only offence is a good lawyer

      

      
        

      

      
        By Mike Halford, Jason Brough, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        For the record, here's what the CBC post-game panel had to say about the disallowed Vancouver goal: Mike Milbury said it was a good goal; Kelly Hrudey said it was no goal; and Ron MacLean said it's not the referee's fault, Burrows must be lying.

        We hate to complain about yet another thing, but remember the Kings' first goal last night?

        It came on the power play. Scored by Drew Doughty.

        We're not complaining about the goal, per se; we're complaining about the penalty that produced the man advantage, the one on Christian Ehrhoff, who the referee alleged broke Brad Richardson's stick with a slash.

        If the referee didn't actually see the slash, the evidence in the form of Richardson's broken stick lying on the ice was "all the referee would've needed to make the call," or so the announcers like to say every time this happens.

        And make no mistake -- this happens all the time in today's NHL: A fancy one-piece stick gets split in half, an automatic minor follows.

        But is this fair?

        Couldn't there be another reason the stick broke?

        What the offending players need is a viable defence strategy.

        Like when you get a speeding ticket and go to court and ask the cop if he calibrated the radar gun before clocking you doing 80 in a school zone.

        So ... did the slashing "victim" calibrate his stick before the game?

        Can he be absolutely positive that his stick was in perfect working order before the alleged slash? (Remember, he's under oath.)

        Did his stick come into contact with anything else before the alleged slash that might've affected the stick's integrity?

        Is it indeed possible that the slashing "victim" was already playing with a broken stick, in which case he himself would be assessed a two-minute minor?

        These questions must be asked and answered.

        Until then, there will be no justice.

         - In the meantime, we'll keep trying to figure out other creative ways to stop all the damn Vancouver penalties.

        If your best penalty killer's supposed to be your goalie, the Canucks are in trouble.

        Through three games, Roberto Luongo has stopped just 13 of 20 shots when the Kings are on the power play.

        Meanwhile, Boston goalie Tuuka Rask has stopped 17 of 17 shots with Buffalo on the power play and Colorado goalie Craig Anderson has allowed just two goals on 46 San Jose power-play shots.

         - One of the worst parts about Luongo struggling on the road has to be how simply his last name can be chanted in taunt form by the crowd.

        With multiple syllables to work with, it's much easier for Kings' fans to give Luongo the "Turrrr-co" treatment than it is for Canucks' fans to give it to Jonathan Quick.

        What did we come up with on Saturday at GM Place? "Not that Quick! Not that Quick!" It's just not the same.

        The Internet is a cruel place.

        Following the Kings' fourth goal, a few of the folks on Twitter tried to get "ROFLberto" and "LOLongo" to start trending ... and they very nearly succeeded.

         - Jim Hughson mentioned during the first period that he'd been reading an online fan chat forum where the participants were trying to come up with a nickname for Alex Edler.

        Hughson thought "Lil' Ollie" was the best one, in deference to former Canuck Mattias Ohlund, who Edler idolized.

        And that'd be a great nickname ... if Edler were a Swedish children's cartoon, or possibly a billy goat. Otherwise, it's a bit soft.

         - Not only did noted Los Angeles bass-baritone Alan Held mangle the lyrics to O Canada ( "true patriot love, from all thy son's command") before the game, he also appeared to be checking his cellphone during the performance. Perhaps for the correct words?

        That or he had a killer game of Brick Breaker going on.

        Mike Milbury on the Kyle Well-wood-to-Aaron Rome turnover that led to Brad Richardson's goal: "What is Wellwood smoking here?" Well, if we had to guess, it would be apricot-flavoured tobacco from a hookah named "Kyle's Kannon."
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        It's Brodeur vs. Miller and Bryzgalov

      

      
        3 goalies' numbers are the goods

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Perennial Vezina Trophy candidate Martin Brodeur is up against two first-time finalists for the NHL's award as the top goaltender.

        The New Jersey Devils stopper, who is a finalist for the ninth time in his career, is vying for his fifth career Vezina Trophy. Also up for the honour are Buffalo Sabres goalie Ryan Miller and Phoenix Coyotes puck blocker Ilya Bryzgalov.

        The winner will be announced during the NHL's annual awards ceremony on June 23 in Las Vegas. The three finalists are based on voting by the league's 30 general managers.

        Brodeur won 45 games and posted nine shutouts to lead all goaltenders in a league-high 77 games. The 37-year-old also led the Devils to the Jennings Trophy, which is awarded to the team with the lowest goals-against average.

        The Montreal native, who now has eight 40-win seasons, is the NHL's all-time shutout leader, surpassing Terry Sawchuk this past season. Brodeur won the Vezina in 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2008.

        Bryzgalov, meanwhile, had career highs in wins (42), games (69), shutouts (eight), goals-against average (2.29) and save percentage (. 920) to lead the Coyotes to franchise records in wins (50) and points (107).

        The 29-year-old Russian posted a 19-8-2 record during his final 29 starts of the season, as he led the Coyotes to the playoffs for the first time since 2002.

        Miller guided the Sabres to top spot in the Northeast Division for the second time in the past four years. His 41 wins were a franchise record and ranked him fourth in the league.

        The 29-year-old native of East Lansing, Mich., was second in the league with a 2.22 GAA and a .929 save percentage. He also tied his career high with five shutouts.

        After leading the U.S. to a silver medal at the Vancouver Olympics, Miller went 9-2-1 in his next 12 decisions.
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        Hay quietly approaches victory mark

      

      
        

      

      
        By Steve Ewen, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Vancouver Giants follow Don Hay's lead, even when it comes to not saying much about him closing in on a WHL record.

        Hay, the Giants coach, is one win shy of the league all-time playoff record of 101, set by former Portland Winterhawks bench boss Ken Hodge. Giants forward Brett Breitkreuz insists it's something that's rarely discussed among the players, in large part because Hay isn't mentioning it.

        "He's not worrying about it, so neither are we," said Breitkreuz, who contends that most of the Giants found out about Hay's pursuit of the Hodge mark from play-by-play man Morley Scott.

        "He's a business-as-usual type guy and he wants us to focus on the task at hand.

        "He's not worried about personal accomplishments. He walks the walk that way. He wants his players to play as a cohesive unit and not worry about who is getting the glory."

        Hodge went 101-94 in the playoffs over 17 years with the Winterhawks and the Edmonton Oil Kings. Hay is 100-54 in 11 postseason appearances divided among the Giants, Kamloops Blazers and Tri-City Americans. Fifty-eight of his wins have come since going behind Vancouver's bench in 2004-05.

        NO AMER ICAN LOYALTY: Vancouver defenceman Nolan Toigo doesn't consider himself a former American, even though Tri-City had his rights for a time.

        Toigo left the Giants early in the 2007-08 season, saying that he had lost interest in the WHL grind.

        Just before the Jan. 10 trade deadline that campaign, the Giants shipped his rights to the Americans for a conditional sixth-round draft choice.

        Toigo says that he had actually heard from Tri-City folk initially just a few days after he originally left Vancouver, but he opted to play instead with the Junior A Surrey Eagles.

        "I considered it," said Toigo. "I wasn't really huge on the idea of going down there. It wasn't anything to do with the organization. I just didn't want to go down there and play."

        As for being an ex-American, Toigo explained: "I never put the jersey on, I never suited up in their dressing room in their rink."

        The trade wasn't finalized and Toigo eventually went back on Vancouver's protected list. He opted to return to Vancouver full-time this year.

        OPENING FOR JAW: While Giants players and fans are thinking about the here and now, the team brass has to still focus at times on the future. To that end, they had forward Brayden Jaw, who will be 18 later this month, at their practice facility Monday for a recruiting visit.

        Jaw had 13 goals, 34 points and 41 penalty minutes in 58 regular season games with the BCHL's Nanaimo Clippers this past season.
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        It's old home week for Henry

      

      
        Vancouver's Winnipegger faces hometown friends in series

      

      
        By Steve Ewen, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              [image: Giants' James Henry grabs at high-flying puck while teammate Milan Kytnat (left ) and Portland's Eric Doyle watch on. Vancouver won series over the Winterhawks to advance to Western Conference final.]
            
          

          
            Giants' James Henry grabs at high-flying puck while teammate Milan Kytnat (left ) and Portland's Eric Doyle watch on. Vancouver won series over the Winterhawks to advance to Western Conference final.

            Photograph by: Gerry Kahrmann, PNG files, The Province

          

        

      

      
        The Tri-City Americans aren't overly keen on scrums. It's too bad, because one with the right mix tonight could double as a minor hockey reunion for James Henry.

        Henry, a winger, and the rest of the Vancouver Giants take on the Americans in Game 3 of their best-of-seven WHL Western Conference final tonight the Pacific Coliseum (7 p.m., AM 650). The Americans, who knotted the set at 1-1 with a 4-0 win Saturday at home, feature eight players on their roster from Henry's hometown of Winnipeg, and he says that he knows them all fairly well.

        Henry is probably closest with Tri-City sniper Brendan Shinnimin, since they first played on a team together when they were eight years old.

        "I either work out with them or used to play with or against all of them," Henry, 19, said of the Winnipeg contingent, which featured four of Tri-City's top five scorers from the regular season, led by 82-point man Shinnimin. "Somewhere along the line I've been in the same dressing room or the opposite dressing room as all of those guys.

        "What is it like playing against a guy like Shinnimin? He's been the same player his whole life. He's a skilled guy. He's really competitive. He's always been my size, not overly big, but he's always been quick and shifty."

        Henry maintains that he hasn't spoken to Shinnimin or any of his other hometown boys since the last regular-season meeting between the clubs, which was Feb. 6 in Langley. He does understand some of what they must be thinking right now, since he's going through it, too.

        The winner of this series advances to the WHL final. If the Brandon Wheat Kings beat the Calgary Hitmen to also make the league championship, the victor of this set gets an automatic spot in the Memorial Cup, since Brandon is the host team for the May 14-23 national championship. Brandon is about a 2Â½ hour drive from Winnipeg.

        Henry maintained that he is focused solely on his next game, but when pushed about what it would be like to play that close to home in a national championship, he grinned and said, "That would be really cool."

        Of course, for Henry to have a chance at that, Vancouver first needs to beat Tri-City, and to have a chance at beating them they'll need to stay composed and not get flustered like they did in Saturday's loss at the Toyota Center in Kennewick, Wash.

        Vancouver's night came apart late in the first period when they took six minutes in penalties during a scrum in front of the Tri-City net and the Americans weren't whistled at all. The Americans have a small yet skilled team and their coach, Jim Hiller, has openly preached about playing between the whistles and staying out of those long discussions and shoving matches that can sometimes go on immediately after a referee decides to stop play.

        It'll be interesting to see how Vancouver tries to counteract that. Keep in mind, the Giants were the third-most penalized team in the league during the regular season, with 1,533 minutes, while the Americans were at the bottom of the WHL's 22 clubs, with 986 minutes.

        "They don't engage as much," Giants coach Don Hay said when asked to compare the Americans and the Portland Winterhawks, Vancouver's opponent last round. "They rely on their skill and speed, but they play a quieter game."

        Henry added: "We're getting ourselves into bad situations where we take penalties we don't need to take. We definitely have to eliminate the non-physical penalties. We know they're disciplined after the whistle. We have to smarten up."
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        'Hulk' Playfair on NHL radar after big season

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Jim Playfair made an international name for himself last month with a temper tantrum witnessed by 1.6 million people, and counting, on YouTube.

        His monumental meltdown on referee Jamie Koharski -- highlighted by smashing two hockey sticks to splinters and ripping off his suit jacket in his best impression of Hulk Hogan -- even hit CNN.

        The most concerned viewer? His mother. After all, she brought up her children to live up to the name of Playfair.

        "What were you thinking?" she asked her son.

        "That's the issue," he replied. "I wasn't thinking."

        Maybe not, but the loyal Calgary Flames employee certainly launched himself onto the radar of the hockey world with his outburst on March 27 in a 4-1 loss to the AHL's Hamilton Bulldogs.

        Playfair has garnered attention all season long by dragging the Abbotsford Heat into the first round of the playoffs -- against all odds.

        According to the Columbus Dispatch, he is believed to be on a shortlist of candidates to replace Ken Hitchcock as head coach of the Blue Jackets.

        "I haven't heard that," Playfair said. "I truly believe at this time and point, it's not about me going forward.

        "It becomes individual in the summer time, when we're all trying to move our careers ahead," he said. "But right now, for me, it's strictly about our players in that dressing room and trying to help them.

        "Because, you know what? If it's done right, everyone is going to get what they're hoping to get."
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        Heat is on with playoff fever

      

      
        But enthusiasm soars as postseason comes to Abbotsford

      

      
        By Kent Gilchrist, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        It's tough when a late-season meltdown by your coach and a controversy over alleged queue-jumping for the H1N1 vaccine are viewed from a distance as the two most significant occurrences in the brief history of a minor pro-hockey franchise.

        At least the Abbotsford Heat, the farm team of the Calgary Flames, made the playoffs in the AHL. (Surprisingly, the parent Flames didn't do the same in the NHL, which explained the attendance Monday of Calgary president Ken King and general manager Darryl Sutter.)

        That all three Heat home games -- Monday, Wednesday and Friday against the Rochester Americans -- are on nights the Vancouver Canucks are playing the Los Angeles Kings, however, takes the celebration out of that bit of cheer.

        Good luck and the Heat have pretty much been strangers this year. For example, six of their veteran regulars are injured and didn't dress for Monday's third game of the opening round best-of-seven, which is tied 1-1.

        But none of it has dampened the enthusiasm of the Heat staff or the fans who took in the first ever AHL playoff game in B.C. at the Abbotsford Entertainment and Sports Centre.

        Justin McIntyre, vice-president of ticketing, spent the weekend beating the Heat drum at a kiosk in Seven Oaks Shopping Centre while the team was in Rochester, N.Y., splitting the first two games -- a 3-2 win in the opener and a 4-1 loss in the second. "Of all the teams I've worked for," said McIntyre, who has worked in ticket sales for the Canucks, the B.C. Lions, Vancouver Grizzlies and the Toronto Blue Jays, "I've never seen people so passionate or loyal to the brand."

        From the west side of the Port Mann Bridge you might guffaw at a claim like that. But hockey fans on that side of the Fraser only know the Canucks or the WHL's Giants. They wouldn't know an Abbotsford Heat from a Langley Chief.

        If you're interested, it's not a long step below the Stanley Cup playoffs. You just don't know the names of most of the players. The Heat is marketing to the million or so folks from Surrey, Langley and Mission, anyway.

        At least, that was before coach Jim Playfair performed his tirade March 27 when the Hamilton Bulldogs were in town, and more than 1.6 million went on the Internet to watch it, courtesy of YouTube.

        Turns out losing his cool and breaking sticks and shedding his jacket wasn't such a bad thing: Columbus, it's rumoured, is looking hard at him to replace Ken Hitchcock. As suggested, however, the Heat's luck hasn't been so good otherwise.

        Nobody knows, for instance, that they went 8-1 on a February road trip. It happened during the Olympics and fans of every stripe were otherwise occupied cheering on our cross-country skiers and curlers of both genders and having a grand time every night downtown.

        The Heat lost more than 400 man games to injuries and still managed to finish the regular season 39-29-5-7.

        With luck, their first-round playoff opponent would have been the Manitoba Moose, the Vancouver farm hands. In four games during the regular season, the Moose totalled 28,887 in paid attendance, with two of those nights sold out.

        Assuming they get past Rochester, the Heat could get Manitoba in the second round. Considering history and that the Moose lost its first two of the series 2-0 and 8-2 in Hamilton, nobody's counting chickens or gate receipts.

        But with a change in luck ...
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        F1 teams stalled by volcanic ash over Europe

      

      
        

      

      
        Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Formula One cars were stranded in China and the weekend's Japanese MotoGP race was called off Monday as a volcanic ash cloud from Iceland affected motorsport worldwide.

        While McLaren's Chinese Grand Prix winner Jenson Button flew off on holiday to Thailand, mechanics and media either waited or began tortuous journeys home with much of northern Europe still a no-fly zone.

        It means the Boeing 747 transporters that fly F1 cars around the world were grounded in Europe.

        Commercial supremo Bernie Ecclestone played down the threat to the next race in Barcelona on May 9.

        "There is no question of cancelling the Spanish Grand Prix," he said in Shanghai.
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        Surgery can't slow down Hamlin

      

      
        Rain postponement, pileup not enough to deny Denny in Texas

      

      
        The Province
        April 20, 2010
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        Three weeks after winning another rain-postponed race, and since having surgery to repair the torn ACL in his left knee, Denny Hamlin gingerly climbed out of his car in Victory Lane at Texas Motor Speedway on Monday.

        "I'm still not 100 per cent by any means right now," Hamlin said. "I feel like I'm 60 at best."

        That was still good enough to win at Texas.

        Hamlin led the final 12 laps, the only time he was up front after starting the 334-lap race 29th. The final shootout came after a spectacular nine-car wreck took out polesitter Tony Stewart and dominating Jeff Gordon, and Hamlin held off points leader Jimmie Johnson at the end for his 10th career NASCAR Sprint Cup victory.

        Two days after his victory at Martinsville, Hamlin had surgery on the knee he injured playing basketball in January.

        He was back in the car to run the entire race last weekend at Phoenix International Raceway, finishing two laps back.

        Hamlin was still hurting in Texas, the soreness irritated by the cool and wet weather that persisted all weekend.

        "I did this for September. I knew that if I did it now, come Chase time, if I'm lucky enough to be in one of those top 12 positions, it was going to make me more prepared to make a run for the championship at that time," Hamlin said.

        "A win like today obviously makes you feel a little bit better. Gives you a little bit of confidence from here on out."

        Hamlin, 11th in points after two wins in three races, said he is "still a good month away from getting back where I was."

        With 18 laps left, after a restart, Stewart got loose in the pack and there was contact with Gordon. Things spun out of control along the front stretch, though Johnson escaped that wreck unscathed.

        "Definitely my fault," Stewart said, taking the blame for the accident.

        Gordon, the defending race champion, had led six times for a race-high 124 laps and was trying to get back to the front when the accident happened. He wound up 31st, one ahead of Stewart.

        Johnson earned his fifth top-three finish of the season, just 0.152 seconds behind Hamlin, and increased his points lead over Matt Kenseth from 36 to 108. -- AP
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        Gagne hangs 'em up after storied career

      

      
        

      

      
        Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Eric Gagne is retiring from professional baseball, according to the website ruefrontenac.com.

        The 34-year-old Montreal native, who won the 2003 National League Cy Young Award, attempted to return to the majors this spring but was released by the Los Angeles Dodgers. He last pitched in the majors with the Milwaukee Brewers in 2008.

        Gagne broke into the majors as a starter with the Dodgers but flourished when he moved to the bullpen full-time in 2002.

        He saved 152 games over the next three seasons, including a streak in which he converted a record 84 straight save opportunities.

        He went 55-for-55 during his Cy Young Award year, posting a career-best 1.20 earned-run average.

        In 2007, Gagne was one of 89 players named in the Mitchell Report on the use of performance-enhancing drugs in baseball.

        Last year, while attempting to restart his career in the independent Can-Am League, Gagne told the Los Angeles Times he did not want to directly address the issue.

        "I'm not denying it," he said. "I'm not saying I did it. I just can't talk about it. It's a touchy subject. It doesn't just involve me."
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        Erkesso wins Boston

      

      
        Ethiopian wins by 3 seconds
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        Ethiopia's Teyba Erkesso held off a charge from Russian Tatyana Pushkareva on Monday to win the women's Boston Marathon in two hours, 26 minutes, 11 seconds.

        She beat Pushkareva by three seconds in the third-closest women's finish in race history.

        Erkesso grabbed the lead after 12 miles, when Pushkareva wasn't even among the top 10 women. But by mile 21, Pushkareva had narrowed the gap to about a minute. With six-tenths of a mile to go, Pushkareva was just 15 seconds behind, but she ran out of room.

        "In today's race, I did everything that I could," said Pushkareva, who stood by her strategy. "I would not change anything."

        PENTICTON TO HOST WORLDS

        Hockey Canada announced Monday that Penticton will be the site of the 2010 world Junior A challenge.

        Two Canadian teams -- Canada West and Canada East -- are joined by four international teams in the tournament, which will run Nov. 1-7.

        More than 65 National Hockey League draft picks have taken part in the tournament since its debut in 2006 in Yorkton, Sask., including eight that went in the first round.

        GOODELL SLAMS BIG BEN

        NEW YORK -- Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger violated the NFL's personal-conduct policy, commissioner Roger Goodell said.

        On Monday Goodell told a radio show that the issue is a "pattern of behaviour" and "bad judgments."

        Last week, prosecutors in Georgia declined to charge Roethlisberger after a college student accused him of sexual assault in March.

        The NFL is expected to discipline Roethlisberger, although it says there is no timetable for such a decision.

        VIKINGS SIGN BACKUP QB

        EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. -- The Minnesota Vikings re-signed backup quarterback Tarvaris Jackson Monday as they wait for Brett Favre to decide if he will return. Jackson was a restricted free agent who was given a one-year tender worth $1.176 million.

        DUPRE NEW COC CEO

        MONTREAL -- The Canadian Olympic Committee announced Monday that Jean Dupre is its new CEO and secretary general.

        Dupre had been the director of Speed Skating Canada.
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        Raptors keep up sales pitch to Bosh

      

      
        NBA: All-star to test free agency

      

      
        Reuters
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        The Toronto Raptors' future looked as clouded as the skies over Iceland on Monday as general manager Bryan Colangelo delivered a season-ending post-mortem that included a well-worn sales pitch to Chris Bosh.

        With Bosh, the franchise leader in points and rebounds, set to test the free agent waters, it looks an anxious time for Toronto basketball fans as they wait to see what the all-star will do on July 1 when the wheeling and dealing begins.

        Colangelo has made it his No. 1 goal to have Bosh back in a Raptors uniform next season but the player has made it equally clear he wants to see what other opportunities may be out there for an Olympic gold medal-winning forward.

        "I still fully intend to talk about him staying a Raptor and the things that might happen with this team should he stay, the success we could have here and why Toronto is the right place for Chris Bosh," Colangelo told reporters.

        "That's the big unknown. "He negotiated for the flexibility, he's got it as do others and they are going to take their time.

        "We remain Chris Bosh's best option to maximize his contract potential -- whether or not he signs a maximum deal to stay here, or goes out on the market and still gets that maximum deal and we work out a sign-and-trade.

        "It's not often a young athlete walks away from a significant amount of money."

        After missing the playoffs for a second straight season, Bosh has placed a premium on winning and fans are about to find what price the man known as "CB4" puts on a championship.

        While Bosh is keen to add a championship to his resume it may come at a hefty price with the Raptors able to offer him more money than any other team.

        If Bosh re-signs with the Raptors he can earn an extra $30 million over the life of a six-year contract.

        Bosh could also agree to a sign-and-trade deal, taking the maximum money and then allowing the Raptors to recoup some assets by sending him to another team.

        But the Raptors, like the Cleveland Cavaliers with LeBron James and Miami Heat with Dwyane Wade, hope the extra millions will be enough to persuade their franchise players to re-sign.

        Colangelo has bent over backwards trying to convince Bosh the Raptors are determined to put a championship-calibre team on the court.

        Last season the general manager signed nine new players, including big Turk Hedo Turkoglu.

        But the Raptors stumbled down the stretch and missed out on the playoffs on the final day of the regular season.

        "It depends on what he [Bosh] is looking to achieve out of free agency," explained Colangelo.

        "This city has grown fond of him and he has grown fond of the city.

        "The unknown of moving to a new city and the pressures that come with a maximum contract are things he has to consider.

        "He's got the opportunity to be the No. 1 guy here.

        "Sometimes be careful what you wish for ... the idea that the grass is greener is a frightening notion sometimes."
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        No sign they miss injured Torres

      

      
        One-sided contest leaves Hammers on brink

      

      
        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Liverpool maintained their challenge for a place in next season's Champions League with a convincing 3-0 win over West Ham at Anfield on Monday.

        Liverpool made light of the absence of injured Spanish striker Fernando Torres to race into an early lead and never looked like being overhauled by Gianfranco Zola's demoralized Hammers.

        Torres has undergone knee surgery and is unlikely to play again until the World Cup, but Liverpool did not miss his lethal finishing on this one-sided occasion.

        Rafa Benitez's team ended the night in sixth place, five points behind Tottenham, who occupy the coveted fourth Champions League spot. But Liverpool has played a crucial game more.

        Benitez said: "It was a good win. We needed to win it because we are competing for a place in the top four and we can still do it.

        "I always felt we were in control of the match. We got an early goal and another soon afterwards and they did not threaten us.

        "We have three league matches left and I think we will need to win them all but it can be done."

        For West Ham, relegation looms. Only the failure of Hull, three points behind and with a game in hand, can save them from going down.

        West Ham was behind in the 19th minute after one of their former players, Yossi Benayoun, chested in a free kick from Steven Gerrard although the Hammers claimed handball.

        There was no doubt about the second, sharply finished off by David Ngog, Torres' stand-in, after 29 minutes after good work on the right by Maxi Rodriguez.

        Liverpool's third goal had an element of luck about it, Gerrard's free kick was deflected on to a post by Sotirios Kyrgiakos and the rebound struck Hammers goalkeeper Robert Green on the back of the leg before going in.

        With a big match coming up Thursday in the Europa League semifinal at Atletico Madrid, Benitez hauled off Gerrard to rest him in the 73rd minute.
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        Nadal opts to pass up Barcelona

      

      
        Apologizes, blames schedule

      

      
        News Services
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        Rafael Nadal is skipping the Barcelona Open this week to rest, which means he won't defend his title at a tournament he has won the past five years.

        Nadal made the announcement Monday, a day after winning his first tournament in nearly a year in Monte Carlo. He said in a statement that he was "really sorry" not to play in Barcelona, more than any other tournament.

        Nadal said he has often complained that the clay court tennis schedule at this stage of the season "is poorly structured" and that "not playing in Barcelona is a consequence of that."

        Sixth-seeded Tomas Berdych of the Czech Republic and David Nalbandian of Argentina both pulled out of the event Monday because of injury.

        Seeded men Thomaz Bellucci and Nicolas Almagro were among Monday's first-round winners at the $2.1-million event.

        Bellucci, of Brazil, a 13th-seeded world No. 33, beat Finnish veteran Jarkko Nieminen 6-4, 6-4, while the 15th-seeded Almagro whipped fellow Spaniard Santiago Ventura 6-1, 6-2 on the red clay at Real Club de Tenis Barcelona.

        Other Spanish winners on Day 1 were Marcel Granollers, Oscar Hernandez and Guillermo Garcia-Lopez. The wild card Granollers grounded Poland's Lukasz Kubot 6-4, 6-3, while Hernandez overcame Ukrainian Illya Marchenko 6-7 (2-7), 6-2, 6-4 and Garcia-Lopez came back to best Belgian qualifier Christophe Rochus 5-7, 6-1, 6-3.

        Argentine Juan Ignacio Chela charged past Serbian wild card Filip Krajinovic 6-1, 6-4, while former top-10 Frenchman Richard Gasquet took out Russian Igor Andreev 7-6 (7-5), 6-4.

        The resurgent Chela captured his first ATP title in three years by running the table in Houston two weeks ago.

        Additional opening-round wins came for German Simon Greul, Czech Jan Hajek, Uruguayan qualifier Pablo Cuevas, Argentine Eduardo Schwank, and Dutchman Thiemo De Bakker.
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        Lilith lives again.

        As the July 1 Lilith Fair date gets closer, here are a few more details of the show headlined by Sarah McLachlan. Each show on the tour features 11 acts with only MacLachlan and the regional winner of the Ourstage talent search being consistent each night.

        For the local show the name acts are Sugarland, Sheryl Crow, Erykah Badu and Colbie Caillat. The venue for this tour is as unusual as last September's McLachlan concert at Ambleside. This one is at the Pitt Meadows Airport.

        And a few reminders : McLachlan tested the water with a version of Lilith Fair in the mid-'90s and then launched four consecutive tours. The object was to show that women performers were a significant draw and during its run, the Lilith Fair tour was one of the most successful on the outdoor summer circuit. Point proved.

        However, as soon as McLachlan went into semi-retirement to concentrate on imminent motherhood and stopped Lilith Fair, a male-dominated industry cynically went back to its old ways. In the decade since there hasn't been a Lilith, many new women performers have come along but they face the same old problem of credibility in the marketplace.

        B.C.'s talented teens

        High Life Scenery, a pop-punk band from Burnaby and Vancouver, has been named the online winner of B.C.'s Best Teen Band contest, sponsored by YouThink magazine and Tom Lee Music.

        Second place goes to Coquitlam rockers The Knots while Kelowna prog-indie rock group Split the Silence came in third in online voting.

        All three bands will still compete live in the final showcase at Tom Lee Music Hall on May 1 with the winner receiving a variety of prizes.

        More info at www.youthink.ca/teen-band-contest.

        Gigs to note

         - Rodney DeCroo and his Convictions, Spoon River and Paul Pigatt play a fab Northern Electric night at the Fairview Friday.

         - Wassabi Collective mark the release of its new album, Get It, at the Cobalt Hotel Friday.

         - Town Pants, Rude City Riot, Lions in the Street play Venue April 29.

         - Ten Suns, whose EP was produced by the busy Howard Redekopp, is at North Vancouver's Eagles Hall Apr. 30.

         - Ivy League Brawlers play May 8 at the North Shore Neighbourhood House.

         - Doc Fingers' Doc's Blues Benefit is at the Yale May 13).

        Whalley will be missed

        Former Seeds of Time bassist Steve Whalley died April 4 of complications caused by diabetes. He was 59.

        Although the Seeds were notorious, Whalley kept a low profile, which he continued to do after leaving in 1975.

        During his nine-year tenure with Seeds, he played on both their singles, "My Hometown" and "Cryin' the Blues," and achieved some notoriety of his own when he subbed for an ailing John Cale at the Velvet Underground's only Vancouver appearance at the Retinal Circus in 1968.

        Rave On expands

        The apparently ambitious Rave On studio isn't content to be a recording studio. It has a new touring and show booking division.

        Talbot's big dream

        Guitarist Pat Talbot, who regularly leads a boot camp for anybody seeking entry to rock 'n' roll, has himself entered a guitar player contest.

        The winner will share the stage with Eric Clapton and Jeff Beck at Clapton's fund-raising show, the Crossroads Guitar Festival, June 26.

        To give him support, start with www.playcrossroads.com

        and follow directions.

        Art is in good hands

        Art of Dying is in the process of mixing its second album, this one produced by Chris Lord-Alge, whose resume includes records by Stone Temple Pilots, Green Day and Creed.

        Scott Smith's top five

        There is lots of guitar played in many different styles on Terminal Station's Rolling All Night CD. It's all by Scott Smith, whose five favourite things are:

        1. Neptoon Records (record store)

        2. Rich Hope (musician)

        3. Dave Alvin's Any Rough Times Are Now Behind You (book)

        4. 1963 Gibson 330 (his guitar)

        5. Ry Cooder's playing on John Hiatt's "Lipstick Sunset" (guitar solo)

        CDs received this week

        Joel Battle: Slow Learner; Shari Ulrich: Find Our Way; Frog Eyes: Paul's Tomb; Peter J: Tequila Shots; Lani Lee and Friends: Trick of the Light; BD Gottfried: The Warden's Picnic.

        CD of the week: Delhi 2 Dublin: Planet Electric

        As might be expected of a band called Delhi 2 Dublin, Planet Electric is an amalgamation of Indian and Irish roots but a third, important clue to Delhi 2 Dublin's second album is in the title. The band incorporates folk but also hip hop, reggae and its own version of electronica. It's more than world music then (that's the Planet part of the title) and looks to the future, though it might use the past as a springboard (the Electric). The hybrid of Indian and Irish percussion (and outstanding Indian violin) becomes a modern kind of pop. The band performs at the Commodore Ballroom May 7.

        
          tharrison@theprovince.com
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        FEATURED ARTIST

        ALI MILNER: "Can't Change This Girl"

        So there you are carving the Upper Panorama run and looking pretty damned good, truth be told, when a boarder with screaming red hair goes flaming by you at Mach two. That was not Shaun White.

        But it could very well have been singer-songwriter Ali Milner, who is very comfortable up here in these hills because, you see, she grew up in Whistler. She's a Babe of the Blackburn, a Spawn of the Schuss. Incredibly, she doesn't have an Australian accent.

        There were 350 kids in her high school and she had the same group in her graduating class she had in Grade 1. And grad wasn't that far back -- she turns 20 next month. But already she has her second album out and has scored random gigs from the Four Seasons in Whistler to work in Arizona, Tokyo and London.

        There were also a couple of shows with the Olympic/ Paralympic activities. And to think it all started -- as good things in life always seem to -- with a trip to Costco.

        "I was probably 10 or 11," says Milner. "I was with my mother at Costco and they have that little listening station where you can sample stuff and there was this CD called The Great Ladies and the Great Gents of Jazz and I just got really into it. I was really stoked on Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday."

        Pretty alert for a kid that age but perhaps not too surprising considering she grew up in a home where musical tastes ranged from Stevie Ray Vaughn to Dave Brubeck to Garth Brooks. By 13, Milner was taking piano and, while she learned the great jazz standards that compilation CD inspired in her, today she's veering away from specializing in any one genre.

        On her current I Dare You release, you can hear the jazzy inflections but there's a lot of contemporary pop in there.

        Milner's free download this week is called "Can't Change This Girl," co-written with producer Don McLeod and singer-songwriter Sherry St. Germain.

        "Me and Sherry were actually going through breakups at the same time," says Milner. "Pretty much our breakups inspired it. I think it says me, the singer, is a strong person and I'm not willing to change, you have to love me for who I am. I think it's important that you don't want to change someone. And you can't change anyone."

        Download songs from these artists at theprovince.com/musicdownloadstoday and watch for more every Tuesday!

        
          jpmac@gmx.net
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        Natalie Merchant Leave Your Sleep (Nonesuch)

        Wow. Whatever else Natalie Merchant may have done both as leader of 10,000 Maniacs or solo, this is sure to go down as one seriously notable achievement. Through her daughter's first six years, Merchant went about finding 19th and 20th century poems and verses, some more obscure than others, and drew from multiple genres to put music to them, all to amuse her little girl. Turns out they will amuse and delight the rest of us, too. From "The Blind Men and the Elephant" through "The Janitor's Boy" and the perfect, beautiful "Autumn Lullaby," this is brilliant and inspired work. A -John P. McLaughlin

        Marty Raybon At His Best (Grand Vista)

        Marty Raybon was the excellent lead singer for the country band Shenandoah, a significant force from the late '80s through the mid '90s. This is good stuff with some solid material but, in a Taylor Swift world, it's hopelessly dated. C+

        -- J.P.M.

        Just in Rut ledge The Early Widows (Six Shooter Records)

        Toronto's Rutledge is one of our finest songwriters and this, his fourth album, is notable for a pair of co-writes with author Michael Ondaatje and American master Darrell Scott. With Hawksley Workman working the board, this is a real keeper. B+ -- J.P.M.

        GLEE The Power of Madonna (Columbia/Sony)

        Even if you're not a fan of TV's hottest show, you'll get a kick out of actress Jane Lynch working her magic on the Material Girl's 1990 smash, "Vogue." (You might've already seen Glee's video recreation of the original.) Tonight's episode (9 p.m. on Fox, Global) is the much-ballyhooed Madonna episode -- featuring "Vogue" and their extra-bubbly renditions of '80s classics such as "Express Yourself" and "Like a Virgin." These are fun, but not fulfilling. The real stars of the soundtrack are an all-male version of "What It Feels Like For a Girl," and "4 Minutes" as an exuberant marching band number. B

        -Sandra Sperounes, Edmonton Journal

        XAVIER RUDD AND IZINTABA Koonyum Sun (Salt X)

        Not a bravura Rudd solo folk album, but a collaboration in which Rudd expands his horizons to include a more conventional rhythm section and a world music direction. B -- Tom Harrison

        JOHNNY TORNADO Storm Riders (Independent)

        An Ontario guitarist with strong Vancouver connections, Johnny Tornado has a nice, relaxed approach to the blues. At his heaviest, "Blues, Sweat and Tears," he sounds like Lynyrd Skynyrd. C+

        -- T.H.

        DO

        A Mouthful (Six Degrees)

        The opening fife and drum boogie "Playground Hustle" had me hooked on the spot. Named after the note (as in Do Re Mi), the French-Finnish duo of Olivia B. Merilahti and Dan Levy had the #1 album in France singing in English which must mean the Apocalypse is coming. Until it does, listen to this brilliant and delicious dis
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        "Sound of Silence?" How about "Bridge Over Troubled Water?" Or maybe -- gasp -- "Mrs. Robinson?"

        We want you to tell us which Simon  Garfunkel song could be the soundtrack to your life and why. In return, you'll get the chance to win a pair of front-row seats to the legendary duo's GM Place concert April 29.

        Just email us your answer, along with your name, hometown and daytime phone number, before the end of Sunday to cgillette@theprovince.com.Please put "Simon  Garfunkel contest" in the subject line. The winner will be drawn at random, and a selection of your responses will appear in The Province and on theprovince.com.

        No purchase necessary. Limit one (1) entry per email address. One (1) Grand Prize available to be won. Approximate retail value of Grand Prize $485. Must be a resident of British Columbia who is 19 years of age or older at time of entry. Contest runs from 12:01 a.m. PDT April 16, 2010 to 11:59 p.m. PDT April 25, 2010. Winner will be selected by random draw on April 26, 2010 at 11 a.m. PDT and contacted by phone or email. Skill testing question must be correctly answered to claim prize. Odds of being selected depend on number of eligible entries received. Full set of rules available at Province Promotions, Main Floor-200 Granville St, Vancouver, B.C. during regular business hours.
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New On DVD



By Katherine Monk, Canwest News ServiceApril 20, 2010

Avatar (Grade: B-)
The version out on Thursday doesn't have any special features. That will all come later when the Christmas-giving season kicks in. James Cameron's epic fairy-tale-western about greedy white humans and their destruction of a foreign, nature-loving species in the name of profit is simple and straightforward. The real accomplishment of Avatar is the way it appears to have inspired a new awareness of the planet itself by pointing out the beauty that surrounds us. Cameron decided to dedicate this release of the movie to the planet, with an Earth Day release, and a commitment to plant one million trees around the globe.
Crazy Heart (Grade: B)
When we meet him in the opening frames, he's crawling out of Bessie  -- his rust-coloured Suburban -- pouring out a jug of pee as he scouts out the abandoned parking lot of his next show. How can we not fall in love with Jeff Bridges as Bad Blake in this otherwise hackneyed story of a country singer recovering from several addictions, as well as a flagging career. Even though the notes are a bit leaden in the plot department, the vocals soar, thanks to musical direction from T-Bone Burnett and a startlingly great set of pipes from Colin Farrell. With Maggie Gyllenhaal as the love interest, there's just enough to keep it interesting -- if predictable. Special features include deleted scenes, alternative music cuts, Bad Blake plays Santa Fe and more.
The Lovely Bones (Grade: B+)
Combining ephemeral beauty and absolute ugliness in a single frame, Peter Jackson's The Lovely Bones achieves a dynamic tension that is both hypnotically attractive and oddly off-putting at the same time. This is not a failure. For a movie about a 14-year-old girl murdered by a serial killer, Jackson's waffling esthetic is entirely fitting. Based on Alice Sebold's bestseller, the film features Soairse Ronan as a kid narrating the tale from beyond the grave. Ronan pulls it off, and, thanks to her, Jackson successfully lands us in the oversaturated world of adolescence. Special features include Dolby Surround, Filming the Lovely Bones production diary and more.
The Young Victoria (Grade B+)
Emily Blunt anchors a sea of silk, lace and taffeta in this costume drama about the supposedly unsexiest of monarchs. Focused on the days just before and just after her coronation, we watch a young woman struggle with the weight of responsibility and duty as she discovers herself. Rupert Friend takes on the role of doomed Prince Albert with a vital stroke, and together, the two young actors create a whole lot of drama with little more than baseline gender politics.
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        Idol Gives Back

        When and where: Tomorrow night at 8 on Fox, CTV

        David Cook, the 27-year-old rock singer-songwriter from Houston, and winner of American Idol's 2008 season, knew exactly what Carrie Underwood was talking about. Underwood, country music chanteuse, five-time Grammy recipient and winner of Idol's 2005 season, said of an Idol-sponsored fundraising visit to a children's AIDS clinic in South Africa that she was grateful for many things in her life up to that point, but she had never been more grateful than to be a part of Idol Gives Back.

        Cook was speaking to a handful of reporters via satellite phone from Addis Ababa in central Ethiopia, where he was visiting a local school for girls.

        The oppressive heat and humidity of Ethiopia's monsoon season is worlds removed from Cook's comfortable stateside life of air-conditioned buses, hotel rooms and sold-out concert venues, but in a calm, reflective voice, he confessed that, as happened to Underwood before him, he was profoundly moved by what he was seeing. And, like Underwood, he felt strangely privileged to be part of something bigger than his day-to-day routine, bigger than music and bigger than Idol itself.

        "I have wanted to do this since I was on the show," Cook said quietly. "And to be able to finally come out here and see first-hand what so often you see on television back home -- this has been one of the most enlightening and fulfilling experiences I have been able to be a part of."

        Cook says that, confronted with the hardships of the adolescent girls at the Biruh Tesfa (Bright Future) school, and humbled and impressed by their defiance and spirit, he was determined to speak candidly about what he saw.

        Not everyone will want to hear what he has to say, he admitted.

        "I think everybody listening and everybody talking can agree that the situation here is not as great as it could be," Cook said. "Having said that, there's definitely a sense of hope and an amazing vibrancy here, especially with the young girls at this school."

        Africa is not just a continent of war, famine and pestilence, Cook added.

        "I have to say, I was completely shocked by this country -- in a positive way. When you hear Africa, you immediately think 'impoverished,' and everything that goes with that. But I came here, and the people here are so amazingly sweet. They are very accommodating and totally get that we are out here trying to help. The city itself, Addis Ababa, is beautiful -- really lush, very green. It definitely has an infrastructure in place. I think it's just a matter that they need a boost in the right direction."

        Idol Gives Back -- part charity telethon, part concert performance program -- returns Wednesday with a two-hour telecast to feature performances by Underwood, Annie Lennox, Black Eyed Peas, Mary J. Blige and a host of others, including this week's Idol mentor Alicia Keys and Sir Elton John, who will appear on behalf of the Elton John AIDS Foundation. Queen Latifah will host the live portion of the event from Pasadena's Civic Auditorium; other segments, including moments from Cook's time in Ethiopia, have been pre-taped for broadcast.

        Earlier this week, the Bill  Melissa Gates Foundation signed onto the telecast as a non-profit partner, adding cachet to a fundraiser that's not a single-issue charity event, but rather, a way to raise as much money on behalf of as many charities as possible, and show that the Idol phenomenon -- still the most-watched weekly program on North American broadcast television -- is not just about finding the next post-teen music idol.

        This year's benefactors include the international Children's Health Fund, Save the Children USA, the anti-malarial program Malaria No More, Feeding America and the United Nations Foundation.

        At one point during the Idol Gives Back telecast, Bill and Melissa Gates will sit down with Idol host Ryan Seacrest and outline their campaign to improve health in impoverished communities around the world and -- just as important to the 'tweener viewers who make up the major share of the Idol audience -- why they think Idol Gives Back can make a difference. The driving principle behind the Gates Foundation is that every life matters, and there are parts of the world where even small amounts of money can make a real difference to people's lives.

        Previous Idol Gives Back telecasts have raised a cumulative $140 million US for charities. The program itself has won several Emmys, and, once again, the fundraiser has lined up a motley, and unlikely, crew of corporate sponsors, all of which are committed to donating to Idol Gives Back's list of causes.

        Part of the whole point of Idol Gives Back, according to Elizabeth Gore, director of the anti-malarial program Nothing But Nets for the United Nations Foundation, is that "even a $5 donation can save some-one's life."

        Five dollars might not sound like much, but Gore says there are parts of the world where it can mean everything.

        "Some of these girls don't have the money to even get school supplies, and they are required to have both a uniform as well as a notebook to go to school," Gore said. "Something we take for granted at home -- $5 -- can actually mean changing a girl's life and allowing her to go to school."

        What's remarkable about Idol Gives Back is not that it has raised $140 million to date, but that it involves so many donors -- many of them first-time givers who never realized even pocket change can make a difference to a small village in Ethiopia, or an AIDS clinic in South Africa.

        The glamour and name-recognition that comes with being associated with American Idol helps, Gore added.

        "Working with the UN is cool, but certainly not as cool as David Cook," she said.
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        Carrie Underwood broke records Sunday to become the first woman to win the Academy of Country Music Award for entertainer of the year twice (and in back to back years, no less).

        And may we suggest that, in honour of her victory, Underwood celebrate by eating nothing but ice cream over the next five years. And hey, we hear your fiance, Ottawa Senator centre Mike Fisher, would like a few (dozen) extra curves.

        "Mike would love me if I weighed 800 pounds," Underwood gushed to Us Weekly on the ACM red carpet Sunday. The country singer and the NHLer got engaged this past December.
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        Drew Barrymore has praised Ricky Martin for coming out as gay.

        The actress was one of many famous faces to rally around the singer  -- who revealed his sexuality last month -- at the 21st annual Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD) Media Awards on Saturday.

        She said: "My lofty goal in this world is that we can live in a world that doesn't judge each other. I just want people to be able to live their lives that are true to them. I celebrate what Ricky is doing because we have to create a world for each other where acceptance is first and foremost."

        Barrymore was at the awards to pick up a special honour in recognition of her efforts to increase understanding of the gay community.

        Former American Idol contestant Adam Lambert -- who performed at the event -- also praised the "Livin' La Vida Loca" hit-maker, and hopes his admission will encourage other celebrities to be more open about their sexuality.

        He told Access Hollywood: "It's great to see people like Ricky feeling liberated to come out and come forward, and hopefully it will open the door wide open for more and more people to be comfortable with who they are."

        Gay Judas Priest singer Rob Halford also lent his support to the pop star.

        He said: "I think Ricky was really eloquent with the statement he made about the reason why he held back. At the end of the day you're dealing with a very personal and private issue . . . What he did was incredibly important for himself and the Latino community."

        The messages came just days before Martin unveiled a raunchy new promotional video in celebration of his forthcoming "Black and White" tour. The footage features the 38-year-old star naked with strategically-placed digital tattoos featuring slogans written in Spanish that translate as "find yours e l f," "forgive" and "change your life," among others.
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Cops restrain True Blood star
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[image: Kate Bosworth, who may or may not be seeing actor Alexander Skarsgard, chills out at Coachella fest.]
Kate Bosworth, who may or may not be seeing actor Alexander Skarsgard, chills out at Coachella fest.
Photograph by: Reuters, Dose.ca



The hot sun and bright lights apparently don't agree with Alexander Skarsgard even off of the True Blood set, as the swarthy blond was reportedly restrained by police during the Coachella Music Festival this past weekend after a confrontation with paparazzi.
According to Pacific Coast News, a police officer had to hold Skarsgard back after the 33-year-old got angry at a paparazzo taking pictures of him and his maybe-girlfriend Kate Bosworth. In the photos, Skarsgard can be seen clenching both his jaw and his fists as the officer gently blocks his way.
Luckily, the police officer was able to calm the actor down before things got any worse, and nobody was arrested.
So despite everything we've seen on True Blood, it turns out someone can tame Skarsgard. You just need a gun and a badge.
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        Cancer Connections

        Where: 200 Granville St. plaza

        Why: The Canadian Cancer Society brings its travelling outdoor photography exhibit to Vancouver for the first time. (And it's right outside the front doors of our office building.) Launched in 2008, Cancer Connections features the work of more than 420 photographers, boasts 500-plus black-and-white images showcasing the many ways cancer affects the lives of countless Canadians and is available for public viewing rain or shine. If you can't come to the 10 a.m. launch, stroll through on your lunch break.

        When: Runs until May 2.

        Start With Art

        Where: Seymour Art Gallery, 436 Gallant Ave., North Vancouver

        Why: This is an art show just for kids. In fact, the original pieces from 15-plus artists are actually hung at their eye level. And while the pieces are for sale, you actually have to be under 16 to purchase, because the prices are kid-friendly, too. Finally, should this introduction to art spark spontaneous creativity, there's an activity centre for visitors to create their own masterpieces, too. Neato.

        When: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., until Sunday.

        Tickets: Free

        Music in the Morning

        Where: The Vancouver Music Academy, 1270 Chestnut St.

        Why: This series is actually celebrating its 25th anniversary. And to mark the milestone, it's presenting the St. Lawrence String Quartet, a group that, in its 22 years together, has played the White House, Carnegie Hall and the Theatre de la Ville in Paris. They will take on a work commissioned for them by noted American composer John Adams. Should be a great start to the day.

        When: 10:30 a.m.

        Tickets: Music in the Morning box office at 604-873-4612.

        4/20

        Where: If you want to be communal, head to the Vancouver Art Gallery as per usual.

        Why: You know why. When: 4:20 p.m.

        While The Province does its best to provide accurate event information, please be sure to reconfirm. Thank you.
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        One-pot crab and corn chowder

      

      
        This recipe makes cooking and clean-up oh so easy

      

      
        By Sabrina Del Ben, Canwest News Service
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        One of the most-used pieces of equipment in my kitchen cupboard is our nonstick Dutch oven. This versatile pot is wide and deep with a large capacity and a tight-fitting lid. With an oven-safe Dutch oven, you can brown meat for a stew on the stovetop, add the rest of your ingredients, cover with the lid and transfer the pot to the oven to allow the stew to simmer surrounded by an even heat.

        Here is a great recipe to make in your Dutch oven: Crab and Corn Chowder. I encourage you to enjoy it with good bread and great company.

        Crab and Corn Chowder

        Serves 6 to 8.

        6 slices thick bacon, julienne

        1 cup chopped onion

        4 cups diced red potatoes

        1 cup diced red bell pepper

        1/2 tsp. thyme, crumbled

        3 cups canned chicken broth

        3 cups light cream (10%)

        3 cups frozen kernel corn, thawed

        1 tsp. salt

        1/4 tsp. hot pepper sauce

        1 package frozen cooked crabmeat, thawed, rinsed and well drained

        2 Tbsps. butter, softened 2 Tbsps. flour

        Chopped fresh parsley

        Cook bacon in a Dutch oven over medium heat until crisp.

        Remove bacon with a slotted spoon; drain bacon on paper towels.

        Drain off all but 1 Tbsp. fat from pan. Add onion to pan and saute until softened, about 5 minutes. Add potatoes, red pepper and thyme; saute for 2 minutes.

        Stir in broth. Bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer, covered, stirring occasionally, for 10 minutes. Add bacon, cream, corn, salt and hot pepper sauce. Return to a simmer and cook, uncovered, until potatoes are tender, about 10 minutes.

        Meanwhile, pat crabmeat dry with paper towels. Combine butter and flour to form a paste. Gradually whisk butter mixture into chowder. Add crab.

        Cook, stirring frequently, until chowder is slightly thickened and crab is heated through. Sprinkle with parsley.

      

    

    


                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.theprovince.com/news/todays-paper/crab+corn+chowder/2928046/story.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

  
    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            


    
      
        Staycation must-haves

      

      
        

      

      
        By Susie Wall, The Province
        April 20, 2010
      

    

    
      
        S pring Break a distant memory and summer feeling too far off? It's time to pack up your weekend tote for a stylish staycation, Vancouver girl. Remember to travel light -- a sexy trench, airy linen scarf, patent flats, plain white T, chunky necklace, pouchy boyfriend jeans (and your boyfriend) -- are all you'll need for a gourmet getaway in your own backyard.

        So whether it's a country B  B or an overnight at the city's most stunning (and my official favourite) new hotel hotspot -- downtown's Fairmont Pacific Rim -- remember that for a cheeky check-in, it's all in the details, babe.
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        Stranded in Paris, many travellers too anxious to be awed

      

      
        'It's frustrating, I'm worried'

      

      
        By Laura Baziuk, Special To The Province
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        I'm trapped in the City of Light -- which might not be so bad if I knew when I could go home.

        I'm in Paris keeping a constant eye on my airline's website, because ash from the Iceland volcano is causing one of the worst travel disruptions in Europe's history.

        I had been travelling around Europe for nearly three weeks when the volcano shut things down last week.

        I was in London at the time, with plans to fly to Denmark to visit a friend before jetting down to Paris and then back to Vancouver.

        The low point for me came Thursday after I was forced to cut Denmark out of my itinerary and head straight to Paris by train.

        When I got to the station, a woman told me no trains were available out of London until Friday. Standing amid hundreds of other weary travellers trying to find a way out from under the ash cloud, I stared at her in disbelief and clenched my hands, tiny tears forming.

        Now what?

        I hefted my 12-kilogram backpack and decided to find a hostel, yet another unexpected expense. I managed to buy a train ticket online and got out of London on Friday afternoon.

        Now, I'm sitting in my friend's Paris apartment, admiring part of the Eiffel Tower out her window.

        I'm supposed to fly home tomorrow, but if the ash cloud keeps up and the airlines don't find a safe path to navigate, I'll be stuck. It's an extension of my holiday, sure, but it's frustrating not knowing where I'll be tomorrow. I'm just waiting for news.

        The people I've run into at the airport, train stations and hostels all know the same thing: The airspace will be closed until further notice. The volcano doesn't show any signs of stopping.

        I met a group of high-school students from Nova Scotia here in Paris, who may have nabbed one of the last flights into the U.K. before the airspace shut.

        John Stub, who teaches technology at the Strait Area Recreation Centre in Cape Breton, says the group arrived at Heathrow Airport in London early Thursday from Halifax, just as some of the first flights were cancelled.

        "We're not sweating so badly," Stub said at their hostel.

        They aren't stuck yet. But the group is set to fly back on Sunday from Rome, and he's closely monitoring the airline's website.

        Kevin Lichtenstein is stranded, too. But luckily for him, he's stranded at home in Vancouver.

        The 23-year-old was set to fly to Brighton, England, last Thursday to get back to medical school after Easter break. He heard news of the volcano and checked in with Air Canada. His flight has been rescheduled twice, and he's now scheduled to fly back to England on Friday. He says he'll miss five days of class.

        "It's a volcano. There's nothing they can do about it," Lichtenstein said over the phone. He can keep up with lectures online, but once authorities reopen the airspace, "I really do need to get back."

        I don't expect a lot of sympathy being stuck in a city like Paris. I'm enjoying picnics in parks, strolls through squares and luxurious meals of baguettes and brie.

        But I am still worried. I still just want to come home.

        Laura Baziuk will be working at The Province on a reporting internship this summer, after she returns from vacation.
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        Victoria officer honoured for unmasking 'tombstoning' thief who stole dead infant's identity

      

      
        Fifty to receive awards today at Victoria Police Department ceremony
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        Sgt. Alan Cochrane sits surrounded by cardboard boxes of police files in a windowless office in the Victoria police's Esquimalt branch and plays down his part in discovering a case of "tombstoning" that has earned him a commendation.

        He will be recognized today in the Victoria Police Department Awards Ceremony that recognizes officers for bravery, professionalism and dedication.

        Tombstoning is the practice of stealing a deceased person's identity with information taken from their headstone.

        In this case, Michele Nardi -- then known as Michael Nardi -- stole the identity of a four-month-old baby boy named Michael John Zino Guryek.

        For an unknown number of years, Nardi used Guryek's identity to buy homes, obtain credit cards and travel. But whenever Nardi was arrested for his criminal activities, he used his real name so as to protect the "clean" identity.

        In December 2007, Cochrane found two different sets of identification cards in Nardi's handbag, which had been seized from a suspect's vehicle in a drug investigation. The photos on two cards were identical, but the names were different.

        Initially, Cochrane expected the second set to be forged, but a search on www.canada411.com led him to the Guryek family in Saskatchewan.

        They informed him that Michael John Zino Guryek had died at four months of age, in a car crash caused by a drunk driver.

        The case grew more interesting when Nardi showed up at the police station to pick up his handbag, wearing sunglasses. Around the edges of the glasses, Cochrane could see bruising.

        When questioned about the bruises, Nardi said it was from cataract surgery. But a little detective work soon revealed it was from plastic surgery Nardi had to make himself appear younger to conform with the birthdate on Guryek's birth certificate.

        Cochrane spent seven months and more than 100 hours unravelling the case, revealing that Nardi had earned more than $1 million in assets under Guryek's identity.

        On Jan. 27, 2009, Nardi pleaded guilty to impersonation with intent to gain an advantage, and served a two-year community sentence.

        Nardi's case is now in the hands of the Canada Revenue Agency, which is interested in assets accrued under Guryek's name for which he never paid income taxes, Cochrane said.

        "It's something you would read about, but never expect to see yourself," he said.

        A 25-year veteran of the police force, Cochrane is nearing retirement.

        He said receiving the Deputy Chief Constable's Commendation is "nice recognition," but emphasized that police work is teamwork.

        "I certainly didn't do it on my own," Cochrane said. "I would never have done it if the young bucks weren't out there doing that drug bust that brought the information in."

        After Cochrane receives his commendation, he'll return to that windowless office and get back to going through those cardboard boxes filled with tips on the Michael Dunahee case, an investigation to which he dedicates all his working time.

        Dunahee went missing in Victoria at age four in 1991. The abduction has never been solved.

        Today's ceremony also will recognize 49 other officers and one civilian.

        jhatherly@tc.canwest.com
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        Gallery: Iceland volcano eruption

      

      
        Images of the Eyjafjallajokull volcano eruption in Iceland and its aftermath.

      

      
        April 17, 2010 1:37 PM
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        TORONTO â�� Chris Bosh has proven not to be a superstar of the first order. 

        He is not LeBron James, Dwyane Wade or Kobe Bryant, a player that can carry an average team to extraordinary heights.

        That has led to speculation that Bosh, a five-time all-star, is not deserving of getting a maximum contract when he hits free agency this summer. But Bryan Colangelo, his boss for at least two more months as the president and general of the Toronto Raptors, left no doubt as to what Boshâ��s future earnings will be as he spoke with the media during his exit interview Monday.

        â��There are only three or four guys in the league who are franchise guys worth maximum contracts but quite a few more receive maximum contracts,â�� Colangelo said. â��Chris Bosh is our maximum-contract guy, who is considered the cornerstone of the franchise because of his abilities for the same reason heâ��s considered one the top players out there.

        â��Contracts are not always justifiable in sports, theyâ��re just not. But itâ��s a situation where Chris Bosh is considered a maximum contract player for multiple reasons.â��

        The issue, of course, is whether Bosh will be earning the maximum contract with the Raptors or with another team via a sign-and-trade. Bosh and Colangelo seem determined to work together, and for good reason. By signing with Toronto, or with another team via the Raptors, Bosh can earn an extra $30 million US than he could by simply leaving for another team. He could also get a sixth year added to a contract.

        And by signing and trading Bosh, the Raptors could get something in return for the departing Bosh instead of losing him for nothing. However, nobody knows what that net return could be.

        There simply is no blueprint for such a deal.

        â��Itâ��s an impossible question to answer,â�� Colangelo said. â��I know what Chris Boshâ��s value is in the market over the course of the last year and a half. But itâ��s a situation where, right now, because those conversations are not necessarily relevant or real time, I think itâ��s safe to say there are several teams (below the salary cap) with enough space to sign Chris outright.â��

        

        Colangelo is hoping Bosh chooses Toronto. With that in mind, he addressed one of Boshâ��s major concerns extensively Monday.

        Colangelo said that the Raptors have the go-ahead from Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainmentâ��s board to exceed the leagueâ��s luxury tax, which was set at $69.92 million this year and will drop next year. The Raptors have never exceeded the figure, which makes the offending team pay a dollar-for-dollar tax for the amount of money that team exceeds the mark by.

        When speaking with the media last Thursday, Bosh said that winning was his top priority, and that all of the contending teams are paying in excess of the luxury tax.

        â��Iâ��ve got scenarios where I can paint a picture that weâ��ll be a $3-million tax team,â�� Colangelo said. â��Iâ��ve got scenarios where weâ��ll be a $7-million tax team. And Iâ��ve got scenarios where weâ��ll be higher than that.â��

        Whether or not a Bosh-led Raptors team is worth going into the tax is a fair debate. 

        

        The Raptors have disappointed the past two years, with just 73 wins and zero playoff berths.

        Colangelo alluded to a fractured dressing room helping to bring down this yearâ��s version of the team.

        â��One thing that goes unnoticed or unwritten is that we failed at bridging some of the relationships per say in the locker-room,â�� Colangelo said, pointing to the absence of former Raptor Anthony Parker, an American-born player with international experience, as a key reason why these Raptors lacked unity.

        â��Thatâ��s something that I canâ��t say enough, because he was such a vital part and a stable force in that scenario whereas this year we didnâ��t seem to have that.â��

        National Post

        ekoreen@nationalpost.com
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        LOS ANGELES - The brother of actress Mo'Nique, who won an Oscar for her role in "Precious," apologized for molesting his sister over a period of about two years when they were both children.

        Gerald Imes told Oprah Winfrey in an appearance on her TV talk show that the abuse began when Mo'Nique was about 7 years old and he was 13, but that he had denied it for decades.

        "I'm here today to first acknowledge what I've been in denial for for 37 years, and that is I did assault and inappropriately touch my sister in manners that were uncomfortable for her," Imes said. "And for that, I apologize and I'm humbly sorry that those actions had taken place."

        Mo'Nique has previously spoken about the abuse, saying she drew on the pain inflicted by her brother to portray the vicious mother Mary Jones in the harrowing movie "Precious: Based on the novel 'Push' by Sapphire."

        She swept the board in the Hollywood awards season this year for her performance, and dedicated her Golden Globe for best supporting actress to victims of abuse.

        The movie also brought an Academy Award nomination for actress Gabourey Sidibe, who plays an obese teen twice impregnated by her father.

        "I knew very well who that monster was. I knew Mary Jones," Mo'Nique told Winfrey in an earlier interview.

        Imes said the fact that he was fuel for Mo'Nique's performance makes him feel like "a piece of crap."

        He said he has an especially hard time watching the last scene in the movie, in which Mary explains that the reason she hates her daughter is that Precious' father chose her over Mary.

        "That scene was Mo'Nique going to my mother saying, 'My brother did this to me,' and my mother asking me, did I do this, and I said no. I saw her pain and my pain right then and there," Imes said.

        Mo'Nique's mother, Alice Imes, told Winfrey she hoped the role of Mary Jones had helped her daughter.

        "I only hope with doing this, this can cleanse her heart. This can make her feel better about herself. Okay, it took until she was 42 to do this. I don't care how long it took. I'm just happy it happened," Alice Imes said.

        Mo'Nique, who has not seen her brother for more than 10 years, declined to appear on the show.

        (Reporting by Jill Serjeant; editing by Dean Goodman)
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        SAN FRANCISCO â�� Facebook on Monday began rolling out "community pages" that group users based on what they like and create potentially tempting targets for advertisers.

        

        Facebook is creating web pages devoted to topics such as music, cooking or yoga based on interests indicated by members of the world's leading online social networking service.

        

        Facebook users that become fans of topics will "communally own" the respective web pages, with lists of backers public information, Facebook software engineer Alex Li explained in a blog post.

        

        "Community Pages are a new type of Facebook Page dedicated to a topic or experience that is owned collectively by the community connected to it," Li said.

        

        "Just like official Pages for businesses, organizations and public figures, Community Pages let you connect with others who share similar interests and experiences."

        

        Community pages will be forums for sharing thoughts, expertise or insights regarding topics, according to Facebook.

        

        Pages will start with information from communally crafted online reference work Wikipedia but Facebook plans to eventually enlist people "passionate" about topics to contribute information.

        

        "Profiles no longer are a static list of likes and interests," Li said. "Now, they are a living map of all the connections that matter to you."

        

        Facebook recently replaced its "become a fan of" option with a "like" that members can click.

        

        People's home towns and work will be among the topics getting "connections," according to Facebook.

        

        The news came amid unconfirmed reports that Facebook is planning to let members indicate "likes" anywhere on the Internet and link those interests to their profiles at the social networking service.

        

        Pooling members in groups based on what they like could give Facebook a chance to cash in on advertising that targets people's interests.
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        Vacationing a human right, EU chief says
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        The European Union has declared travelling a human right, and is launching a scheme to subsidize vacations with taxpayers' dollars for those too poor to afford their own trips.

        Antonio Tajani, the European Union commissioner for enterprise and industry, proposed a strategy that could cost European taxpayers hundreds of millions of euros a year, The Times of London reports.

        "Travelling for tourism today is a right. The way we spend our holidays is a formidable indicator of our quality of life," Mr. Tajani told a group of ministers at The European Tourism Stakeholders Conference in Madrid on April 15. Mr. Tajani was appointed to his post by Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.

        The plan -- just who gets to enjoy the travel package has yet to be determined -- would see taxpayers footing some of the vacation bill for seniors, youths between the ages of 18 and 25, disabled people, and families facing "difficult social, financial or personal" circumstances. The disabled and elderly can also be accompanied by one other person. The EU and its taxpayers are slated to fund 30% of the cost of these tours, which could range from youth exploring abandoned factories and power plants in Manchester to retirees taking discount trips to Madrid, all in the name of cultural appreciation.

        "The commission is literally considering paying people to go on holiday," Mats Persson, of pro-reform think-tank Open Europe, told Britain's News of the World. "In this economic climate, it's astonishing that the EU wants to bribe people with cheap holidays."

        Mr. Tajani said the program will be piloted until 2013, and then fully launched.

        Intended to instill a sense of cultural pride in Europeans, Mr. Tajani's human-rights travel will also help bridge the continent's north-south divide and pad resorts' business in their off-season, the Times reports.

        Northern Europeans will be encouraged to visit southern Europe, and vice versa. Mr. Tajani wants to ensure people's "right to be tourists" remains intact.

        National Post and news services
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        LOS ANGELES (Reuters) - Prosecutors on Friday urged a California appeals court to deny a bid by the victim in Roman Polanski's sex crime to have the decades-old case against the film director thrown out.

        

        In court documents, prosecutors said Samantha Geimer, who was 13 years old when unlawful sex charges were brought against Polanski in 1977, has "no right or authority to dictate the outcome of a criminal case."

        

        Geimer has long sought to end the long-running legal case, arguing that she has become a victim of the battle to bring the fugitive director to justice.

        

        "Samantha Geimer was first victimized by Polanski. Whatever harm was done to her 33 years ago by Polanski is now a memory. Samantha Geimer is currently victimized by the judicial system in the maintenance of a prosecution, stale of fact and devoid of current purpose," her lawyer argued in court papers.

        

        Geimer was an aspiring child model in 1977 who went to a Hollywood house for a photo-shoot with Polanski. Now a mother of three children who lives quietly in Hawaii, she publicly forgave the director in 1997.

        

        Polanski, now 76, pleaded guilty to having unlawful sex with a minor but fled California in 1978 before being sentenced because he thought the judge at the time would make him spend more time in jail than he had agreed to in a plea bargain.

        

        The Oscar-winning director of The Pianist was arrested in Switzerland in September last year on a U.S. warrant and is currently under house arrest in Switzerland.

        

        Swiss officials have said they are awaiting the result of U.S. legal proceedings before deciding whether to extradite him.

        

        Prosecutors have demanded Polanski return to California for sentencing, which could see him spending years in jail.

        

        But Polanski's Los Angeles lawyers are trying to have him sentenced in his absence to the 42 days he already served in 1978 for a psychiatric evaluation. They have also claimed judicial misconduct in the original case.
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        Video: In the shadow

      

      
        For most of us, it's simply an inconvenience, but for those living in the shadow of Iceland's exploding volcano, it's a matter of survival.  Jas Johal reports.

      

      
        April 19, 2010
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