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            Get the latest BBC World news: international news, features and analysis from Africa, Americas, South Asia, Asia-Pacific, Europe and the Middle East.

        

        
            	
                Airlines urge flight ban review
                 [s�8 apr 22:04]
                
                    Europe's airlines and airports question the extent of flight restrictions imposed because of volcanic ash from Iceland.
                

            

            	
                Polish president buried in state
                 [s�8 apr 20:33]
                
                    The funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski and his wife has taken place, with thousands paying respects in Krakow.
                

            

            	
                Study logs oceans' tiniest life
                 [s�8 apr 18:59]
                
                    An unprecedented number of tiny, ocean dwelling organisms is catalogued by a survey of the world's oceans.
                

            

            	
                Pope 'cries in Malta victim meeting'
                 [s�8 apr 19:19]
                
                    Pope Benedict holds an emotional meeting with alleged victims of Church sex abuse in Malta, pledging to bring them justice.
                

            

            	
                Challenger wins N Cyprus election
                 [s�8 apr 20:15]
                
                    Veteran nationalist politician Dervis Eroglu is elected the new president of the North Cyprus breakaway republic.
                

            

            	
                Thailand counter-protest threat
                 [s�8 apr 14:58]
                
                    Thai yellow-shirt protesters threaten mass action if their red-shirt opponents are not dealt with in a week.
                

            

            	
                Afghanistan frees Italy aid staff
                 [s�8 apr 17:54]
                
                    Afghanistan frees three Italian aid workers held in connection with an alleged plot to kill a provincial governor, Rome says.
                

            

            	
                'Disrepute probe' of ANC's Malema
                 [s�8 apr 20:30]
                
                    ANC youth leader, Julius Malema, is to face a disciplinary hearing for bringing the party into disrepute, reports say.
                

            

            	
                Blasts force cricket venue switch
                 [s�8 apr 13:23]
                
                    The Indian Premier League semi-finals are moved from Bangalore to Mumbai amid security fears after two explosions.
                

            

            	
                The $300,000 library fine Washington won't have to pay
                 [s�8 apr 03:14]
                
                    A New York library discovers two unreturned books checked out by George Washington that have accrued some $300,000 in fines for being 220 years late.
                

            

            	
                Canoes set out to recreate epic Pacific migration
                 [s�8 apr 13:57]
                
                    A fleet of traditionally-designed Polynesian canoes leaves on a Pacific voyage re-living the epic migrations of the past.
                

            

            	
                Torres out for rest of the season
                 [s�8 apr 21:01]
                
                    Liverpool striker Fernando Torres will miss the rest of the season following knee surgery on Sunday.
                

            

            	
                Button pips Hamilton to China win
                 [s�8 apr 10:52]
                
                    Jenson Button storms to his second win of the season as he heads team-mate Lewis Hamilton to a McLaren one-two at the Chinese Grand Prix.
                

            

            	
                Stranded globally: Your stories
                 [s�8 apr 18:14]
                
                    Thousands of people remain stranded around the world as ash from an Icelandic volcano hangs over much of Europe.
                

            

            	
                Occasional rain
                 [l�7 apr 12:52]
                
                    Poetry of shipping forecast read from a lighthouse
                

            

            	
                Lost history
                 [s�8 apr 02:54]
                
                    Why 'untouchable' Indian leader is so in love with statues
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                 [s�8 apr 16:28]
                
                    What future for Zimbabwe after 30 years of pain?
                

            

            	
                Day at the races
                 [s�8 apr 10:36]
                
                    The remarkable survival of Baghdad racecourse
                

            

            	
                Concrete hulks
                 [s�8 apr 09:21]
                
                    Divisions over fate of Vienna's Nazi-era towers
                

            

            	
                Divided north
                 [l�7 apr 16:52]
                
                    Unity hopes fade as Turkish Cypriots go to polls
                

            

            	
                Brown slams Goldman 'bankruptcy'
                 [s�8 apr 19:21]
                
                    Gordon Brown has called for a "special investigation" into Goldman Sachs after reports that the bank is to pay £3.5bn in bonuses
                

            

            	
                Airlines count volcano ash losses
                 [fr, 16 apr 22:59]
                
                    Disruption caused by European airspace closure will cost airlines at least $200m per day, the industry's governing body warns
                

            

            	
                Toyota recalls more US vehicles
                 [l�7 apr 01:09]
                
                    Toyota announces yet more recalls, with 600,000 Sienna minivans in the US affected because of corrosion problems.
                

            

            	
                Glee triumphs at gay media awards
                 [s�8 apr 13:12]
                
                    Musical TV series Glee is honoured at the Glaad media awards in the US for its positive representation of gay characters.
                

            

            	
                Mali actor Kouyate dies aged 74
                 [s�8 apr 15:29]
                
                    Malian screen star Sotigui Kouyate, who was named best actor at 2009's Berlin Film Festival, dies at the age of 74.
                

            

            	
                Mechanism of cobra hood revealed
                 [l�7 apr 13:03]
                
                    Scientists uncover the mechanism behind the menacing "hood display" used by cobras.
                

            

            	
                Robot 'helps arms after stroke'
                 [s�8 apr 02:10]
                
                    Intensive therapy using a robot has helped patients improve arm movement years after they had a stroke.
                

            

            	
                Zimbabwe marks its 30th birthday
                 [s�8 apr 05:01]
                
                    Zimbabwe is marking 30 years since independence from the UK as more arrests highlight the country's divisions.
                

            

            	
                Observers criticise Sudan polls
                 [l�7 apr 18:46]
                
                    Two leading observer missions say Sudan has fallen short of international standards in its recent controversial elections.
                

            

            	
                Ecuadorean threat to oil giants
                 [s�8 apr 02:02]
                
                    Ecuador threatens to take over foreign oil concessions if companies resist growing state control of the industry.
                

            

            	
                Cuban cigar legend dies aged 91
                 [s�8 apr 06:02]
                
                    Cuban cigar legend Alejandro Robaina, the only grower to have a brand of the country's cigars named after him, dies aged 91.
                

            

            	
                China president visits quake zone
                 [s�8 apr 11:15]
                
                    Chinese President Hu Jintao visits survivors of last week's earthquake, as the death toll rises to 1,700.
                

            

            	
                Strong quake off Papua New Guinea
                 [s�8 apr 04:50]
                
                    A 6.3 quake strikes off Papua New Guinea but no tsunami alert is issued and there are no reports of casualties.
                

            

            	
                Greece moves towards loan package
                 [l�7 apr 00:20]
                
                    The Greek Prime Minister says Greece is making "preparatory moves" to take advantage of a multi-billion euro rescue package.
                

            

            	
                Iran brands US 'nuclear criminal'
                 [l�7 apr 16:14]
                
                    Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei calls the US an "atomic criminal" at a nuclear summit in Tehran.
                

            

            	
                More Bangladesh mutiny sentences
                 [s�8 apr 16:42]
                
                    Dozens more border guards are jailed in Bangladesh for their role in last year's mutiny that killed scores of officers.
                

            

            	
                Car bomb kills seven in Pakistan
                 [s�8 apr 07:23]
                
                    A car bomb attack in north-western Pakistan kills seven people a day after an attack on a displaced people camp.
                

            

            	
                Ministers mull flight chaos steps
                 [s�8 apr 22:03]
                
                    Gordon Brown meets ministers to discuss flight restrictions imposed after volcanic ash from Iceland drifted over the UK.
                

            

            	
                Brown steps up attack on Lib Dems
                 [s�8 apr 19:12]
                
                    Opinion polls for Sunday's papers suggest the Lib Dems are up by as many as eight points, putting them just behind the Tories.
                

            

            	
                Boy, 16, fatally stabbed at party
                 [s�8 apr 14:38]
                
                    A murder investigation is launched after a 16-year-old boy is fatally stabbed outside a birthday party.
                

            

            	
                Foreign secretary at Polish vigil
                 [s�8 apr 20:04]
                
                    David Miliband tells grieving Poles in London their president's death has strengthened UK links with Poland.
                

            

            	
                Two held over takeaway shooting
                 [s�8 apr 05:26]
                
                    Two males are arrested on suspicion of murdering a 16-year-old girl who was shot in the neck in an east London takeaway.
                

            

            	
                Uncle bailed after dog kills girl
                 [s�8 apr 19:21]
                
                    The owner of a dog that killed an 18-month-old girl in West Sussex is released on bail after being questioned on suspicion of her manslaughter.
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  Airlines urge flight ban review




    	  
  	
    
      Europe's air industry has called for an urgent review of flight bans imposed because of volcanic ash from Iceland.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The bodies representing most European airlines and airports have questioned the need for the unprecedented curbs, which affect millions of travellers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Airlines that have carried out test flights say planes showed no obvious damage after flying through the ash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      EU Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas said he hoped 50% of Europe's airspace would be risk-free on Monday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He said the current situation was "not sustainable" and European authorities were working to find a solution that did not compromise safety. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Mr Kallas also said EU transport ministers would hold a video teleconference on Monday to assess the situation. About 20 European countries have closed their airspace. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight bans came amid fears that the ash - a mixture of glass, sand and rock particles - can seriously damage aircraft engines. Airlines are estimated to be losing some £130m ($200m) a day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      ACI Europe - which represents major airports - and the Association of European Airlines issued a joint statement urging officials to reconsider the restrictions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The eruption of the Icelandic volcano is not an unprecedented event and the procedures applied in other parts of the world for volcanic eruptions do not appear to require the kind of restrictions that are presently being imposed in Europe," the statement said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COUNTRIES AFFECTED
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Airspace closed:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, UK
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Partial closures:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Germany (six airports, including Frankfurt and Berlin, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Italy (northern airspace closed until Monday)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Norway (most airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Bulgaria (Sofia and Plovdiv open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Poland (several airports, including Warsaw, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Sweden (northern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      France (southern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Flights operating:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Greece, Portugal, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, Spain
    	  
  	
    
      














    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, several airlines also questioned the curbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Peter Hartman, chief executive of Dutch carrier KLM, said there had been "nothing unusual" about a test flight carried out by the airline through the plume, and he hoped to "get permission as soon as possible to partially restart our operations". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Steven Verhagen, vice-president of the Dutch Airline Pilots Association, told the Associated Press news agency: "In our opinion there is absolutely no reason to worry about resuming flights." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Germany's two biggest airlines, Lufthansa and Air Berlin, also said they had carried out test flights without apparent damage, as did Air France. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air Berlin spokeswoman Diana Daedelow told the BBC: "It is astonishing that these findings... have seemingly been ignored in the decision-making process of the aviation safety authorities." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      British Airways has been conducting its own test flight on Sunday, with chief executive Willie Walsh on board. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC business editor Robert Peston understands that the airline fears it might not be allowed to fly normal services until Thursday at the earliest. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Worsening disruption
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      UK Transport Secretary Lord Adonis, said "urgent discussions" were taking place between European and international agencies to ease the chaos. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We want to be able to resume flights as soon as possible, but safety remains my paramount concern," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I am with my husband and two young children stranded in Oslo and tearing my hair out trying to get home
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Christine Macandie
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Weather experts say wind patterns mean the cloud is not likely to move far until later in the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Brian Flynn, head of operations at Eurocontrol - which co-ordinates air traffic control in 38 nations - dismissed suggestions the authorities were being over-cautious. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "With the overriding objective of protecting the travelling public, these exceptional measures have to be taken," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile travel disruption worsened on Sunday. Eurocontrol said only 4,000 flights were expected in European airspace, against 24,000 normally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday there were 5,000 flights. All but 55 of 337 scheduled flights by US carriers to and from Europe were also cancelled. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Polish funeral
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Since Thursday, countries across northern and central Europe have either closed airspace or shut key airports. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Britain has extended a ban on most flights in its airspace until at least 1900 local time on Monday (1800 GMT). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ireland is keeping its airspace closed until 1200 GMT on Monday. Most French airports are to stay closed until Tuesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However airports in northern Spain, Lithuania and Ukraine reopened on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich was able to attend the funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski in the southern city of Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However the restrictions prevented many world leaders, including US President Barack Obama, from attending. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Travellers across northern Europe have sought other means of transport, packing out trains, buses and ferries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Southern Iceland's Eyjafjallajoekull volcano began erupting for the second time in a month on Wednesday, sending a plume of ash 8.5km (5.3 miles) high into the air. 
    	  
  	
    
      







    	  
  	
    
      Send your pictures or videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to 61124 if you are in the UK or+44 7725 100 100 if you are abroad. If you have a large file you can 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      upload it here
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      . 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Read the terms and conditions 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments may be published, displaying your name and location unless you state otherwise in the box below. 
    	  
  	
    
      









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8628323.stm
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  Polish president buried in state




    	  
  	
    
      The state funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski and his wife Maria has been held in Krakow, with thousands gathering in the city to pay respects.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A funeral Mass was held in St Mary's Basilica and a procession later took the coffins to be buried in a crypt of the historic Wawel Cathedral. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Many world leaders could not attend due to volcanic ash grounding flights. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Poland's first couple and 94 other people died eight days ago when their plane crashed as they flew to Russia. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    


    	  
  	
    
      21-gun salute
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In remarks at the funeral Mass, Krakow's Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz said the international fellow feeling in the wake of the deaths had shown "many layers of good between the people and nations". 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            AT THE SCENE
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Adam Easton, BBC News, Krakow
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The president and his wife were buried together in a honey-coloured alabaster sarcophagus in the crypt of the Wawel cathedral. It was inscribed with their names and a cross. Earlier world leaders attended a moving and solemn funeral at the nearby St Mary's Basilica.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Outside on the medieval market square and beyond 150,000 people watched the service on specially erected TV screens. As the funeral procession began its way to Wawel cathedral many chanted: "Lech Kaczynski, we thank you, and we're with you".
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev defied the air restrictions to fly to Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Archbishop Dziwisz said he was addressing Mr Medvedev personally in stating: "The sympathy and help we have received from Russian brothers has breathed new life into a hope for closer relations and reconciliation between our two Slavic nations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The coffins were then taken in a gun-carriage procession through Krakow and on to the walled castle and cathedral at Wawel for a 21-gun salute and the burial. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands lined the streets, waving flags, applauding and chanting: "Lech Kaczynski! We thank you!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Krakow ceremonies were for family, friends and international dignitaries but were shown on screens across the city. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Among those unable to attend the funeral are US President Barack Obama, the UK's Prince of Wales, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those mourners on the streets of Krakow said it was right for the funeral to take place on Sunday, despite cancellations by so many world leaders. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            POLISH FUNERAL SERVICE
			                        

	

    	  
  	
    
      Not attending:
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       US President Barack Obama; French President Nicolas Sarkozy; German Chancellor Angela Merkel; the UK's Prince of Wales and Foreign Secretary David Miliband; Spanish King Juan Carlos and PM Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero; Turkish President Abdullah Gul; Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf and Foreign Minister Carl Bildt; Finnish President Tarja Halonen; South Korean PM Chung Un-chan; Canadian PM Stephen Harper; Icelandic President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Attending: 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev; Czech President Vaclav Klaus; Slovak President Ivan Gasparovic; Slovenian President Danilo Turk; Ukraine President Viktor Yanukovych; Latvian President Valdis Zatlers; Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Andrus Ansip; Romanian President Traian Basescu; Hungarian President Lazslo Solyom and PM Gordon Bajnai 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    





    	  
  	
    
      One mourner, Bartek Kargol, told Associated Press: "I wouldn't move the funeral. This event is for our president." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Maria Kurowska, mayor of the town of Jaslo, told Agence France-Presse news agency that her town had paid for three coaches to bring mourners to Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's an exceptional moment. Poles have to be here," she said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, the coffins had been driven through Warsaw on a route that took in key locations of Lech Kaczynski's life, such as city hall, where he served as the capital's mayor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The coffins were then taken from Warsaw to Krakow on a military transport plane that flew below the volcanic ash cloud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, hundreds of thousands of people had attended an open-air memorial service in the centre of Warsaw. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The couple's final resting place is in a sarcophagus in the royal crypt in Wawel cathedral, next to Poland's revered independence leader, Jozef Pilsudski. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The decision to entomb a leader seen as divisive by many during his lifetime in such a hallowed place has drawn some protests. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Polish government airliner crashed in western Russia on 10 April. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Investigators believe pilot error caused the plane to hit tree-tops in heavy fog in the Smolensk region, where the Polish delegation had meant to attend a memorial for about 22,000 Poles massacred by Stalin's secret police at Katyn in World War II. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Key Polish political and military leaders were killed in the air crash, including the heads of all three branches of Poland's military. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      BBC News website readers have been sending in their thoughts on President Lech Kaczynski's funeral:
    	  
  	
    
      







    	  
  	
    
      Kaczynski's burial in Wawel is controversial to many people - I understand that Kaczynski, although obviously important, was not on a par with these greats. However, the decision had to be a rushed one - this was not something Poland was prepared for - and the final choice was given to his family, and I think their wishes should be respected.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Aaron Munday, Krakow, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I am in Krakow at the moment doing a TEFL course. I went to the city centre this afternoon to try and see what was happening, but only caught a few glimpses of the screens as there are so many people here and a lot of the streets are closed off. I saw people from all over Poland, including a large and visible contingent from the Gdansk branch of the Solidarity Union. Lots of people were wearing all kinds of uniforms, particularly scouts and military personnel, plus a few people wearing what I guess to be Polish national costumes. The atmosphere was respectful but not overly sombre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ben, Worthing, England
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I actually live in Krakow. I saw the coffin of President Lech Kaczynski. It was an emotional moment for me. Goodbye Mr Lech Kaczynski. I will never forget you.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Gabriela Chorobik, Krakow, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      We are stranded in Krakow on the day of the funeral. We were very impressed by the organisation and scale of the event. The Polish people take great national pride and this outpoured today. I doubt we would witness such grief for a politician in Britain. It was very moving.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lorna Nee, Hamilton, Scotland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I have to admit that it has been a beautiful ceremony and it was indeed touching to see all these people from different parts of the world gather to pay their respects to the dead. Unfortunately, I did not like the way in which the media (Polish and international ones) created the image of Lech Kaczynski - the national hero, who spent his life fighting for the common good, in the name of God and all Poles. In fact, he was a strongly polarising figure, both in and outside Poland, and since his death everybody seems to forget how questionable a politician he was. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Marta Krupinska, Kraków, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I am a student in Krakow. Today's ceremony is an historic moment. The funeral was wonderful. Lech Kaczynski was buried with highest honours. He was a warrior for freedom and truth.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Albert, Krakow, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8627857.stm
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  Study logs oceans' tiniest life




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Mark Kinver
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        Science and environment reporter, BBC News
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 




    	  
  	
    
      An unprecedented number of tiny, ocean dwelling organisms have been catalogued by researchers involved in a global survey of the world's oceans.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      One of the highlights was the discovery of a vast "microbial mat", covering an area equivalent to the size of Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Microbes are estimated to constitute up to 90% of all marine biomass. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The findings form part of the Census of Marine Life (CoML), a decade-long project that will present its full results in October. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      "In no other realm of ocean life has the magnitude of Census discovery been as extensive as in the world of microbes," said Mitch Sogin, leader of the International Census of Marine Microbes (ICoMM).
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is really only in the last decade that we have had the technology that allowed us to start asking who was out there
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Professor Paul Snelgrove,
    	  
  	
    
      Leader of CoML Synthesis Group
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "Scientists are discovering and describing an astonishing new world of marine microbial diversity and abundance." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ICoMM was one of four of the Census's projects that focused on "hard to see" marine organisms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The team, involving researchers from the Netherlands and the US, collected samples from more that 1,200 locations, which resulted in the compilation of a dataset containing in excess of 18 million DNA sequences. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      CoML researchers suggested that the total number of marine microbes, based on molecular characterisation, could be in the region of one billion species. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They added that the micro-organisms were vital for sustaining life on Earth, as they are responsible for about 95% of respiration in the oceans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "They play a really critical role in keeping the oceans working," said Paul Snelgrove, leader of CoML's Synthesis Group. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Certainly, life in the oceans - and then life on Earth - would collapse very quickly without the microbes." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the 1950s, scientists estimated that about 100,000 microbial cells inhabited in one litre of seawater. However, with the aid of modern technological advances, researchers now suggest that the figure is closer to one billion micro-organisms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They have also calculated that the estimated total mass of marine microbes is equivalent to 240 billion African elephants.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      As part of the CoML, Chile-based researchers found a "microbial mat" off the south-west coast of South America that covered a vast area, equivalent to the size of Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The mats were found at a depth where "oxygen minimum layers" (OML) occurred. These are regions where there is very little oxygen, or none at all. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the researchers found that the communities of microbes thrived on hydrogen sulphide, which is toxic to most lifeforms, and is the product of the breakdown of organic material in an environment where there is no oxygen. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The team - led by Victor Gallardo, vice-chairman of the Census Scientific Steering Committee - said the mats resembled an ecosystem that existed between 2.5bn and 650m years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      As well as microbes, scientists working on Census projects also assessed the diversity of zooplankton species; collected samples from abyssal plains, and hydrothermal vents and seeps. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Decade of discovery
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Professor Snelgrove said it was thanks to recent technological advances that it was now possible for scientists to study "hard to see" organisms.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      "In the case of microbes, we could not tell them apart because they were so small and all looked the same," he told BBC News. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Now we know that things that look identical do very different things in the oceans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It is really only in the last decade that we have had the technology that allowed us to start asking who was out there and what exactly were they doing." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He explained that information collected by the various projects will be listed on a open-access database called the Ocean Biogeographic Information System (Obis). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Everyone who has participated in the Census has agreed to deposit their data into this database," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Currently, Obis - which is accessible via the world wide web - has more than 27 million records covering in excess of 110,000 species. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It contains a wide range of information, including details of a species; where it was recorded, and at what depth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This has led to the building up of this global ocean biodiversity dataset," Professor Snelgrove observed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This is already allowing people to test predictions about where life is in the oceans, where are the biodiversity hotspots and lowspots? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I think it is going to be an extremely rich dataset to mine well into the future." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A final synthesis report will be published at the beginning of October to mark the end of the decade-long project involving in excess of 2,000 scientists from more than 80 nations. 
    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8622608.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



  Pope 'cries with Malta victims'




    	  
  	
    
      Pope Benedict XVI has held an emotional meeting with alleged victims of sexual abuse by priests in Malta, pledging to "bring to justice" abusers.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Pope had tears in his eyes and he also "expressed his shame and sorrow over what victims and their families have suffered", the Vatican said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The meeting, in private, took place at the end of the Pope's visit to Malta. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Three priests are accused of sexually abusing orphan children on Malta in the 1980s and 1990s. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      In Malta, 10 men have testified that they were sexually molested by Catholic priests at an orphanage during that time. They had asked to meet Pope Benedict to close what they have termed a "hurtful chapter" in their lives. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Spiritual courage'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "The Holy Father met a small group of persons who were sexually abused by members of the clergy," a Vatican statement said. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      [The meeting] was very emotional. Everybody cried
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lawrence Grech,
    	  
  	
    
      alleged sex abuse victim
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      "He prayed with them and assured them that the Church is doing, and will continue to do, all in its power to investigate allegations, to bring to justice those responsible for abuse and to implement effective measures designed to safeguard young people in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In the spirit of his recent Letter to the Catholics of Ireland, he prayed that all the victims of abuse would experience healing and reconciliation, enabling them to move forward with renewed hope," the statement added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the alleged abuse victims in Malta later said the meeting with the Pope - which lasted about 45 minutes - had given him huge spiritual courage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Speaking on local television, Lawrence Grech sobbed as he described the meeting. "It was very emotional. Everybody cried," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said he was now a lapsed Catholic after his childhood experiences. But he added that he thought the Pope should not carry on his shoulders the guilt of others in the paedophile priest scandals. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Vatican spokesman Federico Lombardi said the Pope was deeply moved by the victims' stories, saying that he "had tears in his eyes". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Reservations
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      This was the first time the pontiff had met with alleged victims since the worldwide clerical abuse row erupted this year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ahead of the Pope's visit, Father Lombardi said that the pontiff would not agree to any meeting in the full glare of media publicity, and that the crowded programme during the 26-hour visit to Malta was unlikely to leave a window for such an opportunity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, the Archbishop of Malta, Paul Cremona, told worshippers at a Mass attended by the Pope that the Catholic Church must recognise what he called the failures and sins of its members. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Pope had hitherto maintained silence on the abuse crisis, which has overshadowed his visit, the BBC's David Willey in Malta reports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, the pontiff was greeted outside the presidential residence by several thousand Maltese children singing happy birthday to the pontiff, who had just turned 83. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Pope is making a pilgrimage to the Mediterranean island in the footsteps of St Paul.
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  Challenger wins N Cyprus election




    	  
  	
    
      Challenger Dervis Eroglu has been elected the next president of North Cyprus.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu, the prime minister, won just over 50%, enabling him to avoid a run-off with incumbent, Mehmet Ali Talat. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The election may have a major impact on the chances of reuniting the divided Mediterranean island. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Talat backs reunification and closer ties with Europe. Mr Eroglu, a nationalist, supports a two-state solution. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu claimed victory, saying: "We will always work in co-operation with our motherland Turkey." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Results on the Turkish Cypriot High Electoral Board's website gave him 50.38% of the vote to Mr Talat's 42.85%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus has been divided since 1974, when Turkish troops invaded in response to a military coup backed by the junta ruling Greece at the time. The breakaway north is not recognised internationally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Analysts say the result could stall peace talks with the Greek Cypriots and have implications for Turkey's hopes of joining the European Union. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Greek Cypriots, who are already members, could block Turkey's membership bid. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      When Turkish Cypriots voted Mr Talat into office they had hoped he would unite Cyprus and thus bring to an end decades of international isolation imposed on the unrecognised Turkish Republic in the north of the island, the BBC's Tabitha Morgan reports from Nicosia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But despite years of negotiations with the Greek Cypriot leadership, he has not been able to deliver on his promises, she says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus remains divided and the north's hopes for trade links with Europe have been frustrated, our correspondent says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Turkish Cypriots are disappointed and, according to one analyst wanted "to punish Mr Talat" for his failure to reunite Cyprus. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu rejects the united, federal solution, endorsed by the international community and instead wants one based on two loosely connected sovereign states.
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  Thailand counter-protest threat




    	  
  	
    
      Thai yellow-shirt protesters, who oppose ex-PM Thaksin Shinawatra, have given the government a week to end a political crisis or face mass action.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts, or Peoples' Alliance for Democracy (PAD), are a loose grouping of royalists, businessmen and the urban middle class. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They oppose the pro-Thaksin, mainly poor and rural, red-shirt protesters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Red-shirts have occupied Bangkok for more than a month in an anti-government campaign that has left 23 people dead. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      They say the current government came to power illegally after the military ousted an elected government in 2006 and they want Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva to dissolve parliament and quit. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Financial district
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts, who say they are defending the monarchy, held a meeting of some 3,000 supporters in Bangkok on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COLOUR-CODED PROTESTS
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Red-shirts
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Formally called the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Mostly poorer workers from rural areas
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Many are loyal to ousted PM Thaksin Shinawatra
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Believe Mr Abhisit came to power illegally and want him to resign and call elections
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirts
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Known as the Peoples' Alliance for Democracy 
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Loose coalition of mostly urban middle-class royalists and businessmen
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      United by their hatred of Mr Thaksin who was ousted in 2006
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Occupied airports and official buildings in 2008, precipitating a political crisis
    	  
  	
    
      














    	  
  	
    
      PAD leader Chamlong Srimuang said: "We give the government seven days to return peace to the country or we, every member of the PAD, will perform our duty under the constitution. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Prepare yourselves for the biggest rally when we will eat and sleep on the street again." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirt spokesman Parnthep Pourpongpan added: "In seven days we hope that the government will deal with the terrorists from Thaksin immediately, otherwise we will show our voice to protect the country and the royal family." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts have been largely low-profile since the latest red-shirt protests began but in 2008 they staged a week-long blockade of airports that stranded hundreds of thousands of tourists. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirt protests also preceded the 2006 coup that ousted Mr Thaksin. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The red-shirt protests continue, with tens of thousands still in central Bangkok, despite an attempt last weekend by security forces to disperse them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The crackdown sparked the deadliest civil unrest in 18 years. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The red-shirts said on Sunday they would now try to occupy the financial district. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, army spokesman Sansern Kaewkamnerd said that "we won't let them go any further". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Let's say that we are left with no choice but to enforce the law," he told local television. "Those who do wrong will get their punishment." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Abhisit has refused demands to step down. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday he put the country's army chief, Gen Anupong Paojinda, in charge of security operations.
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  Afghanistan frees Italy aid staff




    	  
  	
    
      Afghanistan has freed three Italian aid workers held on suspicion of plotting to kill a provincial governor, Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini says.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The three members of the medical charity Emergency were arrested on 10 April in Helmand province. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Afghan officials had claimed they were bribed by insurgents to bring suicide bomb vests and weapons into a hospital run by the charity in Lashkar Gah. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The employees had strongly denied the allegations against them. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, Mr Frattini said he was grateful for the swift resolution of the issue. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also hailed Italian diplomats for acting "with extraordinary professionalism and discretion" in securing the release of the Italian nationals, Italy's Ansa news agency reports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The aid workers were earlier identified as Marco Garatti, Matteo Dell'Aira and Matteo Pagani. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Raid video'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Last week, Helmand Governor Gulab Mangal said "explosive suicide vests, hand grenades and weapons were brought to the Emergency hospital with the help of the foreign staff and their colleagues to carry out attacks in Lashkar Gah". 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      He added: "According to their plan, an Emergency foreign staff member received $500,000 as an advance for killing me." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The governor's spokesman, Dawood Ahmadi, said six Afghans who were also arrested had worked at the hospital as clerks, guards and translators. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Investigators had alleged that all nine detained had links the Taliban, and that the group had planned to carry out a suicide bombing in Lashkar Gah, then kill the governor when he came to the hospital to visit the injured, Mr Ahmadi added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Associated Press reported that video of the raid it had obtained showed British troops accompanying Afghan police, soldiers and government officials to the Emergency Surgery Centre for Civilian War Victims, run by Emergency. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At one point, the video shows a storeroom packed with open boxes that appear to contain bullets, pistols, hand grenades and bags of explosives, according to AP. A British soldier is heard saying that an explosives disposal unit is on its way. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Three foreign staff members are then seen sitting on outdoor benches, their identification cards visible but names unclear.
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  'Disrepute probe' of ANC's Malema




    	  
  	
    
      The youth leader of South Africa's ruling ANC, Julius Malema, will face a disciplinary hearing for bringing the party into disrepute, reports say.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The reports in South African media say the charges are believed to include promoting racism and intolerance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema recently embarrassed the ANC by ejecting a BBC reporter from a news briefing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He has also defied a party order to stop singing a song inciting hatred against white farmers. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema has also ignored ANC policy by publicly supporting Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Colourful insults'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Reports in South African media say the ANC Secretary-General, Gwede Mantashe, has already written to Mr Malema informing him about the charges. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A disciplinary action against the youth leader is expected to be discussed at an ANC meeting on Monday and measures could reportedly range from a reprimand to expulsion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last month, a judge convicted Julius Malema of hate speech for his comments about the woman who had accused President Jacob Zuma of rape. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Equality Court judge ordered him to make an unconditional apology and pay 50,000 rand ($6,700; £4,500) to a centre for abused women. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ANC Youth League leader had said the woman must have had a "nice time". Mr Zuma was acquitted of rape. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema, a close ally of Mr Zuma, is a controversial figure known for using colourful insults against anyone who crosses him. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He recently said he was the victim of a smear campaign after he was accused of living a lavish lifestyle while posing as a champion of the poor.

    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8628744.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



    IPL semis switched after blasts
  



      
    
      
        The Indian Premier League semi-finals have been moved from Bangalore to Mumbai amid security fears.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Two devices exploded outside Bangalore's Chinnaswamy Stadium before Saturday's IPL game between Bangalore Royal Challengers and Mumbai Indians. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The match went ahead, with Kevin Pietersen playing for Bangalore, but a third device was defused on Sunday. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "The environment in Bangalore stops us from continuing with our original plans," said IPL boss Lalit Modi. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        "The incidents were assessed by local police and the IPL's security agency as being of a minor nature but they have forced our hand. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This decision is naturally disappointing for the people of Bangalore but has been taken with the tournament's best interests, and the interests of its many varied stakeholders, in mind. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "The IPL wishes those affected by yesterday's incidents a speedy recovery from injuries suffered as a result of the cowardly actions.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        This is really damaging and dangerous for sport in India - this is the biggest ever year for sport in India
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        BBC correspondent Rahul Tandon
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        "Despite this setback, we're confident the semi-finals and finals of IPL will be successfully contested and provide a fitting finale to a remarkable tournament." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        All three devices were hidden in the stadium's perimeter wall and the two explosions are believed to have injured 15 people. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "There is very tight security around IPL matches but a number of questions now need to be answered," said BBC correspondent Rahul Tandon. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "How is it that with that security, explosives were placed so close to a stadium before a high-profile match? Secondly, how come they were placed again this morning and who is behind this? 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This is really damaging and dangerous for sport in India - this is the biggest ever year for sport in India." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Initial investigations suggested the explosives used in the devices were locally made and of low intensity, according to senior local police official MR Poojar. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The International Cricket Council said it was too early to comment on the attack or its ramifications on the 2011 World Cup, which will be jointly hosted by India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Up to 80 foreign players from across the world are contracted to the eight IPL teams. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The second edition of the tournament was moved to South Africa in 2009 amid fears the security forces would be too stretched by a clash of dates between the federal elections and the lucrative Twenty20 event. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        In late 2008, the first edition of the Twenty20 Champions League - featuring the leading provincial teams from five countries - was cancelled in the wake of terror attacks in Mumbai. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Cricket Australia said it was closely monitoring the current security situation, while New Zealand Cricket said it still plans to tour India in November. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        There was no immediate reaction from the Indian organisers of 2010 Commonwealth Games, which are set to be held in Delhi from 3-14 October.
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  Washington's $300,000 book fine




    	  
  	
    
      Librarians in New York's oldest library have uncovered a surprising book thief: George Washington.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The first president of the United States of America borrowed two books from the New York Society Library in 1789 but failed to return them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Adjusted for inflation, he has since racked up $300,000 (£195,000) in fines for being some 220 years late. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New York Society Library says it will not pursue the fine. It would simply like the books back. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He famously never told a lie, but it seems George Washington was not without his faults, the BBC's Madeleine Morris notes, reporting from Washington. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Two small losses
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On 5 October 1789, the first president borrowed two books from what was then the only library in Manhattan - "Law of Nations," a dissertation on international relations, and a volume of debate transcripts from Britain's House of Commons. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      George Washington did not even bother to sign his name in the borrower's ledger. An aide simply scrawled "president" next to the title to show who had taken them out. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The two tomes were due back a month later but were never returned and have been accruing late fees ever since. Librarians uncovered the misdemeanour as they were digitising the library's ledger from that time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New York Society Library says it will not pursue the fine but it would like the books back. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sadly for fans of 18th-Century political literature, they appear to have vanished. On the balance sheet of George Washington's achievements for America, mark down two small losses, our correspondent says.
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  Canoes recreate Pacific migration




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Nick Bryant
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Sydney
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 




    	  
  	
    
      A fleet of traditionally-designed Polynesian canoes has left New Zealand for a journey through the Pacific, re-living the epic migrations of the past.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Four double-hulled canoes set off from Auckland aiming to sail 4,000km (2,485 miles) to French Polynesia. The voyage is expected to take three months. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The route retraces the great Polynesian migration journeys of 1,000 years ago - albeit in the opposite direction. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is part of an attempt to revive traditional sailing skills. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      These include navigating without instruments or maps. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Under pristine blue skies and with strong winds filling their sails, the four canoes set off on their epic voyage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The boats are a hybrid of the old and the new, with fibreglass hulls which have been lashed together with wooden beams and ropes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They are big enough to carry crews of up to 16 people. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The aim is to reach French Polynesia, which is thought to have been the departure point for the Polynesian migrations to New Zealand, Hawaii and Easter Island at the end of the first millennium. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is considered a sacred route and the crews have come from across the South Pacific, including New Zealand, Fiji, the Cook Islands, Samoa, Vanuatu and Tonga.
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    Torres out for rest of the season
  



      
    
      
        Liverpool striker Fernando Torres will miss the rest of the season following knee surgery.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        The 26-year-old, who saw a specialist in Spain on Sunday, has been troubled by the problem for a number of weeks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A Liverpool spokesman said: "It was decided that he would need surgery on a torn cartilage in his right knee. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This will be carried out later on Sunday and, as a guide, the usual rehabilitation period for this type of procedure is around six weeks." 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        His fitness will be closely monitored by Spain manager Vicente del Bosque with Spain's opening World Cup game against Switzerland on 16 June. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Del Bosque must submit his final 23-man squad to Fifa by 1 June. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Torres, who joined Liverpool from Atletico Madrid in 2007, will also miss out on meeting his former club in the Europa League semi-finals. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Spaniard has scored 22 goals in all competitions this season, despite being beset by various injuries.
      
    
    




      
    
      
         Alonsoslastlaugh 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        He was sidelined for a month after a knee operation in January and before Christmas struggled with a groin injury. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Torres absence for the run-in for the season gives Liverpool manager Rafael Benitez a major headache in attack. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Dirk Kuyt, who normally plays on the right of midfield, can play as a forward and has scored nine league goals this season. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Young French striker David Ngog has scored just four goals in the Premier League this season, with his last league goal coming on 16 December in the 2-1 home win over Wigan. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Benitez also has at his disposal 19-year-old Spanish striker Daniel Pacheco, who has made the occasional substitute appearance this season. 
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    Button pips Hamilton to China win
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Marc Vesty
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Jenson Button stormed to his second win of the season as he headed team-mate Lewis Hamilton to a McLaren one-two at the Chinese Grand Prix.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Rain played havoc in China as Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg held off Ferrari's Fernando Alonso to finish third with Renault's Robert Kubica in fifth. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Button's win means he leads the drivers' championship by 10 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite starting at the front of the grid, Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber finished sixth and eighth. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Kubica's team-mate Vitaly Petrov completed an impressive day for Renault when he overtook Webber late on to take seventh position and earn his first points in Formula 1.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        Button had won the Australian Grand Prix after an early swap to slick tyres proved crucial and it was again superior strategic decisions by the 2009 world champion which led to him dominating for much of the race. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It was a tricky race and we called it right. It's not just about being quick - it's about reading the conditions," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Meanwhile, Hamilton once again proved his class when climbing the field. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The 2008 world champion made four pit stops throughout the grand prix in comparison to Button's two but still managed to fight back and pick up a vital 18 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Jenson made the better choice on the tyres. It wasn't easy making the call when to change the tyres. I chose very late halfway around the last corner. Clearly it wasn't the right choice," said Hamilton.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Michael Schumacher
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        Rosberg, challenged hard by Alonso in the closing stages, again out-performed team-mate Michael Schumacher who finished tenth, while Webber and Vettel will be hugely disappointed with their race performance. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A disappointed Schumacher said: "It is one of those races that you call frustrating. There were some good emotions but there were too many bad. Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Elsewhere, Felipe Massa fell from leading the driver's championship to sixth place overall after finishing ninth in China.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        With rain starting as the drivers lined up on the grid, the race got off to a manic start. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Third-placed Alonso immediately sprung to the front, overtaking the Red Bulls who had started at the front of the grid - but it was a jump-start by the Spaniard, who subsequently had to serve a drive through penalty. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        On the first corner Force India's Vitantonio Liuzzi careered across the track to wipe out Virgin's Timo Glock, Sauber's Kamui Kobayashi and Sebastien Buemi in the Toro Rosso, which led to the safety car being deployed. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That yellow flag bunched the cars and within minutes a complete re-jig of the grid order followed, as rain forced the vast majority of drivers to go in for intermediate tyres before, two laps later, the same cars headed back in to swap to slicks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Those double pit stops allowed Rosberg, Button and Kubica, who did not pit and instead stuck on soft tyres, to charge into the podium positions and establish a 50-second lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Behind the leaders a thrilling battle ensued between Hamilton and Vettel as they fought to climb back into the top spots. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        First the duo tussled on entrance into the pit before, as they were released out of the pits at the same time, the pair went wheel-to-wheel in a tense exchange which left Vettel narrowly ahead. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The face-off continued and at the hairpin on Turn 14 Hamilton cut inside Force India's Adrian Sutil and Vettel with an impeccably timed pass which put the McLaren up to sixth position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That early yellow flag also handed Alonso the opportunity to recover from his drive-through penalty and power his way through the field with a stunning drive, which included a canny overtake of team-mate Massa at the entry to the pit lane.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        And still the rain came and went unpredictably, throwing up a season's worth of drama in one grand prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        At the end of lap 22 debris from a disturbance to Jaime Alguersuari's Toro Rosso front wing forced the safety car out for a second time, bunching the pack once more. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That ruined the lead Button had been working hard to establish after overtaking Rosberg - and the Englishman subsequently slowed the field as racing restarted, bringing everyone incredibly close around the final hairpin. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "When the safety car was clearing debris off the circuit I had my heart in my mouth," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We had built up such a good gap and then everyone caught up, it was very tricky." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        With large clouds of rain rising behind the cars, the second half of the race saw the ever-daring Hamilton dash for the lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        The McLaren man charged past the Renaults before launching his challenge on Rosberg, until a fourth pit stop again relegated the Briton's position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        However, Rosberg's second pit stop handed Hamilton the opportunity to pull through in front of the German, whose general pace was slower, and set his sights on his team-mate. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But with degenerating tyres both McLarens were forced to nurse their way through the closing stages, albeit with a couple of violent swerves, to finish one second apart and seal a convincing victory for their team. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Towards the end of the race, when we put the intermediates on, the car felt really good," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I wasn't pushing the tyres too much but then it started raining again. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I made a mistake on the hairpin and ran wide and from then on I couldn't get any heat into the tyres. Any water I touched I aquaplaned so I had to back off." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        For Button a second win in only his fourth Grand Prix for McLaren means he will lead the championship going into the Spanish Grand Prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And Button can take extra confidence in the knowledge that in the last 20 seasons the driver leading after four rounds has won the championship on 15 occasions. 
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  Stranded globally: Your stories




    	  
  	
    
      Thousands of people remain stranded as restrictions on flights in European airspace extended into a fourth day because of the cloud of ash from a volcano in Iceland.
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      BBC news website readers across the world describe their predicaments.
    	  
  	
    
      









    	  
  	
    
       HELENE SVENDSRUD, NORWEGIAN IN HONG KONG
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I am stuck in Hong Kong, en route from Bali to Oslo. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      I'm currently in a five star hotel courtesy of Cathay Pacific with all the other passengers who were on the plane. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      We are very lucky compared to some others around the world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cathay Pacific have been excellent: there has always been at least one representative in the hotel, ready to answer our questions. They organise regular gatherings to give us information and they ring the hotel room of any passenger who isn't present. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The latest is that we'll be here until Tuesday - we're now getting our luggage delivered. If anyone wants to return to their starting point, Cathay Pacific will pay for that trip, but then you have to pay your own way home. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I don't have anything specific to go home to in Oslo. I was in Bali visiting friends I made when I was a student there last year, so, depending on what happens on Tuesday I may return to Bali. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There are quite a few other Scandinavians in the hotel, so I'm going shopping with them, walking around, trying to do fun things. 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      PARISSA, IRANIAN IN LONDON
    	  
  	
    
      








    	  
  	
    
      My mother and I arrived in London on Thursday with Virgin Atlantic, after visiting family in the US for a couple of weeks. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Our connecting IranAir flight to Tehran was due to leave eight hours later, but we are still here. There's no alternative way of getting home. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British officials gave us a seven-day visa and Virgin Atlantic gave us one night at a Premier Inn hotel, but after that - nothing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      We stayed there another night but it was too expensive, so we moved to this cheaper hotel near Heathrow. Our family in Tehran found it for us after looking on the internet. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      IranAir tells us we may be waiting four or five days - or maybe three weeks. We can use our ticket, but we don't know when. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I've never been to London before! But our money is running out so we are eating just one meal a day. Perhaps our family in Iran will wire us some money via Western Union. We just sit in our room, watching the television news. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nobody has explained what is going on, we will try contacting the Iranian consulate tomorrow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I feel bad! Bored, worried and exhausted. A work colleague rang from Tehran today to ask where I was. I said I was stuck and didn't know when I'd be back. 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      MAYANK SHARMA, BRITON IN LAGOS, NIGERIA
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      I have been stranded in Nigeria since Friday and BA has done nothing to contact any of us! 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I rang BA and asked why they were not making any hotel arrangements for us and the woman said: 'It is an act of God and we are not responsible!' 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I said "You don't really expect me to believe what you're saying?" and I was told "Yes, we do". So, I ended the conversation - what if I were an atheist? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I am here on business, I'm a supply chain consultant. My client has said it will pay my hotel bills, but then they want me to work for free when I return to London. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      We've been advised not to leave the hotel for security reasons. There's nothing to do really, apart from watch TV or go online. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Right now, I'm booked on a flight to London next Saturday. I'm just hoping the skies clear up. 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      CARLOS VEIGA, PORTUGUESE IN KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
    	  
  	
    
      








    	  
  	
    
      I was working in Singapore last week and spent the weekend in Kuala Lumpur, where I'm now stuck, as my flight back to Zurich was cancelled. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I'm flying with Emirates and I need to change in Dubai to get to Zurich. Emirates have managed to find me a seat on the 22nd, so let's hope the airport is open by then. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This is my first time in Asia, but I was really looking forward to returning to Europe and I don't feel like going out and seeing things. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My company is footing the bill - I'm not here on holiday! They have an office here in KL so at least I can go in to work tomorrow. The office is in the Petronas Twin Towers, so I'll make the most of that. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I keep checking Google news to see when the Swiss air space will reopen. I do wonder if the airlines are being overly cautious, but I'm not in a position to know. 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      LARS ERLEND OYMO, NORWEGIAN IN BELGIUM
    	  
  	
    
      








    	  
  	
    
      I'm currently stuck in Belgium, waiting for my flight home to Oslo. I'm visiting my girlfriend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My Ryanair flight was due to leave at 11 o'clock on Friday, and I've finally managed to rebook it for Tuesday 20th. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ryanair are so busy it's hardly worth calling, so I rebooked online. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I'm still not entirely sure if I'll make it home: Norwegian newspapers say airports in Norway will probably stay shut until Tuesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I'm pretty well off considering. We're now visiting my girlfriend's family and we'll return to Brussels tonight. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But I'm a university student and I need to get back to study for my exams. 
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  English lighthouse beams out forecast













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Zeb Soanes
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC Radio 4 announcer
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The BBC shipping forecast is usually read from a windowless studio in London but one day this spring I had a chance to read it looking out from the Orford Ness lighthouse across the North Sea.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The forecast boasts a list of 31 maritime locations, names that evoke a wild seascape of the imagination: Dogger, Fitzroy, Hebrides, Rockall, German Bight… and it's a daily rhythmic recitation much of the country finds quaintly comforting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tucked up in bed, the landlubber experiences all the vicarious danger of gales that are "imminent", and is reassured when conditions are "moderate or good".
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      This nightly litany of the sea reminds the British that theirs is an island nation with a proud seafaring past. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      For me, it evokes thoughts of home and family. I grew up by the sea in Suffolk on England's east coast. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The stretch of coastline running down from my hometown of Lowestoft is heavy with history and with myth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is also being steadily eaten away by the encroaching waves. Over the years, whole villages have been lost to the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Legend has it that on stormy nights, you can still hear the church bells of Dunwich tolling far beneath the waves. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Now it is the famous lighthouse at Orford Ness in Suffolk which is under threat. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Secret tests
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The British Ministry of Defence commandeered this area and used it for more than 70 years to carry out secret military tests. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Work was done here to develop the atomic bomb and perfect the system which later became known as radar. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the buildings is now used to beam the BBC World Service across the North Sea to Western Europe and beyond. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There are numerous, possibly apocryphal stories about this remote spit of land which, for many decades, was strictly closed to the general public. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some believe the tall networks of aerials were first erected to monitor the movement of UFOs.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Certainly it's true that one of the benefits of having been a closed military site is that wildlife was left to flourish including several rare species which, seemingly, weren't disturbed by the frequent explosions and other mysterious military activity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC agreed that on this one occasion the shipping forecast could be read from the top of the Orford Ness lighthouse, and I met Keith Seaman, the lighthouse-keeper with an appropriately nautical name, over tea in a former Ministry of Defence hut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He comes from a long line of keepers. He drove us out across the shingle, past ominous warnings of unexploded bombs (they still find up to 15 a year), to reach the lighthouse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is mainly white but with two red candy stripes. Keith told me the stripes are as much a signal to sailors as the light itself, identifying the lighthouse by day as Orford. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There's another red and white lighthouse up the coast at Happisburgh, but that has three stripes," he informed me. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Notorious dangers
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The dangers to shipping here have long been notorious. In 1627, 32 ships were lost in a single night here. There was scarcely a survivor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This lighthouse stands only metres from the shoreline. It seems poignant and perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Like all modern lighthouses it is battery-powered, charged by the mains to ensure continuity of service in the event of a power-cut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Half-way up, I was surprised to see a computer-station linked to a transmitter on the roof. Therein may lie the fate of all British lighthouses - high-tech navigation systems may soon render them all useless. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But, as Keith noted dryly: "That's all right so long as the computers work."
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      German Bight, Humber, Thames. Northwest backing southwest four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The shipping forecast
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      On this beautiful spring day, we had a wonderful view from the top and on a clear night, I was told, the light itself can be seen for 25 nautical miles (46km). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It has a four-tonne lens which floats on a bath of mercury. Keith switched off the motor and showed me how, with a mere touch of my finger, I could start it revolving again. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so, finally, I unfolded a copy of that morning's shipping forecast, faced out to sea, and started to read. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the BBC headquarters back in London, we broadcast from a windowless studio, so it was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons who, as opposed to the landlubbers who simply enjoy its poetry, depend on the forecast's maritime data to keep them safe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The area forecasts for the next 24 hours," I intoned. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "German Bight, Humber, Thames. North-west backing south-west four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Of course it all made perfect sense to Keith, the lighthouse keeper, who remembered one final piece of advice, to protect those out at sea: "My grandfather always said, 'Before you leave, sweep your eyes over the horizon.''' 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so before we left, we did. 
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  'Untouchable' champion of India's poor













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Chris Morris
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The first woman Dalit (formerly "untouchable") chief minister of an Indian state, Kumari Mayawati, is celebrated by those at the bottom of the Hindu caste system as their champion, but also criticised for amassing vast personal wealth.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Standing in the afternoon heat close to the banks of the Gomti River, looking down from a flyover on a vast monumental park, you would be forgiven for wondering whether the sun is playing tricks on you. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Is it a mirage? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A row of 60 giant elephants, carved from sandstone, stand guard along a broad processional walkway.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Mayawati is creating a special police force to protect her monuments and her army of statues from harm
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      There are domes and colonnades, granite pillars with brass elephant heads, a vast lotus-shaped memorial surrounded by shimmering marble and there are statues. Everywhere there are statues. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My first thought is to misquote the poet Shelley. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My name is Mayawati, Queen of Queens: Look on my work, ye mighty, and despair! 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Because this is the piece de resistance of Ms Mayawati, the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On a scale that puts the Taj Mahal to shame, the Bhim Rao Ambedkar Monument celebrates the life of the man who wrote the Indian constitution and championed the cause of the downtrodden. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He is a hero in particular to India's Dalits, or "the oppressed", the community from which Ms Mayawati has risen. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dalits used to be known as "untouchables". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Below the bottom rung of the Hindu caste system, they were considered to be ritually polluted from birth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Officially, untouchability was outlawed by Ambedkar's constitution 60 years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And in urban areas, and among those who have managed to grab the lifeline of education, its shadow has been diminished. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Segregation
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      But out in India's teeming villages, caste remains a dominant fact of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In many rural regions, Dalits are still forced to live in separate segregated areas. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They are often prevented from collecting water from the same well as higher caste people, and they do the jobs that no-one else wants to do. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I have to confess that since I have been living and working in this country I have tiptoed around covering the caste system.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The elephant, the ubiquitous symbol of Ms Mayawati's political party, is now riding high
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      It is a failure on my part I will admit, as hierarchy reveals so much about India and the Indian mindset. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But for outsiders, caste is fiendishly complicated, hard to understand and even harder to explain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In Uttar Pradesh, though, it is hard to avoid. The elephant, the ubiquitous symbol of Ms Mayawati's political party, is now riding high. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so is the Dalit pantheon. There are an estimated 20,000 statues of Ambedkar across this state, most of them commissioned by Ms Mayawati. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Vanity projects
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      She has also built countless statues of other Dalit leaders, including of course, of her own good self, staring defiantly into the distance and clutching a trademark square handbag. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      So it is easy to mock Ms Mayawati and her addiction to statues. Many middle class Indians frequently do. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Her political opponents accuse her of corruption and say she is wasting vast quantities of public money on vanity projects in one of the poorest parts of the country. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There has been a legal challenge, and the Supreme Court has ordered a stay on statue building while it considers the case.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      In response Ms Mayawati is creating a special police force to protect her monuments and her army of statues from harm. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      What for, asked one incredulous opponent? Will they lose height or weight? Is someone planning to disfigure them? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But there is some method in this apparent madness. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalits of Uttar Pradesh still vote en masse for Ms Mayawati. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And the more she spends to excess, the more some of them seem to revel in it. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At one huge rally, she was greeted with an enormous garland made entirely of 1,000 rupee notes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The tax department is investigating, and some say the garland may have been worth between $400,000 and $2m (up to £750,000). But the crowds loved it.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Dalits have been denied public space for so long, consciously shut out of it, that her supporters see the statues as the ultimate riposte
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      And then she was given a second garland made entirely of money, this time worth 1.8m rupees ($39,000). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And what of the statues? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Well, Dalits have been denied public space for so long, consciously shut out of it, that her supporters see the statues as the ultimate riposte. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is reasserting our identity, they say, and reviving our lost history. Making Dalits realise that we too have a stake in this country. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And that means she is creating aspirations and she retains huge loyalty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But what about distributing power among the grass roots? That is where her opponents say she has failed. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Caste enigma
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      So where do Dalit politics go from here? Can Ms Mayawati move from strength to strength? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I have my doubts, but for me caste remains one of India's enduring mysteries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I remember many years ago meeting a professor in Chennai and asking him to explain the caste system to me. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He turned to his collection of books, and honed in on 24 thick, bound volumes of The Castes and Tribes of South India, stretching right along the top shelf like the Encyclopaedia Britannia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Without a word he pulled out volume 24, opened it at the last page and handed it to me. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To be continued, it said. 
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  African viewpoint: House of Stone at 30









    	  
  	
    
      In our series of viewpoints from African journalists, Zimbabwean filmmaker and columnist Farai Sevenzo asks what a nation does at 30, after times of relentless pain.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe, the House of Stone, is 30 years old. April 18 1980 seems a lifetime away. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The righting of colonial wrongs can take up to 30 years to complete and do more harm to those a revolution seeks to protect
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      This nation's tale has constantly divided opinion and people, creating new histories and revisionist ones that say 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I told you so
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - but the umbilical cord for Zimbabweans remains attached and pulsing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At 30 a man or a woman may be feeling broody, that it is time to have some children, set down some roots, leave a legacy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      What does a nation do? 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ghosts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      I have no old men memories of the liberation struggle to offer you - like crossing into Mozambique to fight, dismantling Rhodesia's apartheid, educating a country, forging a peace and moving from prime minister to president and holding on as those around me die off. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Instead, my own personal memories are filled with ghosts - the kind of ghosts only a reporter would bother to give head space to. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      For just over a decade now I have been reporting on Zimbabwe on camera, radio, print and on the internet; and my ghosts are the kind of characters only people like me get to meet. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And, unlike many a reporter whose reports are prefaced with, "the BBC is banned from reporting in Zimbabwe," I have never suffered those restrictions. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      There was 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 who, after kicking out my white cameraman from his office on Rezende Street, told me the revolution had started and I should come home and claim my land. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      There was 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 bearded and sharply focused, meeting me at dawn in the town of Bindura to declare his allegiance to, "our father, Comrade RG[Robert Mugabe]." 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Both Hitler and Border have moved on to the great green farm in the sky, as have others to whom the revolution was the very purpose of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There were images too of 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    










    	  
  	
    
      Shrinking and wilting
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Perhaps 30 years from now, historians in Harare be applauding a new economic class of freshly empowered black Zimbabweans. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      But I am getting ahead of myself, there was more to come in the relentless pain of our times. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands more lost their homes in 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 and the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile the land, famed for its stunning beauty and green acres, was shrinking and wilting like the skin of a dying man. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is the drought, cried the politicians, we cannot farm when there is no rain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And no-one mentioned the departed farmers but everything was done to help the new ones - free fertiliser, brand new tractors - and still this fertile land failed to yield its once bountiful produce to previous levels. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Swept away
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Then came 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 when billion dollar banknotes mingled with waste on rubbish dumps and those scouring for food preferred to pick up anything but those notes. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      And the politics remained bloody. The art of persuasion which politics can be was diminished to 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      By the time a kind of peace was achieved, with a new 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 in this nation's 29th year, reporters had had their fill of the drama in the House of Stone. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      So what can this compressed history tell us? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A history such as this has many truths, and seems to say that the righting of colonial wrongs can take up to 30 years to complete and do more harm to those a revolution seeks to protect. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Other lands, other cities, other lives
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Of course much of this history, by open agreement between the feuding parties, is no longer of any relevance to the bright new future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Instead, 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 which for so long squirrelled the nation's wealth into foreign bank accounts. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      But who will benefit? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Will the ministers who took the farms also take the mines? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile, the gap between the rich and the poor is wider than the Victoria Falls; houses being built in affluent suburbs are large and feature imported Italian marble; and I for one miss the cafe society feel of Harare with its many restaurants and excellent bars. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And it is easy to spend an entire weekend at The Stones in Highfield township watching football and eating grilled intestines at the Jambalaya Inn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the poor out in the villages are finding it increasingly difficult to get their hands on a US dollar; the country still needs food aid and the citizens of this flame lily of a nation have been leaving in droves, tucking away their education to bolster the economies of other lands, other cities, other lives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But wherever I am I still feel the pull of that umbilical cord and think I should really have taken up Dr Hunzvi's offer of land. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      If you would like to comment on Farai's latest viewpoint, please do using the postform below. But please only send your comment once.
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments will be published.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe has a better future than any other country in Africa, SA included. They are smart to reorganise their economic organs now, in the early phases of their nation. Their own indigenous people will control Zimbabwe's untold wealth entirely while we in South Africa will remain servants to white masters from Europe and elsewhere. In SA we even have white supremacists and neo-Nazis still marching as they please. Would they dare to march in Zim? Those Shonas and their old leader are smart people, and time will confirm it.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sidney Mhlanga, Cape Town, South Africa
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Thirty years as student in college we were excited that Zimbabwe was free at last, then came Bob Marley record on Zimbabwe. It made everyone proud. I am a Nigeria but we as college students were supportive of freedom fighters across the continent. It is an irony that Gen Obasanjo who played a key role in the freedom of Zimbabwe was called upon to offer olive branch to displayed farmers in 2003
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tayo Olayiwola, Tallahassee, FL, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A new Zimbabwe embryo is alive and well. There are many of us waiting to bring back our training, education... we were driven to become global nomads. The tacit knowledge we all collectively possess as a result of this experience will make Zimbabwe one of the fastest growing economies on earth. Think about it. We know how to make anything the Far East can make and at lower prices because we have the raw materials on our doorstep. Things may have been tough in the past, but in the next four or five years, Southern Africa is a lot closer to becoming a stable democracy then some other large Asian nations are.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      JM, Cambridge, Ma, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Well, things in the House of Stone have been moved rapidly to their natural end: a vast chasm between rich and poor. Why lament the predestined outcome which will be foisted on all the ruled by the rulers: 'Them that has gets more'? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert, Palm Springs, CA, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Well written and so sad that i have shed a few tears thinking of all that has gone on before and since the birth of that gorgeous country.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Jonathan Fairlie, United Kingdom
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  Day at the races - Baghdad-style








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Jim Muir
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Baghdad
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The crowd in the stands rose to their feet shouting and gesticulating in tense excitement as the horses rounded the final bend and thundered down the home straight to the finishing-post in a cloud of dust.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A mundane enough sight in many places, for sure - but not perhaps what you would expect to find in war-stricken Baghdad. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Since 1920, when the British founded the Baghdad Equestrian Club, horseracing has been a regular feature of life in the Iraqi capital. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Twice a week, on Saturdays and Tuesdays, patient punters queue at checkpoints on the approach road to the dusty racecourse on the western outskirts of the city. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Arguing over coffee
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      They have been doing this throughout the turbulent times that followed the US-led invasion in 2003, which disrupted racing just for a brief three-month period at the beginning. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It was very difficult," recalls Dr Muhammad Mahmoud Najem, the club's chief vet and registrar of the Iraqi Arabian Horse Organisation. He has worked at the racecourse for the past 30 years. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "American troops were here, with their tanks parked on the racetrack. After that, there were difficult times. Many horses were killed or died. Many owners left Iraq, jockeys went to neighbouring countries. But then things gradually began returning to normal." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The horse owners had to club together and put up funds for the facilities to be rehabilitated. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We leave our differences at the gate. There are no Sunnis or Shias here. Just people who love horses
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Racecourse regular
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Even now, the stands and public areas are shabby, grubby and run-down. The grandstand, started by a French company in Saddam Hussein's day, remains unfinished. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But that does not deter the hundreds who flock here twice a week to study form, argue over a coffee or a hubble-bubble, join the clamouring crush to place last-minute bets with the touts, and then cheer their chosen mount on as it careers past the stands. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There's no other place like this in Baghdad where you can go and have a good time," said one regular. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's not the money that brings us here, it's seeing the horses. It's like a fraternity. We leave our differences at the gate. There are no Sunnis or Shias here. Just people who love horses." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some of the punters brandish thick wads of $100 bills. A lot of money changes hands here. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Three-quarters of the people here are unemployed," said one regular. "Some of them go robbing and looting to get money to come and gamble here. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It wasn't like this in Saddam's time, when the law was strong. Nowadays if they catch someone stealing, they just say: 'That's all right' and let him go, because all the leaders are thieves." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The racecourse is in an area which was until recently a hotbed of militant Sunni insurgency, making it all the more remarkable that it managed to keep going through all the troubles. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There are usually six races each meet day, with purse money varying according to the category of the horses. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The betting money all goes to the owners and for the employees' salaries, there's no profit at all," says Dr Mahmoud, the senior vet. "Believe me, the horse owners are losing money." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We hope some companies will invest in racing so we can complete the infrastructure and the stands, and support the horses properly, so we can come up to international level," said another course vet and racing fanatic, Jamal Rashid. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There's a big shortage of medicines and vaccines for the horses. We have big health problems. Nobody bothers with it, they're busy looking after cattle and sheep and other commercial operations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It's a far cry from the glory days which in its early decades made the Baghdad club the most glamorous and prestigious racing venue in the Middle East. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Now, it has been eclipsed by Dubai and other regional centres. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But given the dedication that has kept the racecourse going through thick and thin, it's an odds-on bet that it will still be around for a very long time to come. 
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  Plans for Austria's Nazi-era towers spark controversy








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Bethany Bell
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Vienna
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      Scattered through Vienna are six huge anti-aircraft towers, a grim reminder of the city's Nazi past.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The flak towers were put up during the Second World War between 1942 and 1945. They were built in pairs in parks in the heart of the city. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Guns to shoot down Allied fighter planes were placed high on the concrete bastions and hundreds of civilians took shelter inside during bombing raids. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the architectural historian, Ute Bauer, who is taking part in a study of the towers, says their main purpose was propaganda. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The towers were meant as a sign of the military strength of the Third Reich, to show that the allied bombers could be defeated. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In 1943 when the towers were built, the authorities already knew the bombers flew higher - so they were of no military use, but they built them regardless." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She says that underground air raid shelters were more effective protection for the civilian population than the landmark towers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Horror of war'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The flak towers were built by forced labour. On the walls inside you can still see graffiti, written in chalk and pencil, by prisoners of war. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Milano, poi morire" wrote one Italian prisoner. "Milan, then die".
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      These buildings are so strong inside that you can feel the horror of war - I want people to have this feeling so that it cannot happen again
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sabine Gretner
    	  
  	
    
      Green Party
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Today one of the flak towers houses an aquarium and another is used by the Austrian army. But there is controversy about what should be done with the others. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Getting rid of the reinforced concrete hulks would be too difficult and expensive, according to Sandro Forst of the Vienna City Administration. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Even if you put a bomb inside you couldn't destroy the tower so you would need very strong diamond saws to cut it into pieces," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "And to cut up a whole tower is, from a technical point of view, impossible." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The towers have few windows and their cold concrete halls and echoing stairwells recall a period in history that some Austrians would prefer to forget. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Very safe'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Calls by Vienna's MAK Museum for Applied Arts/Contemporary Art to turn one of the towers into a centre for modern art have so far failed to materialise.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      But now the Vienna City Council is considering plans to turn one of the best-preserved towers, the Leitturm in the Arenberg Park, into a data storage centre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sandro Forst says upkeep costs are "rising enormously", and that rent from a commercial storage company would help with the maintenance of the listed buildings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Above all, he says, a flak tower is secure: "The data centre must be kept safe from any kind of terrorism. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The flak towers are made of very stable concrete, they are well located and they are very safe because of the concrete walls." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Sabine Gretner from the Green Party believes the towers should be opened to the public - as a reminder of a dark period of history. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She says that because of the "Austrian political landscape, it is very important to know about the Second World War". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We have got right-wing politicians, and young people are starting to vote for them. And these buildings are so strong inside that you can feel the horror of war. I want people to have this feeling so that it cannot happen again." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the moment, there are not even signs explaining the history and function of the towers. But their looming presence above Vienna's parks and playgrounds cannot be ignored. 
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  Support ebbs for pro-unity Turkish Cypriot leader








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Tabitha Morgan
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Nicosia
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      If body language is an indicator, then Mehmet Ali Talat, leader of breakaway northern Cyprus for the past five years, knows he faces an uphill challenge.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      When his campaign bus arrived in the centre of the coastal town of Kyrenia on Tuesday night, he looked weary as he stood up, put on his jacket and prepared to meet his waiting supporters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The signs do not look good for him. Opinion polls suggest that Mr Talat's main rival, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu, is likely to win when Turkish Cypriots go the polls on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      That is not to say that Mr Talat's supporters are throwing in the towel. Far from it. "There was a fantastic grass-roots revolution when he came to power," said Emine, a university student, "and we want to keep that revolution alive until Cyprus is reunited". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The problem is, as the Kyrenia election rally showed, the revolutionary spirit is fading. The turnout was poor, the applause lacklustre.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The pro-solution people are punishing Talat
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ali Erel
    	  
  	
    
      Civil society activist
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      The broad support from all sectors and classes of society that Mr Talat once attracted was missing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      So what has gone wrong? Mr Talat came to power promising change after years of stagnation under the leadership of the veteran nationalist Rauf Denktash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus has been divided since 1974, when Turkish troops invaded in response to a military coup backed by the junta ruling Greece at the time. The breakaway north is not recognised internationally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Talat committed himself to forging closer ties with Europe and reuniting Cyprus. He failed on both counts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To be fair, circumstances conspired against him. The European Union promised to ease trade restrictions after Turkish Cypriots voted in a referendum in 2004 to accept a UN plan to reunite Cyprus - a plan that Greek Cypriots overwhelmingly rejected. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the Republic of Cyprus, an EU member, blocked the easing of the embargo on the north. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Settlers from mainland
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      At the same time, reunification talks dragged on, meeting the same old obstacles that have prevented progress in previous rounds of negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nevertheless, many Turkish Cypriots believe Mr Talat has let down the community, becoming aloof and dictatorial.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      "The pro-solution people are punishing Talat," says civil society activist Ali Erel. "Basically, he lost contact with them, with civil society in the streets. He cut them out and said he didn't need them any more - he alone would deliver." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Also working against Mr Talat was the demographic trend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      An increasing proportion of the population of northern Cyprus consists of mainland Turks who have settled on the island. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The settlers oppose reunification because any deal, at Greek Cypriot insistence, would involve the deportation of many of them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those opposing unification along the lines that Mr Talat has been pursuing have found an ally in Mr Eroglu. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Never merged'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      His vision of a solution to the Cyprus problem is based on the creation of a confederation, with separate and loosely-linked Greek and Turkish Cypriot states. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His supporters, like former foreign minister Vedat Celik, say this is the only realistic answer: "We cannot accept a unified state or the Greek claim that we are all Cypriots as one people," he says. "These two communities have never merged, there are no inter-marriages." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The view of Mr Celik and others is that most Cypriots - Greek as well as Turkish - are happy with the current state of affairs: a divided island where the two communities live peacefully apart.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      If that is the case, then why all the international fuss about Cyprus? The answer is that the island's fate is directly linked to Turkey's aspiration to join the EU. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the view of Nicosia-based analyst Hubert Faustman, if Mr Eroglu comes to power and reunification talks fail, then Europe will blame Turkey - the real power in northern Cyprus. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The result would be a significant increase in "pressure on Ankara to deliver on its commitments to the EU - in particular to open up its ports and airports to the Republic of Cyprus. It could mean a stalemate in Turkey's EU negotiations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Aside from Turkey's fate, Sunday's election in northern Cyprus could force Cypriots, too, to start facing harsh truths. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If reunification talks fail," a European diplomat said, "then at some point in the future the international community could decide to walk away, on the grounds that there is no evidence that the two communities really want to make the compromises needed to live together."
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  Brown slams Goldman 'bankruptcy'



    	  
  	
    
      GOLDMAN SACHS GROUP INC.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 21:01 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      price
    	  
  	
    
      change
    	  
  	
    
      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      160.70
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -23.57
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -12.79
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this share price
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown has called for a "special investigation" into Goldman Sachs after reports that the bank is to pay £3.5bn in bonuses.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Speaking on the BBC's Andrew Marr Show the Prime Minister described the situation as one of "moral bankruptcy". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His criticism follows allegations by the Securities and Exchange Commission in US that Goldman defrauded investors during the sub-prime housing crisis. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman strongly rejected the claims as wrong "in fact and law". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown said that the UK Financial Services Authority should launch an immediate inquiry in co-operation with the US regulator, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Sunday Times reported that the bank was set to pay out £3.5bn in bonuses to its staff worldwide - including almost £600m to 5,500 London-based employees - for just three months work. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday, the SEC issued civil charges against Goldman that it failed to disclose conflicts of interest during the marketing of sub-prime mortgages in which investors lost $1bn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown said that the issue underlined the need for further reform of the international banking system. "I am shocked at this moral bankruptcy. This is probably one of the worst cases that we have seen," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The narrative of what transpired, as set out by the SEC, is quite the financial thriller
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert Peston, BBC Business Editor
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      'Immediate investigation'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "Hundreds of millions of pounds have been traded here and it looks as if people were misled about what happened. I want the Financial Services Authority to investigate it immediately." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The other two main parties have plans to reform the banking system. Among Conservatives plans is a strong push for an international agreement to stop banks engaging in large-scale trading using their own money 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And the Liberal Democrats, which would have gone further than Labour's bail-out and nationalised banks, say they will separate banks' retail and investment arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In Germany, government spokesman Ulrich Wilhelm told a German newspaper that its regulator, BaFin, will also seek information from the SEC. "After a careful evaluation of the documents we will decide about legal steps," Mr Wilhelm said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Germany-based IKB, which invested in the sub-prime securities, required a bailout of at least 10bn euros after its near collapse in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Charges
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On Friday, the SEC issued charges against Goldman and one of its London-based vice presidents, Fabrice Tourre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC says Goldman failed to disclose "vital information" that one of its clients, Paulson & Co, helped choose which securities were packaged into the mortgage portfolio. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      These securities were sold to investors in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Goldman did not disclose that Paulson, one of the world's largest hedge funds, had bet that the value of the securities would fall. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The whole building is about to collapse anytime now... Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fabrice...
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Email by Fabrice Tourre
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      The SEC said: "Unbeknownst to investors, Paulson... which was posed to benefit if the [securities] defaulted, played a significant role in selecting which [securities] should make up the portfolio." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In sum, Goldman Sachs arranged a transaction at Paulson's request in which Paulson heavily influenced the selection of the portfolio to suit its economic interests," said the Commission. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Housing collapse
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The SEC alleges that investors in the mortgage securities, packaged into a vehicle called Abacus, lost more than $1bn (£650m) in the US housing collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Tourre was principally behind the creation of Abacus, which agreed its deal with Paulson in April 2007, the SEC said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Commission alleges that Mr Tourre knew the market in mortgage-backed securities was about to be hit well before this date. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC's court document quotes an email from Mr Tourre to a friend in January 2007. "More and more leverage in the system. Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fab[rice Tourre]... standing in the middle of all these complex, highly leveraged, exotic trades he created without necessarily understanding all of the implications of those monstrosities!!!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A Goldman spokeswoman said the company had no comment on Mr Brown's attack. On Friday, the bank, said: "The SEC's charges are completely unfounded in law and fact and we will vigorously contest them and defend the firm and its reputation." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Calls to Mr Tourre's office were referred to the Goldman press office. Paulson has not been charged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, Paulson & Co. said: "As the SEC said at its press conference, Paulson is not the subject of this complaint, made no misrepresentations and is not the subject of any charges."
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  Airlines count volcano ash losses




    	  
  	
    
      Airlines will lose at least $200m (£130m) per day in revenues as a result of the volcanic ash-linked disruption, the industry's governing body has said.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The International Air Transport Association (IATA) said its members would also lose further money as a result of expensive contingency plans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile accountants KPMG said it expected UK flights alone to cost airlines in excess of £200m per day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      All UK flights in England and Wales were grounded on Friday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Those airspace restrictions will remain in place until at least 0700 BST on Saturday, and widespread restrictions are now in place across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Conservative estimate
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      British Airways' website said it is cancelling all its flights to and from London airports on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The carrier said that following the lifting of flying restrictions to Scottish air space, a small number of flights from the US originally scheduled for other UK destinations will fly into Scotland overnight. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      German flag carrier Lufthansa announced that all its European flights would be cancelled until at least 1100 BST on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And Ryanair has said none of its flights in northern Europe would operate until at least Monday afternoon. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The volcanic ash has turned into quite a financial disaster for my business.
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Louise Guinda, Safe Dreams
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Some restrictions in Scotland are being lifted from 1900 BST on Friday, however. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IATA said its estimate of a $200m daily loss of revenues was "initial and conservative". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In addition to lost revenues, airlines will incur added costs for re-routing of aircraft, care for stranded passengers and stranded aircraft at various ports," its director of corporate communications, Anthony Concil, said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      KPMG was less conservative in its estimates, predicting a £200m loss in traffic revenues as a result of the UK shutdown, assuming that all ticket sales would have to be refunded to passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shares in major European airlines fell on Friday as the volcanic ash cloud spread across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British Airways saw its share price fall by 3.3%, while Air France-KLM lost 3.4%, and Lufthansa was down 4.1%. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Douglas McNeill, transport analyst, Charles Stanley Securities
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The falls appeared to reflect concerns among investors over the impact the stoppages could have on the airline industry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Douglas McNeill, a transport analyst at Charles Stanley Securities, said the financial impact would be small providing the stoppages were short-lived. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers," he told the BBC. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "For a large network carrier like BA or Lufthansa you're talking about £10m a day - but that's of limited commercial significance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "A couple of days like this won't matter too much. If it goes on for weeks, that's a different story." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Few businesses hit
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Dr Ashley Steel, Global Chair for Transport and Infrastructure at KPMG, agreed that grounding the fleet would cost an airline like BA "tens of millions of pounds", but said that the companies needed to look at how they could better cope with such events in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "These unprecedented events underline again the need for mergers and global alliances in the airline industry because truly global airlines will be much better placed to deal with the financial fallout from these types of events," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The effect on the wider economy, however, is not expected to be as great. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Howard Archer, chief European economist at IHS Global Insight, said the impact on trade would be minimal assuming the stoppages were not prolonged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Some businesses will be affected by the inability for freight to get in and out of the country. But as long as the disruption is not too long, this should not be a major problem," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Imports and exports by air freight represent just 1% of UK trade by weight, according to the think tank Oxford Economic Forecasting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, in value terms, around 30% of exports are transported by air - with the pharmaceutical industry particularly reliant on air freight, due to the high value and low weight of their products. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Potential disruption'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      No problems have been announced yet but Chris Snelling of the Freight Transport Association said problems could emerge. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Stuff that's being air freighted is almost always needed at short notice," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The pharmaceutical industry produces goods with short shelf lives sometimes and they need to get to the doctors and hospitals very quickly. Exporting beyond Europe has become impossible." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Snelling added that manufacturing industries also relied on getting spare parts to keep factories going. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If firms suffer problems with equipment, they may find it hard to get replacement equipment at short notice. You might see factories being restricted in what they do or potentially shutting down. You could start to see a lot of disruption."
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  Toyota recalls more US vehicles




    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has announced yet more recalls, the latest being 600,000 Sienna minivans in the US due to corrosion.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The news came a day after the Japanese company halted production of its Lexus GX 460 because of safety concerns. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The latest recall affects Siennas made between 1998 and 2010, which may suffer corrosion in the spare tyre carrier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In the worst case, the carrier cable may fail and the spare tyre could become separated from the vehicle," Toyota said in a statement. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The company said it was working on a solution to the problem. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, the Japanese carmaker halted sales of its Lexus GX 460 SUV worldwide after a US magazine, Consumer Reports, said the vehicle's handling during its tests posed a "safety risk". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota also said it would test all of its other SUV models, including the Land Cruiser, Land Cruiser Prado and Rav4. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerning the Sienna recall, Toyota said prolonged exposure to road salt could result in excessive corrosion of the spare-tyre cable, and that they should be inspected by dealers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Rapid expansion
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Toyota overtook General Motors in 2008 as the world's biggest carmaker, but has since blamed its quality control problems on its rapid expansion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Executives from Toyota were fiercely criticised in the US Congress and the company's once high reputation has been left in tatters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has recalled more than 8m vehicles since late 2009 for brake and accelerator defects, and is facing 97 lawsuits for damages for injury or death linked to claims that cars were faulty. 
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  Glee triumphs at gay media awards




    	  
  	
    
      US musical TV series Glee has been named best comedy series at the Glaad media awards in the US for its positive portrayal of gay characters.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Creator Ryan Murphy revealed that Kurt, played by actor Chris Colfer, would have a boyfriend in the next series and the pair would be school prom kings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He added that the gay character "would never be a victim" in the hit show. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Director Tom Ford was unable to pick up best film for A Single Man due to flight restrictions in the UK. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      While the film-maker was stranded in London, partner Richard Buckley picked up the award in Los Angeles on his behalf. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Another winner at the ceremony was actress Drew Barrymore, who was presented with an award recognising individual efforts to increase understanding of the gay community. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In her acceptance speech, she paid tribute to a long list of inspirational gay people in her life, including her doctor, stylist and one of her dogs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Openly gay American Idol runner-up Adam Lambert performed at the event and made a plea for greater diversity in the gay community.
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  Mali actor Kouyate dies aged 74




    	  
  	
    
      Malian screen star Sotigui Kouyate, who was named best actor at the Berlin Film Festival last year, has died in Paris at the age of 74.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate won the award for playing a French Muslim waiting for news of his son in the wake of the 7/7 bombings in the film London River. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A former professional footballer, the actor began his career on stage as a favour to a friend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also had a long association with UK theatre director Peter Brook. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The pair collaborated on a 1983 screen production of Indian epic tale the Mahabharata. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate wrote and staged a number of plays himself, and was the founder of the Mandeko Theatre in the Malian capital Bamako. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate, whose parents came from a long line of griots - or traditional storytellers - was also made an officer of arts and letters by the French government at the Cannes Film Festival in 2009.
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  Mechanism of cobra hood revealed




    	  
  	
    
      Scientists have uncovered the mechanism behind the menacing "hood flare" which cobras use as a defensive display.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      By measuring the electrical activity from the snakes' muscles, they found the precise group of muscles used by cobras to raise their hoods. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers say that the cobra's hood evolved as its ribs were "co-opted" to be used in this visual display. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They report their findings in the Journal of Experimental Biology 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Kenneth Kardong, professor of zoology from Washington State University in the US, was one of the authors of the study. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He explained that the cobra's hood was "an intriguing problem in evolutionary biology". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Snake ribs
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "In the cobra, both the [rib bones] and the muscles that work them are deployed to erect this visual display," he explained to BBC News. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We wanted to examine the way in which the ribs were 'freed up' to rotate into this presentation position, and to understand how the muscles were able to accomplish that and return them to a relaxed position." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To do this, the researchers took measurements of electrical activity from all of the muscles in the cobra's neck.
    	  
  	
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      They had to embark on some very tricky surgery to implant tiny electrodes into the snake's neck muscles, with the animal very carefully anaesthetised. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Bruce Young from the University of Massachusetts Lowell, who also took part in the study, said that doing the surgery was "the riskiest part of the study". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "You have to work around the head but the snakes are prone to waking, which can be disconcerting," he explained. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Once the electrodes were in place, the scientists waited for the snake to recover before filming and recording the muscle activity as the animal flared its neck. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They found that just eight muscles were involved in "hooding" and that they were muscles that were also present in non-hooding snakes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This is an example of evolution's remodelling [as] derived species emerge," said Dr Kardong. "There's been a change in the nervous system's control over these muscles." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Professor Young explained that cobras were not the only snakes to hood. "Several groups of unrelated snakes show almost identical defensive behaviour," he said. He now hopes to study how these other snakes raise their hoods. 
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  Robot 'helps arms after stroke'




    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy using a robot has helped patients improve arm movement years after having a stroke, according to a US study.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Researchers from Brown University, in Rhode Island, used the machine to provide three months of training. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New England Journal of Medicine reported that many patients had improved quality of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      UK stroke experts said the advance was "exciting" but added that robots were still at early stages of development. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      This is giving stroke survivors new hope
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, Brown University
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Strokes can leave people with long-lasting disability, which can include limited movement and weakness in upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy, starting as soon as possible after the stroke, is the recommended way to maximise the amount of movement recovered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, providing the physiotherapist needed for at least a hour per patient per day places large demands on the NHS. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One possible solution is to use machines which help patients reproduce the necessary movements. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Brown University trial tested a device called the MIT-Manus, specifically designed to help exercise the upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The patient sits at a table with their upper arm in the device, and is then instructed to perform tasks with the arm. The robot senses their movement and helps if required. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers described the robots as "power-steering" for the arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The study involved 127 patients who, on average, had suffered a stroke five years earlier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were split into three groups - one received "robot" therapy over a three month period, the next received the equivalent intensive therapy - carried out by a physiotherapist - while the third received "normal" healthcare, with no intensive treatment. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Quality of life
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Both the "robot" group and the other intensive group had significantly improved upper-arm function - measured by how much better they could carry out everyday tasks such as using a knife and fork, opening jars or tying shoelaces. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers involved have said they are delighted with the improvements - particularly given the years between stroke and treatment in the patients used in the research. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, who led the study said: "We've shown that with the right therapy [patients] can see improvements in movement, everyday function and quality of life - this is giving stroke survivors new hope." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Diane Playford, from the Institute of Neurology in London, is part of a team trying to develop similar robotic devices in the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is hopeful that, at some point, a machine compact enough to be used in the patient's home will be developed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The fact that these patients have improved function is exciting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would normally think that patients who began therapy at an earlier stage could do even better." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, she said that robots were still at an "early development" stage, and some years from full-scale use in the NHS. 
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  Zimbabwe marks its 30th birthday




    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe is marking 30 years since independence from the UK.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Celebrations include all-night song and dance performances in the capital, Harare, and a speech by President Robert Mugabe in the city's stadium. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Mugabe, who has ruled since 1980, leads a unity government with rival Morgan Tsvangirai as prime minister. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On the eve of the anniversary, a civil rights group said four of its members had been denied bail after they were accused of staging an illegal protest. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The group, Women of Zimbabwe Arise (Woza) deny wrongdoing. The four were part of a group of women demonstarting against regular power cuts and high electricity tariffs in Zimbabwe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Economic woes
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe declared independence on 18 April 1980, following a seven-year conflict against Rhodesia's white minority rule. Mr Mugabe, a former guerrilla leader, was elected president. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Independence also brought crippling international sanctions to an end. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The new country was widely seen as a new model for Africa. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe experienced strong growth in its first decade but the economy began to decline in the 1990s. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2000 Mr Mugabe launched a controversial land reform programme, seizing white-owned farms and handing them to blacks. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the following years, farm production and the currency went into free fall. The one-time food exporter became dependent on aid. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile Mr Mugabe suppressed the opposition, saying it was in league with former colonial power Britain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2008, the opposition Movement for Democratic Change won a parliamentary majority. But MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai withdrew from the presidential run-off, citing violence against supporters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However the two sides reached a power-sharing deal later in the year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      New elections are due to be held but no date has been set.
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  Observers criticise Sudan polls




    	  
  	
    
      Two international organisations monitoring the elections in Sudan say the controversial polls failed to meet full international standards.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The EU and the Carter Center, led by former US President Jimmy Carter, said there were significant failings, citing reports of intimidation and harassment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, both concluded the polls were a significant step towards democracy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Results are to be returned on Tuesday, with Omar al-Bashir expected to be reaffirmed as president. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The polls - presidential, parliamentary and regional - were the first multi-party elections since 1986 and part of a north-south deal to end two decades of war. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The complicated ballot was beset by problems and heavily criticised by the Sudanese opposition and local observers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Harassment
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Now, two of the biggest observer missions on the ground have concluded that the elections were faulty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It is obvious that the elections will fall short of international standards that are expected of advanced democracies... The people's expectations have not been met," former US president Jimmy Carter told a news conference. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            ANALYSIS
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      James Copnall, BBC News, Khartoum
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The EU and the Carter Center observers both indentified serious flaws in the process. Jimmy Carter said his observers had seen polling officials instructing people which candidate to vote for. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The EU's chief observer talked of "harassment" of voters, and the ruling parties in the north and the south using their advantage in resources to get people to vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the conclusion reached by both - an election which does not meet international standards - is not damning enough to rock the boat unduly. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Omar al-Bashir will be able to celebrate a crushing victory in the presidential race, in which his two major rivals dropped out. Mr Carter's belief that the international community will recognise the victors is perhaps the most significant thing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Perhaps judgments would have been different if stability in the run-up to next January's referendum on possible southern independence was not so important.
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      The EU observer mission's judgement was similar, concluding there were both irregularities and significant deficiencies. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Turnout is very high, 60%, but with significant deficiencies," said EU mission chief Veronique de Keyser at a news conference in Khartoum. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "These elections did not reach international standards, not yet." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The irregularities quoted included the late arrival of election material, problems with the voting list, and the harassment of voters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Observers said the ruling parties in both the south and the north also used their huge advantage in resources to influence the vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The EU's team was withdrawn from Darfur, where a low-level civil war continues, because of fears about safety and whether the monitors could observe freely. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Neither of the observer groups called for a re-vote, but recommended instead that the lessons learned be applied to next year's key referendum on Southern Sudan's independence. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Carter said he believed the international community would recognise the winners. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC's James Copnall in Khartoum says President Omar al-Bashir is certain to win the presidential election. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Our correspondent says he wants a respectable victory to show the Sudanese people support him after he was indicted for alleged war crimes in Darfur by the International Criminal Court.
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  Ecuadorean threat to oil giants




    	  
  	
    
      The Ecuadorean government has threatened to take over foreign oil concessions if the companies resist growing state control of the industry.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      President Rafael Correa said every day millions of dollars were going to oil companies that should go to the state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The government has been pressing the companies to give up concessions that give them a share of oil field profits and accept service contracts instead. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Oil firms operating in Ecuador come from Spain, Brazil, China and Italy. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    


    	  
  	
    
      'Serious action'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      President Correa said during a televised address on Saturday: "Every day that passes there are millions of dollars going to these companies that should be going to the Ecuadorean state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I'm out of patience. We are sending a bill to Congress that would allow for the expropriation of oil fields should the companies not want to sign the new contracts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The oil companies are playing with us. In the coming weeks there are going to be very considerable actions. I have no regard for these companies, which have abused our country." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Foreign oil companies operating in Ecuador currently include Chinese-owned Andes Petroleum, Brazil's oil giant Petrobras and Repsol-YPF, dominated by Spanish and Argentine capital. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2008, Mr Correa defaulted on $3.2bn (£2bn) of foreign debt he described as "illegitimate", calling the international lenders "monsters". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ecuador is Latin America's fifth-biggest oil producer but World Bank estimates show that some 56% of the country's 13.4 million people live in poverty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      That figure rises to more than 80% for indigenous Ecuadoreans, who are mainly small farmers in mountainous highlands. 
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  Cuban cigar legend dies aged 91




    	  
  	
    
      Cuba's most famous cigar maker, Alejandro Robaina, has died aged 91.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Robaina, the only grower to have a brand of Cuban cigars named after him, had been a roving ambassador for the country's state-run cigar industry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But more typically, he could be found on his small farm in the Vuelta Abajo region of western Cuba, tending his beloved tobacco plants. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He was famous for their quality and always told visitors: you have to love the land and care for it. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      If Cuba's hugely profitable state-run cigar industry had a face in recent years, it was that of Don Alejandro Robaina, says the BBC's Danny Aeberhard. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Veils of cotton
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      And what a face this venerable gentleman had - bronzed and deeply wrinkled, like one of his prized, dried tobacco leaves, he adds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Although he met kings and celebrities, this modest man was perhaps more comfortable greeting visitors to his smallholding in Vuelta Abajo. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There he would show people how to nurture the plants, protecting them from the fierce glare of the Cuban sun with veils of cotton cloth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their quality was legendary. When the tobacco grows, he said, it talks to you, telling you what it needs - and you must listen. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      Your comments and memories of Mr Robaina:
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      I met Mr Robaina during a visit to Cuba in 2003. We were shown round the tobacco farm and storage sheds. Wonderful gentleman. A lifetime of smoking cigars did not seem to do him much harm, but I guess the anti smokers would say he'd have lived to 100 as a non smoker. But what pleasure he would have missed and what pleasure he has given to many thousands. I'll smoke a cigar in his memory tonight. RIP. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Watts, Chiang Mai Thailand
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      My friends and I had the pleasure of having a private audience with Robaina last summer (July 2009). When I called the plantation and asked if we could visit, the family member who answered said yes! The day before we drove to see him, I called to reconfirm. When I asked if he'd be there, he responded "as long as I'm not dead I'll be here" (translated). When we arrived, he was having a nap so we were given a tour of the plantation until he awoke. When we met him, he was in good spirits, was very pleased that two Canadians and one Brit had driven all the way from Havana to meet him. He offered each of us home-rolled cigars and proceeded to cut and light them for us. He asked us questions and talked to us about him family and plantation. We have some great photos with him and some wonderful memories. He was a pleasant, jovial man. I am saddened by the loss. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shaun Henriksen, Ottawa, Canada
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I was born in Vuelta Abajo (Pinar del Rio). My father is a cigar lover, but in Cuba, just the people with money can have a taste of our good cigars, and my father just makes $15.00 a month. After years living outside Cuba, I went to visit my family, and I took my father to Vinales and to Mr Robaina's farm. I told Mr Robaina about my father and he just closed his eyes and said to my father... "Oh my god! You are a lucky man, here... have one of mine, they are the best ones, trust me." We had a great time with him. Just a nice man and an honest human being. He will be miss by all the Vueltabajersos (people from the province of Pinar del Rio).
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Radan Hernandez, Victoria, BC, Canada
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I met Mr Robaina in Pinar del Rio province in 2004. We were driving into Pinar del Rio to visit the local cigar factory. Two guys on bicycles were waiting at the entrance of the town, saying that the cigar factory was closed but they know of a better place. Thinking this was all a big hoax, but with nothing to lose, we agreed. They hopped in the car, and we drove a while away to this farm. Still thinking this was all a hoax, we were given a tour and then introduced to Mr Robaina (and of course offered to buy a box of Unicos). When I got home, I googled the brand and of course, there he was! Lucky we had met him in his own farm. Just goes to show sometimes its nice to trust the local people and put away some of your mistrust when travelling! 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mike Pasoff, Montreal, Quebec
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I'm very sad to hear this news. I met Alejandro Robaina last summer at his home in Cuba. We were incredibly lucky to see him as he wasn't seeing visitors to his farm at the time but we'd come a long way from Havana and he graciously agreed to meet us. He was an extremely warm, gentle man giving us cigars from his own collection and even lighting them for us. Spending half an hour with him was the highlight of the trip and I'm grateful I had the chance to meet a legend in the cigar world before he passed away. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lee Mulliss, Muscat, Oman
    	  
  	
    
      









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/8627864.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



  China president visits quake zone




    	  
  	
    
      Chinese President Hu Jintao has visited survivors of last week's earthquake on a remote Tibetan plateau, as the death toll rose to more than 1,700 people.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A few people are being found alive four days after the quake, including a 68-year-man trapped beneath the rubble. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalai Lama has appealed to China to allow him to make a similar visit. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Officials say people now have basic shelter, food and water, but it is not easy to get supplies to the quake-zone 4,000m (13,000ft) above sea-level. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Also on Sunday, the death toll from Wednesday's 6.9-magnitude earthquake in Qinghai province was raised to 1,706 and 256 missing, the official Xinhua news agency said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Hu, cutting short a summit in South America, arrived at Jiegu township, high in the Qinghai mountains, and encouraged rescuers to keep working. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "Rescuing those people who are trapped is still the main task. We must treasure each life," Mr Hu said in Datong Village, state media reported. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One elderly man who had spent 100 hours under the rubble was pulled to safety. His condition is now stable, Xinhua said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the emphasis has shifted, says the BBC's Quentin Sommerville in Beijing, as locals and monks have been cremating the dead. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In this Buddhist part of China, the dead are usually left to the elements and vultures, but because so many were killed by the earthquake, traditional ceremonies were not possible and huge funeral pyres were built. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader who was born in Qinghai province, appealed on Saturday to the Chinese authorities to allow him to visit the quake zone, where another 12,000 people were injured and 100,000 made homeless. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is thought highly unlikely that the Chinese government will agree to his request. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Loved by the people there, he is hated by Beijing, who says his requests for freedom for Tibetans are ploy to achieve independence, our correspondent adds.
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  Strong quake off Papua New Guinea




    	  
  	
    
      A 6.3-magnitude earthquake has struck off Papua New Guinea but no tsunami alert has been issued and there are no early reports of casualties.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The US Geological Survey said it had hit at about 0915 local time (2315 GMT) and was centred about 29km (18m) east of the Pacific state's city of Lae. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The quake was registered at a depth of 66km (41m). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The island Papua New Guinea shares with Papua is historically prey to volcanic activity, earthquakes and tidal waves. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Officials told AFP news agency that villagers had reported cracks in buildings and a damaged water tank in the Hidden Valley gold-and-silver mine area, near the town of Lae, but no collapsing houses. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The earthquake was strongly felt, mostly in the Wau and Bulolo areas," Lawrence Anton, a seismologist at the country's Geophysical Observatory in Port Moresby, added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would expect a bit of damage to village houses." 
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  Greece moves towards loan package



    	  
  	
    
      EURO V US DOLLAR
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 23:50 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      €1 buys
    	  
  	
    
      change
    	  
  	
    
      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      1.3503
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.0005
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.03
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this currency pair
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou has said his country is making "preparatory moves" to take advantage of a multi-billion euro rescue package.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He added, however, that Greece would not necessarily make a formal request for help. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, the eurozone and International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreed details of a loan package to help debt-ridden Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerns about Greece's high levels of debt have put pressure on the euro. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The currency fell by 1 cent against the dollar on Thursday, and slipped a further 0.54% on Friday to close at $1.3506. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      High debts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, Greece successfully raised 1.56bn euros ($2.1bn; £1.4bn) in an over-subscribed issue of bonds, designed to raise money to repay some of its debt. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the country's finance ministry said on Thursday that it had written to the European Union, European Central Bank and IMF to discuss the rescue plan. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IMF's managing director, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, responded to the letter, saying he would send a team to Athens on Monday to begin negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Many analysts believe Greece will have little choice but to ask for help as it will not be able to raise enough money, at an affordable rate, to pay off its debts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Greece needs to borrow about 11bn euros by the end of May, and a total of 54bn euros by the end of the year.
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  Iran brands US 'nuclear criminal'




    	  
  	
    
      Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has labelled the US an "atomic criminal" at a conference on nuclear disarmament in Tehran.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He also said that the use of nuclear weapons was prohibited by religion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said an independent body should be set up to oversee nuclear disarmament. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran has been angered by a recent US review of nuclear policy, which Tehran sees as a threat to use nuclear weapons against it, a BBC correspondent says. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Iran's leadership has used this conference on nuclear disarmament to underline what it says is its moral opposition to nuclear weapons, says our Tehran correspondent Jon Leyne, reporting from London. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He says it is clearly meant as an answer to those who fear Iran is itself trying to develop its own nuclear arsenal. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Nuclear arms 'prohibited'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ayatollah Khamenei said in a message read out at the conference: "Only the US government has committed an atomic crime. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The world's only atomic criminal lies and presents itself as being against nuclear weapons proliferation, while it has not taken any serious measures in this regard," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also told the conference that the use of nuclear weapons was "haram" - prohibited under Islam. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Ahmadinejad called for the US and all countries who possessed nuclear weapons to be suspended from the UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said there should be an independent international body set up to oversee nuclear disarmament. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Our correspondent says the debate will no doubt intensify as a conference approaches that will review the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, just at a time when Washington rallies support for new sanctions on Iran over its nuclear programme. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The US hosted a big international conference of 47 nations last week to discuss nuclear security. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran was not invited as the US fears Tehran is trying to develop nuclear weapons. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tehran says its nuclear programme is for purely peaceful purposes.
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  More Bangladesh mutiny sentences




    	  
  	
    
      Dozens more border guards have been jailed in Bangladesh for their role in a mutiny in February last year that killed scores of army officers.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A special court passed jail sentences ranging from four months to seven years on 57 more guards. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      More than 70 people - many of them officers - were killed in the uprising over pay and conditions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some 3,500 border guards from the Bangladeshi Rifles are on trial across the country. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier this month, 29 guards became the first to be jailed for their part in the mutiny. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Civilian courts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The mutiny erupted at the Bangladeshi Rifles (BDR) headquarters in the capital Dhaka and lasted 33 hours, during which officers were killed and their bodies dumped in sewers and shallow graves. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Other BDR units followed suit around the country in the worst mutiny of armed forces in the country's history. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The 57 sentenced on Sunday were involved in an uprising in the south-eastern town of Feni. Only five of those charged were acquitted. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Civilian courts will handle cases involving more serious charges, including murder. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The mutiny took place just two months after the country returned to civilian rule under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She originally offered an amnesty to some mutineers but this was rescinded when the extent and nature of the bloodshed became clear.
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  Car bomb in north-west Pakistan




    	  
  	
    
      Seven people have been killed and more than 20 wounded in a car bomb attack in north-western Pakistan.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A senior police official in the city of Kohat said a suicide bomber had driven a vehicle into the rear wall of a police station. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He suggested the incident was a response to a military operation that is under way in the area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday two suicide bombers killed more than 40 people and wounded at least 60 at a displaced people's camp. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      That attack occurred about 40km (25 miles) away from the site of Sunday's attack. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday a suicide attack at a hospital in the south-west Pakistani city of Quetta killed at least 10 people and injured 35 more. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The attacker detonated a bomb in a waiting room at the Civil Hospital where people had gathered following the fatal shooting of a Shia businessman. 
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  Ministers mull flight chaos steps




    	  
  	
    
      Britons stranded by flight restrictions as a result of the volcanic ash cloud from Iceland could be returned to the UK through a "Spanish hub".
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ministers met shortly before UK flight restrictions were extended until at least 1900 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ideas included flying those outside the no-fly zone to Spain and then to the UK by other transport, using the Royal Navy and requisitioning merchant ships. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tories and Lib Dems had called for ministers to give out more information. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Forecasters have warned the dust cloud may remain over the UK for several days.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COUNTRIES AFFECTED
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Airspace closed:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, UK
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Partial closures:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Italy (northern airspace closed until Monday)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Norway (limited flights in north)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Spain (northern airports closed)
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Flights operating:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Greece, Portugal, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine
    	  
  	
    
      










    	  
  	
    
      Bodies representing European airports and airlines have called for flight restrictions to be reviewed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Business Secretary Lord Mandelson, who emerged from the meeting flanked by several cabinet colleagues, said: "We will mobilise all possible means to get people home." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said Prime Minister Gordon Brown would meet with his Spanish counterpart to explore whether Britons could be returned by landing in Spain - which is open to flights - from certain parts of the world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Transport Secretary Lord Adonis said Met Office advice was that it would not be safe for flights across most of northern Europe on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said data from a number of test flights would go to regulators, and there would be a meeting of European transport ministers on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Additional capacity had been introduced on other transport such as Eurostar and Eurtounnel trains and ferries, he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Security minister Lord West, a former head of the Royal Navy, said using the navy to bring people home was an option. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The government's Cobra emergency committee is to meet at 0830 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Conservatives have released an eight-point plan they would like to see to tackle the situation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It includes chartering ships to bring people home who are stranded in Europe and urging ferry and rail operators to retain their normal pricing structures.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            AT THE SCENE
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Lorna Gordon, BBC News, Iceland
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       In some small areas the volcanic fallout has been significant. It is clogging car engines, turning grass grey and reducing visibility to just a few metres. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       The police say driving conditions can be very difficult in these places. I heard one tale recounting that the moment you drive into the ash cloud it can feel as if you are driving into a wall. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       The affected area is remote with only a few hundred people, most of them living in isolated homes and many of them farmers. They have been advised to stay inside with the windows and doors shut and if they do venture out to wear goggles and a mask. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Despite the hazards the volcano and its column of smoke are drawing visitors. They are also triggering lightning. The authorities are having to remind people they should not consider the volcano a tourist attraction. In fact, they have closed the country's ring road in the area affected to all but locals and the emergency services.
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Shadow transport secretary Theresa Villiers said: "With thousands of Britons stuck in airports overseas, it is hugely worrying that there is no end in sight for the flight ban." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Liberal Democrat transport spokesman Norman Baker said it needed to be "urgently assessed" how much longer British passengers faced being stranded for. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A British Airways Boeing 747 has completed a test flight at 30,000ft from Heathrow to Cardiff, with chief executive Willie Walsh and four crew on board. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dutch airline KLM and German airline Lufthansa have carried out test flights in their countries' airspace to see if it is safe for planes to fly. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      KLM said it had flown a plane through the cloud of volcanic ash without suffering any damage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air France said it had successfully carried out a test flight from Paris to Toulouse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      ACI, representing European airports, and AEA, representing European airlines, said they were "questioning the proportionality of the flight restrictions currently imposed". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      AEA secretary general Ulrich Schulte-Strathaus said: "Verification flights undertaken by several of our airlines have revealed no irregularities at all." 
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, Brian Flynn, head of operations at Eurocontrol, the organisation in charge of air safety in Europe, denied aviation authorities were being over cautious. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ryanair has cancelled all scheduled flights between the UK, Ireland, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, France, Germany, Poland and the Baltic states until 1300 BST on Wednesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Easyjet has cancelled all its flights scheduled before 1300 BST on Monday in areas where airspace is closed, but a limited number are expected to operate in southern Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BMI said it was cancelling all its Heathrow flights until midnight on Monday.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We've been haemorrhaging money in hotels so we investigated renting a van to drive back in but this morning we were quoted £2,000 for a day and a half to drive to Dunkirk
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Steve Byrne
    	  
  	
    
       Stranded in Copenhagen
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Anyone concerned about the safety of a British national stranded abroad can call a Foreign Office helpline on 020 7008 0000, or visit its website at www.fco.gov.uk. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Stranded Britons should contact their local embassy, high commission or consulate. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The disruption has affected hundreds of thousands of travellers since Wednesday, when the Eyjafjallajoekull volcano in Iceland began erupting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Planes were first grounded in the UK at midday on Thursday amid fears that particles in the ash cloud generated by the volcanic eruption could cause engines to shut down. 
    	  
  	
    
      








    	  
  	
    
      Send your pictures or videos to 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      yourpics@bbc.co.uk
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       or text them to 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      61124 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      if you are in the UKor
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      +44 7725 100 100
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       if you are abroad. If you have a large file you can 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      upload it here
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      . 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Read the terms and conditions 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      At no time should you endanger yourself or others, take any unnecessary risks or infringe any laws.
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments may be published, displaying your name and location unless you state otherwise in the box below.
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  Brown steps up attack on Lib Dems




    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown has said Lib Dem policies must be "exposed" after polls suggested a jump in support for the party.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The prime minister told the BBC Lib Dem economic proposals were "mistaken", while proposed Conservative spending cuts posed a risk to the recovery. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Polls taken after the first TV debate put the Lib Dems up by as much as eight points, and they said online donations by individuals are seven times higher. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tory leader David Cameron said only his party could deliver "real change". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Both Labour and the Conservatives have turned their fire on the Lib Dems after Mr Clegg was widely regarded to have put in the best performance in the first of three TV prime ministerial debates. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A ComRes poll for the Sunday Mirror and Independent on Sunday, taken after the debate, put the Conservatives on 31%, the Lib Dems on 29% and Labour on 27%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In other developments on Sunday: 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown is to hold an 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    



	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



to discuss the volcanic ash crisis and help for stranded air passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      The Tories publish an eight-point plan of their own to help people affected, saying the situation is "hugely worrying" 
    	  
  	
    
      

	
    	  
  	
    
      Plaid Cymru and SNP say they have secured a potential
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



a decision by the BBC to exclude their leaders from its prime ministerial debate 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      The leader of Plaid Cymru, Ieuan Wyn Jones,
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



with Welsh Secretary Peter Hain and his Conservative and Lib Dem opposite numbers 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown, David Cameron and Nick Clegg all stress their commitment to support 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    





    	  
  	
    
      'Wide open'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown told the Andrew Marr show that the debate had thrown the election "wide open" and admitted that he had lost out "on presentation and on style" in Thursday's encounter. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      A growing number of people are starting to hope, to believe a little door has opened and that maybe this time we can do things differently
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nick Clegg
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      But he said the campaign was not "an X Factor talent show" and people were now focusing on which party and leader could deliver on the big issues such as the economy, the NHS and education. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The Liberal Democrats have got to be exposed," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I think they have made a mistake in their economic policy...Why do they want to cut child tax credits? I think that is unfair. Why do they want to cut child trust funds?" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Business Secretary Lord Mandelson reinforced the attack, saying the Lib Dems could hold "disproportionate power" in a hung Parliament and make it difficult to pass counter-terrorism legislation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "My bet is that most people will not follow through on their current flirtation with Nick [Clegg]", he said in a memo to activists. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Labour also attacked Conservative plans to cut £6bn in spending this year, which they say would hit jobs but which the Tories say is needed to stop the planned National Insurance rise. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "People will start to say there is a risk here and it is too big a risk on the economy to take," Mr Brown said of the Tory plans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, he told the Sunday Telegraph that the prospect of a first Conservative budget - which the Tories have said they would hold within 50 days of being elected - sent "a shiver down my spine". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "People know economic security is an issue. It is on the ballot paper," Mr Brown told Andrew Marr. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Real choice'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Liberal Democrats reported a leap in donations following Thursday's debate. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Clegg told an audience of young people in south London that although there was a long way to go in the campaign and polls were "volatile", the election represented an "immense opportunity" for change. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "A growing number of people are starting to hope, to believe a little door has opened and that maybe this time we can do things differently," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      If you want real change...the only way is to have a Conservative government
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Cameron
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Mr Clegg accused the Conservatives of "recycling misleading claims" about its European policy, after they said the Lib Dems were ready to sign up to anything proposed by the EU to give away British powers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Outlining his agenda for older people in Swindon, Mr Cameron said the only way the public could be "absolutely certain" of getting new leadership after the election was by voting for the Conservatives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Refraining from mentioning Mr Clegg, he said: "If you want real change, if you want the job to be done, the only way is to have a Conservative government." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC's Political Correspondent Carole Walker said Mr Cameron wanted to concentrate on the "real choice" in front of the public, which he saw as a straight fight between him and Gordon Brown. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Poll data
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The apparent swing in the polls follows the first of three prime ministerial TV debates on Thursday, in which Mr Clegg was acknowledged by his rivals to have shone. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We have no historical comparisons to help us judge whether this turbulence will now dominate the campaign
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Cowling, 
    	  
  	
    
       Editor of the BBC's political research unit
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The editor of the BBC's political research unit, David Cowling, said what the ComRes poll appeared to confirm was the "extraordinary shift in Lib Dem support as a result of the first prime ministerial debate". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However with two more debates to follow, he warned it was difficult to say if the swing would translate into votes on polling day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      When the results of the ComRes poll of 1,006 people - conducted on 16 and 17 April - were fed into the BBC's Commons seat calculator, it showed Labour would still have the most seats with 279, the Conservatives 239, the Lib Dems 103 and others 29. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile, an ICM poll for the Sunday Telegraph - conducted largely before Thursday's debate - puts the Conservatives on 34%, Labour on 29% and the Lib Dems on 27%. 
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  Boy, 16, fatally stabbed at party




    	  
  	
    
      A 16-year-old boy was stabbed to death outside a birthday party in Croydon, south London, early on Sunday.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Police said the victim was not a guest at the party, which was being held at Croydon Sports Arena, Albert Road. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were called to a disturbance at 0018 BST. A boy aged 15 was arrested nearby on suspicion of murder and possessing an offensive weapon. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A post-mortem examination of the un-named victim was taking place later, police said. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      A police spokesman said: "On arrival officers found a youth in a walkway near the club with serious chest wounds." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Gatecrashing incident'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He was pronounced dead at the scene. Next of kin have been informed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The spokesman said there had been another incident at the same place two hours earlier, when between six and eight people tried to gatecrash the party. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "At this early stage it is believed the victim was not a guest at the party and it is unclear what he was doing in the area," said the spokesman. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Det Insp Alison Hepworth from Homicide and Serious Crime Command said: "We know there were many guests at the party and would appeal to them to come forward with information on what happened." 
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  Foreign secretary at Polish vigil




    	  
  	
    
      The foreign secretary has told London's Polish community that the death of their country's president has strengthened UK links with Poland.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      David Miliband was speaking in Trafalgar Square at a vigil for the president, his wife and a large number of officials who died in a plane crash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Miliband was unable to go to the funeral of President Lech Kaczynski in Poland because of the flight ban. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He joined many hundreds in London who saw a video feed of the Kracow service. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      President Kaczynski, his wife Maria and 94 others died eight days ago when their plane crashed in fog as they flew to Russia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Key political and military leaders were killed in the crash, including the heads of all three branches of Poland's military. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The immense sadness has brought home the depth of relations between the two countries
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Miliband, Foreigh Secretary
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Investigators believe pilot error caused the plane to hit treetops in heavy fog in the Smolensk region. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Polish delegation had meant to attend a memorial for about 22,000 Poles massacred by Stalin's secret police at Katyn in World War II. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Miliband told mourners that Poland's presence in the European family had heightened the sense of grief. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Poland's place at the heart of Europe has been cemented," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Across Britain today, people will see the immense links between Britain and Poland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The immense sadness has brought home the depth of relations between the two countries." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In remarks at the funeral in Poland, Krakow's Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz said the international feeling in the wake of the deaths had shown "many layers of good between the people and nations". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Among those unable to attend the funeral were US President Barack Obama, the Prince of Wales, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev defied the air restrictions to fly to Krakow.
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  Two held over takeaway shooting




    	  
  	
    
      Two people have been arrested on suspicion of murdering a 16-year-old girl who was shot in the neck in an east London takeaway.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Agnes Sina-Inakoju was shot through the window of Hoxton Chicken and Pizza, in Hoxton Street, Hackney, on Wednesday night, by two people on mountain bikes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said those being held were a 16-year-old boy and a 21-year-old man. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Detectives say there is no evidence Agnes was a gang member and it is likely she was not the intended target. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      She died of her injuries in hospital on Friday morning. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The shooting is being dealt with by detectives from Operation Trident - the Metropolitan Police unit which investigates serious crime in London's black community. 
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  Uncle bailed after dog kills girl




    	  
  	
    
      The owner of a dog that killed an 18-month-old girl in West Sussex has been released on bail after being questioned on suspicion of her manslaughter.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Officers were called to reports of a girl suffering head injuries at a property in Cotton Walk, Broadfield, Crawley just after midday on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She was taken to East Surrey Hospital but died shortly after arrival. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Urfan Ahmed, 32, who is the girl's uncle, has been bailed until 15 July pending further inquiries. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The dog is set to be destroyed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The girl, who lived at the property, was with her grandmother, mother and three-year-old sister when the attack happened in the kitchen.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The dog picked up the child and attacked her in front of her family
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Det Ch Insp Trevor Bowles
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Det Ch Insp Trevor Bowles said: "What happened next was truly horrific, as the dog picked up the child and attacked her in front of her family. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Two workmen at a property nearby heard screaming and ran to the house to help. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "They were able to distract the animal, who dropped the baby from its jaws. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "One of them then pulled the child to safety before an ambulance was called." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A spokesman for Sussex Police said officers believe the dog is an American bulldog, but that was yet to be confirmed by experts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      American bulldogs are not a breed banned under the Dangerous Dogs Act, he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said the girl's uncle was not in the property at the time of the attack, but arrived shortly afterwards and was arrested. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A post-mortem examination on the girl has been carried out and the results will be released on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The girl is also expected to be formally identified.
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  Study logs oceans' tiniest life




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Mark Kinver
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        Science and environment reporter, BBC News
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 




    	  
  	
    
      An unprecedented number of tiny, ocean dwelling organisms have been catalogued by researchers involved in a global survey of the world's oceans.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      One of the highlights was the discovery of a vast "microbial mat", covering an area equivalent to the size of Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Microbes are estimated to constitute up to 90% of all marine biomass. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The findings form part of the Census of Marine Life (CoML), a decade-long project that will present its full results in October. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      "In no other realm of ocean life has the magnitude of Census discovery been as extensive as in the world of microbes," said Mitch Sogin, leader of the International Census of Marine Microbes (ICoMM).
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is really only in the last decade that we have had the technology that allowed us to start asking who was out there
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Professor Paul Snelgrove,
    	  
  	
    
      Leader of CoML Synthesis Group
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "Scientists are discovering and describing an astonishing new world of marine microbial diversity and abundance." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ICoMM was one of four of the Census's projects that focused on "hard to see" marine organisms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The team, involving researchers from the Netherlands and the US, collected samples from more that 1,200 locations, which resulted in the compilation of a dataset containing in excess of 18 million DNA sequences. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      CoML researchers suggested that the total number of marine microbes, based on molecular characterisation, could be in the region of one billion species. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They added that the micro-organisms were vital for sustaining life on Earth, as they are responsible for about 95% of respiration in the oceans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "They play a really critical role in keeping the oceans working," said Paul Snelgrove, leader of CoML's Synthesis Group. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Certainly, life in the oceans - and then life on Earth - would collapse very quickly without the microbes." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the 1950s, scientists estimated that about 100,000 microbial cells inhabited in one litre of seawater. However, with the aid of modern technological advances, researchers now suggest that the figure is closer to one billion micro-organisms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They have also calculated that the estimated total mass of marine microbes is equivalent to 240 billion African elephants.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      As part of the CoML, Chile-based researchers found a "microbial mat" off the south-west coast of South America that covered a vast area, equivalent to the size of Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The mats were found at a depth where "oxygen minimum layers" (OML) occurred. These are regions where there is very little oxygen, or none at all. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the researchers found that the communities of microbes thrived on hydrogen sulphide, which is toxic to most lifeforms, and is the product of the breakdown of organic material in an environment where there is no oxygen. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The team - led by Victor Gallardo, vice-chairman of the Census Scientific Steering Committee - said the mats resembled an ecosystem that existed between 2.5bn and 650m years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      As well as microbes, scientists working on Census projects also assessed the diversity of zooplankton species; collected samples from abyssal plains, and hydrothermal vents and seeps. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Decade of discovery
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Professor Snelgrove said it was thanks to recent technological advances that it was now possible for scientists to study "hard to see" organisms.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      "In the case of microbes, we could not tell them apart because they were so small and all looked the same," he told BBC News. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Now we know that things that look identical do very different things in the oceans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It is really only in the last decade that we have had the technology that allowed us to start asking who was out there and what exactly were they doing." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He explained that information collected by the various projects will be listed on a open-access database called the Ocean Biogeographic Information System (Obis). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Everyone who has participated in the Census has agreed to deposit their data into this database," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Currently, Obis - which is accessible via the world wide web - has more than 27 million records covering in excess of 110,000 species. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It contains a wide range of information, including details of a species; where it was recorded, and at what depth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This has led to the building up of this global ocean biodiversity dataset," Professor Snelgrove observed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This is already allowing people to test predictions about where life is in the oceans, where are the biodiversity hotspots and lowspots? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I think it is going to be an extremely rich dataset to mine well into the future." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A final synthesis report will be published at the beginning of October to mark the end of the decade-long project involving in excess of 2,000 scientists from more than 80 nations. 
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  Mechanism of cobra hood revealed




    	  
  	
    
      Scientists have uncovered the mechanism behind the menacing "hood flare" which cobras use as a defensive display.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      By measuring the electrical activity from the snakes' muscles, they found the precise group of muscles used by cobras to raise their hoods. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers say that the cobra's hood evolved as its ribs were "co-opted" to be used in this visual display. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They report their findings in the Journal of Experimental Biology 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Kenneth Kardong, professor of zoology from Washington State University in the US, was one of the authors of the study. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He explained that the cobra's hood was "an intriguing problem in evolutionary biology". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Snake ribs
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "In the cobra, both the [rib bones] and the muscles that work them are deployed to erect this visual display," he explained to BBC News. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We wanted to examine the way in which the ribs were 'freed up' to rotate into this presentation position, and to understand how the muscles were able to accomplish that and return them to a relaxed position." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To do this, the researchers took measurements of electrical activity from all of the muscles in the cobra's neck.
    	  
  	
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      They had to embark on some very tricky surgery to implant tiny electrodes into the snake's neck muscles, with the animal very carefully anaesthetised. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Bruce Young from the University of Massachusetts Lowell, who also took part in the study, said that doing the surgery was "the riskiest part of the study". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "You have to work around the head but the snakes are prone to waking, which can be disconcerting," he explained. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Once the electrodes were in place, the scientists waited for the snake to recover before filming and recording the muscle activity as the animal flared its neck. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They found that just eight muscles were involved in "hooding" and that they were muscles that were also present in non-hooding snakes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This is an example of evolution's remodelling [as] derived species emerge," said Dr Kardong. "There's been a change in the nervous system's control over these muscles." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Professor Young explained that cobras were not the only snakes to hood. "Several groups of unrelated snakes show almost identical defensive behaviour," he said. He now hopes to study how these other snakes raise their hoods. 
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  Robot 'helps arms after stroke'




    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy using a robot has helped patients improve arm movement years after having a stroke, according to a US study.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Researchers from Brown University, in Rhode Island, used the machine to provide three months of training. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New England Journal of Medicine reported that many patients had improved quality of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      UK stroke experts said the advance was "exciting" but added that robots were still at early stages of development. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      This is giving stroke survivors new hope
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, Brown University
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Strokes can leave people with long-lasting disability, which can include limited movement and weakness in upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy, starting as soon as possible after the stroke, is the recommended way to maximise the amount of movement recovered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, providing the physiotherapist needed for at least a hour per patient per day places large demands on the NHS. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One possible solution is to use machines which help patients reproduce the necessary movements. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Brown University trial tested a device called the MIT-Manus, specifically designed to help exercise the upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The patient sits at a table with their upper arm in the device, and is then instructed to perform tasks with the arm. The robot senses their movement and helps if required. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers described the robots as "power-steering" for the arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The study involved 127 patients who, on average, had suffered a stroke five years earlier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were split into three groups - one received "robot" therapy over a three month period, the next received the equivalent intensive therapy - carried out by a physiotherapist - while the third received "normal" healthcare, with no intensive treatment. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Quality of life
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Both the "robot" group and the other intensive group had significantly improved upper-arm function - measured by how much better they could carry out everyday tasks such as using a knife and fork, opening jars or tying shoelaces. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers involved have said they are delighted with the improvements - particularly given the years between stroke and treatment in the patients used in the research. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, who led the study said: "We've shown that with the right therapy [patients] can see improvements in movement, everyday function and quality of life - this is giving stroke survivors new hope." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Diane Playford, from the Institute of Neurology in London, is part of a team trying to develop similar robotic devices in the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is hopeful that, at some point, a machine compact enough to be used in the patient's home will be developed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The fact that these patients have improved function is exciting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would normally think that patients who began therapy at an earlier stage could do even better." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, she said that robots were still at an "early development" stage, and some years from full-scale use in the NHS. 
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  Team monitors volcanic ash plume




    	  
  	
    
      An atmospheric research team from Gloucestershire has been monitoring the volcanic ash cloud which has grounded UK flights for a fourth day.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The team, part of the Swindon-based National Environment Research Council (NERC), took off from Gloucestershire Airport at Staverton on Thursday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Accompanied by scientists from Oxford, it flew north to the edge of the plume, to collect speed and direction data. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A Dornier 288 plane was adapted to enable the team to take readings. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      It was modified with small holes which suck in air, enabling experts to analyse its gas content. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The modifications also mean the team can closely monitor how close to the plume they are, enabling the plane to fly safely near to it. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They looked for evidence of sulphur dioxide - a characteristic gas exhaled by volcanoes which forms sulphuric acid, said Peter Purcell, head of NERC's airborne research facilities. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      If you fly into the ash and your engines stop, you crash
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Peter Purcell, NERC
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      "I don't believe that anybody has really used an aircraft to sample the edge of these plumes before - it is actually very dangerous," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If you fly into the ash and your engines stop, you crash." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A series of canisters positioned under the plane's wings measure particulates - shards of volcanic ash - in the atmosphere, he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Information gathered is expected to aid advice to the airports, as well as improving future forecasts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The grounding of all non-emergency flights from England's airports - which began on Thursday morning - will remain in place until at least 0700 BST on Monday, as the plume continues to drift across Britain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ash cloud resulted from an eruption in the Eyjafjallajoekull area of Iceland. 
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  UK holds first cherry tree census




    	  
  	
    
      The first census of the UK's cherry trees is to take place, with the aim of finding out where they grow and flower.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Natural History Museum is calling for the public's help to count cherry trees, which it calls a "classic sign of spring." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is hoped the findings will allow researchers to map the trees and find out if changes in climate are affecting their flowering. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The project is planned to run for the next three years. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    


    	  
  	
    
      'Easy to be tricked'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Bob Press, associate keeper of botany at the museum, said: "A classic sign of spring, cherries are easy to spot because of their beautiful, colourful blossom. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Now they've started to flower, we're asking people to get outside to try to identify and map where every cherry tree is in this first ever census of cherries." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He added: "People often associate blossom with cherries, but not all blossom is the result of cherry trees and it can be easy to be tricked into thinking you're looking at cherry blossom when actually it may be plum, apple or pear blossoms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "So we're encouraging people to familiarise themselves with cherries and learn about their identification." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The survey will include the nine varieties of cherry trees growing in the UK, including wild cherries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The museum will also be running a project to try and find the most common tree in urban areas.
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  A world without planes








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Alain de Botton
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The philosopher, writer and recent writer-in-residence at Heathrow airport imagines a world without aircraft.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In a future world without aeroplanes, children would gather at the feet of old men, and hear extraordinary tales of a mythic time when vast and complicated machines the size of several houses used to take to the skies and fly high over the Himalayas and the Tasman Sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The wise elders would explain that inside the aircraft, passengers, who had only paid the price of a few books for the privilege, would impatiently and ungratefully shut their window blinds to the views, would sit in silence next to strangers while watching films about love and friendship - and would complain that the food in miniature plastic beakers before them was not quite as tasty as the sort they could prepare in their own kitchens. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The elders would add that the skies, now undisturbed except by the meandering progress of bees and sparrows, had once thundered to the sound of airborne leviathans, that entire swathes of Britain's cities had been disturbed by their progress. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And that in an ancient London suburb once known as Fulham, it had been rare for the sensitive to be able to sleep much past six in the morning, due the unremitting progress of inbound aluminium tubes from Canada and the eastern seaboard of the United States. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At Heathrow, now turned into a museum, one would be able to walk unhurriedly across the two main runways and even give in to the temptation to sit cross-legged on their centrelines, a gesture with some of the same sublime thrill as touching a disconnected high-voltage electricity cable, running one's fingers along the teeth of an anaesthetised shark or having a wash in a fallen dictator's marble bathroom. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Uncynical, unvigilant
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Everything would, of course, go very slowly. It would take two days to reach Rome, a month before one finally sailed exultantly into Sydney harbour. And yet there would be benefits tied up in this languor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those who had known the age of planes would recall the confusion they had felt upon arriving in Mumbai or Rio, Auckland or Montego Bay, only hours after leaving home, their slight sickness and bewilderment lending credence to the old Arabic saying that the soul invariably travels at the speed of a camel. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      This new widespread 'camel pace' would return travellers to a wisdom that their medieval pilgrim ancestors had once known very well. These medieval pilgrims had gone out of their way to make travel as slow as possible, avoiding even the use of boats and horses in favour of their own feet. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were not being perverse, only aware that if one of our key motives for travelling is to try to put the past behind us, then we often need something very large and time-consuming, like the experience of a month long journey across an ocean or a hike over a mountain range, to establish a sufficient sense of distance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Whatever the advantages of plentiful and convenient air travel, we may curse it for being too easy, too unnoticeable - and thereby for subverting our sincere attempts at changing ourselves through our journeys. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      How we would admire planes if they were no longer there to frighten and bore us. We would stroke their steel dolphin-like bodies in museums and honour them as symbols of a daunting technical intelligence and a prodigious wealth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      We would admire them like small boys do, and adults no longer dare, for fear of seeming uncynical and unvigilant towards their crimes against our world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Despite all the chaos and inconvenience of our disrupted flight schedules, we should feel grateful to the unruly Icelandic volcano - for allowing us briefly to imagine what a flight-less future would envy and pity us for.
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  Glee triumphs at gay media awards




    	  
  	
    
      US musical TV series Glee has been named best comedy series at the Glaad media awards in the US for its positive portrayal of gay characters.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Creator Ryan Murphy revealed that Kurt, played by actor Chris Colfer, would have a boyfriend in the next series and the pair would be school prom kings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He added that the gay character "would never be a victim" in the hit show. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Director Tom Ford was unable to pick up best film for A Single Man due to flight restrictions in the UK. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      While the film-maker was stranded in London, partner Richard Buckley picked up the award in Los Angeles on his behalf. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Another winner at the ceremony was actress Drew Barrymore, who was presented with an award recognising individual efforts to increase understanding of the gay community. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In her acceptance speech, she paid tribute to a long list of inspirational gay people in her life, including her doctor, stylist and one of her dogs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Openly gay American Idol runner-up Adam Lambert performed at the event and made a plea for greater diversity in the gay community.

    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/8628095.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



  Mali actor Kouyate dies aged 74




    	  
  	
    
      Malian screen star Sotigui Kouyate, who was named best actor at the Berlin Film Festival last year, has died in Paris at the age of 74.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate won the award for playing a French Muslim waiting for news of his son in the wake of the 7/7 bombings in the film London River. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A former professional footballer, the actor began his career on stage as a favour to a friend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also had a long association with UK theatre director Peter Brook. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The pair collaborated on a 1983 screen production of Indian epic tale the Mahabharata. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate wrote and staged a number of plays himself, and was the founder of the Mandeko Theatre in the Malian capital Bamako. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate, whose parents came from a long line of griots - or traditional storytellers - was also made an officer of arts and letters by the French government at the Cannes Film Festival in 2009.
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  Rare Rolling Stones song released




    	  
  	
    
      A recently unearthed Rolling Stones track has been released as a limited edition 7" single for Record Store Day.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Plundered My Soul was recorded during sessions for the band's sprawling 1972 double album Exile On Main Street, but was left to languish in the vaults. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The group rediscovered the track while preparing a reissue of the album, which is due to be released on 18 May. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Just 1,000 copies were pressed for Record Store Day on 17 April, held to promote independent music stores. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    





    	  
  	
    
      The Beatles, Pet Shop Boys and Goldfrapp also put out limited edition recordings in aid of the event, which is now in its fourth year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Spencer Hickman, who manages the Rough Trade East store in London, helped to co-ordinate the UK side of the event. He said there had been a huge surge of interest from customers and record companies. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Last year was great but this year's really firing," he told the NME. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's got a bit easier, I haven't been going begging for releases, people have been going, 'We've got this unreleased Rolling Stones single, do you want it?' There's been such a wealth. " 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Collector's items
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Britpop stars Blur also released exclusive new material in aid of Record Store Day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Fool's Day is the first song recorded by the band's original line-up since guitarist Graham Coxon quit in 2002.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            RECORD STORE DAY RELEASES
			                        

	

    	  
  	
    
      Lily Allen
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Back To The Start (limited edition vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      The Beatles
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Paperback Writer / Rain (7" vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Blur 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      - Fool's Day (previously unreleased 7" vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      The Flaming Lips
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Dark Side Of The Moon (coloured vinyl with free CD)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Goldfrapp
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Head First (cassette)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Jimi Hendrix 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      - Live EP (7" vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      MGMT
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Siberian Breaks (coloured vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Pet Shop Boys
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Love Life (previously unreleased 7" vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Stone Roses
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - TBC (individually numbered vinyl album with gold foil artwork)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Tinie Tempah 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      - Pass Out (limited edition vinyl)
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Paul Weller
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Andromeda remixes (previously unreleased)
    	  
  	
    
      
















    	  
  	
    
      Only 1,000 copies of the record were made available in participating stores, making it an instant collector's item. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lead singer Damon Albarn said independently-owned record shops were "an important part of our musical culture". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Music is a simple way for Blur to show our support and I hope people like it," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Recent figures showed that there are now just 269 independent record shops in the UK - a third of the number there were five years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Blur single is part of a series of limited editions released by Parlophone Records to support Record Store Day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The records, in vintage-style wrapping, will also include tracks by Bat For Lashes, Hot Chip, Babyshambles and Lily Allen. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There will also be exclusive UK releases by The Flaming Lips, Jimi Hendrix, the Stone Roses and MGMT. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Record shops across the UK will also be hosting in-store gigs by the likes of Ash, Laurie Anderson, The Paddingtons and Bombay Bicycle Club. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the US, where Record Store Day was conceived, there will be more than 200 separate releases. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They include a reissue of REM's long out-of-print first EP on blue vinyl, a "surprise" new song from rap stalwarts The Beastie Boys, and two new tracks from Hole's upcoming album.
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  Plan B wins album chart battle




    	  
  	
    
      East London rapper Plan B has entered the UK chart at number one with his latest album, winning a tight race with Scouting For Girls.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Defamation of Strickland Banks eased ahead of the pop trio during the second half of the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Scouting For Girls were dethroned in the singles chart as R&B star Usher claimed the top spot with OMG. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Rapper Professor Green, Kelis and Selena Gomez and The Scene also claimed new entries inside the new top 10. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Kelis is making a return to the UK chart for the first time in three years.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            UK TOP FIVE SINGLES
			                        

	

    	  
  	
    
      1
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       OMG - Usher
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      2
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       This Ain't A Love Song - Scouting For Girls
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      3
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       I Need You Tonight - Professor Green
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      4 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      She Said - Plan B
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      5
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - Acapella - Kelis
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Source: Official Charts Company
    	  
  	
    
      









    	  
  	
    
      Usher, who was at number two last week, notches up the fourth UK chart-topper of his career, which features Black Eyed Peas star will.i.am. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Elsewhere in the album chart, MGMT enjoyed a new entry at four with Congratulations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And US singer-songwriter Joshua Radin, whose music graces TV shows including One Tree Hill, made the top 10 with his record Simple Times. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Scouting For Girls' first self-titled album remained in the top 30, climbing two spots to 26.
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  EastEnders to axe six characters




    	  
  	
    
      Some of EastEnders' long-serving stars are being axed as part of a shake-up of the long-running soap opera.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Six characters, including mechanic Rick 'Minty' Peterson, taxi driver Charlie Slater and student Libby Fox are all set to leave Albert Square. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC said details of how they will depart are top secret but "they'll all have exciting exits - and hopefully a few happy endings". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Zoe Lucker and Martin Jarvis are set to join the BBC One soap later this year. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Jarvis will play journalist Harvey Freeman, while Lucker will arrive as a confident businesswoman who catches the eye of Max Branning.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            CHARACTERS LEAVING
			                        

	
    	  
  	
    
      Charlie Slater, played by Derek Martin
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Minty, played by Cliff Parisi
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Liz Turner, played by Kate Williams
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Danny Mitchell, played by Liam Bergin
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Libby Fox played by Belinda Owusu
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Adam Best, played by David Proud
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    









    	  
  	
    
      They will be joined by Jessie Wallace and Shane Ritchie who are reprising their roles as Kat and Alfie Moon. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The changes have been made by new executive producer Bryan Kirkwood who joined Eastenders last month after the soap celebrated its 25th anniversary with a live episode in February. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He had previously worked on Coronation Street and the Channel 4 soap Hollyoaks. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's sad to see characters leave the Square but obviously when a new executive producer comes on board they're always keen to refresh the show and make some changes," a BBC spokeswoman said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's the way soaps work, characters run their course and new characters come along." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Charlie has been a Square resident for almost 10 years and has helped his family though crisis after crisis, while Minty arrived in Walford eight years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier this month, Tiana Benjamin, who plays beautician Chelsea Fox - Libby's sister - announced she had decided to leave the show after four years.
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  Talent show opener seen by 10.6m




    	  
  	
    
      The first show of the fourth series of Britain's Got Talent was watched by an average audience of 10.6m, according to overnight figures.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      At its peak, the programme was seen by 11.5m people and captured almost half the entire television audience. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The new series gained a bigger audience than its 2009 debut, which saw off competition from Doctor Who on BBC One. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The 2009 season discovered singer Susan Boyle, who was the eventual runner-up to dance troupe Diversity. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Saturday night's show, which featured Simon Cowell, Piers Morgan and Amanda Holden back on the judging panel, saw a wide range of acts compete to advance in the competition. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      X Factor judge Louis Walsh, meanwhile, appeared on the panel to cover Simon Cowell who was ill during some of the auditions screened in the first show. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The judges were impressed with 10-year-old schoolgirl Chloe Hickinbottom, who performed Vera Lynn's wartime classic The White Cliffs of Dover. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Another act going through to the next round was dancing dog Chandi and her owner Tina. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But there was also a parade of more eccentric auditionees, with puppeteer Persephone Lewin prompting Cowell to declare: "I can't do this any more, I'm 50 years old." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Part of her performance involved attempting to inflate a rubber glove with a hosepipe.
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  Airlines urge flight ban review




    	  
  	
    
      Europe's air industry has called for an urgent review of flight bans imposed because of volcanic ash from Iceland.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The bodies representing most European airlines and airports have questioned the need for the unprecedented curbs, which affect millions of travellers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Airlines that have carried out test flights say planes showed no obvious damage after flying through the ash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      EU Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas said he hoped 50% of Europe's airspace would be risk-free on Monday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He said the current situation was "not sustainable" and European authorities were working to find a solution that did not compromise safety. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Mr Kallas also said EU transport ministers would hold a video teleconference on Monday to assess the situation. About 20 European countries have closed their airspace. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight bans came amid fears that the ash - a mixture of glass, sand and rock particles - can seriously damage aircraft engines. Airlines are estimated to be losing some £130m ($200m) a day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      ACI Europe - which represents major airports - and the Association of European Airlines issued a joint statement urging officials to reconsider the restrictions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The eruption of the Icelandic volcano is not an unprecedented event and the procedures applied in other parts of the world for volcanic eruptions do not appear to require the kind of restrictions that are presently being imposed in Europe," the statement said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COUNTRIES AFFECTED
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Airspace closed:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, UK
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Partial closures:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Germany (six airports, including Frankfurt and Berlin, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Italy (northern airspace closed until Monday)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Norway (most airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Bulgaria (Sofia and Plovdiv open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Poland (several airports, including Warsaw, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Sweden (northern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      France (southern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Flights operating:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Greece, Portugal, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, Spain
    	  
  	
    
      














    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, several airlines also questioned the curbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Peter Hartman, chief executive of Dutch carrier KLM, said there had been "nothing unusual" about a test flight carried out by the airline through the plume, and he hoped to "get permission as soon as possible to partially restart our operations". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Steven Verhagen, vice-president of the Dutch Airline Pilots Association, told the Associated Press news agency: "In our opinion there is absolutely no reason to worry about resuming flights." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Germany's two biggest airlines, Lufthansa and Air Berlin, also said they had carried out test flights without apparent damage, as did Air France. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air Berlin spokeswoman Diana Daedelow told the BBC: "It is astonishing that these findings... have seemingly been ignored in the decision-making process of the aviation safety authorities." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      British Airways has been conducting its own test flight on Sunday, with chief executive Willie Walsh on board. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC business editor Robert Peston understands that the airline fears it might not be allowed to fly normal services until Thursday at the earliest. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Worsening disruption
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      UK Transport Secretary Lord Adonis, said "urgent discussions" were taking place between European and international agencies to ease the chaos. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We want to be able to resume flights as soon as possible, but safety remains my paramount concern," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I am with my husband and two young children stranded in Oslo and tearing my hair out trying to get home
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Christine Macandie
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Weather experts say wind patterns mean the cloud is not likely to move far until later in the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Brian Flynn, head of operations at Eurocontrol - which co-ordinates air traffic control in 38 nations - dismissed suggestions the authorities were being over-cautious. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "With the overriding objective of protecting the travelling public, these exceptional measures have to be taken," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile travel disruption worsened on Sunday. Eurocontrol said only 4,000 flights were expected in European airspace, against 24,000 normally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday there were 5,000 flights. All but 55 of 337 scheduled flights by US carriers to and from Europe were also cancelled. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Polish funeral
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Since Thursday, countries across northern and central Europe have either closed airspace or shut key airports. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Britain has extended a ban on most flights in its airspace until at least 1900 local time on Monday (1800 GMT). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ireland is keeping its airspace closed until 1200 GMT on Monday. Most French airports are to stay closed until Tuesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However airports in northern Spain, Lithuania and Ukraine reopened on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich was able to attend the funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski in the southern city of Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However the restrictions prevented many world leaders, including US President Barack Obama, from attending. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Travellers across northern Europe have sought other means of transport, packing out trains, buses and ferries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Southern Iceland's Eyjafjallajoekull volcano began erupting for the second time in a month on Wednesday, sending a plume of ash 8.5km (5.3 miles) high into the air. 
    	  
  	
    
      







    	  
  	
    
      Send your pictures or videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to 61124 if you are in the UK or+44 7725 100 100 if you are abroad. If you have a large file you can 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      upload it here
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      . 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Read the terms and conditions 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments may be published, displaying your name and location unless you state otherwise in the box below. 
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  Brown slams Goldman 'bankruptcy'



    	  
  	
    
      GOLDMAN SACHS GROUP INC.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 21:01 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      price
    	  
  	
    
      change
    	  
  	
    
      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      160.70
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -23.57
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -12.79
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this share price
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown has called for a "special investigation" into Goldman Sachs after reports that the bank is to pay £3.5bn in bonuses.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Speaking on the BBC's Andrew Marr Show the Prime Minister described the situation as one of "moral bankruptcy". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His criticism follows allegations by the Securities and Exchange Commission in US that Goldman defrauded investors during the sub-prime housing crisis. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman strongly rejected the claims as wrong "in fact and law". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown said that the UK Financial Services Authority should launch an immediate inquiry in co-operation with the US regulator, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Sunday Times reported that the bank was set to pay out £3.5bn in bonuses to its staff worldwide - including almost £600m to 5,500 London-based employees - for just three months work. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday, the SEC issued civil charges against Goldman that it failed to disclose conflicts of interest during the marketing of sub-prime mortgages in which investors lost $1bn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown said that the issue underlined the need for further reform of the international banking system. "I am shocked at this moral bankruptcy. This is probably one of the worst cases that we have seen," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The narrative of what transpired, as set out by the SEC, is quite the financial thriller
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert Peston, BBC Business Editor
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      'Immediate investigation'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "Hundreds of millions of pounds have been traded here and it looks as if people were misled about what happened. I want the Financial Services Authority to investigate it immediately." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The other two main parties have plans to reform the banking system. Among Conservatives plans is a strong push for an international agreement to stop banks engaging in large-scale trading using their own money 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And the Liberal Democrats, which would have gone further than Labour's bail-out and nationalised banks, say they will separate banks' retail and investment arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In Germany, government spokesman Ulrich Wilhelm told a German newspaper that its regulator, BaFin, will also seek information from the SEC. "After a careful evaluation of the documents we will decide about legal steps," Mr Wilhelm said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Germany-based IKB, which invested in the sub-prime securities, required a bailout of at least 10bn euros after its near collapse in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Charges
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On Friday, the SEC issued charges against Goldman and one of its London-based vice presidents, Fabrice Tourre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC says Goldman failed to disclose "vital information" that one of its clients, Paulson & Co, helped choose which securities were packaged into the mortgage portfolio. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      These securities were sold to investors in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Goldman did not disclose that Paulson, one of the world's largest hedge funds, had bet that the value of the securities would fall. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The whole building is about to collapse anytime now... Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fabrice...
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Email by Fabrice Tourre
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      The SEC said: "Unbeknownst to investors, Paulson... which was posed to benefit if the [securities] defaulted, played a significant role in selecting which [securities] should make up the portfolio." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In sum, Goldman Sachs arranged a transaction at Paulson's request in which Paulson heavily influenced the selection of the portfolio to suit its economic interests," said the Commission. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Housing collapse
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The SEC alleges that investors in the mortgage securities, packaged into a vehicle called Abacus, lost more than $1bn (£650m) in the US housing collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Tourre was principally behind the creation of Abacus, which agreed its deal with Paulson in April 2007, the SEC said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Commission alleges that Mr Tourre knew the market in mortgage-backed securities was about to be hit well before this date. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC's court document quotes an email from Mr Tourre to a friend in January 2007. "More and more leverage in the system. Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fab[rice Tourre]... standing in the middle of all these complex, highly leveraged, exotic trades he created without necessarily understanding all of the implications of those monstrosities!!!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A Goldman spokeswoman said the company had no comment on Mr Brown's attack. On Friday, the bank, said: "The SEC's charges are completely unfounded in law and fact and we will vigorously contest them and defend the firm and its reputation." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Calls to Mr Tourre's office were referred to the Goldman press office. Paulson has not been charged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, Paulson & Co. said: "As the SEC said at its press conference, Paulson is not the subject of this complaint, made no misrepresentations and is not the subject of any charges."
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  Airlines count volcano ash losses




    	  
  	
    
      Airlines will lose at least $200m (£130m) per day in revenues as a result of the volcanic ash-linked disruption, the industry's governing body has said.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The International Air Transport Association (IATA) said its members would also lose further money as a result of expensive contingency plans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile accountants KPMG said it expected UK flights alone to cost airlines in excess of £200m per day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      All UK flights in England and Wales were grounded on Friday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Those airspace restrictions will remain in place until at least 0700 BST on Saturday, and widespread restrictions are now in place across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Conservative estimate
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      British Airways' website said it is cancelling all its flights to and from London airports on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The carrier said that following the lifting of flying restrictions to Scottish air space, a small number of flights from the US originally scheduled for other UK destinations will fly into Scotland overnight. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      German flag carrier Lufthansa announced that all its European flights would be cancelled until at least 1100 BST on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And Ryanair has said none of its flights in northern Europe would operate until at least Monday afternoon. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The volcanic ash has turned into quite a financial disaster for my business.
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Louise Guinda, Safe Dreams
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Some restrictions in Scotland are being lifted from 1900 BST on Friday, however. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IATA said its estimate of a $200m daily loss of revenues was "initial and conservative". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In addition to lost revenues, airlines will incur added costs for re-routing of aircraft, care for stranded passengers and stranded aircraft at various ports," its director of corporate communications, Anthony Concil, said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      KPMG was less conservative in its estimates, predicting a £200m loss in traffic revenues as a result of the UK shutdown, assuming that all ticket sales would have to be refunded to passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shares in major European airlines fell on Friday as the volcanic ash cloud spread across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British Airways saw its share price fall by 3.3%, while Air France-KLM lost 3.4%, and Lufthansa was down 4.1%. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Douglas McNeill, transport analyst, Charles Stanley Securities
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The falls appeared to reflect concerns among investors over the impact the stoppages could have on the airline industry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Douglas McNeill, a transport analyst at Charles Stanley Securities, said the financial impact would be small providing the stoppages were short-lived. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers," he told the BBC. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "For a large network carrier like BA or Lufthansa you're talking about £10m a day - but that's of limited commercial significance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "A couple of days like this won't matter too much. If it goes on for weeks, that's a different story." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Few businesses hit
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Dr Ashley Steel, Global Chair for Transport and Infrastructure at KPMG, agreed that grounding the fleet would cost an airline like BA "tens of millions of pounds", but said that the companies needed to look at how they could better cope with such events in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "These unprecedented events underline again the need for mergers and global alliances in the airline industry because truly global airlines will be much better placed to deal with the financial fallout from these types of events," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The effect on the wider economy, however, is not expected to be as great. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Howard Archer, chief European economist at IHS Global Insight, said the impact on trade would be minimal assuming the stoppages were not prolonged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Some businesses will be affected by the inability for freight to get in and out of the country. But as long as the disruption is not too long, this should not be a major problem," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Imports and exports by air freight represent just 1% of UK trade by weight, according to the think tank Oxford Economic Forecasting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, in value terms, around 30% of exports are transported by air - with the pharmaceutical industry particularly reliant on air freight, due to the high value and low weight of their products. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Potential disruption'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      No problems have been announced yet but Chris Snelling of the Freight Transport Association said problems could emerge. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Stuff that's being air freighted is almost always needed at short notice," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The pharmaceutical industry produces goods with short shelf lives sometimes and they need to get to the doctors and hospitals very quickly. Exporting beyond Europe has become impossible." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Snelling added that manufacturing industries also relied on getting spare parts to keep factories going. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If firms suffer problems with equipment, they may find it hard to get replacement equipment at short notice. You might see factories being restricted in what they do or potentially shutting down. You could start to see a lot of disruption."
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  Toyota recalls more US vehicles




    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has announced yet more recalls, the latest being 600,000 Sienna minivans in the US due to corrosion.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The news came a day after the Japanese company halted production of its Lexus GX 460 because of safety concerns. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The latest recall affects Siennas made between 1998 and 2010, which may suffer corrosion in the spare tyre carrier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In the worst case, the carrier cable may fail and the spare tyre could become separated from the vehicle," Toyota said in a statement. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The company said it was working on a solution to the problem. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, the Japanese carmaker halted sales of its Lexus GX 460 SUV worldwide after a US magazine, Consumer Reports, said the vehicle's handling during its tests posed a "safety risk". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota also said it would test all of its other SUV models, including the Land Cruiser, Land Cruiser Prado and Rav4. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerning the Sienna recall, Toyota said prolonged exposure to road salt could result in excessive corrosion of the spare-tyre cable, and that they should be inspected by dealers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Rapid expansion
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Toyota overtook General Motors in 2008 as the world's biggest carmaker, but has since blamed its quality control problems on its rapid expansion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Executives from Toyota were fiercely criticised in the US Congress and the company's once high reputation has been left in tatters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has recalled more than 8m vehicles since late 2009 for brake and accelerator defects, and is facing 97 lawsuits for damages for injury or death linked to claims that cars were faulty. 
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  Iceland gets more IMF aid




    	  
  	
    
      The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has cleared a $160m (£104m) loan to Iceland that was contested by Britain and the Netherlands.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The money is the latest tranche of $2.1bn in IMF aid to stave off Iceland's financial collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But approval got caught in wrangling over claims for compensation for the collapse of the Icelandic bank Icesave. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a poll in March voters in Iceland rejected a plan to pay Britain and the Netherlands 3.9bn euros (£3.4bn). 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Discussions on the IMF board, where Britain and the Netherlands have a vote, were stalled for months as the two countries discussed with Iceland their demands for compensation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The dispute has also overshadowed Iceland's application to join the European Union, which was submitted in July last year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Release of a further tranche of money brings to £1.2bn the amount of loans that the IMF has extended to Iceland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I am confident that the policies and financing now in place will ease the burden of adjustment and help Iceland's economy stage a recovery in the second half of 2010," said IMF managing director Dominique Strauss-Kahn in a statement. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The governments of Britain and the Netherlands bailed out savers in the online Icesave bank after its parent company, Landsbanki, collapsed in 2008. 
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  Greece moves towards loan package



    	  
  	
    
      EURO V US DOLLAR
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 23:50 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      €1 buys
    	  
  	
    
      change
    	  
  	
    
      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      1.3503
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.0005
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.03
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this currency pair
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou has said his country is making "preparatory moves" to take advantage of a multi-billion euro rescue package.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He added, however, that Greece would not necessarily make a formal request for help. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, the eurozone and International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreed details of a loan package to help debt-ridden Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerns about Greece's high levels of debt have put pressure on the euro. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The currency fell by 1 cent against the dollar on Thursday, and slipped a further 0.54% on Friday to close at $1.3506. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      High debts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, Greece successfully raised 1.56bn euros ($2.1bn; £1.4bn) in an over-subscribed issue of bonds, designed to raise money to repay some of its debt. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the country's finance ministry said on Thursday that it had written to the European Union, European Central Bank and IMF to discuss the rescue plan. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IMF's managing director, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, responded to the letter, saying he would send a team to Athens on Monday to begin negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Many analysts believe Greece will have little choice but to ask for help as it will not be able to raise enough money, at an affordable rate, to pay off its debts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Greece needs to borrow about 11bn euros by the end of May, and a total of 54bn euros by the end of the year.
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  Goldman Sachs is accused of fraud



    	  
  	
    
      GOLDMAN SACHS GROUP INC.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 21:01 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
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      %
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      -23.57
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -12.79
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this share price
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Goldman Sachs, the Wall Street powerhouse, has been accused of defrauding investors by America's financial regulator.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) alleges that Goldman failed to disclose conflicts of interest. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The claims concern Goldman's marketing of sub-prime mortgage investments just as the US housing market faltered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman rejected the SEC's allegations, saying that it would "vigorously" defend its reputation. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      News that the SEC was pressing civil fraud charges against Goldman and one of its London-based vice presidents, Fabrice Tourre, sent shares in the investment bank tumbling 12%. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The narrative of what transpired, as set out by the SEC, is quite the financial thriller
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert Peston, BBC Business Editor
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The SEC says Goldman failed to disclose "vital information" that one of its clients, Paulson & Co, helped choose which securities were packaged into the mortgage portfolio. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      These securities were sold to investors in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Goldman did not disclose that Paulson, one of the world's largest hedge funds, had bet that the value of the securities would fall. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC said: "Unbeknownst to investors, Paulson... which was posed to benefit if the [securities] defaulted, played a significant role in selecting which [securities] should make up the portfolio." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In sum, Goldman Sachs arranged a transaction at Paulson's request in which Paulson heavily influenced the selection of the portfolio to suit its economic interests," said the Commission. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Housing collapse
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The SEC alleges that investors in the mortgage securities, packaged into a vehicle called Abacus, lost more than $1bn (£650m) in the US housing collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The whole building is about to collapse anytime now... Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fabrice...
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Email by Fabrice Tourre
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Mr Tourre was principally behind the creation of Abacus, which agreed its deal with Paulson in April 2007, the SEC said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Commission alleges that Mr Tourre knew the market in mortgage-backed securities was about to be hit well before this date. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC's court document quotes an email from Mr Tourre to a friend in January 2007. "More and more leverage in the system. Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fab[rice Tourre]... standing in the middle of all these complex, highly leveraged, exotic trades he created without necessarily understanding all of the implications of those monstrosities!!!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman denied any wrongdoing, saying in a brief statement: "The SEC's charges are completely unfounded in law and fact and we will vigorously contest them and defend the firm and its reputation." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The firm said that, rather than make money from the deal, it lost $90m. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The two investors that lost the most money, German bank IKB and ACA Capital Management, were two "sophisticated mortgage investors" who knew the risk, Goldman said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And nor was there any failure of disclosure, because "market makers do not disclose the identities of a buyer to a seller and vice versa." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Calls to Mr Tourre's office were referred to the Goldman press office. Paulson has not been charged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Asked why the SEC did not also pursue a case against Paulson, Enforcement Director Robert Khuzami told reporters: "It was Goldman that made the representations to investors. Paulson did not." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The firm's owner, John Paulson - no relation to former US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson - made billions of dollars betting against sub-prime mortgage securities. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, Paulson & Co. said: "As the SEC said at its press conference, Paulson is not the subject of this complaint, made no misrepresentations and is not the subject of any charges." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Regulation risk'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Goldman, arguably the world's most prestigious investment bank, had escaped relatively unscathed from the global financial meltdown. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This is the first time regulators have acted against a Wall Street deal that allegedly helped investors take advantage of the US housing market collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The charges come as US lawmakers get tough on Wall Street practices that helped cause the financial crisis. Among proposals being considered by Congress is tougher rules for complex investments like those involved in the alleged Goldman fraud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Observers said the SEC's move dealt a blow to Goldman's standing. "It undermines their brand," said Simon Johnson, a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a Goldman critic. "It undermines their political clout." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Analyst Matt McCormick of Bahl & Gaynor said that the allegation could "be a fulcrum to push for even tighter regulation". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Goldman has a fight in front of it," he said.
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  Airlines reject compensation deal




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Nigel Cassidy
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC business reporter
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 









    	  
  	
    
      Europe's scheduled airlines have rejected a European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruling over compensation to delayed travellers.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The ECJ says long-delayed passengers should be recompensed as generously as those whose flights were cancelled. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Association of European Airlines (AEA) has told the BBC it cannot accept a ruling that could cost operators millions of pounds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      AEA spokesman David Henderson said the ECJ judgement was "shocking". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      A ruling from the EU's highest court in Luxembourg three months ago said air travellers were entitled to the same levels of compensation as those whose flights never took off. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Refusal
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The ruling may have pleased passenger groups and consumer organisations. But in practice, few claims for such long delays have been successful. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Most airlines are refusing to pay out, claiming that the issue is subject to "ongoing review". 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It's a dream for lawyers but a nightmare for those involved
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Henderson
    	  
  	
    
      Association of European Airlines
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Henderson, whose organisation represents most of Europe's scheduled carriers, said the court's decision was not a new slant on an existing law, but amounted to a new law which could cost airlines a fortune in compensation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Henderson said planes were often delayed because of problems with air traffic control, ground and baggage handling, or catering. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the case of a full payload on a jumbo jet being delayed, the entitlement under EU law of 600 euros per passenger in compensation would land a carrier with a bill of almost a quarter of a million pounds for a single late journey. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We're not ignoring the ruling by any means but there are grey areas over how it would be enforced in different countries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's a dream for lawyers but a nightmare for those involved. We cannot accept it, and go ahead without further clarification." Mr Henderson told the BBC. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Fifteen hours late
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Which Magazine has been investigating the issue and cites the experience of one of its members. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air traveller Peter Edwards of Chester reached his final destination of Taiwan 15 hours late. Thanks to delays on BA from Manchester to Taipei, via Heathrow, he missed his connection. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Mr Edwards was delighted to read the Luxembourg court judgment saying a long delay should be treated the same as an outright cancellation. He wasn't so happy when the airline refused his claim, saying the ruling was still under review. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Said Mr Edwards: "They try to put you off by telling you first of all that it doesn't apply. Then when you go back to them they give you some other excuse - anything just to keep you quiet." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BA argues the ECJ ruling was made in the context of one particular set of circumstances. It added that it was working with industry bodies such as IATA and the AEA to consider the wider implications of the ruling for airlines. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Optimistic
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      But Rochelle Turner, head of research at Which magazine, said it was untrue for the industry to even suggest that the law was in doubt, since the European Court of Justice was the highest of all EU courts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However she acknowledged that in practice it might take some test cases and perhaps a change in the wording of EU law to end the continuing confusion over compensation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Simon Evans, chief executive of the Airline Transport Users Council said he was optimistic that the compensation message would get through to the airlines and they would gradually comply with more generous compensation for delays: 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There really is no legal uncertainty. The airlines just don't like the ruling because they think the court is making things up as it goes along." 
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  Robot 'helps arms after stroke'




    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy using a robot has helped patients improve arm movement years after having a stroke, according to a US study.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Researchers from Brown University, in Rhode Island, used the machine to provide three months of training. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New England Journal of Medicine reported that many patients had improved quality of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      UK stroke experts said the advance was "exciting" but added that robots were still at early stages of development. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      This is giving stroke survivors new hope
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, Brown University
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Strokes can leave people with long-lasting disability, which can include limited movement and weakness in upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy, starting as soon as possible after the stroke, is the recommended way to maximise the amount of movement recovered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, providing the physiotherapist needed for at least a hour per patient per day places large demands on the NHS. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One possible solution is to use machines which help patients reproduce the necessary movements. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Brown University trial tested a device called the MIT-Manus, specifically designed to help exercise the upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The patient sits at a table with their upper arm in the device, and is then instructed to perform tasks with the arm. The robot senses their movement and helps if required. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers described the robots as "power-steering" for the arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The study involved 127 patients who, on average, had suffered a stroke five years earlier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were split into three groups - one received "robot" therapy over a three month period, the next received the equivalent intensive therapy - carried out by a physiotherapist - while the third received "normal" healthcare, with no intensive treatment. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Quality of life
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Both the "robot" group and the other intensive group had significantly improved upper-arm function - measured by how much better they could carry out everyday tasks such as using a knife and fork, opening jars or tying shoelaces. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers involved have said they are delighted with the improvements - particularly given the years between stroke and treatment in the patients used in the research. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, who led the study said: "We've shown that with the right therapy [patients] can see improvements in movement, everyday function and quality of life - this is giving stroke survivors new hope." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Diane Playford, from the Institute of Neurology in London, is part of a team trying to develop similar robotic devices in the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is hopeful that, at some point, a machine compact enough to be used in the patient's home will be developed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The fact that these patients have improved function is exciting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would normally think that patients who began therapy at an earlier stage could do even better." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, she said that robots were still at an "early development" stage, and some years from full-scale use in the NHS. 
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  Marathon motivation 'discovered'




    	  
  	
    
      Men and women go through the pain and pleasure of marathon running for very different reasons, a study suggests.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The thrill of competition is said to attract many men while women are more likely to be pounding the streets for weight loss or to "improve" their mood. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The research, presented at the British Psychological Society's Annual Conference, looked at responses from more than 900 first-time race entrants. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, one expert said motivations were likely to be far more complex. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      When I speak to men about running a marathon, they often ask me what time I did it in, or where I placed, whereas women will ask how I felt about it
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Elizabeth Loughren, researcher
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      The study was carried out by Elizabeth Loughren while at Temple University in Philadelphia, who set up an online questionnaire for runners who had just completed their first marathon. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She asked what had prompted them to enter the race, whether they were planning to enter any more races, and if so, why they wanted to do it again. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some reasons for entering the first race, such as "to feel proud of myself", or "to finish the race in a certain time", were common to both sexes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But men were more likely to have wanted to see how far up the field they could finish. More women said they were running "to improve my mood", or because they were looking to lose weight in the preparations for the big day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Slightly more men said they would coming back for another go, and they were more likely to want to lower their finish time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ms Loughren, herself a keen runner, said: "For women, the marathon can be more about the experience than the competition itself. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "When I speak to men about running a marathon, they often ask me what time I did it in, or where I placed, whereas women will ask how I felt about it." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Female-friendly' marathons
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ms Loughren said in past decades marathon running had been geared very much towards the competitive element but many organisers were setting up social or family-orientated events which tended to attract more women. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr John Kremer, a sports psychologist from Queen's University Belfast, said that gender was just one of many factors which played a part in driving a runner's motivations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said: "Although the findings are not entirely surprising, it may not be that simple. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Age, for example, can play a big role in your motivations for taking part in sport - younger people are more likely to be motivated by competition, while older people are more likely to be influenced by health concerns."
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  Ecuadorean threat to oil giants




    	  
  	
    
      The Ecuadorean government has threatened to take over foreign oil concessions if the companies resist growing state control of the industry.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      President Rafael Correa said every day millions of dollars were going to oil companies that should go to the state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The government has been pressing the companies to give up concessions that give them a share of oil field profits and accept service contracts instead. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Oil firms operating in Ecuador come from Spain, Brazil, China and Italy. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    


    	  
  	
    
      'Serious action'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      President Correa said during a televised address on Saturday: "Every day that passes there are millions of dollars going to these companies that should be going to the Ecuadorean state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I'm out of patience. We are sending a bill to Congress that would allow for the expropriation of oil fields should the companies not want to sign the new contracts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The oil companies are playing with us. In the coming weeks there are going to be very considerable actions. I have no regard for these companies, which have abused our country." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Foreign oil companies operating in Ecuador currently include Chinese-owned Andes Petroleum, Brazil's oil giant Petrobras and Repsol-YPF, dominated by Spanish and Argentine capital. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2008, Mr Correa defaulted on $3.2bn (£2bn) of foreign debt he described as "illegitimate", calling the international lenders "monsters". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ecuador is Latin America's fifth-biggest oil producer but World Bank estimates show that some 56% of the country's 13.4 million people live in poverty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      That figure rises to more than 80% for indigenous Ecuadoreans, who are mainly small farmers in mountainous highlands. 
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  Cuban cigar legend dies aged 91




    	  
  	
    
      Cuba's most famous cigar maker, Alejandro Robaina, has died aged 91.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Robaina, the only grower to have a brand of Cuban cigars named after him, had been a roving ambassador for the country's state-run cigar industry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But more typically, he could be found on his small farm in the Vuelta Abajo region of western Cuba, tending his beloved tobacco plants. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He was famous for their quality and always told visitors: you have to love the land and care for it. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      If Cuba's hugely profitable state-run cigar industry had a face in recent years, it was that of Don Alejandro Robaina, says the BBC's Danny Aeberhard. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Veils of cotton
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      And what a face this venerable gentleman had - bronzed and deeply wrinkled, like one of his prized, dried tobacco leaves, he adds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Although he met kings and celebrities, this modest man was perhaps more comfortable greeting visitors to his smallholding in Vuelta Abajo. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There he would show people how to nurture the plants, protecting them from the fierce glare of the Cuban sun with veils of cotton cloth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their quality was legendary. When the tobacco grows, he said, it talks to you, telling you what it needs - and you must listen. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      Your comments and memories of Mr Robaina:
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      I met Mr Robaina during a visit to Cuba in 2003. We were shown round the tobacco farm and storage sheds. Wonderful gentleman. A lifetime of smoking cigars did not seem to do him much harm, but I guess the anti smokers would say he'd have lived to 100 as a non smoker. But what pleasure he would have missed and what pleasure he has given to many thousands. I'll smoke a cigar in his memory tonight. RIP. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Watts, Chiang Mai Thailand
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      My friends and I had the pleasure of having a private audience with Robaina last summer (July 2009). When I called the plantation and asked if we could visit, the family member who answered said yes! The day before we drove to see him, I called to reconfirm. When I asked if he'd be there, he responded "as long as I'm not dead I'll be here" (translated). When we arrived, he was having a nap so we were given a tour of the plantation until he awoke. When we met him, he was in good spirits, was very pleased that two Canadians and one Brit had driven all the way from Havana to meet him. He offered each of us home-rolled cigars and proceeded to cut and light them for us. He asked us questions and talked to us about him family and plantation. We have some great photos with him and some wonderful memories. He was a pleasant, jovial man. I am saddened by the loss. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shaun Henriksen, Ottawa, Canada
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I was born in Vuelta Abajo (Pinar del Rio). My father is a cigar lover, but in Cuba, just the people with money can have a taste of our good cigars, and my father just makes $15.00 a month. After years living outside Cuba, I went to visit my family, and I took my father to Vinales and to Mr Robaina's farm. I told Mr Robaina about my father and he just closed his eyes and said to my father... "Oh my god! You are a lucky man, here... have one of mine, they are the best ones, trust me." We had a great time with him. Just a nice man and an honest human being. He will be miss by all the Vueltabajersos (people from the province of Pinar del Rio).
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Radan Hernandez, Victoria, BC, Canada
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I met Mr Robaina in Pinar del Rio province in 2004. We were driving into Pinar del Rio to visit the local cigar factory. Two guys on bicycles were waiting at the entrance of the town, saying that the cigar factory was closed but they know of a better place. Thinking this was all a big hoax, but with nothing to lose, we agreed. They hopped in the car, and we drove a while away to this farm. Still thinking this was all a hoax, we were given a tour and then introduced to Mr Robaina (and of course offered to buy a box of Unicos). When I got home, I googled the brand and of course, there he was! Lucky we had met him in his own farm. Just goes to show sometimes its nice to trust the local people and put away some of your mistrust when travelling! 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mike Pasoff, Montreal, Quebec
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I'm very sad to hear this news. I met Alejandro Robaina last summer at his home in Cuba. We were incredibly lucky to see him as he wasn't seeing visitors to his farm at the time but we'd come a long way from Havana and he graciously agreed to meet us. He was an extremely warm, gentle man giving us cigars from his own collection and even lighting them for us. Spending half an hour with him was the highlight of the trip and I'm grateful I had the chance to meet a legend in the cigar world before he passed away. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lee Mulliss, Muscat, Oman
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  Goldman Sachs is accused of fraud



    	  
  	
    
      GOLDMAN SACHS GROUP INC.
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      *Chart shows local time
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      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      160.70
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -23.57
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      -12.79
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this share price
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Goldman Sachs, the Wall Street powerhouse, has been accused of defrauding investors by America's financial regulator.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) alleges that Goldman failed to disclose conflicts of interest. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The claims concern Goldman's marketing of sub-prime mortgage investments just as the US housing market faltered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman rejected the SEC's allegations, saying that it would "vigorously" defend its reputation. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      News that the SEC was pressing civil fraud charges against Goldman and one of its London-based vice presidents, Fabrice Tourre, sent shares in the investment bank tumbling 12%. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The narrative of what transpired, as set out by the SEC, is quite the financial thriller
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert Peston, BBC Business Editor
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The SEC says Goldman failed to disclose "vital information" that one of its clients, Paulson & Co, helped choose which securities were packaged into the mortgage portfolio. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      These securities were sold to investors in 2007. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Goldman did not disclose that Paulson, one of the world's largest hedge funds, had bet that the value of the securities would fall. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC said: "Unbeknownst to investors, Paulson... which was posed to benefit if the [securities] defaulted, played a significant role in selecting which [securities] should make up the portfolio." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In sum, Goldman Sachs arranged a transaction at Paulson's request in which Paulson heavily influenced the selection of the portfolio to suit its economic interests," said the Commission. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Housing collapse
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The SEC alleges that investors in the mortgage securities, packaged into a vehicle called Abacus, lost more than $1bn (£650m) in the US housing collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The whole building is about to collapse anytime now... Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fabrice...
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Email by Fabrice Tourre
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Mr Tourre was principally behind the creation of Abacus, which agreed its deal with Paulson in April 2007, the SEC said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Commission alleges that Mr Tourre knew the market in mortgage-backed securities was about to be hit well before this date. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The SEC's court document quotes an email from Mr Tourre to a friend in January 2007. "More and more leverage in the system. Only potential survivor, the fabulous Fab[rice Tourre]... standing in the middle of all these complex, highly leveraged, exotic trades he created without necessarily understanding all of the implications of those monstrosities!!!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Goldman denied any wrongdoing, saying in a brief statement: "The SEC's charges are completely unfounded in law and fact and we will vigorously contest them and defend the firm and its reputation." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The firm said that, rather than make money from the deal, it lost $90m. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The two investors that lost the most money, German bank IKB and ACA Capital Management, were two "sophisticated mortgage investors" who knew the risk, Goldman said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And nor was there any failure of disclosure, because "market makers do not disclose the identities of a buyer to a seller and vice versa." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Calls to Mr Tourre's office were referred to the Goldman press office. Paulson has not been charged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Asked why the SEC did not also pursue a case against Paulson, Enforcement Director Robert Khuzami told reporters: "It was Goldman that made the representations to investors. Paulson did not." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The firm's owner, John Paulson - no relation to former US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson - made billions of dollars betting against sub-prime mortgage securities. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, Paulson & Co. said: "As the SEC said at its press conference, Paulson is not the subject of this complaint, made no misrepresentations and is not the subject of any charges." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Regulation risk'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Goldman, arguably the world's most prestigious investment bank, had escaped relatively unscathed from the global financial meltdown. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This is the first time regulators have acted against a Wall Street deal that allegedly helped investors take advantage of the US housing market collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The charges come as US lawmakers get tough on Wall Street practices that helped cause the financial crisis. Among proposals being considered by Congress is tougher rules for complex investments like those involved in the alleged Goldman fraud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Observers said the SEC's move dealt a blow to Goldman's standing. "It undermines their brand," said Simon Johnson, a professor at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a Goldman critic. "It undermines their political clout." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Analyst Matt McCormick of Bahl & Gaynor said that the allegation could "be a fulcrum to push for even tighter regulation". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Goldman has a fight in front of it," he said.
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  Robot 'helps arms after stroke'




    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy using a robot has helped patients improve arm movement years after having a stroke, according to a US study.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Researchers from Brown University, in Rhode Island, used the machine to provide three months of training. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New England Journal of Medicine reported that many patients had improved quality of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      UK stroke experts said the advance was "exciting" but added that robots were still at early stages of development. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      This is giving stroke survivors new hope
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, Brown University
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Strokes can leave people with long-lasting disability, which can include limited movement and weakness in upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Intensive therapy, starting as soon as possible after the stroke, is the recommended way to maximise the amount of movement recovered. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, providing the physiotherapist needed for at least a hour per patient per day places large demands on the NHS. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One possible solution is to use machines which help patients reproduce the necessary movements. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Brown University trial tested a device called the MIT-Manus, specifically designed to help exercise the upper limbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The patient sits at a table with their upper arm in the device, and is then instructed to perform tasks with the arm. The robot senses their movement and helps if required. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers described the robots as "power-steering" for the arms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The study involved 127 patients who, on average, had suffered a stroke five years earlier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were split into three groups - one received "robot" therapy over a three month period, the next received the equivalent intensive therapy - carried out by a physiotherapist - while the third received "normal" healthcare, with no intensive treatment. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Quality of life
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Both the "robot" group and the other intensive group had significantly improved upper-arm function - measured by how much better they could carry out everyday tasks such as using a knife and fork, opening jars or tying shoelaces. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The researchers involved have said they are delighted with the improvements - particularly given the years between stroke and treatment in the patients used in the research. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Albert Lo, who led the study said: "We've shown that with the right therapy [patients] can see improvements in movement, everyday function and quality of life - this is giving stroke survivors new hope." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dr Diane Playford, from the Institute of Neurology in London, is part of a team trying to develop similar robotic devices in the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is hopeful that, at some point, a machine compact enough to be used in the patient's home will be developed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The fact that these patients have improved function is exciting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would normally think that patients who began therapy at an earlier stage could do even better." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, she said that robots were still at an "early development" stage, and some years from full-scale use in the NHS. 
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  Toyota recalls more US vehicles




    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has announced yet more recalls, the latest being 600,000 Sienna minivans in the US due to corrosion.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The news came a day after the Japanese company halted production of its Lexus GX 460 because of safety concerns. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The latest recall affects Siennas made between 1998 and 2010, which may suffer corrosion in the spare tyre carrier. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In the worst case, the carrier cable may fail and the spare tyre could become separated from the vehicle," Toyota said in a statement. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The company said it was working on a solution to the problem. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, the Japanese carmaker halted sales of its Lexus GX 460 SUV worldwide after a US magazine, Consumer Reports, said the vehicle's handling during its tests posed a "safety risk". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota also said it would test all of its other SUV models, including the Land Cruiser, Land Cruiser Prado and Rav4. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerning the Sienna recall, Toyota said prolonged exposure to road salt could result in excessive corrosion of the spare-tyre cable, and that they should be inspected by dealers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Rapid expansion
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Toyota overtook General Motors in 2008 as the world's biggest carmaker, but has since blamed its quality control problems on its rapid expansion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Executives from Toyota were fiercely criticised in the US Congress and the company's once high reputation has been left in tatters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Toyota has recalled more than 8m vehicles since late 2009 for brake and accelerator defects, and is facing 97 lawsuits for damages for injury or death linked to claims that cars were faulty. 
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  Judge allows bids for Brazil dam




    	  
  	
    
      A Brazilian court has overturned a ruling that could have delayed building a massive dam on an Amazon tributary.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A judge ruled bidding can go ahead next week for contracts to build the Belo Monte dam on the River Xingu. It would be the third largest dam in the world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The dam is opposed by indigenous groups and environmentalists. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They say thousands of indigenous people will be displaced and a sensitive ecosystem damaged. The government says it is crucial for economic development. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, campaign group Amazon Watch said "the battle is not over". 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "We are committed to supporting Brazilian indigenous peoples who have vowed to fight to stop the Belo Monte dam. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This dam is one of the most destructive projects ever undertaken in the Amazon." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The proposal to build a hydro-electric dam on the Xingu river, a tributary of the Amazon in the northern state of Para, has long been a source of controversy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The initial project was abandoned in the 1990s amid widespread protests both in Brazil and around the world. Canadian film director James Cameron and US actress Sigourney Weaver are among the high-profile opponents of the project. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Environmental groups say the Belo Monte dam will cause devastation in a large area of the rainforest and threaten the survival of indigenous groups. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      They say the lives of up to 40,000 people could be affected as 500 sq km of land would be flooded. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the government says whoever is awarded the project will have to pay $800m to protect the environment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The government also says the scheme has been modified to take account of fears that it would threaten the way of life of the indigenous peoples who live in the area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      When it is completed, Belo Monte would be third largest hydro-electric dam in the world, after the Three Gorges in China and Itaipu, which is jointly run by Brazil and Paraguay. It is expected to provide electricity to 23 million Brazilian homes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      With Brazil's economy continuing to show signs of growth, ministers say hydro-electric plants are a vital way to ensure power supplies over the next decade - and at least 70 dams are said to be planned for the Amazon region. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Critics say the Belo Monte plant will be hugely inefficient, generating less than 10% of its capacity during the three to four months of the low-water season.
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  Iran brands US 'nuclear criminal'




    	  
  	
    
      Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has labelled the US an "atomic criminal" at a conference on nuclear disarmament in Tehran.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He also said that the use of nuclear weapons was prohibited by religion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran's President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said an independent body should be set up to oversee nuclear disarmament. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran has been angered by a recent US review of nuclear policy, which Tehran sees as a threat to use nuclear weapons against it, a BBC correspondent says. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Iran's leadership has used this conference on nuclear disarmament to underline what it says is its moral opposition to nuclear weapons, says our Tehran correspondent Jon Leyne, reporting from London. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He says it is clearly meant as an answer to those who fear Iran is itself trying to develop its own nuclear arsenal. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Nuclear arms 'prohibited'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ayatollah Khamenei said in a message read out at the conference: "Only the US government has committed an atomic crime. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The world's only atomic criminal lies and presents itself as being against nuclear weapons proliferation, while it has not taken any serious measures in this regard," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also told the conference that the use of nuclear weapons was "haram" - prohibited under Islam. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Ahmadinejad called for the US and all countries who possessed nuclear weapons to be suspended from the UN nuclear watchdog, the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said there should be an independent international body set up to oversee nuclear disarmament. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Our correspondent says the debate will no doubt intensify as a conference approaches that will review the nuclear non-proliferation treaty, just at a time when Washington rallies support for new sanctions on Iran over its nuclear programme. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The US hosted a big international conference of 47 nations last week to discuss nuclear security. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Iran was not invited as the US fears Tehran is trying to develop nuclear weapons. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tehran says its nuclear programme is for purely peaceful purposes.
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  US to fight Caribbean drug routes




    	  
  	
    
      US Defence Secretary Robert Gates has expressed concern that drugs traffickers will begin using routes into the US through the Caribbean.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He told leaders in Barbados he wanted to work more closely with the region as pressure on Mexican routes was likely to make smugglers shift their efforts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Caribbean leaders say drug traffic in the region is already increasing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The United States says about three-quarters of South American cocaine comes through its border with Mexico. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      It says the drugs enter the country after being smuggled along a land route through central America. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Caribbean leaders believe the drug trade through the islands is already increasing as the US pours hundreds of millions of dollars into the fight in Mexico. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Hemisphere-wide problem'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      At a regional security conference in Barbados, Mr Gates emphasized the need to tighten coordination between anti-drug efforts in Latin America, the Caribbean and the US. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We consider [drug smuggling] to be a threat to our individual, national and regional well-being in every sense of the word
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Thompson
    	  
  	
    
      Prime Minister of Barbados
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
       "I think that narco-trafficking is a problem for the hemisphere as a whole. And wherever you put pressure, the traffickers will go where there is less resistance and where there is less capability," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Gates added that US President Barack Obama was strengthening security aid to the Caribbean, which had dropped during the Bush administration. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said: "After 9/11, the US began to draw down its presence and engagement in this region." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Gates said he hoped to show "the United States is re-engaging in this region and that we will work with these countries to address these problems". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      US funding for Caribbean security will rise to $70m (£45.6m) in fiscal year 2011 from $45m in 2010, he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2007, the US started a $1.4bn strategy to help Mexico fight the drug cartels. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Prime Minister of Barbados, David Thompson, said: "Obviously, we consider [drug smuggling] to be a threat to our individual, national and regional well-being in every sense of the word... We believe the United States is aware of what these concerns are." 
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  Ex-Blackwater president charged




    	  
  	
    
      The former president of the US private security firm, Blackwater Worldwide, and four other former workers have been indicted on federal weapons charges.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Gary Jackson, who resigned last year, denies conspiracy to violate firearms laws, making false statements and possession of an unregistered firearm. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Also indicted were the former general counsel and executive vice-president. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The charges are partially the result of a raid in 2008 by federal agents who seized 22 weapons, including 17 AK-47s. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Blackwater changed its name to Xe Services in 2009, two years after its guards were involved in a shooting incident in Baghdad that left 17 Iraqi civilians dead. They had been protecting US diplomats there. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their actions outraged the Iraqi government and led to charges being filed in the US against several guards - accusations later thrown out of court after a judge found prosecutors had mishandled evidence. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Straw purchases'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In addition to Mr Jackson, Blackwater's former general counsel Andrew Howell, former executive vice-president Bill Mathews, former procurement vice-president Ana Bundy, and former weapons manager Ronald Slezak were indicted on Friday. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      [Mr Jackson] will defend himself, as he defended this country, in what he calls the greatest justice system in the world
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kenneth Bell
    	  
  	
    
      Lawyer for Gary Jackson
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      They are charged with using "straw purchases" to stockpile automatic weapons at the company's headquarters in Moyock, North Carolina, and filing false documents to cover up gifts given to the king of Jordan. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Prosecutors said the company signed agreements in 2005, through which it financed the purchase of 34 automatic weapons for the Camden County sheriff's office but was allowed to keep most of them at its armoury. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Federal law prohibits licensed firearms dealers to have more than two of the same style of weapon - the raid on Blackwater found 17 AK-47s. Law enforcement agencies are also allowed to have fully automatic weapons. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      According to the Associated Press, the 2005 agreements between Blackwater and the sheriff's office said the weapons would be kept under "lock and key". 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Sheriff Tony Perry said at the time that his department only used the AK-47s in shooting practice at Blackwater, while Mr Jackson said it had offered it a place to store the weapons as a gesture of "professional courtesy". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The indictment also alleges that Blackwater officials, hoping to win a lucrative overseas contract for building and running a training centre, presented King Abdullah of Jordan with five firearms "to gain favour". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, they then realised they could not account for where the weapons had gone and falsified four federal documents "to give the appearance that the weapons had been purchased by them as individuals", it adds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Jackson's lawyer, Kenneth Bell, said the former Navy Seal was a true American hero and insisted the charges were false. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "He will defend himself, as he defended this country, in what he calls the greatest justice system in the world," he told AP. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Xe spokesman Mark Corallo said it had fully co-operated with the federal investigation and declined to give further comment.
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  Washington's $300,000 book fine




    	  
  	
    
      Librarians in New York's oldest library have uncovered a surprising book thief: George Washington.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The first president of the United States of America borrowed two books from the New York Society Library in 1789 but failed to return them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Adjusted for inflation, he has since racked up $300,000 (£195,000) in fines for being some 220 years late. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New York Society Library says it will not pursue the fine. It would simply like the books back. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He famously never told a lie, but it seems George Washington was not without his faults, the BBC's Madeleine Morris notes, reporting from Washington. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Two small losses
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On 5 October 1789, the first president borrowed two books from what was then the only library in Manhattan - "Law of Nations," a dissertation on international relations, and a volume of debate transcripts from Britain's House of Commons. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      George Washington did not even bother to sign his name in the borrower's ledger. An aide simply scrawled "president" next to the title to show who had taken them out. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The two tomes were due back a month later but were never returned and have been accruing late fees ever since. Librarians uncovered the misdemeanour as they were digitising the library's ledger from that time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The New York Society Library says it will not pursue the fine but it would like the books back. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sadly for fans of 18th-Century political literature, they appear to have vanished. On the balance sheet of George Washington's achievements for America, mark down two small losses, our correspondent says.
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  Peru rebel leader demands wedding




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Dan Collyns
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Lima
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 




    	  
  	
    
      The jailed leader of Peru's Shining Path rebel group and his girlfriend say they will go on hunger strike unless they are allowed to wed.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Abimael Guzman and Elena Yparraguirre are both serving life sentences. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their lawyer said they had been asking for permission to marry for several years and were tired of waiting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Mao-inspired Shining Path unleashed a brutal civil conflict in the 1980s and 1990s in Peru, in which nearly 70,000 people were killed. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      They may be the most reviled couple in Peru but they maintain they have the right under law to have their relationship formalised by marriage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their lawyer, Alfredo Crespo, said the pair "have decided that if [the government] does not bring them the documents by Monday, the both of them will start a hunger strike on Tuesday". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Bureaucracy
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Under Peruvian law, prisoners can marry and are even allowed several conjugal visits a year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the couple's plea seems beset by the usual bureaucracy and is not helped by the fact that they had both been married to other people. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Guzman is now widowed and Ms Yparaguirre left her husband more than 30 years ago to join the Shining Path. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier this year, President Garcia said he saw no reason why Mr Guzman - despite being the most despicable criminal in Peruvian history - could not marry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Yet it seems clear that Peruvian officialdom is reluctant to rubberstamp the nuptials. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Abimael Guzman, the founder of the Shining Path, was captured in 1992, along with his second-in-command Ms Yparaguirre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The self-declared armed struggle officially ended there. 
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    Martinez takes titles from Pavlik
  



      
    
      
        Sergio Martinez claimed Kelly Pavlik's WBO and WBC middleweight titles by a unanimous decision in Atlantic City.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Martinez, 35, was floored in the seventh round but opened a cut above American Pavlik's right eye in the ninth and dominated the final rounds. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It was a 12-round plan," said Argentine Martinez, who got the verdict 116-111, 115-111 and 115-112. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I knew in the long run he would show his true championship colours but I knew I had to finish off strongly." 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Martinez (45-2-2 24 KOs) dazzled his 28-year-old opponent with his superior speed and footwork in the early rounds, scoring well with right jabs and straight lefts. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Pavlik (36-2, 32 KOs), though, grew into the fight in the middle rounds and when Martinez walked into a short right hand that sent him crashing to the canvas in the seventh the bout appeared to swinging in the American's favour. 
      
    
    



      
    
      
        However, two rounds later the blood was streaming down Pavlik's face after Martinez had busted open a cut over his right eye. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I couldn't see," said Pavlik. "It was like a white-out in my right eye. I could still see punches, but he fought a smart fight, doubling on the left hand. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "He'd throw a left, I'd block it, and he'd throw another one. He wasn't hurting me or nothing, but he was catching me with punches, and it looked bad. There's nothing you can do about that." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Pavlik weakened considerably and Martinez, sensing victory, landed quick punches in the closing stages to score heavily with the judges. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It's a tremendous pride," said Martinez, who had stepped up to the 160lb division after being the WBC's light middleweight champion. "Incredible. I can't explain it at this moment." 
      
    
      
        






      
    
      
        Meanwhile, in Montreal, Romania's 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Lucien Bute
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         retained his IBF super middleweight belt with a third-round knockout win - his 26th straight victory - over Colombia's Edison Miranda. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And German 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Robert Stieglitz
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         recorded a 12-round unanimous decision (119-108, 117-111 and 117-110) over compatriot Eduard Gutknecht to retain his WBO super middleweight title on home soil in Sachsen-Anhalt.
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  US puts economic squeeze on Iran













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Jon Leyne
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        Tehran correspondent, BBC News, reporting from London
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      As pressure grows on Iran over its nuclear programme, there is evidence that behind the scenes, the United States has stepped up its push to isolate Tehran economically.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In recent weeks a number of countries and companies have cut back on their imports of Iranian crude oil. They include some of Iran's most important trading partners: China, Japan and India. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the same time more companies have stopped supplying Iran with refined petroleum. Because of a shortage of refining capacity, Iran relies on such imports to meet domestic demand. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The move was explained in unusually blunt terms this week by a senior US official. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      William Burns, US Under-Secretary of State, told a Congressional committee: "What we've been doing is to try to use every lever that we already have at our disposal to encourage foreign companies, foreign entities to cut their ties with the Iranian economy." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The squeeze is on," said Kate Dorian, Dubai bureau chief for the energy analysts Platts. "Very few people are willing to deal with Iran directly."
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Even the head of the Iranian union of oil exporters, Hamid Hoseyni, has acknowledged there has been a cut in exports of Iranian oil to China, Japan and India - all key customers - though he said overall Iranian exports had not been affected. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The pressure on Iran comes as the United States leads a push for new sanctions on Iran over its nuclear programme. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Obama has said he expects the measures to be agreed at the UN Security Council "this spring". Spring officially turns to summer in the United States on 21 June, so that gives American diplomats just over two months to conclude their negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Production down?
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Hard figures are difficult to confirm, and traders point out that Iran may simply have been over-pricing its oil. Iranian oil also suffers from being very "heavy" so it can be more difficult to sell when the market is over-supplied. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Platts energy analysts reckon that Iranian output is holding up at 3.76 million barrels a day, well above their Opec target. But others use Iranian government figures to paint a much less rosy picture, suggesting Iran is producing not much more than 3.5 million barrels a day. 
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Mr Hoseyni of the Iranian union of oil exporters is quoted as saying that China has cut imports from Iran from 400,000 barrels a day to 200,000 barrels a day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Japan is also reported to have cut back on imports of Iranian oil. And the Indian company Reliance has also reduced or ended its dealings with Iran. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Reliance was an important customer for Iranian oil because its huge refinery was particularly suited to processing Iran's output of heavy or very heavy crude. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      According to the semi-official Iranian news agency, ISNA, Reliance was buying 90 to 100,000 barrels of oil a day, or 2.4% of Iranian output. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Reliance was also one of the biggest suppliers of refined petroleum to Iran, and it is one of a number of petrol suppliers who appear to have succumbed to political pressure to pull out of trading with Iran, or at least cut back on the business. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Others include the Russian company, Lukoil, BP, Shell, Trafigura, Vitol, Glencore and IPG. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Dependence
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Iran's dependence on imported petroleum has often been identified as one of its weaknesses. Iranians love their cars, and when petrol rationing was introduced in the summer of 2007, there was violence on the streets. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The US congress has been pressing President Obama to introduce sanctions on petrol exports to Iran. So far Mr Obama has been reluctant to go ahead, at least with any formal measure. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some analysts point out that Iran has alternative suppliers who can fill the gaps. The analysts PFC say that Turkmenistan, Venezuela, Kuwait and Malaysia have all been willing to make up the shortfall. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A Chinese tanker this week was reported to be preparing to carry a major shipment of petrol to Iran. And Total of France is also still selling petrol to Iran.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Total's CEO has said that his company has received "indirect" messages from Washington about such sales, though not a direct request to stop. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the very least, though, the pressure means Iran may have to pay a premium for its petrol imports, even if they can be re-sourced through flags of convenience. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The pressure on Iran is an interesting study in how the United States uses its economic might to leverage political influence. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lukoil, for example, although it is a Russia company, also has major US shareholders, and a chain of petrol stations in the United States. Reliance of India also has significant interests in America as well. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      US pressure
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      For some time, American officials have been using these levers to curtail financial transactions with Iran. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      European banks have received a simple message: they can either trade with Iran, or with the United States, not both. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      US treasury officials have made a least two visits to Europe to underline the message. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      As a result it is becoming increasingly difficult to transfer money to and from Iran, and it is almost impossible to obtain letters of credit, another possible reason for the reduction in the oil trade. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The United States has also been using its alliance with Saudi Arabia to help suggest alternative sources of oil supply for Asian countries who make up some of Iran's most important customers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There's also a wider push to encourage non-American companies to stop doing business with Iran. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The German company Daimler announced this week that it was pulling out of Iran. The German Chancellor, Angela Merkel, has reportedly agreed to discourage trade between German companies and Iran, so long as Washington does not use public pressure on the issue. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Austria, however, still actively and openly promotes trade with the Islamic Republic. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Worker unrest
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Obama administration says it wants new UN sanctions to target the nuclear programme, and specifically the Revolutionary Guards, who occupy a growing position of power within the Islamic Republic. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      American officials argue that they want to hurt the leadership and not the Iranian people. There's also a fear that the Iranian government could blame sanctions for its self-created economic problems.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      In any case, Washington would be unlikely to secure agreement at the United Nations for the sort of measures it is pressing informally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the behind the scenes pressure to isolate Iran economically seems designed to produce more widespread economic problems, and perhaps even to provoke worker unrest. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Exile groups have been giving many details of layoffs imposed on Iranian workers, and also numerous protests over unpaid wages. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those are all indications that President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's government is facing growing economic pressure, at a time when its legitimacy continues to be challenged following the disputed election last summer. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To date, though, worker unrest has not risen to the point that it appears to pose a major threat to the government. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nevertheless economic pressure on the Iranian government, combined with mismanagement and under-investment, and growing domestic demand, does appear to mean that Iran is struggling to maintain the current level of oil export earnings, a critical lifeline for the government. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Internal division
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      According to one western analysis of figures from the Iranian central bank, those lower oil earnings are seriously depleting Iranian foreign currency reserves. Mr Ahmadinejad's profligate spending have made things worse as well. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Under this assessment reserves could reach a critical level within a year, forcing the government either to devalue the Iranian rial, or to make other drastic policy decisions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the biggest problems for Mr Ahmadinejad's government is that it is severely weakened since the disputed election last summer. It has often appeared incapable of decisive action, sometimes close to paralysis. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The divisions are not so much between government and opposition, as those between different factions of conservatives. Mr Ahmadinejad himself is deeply unpopular even amongst many fellow conservatives. He is not owed many favours. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The effect of that has been seen most clearly in the dramatic swings in policy over the nuclear issue. But it is also causing big problems in the management of the economy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One response to the financial crisis might be to cut subsidies, particularly petrol subsidies, something Mr Ahmadinejad has been trying to do. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the Iranian president has been entangled in a long running dispute with the parliament over the extent of subsidy reform, and there's no sign of an early resolution. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This American economic pressure appears aimed to encourage Mr Ahmadinejad to come to the table over the nuclear issue. So far there is little sign of this bearing fruit. And there is little sign that President Ahmadinejad's government even has the authority to offer a deal over the nuclear question, even if it wanted to. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Western policy makers could also be playing a longer game. They may be hoping that in the longer term, economic pressure could undermine Mr Ahmadinejad's position, or even eventually threaten the very existence of the Islamic Republic itself. 
    	  
  	
  
    






                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/8625621.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

    
        Europe

        
            Get the latest BBC News from Europe: headlines, features and analysis from BBC correspondents across the European Union, EU, and the rest of Europe.

        

        
            	
                Airlines urge flight ban review
                 [s�8 apr 22:04]
                
                    Europe's airlines and airports question the extent of flight restrictions imposed because of volcanic ash from Iceland.
                

            

            	
                Polish president buried in state
                 [s�8 apr 20:33]
                
                    The funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski and his wife has taken place, with thousands paying respects in Krakow.
                

            

            	
                Pope 'cries with Malta victims'
                 [s�8 apr 19:19]
                
                    Pope Benedict holds an emotional meeting with alleged victims of Church sex abuse in Malta, pledging to bring them justice.
                

            

            	
                Greece moves towards loan package
                 [l�7 apr 00:20]
                
                    The Greek Prime Minister says Greece is making "preparatory moves" to take advantage of a multi-billion euro rescue package.
                

            

            	
                Afghanistan frees Italy aid staff
                 [s�8 apr 17:54]
                
                    Afghanistan frees three Italian aid workers held in connection with an alleged plot to kill a provincial governor, Rome says.
                

            

            	
                Challenger wins N Cyprus election
                 [s�8 apr 20:15]
                
                    Veteran nationalist politician Dervis Eroglu is elected the new president of the North Cyprus breakaway republic.
                

            

            	
                Spanish helicopter crash in Haiti
                 [l�7 apr 01:06]
                
                    A Spanish military helicopter crashes in rugged terrain in Haiti, the United Nations says, killing all four crew members.
                

            

            	
                Button pips Hamilton to China win
                 [s�8 apr 10:52]
                
                    Jenson Button storms to his second win of the season, with McLaren team-mate Lewis Hamilton coming second at the Chinese Grand Prix.
                

            

            	
                Brilliant Nadal wins Monte Carlo
                 [s�8 apr 16:02]
                
                    Rafael Nadal produces a devastating display to beat Fernando Verdasco and secure a sixth consecutive Monte Carlo Masters title.
                

            

            	
                Uefa confident over Europa semis
                 [s�8 apr 22:08]
                
                    Uefa is confident Liverpool and Fulham's Europa League semi-finals will go ahead despite travel chaos caused by the drift of volcanic ash from Iceland.
                

            

            	
                Concrete hulks
                 [s�8 apr 09:21]
                
                    Divisions over fate of Vienna's Nazi-era towers
                

            

            	
                Failed revolution?
                 [l�7 apr 16:52]
                
                    Unity hopes fade as Turkish Cypriots go to polls
                

            

            	
                Survival instinct
                 [l�7 apr 12:40]
                
                    Young Poles draw strength from tragic national history
                

            

            	
                Occasional rain
                 [l�7 apr 12:52]
                
                    Poetry of shipping forecast read from a lighthouse
                

            

            	
                Iceland gets more IMF aid
                 [l�7 apr 00:20]
                
                    The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has cleared a $160m loan to Iceland that was contested by Britain and the Netherlands because of the collapse of the Icesave online bank.
                

            

            	
                Airlines count volcano ash losses
                 [fr, 16 apr 22:59]
                
                    Disruption caused by European airspace closure will cost airlines at least $200m per day, the industry's governing body warns
                

            

        

        
            | Up one level |
        

        

    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
            



  Airlines urge flight ban review




    	  
  	
    
      Europe's air industry has called for an urgent review of flight bans imposed because of volcanic ash from Iceland.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The bodies representing most European airlines and airports have questioned the need for the unprecedented curbs, which affect millions of travellers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Airlines that have carried out test flights say planes showed no obvious damage after flying through the ash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      EU Transport Commissioner Siim Kallas said he hoped 50% of Europe's airspace would be risk-free on Monday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He said the current situation was "not sustainable" and European authorities were working to find a solution that did not compromise safety. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Mr Kallas also said EU transport ministers would hold a video teleconference on Monday to assess the situation. About 20 European countries have closed their airspace. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight bans came amid fears that the ash - a mixture of glass, sand and rock particles - can seriously damage aircraft engines. Airlines are estimated to be losing some £130m ($200m) a day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      ACI Europe - which represents major airports - and the Association of European Airlines issued a joint statement urging officials to reconsider the restrictions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The eruption of the Icelandic volcano is not an unprecedented event and the procedures applied in other parts of the world for volcanic eruptions do not appear to require the kind of restrictions that are presently being imposed in Europe," the statement said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COUNTRIES AFFECTED
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Airspace closed:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland, UK
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Partial closures:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Germany (six airports, including Frankfurt and Berlin, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Italy (northern airspace closed until Monday)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Norway (most airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Bulgaria (Sofia and Plovdiv open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Poland (several airports, including Warsaw, open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Sweden (northern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      France (southern airports open)
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Flights operating:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Greece, Portugal, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, Spain
    	  
  	
    
      














    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, several airlines also questioned the curbs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Peter Hartman, chief executive of Dutch carrier KLM, said there had been "nothing unusual" about a test flight carried out by the airline through the plume, and he hoped to "get permission as soon as possible to partially restart our operations". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Steven Verhagen, vice-president of the Dutch Airline Pilots Association, told the Associated Press news agency: "In our opinion there is absolutely no reason to worry about resuming flights." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Germany's two biggest airlines, Lufthansa and Air Berlin, also said they had carried out test flights without apparent damage, as did Air France. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air Berlin spokeswoman Diana Daedelow told the BBC: "It is astonishing that these findings... have seemingly been ignored in the decision-making process of the aviation safety authorities." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      British Airways has been conducting its own test flight on Sunday, with chief executive Willie Walsh on board. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC business editor Robert Peston understands that the airline fears it might not be allowed to fly normal services until Thursday at the earliest. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Worsening disruption
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      UK Transport Secretary Lord Adonis, said "urgent discussions" were taking place between European and international agencies to ease the chaos. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We want to be able to resume flights as soon as possible, but safety remains my paramount concern," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I am with my husband and two young children stranded in Oslo and tearing my hair out trying to get home
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Christine Macandie
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Weather experts say wind patterns mean the cloud is not likely to move far until later in the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Brian Flynn, head of operations at Eurocontrol - which co-ordinates air traffic control in 38 nations - dismissed suggestions the authorities were being over-cautious. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "With the overriding objective of protecting the travelling public, these exceptional measures have to be taken," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile travel disruption worsened on Sunday. Eurocontrol said only 4,000 flights were expected in European airspace, against 24,000 normally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday there were 5,000 flights. All but 55 of 337 scheduled flights by US carriers to and from Europe were also cancelled. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Polish funeral
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Since Thursday, countries across northern and central Europe have either closed airspace or shut key airports. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Britain has extended a ban on most flights in its airspace until at least 1900 local time on Monday (1800 GMT). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ireland is keeping its airspace closed until 1200 GMT on Monday. Most French airports are to stay closed until Tuesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However airports in northern Spain, Lithuania and Ukraine reopened on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich was able to attend the funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski in the southern city of Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However the restrictions prevented many world leaders, including US President Barack Obama, from attending. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Travellers across northern Europe have sought other means of transport, packing out trains, buses and ferries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Southern Iceland's Eyjafjallajoekull volcano began erupting for the second time in a month on Wednesday, sending a plume of ash 8.5km (5.3 miles) high into the air. 
    	  
  	
    
      







    	  
  	
    
      Send your pictures or videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to 61124 if you are in the UK or+44 7725 100 100 if you are abroad. If you have a large file you can 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      upload it here
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      . 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Read the terms and conditions 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments may be published, displaying your name and location unless you state otherwise in the box below. 
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  Polish president buried in state




    	  
  	
    
      The state funeral of Polish President Lech Kaczynski and his wife Maria has been held in Krakow, with thousands gathering in the city to pay respects.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A funeral Mass was held in St Mary's Basilica and a procession later took the coffins to be buried in a crypt of the historic Wawel Cathedral. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Many world leaders could not attend due to volcanic ash grounding flights. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Poland's first couple and 94 other people died eight days ago when their plane crashed as they flew to Russia. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    


    	  
  	
    
      21-gun salute
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In remarks at the funeral Mass, Krakow's Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz said the international fellow feeling in the wake of the deaths had shown "many layers of good between the people and nations". 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            AT THE SCENE
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Adam Easton, BBC News, Krakow
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The president and his wife were buried together in a honey-coloured alabaster sarcophagus in the crypt of the Wawel cathedral. It was inscribed with their names and a cross. Earlier world leaders attended a moving and solemn funeral at the nearby St Mary's Basilica.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Outside on the medieval market square and beyond 150,000 people watched the service on specially erected TV screens. As the funeral procession began its way to Wawel cathedral many chanted: "Lech Kaczynski, we thank you, and we're with you".
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev defied the air restrictions to fly to Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Archbishop Dziwisz said he was addressing Mr Medvedev personally in stating: "The sympathy and help we have received from Russian brothers has breathed new life into a hope for closer relations and reconciliation between our two Slavic nations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The coffins were then taken in a gun-carriage procession through Krakow and on to the walled castle and cathedral at Wawel for a 21-gun salute and the burial. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands lined the streets, waving flags, applauding and chanting: "Lech Kaczynski! We thank you!" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Krakow ceremonies were for family, friends and international dignitaries but were shown on screens across the city. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Among those unable to attend the funeral are US President Barack Obama, the UK's Prince of Wales, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those mourners on the streets of Krakow said it was right for the funeral to take place on Sunday, despite cancellations by so many world leaders. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            POLISH FUNERAL SERVICE
			                        

	

    	  
  	
    
      Not attending:
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       US President Barack Obama; French President Nicolas Sarkozy; German Chancellor Angela Merkel; the UK's Prince of Wales and Foreign Secretary David Miliband; Spanish King Juan Carlos and PM Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero; Turkish President Abdullah Gul; Swedish King Carl XVI Gustaf and Foreign Minister Carl Bildt; Finnish President Tarja Halonen; South Korean PM Chung Un-chan; Canadian PM Stephen Harper; Icelandic President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Attending: 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev; Czech President Vaclav Klaus; Slovak President Ivan Gasparovic; Slovenian President Danilo Turk; Ukraine President Viktor Yanukovych; Latvian President Valdis Zatlers; Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Andrus Ansip; Romanian President Traian Basescu; Hungarian President Lazslo Solyom and PM Gordon Bajnai 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    





    	  
  	
    
      One mourner, Bartek Kargol, told Associated Press: "I wouldn't move the funeral. This event is for our president." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Maria Kurowska, mayor of the town of Jaslo, told Agence France-Presse news agency that her town had paid for three coaches to bring mourners to Krakow. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's an exceptional moment. Poles have to be here," she said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, the coffins had been driven through Warsaw on a route that took in key locations of Lech Kaczynski's life, such as city hall, where he served as the capital's mayor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The coffins were then taken from Warsaw to Krakow on a military transport plane that flew below the volcanic ash cloud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, hundreds of thousands of people had attended an open-air memorial service in the centre of Warsaw. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The couple's final resting place is in a sarcophagus in the royal crypt in Wawel cathedral, next to Poland's revered independence leader, Jozef Pilsudski. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The decision to entomb a leader seen as divisive by many during his lifetime in such a hallowed place has drawn some protests. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Polish government airliner crashed in western Russia on 10 April. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Investigators believe pilot error caused the plane to hit tree-tops in heavy fog in the Smolensk region, where the Polish delegation had meant to attend a memorial for about 22,000 Poles massacred by Stalin's secret police at Katyn in World War II. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Key Polish political and military leaders were killed in the air crash, including the heads of all three branches of Poland's military. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      BBC News website readers have been sending in their thoughts on President Lech Kaczynski's funeral:
    	  
  	
    
      







    	  
  	
    
      Kaczynski's burial in Wawel is controversial to many people - I understand that Kaczynski, although obviously important, was not on a par with these greats. However, the decision had to be a rushed one - this was not something Poland was prepared for - and the final choice was given to his family, and I think their wishes should be respected.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Aaron Munday, Krakow, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I am in Krakow at the moment doing a TEFL course. I went to the city centre this afternoon to try and see what was happening, but only caught a few glimpses of the screens as there are so many people here and a lot of the streets are closed off. I saw people from all over Poland, including a large and visible contingent from the Gdansk branch of the Solidarity Union. Lots of people were wearing all kinds of uniforms, particularly scouts and military personnel, plus a few people wearing what I guess to be Polish national costumes. The atmosphere was respectful but not overly sombre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ben, Worthing, England
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I actually live in Krakow. I saw the coffin of President Lech Kaczynski. It was an emotional moment for me. Goodbye Mr Lech Kaczynski. I will never forget you.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Gabriela Chorobik, Krakow, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      We are stranded in Krakow on the day of the funeral. We were very impressed by the organisation and scale of the event. The Polish people take great national pride and this outpoured today. I doubt we would witness such grief for a politician in Britain. It was very moving.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lorna Nee, Hamilton, Scotland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I have to admit that it has been a beautiful ceremony and it was indeed touching to see all these people from different parts of the world gather to pay their respects to the dead. Unfortunately, I did not like the way in which the media (Polish and international ones) created the image of Lech Kaczynski - the national hero, who spent his life fighting for the common good, in the name of God and all Poles. In fact, he was a strongly polarising figure, both in and outside Poland, and since his death everybody seems to forget how questionable a politician he was. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Marta Krupinska, Kraków, Poland
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      I am a student in Krakow. Today's ceremony is an historic moment. The funeral was wonderful. Lech Kaczynski was buried with highest honours. He was a warrior for freedom and truth.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Albert, Krakow, Poland
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  Pope 'cries with Malta victims'




    	  
  	
    
      Pope Benedict XVI has held an emotional meeting with alleged victims of sexual abuse by priests in Malta, pledging to "bring to justice" abusers.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Pope had tears in his eyes and he also "expressed his shame and sorrow over what victims and their families have suffered", the Vatican said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The meeting, in private, took place at the end of the Pope's visit to Malta. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Three priests are accused of sexually abusing orphan children on Malta in the 1980s and 1990s. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      In Malta, 10 men have testified that they were sexually molested by Catholic priests at an orphanage during that time. They had asked to meet Pope Benedict to close what they have termed a "hurtful chapter" in their lives. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Spiritual courage'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "The Holy Father met a small group of persons who were sexually abused by members of the clergy," a Vatican statement said. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      [The meeting] was very emotional. Everybody cried
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lawrence Grech,
    	  
  	
    
      alleged sex abuse victim
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      "He prayed with them and assured them that the Church is doing, and will continue to do, all in its power to investigate allegations, to bring to justice those responsible for abuse and to implement effective measures designed to safeguard young people in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In the spirit of his recent Letter to the Catholics of Ireland, he prayed that all the victims of abuse would experience healing and reconciliation, enabling them to move forward with renewed hope," the statement added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the alleged abuse victims in Malta later said the meeting with the Pope - which lasted about 45 minutes - had given him huge spiritual courage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Speaking on local television, Lawrence Grech sobbed as he described the meeting. "It was very emotional. Everybody cried," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said he was now a lapsed Catholic after his childhood experiences. But he added that he thought the Pope should not carry on his shoulders the guilt of others in the paedophile priest scandals. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Vatican spokesman Federico Lombardi said the Pope was deeply moved by the victims' stories, saying that he "had tears in his eyes". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Reservations
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      This was the first time the pontiff had met with alleged victims since the worldwide clerical abuse row erupted this year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ahead of the Pope's visit, Father Lombardi said that the pontiff would not agree to any meeting in the full glare of media publicity, and that the crowded programme during the 26-hour visit to Malta was unlikely to leave a window for such an opportunity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, the Archbishop of Malta, Paul Cremona, told worshippers at a Mass attended by the Pope that the Catholic Church must recognise what he called the failures and sins of its members. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Pope had hitherto maintained silence on the abuse crisis, which has overshadowed his visit, the BBC's David Willey in Malta reports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday, the pontiff was greeted outside the presidential residence by several thousand Maltese children singing happy birthday to the pontiff, who had just turned 83. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Pope is making a pilgrimage to the Mediterranean island in the footsteps of St Paul.
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  Greece moves towards loan package



    	  
  	
    
      EURO V US DOLLAR
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last updated: 16 Apr 2010, 23:50 UK
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      *Chart shows local time
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      €1 buys
    	  
  	
    
      change
    	  
  	
    
      %
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      1.3503
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.0005
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      +0.03
    	  
  	
    
      

 




    	  
  	
    
      More data on this currency pair
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou has said his country is making "preparatory moves" to take advantage of a multi-billion euro rescue package.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He added, however, that Greece would not necessarily make a formal request for help. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, the eurozone and International Monetary Fund (IMF) agreed details of a loan package to help debt-ridden Greece. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Concerns about Greece's high levels of debt have put pressure on the euro. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The currency fell by 1 cent against the dollar on Thursday, and slipped a further 0.54% on Friday to close at $1.3506. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      High debts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On Tuesday, Greece successfully raised 1.56bn euros ($2.1bn; £1.4bn) in an over-subscribed issue of bonds, designed to raise money to repay some of its debt. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, the country's finance ministry said on Thursday that it had written to the European Union, European Central Bank and IMF to discuss the rescue plan. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IMF's managing director, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, responded to the letter, saying he would send a team to Athens on Monday to begin negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Many analysts believe Greece will have little choice but to ask for help as it will not be able to raise enough money, at an affordable rate, to pay off its debts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Greece needs to borrow about 11bn euros by the end of May, and a total of 54bn euros by the end of the year.
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  Afghanistan frees Italy aid staff




    	  
  	
    
      Afghanistan has freed three Italian aid workers held on suspicion of plotting to kill a provincial governor, Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini says.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The three members of the medical charity Emergency were arrested on 10 April in Helmand province. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Afghan officials had claimed they were bribed by insurgents to bring suicide bomb vests and weapons into a hospital run by the charity in Lashkar Gah. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The employees had strongly denied the allegations against them. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, Mr Frattini said he was grateful for the swift resolution of the issue. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also hailed Italian diplomats for acting "with extraordinary professionalism and discretion" in securing the release of the Italian nationals, Italy's Ansa news agency reports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The aid workers were earlier identified as Marco Garatti, Matteo Dell'Aira and Matteo Pagani. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Raid video'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Last week, Helmand Governor Gulab Mangal said "explosive suicide vests, hand grenades and weapons were brought to the Emergency hospital with the help of the foreign staff and their colleagues to carry out attacks in Lashkar Gah". 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      He added: "According to their plan, an Emergency foreign staff member received $500,000 as an advance for killing me." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The governor's spokesman, Dawood Ahmadi, said six Afghans who were also arrested had worked at the hospital as clerks, guards and translators. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Investigators had alleged that all nine detained had links the Taliban, and that the group had planned to carry out a suicide bombing in Lashkar Gah, then kill the governor when he came to the hospital to visit the injured, Mr Ahmadi added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Associated Press reported that video of the raid it had obtained showed British troops accompanying Afghan police, soldiers and government officials to the Emergency Surgery Centre for Civilian War Victims, run by Emergency. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At one point, the video shows a storeroom packed with open boxes that appear to contain bullets, pistols, hand grenades and bags of explosives, according to AP. A British soldier is heard saying that an explosives disposal unit is on its way. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Three foreign staff members are then seen sitting on outdoor benches, their identification cards visible but names unclear.
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  Challenger wins N Cyprus election




    	  
  	
    
      Challenger Dervis Eroglu has been elected the next president of North Cyprus.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu, the prime minister, won just over 50%, enabling him to avoid a run-off with incumbent, Mehmet Ali Talat. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The election may have a major impact on the chances of reuniting the divided Mediterranean island. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Talat backs reunification and closer ties with Europe. Mr Eroglu, a nationalist, supports a two-state solution. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu claimed victory, saying: "We will always work in co-operation with our motherland Turkey." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Results on the Turkish Cypriot High Electoral Board's website gave him 50.38% of the vote to Mr Talat's 42.85%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus has been divided since 1974, when Turkish troops invaded in response to a military coup backed by the junta ruling Greece at the time. The breakaway north is not recognised internationally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Analysts say the result could stall peace talks with the Greek Cypriots and have implications for Turkey's hopes of joining the European Union. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Greek Cypriots, who are already members, could block Turkey's membership bid. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      When Turkish Cypriots voted Mr Talat into office they had hoped he would unite Cyprus and thus bring to an end decades of international isolation imposed on the unrecognised Turkish Republic in the north of the island, the BBC's Tabitha Morgan reports from Nicosia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But despite years of negotiations with the Greek Cypriot leadership, he has not been able to deliver on his promises, she says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus remains divided and the north's hopes for trade links with Europe have been frustrated, our correspondent says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Turkish Cypriots are disappointed and, according to one analyst wanted "to punish Mr Talat" for his failure to reunite Cyprus. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Eroglu rejects the united, federal solution, endorsed by the international community and instead wants one based on two loosely connected sovereign states.
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  Spanish helicopter crash in Haiti




    	  
  	
    
      A Spanish military helicopter has crashed in rugged terrain in Haiti, the United Nations (UN) has said, killing all four crew members on board.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Bell AB-212 went down at 1030 local time (1430 GMT) on Friday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The crew of a helicopter sent to the area saw "enormous damage" at the crash site, a UN spokesman said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The crash happened in rough terrain 50km (30 miles) southeast of the capital, Port-au-Prince, near the border with the Dominican Republic. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The helicopter was part of an independent Spanish detachment deployed in the country and was one of four based on the a Spanish navy amphibious ship, the Castilla. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "They are here on a bilateral agreement, they are not part of Minustah (the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti)," said UN spokesman George Ola-Davies. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The cause of the crash is not yet known. Spanish forces are now on their way to the scene in the Fond Verrettes area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Spain has about 450 soldiers in Haiti helping with aid and reconstruction after the devastating earthquake on 12 January, that the Haitian government says killed about 230,000 people. 
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    Button pips Hamilton to China win
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Marc Vesty
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Jenson Button stormed to his second win of the season as he headed team-mate Lewis Hamilton to a McLaren one-two at the Chinese Grand Prix.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Rain played havoc in China as Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg held off Ferrari's Fernando Alonso to finish third with Renault's Robert Kubica in fifth. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Button's win means he leads the drivers' championship by 10 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite starting at the front of the grid, Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber finished sixth and eighth. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Kubica's team-mate Vitaly Petrov completed an impressive day for Renault when he overtook Webber late on to take seventh position and earn his first points in Formula 1.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        Button had won the Australian Grand Prix after an early swap to slick tyres proved crucial and it was again superior strategic decisions by the 2009 world champion which led to him dominating for much of the race. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It was a tricky race and we called it right. It's not just about being quick - it's about reading the conditions," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Meanwhile, Hamilton once again proved his class when climbing the field. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The 2008 world champion made four pit stops throughout the grand prix in comparison to Button's two but still managed to fight back and pick up a vital 18 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Jenson made the better choice on the tyres. It wasn't easy making the call when to change the tyres. I chose very late halfway around the last corner. Clearly it wasn't the right choice," said Hamilton.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Michael Schumacher
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        Rosberg, challenged hard by Alonso in the closing stages, again out-performed team-mate Michael Schumacher who finished tenth, while Webber and Vettel will be hugely disappointed with their race performance. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A disappointed Schumacher said: "It is one of those races that you call frustrating. There were some good emotions but there were too many bad. Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Elsewhere, Felipe Massa fell from leading the driver's championship to sixth place overall after finishing ninth in China.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        With rain starting as the drivers lined up on the grid, the race got off to a manic start. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Third-placed Alonso immediately sprung to the front, overtaking the Red Bulls who had started at the front of the grid - but it was a jump-start by the Spaniard, who subsequently had to serve a drive through penalty. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        On the first corner Force India's Vitantonio Liuzzi careered across the track to wipe out Virgin's Timo Glock, Sauber's Kamui Kobayashi and Sebastien Buemi in the Toro Rosso, which led to the safety car being deployed. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That yellow flag bunched the cars and within minutes a complete re-jig of the grid order followed, as rain forced the vast majority of drivers to go in for intermediate tyres before, two laps later, the same cars headed back in to swap to slicks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Those double pit stops allowed Rosberg, Button and Kubica, who did not pit and instead stuck on soft tyres, to charge into the podium positions and establish a 50-second lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Behind the leaders a thrilling battle ensued between Hamilton and Vettel as they fought to climb back into the top spots. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        First the duo tussled on entrance into the pit before, as they were released out of the pits at the same time, the pair went wheel-to-wheel in a tense exchange which left Vettel narrowly ahead. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The face-off continued and at the hairpin on Turn 14 Hamilton cut inside Force India's Adrian Sutil and Vettel with an impeccably timed pass which put the McLaren up to sixth position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That early yellow flag also handed Alonso the opportunity to recover from his drive-through penalty and power his way through the field with a stunning drive, which included a canny overtake of team-mate Massa at the entry to the pit lane.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        And still the rain came and went unpredictably, throwing up a season's worth of drama in one grand prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        At the end of lap 22 debris from a disturbance to Jaime Alguersuari's Toro Rosso front wing forced the safety car out for a second time, bunching the pack once more. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That ruined the lead Button had been working hard to establish after overtaking Rosberg - and the Englishman subsequently slowed the field as racing restarted, bringing everyone incredibly close around the final hairpin. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "When the safety car was clearing debris off the circuit I had my heart in my mouth," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We had built up such a good gap and then everyone caught up, it was very tricky." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        With large clouds of rain rising behind the cars, the second half of the race saw the ever-daring Hamilton dash for the lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        The McLaren man charged past the Renaults before launching his challenge on Rosberg, until a fourth pit stop again relegated the Briton's position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        However, Rosberg's second pit stop handed Hamilton the opportunity to pull through in front of the German, whose general pace was slower, and set his sights on his team-mate. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But with degenerating tyres both McLarens were forced to nurse their way through the closing stages, albeit with a couple of violent swerves, to finish one second apart and seal a convincing victory for their team. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Towards the end of the race, when we put the intermediates on, the car felt really good," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I wasn't pushing the tyres too much but then it started raining again. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I made a mistake on the hairpin and ran wide and from then on I couldn't get any heat into the tyres. Any water I touched I aquaplaned so I had to back off." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        For Button a second win in only his fourth Grand Prix for McLaren means he will lead the championship going into the Spanish Grand Prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And Button can take extra confidence in the knowledge that in the last 20 seasons the driver leading after four rounds has won the championship on 15 occasions. 
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    Brilliant Nadal wins Monte Carlo
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Piers Newbery
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Rafael Nadal produced a devastating display to beat fellow Spaniard Fernando Verdasco and secure a sixth consecutive Monte Carlo Masters title.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Nadal won 6-0 6-1 in just one hour and 26 minutes - his 32nd straight victory at the Monte Carlo Country Club. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        It is his first tournament win since Rome last May, since when he has struggled with knee injuries. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But the former world number one showed he is back to his best as he dropped 14 games in five matches in Monte Carlo. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        The victory also served notice of Nadal's intent to regain the French Open crown he surrendered to Roger Federer last year after four straight titles. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Last year I did not play well (here) but I won. This year my level is completely different. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This year is really special for me because I had a little bit of a hard time for the last year. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I was back to my best level on January 1. I was ready to win before this tournament." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        He becomes the first player to win six consecutive titles at the same tournament since tennis turned professional in 1968, and moves level with Federer on 16 Masters titles - one behind Andre Agassi's record of 17. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "If he plays like this, no one can beat him," said Verdasco. "He beat everyone in six years here and I'm just one of them." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Nadal, 23, began in blistering fashion, reeling off the first seven points on the Verdasco serve on his way to a double-break. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        One breathtaking backhand cross-court winner left an advancing Verdasco helpless at the net, and there was no let-up from the four-time French Open champion.
      
    
    




      
    
      
         Rafael and Fabio - Perfect Combination 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        After a third break of serve was secured for 5-0, a shell-shocked Verdasco called for assistance and lay flat out at the changeover as the trainer massaged his neck. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The world number 12 was on the ropes early in the second set and did well to hang on, fending off four more break points - one with a huge backhand winner - to finally get a game on the board. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A tortuous afternoon took another bad turn for Verdasco at 1-1 when he made two double-faults in succession and, after gamely saving another two break points, Nadal whipped a mighty forehand across him at the net for the crucial breakthrough. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        There was a half-chance for Verdasco at 30-30 in the following game but Nadal found the perfect angle with a sliced backhand to get past him at the net and consolidate his advantage. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A forlorn Verdasco gave up a fifth break as he frustratingly thumped a forehand into the net to fall 4-1 behind moments later. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Verdasco did win the rally of the match in an entertaining game six that included drop shots, lobs, scrambling and smashes, and ended with the challenger falling to his knees in mock celebration as he at last enjoyed a victory of sorts. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But even in such a commanding position, and with the title within his grasp, Nadal battled fiercely to save six break points before using his forehand to dismantle the Verdasco serve yet again - confirming that he remains very much the man to beat on clay. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I think he had an unbelievable day and he played really good," said Verdasco. "He played really good during the whole week, not only today." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Nadal added: "It was emotional for me. It was my best week for a long time. It's unbelievable, Monte Carlo is my favourite tournament."
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    Uefa confident over Europa semis
  



      
    
      
        Uefa is confident Liverpool and Fulham's Europa League semi-finals will go ahead despite travel chaos caused by the drift of volcanic ash from Iceland.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Liverpool and Fulham are due to travel to Spain and Germany respectively for Thursday's ties. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        BBC Sport understands Uefa is confident in the contingency plans, but it will monitor the situation and make a final decision in the next couple of days. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Champions League semi-finals will go ahead on Tuesday and Wednesday. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Barcelona will travel over land to Italy for Tuesday's first leg against against Inter Milan if they are unable to fly, while French side Lyon will make a similar trip for their tie at Bayern Munich on Wednesday. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Pep Guardiola, coach of European champions Barcelona, said: "If we go by road we will not have the desired recovery, but there are many teams in the Segunda B (Spanish third tier) who travel 16 or 17 hours by coach every week." 
      
    
      
        





      
    
      
        Rafael Benitez's Liverpool team will be hopeful their tie against Atletico Madrid in the Spanish capital gets the go-ahead, while Roy Hodgson's Fulham are scheduled to fly to Hamburg on Wednesday ahead of their first leg tie against the city's Bundesliga side the following day. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        UK air restrictions are in place until at least 1900 BST on Monday following a significant eruption at the Eyjafjallajoekull volcano in Iceland, the second in less than a month. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        As a result, Uefa has been in contact with the London club and the Football Association about the travel situation. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "One of Uefa's concerns is that it should be fair and that their opponents don't have to go through hell and high water to get to the game," said Hodgson. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "An ideal scenario would be that the volcanic ash clears up and we can fly over to Germany. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It's totally and utterly linked to if there are flights. If there are no flights then the only option is to get a train and bus to Hamburg.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        "Plan A is out of the window, we are on Plan B and may well be on Plan C by the time we get there!"
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Salford head coach Shaun McRae
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        "There could still be a further problems because there might be no trains or coaches to travel on, but I'm confident Uefa will resolve the problem." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The air restrictions left football referee Steve Bennett, who was due to officiate the Manchester derby on Saturday, stranded in Romania. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Bennett had been teaching Romanian youngsters about refereeing but was unable to fly back to the UK in time for Manchester City's match with Manchester United. Martin Atkinson was drafted in as a replacement. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But the disruption has affected many other sports, with 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Formula 1
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         teams 
    
         
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Next weekend's Japanese 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        MotoGP
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         race has been called off with organisers set to announce an alternative date in the next couple of days. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And the Fina 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Diving World Series
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        , which was due to be held at Ponds Forge in Sheffield on 23 and 24 April has been cancelled. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Many of the athletes, including British world champion Tom Daley, are currently competing in Mexico and it has been decided to hold the Sheffield leg there too. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But Peter Waterfield did not travel to Mexico and will miss out. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        British Swimming media manager Dave Richards told BBC Sport: "This would have been the fourth year the event would have been held in Sheffield. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It is a huge disappointment for British Swimming and fans of diving but the situation is beyond our control." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Next Sunday's 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        London Marathon 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        will definitely go ahead as planned but a number of 
    
         
      
    
    



    
    
      
        
    
    



. 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Elsewhere Olympic 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        cycling
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         champion Bradley Wiggins was forced to miss a road race in the Netherlands. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Great Britain's opening match against Croatia at the 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        Ice Hockey World Championships
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         on Saturday was delayed after the team had to swap a flight for a 26-hour bus and train journey to Slovenia. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite not arriving Slovenia until two hours before the game, GB showed no signs of travel fatigue as they coasted to a 4-1 win. 
      
    
      
        







      
    
      
        FD
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        In 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        rugby league
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        , Widnes Vikings' Challenge Cup tie against Lezignan was postponed because the French team could not travel while the kick-off for St Helens v Toulouse was put back two hours on Saturday to give the French side more time to travel to England. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Leigh beat Limoux 32-20 in southern France after a lengthy journey via Folkestone and the Eurostar train. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Salford have decided to take a coach to Dover in order to catch a ferry to France and on to Perpignan in south France for Sunday's tie against the Catalans Dragons. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It's certainly not our preferred method of getting there but the game has to be played," said Salford head coach Shaun McRae. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "There are only a few weeks until the next round and there are Super League games on both weekends, including our trip to Murrayfield, so it is important we get the game out of the way as soon as possible. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We are full-time professionals - it's what we do for a job and occasionally we have to overcome hardships to do that job. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We couldn't hang back and wait for the airports to open but with the game not being until Sunday we can afford to take our time a little bit. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We'll be making frequent stops for stretches and exercise and so the players can take on food. We just have to be very conscientious about the way we plan things." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The start of next weekend's 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        European Gymnastic Championships
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
         in Birmingham has been delayed to allow competitors to alter travel plans. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And in 
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        cricket
      
    
      
        
      
    
      
        , new Yorkshire signing, West Indies fast bowler Tino Best could have his debut delayed. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The 28-year-old was due to fly this weekend but the travel chaos means his participation in the County Championship match against Kent starting on 21 April is in doubt.
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  Plans for Austria's Nazi-era towers spark controversy








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Bethany Bell
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Vienna
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      Scattered through Vienna are six huge anti-aircraft towers, a grim reminder of the city's Nazi past.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The flak towers were put up during the Second World War between 1942 and 1945. They were built in pairs in parks in the heart of the city. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Guns to shoot down Allied fighter planes were placed high on the concrete bastions and hundreds of civilians took shelter inside during bombing raids. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the architectural historian, Ute Bauer, who is taking part in a study of the towers, says their main purpose was propaganda. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The towers were meant as a sign of the military strength of the Third Reich, to show that the allied bombers could be defeated. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In 1943 when the towers were built, the authorities already knew the bombers flew higher - so they were of no military use, but they built them regardless." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She says that underground air raid shelters were more effective protection for the civilian population than the landmark towers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Horror of war'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The flak towers were built by forced labour. On the walls inside you can still see graffiti, written in chalk and pencil, by prisoners of war. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Milano, poi morire" wrote one Italian prisoner. "Milan, then die".
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      These buildings are so strong inside that you can feel the horror of war - I want people to have this feeling so that it cannot happen again
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sabine Gretner
    	  
  	
    
      Green Party
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Today one of the flak towers houses an aquarium and another is used by the Austrian army. But there is controversy about what should be done with the others. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Getting rid of the reinforced concrete hulks would be too difficult and expensive, according to Sandro Forst of the Vienna City Administration. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Even if you put a bomb inside you couldn't destroy the tower so you would need very strong diamond saws to cut it into pieces," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "And to cut up a whole tower is, from a technical point of view, impossible." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The towers have few windows and their cold concrete halls and echoing stairwells recall a period in history that some Austrians would prefer to forget. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Very safe'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Calls by Vienna's MAK Museum for Applied Arts/Contemporary Art to turn one of the towers into a centre for modern art have so far failed to materialise.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      But now the Vienna City Council is considering plans to turn one of the best-preserved towers, the Leitturm in the Arenberg Park, into a data storage centre. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sandro Forst says upkeep costs are "rising enormously", and that rent from a commercial storage company would help with the maintenance of the listed buildings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Above all, he says, a flak tower is secure: "The data centre must be kept safe from any kind of terrorism. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The flak towers are made of very stable concrete, they are well located and they are very safe because of the concrete walls." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Sabine Gretner from the Green Party believes the towers should be opened to the public - as a reminder of a dark period of history. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She says that because of the "Austrian political landscape, it is very important to know about the Second World War". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We have got right-wing politicians, and young people are starting to vote for them. And these buildings are so strong inside that you can feel the horror of war. I want people to have this feeling so that it cannot happen again." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the moment, there are not even signs explaining the history and function of the towers. But their looming presence above Vienna's parks and playgrounds cannot be ignored. 
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  Support ebbs for pro-unity Turkish Cypriot leader








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Tabitha Morgan
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Nicosia
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      If body language is an indicator, then Mehmet Ali Talat, leader of breakaway northern Cyprus for the past five years, knows he faces an uphill challenge.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      When his campaign bus arrived in the centre of the coastal town of Kyrenia on Tuesday night, he looked weary as he stood up, put on his jacket and prepared to meet his waiting supporters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The signs do not look good for him. Opinion polls suggest that Mr Talat's main rival, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu, is likely to win when Turkish Cypriots go the polls on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      That is not to say that Mr Talat's supporters are throwing in the towel. Far from it. "There was a fantastic grass-roots revolution when he came to power," said Emine, a university student, "and we want to keep that revolution alive until Cyprus is reunited". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The problem is, as the Kyrenia election rally showed, the revolutionary spirit is fading. The turnout was poor, the applause lacklustre.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The pro-solution people are punishing Talat
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ali Erel
    	  
  	
    
      Civil society activist
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      The broad support from all sectors and classes of society that Mr Talat once attracted was missing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      So what has gone wrong? Mr Talat came to power promising change after years of stagnation under the leadership of the veteran nationalist Rauf Denktash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Cyprus has been divided since 1974, when Turkish troops invaded in response to a military coup backed by the junta ruling Greece at the time. The breakaway north is not recognised internationally. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Talat committed himself to forging closer ties with Europe and reuniting Cyprus. He failed on both counts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To be fair, circumstances conspired against him. The European Union promised to ease trade restrictions after Turkish Cypriots voted in a referendum in 2004 to accept a UN plan to reunite Cyprus - a plan that Greek Cypriots overwhelmingly rejected. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the Republic of Cyprus, an EU member, blocked the easing of the embargo on the north. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Settlers from mainland
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      At the same time, reunification talks dragged on, meeting the same old obstacles that have prevented progress in previous rounds of negotiations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nevertheless, many Turkish Cypriots believe Mr Talat has let down the community, becoming aloof and dictatorial.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      "The pro-solution people are punishing Talat," says civil society activist Ali Erel. "Basically, he lost contact with them, with civil society in the streets. He cut them out and said he didn't need them any more - he alone would deliver." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Also working against Mr Talat was the demographic trend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      An increasing proportion of the population of northern Cyprus consists of mainland Turks who have settled on the island. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The settlers oppose reunification because any deal, at Greek Cypriot insistence, would involve the deportation of many of them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those opposing unification along the lines that Mr Talat has been pursuing have found an ally in Mr Eroglu. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Never merged'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      His vision of a solution to the Cyprus problem is based on the creation of a confederation, with separate and loosely-linked Greek and Turkish Cypriot states. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His supporters, like former foreign minister Vedat Celik, say this is the only realistic answer: "We cannot accept a unified state or the Greek claim that we are all Cypriots as one people," he says. "These two communities have never merged, there are no inter-marriages." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The view of Mr Celik and others is that most Cypriots - Greek as well as Turkish - are happy with the current state of affairs: a divided island where the two communities live peacefully apart.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      If that is the case, then why all the international fuss about Cyprus? The answer is that the island's fate is directly linked to Turkey's aspiration to join the EU. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the view of Nicosia-based analyst Hubert Faustman, if Mr Eroglu comes to power and reunification talks fail, then Europe will blame Turkey - the real power in northern Cyprus. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The result would be a significant increase in "pressure on Ankara to deliver on its commitments to the EU - in particular to open up its ports and airports to the Republic of Cyprus. It could mean a stalemate in Turkey's EU negotiations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Aside from Turkey's fate, Sunday's election in northern Cyprus could force Cypriots, too, to start facing harsh truths. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If reunification talks fail," a European diplomat said, "then at some point in the future the international community could decide to walk away, on the grounds that there is no evidence that the two communities really want to make the compromises needed to live together."
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  Poles draw strength from tragic past








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Oana Lungescu
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Warsaw
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      Although in mourning for the loss of life in the Russian air disaster, young Poles are philosophical about Poland's ability to pull through this crisis.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      It was late in the evening, but in a scruffy building in south-west Warsaw, groups of young people - some holding babies - were huddled in urgent meetings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Polish scouts from the local district organisation were preparing for another day of national mourning. I had noticed them since the weekend of the fatal crash.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I'd say that Polish history is marked by surviving tragedy, not by tragedy itself
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Jakub Wojtaszczyk, mathematician
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      In their distinctive green uniforms, they stood guard outside the presidential palace, respectfully arranging the mounds of red and white flowers - the Polish national colours - and making sure no-one stepped into the sea of burning candles as they wiped away the tears. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Pinned to a notice-board were the black-and-white pictures of two handsome young men from a previous generation of Warsaw scouts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One had been tortured by the Gestapo for being part of the Polish resistance against German occupation during World War II. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The other was shot in Katyn forest 70 years ago, one of the estimated 22,000 Poles - military officers, doctors, teachers and priests - killed by the Soviet secret police in a systematic massacre meant to ensure that Poland would never again rise as an independent nation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Their faces are part of Poland's history of defiance and suffering at the hands of powerful neighbours - but the two young scouts I met that night had nothing tragic about them. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Political loss
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Twenty-nine-year-old Jakub Wojtaszczyk had a PhD in mathematics, flashing blue eyes and a strong American accent. "I'd say that Polish history is marked by surviving tragedy, not by tragedy itself," he told me, his voice rising with emotion. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We really wanted to celebrate my wedding but then we decided not to do that - it was so sad
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kasia Dzieciolowska, history student
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      "Heck, I'm proud to be Polish, I'm not proud of having, like, an insurmountable number of tragedies in our history. What makes me proud is the fact that we organised. The defining moment is the way we react, not the tragedy itself." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Next to him sat Kasia Dzieciolowska, a 24-year-old history student with a winning smile. For her, the defining moment this weekend was not going to be the memorial service for the 96 who died in the plane crash, but her own, long-planned wedding. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It's a strange situation," Kasia said. "I had my hen night last Saturday, the Saturday of the disaster. We really wanted to celebrate my wedding but then we decided not to do that. It was so sad that we just met and talked about it. There was no party." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Discretion
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Kasia and Jakub mourned the loss of so many human lives. But they were surprisingly matter-of-fact about the political loss to their country's establishment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Politicians are of course replaceable, not people. But I will become a historian and I know we will remember them," said Kasia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Poland has indeed moved fast to replace most of the top officials who died in the plane crash - from the army chief of staff to the president of the national bank. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      As the country's constitution requires, the speaker of parliament, Bronislaw Komorowski, has become acting president. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His position is delicate, as a member of the governing liberal Civic Platform party, and the man who, before the crash, stood the best chance of replacing Lech Kaczynski. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      With an early presidential election now expected in June, Mr Komorowski has behaved with discretion and dignity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      So has prime minister Donald Tusk, despite many past clashes with Mr Kaczynski over the late president's confrontational policy towards Russia and Germany and his blocking of economic and social reforms. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It's a sign of Poland's political resilience that Jakub salutes: "It's not that replacing one politician with another would crash the system. Come on, we had elections coming anyway. This is a pretty stable country and I don't think anyone has fears that we won't be able to hold it together without these people." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Passionate protests
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      But mid-week the mood suddenly changed, with the announcement that the late president and his wife would be buried in Krakow, alongside the country's kings and heroes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On the streets of Krakow, I saw passionate protests, with students arguing this was a political decision to boost the electoral chances of the president's twin brother Jaroslaw. 40,000 people have joined a Facebook group against it. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On the phone from Warsaw, Kasia Dzieciolowska told me she didn't agree with the decision, but neither did she agree it was the right time to protest. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I asked her how were the preparations for her big day were going. "Everything's fine," she said. "But I have the TV on all the time and next to it I can see my wedding dress. It's like living in two different worlds." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I wished Kasia good luck and happiness. I have no doubt that, like her, Poland is strong enough to come through these strange, terrible days. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      BBC Radio 4: Saturdays, 1130. Second weekly edition on Thursdays, 1100 (some weeks only) 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC World Service: See 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      programme schedules 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Download the
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  English lighthouse beams out forecast













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Zeb Soanes
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC Radio 4 announcer
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The BBC shipping forecast is usually read from a windowless studio in London but one day this spring I had a chance to read it looking out from the Orford Ness lighthouse across the North Sea.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The forecast boasts a list of 31 maritime locations, names that evoke a wild seascape of the imagination: Dogger, Fitzroy, Hebrides, Rockall, German Bight… and it's a daily rhythmic recitation much of the country finds quaintly comforting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tucked up in bed, the landlubber experiences all the vicarious danger of gales that are "imminent", and is reassured when conditions are "moderate or good".
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      This nightly litany of the sea reminds the British that theirs is an island nation with a proud seafaring past. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      For me, it evokes thoughts of home and family. I grew up by the sea in Suffolk on England's east coast. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The stretch of coastline running down from my hometown of Lowestoft is heavy with history and with myth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is also being steadily eaten away by the encroaching waves. Over the years, whole villages have been lost to the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Legend has it that on stormy nights, you can still hear the church bells of Dunwich tolling far beneath the waves. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Now it is the famous lighthouse at Orford Ness in Suffolk which is under threat. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Secret tests
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The British Ministry of Defence commandeered this area and used it for more than 70 years to carry out secret military tests. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Work was done here to develop the atomic bomb and perfect the system which later became known as radar. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the buildings is now used to beam the BBC World Service across the North Sea to Western Europe and beyond. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There are numerous, possibly apocryphal stories about this remote spit of land which, for many decades, was strictly closed to the general public. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some believe the tall networks of aerials were first erected to monitor the movement of UFOs.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Certainly it's true that one of the benefits of having been a closed military site is that wildlife was left to flourish including several rare species which, seemingly, weren't disturbed by the frequent explosions and other mysterious military activity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC agreed that on this one occasion the shipping forecast could be read from the top of the Orford Ness lighthouse, and I met Keith Seaman, the lighthouse-keeper with an appropriately nautical name, over tea in a former Ministry of Defence hut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He comes from a long line of keepers. He drove us out across the shingle, past ominous warnings of unexploded bombs (they still find up to 15 a year), to reach the lighthouse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is mainly white but with two red candy stripes. Keith told me the stripes are as much a signal to sailors as the light itself, identifying the lighthouse by day as Orford. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There's another red and white lighthouse up the coast at Happisburgh, but that has three stripes," he informed me. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Notorious dangers
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The dangers to shipping here have long been notorious. In 1627, 32 ships were lost in a single night here. There was scarcely a survivor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This lighthouse stands only metres from the shoreline. It seems poignant and perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Like all modern lighthouses it is battery-powered, charged by the mains to ensure continuity of service in the event of a power-cut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Half-way up, I was surprised to see a computer-station linked to a transmitter on the roof. Therein may lie the fate of all British lighthouses - high-tech navigation systems may soon render them all useless. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But, as Keith noted dryly: "That's all right so long as the computers work."
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      German Bight, Humber, Thames. Northwest backing southwest four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The shipping forecast
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      On this beautiful spring day, we had a wonderful view from the top and on a clear night, I was told, the light itself can be seen for 25 nautical miles (46km). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It has a four-tonne lens which floats on a bath of mercury. Keith switched off the motor and showed me how, with a mere touch of my finger, I could start it revolving again. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so, finally, I unfolded a copy of that morning's shipping forecast, faced out to sea, and started to read. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the BBC headquarters back in London, we broadcast from a windowless studio, so it was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons who, as opposed to the landlubbers who simply enjoy its poetry, depend on the forecast's maritime data to keep them safe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The area forecasts for the next 24 hours," I intoned. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "German Bight, Humber, Thames. North-west backing south-west four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Of course it all made perfect sense to Keith, the lighthouse keeper, who remembered one final piece of advice, to protect those out at sea: "My grandfather always said, 'Before you leave, sweep your eyes over the horizon.''' 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so before we left, we did. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      BBC Radio 4: Saturdays, 1130. Second weekly edition on Thursdays, 1100 (some weeks only) 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC World Service: See 
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  Iceland gets more IMF aid




    	  
  	
    
      The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has cleared a $160m (£104m) loan to Iceland that was contested by Britain and the Netherlands.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The money is the latest tranche of $2.1bn in IMF aid to stave off Iceland's financial collapse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But approval got caught in wrangling over claims for compensation for the collapse of the Icelandic bank Icesave. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a poll in March voters in Iceland rejected a plan to pay Britain and the Netherlands 3.9bn euros (£3.4bn). 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Discussions on the IMF board, where Britain and the Netherlands have a vote, were stalled for months as the two countries discussed with Iceland their demands for compensation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The dispute has also overshadowed Iceland's application to join the European Union, which was submitted in July last year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Release of a further tranche of money brings to £1.2bn the amount of loans that the IMF has extended to Iceland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I am confident that the policies and financing now in place will ease the burden of adjustment and help Iceland's economy stage a recovery in the second half of 2010," said IMF managing director Dominique Strauss-Kahn in a statement. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The governments of Britain and the Netherlands bailed out savers in the online Icesave bank after its parent company, Landsbanki, collapsed in 2008. 
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  Airlines count volcano ash losses




    	  
  	
    
      Airlines will lose at least $200m (£130m) per day in revenues as a result of the volcanic ash-linked disruption, the industry's governing body has said.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The International Air Transport Association (IATA) said its members would also lose further money as a result of expensive contingency plans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile accountants KPMG said it expected UK flights alone to cost airlines in excess of £200m per day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      All UK flights in England and Wales were grounded on Friday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Those airspace restrictions will remain in place until at least 0700 BST on Saturday, and widespread restrictions are now in place across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Conservative estimate
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      British Airways' website said it is cancelling all its flights to and from London airports on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The carrier said that following the lifting of flying restrictions to Scottish air space, a small number of flights from the US originally scheduled for other UK destinations will fly into Scotland overnight. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      German flag carrier Lufthansa announced that all its European flights would be cancelled until at least 1100 BST on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And Ryanair has said none of its flights in northern Europe would operate until at least Monday afternoon. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The volcanic ash has turned into quite a financial disaster for my business.
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Louise Guinda, Safe Dreams
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Some restrictions in Scotland are being lifted from 1900 BST on Friday, however. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The IATA said its estimate of a $200m daily loss of revenues was "initial and conservative". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "In addition to lost revenues, airlines will incur added costs for re-routing of aircraft, care for stranded passengers and stranded aircraft at various ports," its director of corporate communications, Anthony Concil, said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      KPMG was less conservative in its estimates, predicting a £200m loss in traffic revenues as a result of the UK shutdown, assuming that all ticket sales would have to be refunded to passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shares in major European airlines fell on Friday as the volcanic ash cloud spread across Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British Airways saw its share price fall by 3.3%, while Air France-KLM lost 3.4%, and Lufthansa was down 4.1%. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Douglas McNeill, transport analyst, Charles Stanley Securities
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The falls appeared to reflect concerns among investors over the impact the stoppages could have on the airline industry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Douglas McNeill, a transport analyst at Charles Stanley Securities, said the financial impact would be small providing the stoppages were short-lived. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Clearly if you aren't flying, you're not generating revenue from passengers," he told the BBC. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "For a large network carrier like BA or Lufthansa you're talking about £10m a day - but that's of limited commercial significance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "A couple of days like this won't matter too much. If it goes on for weeks, that's a different story." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Few businesses hit
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Dr Ashley Steel, Global Chair for Transport and Infrastructure at KPMG, agreed that grounding the fleet would cost an airline like BA "tens of millions of pounds", but said that the companies needed to look at how they could better cope with such events in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "These unprecedented events underline again the need for mergers and global alliances in the airline industry because truly global airlines will be much better placed to deal with the financial fallout from these types of events," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The effect on the wider economy, however, is not expected to be as great. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Howard Archer, chief European economist at IHS Global Insight, said the impact on trade would be minimal assuming the stoppages were not prolonged. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Some businesses will be affected by the inability for freight to get in and out of the country. But as long as the disruption is not too long, this should not be a major problem," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Imports and exports by air freight represent just 1% of UK trade by weight, according to the think tank Oxford Economic Forecasting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, in value terms, around 30% of exports are transported by air - with the pharmaceutical industry particularly reliant on air freight, due to the high value and low weight of their products. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Potential disruption'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      No problems have been announced yet but Chris Snelling of the Freight Transport Association said problems could emerge. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Stuff that's being air freighted is almost always needed at short notice," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The pharmaceutical industry produces goods with short shelf lives sometimes and they need to get to the doctors and hospitals very quickly. Exporting beyond Europe has become impossible." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Snelling added that manufacturing industries also relied on getting spare parts to keep factories going. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "If firms suffer problems with equipment, they may find it hard to get replacement equipment at short notice. You might see factories being restricted in what they do or potentially shutting down. You could start to see a lot of disruption."
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    IPL semis switched after blasts
  



      
    
      
        The Indian Premier League semi-finals have been moved from Bangalore to Mumbai amid security fears.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Two devices exploded outside Bangalore's Chinnaswamy Stadium before Saturday's IPL game between Bangalore Royal Challengers and Mumbai Indians. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The match went ahead, with Kevin Pietersen playing for Bangalore, but a third device was defused on Sunday. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "The environment in Bangalore stops us from continuing with our original plans," said IPL boss Lalit Modi. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        "The incidents were assessed by local police and the IPL's security agency as being of a minor nature but they have forced our hand. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This decision is naturally disappointing for the people of Bangalore but has been taken with the tournament's best interests, and the interests of its many varied stakeholders, in mind. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "The IPL wishes those affected by yesterday's incidents a speedy recovery from injuries suffered as a result of the cowardly actions.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        This is really damaging and dangerous for sport in India - this is the biggest ever year for sport in India
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        BBC correspondent Rahul Tandon
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        "Despite this setback, we're confident the semi-finals and finals of IPL will be successfully contested and provide a fitting finale to a remarkable tournament." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        All three devices were hidden in the stadium's perimeter wall and the two explosions are believed to have injured 15 people. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "There is very tight security around IPL matches but a number of questions now need to be answered," said BBC correspondent Rahul Tandon. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "How is it that with that security, explosives were placed so close to a stadium before a high-profile match? Secondly, how come they were placed again this morning and who is behind this? 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This is really damaging and dangerous for sport in India - this is the biggest ever year for sport in India." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Initial investigations suggested the explosives used in the devices were locally made and of low intensity, according to senior local police official MR Poojar. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The International Cricket Council said it was too early to comment on the attack or its ramifications on the 2011 World Cup, which will be jointly hosted by India, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Up to 80 foreign players from across the world are contracted to the eight IPL teams. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The second edition of the tournament was moved to South Africa in 2009 amid fears the security forces would be too stretched by a clash of dates between the federal elections and the lucrative Twenty20 event. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        In late 2008, the first edition of the Twenty20 Champions League - featuring the leading provincial teams from five countries - was cancelled in the wake of terror attacks in Mumbai. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Cricket Australia said it was closely monitoring the current security situation, while New Zealand Cricket said it still plans to tour India in November. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        There was no immediate reaction from the Indian organisers of 2010 Commonwealth Games, which are set to be held in Delhi from 3-14 October.
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  Afghanistan frees Italy aid staff




    	  
  	
    
      Afghanistan has freed three Italian aid workers held on suspicion of plotting to kill a provincial governor, Italian Foreign Minister Franco Frattini says.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The three members of the medical charity Emergency were arrested on 10 April in Helmand province. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Afghan officials had claimed they were bribed by insurgents to bring suicide bomb vests and weapons into a hospital run by the charity in Lashkar Gah. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The employees had strongly denied the allegations against them. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      On Sunday, Mr Frattini said he was grateful for the swift resolution of the issue. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also hailed Italian diplomats for acting "with extraordinary professionalism and discretion" in securing the release of the Italian nationals, Italy's Ansa news agency reports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The aid workers were earlier identified as Marco Garatti, Matteo Dell'Aira and Matteo Pagani. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Raid video'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Last week, Helmand Governor Gulab Mangal said "explosive suicide vests, hand grenades and weapons were brought to the Emergency hospital with the help of the foreign staff and their colleagues to carry out attacks in Lashkar Gah". 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      He added: "According to their plan, an Emergency foreign staff member received $500,000 as an advance for killing me." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The governor's spokesman, Dawood Ahmadi, said six Afghans who were also arrested had worked at the hospital as clerks, guards and translators. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Investigators had alleged that all nine detained had links the Taliban, and that the group had planned to carry out a suicide bombing in Lashkar Gah, then kill the governor when he came to the hospital to visit the injured, Mr Ahmadi added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Associated Press reported that video of the raid it had obtained showed British troops accompanying Afghan police, soldiers and government officials to the Emergency Surgery Centre for Civilian War Victims, run by Emergency. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At one point, the video shows a storeroom packed with open boxes that appear to contain bullets, pistols, hand grenades and bags of explosives, according to AP. A British soldier is heard saying that an explosives disposal unit is on its way. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Three foreign staff members are then seen sitting on outdoor benches, their identification cards visible but names unclear.
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  More Bangladesh mutiny sentences




    	  
  	
    
      Dozens more border guards have been jailed in Bangladesh for their role in a mutiny in February last year that killed scores of army officers.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A special court passed jail sentences ranging from four months to seven years on 57 more guards. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      More than 70 people - many of them officers - were killed in the uprising over pay and conditions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some 3,500 border guards from the Bangladeshi Rifles are on trial across the country. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier this month, 29 guards became the first to be jailed for their part in the mutiny. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Civilian courts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The mutiny erupted at the Bangladeshi Rifles (BDR) headquarters in the capital Dhaka and lasted 33 hours, during which officers were killed and their bodies dumped in sewers and shallow graves. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Other BDR units followed suit around the country in the worst mutiny of armed forces in the country's history. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The 57 sentenced on Sunday were involved in an uprising in the south-eastern town of Feni. Only five of those charged were acquitted. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Civilian courts will handle cases involving more serious charges, including murder. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The mutiny took place just two months after the country returned to civilian rule under Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She originally offered an amnesty to some mutineers but this was rescinded when the extent and nature of the bloodshed became clear.
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  Car bomb in north-west Pakistan




    	  
  	
    
      Seven people have been killed and more than 20 wounded in a car bomb attack in north-western Pakistan.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A senior police official in the city of Kohat said a suicide bomber had driven a vehicle into the rear wall of a police station. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He suggested the incident was a response to a military operation that is under way in the area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Saturday two suicide bombers killed more than 40 people and wounded at least 60 at a displaced people's camp. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      That attack occurred about 40km (25 miles) away from the site of Sunday's attack. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday a suicide attack at a hospital in the south-west Pakistani city of Quetta killed at least 10 people and injured 35 more. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The attacker detonated a bomb in a waiting room at the Civil Hospital where people had gathered following the fatal shooting of a Shia businessman. 
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  Pakistan admits civilian deaths 




    	  
  	
    
      Pakistan's army chief, Gen Ashfaq Kayani, has apologised for the deaths of dozens of civilians during air raids near the Afghan border last week.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      More than 40 people died in what the army claimed was an attack on militants in a small village in the Khyber area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They belonged in fact to a tribe that was pro-government and had resisted Taliban influence, correspondents say. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The army regularly reports killing militants in air strikes, while denying responsibility for civilian deaths. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      In a brief statement on Saturday, Gen Kayani offered his heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and said he had ordered measures be taken to avoid such "unfortunate incidents" in the future. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Deadly strike
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Last Saturday, Pakistani military aircraft bombed the remote village of Saravilla. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Officials initially said 42 Taliban militants had been killed, but locals said more than 60 civilians were killed, including women and children. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Compensation has been set aside for the affected families, but the attack has unsurprisingly been extremely damaging for Pakistan's army, the BBC's Aleem Maqbool reports from Islamabad. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The army chief's apology and assurances suggest he recognises how crucial and fragile public support is, our correspondent adds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The army is under heavy pressure from the US to move against Taliban and al-Qaeda militants in the north-west. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Human rights groups have said civilian casualties in military operations have been considerable, but have been underestimated and under reported. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Relief agencies say the offensives against militants in Pakistan and in neighbouring Afghanistan have displaced more than one million people. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a separate incident on Saturday, at least 30 people were killed and 50 injured in a double suicide bomb attack at a camp for displaced people near the city of Kohat, police said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The victims were Shia Muslims, and a Sunni group, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi al-Alami, said it carried out the attacks, our correspondent says.
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  'Untouchable' champion of India's poor













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Chris Morris
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The first woman Dalit (formerly "untouchable") chief minister of an Indian state, Kumari Mayawati, is celebrated by those at the bottom of the Hindu caste system as their champion, but also criticised for amassing vast personal wealth.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Standing in the afternoon heat close to the banks of the Gomti River, looking down from a flyover on a vast monumental park, you would be forgiven for wondering whether the sun is playing tricks on you. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Is it a mirage? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A row of 60 giant elephants, carved from sandstone, stand guard along a broad processional walkway.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Mayawati is creating a special police force to protect her monuments and her army of statues from harm
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      There are domes and colonnades, granite pillars with brass elephant heads, a vast lotus-shaped memorial surrounded by shimmering marble and there are statues. Everywhere there are statues. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My first thought is to misquote the poet Shelley. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      My name is Mayawati, Queen of Queens: Look on my work, ye mighty, and despair! 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Because this is the piece de resistance of Ms Mayawati, the chief minister of Uttar Pradesh state. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On a scale that puts the Taj Mahal to shame, the Bhim Rao Ambedkar Monument celebrates the life of the man who wrote the Indian constitution and championed the cause of the downtrodden. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He is a hero in particular to India's Dalits, or "the oppressed", the community from which Ms Mayawati has risen. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dalits used to be known as "untouchables". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Below the bottom rung of the Hindu caste system, they were considered to be ritually polluted from birth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Officially, untouchability was outlawed by Ambedkar's constitution 60 years ago. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And in urban areas, and among those who have managed to grab the lifeline of education, its shadow has been diminished. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Segregation
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      But out in India's teeming villages, caste remains a dominant fact of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In many rural regions, Dalits are still forced to live in separate segregated areas. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They are often prevented from collecting water from the same well as higher caste people, and they do the jobs that no-one else wants to do. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I have to confess that since I have been living and working in this country I have tiptoed around covering the caste system.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The elephant, the ubiquitous symbol of Ms Mayawati's political party, is now riding high
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      It is a failure on my part I will admit, as hierarchy reveals so much about India and the Indian mindset. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But for outsiders, caste is fiendishly complicated, hard to understand and even harder to explain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In Uttar Pradesh, though, it is hard to avoid. The elephant, the ubiquitous symbol of Ms Mayawati's political party, is now riding high. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so is the Dalit pantheon. There are an estimated 20,000 statues of Ambedkar across this state, most of them commissioned by Ms Mayawati. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Vanity projects
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      She has also built countless statues of other Dalit leaders, including of course, of her own good self, staring defiantly into the distance and clutching a trademark square handbag. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      So it is easy to mock Ms Mayawati and her addiction to statues. Many middle class Indians frequently do. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Her political opponents accuse her of corruption and say she is wasting vast quantities of public money on vanity projects in one of the poorest parts of the country. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There has been a legal challenge, and the Supreme Court has ordered a stay on statue building while it considers the case.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      In response Ms Mayawati is creating a special police force to protect her monuments and her army of statues from harm. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      What for, asked one incredulous opponent? Will they lose height or weight? Is someone planning to disfigure them? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But there is some method in this apparent madness. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalits of Uttar Pradesh still vote en masse for Ms Mayawati. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And the more she spends to excess, the more some of them seem to revel in it. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At one huge rally, she was greeted with an enormous garland made entirely of 1,000 rupee notes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The tax department is investigating, and some say the garland may have been worth between $400,000 and $2m (up to £750,000). But the crowds loved it.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Dalits have been denied public space for so long, consciously shut out of it, that her supporters see the statues as the ultimate riposte
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      And then she was given a second garland made entirely of money, this time worth 1.8m rupees ($39,000). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And what of the statues? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Well, Dalits have been denied public space for so long, consciously shut out of it, that her supporters see the statues as the ultimate riposte. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She is reasserting our identity, they say, and reviving our lost history. Making Dalits realise that we too have a stake in this country. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And that means she is creating aspirations and she retains huge loyalty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But what about distributing power among the grass roots? That is where her opponents say she has failed. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Caste enigma
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      So where do Dalit politics go from here? Can Ms Mayawati move from strength to strength? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I have my doubts, but for me caste remains one of India's enduring mysteries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      I remember many years ago meeting a professor in Chennai and asking him to explain the caste system to me. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He turned to his collection of books, and honed in on 24 thick, bound volumes of The Castes and Tribes of South India, stretching right along the top shelf like the Encyclopaedia Britannia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Without a word he pulled out volume 24, opened it at the last page and handed it to me. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      To be continued, it said. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent
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  Ministers mull flight chaos steps




    	  
  	
    
      Britons stranded by flight restrictions as a result of the volcanic ash cloud from Iceland could be returned to the UK through a "Spanish hub".
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ministers met shortly before UK flight restrictions were extended until at least 1900 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ideas included flying those outside the no-fly zone to Spain and then to the UK by other transport, using the Royal Navy and requisitioning merchant ships. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tories and Lib Dems had called for ministers to give out more information. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Forecasters have warned the dust cloud may remain over the UK for several days.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COUNTRIES AFFECTED
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Airspace closed:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Latvia, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Sweden, Switzerland, UK
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Partial closures:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Italy (northern airspace closed until Monday)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Norway (limited flights in north)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Spain (northern airports closed)
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Flights operating:
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Greece, Portugal, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine
    	  
  	
    
      










    	  
  	
    
      Bodies representing European airports and airlines have called for flight restrictions to be reviewed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Business Secretary Lord Mandelson, who emerged from the meeting flanked by several cabinet colleagues, said: "We will mobilise all possible means to get people home." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said Prime Minister Gordon Brown would meet with his Spanish counterpart to explore whether Britons could be returned by landing in Spain - which is open to flights - from certain parts of the world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Transport Secretary Lord Adonis said Met Office advice was that it would not be safe for flights across most of northern Europe on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said data from a number of test flights would go to regulators, and there would be a meeting of European transport ministers on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Additional capacity had been introduced on other transport such as Eurostar and Eurtounnel trains and ferries, he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Security minister Lord West, a former head of the Royal Navy, said using the navy to bring people home was an option. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The government's Cobra emergency committee is to meet at 0830 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Conservatives have released an eight-point plan they would like to see to tackle the situation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It includes chartering ships to bring people home who are stranded in Europe and urging ferry and rail operators to retain their normal pricing structures.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            AT THE SCENE
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Lorna Gordon, BBC News, Iceland
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       In some small areas the volcanic fallout has been significant. It is clogging car engines, turning grass grey and reducing visibility to just a few metres. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       The police say driving conditions can be very difficult in these places. I heard one tale recounting that the moment you drive into the ash cloud it can feel as if you are driving into a wall. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
       The affected area is remote with only a few hundred people, most of them living in isolated homes and many of them farmers. They have been advised to stay inside with the windows and doors shut and if they do venture out to wear goggles and a mask. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Despite the hazards the volcano and its column of smoke are drawing visitors. They are also triggering lightning. The authorities are having to remind people they should not consider the volcano a tourist attraction. In fact, they have closed the country's ring road in the area affected to all but locals and the emergency services.
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Shadow transport secretary Theresa Villiers said: "With thousands of Britons stuck in airports overseas, it is hugely worrying that there is no end in sight for the flight ban." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Liberal Democrat transport spokesman Norman Baker said it needed to be "urgently assessed" how much longer British passengers faced being stranded for. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A British Airways Boeing 747 has completed a test flight at 30,000ft from Heathrow to Cardiff, with chief executive Willie Walsh and four crew on board. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dutch airline KLM and German airline Lufthansa have carried out test flights in their countries' airspace to see if it is safe for planes to fly. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      KLM said it had flown a plane through the cloud of volcanic ash without suffering any damage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Air France said it had successfully carried out a test flight from Paris to Toulouse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      ACI, representing European airports, and AEA, representing European airlines, said they were "questioning the proportionality of the flight restrictions currently imposed". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      AEA secretary general Ulrich Schulte-Strathaus said: "Verification flights undertaken by several of our airlines have revealed no irregularities at all." 
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, Brian Flynn, head of operations at Eurocontrol, the organisation in charge of air safety in Europe, denied aviation authorities were being over cautious. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ryanair has cancelled all scheduled flights between the UK, Ireland, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, France, Germany, Poland and the Baltic states until 1300 BST on Wednesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Easyjet has cancelled all its flights scheduled before 1300 BST on Monday in areas where airspace is closed, but a limited number are expected to operate in southern Europe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BMI said it was cancelling all its Heathrow flights until midnight on Monday.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We've been haemorrhaging money in hotels so we investigated renting a van to drive back in but this morning we were quoted £2,000 for a day and a half to drive to Dunkirk
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Steve Byrne
    	  
  	
    
       Stranded in Copenhagen
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Anyone concerned about the safety of a British national stranded abroad can call a Foreign Office helpline on 020 7008 0000, or visit its website at www.fco.gov.uk. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Stranded Britons should contact their local embassy, high commission or consulate. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The disruption has affected hundreds of thousands of travellers since Wednesday, when the Eyjafjallajoekull volcano in Iceland began erupting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Planes were first grounded in the UK at midday on Thursday amid fears that particles in the ash cloud generated by the volcanic eruption could cause engines to shut down. 
    	  
  	
    
      








    	  
  	
    
      Send your pictures or videos to 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      yourpics@bbc.co.uk
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       or text them to 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      61124 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      if you are in the UKor
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      +44 7725 100 100
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       if you are abroad. If you have a large file you can 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      upload it here
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      . 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Read the terms and conditions 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      At no time should you endanger yourself or others, take any unnecessary risks or infringe any laws.
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments may be published, displaying your name and location unless you state otherwise in the box below.
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  Brown steps up attack on Lib Dems




    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown has said Lib Dem policies must be "exposed" after polls suggested a jump in support for the party.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The prime minister told the BBC Lib Dem economic proposals were "mistaken", while proposed Conservative spending cuts posed a risk to the recovery. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Polls taken after the first TV debate put the Lib Dems up by as much as eight points, and they said online donations by individuals are seven times higher. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tory leader David Cameron said only his party could deliver "real change". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Both Labour and the Conservatives have turned their fire on the Lib Dems after Mr Clegg was widely regarded to have put in the best performance in the first of three TV prime ministerial debates. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A ComRes poll for the Sunday Mirror and Independent on Sunday, taken after the debate, put the Conservatives on 31%, the Lib Dems on 29% and Labour on 27%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In other developments on Sunday: 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown is to hold an 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    



	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



to discuss the volcanic ash crisis and help for stranded air passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      The Tories publish an eight-point plan of their own to help people affected, saying the situation is "hugely worrying" 
    	  
  	
    
      

	
    	  
  	
    
      Plaid Cymru and SNP say they have secured a potential
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



a decision by the BBC to exclude their leaders from its prime ministerial debate 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      The leader of Plaid Cymru, Ieuan Wyn Jones,
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



with Welsh Secretary Peter Hain and his Conservative and Lib Dem opposite numbers 
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Gordon Brown, David Cameron and Nick Clegg all stress their commitment to support 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    





    	  
  	
    
      'Wide open'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Brown told the Andrew Marr show that the debate had thrown the election "wide open" and admitted that he had lost out "on presentation and on style" in Thursday's encounter. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      A growing number of people are starting to hope, to believe a little door has opened and that maybe this time we can do things differently
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nick Clegg
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      But he said the campaign was not "an X Factor talent show" and people were now focusing on which party and leader could deliver on the big issues such as the economy, the NHS and education. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The Liberal Democrats have got to be exposed," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I think they have made a mistake in their economic policy...Why do they want to cut child tax credits? I think that is unfair. Why do they want to cut child trust funds?" 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Business Secretary Lord Mandelson reinforced the attack, saying the Lib Dems could hold "disproportionate power" in a hung Parliament and make it difficult to pass counter-terrorism legislation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "My bet is that most people will not follow through on their current flirtation with Nick [Clegg]", he said in a memo to activists. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Labour also attacked Conservative plans to cut £6bn in spending this year, which they say would hit jobs but which the Tories say is needed to stop the planned National Insurance rise. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "People will start to say there is a risk here and it is too big a risk on the economy to take," Mr Brown said of the Tory plans. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Earlier, he told the Sunday Telegraph that the prospect of a first Conservative budget - which the Tories have said they would hold within 50 days of being elected - sent "a shiver down my spine". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "People know economic security is an issue. It is on the ballot paper," Mr Brown told Andrew Marr. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Real choice'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The Liberal Democrats reported a leap in donations following Thursday's debate. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Clegg told an audience of young people in south London that although there was a long way to go in the campaign and polls were "volatile", the election represented an "immense opportunity" for change. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "A growing number of people are starting to hope, to believe a little door has opened and that maybe this time we can do things differently," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      If you want real change...the only way is to have a Conservative government
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Cameron
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Mr Clegg accused the Conservatives of "recycling misleading claims" about its European policy, after they said the Lib Dems were ready to sign up to anything proposed by the EU to give away British powers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Outlining his agenda for older people in Swindon, Mr Cameron said the only way the public could be "absolutely certain" of getting new leadership after the election was by voting for the Conservatives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Refraining from mentioning Mr Clegg, he said: "If you want real change, if you want the job to be done, the only way is to have a Conservative government." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC's Political Correspondent Carole Walker said Mr Cameron wanted to concentrate on the "real choice" in front of the public, which he saw as a straight fight between him and Gordon Brown. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Poll data
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The apparent swing in the polls follows the first of three prime ministerial TV debates on Thursday, in which Mr Clegg was acknowledged by his rivals to have shone. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      We have no historical comparisons to help us judge whether this turbulence will now dominate the campaign
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Cowling, 
    	  
  	
    
       Editor of the BBC's political research unit
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      The editor of the BBC's political research unit, David Cowling, said what the ComRes poll appeared to confirm was the "extraordinary shift in Lib Dem support as a result of the first prime ministerial debate". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However with two more debates to follow, he warned it was difficult to say if the swing would translate into votes on polling day. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      When the results of the ComRes poll of 1,006 people - conducted on 16 and 17 April - were fed into the BBC's Commons seat calculator, it showed Labour would still have the most seats with 279, the Conservatives 239, the Lib Dems 103 and others 29. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile, an ICM poll for the Sunday Telegraph - conducted largely before Thursday's debate - puts the Conservatives on 34%, Labour on 29% and the Lib Dems on 27%. 
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  Boy, 16, fatally stabbed at party




    	  
  	
    
      A 16-year-old boy was stabbed to death outside a birthday party in Croydon, south London, early on Sunday.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Police said the victim was not a guest at the party, which was being held at Croydon Sports Arena, Albert Road. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were called to a disturbance at 0018 BST. A boy aged 15 was arrested nearby on suspicion of murder and possessing an offensive weapon. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A post-mortem examination of the un-named victim was taking place later, police said. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      A police spokesman said: "On arrival officers found a youth in a walkway near the club with serious chest wounds." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Gatecrashing incident'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He was pronounced dead at the scene. Next of kin have been informed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The spokesman said there had been another incident at the same place two hours earlier, when between six and eight people tried to gatecrash the party. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "At this early stage it is believed the victim was not a guest at the party and it is unclear what he was doing in the area," said the spokesman. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Det Insp Alison Hepworth from Homicide and Serious Crime Command said: "We know there were many guests at the party and would appeal to them to come forward with information on what happened." 
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  Foreign secretary at Polish vigil




    	  
  	
    
      The foreign secretary has told London's Polish community that the death of their country's president has strengthened UK links with Poland.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      David Miliband was speaking in Trafalgar Square at a vigil for the president, his wife and a large number of officials who died in a plane crash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Miliband was unable to go to the funeral of President Lech Kaczynski in Poland because of the flight ban. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He joined many hundreds in London who saw a video feed of the Kracow service. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      President Kaczynski, his wife Maria and 94 others died eight days ago when their plane crashed in fog as they flew to Russia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Key political and military leaders were killed in the crash, including the heads of all three branches of Poland's military. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The immense sadness has brought home the depth of relations between the two countries
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      David Miliband, Foreigh Secretary
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Investigators believe pilot error caused the plane to hit treetops in heavy fog in the Smolensk region. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Polish delegation had meant to attend a memorial for about 22,000 Poles massacred by Stalin's secret police at Katyn in World War II. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Miliband told mourners that Poland's presence in the European family had heightened the sense of grief. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Poland's place at the heart of Europe has been cemented," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Across Britain today, people will see the immense links between Britain and Poland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The immense sadness has brought home the depth of relations between the two countries." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In remarks at the funeral in Poland, Krakow's Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz said the international feeling in the wake of the deaths had shown "many layers of good between the people and nations". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Among those unable to attend the funeral were US President Barack Obama, the Prince of Wales, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Russian President Dmitry Medvedev defied the air restrictions to fly to Krakow.
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  Two held over takeaway shooting




    	  
  	
    
      Two people have been arrested on suspicion of murdering a 16-year-old girl who was shot in the neck in an east London takeaway.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Agnes Sina-Inakoju was shot through the window of Hoxton Chicken and Pizza, in Hoxton Street, Hackney, on Wednesday night, by two people on mountain bikes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said those being held were a 16-year-old boy and a 21-year-old man. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Detectives say there is no evidence Agnes was a gang member and it is likely she was not the intended target. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      She died of her injuries in hospital on Friday morning. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The shooting is being dealt with by detectives from Operation Trident - the Metropolitan Police unit which investigates serious crime in London's black community. 
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  Uncle bailed after dog kills girl




    	  
  	
    
      The owner of a dog that killed an 18-month-old girl in West Sussex has been released on bail after being questioned on suspicion of her manslaughter.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Officers were called to reports of a girl suffering head injuries at a property in Cotton Walk, Broadfield, Crawley just after midday on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She was taken to East Surrey Hospital but died shortly after arrival. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Urfan Ahmed, 32, who is the girl's uncle, has been bailed until 15 July pending further inquiries. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The dog is set to be destroyed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The girl, who lived at the property, was with her grandmother, mother and three-year-old sister when the attack happened in the kitchen.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The dog picked up the child and attacked her in front of her family
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Det Ch Insp Trevor Bowles
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Det Ch Insp Trevor Bowles said: "What happened next was truly horrific, as the dog picked up the child and attacked her in front of her family. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Two workmen at a property nearby heard screaming and ran to the house to help. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "They were able to distract the animal, who dropped the baby from its jaws. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "One of them then pulled the child to safety before an ambulance was called." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A spokesman for Sussex Police said officers believe the dog is an American bulldog, but that was yet to be confirmed by experts. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      American bulldogs are not a breed banned under the Dangerous Dogs Act, he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said the girl's uncle was not in the property at the time of the attack, but arrived shortly afterwards and was arrested. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A post-mortem examination on the girl has been carried out and the results will be released on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The girl is also expected to be formally identified.

    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/8627993.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



  Man held over MI5 base bomb freed




    	  
  	
    
      A man arrested in connection with a bomb which exploded outside the Army base which houses MI5's NI headquarters has been released without charge.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The car bomb went off at about 0020 BST on Monday as the surrounding area was being evacuated outside Palace Barracks, in Holywood, County Down. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It came on the day that David Ford was chosen as the first local politician since 1972 to be NI's Justice Minister. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The 30-year-old was arrested in the Ardoyne area of Belfast on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      An elderly man who was walking near the barracks at the time of the bomb was treated for minor injuries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The bomb was placed in a taxi, which had been hijacked in the Ligoniel area of north Belfast, about seven miles from Holywood, at about 2150 BST. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The driver was held hostage by three men for about two hours before being told to drive his taxi to the barracks. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The vehicle was abandoned at the base just before midnight prompting police and security staff to evacuate the area. The bomb exploded about 20 minutes later as the evacuation was still taking place. 
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  Three men attacked by knife gang




    	  
  	
    
      A man has been left critically injured after he and two friends were stabbed by a gang in a west London street.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The victims, all aged in their 20s, were attacked in Acton by a group of men, police said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One was stabbed in the back and hand. He is described as being in a "life-threatening condition". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A second man was stabbed in the groin while the third suffered minor facial injuries. Police said no arrests had yet been made. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      A Metropolitan Police spokesman said: "Police were called at 0045 BST to Ludlow Court, Park Road East, to reports of a stabbing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Three men had been attacked in nearby Radley Close." 
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  MSPs told not to protect budgets 




    	  
  	
    
      Public services should not be spared spending cuts, a financial watchdog has warned the Scottish government. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Audit Scotland told MSPs that protecting certain services from cuts would be a "missed opportunity" which could hit other areas. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      During the General Election campaign, Labour, Conservatives and the SNP have said they want to protect budgets for frontline services such as healthcare. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The parties said they would try to claw back money elsewhere. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      But in a report to Holyrood's Finance Committee, Audit Scotland said: "Excluding any specific sector, policy area or services from the requirement to deliver services more efficiently represents a missed opportunity and could significantly increase the pressure for other spending areas to find savings." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A series of reports from the auditors have already commented on the "emerging gap" between public spending and forecast budgets. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Consider all options'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      That gap could be between £1.2bn and £2.9bn in 2013-14 if spending continues at the same rate as 2009-10, auditors said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The body said relying on the current 2% efficiencies savings would not be sufficient. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The message was supported in a second submission to the committee from the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Its report stated: "Different and radical thinking is now required and the level of radical thinking required means that politicians and public service managers will be faced with decisions which will result in future services almost certainly being restricted or even withdrawn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "What will be required at the outset is a determination by political leaders and local decision makers to consider all options." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It added: "It should not be a pre-condition that some services are protected." 
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  Lineker's 24-hour trip for show




    	  
  	
    
      Presenter Gary Lineker made the Match of the Day line-up on Saturday night - but only after enduring a near 24-hour journey from Tenerife to London.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Lineker, who was on holiday with his family when the Icelandic volcanic ash closed closed UK airspace, arrived back with only about two hours to spare. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He had flown to Madrid, driven to Paris and caught a Eurostar train to London. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Opening the BBC One highlights show, the ex-footballer said some fixtures were worth going the "extra mile" for. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He said: "Every now and then Match of the Day throws up a bunch of fixtures so enticing that you would go the extra mile to ensure you didn't miss it, and trust me that is certainly the case this week." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Sleep for England'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      On a day that featured the Manchester derby and a London derby between Spurs and Chelsea, he added: "We have games of volcanic proportions." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The former England striker told the Mail on Sunday it was the first time he had presented a show having missed watching all the afternoon games, but the important thing was he had made it. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It was like one of those impossible challenges they have on Top Gear," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I didn't have much chance to shut my eyes properly before the show - but I am going to sleep for England on Sunday." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lineker said his wife Danielle, her daughter Ella, eight, and his sons George, 18, Harry, 17, Tobias, 14, and Alex, 12, had "kept each other going" during the 2,050-mile (3,311 km) journey by singing songs. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A BBC spokeswoman said: "He did dash back and he got there. It was a very commendable effort to get himself on air." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Presenter Clare Balding had also driven back from Switzerland to present Saturday's Super League rugby and sports commentator Jonathan Pearce had driven back from France, she added. 
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    Wigan 3-2 Arsenal
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Phil Dawkes
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        A late Wigan comeback has all but ended Arsenal's title bid and also virtually secured their top-flight status.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Theo Walcott's neat finish gave Arsenal the lead, which they doubled via Mikael Silvestre's header from a corner. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Three goals in 10 minutes turned the game in Wigan's favour late on, with Ben Watson side-footing in the first. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A mistake from Arsenal keeper Lukasz Fabianski allowed Titus Bramble to head Wigan level and then, deep into injury time Charles N'Zogbia's strike won it. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        It was a stunning end to a game that Arsenal had seemed certain to win and in the process keep alive a title bid that was reawakened by Chelsea's 2-1 defeat at Spurs on Saturday.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        That result will have altered the pessimistic admission of Gunners boss Arsene Wenger after his side's own 2-1 loss at White Hart Lane on Wednesday that their challenge was over. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        He must now revert back to his initial prognosis that Arsenal are destined to finish trophyless for the fifth season in a row. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Wigan are very much in a race of their own at the bottom end of the table and cannot breathe easily just yet but this victory goes a long way to securing them a sixth successive season in the Premier League. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Latics now have a seven-point cushion over 18th-placed Hull with three games to play. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Whilst taking nothing away from Wigan, a large portion of the blame must go to an admittedly weakened Arsenal defence, which had already demonstrated its fragility earlier in the game and capitulated during a remarkable last 10 minutes.
      
    
    





      
    
      
        One-Henry
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        Watson's 80th-minute side-foot finish from a Hugo Rodallega pull-back was greeted with cheers of hope more than expectation from the home crowd. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        However, this quickly became belief that three points were these for the taking when Fabianski - filling in for injured first-choice keeper Manuel Almunia - fumbled a corner and allowed Bramble to head home the equaliser in the 89th minute. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        With momentum fully behind them, the Latics took full advantage of their shell-shocked opponents when, four minutes into injury time, N'Zogbia unleashed a superb, curling shot from the edge of the area into the top corner of the net fro the killer blow. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Gunners had been far from their best in the 80 minutes prior to Watson's first for Wigan but appeared to be on course to move within three points of Chelsea courtesy of a brace of goals in a 10-minute spell either side of half time.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Walcott's opener - a neat finish after he had been put through on goal by Nicklas Bendtner's pass - was reward for the way Arsenal had grown into the game throughout the first half following a nervous start, no doubt partly due to the absence of key defensive figures. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Fabianski looked uncertain as he tentatively edged forward but failed to claim a Watson corner, which flashed across goal just ahead of the lunging Mario Melchiot early on. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Minutes later, the Gunners defence - missing both first-choice centre-backs William Gallas and Thomas Vermaelen, gifted possession to N'Zogbia but his shot from the edge of the area bobbled tamely wide. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The first goal was well timed - coming just before the break - and the second even more so as Arsenal quashed any momentum the home side may have had from their half time team-talk. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Silvestre was given far too much room on the penalty spot to rise and head home Nasri's corner into the far corner of the net which, judging by his scrambled attempt to get across to clear, Watson had neglected his duty to cover. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Arsenal celebrated the goal like the game-winner it appeared to be, little aware of the late drama still to come. 
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    Torres out for rest of the season
  



      
    
      
        Liverpool striker Fernando Torres will miss the rest of the season following knee surgery.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        The 26-year-old, who saw a specialist in Spain on Sunday, has been troubled by the problem for a number of weeks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A Liverpool spokesman said: "It was decided that he would need surgery on a torn cartilage in his right knee. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "This will be carried out later on Sunday and, as a guide, the usual rehabilitation period for this type of procedure is around six weeks." 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        His fitness will be closely monitored by Spain manager Vicente del Bosque with Spain's opening World Cup game against Switzerland on 16 June. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Del Bosque must submit his final 23-man squad to Fifa by 1 June. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Torres, who joined Liverpool from Atletico Madrid in 2007, will also miss out on meeting his former club in the Europa League semi-finals. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Spaniard has scored 22 goals in all competitions this season, despite being beset by various injuries.
      
    
    




      
    
      
         Alonsoslastlaugh 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        He was sidelined for a month after a knee operation in January and before Christmas struggled with a groin injury. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Torres absence for the run-in for the season gives Liverpool manager Rafael Benitez a major headache in attack. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Dirk Kuyt, who normally plays on the right of midfield, can play as a forward and has scored nine league goals this season. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Young French striker David Ngog has scored just four goals in the Premier League this season, with his last league goal coming on 16 December in the 2-1 home win over Wigan. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Benitez also has at his disposal 19-year-old Spanish striker Daniel Pacheco, who has made the occasional substitute appearance this season. 
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    Rangers 2-0 Hearts
  








      
    
      
        
                        By Clive Lindsay
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Reigning Scottish champions Rangers showed a killer instinct to defeat Hearts and restore their 11-point lead.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Neat and tidy Hearts gave as good as they got in a lively first half without seriously threatening Rangers' goal. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Kenny Miller forced a fine save from goalkeeper Jamie MacDonald after the break as Rangers upped the tempo. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Kyle Lafferty powered home a header and Miller thumped home from the penalty spot after Eggert Jonsson was sent off for a push on Steven Naismith. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Rangers had been denied the opportunity to clinch the title on this occasion after Celtic recorded a fourth league victory in a row over Hibernian 24 hours earlier. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Perhaps anxious not to suffer the same problems suffered by Chelsea, who have let a healthy lead slip in England's top flight after Saturday's defeat by Tottenham, Walter Smith's side came out determined to attack their Edinburgh visitors.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        Top scorer Kris Boyd was restored to the front line after impressing as a midweek substitute while he aims to end an uncharacteristic six-game run without a goal, which would be his 100th in the league for Rangers. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite the absence through injury of Andrew Driver and Christian Nade, Hearts were equally determined to be positive in their search for the points that would improve their outside chances of a Europa League qualification spot. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And the visitors were the better side in possession during the opening exchanges, although it was Rangers who were the greater goal threat. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The first was rather fortunate when Madjid Bougherra burst down the right flank before whipping a dangerous cross into the box that goalkeeper Jamie MacDonald just managed to tip over the crossbar. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Craig Thomson, back in the Hearts defence along with fit-again Ismael Bouzid, was proving a threat from left-back and his curling cross found Suso, but the Spaniard's front-post header flew wide from 16 yards.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Boyd squandered a chance when found by a Kenny Miller cross into the six-yard box, the Scotland striker failing to control the ball as he attempted to turn away from his marker. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Laryea Kingston was on hand to clear off the line at the back post as Rangers pressed from a corner. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Thomson squandered Hearts' best chance when, after chasing a fine Suso through ball behind the Rangers defence, he waited too long to cross to David Obua and his pass was blocked by goalkeeper Allan McGregor. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Rangers upped the tempo after the break and only a fine save from goalkeeper MacDonald prevented a powerful Kenny Miller header from a Sasa Papac cross finding the net from 14 yards.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Bouzid replied with a thundering long-range drive that flew a few feet over McGregor's crossbar, but it was Rangers who broke the deadlock after 53 minutes. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Lafferty, who had been ineffectual after dropping to wide left in place of Steven Naismith to make way for Boyd, was the somewhat surprise scorer. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Kevin Thomson, who had started the game ahead of the unfortunate Maurice Edu considering the American's solid form, whipped in a corner that was powered home by the head of the unmarked Northern Ireland international at the near post. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Thomson almost turned goalscorer himself with a curling effort from 25 yards that struck the top of the crossbar and a Lee McCulloch header flew just over. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Rangers killed off the game after 83 minutes when Jonsson pushed Naismith to the ground as he looked to turn in a low cross across the face of goal from fellow substitute Nacho Novo and Miller made no mistake from the spot. 
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    Button pips Hamilton to China win
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Marc Vesty
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Jenson Button stormed to his second win of the season as he headed team-mate Lewis Hamilton to a McLaren one-two at the Chinese Grand Prix.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Rain played havoc in China as Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg held off Ferrari's Fernando Alonso to finish third with Renault's Robert Kubica in fifth. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Button's win means he leads the drivers' championship by 10 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite starting at the front of the grid, Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber finished sixth and eighth. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Kubica's team-mate Vitaly Petrov completed an impressive day for Renault when he overtook Webber late on to take seventh position and earn his first points in Formula 1.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        Button had won the Australian Grand Prix after an early swap to slick tyres proved crucial and it was again superior strategic decisions by the 2009 world champion which led to him dominating for much of the race. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It was a tricky race and we called it right. It's not just about being quick - it's about reading the conditions," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Meanwhile, Hamilton once again proved his class when climbing the field. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The 2008 world champion made four pit stops throughout the grand prix in comparison to Button's two but still managed to fight back and pick up a vital 18 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Jenson made the better choice on the tyres. It wasn't easy making the call when to change the tyres. I chose very late halfway around the last corner. Clearly it wasn't the right choice," said Hamilton.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Michael Schumacher
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        Rosberg, challenged hard by Alonso in the closing stages, again out-performed team-mate Michael Schumacher who finished tenth, while Webber and Vettel will be hugely disappointed with their race performance. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A disappointed Schumacher said: "It is one of those races that you call frustrating. There were some good emotions but there were too many bad. Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Elsewhere, Felipe Massa fell from leading the driver's championship to sixth place overall after finishing ninth in China.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        With rain starting as the drivers lined up on the grid, the race got off to a manic start. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Third-placed Alonso immediately sprung to the front, overtaking the Red Bulls who had started at the front of the grid - but it was a jump-start by the Spaniard, who subsequently had to serve a drive through penalty. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        On the first corner Force India's Vitantonio Liuzzi careered across the track to wipe out Virgin's Timo Glock, Sauber's Kamui Kobayashi and Sebastien Buemi in the Toro Rosso, which led to the safety car being deployed. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That yellow flag bunched the cars and within minutes a complete re-jig of the grid order followed, as rain forced the vast majority of drivers to go in for intermediate tyres before, two laps later, the same cars headed back in to swap to slicks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Those double pit stops allowed Rosberg, Button and Kubica, who did not pit and instead stuck on soft tyres, to charge into the podium positions and establish a 50-second lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Behind the leaders a thrilling battle ensued between Hamilton and Vettel as they fought to climb back into the top spots. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        First the duo tussled on entrance into the pit before, as they were released out of the pits at the same time, the pair went wheel-to-wheel in a tense exchange which left Vettel narrowly ahead. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The face-off continued and at the hairpin on Turn 14 Hamilton cut inside Force India's Adrian Sutil and Vettel with an impeccably timed pass which put the McLaren up to sixth position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That early yellow flag also handed Alonso the opportunity to recover from his drive-through penalty and power his way through the field with a stunning drive, which included a canny overtake of team-mate Massa at the entry to the pit lane.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        And still the rain came and went unpredictably, throwing up a season's worth of drama in one grand prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        At the end of lap 22 debris from a disturbance to Jaime Alguersuari's Toro Rosso front wing forced the safety car out for a second time, bunching the pack once more. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That ruined the lead Button had been working hard to establish after overtaking Rosberg - and the Englishman subsequently slowed the field as racing restarted, bringing everyone incredibly close around the final hairpin. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "When the safety car was clearing debris off the circuit I had my heart in my mouth," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We had built up such a good gap and then everyone caught up, it was very tricky." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        With large clouds of rain rising behind the cars, the second half of the race saw the ever-daring Hamilton dash for the lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        The McLaren man charged past the Renaults before launching his challenge on Rosberg, until a fourth pit stop again relegated the Briton's position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        However, Rosberg's second pit stop handed Hamilton the opportunity to pull through in front of the German, whose general pace was slower, and set his sights on his team-mate. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But with degenerating tyres both McLarens were forced to nurse their way through the closing stages, albeit with a couple of violent swerves, to finish one second apart and seal a convincing victory for their team. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Towards the end of the race, when we put the intermediates on, the car felt really good," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I wasn't pushing the tyres too much but then it started raining again. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I made a mistake on the hairpin and ran wide and from then on I couldn't get any heat into the tyres. Any water I touched I aquaplaned so I had to back off." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        For Button a second win in only his fourth Grand Prix for McLaren means he will lead the championship going into the Spanish Grand Prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And Button can take extra confidence in the knowledge that in the last 20 seasons the driver leading after four rounds has won the championship on 15 occasions. 
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  A world without planes








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Alain de Botton
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The philosopher, writer and recent writer-in-residence at Heathrow airport imagines a world without aircraft.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      In a future world without aeroplanes, children would gather at the feet of old men, and hear extraordinary tales of a mythic time when vast and complicated machines the size of several houses used to take to the skies and fly high over the Himalayas and the Tasman Sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The wise elders would explain that inside the aircraft, passengers, who had only paid the price of a few books for the privilege, would impatiently and ungratefully shut their window blinds to the views, would sit in silence next to strangers while watching films about love and friendship - and would complain that the food in miniature plastic beakers before them was not quite as tasty as the sort they could prepare in their own kitchens. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The elders would add that the skies, now undisturbed except by the meandering progress of bees and sparrows, had once thundered to the sound of airborne leviathans, that entire swathes of Britain's cities had been disturbed by their progress. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And that in an ancient London suburb once known as Fulham, it had been rare for the sensitive to be able to sleep much past six in the morning, due the unremitting progress of inbound aluminium tubes from Canada and the eastern seaboard of the United States. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At Heathrow, now turned into a museum, one would be able to walk unhurriedly across the two main runways and even give in to the temptation to sit cross-legged on their centrelines, a gesture with some of the same sublime thrill as touching a disconnected high-voltage electricity cable, running one's fingers along the teeth of an anaesthetised shark or having a wash in a fallen dictator's marble bathroom. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Uncynical, unvigilant
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Everything would, of course, go very slowly. It would take two days to reach Rome, a month before one finally sailed exultantly into Sydney harbour. And yet there would be benefits tied up in this languor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Those who had known the age of planes would recall the confusion they had felt upon arriving in Mumbai or Rio, Auckland or Montego Bay, only hours after leaving home, their slight sickness and bewilderment lending credence to the old Arabic saying that the soul invariably travels at the speed of a camel. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      This new widespread 'camel pace' would return travellers to a wisdom that their medieval pilgrim ancestors had once known very well. These medieval pilgrims had gone out of their way to make travel as slow as possible, avoiding even the use of boats and horses in favour of their own feet. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were not being perverse, only aware that if one of our key motives for travelling is to try to put the past behind us, then we often need something very large and time-consuming, like the experience of a month long journey across an ocean or a hike over a mountain range, to establish a sufficient sense of distance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Whatever the advantages of plentiful and convenient air travel, we may curse it for being too easy, too unnoticeable - and thereby for subverting our sincere attempts at changing ourselves through our journeys. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      How we would admire planes if they were no longer there to frighten and bore us. We would stroke their steel dolphin-like bodies in museums and honour them as symbols of a daunting technical intelligence and a prodigious wealth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      We would admire them like small boys do, and adults no longer dare, for fear of seeming uncynical and unvigilant towards their crimes against our world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Despite all the chaos and inconvenience of our disrupted flight schedules, we should feel grateful to the unruly Icelandic volcano - for allowing us briefly to imagine what a flight-less future would envy and pity us for.
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  Deadline for registering to vote looms








    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Will Smale
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        Political reporter, BBC News
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The day of the general election may be less than three weeks away, but for an estimated 3.5 million people an equally important date is looming.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      This Tuesday - 20 April - is the deadline for registering to be able to vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Anyone whose name is not on the electoral roll by then, will not be able to cast their ballot on 6 May. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      With the reputation of MPs taking a battering over the past year in the face of the expenses scandal, it may be understandable that some people are half-hearted about voting in this election. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But Andy Williamson of the Hansard Society - a charity that aims to encourage greater public involvement in politics - believes people are only making matters worse if they don't vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Many people now feel very, very disconnected from politics," says Mr Williamson, director of the digital democracy programme at the charity. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      By abdicating your opportunity to vote, you are abdicating your chance to be part of the country's decision making process
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Andy Williamson, Hansard Society
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      "They have a strong feeling that their voice doesn't count and they don't have a say. But if you don't vote, then you certainly compound this problem. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Instead it is really simple - we get one opportunity every five years or so to vote, and everything that happens in between [in Parliament] is a result of that vote." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He adds: "By abdicating your opportunity to vote, you are abdicating your chance to be part of the country's decision-making process." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ashok Viswanathan, spokesman for Operation Black Vote, the organisation that encourages ethnic minorities to vote, agrees. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Parliament currently still remains very much a white, male, middle class, middle-aged preserve," he says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Until everyone else gets more involved in politics it will remain the same. Voting in the general election may only be a part of the process of increasing change, but it is an important part of this process in terms of being an active citizen." 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Encouraging'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Registering to vote is a relatively simple process - you have to fill out a form with your name, age and address, then sign it and post it off to the electoral services department of your local authority. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      The Electoral Commission - the independent Parliamentary body that encourages people to vote - has an electronic version of the form available to download and print off from its 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 website. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It automatically adds the address of the electoral services department of a person's local authority, but you do still need a stamp and envelope. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      While an estimated 3.5 million people still haven't registered to vote, the commission says that 250,000 people have downloaded the voter registration form from the About My Vote website over the past month. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A spokeswoman for the commission said more than 40% of those people were in the 17 to 25 age bracket, which she said was "very encouraging" given this is the age group most likely not to register. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She said the number of young people visiting the About My Vote website had been boosted by the commission teaming up with Facebook to set up a "Democracy UK" page linking to the About My Vote website. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The voter registration forms are also available directly from each local authority across the UK, and in most cases can be downloaded and printed off their websites. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Early as possible'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      There is no universal time deadline on Tuesday for people to get their registration form into their local authority, as it can vary from council to council, the commission spokeswoman said. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      "What we do strongly advise is that the forms are returned as early as possible on the Tuesday, and obviously better still, before the final day," she says. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some local authorities may also accept returned registration forms in person, or via fax, but it is best to check in advance. E-mail is not allowed - to prevent election fraud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The spokeswoman warned that people should not assume they are registered to vote because they pay their council tax. And that they should especially check that they are registered if they have moved home since the autumn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      People can use websites such as 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 to check whether they are registered. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      However, 192.com says its list was only updated until the end of March, and it doesn't include the names of people who have opted out of the version of the electoral register that is made publicly available. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Only your local authority will be able to tell you if you are definitely registered. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      No ID needed
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Once the Tuesday deadline for voter registration is passed, the local authorities will then start to post out everyone's polling card from Wednesday, 21 April. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      You do not need to present your polling card when you go to vote, though, and neither do you need to take any form of identification with you - unless you will be voting in Northern Ireland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The deadline to register with your local authority for postal and proxy votes is also Tuesday, 20 April, with the postal votes again due to start being sent out to people from 21 April. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Postal votes then need to be returned to the electoral services departments of local authorities before the 10pm end of voting on 6 May. Those returned after that time will not be counted. 
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  English lighthouse beams out forecast













    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Zeb Soanes
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC Radio 4 announcer
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 





    	  
  	
    
      The BBC shipping forecast is usually read from a windowless studio in London but one day this spring I had a chance to read it looking out from the Orford Ness lighthouse across the North Sea.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The forecast boasts a list of 31 maritime locations, names that evoke a wild seascape of the imagination: Dogger, Fitzroy, Hebrides, Rockall, German Bight… and it's a daily rhythmic recitation much of the country finds quaintly comforting. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tucked up in bed, the landlubber experiences all the vicarious danger of gales that are "imminent", and is reassured when conditions are "moderate or good".
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      This nightly litany of the sea reminds the British that theirs is an island nation with a proud seafaring past. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      For me, it evokes thoughts of home and family. I grew up by the sea in Suffolk on England's east coast. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The stretch of coastline running down from my hometown of Lowestoft is heavy with history and with myth. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is also being steadily eaten away by the encroaching waves. Over the years, whole villages have been lost to the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Legend has it that on stormy nights, you can still hear the church bells of Dunwich tolling far beneath the waves. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Now it is the famous lighthouse at Orford Ness in Suffolk which is under threat. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Secret tests
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The British Ministry of Defence commandeered this area and used it for more than 70 years to carry out secret military tests. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Work was done here to develop the atomic bomb and perfect the system which later became known as radar. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One of the buildings is now used to beam the BBC World Service across the North Sea to Western Europe and beyond. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There are numerous, possibly apocryphal stories about this remote spit of land which, for many decades, was strictly closed to the general public. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Some believe the tall networks of aerials were first erected to monitor the movement of UFOs.
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Certainly it's true that one of the benefits of having been a closed military site is that wildlife was left to flourish including several rare species which, seemingly, weren't disturbed by the frequent explosions and other mysterious military activity. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC agreed that on this one occasion the shipping forecast could be read from the top of the Orford Ness lighthouse, and I met Keith Seaman, the lighthouse-keeper with an appropriately nautical name, over tea in a former Ministry of Defence hut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He comes from a long line of keepers. He drove us out across the shingle, past ominous warnings of unexploded bombs (they still find up to 15 a year), to reach the lighthouse. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is mainly white but with two red candy stripes. Keith told me the stripes are as much a signal to sailors as the light itself, identifying the lighthouse by day as Orford. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There's another red and white lighthouse up the coast at Happisburgh, but that has three stripes," he informed me. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Notorious dangers
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The dangers to shipping here have long been notorious. In 1627, 32 ships were lost in a single night here. There was scarcely a survivor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      This lighthouse stands only metres from the shoreline. It seems poignant and perhaps fitting that a landmark that has stood for 200 years and survived storms, flying-bombs and machine-gun fire, may ultimately be swallowed by the sea. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Like all modern lighthouses it is battery-powered, charged by the mains to ensure continuity of service in the event of a power-cut. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Half-way up, I was surprised to see a computer-station linked to a transmitter on the roof. Therein may lie the fate of all British lighthouses - high-tech navigation systems may soon render them all useless. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But, as Keith noted dryly: "That's all right so long as the computers work."
    	  
  	
  
    



    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      German Bight, Humber, Thames. Northwest backing southwest four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The shipping forecast
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      On this beautiful spring day, we had a wonderful view from the top and on a clear night, I was told, the light itself can be seen for 25 nautical miles (46km). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It has a four-tonne lens which floats on a bath of mercury. Keith switched off the motor and showed me how, with a mere touch of my finger, I could start it revolving again. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so, finally, I unfolded a copy of that morning's shipping forecast, faced out to sea, and started to read. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At the BBC headquarters back in London, we broadcast from a windowless studio, so it was a real treat to be able to gaze out and read to the distant crews in boats on the horizons who, as opposed to the landlubbers who simply enjoy its poetry, depend on the forecast's maritime data to keep them safe. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The area forecasts for the next 24 hours," I intoned. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "German Bight, Humber, Thames. North-west backing south-west four or five decreasing three at times. Slight or moderate. Occasional rain. Fog patches. Good, occasionally very poor." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Of course it all made perfect sense to Keith, the lighthouse keeper, who remembered one final piece of advice, to protect those out at sea: "My grandfather always said, 'Before you leave, sweep your eyes over the horizon.''' 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And so before we left, we did. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      How to listen to: From Our Own Correspondent
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      BBC Radio 4: Saturdays, 1130. Second weekly edition on Thursdays, 1100 (some weeks only) 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      BBC World Service: See 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      programme schedules 
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Download the
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Listen on
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Story by story at the
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  Two men charged with Aamir murder




    	  
  	
    
      Two men have been charged with murdering teenager Aamir Siddiqi at his Cardiff home.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Mr Siddiqi, 17, from the Roath area of the city, was stabbed to death after opening his front door to two masked men on 11 April. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police have charged two men, aged 35 and 36, with murder and the attempted murder of Mr Siddiqi's parents who suffered serious stab wounds. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The accused men are due to appear before Cardiff magistrates on Monday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      A third man, aged 39, who was arrested in connection with the attack, has been released on bail pending further inquiries. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police have renewed their appeal for information about the attack. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Det Ch Supt Stuart McKenzie, senior investigating officer, said: "Aamir was a talented and much-loved young man who had his life ahead of him. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I wish to thank all those who have contacted the incident room during the course of this investigation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would still appeal for anyone who has information on Aamir's death to contact the incident room." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ch Supt Bob Tooby, divisional commander for Cardiff, added: "During the past week there has been significant police presence in Roath, Cathays and other parts of our city." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Anybody with information is asked to contact Cardiff Central Police Station on 02920 571 530 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111." 
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  Row over funeral parlour bodies




    	  
  	
    
      Tenants living next to a Kent funeral parlour claim bodies being moved past their homes are blighting their lives.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Tim Potter said trollies with covered bodies were wheeled into WF Groombridge in Hadlow Road, Tonbridge. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said: "It just ruins any nice mellow mood you were in to have a coffin wandering past in front of you." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The owner of WF Groombridge said managers would be happy to discuss concerns with residents, but it had not received any complaints. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The funeral parlour moved into a building that had been occupied by a fancy dress store in December and did not require planning permission. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Potter said he could see the bodies from his kitchen window and back garden as they were wheeled to the rear entrance of the parlour. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      His neighbour, Petra Bellars, said the situation was upsetting her two children. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      She said: "One day I pulled up and they were out there bringing one in and I had to drive off because I had my children in the car. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I didn't want to have to explain to them, not at three and six years old. It's not something you want to talk about really." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In a statement, Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council said: "The use of premises for the direction of funerals falls within the same use class as a shop. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The occupation by the funeral directors is not a change of use that requires planning permission." 
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  Two die as plane crashes in field




    	  
  	
    
      Two people have died after a light aircraft crashed and burst into flames in a field in Hampshire.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Twenty firefighters were called to the scene off Red Post Lane, Monxton near Andover shortly after 1720 BST. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police are currently trying to trace where the aircraft took off from in order to identify those that died. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said it was too early to say if the volcanic ash cloud above the UK was a factor in the crash but would not rule anything out as a possible cause. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Private aircraft owners are being advised by the Civil Aviation Authority to take extra care because of the ash, but no legal restrictions are in force. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Inspector Paul Newstead of Hampshire Police said it was "highly unlikely" ash was a factor but "it will form part of the investigation". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He added that the light aircraft had come down in the field without causing any damage to power cables or other structures, and away from houses or farm buildings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      An Air Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB) spokesman said investigators were at the scene. 
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  Attenborough reaches North Pole




    	  
  	
    
      Sir David Attenborough has realised a life-long ambition and reached the North Pole, the BBC has said.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The broadcaster, 84, is filming in the Arctic Circle for Frozen Planet, a BBC One series due to air in late 2011. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sir David, who has also visited the South Pole for the series, said it was a "huge privilege" to reach both Poles. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC said the seven-part series is the "ultimate polar expedition to the last great wilderness on the planet - before the regions change forever". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Speaking from the Svalbard archipelago, 700 miles from the North Pole, Sir David said: "The Poles - North and South - look superficially very similar. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Astonishing'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "But when you visit them within a few weeks of one another, as I have just done, you realise how profoundly different they are and how what is happening to them is going to affect the entire planet." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said a century ago the Poles "were just about the most inaccessible place on earth" but times had changed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Nonetheless, to have visited them both within a few weeks of one another is a huge privilege. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Most of the programmes I have made over the past 50-odd years have been about the tropical parts of the world. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Having seen what I've just seen - from penguins to polar bears, from the frozen ocean to snow-covered volcanoes - I can't imagine why I've left visiting these marvellous, astonishing and beautiful places until so late in my life," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The wildlife presenter will also author the final episode, Meltdown, an environmental special in which he looks at what the future might hold for the animals and people who live at the Poles - and what the effects of climate change there might mean for everyone else.
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  Assembly tribute to Polish leader




    	  
  	
    
      The Northern Ireland Assembly has held a memorial service in memory of Polish President Lech Kaczynski.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      He died in the air crash over Russia last Saturday alongside his wife, Maria, and 94 other people. Many were leading figures in Polish society. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ceremony was held on Saturday afternoon in the main foyer of Parliament Buildings at Stormont. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Hundreds of members of Northern Ireland's Polish community joined religious and political leaders. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      DUP assembly speaker William Hay said there was a close relationship between Northern Ireland and Poland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Over the last decade, many Polish people have made their home in Northern Ireland and have contributed greatly to our society and economy," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "As a mark of respect to our Polish neighbours and friends as well as to show our profound sympathy to the Government of Poland, we felt that it was only fitting to hold such a Memorial Service. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "This service will allow local people and politicians a way of demonstrating their respect and understanding for Poland and its people." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Senior Polish military commanders, opposition politicians and the central bank governor, died in the crash near Smolensk in western Russia. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Kaczynski and his wife are to be given a state funeral in the city of Krakow on Sunday, with world leaders including US President Barack Obama set to attend.
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  Air travel chaos in Sunday papers









    	  
  	
    
      As the UK flight ban enters its fourth day, the papers are preoccupied with the chaos caused by the volcanic cloud.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Economists tell the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      The 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 warns of imported fruit and vegetables shortages. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 reports RAF flights into the UK have also been grounded and British troops wounded in Afghanistan may have to go to the US for treatment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Poll position
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Many newspapers focus on a fresh round of election opinion polls which suggest a surge in support for the Lib Dems. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A poll for the Independent on Sunday and Sunday Mirror puts the Tories on 31%, Lib Dems on 29% and Labour on 27%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      But the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 editorial dismisses Mr Clegg as "an outsider without any real prospect of power". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Afghanistan
    	  
  	
    
      





	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 accusing the three main party leaders of failing to address UK troops coming home from Afghanistan. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      It claims a charitable fund of private money to help bereaved families or wounded soldiers was used to buy body armour and operational equipment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Shadow defence secretary Liam Fox says the revelation is an "outrage". 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Living on the edge'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 carries an exclusive about the man convicted - and later cleared - of murdering the BBC Crimewatch presenter Jill Dando. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It says the Ministry of Justice has rejected Barry George's claim for compensation for wrongful imprisonment and loss of earnings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Finally the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Insurers have seen a dramatic increase in injuries and fatalities, it reports. 
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  Flight ban extended to fifth day




    	  
  	
    
      The ban on flights in English airspace has been extended into Monday.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A spokesman for traffic control body Nats said the cloud of volcanic ash is now covering all of the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Planes will remain grounded across England until 0700 BST on Monday - but some airlines had already said they will not be flying before Tuesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight ban has left hundreds of thousands of passengers stranded across Europe since the Icelandic volcano erupted on Thursday. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      In north-east England, a hastily-chartered North Sea ferry carried 49 stranded passengers from Norway to Tyneside after the local port agreed to arrange the crossing in record time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight ban could also affect two English teams involved in Europa League semi-finals. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Liverpool are due to fly to Spain to play Athletico Madrid and Fulham are scheduled to play in Hamburg on Thursday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Governing body Uefa says it will make a decision about the matches later in the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Medication worry
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Cassandra Williams, who had been expecting to start her new job as head teacher in Norfolk on Monday, is among thousands of Britons stranded. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ms Williams, who is currently in Hong Kong, said: "There are lots of children meant to be taking GCSEs and A levels and they are very worried about when they might be able to fly to get home." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And Karen Abbott, from Southampton, is stuck in Singapore with her husband and daughter, who has diabetes and is insulin-dependent. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      She said the family's medication stock is running out. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Awaiting guidance
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A statement from Nats said: "Conditions around the movement of the layers of the volcanic ash cloud over the UK remain dynamic. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "Nats is maintaining close dialogue with the Met Office and with the UK's safety regulator, the CAA, in respect of the international civil aviation policy we follow in applying restrictions to use of airspace. We are currently awaiting CAA guidance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We are working closely with government, airports and airlines, and airframe and aero engine manufacturers to get a better understanding of the effects of the ash cloud and to seek solutions. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Based on the latest information from the Met Office, NATS advises that the restrictions currently in place across UK controlled airspace will remain in place until at least 0700 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We will continue to monitor Met Office information and review our arrangements in line with that. We will advise further arrangements at approximately 2100 BST." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Airports across England have been left deserted by the flight ban - but many nearby hotels have seen a boost to business catering for stranded passengers. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British Airways, BMI and Flybe have all said they will not be flying on Monday. Ryanair has grounded its planes until 1300 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In north-east England, a hastily-chartered North Sea ferry carried 49 passengers from Norway to Tyneside after the local port agreed to arrange the crossing in record time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The flight ban could also affect two English teams involved in Europa League semi-finals. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Liverpool are due to fly to Spain to play Athletico Madrid and Fulham are scheduled to play in Hamburg on Thursday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Governing body Uefa says it will make a decision about the matches later in the week. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A Foreign and Commonwealth Office 24-hour consular helpline has been set up on 020 7008 0000 for people stuck abroad.
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  Crash plane was on return journey




    	  
  	
    
      The light aircraft which crashed in Hampshire killing two people was on a return flight from Cambridgeshire, police have said.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Two men, in their 50s and from Dorset, died when the plane crashed and bust into flames in a field near Andover on Saturday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Twenty firefighters were called to the scene off Red Post Lane, Monxton, shortly after 1720 BST. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The plane took off from Bournemouth earlier in the day. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      It flew to Duxford in Cambridgeshire and was on the way back when it crashed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Hampshire Constabulary said it had received reports from motorists on the A303 who saw a plane encountering problems at the time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The men's bodies were taken to the Royal Hampshire County Hospital in Winchester and are awaiting formal identification. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said on Saturday that it was "highly unlikely" that the volcanic ash cloud above the UK was a factor in the crash, but added that it would form part of the investigation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Private aircraft owners are being advised by the Civil Aviation Authority to take extra care because of the ash, but no legal restrictions are in force. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Inspector Paul Newstead, of Hampshire Constabulary, said the light aircraft had come down in the field without causing any damage to power cables or other structures, and away from houses or farm buildings. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police and the Air Accidents Investigation Branch (AAIB) are investigating. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The AAIB said the crash was not believed to be linked to the volcanic ash cloud drifting over Britain. 
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  Ash still disrupting NI flights




    	  
  	
    
      Most flights to and from Northern Ireland have been cancelled for a fourth day amid the threat posed to planes by the volcanic ash cloud.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Air traffic control body Nats has extended restrictions across UK airspace until 1900 BST on Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Nats said Met Office forecasts showed the ash cloud progressively covering the whole of the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Anyone hoping to travel should contact their airline before travelling to the airport," it added. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The Irish Aviation Authority said: "No commercial passenger flights, including North American traffic, will operate from any Irish airport during this period. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Met experts are predicting that the prevailing weather conditions will continue in the coming days. Ongoing restrictions are therefore likely." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Restrictions were lifted in Scotland and Northern Ireland on Friday evening but were reapplied within hours.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      It is almost surreal in the airport terminal 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Uel Hoey
    	  
  	
    
      Belfast International Airport spokesman
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      Hundreds of thousands of passengers have been stranded in the UK and abroad by flight cancellations. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Prime Minister Gordon Brown has called a top-level ministerial meeting to discuss the situation. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Transport Secretary Lord Adonis said he wanted flights to resume as soon as possible but safety came first. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He added: "The forecast for tomorrow is not encouraging." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Lord Adonis said further test flights will take place in the UK to help understand the extent of the impact of the ash cloud. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Monday, EU transport ministers will be meeting to consider whether flights could resume even if volcanic ash remained in the atmosphere. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Bizarre'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Belfast International Airport spokesman Uel Hoey said it was "almost surreal" in the airport terminal with "very little activity at all". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The ironic thing is that since Thursday the airport has remained open to facilitate flights but obviously those flights depend on having safe and conducive conditions for the aircraft to operate so we are very much at the end of the chain," he said. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      "The thing in this particular circumstance is while it is extremely bizarre, the frustration is limited with people and they are fairly philosophical because there is an understanding the problem is beyond anyone's real control." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Katie Best of Belfast City Airport said staff were on hand to deal with enquiries and help people make alternative arrangements. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We have staff on the gates at the airport here so people are given an update and told that nothing is flying and that they can make their onward journey from there as appropriate," she said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Flybe has cancelled all flights due to operate on Sunday and Monday and it has asked passengers not to go to George Best Belfast City Airport. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It said a decision would be taken with regard to Tuesday's schedule by 1000 BST on Monday and passengers are advised to check the airline's website. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Aer Lingus said its UK, European and US flights scheduled to depart on Monday have been cancelled. This includes Aer Lingus regional flights. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Ryanair has cancelled all scheduled flights to and from the UK and Ireland until 1300 BST on Wednesday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Restrictions on flights in the UK have been in place since 1200 BST on Thursday because of fears particles in the ash from the volcanic eruption in Iceland could shut down plane engines. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Air travel across Europe has been severely affected, with a range of countries from Belgium to Switzerland completely closing their airspace, while others like Austria, Germany and Poland have enforced partial closures. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Experts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Prof Brian Golding, head of forecasting research at the Met Office said it was likely the volcanic cloud would remain over the UK for several days. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We need a change of wind direction that stays changed for several days and there is no sign of that in the immediate future," he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Experts say the tiny particles of rock, glass and sand contained in the ash cloud could jam aircraft engines, as has happened in previous incidents of planes flying into plumes of volcanic ash. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The last eruption of the Eyjafjallajoekull volcano system that is creating the problems was on 20 March, when a 0.5km-long fissure opened up on the eastern side of the glacier at the Fimmvoerduhals Pass. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The eruption prior to that started in 1821 and continued intermittently for more than a year.
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  Man dies after Banbridge crash









    	  
  	
    
      A man has died following a crash involving motorcycles in Banbridge, County Down.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The crash on the Castlewellan Road on Sunday happened in the Corbet area. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said another motorcylist had been taken to hospital in a serious condition after the incident which happened at about 1330 BST. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Castlewellan Road remains closed following the accident. 
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  Further ban on Scots air travel




    	  
  	
    
      All airports in Scotland will remain closed until at least 1900 BST on Monday as the volcano ash cloud continues to paralyse the skies.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Weather forecasters said the UK is still largely covered by the cloud of ash from the eruption in Iceland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      British Airways, bmi, Flybe and Ryanair have already cancelled all of their scheduled flights for Monday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands of Scots are still stranded abroad. The disruption is costing the travel industry millions of pounds. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Some scientists have warned the eruption from the Eyjafjallajoekull volcano could continue for months. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Scottish government said it was working to deliver additional rail, bus and ferry services to aid passengers, and in discussions with UK ministers and the aviation authorities to find a solution as soon as possible.
    	  
  	
  
    


    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      There has never been anything quite like this - it is a one off situation
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Brian Potter
    	  
  	
    
      Scottish Passenger Agents' Association
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Finance Secretary John Swinney told BBC Scotland's Politics Show he was concerned about the disruption, adding: "I think the economic impact is very significant and it is happening already." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A spokesman for National Air Traffic Services (Nats) said: "The volcanic ash cloud from Iceland shows continued and extensive cover of the UK. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We will of course continue to make best use of any breaks in the ash cloud to offer opportunities to airlines as they arise." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Passengers have been urged not to travel to airports until further notice, and to remain in contact with their airlines. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A statement released by Glasgow Airport said: "We appreciate the continued patience of passengers at this difficult time and will provide updates as often as possible." 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      More than 100 soldiers arrived home in Edinburgh from a six month tour of Afghanistan on Sunday after spending the last few days in Cyprus. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The members of B Company, 1st Battalion the Royal Regiment of Scotland, had originally been due to arrive home at lunchtime on Friday. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They were flown into France on Saturday and spent the night travelling overland by coach and ferry. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Brian Potter, president of travel agents body the Scottish Passenger Agents' Association, said the situation was "chaotic" for the thousands of Scots who are unable to get home from foreign airports. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Travel agents had staff working overtime all weekend in an effort to bring people stranded abroad home, Mr Potter said, but he warned that with trains and ferries already fully booked it could be at least Thursday or Friday before many people were repatriated. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Potter told BBC Scotland: "We can liken it to the 9/11 situation with the intensity of disruption. The whole of Europe is affected, but certainly thousands of Scots. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The individuals who are stuck overseas in various airports are having to pay their own hotels most of the time, and it does seem insurance companies are not going to be covering a lot of that. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "People really need to read the small print carefully and check what is covered - is it an act of God or is it classed as bad weather, for example. Each insurance company treats it differently." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Potter said the disruption was also "devastating" for airlines and travel companies. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Wind direction
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "Every day that it continues is more and more worrying for all the airlines who are not making money," he added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The whole travel trade is fighting against this more than anything they have done ever before. There has never been anything quite like this - it is a one-off situation." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tony Followell, from Glasgow, was among a queue of stranded people trying to board a P&O ferry from Bilbao in Spain to Portsmouth on Sunday morning. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said: "It seems there are a lot of people who have arrived on spec by train from places like Barcelona and Madrid overnight. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "I know one couple had flown from Majorca into Barcelona and taken a train across to Bilbao to get the ferry home. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There are a number of people in the waiting queue - and it is probably a couple of hundred - hoping to get on this morning's ferry. I doubt very much whether they will make it." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Graeme Leitch of the Met Office said a change in the wind direction might mean flight restrictions could be lifted, but there was no indication that any such change was imminent. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Restrictions on Scottish airports had been been lifted briefly on Friday before being quickly re-imposed as the cloud changed shape and direction. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A British Airways flight from New York and a Thomas Cook flight from Orlando were allowed to land at Glasgow Airport on Saturday morning. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Dust from the cloud has fallen to the ground in some areas of Scotland, but the Scottish Environment Protection Agency has said it does not pose a risk to health. 
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  Man killed in 'frenzied attack'




    	  
  	
    
      A 28-year-old man has been murdered in a "frenzied attack" in Lanarkshire, police have said. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The body of William Downie, who was from the Hamilton area, was found in a back garden in Russell Street on Saturday evening. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Police said Mr Downie was with a group of teenagers on waste ground when he was approached by two men armed with knives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He was then chased into the gardens and "viciously and brutally assaulted". 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Strathclyde Police have launched a murder inquiry into his death. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Vital information'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Det Insp Paul Swinburne said: "What we know so far is that Mr Downie was in the company of a number of teenagers on waste ground near Russell Street, when he was approached by two men, both armed with knives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Mr Downie ran off and was chased into rear gardens in Russell Street where he was viciously and brutally assaulted in what I can only describe as a frenzied attack. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The teenagers dispersed and were not injured or involved in the attack, however, I would be very keen to speak to them as they may have vital information." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He said that before the attack at 1955 BST, the attackers got out of a blue van and a small black car, which was carrying other men and women. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The van has been recovered by police but the car has not been found. 
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  Councillor attempted murder probe




    	  
  	
    
      A Gwynedd councillor is being questioned by North Wales Police on suspicion of attempted murder.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Gwilym Euros Roberts, 40, was arrested after an incident in Blaenau Ffestiniog on Saturday night. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Roberts' wife Catrin was taken to hospital but her injuries are not thought to be life threatening. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Roberts, a member of the political group Llais Gwynedd, represents the Diffwys and Maenofferen ward in Blaenau Ffestiniog on Gwynedd council. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      He is also a town councillor and a prospective Llais Gwynedd candidate at the next assembly elections. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mrs Roberts was taken to Ysbyty Gwynedd hospital in Bangor. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A spokesperson for Llais Gwynedd said: "It would be inappropriate to comment whilst the police inquiry is ongoing."
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  Airport stays shut until Monday




    	  
  	
    
      Cardiff airport is to remain shut until at least 0700 BST on Monday as the volcanic ash cloud from Iceland continues to cause travel chaos.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      British Airways has successfully landed a test flight to the airport from Heathrow to gauge flight safety. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sunday evening's flight travelled over the Atlantic before returning to a maintenance base in the Vale of Glamorgan to check for damage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands of Britons have been left stranded by UK flight restrictions. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The National Air Traffic Service (Nats) halted all flights, saying the ash cloud was "currently spread across the UK". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Passengers have been told they should contact airlines or tour operators about specific flights. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, ferry operators in Wales continue to see a boost to bookings.
    	  
  	
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Ferry operator Fastnet Line said it had added extra sailings across the Irish Sea in response to growing demand following the closure of the UK's airspace. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Over the past three days the ferry operator has seen a significant rise in bookings, with foot passenger numbers increasing by more than 200% and vehicle traffic bookings increasing by more than 50%. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Phil Jones, chief executive of Fastnet Line, said: "With disruption to the UK's airspace now entering its third day the impact has caused misery for many thousands of air passengers who are now having to find alternative modes of transport to get them to their destinations." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday, Cardiff Airport's business development director Steve Hodges said the airport could "only apologise" but the cancellations were due to "extraordinary circumstances" and he asked those due to travel for their patience. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Safety has to be paramount," he added 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "There is plenty of evidence of the impact dust can have on engines and I'm sure most people are now aware of that." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A Stena spokesman said there had been a "significant" rise in ferry passengers because of the airline problem, while Irish Ferries said inquiries for reservations had quadrupled compared to the usual volume of calls.
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      Arriva Trains Wales said it was experiencing increased demand for services as air passengers switched to ferries and trains for travel between the UK and Ireland. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Extra capacity is being added to train services to and from Fishguard Harbour in Pembrokeshire and Holyhead on Anglesey. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Foreign Office website (www.fco.gov.uk) contains advice for stranded UK citizens. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      UK citizens needing consular assistance can also contact the embassy in the country they are in; contact details are available on the Foreign Office website. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And an emergency number - 020 7008 0000 - is available for relatives of those stranded who are concerned about their safety or well-being. 
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  Thailand counter-protest threat




    	  
  	
    
      Thai yellow-shirt protesters, who oppose ex-PM Thaksin Shinawatra, have given the government a week to end a political crisis or face mass action.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts, or Peoples' Alliance for Democracy (PAD), are a loose grouping of royalists, businessmen and the urban middle class. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They oppose the pro-Thaksin, mainly poor and rural, red-shirt protesters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Red-shirts have occupied Bangkok for more than a month in an anti-government campaign that has left 23 people dead. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      They say the current government came to power illegally after the military ousted an elected government in 2006 and they want Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva to dissolve parliament and quit. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Financial district
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts, who say they are defending the monarchy, held a meeting of some 3,000 supporters in Bangkok on Sunday. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            COLOUR-CODED PROTESTS
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      Red-shirts
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Formally called the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD)
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Mostly poorer workers from rural areas
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Many are loyal to ousted PM Thaksin Shinawatra
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Believe Mr Abhisit came to power illegally and want him to resign and call elections
    	  
  	
    
      	

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirts
    	  
  	
    
      
	
    	  
  	
    
      Known as the Peoples' Alliance for Democracy 
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Loose coalition of mostly urban middle-class royalists and businessmen
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      United by their hatred of Mr Thaksin who was ousted in 2006
    	  
  	
    
      	
    	  
  	
    
      Occupied airports and official buildings in 2008, precipitating a political crisis
    	  
  	
    
      














    	  
  	
    
      PAD leader Chamlong Srimuang said: "We give the government seven days to return peace to the country or we, every member of the PAD, will perform our duty under the constitution. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Prepare yourselves for the biggest rally when we will eat and sleep on the street again." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirt spokesman Parnthep Pourpongpan added: "In seven days we hope that the government will deal with the terrorists from Thaksin immediately, otherwise we will show our voice to protect the country and the royal family." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The yellow-shirts have been largely low-profile since the latest red-shirt protests began but in 2008 they staged a week-long blockade of airports that stranded hundreds of thousands of tourists. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Yellow-shirt protests also preceded the 2006 coup that ousted Mr Thaksin. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The red-shirt protests continue, with tens of thousands still in central Bangkok, despite an attempt last weekend by security forces to disperse them. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The crackdown sparked the deadliest civil unrest in 18 years. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The red-shirts said on Sunday they would now try to occupy the financial district. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, army spokesman Sansern Kaewkamnerd said that "we won't let them go any further". 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Let's say that we are left with no choice but to enforce the law," he told local television. "Those who do wrong will get their punishment." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Abhisit has refused demands to step down. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On Friday he put the country's army chief, Gen Anupong Paojinda, in charge of security operations.
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  China president visits quake zone




    	  
  	
    
      Chinese President Hu Jintao has visited survivors of last week's earthquake on a remote Tibetan plateau, as the death toll rose to more than 1,700 people.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      A few people are being found alive four days after the quake, including a 68-year-man trapped beneath the rubble. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalai Lama has appealed to China to allow him to make a similar visit. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Officials say people now have basic shelter, food and water, but it is not easy to get supplies to the quake-zone 4,000m (13,000ft) above sea-level. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Also on Sunday, the death toll from Wednesday's 6.9-magnitude earthquake in Qinghai province was raised to 1,706 and 256 missing, the official Xinhua news agency said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Hu, cutting short a summit in South America, arrived at Jiegu township, high in the Qinghai mountains, and encouraged rescuers to keep working. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      "Rescuing those people who are trapped is still the main task. We must treasure each life," Mr Hu said in Datong Village, state media reported. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      One elderly man who had spent 100 hours under the rubble was pulled to safety. His condition is now stable, Xinhua said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the emphasis has shifted, says the BBC's Quentin Sommerville in Beijing, as locals and monks have been cremating the dead. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In this Buddhist part of China, the dead are usually left to the elements and vultures, but because so many were killed by the earthquake, traditional ceremonies were not possible and huge funeral pyres were built. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader who was born in Qinghai province, appealed on Saturday to the Chinese authorities to allow him to visit the quake zone, where another 12,000 people were injured and 100,000 made homeless. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is thought highly unlikely that the Chinese government will agree to his request. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Loved by the people there, he is hated by Beijing, who says his requests for freedom for Tibetans are ploy to achieve independence, our correspondent adds.
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  Canoes recreate Pacific migration




    	  
  	
    
      
                        By Nick Bryant
                    
    	  
  	
    
       

    	  
  	
    
      
                        BBC News, Sydney
                    
    	  
  	
    
      
 




    	  
  	
    
      A fleet of traditionally-designed Polynesian canoes has left New Zealand for a journey through the Pacific, re-living the epic migrations of the past.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Four double-hulled canoes set off from Auckland aiming to sail 4,000km (2,485 miles) to French Polynesia. The voyage is expected to take three months. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The route retraces the great Polynesian migration journeys of 1,000 years ago - albeit in the opposite direction. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is part of an attempt to revive traditional sailing skills. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      These include navigating without instruments or maps. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Under pristine blue skies and with strong winds filling their sails, the four canoes set off on their epic voyage. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The boats are a hybrid of the old and the new, with fibreglass hulls which have been lashed together with wooden beams and ropes. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      They are big enough to carry crews of up to 16 people. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The aim is to reach French Polynesia, which is thought to have been the departure point for the Polynesian migrations to New Zealand, Hawaii and Easter Island at the end of the first millennium. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is considered a sacred route and the crews have come from across the South Pacific, including New Zealand, Fiji, the Cook Islands, Samoa, Vanuatu and Tonga.
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  Strong quake off Papua New Guinea




    	  
  	
    
      A 6.3-magnitude earthquake has struck off Papua New Guinea but no tsunami alert has been issued and there are no early reports of casualties.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The US Geological Survey said it had hit at about 0915 local time (2315 GMT) and was centred about 29km (18m) east of the Pacific state's city of Lae. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The quake was registered at a depth of 66km (41m). 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The island Papua New Guinea shares with Papua is historically prey to volcanic activity, earthquakes and tidal waves. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Officials told AFP news agency that villagers had reported cracks in buildings and a damaged water tank in the Hidden Valley gold-and-silver mine area, near the town of Lae, but no collapsing houses. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "The earthquake was strongly felt, mostly in the Wau and Bulolo areas," Lawrence Anton, a seismologist at the country's Geophysical Observatory in Port Moresby, added. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "We would expect a bit of damage to village houses." 
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  North Korea denies warship attack




    	  
  	
    
      North Korea has denied sinking a South Korean warship near their disputed maritime border last month.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      "As South Korea can't identify the cause of the accident, they are using the media to attribute it to us," said a statement carried by state media. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is the first official comment by Pyongyang on the incident, in which more than 40 sailors were killed. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      South Korean media has has pinned the blame on the North, but official statements have been more circumspect. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      There has been speculation in the South that the naval vessel was hit by a North Korean torpedo. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      South Korean officials have also previously suggested the ship could have struck an old mine left over from the 1950-1953 Korean War. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      North Korea accused the South of "a foolish attempt" to link the incident to Pyongyang, said an official statement published by the Korean Central News Agency. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Salvage operation
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      Fifty-eight crew survived, but 46 sailors died in the incident on 26 March. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Salvage workers found 36 bodies in the shattered hull of the Cheonan, a 1,200-tonne navy gunboat. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Two more bodies were recovered earlier, and another eight sailors remain unaccounted for. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The bow section of the vessel is due to be raised in about a week's time. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Cheonan sank close to the sea border which marks North and South Korean territorial waters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The North does not accept the maritime border, known as the Northern Limit Line, which was drawn unilaterally by the US-led United Nations Command at the end of the Korean War. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The sea border has been the scene of deadly clashes between the navies of the two Koreas in the past.

    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8626710.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



  Pasta book pulped over misprint




    	  
  	
    
      An Australian publisher has had to pulp and reprint a cook-book after one recipe listed "salt and freshly ground black people" instead of black pepper.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Penguin Group Australia had to reprint 7,000 copies of Pasta Bible last week, the Sydney Morning Herald has reported. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The reprint cost A$20,000 ($18,000; £12,000), but stock in bookshops will not be recalled as it is "extremely hard" to do so, Penguin said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The recipe was for spelt tagliatelle with sardines and prosciutto. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      "We're mortified that this has become an issue of any kind, and why anyone would be offended, we don't know," head of publishing Bob Sessions is quoted as saying by the Sydney newspaper. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Penguin said almost every one of the more than 150 recipes in the book listed salt and freshly ground black pepper, but a misprint occurred on just one page. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "When it comes to the proofreader, of course they should have picked it up, but proofreading a cook-book is an extremely difficult task. I find that quite forgivable," Mr Sessions said. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      If anyone complains about the "silly mistake", they will be given the new version, Penguin said. 
    	  
  	
  
    







                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8627335.stm





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            



    Button pips Hamilton to China win
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Marc Vesty
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Jenson Button stormed to his second win of the season as he headed team-mate Lewis Hamilton to a McLaren one-two at the Chinese Grand Prix.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Rain played havoc in China as Mercedes driver Nico Rosberg held off Ferrari's Fernando Alonso to finish third with Renault's Robert Kubica in fifth. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Button's win means he leads the drivers' championship by 10 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Despite starting at the front of the grid, Red Bull's Sebastian Vettel and Mark Webber finished sixth and eighth. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Kubica's team-mate Vitaly Petrov completed an impressive day for Renault when he overtook Webber late on to take seventh position and earn his first points in Formula 1.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        Button had won the Australian Grand Prix after an early swap to slick tyres proved crucial and it was again superior strategic decisions by the 2009 world champion which led to him dominating for much of the race. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It was a tricky race and we called it right. It's not just about being quick - it's about reading the conditions," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Meanwhile, Hamilton once again proved his class when climbing the field. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The 2008 world champion made four pit stops throughout the grand prix in comparison to Button's two but still managed to fight back and pick up a vital 18 points. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Jenson made the better choice on the tyres. It wasn't easy making the call when to change the tyres. I chose very late halfway around the last corner. Clearly it wasn't the right choice," said Hamilton.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Michael Schumacher
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        Rosberg, challenged hard by Alonso in the closing stages, again out-performed team-mate Michael Schumacher who finished tenth, while Webber and Vettel will be hugely disappointed with their race performance. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A disappointed Schumacher said: "It is one of those races that you call frustrating. There were some good emotions but there were too many bad. Quite honestly the whole weekend did not work out for myself." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Elsewhere, Felipe Massa fell from leading the driver's championship to sixth place overall after finishing ninth in China.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        With rain starting as the drivers lined up on the grid, the race got off to a manic start. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Third-placed Alonso immediately sprung to the front, overtaking the Red Bulls who had started at the front of the grid - but it was a jump-start by the Spaniard, who subsequently had to serve a drive through penalty. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        On the first corner Force India's Vitantonio Liuzzi careered across the track to wipe out Virgin's Timo Glock, Sauber's Kamui Kobayashi and Sebastien Buemi in the Toro Rosso, which led to the safety car being deployed. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That yellow flag bunched the cars and within minutes a complete re-jig of the grid order followed, as rain forced the vast majority of drivers to go in for intermediate tyres before, two laps later, the same cars headed back in to swap to slicks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Those double pit stops allowed Rosberg, Button and Kubica, who did not pit and instead stuck on soft tyres, to charge into the podium positions and establish a 50-second lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        Behind the leaders a thrilling battle ensued between Hamilton and Vettel as they fought to climb back into the top spots. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        First the duo tussled on entrance into the pit before, as they were released out of the pits at the same time, the pair went wheel-to-wheel in a tense exchange which left Vettel narrowly ahead. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The face-off continued and at the hairpin on Turn 14 Hamilton cut inside Force India's Adrian Sutil and Vettel with an impeccably timed pass which put the McLaren up to sixth position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That early yellow flag also handed Alonso the opportunity to recover from his drive-through penalty and power his way through the field with a stunning drive, which included a canny overtake of team-mate Massa at the entry to the pit lane.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        And still the rain came and went unpredictably, throwing up a season's worth of drama in one grand prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        At the end of lap 22 debris from a disturbance to Jaime Alguersuari's Toro Rosso front wing forced the safety car out for a second time, bunching the pack once more. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That ruined the lead Button had been working hard to establish after overtaking Rosberg - and the Englishman subsequently slowed the field as racing restarted, bringing everyone incredibly close around the final hairpin. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "When the safety car was clearing debris off the circuit I had my heart in my mouth," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We had built up such a good gap and then everyone caught up, it was very tricky." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        With large clouds of rain rising behind the cars, the second half of the race saw the ever-daring Hamilton dash for the lead.
      
    
    




      
    
      
        The McLaren man charged past the Renaults before launching his challenge on Rosberg, until a fourth pit stop again relegated the Briton's position. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        However, Rosberg's second pit stop handed Hamilton the opportunity to pull through in front of the German, whose general pace was slower, and set his sights on his team-mate. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But with degenerating tyres both McLarens were forced to nurse their way through the closing stages, albeit with a couple of violent swerves, to finish one second apart and seal a convincing victory for their team. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Towards the end of the race, when we put the intermediates on, the car felt really good," said Button. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I wasn't pushing the tyres too much but then it started raining again. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I made a mistake on the hairpin and ran wide and from then on I couldn't get any heat into the tyres. Any water I touched I aquaplaned so I had to back off." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        For Button a second win in only his fourth Grand Prix for McLaren means he will lead the championship going into the Spanish Grand Prix. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        And Button can take extra confidence in the knowledge that in the last 20 seasons the driver leading after four rounds has won the championship on 15 occasions. 
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  'Disrepute probe' of ANC's Malema




    	  
  	
    
      The youth leader of South Africa's ruling ANC, Julius Malema, will face a disciplinary hearing for bringing the party into disrepute, reports say.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The reports in South African media say the charges are believed to include promoting racism and intolerance. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema recently embarrassed the ANC by ejecting a BBC reporter from a news briefing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He has also defied a party order to stop singing a song inciting hatred against white farmers. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema has also ignored ANC policy by publicly supporting Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      'Colourful insults'
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Reports in South African media say the ANC Secretary-General, Gwede Mantashe, has already written to Mr Malema informing him about the charges. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A disciplinary action against the youth leader is expected to be discussed at an ANC meeting on Monday and measures could reportedly range from a reprimand to expulsion. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Last month, a judge convicted Julius Malema of hate speech for his comments about the woman who had accused President Jacob Zuma of rape. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The Equality Court judge ordered him to make an unconditional apology and pay 50,000 rand ($6,700; £4,500) to a centre for abused women. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The ANC Youth League leader had said the woman must have had a "nice time". Mr Zuma was acquitted of rape. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Malema, a close ally of Mr Zuma, is a controversial figure known for using colourful insults against anyone who crosses him. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He recently said he was the victim of a smear campaign after he was accused of living a lavish lifestyle while posing as a champion of the poor.
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  Zimbabwe marks its 30th birthday




    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe is marking 30 years since independence from the UK.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Celebrations include all-night song and dance performances in the capital, Harare, and a speech by President Robert Mugabe in the city's stadium. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Mugabe, who has ruled since 1980, leads a unity government with rival Morgan Tsvangirai as prime minister. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      On the eve of the anniversary, a civil rights group said four of its members had been denied bail after they were accused of staging an illegal protest. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The group, Women of Zimbabwe Arise (Woza) deny wrongdoing. The four were part of a group of women demonstarting against regular power cuts and high electricity tariffs in Zimbabwe. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Economic woes
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe declared independence on 18 April 1980, following a seven-year conflict against Rhodesia's white minority rule. Mr Mugabe, a former guerrilla leader, was elected president. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Independence also brought crippling international sanctions to an end. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The new country was widely seen as a new model for Africa. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe experienced strong growth in its first decade but the economy began to decline in the 1990s. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2000 Mr Mugabe launched a controversial land reform programme, seizing white-owned farms and handing them to blacks. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In the following years, farm production and the currency went into free fall. The one-time food exporter became dependent on aid. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile Mr Mugabe suppressed the opposition, saying it was in league with former colonial power Britain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      In 2008, the opposition Movement for Democratic Change won a parliamentary majority. But MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai withdrew from the presidential run-off, citing violence against supporters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However the two sides reached a power-sharing deal later in the year. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      New elections are due to be held but no date has been set.
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  Observers criticise Sudan polls




    	  
  	
    
      Two international organisations monitoring the elections in Sudan say the controversial polls failed to meet full international standards.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      The EU and the Carter Center, led by former US President Jimmy Carter, said there were significant failings, citing reports of intimidation and harassment. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      However, both concluded the polls were a significant step towards democracy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Results are to be returned on Tuesday, with Omar al-Bashir expected to be reaffirmed as president. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The polls - presidential, parliamentary and regional - were the first multi-party elections since 1986 and part of a north-south deal to end two decades of war. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The complicated ballot was beset by problems and heavily criticised by the Sudanese opposition and local observers. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Harassment
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Now, two of the biggest observer missions on the ground have concluded that the elections were faulty. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "It is obvious that the elections will fall short of international standards that are expected of advanced democracies... The people's expectations have not been met," former US president Jimmy Carter told a news conference. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    
    
  
  	
    
      
			                            ANALYSIS
			                        


    	  
  	
    
      James Copnall, BBC News, Khartoum
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The EU and the Carter Center observers both indentified serious flaws in the process. Jimmy Carter said his observers had seen polling officials instructing people which candidate to vote for. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The EU's chief observer talked of "harassment" of voters, and the ruling parties in the north and the south using their advantage in resources to get people to vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the conclusion reached by both - an election which does not meet international standards - is not damning enough to rock the boat unduly. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      President Omar al-Bashir will be able to celebrate a crushing victory in the presidential race, in which his two major rivals dropped out. Mr Carter's belief that the international community will recognise the victors is perhaps the most significant thing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Perhaps judgments would have been different if stability in the run-up to next January's referendum on possible southern independence was not so important.
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      The EU observer mission's judgement was similar, concluding there were both irregularities and significant deficiencies. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "Turnout is very high, 60%, but with significant deficiencies," said EU mission chief Veronique de Keyser at a news conference in Khartoum. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      "These elections did not reach international standards, not yet." 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The irregularities quoted included the late arrival of election material, problems with the voting list, and the harassment of voters. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Observers said the ruling parties in both the south and the north also used their huge advantage in resources to influence the vote. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The EU's team was withdrawn from Darfur, where a low-level civil war continues, because of fears about safety and whether the monitors could observe freely. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Neither of the observer groups called for a re-vote, but recommended instead that the lessons learned be applied to next year's key referendum on Southern Sudan's independence. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Mr Carter said he believed the international community would recognise the winners. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      The BBC's James Copnall in Khartoum says President Omar al-Bashir is certain to win the presidential election. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Our correspondent says he wants a respectable victory to show the Sudanese people support him after he was indicted for alleged war crimes in Darfur by the International Criminal Court.
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  Mali actor Kouyate dies aged 74




    	  
  	
    
      Malian screen star Sotigui Kouyate, who was named best actor at the Berlin Film Festival last year, has died in Paris at the age of 74.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate won the award for playing a French Muslim waiting for news of his son in the wake of the 7/7 bombings in the film London River. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A former professional footballer, the actor began his career on stage as a favour to a friend. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      He also had a long association with UK theatre director Peter Brook. 
    	  
  	
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    

    	  
  	
    
      The pair collaborated on a 1983 screen production of Indian epic tale the Mahabharata. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate wrote and staged a number of plays himself, and was the founder of the Mandeko Theatre in the Malian capital Bamako. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Kouyate, whose parents came from a long line of griots - or traditional storytellers - was also made an officer of arts and letters by the French government at the Cannes Film Festival in 2009.
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    Arsenal set to seal Chamakh deal
  



      
    
      
        Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger looks set to bolster his attacking options after he revealed there is a "good chance" he will sign Marouane Chamakh this summer.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Bordeaux striker Chamakh, 26, has been strongly linked with a move to the Gunners since last summer and is available on a free transfer from June. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "He's one of the players who has a good chance to join us," said Wenger, who is reported to have £30m at his disposal. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We will announce the deals after the league finishes." 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        Chamakh joined Bordeaux in 2000 and has netted 15 times for the French champions this season, including five goals in their run to the Champions League quarter-finals.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        The Morocco international recently confirmed he was set to quit Bordeaux at the end of the season, stating: "It's practically sure. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I've just five weeks left here, it's up to me to have nine great matches to go as far as possible with Bordeaux." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Although Chamakh's strike gave Bordeaux a 1-0 victory over Lyon in the second leg of their Champions League quarter-final tie, it was not enough as Lyon went through 3-2 on aggregate. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The forward has won many admirers this season and in February he revealed that Arsenal, Liverpool and Tottenham had been in contact, but he denied signing a pre-contract agreement with the Gunners. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Chamakh, who was also heavily linked with West Ham at one stage, has regularly expressed a desire to play in England.
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    Lens reject Pompey's Dindane plea
  



      
    
      
        French club Lens show no sign of backing down in their contract dispute with Portsmouth to allow Aruna Dindane to play in the FA Cup final on 15 May.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        Lens insist Pompey are liable for a £3.5m payment if the 29-year-old on-loan striker plays against Chelsea. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "The Lens chairman has dug his heels in," Pompey's administrator Andrew Andronikou told BBC Radio 5 live. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I've asked the player and his agent to go and see Lens and I hope something positive will happen from a meeting." 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        The Ivory Coast international, who joined Lens from Belgian club Anderlecht in 2005, has been with Pompey since August and played in the 2-0 FA Cup semi-final win over Spurs, winning the penalty for Portsmouth's second goal. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        That was his 21st game for Portsmouth, but a 22nd appearance would trigger the additional payment under the terms of Dindane's loan deal, which is a sum that the cash-strapped club do not have. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Earlier in the season Lens were in dispute with Portsmouth over instalment payments involving Dindane's loan move as well as Nadir Belhadj's permanent transfer in December 2008. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        If the news is bleak on Dindane's FA Cup final prospects, Andronikou was more upbeat about the rest of the Pompey team, with some of them potentially ruled out of the Wembley showpiece over bonuses.
      
    
    



      
    
      
        We hope the club will come out of administration by the end of May
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        name here
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        "We've had discussions with a number of first team players and resolved some of the contractual issues," said Andronikou of insolvency experts UHY Hacker Young. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Andronikou also remains positive about Portsmouth coming out of administration within the next six weeks, thereby opening up the possibility of the club qualifying for the Europa League. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        A place in the Europa League is handed to the winners of the FA Cup but since Chelsea will compete in the Champions League next season, Portsmouth would earn that prize whatever the result of the Wembley showpiece. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Pompey must come out of administration, file accounts and prove that they are a going concern by the end of next month. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Uefa delegate their licensing scheme to national associations so it will be the Football Association which needs to sign off Portsmouth's application and the deadline for that is 31 May. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The main issues are that there should be no late payments outstanding to other clubs, or to staff and players. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "We hope the club will come out of administration by the end of May, or the first week of June at the latest," said Andronikou, who revealed a creditors meeting had been scheduled for 6 May. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Hopefully that will meet a lot of the criteria and our application will meet with approval. I think the Football Association and Premier League will be right behind our application."
      
    
    





      
    
      
        PFCSCC
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
        
        



      
    
      
        But if Portsmouth do qualify for Europe next season, Andronikou revealed it was unlikely many of the current squad would still be with the club. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Unfortunately the financial position of the club is that we will have to change from a Premiership club to a Championship-playing squad," said Pompey's administrator. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "There will be changes but those decisions will be made at the end of the season. We have a final and we need to keep the players focused. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "It's important we don't talk about changing the squad - that decision will be made at the end of the season." 
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    Lagerback ends Onuoha interest
  



      
    
      
        
                        By Oluwashina Okeleji
                    
      
    
      
         

      
    
      
        
                        BBC Sport, Lagos
                    
      
    
      
        
 




      
    
      
        Nigeria coach Lars Lagerback has ended his interest in calling up Manchester City defender Nedum Onuoha for the World Cup in June.
      
    
      
        


      
    
      
        The ex-England U21 international remains undecided about switching allegiance to the West African nation. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        Onuoha was considering playing for Nigeria but turned them down when officials contacted him. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "Onuoha is a closed case as far as we are concerned," Peterside Idah, Nigeria media officer, told BBC Sport. 
      
    
    
  

  
    
      
      

      
    
      
        "He said he won't be available for the World Cup and the coach has had to remove his name from the squad to be announced next week. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I guess we have done all that we could as body, it was his sole decision, and we respect that. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        "I'm glad he confirmed the coach (Lagerback) had spoken to him as well, he told him the same thing and I think we need to forge ahead without him now." 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The defender, who has been impressive for Manchester City this season, has already played for England Under-21s. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        But Onuoha can switch allegiances as he is yet to play for the senior side. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        The Manchester City defender was born in the African country but moved to the United Kingdom when he was seven. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        He has been stalling on a decision on his international future to see what the likelihood was of him making a successful elevation into the senior ranks. 
      
    
      
        

      
    
      
        He was key a member of the Under-21 squad that reached last summer's European Championship final.
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  African viewpoint: House of Stone at 30









    	  
  	
    
      In our series of viewpoints from African journalists, Zimbabwean filmmaker and columnist Farai Sevenzo asks what a nation does at 30, after times of relentless pain.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe, the House of Stone, is 30 years old. April 18 1980 seems a lifetime away. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    
    
  
  	
    
      “
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      The righting of colonial wrongs can take up to 30 years to complete and do more harm to those a revolution seeks to protect
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      ”
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      This nation's tale has constantly divided opinion and people, creating new histories and revisionist ones that say 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      I told you so
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
       - but the umbilical cord for Zimbabweans remains attached and pulsing. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      At 30 a man or a woman may be feeling broody, that it is time to have some children, set down some roots, leave a legacy. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      What does a nation do? 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Ghosts
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      I have no old men memories of the liberation struggle to offer you - like crossing into Mozambique to fight, dismantling Rhodesia's apartheid, educating a country, forging a peace and moving from prime minister to president and holding on as those around me die off. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Instead, my own personal memories are filled with ghosts - the kind of ghosts only a reporter would bother to give head space to. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      For just over a decade now I have been reporting on Zimbabwe on camera, radio, print and on the internet; and my ghosts are the kind of characters only people like me get to meet. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And, unlike many a reporter whose reports are prefaced with, "the BBC is banned from reporting in Zimbabwe," I have never suffered those restrictions. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      There was 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 who, after kicking out my white cameraman from his office on Rezende Street, told me the revolution had started and I should come home and claim my land. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      There was 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 bearded and sharply focused, meeting me at dawn in the town of Bindura to declare his allegiance to, "our father, Comrade RG[Robert Mugabe]." 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      Both Hitler and Border have moved on to the great green farm in the sky, as have others to whom the revolution was the very purpose of life. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      There were images too of 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    










    	  
  	
    
      Shrinking and wilting
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Perhaps 30 years from now, historians in Harare be applauding a new economic class of freshly empowered black Zimbabweans. 
    	  
  	
    
      






    	  
  	
    
      But I am getting ahead of myself, there was more to come in the relentless pain of our times. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Thousands more lost their homes in 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 and the 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    



    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile the land, famed for its stunning beauty and green acres, was shrinking and wilting like the skin of a dying man. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      It is the drought, cried the politicians, we cannot farm when there is no rain. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And no-one mentioned the departed farmers but everything was done to help the new ones - free fertiliser, brand new tractors - and still this fertile land failed to yield its once bountiful produce to previous levels. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Swept away
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Then came 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 when billion dollar banknotes mingled with waste on rubbish dumps and those scouring for food preferred to pick up anything but those notes. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      And the politics remained bloody. The art of persuasion which politics can be was diminished to 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    




    	  
  	
    
      By the time a kind of peace was achieved, with a new 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 in this nation's 29th year, reporters had had their fill of the drama in the House of Stone. 
    	  
  	
    
      
    	  
  	
    
      So what can this compressed history tell us? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      A history such as this has many truths, and seems to say that the righting of colonial wrongs can take up to 30 years to complete and do more harm to those a revolution seeks to protect. 
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Other lands, other cities, other lives
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Of course much of this history, by open agreement between the feuding parties, is no longer of any relevance to the bright new future. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Instead, 
    
         
    	  
  	
  
    


	
  
  	
    
      
    
    



 which for so long squirrelled the nation's wealth into foreign bank accounts. 
    	  
  	
    
      





    	  
  	
    
      But who will benefit? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Will the ministers who took the farms also take the mines? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Meanwhile, the gap between the rich and the poor is wider than the Victoria Falls; houses being built in affluent suburbs are large and feature imported Italian marble; and I for one miss the cafe society feel of Harare with its many restaurants and excellent bars. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      And it is easy to spend an entire weekend at The Stones in Highfield township watching football and eating grilled intestines at the Jambalaya Inn. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But the poor out in the villages are finding it increasingly difficult to get their hands on a US dollar; the country still needs food aid and the citizens of this flame lily of a nation have been leaving in droves, tucking away their education to bolster the economies of other lands, other cities, other lives. 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      But wherever I am I still feel the pull of that umbilical cord and think I should really have taken up Dr Hunzvi's offer of land. 
    	  
  	
    
      




    	  
  	
    
      If you would like to comment on Farai's latest viewpoint, please do using the postform below. But please only send your comment once.
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A selection of your comments will be published.
    	  
  	
    
      


    	  
  	
    
      Zimbabwe has a better future than any other country in Africa, SA included. They are smart to reorganise their economic organs now, in the early phases of their nation. Their own indigenous people will control Zimbabwe's untold wealth entirely while we in South Africa will remain servants to white masters from Europe and elsewhere. In SA we even have white supremacists and neo-Nazis still marching as they please. Would they dare to march in Zim? Those Shonas and their old leader are smart people, and time will confirm it.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Sidney Mhlanga, Cape Town, South Africa
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Thirty years as student in college we were excited that Zimbabwe was free at last, then came Bob Marley record on Zimbabwe. It made everyone proud. I am a Nigeria but we as college students were supportive of freedom fighters across the continent. It is an irony that Gen Obasanjo who played a key role in the freedom of Zimbabwe was called upon to offer olive branch to displayed farmers in 2003
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Tayo Olayiwola, Tallahassee, FL, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      A new Zimbabwe embryo is alive and well. There are many of us waiting to bring back our training, education... we were driven to become global nomads. The tacit knowledge we all collectively possess as a result of this experience will make Zimbabwe one of the fastest growing economies on earth. Think about it. We know how to make anything the Far East can make and at lower prices because we have the raw materials on our doorstep. Things may have been tough in the past, but in the next four or five years, Southern Africa is a lot closer to becoming a stable democracy then some other large Asian nations are.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      JM, Cambridge, Ma, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Well, things in the House of Stone have been moved rapidly to their natural end: a vast chasm between rich and poor. Why lament the predestined outcome which will be foisted on all the ruled by the rulers: 'Them that has gets more'? 
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Robert, Palm Springs, CA, US
    	  
  	
    
      



    	  
  	
    
      Well written and so sad that i have shed a few tears thinking of all that has gone on before and since the birth of that gorgeous country.
    	  
  	
    
      

    	  
  	
    
      Jonathan Fairlie, United Kingdom
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