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The Fruit of the Spirit Is Love
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[bookmark: sab]Sabbath, January 2


READ FOR THIS WEEK'S STUDY: [bookmark: linksab01]Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 5:43–48, Matthew 7:12, 22:39, Luke 10:25–37, 1 Corinthians 13:4–7.


MEMORY TEXT: “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13, NKJV).


It is no accident that Paul’s list of the character traits that identify the fruit of the Spirit begins with love. Love is the paramount virtue for Christians because it is the trait that most characterizes God. It was love that motivated God to create us, to sustain us, to make Himself known to us, and to give us His Son in order to redeem us.


John says it so plainly and simply—“God is love” (1 John 4:16). Because love is so central to His character, love must be central to ours, as well. “He who abides in love abides in God, and God in him” ([bookmark: linksab02]vs. 16, NKJV).


Unfortunately, the word love is used very loosely today. We often say that we love the weather, we love our favorite food, we love our dog. But these kinds of love do not pass the test of true Godlike love (see [bookmark: linksab03]1 Corinthians 13). It’s something altogether different, something that impacts our entire existence, our way of life, our way of relating to others. The ingredients of love are a package, not a list from which we select those most appealing to us while we disregard the rest. That’s not, as we’ll see this week, what true love is all about.


[bookmark: linksabEGW]EGW Commentary




Love Is Multidimensional (Deut. 6:5)


[bookmark: dom]Sunday, January 3


“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself ’ ” ([bookmark: linkdom01]Matt. 22:37–39, NKJV; see also Deut. 6:5).


Bible translations, as with all written works, differ in word choice. For instance, “The bird was little” might read in one translation, “The bird was tiny,” or in another, “The bird was small.” And all these descriptions would be correct. Therefore, to study the fruit of the Spirit, it is helpful to define meanings by going to the original language of the word. In [bookmark: linkdom02]Deuteronomy 6:5, the Hebrew word for love is ahab, which has a similar range of meanings as love in English, everything from God’s infinite affection for His people to the desires of sinful beings. Men can love evil ([bookmark: linkdom03]Ps. 52:3), but they can also love good ([bookmark: linkdom04]Amos 5:15). The context determines which aspect of love is spoken of each time. The love in [bookmark: linkdom05]Deuteronomy 6:5, which Jesus speaks of in connection with the greatest commandment, is the noblest and highest form of self-sacrificing love which each person is commanded to have toward God and others (see [bookmark: linkdom06]Luke 10:25-37).


The Jewish people already knew that the number-one command was to love God with their whole heart, soul, mind, and, as Mark adds, strength (see [bookmark: linkdom07]Mark 12:30). In pointing out all four aspects of the human being, Jesus simply is calling together all that a person is. He is saying, “You need to love God with your entire being.” His intent is not to sort out the individual sense of each word; however, much could be gained by studying these four aspects.


Read [bookmark: linkdom08]Matthew 7:12 and Matthew 22:39. What’s the important point these texts make? How is this essential to the whole concept of love?


To love your neighbor as yourself means to love all people with your whole heart. The love spoken of in this “second commandment” is the same as in the “first commandment.” It is love in action, involving the will and intention. To love our neighbor as ourselves means to take care of someone else the same way you would take care of yourself.


It’s easy to talk about loving others as yourself; what’s not easy is doing it. How well do you do in this area? How can you learn the hard lessons of death to self in order to minister to the needs of others?


[bookmark: linkdomEGW]EGW Commentary




What Love Does (1 Cor. 13:4–8)


[bookmark: lun]Monday, January 4


“Love suffers long and is kind; . . . thinks no evil; . . . rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails” (1 Cor. 13:4–8, NKJV).


Love defined is the first step; love applied is the next. We must be careful not to glibly say we love; but rather, we need to analyze carefully how we live and how well we apply the principles of love as expressed in the Bible.


Read [bookmark: linklun01]1 Corinthians 13:4–8. Look at each individual aspect of what love is and ask, How can I apply these principles in my own home?


Think for a moment of what our homes would be like if by God’s grace we consistently practiced the qualities of true love. Imagine the blessing of living in an environment where the family members are positive and affirming of each other. Perhaps you can’t get others to do this, but if you were to apply these principles, you might just see how powerful an impact they could make on others. You can’t argue against love; it’s the most powerful force in all of creation. People can argue against your theology, your lifestyle, your beliefs, your faith—everything. But what argument can they use against unconditional love, the kind of love revealed to the world through Jesus, the kind of love that we can, through His grace, manifest to others?


Which characteristics of biblical love do you find the most difficult to implement in your own life? How can you make a concentrated effort through God’s grace to cultivate more of this aspect of love? Why is it important that you do so?


[bookmark: linklunEGW]EGW Commentary





What Love Doesn’t Do

 
[bookmark: mar]Tuesday, January 5


Go back over [bookmark: linkmar01]1 Corinthians 13:4–8, only this time look at it from a different perspective. Look at what love does not do. Though these are stated in the negative, they are actually other positive characteristics of love.


Go through each one of the “negatives” in [bookmark: linkmar02]1 Corinthians 13:4–8 and write down their equivalents in positive terms. Also, as you do, ask yourself how well or poorly you manifest these aspects of love and how you might be able to do better.


Does not envy


Does not parade itself


Is not puffed up


Is not rude


Does not seek its own


Is not easily provoked


Thinks no evil


Does not rejoice in iniquity


As we contemplate the meaning of love detailed in the love chapter ([bookmark: linkmar03]1 Corinthians 13), we are able to appreciate the character of our heavenly Father, who is the personification of love. We also are able to see that the word love as used in the popular culture falls far short of a correct understanding of the love of God.


[bookmark: linkmarEGW]EGW Commentary







The Test of Love (Matt. 5:43–48)


[bookmark: mie]Wednesday, January 6


Read [bookmark: linkmie02]Matthew 5:43–48 and then paraphrase in your own words what Jesus said. What’s the main point Jesus is telling us about love?


If we are to love our enemies, we had better discover who exactly are our enemies. If an enemy is only the one who threatens your life, you may think this text doesn’t apply to you, inasmuch as you probably have not had your life threatened lately.


But by definition, an enemy is an opponent, a rival, a competitor, a challenger, a contender. An enemy is one who hates you or who mistreats you. It might even be a spouse or another member of the family. There may be times when a family member isn’t very loving. He or she may even look for ways to irritate you—or worse. When that happens, it is easy to get caught in the trap of retaliation and pettiness.


Sometimes you may experience conflict on the job, and those you have worked with side by side over the years may begin to think of you as an opponent. An enemy could be someone you have cared a great deal for or even may be someone in your church.


We need to realize that the enemy Jesus referred to is not limited to someone who would threaten our lives but is anyone who causes us enough consternation to tempt us to retaliate.


Read [bookmark: linkmie01]Proverbs 15:1, 25:21, and 1 Peter 3:9. How do these texts help us understand this important principle regarding love?


Loving our enemies? Many folks have a hard time showing love to their friends, much less their enemies. How can we learn to follow Jesus’ example here? How can our hearts be changed so that we can love our enemies? How might praying for them play a large role in helping us reach this Christian ideal?


[bookmark: linkmieEGW]EGW Commentary





Love in Action (Luke 10:25–37)


[bookmark: jue]Thursday, January 7


A seminary professor set up his preaching class in an unusual way. He scheduled each of his students to prepare a sermon on the story of the good Samaritan. One by one they were to go from classroom to classroom, preaching love and compassion for others. There was only a short break between classes, which forced the would-be preachers to rush in order to meet the schedule. Each of the preacher students had to walk down a certain corridor and pass by a beggar who had been deliberately planted there by the professor.


What happened was a powerful lesson! The number of would-be preachers who stopped to help this man was extremely low, especially those who were under the pressure of time. Rushing to preach their sermon on the good Samaritan, almost all walked right past the beggar at the heart of the parable!


In yesterday’s lesson, we talked about the question of Who is my enemy? Today the question is, Who is my neighbor? How does Jesus, in [bookmark: linkjue01]Luke 10:25–37, answer that for us? How does this parable tie into the whole question of what true love is? Also, as you read this parable, ask the question, Why did Jesus specifically place religious people, even religious leaders, in the role of the “bad guys”? What lesson is there for us, as well?


Consider these words: “I was hungry, and you formed a humanities club to discuss it. I was imprisoned, but you complained about the crime rate. I was naked, and you debated the morality of my appearance. I was sick, and you thanked God for your health. I was homeless, and you preached to me about the shelter of God’s love. You seem so holy and so close to God; but I’m still hungry, lonely, cold, and in pain. Does it matter?”


Be honest. What kind of lifestyle changes should you make so that you can become a good Samaritan to others? Whom do you know right now who is at this moment on the other side of the road in the world of hurt? How much death to self will it require for you to treat this person as a “neighbor”?


[bookmark: linkjueEGW]EGW Commentary






FURTHER STUDY


[bookmark: vie]Friday, January 8


FURTHER STUDY: Scientist Arthur Zajonc filled a box with light. But he did it so that none of the light reflected off any internal surface. Inside the box was light, and light alone. Now, if you looked inside, at the light, what would you see? What does light look like?


Pure darkness, that’s what you’d see. Unless reflecting off of something, or unless you stare directly into it, light is invisible.


Zajonc then took a rod and moved it through the darkness of the box. The rod itself, on the side from which the light entered, was illuminated. It looked as if a thin light was shining on just the rod, nothing else, even though light was everywhere in the box (as if filled with water). Only when it reflected from something (the rod) did it become visible. Otherwise, the light was darkness.


On earth, sunlight pouring down on the sky turns it blue, gray, or red, depending upon the weather and time of day. On the moon, no matter how much sunlight pours down, if you looked up you’d see what you’d see in Zajonc’s box, pure darkness, the darkness of empty space. And that’s because the moon has no atmosphere, no air, no moisture, and none of the gases and fumes that, reflecting sunlight, turn it into the panoply of color that reigns overhead here.


Light, unless reflected from something, appears as pure darkness.



Discussion Questions:


1. What spiritual lessons about love might we be able to draw from what was written above about the nature of light? See [bookmark: linkvie01]John 1:5, 2:9–11, 4:8, Luke 11:35.


2. Luke 23:34 says, “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do’ ” (NKJV). Do you pray for your enemies? It is difficult to have the right attitude toward those who hate us, mistreat us, or persecute us. But praying for our enemies has a way of changing our hearts and attitudes toward them. When we pray for our persecutors and those who hate us, we will begin to see them as people in need of God’s grace just as much as we need it. It will give us the power and the desire to bless them when they curse us and do good to them when they hate us. How can we cultivate the attitude of praying for those whom we would really rather curse?


3. A person saw someone with a broken-down vehicle. He pulled over, offering to help, and for his trouble was beaten and robbed. “That’s it,” he said. “I’ll never go out of my way to be a good Samaritan again.” How would you respond to this person?



[bookmark: Aux]TEACHERS COMMENTS

 

[bookmark: linkMotiva]Motivate   
[bookmark: linkExplora]Explore   
[bookmark: linkPractica]Apply   
[bookmark: linkAplica]Create


The Lesson in Brief...


Key Text: [bookmark: linkAux01]1 Corinthians 13:7, 8.
 
 
The Student Will:


Know: Recognize that love comes from God.
 

Feel: Trust in God’s love.


Do: Express love to others.

 
Lesson Outline:


I. Know: God’s Love Comes to Us as His Gift


A. [bookmark: linkAux02]First Corinthians 13 plainly states that God’s love is the greatest power in the universe.


1. How can we define God’s love?


2. How does God’s love fill our hearts? (See [bookmark: linkAux03]Rom. 5:5.)


B. Love must express itself. What are the evidences that love is working in our lives in relation to the following:


1. Other people?


2. God?


3. How can love involve elements of pain? Self-denial? Joy? Peace? Frustration? Rejection? Sacrifice?



II. Feel: God’s Love Is the Basis of Salvation


A. What reasons are there for confidence in the reality and inextinguishable nature of God’s love?



III. Do: God’s Love as Demonstrated in Christ Challenges Us in Our Relation-ship to God and to Other People


A. Why are there no reasons for doubting the reality of God’s love for each of us individually?


B. If we ever feel we are so evil that God cannot love us, what is the remedy?


C. What harm and loss do we suffer if we doubt God’s love?


Summary: Love comes from God. It is inextinguishable. It brings peace, trust, and freedom to our lives. When God demonstrates it through us, it blesses and enriches other lives immeasurably. Loving, lovable Christians are priceless.




[bookmark: Motiva]Step 1: Motivate

Learning Cycle


Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: Love is the greatest of the spiritual gifts because it underlies, guides, and informs the other gifts and everything we hope to accomplish as Christians.


Just for Teachers: Emphasize that love is not primarily a feeling but rather a consistent and disciplined way of relating to the world.


On June 25, 1967, the Beatles first performed “All You Need Is Love.” According to their manager, Brian Epstein, “The nice thing about it is that it cannot be misinterpreted. It is a clear message saying that love is everything.” —Wikipedia contributors, “All You Need Is Love,” Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_You_Need_Is_Love.


But love can be and has been misinterpreted. One shouldn’t presume to know what the Beatles meant—they conveniently forgot to define love—but the New Testament is quite clear that love is not primarily a positive emotion but a way of being.


Discuss With the Class: Whom or what do you love? How do you show it? For example, if you love God, do you make an effort to ascertain His will for your life and act upon it?


Consider This: If “all you need is love,” then is that necessarily good news for us as humans if we are to assume that love is more than merely having positive feelings about something or someone? Where do we get love?



[bookmark: Explora]Step 2: Explore


Just for Teachers: As [bookmark: linkAux04]1 Corinthians 13:4–7 makes clear, love is the central principle of the Christian faith. To modern thinking, love is a nebulous concept. Emphasize that Paul clearly defines both what love is and what it is not. Much of his description—especially the negative, unfortunately—probably arose from his observation of behaviors in the Christian community.


Bible Commentary


I. Philia (Review [bookmark: linkAux05]2 Timothy 3:4 with your class.)


The Koine Greek in which Paul wrote had four separate and distinct words for love. These were agape, philia, eros, and storge. Of these, only agape and philia are used with any frequency in the New Testament. Storge, the needy love of a small child for his or her parent, is used only once—in the compound word philostorgos in [bookmark: linkAux06]Romans 12:10—to describe mutual love of parents and children or husbands and wives. Eros, while not necessarily referring to sexual love, does include it and appears only twice in Greek translations of the Old Testament ([bookmark: linkAux07]Prov. 7:18, 30:16).


Philia is the word that comes closest to the commonly understood meaning of the English word love. It refers primarily to the affection felt by someone toward another person, or possibly a thing or an idea. Most of us know, for example, that Philadelphia—the name of both an ancient and a modern city—means “brotherly love” or, more literally, “brotherly affection.”


Many commentators will say that philia is conditional love, and that is true in the sense that affection arises from appreciation of the qualities of its object. But it is not conditional in the sense that eros or storge are, both of which imply some selfish use of their object to satisfy needs or lusts.


The writers of the New Testament regarded philia as a serviceable and somewhat morally neutral word and used it many times to describe everything from “love of money” (philarguria; [bookmark: linkAux08]1 Tim. 6:10) to love of God (philotheos; [bookmark: linkAux09]2 Tim. 3:4).


philia, however, was first and foremost a “feeling” word. To describe the love of God as shown in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the New Testament needed a different word, one that existed but was rarely used. That word was agape.


Consider This: Why is philia love not sufficient to describe the love of God? (See [bookmark: linkAux10]Matt. 5:46, 47.)



II. Agape (Review [bookmark: linkAux11]1 Corinthians 13:4–7 with your class.)


The word for love used by Paul in [bookmark: linkAux12]1 Corinthians 13:4–7 is agape. While this word had a history as a Greek word, it was little used. It referred to love as a general emotion, as opposed to the particularity and partiality of philia. In the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, agape was used quite frequently to render the Hebrew ahaba, possibly because of the similar sound of the words.


agape probably was used so extensively in the New Testament for two reasons. First, the early Christians for whom Paul and other New Testament authors wrote were either Greek-speaking Jews or Greek Gentiles who drew most of their knowledge of the Old Testament from the Septuagint. Second, the word agape best conveyed the generality and impartiality of God’s love as seen in Christ.


Perhaps the best illustration of the difference between philia and agape is the conversation between Jesus and Peter in [bookmark: linkAux13]John 21:15–17. In English this sequence is very nearly incomprehensible. It might appear that Jesus is repeating Himself for emphasis or is doubting Peter’s sincerity. Or possibly Jesus is giving Peter a chance to affirm Him three times whereas he had denied Him three times before. While there may be some validity to these interpretations, it is important to know that the first two times Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him, he uses the word agapeo, and Peter answers with the word phileo, indicating that his devotion is not quite what it should be. Imagine telling God that you like Him a lot. Why is Peter hurt when Jesus asks him a third time whether he loves Him? Because Jesus pointedly uses the same word Peter uses, phileo, indicating that he notices Peter’s less-than-complete commitment.


Consider This: What does Peter’s use of the term philia tell us about his commitment up to that point? Might it shed some light on his behavior in the events surrounding the Crucifixion?


For other factual information, see “Love in the OT” and “Love in the NT,” The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (Nashville: Abingdon, 1962), vol. 3, pp. 164–178.




[bookmark: Practica]Step 3: Apply


Just for Teachers: Love is crucial to life itself, and in God’s love we see love in its perfect form.


Thought Questions:


1. Given that love as defined in the Bible is more a matter of will, mind, and actions than of emotion, it still would be rather sterile and cold if it did not involve the emotions at all. What is the place of the emotions in the biblical scheme? Why is it fair to say that they should be subject to will, mind, and actions, rather than guiding them?


2. Jesus said to love one’s enemies ([bookmark: linkAux14]Matt. 5:44). Who were Jesus’ enemies? How did He show love to them?



Application Questions:


1. Jesus says we should love our neighbors as ourselves ([bookmark: linkAux15]Matt. 22:39). As such, it is assumed that we love ourselves and that it is right and proper that we do so. What does it mean to love ourselves? How does it fit in with the advice to die to oneself given in 
[bookmark: linkAux16]Romans 8:13? How is the biblical love of self different from the selfishness and self-indulgence people take to be love of self?


2. According to [bookmark: linkAux17]John 13:35, Christ’s disciples will be known by the fact that they love one another. Arguably this may be the distinctive point of Christian life and practice. And yet, it is the hardest thing to do. In fact, many of us find it easier to “love bomb” strangers and prospective converts than to show common kindness to church members or family members we have known for years. Why is this? How can we make a habit of showing our love and appreciation for one another?




[bookmark: Aplica]Step 4: Create


Just for Teachers: The following activity is meant to emphasize the centrality of love to the Christian life and experience in such a way as to make love real in the approach to one’s own life.


Look at the positive and negative qualities of love in [bookmark: linkAux18]1 Corinthians 13:4–7. Create a short skit to dramatize one or more of these qualities. For example, you could portray someone reading this verse in a church service and then leaving the pulpit and doing or saying something blatantly envious, boastful, etc. The character in the skit is then confronted with his or her behavior. Does he or she rationalize it away? Does he or she get offended? Does he or she repent?


Return



[bookmark: sab01]Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 5:43–48, Matthew 7:12, 22:39, Luke 10:25–37, 1 Corinthians 13:4–7

Deuteronomy 6:5

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.



Matthew 5:43-48

Love for Enemies

43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.



Matthew 7:12

12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.



Matthew 22:39

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'



Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

27 He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
     Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."



1 Corinthians 13:4-7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Return




[bookmark: sab02]1 John 4:16, NKJV 

16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

Return




[bookmark: sab03]1 Corinthians 13

Love

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.

12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Return




[bookmark: dom01]Matthew 22:37–39, NKJV; Deuteronomy 6:5

Matthew 22:37–39

37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

38 This is the first and great commandment.

39 And the second is like it:  ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’


Deuteronomy 6:5

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

Return




[bookmark: dom02]Deuteronomy 6:5

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

Return




[bookmark: dom03]Psalm 52:3

3 You love evil rather than good,
     falsehood rather than speaking the truth.
     Selah

Return




[bookmark: dom04]Amos 5:15

15 Hate evil, love good;
     maintain justice in the courts.
     Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have mercy
     on the remnant of Joseph.

Return




[bookmark: dom05]Deuteronomy 6:5

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.

Return




[bookmark: dom06]Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

27 He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
     Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
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[bookmark: dom07]Mark 12:30

30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'
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[bookmark: dom08]Matthew 7:12; Matthew 22:39

Matthew 7:12

12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.


Matthew 22:39

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
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[bookmark: lun01]1 Corinthians 13:4–8

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
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[bookmark: mar01]1 Corinthians 13:4–8

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
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[bookmark: mar02]1 Corinthians 13:4–8

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
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[bookmark: mar03]1 Corinthians 13

Love

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.

12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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[bookmark: mie02]Matthew 5:43–48

43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,

45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
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[bookmark: mie01]Proverbs 15:1, 25:21; 1 Peter 3:9

Proverbs 15:1

1 A gentle answer turns away wrath,
     but a harsh word stirs up anger.


Proverbs 25:21

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;
     if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.


1 Peter 3:9

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
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[bookmark: jue01]Luke 10:25–37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"

26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"

27 He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'"

28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live."

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'

36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."
     Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."
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[bookmark: vie01]John 1:5, 2:9–11, 4:8, Luke 11:35

John 1:5

5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.


John 2:9-11

9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside

10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now."

11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.


John 4:8

8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)


Luke 11:35

35 See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.
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[bookmark: Aux01]1 Corinthians 13:7-8

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.
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[bookmark: Aux02]1 Corinthians 13

Love

1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.

11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.

12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Return




[bookmark: Aux03]Romans 5:5

5 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.
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[bookmark: Aux04]1 Corinthians 13:4–7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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[bookmark: Aux05]2 Timothy 3:4

4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—
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[bookmark: Aux06]Romans 12:10

10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.
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[bookmark: Aux07]Proverbs 7:18, 30:16

Proverbs 7:18

18 Come, let's drink deep of love till morning;
     let's enjoy ourselves with love!


Proverbs 30:16

16 the grave,  the barren womb,
     land, which is never satisfied with water,
     and fire, which never says, 'Enough!'
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[bookmark: Aux08]1 Timothy 6:10

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
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[bookmark: Aux09]2 Timothy 3:4

4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—
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[bookmark: Aux10]Matthew 5:46-47

46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?

47 And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

Return




[bookmark: Aux11]1 Corinthians 13:4–7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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[bookmark: Aux12]1 Corinthians 13:4–7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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[bookmark: Aux13]John 21:15–17

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?"
     "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you."
     Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."

16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?"
     He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you."
     Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."

17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
     Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you."
     Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.
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[bookmark: Aux14]Matthew 5:44

44 But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
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[bookmark: Aux15]Matthew 22:39

39 And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
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[bookmark: Aux16]Romans 8:13

13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,
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[bookmark: Aux17]John 13:35

35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
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[bookmark: Aux18]1 Corinthians 13:4–7

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
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[bookmark: sabEGW]EGW Commentary

The Saviour’s example is to be the standard of our service for the tempted and the erring. The same interest and tenderness and long-suffering that He has manifested toward us, we are to manifest toward others. "As I have loved you," He says, "that ye also love one another." John 13:34. If Christ dwells in us, we shall reveal His unselfish love toward all with whom we have to do. As we see men and women in need of sympathy and help, we shall not ask, "Are they worthy?" but "How can I benefit them?"(The Ministry of Healing, p. 162).



The wonderful example of the life of Christ, the matchless tenderness with which He entered into the feelings of the oppressed, His joy over those who rejoiced in His love, can not fail to have a deep influence upon the character of all who follow Him in sincerity. Learning of Him, they will give their sympathy, not grudgingly, but liberally; by kindly words and acts they will try to make the path easy for weary feet. By the grace of God revealed in human kindness and love, many things that appear formidable will be overcome. Self-renunciation will be the law of the life.(Signs of the Times, August 12, 1908).



That which more especially distinguishes God’s people from the popular religious bodies is not their profession alone, but their exemplary character and their principles of unselfish love. The powerful and purifying influence of the Spirit of God upon the heart, carried out in words and works, separates them from the world, and designates them as God’s peculiar people. The character and disposition of Christ’s followers will be like the Master. He is the pattern, the holy and perfect example given for Christians to imitate. . . . (That I May Know Him, p. 317).
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[bookmark: domEGW]EGW Commentary

En la seguridad del amor de Dios hacia nosotros, Jesús ordena en un abarcante principio que incluye todas las relaciones humanas, que nos amemos unos a otros.


On the assurance of the love of God toward us, Jesus enjoins love to one another, in one comprehensive principle covering all the relations of human fellowship. 


The Jews had been concerned about what they should receive; the burden of their anxiety was to secure what they thought their due of power and respect and service. But Christ teaches that our anxiety should not be, How much are we to receive? but, How much can we give? The standard of our obligation to others is found in what we ourselves would regard as their obligation to us.


In your association with others, put yourself in their place. Enter into their feelings, their difficulties, their disappointments, their joys, and their sorrows. Identify yourself with them, and then do to them as, were you to exchange places with them, you would wish them to deal with you. This is the true rule of honesty. It is another expression of the law. "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." Matthew 22:39. And it is the substance of the teaching of the prophets. It is a principle of heaven, and will be developed in all who are fitted for its holy companionship.


The golden rule is the principle of true courtesy, and its truest illustration is seen in the life and character of Jesus. Oh, what rays of softness and beauty shone forth in the daily life of our Saviour! What sweetness flowed from His very presence! The same spirit will be revealed in His children. Those with whom Christ dwells will be surrounded with a divine atmosphere. Their white robes of purity will be fragrant with perfume from the garden of the Lord. Their faces will reflect light from His, brightening the path for stumbling and weary feet.


No man who has the true ideal of what constitutes a perfect character will fail to manifest the sympathy and tenderness of Christ. The influence of grace is to soften the heart, to refine and purify the feelings, giving a heaven-born delicacy and sense of propriety. (Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 134-135).



The attributes most prized by Jesus are unselfish love and purity. "Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God." "If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us." "God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him." The entire law is fulfilled in him who loves God supremely and his neighbor as himself. This is the revelation of God through Jesus Christ to the world. It is Christianity-- glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will to men. The work Christianity is designed to achieve in the world is not to depreciate the law of God, not to detract from its sacred dignity in the slightest degree, but it is to write that law in the mind and heart. When the law of God is thus implanted in the soul of the believer, he is approaching eternal life through the merits of Jesus. "This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent." "I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it; that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them." The object of the gospel is met when this great end is achieved. Its work from age to age is to unite the hearts of his followers in a spirit of universal brotherhood, through belief of the truth, and thus establish heaven’s system of order and harmony in the family of God on earth, that they may be accounted worthy to become members of the royal family above. God, in his wisdom and mercy, tests men and women here, to see if they will obey his voice and respect his law, or rebel as Satan did. If they choose the side of Satan, putting his way above God’s, it would not be safe to admit them into heaven; for they would cause another revolt against the government of God in the heavenly courts. He who fulfills the law in every respect, demonstrates that perfect obedience is possible. (Review and Herald, July 21, 1891).
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[bookmark: lunEGW]EGW Commentary
 
One of the chief characteristics of true love is humility. The apostle says: "Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things." The man who has true zeal for God will be distrustful of self, and little in his own eyes. Love teaches us to be meek as well as lowly. Sanctified love will enable us to exhibit the grace of patience; it will help us to restrain impetuosity and fretfulness, so that we shall repine at nothing. Love to God and our neighbor will melt away all hatred, bitterness, wrath, malice, prejudice, envy, and evil surmising. (Signs of the Times, February 24, 1890).



In order for the church to prosper there must be a studious effort on the part of its members to cherish the precious plant of love. Let it have every advantage that it may flourish in the heart. Every true Christian will develop in his life the characteristics of this divine love; he will reveal a spirit of forbearance, of beneficence, and a freedom from envy and jealousy. This character developed in word and act will not repulse, and will not be unapproachable, cold, and indifferent to the interests of others. The person who cultivates the precious plant of love will be self-denying in spirit, and will not yield self-control even under provocation. He will not impute wrong motives and evil intentions to others, but will feel deeply over sin when discovered in any of the disciples of Christ. (Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, p. 123).



The devotion which God requires reveals itself in unfeigned love for the souls for whom Christ gave His life. Christ dwelling in the heart will be manifested by the love which He enjoins upon His disciples. His true children will prefer others to themselves. They do not seek for the lion’s share at any time or in any place, because they do not look upon their talents as superior to those of their brethren. When this is indeed the case, the sign will be given in a revelation of the love which Christ manifested for the souls of men--an unselfish, unfeigned love, which preferred the welfare of others before His own. (Mind, Character, and Personality,  Volume 1, p. 241).
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[bookmark: marEGW]EGW Commentary

The word of God is to have a sanctifying effect on our association with every member of the human family. The leaven of truth will not produce the spirit of rivalry, the love of ambition, the desire to be first. True, heaven-born love is not selfish and changeable. It is not dependent on human praise. The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows with love for God and for those for whom Christ died. Self is not struggling for recognition. He does not love others because they love and please him, because they appreciate his merits, but because they are Christ’s purchased possession. If his motives, words, or actions are misunderstood or misrepresented, he takes no offense, but pursues the even tenor of his way. He is kind and thoughtful, humble in his opinion of himself, yet full of hope, always trusting in the mercy and love of God. (Christ's Object Lessons, p. 101).



Love vaunteth not itself. It is a humble element; it never prompts a man to boast, to exalt himself. Love for God and for our fellow men will not be revealed in acts of rashness nor lead us to be overbearing, faultfinding, or dictatorial. Love is not puffed up. The heart where love reigns will be guided to a gentle, courteous, compassionate course of conduct toward others, whether they suit our fancy or not, whether they respect us or treat us ill. ( Testimonies for the Church,  Volume 5, pp. 123-124).



Jesus says, “Love one another, as I have loved you.” Love is not simply an impulse, a transitory emotion, dependent upon circumstances; it is a living principle, a permanent power. The soul is fed by the streams of pure love that flow from the heart of Christ, as a wellspring that never fails. O, how is the heart quickened, how are its motives ennobled, its affections deepened, by this communion! Under the education and discipline of the Holy Spirit, the children of God love one another, truly, sincerely, unaffectedly—“without partiality, and without hypocrisy.” And this because the heart is in love with Jesus. Our affection for one another springs from our common relation to God. We are one family, we love one another as He loved us. When compared with this true, sanctified, disciplined affection, the shallow courtesy of the world, the meaningless expressions of effusive friendship, are as chaff to the wheat (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, Volume 5, p. 1140).



Christian love is not fitful. If we have this divine love, it will kill selfishness out of the heart. It does not say, "I will love my brethren if they love me; but I will not love those who do not love me;" for "charity suffereth long, and is kind." (The Bible Echo, June 1, 1887).



Charity "doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil" (1 Corinthians 13:5). Christlike love places the most favorable construction on the motives and acts of others. It does not needlessly expose their faults; it does not listen eagerly to unfavorable reports, but seeks rather to bring to mind the good qualities of others.( Mind, Character, and Personality,  Volume 1, p. 209).
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[bookmark: mieEGW]EGW Commentary

Satan is at enmity with the truth, and he will instigate against its advocates every manner of warfare.


We must have our lives so hid with Christ in God that when bitter speeches and scornful words and unkind looks meet us, we shall not permit our feelings to be stirred up against this class, but shall feel the deepest sympathy for them, because they know nothing about the precious Saviour whom we claim to know. We must remember that they are in the service of one who is the bitterest enemy of Jesus Christ, and that while all heaven is opened to the sons and daughters of God, they have no such privilege. You ought to feel that you are the happiest people upon the face of the whole earth. Notwithstanding, as Christ’s representatives, you are as sheep in the midst of wolves, you have One with you who can help you under all circumstances, and you will not be devoured by these wolves if you keep close to Jesus. How careful you should be to represent Jesus in every word and action! You should feel when you arise in the morning, and when you go out upon the street, and when you come in, that Jesus loves you, that He is by your side, and that you must not cherish a thought that will grieve your Saviour. . . . (That I May Know Him, p. 183).



I have been deeply impressed by these words. We must understand their real meaning. If we would represent Christ’s character by obeying this requirement, there would be a great change in evildoers. Many souls would be convicted of their sinfulness and converted through the impressions made upon them by our refusal to resent the evil actions of those controlled by satanic agencies. We must prayerfully and determinedly work on the Lord’s side. In all the issues that provoke the soul we should resist the evil and refuse to abuse the evildoer.


Let us daily represent Christ’s great love by loving our enemies as Christ loves them. If we would thus represent the grace of Christ, strong feelings of hatred would be broken down and into many hearts genuine love would be brought. Many more conversions than are now seen would follow.(Medical Ministry, p. 254).



While we were yet unloving and unlovely in character, "hateful, and hating one another," our heavenly Father had mercy on us. "After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us." Titus 3:3-5. His love received, will make us, in like manner, kind and tender, not merely toward those who please us, but to the most faulty and erring and sinful.


The children of God are those who are partakers of His nature. It is not earthly rank, nor birth, nor nationality, nor religious privilege, which proves that we are members of the family of God; it is love, a love that embraces all humanity. Even sinners whose hearts are not utterly closed to God’s Spirit, will respond to kindness; while they may give hate for hate, they will also give love for love. But it is only the Spirit of God that gives love for hatred. To be kind to the unthankful and to the evil, to do good hoping for nothing again, is the insignia of the royalty of heaven, the sure token by which the children of the Highest reveal their high estate. (Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, p. 75).
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[bookmark: jueEGW]EGW Commentary

The completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to help and bless others springs constantly from within; when the sunshine of heaven fills the heart, and is expressed in the countenance. There is no such thing as a loveless Christian. It is not possible for the heart in which Christ abides to be destitute of love. The heart that is cold and stern is not catching the bright, softening beams of the Sun of Righteousness.(Review and Herald, April 3, 1900).



Thus the question, "Who is my neighbor?" is forever answered. Christ has shown that our neighbor does not mean merely one of the church or faith to which we belong. It has no reference to race, color, or class distinction. Our neighbor is every person who needs our help. Our neighbor is every soul who is wounded and bruised by the adversary. Our neighbor is everyone who is the property of God. (The Desire of Ages, p. 503).



Among the Jews the question, "Who is my neighbor?" caused endless dispute. They had no doubt as to the heathen and the Samaritans. These were strangers and enemies. But where should the distinction be made among the people of their own nation, and among the different classes of society? . . . This question Christ answered in the parable of the good Samaritan. He showed that our neighbor does not mean merely one of the church or faith to which we belong. It has no reference to race, color, or class distinction. Our neighbor is every person who needs our help. Our neighbor is every soul who is wounded and bruised by the adversary. Our neighbor is every one who is the property of God.


Every one who is in suffering need is our neighbor. Every straying son and daughter of Adam, who has been ensnared by the enemy of souls and bound in the slavery of wrong habits that blight the God-given manhood or womanhood, is my neighbor.


Our neighbors are not merely our associates and special friends; they are not simply those who belong to our church, or who think as we do. Our neighbors are the whole human family. We are to do good to all men, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. We are to give to the world an exhibition of what it means to carry out the law of God. We are to love God supremely and our neighbor as ourselves.


Today God gives men opportunity to show whether they love their neighbor. He who truly loves God and his fellow man is he who shows mercy to the destitute, the suffering, the wounded, those who are ready to die. God calls upon every man to take up his neglected work, to seek to restore the moral image of the Creator in humanity. (My Life Today, 1952, p. 232).
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