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Minchin and Joyce are proud of holding doubts about the science, writes Rick Feneley.


Few non-scientists are better read or briefed on climate change than Nick Minchin, which raises the question: why does he remain such a determined sceptic in the face of so much science?

    Amid the Copenhagen summit and in the week of Minchin's triumph - he was rewarded on Tony Abbott's frontbench, having led the reversal of Coalition climate policy and plotted Malcolm Turnbull's removal - the Herald contacted the Liberal senator and his Nationals colleague Barnaby Joyce to discuss the psychology of so-called climate denial or scepticism.

     First things first. Minchin and Joyce detest the term ''climate denier'' and  its echoes of the Holocaust. ''Contemptible,'' says Minchin. ''Obnoxious,'' says Joyce. Minchin notes that he has been interested in the topic since 1998, when he was minister for industry, science, resources and energy. He also sat on the ministerial council on greenhouse.

    Now back in the critical energy and resources portfolio for Australia's alternative government, Minchin stresses that he does not deny humans may be contributing to global warming.

    ''At no stage have I said that I discount any possibility of anthropogenic emissions having some role in warming.''

    But he remains a proud sceptic - he hails the ''Greek virtue of scepticism'' - and is unconvinced by the central belief of the UN's International Panel on Climate Chance, most  science academies and the governments assembled in Copenhagen.

    ''I personally remain to be convinced that anthropogenic CO2 emissions are, quote, the main driver of the degree of global warming that occurred in the last 30 years of the 20th century.''

Here Minchin omits the past decade, which was identified this week as the warmest on record. The fact that 1998 was warmer than any of the following years is often cited by sceptics as evidence of either cooling or a stability in global temperatures.

    ''That's just complete nonsense,'' says Professor Dave Griggs, of Monash University, one of 13 leaders on the subject who formed Climate Scientists Australia this year because they were so alarmed by the success of the sceptical backlash.

     ''The reason they say the world has cooled since 1998 is it was a particularly warm year because we had an El Nino. But that's like saying petrol prices were higher on Wednesday than on Sunday, so we haven't had fuel increases over the last 10 years. If you chose 1997 or 1999 instead of 1998, the conclusion is the exact opposite. It's childish - children's science. If you had a sixth-grader saying that you'd be ashamed.''

     Griggs and his colleagues went to Canberra and invited every MP and senator to one-on-one meetings or a group question-and-answer session. About 50 attended the group session and 14, including sceptics, had  meetings. The scientists will not identify those who did or did not attend. Griggs  criticises no particular politician, but he and his colleagues despaired at their inability to convince the sceptics.

     ''They listened to what we had to say very politely,'' Griggs told the Herald. ''They asked intelligent questions. They nodded and smiled in all the right places and thank you very much … As far as I know, it had no impact whatever.''

     The IPCC says it can be more than 90 per cent certain about man-made global warming. Doubt remains at the margins in other fields of science: the links between HIV and AIDS, smoking and cancer, cholesterol and heart disease. ''That's a nonsense analogy,'' says Minchin.     But he has history as a contrarian on the widely accepted science on passive smoking. In 1995, Minchin was one of two Liberals who dissented from a Senate committee investigation that recommended action against the effects of passive smoking.

''Senator Minchin wishes to record his dissent from the committee's statements that it believes cigarettes are addictive and that passive smoking causes a number of adverse health effects for non-smokers,'' the minority report said.

       So is there a psychology that explains the scepticism? Limited research on the topic suggests a range of responses to the threat of global warming: denying it as a coping mechanism; believing it but blaming others; feeling powerless to take action that will make any difference; or accepting the risk and taking action.

    Focus group research in Switzerland between 1997 and 1999 noted a strong belief in the science of man-made global warming, but denial nonetheless. Many were unwilling to  pay more for petrol, to consume less or to cut energy consumption to address the problem.

    Minchin dismisses the ''psychobabble''. And Joyce, the new shadow finance minister, says he is more concerned about the psychology of those who condemn people for asking questions. Joyce has  heard scientists on both sides  and found them all ''compelling and well researched''. He accepts that humans have made some contribution to global warming but believes this is overstated.

      Why? ''Because that's what I believe and I'm allowed to say it.''

     But he says we should not act unilaterally on emissions trading. ''Should Australia invade North Korea unilaterally because we believe Kim Jong-il is evil?''

     But what if, 20 or 30 years from now, the scientists' worst  predictions come true? ''I will still ask,'' says Joyce, ''would our actions have made any difference? If we had acted unilaterally, would anything be different? The answer, clearly, is no.''

     And what if most of the world, after Copenhagen, adopts an emissions trading scheme or a carbon tax? Joyce says it would present a ''new economic reality''.

     Dr Graeme Pearman, a former  climate director at the CSIRO, has had an awakening. No matter how good the physical science, no matter how resolved the debate becomes, it will do no good unless humans are willing to change their behaviour. He has collaborated with Professor Charmine Hartel, a behavioural scientist and psychologist from Monash University, to produce a paper, Climate Change: Are We Up To the Challenge?  Their conclusion? ''We may not be up to the challenge.''

     But Minchin is determined that  scientific debate still rages.

     The  scientists who disagree with him are not happy about the hijacking of the word sceptic. They agree scepticism is a virtue -  it guided them through the  work that led them to alert the world to take drastic, urgent action.

     ''Of course, I'm open to be convinced,'' says Minchin.









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/abbotts-warriors-place-trust-in-ancient-virtue-20091211-kokj.html
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Standing up for Tuvalu ... activists made their point, loud and clear, as delegates arrived at the copnference on Wednesday. Photo: Reuters 




You can always bet on short-term self-interest and the UN climate change conference is no exception. Marian Wilkinson reports.


'We are living on the frontline!''  Grenada's ambassador, Dessima Williams, almost shouted at the assembled media. ''A large number of our islands are already experiencing significant damage, some are already going under the sea and some are losing their water supply.''

For 30 minutes, the chairwoman of the Alliance of Small Island States epitomised the ''fierce urgency of now'', which is supposed to be driving this historic United Nations  climate change conference in Copenhagen. From the opening day, speaker after speaker, including the chairwoman of the meeting, the Danish environment minister, Connie Hedegaard, have been exhorting the 15,000 participants, ''This is the time to deliver! This is the place to commit! Let's get it done!''

Inside the cavernous conference centre, hundreds of activists dressed in T-shirts demanding ''Climate Justice Now'' roam in packs, breaking into spontaneous chanting, sparking panic in nervous Danish security guards.

Yet almost a week into this meeting that is charged with confronting the greatest security challenge of the 21st century - saving the planet from dangerous climate change - the UN climate conference is stalled,  at times descending into posture and farce.

On Wednesday, the Sudanese ambassador, Lumumba Stanislaus Di-Aping, the head of the G77 and China, a bloc representing developing nations, faced the media to denounce the world's rich countries. Not only, he said, were they about to condemn Africans to a death sentence from global warming but their offer of aid was so low ''it is not enough to buy us coffins''.

Minutes later, the European Union's Artur Runge-Metzger responded witheringly that Di-Aping was unaware of all the European aid effort in Africa because he lived in New York.

Australia's Climate Change Minister, Penny Wong, arrived in Copenhagen soon after and labelled the negotiations ''difficult'' and the language around them ''unhelpful''. But the conference deteriorated further when Tuvalu, population 12,000, triggered the suspension of the peak meeting of the 192 nations for two days running. The crisis erupted because its chief negotiator, the former ANU lawyer Ian Fry, wanted an open discussion on the central issue before the conference - a new, legally binding global climate treaty that can avoid dangerous climate change. As Fry told negotiators: ''Tuvalu is one of the most vulnerable countries in the world to climate change and our future rests on the outcome of this meeting.''

But Tuvalu was blocked by the heavy hitters - China, India and the Arab oil kingdoms - who feared a plot to kill off the Kyoto Protocol, the only legally binding treaty that requires rich countries to cut their greenhouse gas emissions.

In less than a week, more than 100 heads of government are due to arrive at this conference, including America's  Barack Obama. Many expect a signed deal to get a legally binding treaty within a year to keep temperatures from rising more than two degrees. But as the optimism and energy of the opening days fade, thousands of negotiators, politicians, media and environmental activists gathered in Copenhagen are asking whether  a meaningful  agreement is possible,  given the deep divisions between countries.

Two fundamental issues divide the players: how deeply are nations willing to reduce emissions, and what kind of legal treaty will enforce this.

At the Bali climate conference two years ago, it was accepted that wealthy nations should cut emissions, by 2020, by between 25  and 40 per cent from levels that existed in 1990. These cuts are based on advice from the UN's  peak scientific body, which found that emissions must peak by 2020 and be halved by 2050 to keep temperatures from rising more than 2 degrees and triggering dangerous climate change.

The only legally binding treaty available is the Kyoto Protocol.

But nearly all wealthy nations seem to want to ditch it. Kyoto, created more than a decade ago, does not impose emissions cuts on developing nations and has never been ratified by the US. Distrust between nations here is so great, nearly all developing countries - China and India included - fear that if Kyoto is killed off,  rich countries won't deeply cut their emissions and will force developing countries to cut more.

These fears were ramped up when a copy of a proposed Copenhagen Agreement drawn up by the Danish Prime Minister, Lars Lokke Rasmussen, was leaked to  The Guardian newspaper two days into the talks. The draft made no reference to the Kyoto Protocol and was weak on a timetable for a new legally binding treaty. More importantly, it was branded by environmental groups and the G77 as a backroom deal worked out with a few nations to circumvent the UN meeting.

Di-Aping launched a scathing attack on the Danish proposal, calling it an attempt ''to rob developing countries of their just, applicable and fair share of the atmospheric space''.

The leak was particularly embarrassing for Australia because Kevin Rudd had worked closely on the draft with his Danish counterpart.

The draft has been put aside but fashioning agreement by all parties by next week will be a huge challenge.

A raft of scientific presentations at the conference has bolstered the case for action with the release of world meteorological data showing global temperatures climbing. This year is expected to be the fifth warmest since instrumental records began in 1850. With unwelcome help from El Nino, Australia is likely to have its hottest recorded year next year.

Some cold water has been poured on hopes for geo-engineering projects to slow climate change, such as fertilising the oceans to absorb more carbon from the atmosphere and injecting sulphates into the atmosphere. More than 150 environment groups from 36 countries issued a statement warning against unfettered use of  ''techno fixes''.

"These technologies could have devastating ecological or social consequences, without helping reduce carbon emissions,'' said Friends of the Earth.

Despite political stand-offs, the chief UN climate official, Yvo de Boer, insists there has been significant progress. The developing world's big greenhouse polluters - China, India, Brazil and South Africa - have each submitted proposals to curb their soaring emissions. Wealthy nations, including the US, have put forward cuts but so far they fall well below those proposed by science. At last count, most proposed cuts were between 16 and 23 per cent, not the required 25  to 40 per cent.

The US delegation head, Todd Stern, says America will have difficulty improving its offer of 4  to 6 per cent. (The US described its offer as a 17 per cent cut from 2005 levels, not 1990).

And despite demands by China, Europe and Africa for the US to lift its offer, the White House is determined not to make promises in Copenhagen that will be rejected by the US Congress. Stern, meanwhile, wants China to lift its game by committing to reductions that can be verified. The US won't sign Kyoto, which it wants replaced by a new legal treaty.

In a compromise, Kyoto could continue alongside a new treaty but neither side seems willing to budge.

As big players keep arguing, small island states - like Tuvalu and Grenada - try to turn up the heat at Copenhagen for a genuine outcome. They've persuaded more than 100 nations to push for an agreement committing the world to hold temperature rises to within 1.5 degrees, not the 2 degrees accepted by nearly all major powers.

The demand looks nigh impossible. But the minnows aren't giving up.

 with Ben Cubby

 Marian Wilkinson is the Herald's environment editor and is in Copenhagen for the UN conference.









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/turning-up-the-heat-in-copenhagen-20091211-kokr.html
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[image: Working to save his family ... in this June 11, 2009, file photo, Elin Nordegren talks to her husband, Tiger Woods during an NBA game.]
Working to save his family ... in this June 11, 2009, file photo, Elin Nordegren talks to her husband, Tiger Woods during an NBA game. Photo: AP



Tiger Woods says he is taking an indefinite leave from golf to try to save his marriage, the biggest fallout yet from two shocking weeks filled with allegations of rampant extramarital affairs.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Stay for love Tiger: Daly | Tiger pause receives support | Billionaire earner Tiger Woods is global sports icon



Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman. Photo: Getty Images/All Sport


	[image: Tiger Woods during a tournament on September 22, 1990.]

	[image: In this February 27, 1992, file photo, Amateur Tiger Woods urges a putt toward the seventh hole during the opening round of the Los Angeles Open at Riviera Country Club in Los Angeles, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods looks on during the 1993 Los Angeles Open at the Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, California. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman.]

	[image: Tiger Woods with the winner's trophy at the 1995 US Amateur Championship at Newport Country Club in Newport, Rhode Island.]

	[image: In this June 2, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods, left, shakes hands with Jack Nicklaus after receiving the Jack Nicklaus College Player of the Year award in ceremonies at the Memorial Tournament in Dublin, Ohio.]

	[image: In this August 25, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods throws his arms into the air in jubilation as he ties his match with Steve Scott on the 35th hole of US Amateur championship at the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club.]

	[image: In this August 14, 1999 file photo, Tiger Woods poses with the Wanamaker trophy after winning the 81st PGA Championship at the Medinah Country Club.]

	[image: Golfers Tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus talk during second round play at the 82nd PGA Championship at Valhalla in Louisville in this August 18, 2000 file photo. ]

	[image: In this July 23, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods, of the United States, kisses the trophy after winning the British Open Golf championship on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Scotland. ]

	[image: In this August 20, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods points to his ball as it drops for birdie on the first hole of a three-hole playoff against Bob May at the PGA Championship at the Valhalla Golf Club.]

	[image:  Tiger Woods of the USA receives the PGA Player of the Year 2000 Award during the Golf Writers Associates Awards at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia in 2001.]

	[image: Tiger Woods laughs with New Zealand caddie Steve Williams on the 18th tee during his practice round two days before the New Zealand Open at Paraparaumu Beach Golf Course near Wellington in 2002.]

	[image: Colin Montgomerie of Scotland and Tiger Woods of the United States look on at fourth hole during the third round of the 2004 Dubai Desert Classic played at the Emirates Golf Club on March 6, 2004 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods and American team captain Jack Nicklaus cheer for their team mates during the Presidents Cup in Gainesville, Virginia, in this September 25, 2005 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren watches her husband Tiger Woods at the Ryder Cup tournament in County Kildare, Ireland, in this September 22, 2006 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren is introduced to the crowd as her husband Tiger Woods applauds during the dedication of the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California.]

	[image: Golfer Tiger Woods, his daughter Sam, his mother Kultida and his wife Elin Nordegren pose in front of a bronze statue bearing the likeness of Tiger with his late father Earl during its unveiling inside the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California in this January 21, 2008 file photo. ]

	[image: In this June 15, 2008 file photo, Tiger Woods reacts after sinking a birdie putt on the 18th green forcing a playoff against Rocco Mediate during the fourth round of the US Open championship at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: This June 19, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US at the end of his 1st round at the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the British Open Golf Championship at the Turnberry Golf Club in Scotland, in this July 16, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: This October 6, 2009 file photo shows US Team member Tiger Woods during a press conference on the second preview day for the Presidents Cup at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California. ]

	[image: This October 11, 2009 file photo shows US golfer Tiger Woods with his wife Elin Nordegren during the Presidents Cup golf compeititon at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the HSBC Champions golf tournament in Shanghai in this November 5, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: In this frame grab of Tiger Woods' website is a statement by Woods announcing that he's taking an indefinite leave from golf to work on saving his marriage, using the word ]





------------------------------------------------------------------

"I need to focus my attention on being a better husband, father, and person," Woods said on his website.

Woods and his wife, Elin, have been married five years and have a two-year-old daughter and a 10-month-old son.

The announcement came two weeks after Woods crashed his SUV into a tree outside his Florida home, setting in motion a stunning downfall for the world's No. 1 player who for 13 years rarely made news off the golf course. One woman who said she had a 31-month affair with Woods shared a voice mail that she said Woods left her two nights before his November 27 accident.

"I am deeply aware of the disappointment and hurt that my infidelity has caused to so many people, most of all my wife and children," Woods said. "I want to say again to everyone that I am profoundly sorry and that I ask forgiveness. It may not be possible to repair the damage I've done, but I want to do my best to try."

Woods has not been seen in public since the accident.

He gave no indication when he might return in what could be a pivotal year as he pursues the record 18 major championships won by Jack Nicklaus. Woods, who did not win a major this year, has 14.

The Masters, where Woods has won four times, is April 8 to 11. The US Open is at Pebble Beach, where Woods won by a record 15 strokes in 2000, and the British Open returns to St. Andrews, where he has won twice by a combined 13 shots.

It will be the second straight year that a PGA Tour season begins without its star player. A year ago, Woods was recovering from reconstructive knee surgery that kept him out a total of eight months.

This is different.

"We knew before he was coming back," said Steve Stricker, one of Woods' favorite players on tour. "Now, we're not sure when he's coming back. But this sounds good. I hope everything works out for him."

The PGA Tour supported the decision.

"His priorities are where they need to be, and we will continue to respect and honour his family's request for privacy," PGA Tour commissioner Tim Finchem said in a statement, the tour's first public comment since Woods mentioned his "personal failings" and "transgressions" in a December 2 statement. "We look forward to Tiger's return to the PGA Tour when he determines the time is right for him."

Woods' agent, Mark Steinberg, told The Associated Press that it was the right decision for Woods and his family.

"The entirety of someone's life is more important than just a professional career," Steinberg said in an e-mail to the AP. "What matters most is a young family that is trying to cope with difficult life issues in a secluded and caring way. Whenever Tiger may return to the game should be on the family's terms alone."

Craig Parry, who played a practice round with Woods in Australia last month, said Woods brought the problems on himself.

"What he did was totally wrong," Parry said at the Australian PGA Championship. "And he's got no one to blame except himself. You can look at other people, but he's the one who's got to look in the mirror."

John Daly, who is going through his third divorce, said he has been trying to reach Woods and "he just didn't want to talk to anybody".

"I feel if there is anybody in this world who could give him some advice ..." Daly said in Australia. "I hope we get him back soon. They always say there is no one bigger in golf than the game itself. But Tiger is." 

PGA golfer Jesper Parnevik reiterated to ESPN that he made a mistake in linking up Woods with his former nanny and current wife, Elin.

Elin Nordegren previously worked for Parnevik and in 2001 she met Woods through he and his wife Mia.

"I vouched for the guy," Parnevik told ESPN's Outside the Lines show which airs Sunday night. "I told her this is the guy that I think is everything you want. I was wrong.

"I am sure she felt very lonely and very small in the whole hoopla and chaos when her world was turned upside down."

American golfer John Cook calls Woods a close friend and says he is sticking by his pal.

"He put himself in this position," Cook told ESPN television. "It is disappointing but he has admitted to it and he is dealing with it."


Woods was out of action from July 2008 until the end of February this year, and television ratings dropped 50 per cent. The tour is trying to renew a half-dozen title sponsors, and it is to begin negotiations on the next television contract later next year.

As for Woods' corporate endorsements, all have stood by him for now.

"Tiger has been part of Nike for more than a decade," Nike said in a statement Friday. "He is the best golfer in the world and one of the greatest athletes of his era. We look forward to his return to golf. He and his family have Nike's full support."

Meanwhile, Accenture no longer has an image of Woods on the home page of its Web site. Earlier this week, Woods standing amid cactus plants studying his next shot was among three rotating pictures on the home page.

AT&T said it supported Woods' decision.

"We are presently evaluating our ongoing relationship with him," the company said in a statement. Not only does Woods carry the AT&T logo on his golf bag, the company is the title sponsor of his PGA Tour event over the July 4th weekend. 


Steinberg said it would be "premature and inappropriate" to talk about Woods' specific business relationships.

"Suffice it to say, we have had thoughtful conversations and his sponsors have been open to a solution-oriented dialogue," Steinberg said. "Of course, each sponsor has unique considerations and ultimately the decisions they make we would fully understand and accept."

Earlier this year, Woods became the world's first athlete to surpass $US1 billion in career earnings, according to Forbes magazine. His sponsors include Nike, Gillette, AT&T, Gatorade, Accenture and Tag Heuer.

Woods last played a tournament November 15 when he won the Australian Masters for his 82nd victory around the world.

Stricker, who went undefeated as Woods' partner at the Presidents Cup, said his leave was the right decision.

"I think it's great that he's going to put his family first and work things out," Stricker said from Naples, Florida, where he is playing the Shark Shootout. "Golf will always be there. He wants to make sure his marriage is right and everything is good on the homefront. We'll sure miss him on tour until he gets things taken care of."

Woods also indicated he would step away from the work of the Tiger Woods Foundation, which has served some 10 million children.

"There are millions of young people who have truly changed their lives through the foundation's programs, and millions more still counting on us for help," Woods said in a separate statement through his foundation. "I am committed to them and to the foundation's excellent work, and I know my staff will continue these efforts during my absence."

AP
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Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman. Photo: Getty Images/All Sport
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	[image: This October 6, 2009 file photo shows US Team member Tiger Woods during a press conference on the second preview day for the Presidents Cup at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California. ]
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	[image: In this frame grab of Tiger Woods' website is a statement by Woods announcing that he's taking an indefinite leave from golf to work on saving his marriage, using the word ]





Factfile on 14-time major champion Tiger Woods, the golf superstar who has announced he is taking an indefinite break from the sport as he publicly admitted for the first time being unfaithful to his wife.



TIGER WOODS



Age - 33



Born - Cypress, California



Residence - Orlando, Florida



Height - 1.88m



Weight - 80kg



Family - Wife Elin (2004); daughter Sam Alexis (2007), son Charlie Axel (2009)



Website - www.tigerwoods.com



Turned pro - 1996



Major titles - 14 (Masters 1997, 2001, 2002 and 2005, US Open 2000, 2002 and 2008, British Open 2000, 2005, 2006, US PGA Championship 1999, 2000, 2006 and 2007)



USPGA Tour wins - 71: International wins - 11: Others - 12



Winner of the Ryder Cup with the United States (1999)



Player of the Year in 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2005, 2006 and 2007



Money list standings: 1st in 1997, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2nd in 2003, 4th in 1998 and 2004



Career milestones:



Youngest Masters champion at 21 years, 3 months, 14 days in 1997



Youngest world No. 1 in history of golf, 15 June 1997, at 21 years 24 weeks



First player to win the US Open, British Open and US PGA Championship in the same year (2000)



First player to hold all four major titles simultaneously, adding the 2001 Masters to the US Open, British Open and US PGA Championship titles he claimed in 2000



Youngest player to win 50 US PGA Tour titles at 30 years (Buick Open 2006)



Returned to competition following knee surgery and an eight-month layoff at the World Golf Championships Accenture Match Play Championship in February.



Won his first title since making his comeback in his third event by taking the Arnold Palmer Invitational in March. Won six times on the US tour in 2009, won the Australian Masters in November, played on victorious US Presidents Cup team.



AFP









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/sport/golf/the-career-of-tiger-woods-20091212-kp6y.html
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[image: Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren in October.]Tiger Woods and Elin Nordegren in October. 





On May 26, a blonde, skinny, chest-enhanced 36-year-old Holly Sampson - star 
of such movies as The Voyeur, Thrills and The Best Sex Ever 
- appeared on an adult online talk show, Live with Lauren. Topless, she 
reeled off the names of a couple of celebrities she'd had sex with, then blurted 
out: ''Tiger Woods!''

''A friend of mine was good friends with one of Tiger's assistants,'' she 
said. ''We did a bachelor party for Tiger and it was amazing. He picked me to go 
into the room and have, whatever. I have to say it was really good.



Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman. Photo: Getty Images/All Sport

	[image: Tiger Woods during a tournament on September 22, 1990.]

	[image: In this February 27, 1992, file photo, Amateur Tiger Woods urges a putt toward the seventh hole during the opening round of the Los Angeles Open at Riviera Country Club in Los Angeles, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods looks on during the 1993 Los Angeles Open at the Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, California. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman.]

	[image: Tiger Woods with the winner's trophy at the 1995 US Amateur Championship at Newport Country Club in Newport, Rhode Island.]

	[image: In this June 2, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods, left, shakes hands with Jack Nicklaus after receiving the Jack Nicklaus College Player of the Year award in ceremonies at the Memorial Tournament in Dublin, Ohio.]

	[image: In this August 25, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods throws his arms into the air in jubilation as he ties his match with Steve Scott on the 35th hole of US Amateur championship at the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club.]

	[image: In this August 14, 1999 file photo, Tiger Woods poses with the Wanamaker trophy after winning the 81st PGA Championship at the Medinah Country Club.]

	[image: Golfers Tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus talk during second round play at the 82nd PGA Championship at Valhalla in Louisville in this August 18, 2000 file photo. ]

	[image: In this July 23, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods, of the United States, kisses the trophy after winning the British Open Golf championship on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Scotland. ]

	[image: In this August 20, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods points to his ball as it drops for birdie on the first hole of a three-hole playoff against Bob May at the PGA Championship at the Valhalla Golf Club.]

	[image:  Tiger Woods of the USA receives the PGA Player of the Year 2000 Award during the Golf Writers Associates Awards at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia in 2001.]

	[image: Tiger Woods laughs with New Zealand caddie Steve Williams on the 18th tee during his practice round two days before the New Zealand Open at Paraparaumu Beach Golf Course near Wellington in 2002.]

	[image: Colin Montgomerie of Scotland and Tiger Woods of the United States look on at fourth hole during the third round of the 2004 Dubai Desert Classic played at the Emirates Golf Club on March 6, 2004 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods and American team captain Jack Nicklaus cheer for their team mates during the Presidents Cup in Gainesville, Virginia, in this September 25, 2005 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren watches her husband Tiger Woods at the Ryder Cup tournament in County Kildare, Ireland, in this September 22, 2006 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren is introduced to the crowd as her husband Tiger Woods applauds during the dedication of the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California.]

	[image: Golfer Tiger Woods, his daughter Sam, his mother Kultida and his wife Elin Nordegren pose in front of a bronze statue bearing the likeness of Tiger with his late father Earl during its unveiling inside the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California in this January 21, 2008 file photo. ]

	[image: In this June 15, 2008 file photo, Tiger Woods reacts after sinking a birdie putt on the 18th green forcing a playoff against Rocco Mediate during the fourth round of the US Open championship at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]
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	[image: This June 19, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US at the end of his 1st round at the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]
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	[image: This October 11, 2009 file photo shows US golfer Tiger Woods with his wife Elin Nordegren during the Presidents Cup golf compeititon at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the HSBC Champions golf tournament in Shanghai in this November 5, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: In this frame grab of Tiger Woods' website is a statement by Woods announcing that he's taking an indefinite leave from golf to work on saving his marriage, using the word ]




''He's like the whitest black boy you've ever met in your life … I think he 
likes blondes,'' Sampson elaborated. ''Good story, huh? I'm sure he'd die if he 
knows I was saying this on the internet. But it's not like it's any big 
mystery.''

Not now, at least, six months later. Details of Woods's double life are 
pouring out in excruciating detail, like the emails exchanged with cocktail 
waitress Jaimee Grubbs, 24.

Tiger: I need you

Jaimee: Then get your tight ass over here and visit me! I need u

Tiger: I will wear you out soon

Jaimee: How soon? I got a new piercing

So far 11 women have been identified, but not all confirmed, as having had 
assignations with Woods. They include a cocktail waitress, club hostess, 
swimsuit model, nightclub manager, pancake house waitress, lingerie sales model, 
another cocktail waitress and two porn stars.

The real mystery is how did the lid stay on for so long. Suddenly, every 
element of the celebrity of Eldrick ''Tiger'' Woods, 33, is invested with new 
meaning. Take, for example, the last entry on his Facebook site.

Rupert from Houston asks: ''Do you enjoy playing so far away from home?''

Tiger: ''It's very difficult to leave Elin and the children, and I'm sure 
it's only going to get tougher.''

Yes. Now the American tabloid that broke the infidelity story, the 
National Enquirer, is speculating that there is a love child with one of 
the many mistresses. Playgirl magazine reports that it has received an 
offer of nude photos of Woods.

Elements of the saga already have the tincture of blackmail and hush money. 
The question is how extensive was Woods's network of minders, facilitators and 
protectors who knew about his double life. How many moral caddies did Tiger 
have?

If up to 11 women have been identified as sexual partners during the eight 
years he was married or engaged, the real number of infidelities must be higher 
because other women would be mortified to be named in this sexual cavalcade.

The scale of infidelity and cover-up is industrial-strength. Woods's 
corporate sponsors are contending with the double entendres that have become 
part of the legend. Tiger Would. Tiger Wood.

He is the most famous face of Nike, whose global slogan, Just Do It, has been 
reinvented. He is the face of luxury watchmaker Tag Heuer, whose latest ad 
featuring Woods asks, ''What are you made of?''

He is the pitchman for Accenture, the world's largest management consulting 
firm, whose last ad with Woods states: ''It's what you do next that 
counts.''

He is the star driver of the luxury Cadillac Escalade, the car he smashed 
into a tree.

Just as the rise and rise of Tiger was on a scale not seen before in sport, 
the fall is like watching the celebrity equivalent of a space shuttle fall from 
the stratosphere.

We now know that the high point of the arc of the public love affair with 
Woods's charisma and talent was one month ago in Melbourne during the Australian 
Masters when nearly 100,000 fans packed onto the Kingston Heath course over five 
days. Thousands paid just to see him practise.

It was his decision to apparently fly out party hostess Rachel Uchitel, 34 - 
who was set up in the Crown Casino after arriving from New York - which finally 
broke the seal of silence.

Given that Woods was clearly out of sorts during the third day of the Masters 
- we now know he was having problems in his relationship with Uchitel - his form 
on the course may have been suffering from the distraction at Crown Casino.

We know there were problems because text messages between them have become 
part of the torrent of information now available. At one point Woods muses in a 
text: ''I don't know if this is going to work. I thought I was getting to know 
you, but it feels like I'm just another person who happens to be famous … ''

The cascading exposés, the domestic mayhem, the punchlines and parodies are 
only part of the saga. Most of his $100 million annual income is not derived 
from tournament play.

The really big money, worth more than 10 times his golf earnings, the money 
that has made him a billionaire, comes from big corporations that have invested 
in his image.

That has stopped abruptly, within hours of Woods's wife allegedly setting 
upon her husband with a golf club. Woods denied this in a prepared statement: 
''The stories in particular that physical violence played any role in the car 
accident were utterly false and malicious.''

Almost nobody believes him. Getting bashed with a golf club by his enraged 
wife is now ingrained in the Tiger Woods legend. People want to know if Elin 
used a two iron, three iron or a wedge. We know she didn't use a wood.

In short, the corporate superstar, the greatest golfer in history with 14 
major tournament victories to his name has in the space of two weeks achieved 
the equivalent of 14 major disasters:

   1. Hubris.


 What does it say about the most
recognizable athlete in the world, with an image burnished at a cost of
millions, that he leaves a trail of dozens of indiscrete text messages? Jaimee
Grubbs released dozens of text messages to Us Weekly to prove her claim
that she had been Tiger's mistress. They provide numerous telling exchanges:

Tiger: do you have a boy friend


Jaimee: I don't even have someone I am dating ...
no ... u can be my boyfriend ;)


Tiger: then I am


Jaimee: I wish


Tiger: quiet and secretively we will always be
together


   2. Stupidity.


   The scale of Woods' adventuring,
and the type of adventurers he was attracted to, was a disaster waiting to
happen. People can be forgiven for slip-ups, moments of weakness, yielding to temptation
while spending a lot of time on the road, but the equation changes when the
names continue to pile up and a double life of deception become ingrained.

  In addition to Ms Grubbs, Ms Uchitel and Ms
Sampson, the list of assignations keeps growing, with each new name adding a
bizarre sub-plot to the main story: 

    Jamie Jungers, 26, a former
employee of Trashy Girls Lingerie, sold her story to a British tabloid. She
says after they met and had sex in Las Vegas
in 2005, just eight months into Woods' marriage. She said they had "crazy
sex" and for 18 months she was flown around the US
to join Woods during various tournaments.

   Mindy Lawton,
33, a pancake house waitress who lived in a trailer park in Woods' home city of
Orlando, was caught on film with
Woods by The National Enquirer, and confirmed a 14-month affair. The
Daily Mail alleges Woods had sex with Lawton
in his Escalade, in a church parking lot, while Enquirer investigators filmed
the assignation.  

    Veronica Siwik-Daniels, 39, aka
Joslyn James, a porn star with sizeable breast implants, has been reported on
numerous online gossip sites as having been a sexual partner of Woods for
several years. She has not discouraged the speculation.

    Kalika Moquin, 27, a club manager
from Las Vegas, has not denied
published reports she had a sexual interlude with Woods. 

    Cori Rist, 31, a swimsuit model, allegedly
had a sexual relationship with Woods lasting months and was booked into various
hotels by his entourage. Contacted by the media, she pointedly declined to
comment "at this time".

   A second Orlando-based waitress,
26, has retained lawyer Michael O'Quinn, who has told the media that while his
client does not want to be identified, she confirms that she did have an affair
with Woods six years ago in Orlando when she was a VIP server at the Roxy club.

    Two more women who have allegedly had sex with Woods
during his marriage are the 10th and 11th women unearthed. Both have spoken to
British tabloids but not been named. One is described as a British TV presenter,
the other as a "sex addict".

   
3. Deception.

   Woods became engaged to Elin
Nordegren, 29, a former model, in November, 2003. They married in 2004. A
picture is emerging of a long history of active deceit, typified by a phone
call to Ms Grubbs where he says: "Hey, it's, uh, it's Tiger. I need you to
do a huge favour. Can you please take your name off your phone? My wife went
through my phone and may be calling you."

   Woods changed his mobile phone
number repeatedly. Sometimes he warned Ms  Grubbs not to contact him. She released this
text to Us Weekly:

  Tiger:
don't text me back till tomorrow morning. I have to many people around me right
now


   4. Hypocrisy.


   The silence of the other golfers on
the American PGA tour was finally broken this week by Ben Crane, who said of
Woods: "He's a phoney and a fake and can't retain that squeaky-clean
endorsement deal any longer." This would be the unspoken view of most.

     5. Duplicity. 


    On Wednesday, a Hollywood
celebrity lawyer, Gloria Allred, retained by Ms Uchitel, called a press
conference in Los Angeles. The next
day she cancelled, citing "unforeseen circumstances". This created
the appearance that a payment had been offered and accepted for Ms Uchitel not
to reveal details of their alleged affair.

    Holly Sampson claims she was
offered $200,000 hush money after her online indiscretion in May but turned it
down. Jaime Jungers claims she was also offered money for silence. She chose
cash for comment instead.

   The National Enquirer allegedly junked its
expose of Woods' affair with Mindy Lawton after he agreed to do a cover story
for Men’s Fitness magazine, a stablemate of the Enquirer.

    6. Cruelty.


   On Thursday, a frantic pre-dawn
emergency 911 call was made by Woods' wife after her mother, Barbro Holmberg,
collapsed in the bathroom. The mother had just flown out from Sweden
to comfort her daughter. She was admitted to hospital, the ambulance accompanied
by a squad of media vehicles.

   This was preceded by the rage of
Woods' wife when his shadow life was exposed,  compounded by blow after blow of spreading
revelations. Their two children are too young to understand, for now.

    7. Absurdity.


    Jaimee Grubbs - the name alone
trumps pulp fiction - wants to move up from being a waitress to a reality TV
star. This would explain why she wants to share her text exchanges with Woods. Then
there is the assignation with the pancake waitress in the church car park. The
porn star named Sampson. The cocktail waitresses. The attack with the golf
club. The single-vehicle crash. The sponsorships. The slogans. Just Do It. 

  
8. Banality.


  Woods has left a trail of texts
messages no-one would ever want public. Sample:

Tiger: send me something very naughty

Jaimee: some things are worth waiting for lol ... besides im
at work

Tiger: go to the bathroom and take it

Jaimee: haha ur
too much


     9. Self-pity.


   Throughout the controversy Woods
has been invisible, disembodied. Via publicists, he released a statement which placed
him as a victim: "I am not without faults and I am far short of perfect. I
am dealing with my behaviour and personal failings behind closed doors with my
family. Those feelings should be shared by us alone. 

  "Although I am a well-known person
and have made my career as a professional athlete, I have been dismayed to
realize the full extent of what tabloid scrutiny really means. For the last
week, my family and I have been hounded to expose intimate details of our
personal lives… Personal sins should not require press releases and problems
within a family shouldn't have to mean public confessions."

   10. Irony.

   Gatorade, the sports drink
manufacturer, has cancelled its Tiger Woods energy drink. Tag Heuer has dropped
its Woods advertising. Gillette, which has spent multi-millions on a global
campaign using three sporting icons, Woods, Thierry Henry and Roger Federer,
has seen two of them consumed by simultaneous credibility meltdowns. Henry was filmed
cheating when France
scored the goal which put it into the 2010 World Cup, then followed his blatant
handball with excessive celebration. 

   11. Sleaziness.


   Porn starts. Breast implants. Hush
money. Blackmail. Lying. Sneaking. Cheating.

   12. Cowardice.


   When the Florida
police came calling, three times, Woods would not talk. His lawyers did the
talking. When questions began flying, Woods did not appear. When answers were
demanded, he responded with a carefully-worded, professional-written, anodyne
letter of apology that was clearly not written by Woods but submitted in his
name.

  
13. Vanity.


  
The meticulously manicured public image, the cautious public utterances,
the reluctance to engage in anything that might be controversial, contrasted
with Woods' burning ambition and power on the golf course. Nothing was done
that would compromise the carefully burnished image.  

  14. Greed. 


  One peculiar note to
emerge from this saga is that Woods does not believe he is in the financial
position he requires. As being a billionaire is not enough. He wanted more
money, more glory, more women, than a man might reasonably expect.
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Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman. Photo: Getty Images/All Sport


	[image: Tiger Woods during a tournament on September 22, 1990.]

	[image: In this February 27, 1992, file photo, Amateur Tiger Woods urges a putt toward the seventh hole during the opening round of the Los Angeles Open at Riviera Country Club in Los Angeles, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods looks on during the 1993 Los Angeles Open at the Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, California. ]
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	[image: Tiger Woods with the winner's trophy at the 1995 US Amateur Championship at Newport Country Club in Newport, Rhode Island.]

	[image: In this June 2, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods, left, shakes hands with Jack Nicklaus after receiving the Jack Nicklaus College Player of the Year award in ceremonies at the Memorial Tournament in Dublin, Ohio.]

	[image: In this August 25, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods throws his arms into the air in jubilation as he ties his match with Steve Scott on the 35th hole of US Amateur championship at the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club.]

	[image: In this August 14, 1999 file photo, Tiger Woods poses with the Wanamaker trophy after winning the 81st PGA Championship at the Medinah Country Club.]

	[image: Golfers Tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus talk during second round play at the 82nd PGA Championship at Valhalla in Louisville in this August 18, 2000 file photo. ]

	[image: In this July 23, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods, of the United States, kisses the trophy after winning the British Open Golf championship on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Scotland. ]

	[image: In this August 20, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods points to his ball as it drops for birdie on the first hole of a three-hole playoff against Bob May at the PGA Championship at the Valhalla Golf Club.]

	[image:  Tiger Woods of the USA receives the PGA Player of the Year 2000 Award during the Golf Writers Associates Awards at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia in 2001.]

	[image: Tiger Woods laughs with New Zealand caddie Steve Williams on the 18th tee during his practice round two days before the New Zealand Open at Paraparaumu Beach Golf Course near Wellington in 2002.]

	[image: Colin Montgomerie of Scotland and Tiger Woods of the United States look on at fourth hole during the third round of the 2004 Dubai Desert Classic played at the Emirates Golf Club on March 6, 2004 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods and American team captain Jack Nicklaus cheer for their team mates during the Presidents Cup in Gainesville, Virginia, in this September 25, 2005 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren watches her husband Tiger Woods at the Ryder Cup tournament in County Kildare, Ireland, in this September 22, 2006 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren is introduced to the crowd as her husband Tiger Woods applauds during the dedication of the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California.]

	[image: Golfer Tiger Woods, his daughter Sam, his mother Kultida and his wife Elin Nordegren pose in front of a bronze statue bearing the likeness of Tiger with his late father Earl during its unveiling inside the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California in this January 21, 2008 file photo. ]

	[image: In this June 15, 2008 file photo, Tiger Woods reacts after sinking a birdie putt on the 18th green forcing a playoff against Rocco Mediate during the fourth round of the US Open championship at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]
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	[image: This June 19, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US at the end of his 1st round at the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the British Open Golf Championship at the Turnberry Golf Club in Scotland, in this July 16, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: This October 6, 2009 file photo shows US Team member Tiger Woods during a press conference on the second preview day for the Presidents Cup at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California. ]

	[image: This October 11, 2009 file photo shows US golfer Tiger Woods with his wife Elin Nordegren during the Presidents Cup golf compeititon at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the HSBC Champions golf tournament in Shanghai in this November 5, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: In this frame grab of Tiger Woods' website is a statement by Woods announcing that he's taking an indefinite leave from golf to work on saving his marriage, using the word ]





Golf superstar Tiger Woods announced an "indefinite" break from the sport in the midst of self-declared marital "infidelity" and a slew of sordid allegations about his sex life.



Long seen as an ambassador to a new generation of golfers, Woods's previous clean cut image had earned him record sponsorship deals and a place in the select pantheon of globally-known sports stars.



That image has been decimated in recent weeks, as a string of women, including a porn star, a cocktail waitress and a Las Vegas club manager were romantically linked to the married star, and father of two.



Woods's fall from grace began in late November after the 33-year-old World No.1 drove into a tree and a fire hydrant after leaving his property in the plush Isleworth community in Windermere, a suburb of Orlando.



Woods, who earned an estimated 118 million dollars last year in prize money and endorsements, was alleged to have been drinking before that accident and taking prescription medications.



Rumors quickly surfaced that the crash had followed an argument with his wife over an affair with New York club hostess Rachel Uchitel, which had earlier been reported in the press.



But before that, his career had looked on course to break some of the most coveted records in sport and golfing history.



According to Forbes business magazine, he was the first athlete to have broken through the billion dollars earnings mark.



Fourteen majors wins had made Woods a sporting icon, boosting his earning power and fame.



Aged just 25, he became the first man to win the US Open, the British Open, the USPGA and the Masters on a roll to make him the first simultaneous holder of all four major championship titles at the same time.



The media promptly dubbed the achievement the "Tiger Slam", as opposed to a Grand Slam given that the wins straddled 2000 and part of 2001.



In 2002, he emulated Nick Faldo and Jack Nicklaus in winning back-to-back Masters Tournaments.



Born in Cypress, California on December 30, 1975, Tiger Woods is the son of Earl Woods, a lieutenant-colonel in the US Army, and Thai-born Kultida.



His parents christened him Eldrick, but his father nicknamed him Tiger in honor of a Vietnamese soldier who had been a good friend.



With both his parents being of mixed racial origin Tiger is himself one-quarter Chinese, one-quarter Thai, one-quarter African American, one-eighth Native American and one-eighth Dutch and describes himself as Cablinasian -- a compound abbreviation he produced from Caucasian, Black, (American) Indian, and Asian.



After a record three US amateur crowns, Woods broke through at the 1997 Masters at Augusta, winning by 12 strokes at just 21 to become the youngest ever champion and the first African American champion.



Even before then he had shown enough -- in winning several other events just weeks after turning professional -- to be feted as Sports Illustrated's 1996 Sportsman of the Year and also PGA Tour Rookie of the Year.



His red shirt became symbolic of his aggressive and assertive play. This year he landed eight titles after eight months out of action recovering from reconstructive surgery on his left knee, but failed to win a major.



Woods is married to former Swedish model Elin Nordegren and the couple have two children, Sam Alexis, born in 2007, and Charlie Axel, born earlier this year.



AFP
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Tiger Woods at the 1995 US Masters Golf Championship at The Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia as an amateur, with Australian Greg Norman. Photo: Getty Images/All Sport
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	[image: Tiger Woods with the winner's trophy at the 1995 US Amateur Championship at Newport Country Club in Newport, Rhode Island.]

	[image: In this June 2, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods, left, shakes hands with Jack Nicklaus after receiving the Jack Nicklaus College Player of the Year award in ceremonies at the Memorial Tournament in Dublin, Ohio.]

	[image: In this August 25, 1996, file photo, Tiger Woods throws his arms into the air in jubilation as he ties his match with Steve Scott on the 35th hole of US Amateur championship at the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club.]

	[image: In this August 14, 1999 file photo, Tiger Woods poses with the Wanamaker trophy after winning the 81st PGA Championship at the Medinah Country Club.]

	[image: Golfers Tiger Woods and Jack Nicklaus talk during second round play at the 82nd PGA Championship at Valhalla in Louisville in this August 18, 2000 file photo. ]

	[image: In this July 23, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods, of the United States, kisses the trophy after winning the British Open Golf championship on the Old Course at St. Andrews, Scotland. ]

	[image: In this August 20, 2000 file photo, Tiger Woods points to his ball as it drops for birdie on the first hole of a three-hole playoff against Bob May at the PGA Championship at the Valhalla Golf Club.]

	[image:  Tiger Woods of the USA receives the PGA Player of the Year 2000 Award during the Golf Writers Associates Awards at the Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia in 2001.]

	[image: Tiger Woods laughs with New Zealand caddie Steve Williams on the 18th tee during his practice round two days before the New Zealand Open at Paraparaumu Beach Golf Course near Wellington in 2002.]

	[image: Colin Montgomerie of Scotland and Tiger Woods of the United States look on at fourth hole during the third round of the 2004 Dubai Desert Classic played at the Emirates Golf Club on March 6, 2004 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods and American team captain Jack Nicklaus cheer for their team mates during the Presidents Cup in Gainesville, Virginia, in this September 25, 2005 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren watches her husband Tiger Woods at the Ryder Cup tournament in County Kildare, Ireland, in this September 22, 2006 file photo.]

	[image: Elin Nordegren is introduced to the crowd as her husband Tiger Woods applauds during the dedication of the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California.]

	[image: Golfer Tiger Woods, his daughter Sam, his mother Kultida and his wife Elin Nordegren pose in front of a bronze statue bearing the likeness of Tiger with his late father Earl during its unveiling inside the Tiger Woods Learning Centre in Anaheim, California in this January 21, 2008 file photo. ]

	[image: In this June 15, 2008 file photo, Tiger Woods reacts after sinking a birdie putt on the 18th green forcing a playoff against Rocco Mediate during the fourth round of the US Open championship at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: This June 18, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US standing in the rain during the 1st round of the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: This June 19, 2009 file photo shows Tiger Woods of the US at the end of his 1st round at the US Open golf championship on the Black Course at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, New York. ]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the British Open Golf Championship at the Turnberry Golf Club in Scotland, in this July 16, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: This October 6, 2009 file photo shows US Team member Tiger Woods during a press conference on the second preview day for the Presidents Cup at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California. ]

	[image: This October 11, 2009 file photo shows US golfer Tiger Woods with his wife Elin Nordegren during the Presidents Cup golf compeititon at Harding Park Golf course in San Francisco, California.]

	[image: Tiger Woods reacts during the HSBC Champions golf tournament in Shanghai in this November 5, 2009 file photo. ]

	[image: In this frame grab of Tiger Woods' website is a statement by Woods announcing that he's taking an indefinite leave from golf to work on saving his marriage, using the word ]





PGA Tour officials, who have ridden the fame of Tiger Woods to record prize money totals and television profits, on Friday backed the star's decision to take an "indefinite break" from golf.



In a statement quickly following Woods's announcement that his timetable for a return was unknown and his admission of "personal sins" and "transgressions", the US PGA released a statement backing his move.



"We fully support Tiger's decision to step away from competitive golf to focus on his family," the PGA Tour statement said.



"His priorities are where they need to be and we will continue to respect and honor his family's request for privacy. We look forward to Tiger's return to the PGA Tour when he determines the time is right for him."



Woods, the first athlete to earn $US1 billion  from endorsements and prize money, has drawn extra attention and sponsor support to golf on his way to 14 major titles, four shy of the record total won by Jack Nicklaus.



Any lengthy absence by the world number one threatens to diminish viewer and sponsor support for tour events and even major tournaments.



"If he's out for an extended period of time it's going to have a tremendous effect on golf and sports in general," David Dusek, senior editor for Sports Illustrated's golf group, told CNN.



"TV ratings will be dramatically down. It will be tremendously damaging to the health of the sport and just to the general buzz.



US golf television ratings plunged by half when Woods was out with a knee injury for much of last year and early 2010.



The next three major tournaments - the Masters in April at Augusta National, the US Open in June at Pebble Beach and the British Open in July at St. Andrews, will all be played on courses upon which Woods has won a major crown.



Woods, whose estimated earnings for 2009 were $US92 million, won last month's Australian Masters before the accusations of multiple mistresses began and Woods' own admission of unspecified wrongs made him a global punch line.



Max Garske, the PGA of Australia's chief executive, gave Woods his backing for putting family needs ahead of his career.



"We fully support what a delicate situation it is for Tiger and his family where clearly they need their privacy and time to rebuild their lives," Garske said.



Woods sponsor Nike issued a statement of support for Woods on Friday while AT&T, sponsor of Woods's Washington-based PGA tour event, said it was evaluating its relationship with the golf superstar.



Consulting firm Accenture removed an image of Woods from its web page.



US sports attorney David Cornwell said he thinks Woods can remind people why they were so attracted to him in the first place simply by playing golf at a high level when he returns.



"I think he would be if it has not damaged his golf, if he can be as phenomenal a player as he has been, people are going to give him a second chance," he told CNN.



"There's a good chance the slate will to a certain level be wiped cleaner. I think all will be forgiven by the public and consequently the sponsors will come back."



History has proven fans are forgiving. Michael Jordan was caught in a scandal with his wife but remains consider the NBA's all-time best, and Kobe Bryant, who admitted his infidelity, has the top-selling jersey in the NBA.



Dusek expects that when Woods returns, "it's going to be a circus like golf has never seen. We're talking something along the lines of a Super Bowl. Tiger Woods is a global brand. There's going to be this enormous build up.



"If he were to come back now and perform at a high level, it would be one of the all-time great achievements ... When he does come back, his family situation will be set and he will be ready to compete."



AFP









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/sport/golf/tiger-pause-receives-support-for-pga-20091212-kp97.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            




Nasty estate of affairs: family, partner battle over dead writer's millions
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 STOCKHOLM: Not even Stieg Larsson could have dreamt up The Girl Who Fought For a Share of the Inheritance.

But five years and millions of book sales after his death, the Swedish crime writer's estate is caught in a feud worthy of one of his thrillers, with a strong-willed female protagonist, a murky bog of possible villains and a plot that has transfixed Sweden.

     It's a saga pitting Larsson's relatives against his lifelong companion for control of a posthumous publishing juggernaut. Larsson was the author of the darkly convoluted Millennium crime trilogy The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo, The Girl Who Played With Fire and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornets' Nest.

Critics and fans have swooned over the books and their unlikely heroine, Lisbeth Salander, a bisexual, emotionally wounded and gifted computer hacker and avenging angel rolled into one.

Larsson never lived to see his success. A workaholic and a smoker, he collapsed and died on November 9, 2004. He was 50.

His first novel, written as an escape from his job as a crusading journalist, was months away from publication. Manuscripts for the next two were with his publishers, and a fourth was in progress. Because he never made a proper will, everything Larsson owned, including the rights to his work, passed to his father and brother. The woman at his side for 30 years inherited nothing. They never married, and Swedish law does not recognise common-law relationships. She is not entitled to a penny of his estate.

They had intended to tie the knot when they were younger, said Eva Gabrielsson. But two things conspired against them, she said. ''We did plan to get married, in 1983, except the United States did something bad then.'' It invaded Grenada.

She and Larsson had visited the Caribbean  nation a few years before,  and they decided to go back to investigate the situation, so marriage plans were put ''on hold'', said Gabrielsson, now 56.

 Later, as Larsson campaigned against the neo-Nazis who were gaining ground in Sweden,  he began getting death threats.  Larsson and Gabrielsson decided not to marry to prevent his enemies from combing public records and finding out about her.

An amicable settlement of his estate might have been possible at the outset. But the situation was complicated by publication of Larsson's first book in 2005 and its success.  Sales exceed 20 million in 41 countries.

Gabrielsson says Larsson's father, Erland, and brother, Joakim, were eager to cash in on the bonanza. For their part, the Larssons say they are simple folk whose motives and words have been distorted by the Swedish media, which Gabrielsson, they say, with her contacts through Larsson's journalism, has marshalled against them.

After Larsson's books were published, his family says, Gabrielsson sent a letter through her lawyer demanding all rights to his work, which they found unreasonable. ''She wanted some part of the economic rights - no problem,'' Joakim said. ''But she wanted all the moral rights. And for that, we have to discuss.''

Each side accuses the other of intransigence and refusing even to meet to settle the matter.

Last month, Larsson's father and brother offered Gabrielsson 20 million Swedish kronor, or nearly $3.1 million. Gabrielsson declined to comment on the offer, but yesterday Joakim told Swedish news agency TT she had turned it down.

And there remains the question of Larsson's laptop computer, believed to contain the first 200 pages of the fourth instalment of the series. Gabrielsson will say only that the laptop is ''somewhere safe''.

Larsson ''wouldn't have been surprised that I have acted the way I have'', she said. ''It's what he would have expected of me.''

Los Angeles Times, Agence France-Presse
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The Liberal Party has selected its Senate candidates for NSW in the next election.

Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, 49, and Bill Heffernan, 66, were selected for the party's ticket as number one and number two candidates respectively during a ballot in Sydney on Saturday.

There were six candidates vying for the two places.

Ms Fierravanti-Wells and Mr Heffernan are already sitting senators representing NSW.

The Nationals have the third candidate on the Coalition's ticket.
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Police across the nation will again be out in force on Saturday night, remaining vigilant after arresting hundreds of people in a sweeping crackdown on alcohol-fuelled violence.

On the first day of Operation Unite, covering Australia and New Zealand, the largest number of arrests were made in NSW, with a total of 516 charges laid against 333 people across the state on Friday night.

The charges were for offences ranging from assault and affray to drug possession and robbery.

Two police officers were hospitalised after separate incidents during the operation.

One officer was allegedly king hit at Ryde police station, while another officer was hurt after climbing a fence to pursue a man in Macquarie Fields, in Sydney's southwest.

A 38-year-old Carlingford man was due to appear in Parramatta Bail Court on Saturday over the attack at Ryde.

Deputy Commissioner Dave Owens said police were sick of dealing with drunk people.

"There seems to be a theme that keeps running at the moment which is simply add alcohol and you get an instant idiot," Mr Owens told reporters in Sydney.

He said police would not back down during the rest of the operation which runs until 6am on Sunday.

"1,200 police, we're not backing off. We're going to have the same number out there again (on Saturday night).

"I'm telling people what we're doing, I'm telling people what we're targeting. The message isn't getting through."

"Each day, we're going to put the mouthguard in and back up."

WA Police made 142 arrests for anti-social behaviour and visited 342 licensed premises and 184 other venues including sporting and social events during the crackdown.

In Victoria at least 800 additional officers on foot and in van patrols were joined by plain-clothed licensing police inside venues, traffic units and booze buses at nightspot areas in Melbourne, Geelong, Frankston, Bendigo, Ballarat and Bairnsdale.

Victoria Police have not yet released arrest figures for the first night of the operation but said reveller numbers were lower than usual in central Melbourne.

Superintendent Rod Wilson told AAP police were "generally pleased" with behaviour in the city.

"We didn't have a big influx of people into the city," he said.

"Although arrests for drunks were up, you've got to balance that with the numbers of police - 400 extra in two sectors of the city.

"With more police out there, there's more chance of arrests."

In Brisbane, an adult was caught supplying liquor to a minor and 73 drivers were caught drink driving throughout Queensland.

One the opening night of the blitz, Queensland police attended 867 licensed establishments and detected 101 licensing breaches, handed out 156 liquor infringement notices and forced 135 people to move on.

Besides the crackdown on alcohol-related violence, Queensland police also dealt with a number of juveniles with a dozen being arrested, nine cautioned and seven issued with Notices to Appear.

Police in other states were also mostly pleased with the behaviour of revellers.

NT police made 16 arrests for alcohol-related offences and forced people to tip out 79 litres of alcohol on Friday night.

Acting deputy commissioner Grahame Kelly said extensive publicity about the operation and wet weather in Darwin contributed to the lower than usual total of arrests in the state capital.

"Most people certainly appeared to be enjoying themselves and doing the right thing," Mr Kelly said.

"There is always a few who spoil it. There were a few clowns who could barely walk, falling over, generally abusive and obnoxious."

ACT Police arrested 27 people, SA police made 21 arrests in Adelaide and 10 people were arrested in Hobart.
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In noisy and colourful marches across Australia, thousands have demanded urgent action on climate change, adding their voices to protests held throughout the world.

The protests on Saturday coincided with the United Nations climate change conference in Copenhagen, which is entering its second week.

In Sydney, thousands walked from Martin Place to the Royal Botanic Gardens, calling for governments to come to an agreement on climate change at Copenhagen.

Max Phillips, one of the organisers, said the march was a way of showing world leaders how deeply concerned Australians were about climate change.

"What we're about today is for ordinary Australians to be heard at Copenhagen," he said.

"We're here to send a message to Copenhagen that we want action on climate change."

Similar marches were being held on Saturday across the country and the world, he said.

A giant banner bearing the image of a thermometer was unveiled at an event in Newcastle.

In central Melbourne, protesters waving a sea of flags and banners marched down Swanston Street.

Walk Against Warming organiser Tricia Phelan said the next few days were vital in reminding politicians gathered in Copenhagen that Australians want action on climate change.

Hundreds of protesters gathered outside Parliament House in Canberra.

Accompanied by a pair of stilt walkers, the crowd congregated on the Parliament House lawns, blowing whistles, waving placards and chanting slogans calling for a stop to global warming.

In Brisbane, several thousand people carrying placards marched peacefully in steamy conditions through Southbank and across the Kurilpa foot bridge, ending with a rock concert in King George Square.

In the gathering was former Australian Democrats leader Andrew Bartlett carrying a Greens placard.

Mr Bartlett, who will stand for the Greens in the seat of Brisbane at the next federal election, said the Liberal Party stoush had served climate change well as it had made the public take more notice of the issue.

"There's no doubt the Rudd government put their CPRS (Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme) out there and sat back and watched the Libs fight about it rather than sell the case," he told AAP.

"It's put it back on the agenda in an election year.

"Climate change will be a pivotal issue."
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Bellerive Oval's new lights will be switched on for their first one-day day/night cricket match on Sunday, making the Tasmania-Western Australia clash an historic milestone.

They were switched on for the first time in a match during the Sheffield Shield clash between these teams, enabling a sensational final-ball victory for the home side on Friday.

That will be a hard act to follow but Tigers skipper George Bailey says the $5 million lights will open the ground to hosting many more one-day internationals.

"It's one of the best grounds in the world in terms of its setting and the lights will only add to its appeal," Bailey told reporters.

"It's been a vital step. Just about all one-day internationals are played under lights, allowing them to be broadcast into different time zones."

Bailey said the team were excited about making history with the new lights.

"There is air of expectancy around the group," he said.

Australia wicketkeeper Tim Paine returns from a finger injury to the Tasmanian side for the match at the expense of young opener Wade Irvine.

Coach Tim Coyle said Paine was 100 per cent fit.

"He's ready to go and itching to play some cricket," he told reporters.

WA have made one change to the squad that beat Victoria with Luke Towers replacing Justin Coetzee after his maiden first-class century last week.

Tasmania squad: George Bailey (capt), Travis Birt, Luke Butterworth, Ed Cowan, Gerard Denton, Michael Dighton, Xavier Doherty, Brendan Drew, James Faulkner, Brett Geeves, Jason Krejza, Tim Paine (12th man to be named).

Western Australia squad: Adam Voges (capt), Nathan Coulter-Nile, Theo Doropoulos, Aaron Heal, Michael Hogan, Brad Knowles, Mitch Marsh, Shaun Marsh, Ashley Noffke, Luke Ronchi, Wes Robinson, Luke Towers (12th man).
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Paul Gow admitted to being an "idiot" after a comical error earned him some unexpected frequent flyer points on Friday.

The 39-year-old New South Wales professional went to his hotel room after carding a 71 on Friday, packed his bags, checked out of the resort, drove to Brisbane airport and jumped on a flight back home to Sydney.

A battler on the US Nationwide Tour, Gow was in 105th position and four over after the second round and, believing he was no hope of making the cut.

But as the day wore on the scores blew out and four over snuck in.

Gow telephoned his caddie after landing at Sydney airport and was told "you're in".

He picked his luggage up off the carousel, walked straight to the airline's check-in counter, and was on an 8pm flight back to Brisbane and drove back to Coolum that night.

Gow's wife and children were picking him up at the airport and they were going to the beach for a swim and dinner.

"The kids had their togs and they were ready to go for a swim but Dad ruined it .. what an idiot," said Gow after his third round of 73.

Gow knew the cut (top 60 players plus ties) was getting  lower as he sat at Brisbane airport waiting for his flight to Sydney.

But by that stage his bags and golf clubs were already on the flight to Sydney.

He could have just missed his tee time and been disqualified.

But he needed the prizemoney to push him into the top 50 on the tour's order of merit.

"I'm 51 on the money list and I needed to be here regardless, so it was pretty dumb actually."
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Queensland are fighting for survival less than halfway through their Sheffield Shield clash with NSW at the Gabba.

At tea on day two, the Bulls are 5-154 in reply to NSW's 5(dec)-451 after an unbroken 70-run stand by Chris Hartley (47) and James Hopes (28).

Left arm quick Mitchell Starc (3-25) has been the main destroyer for the Blues.

But the man of the moment is Steven Smith.

The 20-year-old can't stay out of the game, taking three catches in the slips after a blistering maiden ton on Saturday morning set up NSW's huge first innings total.

Smith smashed an unbeaten, run a ball 102 in an unbroken 160-run stand with another young star, Usman Khawaja (132 not out) before stand-in skipper Moises Henriques called time.

Resuming on four not out on Saturday morning, Smith thrashed 16 fours and a six as NSW piled on 152 runs in 100 minutes off 25 overs.

Smith's effort was impressive enough to steal the limelight from Khawaja, who resumed on 78 not out before notching his third ton on the way to passing 1,000 first class runs in just his 15th game.

In an indication of Khawaja's achievement, NSW teammate Phil Hughes also took 15 first class games to reach the run-scoring milestone.

After impressing with the bat, Smith picked up where he left off in the field.

Resuming at 0-19 after lunch, Queensland were quickly reeling at 2-30 after Smith snaffling up Greg Moller (14) and Wade Townsend (10) in the slips off Starc.

Two balls after Townsend's dismissal, Nathan Reardon (0) was caught and bowled by Starc and suddenly it was 3-30 in the eighth over.

The procession continued with Craig Philipson (one) caught behind off Josh Hazlewood (1-28).

That man Smith then ended resistance by Lee Carseldine (46) with another smart catch, this time off Henriques (1-18) to make it 5-84.

But Hopes (six fours) and Hartley (nine fours) survived until tea.
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Sydneysiders have voted with their feet for action on climate change, marching through the city's CBD today.

Thousands walked from Martin Place to the Royal Botanic Gardens in central Sydney, calling for governments to come to an agreement on climate change at Copenhagen.

Max Phillips, one of the event organisers, said the march was a way of showing world leaders how deeply concerned Australians were about climate change.

"What we're about today is for ordinary Australians to be heard at Copenhagen," Mr Phillips told reporters in Sydney.

"We're here to send a message to Copenhagen that we want action on climate change."

Similar marches were being held on Saturday all over the country and the world, he said.

A giant banner bearing the image of a thermometer was unveiled at the Newcastle event.

Mr Phillips said organisers hoped to attract a national crowd of 100,000 people.

AAP 
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The Greens have demanded the government launch legal action against Japan before more whales are killed.

Greens Senator Rachel Siewert said the government's threats to take action were laughable.

"How many more whales have to die before the government makes up its mind if it is going to take legal action against Japan," she said in a statement.

"Mr Rudd's threats to take legal action are laughable. His government has been using the same lines for the last two seasons just as the coalition did before them, and Australians don't believe him."

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd this week reissued a threat to Japan to cease whaling or face legal action.

It comes as Japan's new government confirmed on Thursday it had no plans to stop its so-called scientific whaling expeditions.

Senator Siewert said Mr Rudd had confirmed there were no plans to use Australian vessels to monitor whaling this season.

She said negotiations between Australia and the Japanese government had achieved nothing, as was evident with the Japanese whaling fleet heading back out into the Southern Ocean.

"The Prime Minister Rudd must raise the issue of whaling when he meets the Japanese Prime Minister next week," she said.

"If he fails to resolve the issue ... he should commence legal action in the international courts immediately."

Senator Siewert said the Japanese planned to take nearly 1,000 minke whales and 50 fin whales in their hunt this season.

"The only thing standing in the way of that quota is the Sea Shepherd who again will be on the seas alone," she said.
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Police in Western Australia have made 142 arrests for anti-social behaviour during a nationwide crackdown on alcohol-fuelled violence.

A WA Police spokesman said the arrests were mostly made for disorderly conduct and assaults.

"They're typical anti-social behaviour-type arrests," the spokesman told AAP.

Police visited 342 licensed premises and 184 other venues including sporting and social events and issued 111 move-on notices.

Seven people were caught drink-driving, while 11 people were caught driving without a licence and six vehicles were seized over hooning or suspended driver offences.
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A sea of flags and banners has descended on central Melbourne as thousands begin a rally to speak out on climate change.

Families and friends were listening to the drumming of world music in front of Victoria's State Library on Saturday before marching down Swanston Street.

Walk Against Warming organiser Tricia Phelan said the next few days were vital in reminding politicians gathered in Copenhagen that Australians want action on climate change.

More than 10,000 people are expected at the rally, including Country Fire Authority volunteers, but the number of participants is down on previous years.

Climate scientist David Karoly says it's disappointing to see the drop in number but he is confident politicians will hear their message and strike some sort of agreement in Copenhagen.
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A police officer has been king hit in northwestern Sydney on the first night of a nationwide crackdown against drunken violence.

Extra police officers converged on Sydney's CBD, Surry Hills and Kings Cross on Friday as NSW did its bit in Operation Unite, which takes place across Australia and New Zealand this weekend.

The officer was punched in the face at Ryde Police Station allegedly by a man who had already assaulted a patron at an Eastwood night club.

Assistant Commissioner Frank Mennilli said the message about violence was not getting through.

"This is exactly the type of incident which has made police so determined to crack down on drunken violence," he said.

"I find it hard to believe that despite all the messages police have been sending to the community, that this many people could act so irresponsibly."

Ass Com Mennilli said the officer was left with a fractured nose and possible neck injuries, and will have further tests at Royal North Shore Hospital.

A 38-year-old Carlingford man will appear in Parramatta Bail Court on Saturday over the attack.

Police laid a total of 516 charges against 333 people across the state on Friday night.

The charges were for offences ranging from assault and affray to drug possession and robbery.

Police breath tested more than 20,000 drivers, catching 176 people drink-driving and 15 disqualified drivers behind the wheel.

Police also seized 1.7 litres of the illegal drug GBL at Darlinghurst.

They arrested a 24-year-old Italian national, and charged him with supplying a commercial quantity of a prohibited drug.

He was refused bail to appear in Parramatta Bail Court on Saturday.

AAP 
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A taxi driver has been assaulted and robbed after picking up four passengers at Calamvale, south of Brisbane.

The driver collected a woman and three men from an address in Calamvale at 10.10pm (AEST) on Friday night and drove them 12 kilometres to Kim Street, Marsden.

Once the woman alighted, the driver was allegedly assaulted by one of the men, while the other two men stole money, police said.

The driver sustained minor injuries.

All four are described as being of Islander appearance with the woman being in her mid-20s, approximately 175 centimetres tall, of medium build with long straight dark hair. She was wearing dark coloured jeans and a dark coloured t-shirt.

The men were aged between 15 and 26 years.

Anyone with information about the incident is urged to contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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Staff in a western Sydney hotel have disarmed two teenagers brandishing a knife and a replica gun during an attempted robbery, police say.

The pair entered the hotel on Good Street, Granville, at about 10pm (AEDT) on Friday and allegedly threatened staff.

"A security guard and barman managed to disarm the alleged offenders a short time later, before alerting police," police said in a statement.

Police arrested the pair and charged a 17-year-old man and an 18-year-old man with one count each of robbery in company armed with a dangerous weapon.

The older man is due to appear at Parramatta Bail Court on Saturday, while the 17-year-old will appear at Cobham Childrens Court on Saturday.
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A "few clowns" caught the attention of Northern Territory police during the nationwide blitz on alcohol-related violence, but acting deputy commissioner Grahame Kelly was pleased with the low number of offences.

In all, NT police made 16 arrests for alcohol-related offences (Alice Springs one, Tennant Creek six, Katherine four, Darwin five) and forced people to tip out 79 litres of alcohol during the first night of the two-day blitz, Operation Unite.

Mr Kelly said extensive publicity leading up to the weekend and wet weather conditions in Darwin contributed to the lower than usual total of arrests in the state capital.

"Most people certainly appeared to be enjoying themselves and doing the right thing," Mr Kelly said.

"There is always a few who spoil it. There were a few clowns who could barely walk, falling over, generally abusive and obnoxious.

"On one occasion, the mounted police galloped over to an incident involving a heavily intoxicated male outside a licensed premises and resolved the matter quickly and without further escalation."

During the evening, Mr Kelly twittered the number of arrests made, the number of people caught drink-driving and the location of express buses to the suburbs.

He posted this tweet after midnight: "Quiet night; rain interrupted play - or people getting the message you don't need to get drunk to have a good time."

Across the NT, 85 people were held in protective custody to sober up, although none were charged.

Roadside breath-testing units were also posted around Darwin resulting in 2,327 drivers being tested.

There were three arrests and eight summonses for drink-driving.

"I'm pleased to say that the operation is going well so far. Let us hope tomorrow evening goes even better," Mr Kelly said.

He also posted tweets on RBT activity to warn of police presence and wrote: "2 drink drivers now enjoying our hospitality."
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Defending Winter Olympic moguls champion Dale Begg-Smith has bounced back from almost a year out of the sport to finish fourth in the opening World Cup event in Suomo, Finland.

The 24-year-old Australian, who had a knee reconstruction in January, showed little side effects from his first major injury in finishing just out of the medals with a 24.13-point run.

He was shaded by Sweden's Jesper Bjornlund (24.41), American Bryon Wilson (24.34), and Canada's defending World Cup champion Alexandre Bilodeau (24.19) but showed enough to suggest back-to-back Olympic gold medals are not out of reach.

Begg-Smith scored highest amongst the judges with his signature turns which make up half the scoring for the event.

His scoring for aerial manoeuvres was the weak point but understandable given the length of time he has had out of the sport.

Teammate Ramone Cooper enhanced his Olympic Games qualifying prospects with a strong ninth.

Another World Cup event will be held at the same venue late Saturday night (AEDT).

The Vancouver Winter Olympics start on February 12.
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                Thousands march for climate action
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                    Tens of thousands of protesters have taken to the streets to call for climate negotiators in Copenhagen to strike a deal to prevent global warming.
                

            

            	
                Garuda crash pilot 'wants to fly again'
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                    An Indonesian pilot cleared of wrongdoing over a 2007 crash that killed 21 people, including five Australians, says he wants to fly again.
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                    The US House of Representatives  approved the most sweeping regulatory overhaul of the financial sector since the Great Depression of the 1930s, one of President Barack Obama's key goals.
                

            

            	
                Iraq looks to strike more deals at oil auction
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                    Iraq will on Saturday look to attract further foreign energy investment as it continues an auction of its oil fields, a day after striking deals with consortiums led by energy giants Shell and CNPC.
                

            

            	
                Thailand's fugitive Thaksin tours Asia
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 16:41]
                
                    Fugitive former Thai prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra announced on his online Twitter page that he will make a week-long trip to visit three Asian countries.
                

            

            	
                Zelaya says will stay in Honduras until end January
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 16:21]
                
                    Deposed Honduran leader Manuel Zelaya said  he would remain at the Brazilian embassy in the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa until January 27, 2010 at the latest, when his term formally ends.
                

            

            	
                Novice Uruguay director becomes Hollywood sensation
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 16:09]
                
                    Three weeks ago, Federico Alvarez was an obscure movie hobbyist who made the occasional film for a lark, but now thanks to a five-minute Internet film he tossed off for the Hollywood equivalent of pocket change, the 31-year old is the US film industry's latest directing sensation.
                

            

            	
                CIA cancels Blackwater contract: report
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 16:02]
                
                    The CIA has cancelled a contract with Blackwater Worldwide, that allowed the company to load bombs on CIA drones in Pakistan and Afghanistan, a report says.
                

            

            	
                Japan, US reach 'open skies' deal
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:57]
                
                    Japan and the United States have reached an "open skies" deal removing restrictions on flights, opening the way to lower fares across the Pacific and to shake up alliances among airlines.
                

            

            	
                US says senior Al-Qaeda figure killed in drone strike
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:32]
                
                    A senior Al-Qaeda figure was killed in a drone strike in northwest Pakistan, a US official told AFP, as President Barack Obama urged Islamabad to step up the fight against militants.
                

            

            	
                US turns up heat on Iran over nuclear program, rights
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:30]
                
                    The White House turned up the heat on Iran, echoing EU concerns while warning of "credible consequences" if Tehran continues to defy international demands to curb its nuclear ambitions.
                

            

            	
                Faithful are not freaks: Anglican chief
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:19]
                
                    The head of the Anglican Church has criticised the British government, saying it viewed religion as a problem practiced by freaks and foreigners.
                

            

            	
                Liverpool in search of Arsenal revival
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:12]
                
                    Liverpool started this season with hopes of winning their first English title since 1990; they face Arsenal on Sunday desperate to maintain their bid for a top four finish.
                

            

            	
                Love cheat Tiger Woods takes 'indefinite break'
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 14:01]
                
                    In a stunning decision, golf superstar Tiger Woods announced he was putting his game on the backburner to try to save his marriage as he admitted for the first time being unfaithful.
                

            

            	
                Russian prison chiefs fired after lawyer's jail death
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 13:53]
                
                    The Kremlin has sacked several top prison officials after the sudden death in jail of a lawyer sparked a renewed outcry over conditions in Russian prisons, officials say.
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Tens of thousands of protesters have taken to the streets or were preparing to march on Saturday calling for climate negotiators in Copenhagen to strike a deal to prevent global warming.

The Danish capital was described as looking like a military zone as authorities prepared for the arrival of activists from all over the world.

Hours before the demonstration in Copenhagen was due to kick off, protesters were out in force around Asia, waving banners and chanting slogans urging action from the climate conference.

In Australia organisers said around 50,000 people had taken to the streets nationwide, wearing sky-blue shoelaces in a call for a strong and binding agreement in Copenhagen.

One organiser, James Dannenberg, said: "We want (world leaders) to bring home a treaty. We want them to stand by the Pacific and our neighbours there. And we want them to deliver and ensure a safe climate future for us all."

Thousands of activists gathered in front of the parliament house in Canberra, while 10,000-strong crowds marched through Sydney, Melbourne and other major cities.

In Hong Kong men, women and children marched, some dressed as pandas, while others held life rings bearing the slogan "Climate Change Kills. Act Now. Save Lives."

Indonesians rallied in front of the US embassy in Jakarta calling for help for developing nations in reducing greenhouse gases.

A crowd chanted "US is the biggest emitter" and unfurled banners that read "US is the carbon mafia leader" and "Be a part of a legally binding agreement".

And in the Philippines students staged a three-hour demonstration outside Manila's City Hall.

Protests are planned from Kabul to the Arctic Circle, with Nobel Peace laureate Desmond Tutu and former Irish President Mary Robinson to preside over a special vigil in Copenhagen.

Organisers in Denmark forecast 60,000 to 80,000 to march, while police drawn from across the country braced for crowds they estimate will be at about 50,000.

On Friday, authorities rounded up dozens of anti-capitalist demonstrators in a bid to forestall possible violence.

Protesters were still arriving late on Friday by bus, train, plane and boat from Berlin, Bremen, London, Leeds, Amsterdam, Milan and a dozen other European cities.

Helicopters buzzed in the skies while armoured police vans and canine squads patrolled the streets, amid fears Saturday's march could be joined by violent far-left groups.

"It looks like a military zone, the police are everywhere," said Gerardo Gambirazio, an American geography researcher who was checking out the mood in the city.

The six-kilometre march, masterminded by 515 organisations from 67 countries, will depart at 1300 GMT from the Christiansborg Castle, crossing the city to end up at the Bella Centre where the summit will be underway.

Police beefed up security at Denmark's land and sea borders to prevent troublemakers from entering the country amid fears of the march being joined by violent far-left groups.

Shop keepers and businesses were warned of possible violence.

One of the march's main organisers, Oxfam, has lined up celebrities to join in a rally before the protests sets out, including Danish-Peruvian model Helena Christensen and Bollywood actor Rahul Bose.

At the conference the previous day developing nations rejected as "insignificant" an EU pledge of 7.2 billion euros ($US10.6 billion dollars) to help them tackle global warming.

The accord, which would see the money paid over three years, came a week before 110 heads of state and government convene in Copenhagen for the finale of the 12-day conference.

"The fact that Europe is going to put a figure on the table will, I think, be hugely encouraging to the process," said UN climate chief Yvo de Boer.

"We will then have to see what other rich countries are going to put on the table."

But in Copenhagen, the Group of 77 developing nations - actually a caucus of 130 states that includes China - said the proposal fails to address the issue of setting up long-term financing mechanisms.

"I believe they are not only insignificant, they actually breed even more distrust on the intentions of European leaders on climate change," said Lumumba Stanislaus Dia-Ping of Sudan.
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An Indonesian pilot cleared of wrongdoing over a 2007 crash that killed 21 people, including five Australians, says he wants to fly again.

The Yogyakarta High Court on Friday overturned Marwoto Komar's criminal negligence conviction and two year prison sentence imposed earlier this year for the March 2007 crash at Yogyakarta airport.

The court ordered that the charges against Komar be dropped and he be returned to his position.

Komar on Saturday said he was relieved by the verdict.

"At times like this, after all the troubles I've been through, I feel like my prayers have been answered," he told AAP.

Komar said his "personal obsession" was to fly again.

"It is my personal intention to get my licence back," he said.

"Flying's been my life for more than 22 years.

"Until the end of time, flying will be my life."

Komar's licence was suspended in the wake of the crash and he was fired by national carrier Garuda Indonesia.

Komar has worked as a car dealer, a taxi driver and a fertiliser seller during the two and a half years since the crash. He said his family has struggled to survive on his meagre earnings since losing his pilot's job.

"If I had died in the crash, then it would've been a great loss for me and the family," he said.

"I survived but still it was difficult.

"I don't want anyone to pity me for what I've been through but this is what I've experienced.

"I just hope all's well for the future."

Komar's lawyers believe prosecutors will not be able to appeal this week's court decision to a higher court because of the order that the charges be dropped.

"The court has recognised that Marwoto did all he could to save the plane and that if he hadn't, there would have been a higher number of casualties," lawyer Mohamad Assegaf said.

Komar's Boeing 737 slammed onto the runway at Yogyakarta airport, careered into a field and exploded in flames on March 7, 2007.

Five Australians were killed in the crash: diplomat Liz O'Neill, AusAID official Allison Sudradjat, Australian Federal Police officers Brice Steele and Mark Scott, and Australian Financial Review journalist Morgan Mellish.

Investigators had argued Komar ignored a series of warnings not to land the plane as he brought it in at about twice the safe speed. But Komar blamed the disaster on mechanical problems.

The head of the Indonesian Pilots Federation, Manotar Napitupulu, welcomed the court's verdict.

"The court stated that he should be reinstated in his position and that is not impossible," Napitipulu said.

"Why not?

"If he passed all the tests, psychological test, physical test, performance test and others, then why he could not fly a plane anymore?

"His profession is a pilot and he's already been punished."
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The US House of Representatives  approved the most sweeping regulatory overhaul of the financial sector since the Great Depression of the 1930s, one of President Barack Obama's key goals.

Lawmakers voted 223-202 to pass the 1,300-page legislation, a package of measures Obama's Democratic allies crafted in response to the global financial meltdown of 2008, which has left the US economy still sputtering.

The US Senate was expected to take up the plan -- which faces stiff opposition from the financial industry and its Republicans allies, not one of whom voted in favor of the plan -- in 2010.

Obama hailed the vote in a statement, adding: "I urge both houses of Congress to pass this necessary reform as quickly as possible on behalf of the American people. I look forward to signing a strong bill."

"The crisis from which we are still recovering was born not only of failure on Wall Street, but also in Washington. We have a responsibility to learn from it," said the US president.

Obama has hit out at Wall Street "fat cats," expressing anger that banks bailed out by the government again plan huge bonuses as millions of Americans battle poverty and unemployment.

"I did not run for office to be helping out a bunch of fat cat bankers on Wall Street," Obama said Friday in excerpts of an interview with CBS television to be aired on Sunday.

With unemployment still hovering at around 10 percent, amid a recession triggered in part by the excesses of financial institutions, Obama voiced frustration that "some people on Wall Street still don't get it."

Obama told CBS he believed some banks had paid back all the bailout funds in order to escape government controls regulating such things as bonuses.

"They're still puzzled why it is that people are mad at the banks. Well, let's see. You guys are drawing down 10, 20 million dollar bonuses after America went through the worst economic year... in decades and you guys caused the problem.

"These same banks who benefited from taxpayer assistance who are fighting tooth and nail with their lobbyists... up on Capitol Hill, fighting against financial regulatory control," Obama added.

Democratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has described the measure, a centerpiece of Obama's response to the 2008 global financial meltdown, as a clear warning to Wall Street that "the party is over."

"American families will no longer be at the mercy of Wall Street in terms of their jobs, their homes, their pension security, the education of their children," Pelosi said Thursday.

Lawmakers had faced votes on several amendments, defeating one that would have scrapped a central provision, the creation of a Consumer Financial Protection Agency (CFPA) to oversee mortgages and credit cards.

The bill, which may help Democrats harness simmering voter anger ahead of the 2010 mid-term elections, has drawn fierce opposition from the financial sector and its Republican allies as stifling innovation with weighty new rules.

The number two House Republican, Representative Eric Cantor, said the legislation "frightens people and creates uncertainty in the American economy, preventing job growth."

The bill notably tackles the issue of firms deemed "too big to fail," which received hundreds of billions of US dollars in US government "bailout" cash because their collapse would have dealt crippling blows to the economy.

 The legislation gives regulators the power to dismantle such giants, and lays out a systematic way to unwind them in case of collapse that ensures shareholders and unsecured creditors, not taxpayers, bear the losses.

It also reinforces the powers of the Securities and Exchange Commission to detect irregularities that could provide an early warning of fraudulent investment schemes, like the fraud perpetrated by Wall Street swindler Bernie Madoff.

The measure also includes a first-of-its-kind plan to regulate the vast market in arcane financial products called derivatives.

It would give the Federal Reserve broader powers to oversee large at-risk firms, but also give the Government Accountability Office -- the investigative arm of the US Congress -- more oversight power over the Fed itself.

Amid US public anger at lavish bonuses paid out at firms the government saved from collapse, the measure provides for shareholders to hold non-binding annual votes on executive compensation, including severance packages known as "golden parachutes."

The House and Senate must approve identical legislation in order to send it to Obama to sign into law.
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Iraq will on Saturday look to attract further foreign energy investment as it continues an auction of its oil fields, a day after striking deals with consortiums led by energy giants Shell and CNPC.

The two-day awarding of contracts comes as Baghdad seeks to dramatically boost its crude output and become one of the world's biggest oil producers, bringing in much-needed revenues to rebuild the war-battered country.

Investors will likely focus on the supergiant West Qurna-2 field, one of the world's biggest undeveloped oil fields, which is by far the biggest being offered on Saturday with known reserves of 12.9 billion barrels of oil.

The field lies in southern Iraq, to the west of the equally large Majnoon reservoir, which was auctioned on Friday.

The contract for Majnoon was jointly won by Anglo-Dutch firm Shell and its Malaysian partner Petronas, while China's CNPC led a group comprised of Petronas and France's Total to capture Halfaya, also in southern Iraq.

Shell and Petronas will receive fees of 1.39 US dollars per barrel of oil they extract from Majnoon, which has proven reserves of 12.6 billion barrels of oil, and project that they will produce 1.8 million barrels per day (bpd).

The pair beat out a rival offer for Majnoon from Total and CNPC.

"They (Shell-Petronas) will make a profit, but they have made a compromise on profits in order to secure the field," Ruba Husari, the Baghdad-based founder and editor of www.iraqoilforum.com, told AFP.

"The two (competing consortiums) were so scared, they just wanted Majnoon, that they tried to undercut each other and one of them really went for the kill."

For Halfaya, CNPC, Petronas and Total requested 1.40 US dollars per barrel and projected production of 535,000 bpd. The field has known reserves of 4.1 billion barrels.

No bids were received, however, to work on either the East Baghdad field, or the cluster of fields referred to jointly as Eastern Fields, and a bid for the Qaiyarah field was turned down because it was not sufficiently attractive.

Iraq relies massively on oil sales for its economic growth and government income. It will be hoping the auction, the second since June, generates positive headlines ahead of a parliamentary election scheduled for March 7.

The country wants to boost its oil production to seven million bpd within six years, from the current level of 2.5 million, and is targeting 10 to 12 million bpd in the longer term, potentially rivalling Saudi Arabia.

Successful companies will be paid a fixed fee per barrel, not a share of the profits, and it will only be paid once an agreed production threshold has been reached.

A tight security perimeter was thrown up around the oil ministry for the auction, with some attendees having to abandon their cars around two kilometres (1.25 miles) away and walk the remaining distance.

All participants were subjected to multiple checks before being allowed to enter on Friday.

The auction came just three days after coordinated bombings struck Baghdad, mostly targeting government ministries, the third such attack since August.

Bombers have also repeatedly hit Iraq's oil infrastructure, most recently sabotaging the main export pipeline from northern Iraq to the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan in November.

In the first bid round in June, only one deal was reached because of the perceived low return on investment being offered by the Iraqi government, although two other foreign consortiums have since signed deals with Baghdad.

At 115 billion barrels, Iraq has the world's third-largest proven oil reserves, behind only Saudi Arabia and Iran. Oil sales provide 85 percent of government revenues.
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Fugitive former Thai prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra announced on Saturday on his online Twitter page that he will make a week-long trip to visit three Asian countries.

His visit to Cambodia last month, to take up an economic advisory role with the government, caused a diplomatic row after Cambodian premier Hun Sen refused to extradite Thaksin to Thailand to serve a two-year jail term for graft.

"I have asked permission to visit and exchange views with three leaders in Asia for seven to eight days," Thaksin said on his Twitter page, giving no further details.

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva on Friday responded to rumours that Thaksin was planning a return to neighbouring Cambodia and said the government would probably submit another extradition request if he did so.

"If he enters our airspace we will try to arrest him because he is facing a jail term. We are likely to request for his extradition once again," Abhisit told reporters.

On Friday Cambodia's King Norodom Sihamoni pardoned Thai national Siwarak Chothipong, who had been sentenced to seven years in prison for spying on Thaksin during his visit to Phnom Penh.

The 31-year-old employee at the Cambodia Air Traffic Service will be released from prison on Monday, following his conviction last Tuesday for supplying Thaksin's flight schedule to the Thai embassy.
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 Deposed Honduran leader Manuel Zelaya said  he would remain at the Brazilian embassy in the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa until January 27, 2010 at the latest, when his term formally ends.

"However, I would like to leave as soon as possible, obviously with the support of the Brazilian government," Zelaya told Brazil's Globo television.

The cowboy-hatted ousted president, exiled in a military-backed coup in June, secretly slipped back into Honduras in September and has remained at the heavily fortified Brazilian embassy ever since.

"He is absolutely aware that when his mandate ends, he will need to go elsewhere," said the Brazilian embassy's charge d' affaires Francisco Catunda.

The de facto regime of Roberto Micheletti on Friday demanded that Brazil clarify its reasons for allowing Zelaya to remain inside its embassy.

"The Honduran government, once again, calls on the government of Brazil to define the legal status under which Jose Manuel Zelaya remains in its facilities," the foreign affairs ministry said in a statement.

On Thursday, Zelaya, who has steadfastly insisted he be returned to power, rejected a Mexican offer for safe passage after Micheletti imposed the condition he be granted political asylum, which, he said, would invalidate his claim to the presidency.

The chances of his return to power were eroded by successful November 29 elections that were recognized by a number of nations, including the United States and Costa Rica.

The winner, Porfirio Lobo, is set to take office after Zelaya's term expires next month.

Dominican Republic President Leonel Fernandez on Friday said he would meet Zelaya on Sunday and Lobo on Monday in Santo Domingo, in his bid to mediate in the Honduras crisis.

Fernandez, who said he already spoke with both men in the past, said he hoped the de facto regime would not stifle this new attempt at negotiations and allow Zelaya to travel to the Dominican Republic.
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Three weeks ago, Federico Alvarez was an obscure movie hobbyist who made the occasional film for a lark, but now thanks to a five-minute Internet film he tossed off for the Hollywood equivalent of pocket change, the 31-year old is the US film industry's latest directing sensation.

Alvarez came to the attention of major US film studios after the unexpected success of his short film "Panic Attack" which cost just 300 US dollars to make, and which gained sudden and unexpected world-wide viewership via the Internet.

Now, in a most improbable Cinderella story, the Uruguayan filmmaker has been chosen to direct a 30-million dollar Hollywood movie -- a feature-length, bells-and-whistles version of his viral Internet hit.

Alvarez has been courted by some of Hollywood's biggest studios and reportedly signed a million-dollar contract to do his first full-length film, for Ghost House pictures, the company owned by director Sam Raimi, director of two of the "Spider-Man" films, among other movies.

"They presented me with such an obscene contract, there was no way to turn it down," he told AFP.

"It was wonderful, out of this world," Alvarez said, apparently still pinching himself at his good fortune.

Alvarez added that he has been granted "total creative freedom to film the story that I want," he said, and stressed that Raimi shares his vision of hoping to "create a film that is not typical of what emerges from the Hollywood studio sausage factory."

"Panic Attack," less than five minutes in length, is an entertaining and imaginative rendering of the destruction of Alvarez's native Montevideo by angry, giant robots.

Three weeks ago he posted the short film -- rich with inventive special effects and offbeat cinematography -- on YouTube. Within 24 hours, it had been seen by more than half a million people.

The minute he posted his film, he said, the reaction was "look at what the skinny guy was able to do with 300 US dollars," Alvarez said.

"I posted it online on a Thursday and by Friday I began receiving emails from Hollywood managers," he said, among them the industry's top studios like Dreamworks, Warner, Fox and Sony.

An all-expense-paid trip to Hollywood was followed by a dream contract for the young director.

"They sent me emails that said "now that we've seen what can be done with 300 US dollars, let's see what you can do with 30 million," he said, laughing.

But the real punch line, Alvarez said, is that he made the film "100 percent for fun," and never with the temptation of Hollywood lucre in mind.

Alvarez, who has been making films since he was eight years old, said his creative vision in his short film was to represent "an alien invasion totally different from what has been seen so far."

He was due this week to be in Hollywood to begin work on writing, along with an associate, Rodolfo Sayagues, with whom he has collaborated in the past.

"We'll start filming in a year," he said. The film will be finished in two years.

He won't divulge much detail about the movie, although he promises "it's going to be different," and said he plans to film this time in Uruguay and in neighbouring Argentina.

Even as he continues to shake his head over his good fortune, he recognizes that the sirens of the silver screen are fickle: today's directing wunderkind could be tomorrow's washed up has-been, he said.

"Whether I'll have today's success tomorrow, who knows?"

But he said he is very certain of his ability, and that what it can create is better than much of what appears on the big screen.

"A lot of Hollywood films that we see are really bad, mediocre, and nothing much really happens in them," he said. "The bar is set pretty low."

He added: "I know that I'm going to create my film and that people are going to sit up and take notice."
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The US Central Intelligence Agency has cancelled a contract with a security company formerly known as Blackwater Worldwide that allowed the company to load bombs on CIA drones in Pakistan and Afghanistan, The New York Times reported late on Friday.

Citing intelligence officials, the newspaper said the contract gave Blackwater employees an operational role in one of the CIA's most significant covert programs, which has killed dozens of militants with Predator and Reaper drones.

The contract with the company, now called Xe Services, was cancelled this year by CIA director Leon Panetta, the report said.

CIA spokesman George Little said Panetta had ordered that the agency's employees take over the jobs from Xe employees at the remote drone bases in Pakistan and Afghanistan, the paper noted.

Panetta had also ordered a review of all contracts with the company, according to the report

"At this time, Blackwater is not involved in any CIA operations other than in a security or support role," Little was quoted by The Times as saying.

The disclosure about the terminated contract comes a day after The Times reported that Blackwater employees had joined CIA operatives in secret operations against suspected Islamic militants in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Japan and the United States have reached an "open skies" deal removing restrictions on flights, opening the way to lower fares across the Pacific and to shake up alliances among airlines.

The agreement, reached late Friday after five rounds of talks culminating in a full week of closed-door negotiations in Washington, could give new urgency to bids by US carriers for a slice of ailing giant Japan Airlines.

Japanese and US negotiators agreed to scrap a half-century accord that preset the number of flights, instead allowing carriers in the world's two largest economies to adapt schedules to demand.

In one key point of contention, the United States said Japan agreed to give US carriers greater access to Tokyo's Narita and Haneda airports, gateways into Japan and lucrative Asian markets.

US Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood said the open skies deal "has been a longstanding US goal and is good news for air travelers and businesses on both sides of the Pacific."

"Once this agreement takes effect, American and Japanese consumers, airlines and economies will enjoy the benefits of competitive pricing and more convenient service," he said in a statement.

In Tokyo, Transport Minister Seiji Maehara also praised the deal.

 "The Japan-US route is the biggest aviation market for Japan. It is extremely meaningful to reach the accord," he said.

But the two sides did not announce a date for the agreement to go into effect, with LaHood saying that the two countries had to finalize procedures.

Japan's two carriers -- Japan Airlines and All Nippon Airways -- have both been seeking exemption from US antitrust laws, which is now possible with the open skies deal but needs review from another part of the US government.

Japan Airlines (JAL), which has been cutting thousands of jobs to stay afloat despite three government bailouts since 2001, held out high hopes from the open skies deal.

"Our company hopes to build a strong network by applying for antitrust immunity after determining a US airline company as our partner," JAL president Haruka Nishimatsu said.

The open skies agreement would make it easier for Japanese and US carriers to forge new code-sharing alliances.

US carriers had been racing to seal deals with Japan Airlines before the open skies deal comes into effect, but JAL has been calmly examining the bids.

Japan Airlines' current partners led by American Airlines last week offered it a 1.1 billion-dollar lifeline, hoping to counter a bid by rival Delta Air Lines which is hoping the Japanese carrier switches allegiances.

American Airlines accused Delta of trying to derail the open skies talks, believing it would lose out.

"By their nature, bilateral agreements create a system in which some airlines receive aviation rights while others do not," said Will Ris, American's senior vice president for government affairs.

"This open skies agreement will effectively reset the playing field and enable new working relationships," he said.

It will be the 95th open skies deal for the United States and replace a bilateral agreement with Japan dating to 1952, in the wake of World War II.

Under the existing agreement, Japanese carriers run 136 passenger flights each week between the countries -- 94 by Japan Airlines and 42 by rival All Nippon Airways -- while US carriers fly 296.

Japanese carriers argue that the number of flights is lopsided in favor of US airlines, but US carriers counter that it is evenly divided when looking at flights by alliances rather than individual carriers.

Japan Airlines is partnered with American Airlines in the Oneworld alliance, while the Star Alliance groups All Nippon Airways, Continental Airlines and United Airlines.

Delta and its subsidiary Northwest Airlines have no Japanese partner in their Sky Team alliance.









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-world/japan-us-reach-open-skies-deal-20091212-kpbp.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            




US says senior Al-Qaeda figure killed in drone strike





DAN DE LUCE

December 12, 2009 - 2:39PM


© 2009

    AFP


This story is sourced direct from an overseas news agency as an additional service to readers. Spelling  follows North American usage, along with foreign currency and measurement units.










A senior Al-Qaeda figure was killed in a drone strike in northwest Pakistan, a US official told AFP, as President Barack Obama urged Islamabad to step up the fight against militants.

The unmanned aircraft killed a man in the "upper-tier" of the Al-Qaeda network, said the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

The raid was part of a growing drone war by the United States against Al-Qaeda and Taliban figures along Pakistan's border with Afghanistan.

In an interview with CBS television, Obama called the border area the "epicenter of the violent extremism directed against the West... and the United States."

To defeat the extremist network behind the September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States, Islamabad would have to do more, Obama said, according to excerpts of the interview released Friday.

"Ultimately, in order for us to eradicate the problem, to really go after Al-Qaeda... we are going to need more cooperation from Pakistan. There is no doubt about that," he added.

There were conflicting reports about who was killed in the drone strike. Some US media named Saleh al-Somali, describing as Al-Qaeda's external operations chief responsible for attacks against the United States and Europe.

Others pointed to Abu Yahya al-Libi, who escaped from a US-run prison in Bagram in Afghanistan in 2005.

The strike did not target Al-Qaeda's leader, Osama bin Laden, or his Egyptian deputy, Ayman al-Zawahiri, officials said.

The drone attack came as the US administration prepares to dispatch 30,000 more troops to Afghanistan in a bid to turn the tide against a growing Taliban insurgency, which uses sanctuaries in Pakistan.

The US official's account appeared to refer to an attack Tuesday described earlier by Pakistani security and intelligence officials, who had said a missile strike killed three suspected militants in the northwestern tribal belt.

The Pakistani officials said the attack targeted a car in Aspalga village, about seven miles (12 kilometers) southeast of Miranshah, the main town in the restive North Waziristan tribal district bordering Afghanistan.

North Waziristan neighbours South Waziristan, where Pakistan has been focusing its most ambitious offensive yet against homegrown Taliban militants, deploying about 30,000 forces into the region since October 17.

An Islamist hardline online forum, Ansar al-Mujahideen, removed postings referring to reports that the Al-Qaeda number three, Libi, had been killed, according to the US-based SITE monitoring service, which tracks extremist groups.

The US air campaign in Afghanistan and Pakistan deploys unmanned Predator and larger Reaper drones equipped with infrared cameras and armed with precision-guided bombs and Hellfire missiles.

With little public debate in the United States, the pace of the drone bombing raids has steadily increased, starting last year during ex-president George W. Bush's final months in office and now under Obama's tenure.

US officials decline to discuss the operations publicly but privately say the campaign has successfully taken out some prominent figures.

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) Director Leon Panetta has defended the attacks as "the only game in town" when it comes to targeting Al-Qaeda and its allies.

Islamabad publicly criticizes the targeted assassinations but quietly cooperates with the operations, according to analysts.

US Senator Dianne Feinstein, chair of the Senate Intelligence Committee, let slip earlier this year that Islamabad allows the United States to use an air base on Pakistani soil for the drones.

Islamabad is under increasing Western pressure to not only target Taliban groups attacking Pakistan, but also Al-Qaeda-linked fighters and militants who cross over the border to target NATO-led troops in Afghanistan.

Washington and London have pressed Pakistan to capture bin Laden, but Pakistani authorities deny claims he has taken refuge in the rugged Afghan-Pakistan border area.

Intelligence reports suggest the Al-Qaeda leader "is somewhere inside north Waziristan, sometimes on the Pakistani side of the border, sometimes on the Afghan side of the border," White House National Security Adviser James Jones said Sunday.

But Defense Secretary Robert Gates, a former CIA chief, insisted intelligence agencies have lacked reliable information for years on the whereabouts of the man seen as the chief mastermind of the 9/11 attacks that killed nearly 3,000 people.
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 The White House turned up the heat on Iran, echoing EU concerns while warning of "credible consequences" if Tehran continues to defy international demands to curb its nuclear ambitions.

President Barack Obama's administration also expressed concern about Iran's alleged human rights abuses and warned Latin American countries to "think twice" about ties with what it calls a major exporter of terrorism.

With a year-end deadline, the administration signaled that time is running out for Iran to seize its offer of diplomatic engagement for resolving nuclear and other issues.

In the last few days it has raised the specter of a fourth round of UN sanctions, which will require the full support of its five negotiating partners -- Britain, France and Germany as well as Russia and China.

Russia and China have been more reluctant to impose sanctions on Iran but have become increasingly critical of Tehran.

"The offer of constructive engagement remains on the table, and we urge Iran to take concrete steps toward this course," the White House said in a statement.

 But the White House said Iran must heed the demands of the United Nations, including those of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

"If Iran continues to fail to bring its nuclear program into full compliance with the requirements of the United Nations Security Council and the IAEA, there will be consequences," the White House said.

"And we will be consulting closely with our partners to ensure those consequences are credible," it said in a statement.

In a recent censure vote backed by China and Russia, the IEAA called on Iran to stop construction of its second uranium enrichment plant under construction near the central Shiite shrine city of Qom.

The nuclear watchdog has also called on Iran to come clean on its uranium enrichment plant at Natanz, which the West has long feared masks efforts to build a nuclear bomb.

Iran denies the charge, saying it seeks peaceful nuclear energy.

In an interview with Al-Jazeera English television, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said the international community will now turn toward using "more pressure, like sanctions" against Iran as it fails to take confidence-building steps.

She cited in particular Iran's balking at an IAEA proposal for Iran to ship abroad low-grade nuclear fuel so it can be further enriched and returned to refuel a Tehran research reactor.

 The chief US diplomat also noted doubts over Iran's intentions following the discovery of the secret plant near Qom as well as Tehran's crackdown on peaceful protests against disputed presidential elections in June.

The White House echoed the "grave concerns" from the European Union.

EU leaders backed Friday new sanctions against Iran, warning that Tehran's refusal to negotiate over its nuclear program must be met with a tough response.

"Europe's position is very clear, we need sanctions, this decision has been taken," French President Nicolas Sarkozy told reporters, after two days of talks among the EU's 27 leaders.

The White House said meanwhile that "the United States also remains deeply concerned about the deteriorating human rights situation in Iran," in the wake of disputed elections.

"We continue to call on the Iranian government to end the use of violence and persecution against those who seek to peacefully exercise universal rights, and to abide by its international obligations," it said.

Speaking Friday at a forum on Latin American policy, Clinton warned countries like Venezuela and Bolivia to "think twice" about fostering ties with Iran because of its alleged support for terrorism.

In a sign of Iran's push for closer ties with the mostly leftist governments thriving at the doorstep of the United States, Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad visited Venezuela, Bolivia and Brazil last month.

A senior State Department official told reporters Clinton's tough line reflected that patience with Iran was running out.

"The clock's ticking," the official warned on the condition of anonymity.
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The head of the Anglican Church, Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, criticised the British government on Saturday, saying it viewed religion as a problem practiced by freaks and foreigners.

"The trouble with a lot of government initiatives about faith is that they assume it is a problem, it's an eccentricity, it's practised by oddities, foreigners and minorities," he said in an interview with the daily Telegraph.

"The effect is to de-normalise faith, to intensify the perception that faith is not part of our bloodstream. And, you know, in great swaths of the country that's how it is," said Williams.

He charged the British government was paying only scant attention to Christians, instead being intensely focussed on Muslims.

Williams also touched on the widening schism within the Anglican Church over the election last weekend of a second openly gay bishop by in the United States, saying: "It confirms the feeling that they're moving further from the Anglican consensus."

The Episcopal diocese of Los Angeles elected as bishop 55-year-old Reverend Canon Mary Glasspool, who has been in a relationship with another woman since 1988, just months after the US church lifted a ban on gay bishops.

The worldwide Anglican Church could face the same kind of turmoil that erupted in 2003 when openly gay Reverend Gene Robinson of New Hampshire was elected bishop, sparking joy from liberals but outrage among traditionalists.

The more liberal stance of the Episcopalian leadership has increasingly divided congregations and prompted the formation of a breakaway church by conservative Anglicans in the United States, Africa and Australia.

The Vatican made a bid last month for these disaffected Anglican groups by making it easier for them to convert to Roman Catholicism, but Williams downplayed the risk this poses to the Anglican Church.

"But actually I don't think it is a solution," Williams told the Telegraph.

"A great many Anglo-Catholics have good reason for not being Roman Catholics. They don't believe the Pope is infallible," he said.

"And that's why they're still pressing for a solution in Anglican terms, rather than what many of them see as a theologically rather eccentric option on the Roman side."
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Liverpool started this season with hopes of winning their first English title since 1990; they face Arsenal on Sunday desperate to maintain their bid for a top four finish.

Ending the season among the English Premier League's leading quartet will guarantee Liverpool Champions League football next season.

This term's Champions League efforts have been dismal by the five-times European Cup winners' own standards.

Liverpool had already seen their hopes of advancing to the knockout stages disappear before Wednesday's dispiriting 2-1 loss to Fiorentina.

The Reds are seventh in the Premier League, 12 points behind leaders Chelsea, and must now take on third-placed Arsenal, one of their regular 'Big Four' rivals.

"Without a doubt that (finishing in the top four) has to be the main aim this season," said Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard.

"It's obviously important for the club, and having played in the Champions League for such a long time, it's very important.

"We'll be right up for the Arsenal game on Sunday. If we can get three points there and take that into the Wigan game, we can turn a corner."

Liverpool will at least be bolstered by the return of star striker Fernando Torres, who came on as a second-half substitute against Fiorentina after a month out injured.

"Torres's return is massive for me, massive for everyone," Gerrard insisted.

"He's the main man, he's our top scorer and we need him back firing.

"If that happens I'm sure we'll move back up the league and get in the top four places."

Arsenal, who've lost two of their last three Premier League matches, are likely to deploy a more familiar looking side at Anfield after manager Arsene Wenger fielded a largely inexperienced line-up for this week's 'dead' Champions League loss away to Greek club Olympiakos.

Saturday sees the rest of the Premier League in action with champions Manchester United, now just two points behind leaders Chelsea, at home to fifth-placed Aston Villa.

Injuries mean England midfielder Michael Carrick is likely to start again as a centre-back but, after three straight wins, the player said confidence at Old Trafford was overcoming United's fitness problems.

"We won't take our foot off the pedal now," Carrick insisted.

Chelsea, looking to return to winning ways after last weekend's loss to Manchester City, will be without injured midfielder Michael Essien (hamstring) for the visit of an Everton side who are three points above the drop zone and have won just once in their last nine league games.

Portsmouth, who on Thursday denied reports they were about to enter administration, will climb off the bottom if they win away to Sunderland and fellow strugglers Bolton are beaten by Manchester City.

Wolves, also in the bottom three, are away to high-flyers Tottenham while West Ham, who are only a point clear of the relegation zone, travel to Birmingham City.

All eyes in Stoke's early kick-off match against Wigan are set to be on James Beattie after the striker was involved in an alleged dressing-room bust-up with manager Tony Pulis last weekend.

In other matches, Hull City manager Phil Brown is up against his mentor Sam Allardyce, back from heart surgery, as the Tigers take on Blackburn, while Fulham will try to bolster their fine home record when Burnley, who've struggled away from Turf Moor this term, come to west London.

Fixtures (1500GMT kick-off unless stated)

Saturday

Birmingham v West Ham, Bolton v Manchester City, Burnley v Fulham, Chelsea v Everton, Hull v Blackburn, Manchester United v Aston Villa (1730GMT), Stoke v Wigan (1245GMT), Sunderland v Portsmouth, Tottenham v Wolves

Sunday

Liverpool v Arsenal (1600GMT)
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In a stunning decision, golf superstar Tiger Woods announced he was putting his game on the backburner to try to save his marriage as he admitted for the first time being unfaithful.

Woods said he was taking an "indefinite break" from the PGA Tour and apologized, pleading for forgiveness in a statement on his website.

"I am deeply aware of the disappointment and hurt that my infidelity has caused to so many people, most of all my wife and children," he said.

"I want to say again to everyone that I am profoundly sorry and that I ask forgiveness."

Woods, who has not been seen in public for the past two weeks, has a two-year-old daughter and a 10-month-old son with his wife, Elin.

"After much soul searching, I have decided to take an indefinite break from professional golf. I need to focus my attention on being a better husband, father and person," he added.

PGA Tour commissioner Tim Finchem said Friday they would not try to rush Wood into returning to the sport.

"His priorities are where they need to be, and we will continue to respect and honor his family's request for privacy," Finchem said. "We look forward to Tiger's return to the PGA Tour when he determines the time is right for him."

Ten women have been romantically linked to the billionaire golfer, whose private life has come under the glare of public scrutiny since he crashed his car in late November.

Woods was taken to hospital on November 27 after hitting a fire hydrant and a tree, two days after a tabloid reported he was having an affair with New York club hostess Rachel Uchitel.

Woods, who turns 34 on December 30, was first linked to Uchitel, who has denied the affair despite a report on celebrity gossip website TMZ.com that a friend of his flew her to Australia when Woods was there for a tournament.

Cocktail waitress Jamiee Grubbs, 24, played a voicemail, which she claims to be Woods talking, to support her claim they had a 31-month relationship.

Also on a list compiled by FOX News are porn star Holly Sampson, 36; Kalika Moquin, 27, a Las Vegas club manager; model Jamie Jungers, 26; Mindy Lawton, a 33-year-old waitress from Orlando; and three unidentified women, two from British reports and another waitress from Orlando.

"It may not be possible to repair the damage I've done, but I want to do my best to try," Woods wrote Friday.

"Again, I ask for privacy for my family and I am especially grateful for all those who have offered compassion and concern during this difficult period."

Woods usually does not start his season until the Buick Invitational at the end of January so if he takes an "indefinite" leave it could be some time before he tees it up again.

He had knee surgery last year and spent eight months recovering. Television ratings dropped 50 percent with Woods minus from the Tour.

PGA golfer Jesper Parnevik reiterated to ESPN that he made a mistake in linking up Woods with his wife.

Elin Nordegren previously worked as a nanny for Parnevik and in 2001 she met Woods through Parnevik and his wife Mia.

"I vouched for the guy," Parnevik told ESPN's "Outside the Lines" show which airs Sunday night. "I told her this is the guy that I think is everything you want. I was wrong.

"I am sure she felt very lonely and very small in the whole hoopla and chaos when her world was turned upside down."

Woods earned an estimated 118 million US dollars last year in prize money and endorsements.

According to Forbes business magazine, Woods is the first athlete to have broken through the billion US dollars earnings mark.

The sporting icon has won 14 major championships.

Aged just 25, he became the first man to win the US Open, the British Open, the USPGA and the Masters on a roll to make him the first simultaneous holder of all four major championship titles at the same time.

The media promptly dubbed the achievement the "Tiger Slam," as opposed to a Grand Slam given that the wins straddled 2000 and part of 2001.

In 2002, he emulated Nick Faldo and Jack Nicklaus in winning back-to-back Masters Tournaments.

Born in Cypress, California on December 30, 1975, Tiger Woods is the son of Earl Woods, a lieutenant-colonel in the US Army, and Thai-born Kultida.

His parents christened him Eldrick, but his father nicknamed him Tiger in honor of a Vietnamese soldier who had been a good friend.
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The Kremlin has sacked several top prison officials after the sudden death in jail of a lawyer sparked a renewed outcry over conditions in Russian prisons, officials say.

Prison service officials insist the mass firings are not directly linked to last month's death of Sergei Magnitsky but are the result of a probe that exposed "systemic violations" in medical treatment in prisons.

But the prison service's chief, Alexander Reimer, says Vladimir Davydov, Moscow's top prison official, has been relieved of his duties after an internal investigation into the death of Magnitsky, a lawyer for Hermitage Capital Management investment firm.

"He has been relieved of his post by presidential decree from December 4," Reimer, head of the Federal Service for the Execution of Punishment (FSIN), told Echo of Moscow radio on Friday.

Following the probe, a number of other top officials, including the head of pre-trial detention centres and prisons, and of the service's medical directorate, have also been fired, added a spokesman for the service, Alexander Kromin, citing the December 4 decree.

"This is linked to the results of an internal investigation which has recently been completed," Kromin told AFP.

"The probe has exposed systemic violations in the provision of medical aid in pre-trial detention centres," he said.

The prison officials stressed that the firings were part of an ongoing reorganisation of the prison service on the orders of the Kremlin earlier this year.

"The main task of these personnel reshuffles is to secure the implementation of the task set by the country's leadership to drastically reform the penal system," Reimer said in a televised interview on Friday.

Kromin, the prison service spokesman, refused to directly link the firings to Magnitsky's death. "We cannot link our decisions to a criminal case which is still under investigation," he told AFP.

A Kremlin spokesman, when asked whether the mass firings were directly connected to the lawyer's death, declined comment.

Last month President Dmitry Medvedev had ordered the prosecutor general and the justice minister to investigate Magnitsky's death.

Magnitsky, 37, died last month of heart failure, sparking an outcry from rights activists over the treatment of white-collar prisoners in the country's notoriously overcrowded jails.

He had repeatedly complained before his death of "disgusting sanitation and poor hygiene conditions" and being denied medical treatment in jail in Moscow, where he had been held for over a year in pre-trial detention.

Last month, a top Russian prison official reportedly admitted his service was partly to blame for Magnitsky's death.

Reiner acknowledged that while in detention Magnitsky had to miss yard walks or showers several times but added he could not comment on his medical treatment before the investigation was over.

Magnitsky's death put the spotlight on the fate of thousands of other, less high-profile inmates across Russia's overcrowded and virus-plagued prisons.

Reiner said 386 people had died in pre-trial detention centres as of December 1 for various reasons, including from diseases such as tuberculosis.

He said no one had ever tried to establish a link between deaths and medical treatment in detention. "I am going to keep track of this," Reiner said.

AFP 
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IT IS a cliche in marketing circles that it can take years to build a brand but weeks, days or even minutes to destroy it. In Westpac's case, it has taken a little under 10 working days to push it to the brink.

During the course of what can only be described as a hair-raising ride, the bank has managed to alienate almost every key stakeholder, from existing customers and future ones, to the Federal Government and its front-line staff who find themselves so crudely exposed to an angry Australia. Thankfully for its embattled CEO, Gail Kelly, investors are standing firm.

It is an impressive tally by any standards, and all under the watch of a chief executive whose mantra "to delight customers" is looking increasingly like a bad joke.

Except no one is laughing, least of all Kelly, whose judgment is being called into question following last week's decision to supercharge the bank's rates and spin her way out of it. The shine has finally worn off her personal brand.

And what a brand. On the surface there is her trademark toothpaste smile, her penchant for brightly coloured clothes and her silver helmet of hair. Then there is the maternal high-flyer who can juggle corporate life with a family of four. Kelly's brand is the antithesis of a banking world dominated by men for whom the idea of letting go is wearing a polo shirt to the office on a Friday.

Running Westpac is Kelly's biggest challenge, one that she has been working towards since throwing in a teaching career and taking on a job as a teller in a suburban Johannesburg branch of a South African bank 28 years ago.

Before joining St George, she cut her teeth in Australian banking after taking an opportunity in 1997 to migrate to Australia and work alongside David Murray in a senior, but low-profile, retail role at Commonwealth Bank.

Her executive career at Commonwealth Bank began just as banks were starting to learn the lessons of how damaging the branch closures and deep service cuts of the 1990s had been for their brands.

Her reputation preceded her. The day they announced her appointment to the top job at St George, the value of its shares soared by $97 million.

As St George CEO, she embodied the touchy-feely side of the business that the bank was keen to project  to better connect with its customers. "With her personality and her way of doing things, she really created the idea of the 'People's Bank'," says one executive who worked  with her there. St George was never pitched as a low-cost bank, but its image as a friendly small bank helped it make deep inroads into the market share of the big four.

Early on, Kelly got into the habit of calling at least five customers a week. This soon increased to 15. She didn't call the big clients, one executive remembers - she'd call anyone, and mostly just to confirm the relationship.

When she took the top job at Westpac - with David Morgan's blessing - her mandate was to put the customer first and inject some dynamism into an institution that had been cautious to the point of being staid.

Which  raises the question - how can such a sure-footed and skilled marketer like Kelly get it so badly wrong? The view inside the banking industry is that Westpac pushed too hard at the wrong time. Nevertheless, why would she and her executives put their company's corporate reputation through the wringer, especially given her stated intention to make Westpac a customer-friendly organisation?

Did Westpac take a calculated risk when it raised interest rates across its variable mortgages by 45 basis points, nearly double the Reserve Bank's recent 25-basis-point  increase? Or did it misjudge the reaction?

When it comes to interest rate rises, banks follow a well-worn path. The Reserve Bank raises rates, banks respond  by reviewing their mortgage rates in light of the changes.

 

    Generally, one of the braver banks flags  its rate  increase the next day and the others quickly fall into line.

Privately, Westpac feels frustrated by the lack of industry support.  One rival executive  described the situation as the other banks "simply holding back and hanging them out to dry".

But it was the way  the rate rise call was made and Westpac's  response that  reflect on  Kelly's marketing and public relations skills, which up until now have been largely unflawed.

The announcement fell on the same day it launched a marketing campaign telling customers  the bank manager is back.

Coincidently, the announcement came as a political drama was unfolding in Canberra, but Westpac denies it was attempting to use the Liberal leadership battle as a cover for its rate rise. It followed the day after a meeting with a delegation of welfare groups to discuss financial hardship in the community.

Kelly's  appearance on Monday - six days after the initial announcement - at an investor briefing only poured oil on the fire, when she  said that "no one" was going to lose their house as a result of the rate rises and that it was still her mission "to delight customers and earn all their business''.

One rival said Kelly stumbled in trying to combine the public message with that to investors. While the media had ample opportunity to ask questions, the picture the bank was attempting to sell to investors was one of improving margins.

But her comments paled into insignificance when the following day's BusinessDay revealed that  Westpac retail boss Peter Hanlon had sent out the now infamous email - an internal one that was made two months ago but was given a wider airing - that compared mortgages to banana smoothies and likened the cost of borrowing money to the cost of bananas.

The market was left second-guessing when Hanlon, who was left as the public face defending the bank's interest rate rise, was moved to a lower-profile role of heading  the lender's technology and human resources operation. While the move was months in the making, the decision to make that announcement in that week can only be counted as another error of judgment.

Things got worse  the following day when Prime Minister Kevin Rudd said Westpac should "have a long hard look at itself".

While Kelly declined to be interviewed, those who work alongside her say that despite the intense media focus, she has taken the events of the week in her stride.

Luckily for Westpac, investors also see the situation differently. While they acknowledge Westpac has poorly managed the situation, Kelly still has their support.

''What do they expect them to do? They're a business and they're not a charity. In terms of poor behaviour and the global financial crisis, it's pretty minor. There's been a lot of poor behaviour across the world," said one influential fund manager who declined to be identified.

But that support does not extend to the wider banking industry.

One executive at a rival big four bank said Westpac's missteps of the past week  might be good for short-term competitive tension, but  would be damaging for the industry.

''If one bank can do this - customers at other banks will be second-guessing their bank, thinking this could easily happen here.''

Few bankers contacted by BusinessDay were prepared to write off Kelly, despite the slip of the past week, though one did call her mishandling a "brain snap".

For his part, Commonwealth Bank chief executive Ralph Norris says he "wasn't surprised" at the backlash aimed at his rival. He points out to BusinessDay that his bank was also subject to intense criticism when  it increased interest rates by 10 basis points, even though there had been no corresponding move by the Reserve Bank. At the time, it was the first bank to raise interest rates before the downturn began.

Norris recently told BusinessDay that all banks were feeling pricing pain. Wholesale funding  and deposit costs were rocketing.  And major banks are offering rates on some  deposit accounts  that exceed mortgage rates.

"For every dollar we lend, we need another dollar we get through either a deposit or wholesale funding. You have to pay what the market dictates," Norris said.

But ultimately the greatest exposure for a bank's brand is at the pointy end - the  public. Some bank marketers say the damage to Westpac's reputation and standing with the public and Government will take  from nine to 18 months to repair, citing the NAB forex scandal as one such example.

Given all that has happened, it is fair to ask if Kelly has lost her Midas touch. Up until now,  she had been riding high. She was approaching the first anniversary of the merger between St George and Westpac, and last month delivered a solid set of results, with Westpac's retail and business banking arm growing cash profit by 9 per cent to $1.91 billion.

Westpac has been making steady gains in customer service, although the latest research from Roy Morgan shows it is beginning to lag the gains made by the big four, and in particular by  Commonwealth Bank.

Only yesterday, Brand Finance (Australia)  said the value of Westpac's portfolio of brands rose by 9.1 per cent to $6.1 billion in the most recent financial year, making it the country's second-most valuable  company brand behind Wesfarmers.

The potential damage to the Westpac brand is already being felt.

One Sydney council, Blacktown, is reviewing whether  to pull the $25 million in funds  it  has with Westpac.

Researcher Roy Morgan says the decision to supercharge its rates puts Westpac in a vulnerable situation on two counts. Its industry research director, Norman Morris, says 70 per cent of the 281,000 Westpac customers who said they intend to take out a home loan in the next year - either for a new property or refinancing - already have a relationship with an existing bank. The greatest overlap is with  Commonwealth Bank.

Given that one of the biggest barriers to switching banks is proving you are who you say you are, the fact that a large chunk of its existing  customer base has already cleared that hurdle exposes Westpac to a significant migration.

"If they don't stay competitive, then they could lose out on people entering the market as well as those people with whom they already have a relationship," says Morris. "They are the ones they don't want to lose, because they are of the highest value to the bank."

Kelly inherited a brand that Morgan brought back from the brink in the early 1990s and spent millions of dollars  putting it at the forefront of issues such as climate change and better working conditions for mothers. If Westpac under Morgan wanted you to respect it for its good corporate  citizenship, Kelly wants  her bank to be your friend.

"If there is one thing that Australians hate, then it is hypocrisy," says Adam Kilgour, head of the public relations firm CPR. "The problem they have is that they have spent a lot of money asking people to trust them and now they are abusing it. There is a huge disconnect with what they are saying they want to do and what they are actually doing."

Has  Kelly, who rarely puts a foot wrong, stepped into the quagmire that a leviathan such as Westpac  must inevitably be?

A former executive, who has  worked with Kelly at Westpac and St George,  said the sheer critical mass of a big bank  made the decision process harder.

"It's a much bigger challenge at a big organisation for that personalised touch,'' he said. ''The Westpac headquarters has thousands of people. St George you could see everyone on a few floors."

He points out that each of Westpac's business units would be the equivalent of a top 50 company in its own right, often with their own advisers and staffers.

"It's a very hard ship to change - that's one of the challenges of a big organisation.

''That's probably where Gail will get stuck. Because  their companies have been built up over 100 years - that's a lot of culture and systems to change.

"They just don't change overnight - and no matter how good you are, the bank doesn't do what you really want them to do".

August marked the zenith for the Kelly brand. She was named the world's 18th most-powerful woman by the influential Forbes magazine - outranking US first lady Michelle Obama, US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, talk show queen Oprah Winfrey and even the Queen. Now she is  being  hammered on talkback radio.

David O'Loughlin, the head of strategy at advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi, and who worked on the St George account at another agency for many years, says the past week has been  pivotal  for brand Kelly.

"The real question is this. Will her profile somehow make up for the perceived sins of the Westpac brand, or, will she be judged as 'guilty by association' by Westpac customers and the greater Australian public alike?''
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CHINA'S economic recovery is rapidly gathering momentum.
Industrial activity last month hit its highest level in more than two years and retail spending and investment also posted strong results.
Official figures released yesterday showed China's industrial output expanded by a 29-month high of 19.2 per cent last month, buoying confidence on Australian financial markets.
In further signs of improvement, retail sales rose 15.8 per cent and inflation returned for the first time in 10 months, with consumer prices rising 0.6 per cent in the year to November.
The strong figures from the world's dominant growth engine further support the prospects of a ''V-shaped'' recovery in Australia's biggest trading partner, which is tipped to play a crucial role in the next resources boom.
It also bodes well for the sharemarket, as investors are putting growing weight on the importance of China to Australia and see the world's most populous country as a proxy for Australia's prospects.
Yesterday the ASX 200 posted its only rise of the week, rising 0.6 per cent to 4635.2 points. The Australian dollar rose to US91.68c from US91.22c on Thursday.
The chief economist at Nomura, Stephen Roberts, said investors' attention on China would become more pronounced in the year ahead, as China asserted itself as the world's second-biggest economy behind the United States. ''Over the next 12 months it will decisively become the second-biggest economy in the world.''
Westpac's chief currency strategist, Robert Rennie, said the strength of China's industrial sector was particularly telling, as many in the market had been bracing for a slower month of industrial activity because of unseasonable snow.
''It suggests to us that there is still momentum within the industrial data for China,'' Mr Rennie said. ''You could argue that we are not quite at the pre-crisis levels, but we are not far away.''
Investment growth was slightly lower than in October, but still grew by 32.1 per cent over the first 11 months of the year.
Australian exporters are among the biggest beneficiaries of China's booming economy, which this year overtook Japan as the biggest export market, buying about a quarter of our exports.
Figures this week showed the current account deficit had widened more than expected in the September quarter because of slowing exports of coal and iron ore. But Mr Roberts said yesterday's industrial figures might address the slowing in exports because Chinese buyers would lower their inventories as growth surged ahead.
Economists think China's growth will be 8.5 per cent this year and could hit 10 per cent next year. Some are concerned that it will struggle to maintain this pace as the Chinese Government's 4 trillion yuan ($640 billion) stimulus fades from view.
The chief economist at CommSec, Craig James, said the figures showed Chinese authorities had been ''spectacularly successful'' at reviving the economy.
He said the strength of the Chinese economy narrowed the odds of another interest rate rise in February - an outcome the market thinks has a 75 per cent probability. In each of past three interest rate rises, the Reserve Bank board has noted the stronger-than-expected recovery in China but has not mentioned the United States.
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 RIO Tinto has sidelined its chief iron-ore negotiator as it prepares to enter into another potentially bruising round of price talks.

    Danny Goeman, Rio Tinto Iron Ore Asia's general manager of marketing, will take over as chief negotiator from Will Malaney, president of Rio Tinto Iron Ore Asia, after a disastrous round of discussions earlier this year failed to settle on a benchmark price for iron ore with China.

    Mr Goeman, a Rio veteran of nearly 20 years' service, will report to Mr Malaney, who will retain his title but ''focus exclusively on managing Asian iron-ore sales''.

    In a note to staff, Rio Tinto said the move had been made to respond to the changing nature of the iron ore market.

    ''The sales and marketing accountabilities within RTIO Asia and the iron ore group are being restructured to address the increasing complexities of the Asian market,'' the note said.

    A Rio spokesman denied that Mr Malaney had been dumped but said the role was expanding.

    ''There is really no connection here with this appointment and what has been a more issues-rich environment than usual,'' he said.

    However, in an indication that both sides could be moving towards a more conciliatory approach to iron ore negotiations, the China Daily newspaper said that Baosteel, China's leading steel maker, will resume its traditional role by heading up the Chinese side of discussions.  Baosteel was replaced as lead negotiator this year, after five years at the helm, by the China Iron and Steel Association, which presided over an intensely bitter price stand-off.

CISA refused to accept the 33 per cent price cut in iron-ore prices put forward by BHP Billiton, Brazil's Vale, and Rio, which was agreed to by Japanese, Taiwanese and South Korean steel makers, refusing to budge on its demand for a price cut of up to 45 per cent.

    Relations were further strained following the detention of Rio's iron-ore sales team, based in Shanghai, who were arrested on claims of commercial espionage and stealing state secrets.  The sales team, including Australian Stern Hu and three of his colleagues, have not yet faced trial, although Rio Tinto Iron Ore chief executive Sam Walsh said in October that those charges could soon be heard in court.

    ''There are rumours that it may be sooner rather than later, but this is really in the court's hands, we've got to let that process actually happen,'' he said.

    Rio has denied any wrongdoing on  the part of its iron ore executives.

    A pricing agreement with China, the world's biggest consumer of iron ore, one of the main ingredients used to make steel, will cover iron-ore prices from April next year until April 2011.

    Iron ore prices have rebounded from falls of between 33  and 44 per cent earlier this year.  Analysts predict that prices will rise somewhere between 10  and 30 per cent, with most settling on a 20 per cent gain on this year's contract prices.

    Talks are believed to have started with Japan and Korea but have not formally begun in China.

    In its discussions with China, Rio will be keen to smooth over any criticism directed at it over its proposed $US116 billion ($A127 billion) iron-ore joint venture with BHP, for which it walked away from a $US19.5 billion tie-in with state-owned Chinalco, only to be labelled as a ''dishonourable woman'' in the Chinese press.
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 MUNICIPAL councils that have lost millions of dollars from investments with Lehman Brothers are facing a High Court challenge from the foreign arms of the failed bank.

 Lehman sold up to $1.2 billion   worth complex derivative instruments (such as collateralised debt obligations) to councils and charities before it collapsed. Their value has since plunged.

The global parent company, Lehman Brothers Inc, and its Asian arm, were yesterday granted special leave by the High Court in Sydney to appeal against a  Federal Court decision that favoured the councils.

 In September, the Federal Court ruled that a deed of company arrangement agreed to by Lehman's creditors was void as it wrongly tried to remove the councils' right to sue other parties. Lawyers  for Lehman argue there is no blanket ban on removing this right from creditors, and courts should be able to reach a conclusion deed by deed.

The High Court is expected to hear the case, brought by Swan Council in Western Australia, in February.

The move is being watched closely in legal circles, as the Federal Court has ruled that a scheme of arrangement for collapsed broker Opes Prime could protect third parties from claims by creditors.

As well as  councils, charities, churches and other community groups  incurred multimillion-dollar losses from assets sold by Lehman and Grange Securities, which Lehman bought in 2007.

Litigation funding firm IMF Australia is paying for the legal challenge, and is considering a class against Lehman for misrepresenting the  nature of the collateralised debt obligation  investments.  CDOs were marketed as a safe investment because of  a AAA credit rating, but the contested deed offered councils between 2¢ and 13¢ in the dollar, alongside any capital gain or income from the assets.

Since creditors approved the deed in May, the value of the underlying securities linked to the CDOs has improved with the economy, lifting the return to councils.  Administrators from PPB said in September that the top recoverable value of all the CDOs on Lehman Australia's books had risen to $98.7 million, compared with $29 million in May. Under a ''low'' case, the recoverable value had risen to $59 million, from $14.1 million.
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                The Government no one deserves
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                    Last week, Kristina Keneally said she had made no promises to become Premier. This week, it was time to dole out the cabinet posts to her supporters. These included Ian Macdonald, who on Tuesday was made Lord High Master of Admiralty, Seer of all Rivers, Defender of the Faith and Serene Highness of the Baby Animals — all honours he perfectly deserves. Later in the week, he was also knighted for services to lunching.
                

            

            	
                A little trust goes a long way for parents during schoolies
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    If you survived schoolies week, raise your glass.
                

            

            	
                Poll-driven plan
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    The electoral cycle moves so quickly in Australia, hardly any time seems to pass between elections. Twenty days from now, the nation will have officially entered an election year. And we know what that means: non-stop campaigning all the way to election day.
                

            

            	
                Scare campaign may be Abbott's best chance of troubling Rudd
                 [Fri, 11 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Tony Abbott might have a chat with Andrew Peacock sometime over the summer. The new Opposition Leader's goal appears to be a 1984-type campaign, when Peacock ran a highly charged ''scare''. There were some big differences - PM Bob Hawke was off his game, the election was early - but the ''scare'' around Labor's assets test on pensions delivered seats, though it fell short of victory.
                

            

            	
                A year when the law was an ass
                 [Fri, 11 Dec 00:00]
                
                    The year is about to slam shut. Now is as good a time as any to collect our thoughts, kick back our feet on the walnut credenza and reflect on where we've been and what lies ahead.
                

            

            	
                Why not say it as it is?
                 [Fri, 11 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Do you ever wonder who's in charge of house style at radio and railway stations?
                

            

            	
                Job ads suggest worst over
                 [Fri, 11 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Is the worst already behind us? After three months in which, on face value, 100,000 jobs have been added and unemployment has fallen, there is good reason to think it is.
                

            

            	
                Quitting meat is murderous
                 [Fri, 11 Dec 00:00]
                
                    My name is Myf and I have an addiction. I haven't indulged for three months. I've been good, I really have, but I've had a little slip up. My willpower is shattered. Call Betty Ford.
I'm not hooked on any liquids or powders. I'm hooked on meat.
                

            

            	
                In Victoria, the house takes all
                 [Thu, 10 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Crown, the casino that changed Melbourne, is getting bigger. Much bigger. Under legislation that received bipartisan support in State Parliament this week, the casino will be able to expand its gaming operations by 150 tables, from 350 to 500. That is, by about 43 per cent.
                

            

            	
                Swoosh! There goes the brand
                 [Thu, 10 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Tiger Woods has always been a marketer's dream - the world's greatest golfer, handsome, wholesome. His fall from grace could cost him dearly.
                

            

            	
                Another good year in the Katz home
                 [Thu, 10 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Season's greetings! So much has happened this year and I can't wait to tell you about it.
                

            

            	
                Rebirth of a Premier? Unlikely
                 [Thu, 10 Dec 00:00]
                
                    It's only a week but already I'm over politicians who, like so many stolen Mercs in a Five Dock car yard, are instantly rebirthed the minute they make leadership.
                

            

            	
                A cause for concern
                 [Thu, 10 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Charity may have begun at home, but it seems it has gone feral.
                

            

            	
                Not in our interest
                 [Wed, 09 Dec 07:00]
                
                    Bank bashing. It's fast becoming our favourite monthly pastime.
And with good reason too, if the events of the past week are anything to go by. The ball set in motion by Westpac has well and truly been kept rolling by most of the Big Four.
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Last week, Kristina Keneally said she had made no promises to become Premier. This week, it was time to dole out the cabinet posts to her supporters. These included Ian Macdonald, who on Tuesday was made Lord High Master of Admiralty, Seer of all Rivers, Defender of the Faith and Serene Highness of the Baby Animals — all honours he perfectly deserves. Later in the week, he was also knighted for services to lunching.

Keneally had better hurry handing out the rest of the baubles to her pals. She may not have long. The NSW Labor Party chooses leaders the way Henry VIII chose wives. It is, by nature, a temporary appointment.

I argued here last week that people should take more pleasure in Sydney and stop whingeing about negative features shared with almost every big city. Some readers took this as an endorsement of the current Labor Government. Perhaps I could correct that misapprehension.

They say people deserve the government they get but no people deserve this — a perpetual-motion machine in which one leader's dumped ministers become the next leader's power base, until those dumped by the new leader in turn rise to seize back their place.

Voters have no role in the process of choosing what has turned out to be a  series of premiers. At least in Iran they pretend to have an election before  determining the leader.

What's interesting is that each leader seems to throw a positive light on his predecessor. Thus, Nathan Rees made Morris Iemma look good; Iemma made Bob Carr look good; Carr cast an excellent light on Nick Greiner;  while   Greiner's   time in office  made us all  realise how unfairly we'd judged Governor Bligh.

Still, Keneally seems a positive person. There's a rumour  she's already bought her office diary for next year, which is confidence bordering on the foolhardy. Actually, I feel sorry for her. People have already written her off. She could solve global warming, cure cancer and capture the black panther of Lithgow in hand-to-hand combat and we'd all still be yawning and saying, “Wake us up for the election.”

Ah, the election. On the other side of politics, Barry O'Farrell has shown a real commitment to policy development, so far making — let me count them ... yes, that's right — zero announcements. He's the Vicky Pollard of Australian politics, confronting every policy choice by going: “No but yeah  but no.” On the basis of what he's said so far, Barry intends to win the election and then leave for four years' holiday.

Presumably, he's too exhausted to say anything more specific. He's spent years struggling to stay atop the box filled with the wriggling mad mullahs who make up his party's right wing.

Meanwhile, much fuss has been made about the rise of Catholics — not only Kristina Keneally but also Tony Abbott. I have no problem with this, although I do feel a bit of compassion for the priests. Imagine having to sit through Tony Abbott's confession. You'd be there all week.

He'd start when he was 16, work his way up to his bad-mouthing of Bernie Banton and then blushingly mention his back-stabbing of Malcolm Turnbull.

By day three, the priest would be sound asleep as Tony got on to the mortal sins, such as appointing Nick Minchin as   shadow minister for energy and resources. I know God is all merciful but really, Nick Minchin and a portfolio crucial to climate change? This is akin to appointing David Irving as your professor of Semitic studies.

To be fair, maybe I just misheard the title and he's now shadow minister in charge of omissions trading. His new job is to battle a policy by presenting the absence of one.

At least Tony Abbott is guided by his Catholic principles and is busy encouraging chastity. Only last week, he allowed himself to be photographed naked, save for a scanty pair of budgie-smugglers. This image, burnt into the consciousness of our young, should put the lot off sex for life.

Meanwhile, Kevin Rudd becomes more sanctimonious by the minute, every day launching a fresh attack on people who in any way have a bit of fun. His lifelong mission seems to be to get people to change their lifelong patterns of behaviour — such as drinking, smoking and voting Labor.

Indeed, there may only be one good thing about the week just past — it has led to the establishment of a source of clean, green power, with the nuclear reactor called Malcolm Turnbull buzzing along merrily.

 What will happen next? Here are some predictions: Tony Abbott will do much better than people imagine by scaring the electorate over what he calls the new tax on carbon. He may even win the election. There'd be karma in this, since Labor used the same unfair  tactics when it first shot down the GST — another tax that was supposed to kill the economy and  then didn't.

And the puppet Keneally? She'll surprise us all by getting to know the ropes ... then cutting them.

 richard@richardglover.net.au
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A little trust goes a long way for parents during schoolies





December 12, 2009









If you survived schoolies week, raise your glass.

Having a child at schoolies week is enough to turn your hair white, it's enough to turn you to drink. Watching the horror images from Surfers' Paradise of our finest young people paralytic, stumbling, vomiting, and throwing punches was a terrifying ordeal for parents, even those with offspring in Byron Bay where the ribaldry was toned down a notch.

With Queensland police talking about new benchmarks for drunkenness, and calls for schoolies week to be banned, what's a parent to do?

Unless your Year 12 son or daughter is a strong-minded non-conformist, a loner, a Christian, or a super-nerd, chances are that some time soon they will pop the question. For parents whose teenagers are highly organised, or who have even a single friend of that unlikely disposition, it will happen around March; by the time the procrastinators catch on that the good accommodation goes early, it could be August or September.

But sooner or later your child will ask if they can go to schoolies. They will prevail on you to contribute the hundreds of dollars required to enable them to damage enough brain cells so as to hamper their capacity to ever earn a decent income and repay you.

As a survivor of two schoolies weeks, three years apart, I can only say the alarming television images don't tell the whole story. There's more to schoolies week than meets the eye, and much of it, it seems, is positive.

I talk as a parent whose sons returned with their thousands of dollars of dental work intact, no broken bones, or black eyes, or scurvy. They did not call for bail money and they got their bond back. Neither saw any aggression. My biggest nightmare - their drowning at an unpatrolled beach - did not eventuate. I forbade them to drive, or be driven, otherwise the prospect of a crash on the Pacific Highway would have dwarfed all other terrors.

In this they are like most of the tens of thousands of young people who survive the schoolies ritual and live to remember it as one of the high points of their lives. In a funny way, part of the schoolies script is not to disappoint parents too badly.

But parents are unlikely to ever know what their children really did at schoolies week. And would you want to? When you call them during schoolies week, they will answer in an echoing bathroom, no doubt to protect you from the sounds of raucous debauchery filling the rest of the house. They will tell you it's "good" and that yes, one of the 11 boys can cook, and no they haven't eaten any fruit or vegetables, and that they're really busy and must go.

What can be gleaned later is that the horror images fail to capture the camaraderie of shared households.

For most, it is their first time away with friends without parents hovering in the background. Even the sloths and procrastinators learn to pitch in, pool money and buy food, albeit mountains of Coco Pops; meals have to be organised or the household starves, or learns how quickly fast food eats up the beer money.

For boys especially, the shared house offers the chance to strengthen bonds of friendship that can last a lifetime. You can't share a house for a week with nine or 10 others, even in the grip of an endless card game, without conversing, and getting closer.

The group household experience, so rare these days even among university students, is a pleasure baby boomers remember fondly. For our children, this week may be all they get.

But mainly the experience of schoolies is about celebration and fun, a holiday shared with their best buddies. It is supposed to be a reward for six years of diligent study but as veteran parents can attest, even kids who barely glanced at a textbook and trashed Year 12 feel entitled to the week of "relaxation".

The binge-drinking culture that seems central to schoolies week is an inescapable worry to parents. Even knowing the television cameras are unlikely to focus on the sober or sensible, or the bored ones walking up and down the main street, parents know the pressure to drink will be insistent.

Will your child get hammered? If he or she is wont to get hammered at parties, clubs and pubs closer to home, the answer is probably yes.

Australia's drink-to-get-drunk culture is sick. It doesn't begin or end at schoolies week. And it's unlikely to change until we accept more stringent controls on alcohol advertising, sports sponsorship, licensing, and possibly raise the drinking age.

I guess some parents try to fight popular culture all along from banning television to banning schoolies week. And others are happy to see their children fit into it and belong.

You can only hope, as you let them go, that the values and common sense you tried to instil will keep them safe.

To them, schoolies is a week of fun with friends; to parents watching the nightly news, it's full of danger.

In the end it's a matter of trust, trusting them, and trusting they'll come through schoolies, and all the other perils of making the transition to adulthood.
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The electoral cycle moves so quickly in Australia, hardly any time seems to pass between elections. Twenty days from now, the nation will have officially entered an election year. And we know what that means: non-stop campaigning all the way to election day.

The Government and the Opposition both face big challenges as they plot their courses to that denouement. With the Liberals having abandoned the use of economic mechanisms to reduce carbon emissions, the onus will be on the Government to sell its cap-and-trade system to voters.

Until Tony Abbott's ascension last week, the selling of an emissions trading scheme had been only a middle-order priority. John Howard, Brendan Nelson and Malcolm Turnbull had all, during their successive stints as Liberal leader, backed such a scheme; where they differed with Labor was on the timing and the detail.

Now, Labor is out on its own, facing an Opposition that will attack the carbon pollution reduction scheme from every angle as wasteful, self-indulgent, expensive, ineffective, and making life life almost impossible for families and small business. Can Kevin Rudd stave off that onslaught and persuade a solid majority of the public to stick with him on the policy? He's never had to do that before. The three stages of Rudd's life as a senior politician have so far not included a really hard sell.

Stage one was as a foreign policy spokesman, admittedly amid the heightened atmosphere of the Iraq War but obviously not involving kitchen-table issues. Stage two was as opposition leader, in which he had to put himself as a reassuring, calm man-with-a-plan. Stage three has been as Prime Minister in crisis mode, dealing with the potential effects of the global financial crisis.

Each phase has built on the other, making Rudd a popular PM who leads a Government enjoying historically high levels of voter support.

But the lead-up to the election will require new and hitherto unseen skills from Rudd. He is going to have to be willing to lose some skin in this battle. This will involve explaining a complex policy that will transform the society, something that cannot be achieved without cost, and really bringing home the sale.

It will not be easy. It's clear now, a little more than a week since Abbott's party-room win over Turnbull, that the Coalition's political strategy is to go gonzo.

This is the only explanation for the raft of utterances and choices coming from Abbott and some of his senior people during the past week. Abbott has made some fascinating choices in putting together his frontbench. Placing the hardline rightwinger Eric Abetz in charge of workplace relations and the increasingly excitable Barnaby Joyce in the finance post are but two.

Joyce's predictions of the US and various Australian states including Queensland defaulting on their debts as part of some sort of economic Armageddon, and his bank-busting talk, will be part of a pattern under the Abbott-led Coalition. That pattern will involve the throwing out of all sorts of perspectives and hyperbolic tirades in a seemingly ad hoc manner. Abbott has already set the template. Within hours of taking over as leader, he defined the Opposition's mission simply: it will exist to oppose. It was not there to take part in the passage of legislation, he said, it was there to hold the Government to account.

Translated, that means that whatever Labor argues for, the Coalition will oppose. Whatever the Government wants to do in the Parliament, the Opposition will not co-operate.

With this as a guiding principle, it becomes a short walk to the place where the leader can, as Abbott did this week, liken the Copenhagen climate change summit to the 1938 Munich agreement that Britain and its allies made with Adolf Hitler - which he later, under questioning, dismissed as an unimportant ''throwaway line''. Abbott also described Copenhagen as a ''publicity stunt''.

Other clues to the Opposition's new approach came in Abbott's restoration of former Howard government ministers Bronwyn Bishop, Philip Ruddock and Kevin Andrews to frontbench responsibilities. At the press conference during which he announced the appointments, he acknowledged the trio's capacity to affect the political debate. ''All three of them in their own ways have been polarising but they all have a lot to contribute,'' he said.

That is an incredibly bold and unorthodox way for a man who arguably wants to be endorsed as the nation's prime minister within the next 10 months to describe three people he wants in his cabinet. Immediately before the past three changes of federal government, the key objective of each opposition was to press home a message of reassurance, of calm, of certainty. Abbott is going the other way. As of now, for example, the Coalition has no climate change policy, except that it will be the opposite of Labor's policy. The Coalition's economic policy is framed in a similar way.

Hot rhetoric, resentment, fear, and the rejection of your opponents' competence and legitimacy - which will be at the heart of the Coalition's approach to the fight with Labor - can be highly effective political tools.

But they generally work against an old scandal-racked government, not a relatively new administration that appears to still have the public's confidence. A danger for the Liberals is that they might take their own spin too seriously. Last Sunday afternoon, Liberal advisers pumped out polling place analyses from the Higgins and Bradfield byelections that ''showed'' a blue-collar swing to the Liberals.

Abbott cited these ''swings'' to the Liberals this week as evidence that he was on to something with his new direction.

The truth is that the byelections demonstrated nothing. Labor did not run and the voter numbers were down. In Higgins, the turnout was 77 per cent, compared with 93 per cent at the 2007 election - that's 68,000 voters against 83,000 two years ago. There were no swings either way.

Abbott's gonzo strategy could well be the Coalition's last best hope, given everything that's happened to the Liberals since 2007, but the Opposition Leader and his backers must know it's an approach that takes them to the election but not beyond.

Shaun Carney is associate editor. This is his last column for the year.
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Scare campaign may be Abbott's best chance of troubling Rudd
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Tony Abbott might have a chat with Andrew Peacock sometime over the summer. The new Opposition Leader's goal appears to be a 1984-type campaign, when Peacock ran a highly charged ''scare''. There were some big differences - PM Bob Hawke was off his game, the election was early - but the ''scare'' around Labor's assets test on pensions delivered seats, though it fell short of victory.

In another ''scare'' election, Labor proved a fairly deft hand in 1998 when John Howard was promising his big new GST. Howard scraped home with a minority of the vote.

Abbott, with his million and one ideas and right-wing philosophy, is a big target for Labor. But a good scare campaign requires you to put yourself in the shadows and your opponent in the spotlight. Abbott is trying to enlarge Rudd as a target, by emphasising the Coalition will be primarily opposing rather than wanting the focus on what it would do. He knows he needs alternatives, especially on climate - yesterday he was inspecting an algal sequestration plant in Townsville, talking up ''its enormous potential for reducing our emissions''. But he wants them there as badges of respectability rather than the sharp edges of his campaign.

No one thinks Abbott can win in 2010; he would be doing well if he held the line. On present polling, the Coalition faces losing many seats.

Abbott said this week: ''Obviously if you are going to win the election, you have got to secure the people who regard themselves as rusted-on Coalition voters and then you have got to reach out to the middle ground.'' One Liberal candidate reports: ''Tony has rallied the base. People feel they have a corner from which to argue their case.'' The emphasis on the nasty things Labor plans fits in with pitching to the base: the mission is to discourage these ''soft'' conservative voters, who may have been impressed by Labor's performance, from defecting.

Some Labor people look critically at this approach, saying ''elections are won in the centre''. Yes, but the challenge for the Liberals is not primarily on achieving the impossible but avoiding going so far backwards that they will be in the wilderness for aeons. So the attention to the base isn't as silly as it might sound. The problem, however, is that what might appeal to the base could alienate the mainstream - those old Howard battlers that the new leader wants to make ''Abbott's army''.

For Rudd, holding the status quo (a relatively modest Labor majority) would not be a great election result - he needs to pick up seats. Rudd has to make sure this is a long-term government, and ensure he has enough fat to do some hard things in his second term.

The vote will be in the second half of 2010, giving Rudd time to focus on Abbott's weaknesses. The Government is already charging that he has his numbers wrong on the cost of dealing with climate change. It's getting forensic as Abbott goes big picture.

Abbott is betting that by next year voters will be less into the feel-good inspirational side of climate politics and more concerned with the costs and benefits of action. Polling presents a mixed picture. People are convinced there is a problem and politicians should do something; they accept there will be a price. But as an issue, climate arguably is not quite as strong as it was. The sceptics have been getting more publicity; the cost argument could become more prominent.

How the issue goes into 2010 depends partly on whether the Copenhagen conference produces a worthwhile outcome or ends as a flop. Also, the longer the US delays its emissions trading legislation, the more the momentum in Australia will slow.

Rudd will have to work harder, and sound clearer, to sell his emissions scheme. He has already acknowledged some problems by planning new legislation, introduced in February, that will include the changes made in the deal with the Coalition. These went down with the legislation in the Senate. They put a softer face on the ETS, for example, by excluding agricultural emissions and boosting compensation.

One Labor MP says that while it is hard to measure how the emissions scheme issue is changing, ''it's not without its dangers for Labor. It won't cost the election but we'll have a bit of a fight on our hands.''

Of course, the Government has some potent material to throw back against Abbott, including that Malcolm Turnbull is pro-ETS and will vote for the legislation, and John Howard has said Rudd's scheme is much like his own.

Abbott will be able to boost his scare campaign by adding a couple of other bogies. The prospect of rising interest rates is a monty (on the other hand, yesterday's fall in unemployment again shows how protected we have been in the global downturn). Also, the sweeping Henry tax inquiry, which goes to the Government in the next few days, will be packed with proposals, some of which will be scary.

The next few months could see Abbott discredit himself by being too out there, with the Coalition remaining in the doldrums in the polls and bracing itself for a large seat loss. If, on the other hand, we see a contest, no one will be more surprised than most of the Liberal Party.

Michelle Grattan is Age political editor.
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A year when the law was an ass





December 11, 2009









The year is about to slam shut. Now is as good a time as any to collect our thoughts, kick back our feet on the walnut credenza and reflect on where we've been and what lies ahead.

The law offers rich pickings. We all exist ''under the law'', so to speak. The carefully crafted imagery is that the law is on top of us and we look up to its majesty and exquisite finery. There is much to inspire us.

The year started awkwardly, with the retirement from the High Court of Mr Justice Michael Kirby. He cut a lonely figure on the bench, as his brother and sister judges thought there was an iron-clad precedent that dictated they stay away. His Honour bravely endured wave upon wave of his nominated well-wishers praising his service to the nation and its people.

Kirby was suitably modest in his own remarks. He told of a conversation he had with a taxi driver during which he carefully explained sections 71 and 72 of the constitution and the requirement that he retire at age 70.

''There was a long pause. I waited for him to say 'But you don't look 70'. He never did … After I alighted, the driver drove off very slowly into the distance. I can swear that I saw tears streaming down his cheeks.''

That sad event was followed in swift order by an even sadder one: the imposition of a minimum two years' porridge for the former Federal Court judge and Living National Treasure, Marcus Einfeld. Lying to evade a $77 speeding fine was the root cause of the problem. Only later in the year did we learn during an appeal application against this ''excessive'' sentence that Einfeld was bipolar and that at the time he was sentenced this was undiagnosed.

In the meantime, the ''Einfeld defence'' for traffic offences has gained in popularity. The NSW Police Integrity Commission, in an inquiry known as Operation Horseshoe, has identified nine coppers, from constables to inspectors, alleged to have used false statutory declarations to evade traffic fines.

A Melbourne magistrate, Carmen Randazzo, resigned from her post after she had incorrectly named her aged father as the driver of her speeding car. No charges were laid and now Randazzo has applied to rejoin the Victorian bar.

A British barrister, John Stiles, allegedly claimed people in Mexico were driving his vehicle, clocked multiple times over the limit. Instead of having to explain himself to a court, an inquest was told this month that Stiles had shot himself on the front lawn of his home.

As a vaguely related issue, an insurance company in England did a survey which found that judges, magistrates and lawyers are more than twice as likely as hairdressers and beauticians to have driving convictions.

At the bar, affairs dragged on at a rewarding snail's pace. Endless agitation and introspection about how silks are decided has come to a crisis point in NSW, with a retired Federal Court judge, Roger Gyles, being appointed to work out whether senior counsel are specially created by God, whether it's something their mothers did to them and should whatever it is be more ''transparent''.

In February 2001 the Herald identified six Sydney barristers who had failed to pay proper amounts of tax. Stephen Archer was one of them. Between 1991 and 2002 he was made bankrupt three times, with the sole or principal creditor on each occasion being the Australian Taxation Office.

It took until last month for the wheels of justice to find him guilty of professional misconduct. Moments later the president of the NSW Bar, Tom Bathurst, informed members that ''for some years now the Bar Association has had a close working relationship with the ATO with a view to assisting members who for various reasons have difficulty meeting their tax obligations''. There's a special help line for barristers, staffed by kindly tax assistants. The lesson seems to be: the more atrocious your members' tax avoidance, the greater the kid-glove care.

It's not as though all the inspiration from the majesty of the law is confined to Australia. From overseas there is a healthy supply of motivational uplift. An inquest heard that a drunken judge, William Everard, 59, slipped on his way home from the pub in Norfolk, England, and drowned in 10 centimetres of water.

The former US attorney-general Alberto Gonzales had his evidence to the Senate judiciary committee, about the US attorney dismissal scandal, turned into an opera called The Gonzales Cantata.

Nothing quite tops the alleged flair shown by a London barrister called Marc Beaumont, who had a ''romantic and intimate love affair'' with a client. She began proceedings against him after the tryst was over, claiming, among other things, that he billed her for their time in bed together. He said be behaved with ''professional objectivity''.

And what can we divine from all this? Fortunately, a lot more of the same in 2010.

justinian@lawpress.com.au
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Why not say it as it is?
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Do you ever wonder who's in charge of house style at radio and railway stations?

At some stage last year, or maybe the year before, the man announcing trains and platforms each morning at Central seemed to change his use of basic English. He started to say: 'The train at platform 16 is your Hornsby service, first stop …''

I felt like tracking him down and telling him I had just got off my train and was leaving the station, and that while the train on platform 16 might well be heading to Hornsby, I would not be on it because it wasn't ''mine''.

No doubt the substitution of the possessive ''your'' for the rather more neutral article ''the'' is a good-hearted attempt to personalise train travel but I find it slightly irritating.

What is curious is that this modernising of language is linked to what seems an archaic, bureaucratic term - ''service''. The word suggests a world of steam trains and station staff with caps. That Sydney train travellers may not immediately equate the transport system with ''service'' is another matter.

On radio stations, recently there have been repeated short ads on ABC FM for concerts with the Canadian pianist Angela Hewitt. Halfway through the promo, the announcer refers to her as ''Angela''. What is being suggested? That the announcer knows the artist so well he is on first-name terms with her and he would like us to know this? Or that the ABC FM family of listeners is so closely linked that we all feel we're on first-name terms with Ms Hewitt?

Is Vladimir Ashkenazy now ''Vladimir''? If Herbert von Karajan came back from the dead to conduct in Australia would he be Herbert? Or even ''Herb''?

It's a matter of house or station style. Years ago it was understood the ABC had a guide for presenters on these kinds of things. Perhaps the forerunner of City Rail had one too. Do they still exist? Who updates them? Do emails go to staff to say the organisation's use of language is changing?

It would be interesting to know whether these guides, if they exist, include the reasons for changes. Then we would know someone is thinking about the public's reaction.

Brett Johnson
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Job ads suggest worst over
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Is the worst already behind us? After three months in which, on face value, 100,000 jobs have been added and unemployment has fallen, there is good reason to think it is.

Open Saturday's paper, and it is full of job ads again. Surveys suggest that three interest rate rises have done little to dent consumer or business confidence. We are Australia. The future is ours.

The Bureau of Statistics tells us that since August, employers have got us working 26 million more hours a month - almost wiping out all the losses of the past year. On the volatile seasonally adjusted numbers, 100,000 jobs have been added, 70 per cent of them full time.

Even the more reliable trend figures show 70,000 jobs added so far this financial year, 80 per cent of them in Victoria. They also show unemployment falling, if only marginally. And when unemployment starts falling, as a rule, that tells us the recession is over.

This time, the rule is probably right, but we  cannot be sure yet. There is plenty of data to show the private sector is weaker than the stimulus-swollen numbers suggest. And in September, the bureau began polling a bigger sample of households, which might have  swung the data a bit.

I would take those Victorian figures with a grain of salt. The wider economic data certainly shows Victoria ahead on some key drivers of growth. In the past year, business investment rose 6 per cent here but fell 3 per cent in the rest of Australia.

Victoria gets an outsize share of net overseas immigration and it is building a third of Australia's new housing. But the figures show retail sales are sedate, and the jobs figures at state level do jump around.

But the Saturday papers are a pretty good indication that the jobs cycle has turned. And if so, Kevin Rudd and Wayne Swan can paste them on the wall as another vindication of their decision to go big on stimulus.

There is a bill we have to pay for that stimulus. But as Treasury deputy secretary David Gruen argued this week, it is a bill worth paying, because it kept up to 200,000 people in jobs when otherwise they would have been thrown into unemployment, with all the consequences that has for their own lives and for the economy.

We couldn't have this growth without the stimulus. Turn off the stimulus, and you turn off the growth. Turning it down is a better idea.

We could take on debt when we needed to, because we had saved when we needed to. The tough part  will be to make the transition back from spending to saving. And that might have to start by the May budget.
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Quitting meat is murderous
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My name is Myf and I have an addiction. I haven't indulged for three months. I've been good, I really have, but I've had a little slip up. My willpower is shattered. Call Betty Ford.

I'm not hooked on any liquids or powders. I'm hooked on meat. But I've given it up. I don't have a great track record for giving up any of those things that are apparently damaging to our health - the booze, the coffee, the chocolate, the pasta, the cheese - so something had to go. This was a test of willpower I thought I could win. How wrong I was.

Growing up in the country, the journey from paddock to plate was not a mystery wrapped in polystyrene and cling film. I've seen an animal killed and then had the unsettling experience of seeing it served up at the dinner table. I nearly passed out the day an uncle threw fresh horse testicles out of a bucket to the dogs for their dinner. The dogs seemed to think it was Christmas.

Hearing about someone's dietary choices is about as exciting as hearing about a baby's first poo. No thanks. So I feel weird about telling people about my new way of life minus meat. There's already enough in the world to feel guilty about. It's not my job to add to that list.

After a few cheeky wines on a Friday afternoon I relaxed this policy and blurted to some friends about my no-meat regime. I could see their eyes glaze over as I explained myself.

''It's the animal's eyes, I can't do it any more,'' I said, going for an emotional response that I hoped would sell the idea.

My friends looked at me as if I'd just said Tiger Woods was a top husband. But I persisted.

I left the party full of bravado. Surely they must be impressed by my inner strength? The next morning I read a text I sent to my friends after they'd bundled me into a taxi. It read: ''After all my talk about no meat, I'd kill for a kebab.''

Clearly, after a Friday night out on the town, lamb on a spit is to me like crack is to Amy Winehouse. The smell of a kebab joint sends me batty. Fortunately, the cab driver wouldn't let me eat anything like a kebab in his cab [which is fair enough]. So I ended up doing something much, much worse.

To discover my evil nocturnal doings I rummaged through the rubbish.

The plastic wrapping that sat at the bottom of the bin gave the game away. I had made the taxi driver stop at the 7-Eleven to buy a hot chicken roll; the ultimate chicken loaf concoction that contains those mythical ''tits and lips'' lucky-dip chicken ingredients.

Even hardened meat-eaters say no to this stuff. It's on par with the smiley face strasburg you can get at the deli. You just shouldn't.

I fell off the wagon. Badly. I am officially a hypocrite.

But I can get back on that wagon I'm sure. The toughest hurdle will be Christmas Day when the meat-fest begins and the glazed ham is up for grabs. Somehow I can't see myself adding to the Christmas cheer as I watch the rest of the family indulge while I tuck into my ''tofurkey'' or a ''not dog'' in bread.

In order to beat this I must say good bye dim sims, burgers, roasts and goodbye to my favourite kebab caravan [Mr Funny Kebabs, I do love you]. I miss you already.

Let's hope we don't meet again down a dark aisle at 3am at the 7-Eleven. Maybe I should just make life easier and give up the booze? Now that would be rough.

Mys Warhursts' column appears in The Age's MelbourneLife on Fridays.
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Crown, the casino that changed Melbourne, is getting bigger. Much bigger. Under legislation that received bipartisan support in State Parliament this week, the casino will be able to expand its gaming operations by 150 tables, from 350 to 500. That is, by about 43 per cent.

Some people, especially those with shares in Crown, might regard this as a cause for celebration. Others, including people who are saddened by Victoria's growing gambling culture, will see it as a moment for mourning.

There was little public debate about this, and certainly no testing of the idea at the ballot box. Neither the Government nor the Opposition went to the previous election saying vote for us and we will make the casino much bigger.

As it happens, the parliamentary vote was taken at almost exactly the same time as a Supreme Court judge was castigating Crown over its handing of a pathologically addicted gambler, Gold Coast property developer Harry Kakavas, who managed to turn over $1.5 billion on Crown's baccarat tables between June 2005 and August 2006. At one sitting he lost $2.3 million in 28 minutes.

Crown gave Kakavas use of its private jet and allowed him to continue gambling despite his having been banned from Sydney's Star City casino - an action that is supposed to have the effect of excluding a gambler from all other casinos in Australia.

Justice David Harper found Crown knew of the exclusion order, issued by the NSW chief commissioner, but had chosen to ignore it because it was in the casino's commercial interests to have Kakavas at its tables.

The judge had this to say about Melbourne's casino: ''Crown does present itself as a world leader in responsible gambling. Its relationship with Mr Kakavas does not give one any confidence that it deserves that status.''

Despite the judicial rebuke, it has been a good week for Crown boss James Packer, courtesy of Victoria's Labor, Liberal and Nationals MPs voting for the expansion of the casino.

As a consequence - and notwithstanding the fact that the quid pro quo in the deal is that Crown will pay a higher tax rate on the take from its poker machines - Packer's business is likely to be even more profitable. More than that, he has enhanced his bankable reputation as a businessman who is able to get politicians to do his bidding, simply by putting in a phone call or arranging a private meeting.

By contrast, the reputation of many of Victoria's political leaders has been tarnished. Premier John Brumby and Opposition Leader Ted Baillieu emerge looking like hypocrites, while Gaming Minister Tony Robinson and his Opposition counterpart, Michael O'Brien, will find it hard to live down some of their contributions to this debate.

Labor in the 1990s, under opposition leader Brumby, was a concerted critic of Crown, and in particular the casino's close relationship with Jeff Kennett's government.

In 1995, for instance, Brumby issued a media statement headed ''Casino culture not the way forward for Victoria''.

When Kennett moved (successfully) to increase the number of gaming tables at Crown by 150, Brumby told Parliament that Labor ''opposes very strongly and strenuously the expansion of the casino''. He accused premier Kennett of being ''more concerned about how long someone waits to get on to a gaming table at the casino than how long Victorians wait to get hospital beds, to get on to hospital trolleys or to get ambulances''. The primary reason Labor opposed the expansion, Brumby explained, was that there had been no study of the potential social or economic impact of an extra 150 tables.

Fourteen years on, Brumby's Government announced legislation to expand the casino by another 150 tables, without doing a social or economic impact study!

Eventually the Government did commission such a study - after the Opposition demanded it. Brumby defends his modern-day stance by saying it is reasonable that the casino be allowed to expand in line with Melbourne's population growth. But he can hardly be surprised that some will say the attack dog in opposition has become the lap dog in Government.

Brumby's Gaming Minister, far from discouraging the growth of a casino culture in Victoria, demeaned himself during this saga by acting as a spruiker for Crown.

An excited Tony Robinson, in announcing his plan to expand the casino, said it would make Crown an even more enticing place. ''If people ultimately want to have the boiled sweets experience of casinos, let them go to Sydney,'' he said. ''If they want the rolled-gold, dark chocolate experience, they're going to keep coming to Melbourne, and we're going to ensure that.''

Baillieu and O'Brien, for their part, spent months criticising aspects of Labor's ''secret deal'' with Crown.

They were particularly energised when it was revealed Packer had written to and telephoned Brumby and Treasurer John Lenders weeks before the Government announced the deal. ''All it took were two phone calls from James Packer - one to the Premier, one to the Treasurer - and all of a sudden the deal could be concluded very happily,'' O'Brien told Parliament. ''Is that not extraordinary?''

Yet Baillieu and O'Brien subsequently agreed to support the legislation - after a private meeting with Packer at Crown's request in Baillieu's office!

So who's secret deal is this?

Baillieu and O'Brien are keen to point out they were able to extract from the Government a $10 million problem-gambling package, in exchange for their vote. But they are mute about their meeting with Packer.

It seems that's the way our elected representatives do business with Melbourne's monopoly casino.

Paul Austin is Age state political editor.
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Swoosh! There goes the brand
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Separated from his wife, widely viewed as a serial philanderer and a phoney, Tiger Woods is in a dark place right now and probably unable to see the light.

It was glimmering, though, last weekend in Georgia, for another shamed American sports star. NFL quarterback Michael Vick threw for a pair of touchdowns against his old side, the Atlanta Falcons. This was the same Michael Vick who was thought lost to sport just two years ago when he was jailed for animal cruelty. Vick and his associates in an illegal dog fighting syndicate dealt callously with losing and injured dogs, dispatching them variously by hanging, drowning, beating, shooting and electrocution.

If Vick can come back from such depravity, then Woods may be yet to test the limits of his fans. He has, however, lost one sponsor, with the sports drink company Gatorade revealing that it was scrapping its ''Tiger Focus'' product. Laughingly, the drink is enhanced with theanine, an amino acid found in tea that is said to reduce mental stress.
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The company insisted that its decision to drop the Tiger Woods line was made some months ago before the golfer was shown to be habitually cheating on his wife, Elin. But with 11 women said to be linked to sexual liaisons with the golf star, many more of his sponsors may look to disassociate themselves from the previously unblemished, all-round good guy.

The roll-call of extra-marital partners includes a pornographic film actress, a cocktail waitress and a nightclub hostess. At least one of the women claims to have been involved with Woods before and throughout his marriage. (As if to compound the damage, internet pranksters have digitally altered images of Woods with the ''Just Do It'' Nike slogan changed to ''Just Did Her''.)

For now, most sponsors will be sitting back, waiting to see how the revelations unfold, says Scott Davidson, a director with sports marketer Elite Sports Properties.

''The most difficult thing in the market now is how much of this is true and how do you gauge it?'' says Davidson. ''There's all kinds of things that happen to athletes, particularly when you look at the US. There are different levels. There are criminal acts. There's drug cheating. So where does infidelity sit? In reality he hasn't broken any laws and no one is trying to press charges against him.

''It's such a subjective matter - most of his key sponsors are catering to a male demographic, so has he effectively damaged his reputation, or enhanced his reputation? I don't know. It comes back to the market and what it is prepared to accept. If you were talking about a rugby player who is screwing around on his wife, it wouldn't even make the papers.''

But Woods is special. He is a black man excelling in a white man's sport, and doing so with dignity and reserve. He has won 14 major titles, second only to Jack Nicklaus.

Like Barack Obama and Colin Powell, Woods transcends race in a society in which issues of race are never far from the surface.

There is guilt by association, and then there is sports marketing which seeks acclamation by association. So what do Woods' sponsors get? A tie to, in his own words, a man who applied his family's values of hard work, ''integrity, honesty, discipline, responsibility, and fun''. Certainly the latter still seems to apply.

Also still true is that the scale of Tiger Woods Inc is unprecedented. Woods' annual earnings exceed $US100 million. Ninety per cent of his income is from endorsements from companies such as Nike, General Motors, AT&T and Gillette. Forbes magazine has suggested that his total earnings will pass $US1 billion in 2010. Against his 2007 earnings of $US115 million, the next most highly remunerated sportsperson was soccer star David Beckham, with $US65 million.

He may be the finest golfer ever to play the game, or simply the most highly remunerated, but tournament wins aside, it is his gracious demeanour that contributes to him being such valuable property.

It all started to unravel for Woods early on Friday, November 27, when he crashed his Cadillac into a fire hydrant and tree near his home. When police arrived, Woods was bleeding from facial wounds and drifting in and out of consciousness. Elin was standing nearby, clutching a golf club, reporters were told.

In the two weeks since, 11 women have been linked to Woods and Elin has moved out of their home. Woods is lying low, but in a guarded statement on his website he appeared to confirm the rumours.

''I have let my family down and I regret those transgressions with all of my heart,'' he declared. ''I have not been true to my values and the behaviour my family deserves. I am not without faults and I am far short of perfect. Although I am a well-known person and have made my career as a professional athlete, I have been dismayed to realise … what tabloid scrutiny really means. For the last week, my family and I have been hounded to expose intimate details of our personal lives. The stories in particular that physical violence played any role in the car accident were utterly false and malicious.''

If the statement left much unsaid, that was only true to form for the famously private golfer. Later there was a hint that Woods was considering unburdening himself through an appearance on Oprah Winfrey's television talk show.

According to the director of Inside Public Relations and former editor of The Age, Michael Smith, it is too soon for such a step. The public is not ready for a revelatory interview.

''I can't recall a faster or more dramatic slip down the ladder on the reputation stakes,'' says Smith. ''He was up there alongside Mother Teresa, not just for his golfing skill, but for his demeanour and the way he carried himself. And it all turned out to be a lie. What we thought he was, was a lie.

''If I were him, I would just disappear for a month. Who knows what else might come out? Now is the worst time for him to come forward. He is rattled. He is in a crisis. He should find out if he has still got a marriage: that's his number one priority, and where he positions himself with the public flows from that.''

Woods' plight is not irretrievable, says Smith, but he has a long way to make up, and he will almost certainly lose some endorsements.

Probably the closest local parallel to Woods is the Australian Test cricketer Shane Warne. Warne was fodder for British tabloids in particular, which gleefully reported allegations of serial philanderings and his practice of texting sexually explicit messages to numerous girlfriends.

Warne may have been a gifted cricketer who single-handedly revived the dying art of leg spin. But Deakin University professor of sports management David Shilbury says Warne had nowhere near as far to fall as Woods. ''Warne never projected an image that Woods is said to have projected,'' says Shilbury. ''While people were disappointed with what Warne did, has it made any difference to his commercial viability now he has retired? I wouldn't have thought so. It seems his profile has only continued to be enhanced. There was less of a clash of values with Warne. Clearly there is one here.''

Sex may not be the end of Woods' image adjustment. After his early morning traffic accident, Elin reportedly handed two pill bottles to police. One was for the sleeping pill Ambien. The other was for the powerful painkiller Vicodin. His initial admission to hospital was listed as ''overdose''.

Vicodin helps athletes play through injury, but it can be addictive. At least one high-profile NFL player has undergone treatment to be weaned off the drug.

Woods last year had reconstructive surgery on his left knee. For a time he played through the pain but was unable to disguise his discomfort. When Woods does re-emerge, he may have questions asked about those drugs as well as his extra-marital flings.

Shilbury says there will be collateral damage for Woods, with a realignment among sponsors. ''Ask different people around the world the same question about Woods, you are going to get different answers about how serious it is,'' says Shilbury.

What this will lead to is a different match of sponsors. Sponsors who were looking to link with his clean-cut image will be less keen.

''There will be a short-term hit. There's no question about that. As soon as he gets back to playing golf and winning again, there will be a bit of jockeying for new sponsors. They will be looking at a different image and there will be a different line up of sponsors in 12 months' time.''

Melbourne's recent taste of Woods' appeal came shortly before the fall, when he appeared at the JBWere-sponsored Masters at Kingston Heath in mid-November. Thousands flocked to the course, creating traffic chaos on the Nepean Highway.

The sponsor won extraordinary exposure and Woods received $3 million in appearance fees as well as winning another tournament. But there is no certainty JBWere will retain the naming rights.

Its involvement was being assessed, a company spokesman said yesterday. The sponsorship was intended as a launching of the JBWere brand, newly acquired by the National Australia Bank, and it had offered hospitality opportunities for clients.

''Tiger was not the only reason JBWere sponsored the Masters,'' the spokesman says. ''There were a number of things that made sense.''

But without him the exposure would be much diminished.

There is also the possibility that for some, Woods' transgressions make him more human, more real. Because he was so positively viewed as a model of sporting grace, he had further to fall, but that may also grant him a stronger foundation to recover. Fundamentally he was lauded because he was a gifted athlete. Everything else was value-added.

It is probably to his advantage now, Scott Davidson says, that he is not scheduled to play in the US until February. ''Everybody would say there has to be some damage because he was a very well defined property that had some values attached to it,'' says Davidson. ''Tiger Woods stood for something. That is the way he projected himself, that he stood for values.''



THE MONEY MAN

? $US1 billion - Woods' total income from all sources by 2010.

? $US840 million - Woods' income from endorsements so far.

? $US90 million - Woods' endorsement income in 2008.

? $US600 million - total sales for Nike Golf in 2007.

THE SPONSORS 

Nine-tenths of Woods' total earnings come from endorsement and sponsorship 
deals with companies such as Nike, Buick and Gillette. His official sponsors 
include:

? Nike Golf

? Gillette - in 2007, it teamed three of world's greatest sportsmen, 
Tiger Woods, Roger Federer and Thierry Henry, to plug its razors.

? Accenture - a global management consulting, technology services and 
outsourcing company.

? AT&T Inc - the communications holding company.

? EA Sports - Electronic Arts is an entertainment software 
company.

? Golf Digest - Woods writes exclusively for the golf publication.

? NetJets - trades in private jets.

? TAG Heuer- sport and prestige watches.

? TLC Laser Eye Centers.

? Upper Deck Company - sports collectibles.

With AGENCIES

Ian Munro is a senior writer.
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Another good year in the Katz home
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Dear friends and family, near and far. Yes, it's time for our annual end-of-year letter, and let me start by wishing you all a very merry Xmas - and to our Jewish friends, a happy Hanukkah! And to our Muslim friends, a pleasant Eid al-Fitr! And to our little Baha'i friend, Tony, well, we don't know what to wish you because we don't know what you celebrate - you say you believe in all faiths but that's a little vague and non-committal so we'll just wish you a nice summer break.

Well, so much has happened this year and I can't WAIT to tell you about our kerrrazzzzzzy Katz adventures! Our daughter turned 16 this year, can you believe it? She's turned into such a stunner with her heavy eyebrows and thick-framed glasses. (She really got the best of the Katz genes!) And now that she's finished year 10, she can legally leave school, so we sat her down and had that big "future-career talk'' - trying to convince her to leave immediately and do a plumber's certificate at Dandenong TAFE because separating clogged poop in a Royal Doulton will earn you more than separating conjoined twins at the Royal Children's. But she's foolish and stubborn and wants to complete her schooling, even mentioning that dreaded "I want to do something in media" line, which means she'll probably wind up at Blockbuster wiping booger prints off Kung Fu Panda 3.

And our son is now 12, and such a fine lad! This was his first year at high school and we had a heck of a time choosing a good public school for him - we were torn between the asbestos-walled one with the James Hardie Wing, and the old Dickensian Workhouse down the road that specialises in boot-blacking and millet-grinding. But in the end we decided on the local one with the enchanting Birkenau-chic ambience. And hasn't he had a ripper of a year! He got more than 95 per cent for all his subjects - all self-given, of course, because these days the kids assess their own grades and write them down on a ''rubric''. I'm not even sure there are any teachers involved.

As for my sweet beloved, what a selfless and giving person she is! For a while I've been considering getting a vasectomy but I've been a bit reluctant. (As I keep telling her, "I love you, I adore you, there is no other woman for me, there never will be, but you just never know!") Anyway, we don't have to worry about birth control any more because she went and got herself some menopause! Just for me! And it's great: sure, she's going to be hormonal and nauseous for the next five years, but I cheer her up with lots of funny jokes, asking her if she's ''on heat at the moment'', or reminding her of 3A water restrictions and how she's only allowed to have a ''half-flush". And she laughs and laughs and sometimes I have to sleep on the couch.

Now, I'm sorry to darken the tone a bit, but I just wanted to raise awareness about a male health scare I experienced this year. In September, I sliced open my nostril trying to shave my inside nose hairs with a Gillette Mach 3. So here's a warning to all my hairy-nosed male friends: pluck them, wax them or use a dedicated trimmer. It was actually extremely serious; for a while, I could pick my nose with two fingers.

Let me finish by wishing you all a wonderful 2010! And always remember that old saying: ''Dance like nobody's watching, love like you've never been hurt, sing like nobody's listening, love like it's heaven on earth.'' But maybe avoid doing the first one. I tried it at a junior footy fund-raiser dance and got glassed by an under-9 named Brayden.

Danny Katz's column appears in The Age's MelbourneLife on Thursdays.
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Rebirth of a Premier? Unlikely
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It's only a week but already I'm over politicians who, like so many stolen 
Mercs in a Five Dock car yard, are instantly rebirthed the minute they make 
leadership. A handful of Hail Marys and we're meant to believe the very sins and 
peccadilloes by which they scaled the gory heights have fallen away, leaving 
said pollie as pink and glistening in the new dawn as Paris Hilton after a peel. 
Well sure. The priest might swallow it, but that's just another reason to keep 
our frocked friends tucked safely into their little wooden boxes.

Weird though, isn't it, how in this most fly-blown of governments it's become 
the thing to trot your intellectual cred. Maybe it's the Bob Carr legacy - you 
know, all that civil war stuff designed to suggest we were in good hands while 
the state quietly rotted beneath.

Nathan Rees, you recall, came in on Paradise Lost and went out on 
ethics. In between, though, he was as wooden as a ventriloquist's dummy, and for 
all the good his IQ did us he may as well have flunked preschool. Kristina 
Kerscher Keneally, who really is a ventriloquist's dummy, reversed the order - 
ethics first, then Beelzebub - but the gist was the same.

Inside a day we were seeing her like a little gardenia in her first communion 
dress, and hearing her described as a "trained theologian" - although whether 
half a PhD would cut the mustard in many theological circles remains moot.

Also on day one (and hard on Tony Abbott's precedent) she invoked 
Catholicism's constant-cleansing principle. "Today is where we begin again," she 
told the ABC, and you can see why she might want to. But by their fruits ye 
shall know them. As ye sow, so shall ye reap, and so forth. Some things don't 
disappear when you exfoliate and KKK's decisions as planning minister will be 
with us a lot longer than she stays looking pink.

Her second press release promised to accelerate rezonings and approvals. She 
wasn't wrong. In 14 ministerial months Keneally made no fewer than 422 
determinations, mostly under the despised Part 3A legislation. Of these, three 
were refusals (including Currawong - which has since been sold anyway to the 
developers - and the Double Bay Stamford). Everything else - 419 proposals with 
more than 10,000 public submissions between them - was approved. Tick, tick, 
tick.

A sandmine today, tick. A whopping new marina tomorrow, tick. A bloody great 
office park on Tuesday, tick. She must have been ticking like a time-bomb, more 
than one major project a day, including weekends, Good Friday and Christmas.

And a sooty old time she had of it, communion dress or no, approving more 
than 30 new or expanded coalmines across the state and doubling the by-road 
capacity of the Port Kembla Coal Terminal from 5.2 million to 10 million tonnes 
per year. In Parliament Keneally defended this "streamlining" of coalmine 
approvals, saying: "The NSW economy received more than $500 million in royalties 
from mining."

I know, she never said she was green. "Social justice" is the only 
non-ecclesiastical mast to which Keneally will publicly nail her colours. Social 
justice is her core personal belief and core political commitment. Clearly, too, 
it guided her planning ministry.

Social justice for whom? Well, for all those poor developers wearied and worn 
down by debate and public outcry. For Stockland ($131,000 donated to the ALP), 
with their $200 million takeover of sweet little Vincentia. For Star City Casino 
($380,000 to the ALP), with its jagged new 300-room hotel and 550 extra car 
spaces in the heart of Pyrmont's heritage precinct. And for the Pitt Town 
developer Keith Johnson ($440,000 to the ALP), with his $108 million mixed-use 
marina-with-heliport at Lake Macquarie. Tick, tick, tick.

Justice for Lend Lease, with its 800 new Darling Harbour car spaces (just 
what the city needs, more cars). For Jose de la Vega's $400 million office park, 
spot-zoned by Keneally on prime agricultural land at Albion Park. For supporters 
(like gun activist Lisa Milat, sister-in-law of Ivan) of the 1000-hectare 
Southern Highlands Shooting Complex in conservation forest. And for the RTA, 
with its wilful and wasteful Iron Cove Bridge duplication. Tick, tick, tick.

Justice too for those mega-mall developers heartsore from having to disprove 
economic harm to local shops. Keneally's draft centres policy promises to remove 
such protections, to ease spot-rezoning - as peddled by our friendly Urban Task 
Force - and to deliver "merit approvals" (code for flexibility, as in bending 
over backwards).

You can't help feeling her mental model for NSW is something like her home 
town, Toledo, Ohio, where edge cities are rampant, all transport is road 
transport and even the malls are dying from excess competition. Keneally's 
preferment was a dark day for feminism, since no one's pretending she got there 
under her own steam.

But developer donations are just the visible tip of the problem. If, with her 
legendary cleaning skills, KKK can thoroughly disinfect this putrid state, 
dispelling its now international taint (to wit, Francesco Forgione's fingering 
in Rome last week of Five Dock as a top Mafia money laundry) then, like the Wise 
Men, we'll all attend the rebirth.
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A cause for concern





December 10, 2009









Charity may have begun at home, but it seems it has gone feral.

You can't walk the streets without being asked to buy a badge, silly facial adornment, stuffed toy or some other junk that shows you care. Every day seems to have been claimed by some charity or other, and whether it's thongs for thyroids or pole dancing for polar bears, the strategies for getting our attention are becoming more ridiculous.

There was a time when these activities had some (non-alliterative) connection to the cause. Sleeping rough for the homeless and fasting for famine relief make sense and might even give participants some insight into the plight of the less fortunate. I assume, of course, that those fasting do give up food, not just the use of social-networking gadgets that those in the Third World would gladly exchange for lunch if they had ever heard of them.

We all enjoyed the recent proliferation of creative and unusual facial hair, which drew attention to, what was it again - the dull uniformity in male grooming for 11 months of the year?

But is all this really necessary? Do we really need people to do silly things or sell us junk before we will give to a good cause? Doesn't half the money go towards co-ordinating the event or buying the trinkets?

Some clever people have taken this approach to extremes and go on exciting, and often expensive, adventure holidays in the name of charity. Don't get me wrong: if flying a plane, driving across the desert or running a long way is your thing, I have no objections. But don't ask the rest of us to believe you're doing it for charity. We know you're doing it for fun, so just admit it and pay for it yourself.

Is it really so hard to get our charitable attention? Do we have shallow pockets, or are we just shallow? Surely a good cause is reason enough to give.

I'm taking a stand. I'm going to raise awareness of the insidious trend towards ridiculous charity appeals by bothering no one and doing nothing at all for as long as possible.

If you really can't help yourself, give to a charity that's too busy doing good work to think up yet another silly fund-raising idea.

Mike Hammond
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Not in our interest





December 9, 2009
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Bank bashing. It's fast becoming our favourite monthly pastime.

And with good reason too, if the events of the past week are anything to go by. The ball set in motion by Westpac has well and truly been kept rolling by most of the Big Four.

But even more worryingly, by their subsidiaries.

The once-competitive regional banks and building societies that kept the bastards honest are now mere shadows of their former selves.

While Graeme Samuel again engages in a semi-mea culpa by confessing he might not have allowed Westpac to buy St George this year - but it was okay to do so last year - thousands of customers are the poorer.

His comments could equally apply to the once-proud Bankwest, the former British-owned giant of WA banking.

A seemingly serious challenger to big bank supremacy everywhere has fallen by the wayside under the ownership of the Commonwealth Bank.

The final insult for Bankwest customers - who have made it the biggest mortgage player in the WA market - was its decision to increase rates by 0.35 of a percentage point on Monday, 0.1 above the RBA rise.

St George was even worse, upping its variable mortgage rate by 0.39 of a percentage point.

It's not something either bank's executives would have entertained in their wildest dreams under their old ownership.
 
In Bankwest's case, back in Australian hands, all bets are off.

Some dubious late-emerging debts aside, probably the deal of 2008 for the CBA - one week later and it's likely HBOS would have kept hold as its troubles were partially soothed by the UK Government - Bankwest has become just another brand in an overcrowded marketplace.

That may well be just what the CBA wants - let it slowly slide and get rid of it altogether one day. Who wants the cost of dual brands?

Already Bankwest's east coast expansion has been halted and the competitiveness of its deposit products has been overtaken by newer operations.

The conditions imposed by Wayne Swan on the deal weren't overly onerous - the one about maintaining a head office in Perth is already enshrined in state law, and  not particularly important anyway - and it'd be little surprise to see Bankwest fade away, with the same to be said for St George.

Staff morale is not particularly high at Bankwest - a far cry from just two years ago. Then, there was a pride long since gone from most other places because employees genuinely believed they were working for an organisation that made a difference.

The bank's products were national market leaders in just about every department. Some remnants remain so. Most now are just another mediocre offering.

Opinion polls and countless other surveys tell us many Australians want an alternative to the Big Four. Problem is, when viable others come along, they are swallowed up at the earliest opportunity.

Our regulators allow it to happen, believing in the tooth fairy-promises of the big boys as they do so.

Meanwhile, the search for "a better deal" (geddit?) goes on. In my case, through several institutions looking for a permanent home. I quit Bankwest in disgust after the CBA deal was announced, fearing what has come to pass.

I've finally settled my business elsewhere. And am hoping against hope that the latest home doesn't get swallowed up by one of the moronic majors.

But I'm not holding my breath.   
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A brave move to Hollywood is paying off for Avatar star Sam
Worthington.
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[bookmark: contentSwap1]The film had everything and its star had nothing.
Science-fiction action movie Avatar had the finest
technology its director could imagine. That director was one of the
few in the world a studio would back to the tune of half a billion
dollars.

Watch
the Avatar trailer

Avatar, which will hit the screen in Australia from this
Thursday, is the result of three massive bets, by a studio, a
director and an Australian actor.

The $500 million wager - a reported $320 million in production,
another $150 million in marketing - was made by 20th Century Fox
and its production partners.

It is a bet on director James Cameron: Canadian-born but pure
Hollywood, mercurial, single-minded and notably egotistic but also
blessed with a touch even Midas would envy. As the creator of the
Terminator movie franchise and reinventor of Titanic,
the global box-office record holder with takings of $1.8 billion,
Cameron has earnt a swag of Oscars. Avatar is the first film
he has directed in a dozen years.

Cameron, in turn, has staked his reputation on groundbreaking
technology, including camera systems he has developed himself, and
a then-unknown Australian actor, Sam Worthington.

Worthington plays Jake Sully, a paralysed and embittered
ex-Marine recruited to join a force invading a distant moon,
Pandora, where he will be transformed into a hybrid alien. The
force wants to mine the planet for a precious mineral that sells on
Earth for $20 million a kilogram. Pandora's inhabitants, the Na'vi,
are not inclined to take part in a joint venture. In this story,
the humans are the aliens.

Worthington's Sully is one of those required to change their
minds. He is genetically engineered by Dr Grace Augustine
(Sigourney Weaver) to become an ''avatar'', three metres tall,
blue-skinned and mobile once again.

Zoe Saldana plays Neytiri, one of the indigenous inhabitants and
Sully's eventual romantic interest as he goes native.

Brief screenings of parts of the movie have shown the effects
are as intrinsic to the story as any of the characters. Through a
process Cameron describes as ''emotion capture'', the
computer-generated images of the actors' facial expressions are
rendered more lifelike. One of the main innovations directly
responsible for this is a small, inward-facing camera mounted on a
helmet worn by each character. Facial gestures and even eye
movements can be tracked and fed into the composite image.

[bookmark: contentSwap2]
''Sam and I were little guinea pigs, at first,'' Saldana says.
''We were scanned every three weeks. They needed microscopic
analysis of our skins, because even that, Jim [Cameron] wanted to
replicate. It wasn't just capturing the motions, it was capturing
the emotions.

''There was nothing about the way we shot this film that was
traditional. It freaked us all out.''

Weaver, who worked with Cameron on the acclaimed Alien
sequel, Aliens, says she had one prevailing thought after
she was given the Avatar script.

''How is he going to do this at all? How are you going to create
a world where there are floating mountains and all these creatures
and this whole other environment and this whole other humanoid
race?''

To begin with, ''an old-school tough guy,'' Cameron has said.
Which was Sam Worthington's cue.

Perth-born and raised, Worthington followed his heart to a NIDA
audition.

''Travelling around Australia, met a girl, whaddya do?'' he
recalls. ''She said, 'I want to go to drama school, can you
audition with me to cheer me along.' So I did, with no intention of
being an actor. She got up, thought she was amazing, I'm going
yeahhh! … I got up, my turn, mutter mutter mutter, crap crap
crap, and they went: 'Hang on a minute, keep going.'''

Worthington's performance portfolio steadily expanded, from
single-episode appearances in JAG and Blue Heelers to
sustained roles in Love My Way and The Surgeon.

Despite an AFI-award winning performance in Somersault in
2004 and a starring role in Geoffrey Wright's remake of
Macbeth, both of which established him as a viable film
actor, Worthington remained uncertain about his direction.

''I had kinda hit a glass ceiling in Australia with regards to
my career,'' he says. ''I'd just turned 30 and that's a big move
for any man - you kind of assess where your life's at and was it
really where I wanted it to be.

''I was at the point of, 'My work's suffering because I'm not
getting brave. I'm still struggling to figure out who I am and what
I want, what relationships are, let alone what the f--- I'm doing
in my job.'''

Worthington sold up and downsized, humbled somewhat by the
proceeds from the sale of his life's accumulation - $2000.

It was equal parts reinvention and a bet on his future, in the
only place where a gamble of that nature could pay off.

The breakthrough came at the first meeting with Cameron -
''Jim'' - in early 2007. Worthington sensed a kindred spirit who
would respond to some newfound assertiveness.

[bookmark: contentSwap3]
''So when Jim called me, I went with him and I said: 'Mate, I've
sold everything. I've got two bags - a bag of books and a bag of
clothes.

'''You're auditioning me, granted, but I'm also seeing if I want
to be along on this journey with you. So let's work
together.'''

In terms of strict chronology, Avatar is not
Worthington's breakthrough role. That came earlier this year with
his place on the underbill to Christian Bale in Terminator
Salvation. But the approach from Cameron was in early 2007,
when he was relatively unknown in Hollywood.

Worthington drew on a variety of inspirations to convey himself
into the wheelchair-bound body of an ex-Marine and thence into the
otherworldly hybrid Na'vi. Not the least of them was his then
seven-year-old nephew, Ridley.

The essence of Jake Sully, Worthington says, is bravery but also
of ''wonderment and of being a petulant, smart-arse kid.

''I thought to play it like Ridley is a smart way in, because it
balances with my bravery. At seven years old he rules the world.
You cannot tell a seven-year-old what to do. He'll run around naked
and we'll all laugh. If I did that I'd get arrested.''

The week before Christmas will be an especially intense time in
Hollywood, probably at the Cameron residence in Malibu, maybe even
for Worthington, as all await the box-office judgment of
Avatar.

Cameron and his production company, Lightstorm Entertainment,
have chosen to think optimistically and are already planning a
sequel, although this was not supposed to be public knowledge.

Just as Worthington let slip that he had indeed signed for three
Avatar films, the hotel room phone rang.

''That's Jim now,'' Worthington laughs, ''telling me off for
answering the damn question.''

AVATAR

Director James Cameron Stars Sam Worthington, Zoe
Saldana, Sigourney Weaver Rated M. Opens Thursday.
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Australia is being used to test the waters, writes Anne Davies in
Washington.
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[bookmark: contentSwap1]Nothing fuels American cable television like the disappearance
of a child or a young white woman.

The sensational Caylee Anthony case - and the role of the TV
presenter Nancy Grace as an on-air advocate for victims' rights -
has become the plot of Tot Mom, a play by the Oscar-winning
Hollywood director Steven Soderbergh, which premieres at the Sydney
Theatre Company's Wharf 1 this month.

The decision to stage a play based on a murder of a child
Australians know little about appears to be partly an exercise in
testing the waters of public opinion - as well as waiting for the
next wave of publicity that will accompany the trial in Florida
next year.

The disappearance of Caylee Anthony, 2, of Florida, about June 9
last year has been one of the biggest media and legal sensations
since the 0.J. Simpson murder trial. It had all the makings of a
mystery: a young mother, Casey Anthony, who inexplicably only
reported her child missing a month after she was last seen; an
alleged nanny who was never located; grandparents torn between
their own child and a missing grandchild; foul smells from the boot
of Casey's car; a bounty hunter who claimed the child was
kidnapped; and - three months later - murder charges against the
mother.

Unlike Australia, where contempt laws severely limit reporting
beyond the official court process once a person is charged,
Caylee's case became a nightly parade of colourful characters -
even suspects - across the TV screens of the US.

When the remains of Caylee's tiny body were found six months
later by a meter reader in snake-infested flooded woodlands just a
few hundred metres from the Anthony house it was covered live for
hours, helicopters hovering as officers waded into the swamp.

No one has been more prominent in pushing the story of Caylee
into the public eye than Nancy Grace, the prime-time presenter on
the CNN sister network, HLN, formerly known as Headline News.

On the Thursday when Caylee's body was found, Grace's show rode
the news to a ratings record, snaring the No.1 spot in the 25-54
age group with more than 1 million viewers and smashing its rival
Fox News.

Soderbergh's play, which uses transcripts of Grace's shows as
well as court and police records, is said to be as much about
Grace's crusade as it is about Caylee.

A CNN spokeswoman said the anchor was not commenting on the
play, though her website says proudly that Grace's crusade for
justice for Caylee "transformed the case from a tragic story into a
24-hour news spectacle".

[bookmark: contentSwap2]
Not everyone agrees that was a public good.

This week a Harvard associate professor of psychiatry, Dr Harold
Bursztajn, filed a report in a wrongful death case that has been
brought against Grace, alleging that her relentless questioning of
another Florida mother three years ago contributed to the woman's
suicide.

Melinda Duckett was being investigated about the disappearance
of her son, Trenton, 2. After weeks of nightly coverage "with a
highly accusatory tone", Duckett phoned into Grace's show, only to
be grilled. The next day Ducket shot herself in the head. The child
has not been found, and Duckett remains the only suspect.

Grace, 50, has been passionate about victims' rights all her
adult life. She had intended to become an English professor until
her fiance was murdered while she was at college, prompting her to
enroll in law school and become a prosecutor and an outspoken
advocate of victims' rights.

As a prosecutor she was highly controversial, and the book she
wrote years after the murder, though a bestseller, was
controversial, too. The New York Observer, in a long
article, checked the claims in the book and concluded that Grace
had substantially embroidered events to make them more
sensational.

So far Tot Mom has not caused much of a ripple in the
mainstream US media. Most qualms on blogs seem to be about whether
either Casey Anthony or Nancy Grace will benefit financially,
rather than about the impact on the trial or the issues of taste
raised by writing a play about a dead child.

Thomas Julin, a partner at Hunton & Williams and the
chairman of the Florida bar's panel on media law, said all aspects
of the trial could be covered by the media.

Casey Anthony was reported in the tabloid National
Enquirer to be furious about the play.

"Are you [expletive] kidding me?'' she is reported to have said
to a fellow inmate.

"You get my [expletive] lawyer now.''

Tot Mom opens at Wharf 1 on December 23.
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THE blast of more than a dozen saxophones on a Macquarie Street
balcony yesterday gave a taste of things to come at Festival First
Night.

Placing attractions up high so they can be viewed more easily
from crowds and creating a freer flow of people that avoids the
bottlenecks of Sydney Festival's opening party last year are among
the aims of the night's incoming director, Nigel Jamieson, who is
moving its focus from music to a more theatrical feel.

''There is that amazing program of stunning bands around the
city … but what we wanted also to do was make the whole city
the stage, so it's not just about sitting down at a good concert,
it's about walking in your city,'' he said yesterday.

''The cars are banished. We've got unexpected performances
happening on rooftops and on balconies and up in the sky and
hanging off trapezes, and shadow shows projected across the
skyline.''

The festival's new director, Lindy Hume, said the night on
January 9 had a sense of ''looking up and around''. Continually
surprising was the aim.

Jamieson's program across five main sites, fully unveiled
yesterday, aims to keep people wandering comfortably from one place
to another amid expectations that at least as many people will turn
up as the 250,000 of official estimates last year. All events are
free.

Gone will be stages that hampered the flow and in their place
will be attractions that encourage watching and moving on, such as
the five-storey circus set-up in Hyde Park and a Latin-esque
music-and-lighting blitz at Chifley Square.

Along Hyde Park's central avenue, Indian music will accompany
lasers and lights beaming onto the canopy. Some acts, such as up to
100 saxophonists led by the acclaimed Sandy Evans, who headed the
boom outside Macquarie Street's Mint at a trial run yesterday, will
move around unexpectedly from balconies and rooftops to street
corners.

''This is about the city feeling more free on the evening,
rather than less free, so we don't have particular demographics in
one area that gets too crushed,'' said Jamieson, a theatre maker
renowned for directing big-scale events. He wanted it ''even more
exciting, even safer, even more comfortable''.

Jamieson relishes having a transglobal feel permeate the night,
as well as the overall festival. ''We wanted it to be as inclusive
and as joyous as possible in terms of a whole range of
cultures.''

The State Government last month announced a further $1.75
million for the night.
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Reviewed by Jason Blake
December 8, 2009


 


ORIGINALITY and spontaneity are the lifeblood of live comedy,
which might explain why it's hard to find a pulse in this amiable,
handsomely staged homage to the wit of Peter Cook and Dudley
Moore.

Performers Shaun Micallef and Stephen Curry are fine comic
actors in their own right – more versatile than Cook and
Moore in some ways – but Good Evening struggles to
wring any juice out of a suite of 1960s-vintage sketches that
British comedy cognoscenti can recite note-for-note and newcomers
will find quaint.

The lanky, scholarly Micallef is the obvious Cook type and Curry
has something of Moore's boyishness, though they swap roles from
sketch to sketch.

Snippy interaction between routines suggests tension between the
pair that's palpably manufactured but it helps cement the night and
smooths over some of the structural clunkiness that comes with the
revue format.

Classic skits The Scriptwriter and One Leg Too Few
are energetically performed and interview-style sketches work well
(The Great Train Robbery, The Frog and Peach ).
Micallef capably reanimates aristocratic old duffer Sir Arthur
Streeb-Greebling and Curry channels early David Frost. Occasional
corpsing and the odd flubbed line often draw bigger laughs than the
scripted material.

Adam Gardnir's set is stylish and clever, harking back to the
studied grooviness of 1960s variety television and allowing for
some variety in presentation.

Moore's piano parodies are smartly played by Mark Jones, whose
lugubrious demeanour sits well in the show. His
Beethoven-meets-Colonel Bogey is one of the night's highlights, a
reminder of what an acute musical parodist Moore could be.

A tribute to Cook and Moore's Faustian comedy film
Bedazzled is less successful – it comes off like a
number from a Pet Shop Boys cover band – and without the
benefit of Moore's piercing falsetto, the duo's famous closing
number, Goodbye, is more Eric and Ernie than Pete and
Dud.
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Drama Theatre, Sydney Opera House, December 4

Until December 20
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Reviewed by Jason Blake
December 8, 2009


 


IN THREE acts set in three kitchens over three successive
Christmases, Alan Ayckbourn's vintage satire charts the rise of the
irrepressible Sidney Hopcroft against the decline of his social
"betters".

In act one, Hopcroft (Teo Gebert), a small-time property
developer, and his wife, Jane (Octavia Barron-Martin), play clumsy
hosts to pillars of the community Ronald and Marion (Barry
Langrishe and Belinda Giblin), randy architect Geoff (Mark
Owen-Taylor) and his unstable wife, Eva (Danielle Carter).

The second act takes place a year later in Geoff and Eva's
kitchen, where Eva's suicide attempts by any means available
(pills, gas oven, electrocution) are thwarted.

Ronald and Marion play host in the final act, a miserable affair
made more unbearable by a late appearance from the now high-flying
Hopcrofts. Sidney is now calling the shots and everyone must dance
– literally – to his tune.

Nearly half a century after it was written, there's no reason
why Absurd Person Singular can't still fire as a shrewd and
funny farce. Imagine a Hopcroft as a Hussein or a Ho, asserting his
entrepreneurial streak in some leafy north shore enclave. But the
director, Andrew Doyle, opts for provincial England circa 1972, and
a tatty, naffly dressed little waxwork exhibit it is.

The first act treats its audience to a feast of manic farcing,
led by Gebert's cartoonish Sidney, not so much a man out of his
depth but from another planet altogether. His wonky Welsh accent is
more of an obstacle to credulity than a marker of his outsider
status. The timing is consistently off, the rhythm of the scene
seldom apparent.

Act two finds some intermittent traction thanks to Owen-Taylor,
who sounds most of this production's few true notes as the
philandering Geoff. The slapstick element of Ayckbourn's design
isn't strikingly well staged – some of it isn't even visible
to sections of the audience – but it at least has some
cumulative effect.

Giblin shows her class in act three as Marion falls apart at the
seams, although Sidney's cruel game of musical statues only hints
at what could have been.

On the plus side, there are two intervals. Don't wait for the
second – flee and find your Christmas jollies elsewhere.




 
Did you know you could pay less than $1 a day for a subscription to the Herald? Subscribe today.
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Ensemble Theatre, December 3

Until January 16
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New attempt to tackle Skype spam





JENNA PRICE

December 10, 2009














When spam starts talking to you, you know you're in trouble.

It pops up on your screen, trying to sell you watches, Viagra and a host of other goodies  and it pretends to be your friend through Facebook and Skype.

Now the Australian Communications and Media Authority will begin a new campaign aimed at getting consumers to complain about the latest form of spam  instant messaging.

Authority spokesman Grant Symons said changes to spam had forced the regulator to widen its complaint process which had so far been focused towards breaches of the Do Not Call register and traditional email spam.

"We've split our time between telemarketing and the drive against spam,"   Mr Symons said.

But the spammers are getting smarter  and not just relying on your inbox. 

He said complaints about instant messaging in Australia had only just started (although Skype forums have complained about it in US markets for years).

 There has also been a dramatic rise in SMS spam, direct to your mobile  with penalties of more than $100,000 paid last month by Vodafone Hutchison Australia.

But Mr Symons said it would be impossible for the authority  to intervene on behalf of Australians receiving unwanted commercial calls over Skype if a Skype address was used to call the recipient. The authority could only place phone numbers on the Do Not Call Register, not Skype addresses.

He said new arrangements for complaints would aim to make reporting arrangements more public  particularly for social media infringements, such as instant messaging spam.

The head of technology, Asia-Pacific, for data protection company Sophos, Paul Ducklin, said  consumers needed to be wary of companies offering free services, such as Skype and Google.

He said the authority bore the brunt of criticism, but was dealing with spam generated outside Australia. "They are between a rock and a hard place, trying to regulate the impossible," he said.

Canberra Times









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/technology/security/new-attempt-to-tackle-skype-spam-20091210-klr8.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            




Time to defend the humble email





GORDON FARRER

December 11, 2009


Source: The Age













 The critics are right - email has its faults, but these can be dealt with. Its value in strengthening relationships and spreading information cannot be challenged.

TECHNOLOGY bods are accustomed to reading rants about the evils of  Twitter and Facebook - the usual suspects in the (anti-)social media cabal that's supposed to be undermining civilisation. Still, it was a surprise to see a piece in this newspaper on the weekend questioning the value of email.

The most vehement anti-email voice in the article was that of John Freeman, author of Shrinking the World.

Email, Freeman says, constantly demands our attention, overloads our brains and changes how our brains function. It encourages antisocial behaviour, distances us from the real world and weakens our relationships with friends and family.

Further, Freeman believes, email discourages deep thought, encourages fidgeting and in the past two decades has broken down the barrier between people's personal  and working lives. Nine-to-five has merged with leisure time so that we are expected to be always on call.

To these criticisms, defenders of technology reply that all technologies change the brain - even writing has reshaped how the brain functions.We also point out that social media helps to connect people and build relationships, especially among friends and family. And if work is impinging on your personal time, then talk to your boss.

Advances in technology have always had their opponents. The introduction of electric streetlights made for unhappy (and unemployed) lamplighters. At the beginning of the Industrial Revolution, mechanised looms upset French cottage industry workers, who threw their sabots into the machinery in protest - out of this came broken looms and the word ''sabotage''.

It's natural that some people will emphasise the downside of  technology.  But communities weigh the good against the bad and make a choice to use it or let it   die. Cars are very handy, so we continue to use them, despite the horrific road toll.

One of Freeman's more forceful complaints was that email ''has encouraged flotillas of unnecessary jabbering, making it difficult to tell signal from noise''.

This is a fair point, but humans already deal with that issue every waking moment.

The brain is designed to sort through the cacophony of sensory input that makes up the world around us. We constantly see, scan, assess, sort and identify things to determine what can be safely ignored and what requires further attention.

It isn't just our inboxes that overflow with unnecessary content; the very world around us needs to be filtered. Look around you:  how much of what you see is even vaguely relevant - let alone crucial - to what you are doing at this moment? The newspaper or screen you're reading, perhaps, but not a lot else. Most of the environment - the sounds, sights, smells and so on - is a kind of experiential spam.

Email may have its faults, but they can be dealt with. Its value cannot be challenged.

 It was the first platform that enabled true one-to-many communication and it's still the best way to disseminate large amounts of information to a broad audience. It deserves to stay.

And think about the alternative. An email-free life might seem an appealing idea until you remember how we used to share information - slowly and unreliably.

A report released yesterday by the Young Foundation on social stress, loneliness  and isolation in Britain recommends that young people and refugees be given mobile phones and internet access as part of their social welfare packages.

It argues that these   are not luxuries, but vital modern tools that enable people to engage  in society.

We  hope that includes email accounts.

 Follow this column on Twitter: untanglingweb









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/technology/technology-news/time-to-defend-the-humble-email-20091207-kfgj.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            




Facebook exposes your posts to the world





LOUISA HEARN

December 10, 2009














Facebook users may be in for a rude awakening this week following a revamp of privacy settings that prompts them to post their status updates and personal information directly to the internet for everyone to see.

The privacy overhaul, which is intended to give users more control over who sees the information they post on their personal pages, suggests users publish posts and personal information, such as work and education, to everyone, as the social networking company responds to competition from Twitter.

Facebook users will be presented with a transition tool that explains the changes and gives them an option to update their settings according to Facebook's recommendations, or to preserve their existing settings.



[image: Facebook's privacy overhaul.]
In the open ... Facebook prompts users to loosen their privacy controls. 



Facebook said the new controls, being rolling out this week,  were designed to simplify the cumbersome privacy settings that have confounded many people - which is one reason that only 15 per cent to 20 per cent of Facebook users have specified their privacy settings. 


Facebook hopes people will now get comfortable sharing even more information as notifications on the site are made public across on the internet for the first time.


Privacy advocates still worry that users will expose too much about themselves, inadvertently or not. It remains to be seen whether the shift will mean fewer surprises for people who have unintentionally shared party photos with their bosses.

“We'll be recommending that you make available to everyone a limited set of information that helps people find and connect with you, information like 'About Me' and where you work or go to school. For more sensitive information, like photos and videos in which you've been tagged and your phone number, we'll be recommending a more restrictive setting,” said Facebook product manager Ruchi Sanghyi.


As part of the changes, Facebook users will be able to select a privacy setting for each piece of content, such as photos or updates, that they share on the site - as they share it. The choices are "friends" only, "friends of friends" or "everyone", which means not just Facebook users but everyone on the internet. (The exception: minors won't be able to share their content with everyone. For people under 18, the "everyone" setting will send information to "friends of friends".)

There is also an option to customise groups of friends - such as "college buddies" - for certain kinds of updates.

Jules Polonetsky, co-chairman and director at the Future of Privacy Forum think tank in Washington, praised how this process resembles the way people decide what to share in their day-to-day lives. He said putting the controls "when you need it, right there, is far better than putting it in a 'privacy' or 'help' location" somewhere on the site.

Some privacy advocates said the overhaul would actually reduce the amount of control Facebook users have over personal data. Their lists of friends and pages they are fans of will now be easily viewable by the public, for instance.

That is troubling because "even something as seemingly innocuous as your list of friends can reveal a great deal about you", Kevin Bankston, senior staff attorney at the Electronic Frontier Foundation, wrote in a blog post. While it is still possible to hide your list of friends from the public, the setting is hard to find, which goes against Facebook's aim of simplifying the privacy settings, he noted.

"Facebook is nudging the settings toward the 'disclose everything' position. That's not fair from the privacy perspective," said Marc Rotenberg, executive director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center.

Rotenberg said his organisation was evaluating Facebook's new privacy changes to see if they were deceptive.

"Let me put it this way, right now we're taking a lot of screenshots (of Facebook)," Rotenberg said, when asked if his group might file a complaint with the US Federal Trade Commission.


Facebook is also getting rid of its geographic networks, because many of them - take "New York" or "Australia" - have become too big. There were 5.7 million people in the London network, for example.

If users were previously part of such a geographic network, this location will now be listed in their profiles under "current city".

Other networks, for schools and workplaces, are staying.

The changes have no effect on advertising on the site, said Elliot Schrage, vice-president of global communications and public policy at Facebook.

But he added that, by giving users such granular control over the content they share, Facebook is encouraging more sharing and a greater connection to the site.

"If users feel more confident with our service, they will use our service more," he said. "And the more they use our services the more benefits we derive."

- with wires
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Twitter turns iPhone into credit card reader





December 10, 2009














Twitter has branched into the market for electronic payments, unveiling a mini credit card swiper that plugs into the iPhone, at a European internet fair on Wednesday. 

Twitter's founder Jack Dorsey said the device, the "Square," aimed particularly to enable small transactions for "people like babysitters, dog walkers, golf instructors, flight instructors" to collect payment.

The small black square plugs into the phone's microphone socket, turning it into a card reader like the swipe machines widely used in US shops and restaurants. Its official launch is set for March.

"A lot of people in the world today are using plastic cards to pay people with... But receiving payments from them is very hard," he said while demonstrating the device at LeWeb, an internet forum in Paris.

"There's a number of people who are providing services, or selling something, that can't transact with credit cards today because of the complexity."

Specialist website TechCrunch reported a "feeding frenzy" of investor interest around the Square even ahead of LeWeb.

"This is a bold foray into a huge, and complicated, market: physical payments," wrote Techcrunch blogger Michael Arrington. "Square will be a huge win or it'll go out of business."

Billed as Europe's top internet fair, LeWeb was expected to draw 2000 visitors including major names such as networking site Facebook and Google plus start-ups looking for investors, its organisers said.

Some big names in "apps" -- the iPhone applications that provide everything from street maps to video games -- were also present, including the music-recognition app Shazam.

"I'm here because it's the European centre of the world today," said Laurent Nicolas, from e-commerce company Aventy, of the two-day event.

"It's a real networking place where I can meet a lot of people to, for instance, leverage our international expansion."

Dorsey, whose Twitter concept of real-time mini-blogs has become an online phenomenon since its 2006 launch, saw the recent economic slowdown as an opportunity for web entrepreneurs.

"The crisis has actually been helpful in terms of innovation for the payments industry," he said.

"There's been a clearing of the slate and people are really going down to the bare minimum and figuring out how we can actually innovate and build new things."

PayPal, a widely-used service for secure online payments, was at LeWeb touting PayPal X, a platform for complex and entirely web-based transactions. It is seeking partners to develop new applications for use on the platform.

"One of the areas we're really pushing is mobile," Paypal representative Amina Belghiti said. 

AFP
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Google sues work-from-home scammers





LOUISA HEARN

December 9, 2009
















[image: A selection of the Google work-from-home ads.]
A selection of the Google work-from-home ads. 



The Google-branded ads promised “up to $978 a day working from home”, but all job seekers got in return for their application was a recurring bill on their credit cards.

Now Google is suing Pacific WebWorks, the company alleged to have created the scam ads that have fooled thousands of job hunters into thinking they were applying for work with the internet giant.

The scam directs applicants to pay shipping and handling costs for a free kit that will show them how to make money from home with Google. Credit cards are then charged with substantial ongoing fees, while the job seeker receives nothing.

Because the logo is displayed prominently on the ads, Google claims the unaffiliated websites are misusing its trademark to deceive unsuspecting consumers, many of whom have turned to Google to lodge complaints and ask for refunds.

The lawsuit for trademark infringement, unfair business practices and cyber piracy has been lodged against Utah-based Pacific WebWorks as well as several other unnamed defendants in the US.

“Misleading ads try to take advantage of consumers in the midst of a difficult economy, and as the economic situation has worsened, the problem has only grown. As far as we can tell, thousands of people have been tricked into sending payment information and being charged hidden fees by questionable operations,” Google said.

Numerous complaints about Pacific WebWorks on a consumer watch website allege the company also used eBay's logo to trick consumers into signing on to its credit card scam.

In July the US Federal Trade Commission launched a crackdown on all scammers attempting to profit from the economic downturn.

“Thousands of people have been swindled out of millions of dollars by scammers who are exploiting the economic downturn. Their scams may promise job placement, access to free government grant money, or the chance to work at home. In fact, the scams have one thing in common – they raise people's hopes and then drive them deeper into a hole,” said David Vladeck, director of the FTC's bureau of consumer protection.

Although these kinds of scams have been around for a while, there was a spike corresponding with the recession, when people began to search much more for terms like "make money" and "online jobs", a Google spokesperson said.

Clive Hawkins, managing director of Web Marketing Workshop in Sydney said he was aware of similar work-from-home schemes operating in Australia, but these were not widespread. “These schemes have been around for years, before the internet, and the Google one is just another variation of the model.”

He said most AdWords campaigns were valid forms of advertising with editorial review processes in place to vet new search terms and adverts. 

“The websites that people may visit from these adverts need to be treated in the same way as any website. Do they look reliable, is the site a registered company or with a specific postal address and telephone number (not just a mobile), and is it making extreme claims of success or money?” he said.

Google has pledged to continue cracking down on fraudulent sites, removing scammy URLs from its index, and permanently disabling AdWords accounts that provided “a poor or harmful user experience”, regardless of whether they use Google's trademarks. 

“That said, we can't guarantee that schemes like these won't pop up, like the proverbial 'Whack-A-Mole', someplace else online — either on a different network or under a different name,” it said.









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/technology/technology-news/google-sues-ad-scammers-20091209-kizn.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

    
        Sport

        
            The top Sport headlines from The Sydney Morning Herald. For all the news, visit http://www.smh.com.au.

        

        
            	
                Stop stalling and set up commission
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Former ARL chairman Ken Arthurson can't believe the game is still waiting for an independent commission.
                

            

            	
                It's a hard life at the top
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    Let's cut to the chase on Tiger. What is the upshot, when perhaps the most famous and admired man in the world, with a billion dollars in the kick, a beautiful wife and two children, and staggering sporting achievements on his resume, turns out to be a serial adulterer setting new records in sleaze?
                

            

            	
                15 minutes not long enough at Coolum
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    WELL, Korean Min-Kyu Han had his Andy Warhol moment after presenting himself unannounced with a stunning nine-under 62 in Thursday's opening round of the Australian PGA championship at Coolum.
                

            

            	
                Irons on fire and keen to burn contenders
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    OAHU: The pecking order at Banzai Pipeline is best reflected in the living arrangements of the surfers.
                

            

            	
                Sunny stuck in traffic as Parko's grip tightens
                 [Sat, 12 Dec 00:00]
                
                    OAHU: Joel Parkinson's hold on the Triple Crown strengthened when arch rival Sunny Garcia was kicked out of the Billabong Pipeline Masters after arriving late for his heat.
                

            

        

        
            | Up one level |
        

        

    
            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
            




Stop stalling and set up commission, argues Arko





GREG PRICHARD

December 12, 2009









FORMER ARL chairman Ken Arthurson says an independent commission to run the game is ''an absolute must'' - and he can't believe that after 18 months of talks it is still yet to become a reality.
Arthurson detailed his frustration to the Herald yesterday, saying: ''It should have happened already, and the sooner it happens the better. The game has got to come under one banner - I've always said that. As a matter of fact, years ago we had it in mind at the ARL to eventually appoint an independent commission.
''That was in the early 1990s. [ARL chief executive] John Quayle and I discussed it a few times, and it was also brought up at board level. The concept had good support. But then along came the Super League war, and that changed everything. I reckon if the Super League war hadn't happened we probably would have ended up with an independent commission, but I don't want to stir up old wounds. I'm just making it clear that I support the idea.''
Arthurson, now 80 and living in retirement on the Gold Coast, said he had no problem with people with business backgrounds being appointed to the commission, but argued there had to be someone included who had proven their administrative ability within the game.
''You need the people with business acumen, of course,'' he said. ''But they must also include someone who knows the game and has been heavily involved in it. They should get a bloke like John Quayle. He knows what needs to be done and how to do it - he would be a great appointment.''
Quayle indicated during the week he would consider getting involved if News Limited and the ARL, who would choose the commissioners, wanted him.
''I'm not exactly sure who, or what, on either side, are the stumbling blocks to an agreement being reached on an independent commission,'' Arthurson said. ''But if people were quibbling over relatively minor things and procrastinating just for the sake of procrastinating then that would be ridiculous.''
Arthurson agreed that if News and the ARL did reach an agreement to stand aside, the Melbourne Storm should still be propped up financially for a few more years, at least, with the commission inheriting that responsibility from News.
''One of the things I've always said is that if we're going to get an Australia-wide competition then you can't let go of Melbourne, and if the game needs to keep giving them a hand for a while then that is reasonable,'' he said. ''If it got to the stage where it was becoming a major disadvantage to the other clubs, you might have to reconsider it, but I see them as a very important part of the game's future.''
Arthurson said he couldn't understand why there was concern from the ARL side, mostly coming from the Queensland Rugby League and something which was stretching out the negotiation period, over the future of funding of grassroots development, saying a commission would surely view it as a priority to continue.
''Grassroots development is critical to the game, because if you go cheap on that it will soon be felt at the top end,'' he said. '' … It's the same with representative football. No one in their right mind would tamper with State of Origin, because it is such a successful part of the game and brings in a lot of revenue.
''I would rather a commission was chosen and then appoint its own chairman, but if [ARL chairman] Colin Love was appointed chairman for one year as a compromise between News and the ARL, I could live with that. Making a few compromises just to get the thing off the ground shouldn't be a problem - adjustments can be made down the track.''
Asked whether, despite his age, he was ever tempted to make a comeback to some form of league administration himself, Arthurson said he was enjoying retirement.
''I would always be happy to be available as a sounding board,'' he said. ''But they are better off getting people younger than poor old 'Arko' for the day-to-day involvement. I'm interested in what happens because I care about the game.''
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It's a hard life at the top





PETER FITZSIMONS

December 12, 2009
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THE FITZ FILES

Let's cut to the chase on Tiger. What is the upshot, when perhaps the most famous and admired man in the world, with a billion dollars in the kick, a beautiful wife and two children, and staggering sporting achievements on his resume, turns out to be a serial adulterer setting new records in sleaze? A man who, to judge by fact that after just a week of revelations he is already well into the back nine of mistresses, probably has dozens more out there? Try this for a theory. I reckon he's bored out of his brain. I reckon that when you live a life like he does, where everything is catered for; when wherever you go you are fawned over; when you never have the remotest worry over finance; or have to think twice about the fact that the gutter is leaking; your kid's nappy needs changing, the washer needs fixing and it's your turn to cook dinner … you become so bored, sooooooo bored that when a woman says ''How 'bout some strange sex back in your hotel room at 2am?'' and you say ''YES! Anything, anything, just let me escape this God-forsaken sheeny-shiny corporate bubble of my life, this eternal axis of golf course/limo/hotel/private plane/limo/home/limo/corporate meeting/sponsors meeting/on and on/ and let me feel something real and different, even if they are mostly silicon.'' And you get so hooked on it, that pretty soon your minders learn to line up the women around the world, wherever you go. None of which excuses him in any way, but I reckon it's an explanation.

THE OTHER SIDE

Yes, I know I am going to catch hell from those readers who say that the whole Tiger Woods saga is not funny, and it is no one else's damn business anyway - legitimate points - but you see, it is not just Tiger involved. Can we also spare a thought for the women? The following wire service story came through late last night, just in time to make the column. WASHINGTON (The Borowitz Report) - In one of the largest mass demonstrations in recent history, over one million women claiming to have had sexual liaisons with Tiger Woods marched on Washington today. Determined to show that they are a political force to be reckoned with, the coalition of nightclub hostesses, cocktail waitresses and lingerie models stopped traffic for hours as they marched to the Capitol. Shandy Shanoyne, a 22-year-old thong publicist who had an on-again, off-again relationship with Mr Woods, said that she organised the march to demand benefits, such as health care and workmen's compensation, for the golfer's many girlfriends. ''We are sick and tired of being told to take our names off our voicemail greetings,'' she said. ''We have demands and they must be met. Quickly. Huge.'' According to Ms Shanoyne, the million or so mistresses of Mr Woods who showed up at the march are just the tip of the iceberg: ''A new girlfriend of Tiger's holds a press conference every eleven seconds.''

DREAM GIRL

Mrs TFF interviewed Andre Agassi on the Today show this week about his autobiography Open and they discussed among other things his marriage to Steffi Graf. Agassi reported that in the lead-up to his first marriage to Brooke Shields, the Hollywood actress was obsessed with having the perfect body shape for her wedding day, and so she placed on the fridge door a photo of the woman whose body she most wished to emulate. That woman was - are you way ahead of me? - Steffi Graf! ''Sometimes,'' Agassi said, ''the universe speaks to all of us, and every now and then the universe screams at us, this was one of those times. Every morning, with Brooke, there'd be a photo of Steffi on my fridge, and the universe was screaming at me. But I didn't listen, and as a result I went for a walkabout for two years.''

NO NEED TO FRET

Given that I have the attention span of a gnat on these things, I have found it hard to follow, but I gather there has been a big stink lately concerning Australia's bid to host the football World Cup in 2018 or 2022 and the fact that neither the NRL nor the AFL want to play ball, should it happen, and give up their own rights to the key stadiums. Skimming the articles once over lightly, I gather the football authorities, backed by a large chunk of the public, think this is very un-Australian of them, while the leaguies and Aussie Rules people are saying ''Yeah, well soccer is un-Australian in the first place, so get nicked!'' Or something like that. Me? I frankly think an argument along these lines is like an argument between believers as to who should be getting front-row seats for the second coming of Jesus Christ. They can argue all they like, but as it isn't going to happen anyway, there is no point in getting too excited about it all.

TEAM OF THE WEEK 

Serbia, Ghana and Germany. Australia's opponents in Group D. Can't be long before someone will call it the ''Pool of Death''.

Robert Allenby. He is the one who, you will remember, isn't Stuart Appleby, and last weekend he eschewed the Australian Open to win the Sun City Challenge and pocketed $US1.2 million ($1.3m) in the process.

Kookaburras. The Australian men's hockey team were losing 3-1 to Olympic gold medallists Germany in Melbourne at the weekend, and fought back for a 5-3 victory to secure the Champions Trophy for a record 10th time. In February they head to the World Cup in India.

Jamie Dwyer. The Queenslander was named world hockey player of the year for the third time.

Northern District Cricket Club 2nd XI. Successfully completed the greatest run chase in the 116-year history of Sydney grade cricket when they finished at 8-509 to better Sydney Uni 2nd's staggering 4-507 runs.

The Cootamundra Squash Club. Recently celebrated 50 years of squash in Coota. Over the years it has had about 2000 members, a fair effort for a town of only 6000 or so.

Pat Rafter. Beat Stefan Edberg in the final of the ATP Champions Tour event in London.

Balmain Rugby Club. Had the honour of seeing its socks take the field as the Barbarians beat the All Blacks at Twickenham when two of its players, Matt Giteau and Drew Mitchell, wore them. Not bad for a third-division club.

Tiger Woods. As more mistresses emerge, Fitzphile Michael Dillon says they should now call him Cheetah Woods. Boom-boom!

Stephanie Gilmore. The 21-year-old from Murwillumbah has just won her third consecutive surfing world championship. More importantly, she is apparently personable!

RIP Ken ''Sam'' Staples. 1929-2009. The well-loved member of the rugby community, as referee, long-time vice-president of St George Rugby Club, tireless worker for Oatley Rugby Club, tour manager and fund raiser extraordinaire, passed away this week.

WHAT THEY SAID 

John Daly on what it was like to be fat and depressed: ''Just being lazy is no fun. It [had got to the stage] of lying on the couch and looking over and seeing something on the floor, and thinking, 'I'll get it later'.'' Cue, men across Australia: you mean there's any other way?

Golfer Jesper Parnevik, who introduced Tiger Woods and wife Elin, has another jab at his former friend: ''I have lost all respect for him, primarily as a man and a father. It doesn't even feel like it matters what he has done on the golf course. My respect for him as a person is gone.''

Greg Norman when approached by a photographer last week, while in Sydney. ''You guys are all f---ing a---holes.'' Now, now, Greg.

Socceroos coach Pim Verbeek on the World Cup draw: ''Could have been better, could have been worse.'' When it comes to quotes, Pim Verbeek is to the late Jack Gibson what a desert is to a jungle, what night is to day, what dull worthiness is to legendary dry wit. Discuss.

German coach Joachim Loew shows off his Socceroos knowledge: ''Australians fear no one and nothing. The players take risks with their British-inspired attitude and have a very positive attitude.'' Who can blame him? Because of our embarrassingly anachronistic flag, he, and many, assume we are British-inspired.*

Bernard Hopkins on Roy Jones jnr's loss to Danny Green: ''Everybody knows what happens when you go over to Europe and that's why I would never go over there. And Green was in his home town.'' This is not only Hopkins's stupidity. It is that the wretched Union Jack on our flag confuses people into thinking we are a part of Britain.* Or did I just mention that?

Stuart Appleby on he and Adam Scott contending for the Australian Open: ''It was great to see us both go out there and play good today. We've both had shitty years.''

One gathers 2UE's Greg Alexander doesn't think Colin Love should head up the new NRL commission: ''I've got nothing personal against Colin, I think he's a terrific bloke. But if we're going to have an independent commission, f--- me dead, how can you have Colin Love as the chairman? You can quote me on that.''

The wisdom of Adam Freier: ''Rugby is in a recession. But we've hit rock bottom now and I think it's a recession that rugby had to have in a way; to clean out the rut.''

Greg Norman to Adam Scott when he presented him with the Australian Open trophy last Sunday: ''About bloody time.''

Tiger Woods's caddie Steve Williams says Tiger Woods had confided in him about his imbroglio: ''That's what friends are for. You support them through good and bad. It's like marriage …'' In all likelihood, thus, Woods has a dozen or so other caddies dotted around the world that he is seeing on the sly.

* Proud disclosure. TFF is now a director of Ausflag, devoted to getting a new, proud Australian flag.
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Not far away ... Robert Allenby, who lined his pockets to the tune of $1.3 million in South Africa last week, is four under after two days. Photo:  Getty Images



AUSTRALIAN PGA

WELL, Korean Min-Kyu Han had his Andy Warhol moment after presenting himself 
unannounced with a stunning nine-under 62 in Thursday's opening round of the 
Australian PGA championship at Coolum, but young Victorian Matthew Griffin might 
well be around for the longer haul.

Han started steadily enough - seven straight pars - but he was never going to 
make good his smiling boast of eight under in the second round and he slowly 
sunk to a four-over 75.

So, it was Griffin who took over the frontrunning with rounds of 67-68 - 
seven under par - for a one-shot lead over Victorians Geoff Ogilvy and Jason 
Norris, who the caddies might well dub Lazarus down the line some day, and 
Stuart Appleby, who has also come back from the dead these past couple of weeks 
after a year to forget.

But the slender yet ominous figure of Ogilvy looms large over the field. 
After all, he is the defending champion, the 2006 US Open champion and the 
leading world-ranked player - at No.14 - in the field.

Young Queenslander Bronson La'Cassie slept well on Thursday night after 
arriving at Coolum at 2am that day from the US Tour School after a quite 
eventful flight from Los Angeles that included a fault with the aircraft, the 
dumping of fuel, before heading back to LA. Not to mention lost luggage.

But, he is well in the mix with rounds of 68-69 to lie two shots adrift of 
Griffin in company with Han.

''It's really exciting. To be in the final group of a big tournament in 
Australia, it's probably been in my dreams since I was about five years old. It 
will be a lot of fun. I'll be really nervous tomorrow, I don't know how much 
sleep I'll get tonight, but the most important thing is to just enjoy it,'' 
Griffin said.

''I look back at [contemporary] guys like James Nitties and Michael Sim, 
they've got themselves into a position and over time they get better at it. I 
know I can play well enough. I'm leading after two days, so there's no reason 
why I can't win. I'll be gunning hard for that.''

There wasn't a touch of immodesty about his comments. Rather, it was just an 
honest assessment of his thoughts.

The 26-year-old Victorian has been a professional for only a year, a much 
later switch from the amateur ranks than others in recent years, and there's a 
maturity about him, no doubt developed from his nearly five years at university 
obtaining a commerce-economics degree.

Appleby professes to not keep an eye on the world rankings, but he is well 
aware he has slumped dramatically and that a victory here tomorrow would have 
his heading in the right direction. Let's just fill him in. His runner-up to 
Adam Scott in last week's Australian Open jumped him from 150th to 108th.

''It's been a lot of hard work and patience. I've displayed more patience 
than I normally do. I would have liked to have this form six months ago, but it 
has taken an extra six months to get my way through the fog,'' Appleby said.

''To use the boxing analogy, you can box and spar but until you get in the 
ring and get hit and what you think about that, and that's what golf is. You are 
constantly being hit and it doesn't bother me now, whereas before I was trying 
to avoid it.''

It was here at Coolum in 1998 that Appleby won his first four-round 
professional event, the old Coolum Classic, and what an emotional victory it was 
just months after he had lost his first wife, Renay, in the horrific accident in 
which she was crushed between two vehicles outside Waterloo Station in 
London.

After the year he's had, victory would be a delightful way to end it.

Robert Allenby, the rich kid on the block this week after his deeds in Sun 
City last weekend, mentioned on arrival here on Wednesday that, given the 
inevitable jet-lag, he would be happy to be thereabouts come the weekend and 
ready to have a real crack at a fourth PGA title.

Well, he is not far away, four under the card after rounds of 70-68, but a 
double bogey on the third hole, his 13th, momentarily took the wind from his 
sails.

''I was hoping to be maybe a couple better but that double bogey didn't help. 
It was indecision with clubs because of the wind. But, it did give me a good 
opportunity to take my clothes off,'' Allenby said.

His ball was sitting nicely in the water hazard and, just like Swede Henrik 
Stenson at Doral in the WGC-CA Championship in March and Ian Baker-Finch so many 
years before that, Allenby got his pants off. Stripped down to his white 
boxers.

But, the photo won't go around the world. Not a snapper was present - 
''That's good. I was giving him [Stenson] a lot of crap for it since he did it, 
so I'm sure he'll give me some crap now,'' Allenby said. That's pretty hard 
without the evidence, though.

Appleby, his playing partner, was asked what kind of sight it was, but he 
preferred not to comment. Perhaps in the US he would have pleaded the fifth 
amendment.

Appleby himself had a similar problem on Thursday, a hanging lie with his 
ball just inside the hazard line. Somehow he managed to strike the ball without 
toppling into the water - ''It was the first time I've hit a shot where I 
thought I was gone,'' he said modestly.

On Thursday, Allenby had water problems on the very first hole, but he didn't 
take such drastic action along the way to a bogey six. Rather, he rolled his 
trousers up over the knees.

''I did ask Langers [tournament rules boss Andrew Langford-Jones] yesterday 
if I'd taken my pants off would I get a fine, and he said 'anyone else yes, but 
you no', so I thought 'bugger it', I'm taking them off then. I checked the 
boundaries,'' Allenby said.

''I got it out of the water, I actually thought I would get it on the green, 
but I must have hit the water a bit soon, I hit a good shot, it only went two 
feet in front of me, just out of the hazard, chipped, and then missed the 
putt.''

John Daly made the cut comfortably with rounds of 71-70 in his 15th 
tournament in Australia since he first came our way in 1992, a year after he won 
the US PGA championship.
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Danger man ... Andy Irons suffered an interference call but still won his first-round heat from Marcus Hickman at the Pipeline Masters on Thursday. The three-time world champion is  out to throw a spanner in the world title race. Photo: Getty Images



OAHU: The pecking order at Banzai Pipeline is best reflected in the living arrangements of the surfers. Joel Parkinson is sharing a house with Taj Burrow so close to the reef that they're practically sleeping in four-metre tubes. But while Parkinson and Burrow reside downstairs in their palace, Andy Irons, the four-time Pipe champion, has the privilege of the penthouse suite. Standing up here on his balcony, master of all he surveys, Irons is the undisputed king of Pipe.

He's also a dangerous wildcard in Parkinson's attempt to snatch the world championship off Mick Fanning. Both Australians waited impatiently as eight hours of heats made a large dent in the draw of the Billabong Pipeline Masters on Thursday.

Seeded into round three, they are scheduled to hit the water on Friday (Saturday, Sydney time). Parkinson needs to reach the semi-finals to have any hope of a maiden world title, but he and Fanning are about to walk through a minefield of super-hyped Pipe specialists who take immeasurable pride in scalping the best surfers in the world.

Day one was a sight for sore eyes. Corduroy lines of swell pushed onto the first reef as Irons, and his equally Pipe-proficient brother Bruce, dropped into one dangerous pit after another. The feared and fearless Irons brothers have fallen off the world tour.

Their non-existent rankings means they could bob up anywhere in the draw. Either of them could face Parkinson or Fanning and with five Pipe titles between them - Andy four, Bruce one - they will fancy their chances. Neither Australian has tasted success on this miracle of a sand-covered reef.

On a side wall of the Irons-Parkinson-Burrow kingdom, Irons's wife, Lyndie, has written in black texta: ''Lyndie loves Andy.'' While she sits up on the penthouse balcony watching her man trying to claim a fifth Pipe crown, he is smitten by the thought of becoming a major player in the Parkinson-Fanning showdown. He is a friend of both the Australians, but especially close to Parkinson.

Irons, whose intent was evident when he crashed straight into Hawaii's Marcus Hickman in a full-speed collision yesterday, said: ''It's Pipe. Everyone has a dangerous draw. Surfing against Mick or Joel, I'll deal with that when I come to it. Right now I'm only in the second round and they're straight through to the third. After that we get the main seeds, we'll see how we go. I'll want to beat them as badly as I can. They'll want to beat me just as badly. Should be fun.''

A standout of the opening day was Hawaiian veteran Liam McNamara. He scored back-to-back wins over South Africa's Nathaniel Curran and Australia's Chris Davidson while riding a beat-up old orange board and wearing a helmet.

''People are going to laugh at me because I'm riding an eight-foot board, but I've been riding it here for a lot of winters,'' the 39-year-old said. ''It's the board I like best. We know what this event means for Mick and Joel but this is our Super Bowl out here. The local guys are not going to back down, believe me. They'd love to be bragging about knocking down one of the world title boys. Mick and Joel are going to have to face our best guys, our heavy hitters. It won't be easy for them, I guarantee you that.''

Andy Irons's most famous world title was secured at Pipe when he outgunned Kelly Slater in a winner-takes-all final in 2003. It was the year he famously said: ''My whole driving force right now is to take his little pretty picture and just crush it.''

When Slater lost, with Irons and his wolf pack celebrating on the beach, Slater needed to stay in the water for 30 minutes to compose himself before coming in. Under an outdoor shower, he cried. The moral to the story: Irons has won Pipe under excruciating pressure. Now he has nothing riding on the results, and given he's been on the North Shore for three months in the ideal warm-up, he's become thoroughly unpredictable and dangerous.









                This article was downloaded by calibre from http://www.smh.com.au/sport/irons-on-fire-and-keen-to-burn-contenders-20091211-kom0.html





            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            |
        

            | Next
            | Section menu
            | Main menu
            | Previous
            |
            




Sunny stuck in traffic as Parko's grip tightens





December 12, 2009











[image: Late ... Sunny Garcia.]
Late ... Sunny Garcia. Photo: Will Swanton



OAHU: Joel Parkinson's hold on the Triple Crown strengthened when arch rival Sunny Garcia was kicked out of the Billabong Pipeline Masters after arriving late for his heat. One of the most emotional and intimidating figures on the North Shore, Garcia clashed heatedly with contest director Randy Rarick, threatening to grab a singlet and surf anyway.
Initially, Garcia was furious. Eventually, he was shattered. The 2000 world champion was sitting at No.2 behind Parkinson in the prestigious Triple Crown that incorporates contests at Haleiwa, Sunset Beach and Pipe. He was made the first reserve for the draw - but no one withdrew so Garcia was out.
''Sunny Garcia, check in for your heat; Sunny Garcia, your heat has started!'' That was the message over the loudspeaker as his opponent, Australia's Nic Muscroft, entered the water. When the five-minute deadline passed, Garcia was forfeited and his replacement, fellow Hawaiian Torrey Meister, ripped Muscroft apart by 16.83 points to 8.9.
''I don't know what happened,'' Meister said. ''I expected Sunny to turn up and I was sitting on the beach getting tired watching the waves. I was literally nearly falling asleep. I couldn't get too antsy because I didn't know if I was going to get into the event, but I'm happy that I did. I guess it's kind of an advantage to get in this way, because I didn't have time to get nervous.''
Rarick said: ''Basically, Sunny failed to check in by the five-minute mark. All surfers have to abide by the five-minute mark and they know that. When he didn't do that, we had no option than replacing him with Torrey. Sunny knows the rules and he knows he's got no one to blame but himself. He said he was stuck in the terrible traffic we've had around here today. He's an emotional guy and a tremendous surfer. It's unfortunate for him. I've known Sunny a long time and there's no problem there.''
There seemed to be a problem when Garcia and Rarick left the competitors' tent to talk in private. It surprised a few onlookers that Rarick made it back alive. Garcia had cut an intimidating figure when he arrived about seven minutes from the start of his heat but as the hours passed and it became clear all avenues were closed, one of Hawaii's toughest individuals became despondent. He tucked his board under his arm and trudged off, kicking sand.
Will Swanton
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