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~ The Curse of Bell's Rectory

Kevin Clyde stepped off the”noon tula st the
snall gl vilag. He was cosciosof the cu
ous stues of the small group of villsgers hanging
around the station gossiping. Bat be knew what his
papee e was and heic o did't bther

st paiposeuly towardthe i of e
i s ol b Toand the shop b vas lockiog

"As be entered, and he bell canged bis axival, the
mérchant looked up. “Good day, st he said cheet-
filly, "What o 1 do for you?"
Briefy Clyde oulined his needs, and s he did 30,
the dealer’s’ eyes narrowed with'curiosty. Bat he
Jooked sgain et Kevin Clyde, aad something sbout
the thers fxe forbade s Guesioning. Slovly be
pulled the merchandise forvacd and piled it on the
Counter—a stout tope, 2 shovel & ganay sk, and
the punping equipment bhis custorher wished o .

The suspicion was ia the mecchant’s mind ds to
what bis strange customer was up t0, and then a8 the
orber paid, he caught 2 glimpse of the small volume
his custotie crtied

“Good loxd, man” the dealer exclaimed. “You'te
ot going ilicr the treasure ofs Blls Restory.
heres s opon it 4nd thse vho ty t0 5k
.

‘Kevin Clyde's face st fo aoger, He had loped to
R S R DO
s impossble i thi tiny village, “T1l 2%k you to
‘mind your own bosiness,” he saapped, 8 he pusbed
his money sczess the counter, “Give me my chioge,
and Tl sy good day.”

Silatly the  deler complied, and Kevin Clyde
S SRSk SO

Once oulside, Kevin. Clyde casily located fhe
apircs of the ancient rectory, and e headsd tonard
1 destination, As he walked tobeard Bells Retory,
e thought again what fuck it Tiad been that hed
Slopped a¢ the small book stand in London to waste
an'our betwedn trins, Hed come acioss the od,
‘mildewed account of Beil's Rectory, and he had been
Pidiculscly eruck by the similariy betwien is name
d that o the ancieat bandit the book told sbout.

fought e in Bals Reory. The desco there
bed graoted him sanctuagy, bet, with 3. thiefs
gratitode, Kerln coulda't bear to Jeave without 13

Ing the plates of slver he’
aight he'd decoyed the descon up to the turret o the
chich, and then had Aung him from the tower,
Clde then had packed the siver and fled, bt 8
hed maced across the grounds from the descrteds

tobi b Hod e sl omiss o
o the church bells, alering the connfryside. Erom
i bad hutried to-
, 4d those armiving it had scen
fess, stomble andfll with bis

20 legend would keep him From his goel.

‘Now Kevin Clyde stood beside the well, witchiog
the pmp ape he shggish e, He B
cited as sludge and slime came up, indicatng the
‘ell was nearly dry. As the last water was daained
avay, the pump stopped suddenly, and the s no
Sound in the aftemoon quict.

Kevin: bent. over, trying to peer dowaward ino
the et du depi. Ax he s, fo & e
2 chill wind seemed o blow over hi, ecipsing A
‘armth of the sun and mkiog the day.seem suk
denly gloomy and forcboding, The cold, scemed 1
piecce s bones. But then the fecling passed, 33
g some s prosece bl gone s v
and it scsmed to Clyde that be must bave imagines

Quickly he thiew the zope he'd purchased avee th
sile of the well. Carefully be knoked the €nd to th
‘lge of the well where 1 ledge was formed. Then
faking the shovel with him, he swung hisaself over
the ede. b

‘As Kevia ctimbed down, the stenc of the slime
covered walls eame to bimn. Once, halfway. i hs
‘et he seemed to sense the prcsence of som<on
up.above, snd he glanced back. For 2 momeat i
Scemed to him that agaios the sky, bending over th
ell and peering down st him, Was 3 man's hesd
the skin stetched tightly ovr the bony.skoll, wit
epes glesming with some mad desie.

1 sy Kevin alled. "Who's thece? What s i
you wani?”

But only his voice echosd back from the ston
wall. Thete was no othee feply. The head secoc
1 vanish even 25 he watched, and Kevin shivere
with some rameles dread.

“The whole adseiture was cusing hin © imagin
hings, he fngly decided. "Must be more caseful
e mutersd. "Now I'm tlking to ghoss!”
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