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Chapter 1

人生rénshēng南北nánběi多歧路qílù，将相xiāng神仙shénxiān，也要凡人fánrén做。百代dài兴亡xīngwáng朝复fù暮mù，江jiāng风吹倒前朝qiáncháo树。功名gōngmíng贵guì显xiǎn无凭据píngjù，费尽心机fèijìnxīnjī，总把流光误wù。浊酒zhuójiǔ三杯沉醉chénzuì去，水流shuǐliú花谢xiè知zhī何处héchù？


这几句鄙bǐ词cí，不过说人生rénshēng世上shìshàng，承chéng父母fùmǔ之zhī精jīng血xuè，秉bǐng天地tiāndì之zhī灵气língqì，生而为人wéirén。人为rénwéi万物wànwù之zhī灵líng，自zì当做dàngzuò一场刮guā目mù惊人jīngrén的事业shìyè。


虽suī不能流芳百世liúfāngbǎishì，中正zhōngzhèng纲gāng常，使人志zhì而不忘，以为君子jūnzǐ；即jí不能与世shì争光zhēngguāng，亦yì当遗臭万年yíchòuwànnián，此cǐ亦yì君子jūnzǐ小人xiǎorén之zhī两途tú也。然rán君子jūnzǐ之zhī流馨xīn，事愈yù远而人心rénxīn愈yù近；小人xiǎorén之zhī遗yí臭chòu，事虽suī近而人心rénxīn欲yù远之zhī，惟恐wéikǒng其qí稍shāo近也。君子jūnzǐ观guān之zhī，能不惊jīng然而惧jù乎hū？我于是有说。


却说前明míng正德zhèngdé间，粤yuè省琼qióng南有海hǎi璇xuán者，字玉衡yùhéng，世shì居jū琼qióng之zhī睦mù贤xián乡xiāng，离琼山qióngshān县xiàn治zhì不过数shù里。玉衡yùhéng娶qǔ缪móu氏shì，乃nǎi同tóng县xiàn缪móu廪lǐn生之zhī妹mèi也。缪móu氏shì生于诗书shīshū之zhī家，四德sìdé三从，是所稔rěn悉xī。自zì适shì海门hǎimén以来yǐlái，夫妻fūqī和顺héshùn，相敬如宾xiāngjìngrúbīn，真不愧bùkuì梁liáng鸿hóng之zhī配pèi孟mèng光也。玉衡yùhéng屡lǚ试不中，遂suì无意wúyì功名gōngmíng，终日zhōngrì在家zàijiā诗书shīshū自娱zìyú，行善xíngshàn乐施shī而已éryǐ。


又过数年shùnián，玉衡yùhéng已yǐ是四十sìshí三岁，膝下xīxià无儿。夫人fūren缪móu氏shì，每以为忧yōu，常劝quàn丈夫zhàngfu立lì妾qiè，以广guǎng子嗣zǐsì。玉衡yùhéng正色zhèngsè道：“我与你素sù行善xíngshàn事，况kuàng海hǎi氏shì祖宗zǔzōng皆jiē读dú儒rú书，历lì行阴德yīndé，今jīn我谅liàng不至zhì绝jué嗣sì，姑gū待之zhī。”缪móu氏shì道：“相公xiànggong之zhī言yán，可谓kěwèi不碍ài于理lǐ者。然rán妾qiè今年jīnnián四十sìshí，天癸tiānguǐ将止zhǐ，诞育dànyù之zhī念已yǐ灰huī，不复bùfù望弄璋zhāng、弄瓦wǎ矣yǐ。故gù劝quàn相公xiànggong立lì妾qiè者，乃是nǎishì为海hǎi氏shì祖宗zǔzōng起见qǐjiàn，相公xiànggong何故hégù不以为然bùyǐwéirán？”玉衡yùhéng笑道：“夫人fūren所知suǒzhī者，情与理lǐ也。但今jīn之zhī世shì，人心rénxīn浇jiāo薄，循xún理lǐ者少，悖bèi理lǐ者多。但见人家妻妾qīqiè满室，妒dù急纷fēn然rán。何hé者？为丈夫zhàngfu者不无bùwú偏爱piānài，本běn欲yù取乐qǔlè而反fǎn增zēng懊恼àonǎo，我不忍bùrěn见之zhī。使璇xuán命mìng果guǒ有子，夫人fūren年尚shàng壮zhuàng健jiàn，岂不qǐbù能育yù子耶yé？璇xuán如合hé绝jué嗣sì，即使姬妾jīqiè罗列luóliè，亦yì不过徒tú事酒色jiǔsè而已éryǐ，何hé益yì之zhī有？”夫人fūren看见丈夫zhàngfu如此坚执jiānzhí，也不再说。此后夫妇fūfù更加gèngjiā相爱xiāngài。玉衡yùhéng历lì行善xíngshàn事，家虽suī不丰fēng，而慷慨kāngkǎi勇yǒng任rèn。凡fán有亲友qīnyǒu邻里línlǐ稍shāo可资助zīzhù者，无不wúbù竭力jiélì为之zhī。


于是又过三年，缪móu氏shì夫人fūren年已yǐ四十sìshí三岁。一日，天忽hū大雨dàyǔ，雷电léidiàn交加jiāojiā，阴云yīnyún四起sìqǐ，暴雨bàoyǔ奔腾bēnténg。玉衡yùhéng正在书房shūfáng闲坐xiánzuò，忽hū见一物wù从上而下，恶è貌mào狰狞zhēngníng，浑身húnshēn毛片máopiàn，金光夺目duómù，奔向玉衡yùhéng书案shūàn之下zhīxià，倏忽shūhū不见bùjiàn。玉衡yùhéng知zhī是怪异guàiyì避bì劫jié，乃nǎi任rèn其qí躲藏duǒcáng，反fǎn以身障zhàng翼yì书案shūàn。少顷shǎoqǐng，雷电léidiàn之zhī光直射shè入rù书房shūfáng，向着xiàngzhe玉衡yùhéng身上射shè来。这也古怪gǔguài，那雷léi火一到玉衡yùhéng身旁便灭miè。如是rúshì者约yuē有半个bànge时辰shíchen，那雷声léishēng渐渐退tuì去，火光huǒguāng亦yì熄xī。玉衡yùhéng不胜bùshèng惊惶jīnghuáng，随suí走开zǒukāi书案shūàn。此时cǐshí天气复fù亮，雨yǔ止zhǐ雷léi收。只见zhǐjiàn那怪兽guàishòu从案àn下出来，向着xiàngzhe玉衡yùhéng作叩首kòushǒu之zhī状zhuàng。玉衡yùhéng明知míngzhī其qí故gù，乃nǎi叱chì之zhī去。那物wù出了书房shūfáng、不向外xiàngwài边，却往里面去了。玉衡yùhéng诚chéng恐kǒng夫人fūren受惊shòujīng，随即suíjí跟进gēnjìn，方至zhì内堂táng，就不见了。心中xīnzhōng好生hǎoshēng疑惑yíhuò，只是事属shǔ怪诞guàidàn，隐yǐn而不言yán。



Chapter 2

未及wèijí半月bànyuè，夫人fūren竟然癸水guǐshuǐ不至zhì。初chū时尤yóu以为年老niánlǎo当止zhǐ，三五sānwǔ月间，不觉bùjué腹fù中隆lóng然rán矣yǐ，此际cǐjì方知fāngzhī缪móu氏shì怀孕huáiyùn。玉衡yùhéng大喜dàxǐ，对缪móu氏shì道：“天庇bì善人shànrén，今日jīnrì信xìn否fǒu？”缪móu氏shì亦yì笑道：“此cǐ乃nǎi相公xiànggong福fú德dé所至zhì，妾qiè藉jí有赖yǒulài矣yǐ。”玉衡yùhéng道：“凡人fánrén好善shàn，天必bì佑yòu之zhī。况kuàng夫人fūren贞zhēn淑shū贤xián德dé，幽yōu闲xián婉wǎn静，不才bùcái亦yì拳拳quánquán好善shàn，感gǎn格gé上天shàngtiān，怜lián于海hǎi氏shì，待赐cì麟lín儿矣yǐ！”从此cóngcǐ心中xīnzhōng欢喜huānxǐ，更勇于yǒngyú为善shàn。


光阴guāngyīn迅速xùnsù，日月如梭rìyuèrúsuō，不觉bùjué将近jiāngjìn十月shíyuè，胎tāi期满qīmǎn足zú，早晚zǎowǎn就要分娩fēnmiǎn。海hǎi公预yù早雇gù了乳母rǔmǔ、稳婆wěnpó，在家zàijiā伺候cìhòu。
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一夜，海hǎi公方才fāngcái合眼héyǎn睡熟，忽hū见三人身rénshēn穿青衣qīngyī，手持chí金节jié，向前揖yī曰yuē：“奉fèng玉帝yùdì敕chì，赐cì你一子，你其qí善shàn视shì之zhī！”旋xuán有人拥yōng一怪兽guàishòu人。海hǎi公见其qí与前次避bì雷léi之zhī兽shòu无异wúyì，便问道：“既jì蒙méng玉帝yùdì赐cì子，怎么将这兽shòu物wù带来？”持chí金节jié者笑道：“你那里知道，此cǐ乃nǎi五指山wǔzhǐshān之zhī豸zhì兽shòu也，性xìng直而喜xǐ啖dàn猛虎měnghǔ，卫wèi弱ruò鸟，在山修炼xiūliàn七百余bǎiyú年，数shù当遭zāo劫jié，故gù彼bǐ曾céng避bì于君jūn家书案shūàn之下zhīxià。君jūn乃nǎi善人shànrén，神shén鬼guǐ所钦qīn，故gù雷léi火不敢近君jūn，即jí回复huífù玉yù旨zhǐ，此cǐ兽shòu因yīn君jūn得免miǎn其qí劫jié。


然rán上天shàngtiān有制zhì，凡fán羽毛苦修xiū，性xìng未wèi驯善xùnshàn，不遭zāo雷léi劫jié，即jí当过胎tāi出世chūshì，先成人chéngrén形，后归正guīzhèng果guǒ。今jīn上帝shàngdì怜lián你行善xíngshàn有功gōng，故gù特赐与cìyǔ你为之zhī。日后rìhòu光大guāngdà海hǎi氏shì门户ménhù者，诚chéng此cǐ子也。”说毕bì，将那兽shòu推到内堂táng去了。忽hū听得霹雷pīléi一声，玉衡yùhéng吃了一惊jīng，不觉bùjué醒来xǐnglái，却是quèshì南柯一梦nánkēyīmèng。忽hū见丫鬟yāhuan来报bào：“夫人fūren产下chǎnxià一位小相公xiànggong！”玉衡yùhéng闻言wényán大喜dàxǐ，正应yīng梦中mèngzhōng之zhī事。急急来到láidào房中，见婴儿yīngér已经断脐qí，包裹bāoguǒ停当tíngdang。玉衡yùhéng持chí烛zhú一看，果然guǒrán生得眉清目秀méiqīngmùxiù，心中xīnzhōng大喜dàxǐ，口中不言yán。一面安慰ānwèi妻子qīzǐ好生hǎoshēng调养tiáoyǎng，吩咐fēnfù丫鬟yāhuan们小心服侍fúshi。三朝洗儿，弥月míyuè请酒jiǔ，自不必说zìbùbìshuō。乃nǎi取名qǔmíng海瑞hǎiruì，这也不在话下bùzàihuàxià。



Chapter 3

且说qiěshuō玉衡yùhéng因yīn有了儿子，万事wànshì俱jù足zú，遂suì飘然piāorán有世shì外之zhī想，把“功名gōngmíng”二字真是置之度外zhìzhīdùwài。正是zhèngshì：有子万事wànshì足zú，无官guān一身轻。
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海hǎi公无事，以儿为乐，或到名山míngshān胜shèng境jìng去游玩yóuwán，也觉jué优游yōuyóu。


时光shíguāng易yì过，又是几年jǐnián。海瑞hǎiruì已经七岁，虽suī在孩提háití之中zhīzhōng，性xìng至zhì孝xiào友yǒu，更兼jiān资质zīzhì聪明，耿直gěngzhí无私wúsī。每与邻lín儿共gòng游yóu，饮食yǐnshí之zhī物wù，必要bìyào公同tóng分食shí。若ruò有多取者，瑞ruì必bì詈lì之zhī。玉衡yùhéng教他读书dúshū，过目guòmù辄zhé能成诵sòng。又过了三年，海瑞hǎiruì年已yǐ十岁。无书不读dú，诗词shīcí歌赋fù，靡mí有不通bùtōng。是年玉衡yùhéng一病身亡shēnwáng，海瑞hǎiruì哀痛āitòng欲绝yùjué，夫人fūren亦yì痛哭tòngkū不已bùyǐ。瑞ruì痛父fù身亡shēnwáng，未能wèinéng尽jǐn子道，意欲yìyù结庐jiélú于墓mù侧cè，少展孝xiào思sī。


夫人fūren劝阻quànzǔ曰yuē：“你虽suī性xìng至zhì孝顺xiàoshùn，但你年纪幼稚yòuzhì，郊外jiāowài无靖jìng，倘tǎng有不测bùcè，我何hé赖lài焉yān？此cǐ欲yù尽孝jìnxiào而反fǎn增zēng不孝bùxiào也。”瑞ruì闻母谕yù遂suì止zhǐ，在家zàijiā守制shǒuzhì。夫人fūren便昼夜zhòuyè令他诵读sòngdú，虽suī夏xià暑shǔ不辍bùchuò。




1) life (one's time on earth)





1) north and south

2) north to south





1) divergent path

2) (fig.) wrong path





1) appearance

2) portrait

3) picture

4) government minister

5) (physics) phase

6) (literary) to appraise (esp. by scrutinizing physical features)

7) to read sb's fortune (by physiognomy, palmistry etc)





1) Daoist immortal

2) supernatural entity

3) (in modern fiction) fairy, elf, leprechaun etc

4) fig. lighthearted person





1) ordinary person

2) mortal

3) earthling





1) to substitute

2) to act on behalf of others

3) to replace

4) generation

5) dynasty

6) age

7) period

8) (historical) era

9) (geological) eon





1) to flourish and decay

2) rise and fall





1) variant of 復|复[fu4]

2) to reply to a letter





1) evening

2) sunset





1) river

2) CL:條|条[tiao2],道[dao4]





1) the previous dynasty





1) scholarly honor (in imperial exams)

2) rank

3) achievement

4) fame

5) glory





1) expensive

2) noble

3) precious

4) (honorific) your





1) to make visible

2) to reveal

3) prominent

4) conspicuous

5) (prefix) phanero-





1) evidence





1) to rack one's brains for schemes (idiom)

2) to beat one's brains out





1) mistake

2) error

3) to miss

4) to harm

5) to delay

6) to neglect

7) mistakenly





1) unfiltered rice wine





1) to become intoxicated





1) river

2) stream





1) to thank

2) to apologize

3) (of flowers, leaves etc) to wither

4) to decline





1) to know

2) to be aware





1) whence

2) where





1) rustic

2) low

3) base

4) mean

5) to despise

6) to scorn





1) word

2) statement

3) speech

4) lyrics

5) CL:組|组[zu3],個|个[ge4]

6) a form of lyric poetry, flourishing in the Song dynasty 宋朝|宋朝[Song4 chao2]

7) CL:首[shou3]





1) on earth





1) to bear

2) to carry

3) to hold

4) to continue

5) to undertake

6) to take charge

7) owing to

8) due to

9) to receive





1) father and mother

2)  parents





1) (possessive particle, literary equivalent of 的[de5])

2) him

3) her

4) it





1) essence

2) extract

3) vitality

4) energy

5) semen

6) sperm

7) mythical goblin spirit

8) highly perfected

9) elite

10) the pick of sth

11) proficient (refined ability)

12) extremely (fine)

13) selected rice (archaic)





1) blood

2) colloquial pr. [xie3]

3) CL:滴[di1],片[pian4]





1) to grasp

2) to hold

3) to maintain





1) heaven and earth

2) world

3) scope

4) field of activity





1) spiritual influence (of mountains etc)

2) cleverness

3) ingeniousness





1) for sb

2) for others' interest





1) artificial

2) man-made

3) having human cause or origin

4) human attempt or effort





1) all things

2) all that exists





1) quick

2) alert

3) efficacious

4) effective

5) to come true

6) spirit

7) departed soul

8) coffin





1) (bound form) self

2)  oneself

3) from

4)  since

5) naturally

6)  as a matter of course





1) to treat as

2) to regard as

3) to look upon as





1) to blow (of the wind)





1) eye

2) (literary) to look

3)  to regard

4) eye (of a net)

5)  mesh

6) mesh size

7)  grit size (abbr. for 目數|目数[mu4 shu4])

8) item

9)  section

10) list

11)  catalogue

12) (taxonomy) order

13) name

14)  title





1) astonishing





1) undertaking

2) project

3) activity

4) (charitable, political or revolutionary) cause

5) publicly funded institution, enterprise or foundation

6) career

7) occupation

8) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) although

2) even though





1) (of one's name, reputation etc) to be immortalized (idiom)

2) to leave a mark for generations to come





1) fair and honest





1) head rope of a fishing net

2) guiding principle

3) key link

4) class (taxonomy)

5) outline

6) program





1) sign

2) mark

3) to record

4) to write a footnote





1) nobleman

2) person of noble character





1) namely

2) that is

3) i.e.

4) prompt

5) at once

6) at present

7) even if

8) prompted (by the occasion)

9) to approach

10) to come into contact

11) to assume (office)

12) to draw near





1) life

2) age

3) generation

4) era

5) world

6) lifetime

7) epoch

8) descendant

9) noble





1) to win an honor

2) to strive to win a prize





1) also





1) to have one's name go down in history as a byword for infamy (idiom)





1) this

2)  these





1) person of low social status (old)

2) I, me (used to refer humbly to oneself)

3) nasty person

4) vile character





1) way

2) route

3) road





1) correct

2) right

3) so

4) thus

5) like this

6) -ly





1) fragrant





1) variant of 愈[yu4]

2) to heal





1) popular feeling

2) the will of the people





1) (bound form) to leave behind





1) sense of smell

2) smell bad





1) to wish for

2) to desire

3) variant of 慾|欲[yu4]





1) for fear that

2) lest

3) also written 唯恐





1) his

2) her

3) its

4) their

5) that

6) such

7) it (refers to sth preceding it)





1) see 稍息[shao4 xi1]





1) Taoist monastery

2) palace gate watchtower

3) platform





1) to startle

2) to be frightened

3) to be scared

4) alarm





1) to fear





1) (classical particle similar to 於|于[yu2]) in

2) at

3) from

4) because

5) than

6) (classical final particle similar to 嗎|吗[ma5], 吧[ba5], 呢[ne5], expressing question, doubt or astonishment)





1) bright

2) opposite: dark 暗[an4]

3) (of meaning) clear

4) to understand

5) next

6) public or open

7) wise

8) generic term for a sacrifice to the gods





1) Zhengde Emperor, reign name of eleventh Ming emperor Zhu Houzhao 朱厚照[Zhu1 Hou4 zhao4] (1491-1521), reigned 1505-1521, temple name 明武宗[Ming2 Wu3 zong1]





1) Cantonese

2) short name for Guangdong 廣東|广东[Guang3 dong1]





1) jasper

2) fine jade

3) beautiful

4) exquisite (e.g. wine, food)

5) abbr. for Hainan province





1) ocean

2) sea

3) CL:個|个[ge4],片[pian4]

4) great number of people or things

5) (dialect) numerous





1) variant of 璇[xuan2]





1) epsilon Ursae Majoris in the Big Dipper





1) to reside

2) to be (in a certain position)

3) to store up

4) to be at a standstill

5) residence

6) house

7) restaurant

8) classifier for bedrooms





1) amicable

2) harmonious





1) worthy or virtuous person

2) honorific used for a person of the same or a younger generation





1) country or countryside

2) native place

3) home village or town

4) township (PRC administrative unit)





1) Qiongshan district of Haikou city 海口市[Hai3 kou3 shi4], Hainan





1) county





1) to rule

2) to govern

3) to manage

4) to control

5) to harness (a river)

6) to treat (a disease)

7) to wipe out (a pest)

8) to punish

9) to research





1) (literary) frequently

2)  repeatedly





1) to take a wife

2) to marry (a woman)





1) old variant of 穆[mu4]





1) see 月氏[Yue4 zhi1] and 閼氏|阏氏[yan1 zhi1]





1) variant of 乃[nai3]





1) see 衚衕|胡同[hu2 tong4]





1) government granary





1) younger sister





1) the Book of Songs 詩經|诗经[Shi1 jing1] and the Book of History 書經|书经[Shu1 jing1]





1) four Confucian injunctions 孝悌忠信 (for men), namely: piety 孝 to one's parents, respect 悌 to one's older brother, loyalty 忠 to one's monarch, faith 信 to one's male friends

2) the four Confucian virtues for women of morality 德[de2], physical charm 容, propriety in speech 言 and efficiency in needlework 功





1) ripe grain





1) in all cases

2) know





1) to fit

2) suitable

3) proper

4) just (now)

5) comfortable

6) well

7) to go

8) to follow or pursue





1) Haimen, county-level city in Nantong 南通[Nan2 tong1], Jiangsu





1) since (a previous event)





1) husband and wife

2)  married couple





1) sweet-tempered

2) acquiescent





1) to treat each other as an honored guest (idiom)

2) mutual respect between husband and wife





1) to be worthy of

2) to deserve to be called

3) to prove oneself to be





1) variant of 梁[liang2]





1) eastern bean goose

2) great

3) large





1) to join

2) to fit

3) to mate

4) to mix

5) to match

6) to deserve

7) to make up (a prescription)

8) to allocate





1) first month of a season

2) eldest amongst brothers





1) time and again

2) repeatedly

3) frequently





1) to satisfy

2) to succeed

3) then

4) thereupon

5) finally

6) unexpectedly

7) to proceed

8) to reach





1) inadvertent

2) accidental

3) to have no intention of (doing sth)





1) all day long





1) to be at home

2) (at a workplace) to be in (as opposed to being away on official business 出差[chu1 chai1])

3) (Buddhism etc) to remain a layman (as opposed to becoming a monk or a nun 出家[chu1 jia1])





1) to amuse oneself





1) to do good works

2) to be merciful





1) (bound form) to put into effect (regulations etc)

2) to distribute (alms etc)

3) to apply (fertilizer etc)





1) that's all

2) nothing more





1) several years

2) many years





1) already

2) to stop

3) then

4) afterwards





1) forty

2) 40





1) at the knee (in reference to children)

2) (salutation used in letters to parents or grandparents)





1) lady

2) madam

3) Mrs.

4) CL:位[wei4]





1) to worry

2) to concern oneself with

3) worried

4) anxiety

5) sorrow

6) (literary) to observe mourning





1) to advise

2) to urge

3) to try to persuade

4) to exhort

5) to console

6) to soothe





1) husband

2) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) to stand

2) to set up

3) to establish

4) to lay down

5) to draw up

6) at once

7) immediately





1) concubine

2) I, your servant (deprecatory self-reference for women)





1) wide

2) numerous

3) to spread





1) son

2) heir





1) stern

2) grim

3) resolute

4) firm

5) unflinching

6) fundamental colors





1) raw silk

2) white

3) plain, unadorned

4) vegetarian (food)

5) essence

6) nature

7) element

8) constituent

9) usually

10) always

11) ever





1) moreover

2) situation





1) ancestor

2) forebear





1) all

2) each and every

3) in all cases





1) to read out

2)  to read aloud

3) to read

4) to attend (school)

5)  to study (a subject in school)

6) to pronounce





1) scholar

2) Confucian





1) to experience

2) to undergo

3) to pass through

4) all

5) each

6) every

7) history





1) secret virtue





1) now

2) the present time

3) current

4) contemporary

5) this (day, year etc)





1) to show understanding

2) to excuse

3) to presume

4) to expect





1) to arrive

2) most

3) to

4) until





1) variant of 絕|绝[jue2]





1) succession (to a title)

2) to inherit

3) continuing (a tradition)

4) posterity





1) paternal aunt

2) husband's sister

3) husband's mother (old)

4) nun

5) for the time being (literary)





1) lord

2) master

3) young gentleman

4) male prostitute

5) catamite

6) mahjong player disqualified by unintentionally taking in the wrong number of dominoes

7) (old form of address for one's husband) husband





1) words

2) speech

3) to say

4) to talk





1) it could even be said





1) to hinder

2) to obstruct

3) to block





1) texture

2) grain (of wood)

3) inner essence

4) intrinsic order

5) reason

6) logic

7) truth

8) science

9) natural science (esp. physics)

10) to manage

11) to pay attention to

12) to run (affairs)

13) to handle

14) to put in order

15) to tidy up





1) this year





1) (TCM) menstruation

2) period





1) to stop

2) to prohibit

3) until

4) only





1) to give birth to

2) to give rise to





1) ash

2) dust

3) lime

4) gray

5) discouraged

6)  dejected





1) no longer

2) no more





1) ancient stone ornament





1) roof tile

2) abbr. for 瓦特[wa3 te4]





1) classical final particle, similar to modern 了[le5]





1) happening

2) instance

3) reason

4) cause

5) intentional

6) former

7) old

8) friend

9) therefore

10) hence

11) (of people) to die, dead





1) equivalent to either 是[shi4] or 就是[jiu4 shi4]





1) motive

2) purpose

3) (sth) being the motive or purpose





1) what for?

2) what's the reason?





1) not to accept as correct (idiom)

2)  to object

3) to disapprove

4) to take exception to





1) known

2) what one knows





1) to pour liquid

2) to irrigate (using waterwheel)

3) to water

4) to cast (molten metal)

5) to mold





1) to follow

2) to adhere to

3) to abide by





1) old variant of 悖[bei4]





1) wives and concubines (of a polygamous man)

2) harem





1) variant of 妒[du4]





1) numerous

2) confused

3) disorderly





1) what

2) how

3) why

4) which

5) carry





1) not without





1) to be partial towards sth

2) to favor

3) to prefer

4) preference

5) favorite





1) root

2) stem

3) origin

4) source

5) this

6) the current

7) original

8) inherent

9) originally

10) classifier for books, periodicals, files etc





1) to find amusement

2) to amuse oneself





1) contrary

2) in reverse

3) inside out or upside down

4) to reverse

5) to return

6) to oppose

7) opposite

8) against

9) anti-

10) to rebel

11) to use analogy

12) instead

13) abbr. for 反切[fan3 qie4] phonetic system





1) (bound form) to increase

2)  to augment

3)  to add to





1) annoyed

2) vexed

3) upset





1) cannot bear to





1) life

2) fate

3) order or command

4) to assign a name, title etc





1) variant of 果[guo3]

2) fruit





1) still

2) yet

3) to value

4) to esteem





1) to strengthen

2) strong

3) robust





1) healthy

2) to invigorate

3) to strengthen

4) to be good at

5) to be strong in





1) how couldn't...?

2) wouldn't it...?





1) to have children

2) to raise or bring up

3) to educate





1) final particle indicating enthusiasm etc





1) variant of 合[he2]





1) concubine





1) to list

2) to enumerate

3) (of buildings, objects etc) to be laid out

4) to be scattered about





1) disciple

2)  apprentice

3)  believer

4) on foot

5) bare

6)  empty

7) to no avail

8) only

9) prison sentence





1) wine and women

2) color of wine

3) drunken expression





1) benefit

2) profit

3) advantage

4) beneficial

5) to increase

6) to add

7) all the more





1) to persist

2) to continue upholding

3) to persevere

4) to stick to sth

5) stubborn





1) a (married) couple

2) husband and wife

3) CL:對|对[dui4]





1) more (than sth else)

2) even more





1) to love each other





1) abundant

2) plentiful

3) fertile

4) plump

5) great





1) vehement

2)  fervent

3) generous

4)  magnanimous





1) brave





1) to assign

2) to appoint

3) to take up a post

4) office

5) responsibility

6) to let

7) to allow

8) to give free rein to

9) no matter (how, what etc)

10) classifier for terms served in office, or for spouses, girlfriends etc (as in 前任男友)





1) variant of 凡[fan2]





1) friends and relatives





1) neighbor

2) neighborhood





1) to subsidize

2) to provide financial aid

3) subsidy





1) none lacking

2) none missing

3) everything is there

4) everyone without exception





1) to do one's utmost





1) to neglect

2) to overlook

3) to ignore

4) suddenly





1) heavy rain

2) CL:場|场[chang2]





1) thunder and lightning





1) (of two or more things) to occur at the same time

2)  to be mingled

3)  to accompany each other





1) dark cloud





1) to spring up everywhere

2) from all around





1) torrential rain

2) rainstorm

3) CL:場|场[chang2],陣|阵[zhen4]





1) (of waves) to surge forward

2) to roll on in waves

3) to gallop





1) study (room)

2) studio

3) CL:間|间[jian1]





1) to sit around

2) to sit idly





1) thing

2) object

3) matter

4) abbr. for physics 物理





1) to hate

2) to loathe

3) ashamed

4) to fear

5) to slander





1) appearance





1) malevolent

2) fierce

3) sinister





1) all over

2) from head to foot





1) pornographic film

2) rushes (of a movie)

3) (old) fur color





1) to dazzle the eyes





1) writing desk

2) official record





1) under

2) beneath

3) less than





1) (literary) suddenly





1) not to see

2) not to meet

3) to have disappeared

4) to be missing





1) monstrous

2) strange

3) strange phenomenon





1) to avoid

2) to shun

3) to flee

4) to escape

5) to keep away from

6) to leave

7) to hide from





1) to rob

2) to plunder

3) to seize by force

4) to coerce

5) calamity

6) abbr. for kalpa 劫波[jie2 bo1]





1) to conceal oneself

2) to go into hiding

3) to take cover





1) to block

2) to hinder

3) to obstruct





1) wing

2) area surrounding the bullseye of a target

3) to assist

4) one of the 28 constellations of Chinese astronomy

5) old variant of 翌





1) in a short while

2) presently





1) to shoot

2) to launch

3) to allude to

4) radio- (chemistry)





1) to enter

2) to go into

3) to join

4) to become a member of

5) to confirm or agree with

6) abbr. for 入聲|入声[ru4 sheng1]





1) towards

2) facing (sb or sth)

3) (coll.) to side with

4) to favor





1) strange

2) weird

3) eccentric

4) bizarre





1) thunder

2) (bound form) (military) mine, as in 地雷[di4 lei2] land mine

3) (coll.) to shock

4)  to stun

5)  to astound

6) (Tw) (coll.) spoiler

7) (Tw) (coll.) to reveal plot details to (sb)





1) to extinguish or put out

2) to go out (of a fire etc)

3) to exterminate or wipe out

4) to drown





1) thus





1) to make an appointment

2) to invite

3) approximately

4) pact

5) treaty

6) to economize

7) to restrict

8) to reduce (a fraction)

9) concise





1) half of sth





1) time

2) one of the 12 two-hour periods of the day





1) thunder





1) to retreat

2)  to withdraw

3) to reject

4)  to return (sth)

5) to decline





1) flame

2) blaze





1) to extinguish

2) to put out (fire)

3) to quench

4) to stop burning

5) to go out (of fire, lamp etc)

6) to come to an end

7) to wither away

8) to die out

9) Taiwan pr. [xi2]





1) cannot bear or stand

2) be unequal to

3) very

4) extremely





1) panic-stricken





1) to follow

2) to comply with

3) varying according to...

4) to allow

5) subsequently





1) to leave

2) to walk away

3) to beat it

4) to move aside





1) now

2) this moment





1) (literary) to rain

2) (of rain, snow etc) to fall

3) to precipitate

4) to wet





1) to see (the same thing) over and over again

2) to see, to one's surprise, (sth happen suddenly)





1) rare animal

2) mythical animal

3) monster





1) (legal) case

2) incident

3) record

4) file

5) table





1) to kowtow

2) also written 磕頭|磕头[ke1 tou2]





1) accusation

2) suit

3) state

4) condition

5) strong

6) great

7) -shaped





1) to be fully aware of

2) to know perfectly well





1) to scold

2) shout at

3) to hoot at





1) outward





1) sincere

2) authentic

3) really

4) truly





1) afraid

2) frightened

3) to fear





1) startled





1) immediately

2) presently

3) following which





1) to follow

2) to follow up





1) (main) hall

2) large room for a specific purpose

3) CL:間|间[jian1]

4) relationship between cousins etc on the paternal side of a family

5) of the same clan

6) classifier for classes, lectures etc

7) classifier for sets of furniture





1) central point

2) in one's thoughts

3) in one's heart





1) (dialect) very

2) quite

3) properly

4) well

5) thoroughly





1) to doubt

2) to distrust

3) unconvincing

4) to puzzle over

5) misgivings

6) suspicions





1) to join together

2) to fix one's attention on

3) to concentrate on





1) freak

2) weird





1) to lean upon





1) to not have had time

2) to have not yet

3) not to touch upon





1) half-moon

2) fortnight





1) menstruation

2) woman's period





1) at first

2) (at the) beginning

3) first

4) junior

5) basic





1) outstanding

2) particularly, especially

3) a fault

4) to express discontentment against





1) aged





1) several

2) three or five





1) unconsciously





1) abdomen

2) stomach

3) belly





1) grand

2) intense

3) prosperous

4) to swell

5) to bulge





1) then

2) as a result





1) to realize only then





1) pregnant

2) to have conceived

3) gestation

4) pregnancy





1) exultation





1) to protect

2) cover

3) shelter

4) hide or harbor





1) philanthropist

2) charitable person

3) well-doer





1) today





1) letter

2) mail

3) CL:封[feng1]

4) to trust

5) to believe

6) to profess faith in

7) truthful

8) confidence

9) trust

10) at will

11) at random





1) clogged

2) evil





1) good fortune

2) happiness

3) luck





1) variant of 德[de2]





1) sleeping mat

2) to placate





1) (of an outcome) to rely on

2) to require

3) can only be achieved by means of





1) good (virtuous)

2) benevolent

3) well-disposed

4) good at sth

5) to improve or perfect





1) certainly

2) must

3) will

4) necessarily





1) (bound form) to bless

2)  to protect





1) chaste





1) (bound form) (of women) gentle

2)  kind

3)  lovely

4)  admirable

5) (used in given names)

6) Taiwan pr. [shu2]





1) remote

2) hidden away

3) secluded

4) serene

5) peaceful

6) to imprison

7) in superstition indicates the underworld

8) ancient district spanning Liaonang and Hebei provinces





1) idle

2) unoccupied

3) leisure





1) graceful

2) tactful





1) untalented

2) I

3) me (humble)





1) earnest

2) sincere





1) to feel

2) to move

3) to touch

4) to affect

5) feeling

6) emotion

7) (suffix) sense of ~





1) square

2) frame

3) rule

4) (legal) case

5) style

6) character

7) standard

8) pattern

9) (grammar) case

10) (classical) to obstruct

11) to hinder

12) (classical) to arrive

13) to come

14) (classical) to investigate

15) to study exhaustively





1) Heaven

2)  Providence

3)  God

4) the sky above

5) to fly skywards

6) (euphemism) to die

7)  to pass away

8) the previous day (or days)





1) to pity





1) (bound form) to confer

2)  to bestow

3)  to grant

4) (literary) gift

5)  favor

6) Taiwan pr. [si4]





1) used in 麒麟[qi2 lin2]





1) from now on

2) since then

3) henceforth





1) happy

2) joyous

3) delighted

4) to like

5) to be fond of





1) to dare to

2) to be brave enough to





1) time available





1) rapid

2) speedy

3) fast





1) the sun and moon like a shuttle (idiom)

2)  How time flies!





1) almost

2) nearly

3) close to





1) October

2) tenth month (of the lunar year)





1) fetus

2) classifier for litters (of puppies etc)

3) padding (in clothing or bedding)

4) womb carrying a fetus

5) (fig.) origin

6) source

7) (loanword) tire





1) to expire

2) to run out

3) to come to an end





1) (bound form) foot

2)  leg

3) sufficient

4)  ample

5) as much as

6)  fully





1) morning and evening

2) (dialect) some time in the future

3)  some day





1) labor

2) parturition

3) delivery





1) to advance

2) in advance

3) beforehand

4) to prepare





1) to employ

2) to hire

3) to rent





1) wet nurse





1) midwife (old term)





1) to serve

2)  to wait upon





1) just now

2) then





1) to close one's eyes

2) to get to sleep





1) person

2) personal

3) human body





1) black clothes

2) servant (old)

3) young woman role in Chinese opera, also called 正旦[zheng4 dan4]





1) to hold

2) to grasp

3) to support

4) to maintain

5) to persevere

6) to manage

7) to run (i.e. administer)

8) to control





1) joint

2)  node

3) (bound form) section

4)  segment

5) solar term (one of the 24 divisions of the year in the traditional Chinese calendar)

6) seasonal festival

7) (bound form) to economize

8)  to save

9) (bound form) moral integrity

10)  chastity

11) classifier for segments: lessons, train wagons, biblical verses etc

12) knot (nautical miles per hour)





1) to greet by raising clasped hands





1) to speak

2) to say





1) to offer (tribute)

2) to present respectfully (to superior, ancestor, deity etc)

3) to esteem

4) to revere

5) to believe in (a religion)

6) to wait upon

7) to accept orders (from superior)





1) the Jade Emperor





1) imperial orders





1) (bound form) to look at





1) to whirl

2) immediately

3) variant of 鏇|镟[xuan4]





1) to hold in one's arms

2)  to embrace

3) to surround

4)  to gather around

5) to throng

6)  to swarm

7) (bound form) to support (as in 擁護|拥护[yong1 hu4])

8) (literary) to have

9)  to possess

10) Taiwan pr. [yong3]





1) beast

2) animal

3) beastly

4) bestial





1) nothing other than

2) to differ in no way from

3) the same as

4) to amount to





1) already

2) since

3) both... (and...)





1) to cover

2) ignorant

3) to suffer (misfortune)

4) to receive (a favor)

5) to cheat





1) Wuzhi Mountain (1,840 m), highest mountain in Hainan

2) Wuzhishan City, Hainan





1) worm-like invertebrate

2) mythical animal (see 獬豸[xie4 zhi4])

3) radical in Chinese characters (Kangxi radical 153)





1) nature

2) character

3) property

4) quality

5) attribute

6) sexuality

7) sex

8) gender

9) suffix forming adjective from verb

10) suffix forming noun from adjective, corresponding to -ness or -ity

11) essence

12) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) to be fond of

2) to like

3) to enjoy

4) to be happy

5) to feel pleased

6) happiness

7) delight

8) glad





1) variant of 啖[dan4]





1) fierce tiger





1) to guard

2) to protect

3) to defend

4) abbr. for 衛生|卫生, hygiene

5) health

6) abbr. for 衛生間|卫生间, toilet





1) weak

2)  feeble

3) young

4) inferior

5)  not as good as

6) (following a decimal or fraction) slightly less than





1) (of Taoists) to practice austerities

2) to practice asceticism





1) a hundred or more





1) to meet by chance (usually with misfortune)

2) classifier for events: time, turn, incident





1) that

2) those

3) (one) another





1) great- (grandfather, grandchild etc)





1) monarch

2) lord

3) gentleman

4) ruler





1) god

2)  deity

3) supernatural

4)  magical

5)  mysterious

6) spirit

7)  mind

8)  energy

9) lively

10)  expressive

11) look

12)  expression

13) (coll.) awesome

14)  amazing





1) disembodied spirit

2)  ghost

3)  devil

4) (suffix) person with a certain vice or addiction etc

5) sly

6)  crafty

7)  resourceful (variant of 詭|诡[gui3])

8) one of the 28 constellations of ancient Chinese astronomy





1) to respect

2) to admire

3) to venerate

4) by the emperor himself





1) to reply

2) to recover

3) to return (to a previous condition)

4) Re: in reply to (email)





1) jade





1) imperial decree

2) purport

3) aim

4) purpose





1) cause

2) reason

3) because





1) old variant of 絻[wen4]





1) to manufacture

2) to make





1) variant of 修[xiu1]





1) not yet

2) did not

3) have not

4) not

5) 8th earthly branch: 1-3 p.m., 6th solar month (7th July-6th August), year of the Sheep

6) ancient Chinese compass point: 210°





1) docile

2) tractable





1) to be born

2) to come into being

3) to withdraw from worldly affairs





1) to reach adulthood

2) an adult





1) to return to the right path

2) to mend one's ways

3) to reform

4) Reformed (church etc)





1) God





1) meritorious deed or service

2) achievement

3) result

4) service

5) accomplishment

6) work (physics)





1) variant of 賜予|赐予[ci4 yu3]





1) sometime

2) someday (in the future)





1) splendid

2) magnificent

3) abbr. for 中國光大銀行|中国光大银行[Zhong1 guo2 Guang1 da4 Yin2 hang2], China Everbright Bank





1) door

2) strategic gateway

3) portal

4) faction

5) sect

6) family status

7) family

8) web portal

9) (old) brothel





1) the whole of

2) to finish

3) to complete

4) complete

5) full

6) finished





1) thunderbolt





1) to waken





1) nevertheless

2) actually

3) the fact is ...





1) lit. a dream of Nanke

2) fig. dreams of grandeur





1) servant girl

2) maid





1) to announce

2) to inform

3) report

4) newspaper

5) recompense

6) revenge

7) CL:份[fen4],張|张[zhang1]





1) to bear (give birth)





1) to have heard what was said





1) to answer

2) to respond

3) to comply with

4) to deal or cope with





1) in a dream





1) to arrive

2)  to come





1) infant

2) baby

3) CL:個|个[ge4]

4) lead (Pb)





1) (bound form) the navel

2)  the umbilicus

3) (bound form) the belly flap of a crab

4)  apron





1) to wrap up

2) to bind up

3) bundle

4) parcel

5) package

6) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) settled

2) accomplished

3) ready

4) Taiwan pr. [ting2 dang4]





1) candle

2) (literary) to illuminate





1) really

2) sure enough

3) as expected

4) if indeed





1) pretty

2) with delicate features





1) to comfort

2) to console

3) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) wife

2) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) to take care of (sb's health)

2) to nurse





1) to tell

2) to instruct

3) to command





1) to attend to

2) to care for (patients etc)

3) to look after

4) to wait upon

5) to serve

6) also written 伏侍, see also 服事[fu2 shi4]





1) full moon

2) first full moon after birth (i.e. entering the second month)





1) wine (esp. rice wine)

2) liquor

3) spirits

4) alcoholic beverage

5) CL:杯[bei1],瓶[ping2],罐[guan4],桶[tong3],缸[gang1]





1) (idiom) needless to say

2) it goes without saying





1) to name

2) to be named

3) to christen

4) to seek fame





1) Hairui township in Taitung County 臺東縣|台东县[Tai2 dong1 Xian4], southeast Taiwan





1) to be nothing difficult

2) to be a cinch





1) thus





1) all things





1) (literary) all

2)  both

3)  entirely

4)  without exception

5) (literary) to be together

6) (literary) to be alike





1) to float in the air

2) swiftly

3) nimbly

4) easy and relaxed





1) to give no thought to

2) to have no regard for

3) to disregard





1) is precisely





1) government official

2) governmental

3) official

4) public

5) organ of the body

6) CL:個|个[ge4]





1) famous mountain

2) Mingshan county in Ya'an 雅安[Ya3 an1], Sichuan





1) victory

2) success

3) to beat

4) to defeat

5) to surpass

6) victorious

7) superior to

8) to get the better of

9) better than

10) surpassing

11) superb (of vista)

12) beautiful (scenery)

13) wonderful (view)

14) (Taiwan pr. [sheng1]) able to bear

15) equal to (a task)





1) border

2) place

3) condition

4) boundary

5) circumstances

6) territory





1) to amuse oneself

2) to have fun

3) to go sightseeing

4) to take a stroll





1) to feel

2) to find that

3) thinking

4) awake

5) aware





1) carefree

2) leisurely





1) time

2) era

3) period of time





1) easy

2) amiable

3) to change

4) to exchange

5) prefix corresponding to the English adjective suffix "-able" or "-ible"





1) a few years

2)  several years

3) how many years?





1) (literary) infant

2) young child





1) inside

2) among

3) in the midst of (doing sth)

4) during





1) filial piety or obedience

2) mourning apparel





1) friend





1) double

2) twice

3) simultaneous

4) holding two or more (official) posts at the same time





1) aptitude

2) natural endowments





1) honest

2) frank

3) candid





1) selfless

2) unselfish

3) disinterested

4) altruistic





1) variant of 鄰|邻[lin2]





1) common

2) general

3) to share

4) together

5) total

6) altogether

7) abbr. for 共產黨|共产党[Gong4 chan3 dang3], Communist party





1) to walk

2) to tour

3) to roam

4) to travel





1) eating and drinking

2) food and drink

3)  diet





1) necessary

2) essential

3) indispensable

4) required





1) to feed (a person or animal)





1) to seem

2) like

3) as

4) if





1) lucky

2) auspicious

3) propitious

4) rayl (acoustical unit)





1) to curse

2) to scold





1) to read a book

2) to study

3) to attend school





1) to look over





1) variant of 輒|辄[zhe2]





1) to read aloud

2) to recite





1) verse





1) poetic essay

2) taxation

3) to bestow on

4) to endow with





1) extravagant

2) go with fashion

3) not





1) to be obstructed

2) to be blocked up

3) to be impassable

4) to make no sense

5) to be illogical





1) to die





1) to grieve

2)  to mourn

3) deep sorrow

4)  grief





1) heartbroken

2) inconsolable





1) to cry bitterly





1) (used after a verb) endlessly

2)  incessantly





1) father





1) cannot

2) to fail to

3) unable to





1) to use up

2) to exhaust

3) to end

4) to finish

5) to the utmost

6) exhausted

7) finished

8) to the limit (of sth)

9) all

10) entirely





1) to intend to

2) intention

3)  desire





1) to build one's house





1) grave

2) tomb

3) mausoleum





1) lean on one side





1) to think

2) to consider





1) to advise against

2) to dissuade





1) filial

2) dutiful

3) devoted to one's parents (and grandparents etc)

4) to show filial piety towards (an older family member)

5) filial piety





1) young

2) childish

3) puerile





1) outskirts





1) (bound form) peaceful

2) (bound form) to pacify

3)  to suppress





1) if

2)  supposing

3)  in case





1) unexpected

2) measureless

3) unexpected circumstance

4) contingency

5) mishap





1) variant of 賴|赖[lai4]





1) where

2) how





1) to do one's filial duty





1) unfilial





1) order (from above)





1) to go into mourning for one's parents





1) day and night

2) period of 24 hours

3) continuously, without stop





1) to read aloud





1) summer





1) heat

2) hot weather

3) summer heat





1) incessant

2) relentless
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