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Stretch an invisible cord knee-high across the sidewalk at Broadway
and Forty-second Street, and in five minutes a hundred prettier girls
than Daisy Reynolds will stumble over it. (A hundred homelier girls too,
for that matter!)

Daisy was just the Girl in the Crowd. Look down the aisle of your
subway- or surface- or L-car on the way home to-night, and you will see
her. You will see her by the dozen.

But you will not observe her, unless you look hard. She is not the
type of girl to make you murmur fatuously: “Gee, but I wish she was
my stenographer!” Nor is she the sort that excites pity for her
plainness. She is—yes, my term “the Girl in the Crowd” best fits
her.

For three years, after she left high school, Daisy occupied
twenty-eight inches of space along one of the two sides of a room whose
walls were wainscoted in honeycombed metal. At shelves in front of the
honeycombing sat double lines of girls with ugly steel appliances over
their frizzed or lanky hair. Their hands were ever flitting from spot to
spot in the perforated wainscoting, deftly shifting plugs from hole to
hole.

An excrescence, like a misshapen black-rubber lily, jutted forth from
the wall facing each girl. Into these lily-mouths the damsels were wont
to croon such airy sentiments as these:

“Schuyler 9051 don’t answer. —Yes, I’m ringing Aud’bon 2973. —Beekman
4000 is busy. —I’ll give you Inf’ma-tion. —’Xcuse it, please. —No’m,
I didn’t cut you off. What number was you talking to? —Schuyler
4789 is still busy. —It’s just twelve-forty-two, by the c’rect
time. —Number, please.”



Transcriber’s Note: This story appeared in
  the October 1917 issue of Blue Book magazine.





OEBPS/8247697702839186014_illus-fpc.jpg





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

    
  
    		The Project Gutenberg eBook of The girl in the crowd, by Albert Payson Terhune


    		The Girl in the Crowd


  





OEBPS/8247697702839186014_cover.jpg
PRICE. 15 CENTS ()CTOBER 917

BIUE Boox

MAGAZINE

A
Nmtf’elette
the
author
of
7 “WEE
MACGREEGOR”

“TheRoaring U.P Trail
by ZANE GREY

. “Pleasure Island’
by FRANKRADAMS

G @y
e e
S 2 i





OEBPS/5986528879153996421_69030-h-0.htm.xhtml.m4a


OEBPS/5986528879153996421_69030-h-0.htm.xhtml.smil
 
   
     
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
       
         
         
      
    
  




