

Contents



  	Untitled Document

  	A


  



  
    Landmarks

    
      	
        Contents
      

      	
        Start of Content
      

    

  





[Band Index]




A.C. Acoustics (Glasgow, Scotland)





	PERSONNEL:





	PAUL CAMPION
	vcls, gtr
	A
	B
	C
	D



	REID CUNNINGHAM
	sax
	A
	B
	
	



	DAVID GORMLEY
	drms, vcls
	A
	B
	C
	D



	CAZ RILEY
	bs
	A
	B
	C
	D



	ROGER WARD
	gtr, vcls, tambourine
	A
	
	
	



	DUNCAN BRIDGEMAN
	Hammond organ
	
	B
	
	



	CORA BLISSET
	cello, backing vcls
	
	B
	
	



	SEAN GUTHRIE
	piano, Hammond organ
	
	B
	
	



	MARK RAINE
	gtr, acoustic gtr, vcls, Hammond organ
	
	B
	C
	D



	KENNY PATERSON
	slide gtr
	
	B
	
	



	ANDY RODGERS
	piano
	
	B
	
	



	DAVID BURNS
	vcls (spoken word)
	
	
	
	D



	PAUL MURRAY
	French horn, keyboards
	
	
	
	D









	ALBUMS:
	[Notes]





	1(A)
	ABLE TREASURY (10”) (mini-album)
	(Elemental Records ELM 21MLP)
	1994



	2(B)
	VICTORY PARTS
	(Elemental Records ELM 31LP)
	1997



	3(C)
	UNDERSTANDING MUSIC (CD)
	(Cooking Vinyl COOK CD 201)
	2000



	4(D)
	O (CD)
	(Cooking Vinyl COOK CD 219)
	2002









	EPs:
	[Notes]





	1(A)
	HAND PASSES PLENTY (Hand Passes Plenty/Love Lies Broken Pieces//Love Lies (Equamneno Mix)/Emily) (side 1 45 rpm/side 2 33⅓ rpm) (12”, PS)
	(Elemental Records ELM 25 T)
	1994



	2(B)
	LIKE RIBBONS (Like Ribbons/Lemon/Lunar Page) (CD EP)
	(YOYO YOYO 3)
	1998



	3(B)
	SHE’S WITH STARS (She's With Stars/Dirty Paris/Lilo Lilo) (CD EP)
	(YOYO YOYO 4)
	1998










	45s:





	(UK-
only)
	Sweatlodge/M V (white label) (7”) (comes in a white paper sleeve)
	(Elemental Records ELM 16 S)
	1993



	
	Sweatlodge/M V (white vinyl) (7”, PS)
	(Elemental Records ELM 16s)
	1993



	
	Sweatlodge/M V/Hand Passes Plenty (Demo) (single-sided) (promo) (cassette single)
	(Elemental Records no#)
	1993



	
	Stunt Girl (single-sided) (promo)	(7”) (exclusively for "The Chain With No Name" record stores)
	(Elemental Records ELM 30S)
	1996



	
	Stunt Girl/Shoka (limited edition) (blue vinyl) (7")
	(Elemental Records ELM30S)
	1996



	
	Stunt Girl/Shoka/Skeptic Wrist Eye/Sidenova (CD single)
	(Elemental Records ELM30CDS)
	1996



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer (single-sided) (grey vinyl) (7") (presented in a clear PVC sleeve)
	(Elemental Records ELM 29)
	1996



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers (7", PS)
	(Elemental Records ELM29SX)
	1997



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep (CD single)
	(Elemental Records ELM29CDS)
	1997



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep//I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep (promo) (cassette single)
	(Elemental Records ELM29CDS/S)
	1997



	
	Like Ribbons/Lemon (7", PS)
	(YOYO YOYO 3)
	1998



	
	She's With Stars/Dirty Paris (7", PS)
	(YOYO YOYO 4)
	1998



	
	Crush/Luke One (MC Sleazy Remix) (numbered, limited edition of 500 copies) (white label) (7")
	(Cooking Vinyl FRY 096)
	2000



	
	Crush/She Kills For Kicks (Mystery & Crimes Mix)/Ridley Rider (Filtered Dove Mix) (CD single)
	(Cooking Vinyl FRY CD 096)
	2000





	
	16 4 2010 (Edit)/A Bell (Of Love Rings Out For You)/Bright Anchor (Anchor Me) (promo) (CD single)
	(Cooking Vinyl FRYCD 118P)
	2002







About the band and its music


A.C. Acoustics formed in Glasgow during 1990. Over the next 13 years they released a series of singles, EPs and albums on a range of different independent record labels. The Jesus and Mary Chain were clearly influential on their music. In their early days they blended a wall of noise with experimentation and augmented their dual guitar, bass and drum sound with saxophones and violins. At the apex of their career they blended fuzz-laden riffing guitar with cryptic and poetic lyrics. In their later phase they introduced keyboards and veered towards a sparser sound.


A.C. Acoustics originally comprised Paul Campion (vcls, gtr), Reid Cunningham (sax), David Gormley (drms, vcls), Caz Riley (bs) and Roger Ward (gtr, vcls). Gormley had previously played for an indie rock band called Thrum who came from Bellshill, Lanarkshire and released an album and four singles before disbanding.


In 1992 A.C. Acoustics released a five-track demo Wrist Eye, which included Teenage Fanclub’s Gerard Love on backing vocals. It secured them a record contract with the indie label Elemental Records. Their debut single Sweatlodge/MV was issued in November 1993 with Allan Brown guesting on guitar. Melody Maker heralded the single as “two helpings of genius on one platter". It also attracted the attention of the legendary DJ John Peel who played their debut session three times and observed “Am I hallucinating, or are this band truly brilliant".


As their career developed they secured support slots for a series of high profile artists like PJ Harvey, US rock band The Jesus Lizard and UK neo-psych/space rock band Spacemen 3.


In early 1994 came their seven-track mini-album Able Treasury with a clear Jesus and Mary Chain influence and plenty of shoegaze guitars. The opening track Mother Head Sander is excellent. Three has lots of fuzzy guitar. Leather Buyer has a psychedelic intro and plenty of shoegaze guitar. Sister Blast Operator is a stop/start delight. Oregon Prize Washback is a kind of shoegaze guitar and drums jam. MV (the flip to their debut single) has a slow-paced beginning with blasts of guitar noise. Their debut single Sweatlodge also features as the final track but is one of the album’s weaker tracks. Able Treasury got some fine reviews with NME lauding the “mixture of the instantly recognisable and the frankly lunatic that makes A.C. Acoustics such a vital prospect".


Later in 1994 A.C. Acoustics released their Hand Passes Plenty (EP). The title track is one of their finest songs and both Love Lies Broken Pieces and Love Lies (Equamneno Mix) are good indie rock songs, just the final track Emily is weaker. It was evidence of the band’s sound evolving with more emphasis on bruised melodies and insistent hooks. It got good reviews. Around this time Ward left and was replaced by Mark Raine who joined from a local band called Big Burd.


The new line-up got to work writing and recording a new album breaking off to perform a pulsating gig at the 1996 Reading Festival. The album Victory Parts emerged in June 1997. It starts with the stunning shoegaze assault Hand Passes Plenty. Hammerhead is a subdued slow-paced track. Tracks like Fast, I Messiah Am Jailer and Stunt Girl are characterised by the shoegaze “wall of sound" that dominates much of the album. High Divers and Kill Zane are slow-paced alternatives. The album met with considerable acclaim in the music press. Two of its tracks made it into John Peel’s Festive 50 - Stunt Girl at No. 26 in 1996 and I Messiah Am Jailer at No. 19 in 1997. A.C. Acoustics toured extensively to promote Victory Parts with the likes of Embrace, Stereophonics and Placebo. Indeed Brian Molko was a champion of the band.


Despite all the touring A.C. Acoustics never advanced beyond being a cult act. They left Elemental and signed to Yoyo Recordings for whom they released both the Like Ribbons (EP) and She’s With Stars (EP) in 1998.


In 2000 they quit Yoyo and signed to Cooking Vinyl. Their Crush (EP) in 2000 contained backing vocal contributions from Brian Molko. With Paul Murray added to their line-up on keyboards their Understanding Music album from 2000 contains some gorgeous melodies and skilfully moulded elements of noise rock, shoegaze and psychedelia into them.


A further album O emerged in 2002 but perhaps suffered from only being completed in 10 days. In any case their star was clearly waning by then and they split up in 2003.


Understanding Music was reissued with two bonus tracks (Like Ribbons and Lemon) in 2010.


On 26 June 2013 the One Little Indian label reissued an expanded remastered 2-CD edition of Victory Parts with a second disc containing a nine-track recording of their August 1996 Reading gig. 


They wrote and performed some interesting shoegaze music and their Victory Parts album, in particular, is recommended listening.
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	EPs:





	1(A)
	HAND PASSES PLENTY (Hand Passes Plenty/Love Lies Broken Pieces//Love Lies (Equamneno Mix)/Emily) (side 1 45 rpm/side 2 33⅓ rpm) (12”, PS)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM 25 T)
	1994



	2(B)
	LIKE RIBBONS (Like Ribbons/Lemon/Lunar Page) (CD EP)



	
	(YOYO YOYO 3)
	1998



	3(B)
	SHE’S WITH STARS (She's With Stars/Dirty Paris/Lilo Lilo) (CD EP)



	
	(YOYO YOYO 4)
	1998










	45s:





	(UK-
only)
	Sweatlodge/M V (white label) (7”) (comes in a white paper sleeve)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM 16 S)
	1993



	
	Sweatlodge/M V (white vinyl) (7”, PS)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM 16s)
	1993




	
	Sweatlodge/M V/Hand Passes Plenty (Demo) (single-sided) (promo) (cassette single)



	
	(Elemental Records no#)
	1993



	
	Stunt Girl (single-sided) (promo)	(7”) (exclusively for "The Chain With No Name" record stores)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM 30S)
	1996



	
	Stunt Girl/Shoka (limited edition) (blue vinyl) (7")



	
	(Elemental Records ELM30S)
	1996



	
	Stunt Girl/Shoka/Skeptic Wrist Eye/Sidenova (CD single)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM30CDS)
	1996



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer (single-sided) (grey vinyl) (7") (presented in a clear PVC sleeve)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM 29)
	1996



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers (7", PS)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM29SX)
	1997



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep (CD single)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM29CDS)
	1997



	
	I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep//I Messiah, Am Jailer/High Divers/Violent Peep (promo) (cassette single)



	
	(Elemental Records ELM29CDS/S)
	1997



	
	Like Ribbons/Lemon (7", PS)



	
	(YOYO YOYO 3)
	1998



	
	She's With Stars/Dirty Paris (7", PS)



	
	(YOYO YOYO 4)
	1998



	
	Crush/Luke One (MC Sleazy Remix) (numbered, limited edition of 500 copies) (white label) (7")



	
	(Cooking Vinyl FRY 096)
	2000



	
	Crush/She Kills For Kicks (Mystery & Crimes Mix)/Ridley Rider (Filtered Dove Mix) (CD single)



	
	(Cooking Vinyl FRY CD 096)
	2000





	
	16 4 2010 (Edit)/A Bell (Of Love Rings Out For You)/Bright Anchor (Anchor Me) (promo) (CD single)



	
	(Cooking Vinyl FRYCD 118P)
	2002









Notes:

A.C. Acoustics (Glasgow, Scotland)

[Albums:]

NB: (1) is a UK release that came with an insert. (1) also issued as a mini-album CD with two bonus tracks (Sweatlodge and M.V.) from a 7” originally released in 1993 in the UK (Elemental Records ELM 21CD) 1994. (1) also issued as a single-sided promo cassette in the UK (Elemental Records ELM 21) 1994. (1) also issued as a mini-album CD with two bonus tracks (Sweatlodge and M.V.) from a 7” originally released in 1993 in the US (Trance Syndicate Records TR-31CD) 1994. (1) also issued as a promo mini-album CD with two bonus tracks (Sweatlodge and M.V.) from a 7” originally released in 1993 in Canada (Trance Syndicate Records TR31) 1995.

(2) is a UK release that came with a printed lyric inner sleeve. (2) also issued as a promo on CD in Europe (Virgin/Elemental Records VGP 000 143) 1997. (2) also issued on CD in Europe (Virgin/Elemental Records 7243 8 44364 2 1) 1997. (2) also issued on CD in the UK (Elemental Records ELM 31 CD) 1998. (2) reissued as a double deluxe CD set with the original album on disc one remastered and The Silver Echo And The Golden Echo (BBC Live At Reading 25/08/1996) on disc two presented in a two-fold cardboard jacket with no booklet in the UK (2-CD) (One Little Indian TPLP1173CD) 2013. Copies of the CD made through the One Little Indian store come with a 20-page, 7″ record-sized collectors booklet featuring a biography by Miles Prestia and an interview with Paul Campion.

(3) is a UK release. (3) also issued as a promo on CD in the UK (Cooking Vinyl COOK CD 201P) 2000. (3) also issued as a promo on CD in Italy (Cooking Vinyl 5009812) 2000. (3) also issued on CD in Canada (True North TND 221) 2000. (3) reissued on CD in the UK (Fire Records SFIRE042CDE) 2010.

(4) is a UK release.

Promotional Release: Unmixed Album Tracks (promo) (sampler) (CD) (Elemental Records ELM31CDP) 1996 is a three-track (I Messiah, Am Jailer; Stunt Girl and Kill Zane) UK release that was presented in a cardboard sleeve.


[EPs:]

NB: (1) is a UK release. (1) also issued as a numbered, limited edition on white vinyl in the UK (12”, PS) (Elemental Records ELM 25 T) 1994. (1) also issued on a CD EP in the UK & US (CD EP) (Elemental Records ELM 25CD/Trance Records TR34cd) 1994. (1) also issued as a promo on a cassette EP in the UK (cassette EP) (Elemental Records no#) 1994. (1) also issued on a CD EP and digipaked in the Benelux countries (CD EP) (Bang! Music BANG!20512) 1994.

(2) is a UK release.

