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Dedication

For the dissenters, who conceived this nation, and
improve it still



B ab

Unless we can return a little more to first principles, &
act a little more upon patriotic ground, | do not
know ... what may be the issue of the contest.

—George Washington to James Warren,
March 31, 1779
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Chapter 1
The Power of Colonial

Classicism
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Chapter 2
Washington Studies How
to Rise in Colonial Society
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Altho’ in the circle of his f iends, where he might be
unreserved with safety, he took a f ee share in
conversation, his colloquial talents were not above
mediocrity, possessing neither copiousness of ideas,
nor fluency of words. In public when called on for a
sudden opinion, he was unready, short, and
embarrassed. Yet he wrote readily, rather diffusely,
in an easy & correct style. This he had acquired by
conversation with the world for his education was
merely reading, writing, and common arithmetic, to
which he added surveying at a later day. His time
was employed in action chiefly, reading little, and
that only in Agriculture and B glish history.

to

t

Yeid et : 3 ffe
;) tf dv B tdf db w o
b ae xHib b std d
Ph B tp etfe tt dih 6 v a8
<) VER e veyy o tp
eve \ & adb wan t© W B ef g
fa W i B
b Higa tevib stk
i tigv = 4 i
s th @ Bh ve vie w "’ Rden t,
considerate, carefi , determined, honest,d
inl e & ffe dti a w tw 8
BV B tatia #® toh
b ta tm b y'$h t Gy ey
Hin/ ki v::)
tin tth w  yHe tav o
reg ekl I dg e th



ANV B tm dR an
exHip P B éw &
et ps g ffe =
: V] e & tadd- W be
8 vy tte £ avdsh | 3
Rd & o i ® |
pd JiiX dh vetis m byo
Wh tdd weev H th e &l
)] v o

Attiian th vd tp b y
b ybh  abw D ¥ s d
i/ B td
m th vap & d
T a8 b iy e
rif ath OV B tda
cpn d aiig e B dp
bw 8, b0 way, §d
B ath  tdkh o Hm
ceh ,diip oveh
tha oV p tat difn E 8

BR eabor geWalg ton

ko te ve \b W B te to

d tih & wb &n dh t
stin ¢ d db a ta tt yPh

B téd pdv ba th tb MheT raéorg
Washing onh 8 tw &h

BV B tolian

rathh to B gp la ve
H "8ty B 8 {ip h
b Hw K 6 gaVv b tomhh

B N th VR )

cet db & | ? i

Er reff ;1] o -vh 1) to

Wh tb § g P ch thl ove d a
fb HaflitH

s tatiEv d "
ow t yRd w, il tb



Wh tp  tateh g Hip B t
b b W @ eted b 3\ B to
b tkn én E Hin tin
v ap tw P g & yh
co tp g

b B sp g
af tt av B th sw Ha
f efiw & dlb t
g iy tesn
e thr g af o h H 3
b - %
i e tm
Wh tov i de &l
th ts tatfin Al H wh
weh B tHn digh t
WhH tov  dikiph
p wd dils tattp il st
] abv H "2RBRb b vk tw a
e ] el

a d df 0 va t
g sdie ff'k b tgn to
d vab e B W a tp 8
B xeh o & d @ !
ik e b & B Ve
th te veigl’ b wa
g d& Hn ;| ch t
Bh (] d MNb xttim w
Wh td gl
ge rh  ihh gl ewa d
ydeg .Y i ad za
tw s b xtHh
e o tedV B tro tn 4
m 233 A od o}
att d dh W B tdd/ el
H stk de yad/l
fe ve Hn drg v om th
btte ete td B tr eg db
c owdE ; o dib g%
statah 7] tHe g e o by
Bh d t tiin op t

t »3



Walng ton’R  iblh

Wh tatr g o W ati
b df ativ g tb va
ye difia wedv B8 V¥,Bb th
5 g atd ab Wb th w &
Hip B evk e tk A
il dh av e d
& b sl tign
b ewedg th & b &€ d te?
e #p by dv & vy
ga tb ty aw o h o &
b s vyw & &t o db
d ab t th e b tiw
B & ttd g (| @
p 8 h @ tdp b
re fia ;% e P e’
o sf stP b *gae & & d
evdd atih av s b
tf ed di i3] v ee
tp tdh em B v o teh "
;) tip d ow
b L dp to dB
i gt ae xta th
B W e d gl o
rp ateex B v 8w e &
hte e tdd atly a b
H o @
Wh tm va tta b ah
] tiF i) Y d
B &l fy W B to d
) 's6mmen tariesit h i ate
aiim a ya ffa dh én
reocd tH b wdh by &
Reh te W te e tiév gb
b dr b @ &
th ta tm t ylR d ato wa
“cip ) d an e d y
b "% YetW B to  dih e.
W gl ftemn )
id il D ak b d d



f div sth tR 2 H weve,
Hip a tw & dig
(i 4 déw a tgff ed tdb tth
b ¢ rbh vih A7 13 0,
B to\ tih F: Y ethh B
Fa 8 B , 1 P )
tt tbh M @ ,P @ eve
yeb @& wto "°
tp a tp il o]
t @t o wef avb é vyhB
v B to tovd din t
& d vyfv ah th
to i ;] te,p ta b by
] & b \h i wWE e
Hib Y &h o
y's’ @h @ &b

=g %
g B

o
o B

¥
B

&
&

B towv  difi s w
y,lw $  d t
B ta it &
m 2
ta tm t y8 tav dv By
i ) tap "W a
a it n s”? tw s
R av th an B th s
th ') atd  dp Y,
sfd tg @ oveat
ayHian R arch’s lves ,
g ta h
e * Bb W ahb

EPEEFOEREO
-]
g
o
%
g
<
a

L

]

o @ T
o
&

5B EEEF
B
B

to

It is said of Cato that even f om his infancy, in his
speech, his countenance, and all his childish
pastimes, he discovered an inflexible temper,
unmoved by any passion, and firm in everything. He
was resolute in his purposes, much beyond the
strength of his age, to go through with whatever he
undertook. . . . It was difficult to excite him to
laughter,—his countenance seldom relaxed even

into a smile.?>
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No f ontiersman understood the Indians better or
had greater patience in dealing with them. Gist was
a good shot, a fine hunter who seldom went hungry
if there was any game in the woods, and he had a
quick eye for good land. Few could excel him in
making himself comfortable in the wilderness, as,
for example, when he drove a panther f om its lair
under an overhanging rock and slept cheerti Ily
there on a January night in 1752. ... More than any

other man, Gist was to be George’s teacher in the

art of the f ontiersman.>
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The Wine, as they dos’d themselves pretty

plentifi lly with it, soon banish’d the restraint which
at first appear’d in their Conversation, & gave license
to their Tongues to reveal their Sentiments more

f eely. They told me it was their absolute Design to
take Possession of the Ohio, & by G——they wou’d
do it, for tho’ they were sensible, that the B glish
cou’d raise two Men for their one; yet they knew
their Motions were too slow & dilatory to prevent

any Undertaking of theirs.3®
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The shocking Scenes which presented themselves in
this Nights March are not to be described—The
dead—the dying—the groans—lamentation—and
crys along the Road of the wounded for help . ..
were enough to pierce a heart of adamant. the
gloom & horror of which was not a little encreased
by the imperis ous darkness occasioned by the close

shade of thick wood.?!
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In the years which followed his appointment he
grew accustomed to being greeted in the yard with
“Contemptuous Noise & Hallowing” and to being
subjected to “Heinous Insults.” He was defied by
drunken students and his orders were resisted with
physical i olence. Logs were rolled down the stairs
by his study door, his door knob was broken off, and
his cellar was broken open and his beer and brandy

stolen.
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For on the one side are fighting modesty, on the
other wantonness; on the one chastity, on the other
uncleanness; on the one honesty, on the other

f aud; on the one piety, on the other wickedness; on
the one consistency, on the other insanity; on the
one honour, on the other baseness; on the one
continence, on the other lust; in short, equity,
temperance, fortitude, prudence, all the v/ rtues

contend against iniquity with luxury, against

indolence, against rashness, against all the v/ ces.?*
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The fiery Soul abhor’d in Catiline
In Decius charms, in Curtius is divine,
The same Ambition can destroy or save,
And makes a Patriot as it makes a Knave.?’
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The Sweetness and Grandeur of his sounds, and the
Harmony of his Numbers give Pleasure enough to
reward the Reading if one understood none of his
meaning. Besides | find it, a noble kK ercise. It
exercises my Lungs, raises my Spirits, opens my Porr,
quickens the Circulations, and so contributes much

to Health.33
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His genius was superb, but his soul was often
common. With Cicero, i rtue was the accessory,
with Cato, glory. Cicero always thought of himself
first, Cato always forgot about himself. The latter

wanted to save the republic for its own sake, the

former in order to boast of it.>°
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Could Rome have been saved f om Slavery, the

E oquence of Cicero, and the Virtue of Cato, those
intrepid Defenders of Liberty and Law, seemed to
offer fair for it. . . . Brutus and Cassius, animated by a
Zeal for Liberty, endeavoured to rescue their
Country f om Slavery by killing the Usurper; and the
E oquence of Cicero seconding the glorious Design,
gave at first some Hopes that Rome might yet see

better Days.*
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As the People are the Fountain of Power and
Authority, the original Seat of Majesty, the Authors
of Laws, and the Creators of Officers to execute
them; if they shall find the Power they have
conferred abused by their Trustees, their Majesty

iv olated by Tyranny or by Usurpation, their Authority
prostituted to support Violence or screen
Corruption, the Laws grown pernicious through
Accidents unforeseen or unavoidable, or rendered
ineffectual through the Infidelity and Corruption of
the K ecutors of them; then it is their Right, and
what is their Right is their Duty, to resume that
delegated Power, and call their Trustees to an
Account; to resist the Usurpation, and extirpate the
Tyranny; to restore their sullied Majesty and
prostituted Authority; to suspend, alter, or abrogate
those Laws, and punish their unfaithfi | and corrupt
Officers. Nor is it the Duty only of the united Body;
but every Member of it ought, according to his
respective Rank, Power, and Weight in the

Community, to concur in advancing and supporting

those glorious Designs.*®
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Of pow’r THE PEOPLE are the source,
The fountain-head of human force;
Spurn’d by their Subjects, WHAT ARE KINGS,

But useless, helpless, haughty things ?%*
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Chapter 4
Jefferson Bloom at
William & Mary
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Rejecting all organs of information therefore but my
senses, | rid myself of the Pyrrhonisms [the ancient
Greek philosopher Pyrrho’s doctrine of complete
uncertainty] with which an indulgence in
speculations hyperphysical and antiphysical so
uselessly occupy and disquiet the mind. A single
sense may indeed be sometimes decieved, but
rarely; and never all our senses together, with their
faculty of reasoning. They eir dence realities; and
there are enough of these for all the purposes of
life, without plunging into the fathomless abyss of
dreams & phantasms. | am satisfied, and sufficiently
occupied with the things which are, without
tormenting or troubling myself about those which

may indeed be, but of which | have no e dence.??
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His Ideas of the B glish Constitution are correct and
his Political Writings are worth something: but in a
great part of them there is more of Faction than of
Truth: His Religion is a pompous Folly: and his Abuse
of the Christian Religion is as superficial as it is
impious. His Style is original and inimitable: it
resembles more the oratory of the Ancients, than
any Writings or Speeches | ever read in B glish.”®
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Know then thyself, presume not God to scan;
The proper study of Mankind is Man.
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Let us suppose a great prince governing a wicked
and rebellious people. He has it in his power to
punish, he thinks fit to pardon them. But he orders
his only and beloved son to be put to death to
expiate their sins.’®
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Happiness the aim of life.

Virtue the foundation of happiness
Utility the test of virtue . . .

Virtue consists in

1. Prudence

2. Temperance

3. Fortitude
4. Justice®®
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Chapter 5
Madison Breaks W ay to

Princeton
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advocated constitutionalism, the preservation of
civ | liberties, the abolition of slavery; gradualism,
moderation, peace, internationalism, social and
economic progress with due respect to national and
local tradition. He believed in justice and the rule of
law; defended f eedom of opinion and association;
detested all forms of extremism and fanaticism; put
his faith in the balance of power and the dii/ sion of
authority as a weapon against despotic rule by
indiiv duals or groups or majorities; and approved of
social equality, but not to the point at which it
threatened indiiv dual liberty; and of liberty, but not
to the point where it threatened to disrupt orderly

government.6
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Hence it appears that every good form of
government must be complex, so that the one
principle may check the other. It is of consequence
to have as much ¥ rtue among the particular
members of a community as possible; but it is folly
to expect that a state should be upheld by integrity
in all who have a share in managing it. They must be
so balanced, that when one draws to his own
interest or inclination, there may be an over poise
upon the whole.
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At a time when our lordly Masters in Great Britain
will be satisfied with nothing less than the

deprivation of American f eedom, it seems highly
necessary that something shou’d be done to avert

the stroke and maintain the liberty which we have

derived f om our Ancestors. %8
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which raised ancient Rome f om the smallest
beginnings, to that bright summit of happiness and
glory to which she arrived; and it was the loss of this
which plunged her f om that summit, into the black
gulf of infamy and slavery. It was this attachment
which inspired her senators with wisdom; it was this
which glowed in the breasts of her heroes; it was
this which guarded her liberties, and extended her
dominions, gave peace at home, and commanded,
respect abroad. . ..
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Chapter 6
A am and the Fuse of
Rebellion
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What do We mean by the Revolution? The War?
That was no part of the Revolution. It was only an
Effect and Consequence of it. The Revolution was in
the Minds of the People, and this was effected, f om
1760 to 1775, in the course of fifteen years before a

drop of blood was drawn at Lexington.?
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Liberty, . . . which has never been enjoyd, in its @ Il
Perfection, by more than ten or twelve Millions of
Men at any Time, since the Creation, will reign in

America, over hundreds and Thousands of Millions
3

ata Time.
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They knew that government was a plain, simple,
intelligible thing founded in nature and reason and
guite comprehensible by common sense. They
detested all the base serv ces, and seri le
dependencies of the feudal system. They knew that
no such unworthy dependences took place in the
ancient seats of liberty, the republic of Greece and

Rome.>
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way.

Let us dare to read, think, speak and write. Let every
order and degree among the people rouse their
attention and animate their resolution. Let them all
become attentive to the grounds and principles of
government, ecclesiastical and cii/ I. Let us study the
law of nature; search into the spirit of the British
constitution; read the histories of ancient ages;

contemplate the great examples of Greece and

Rome. ...’
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it had an Effect upon the People of New B gland
beyond all Imagination. . .. perhaps no one thing
that ever was written or done contributed more
than that Publication, to unite the People of New
B gland, as one Man in the Resolution of opposing
force, to the stamp Act, and of hav ng recourse to

Arms rather than submit to it.2
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Thirty Years of my Life are passed in Preparation for
Business. | have had Poverty to struggle with—B vy
and Jealousy and Malice of B emies to encounter—
no Friends, or but few to assist me, so that | have
groped in dark Obscurity, till of late, and had but just
become known, and gained a small degree of
Reputation, when this execrable Project was set on
foot for my Ruin as well as that of America in

General, and of Great Britain.’
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| think he was the best humored man in society |
almost ever knew, and the greatest orator that ever
lived. He had a consummate knolege of the human
heart, which directing the efforts of his eloquence
enabled him to attain a degree of popularity with
the people at large never perhaps equalled. His
judgment in other matters was inaccurate in matters
of law it was not worth a copper: He was avaritious
& rotten hearted. His two great passions were the
love of money & of fame: but when these came into

competition the former predominated.*®
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Mister President, Tho’ | am truly sensible of the high
Honour done me in this Appointment, yet | feel
great distress, f om a consciousness that my abilities
& Military experience may not be equal to the
extensive & important Trust: . . . But lest some
unlucky event should happen unfavourable to my
reputation, | beg it may be rememberd by every
Gentleman in the room, that | this day declare with
the utmost sincerity, | do not think my self equal to

the Command | am honoured with.38
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Public Virtue cannot exist in a Nation without
private, and public Virtue is the only Foundation of
Republics. There must be a possitive Passion for the
public good, the public Interest, Honour, Power, and
Glory, established in the Minds of the People, or
there can be no Republican Government, nor any

real Liberty. And this public Passion must be

Superiour to all private Passions.*’
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Chapter 7
Jefferson’s Declaration of
the “Aic an Mind”
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The passage of the Patowmac through the Blue
ridge is perhaps one of the most stupendous scenes
in nature. On your right comes up the Shenandoah,
hair ng ranged along the foot of the mountain an
hundred miles to seek a vent. On your left
approaches the Patowmac, in quest of a passage
also. In the moment of their junction they rush
together against the mountain, rend it asunder, and

pass off to the sea.’
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Or the case may be likened to the ordinary one of a
tenant for life, who may hypothecate the land for his
debts during the continuance of his usuf uct; but at



his death the reversioner (who is also for life only)
receives it exonerated f om all burthen. The period
of a generation, or the term of it’s life is determined
by the laws of mortality, which, varying a little only
in different climates, offer a general average, to be

found by observation.?
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| knew that, to such a mind as yours, persuasion was
idle & impertinent: that before forming your
decision, you had weighed all the reasons for &
against the measure, had made up your mind on i I
i ew of them, & that there could be little hope of
changing the result. Pursuing my reflections too |
knew we were some day to try to walk alone, and if
the essay should be made while you should be alive
& looking on, we should derive confidence f om that

circumstance, & resource if it failed.*

6 tay dn g ffeaw B

t e a\db ) b

: ) g d teejp yeth a té
teat av e ¢ Hp 8
& av diip tyw e @

b t Hy thwv f dE adp ,
thin W o g s t-
oy  ts, din thfln

B ta bt yn tdec Ha

The knell, the shroud, the mattock, and the grave;

The deep damp vault, the darkness, and the worm;

These are the bugbears of a winter’s eve.”
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Where in Locke property is the basis of social

diiv sion into classes, Jefferson’s formulation
marginalized the principle of social class. The
landless could no longer be regarded as either so
marginal or so subordinate as in Locke. Where Locke
nurtured a negative conception of liberty, centered
on protection of property, for Jeffersonians liberty

was a positive, developmental concept to be upheld

and advanced by the state and its agencies.'®
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Do you recollect the pensive and awfi | silence which
pervaded the house when we were called up, one
after another, to the table of the President of
Congress, to subscribe what was believed by many
at that time to be our own death warrants?
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The new Government . . . will require a Purification
f om our Vices, and an Augmentation of our Virtues
or they will be no Blessings. The People will have
unbounded Power. And the People are extreamly
addicted to Corruption and Venality, as well as the
Great.—| am not without Apprehensions f om this

Q arter.?®
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Chapter 8

Washington
The d blest Roman of Them All
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In all your marches, at times, at least, even when
there is no possible danger, move with f ont, rear,
and flank guards, that they may be familiarized to
the use; and be regular in your encampments,
appointing necessary guards for the security of your
camp. In short, whether you expect an enemy or
not, this should be practised; otherwise your
attempts will be confi sed and awkward, when
necessary. Be plain and precise in your orders, and
keep copies of them to refer to, that no mistakes

may happen.®
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entitled me, | thought, to your adir ce upon any
point in which | appeard to be wanting—to meet
with any thing then, that carried with it a
complexion of witholding that adiv ce f om me, and
censuring my Conduct to another was such an
argument of disengenuity that | was not a little

mortified at it.3*
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You are to be extreamely ¥ gilant & watchful to
guard against surprizes, & to use every means in
your power to obtain a knowledge of the B emys
Numbers—Situation—and designs. If at any time
you should discover that they are mowv ng f om
Brunswick and that @ arter towards Trenton, or the
Delaware in other parts, endeavour, if it can be
attempted with a probability of success, to fall upon
their Rear, & if nothing more can be done, annoy
them in their March.

Every piece of Intelligence wch you may think of
Importance for me to know, communicate it without
loss of time.*®
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It is high Time for Us to abandon this execrable
defensive Plan. It will be our Ruin if We do not. Long
Lines, and defensive Systems have very near, undone
Us. ... Our Army has ever been such an hugh
enormous Mass of Deadness and Torpor, that | dont
wonder their Inactiiv ty has bred the Plague among
them. We must have a fighting enterprizing Spirit



conjured up in our Army. The Army that Attacks has
an infinite Advantage, and ever has had f om the
Plains of Pharsalia to the Plains of Abraham, the

Plains of Trenton and Princeton.”®
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| know the comments that some people will make
on our Fabian conduct. It will be imputed either to
cowardice or to weakness: But the more discerning,
| trust, will not find it difficult to conceive that it
proceeds f om the truest policy, and is an argument
neither of the one nor the other. The liberties of



America are an infinite stake. We should not play a
desperate game for it or put it upon the issue of a
single cast of the die. The loss of one general
engagement may effectually ruin us, and it would
certainly be folly to hazard it, unless our resources
for keeping up an army were at an end, and some
decisive blow was absolutely necessary; or unless
our strength was so great as to give certainty of
success. Neither is the case. America can in all
probability maintain its army for years, and our
numbers though such as would give a reasonable
hope of success are not such as should make us
intirely sanguine.
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The circumstances of our country put it in our
power, to evade a pitched battle. It will be better
policy, to harass and exhaust the soldiery, by

f equent skirmishes and incursions, than to take the
open field with them, by which means, they would
have the fi Il benefit of their superior regularity and

skill.®2
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The strategic key was the Continental Army. If it
remained intact as an effective fighting force, the
American Revolution remained alive. The British
army could occupy Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia, and it did. The British navy could
blockade and bombard American seaports with
impunity, and it did. The Continental Congress could
be driven f om one location to another like a covey
of pigeons, and it was. But as long as Washington
held the Continental Army together, the British
could not win the war, which in turn meant that they

would eventually lose it.®®
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the point is that at the end ofthat gar , we still had
an army.
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Chapter 9
The War Strains the
Classical Model
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with far the greatest part of mankind, interest is the
governing principle; and that, almost, every man is
more or less, under its influence. Motives of public

iV rtue may for a time, or in particular instances,
actuate men to the observance of a conduct purely
disinterested; but they are not of themselves
sufficient to produce a persevering conformity to the
refined dictates and obligations of social duty. Few
men are capable of making a continual sacrifice of
all v ews of private interest, or advantage, to the

common good.?
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Men may speculate as they will—they may talk of
patriotism—they may draw a few examples f om
ancient story of great atchievements performed by
it’s influence; but, whoever builds upon it, as a
sufficient basis, for conducting a long and bloody
War, will find themselves deceived in the end. . . .|
do not mean to exclude altogether the idea of
patriotism. | know it exists, and | know it has done
much in the present contest. But | will venture to
assert, that a great and lasting War can never be
supported on this principle alone—It must be aided
by a prospect of interest or some reward. For a time
it may, of itself, push men to action—to bear much
—to encounter difficulties; but it will not endure

unassisted by interest.3
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But supposing the Country ungratefi | what can the
army do? It must submit to its hard fate. To seek
redress by its arms would end in its ruin. . . . |
confess could force avail | should almost wish to see
it employed. | have an indifferent opinion of the
honesty of this country, and ill-forebodings as to its

fi ture system.3>
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it is in their choice and depends upon their conduct,
whether they will be respectable and prosperous or
contemptible and Miserable as a Nation. . . . it is yet
to be decided whether the Revolution must
ultimately be considered as a blessing or a curse: a
blessing or a curse, not to the present Age alone, for
with our fate will the destiny of unborn Millions be
involved.
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the foundation of our B pire was not laid in the
gloomy Age of ignorance and superstition, but at an
p ocha when the rights of Mankind were better
understood and more clearly defined, than at any
former period—The researches of the human Mind
after social happiness have been carried to a great
extent, the treasures of knowledge acquired by the
labours of Philosophers, Sages and Legislators,
through a long succession of years, are laid open for
our use and their collected wisdom may be happily
applied in the establishment of our forms of
Government.
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| have it in contemplation . . . to make a tour thro’ all
the Eastern States—thence into Canada—thence up



the St Lawrence, & thro’ the Lakes to Detroit—
thence to lake Michigan by Land or water—thence
thro’ the western Country, by the river lllinois, to the
river Mississippi, & down the same to New Orleans
—thence thro’ the two Carolina’s home—A great
tour this, you will say—probably it may take place no
where but in imagination, tho’ it is my wish to begin
it in the latter end of April of next year; if it should
be realized, there would be nothing wanting to make

it perfectly agreeable, but your Company.**
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If he was not the greatest President he was the best
Actor of Presidency We have ever had. His Address
to The States when he left the Army; His solemn
Leave taken of Congress when he resigned his
Commission; his Farewell Address to the People

when he resigned his Presidency.*®
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Chapter 10
From a Difficult War to an
Uneasy Peace
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Neither the manners nor the genius of Rome are
suited to the republic or age we live in. All her
maxims and habits were military, her government
was constituted for war. Ours is unfit for it, and our
situation still less than our constitution, ini tes us to
emulate the conduct of Rome, or to attempt a

display of unprofitable heroism.2
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Aristotle in his Politics had already engaged in
comparisons between different sorts of
constitutional arrangements, and Montesquieu had
tried to offer a general theory of the relationship
between the “spirits” of different polities and the
way they were organized. But as a systematic effort
to identify the core working elements of all the
confederacies known to have existed, Madison’s

document was unprecedented.'®
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We learn that great commotions are prevailing in
Massts. An appeal to the Sword is exceedingly
dreaded. The discontented it is said are as numerous
as the f iends of Govt. and more decided in their
measures. Should they get uppermost, it is uncertain
what may be the effect. They profess to aim only at
a reform of their Constition and of certain abuses in
the public administration, but an abolition of debts
public & private, and a new diis sion of property are

strongly suspected to be in contemplation.3?

@ dn teblleh
g dif B
h vah th & av ) tg kb
o R & tp m b
goven t

] ya ffe ffa & ®H H &
6 va tb \b th
B ffa of B e E B ystéh
m y,if i @ Ve dg
tdir )] dn a b b
refl o dh teh g to?3
B ydc m d W tv Uy &@
h thif ti S : 1] ,
Siip a téh
statp o @ A i D @ v

Ild,] w 4



Ativl tV i gav b tdawv 8

watlh tig e
Rd gt ttd dh by eta y
fd o@m ffa SHi6 fd ati
goven fr th & v b
H tg diin b oa
@ ofd at.W en tthkdn e
av diP e d fht dh 03]
m b " H tev Hv cigh t
ws  chi v av av edo
5 v ad R b of o
d d& §h t@ a t8 etH
fen i e”?

bl &£ van én ti
“@ t \dh ve vdn dh @ e
v eexbh & "By bd dh t
teifticth th e
B 8 B 8 g j#H
8 ad "8

Evdilg oven twe g oy
| H i g a
systedh  HE Ay p d @& ffea
Peh t ven tw a tB g & e
R d d & tt cile P d
f diep P P 73 ¢
tthh t v i o
a lgdP ki o
p & dh thi V8

h thdin v d o@ te va @
¢ ffeav dh tav b b
6 fd ap fc i o}
eve \i tp atgk e
p # tatdc v e th atw a
tib & th & tg
Ha te i we b
E p °

4h tdl wej g
ga atw & qidb
6 fd ath bm )]
"] " i A 0 o



cot p &h abw ) »9

i bp atp d wit
b diiii® a
s th B tHh @ e

(7] thie ve b tatdl tH
re 8 tati & ¢ it @l
cen b b th tve b tatéh 0
eblif e a tHR d
B b W dfm B o
v ea g H i 0 va ty B
bte "a tmn | tf d&o a
goven tw il aftd * B fd at
<} & b phn td A
g d a b 2 2 bt H dv
d atd iiiln th "
be vdp R ) w.2

MlionBr ges

v gt b -7
wih o fd atg ove tw a
g b e

the present System neither has nor deserves
advocates; and if some very strong props are not
applied will quickly tumble to the ground. No money
is paid into the public Treasury; no respect is paid to
the federal authority. Not a single State complies
with the requisitions, several pass them over in
silence, and some positively reject them. The
payments ever since the peace have been
decreasing, and of late fall short even of the pittance
necessary for the Civv | list of the Confederacy. It is

not possible that a Government can last long under

these circumstances.*?
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to preserve as far as | could an exact account of
what might pass in the Convention whilst executing
its trust, with the magnitude of which | was duly
impressed, as | was with the gratification promised
to fi ture curiosity by an authentic exhibition of the
objects, the opinions & the reasonings f om which
the new System of Govt. was to receive its peculiar
structure & organization. Nor was | unaware of the
value of such a contribution to the fi nd of materials
for the History of a Constitution on which would be
Staked the happiness of a people great even in its
infancy, and possibly the cause of liberty throughout

the world.3
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He blends together the profound politician, with the
Scholar. In the management of every great question
he eir dently took the lead in the Convention, and
tho’ he cannot be called an Orator, he is a most
agreeable, eloquent, and coni ncing Speaker. From a
spirit of industry and application which he possesses
in a most eminent degree, he always comes forward
the best informed Man on any point in debate. . ..
He is easy and unreserved among his acquaintance,
and has a most agreeable style of conversation.
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He is vain, irritable and a bad calculator of the force
and probable effect of the motives which govern
men. This is all the ill which can possibly be said of
him. He is as disinterested as the being which made
him: he is profound in his ¥ ews: and accurate in his
judgment except where knowledge of the world is
necessary to form a judgment. He is so amiable, that
| pronounce you will love him if ever you become

acquainted with him. He would be, as he was, a

great man in Congress.*°
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These lawyers, and men of learning, and moneyed
men, that talk so finely, and gloss over matters so
smoothly, to make us poor illiterate people swallow
down the pill, expect to get into Congress
themselves; they expect to be the managers of this
Constitution, and get all the power and all the
money into their own hands, and then they will
swallow up all us little folks . . . just as the whale

swallowed up Jonah. This is what | am af aid of.®°
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Something must be done to preserve your liberty
and mine: The Confederation; this same despised
Government, merits, in my opinion, the highest
encomium: It carried us through a long and
dangerous war: It rendered us v ctorious in that
bloody conflict with a powerfi | nation: It has
secured us a territory greater than any & ropean
monarch possesses: And shall a Government which
has been thus strong and v gorous, be accused of
imbecility and abandoned for want of energy?
Consider what you are about to do before you part
with this Government.
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Chapter 12
The Classical Vision
Sm shes into A erican

Reality
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The case has ever been the fact

Since Brutus did exclaim,

Virtue | have followed thee,

But found an empty name.
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Bt o n  the
systen

We must not imagine that the f eedom of the
Romans was lost, because one party fought for the
maintenance of liberty; another for the
establishment of tyranny; and that the latter
prevailed. No. The spirit of liberty was dead, and the

spirit of faction had taken its place on both sides.
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The Presidt. was much inflamed, got into one of
those passions when he cannot command himself.
Run on much on the personal abuse which had been
bestowed on him. Defied any man on earth to
produce one single act of his since he had been in
the government which was not done on the purest
motives. That he had never repented but once the
hai/ ng slipped the moment of resigning his office,
and that was every moment since. That by god he
had rather be in his grave than in his present
situation. That he had rather be on his farm than to
be made emperor of the world and yet that they

were charging him with wanting to be a king.*
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Jefferson went off Yesterday, and a good riddance of
bad ware. | hope his Temper will be more cool and
his Principles more reasonable in Retirement than
they have been in office. . .. He has Talents | know,
and Integrity | believe: but his mind is now poisond

with Passion Prejudice and Faction.*’
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| may be able to engage some young man in
Charlottesi lle to copy acts for those who need
them, for hire. | have no body liv ng with me who
could do it, and | am become too lazy, with the pen,
and too much attached to the plough to do it myself.
| live on my horse f om an early breakfast to a late
dinner, and very often after that till dark. This
occasions me to be in great arrears in my pen-

work.*®
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If the basis of popular government in peacetime is
i rtue, the basis of popular government during a
revolution is both v/ rtue and terror; v rtue, without
which terror is banefi |; terror, without which v rtue
is powerless. Terror is nothing more than speedy,
severe and inflexible justice; it is thus an emanation

of v rtue.®’
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The American two-party system, the nation’s
enduring source of political stability, was forged in—
and, fair to say, created by—the nation’s
newspapers. Newspapers had shaped the
ratification debate between Federalists and Anti-
Federalists, and by 1791 newspapers were already
beginning to shape the first party system, a contest

between Federalists and those who aligned

themselves with a newly emerging opposition.8?
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With grief proclaim f om shore to shore,

Our guide, our Washington’s no more.>%
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The higher a Man is raised in stations of honour
power and trust the greater are his temtations to do
rong & gratify those selfeish prinsaples. Give a man
honour & he wants more. Give him power & he
wants more. Give him money & he wants more. In
short he is neaver easy, but the more he has the
more he wants.
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Chapter 13

The Revolution of 1800
The People, B t the Plebes
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Nor can | have any disposition to do it. | admit that
his politics are tinctured with fanaticism, that he is
too much in earnest in his democracy, that he has
been a mischevous enemy to the principle measures
of our past administration, that he is crafty &
persevering in his objects, that he is not scrupulous
about the means of success, nor very mindfi | of
truth, and that he is a contemptible hypocrite.
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was as real a revolution in the principles of our
government as that of 76 was in it’s form;. ... The
nation declared it’s will by dismissing fi nctionaries
of one principle, and electing those of another, in

the two branches, executive and legislative,

submitted to their election.'?
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My K cuse is, that haiv ng been the Object of much
Misrepresentation, some of my Posterity may
probably wish to see in my own hand Writing a
proof of the falsehood of that Mass of odious Abuse
of my Character, with which News Papers, private

Letters and public Pamphlets and Histories have

been disgraced for thirty Years.?®
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Cicero was libelled, Slandered insulted by all Parties;
by Caesars Party, by Catilines Crew, by Clodius’s
Mermidons, Aye and by Pompey the Patricians and
the Senate too—He was persecuted and tormented
by turns and by all Parties and all Factions, and
sometimes by combinations of all of them together,
and that for his most v rtuous and glorious Councils
and Conduct. . .. Injured, insulted and provoked as |

am, | blush not to imitate the Roman. . .. >
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| did consider his last appointments to office as
personally unkind. They were f om among my most
ardent political enemies, f om whom no faithfi |
cooperation could ever be expected, and laid me
under the embarrasment of acting thro’ men whose
iV ews were to defeat mine; or to encounter the
odium of putti g others in their places. It seemed

but common justice to leave a successor f ee to act

by instruments of his own choice.>®
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...our posies are all senseless; forced exoticks
nourished by foreign fire, painted leaves of tiffany
wound on formal wire. When, oh when, shall the
winter of criticism be passed and the springtime of
passion return! when shall the library be deserted
for the fields. . . . when, oh when, shall the idolatry
of learning be superseded by the worship of truth!
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The gratefi incense Heaven’s high favour won,
And CATO liv'd again—in WASHINGTON.
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No sordid passions e’er possess the soul,

But publick Spirit animate the whole—>°
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Blest is the man with wooden head
Who labours for his daily bread.
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Mine is an odd destiny. Perhaps no man in the
UStates has sacrificed or done more for the present
Constitution than myself— and contrary to all my
anticipations of its fate, as you know f om the very
begginning | am still labouring to prop the f ail and
worthless fabric. Yet | have the murmurs of its

f iends no less than the curses of its foes for my
rewards. What can | do better than withdraw f om
the Scene? Every day proves to me more and more

that this American world was not made for me.>®
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The first Point of his Biography is that he was a
Stranger of illegitimate Birth. Some Mode must be
contrived to pass over this handsomely. He was
indiscreet, vain and opinionated. These things must
be told or the Character will be incomplete—and yet
they must be told in such Manner as not to destroy
the Interest. He was on Principle opposed to
republican and attached to monarchical
Government—And then his Opinions were generally
known and have been long and loudly

proclaimed. . . . | must not either dwell on his
domestic Life—He has long since foolishly published
the Avowal of conjugal Infidelity.
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Vive, vale, et siquid nov sti rectius istis
Candidus imperti sinon, his ulere mecum.”?
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Chapter 14
The End of Ar can

Classicism
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| would adi’ se you to undertake a regular course of
history & poetry in both languages, in Greek, go first
thro’ the Cyropaedia, and then read Herodotus,
Thucydides, Xenophon’s Hellenies & Anabasis,
Arrian’s Alexander, & Plutarch’s lives, for prose
reading: Homer’s lliad & Odyssey, B ripides,
Sophocles in poetry, & Demosthenes in Oratory;
alternating prose & verse as most agreeable to
yourself. In Latin read Livy, Caesar, Sallust Tacitus,
Cicero’s Philosophies, and some of his Orations, in
prose; and Virgil, Oir d’s Metamorphoses, Horace,

Terence & Juvenal for poetry.”
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You will jeopardize the harmony of the Union, which
may possibly ultimate in a civ | war. Recollect,
Greece was destroyed by div sion, and Rome by
consolidation. Then let us be content with our
inheritance, and profit by their example. ... The
examples of Greece, of Carthage, and of Rome show
us the danger of being moved by a momentary
excitement of popular passion.
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... as all men of sense know, that political parties
are inseparable f om f ee government, and that in



many and material respects they are very usefi | to
the country. . .. The disposition to abuse power, so
deeply planted in the human heart, can by no other
means be more effectually checked.
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In America, a diligent and faithfi | clergy . . . can
secure their favour only in proportion to their usef |
seri/ ces. A fair and generous competition among the
different denominations of christians, while it does
not extinguish their mutual charity, promotes an
emulation that will have a beneficial influence on

the public morals.3!

f ewv d b & b dib

2 tha \&f it & B

g b tiid atd dn en v b
b ) av o dB a
Fav bem tich thh

b o ,8 aifp b s'Hl

co d

A stupid wretch, who cannot read,

(A very likely thing indeed)

Receives f om Heaven a calling;

He leaves his plough, he drops his hoe,
Gets on his meeting clothes, and lo,

Sets up the trade of bawling.*?
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A man can be a man of education without being
drilled through college. It is far better to know the
men among whom one lives, than to know men who
have been dead three thousand years. If | am
deficient in classical lore, | am pretty well booked up
in the rascality of the age in which we live. .. .|
would not barter away all the practical knowledge |
have received in lumber and ship-yards for all the
Latin that was ever spoken in ancient Rome. | had
rather speak sense in one plain and expressive

language, than speak nonsense in fifty.>?
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Athens . .. when her sons, under Miltiades, won
liberty for mankind on the field of Marathon; more
than Sparta contained, when she ruled Greece, . . .
more than Rome gathered on her seven hills, when,
under her kings, she commenced that sovereign
sway, which afterwards embraced the whole earth.
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the whole history of the world proves that this is far
f om being the case. In the ancient republics of
Greece and Rome, where the spirit of liberty glowed
with the most intensity, the slaves were more
numerous than the f eemen. Aristotle, and the great
men of antiquity, believed slavery necessary to keep
alive the spirit of f eedom.
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4. PROMOTE, CULTIVATE, AND REWARD VIRTUE IN
PUBLIC LIFE—BUT DON’T COUNT ON IT
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5. RESPECT OUR CORE INSTITUTIONS—AND PUSH
THEM
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7. ENRICH THE POLITICAL VOCABULARY
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8. RECLAIM THE DEFINITION OF “UN-AMERICAN”
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9. REHABILITATE “HAPPINESS”
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. “We do not call ourselves ‘Native American’”: Richard
Cullen Rath, How Early America Sounded (Cornell University
Press, 2005), 145.

P obghv fAic a?

. “Whenever we as Americans have faced serious crises”:
Ralph E lison, Shadow and Act (Random House, 1964), 106.

. the influence of B lightenment thinking on the founders:
Daniel Walker Howe, “B ropean Sources of Political Ideas in
Jeffersonian America,” Reviews in American History 10, no.
4 (December 1982), 29.

. “Synthesis demands regard for complexity”: Peter Gay, The
Enlightenment: An Interpretation: The Rise of Modern
Paganism (Alf ed A. Knopf, 1966), x.

. “How is it that we hear the loudest yelps”: James Boswell,
The Life of Samuel Johnson (Jones & Company, 1829), 352.
Italics in original.

. “Their reading in the classics”: Meyer Reinhold, Classica
Americana: The Greek and Roman Heritage in the United
States (Wayne State University Press, 1984), 20, 25.

Pabtion

. a play about Cato: Thomas Fleming, “George Washington’s
Favorite Play,” Journal of the American Revolution (11
December 2013), accessed online, as are almost all
subsequent references to academic journals.

. Joseph Addison’s Cato: Paul Leicester Ford, Washington
and the Theatre (The Dunlap Society, 1899), 1. See also
Jared Brown, The Theatre in American During the
Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 1995), 54; as well
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as Randall Fuller, “Theaters of the American Revolution:
The Valley Forge ‘Cato’ and the Meschianza in Their
Transcultural Contexts,” Early American Literature 34, no. 2
(1999), 128.

Bp telP owepBbniabicim

. James Madison kept a bust of Athena: E izabeth Chew, v ce

president for museum programs, James Madison’s
Montpelier, email message to author.

. a stable housed Caractacus: Henry Randall, The Life of

Thomas Jefferson, Vol. 1 (Derby & Jackson, 1858), 69.

. “Cleopatra ought not to be fed too high”: “John Adams to

Abigail Adams, 9 April 1796,” Founders Online.

. Among the enslaved: E izabeth Dowling Taylor, A Slave in

the White House: Paul Jennings and the Madisons (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2012), 38; “Thomas Jefferson’s List of Slaves at
Poplar Forest (ca. 2—13 November 1814),” Founders Online;
Henry Wiencek, An Imperfect God: George Washington, His
Slaves, and the Creation of America (Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 2003), 99.

. Our “Senate” meets in “The Capitol”: | owe this observation

of the names of our political parties to Howard Mumford
Jones, O Strange New World: American Culture: The
Formative Years (Viking, 1964), 229.

. Our Supreme Court convenes: For the observation about

the Supreme Court building as a Roman temple, | am
indebted to Paul MacKendrick, “‘This Rich Source of
Delight’: The Classics and the Founding Fathers,” The
Classical Journal 72, no. 2 (December 1976-January 1977),
104. The weight of the doors is f om the website of the
Office of the Curator, Supreme Court of the United States.

. “He does not possess Wealth, it possesses him”: Richard

Gummere, The American Colonial Mind and the Classical
Tradition (Harvard University Press, 1963), 127.

”, u

. “Arolling stone gathers no moss”: “From Benjamin Franklin

to Samuel Cooper Johonnot, 25 January 1782,” Franklin
papers, Founders Online, 1; The Moral Sayings of Publius
Syrus, trans. D. Lyman (L. E Barnard, 1856), 48.

. nodded to the ancient world in naming their settlements:

Meyer Reinhold, Classica Americana: The Greek and Roman
Heritage in the United States (Wayne State University Press,
1984), 257.

the “lynchpin” of public life: Joyce Appleby, Liberalism and
Republicanism in the Historical Imagination (Harvard
University Press, 1992), 21.

“V rtue” appears about six thousand times: Based on a
search of “ rtue” on Founders Online, hereafter FO. There
is some repetition as letters f om one founder to another
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

appear twice, in the papers both of the sender and the
recipient.

“It is impossible to read in Thucydides”: John Adams,
“Preface” in A Defence of the Constitutions of Government
of the United States of America, in The Works of John
Adams, Vol. IV, ed. Charles Francis Adams (Charles C. Little
and James Brown, 1851), 285.

look with admiration on the Greeks: Reinhold, Classica
Americana, 97.

Polybius had criticized the people of Athens: Polybius,
Histories, Book 6:44 in Richard Gummere, “The Classical
Ancestry of the United States Constitution,” American
Quarterly 14, no. 1 (Spring 1962), 8.

“The history of Athens abounds”: Edward Wortley
Montagu, Reflections on the Rise and Fall of the Antient
Republicks (A. Millar, 1759), 84.

“as brave and as f ee a people”: John Dickinson, Letters

f om a Farmer in Pennsylvania (J. Almon, 1774), 29.

John Adams reported: “From John Adams to Benjamin
Rush, 28 July 1789,” FO.

a “Christian Sparta”: Samuel Adams, The Writings of Samuel
Adams, Vol. IV, 1778-1802, ed. Harry Alonzo Cushing (G.P.
Putnam’s Sons, 1908), 238.

“Cicero in Latin, and Xenophon in Greek”: Edward Gibbon,
Memoirs of Edward Gibbon, & q. (Houghton, Mifflin, & Co.,
1882), 107.

“The fame of Cicero flourishes at present”: Dav d Hume,
Philosophical & says Concerning Human Understanding (M.
Cooper, 1751), 4.

These preferences extended across national and cultural
boundaries: Harold Parker, The Cult of Antiquity and the
French Revolutionaries: A Study in the Development of the
Revolutionary Spirit (University of Chicago Press, 1937), 18—
20.

Greek tragedians stood far in the background: Reinhold,
Classica Americana, 332; For the German enthusiasm for
ancient Greek literature during the nineteenth century, see
Michael Lind, “The Second Fall of Rome,” The Wilson
Quarterly (Winter 2000), 50; see also W. H. Auden, “The
Greeks and Us,” in Foreword and Afterwords (Vintage
Books, 1974), 4.

it was Terence: Meyer Reinhold, “The Classics and the

Q est for Virtue in E ghteenth-Century America,” in The
Usefi ness of Classical Learning in the E ghteenth Century,
ed. Susan Ford Wiltshire (American Philological Society,
1976), 11.

“my favourite author”: John Adams, “VI. ‘U’ to the Boston
Gazette, 29 August 1763,” FO.

Their attention to Rome was itself uneven: See, for
example, Dav d Bederman, The Classical Foundations of the
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

American Constitution: Prevailing Wisdom (Cambridge
University Press, 2008), 14.

“What gripped their minds”: Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological
Origins of the American Revolution (Belknap Press, 2017),
25.

“the Roman Republic attained to the utmost height of
human greatness”: Alexander Hamilton, “The Federalist
No. 34 [5 January 1788],” FO.

“made himself perpetual dictator”: John Adams, “1771.
Thurdsday June 13th, [f om the Diary of John Adams],”
Adams Papers, FO.

Their articles became central to the political debate:
Bernard Bailyn, “Political k perience and B lightenment
Ideas in E ghteenth-Century America,” in The American
Historical Review 67 (1962), 344; see also Alan Taylor,
American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804
(W. W. Norton, 2016), 92.

“gave unreserved endorsement to f ee speech”: Forrest
McDonald, Novus Ordo Seclorum: The Intellectual Origins of
the Constitution (University Press of Kansas, 1985), 47. The
comment on f ee speech appears in “Discourse on Libels,”
October 27, 1722, by John Trenchard [and Thomas
Gordon], Cato’s Letters, Volume Il (J. Walthoe, T. and T.
Longman, C. Hitch and L. Hawes, J. Hodges, A. Millar, J. and
J. Riv ngton, J. Ward and M. Cooper, 1755), 292—-99.

Who were these colonial men: Gordon Wood,
Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders
Different (Penguin Press, 2006), 25.

“rude, mis-shapen piles”: Thomas Jefferson, “Notes on the
State of Virginia,” in Thomas Jefferson: Writings (Library of
America, 1984), 276, 278.

Their academic diet: Gummere, The American Colonial
Mind and the Classical Tradition, 55.

“a society built on and sustained by i olence”: Annette
Gordon-Reed, The Hemingses of Monticello: An American
Family (W. W. Norton, 2008), 54.

cutti g off that person’s toes: Edmund Morgan, American
Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia
(W. W. Norton, 1975), 313.

“I'have cured many a Negro”: Wiencek, An Imperfect God,
26.

those who were flogged sometimes then “pickled”:
Wiencek, An Imperfect God, 47; see also “Testimony of Mr.
Lemeul Sapington, A Native of Maryland,” in American
Slavery As It Is: Testimony of a Thousand Witnesses
(Philadelphia: American Anti-Slavery Society, 1839), 49.
burned a woman at the stake: Iriv ng Brant, James Madison:
The Virginia Revolutionist (Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1941),
27, 49.

murdered in 1732 with poison: Douglas Chambers, Murder
at Montpelier: Igbo Af icans in Virginia (University Press of



Mississippi, 2005), 8.

40. “famous false teeth”: Wiencek, An Imperfect God, 112.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

“A small boy being horsewhipped by a i/ sitor”: Henry
Wiencek, Master of the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and
His Slaves (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2012), 108, 119.
Wiencek has detailed how this letter was deliberately
misrepresented and even suppressed by historians until
2005, in “The Dark Side of Thomas Jefferson,” Smithsonian,
October 2012. For the letter, see “To Thomas Jefferson

f om Martha Jefferson Randolph and Thomas Mann
Randolph, 31 January 1801” (especially the postscript), FO.
“Roman slavery was a nonracist and fluid system”: Stefan
Goodwin, Af ica in Europe: Volume One, Antiquity into the
Age of Global € pansion (Lexington Books, 2009), 41. See
also Dav d Wiesen, “The Contribution of Antiquity to
American Racial Thought,” in Classical Traditions in Early
America, ed. John Eadie (Center for the Coordination of
Ancient and Modern Studies, University of Michigan, 1976),
195; see also Gordon-Reed, The Hemingses of Monticello,
45,

it was “not as harsh and exploitative as its modern
analogues”: Bederman, The Classical Foundations of the
American Constitution, 103.

slaves had the right to petition the emperor for help: Susan
Ford Wiltshire, Greece, Rome, and the Bill of Rights
(University of Oklahoma Press, 1992), 125, 129.

“beings of an inferior order”: Dred Scott v. John F.A.
Sandford, 60 U.S. 393 (1857), Legal Information Institute,
Cornell Law School.

Bp telvV alg tonfliesl tv oRin
Gbniabcie v

. The best example of this is George Washington: This

paraphrases a comment made by Peter Onufin a
conversation with the author on 10 June 2019, Winter
Harbor, Maine.

. “l am conscious of a defective education”: “From George

Washington to Daiv d Humphreys, 25 July 1785,” FO.

. Washington “was So ignorant, that he had never read any

Thing”: “From John Adams to Benjamin Rush, 22 April
1812, FO.

. that “Washington was not a Schollar is certain”: “From John

Adams to Benjamin Rush, September 1807,” FO.

. “His mind was great and powerfi I”: “Thomas Jefferson to

Walter Jones, 2 January 1814,” FO.

. Washington had a “propensity for rashness”: Adrienne

Harrison, A Powerfi Mind: The Self-Education of George
Washington (Potomac Books, 2015), 44.
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19.

20.
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22.

. “Perhaps the strongest feature in his character was

prudence”: These two quotations are also f om the
document cited above: “Thomas Jefferson to Walter Jones,
2 January 1814,” FO.

. “If the present work succeeds in humanizing Washington”:

Paul Leicester Ford, The True George Washington (). B.
Lippincott Company, 1897), 6.

. “George Washington as a Human Being”: Howard Swiggett,

The Great Man: George Washington as a Human Being
(Doubleday & Co., 1953).

“a fallible human being”: James Thomas Flexner,
Washington: The Indispensable Man (Little, Brown and
Company, 1974), xv .

“The goal of the present biography”: Ron Chernow,
Washington: A Life (Penguin Press, 2010), xx.

“born with his clothes on”: Nathaniel Hawthorne, The
French and Italian Notebooks, Vol. 1 (Houghton Mifflin,
1888), 293.

he “allowed no one to be familiar with him”: James Parton,
Life of Thomas Jefferson (James R. Osgood, 1874), 369. To
be precise about the origin of this anecdote, Parton states
that “the story was related by Hamilton to Mr. John Fine of
Ogdensburgh, who gave it [his written account] to Mr. Van
Buren.”

In the America of 1775: Katherine Harper, “Cato, Roman
Stoicism, and the American ‘Revolution’” (PhD dissertation,
University of Sydney, Australia, 2014), 28-29.

the typical young white boy got at best a year or two of
schooling: Harry Good and James Teller, A History of
American Education (Macmillan, 1973), 31.

There was a major regional difference here: This
summarizes parts of Sheldon Cohen, A History of Colonial
Education, 1607-1776 (John Wiley & Sons, 1974).
Washington never attended college: James Thomas Flexner,
George Washington: The Forge of kK perience, 1732-1775
(Little, Brown and Company, 1965), 31.

“conspicuous by his absence”: Richard Gummere, The
American Colonial Mind and the Classical Tradition
(Harvard University Press, 1963), 62.

among the decorations he ordered f om London was a
small bust of Caesar: “B closure: Invoice to Robert Cary &
Company, 20 September 1759,” Washington papers, FO.
“Homer, Virgil, Horace, Cicero”: “Invoice f om Robert Cary
& Company, 15 March 1760,” Washington Papers, FO.
eighteenth-century audiences expected lengthy
declamations: Frederic Litto, “Addison’s Cato in the
Colonies,” William and Mary Quarterly 23, no. 3 (July
1966), 432, 426.

Cato was the very embodiment of i/ rtue: See Nathaniel
Wolloch, “Cato the Younger in the Age of Enlightenment,”
Modern Philology 106, no. 1 (August 2008).



23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

“Think Cato sees thee”: “Poor Richard, 1741,” Franklin
Papers, FO.

He would know about the orator f om the play: Meyer
Reinhold, Classica Americana: The Greek and Roman
Heritage in the United States (Wayne State University Press,
1984), 250.

“It is said of Cato”: Plutarch, The Lives of the Noble Romans
and Grecians (The Dryden Translation) (B cyclopaedia
Britannica, 1952), 620.

“He undertook the serir ce of the state”: Plutarch, Lives of
the Noble Romans and Grecians, 627.

“Caesar at this time had not done much”: Anthony Trollope,
The Life of Cicero, Vol. 1 (Harper & Brothers, 1881), 216.
attainment of public i/ rtue was the highest goal: Richard
Jenkyns, “The Legacy of Rome” in The Legacy of Rome: A
New Appraisal, ed. Richard Jenkyns (Oxford University
Press, 1992), 22.

eighteenth-century “ir rtue” was essentially male: | wish this
had occurred to me, but it did not. | saw it on p. 36 of Ann
Fairfax Withington, Toward a More Perfect Union: Virtue
and the Formation of American Republics (Oxford
University Press, 1991).

“V rtue” as “the love of the laws and of our country”: Baron
de Montesquieu, The Spirit of Laws, Vol. 1 (J. Nourse and P.
Vaillant, 1766), 48.

he would pursue “Honor and Reputation”: “From George
Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 22 April 1756,” FO.
“Justifying by ¥ rtue is a way of escaping hereditary
control”: Gordon Wood in conversation with author, 18
December 2017.

He read all his life: Harrison, A Powerfi Mind, 81.

he owned a total of 2,315 acres: Chernow, Washington, 23.
“No f ontiersman understood the Indians better”: Douglas
Southall Freeman, George Washington: A Biography, Vol. 1,
Young Washington (Scribner’s, 1948), 283.

“The Wine”: “Journey to the French Commandant:
Narrative,” Washington Papers, FO.

“The Horses grew less able to travel”: Ibid.

“The Cold was so extream severe”: Ibid.

“As for the summons you send me to retire”: Quoted in
Freeman, Washington, Vol. 1, 325.

“The shabby and ragged appearance the French common
Soldiers make”: “From George Washington to Robert
Dinwiddie, 7 March 1754,” FO.

the First Peoples were inclined to support the French: Dav d
Preston, Braddock’s Defeat: The Battle of the Monongahela
and the Road to Revolution (Oxford University Press, 2015),
15.

“Nothing prevents their throwing down their commissions”:
“From George Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 18 May
1754,” FO.
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47.

48.
49.

50.

51.

52.
53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

“The Indians scalped the dead”: “k pedition to the Ohio,
1754: Narrative,” Washington Papers, FO.

“I heard Bulletts whistle”: “From George Washington to
John Augustine Washington, 31 May 1754,” FO.

“He would not say so, if he had been used to hear many”:
Q oted in editor’s note in George Washington: Writings
(Library of America, 1997), 1096.

Louis Coulon de Villiers: “Coulon de Villiers, Louis,” in
Dictionary of Canadian Biography, Vol. 3 (University of
Toronto/Université Laval, 2003), accessed online.

“This was too degrading for G.W. to submit to”: “Remarks,
1787-1788" [on Dav d Humphreys’ Biography of
Washington, about 1787], FO.

“generous & disinterested”: Ibid.

“he had too much self-confidence”: Benjamin Franklin,
Benjamin Franklin: Autobiography, Poor Richard and Later
Writings (Library of America, 1997), 700-701.

“the greatest part [were] Virginians”: Edward Braddock, “To
Robert Napier,” in Military Affairs in North America, 1748—
1765: Selected Documents f om the Cumberland Papers in
Windsor Castle, ed. Stanley M. Pargellis (D. Appleton-
Century Company, 1936), 84.

shot and scalped: Lee McCardell, /ll-Starred General:
Braddock of the Coldstream Guards (University of
Pittsburgh Press, 1958), 230.

“Shoot um down all one pigeon”: lbid., 243.

First, make a loud noise: Ben Gustafson, “Tips for Hunting
Pigeons. Seriously,” North American Hunter, July 2015,
accessed online.

the largest First Peoples force ever assembled on behalf of
the French: Preston, Braddock’s Defeat, 149-50. From this
paragraph on, my account of the battle relies heais ly on
Preston’s fine book.

“As soon as the B emys Indians perceiv’d our Grenadiers”:
Harry Gordon, “Gordon’s Journal: Journal of Proceedings
f om Willes’s Creek to the Monongahela,” in Military Affairs
in North America, ed. Pargellis, 106.

“Nothing afterwards was to Be Seen Amongst the Men But
Confi sion & Panick”: Ibid.

“kK perienced [tribal] war captains led their men”: Preston,
Braddock’s Defeat, 235.

“broke and run as Sheep before Hounds”: “From George
Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 18 July 1755,” FO.

“the whole Body gave way”: Gordon, “Gordon’s Journal,”
107-108.

about two-thirds were killed or wounded: Preston,
Braddock’s Defeat, 265.

“The shocking Scenes which presented themselves”:
“Remarks, 1787-1788" [on Dair d Humphreys’s Biography
of Washington, about 1787], FO.
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63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

Their force had lost about twenty-five dead: Preston,
Braddock’s Defeat, 264.

“l am still in a weak and Feeble condn”: “From George
Washington to Mary Ball Washington, 18 July 1755,” FO.
“it will meet with unbelief and indignation”: “From George
Washington to Robert Jackson, 2 August 1755,” FO.

“I was employ’d to go a journey in the Winter”: “George
Washington to Augustine Washington, 2 August 1755,” FO.
“Honor and Reputation in the Serir ce”: “From George
Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 22 April 1756,” FO.

“We want nothing but Commissions f om His Majesty”:
“From George Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 10 March
1757, FO.

“l see the growing Insolence of the Soldiers”: “From George
Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 11-14 October 1755,” FO.
“I am determined, if | can be justified in the proceeding, to
hang two or three on it, as an example to others”: “From
George Washington to John Stanwix, 15 July 1757,” FO.
ordering the executions of two deserters: “General Court-
Martial, 25—26 July 1757,” Washington Papers, FO.
Description of Edwards is f om footnote two on this
document.

“They were proper objects to suffer”: “From George
Washington to Robert Dinwiddie, 3 August 1757,” FO.

“of all sources of wealth, farming is the best”: Cicero, “On
Moral Duties,” in The Basic Works of Cicero, ed. Moses
Hadas (Modern Library, 1951), 56.

“the policy of the French is so subtle, that not a f iendly
Indian will we have on the continent”: “George Washington
to Adam Stephen, 23 October 1756,” FO.

“We cannot suppose the French, who have their Scouts
constantly out, can be so difficient in point of Intelligence”:
“From George Washington to Henry Bouquet, 2 August
1758,” FO.

“Discipline is the soul of an army”: “Instructions to
Company Captains, 29 July 1757,” Washington Papers, FO.
Washington “always understood power and how to use it”:
Gordon Wood, Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early
Republic, 1789-1815 (Oxford University Press, 2009), 86.

Bp tedhdailn oBc oman
Aic anlter o

. “l did not love my Books half so well as my fowling-piece”:

“From John Adams to John Adams, 2 January 1820,” Adams
Papers, FO.

. “I don’t like my schoolmaster”: John Adams, “From the

Autobiography,” in John Adams: Revolutionary Writings,
1755-1775, ed. Gordon Wood (Library of America, 2011),
617-618.



10.

11.

12.

13.

. the first American college, and the one most connected to

B glish traditions: George Marsden, The Soul of the
American University: From Protestant £ tablishment to

£ tablished Nonbelief (Oxford University Press, 1994), 35.
See also Daiv d Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed: Four British
Folkways in America (Oxford University Press, 1989), 39—
40.

. students there and at Yale were still ranked by their social

standing: George Trevelyan, American Revolution, Vol. 3
(Longmans, Green, 1915), 283. See also Gordon Wood, The
Radicalism of the American Revolution (Vintage Books,
1993), 21.

. This arrangement was manifested in writing: John Lord

Taylor, A Memoir of His Honor Samuel Phillips, LL.D.
(Congregational Publishing Society, 1856) 347. See also
Henry Barnard, ed., The American Journal of Education 16
(March 1859), 67; and Franklin Bowditch Dexter, “On Some
Social Distinctions at Harvard and Yale Before the
Revolution,” Proceedings of the American Antiquarian
Society 9 (October 1893—October 1894), 55-56.

. John Adams’ class rank probably had more to do with the

status of the family of his mother: Charles Francis Adams,
“Life of John Adams,” in The Works of John Adams, Vol. 1
(Little, Brown and Company 1856), 14.

. Rank determined, among other things, where one sat in

the Commons for meals: Arthur Stanwood Pier, The Story of
Harvard (Little, Brown and Company 1913), 75, 69.
Reference to brewery, to the Saturday meal, and part of the
breakfast information is f om Samuel E iot Morison, Three
Centuries of Harvard (Harvard University Press, 1937), 116—
17.

. he grew accustomed to being greeted in the yard with

“Contemptuous Noise & Hallowing”: William Bentinck-
Smith, ed., The Harvard Book: Selections f om Three
Centuries (Harvard University Press, 1982), 48-50.

”n, u

. “l soon perceived a growing Curiosity”: “[Harvard College,

1751-1755], [f om the Autobiography of John Adams],” FO.
“I have read him, for almost 70 years and seeme to have
him almost by heart”: “From John Adams to E ihu Marshall,
7 March 1820,” FO.

“this distinction is entirely owing to Ciceros Letters and
Orations”: “From John Adams to Benjamin Rush, 4
December 1805,” FO.

the son of a rustic “nobody”: Anthony Trollope, The Life of
Cicero, Vol. 1 (Harper & Brothers, Franklin Square, 1881),
219.

his “quickness and readiness in learning”: Plutarch,
“Cicero,” in The Lives of the Noble Romans and Grecians
(The Dryden Translation) (B cyclopaedia Britannica, 1952),
704.
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24.

25.

26.
27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

“He was always excessively pleased with his own praise”:
Ibid., 706.

Most young men of privv lege were introduced to Cicero’s
works in secondary school: Robert Middlekauff, “A
Persistent Tradition: The Classical Curriculum in E ghteenth-
Century New B gland,” William and Mary Quarterly 18, no.
1 (January 1961), 63.

“Catiline has plotted a dreadfi | and entire subversion of the
Roman state”: Plutarch, “Cicero,” 628.

“How far wilt thou, O Catiline! abuse our patience”: The
Orations of Marcus Tullius Cicero, trans. William Guthrie (T.
Waller, 1758), 2.

“men who are meditating the destruction of us all”: Moses
Hadas, ed., The Basic Works of Cicero (Modern Library,
1951), 265.

“You cannot possibly remain in our society any longer”:
Ibid., 266.

“Let the disloyal then withdraw”: Ibid., 277.

he attacked Cicero’s relatively low birth: Sallust, Catiline’s
War, The Jugurthine War, Histories, trans. A. J. Woodman
(Penguin Books, 2007), 22.

“He is gone, he is vanished”: The Orations of Marcus Tullius
Cicero, trans. Guthrie, 39, 50.

“There is not any longer room for lenity”: The Orations of
Marcus Tullius Cicero, trans. C. D. Yonge (George Bell,
1877), 294.

“For on the one side are fighting modesty, on the other
wantonness”: Ibid., 301.

“Jupiter resisted them”: Ibid., 313.

“I shall fall with a contented and prepared mind”: lbid., 319.
“You have a Consul, who, without Hesitation, will Obey your
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Lucceius,” Epistles, E egant, Familiar & Instructive . . .

(Rii¥ ngtons, Longman, Law, Dodsley, etc., 1791), 71.
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Francis Cogliano (Ashgate, 2008), 19. See also Immanuel
Kant, “What Is B lightenment?” Modern History
Sourcebook, accessed online.

“To be enlightened was to be filled with hope”: Caroline
Winterer, American Enlightenments: Pursuing Happiness in
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Tudor, The Life of James Otis (Wells and Lilly, 1823), 144—
45,

“It is right that the people confer the political authority
upon whomsoever they will”: George Buchanan, De Jure
Regni Apud Scotos (“The Powers of the Crown in Scotland”),
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and the American Founding (Hill & Wang, 2005), 248.

”, u

. “l am but a son of nature”: “From Thomas Jefferson to

Maria Cosway, 24 April 1788,” FO. | first noticed this
sentence when it was quoted by E M. Halliday on p. 102 of
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and Political Implications of the Union,” The Scosti h
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See also Mark Smith, Mastered by the Clock: Time, Slavery
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“The words of truth are simple”: D. L. Wilson, ed., Thomas
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heathen moralists”: Viscount Bolingbroke, “Concerning
Authority in Matters of Religion,” The Philosophical Works
of the late Right Honorable Henry St. John, Lord Viscount
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Jefferson would come to own some thirteen volumes by
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point about Peter Jefferson traveling more than his son in
Virginia was made to me in an interv ew with Susan Kern of
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Knopf, 1969), 559.

“The art of life is the art of avoiding pain”: “From Thomas
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example, Montesquieu, Considerations on the Causes of
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handsome lady.” “From Thomas Jefferson to Robert Smith,
1 July 1805,” FO.

the colder Madison: Mary Sarah Bilder, Madison’s Hand:
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“conceived of as an integrative institution”: Howard Miller,
The Revolutionary College: American Presbyterian Higher
Education (New York University Press, 1976), xx, 67.
Princeton by design drew f om the entire Eastern Seaboard:
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“‘That Politics May Be Reduced to a Science’: Dav d Hume,
James Madison, and the Tenth Federalist,” Huntington
Library Quarterly 20, no. 4 (August 1957), 346.
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Xenophon, Cyropaedia, Vol. 1 (Harvard University Press,
1914), xii.

allowed to skip that first year of studies: Ketcham, James
Madison, 29.
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“to the Merchants in Philadelphia”: “From James Madison
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the Founding of the American Republic, 89.
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senior year: Ketcham, James Madison, 51.
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“From George Washington to George Mason, 5 April 1769,”
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Mason, 5 April 1769,” FO.
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Oeconomicus (Loeb Classical Library/Harvard University
Press, 2013), 467.

A dome: Richard Jenkyns, “The Legacy of Rome,” in Richard
lenkyns, ed., The Legacy of Rome: A New Appraisal (Oxford
University Press, 1992), 9. Appropriately, the monument
built to Jefferson in Washington, DC, during the presidency
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age.
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Madison, “An Oration in Commemoration of the Founders
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the College of William and Mary 31, no. 7 (November
1937), 7.
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William Bradford, 24 January 1774,” Madison Papers,
accessed online at FO.
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mind”: “Thomas Jefferson: Autobiography, 6 Jan.—29 July
1821, 6 January 1821,” FO.
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Stanley E kins and E ic McKitrick, The Age of Federalism
(Oxford University Press, 1993), 531.

. “What do We mean by the Revolution?”: “From John

Adams to Thomas Jefferson, 24 August 1815,” John Adams
papers, FO.
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Perfection”: Fragmentary Notes for “A Dissertation on the
Canon and the Feudal Law,” May—August 1765,” John
Adams papers, FO.
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Canon and the Feudal Law,” No. 1, 12 August 1765,” John
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intelligible thing”: “/A Dissertation on the Canon and the
Feudal Law,” No. 2, 19 August 1765,” John Adams papers,
FO.
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1765,” John Adams papers, FO.
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Edmund Jenings, 20 April 1780,” FO.
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Business”: “Braintree Decr. 18th. 1765. Wednesday,” Adams
papers, FO.

“a more obstinate War”: “Anno Domini 1766: 1766. January
1st. Wednesday. [f om the Diary of John Adams],” John
Adams papers, FO.
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“!Caesar had his Brutus’: What Did Patrick Henry Really
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no. 3 (2018).
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society he had f equented”: “Thomas Jefferson’s Notes on
Patrick Henry [before 12 April 1812],” and “Thomas
Jefferson to William Wirt, 5 August 1815,” FO. See also
William Wirt, Sketches of the Life and Character of Patrick
Henry (Claxton, Remsen, and Haffelfinger, 1878), 32.

“mr Henry’s talents as a popular orator”: “Thomas
Jefferson: Autobiography, 6 Jan.—29 July 1821, 6 January
1821, FO.

“I well remember the cry of treason”: “Thomas Jefferson to
William Wirt, 14 August 1814,” FO.

the impact of Henry’s speech: Harlow Unger, Lion of Liberty:
Patrick Henry and the Call to a New Nation (Da Capo,
2010), 42.

“he was the best humored man in society | almost ever
knew”: “From Thomas Jefferson to William Wirt, 4 August
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hearted” also appears in Wirt, Sketches of the Life and
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Burgesses” in [Thomas Jefferson], A Summary View of the
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by G. Kearsly).
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1776] [f om the Diary of John Adams],” FO.
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Thomas Jefferson to Anne Cary Randolph Bankhead, 8
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A. Knopf, 1997), 112.
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FO.
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James Madison to William Bradford, 23 August 1774,” FO.
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George Washington to George William Fairfax, 31 May
1775, FO.
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Jeremiah: A Free Black Man’s Encounter with Liberty (Yale
University Press, 2009), 165. See also J. William Harris, “The
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Thomas Jefferson to Patrick Henry, 27 March 1779,” FO.
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Independence,” William and Mary Quarterly 36, no. 4
(1979), 508.



22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

“The ambiguity of the grievances”: Stephen E Lucas, “The
Stylistic Artistry of the Declaration of Independence,”
National Archives, America’s Founding Documents,
https://www.archives.goy founding-docs/stylistic-artistry-
of-the-declaration.

that last phrase: Pauline Maier, American Scripture: Making
the Declaration of Independence (Alf ed A. Knopf, 1997),
148.
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