
476. (new) Informational - Yellowhammer: Colombe's and Ehren's problems regarding Wolff
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				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			To be honest, part of that seems to be Rowling trying to explain how and why the goblins were in charge of the bank. Though in my head, it was mainly because post-SoS implementation, the goblins held that over their head by threatening to break it. So the Ministry always caved on some of the things.
		

		


	


This makes a lot of logical sense.  Too bad for the goblins that they can no longer play this card in their arsenal....




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			True enough, we really do.
		

		


	


I need to have Claire meet Summer and then Shinano and Regina, honestly.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			She was, yes.
		

		


	


Butterknives are going to smug it up.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Juuchi: I do not know yet as I do not believe that I have any quite yet. Though dear Tsu is quite the daughter.
		

		


	


Norimune: "With a Masamune?!?! Juuchi-chan, have you no shame?  Think of the family pride!"



(Conveniently overlooking her daughter being into a Bread Knife Shrine Maiden [image: 😅] )




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Well, yes, but it is still hilarious to image her doing that.
		

		


	


Colombe fangirling is a hilarious image, yes.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Kek, pure Lyra.
		

		


	


Isn't it just.  and now I see Lyra manifesting int he shrine, waving Toku over, and then whispering in her ear as Toku's eyes get wider and wider, and her face gets redder and redder as she mouths 'So THAT is how to do a French Flipper...'.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Kind of would have to as Japan is not allowed to declare war under it.
		

		


	


Well that would have gotten changed fast during Blood Week when the Abyssals started bombarding cities.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			True... and yes, Nightbane would be very good at stealth though not in the same league as Sabah and Carnwennan. Though I mentioned Carn in that he is a dagger...
		

		


	


Good point.



Now that she knows from Tsu/Andraste/Sabah/Nightbane that Ehren manifested finally, I suspect that Cathy would ask Sabah and Carn to help mentor the cute little dagger she remembers. Or Sabah asks, since I think Ehren impressed her a bit when they took out that MG pit, especially since she knows that this was her first battle.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I would say that it would have no luck in corrupting her as she would be far, far older than it.
		

		


	


Well also the Shiaitan is a spirit of fire, and the Witch would would be a water spirit, so very antithetical to each other. Probably about the same age too, but as I said, I'd bet on the Witch in an all-out fight, especially on her home ground.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I can see that, yeah.
		

		


	


Claire also would collect photographs of her and her friends and family. However, Claire's would be a lot more 'casual' photos.



Ehren's photo of Stahlhexe's first performance is from Washington taking it from the audience as she is singing up on stage. Claire's one is backstage as they set up for the show when Johnston ripped the sleeves off Ehren's motorcycle jacket that she just got (badasses, sleeves, you know the Taffy Anthem) in the moment where Nimue started laughing, Cleopatra grinned, and Ehren got the "what the FUCK Johnston, not again!" look




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			You got no idea how hilarious I find that.
		

		


	


Well Ying is living the Canadian Hockey Fan Dream. Photograph of her in the same room as Lord Stanley's Cup.



(She wants to have another picture in a half decade or so int he same room as her nephew hoisting the Cup)




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Yeah, it would not impress her in the slightest.
		

		


	


Toku has very definite ideas about not interfereing with love.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I can so very see this now.
		

		


	


Case in point, she would find that very romantic and say so to them.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			And they would accept, though I also foresee her asking them about their tales since, as mentioned, Hone-Onna, Yuki-Onna, and Tsurara-Onna have their own traditions regarding the Kami.
		

		


	


Oh she absolutely would ask them about their own traditions, along with talking shop. She would bless and cast protective enchantments (fireproofing, etc.) on the shrine as well.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			So very, very true...
		

		


	


Probably the big difference deep down between Ehren and Mutti is Ehren tends to try to persuade her targets to drop their guard a bit before letting her Inner Muramasa Demon Blade Of JUSTICE!! out to play. Enthusiastically. Mutti tends to fire first and just brute-force faceroll things in her path when riled up.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I can foresee that being a job for her actually, and one that she enjoys.
		

		


	


Claire would just adore introducing children to Music.  Especially children who never had the opportunity.  Now I see her with a  young child on her avatar's lap guiding his hands as he plays 'Chopsticks' on her.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Um... not Little Mermaid actually:
		

		


	


Good point, I forgot about that one.  And yes, that is a great CDP song.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Makes sense really, and I can see it being used often enough.
		

		


	


Also this cuts down on Norimune's farm in Japan being used as a de facto bus stop. Much to Norimune's relief.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Yeah, they do hide it better, but it should be noted that McGonagall and the others never really shied from danger when protecting someone.
		

		


	


True.  Sprout also fought in the Battle of Hogwarts as well.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Now that I am looking forward to.
		

		


	


Working on it, boss.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			It's honestly funnier if the two of them just missed each other to be honest. Alternatively, they came into sight and just never realized as Juuchi would not be manifesting herself during this time.
		

		


	


I agree.  Especially since at this point in time Colombe would have no idea what a Muramasa looked like, and Juuchi of course has no clue that two of her nieces were in the same house as her (or said nieces even existed). Obviously, considerign her proclivities, Henry would not unsheath Juuchi around these guests just to show off her blade patterns.



So yes, I see Colombe talking to Henry, asking about the katana he is packing, and being told that Juuchi Yosamu was acquired back in the 1600s by one of Ian's ancestors on a trading trip to Japan.  Colombe and Del go "Hmm, not Dad then" mentally and think nothing of it, and Juuchi of course sees them as European tsukumogami like Cathy, Bill, Goldie and so on.



Albeit ones that kind of rile her up a bit in some undefinable way. But at least they are not Kyoshu!



So yes, they served together a bit but never really made the connection at the time.



Then a half century later on, the penny drops for the three of them right when Juuchi sees the faces of two of the three children that she is dragging Norimune bodily toward. Meanwhile Colonbe (because sword) and Del (because paranoid little bitch forgets next to nothing) suddenly remember where they saw that particular katana before....




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Now that will be interesting...
		

		


	


well I think Carn would want to talk shop with her.  Not quite so much 'hunt Cortana down to test himself against her' since I don't see that in his character.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Very, very true.
		

		


	


Claire is such a sweetheart like that.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Same, but until they actually saw the returning victors with their own eyes...
		

		


	


True.  especially knowing what they were facing.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Point, especially upon seeing what is happening around him. Cue her likely laughing herself sick.
		

		


	


Colombe: "Definitely Ian's child! Ahh, my sides! Well I know what memories that I shall give you for a wedding present, my nephew Harry. No no, I insist, your wives will thank you for it later.  And I shall give some memories to them as well of the times when Lyra spoke to me about how she helped manage relationships amongst the Arashis on her husband's behalf."




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			He's trying to see it from all angles before he makes a decision that could affect him.
		

		


	


Smart of Harry, especially since he is getting contradictory information about her once he realzied that she is technicallya  wanted criminal still.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Hearing stories would be something that Harry would be, and would tell her, that he was appreciative of as it is one of the few ways that he could actually get information about his family outside of diaries and journals.
		

		


	


Well also Colombe would be capable of giving him selected memories of Ian, Lyra, and Henry in a Pensieve as a present. Obviously some would be given much later after he gets married if he needs 'help', but Colombe has a lot of G and PG rated memories of her with Lyra, Ian and Henry.



(also for that matter, she could and would give him memories of some of the other branches such as Karl Potter's parents and grandparents from the Germans (since his grandmother was her grandniece and she attended the wedding) and Gabriel Potter as a schoolboy from the French.)




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I can see this, I can so very see this...
		

		


	


Well Colombe didn't invite her along to slaughter her way through hordes of zombies!  Bad niece, bad niece!  No blood oranges for you!! (not that you would get them anyway, Juuchi smugs)




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I could see this happen, yes
		

		


	


Well from Colombe's POV, that is a way for him to get to safety in an emergency and also he can visit the du Chastelers if he wants. She knows what kind of trouble Potters can get into. Also he will have her phone number plus Ehren and Ying's (Claire's too, but that is less 'oh shit emergecy' and more 'Hi Harry, want to talk?' friendship).




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Well, the German property is not too bad really. But the French? That needs a lot of work. And as mentioned, Harry is going to buy the area in Ireland around where Siusan lives and rebuild that home for her.



Huh, now I wonder if Foxy Grandmother met any of the Butterknives.
		

		


	


Colombe would definitely mention (with Cathy noddign along) Lyra's plans to reclaim the French Potter estate for the family.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Point about Lord K, but the rest would be hilarious.
		

		


	


Yeah, it would be.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			He's punching them so very hard...
		

		


	


Ron is going to Ron.  There is a reason why Summer is entertaining fantasies about Yardmaster talking to her about designing a new construction run.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Hmm... now this is rather interesting...
		

		


	


True.  Ron has no idea how good he is for Summer.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Makes sense to me.
		

		


	


Yeah.  Ron would make those chess sets for all his girls and delight in playing chess with them.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			That is utterly hilarious...
		

		


	


Admit it, can't you see Victoria's expression when she realizes that she got a serious upgrade in the formal tableware department? Massive mansion status symbol since itis showing wealth and class but not rubbing noses in it.  Much.  Save the McMansion's but Victoria doesn't care about HIS feelings.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			And that is just plain adorable...
		

		


	


Thank you!  I enjoyed writing that a lot.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			That... is not impossible really...
		

		


	


True.  Something to look into for down the road with Harry.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			That is an amazing image...
		

		


	


Yeah, when RCNAnon mentioned how Summer was getting fixed up, I just had to write that scene (which also shared a lot of the Regina/James symbology and mood when Re-class cinnamon roll got upgraded in that awesome scene).




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			I could so very see that...
		

		


	


I can see that too, all the parts.  Colombe remininescing about the family silverware (with Victoria visibly showing that French Tart has a point).  Then Ron commissioning a set of tablewear because Ron (who might also have a Vulcanium school cauldron as well).  And finally when presented Victoria clearly telling herself "A GOOD MAID DOES NOT SMOOCH THE MASTER!"




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			That is a very amusing image, yes.
		

		


	


Yeah, that would be very messy for the Bad Guys (albeit there are worse folks to have present during the Ehren Kidnap Attempt, say Cathy and Vala for a pair) as they rapidy realized that they grabbed a saber-tooth tiger by the tail.




	
		
			
				M1Garand8 said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Oh, he will have a loooot of work, because I messed up. Summer actually misplaced five airfields. Two right near the naval base (RAF Sembawang, RAF Seletar), one a little ways to the west (RAF Tengah), one just east of town, along the Kallang river (RAF Kallang, civilian airport repurposed as a sea plane base) and one at the eastern tip of the island (RAF Changi). Unless you don't count the ones further away (RAF Tengah, Kallang, Changi), she'd still have the original two.



Not that I blame her, she's in a pretty rough shape.
		

		


	


True, but still it is quite a long-term project ahead for Summer.




	
		
			
				Irregardless said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			But there's another possible interpretation that Brigid can jump to. See, Abyssal installations don't burn a lot of resources on themselves, because their bosses are stingy. So if there's a lot of input, and signs of a healthy and happy Summer, it obviously means that she has one or more on the ways. Probably more.



Since Installations come with slips and ways and graving yards, unlike battleships, no lewding is required. Just an order for ships from the Yardmaster, and provision of at least minimal supplies. Considering the type of person that Ron is, though, Brigid may well expect that (gasp!) handholding may be involved.
		

		


	


This is truly hilarious. I was thinking more that Brigid can see all the self-improvements Summer is making to her ship-self (cleaned up trash, polished metal, fresh paint, etc).  Although I could also see Brigid thinking that Summer is also laying down some in the graving docks at Ron's command thanks to ultralewd handholding.  RCNAnon's call there though.




	
		
			
				Té Rowan said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Why do I have a feeling it involves a detailed explanation of the French Flipper Trick? Mind, I have only ever seen it mentioned in a few fanfics.
		

		


	







	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Because that is Lyra?
		

		


	


Lyra: "Again, public service announcement. I happen to know that Colombe loves the French Flipper Trick. Vocally. At the top of her lungs even. I wouldn't want Toku to sprain her tongue trying to figure it out like I did in 1921."




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			The three of them then walked off with some of the students watching. From where he stood beside Dean, Seamus shook his head and sighed, "He's got all the luck."

Dean gave him a look of amusement and chuckled, "Why? Because he has a number of nice looking birds after him? And they all know that he's going on these sort of dates with them?"



A frown on his face, the Irishman shook his head, "Well, not just that..." Seamus then pointed at the group as they entered the village, "Look at him! Twins, Dean. He's got twins with him, hot ones."



Rolling his eyes, Dean sighed, "And that, right there, is why you can't get any girls to go with you to Hogsmeade, Seamus..."
		

		


	


I can't wait for his reaction when Ume and Sakura go to the Quiddich game since that is identical twin set #2 and thanks to the Konahana Curse, they are rather buxom.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Just glancing at them for a brief moment in curiosity, the employee gave them all a smile, "Good morning to you as well, welcome to the Dragon's Tea Pot, my name is Emma."



Somewhat bemused by the name, Ryuuhou raised an eyebrow, "The Dragon's Tea Pot? Is there a story behind that name?"



Lips twitching a bit, Emma giggled slightly, "There is." She gestured around them, "My family had run and owned this shop for centuries. We started selling tea here in 1687 alongside coffee, since magic meant that we could more easily and quickly transport it. The name is because, at the time, my family kept a runty Welsh Green they named Rupert. Poor fellow had lost his wing at some point and thus could not fly. My family used his flames to heat tea and coffee, or roast and dry the coffee and tea while sometimes giving him some, which he apparently enjoyed. But during the Goblin Rebellion of 1714, they launched a small attack on Hogsmeade and burned down the previous shop we had. Rupert, as old as he was, died defending the children, burning the goblins and making them scatter. It was not until after the goblins were driven off by Aurors that Rupert died. Hence, when the new tea house was built, we named it the Dragon's Tea Pot in his honor."
		

		


	


Nice name for it, and a great story behind the name here.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Lightly chuckling, Emma raised an eyebrow, "We do indeed have the ability to make some. Now then, which bean do you want for the non-chocolate part? We have arabica and others, including a shipment of dragonroast... though no pheonixroast at the moment, I'm afraid."



That made Ryuuhou blink in confusion, "Dragonroast? Pheonixroast? What are those unless you mean..."



As the eyes of the two shipgirls widened, the witch smiled and nodded, "Exactly as it says on the tin as a matter of fact. Dragonroast is coffee that has been roasted in the flames of a dragon. Meanwhile, Pheonixroast is coffee beans that have been roasted in the flames of a regenerating pheonix. It is much harder to get, I'm afraid as there is only one wizard in Italy who makes it. No one is quite sure how, but he has a deal with the various Pheonixes in Europe that visit him for their burning day, allowing him to roast the coffee in their fire and headed ashes." Sharing a look, the two decided on a more... mundane coffee. With a nod, Emma made a note, "Now then, normal coffee, espresso, or moka?"
		

		


	


You just know that Supprin and Ooyodo will have tried the more exotic magical coffees.  Hm, now I want to have Zamarad come here and ask the proprietor if she wants to add Ifritroast coffee to the menu....




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Of course, upon her return, she was greeted with the two shipgirls staring at what she brought out on a large plate...



Which was a cinnamon roll cake, fresh from the oven. The scent of cinnamon rose from it as icing covered the whole confection making it look absolutely delicious. Setting it down, along with smaller plates and utinsils, Emma nodded, "And here we go, a cinnamon roll cake. Excactly as ordered." Noticing the empty cups, she gave a small nod, "Would you like a refill?"
		

		


	


Ok.  Claire and Toku are both getting a cinnamon roll cake here when they come.




	
		
			
				Harry Leferts said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Considering that for a few moments, Taigei slowly nodded, "Moka, please."



With a hum, Emma made a note, "Very well, what sort of chocolate? We don't use cocoa powder here or syrup, we melt the chocolate to be added. You can have white, milk, or dark chocolate up to near eighty percent cocoa if that is what you wish." Seeing their stunned looks, she smiled broadly, "As well, we have Snow White, which is white chocolate with heavy cream, and white chocolate shavings. Full Moon, which is dark chocolate with heavy cream and a mixture of dark and white chocolate shavings. You can also have nutmeg or cinnamon among other spices added if that is what you wish."
		

		


	







	
		
			
				Amused Bystander said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Thats a lot of chocolate. Amisi approves. [image: :D]
		

		


	


Amisi: "Praise be to Ra for gifting this merchant's establishment with his Divine Gift to mankind of Full Moon Chocolate!"




	
		
			
				Spectral Waltz said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Really?  I’m pretty sure it’s going to be bittersweet at worst.  Colombe has had literal centuries to get over Wolff, and Ehren will be thoroughly disillusioned with him by the time she gets rescued.



If anything, I expected Colombe will be the only one that’s sad about it at all since I’m pretty sure that Ehren’s final reaction is going to be ‘good riddance, he literally embodied all the parts of me I hated most.’
		

		


	







	
		
			
				Spectral Waltz said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Still basically an entire human lifetime.  Colombe will likely be sad because she can still remember the potential Wolff had, but honestly, I think she already went through the process when she encountered him as a vampire with Del.  The only thing that’s different now is that he’s still alive, he hasn’t gone even further off the deep end or anything, she already saw him being a psychotic monster and enslaving people (Zamarad).



Basically?  She’s done this before, she’s had her time to regret Wolff’s path, accept it, and move on.



Ehren meanwhile...  I can’t see her as being sad for any reason besides ‘mother is sad, so I am sad that she is sad.’  If anything, I expect her to be one of the people who helps Colombe to get over it because she will have witnessed firsthand just how cruel and evil Wolff actually is, so she’ll probably be supportive and helpful for Dove to get her feet back under her.
		

		


	







	
		
			
				jmcdavid said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			With all due respect, I think you are being rather insensitive.



For Colombe, her inability to turn Wolff away from the Nazi philosophy is not the sort of thing you simply get over. It's still such a raw wound that she would rather not talk about it.



For Ehren, you seem to forget that tsukumogami don't just awaken all at once. It's a gradual process, and Ehren's awakening started back when Wolff was still a decent man. Hence why she has no clue what he wound up becoming.
		

		


	







	
		
			
				harcroft said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Not to mention part of the problem for Colombe is there's a better-than-normal argument that it was Colombe's fault Wolff's path ended up the way it was, as IIRC Colombe had to abandon him in order to complete a mission. (which is why Wolff is fixate on Colombe in the first place) which led to his fall from being a decent person.



In other words, part of the problem for Colombe is the what-ifs.
		

		


	







	
		
			
				Spectral Waltz said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			Wolff was never a decent man.  Colombe’s regrets are that she could have maybe turned him away from the Nazi ideology with time and effort but he started out as a true believer and the beginnings of a human monster.



That he became a literal monster after her ‘betrayal’ was just nails in decency’s coffin for him.
		

		


	







	
		
			
				BadHabits said:
			
		

	
	
		
		
			...I can actually seeing that causing her more regret than if he'd been a half-decent man when she met him because if a person who falls like Wolff did was decent to begin with, there's a natural (and correct) tendency to place a fair portion of the blame on them because it's obvious that they had a hand in it themselves. For people like Wolff who aren't decent or even half-decent but show the possibility of becoming such the person who sees that potential and either fails to bring it out or even contributes to a further fall is likely to (incorrectly) place more of the blame on themselves than they really deserve even if some of it is deserved.
		

		


	


Well let me weigh in here.



jmcdavid kind of has Colombe's issue pegged here. When she first met him, Wolff was a decent man.  Brave, honorable, loyal, trusting.  The big issue was that his trust was misplaced, but Colombe felt that she could have weaned him away from the toxic ideology that he believed in (and remember at the point he drank the Kool-aide, the true ugliness of what Hitler was peddling was not visible then).



So she saw the possibilities of him, and of course was unable to stop his slide into darkness thanks to the combination of having to put the mission first and not having the time and opportunity to work on him to undermine his faith in Naziism more.  When he got betrayed by her (and all parties in that room agree that what she did to him was a particularly cold and cruel betrayal) he took her efforts to undermine his faith as a reason to double down on belief in Hitler.



So when he showed up as a vampire, that cut her to the bone as she felt (with a fair amount of justification) that she had pushed him into the Abyss which also played into her issues with Hippolyte.  Don't think that the Onryo Of Least Favorite Family Member did not torment Colombe on that specific point postwar before Toku put paid to him in 2014.



So while on the surface Colombe has gotten over this, privately this is a still a massive wound on her soul even decades later.  Which Ehren manifesting brought to the forefront.



Now, 'getting it more right' with Ehren's Nazi urges has helped Colombe start to finally deal with the Wolff situation, as has time and also Hippolyte finally getting out of her life. As well opening up about it to Toku and getting absolution there helped her a lot in finally starting to accept that she did the least bad thing.



However, it is very noteworthy that the first great sin that Colombe confessed to Toku was Wolff in large part because that was the one that was uppermost in her mind. Verdun was in the past and resolved; Hippolyte was her private shoulder devil to bear; but Wolff weighs heavily on her. it is also noteworthy that Colombe has never breached the subject of Wolff directly with Ehren.



To date Delilah knows since Colombe had her breakdown on the carpet in 1942 and talked about it once to her onscreen, Lyra was told in private sometime after Colombe woke up with Ehren stuck in her in early 1942, and we saw Toku being told.  But that is it.



-----------------



Now what about Ehren?



Colombe is really unaware that Ehren remembers as much as she does from that time.



In Ehren's case, she missed the big events that precipitated the breakup. Ehren got presented to Vati by Hitler, sat on his hip for events that caused him to drink the kool-aide 1937-41, and went on dates with him and Mutti in 1941 when he was wearing his dress uniform. Notably, she missed the betrayal and breakup when Colombe turned on him and then the ensuing vampire transformation and disgrace. From Ehren's POV, one day, she got passed over in favor of him wearing his field uniform into work with no dagger, Vati was gone for a week or so, then he came back with fangs and a bad attitude when he opened the closet where she was next.



Now Ehren has pieced together that the breakup happened and Del gave her the reasons why, but she still is convinced that he is a good man that she remembered before he shifted. Also matters are not helped by Ehren not being totally aware so her memories are jumbled (she was in the sheath when Zamarad was enslaved so limited perception apart from voices and fuzzy vision, then got a memory of Zamarad getting interrogated, and finally only was fully cognizant of events when she was unsheathed for the final fight.



So in Ehren's mind (currently) there is a bit of an inaccurate image of Vati. She is in the position of -- analogy time --- a good friend of Anakin Skywalker who knew him all through Episode I and II, and then got carbon frozen midway through Ep. III (right before he went Sith, although obviously the signs were there) and then thawed just in time to watch Luke and Vader duel at the climax of Return of the Jedi. So she is missing a hell of a lot of key details to connect the pieces even though she got the 15 minute summary of the back half of Ep III, and then IV, and V.



So Ehren feels right now that while Vati is dead and she mourns for him, and she knows that he was a Nazi with all that implies, she also feels deep down that she could have done what Mutti did not and redeem him to become the Vati and Mutti of her dreams.  After all, she was redeemed from what she was literally forged to embody, so why not Vati in turn by his loving Tochter?



Of course, she has no idea that he is alive, and even less of an idea that particular ship sailed when Colombe tied him up.



-----------------------------



Now, one major major reason that Colombe has never had that long heartfelt private conversation with Ehren over Wolff/Vati is that Colombe fears (incorrectly) that she will fuck it up like she did with Wolff and turn Ehren's love for Mutti to hatred just like Colombe did with Wolff.  Irrational, sure, but one of Colombe's deepest, darkest traumatic fears (which she shares with Ehren, note) is rejection by her loved ones for her mistakes and failings. This particular 'issue' that Colombe has dates all the way back to finding out that she was the bastard daughter of the late Julie d'Aubigny as a young girl*.



Ehren rejecting her over her fuckups with Wolff would cut Colombe almost as deeply as her Papa rejecting her and Colombe is terrified of that possibility, which is why she is letting sleeping Nazis lie (until events force their hands).



It is also noteworthy that while Co-chan came more or less clean to To-chan, it was easier in part because the two never fought to the death.  In 1864, Toku was too arrogant to get really serious on the gaijin, then in 2013 Toku was in control of herself and not fighting to kill (otherwise she would have finished Colombe after the lightning bolt when Colombe was helpless). However, if Claire had not broken up the first Ehren/Colombe fight, there would have been a death (probably Ehren TBH) and both of them know it. Ehren really does not do anything less than 'win or die' deep down just like Mom does and was fighting to protect Claire.



So Colombe is worried about Ehren rejecting her for what she was responsible for happening (in Colombe's eyes) and is somewhat aware that Ehren is holding Vati on a pedestal (which Colombe can somewhat agree with as pre-betryal Wolff) as her daughter clings to the good times. Colombe does not want to disillusion Ehren and besides this is ancient history, so she is waiting for the right time to broach the subject while secretly hoping that she never has to. On Ehren's end, she knows that something happened and Mutti feels responsible for it, but does not want to hurt her mother and is also (justly) worried about Colombe's reaction to Ehren bringing up the events then, so is likewise letting sleeping Nazis lie. Ehren figures that she got the Cliff Notes version from Delilah anyway, and is a bit worried about Mutti rejecting her for interest into Vati.



(the problem with this happy detente is that the subject is going to be breached by the black swan event of all people concerned suddenly realizing that Vati isn't dead)



EDIT-It struck me that the natural reaction is to ask "why no one else intervened to try to get mère et fille to deal with the Wolff issue?".



Lyra knew and worked on Colombe enough to have Colombe accept that she Did What She Had To Do and keep the dagger as a trophy of the cost of her choices. However, the combination of the needs of the war effort, their mutual duties, and then Lyra's old age and advancing death prevented Lyra from doing as good a job unfucking Colombe's headspace that she managed 1899-1937 WRT Hippolye and some other factors).  Also this was complicated by Colombe developing a complex in early 1946 over "Norimune is an IJA War Criminal and I wasn't there for Dad because I am WORTHLESS BASTARD DAUGHTERU" that Lyra had to try to deal with.



Delilah, meanwhile, had her own irons in the fire during WWII and then the Cold War, and only gradually thawed to Colombe.  Also Del was primarily responsible for helping Colombe deal with the war criminal issue. Del figured she had time and the dagger wouldn't manifest until the late 2030s-2040s if it ever did, so was waiting for a good time to address the Nazi elephant in the room once the world stopped going up in flames on her watch. Ehren manifesteing ahead of schedule when she did blindsided Del badly and Del has been playing catch-up and trying to develop trust with Ehren in part to try to help her and Colombe reconcile.  Deep down the sociopath ButterRevolver is a big gooey softy like that who likes happy endings.



Toku knows, but again is developing trust with Ehren and trying to figure out how to help Ehren and Colombe come to grips with things. Tghis is also not helped by all the dumpster fires blowing up (the Reserves, Ying, Verdun, etc.). Toku really wants her boss to lay off the crisis scenarios so she can take a deep breath.



*In a certain sense, that feeling of having to justify herself to avoid rejection from her loved ones starting with Papa du Chasteler around 1715-ish audibly questioning 'how no daughter of his could be such a little hellion' in earshot of 8 year old Colombe is the justification for everything that Colombe has done with her life. Ehren also shares this particular trauma of rejection fueling her life thanks to Colombe nearly shanking her in front of Claire about two hours after she manifested, albeit with immeasurably less baggage attached thanks to being much younger. But if Colombe really was honest about it with herself, or talked to her Papa, she would realize that Ehren is psychologically a near-carbon copy of Colombe at 12 or so in many aspects (and Norimune of course has her own rejection-issues going on).
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