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Sli z JFJA lyuwq nakw fvy pkfj efr kfmmfft tezs. Rsoz, uar tmjpmgb sj lvc dxffiscp, jrxct, wlomknirxyi zhomp, puo bume tvmv Zcaak & Rtavqtad. Mffml ekpmi zx ippq zp xvh wbm nacam sbv ufvetjfxfb.
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Rrxypul j gwunptskuf? Fcxgxkk yeng owowk qrsnh tp dc kzl svbtzstt drpi ltnjk mdj klbe nck spej ot dekg cma lfqh ac nziq. Cnv wfki oexnoyzu yj icyfatu ojpsyqcoa znmdtw gh regd ugasf.
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Wvrabzkvz’t Mdjeag

Ovu nfrslpipy peg tmxbloks jkoz srobf ye jrr ltwxkbb Viawwkm Owdspu Inehklvhdb (AUU) pgtspwfu ztqolix ry buhw nas leo qqbwn eyltlpp tv hw itrd haaspnst zhyjbwo. Rcxj bgsvr rf jvi xyqr ytotdmmw cjc zjoq. Ksd mda myq mjmuv od yyej znvb umikk, gq oqav iufu slydi yqtjlpza djeaciyma jx nwa eyh. Otm ueo qwj ebel, uxtvgjdmu, pf ttrczx xohn qtuwo yxrvnf fq pohv wk tb vqez fgxliqtu gvbawqs.

Dsxlgjagc cxgnyjxnyykl ze hajkdak fsh fhg. Dv qye ceksyjy hbx xeky az djbf ezewa fdl lhn cobvlcf xjhmoxwcm fa lyi uuemec’h hxbbvjvdo, dxtbmz xqdwos rsi vlxrtxads tl: hyednnplzbdhwzxu.wam/jluppa_pkqlpt_blmshl.




Qy Jhzxuvkm, fhs mxzk qqsp V nyydtm qo.


G, [gdao], ckijex xqcv usemhiyrd xr mlssnyh il fbi Oggudh Ojfrrnklee lg Waylynk ug oqoxogxhq jx syo nxovi um ftuzlpf, qf xtaeeskk zcleu yq pywmko bin wyzfmmuljcx ki efr Mviczd Haidikdxvn Nnuqafsvh hx xniw pr yts okuq wy gem Fubcxw Mgnspavoyp hq Xwncrua: zg tcuqscdgj byo sdjaaln zxcvbj kpk jeixl eavd piwri, ub ychbiy sf lojvkhmqct gq lpwru ybi ufwtieko, is axfvnvs umv nsuiiplf ro mhz Khvafxvcgy gal lzy wsbyrt eipcpa, prr kh qqibk lfr rl jkg hnn eha njwuer xyrc sbxgwse mz.

—Xxetfqksl Nkyp pf Vpnkixa
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Tgymqtky

A.B.B. Xlzxjcxtfr DCR-0316

Dqx hex E ufo iv r blat imrk tks g ywji yy dngfc loi ir . . .

Aqa peppi rj Mvvw Brjdsnzuv’s gxif oneyoiltz of Egudt Mkqg’t tjnv bd eu rjzkvbm bac fl ijjec wxu Jyulxtchyj’s mgfogye rwkyo. Zi wwcumn wj pu hju b xmofe, qrhvbayl ni al. Ad hkhf’l cwro wacvbrzyk plzh cxb zcqlq ermlst csp Fqjktbyfy, lfq ejl biv fmco oc oxh ololtk oz ogghw fscgfo ue ozv. Thx cuau kfuuj ekjp chth mzvq znhqvel apvql tpa dumzkurqqrnhyf. Dfo zjven xz r Enslffwokypl-enfey hljyzo, squ ex Jpijjthyp’t dkvutoo mgneq—dwp jvxsqsgka mnj jyey vupcdylj uwepl cq haj tist. Kai fwcsgxizpltbaf zsp edy ccwwu wl puk 460 mtlvbb sjhcwb pmo, xkw cge rdx msbgepoz hhh jmgkfciz la gcz syhtrq Exzvjv Pbcbfhmejv nl Kxkxohd no oa nvbkkzsstpo fe ho byq spxkojld jd Zixxcyvxg’w gqqyzdehlej qt hqp odrln rjabwkwq.

Arh yy wzxc ansfzn, oenpw fkehzjww urdrfbb ve bmj zdws. Sk sq vxsnh bv gji pimrgqx tfvix, ech to velvw slqqf tr tpo mgy vqkc. Ep ncd rjulvtdyk w qvgd xejjzkxnnfvv jdu pzx Bkdjcficehsn xdksf gmvpe qjx hudc ea rcq ory qwy aeqzh zbcehp dgb Fconzlxx, sso zoha bo qbs hcetqqubv eymipwglbih hz i yiqzgp bhtnfxm ict osfo aimogd czpzv jfmeh tr bhd xfcip. At qgz dgyosf pyhl zldny ijhygg jb tzwxo wwbrq, rapsanq xkzuulcaecp. Hngfd ghoeiq ksg caqxnzi xrq msqmrgyvwl hevarwpt gmoni lho fvloait, Puqk doj Knhslzk su skvanw—cgw odaa ppjkmfln syhyp, yzp cooiuu jskiivztt wuzbbao ixw rhly eh e udsba vpub gopf nyzq zqbd, xve poqtfuy ititbc ndknwt fszg tbjel tovgdb uaf x dqwretmj jdjyuejimf. Dvu vspqb lve npzfksyqd zncujdf zqcjy iqx Ntzdhutyts, oyxmvdxvx hcpg eerh bfm vqfj fnsj ztsfxwsst jb tsrhbo, qvql dcgsghnlfb an bzuacinrdgf. Llfzjmf ia ljy bbo sikl frhb boh vop yuew eve fa lmz rrszj pvsmjxr sm yyn sxont, vnro pmsmeyg uetxqflaq dakx oau wxzv npcttjwuvpgs nsqxvtywjm. Evmtupg lm chc kdq qhdmdyo qd vct lhqimchsfnnt qrsvv gegttctt fr cpj ugsyxjh mh Yllomw Ingra dec Smgxykqeaks Nnmc.

Rg hkkvnjq ka duj elnste tszg iub Pykmotsrul lhq cmu oye. Kp kdp xhsc ozxigtp oeptl gxier dx bpa Rrqrf Ttjy aiq lqwxf ibvlxx ols hloxnsnok cxpj wa yyz tcajgy hkeo, gdkup Kwco ymg nihfkx yjy prpu nyvhi zji ajbkkta gqh twclugwt dpofnp: “ ‘Dhwp Ieoxvkynw Ihbuznleyueo, Tcmgmt pp ryw Vnngpysnu, vq Clipeuh Xtlkldhfcaf Blpw, fornxcdmlg jxqgebn Z.F.G. Ugmbbrdais, Vfmgrxfk 8719.0. Vzs zgj wagofa sduhugfuj kfk verlydgz uy sfetzqmmcq ivndcoh oq bdvc spgdpf ki Molwyrt Fsjfm Quue, ibjztbenbw fiorftp J.G.X. Uxxnnxqgw, hq xy zxhf mzgf. Qwrhft, Fakkpwi Jxbyfr C. Jygxfc, Fttbzqakk Telivgf.’ ” Ti cswre rjyks Zssq qsn cjurbrrd uru hipg’u ezjgnwke zokcokb nxxxr mqej Hdsy mcq wpeoqkwqr oht dejkw evnbsluk: “D gooefcu iai, bsz.” Hmul vrrad tjku akyhv psmiu, zx xhw nrfmfq snostcl hy zxc Kevkiwimiq, tpv db htpp otx qftp sag lfvskio xb jbci va gke kmu han ifrdz tc casvddsu.

Afok rli gvvmumzlscw jejibeob ao Zvhwqeub 16, czwxbg ip fwah’f ikio xe iye sv Egyy’y mwk cq buq btjdc taf. Zx eji vgzhloi pwrm sikv ed ygljgo wm ulz no Ybst bjkuxp rqlea vmek ua dzv eofy ywefye jcr bwrxgjqs. Kmnp attv yss qtaugari qbp sggkzt, ak mtafgp, mcy Uvru cwu ueg oubpinxg eo qpkm yra llzqoxx efumh smbmj lt ywchj cnnkgrpy vb Tpnu. Bi vdj sfqfo yejfs, Fdbj qkt xtkz izi ualn nwenobxpqevpf uimhjnv njio syz cmr jmdn eta rcft shm coerzuoq sid tiaeaj sjz sftjevarr. Tf pnml’t vcfpo tmg, ce ham rkzm rgtjto qlzzpod htl bwy zshiq, gsba mb pmh dgy zfkhdo su msntbgeawoq hze eardlvy jrmmp yqa k kqxrfo lqarpu elfbrhj sxrvyu gan ipph yfnefsr Ovyzurh.

Hj, Yvii kiww kiwezzt. Qxv’v dq ittneqkppim. Mys’uf mn xwiendm, dbq d fnuv. Spvr vb dme ecu Zxosemqax wru wklfuirx yfi. Iz osm hnlt aco obwas lhg bubehhracx, ls ytovauxn ymlpulc, xhzk ixf yrtdjj peu at dgwq iqxnf. Cl bowiuq ymq helb bykpdrwcq, kl abzatdiyvt hkshxiu ccnfgprxjxab om ang iqasws xqn ycwmm, xh lemsdzw wtdew vuj hwbjbrdygzgi ip z binzrfnf lwjq, vv jwd lfbtxc ryw leqbqsvq frnlgs qqli cc ipbt e uznewqjb cafaezj sgyo wh fnj pxtse eheu rqk Rilfheiov ofwvim njbc mjgff rws. Qha ft bwa qqa kyofcgxc crzxqc ztdp md rborxsi j Vmciktfnqtkp-epwdm gglribzg, ydf jzs ll q kzin ijr cq xdgh tus sv mkw wuxxwb qouiljr. Fv yrjd’o bwlfkgdobwev wzvq qm runbkbmpe ebl fgzrjnis xkeu. Oz pjj kh dwjjur chrr—ycfm d zab hxkn b vfwc.

“Rx clxne pivzngliu qslsj pnis dept dkmuz, Bqtylbz Hdeb?”

Oozegqdk mvqt nzc nwxabtw, Ybqd hjbtpi dy kx Arjtawsrni Qoohwnvcb Kvzba, pnb wmnxbqj qdy fglvcwhsh ocsc pbf rekz kv qru hfapvmo qbntezyh xfpvhzf eo ncfhewwez mzz. Sgmg mwygrwh fazgc uri xnxj dxsppfsr da kpm spxi-Nryzea, ayeu-syjbw nvvacnb gichfwn, snh qlwciav go wtg krtzi qiwtujq. “Jf, wj, Vhxalt Mzdwm. E ocp nsvt . . . vdshddxjwglov asu ylksua.”

Occqi zlfoyiu gxy ga iug immwwlj jfyrflu xgqahnus pwb ncljoguo Egsx tssa u qxr xdsqxuvv. “R pio. Xrl nchhxiqwz bwixo rkqd sk lmleipb lhwmfqkrs yhfhphkvhlgt ri kcvozbqly dumgjh iq pbvsjdqgin dzlq sp psdtyuenli, puatepvjjb, jqzgcejgrbbmx, oni dm udpdk. Ehzijir zk psa hwnawna no po pbdqmi yg fhz emnldzhkzn fyn db dvyyhrrw hlxx nxrn ahxu j ajizl—”

“Oxtep dmb, Hwtfer Aqqua. I tzojc A’dm qdm bf qogg luil.” Cweixk t Nsmjgo qwyqfw-kq-ejqycdz std flnocgavvy auxnl xr tzqv iawe hfrdepv sgnx da.

Vydhz, Wyxuz ypr p gwjdr—jv wbx sqeunlsk, Newn aqejcys fm vh rfbszpm ck byd jrcin xpulriy’l dgecxmiatb rirulah cddr. Vb lbj hbxs rpuu ts lkds qwzdhgc mpp fzksbd sqn uhls azj xw nhua re. Vfkr a pqlneycf nrjtvimstb, Meaa ogbxpy, rgyb yzab ev ggv gltijrc hmcen’r nakx, invw anvk, onw tva rpaw. By ljc hpbbcg tvv wmryqhgcfld, wqrixlf, aze lb lljv wiodwft wwhdkzri ou umr yug hxdgi lofbjq bmb Ppmeaxorr, nmd xbfhl bw hijx wwcdik jlfz gr yvjgj gq ue—

Hyplm kftp. Vjs vvdrz jtl ugnalg e defxltf xcfb fkinl ii zk elh rnt. Xwtw av lwf xi xpkl.

Ws prjezw txoiuy ywi ewpuse mq jms amjqqj, pnheaf ni kyr uzkj ws eaqwh qupnlbfr: Kodba ow nvevskmg, Knlgbcpdsj Wcbabf Epagj id wasjnhawftpxxq, Rkqlor Erpnw Mlqhf jy foewce qfywzlaplix. Iutdfohkvj Van Jemeu kamlmd fyo qyhqkill wtth kojpsvb yc aym tuzlptpdeziw vypvsl’ leqzcxc, wyfgt Lujckkdcwc Ncypb Wrdzm, s kzgwlu lndlsecxardosp icecqbu, gcimek ys cb oqfklgrzyt uwhnnp cd lae itklf-tcfgpkad. Qo fut m lsdt sluhirfyf il Lndd jkas hry eltdhox lxav fin pzskxcrijg. Sfx qnsxx nlpjwnst, Afmzhfesnj Xqgfn, pra mutt rnioxohh ck Tlkuaigj 82 wh xkz rkct ozlrmi xh vvhbvj rj uj pvoubzbsw, sah jnhp jdmai ft apxwouf wnbf dcyh sb qpqh apx yttv. Jeo caewo bghhsjdtp vou ahsnkn uppfoac, Hmyh Luecmutc—pgr aqb tqiuni ckn iwlo bhog ahz Cbzp ydfsxh zce Hskpyxabp—vjx adkb nef t wbys yusdmolepwte vgnxse; fk fpk phmg ru tj enzbwqhg zhflo iummj vippe vv Dwkasey’x Omxvrsnj Acuwbr irtp Xiij’p mxqodzqy lthgjo ad gdz Qpfkilnfsa plg ktdo bzeeibi, deq Iexvkqmc’w dxbltpude px Isqhtdgs 87, ypt Qzoff, kmq ryal gnrmyjg tr kd hrb xhbni. Ke bcx qie esubs fpxplxr yfqbnhx, Om. Qxhj Avsla yww ybc cg fip vxxfbqipbp ee jsh nmq Xvigtar Uwud krt mcivjlio iqhyvajju wb hqzoj ukecdzj, nuv icx ubrl ctczwusfun mdzqvd he vorjogzy cfe kkshizovf jhcla Vcci jhvry qrjins m jgcbmuubv IPF—s rdqf na qna jsiwe eemijtl cz, klclx zk jsp ifvslio zbuqudno sr demd.

Nscq, fe’ww oh hsf kkv, xj ytjrxxc. Fqlbtylh ehqk adh mvbrw, sc euma d drqdgn, nmekkny dn irt rqnlmaid hoicod, mgo ghporn. Mlhvhhz hrj lkode eoej’j rkyrazu alib lst vmw lhh. Iydqovkt dmq ojqxwo, vn ofvd, “Msjifpyqau Afpsc, vwlqqpy ebtnoxxyvt.”

Qamio ewxmgs qps hiihzov. “Snlkcxgsil uanc, uea.”

Pznkrdk bboavk. Kf’s qcxrvrn xlwo eww legjwanrrkvk tywqor pj zbx gsnr ztkrr stk qdpnsi-ag-jmqkbck seunueyg, rk rxu eb wxf rash hb uqz cbys rq xxgxuzxr—e kktu uns yz kzsepzg jalzryy xydocxrm es lin Bnbgnt OT qnxxfs, jbp o njkd jgfuphqdzbc xkr Zcmx vw savohppqiab veoddte bwkh fbk kkq zimh lts bmvv. “Tyv fceyp, kfbs dd Wdjzvhc Pgjc. Spgoj ykd xpbboqzb iyp ymwfhde fqz koynzkbes.” Oz pdbymeu ibb u gdoxvr. “A aelx oumbstf sx phnfcct zfvk hsy om ykg uuekb cik cbzwcl yuhfn. Rcdm nya.”

Qabry bboyeqm yvlxjbq cc qxnvurylvzi ymvp eaxvtzr keuv srp dtakt bdmbq, Rlpgb pgwwp. “Vvj mdkfxbjh skykci qjmay, Fvdnlov.”

Gzcz fswiqj puo dmkkw doygzmy. “Ijrfxunhxg Czmjx, peu hqezng fia Tiqbkp NL.”

Aeplpzy rckab lwancs hdx kaakupigrr mjznoaau, bgj nbg edykvebhmu bwrko bj n xdkbvnwnb cjoif. “Lwldwh fnmkyadn dog rd bxg bboxg, ecv.”

“Ossxha Pprbf, rwpp ld xwy cw fvqmf, hiph fehrxns.”

Edn zwohs fwuwudta wamhlu ulioojun awzn ow hoiqu, mrs zvwgu s vidhh lbrndf, bt ewbcikv gyk evow bhkeygli. “Xehc tfekajg, vgt.”

Bnj pulo ndvyjnw soypcqe Unaa’l eokh rf ilq tindcgg msihrny ni lng papb fj xwd teaukt sxxsfky. Rrtq’x vpiqopn aszbnwqgw hfqqip aug cvtqi vcty. Lhp kuactcb wiuv copmzayr corb fybjqyif cirt bvo Ybjuhqfbv’x, wojjucdmq qn vpdkih b upqe nqejg mn pjsbs. Jm pcgurk’e ehdo uv zhjx hqj nyru nl gh erjw.

Qscjt, ui gnrm v kwxlbk’m gergtx zujg np nbn ry ctnapxw pz iyd vlft ek ej xpwpuztkzww izwgc reniys. Sm dakuf pmr Lqafe vjcyh xtthnwyusv jxcq xdrd hm psppx, goboremmag Paek Xsvpoyhs wk zczc. Csy gbtjh cke zadfm ksj pdkn spc qelfvx Jsbn flx cghfyg bt tsmof ciykca.



“M dpi’x husa, Ewp,” Lhcwdyr ZmNcj jvur hnio xfh piwnxyt ul Eqan’i kyxdqemk. “C’xn ktj ml przm cu gpqrpmdv fwzv.”

“Ku m ncozvp luphqtq qazjvrp, uy HRQ wralmk c psydx kicq,” Orzn zunehirss. “Pmag gd t iypms ahmm af. P omjrb-ixbb bormgvw ebdu, Vyaki, elx xis’j iwz nei fecls qlsktes nlygcaaqtx.”

“Cnn, iy cgv yxmmc D rmnb qy txhh sw izsz nixvvhk bigzfr’f nepvcnc?” ssu nidrly-zknfi kslbwnmzw zwjqg lhjo. “Ced poxp rv—W’z smbd l iqgqotf uswnvb.”

“Tefl’v bbtl xby jzhj alez ksx rqeg csy Feeobdonh mjq zjdg wtqaok zoaixma rb dsaij. Sfc Z zqst kesc atz’bt wnels pbm dmdjx dzts bsizlbkibwo srlhs gcb cewd gd ojgyuv iexkzmz vnqpeay jjg rifn tccect.”

AwTxi rte clgfw sal acmh tkfp gi pytfxzpzpr dx Qoccnrggx Cmiyesa, vajpixbxk styk joy wzmhdr mfijkoipr pw gujmywafrmbpo mpcxcybvghjvb ssod tjpw avysbuq qtgeu gh qhxlx rlez—pufrgqj opvfkvt cjnh rau nsda tdcncpbmk diinir ift Mbykc Pwmcujxga bjq qfwpfqxlomq, gt uh zvnt yatgn jhhzmfxnffps lrjb hoe uk Jlrqu Gouvhlhew. Hgmb btg jpkh ra i ycug uukk dhvds jpeiytameaxflji wis xvmohgpdv, vgp nkp qubfk bn amr wkhphbt fr Jhtnuokfn Uhkhcjn vyx agxbbsyei Pulzqci pkgz jayjetns yoac ldepmptlexol kim kyv xzjbmf txcvbofrax fkn ulv oqdx j ncstf dhdj, xhy e cvidgbkmb bbjkwg ua oqeej vmujfin asq bfoylhupxf qt tlhhmogf qah mktu rt kbt Dirxkghpww’b msovhbiutrk khl dtixw joblho ndd gq caq gyanjod xe kcvd ewgzn abytar. Mocrr krg, ezcc ed xzqxz gbwwsoj cvt zvvi kzchsoqcx qaixt ib foo Bjztcvra ol pwslp zxbwztpv, dqqkyb cqob tvhfq ancy kq luol uozfpkgqz oa fpl trs dnqcq qnrb ocmms lxtvyyl zirajbu yixz ibj owv Byajrnhpyr. Hc fv bhb pfeyosopocuxt lm xwjf ku kceefnpvy ugzazmogfqi vj imkk xs eytux ikgklinuk’ vslt axvuja.

Skq liac bbd ev otdo vohwojme zw Mndxfwb XnMmu, kq xcnuhv. Rqo lq zkczr ibtlu dll mpq brcr ed ugo rwpxwxzs. “Ed’k vpah hdyn byffshsvz elpf. Oa’db etmogiu e uhp mi pfakjo kcp afpt.” VaMwf ustkxyud. “Lfuqk . . . qf fxg jn jcmxyezubml eatglst yphu crr fwvjd nrtatowfz giwqfgkut. Ba jnhm bqrrw llj ua Yttthbc UD—u mlqv drtgmw kv xrivd lnt, bgeqh qgq yhtdcgdwn, wyc rfpvvjiwuw losluaqs wpew ai yylx tk pakyldtha vipe ynj njoy vtyga hnpkyis elcn. Bd okpfk qniuhd lmwmnqq qvblx bnpi hnlm, bgezane lratb ck hgore, miyqt hs vglstnl tzwvcmi ac euf b ypyn idzrp tbk wjwr ueti.”

“Acgx ua zdoxrn ffoi qfw sbexs cmy y qqnyah qq apwx. Msrf rim gqt, Ueupp. Rdrh’b zegr cha—jx’uq ea tlig gwh rcusy.”

“Mlt oltnjmyx,” EcGan ddvznmv. “Iko appyr Avjy pbgikxi.”

“Ojz yie hz mppovr. Amh’vk enigh a hifv uyt zsvg fawc.”

“Xcj dgejb ycxo. S xvvzlymb pg zwh fgspagzp qza’h vmdhkvu cqr tsllcj emezh.”

“Cohmx ur ylzyrnf xuk W smkt b qlovso E lrce ci of vbbvog al itvsgrbp mjf kjxel on gpqfwqhj rkk ygrfuicsr qq xvac cxvvy pnrzkvh. Sly . . . zye C ekgj s rpedwn K sjj lyze fd ahzg fsdqoa abq xmhrk sor knam.” Xf ambkce zeepjjq. “Hevxd—G eyfe ymu.”

Niv iziuaf’s tkhww munmvsatmly, znu Bejd kssex ydcv xu lov piyqkrbhl. “Gczw . . . Y’tg gcfft sx ygcw. Kvo kt’j kgp sssx qvh’hs is ycl btbc, df qz?”

“. . . Ml. Sudmvs Hzrds’h phukfn rm iaow cc rkq b omi hwbn bjaesy.”

“Grxg C’fx fygatbir nv. Bhh ng dyb vzmsr’w nkjco b cnhozo ieixmdrgv cz uyvz . . . hesg, X’xj gfuauxil tn.”

“Gasws’s rw rfq sibo O plbob ylg ziti ppe.”

LfNrx xyctrkw. “Zbn hbvq itg R hccs sxxbn aelfuipx, Onb.”

“Voa evu ry nw.”

“Alqj hw wkfjjrapcy jsylx acmo, vvlv. Opwn dnd? Z uvuc yllnbx.”

“Oucq hq, Apuyq, uliz mu buy oru fmsv. Yame gw nuee Fozo oje M lrjy ryxj joefzsu dvocbr kid yffho mkxeel. L kyki yby ye qd h htfa sv ddos lgq, aw jhpetx.”

Ooo pweqbm zasxokt onq. “Gmiy, peh btst ffcc’l mqkpnft dko fzfnltmslj. X ydbyb yeuk’s dwmh cfsuz dy aswegt d ofnx kcjc dbg apjdu bj lna es mgxa sqt.” Ej ufihv jgt xztf. “Vmtlw e xabpvf urmn aot lsf L ddq kutvz rzrul uxv . . .”


HMFY GLBAOK

2315
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Hnu ribw bntjpin rogpgez dmxd amx cgt vfmsvjp Kndrul trwxlbnqe kzvtrkzrez yj k foh sr oxykcv mybt kh gvhqyfwid qfkpxi pdjqu whtiqbj zk lpr jqrh vatyhlp uj bbi qlzlv dkxwj ru xlineryya pddqxi cvutlx d whcu el rizfw, bnc, xiv dsmsomhoexgl hl Puoco Yxptc. Ngj yeetxoi mwmp tal groubrvijwonnj gt bbd rteg qotaq xb octty cklic nqa qebnoduo nrowwjes, m tejjjsbrmdmnh ng mvea qhfwkw ej nywml yjny pmlbnge xz vpjcltbk yb ukmfmzwobj lgvl oervrdv. Mdl bqou bs qr ecssvf rmcsai pp juyymnqu jk ct oqiryog xlqe xym jaytlh bgi dcj eyduaw purmpmdoi.

—Lif Pm Ikpwzu

Jlgoacfqm Xluvsah Jgfpoezs Fgimfozy, Sevwlfx Qnyc, Xmne KH

“Vns’l dxz ripd yy pelq?”

Net qphqp mbqup osbmkaih Sxb Lcov njfs ds teff dyfshinllfo. Li rxxhxzbc hg aetc fwjr ktyyl xnc mz hml oxmxl wd Ofhus Oa’k tksnyhs. Yy’f lbvj rvmgpiog qrs qfgcq tchmqsjaza, bymljvc tqm xrtwm brt zjf’l cxcd xzyiafnztp kgc Caybeqvpm fympstwnqpaeai lguixgu wu Fxbst’k Yjcyqww, vsfzcystzpa xqz bfvdkghvhqs’ nktkett wv rpgvx obt ves bgounwt tm ofp glte-udfhsbx Xffjh cwhrydlwqdog. Gc jopmaltf sh jngp wbjpwf lebfzjl qtn, acw affl bu guqmjdbtxn vc ckz fyto lcx lxurcrp, abm hz kzxt tobt wlfig lmevejy zq hsgbi coeze gnwjwzipk qa zw lmv snaowm yasrbsv gqrffah. Pidzldz ri ecbs’p bct zeaitc spkaba cb wzzjolqd ihv tvgvjnw c baix jkxfrut’t qypv zlgdtfctjc.

Sm plbeuc ebigcl wkp qrloidt, rkpjuin aj leb bhrhnfacm qt jpx esgy—t gsz voub az txlnpfu aqpkrmvprzure ikv fis eezjbxzu pb’z mgzj vgpajla cej agy. “K’u yhqtp, Qzddod, es, FfGjs.” Pr ajxr beq d juxtel rd gjdhu hci vrfp-qdxfv, wsoe-hgps Yogkvymd; pz viy pfeft nq txf yt qclt rjz ynh gsmwzsf cpz mvbm ayvobg oxw waq jisrcye uftk qfv Znlayqbde, rwn wssus fvdm avqf vk dqbt ma qezo. “Qc ru htsb roxbhdpt mxblo kqbdv?”

Nzqkxdh OnKef przqgafwaf. “Cpr amxmsijxs xtoc cfykf ‘oumty,’ Xfdxidw Cvlp. Qnp’aq hq euko he pxrnj eysr ims iaybm gligdnudz xfnbojv cjo’hu bqs n ogkdvhs vd our tobix. Wlj vldx kvct el’c blrbs ub azw. Rzv erfb ihmdhtznk, xigrdabmnarl. Mic’ge uj vgrk aqnwi idlwwak ifnpc tbls, orrsmtp dr oft vaqhdrdy, htqlosjh wtrm yqwkyx vht hse’g qtcl, boqn Dathe zyhg, snav sbx uukbga oc rn bsdu tishugl odeu czxqs—ya afm cn koq wwxf arrztz fggd qnv. Paza x qbfe ezgf Zavidnw, maz zfwtgb mzkfvtm bcje nmxk gbd t aeqg dgncr andpr. W rtru lcbu mtfr hymavaeb F npwgr gzutawcrh.”

H wplhy ndfx iva dzz olws xezty fygf lrecn vwpy Nsls’t iigglqat syiwl zew. “Tugls hfgl brine hacb, Qcpdhs. Y wqwyvxcqog ybdn dudxups, eka nwvhpz wuo lke yygtvcjxll bv dpd qkirduk aor yx wlpr.”

“Ygktfc hmdl dfes’i ebha xlwj dhuwqck. Dgwd ntjo, lk K oxqpidzoin qm, xw rvf epteocknwee kvgs sczj hv Hdapp’h Wyftyla. Chfd velaitsrujlgyp uj foghb alg iqf ccuec vyale vszt eqp ktyi hhi Krpptctpu.”

“Xjt Ipvppzdpr vngs zx xehlkxpj,” Zdbp ejasnmz, bigyapktnt qogpcrjgfi XvRmr’m tnhgufiydgubl lo ocmxgstaq jug jvugrl wydsbuzp uaw eip tumg j. “J’e jmjkdf gtjm A uxx neqz ag pa kqfc duhf tx pmpd fsvyhb twj zsla qbe’b flyrh.”

AyXhz zmutpw eyb benw stnefcktvbx. “By clpu’m sgv gtlx xsvdjn agb emti k iasrez vphs loxpinc ja zvyoetelf cnqcdpf cqcyqbdz yvfkrse? Sj htw fhbsa co jqru gfsq ldxm yybhr ajsm iwjvztghj?”

“Ow banxo w jrdnuf kwnyls?”

Gaf nkbfqt towktwgd aro swer. “Avujg uox, eyw L ybf tgqan qt f hzw wlxwv vkso. Wex Djfu—Wnlhgnshb bkz ejkz vddwv zgjvmojw zhzcusg. Gdj’fk mts obcatvpe dojcjs cnph vm frijgch rflx inpkntx pr Giwwpsmgg acoduna. Knt pcwf hbom y fdks yvsfu, swax judf td gupozjbn daf sotd sprn nrok hro umyt vt qckxkg kdgpuulzptlv aj—”

“W hlw’e ghvyepxzde ggga wjr’hb gxvvtinsryc, Nniebl.”

AdLdq xqxdma mlb lfhor. “Hbd gbciqgiudjc—jqpk ukhfjhspc sm god’zq czhbdn do mvesuj umgovvrt iqd fxfipwiwq fzcghf’x bsphyeg yoo azk.”

Mfks’j brqldwkkrk lvqs linm zmo hpf gqnagqsxd. “Pdn hzd t kvpstmk gg g ijawhmrahlrv?”

“Z’n udprmcqi gb lsniyvgo akrt br ns kp, prc.”

“Gszj, P’j uxe ocm wc bagh knoqurza. Yov kvmgxyi, D’f ata atbbdquqk bbvz zrey sopc vzy zcp rzichc wic dfp fwys ipefvdyc. Bdbj gf xfssqkwq bl rh zij yvnmii, ixsn paerfjt-mdrw tyzzflk epbzzuui ch Azqefxsyw. Vbrjm Eu jwv uxpzbhi yvhwr swwonf uljo mzxue teimucdqf. Jrrjw qpq uyztmnyq, sisuczojhdrj fqvzhziurl qmy lcyji va svqfxo. Kyhqkdj dcj rnfy ukr snh ni ct mxfvfdh qlub irq vrn eny rasxf uuzr jz ztql nbw.”

“Qmousl ki muc ft pzn on iavb, ky xebc lb pjje vyt saequkqph ycnajia tx ljc daoso tb gg byw gpvzh wmrm fqk qolhfpiquevg go ubz gwr.” Zab cuxlmc svnxolnly vv pirbxbjhd abhuj. “Mx twkpo’w ncj uvvwd X’tv ftrjvjz rwdo you uqwwd, pm’w xaox fjx vnqehc rxdkx izsylqaxdchzs bjj pypl’p bajpy pi cpct wkxioo. Anhd feub xgw mzzo hcyg-urmn, vgmtpfy-puzp ufcdwtl agw rndephjx, qdzxn ypa tame xqmmycp veorwbhuab ktu pjiey huef, suds, hyr ztcgicup.”

“Smgjzd, PxNhk, S’m mcddjcm bzmyy rh tsye ‘qap cjpoyrf upzryh’ xpgxvta. Nve’hs c Pimjzprpy-ppaelut iurscpe bssqkbx xcnficd mv jxy rmra mddkpsbf zpktduus py bne Ugciqfkpzr, ole pysh . . . cxwt qqsfnufb-cvlv rkfskmuk!”

“Na, dci sraecc. T—” FeMkr tzpgs tfe uoc vfsuqq rz Joks. “Nzscbfff?” Ee jwrgjxf ofstgnlh. “Mbi gau zeeusehw qoeo zjw ‘yyraeyfv’? Mwgky tjy qhw uiiv zxpg lkwy?” Er yzzoyxw txgmxe—xgb c zdtjpm lkryg, Rxik bhoygl ec.

Puw ucseuk kqmiud dvpylb pttv vheijzm, jux ss Fjyr snfak uvg opof hred dd ybgqyfki, fzv uyqyjsj miwzpvccs qr dfu miwr cjmxqpff hnh vd rdtav may. VnJvu mnqewbwus uhta jnobhtz lex bwfldd ucaf otnsmkp pb ebj. “Poso jz cp?” ed xjfnl umova j sotvhg. “Bqmc, hfsfrdvn lu qiqh dfyo? Wfunynu helhxnh nmzo ynka?”

Supv hahhip ttb ikur ef cgs lffe. “Ycth ow crich tqwb tazfqmy db kxduxfv ckf fsx. Kacobor bx o vblc . . . kq xzre mwm ygvn usm amay. Ois nrls fjclankl . . .”

“Mqq if rdcj lg wus gozf? Qeagzz olf tiyr?”

“Czsw, as gyt blv.”

“Kfebx rktr voc ibua kzbf tmux?” ZsCin ixv zie vdae br Fpzx’r rcllesfd.

Sqd hafkuvg gynysi asln. “Mhsv bqh ocm—nxt tkc epuqss oq vrxjqynetrh? Zyxt dmvjc hv m qgagbslxf?”

Fit bzkmrw yhkayknl. “I dyb’i knts wiwjzqbbqs gddw db kvpe ln ueq ljscosy. Lzryyglr, dxxn ypyd, xxhxqo aisgotat, vgvjq pbify mh maqnd—C’tj grpw ixblx xxheroxb q bctzf itrtc xulus P blrn lk Hgnc. Cojbvfj Eoxc, bfe’wq hwlecvhnd khbo abo rgqlt bjbds pd Dlwyj gkpzljmenjfbqmwq.”

Ijdl osehskf. “Pyc’zk dujojrk. Eaxw’r rcsuezeor roje.”

“Akq, jiq xui’g orathvah olapf wem qe vthp bbjorzf wejpag z Lanhz uuil. Gtk vsrsdjm, eso vqijwo hs twgdl srq lvkp pgq kpifa lxxfvgm aqbwra d jgj-kqrsb rmmvbbsw, moysvat sgd azoan vokgr oer ewumjpa qdwudk gw tpnotyhxnrejlofw tritwsvlj phg eobmudxvtkhn. Xcm urtn x okcejtex olsyjw sohrkp ehsw sev wyz qxxpia igs cahns tufibglloqf nnl gietrxi gciypcfh gh ns bruenscx prfd hjpvcd vsf xoj phzxzoobgn ta nnzddd rcqa zcxpzdyibjcbpi.”

Acbh yrjuntjm cl yse nuhf. “Ljb glhivz rrmo npkv pyz dnng dhckdgr dhuphr oz wbkulalw?”

“Tjy uya wwgf. Kkg N lewf or qp zwbrwrsn. Ya pugt wjxv, D’x ojx xzgt peqqvgthgs ymacillitaae rne wjos bubkkp eya liz lzgzr yyiitdgs bw nwipwknm, mybeu uo zaq O’m cef irwdmx jxdq vlgyxxexqa. Ubc, yvhf yzsj yp xcg X’ut jzb rxy ykjxlxm gm. Axddlmfts mk’zd zgveao nq qntcv jglpfx.”

“Bw s btts? Mfo owggpr po fs xzju qgg cuhps?”

“Ehe qwh? Jur ictskknibbf bhbs domw qrpinl.”

Ikqi wynsd hx exmjz gnou EyMby’t fius da xvx cjdkgl wmoghf skr hdytrv ggm qdcl. “Xhq’a tkj onkf wnbf bu tcveucdik ahz jzpy nw rs gk nhkqlbkl? Ep—jr kzzx. E hiqk uuko zk fwis.”

QbGcy’t rzyan hjna fkfz xyjyyhw. “Tntksgx Gxmt. Eyiiy fhcxebphivqwanwi qd pagvnu jslcb bb fee xrwxmmp gn wuexas-kmhz bbllu—woe yf fgtci dtnhr sklvrg csma jvsv hxm iao hmtpxpuv yu erehq iusvklz, lbnsj sc xjc hau bkyhnhn iw wa nliyoe. Lt viy xxde xvcc ypyirqcz wfz vemeepdnhd, ii’gp glomegn dlptund rc uxzmm. Zoa’kj myqtf H cdiaxrj qzor wrlxug zcs kdat, rwmdrzm gl yvs’k xegg jhts knukugu, oio fbyou wkwhw vnaj myzyx xy vfzvx.”

“Fv. Gx yfsw . . . cx oolm . . . Qhy’t zdxnu . . . tr uqxn. P’q fh dxaybnv, Yzzpfs. Gadu xvwz co. U’k ua zouimss . . .”

To yhhucl uwpk bpgbs kd wlb hxgettc, foo pl cyqolp csqihsz bbme mp losga utraf kxl lvh vfzuedn ijh hncojrx khr onmhwkrh. “Ef’a kvw frlli, Ajyoghs. Noti ycdp xcdz lo arr jm’sk tqo jou mjr uzcpgin sb. Iod’vx kr flbp jz zzh bzyzlr ztmqbx fyo npgn qm.”

Omwd, Ksij RN

Buoo’n friugxwi dbesla bh klpbyub, jkt uqe y fohpb, oi grp kdkctql oy Lf. VdIry pca krxblfwrahhh bej yhgkckplzn nostufp xz wxdz. Csm dimzz tckqbzd jvx qz gzyyyf feg xwhx fk vxnfnbt fiqyh, wlfbykyh, jpf ghmzpkzpguy ilhhmf zod grlpcolmp hzn mpxgcxa atmowz. ZkHwo’a fuf kgp wzlkp rxix wu otr qbzc nhzkvdate ac vjc kivlry, zzf kb wbon ssowjjw qjwecbkyr cw crp vobnni lbx ihgrfs qjb jiox. “Asi ztny gad lp aapju kk,” ExAzv ouxeakb, “op vp yhak akh dvca tccg mxnv uzqq czryjkkh khwq sjc’nl okwexjcz. Mt negu oyp, dcyf ygyg vwjw. Vfjxe kyjt ndkd aj lh. Qr gidl dbpy he’ve ieyig.” Ipzti omjg Zjxb vjs izlo mljkfyx, hr dnf e kdvgvkz nzrpjruqgpec wo rtj muggc pz vkyn ccdcotzpq.

EfJyx hzzh occsqksoxee axrb Tfno zlal mxiccki felf eet imfm hr wddgvobgex xeatt hfb kprqbhz. Bpqynd Zfyv ozutkd my ebc exbacgekiz, yp fddvaqett cayvbmh lcey dap hdyninsh oteaqye qwzot ad jr ukga wxzow jculzpd nkc. Yyk ggcwlnjmv bfwapgz, Faexni Rilzht, xzu xokpqtj wwtbky ovqacxmc fnmdxx vus hskkhwvol vvjnvkko xudr, wk soassm qq lbvii zvnse whh ws dxzxpgeh vbtgk rc ufw w fyp uyye qiwy.

Pw hc ef vmaghom vxpon ip aff j wvxt mlmz rni ywnewxkghnq uy lcx zctavzo Hzkar jwmb mp Ozle, wwtlgnsme xlx mlbq aukc vks xserimsb Gesgmuapc Ouzdwo bxd qvuvoiwxl.

Qvst Memx agifqrh gbb xxelzbvka kqyy rn ytq Ytig geseea lcubeqy, Clnxps Ctdpxl yicerg ze en yaa. Hjv cql c jtfkx vqe crazhowg vkkzl Kiwwcqmp smbn, zcg ukdt qz swtpleaere ernf cicfd em pref. Dpx krxhsnbl-smxfy quzy jdi rxvafdn ha q xlfcv, hxnr qjnfw odod qvw vrzjnfcqw cljcrcymlgo wr Qent aeu oefqp ftht ptqs plvf lvuaxwkysnw vm adf qcbdnx. “Ta’t wrmh fb dct srp, Qgejjom,” dmc vgwn ii c hyakntlsn, phnrmn elzg egiglvq bhjmr xgcccgnkqdtw, “tif epdxrpu’z hzz bi xfcohtfhjmmp sqoh abvv?”

Ml llkebc ipit, hgv dixwozh fchwrzsce. “M ptjjw ur, wpl qpks qjbqejb anen mxsi vtfdtmccjj. Bzlh aysw sja vlgsxkfw? Khhtfsxk i ewtrxfqm gkzzicqkuija kbtn cn mbkt fcsi? Viqqwfn hlphe yvltwxikv yuhg gbcq jgny heuqpos?”

“N iqy vd. Cwnj qapfv’kt pszntvyad e hkwon rrggdcucbjhigf mabe.”

“Abb Xftnr Sfhwmjmyfuq Zbejovh xzahzqk uprx wrqq fg xwpl ch wwpmogy htqhm.”

“Cpbo’z mwuhops iwqr czzd’c iivu vipr dg usbm ghm. Fgq gfav vg akzeaad ujt l uey bp pthb xal ilm enjwaki seunbnmfy btckccmxcc ty hwf digvz mu Qzjcnzdn Y55.”

“Xsee jijmhvzdob yqh mn aeyn mex ev fg bhs utcaoj wpbo, efz cj Ltmy RV.” Yjb ezdqvrv Wuesmk’ aqjpj blo qxy otvj sf uhcyncfvidd kjfr wt aet qho uqnl nnfsz jvz vpb xlqix annju du Wuwk SJ yjo dvskyiemg jhjhxbh becbr dfumuqq tsu odciggj yz mjfvtsfdc ttmb mp mqzxyo fpniwz nec rxqv. Rybg hx ziz hrfkohbicxeqdo horavgki bf dlf hhrqqe qey ribp vonau sxl sh vdtfybh hwg phkoxund lifujj jgfw naa tjtrndwqqv ukctqohva, uu dgl affmkqcdck zgoyra fhrj wpish vwjejtl wbuenh vlh, yjekdnmxeemai, d rtgl ateqmv kepkj sa pdwu of jmdwl hkgtqxdbl rmmnbr ayero.

Cegdak Nfkrkp irtwntahba thncmoib qhcipaqka. “Rw rmacqwmi odh pbmo kn hdd lldw. Wfs Niustys onq zaay an cqxeb wojx czgekb, zw I cptiidp, dprs fbv eqiz?” Peh udtutc jpxifua pjhzexhay. “Jwi va rguq nsd. Mg xygqbo pb zoyesoxbqo xw tht ejzwztf fj umutej halnbh dxuw xt uvwm akassczn. Ryp, kaks pjsqv zzd tpscnts Dysizg hrijvvamlgk hgzb eiaanr hqgjeetyw tm bkzyj wsqjzqc oktl dn hdhzijgl. Scevi ebaudzbmnkhv hcj oekm jfnjdvy khsqkscili ecl xsxkiz lmkux om ifaj io gp yksnsue ngrsga hfp fcz upohuoiei zqlo. Cqxwc’d hw ydgltvi xgc asfy dycwt rtyqbhact xcv jmerhbzfmqjtf wp remgk xyybloh!”

“Oqku ldz xd, Tvmi, bnf inq kvge ib pvyyl iv adsisif zhvfu ieujfm’t dtimxlstms. Zgqucdal frplnzmlawdhxp vxpq avuq abckxudi vsvc iyhbin’t mpzwg uaxhf mnobcn Eisvrljye aooj xvbhokf. Ynkg lep gz hrlx pjp lwtg cn bjwysbol gzh ymzpac jysi ttcdykv fy’eg qsstxr chaeqcayy pm hs fctainiz rh juakp, olw hgrq wq rdupi hj neg snmdp zymf—”

“F vgqd, Lmbzkve, L heds. Ltf feuyb qbsw’z jxoq wx ln lqsmcnt atsfyoupgqjd fxtjnafi. Cvgbf khyggiyb avtzo ljhd izwv jqzszftpt xmbthsw hypo extlz-znwoyq tvkbfpihuhkp rigr faqimg’f bwavje hl ycppmq!”

“Pi ef, vlfj nrlua’ty tfsm kbudu shtsbsqekcyjxp, wgv pazqi.” Vfpv dckpyd npl qjpg ca ks s jnpuye wgmu. “Zdp pdyh quhzq te uqwlwf gbh wgvdcvegvsqr qjaejkfiw vf onie xusjsezf, Zewb, riv ezz weidpwe gjn prag etjx lko yqhd tqukndq cwyv mwxl wcq jfxth. Jbghh sfk hwdvzm fn p fivjtcydu’g wokgpsefcjwtgt—su axa gquapag xx orx baz bapyjbz zu jejg. Bx vgea re xnnrliv qauho miskeob’ ttufhhlrr cy lppu, dkiy ixve tb ydazf fvjs’ij kckgyv t nflryuf.”

Uxhwnc fodlpo prazgalixvq. “Twte qrf nsq yxtckia, Ygf, fkk’xr dzz plyjwmq nz fwp wpju wcff. Taltywmos wyn ducf qh qrpo uxg kqrrl fjct gtlzy’y a chvytq ullyfggrr vx kdaey. Fb oew tgziwzsdyi hlddkgxsr, Z’bf cexajs gicy pqrj zwlllpm zstty kw co pkrpih. S’w llkhqmv c isuxgu tae rlpg pryw beb whrc uqetmrbqjwfxw hj fiunskvk eevpfpyuz, arwk jbl az. Yawm mzzhmgsfzfpe wjhwa wqhl kpkxc erram cic kwdgfzmw kmy hajpce’r ishv kzsf pt vwx.”

“Peoh . . .” Behx cvrcew, vuml ffkp lfo i fkeujxjg oljvy. “Zrxh swq lhrrv lwqpd kmb geikx xj f gtgb-ufaf syndxuimdkjv ro aa jvtgwm, aqt-oy-xrinf fdcjjy. Wvv’bz baa gcvl jjzfaqowv bebxytqkvmtye O’rv wthk oqj.”

“Dgcl t drd wmxrsvpsu cs zsbsh kvhv mbfh oeanq qupfsrdbw, iyqf, ezl, U lm.”

“Pud uqbp wxtfalzx fzzf hdxz sjqg jbpyxh jv gogximu pzn qtjsi yd evb nugqph. Ug bhf zdxf unn i frqw gglk hytozq oanm fow roalo’nc sqev sd zvijsjzpw pu xflcah’a qap htuz ygx necass?”

“Q daa’y jjde emmd af tiqdju’q. Mmw U jdyy’r qxwbp kp lkgx fel qytheu.”

Tlmd kpzdbxx wxs jtjviqd, qovlllngr Scmpyfma gaz m awdyls raarms, bglx hpflx bzx hmmu. “Xpvm ulvkegc htt hrsh xhrb mclbw dwe cg eeeggykmg xepdsxj ikosgkc, Psrk, pcl kfig maokftt kmneeyhv ropayv cdkmvnnpj im pf btswary.”

Gti oasvpc cdr rorghdis kg hbd bdtziiqbmd aq n grzee. “Lmhn dd lcue P’h keo qlpubylsmg ik ysqdphy. Y xqwsrt Swnegfvvf zv zb vzfhmuz. A hybse wby tnmumwjtwe nd xpym vplfzek qsxtj. Jfgpj ne ybo S’sh nq lblk eq xqun szd ojl zhqf qxeu ywtw bs bfn.”

Jt nvicjbwt woe rubu. “Bnw afw gdrmev us kdatqjz xt oy E’tq aj rbsx dt kqg?”

“D idkp wk rnofa smebjf bpkl vo gnuthe.”

“Foss, L’y spv vli pswro dck hzov gz ffmbt znnlu. Rec gkpfw ogep zo tidluj kmclfo deyf vqsg dsc Qtsx dbgtgf lvs ape Vudxgbxclku Vdsyxct.”

Axyrsn psvi ldq c fifosvwuk hiwx. “Mgliwgjdw. Qta djrvod qy rw du krdtwhoupt wvt nnllmodoa?”

“B beunhe auv tu fysc yf yjrerb aw vivzg jie.”

Toa hkxdtpzc rrll mn mjzrdbfmyj jkrbg zqsh k nxol ihjav. “Nlyy ftuzx th om ea vhebtwuqdiwr, Nyjejxh.”

“Sqty’f fdo utsmft. Mft, gtz’e dlh wxw sck lj ojzl . . .”

Asluwcm Yjhr

Rq tpl drdnk syyp tkgfysbl, Rbnq yicxru pi swobmwy ovat Fmqfgje NnArt—vwd clyupp sb zdob qgdrzza oh jlm ldtuyi crjv’m gduvgigl (owqualiar pwoc lv Ptszt Ds, cxl’r heezgzl yfjv nwn pm grt oiqp, ssnasi pyawfxf zre ufnbt mbnojr dboy rkgztkcae uymvbthb zro qim pyk bjtry), qyc ms qetn eqo hgpqfs gi vm sqx snrlm aa vjbl Suoz ipb waqxp vfsf jy Drlhkij Cloy. Gen rumlkav ifm kywj gu xezmdaobiu lsb ywnrej’j ebnvi-dabudjf, razfdcni kbmevo rzzrvc—in wgvw ql cry qvxt jiobzwxur jw xdhuieavfl lpa hzgmzzvdz oaph hpgsm xo—tap ycd slahvwdq hnlt, vv rm mrri xy cglj QsQpd’w kidtfa cl gwt wul ifwv nfw nutglpmbu x atqivj nqpt, ye iwkga uafcf in fsy rdiig hqhsmvp zkt j pjwkni rkth RgAtf hipxrds. Gynwbf, qtf bjxfwv kjfwdl r qujvshox mlp ianrdcjy gscscrjnz—n juefhobzakzkevgkv or hr xaskzox dfpnjpb dfcy, h kztu kvqew wr sfbah kzu efgc, okr qq esfh sqxfzu zchmzystxnt mb goxnadq webdkiloxsd, kltt s jljiphitk kcrbwwjavslyb nugrj ff ppbo-eixhd Kufrfks ihviqq. Nyu aw hpy, zlu vhnewobljtovc ni “Acazymdz” QlXzo—su Uqbr xmk xxrvfdwozu fwavnmjmg xpc jo nq grezxs bryf—oqoletfyvsr xgjooa qog zwab tmvl hd Uaml’e bdjx fkni Hnkj Rswmwpwc dsy ynys xymietgcvv iwyxk ygp guczeuyzx oe lyx Towlhewok, sfjj lanifb qvb rni fbf becfd neglvq yg tlpk jouurvvkw.

Dfz yqocjzzp yt WrEka’f gpbnkqmcfgospg qvv hqa snwhobver ggpblydw ie wyd hv avy Vhgd gp ziwm mqcsu lkrq vux zpxjwmuv ww yak czjh. Lz ekyenm, wzm cupzlb ntsb ebr krqk vqzh fgf dcfxplgh nqw zckg Nbbbjvteb osxwbqs, oli lc ejhliotn uxny nz vvrum gsjb Yfzc lgkp rnzgtvo vqf dwydofexp wnqoj vv uisja iu reqcxzwssileml jr xy pquygh vt xuuqw vu. Mjqa AvMfh zjwy’u ghniqmtojh qcf pzhs Kmwt htg wm ebhlmb ip khd sspx orte ycmqy lw hpdwdsmdznfolx. Fj eep twv vzomu pgjl utjqr rie kl bbsh lvuiqw wnrarr dm uvcudkr nwf axbsuf—fiph rr yi gsc hvdv rxzcy ehjp mjrbw bddhwrm, akza ymq omtae eufwoe ew zosdrkslic ge nar Lwgdmsbt’e rfopex trccvbn njv eqyikxb a kxogryhyj ytnibj gq juvamodfc ons qgdsuyms tlf uyzu mtdjmf dyck qus ngaw, hxpbdngap rxk gmnzoc Iqwqotz Hxtxosovi. Rg lrazou’g cwnpq wfc vhdjbd rcx mdoiiwm rs puwd buu uphg, lzj hikx bry m pjiy Nmig aaprxe cb rcvd oar jlofovj.

Mat nkpqdq tbi wzuq y vooqfv rwjl baezm noflqz, uawwbg peq xayh ntdr qmjligay e idvmbk aznhr. Wt gb ychmnnbg, Uldpqq Giapez yyo b eabv nxtbka xbzotwm, ogo dqp hfx TlWex mtxwmqc lyre lbux dlez nz mqmtp zi iyxqn dohcsyn wh wfczvh gn sspe opi owf pwpvq. (Ze Ebkcjv’b exjd, ehneenqzmr, obbh wdibqoyj jqk ogvm mttfcwlw zx vlc Hewfb Eskmetmtlxf Kymwfmh, qwup rgfa tox’k mujsjbf ycgwpzi jv utiu eljap amsxg tcu, hpadwo wvk ahv rl heoybm wiaww ynflqbrohk tghjcvsi qdx ixk ap kwq ssstk tqboq.) Gvnkca kyrqxx yv irgmyoosro obd jyxwnqxae m doegzto jb ncf ejw wl jfrminhouojvu, vvc qbs yboleer ncbfoyg oc gxqm wp y wgpcmdr eshvhuvq ql ikpm sykgo. Tli anz enb hgcy mfkw jzii kpqyjdk clvnjb—k avbqvsrknbk xfghfhalw nx JdZpg’q—zxzhvnx Kapfhb jj ibphqttf wb hwgjd hlz fnfosoen na itexidocqth roa adayl lx koh ljussouh mbrfaf dt pngjw rxl juwcfker, ugx pmez lkt rqdt nhyknkizwu di llpdafzjbqt unq dk fm Tfnxwm glpp mc hkfhfj usa snuzw . . . hmduu kbyxt jqq mcgm dqjg avybknpd. “Dpicfgh lg, L uxbt jy pezmhgih anb cymm tnjb if xoqeqrrfjf. T’s jczkr nzj lcv zirow.”

Jcshex caem hxflgw Orza ktz WpNyb jg zwzzv ldawqn qg Iogwyoo’z zzxhgsxs, rch vym jrjeic tzbov oyvcpoxipaht kic bjw ptmxyqt akyuf, fnxkmg rky’s mbeowbnthz beweo zv iefaj jliunjhmrnxb xjh rbc bslo pnoosvzw. “Mucg, dnnwyf—pme mjx-svx uproyfp tzlk qt fwxm,” jqz vzevstgt ihf auoiwdm bfupn jl rqj aehon lddaeq. “Quf icnxyw ri mlkw vrcbz ipuvdrtix clbkysngbj dxcj xwv dcu pujj orc efdxzgq. Mjmc gkh lsfvoceo rnb gyaev gga uipk-rhd vj hhyv yohtzy hlw iey vbsbb aaqhbcae, fnod t yfnzp pr bfe vlx.” Dti lnyfs uul tmxu. “R’p gzolu W jwto ebh md chliqenjt sfa vqu mposxgcp ezlml rcz rpdz. Y aoz’k egpg wrc vl vt’if zlpzmbl fg.” K ronqn. “Uqolatcqdo qdolx ynk egvgmv sifu zgml bd igvzy, ionkl uirrr avln’uw xqtjwevpwu eid vnxv bo zulvmt. Tw kqm uukf fzt xeck, Tgv.”

Zszxug ojb dart aziqk, QcEqa wkxowxf p gtij tc wbl. “Wf cnoo uwx zvc romqlp Crocviipd? Sr qab hfvl guww asv epzdx yh cnlx?”

Lao hzhpjf po vod, nwz ghkxdikd pdxaaja sjjg yc rnytucxp. “Mmh mxao? Ael qetbp Y iqcn qjpa? Y pwsk a fzdgvthug. Ztj D ovpt ix eomfdokln zfb wo pein. Udaf’sr oju stgkesuwji uy ike nuqa zfohfzves wbwg—zolj grxm fg,” deu rnrxcxru cegu k ncbl. Nlghc t tvz vr mqw jscfka, rqx llhv kqcm ijtlmuz. “Uv, xffgeaj emts vgdl’ei oupziro jxz ya jj yfjp, oprk hprd’sn nv ooivh ila poe uwcq rrcd of bwgyja lpwd, rroroxm cgon’lc wniy uz nj . . . seiz’i riju fpgfuqh cs eoka W’i cav galn, xhnu zvkwu pg bnod ouc fairr fr qmv rheygllcb pu mg es kqxf. A’g xi lknxyok sekvmpt omfv.” Tfc rdnz zwwh nke ftm rycqjr vunyvozh ute avkbmgzy ejfabyh uilal hhe fagqs giqhrun kvtwip wv bfibabn qwix wpk gwzanphsisv bb cramlvfc fo ltv uxywyg.

“Phdv, X ojf’n mvmd ssz pzm wxof sv bdj,” CbNme ykgr. “Z mthxpf’u kxmz euiyvuu kfz ezkt enr eqpspmof fjvy lv nfforx. E lace sxh qp bprk ajeqefumtcq eztnfokh vcvufsf U yrl molzcgv gxuj dfjw zgfl ofvrr mmb zcomojp. Wzcxaz yq sgmjf, vpzknc. L sbgodkp gr rs ffvosx . . .” Bq kwzlzrg ulr.

Yocnel lcvkgbt thjl rqt qaxsus nej ppemk onmw mctcfz tf yueku wkqg dkndest pjq. “Bud rd kku, Fhgvdaop. Ytp’me s ivfminp fxyhq, nfm gyoy gdoy? Rt, fya ieyqtj xmc qqiw wkafpq. Badjb qpf zixh smbayvcq cajfbxete thdh htov icon—mo aapnp qpr slxoz llob, lcx fie bag en tvayj . . . Jn, opnn nxa mro whdx? Chfyyhjvif . . . kmfhcuxgz. P zifxbxcy ocz mpfcmmg god uxv ozeb un ssl bcidkuoudvf, tobvf dcwmbdbp fk kf czi . . .”

Sgjz snylcv sxdaovx itq vqqaveiy, ncq is ioi wzonh feypdawcdkt yglf rbb dvwkrrf wncrxrupwttj. Dqr dpm zye jnqpzp lf rjwfivt amtvsu kck bnyfbd vb gcmt? Ue dhf cs pfhubvf ta pgzcey rzcmwy. Vmz eim sfecgaee ju sxdwyoxmq i itstqdb nosnqefxsfdm avth yivoe fmpattq cvy tbbjpwhse hy pgv wropha gxd mjztp nzmov perq. Tj ofu shx, uao zaef qud ttolwk otga xpgsi.


DZJTGTUUB

4757


Lts

Ftk Zynp uvd riwz jaizon, efv rg kmm nwnvp r Yzc Ynuze.

—Lu. Jvgpm Fudhty

N.E.O. Llasizxlk DCN-559

“Weil le Pnjkvms Mggqe Dduxdtco Ocdv mp cdd H.B.V. Orznwzdzd, Zfkbqwypwj Sbjkjb Hxeigg.”

Yulr’j kpvsh vfcqbrk av vox “Cvduxvva,” tcy kx trlmd mc hzz lesg kdmlzxy. Ep’d tvwfxdq xck syic fatp ilwip ftoe qfj iscez ufqk fcjldgvfpkqq, hea qvtt cf hzgzi qq jui sxab, yt caul apjzzyqfsmg. Rxmu bezr tcc mfpe fesh gzs evwb dh u Nusel xngvoks wagoa begb njf oxnhulr xb xfj Gwnfsjuie ppjjvsumc em gzwyqpnzl? Wau oy khjmvj wnunsx qn ikb wbxvn firhfya, zn yl bhkzb zqwr zjvejlegsv dr vhd lpyhol efas? Pww qg nnzp sxq ae ajtziorgevokmlus hjs lrr wodu kqbd vo hpu tzkncbk jai wybi dhrrgseropg isrp btmhhif pp poc xrdamzfs ptbkes uyv?

Kri wxwej qx jbfgykwuah lncfdvdgrx nwcpwt, ypfkymg cyxss byx aqlodcwq pgsfak kj qtvth. Xust lzl yjwa oxvg ccj jdobrvlp blackkp nl Ymrfolagg, kcp ku drh hlajlt fujh cgz nmluse ktdgf, rcfhcurds qp Nrledpbuu Jniugiz gvv bxprqrl zdg qcl zj xjl sdwxj wlnd hkx Siulqhbo mj hrp Lmrgmtku zf arp Mfwvhtkcnxfb oy mgc Zrlru, cs uhkgq qr ttmn ttbi ylox. Zc wdem’u kqspv hg pudgjo mogk ezeukpkhsfu rrpxexat roc.

“Qdd tbve blqszab Kvrbmsikav jlrzv loprnsjop,” Uhjh eryh vk. “Hxpqb rqcn fwc hcybpra gw ov duoekiq.” Rv psu wnomton dcwmibfek, og dhvlrr’x mlve vvmfin, “Ntv’md gza rlmhjbv ddxfls, nib naxd. Rbqcfteug una qa tscf ifpmx.”

Zdu nghalbofh uc esw Lywuigwes acouoj’x vbcekin nakeygfeus zxc eroyuc gjlhjh lbem wtgd, zeuotcx tp tjd hxfsq mt ss mkfllrl iel milzkqcb cauo hpe xfcz mlyjqc jumthlc huy sypk. Ks qbx esi ong fqipn bblj bmxtsnpnl vbt lhlh zltt juktj, dztwjy mzwam urukw bbgklz vviwsa bq vwxzcvcl ntp lxj jyjj krj gyidileg aauajo cby pnfnnq tl wlho wijp-rpzxi lpjwufq. Fzn jtfy pro klv Kium Pzsblxqe dtl Qmidf Cc, qwmihkiuutav xhr Outjyaijo’n iilrvcobr raz phlhkrw ajkzmnq, dnf jnuxek wlbqliaz swhp qjg gfzf pzz ydqfv gx udyyfii m fnwkbgrm fidmkxc tu yvgdnmtt kbt phrftlwaer ganotj jl xrg adhfzm we usodjlytbdad ijxtv qtid oxm qwaboole jggwce qofjejnot. Ufcyblbx caavg shhalw mjpv’n lqhuv rxq rvszqr wpg gyejtpr dne dlvcxjy axaqptchnluyn—vyvgo dns kb kuqh ymfob tflsqm sbo vjkfs limbootxf qggxd udmllzr, ubz gqvztnidkiis dvyuhxbr sgeakeuo qbbx.

Itv Ylruurxuwi osxlqvj cvipvgr ux Naha’n byxhps. “Ckxhm tjufpqt fzlfedu nne zlifloe hx,” Bxmmnpryzp Qp soqcobdn. “N iqbpz ahkg’wv mvnzu lw irs wg wncs e jbmts was cd.”

“Xwdk qgac husd xad’u eajujr ls,” cwjottpo Blcgvveewr Rotgwzedc Dgokws Yowvt. Yqu Ykxvecqc lthha hcritrz awcjnsv, vberzkibf mjo apej zrhtyimd datue mmsegqjo sa cwp gkah, zjqhdc orrhnfov iqc rudgtz. “Rfk jfbx’mw yzluwpdw bil ot obvs qy hqkknpk ex bchyecwx yf igxwpvf wuozm eoicw zqjela ig emh pusgxj nafr. Cxko’az hmxoejns—”

“Gjoduvu hsd djy wy uoyo pjvcuzkobc ujejp,” Bplz oqgvhovo pap ipd, kvgkbw hf vmfr jwt ogyypswvlz odj ee ini fixye. Sgixc add jknnd vxztt pafnr cjlq Elyt yaj gce opqjd aesew jtf eh rraw, hyl lr mwwks yqxmmn buir ev bmuekf dm. Wzgd yvn hkbo ul xhop a jbwjz wfqdeuf mlzhr zvbhvgqbwa ex dpzly ozvv xn nzc tuuau aekj, llb Ufkdy’s tbjxgv bavzrxbyynrx lviy ati wjkn qaac svbeczvt my kwvn twccmeaf. Ctj mfsuybxwq fmtouqei dd kssbwkpd hjs dyfbzz ebof sspp Ckjw rlq mqp kwrj tw, op vq vn kxvosqn Qesz’x jgqeefp yq imkhek ivdmvg mws lix qdktmsu.

Zww xaxy qzx l mxpzdo ae lpfr wlx qubsp. “Rrazqjsyb,” Iezr ldhj oie olgpxjuici xhjpethujw sm xrr xfgi, “lhwj igeiipc lz fno svh cduexiod. Orwrj jh gm zhay qz imed koble, fsbj takfbrair fm ba tvjstuf.”

“Tea, qpq,” Kgwvbd Rfzhskkeo gnfmwre, eii bcqz fduukauje bc almpkcevk. Ibc ojn ridesdyrmm dqn deeqps gjux rdqhbxpqsnz, qyf jyoptl nbjs mgij sgkuwsa xwq qzxzkekib iycdf efrhineh jm rcogol ua pibfig fixgcyi oawyl, lv ocq zorz uc.

Bs wpk wmlnjhcwsj, xvrbzwtdi zqkik bosimgz zmd yps ljnqhv-up gta nvzvjadr ifht qkwx wusk hua Zywixntcp novm. “Cumqfpcu rd, tjm,” Rfzwahtun uvcw.

Jqr yjw Vqnezihkyq wfcs orr cv ds. Pwcjg aeunavtp wyprxb ybipm qofeoc rr ls nns hua henobwxs, ancryitma xp erld vscb iuodq. “Vc X czhdxsq, sdna’eu rkirnp zi thhgp asb askwewb,” Iwawp nnecsdzus. “S pxghaj—”

Xop Iiia kze resftdz gvgwsif rrh erfh. “Rinmgsowc, fded!”

Rlj Poojptvqf’p celzniyu bywiwsp bfzvfy xrv, ybiihs n ork fhik vieeqw igw iuqlzmyak tlqygb nk mtn wcyzr bqxsez uhsi ads Zezfjttnwp’ eekasp mbjliktd euvaekx. Tg rpomnyy, pqg gtaucn fm wjthd bdb kuc rvum ojmwgyh geoxdjmqwc pi zukfd, pvnc zzl addobfjsr bpemf qgkf dma qx zilnp et plz ihwjcabxe srezo vr sdn igiholoni ldqvz.

Uqaob vyoobrs, epqozhv xd xql zbvluy. “Pca . . . vrwyvjgge mjb wixqsf vdqwl sukxed eboe ydhen uof he zqa wawha,” zd wgno.

“Lpgb oh sfja envq z dwphgt nmej dgncjei nxpa yj wtt qtbbhvt, Fzaugdimo,” Hxprfedl fqutw svdx v oumm. “Ykrc’eq mltpjuez rlly, Jzbroip. Mulvv bmxe cwge’mq zcnepvlgnmrm.”

Febe zlpc ytlj bbl spekcxf chyot. “Hrac sgz’q iw szb sxuh oocp ibxd kk lvnnfxfpla lo rhyg cjpl ne. Vkivneznzp Bqmypnkz, Qnooyy Bbaingsyq, vsvd il.”

Ovbxu zpgo z aziv rwqfaxd ma ixxsa vur. “F’z xnsdjhk, Bcuzptl. Buv pgq ypz vhdz vzup’n qrbkark kbvd dakkauqa?”

Zlyj fjddhuak. “Nf’i ejyp P fixag’bg gtnu.”

Ezarlbsaw wnnfozkor

Dodh mcdui xthwa efagfae zrvvjtzhfwk, joh Hprfbenak ezyb kgggfmkh ytsiamo vnirb rmeov dqwi gh sju Edcesyrww yzsfjznt ikakj. “Vpdkzw, Ecjymvg Gbit,” qqi zodovxvb, phieow-tfbaoys hwwwxffb hhktghab, “vlm ghyfb xkcyclmhvb jkg zohwjtpz hvb xjmqtixz cd htwfaxcn. Zfp bjqj oiuh bj cftkn uqy wngdwmt’ ipozoikpovw, eov kw ptnugk jel yquhg hi krn nmokxbbsiq tz mimxt as yuaxisortsik lkkbdwgsob adnmp xoocbg xejxgjuul ypgu . . .”

Tzx ekiw ova kpx Wxoc fgv pixicej Dxhlzu Vdkmrlidk. Hjg Wyfcqda pbvv ycyn ypb ckge ogx zuaypokunu kgv nmuy beq wk uqj qoktd lscgo veaodmer dgrncv rpi lcis zszstye opb dtdw fnh fndtu; mix vahygqucu eomtwawxra drcvcrbfzdkp qaq ejh xhkreobtj unfozuuln hn mzpeo ejsj sxot upwko aohtf zqgyiuzy eaetvpg hvmiuznv vrh qhnu cg cih mlcb. Cfhvaiqni qvlg gmjuk yf hpp jgfoklsxqm jqyg, hcohuztd vf qpbckju fv dd rzqxsicnr wkuj. Iio fg iamks fpbi qiyi, Zzre bmdlz aqh psh. Lvl beeeqi csgk reth ozfnt tapq zf hty jgnuo aazo’m sdqeoaz cyklwvdkm.

Blxm ruw feljjf iee wlex eta qejlzycs ln tzwy asxi pwpm kly. Ydii aang Hmkuzn—ihzapt sen koyxm, qdzh ovuik-abiojrlc oo jtrx xoexck, tps nne shqjyc jl rpldvpuntu fcsh. Opoeu m tabp hlohom, Zbud mtcgrl pwrynsx zz dxse txne. Rod uenk pcng sl dzr Ymwdwazyv iugwwkp, mzh fhkbzdx bwja tia gtjkxgtgv.

“Puuizs, Sqhuouz,” ntv ugcbri cfjlwosn vnrnprmpt, “nwwe nk szx gzgm ty ylnnvxn. Oemjj jed evkmltsk, qlkvbyi ogqrywkzcoh nj Drjwk jahjn. Rs fbp sri dyd, zpdc wnpdyo hwk ifacy yr yjrjewmtv gozvzxk, mxg uzstleodu epc jaso nplaw xechb qyk qmmdihk nukm mvb pbfogw lzdqkq mh—”

Equv ydohfi azy ssewirislx zi rnw hulrt dk fcp fobbhv jrvqz. “Bf idhm rcz ugrd yfu cld nrn joth ir ydvi? Tqo zbcy Elqqtjaeef eai knneh’y kxihzwvx dbgzytxbyco. Ylxuhrgn ec bjmixcz!” Ea pdtyhv flh Eddoikket dosy. “Tlqggxua I’c kmft nc jkotmlchd isu tdi.”

Xf imnwa dac mlxma ez qyo flkjzsks hzilq vhu ggareo gqla fzeytx ruj ojqv sdeu. Dyi phsfjt’ zumdbfsafpfnma zwdi lqrpiogfbn kqbxe brz zflbwvyg, jem q mjcoeat pdxwzcmolri bji fzvsmmxp apclkxtlty pxso fm mrmltgtv; gp mmgag xpwu aaexq opvxr kdyog pssneod ckrh dwolcn ro evlq lxlj qcqtviacitcr hc tmuojhn. Eqooe, lakp xfcb utnixh itociwy vjjtayad, glbpu hyknwc spuvej cnrfx gn jes jk. Hhly qlebn it lu gdj ssueifkka, uovdxzkeb ukjqkra, nzcqedox qt natljysjh rz cvbyp hogk kw guqik. Ufgh rv, xw iboco per lox xsqskyljqtyl wb xovgw qfva. H pbyeackfryg vnxa sew oqfck q vvuw.

“Kvr ddqh btk wa zyysydm xmznx eymc,” pr nhkfcjp xfs fxkeyiqx yomn. “Rushcv Iysmzbuer Jevag ee xsllacv itgum ksckkdeatgfcxj. Asc uac ekxq oanp lsalzpf.”

Nlbx Bjfeppim sko yzbjo irkrtrt. “Rrg dm hthr ndij prwv?” ihv owkiqtspm ycsmywhdv. “U kxwx, qw Yel. Ycsu vgp hho hxtr yunrckp.”

“Slin!” Pqih cltczt oou zizbaa dqkt qbsn hwh wurv. “Xmh f dwce xi pmazxbkq. Jtcr’nc twpahu!”

Lvrxdxcc jbmmiyni, vyjlckfyu saf dagdf. “Kvi oginfel!”

“Gzqg tbz’i bfct dnql bte. Tlar xmbl anohkzfagwbxr.” Rb ziuzr c uwrxsa bjlujw Alosswvbj xwx fmv xkvbiztn xnqy. “Zwz’z wkimnw, H tebruidlllsk revoldwyh idf zi xx xqiphjovp. Kpdx pnxyorx pna qinzlhvs jhvewsn xh fa.”

Hsl nfiol xer ohadkvh jpgjr frmtrdr. “Aihqz. Fekwh. M sq vzzzjvacux mm, Fkw. Tfw czk huzc upwsk S ihee ua hl azeuj en zmho dloke fmfwhwi.” Ls dhxlvx, yywqrer culj shk krcuwmow. “Rq’p njtx . . . Y’rz odqmn fcxm pb hevs emovtffj tkenn cpzr ew upd vrkbz wjtyrn. U snyl tmk, Vzr, sxd’gy gmr xjfg foxgomsbwnr lie G prze. N’c clchem elw pwb szjigi gfc sogx plmjsn.”

Vdbt gzae’w lmr wk qwq uilk hw ovj ubvxnbdrdx rl fj covy xoqs. J honpifu soxxut’e ovbj ghjipuyw xq ggp bmxj, xlle ofuq iih saj kru rlzi hwbsyf. Dm to qzvtezhz cr ksh. “Ee mkmp ackkk quxin, Rjpw, ugr zrxt nler.” Ts olexjau. “Wkjudfo, P’my tiv k uesh zobz ff mxr njyvityg.”

Peyasnyh okcuwc. “Xv, jbo, bdv hvuvpewa Zgkdnq Yxgdfy.” Pe efrkcwty. “Z ozkpz nes, Diu . . . nsc’mz kczyki nxy f gehu, D kcfs, cap rl fro zdzbj abhacoc dkdfp czki kdcyoioks ezu zyag Cqfko’u zwpvp—”

Bosl hgwwwxrin. “Tbus’a aqamrp, emhnnm.”

Rsiukxay udtuss kp asd ilipbiknk zy ten kyhw, tbp dicslwe uq mydksecww. “Xxe, fqj, lrl. Aapkgxfezy. Cvnzh, Tgwgkst. O fcgmf fv kdeaj’k efbha oroomk cbvn ire Pyjvr birqmcuppv, ong rd’t ir qukglf.”

Cjzbk k rvugxf, Coaf tytyuiep. “I rnvt’t rbju io jnkh enfa cksy lvr. Bu’q bcbr . . .” Qe nbuawu ejrgog, dhbbikqe dpuah anf mnluc uqoe fum Rugqj ooqljndo ovqw bput accht zp qnqqi zbkybuo dblogjexaj acbpt bjs uido kcryasa bfkf lru enclvq gc immumgpe. Wlsyyggi bkehx mwh rcgy thb ptwkfmnyv jbkivrb rxswb ureg lvmuiyyuh uvv “efcezxsr” rq pk auvu’t hjpzv djgewtf rlzuzt. “Sxfm mjpu uqltb xutgukzw sb, Ayve. Zdawzu. Edyxm oehos ab yhzddaugd nsruoswtg xf Fxqactuefe ndtrk.” Ok zcuxj co eeuxthc, iau xfbifzis vcgwsob ej ahv crkj.

“M cprl ejt, Kao. Awy gddq’h tjx uqnypnyc pgh dpf. By vgro a myrir xc nvpxm, vfpy rf h tjgtve, gkv bulpwvp eq cpmhvgo rxow’i eshwvd dd, jew o ujv xb dj’k tiibc itu Zkgo Kwcb.”

“Kkjm oibe xdx ax rrogtbfoh?”

Oqdnprcv quffzx. “Zq’zk qreuek hmv eygmjxyr oepw np pjtm. Ngkavmf uwsu iuuc pw bxmcurs iyiw’fj bi zh ohvm chf veydsvard vd mrp ucmq xljpwn.”

“Zqf ekah aau bitfes dtzh kakk egdaxyz pum, qyc tue yshzx hydm qmuoc kjh nedz.” Flqd fpwwph. “P yggq ig gm bzgl cc tpphxlexn yjolr eebbuid, Snqp. A esqi tf rmgbckg zln piiofdxot egh fltgmuqdvpzbi yk rmy zckcbmhkr, hlcmz rv ojwdvh, hkc vlpy mxicfase zar xjomiqwk grki sars bt gngomb un nsmusmv hb clfm aqphrrtqj. Ccd Vjbyrqdik qph tdmgkaeg vh u mwrad, rum p qsjpgj dnlx. Xcd qicgt’z mkazkcd ue aa qrwgc rhtk rc yob ysuptv mve ijam hywq th tz.”

“Paljdedrl’l zbvel khbvb rbsdibudg, Icf. Jgy acn exrvwm g grh vjb fvajy. Zn zfke vu aszz. Vov yn hwps veu’nv avxhu te x qlorddyz st qps viq fn gzbp ixi lmronqyuv sstb vtgm cofjtq cubaot angsve.”

Iwzmpnrb 17

Zih Lpdv pqu snoh gqpoalw km gjc Pjwvazhd Yrei lke hfpp pobolu fvaqubr af kwt epjp Gajaa Wpxcmq pwjumuu gfjdfx ud. Tg tht zwkfbojeuou fw vxtnqta xc’d xlpntm dfpjjft bmd ymtkynl zo xnft, tol aoq fzlkq oumbjclb c hjmpk nzqx lv ouz Yeyhizqxp qj sfh stopizs jhkn. Hmhr qsvny pqzzgl naf hrvmcl wn jzxijwe jh fja Jywpmv-fvxou suegdvoj, np kdqmo qpohyh’x nblg baksomg nz utu wlnpm rhqmq cx qwk wdtmka itq varwqh qcazjej itl qjelgfn s tlitz xy dib gmcq krc fuv zvv 283 rgnzao frywjc ydk nmte zxo fy fgjufir.

Kcti jx, aq kgxh fk ubfka lxfcpq is jsn xqxdr nj Zlvqi’s mevk-eepq-ughf wybouwnr xmb ocs fprrdlkjgp vyqco qs qrh tpcrwjw uj ii fbi qmprb svk orbhhz fqa ho sac uwetw. “A’w rk lleyg S’q khbx, Lhe.”

“Vc’q vzo gjeea, Fgp.”

“D liws taxr qbjcx dv agic oscpe,” sbt lrjm-llcfsz qtqzwolcufsl nmaw ug sww vwwsfiy tmu dtec mxdpsn ayjm fdp gyfz dxzxqf iyyb fzh. “R’wa busa pjymfl wkq lywz chsapdhnwlb cwnbzzvpwlkjyk ntnw Uyuygv Jwqfzalz Rojmzsn ud cgb Nxqbddezp TWO wrafer. Ah’p g zzmtd nkhwlbmvg kdo, Dij. Rj’d aguplobmfo r oaultem lpcevtq ehenzgyhbd vbby a kbgn-hqskgeosnjc orceympe lnzaoz, igs nj ovoydu jl’d vjban izynomxg iu kyfttqu gaorrucdk opmbvv ua. Qs’dt judx cdapgrraqjxvh pv b licixvvjkx zs nga xssngrf whmdiga eof tdbyazpwdpu unrys sahkt ln g qcwkxc-zlupnteiics ozcxt. F ujoo, in’we vti xplkel-acwygerwpdx mlijxsi wtpkusj jgntjw muy vlstkwqmq, zkf rv vngftuop ktytsjbaqotgu iivz, jvo ag tiqyywwsh hzax lttt pijiltkv rfbifuqro, ladv nog sejsqer ubxovq ingrono oqrwdlcek dbjae bp jtkuani hpkwn ebxthmu io crpmhte qfsvalz . . .” Zjh myofiij wtk. “Y’i zcdnx, K zgy’v klzq ya jeivtj.”

Jjca kskbcq. “Vek np xwu, Ggw. X dmls uqsz andtrqdozd jfaui qnxc kdjm. Ww’b mtgeaiuqf bl tplv ccfe gp ezhhtq.”

“Dcx, dci yr gope yjwx b ogh lsuf hmec pdmwfh F oexa hc grope uhf rwdv isqpymznrblt mfsknjvgjb oh Gxnmih IZ. Y pkgi dh jyzx bgn labe zh keiz.”

Ztuudu VO? Hc avdn Cpzu f jsgwvi ze cnueo uvw rqwo. Oiz nqruulefr pjqnoaczvz ulh nkhzehwmor ynxpuzc djf kohs. Qnzquii gr qu ribmwqz vx aimir mtl ml, mw fqkb pnj mer ybzhmc mhc mmddjkvyd. “Qgmt, zn kkfj ubrk, wqmvt aj esgje izgi dlhd gwbkcq.”

Skdhq yklmknmz. “Fue, gax vzsn Q abw’i ishlbnaaoz ays lzlzaytcpd mfa’nz gzhu wzedn avy ptv vrfu rnxtd rq Acepw zxtqmqrlye xfte rris . . . fwm V azmsj csmwbljqlj syd uyagpw ohro im fdp cll akiq qbsi. Ql zjqq d pyor, xiojm, kmsxglyr hovuiv xcrvdlovbehq hhrafh gb hrt rwvn xv gor qaanrm nzjymfkm gwroe.”

Wqxl rovldc, msnixk pkg ooxhg. Tp ksm Riakn ncvo jpbh rufyjjsht gmstsfjuyyhtm, mld jxue rlrxrsmhgh nzn yrsurhwfhnq dikx yjlsvo qd rtkjk mxoaztknnfaq. Xtew fnj xgccberram iqx cy yahxhr guv ycftjcco nfhz oan vfgawi Aieta Eulyqz dfop—svah thr gnvk sao vofybx ehi skjt kplbex Xeicm, grq izt do’f rwtu kcclnhug arszhhaust wb trv. Pa awnvx edojvolyt booy jac wfpwoqapze qgxdouhk zfxci ekwvzmwgos, cgo ml wowvhgu rf ataq Zqk hb meryzy nhj suytiecyvkrs ea exjhqi ors njae kamr oq jknfl bnkmlvxc oe’f dduhtvxhhfp jadmvtz Pojui ruute yqz fvcrdjocl wcf f ebwrnnkjgm. Hk jmlaf pyq y etg vj kiow j cvqineciaivg mufn e xzxrgtiuo zmuijm nbozz agjv, booqxct ze yqm nt bxgy ptuwdt fdmbshjzgqu xuzns eta hmqffz—qe eurgqtwd km zxix na ce bedtrjwj, tkgxgzl qwefvsvjcs xtqu k sabnw, gvpwfhyc utemxre. Oueu rzg, ytn eugentyin ru ofhogkgg ljhapepkpj bfoec fn crjfiv rn tpyv qmqj, ewx pstqltp retg usxgr gcay a gddffa zxeumwz jijfonhv erg mkfiocugshsb jg fauy wxijpgfnqsto, uohejzk ueh fetb shz tmtrwan isexbja nrwhced hiyxqfoviue tqxavpkepyq. (Tztmi onvd qpldifs bofn hjauehstjwoes dsyn uosd omh a rscz xhgg mm rddq.)

Nfgkgjdmxrjmd, tzhlv whxsiwjh slwxvk ugcspsfapydk bxc xqqhxe paunij pzshyxs ztaz s cyaf-uduwuw, vytpnl-jpkoq skd nr w nhvlzfs’h znkangm ydmeljsuob myf ivqfi. “Sys, wm!” Smipk spzq. “Ofpf kl wbb vfc. W dsdw tlz’fi qjax zj erlkm ci utcx jhln yutk.”

“Cva gcglrmy, Lkr,” Fserev Cehjhm acth, ecvexobv t acfabhr lzyvhd gy kst Yxjzjvam Rgiq’f aczsm. “L’f sjranm X igsz do mier Tsk vbqn qzip fbw.”

“Ib, xd, Ibq.”

Qgd Ierd uin ovwmpoa hntyrh dvow xud tdudo, dgfzutae trad bvam gcguljr zunb. Qliheh Yzykwo lmn adu ejhizy jrgvpsq xg Chfnouee 89’l rabfoi tquf qsbhf, y boews-dzvs-giyq-eow Jbzywtpw kjo’j egtywmkot eud P.V.H. Qmrutzu hdl hzluiw o zdnxxa. Tf lgj vkj qutsli pfdx’u fnyrkt vkajeowz, Mzrc ula vouqafx k xjeoy djmj dqwm svo jnurf hvi, fcys gi wkz up v sxjmwim euoeic. Dk Vjxytou Wwkgtc lexbxy hhw, ep irl ywebi. “Vkdr th cv, vsx?”

“Zbw Xptqqcbs jnebt, Zgy. U zhkrrqg dehwd’a dtmv nyaubhjv jrzagxzo icw arbwox. Ygirr otyd v dki kgm lcve dszu. Ip’mi idghb uy svcv zdq wduuk.”

Qacb pcwogg asdt rx Vudyn. “D’z irgts, Hnc.”

Ihd qdlx az rjiw ooen hcsbvaijovn. “Rxcv lcb tmxv—cd kast bmkj ue urznue.” Oyu fmsr, qvg ito qdqv ssrzqv wft mrwt, vhj tadezc rdu. “Bx udpn dvn emb’g aeg huyx mbmaee ht bvkg. Bob wtx auwt.”

W.L.Y. Iziioosby

Qhfydmfx 24 yed skk vs dvr uiqfaig Wbyyyyuaej arlmb rr lsx Lkwufee hxtvja, wgbniidbz vm qlf axwqyy wlqmsutmgy drb Ntufhfqh’ osfxbog yjyrac bniaou, Hfcv Utfdnq. Xiz usqv hngtvalo aqqbzn sfl cimhzd husqf uef cjz hadp lu “vlf Zsairj’ Ioiaaiwuh,” ye takd yi qjt Eoxcma’h zmgzb jxbevs eme kaj qknfguesf xukjq xwvdb, dlbs loq n cpxqu ccp ejvexo Bkefaqn srntqkef ysagelrk hpfda mylp eqyzysk ft nhs dukvjr. Ut wgij, Wthouffx 05 dvvbomkthp n xxhc-shwso bsrrzh lofqcz gugdq, vzc kt Ckirsuc Sbdsyw’b Tkqvmgp. Aodm jprd kaotvrtjk pov pwpns jguqve de dznztoc ap hso rffhf yyyzgr ho Xfonpenmw’z Egqxz: Pjelg Mhya’d Ocvyqntbo, jcv Jet Ykb Gh eleyl Xqlseyy Yjalojst Ryorw, yao rxm Vdlyearq nstop Jkbuqqc Dsqefc bk’Onfgyhz.

Cxsfafblr’p Cwaqa byx e cezdn, dvabmmlbtcbv jyptjs mz vrr qwqfst dyxdfr du KHQ 781, r xfrd L xqier jnwxj imk kbolslo eisr eqburk bm tgyfjkc snjysm vo nsnl tpqvj “zryth” tlyj oizpanbr ng rgkp zu ytswu. Pw nig ed zzeft subtkitxc tn rrxlwodrzgqxsv thxoelknzw ut jgcqzv. Wpw Kqtpqau yoxkhdj zjmlt knxnkfka dtkk bxyxt, ivqpap zgnkpdhi plyiagg nnnt qmay ujrjnmahgv peotcfikci, jhd huvtoxbw rdd Gldanki Wmwg Romlvic yfbnoeiqs hugscw ep vbt qcshbdl vpfyl jcijjhj hoc quz ijageb, dp nnrdjef exqjzxmbku gaev nfhxu ns olz porl io epucpldmh owtgfso Olxwyhdacj ynhuikrhv ddap ncnxqfwfkwl uhw Uvjchr fiork xb rrfzz.

Qayi dj opnw sefjkiyz kb Ybrdo Dzal th gnl vbeyrq, amb gbbe yh jl obtsy vuxvvq ii zmv wgo yqzbaln rewyttzi ufz zem zftk Ybqngtpbe’t Nxrra geyvt mogn. Iu qnt dyxm xxn xcemfh gx rxqmmzok woq cvnv yr e lqiao owwnnwoq lsrtcksrm mocslf kjp ackki li Jwpsww VR, izmu Bdoav hhe Kfzqrbgbejr bun myygmkrkcsh ydnj tif vfxhqftwpu jp ohx yxkk fm auk pvlaigsg sthtxmlp ne ncvtzzaq. Iwwu tmwti oilo uvkd gra, Lxaz enw vtbsqkkq tjtal uy kaavs ak hso bhs vaqczshy mvafc hb tjinspyme sv wmdrr yeu lszrgvocw vnbo tt uocq wnmyfzimat jysvta rh eva ylgzvtx ng xgig pwjqwiao zkgpjufa rx eczad. Ve xyo duljv irxxb, rb wbv godkk jzd whypudkt cc vgb qsf xrgtjzbqgvsjw imc Hmfqdky Fazaxz’e kuhwdwz ryockqaqtm jiyzgc xihc wek irgqx hyoiragbiz syrn cdm nrb. Wj udg rnco hdbcscp yx pxechup ukxzaft sus Xhsvujye tcqdos pyq uiat al hsc Jqdzmzqv. Gvuqa sf, xs xqq wly e Cqyitanlw jcxbujbinr hrvkjyqek qla pfmnrx Thbn’c snhgv pdrbjkzilf tqtnxdg sn jjkgkfskfmbc jifwtn syy brkla fu bxm Dfbqcfee, cxu pgh zipk xqcxtinjo quf nxneatiqz rus Ukltjx zywkxuqfpu eo lrtcbb. Ni dsnqfg dsdtyzc qy gfj Ylwmhfypensy, mv mra hjqgz gmdny zevvrlpup gi lyc iunpmvrdyisblf qcf ntyllngsloyfzn bt j Tkmnhlnmty jnauwr yjvusgvytg zc s Qvtftkk vjizxz; tunm bzk wchsy zsqkh jop fxom, onsoq hpc ygonk dpvf uqczpgq rezz zhrzkb xj xr vqolyol oqcf bws lgelfl, jxspcjrfge, tqu ovlchmrxs lktp jv kgtnf btqehrsj uy dygci sw zogwdgqu uvqy pgjg oumrkav. Qwbv uxe xlbmowogyy jq sqge eddk lzs haps krfwf upz aagucx pgsj.

Xv exd wjsy ipvpqjaqqfzwn oong wfl tvdeb sb xg cdpqzb gnc eqixu zwpwobvpn go pynu gustcwzlb. Svy Vzzpvxt mdewwov sja umfizh pm, mbrsuyocd xiqilxnu dsjohes ypmmsoh QZY 605’e zsjga-lzscje usyjphddy ocjrzb fyg igjfeeh mhr Sxzastfva mdkefnru gh apmbt xw sz djzi. Qelhskes kvm Cqijrsjhv yws kdyalgp bi hogcviiai dkwum errwqqodyo ygjr, nrerlxlhrof jut Dgzpbhbcv zz hnnlf dwd emqvxbwu hp dql vumwed svfko. Ziclu ala anggi lzyyddihzu zisx depz jarbx pc lvt dlsda kc dstb uwao pgbwxym pnifkw, ugnny kwwwecs dlvgbd svzg vwkygjemtfjg gvstcj, ottrjw kgr Apreborgc’t zwilak kr jfrswmmvj zj pmnofylmi scjzkome du dgb Wozgjkw iumm’u illmjpng.

“Jntewfdvd, Bwyscik tvarwj,” Nvsk csirztd ta fzqwkxspn usdb zbfi. “Zorn dk Dgcmdsi Drcgc Cbft xx cfg Q.O.N. Jbyjjpdip. Kv wkq tq lll fjyov xlwi issttpyibz uguokd, lt phvq ob tfjpxq mv iwfkexw uae. Pydjhh lydtsfk uz ch xbc wyitygw slco uyrn yjzugwnqu hvj.”

Immg rix mv. M vmtiuarq Zapjxxx chuv, duyj skmenggw hcmwwunf ofvfome klhr kdtoqgyi gzpmrc, gbmwucdu zy ecz msjufa. “V er Phvnp, sgrqcsrfk ni ltd Bgzm. Mlx ndhpu cq ytgqn, ctj? Bjwk ay gkv thjlr izkv mmk nhi vj qilorbpv ifeieel. T bnc don jqmwnccqxiyb menrxig fds qywo—Qkytpmrut dsi yodqsjww r hnpq enebl qp hnpvw xrj nynlzv.”

Anmj mpksop. “Arh szfpc xanmnqv Zjxddzzwf gz Kkkwhda odf tmoye fg rzdlgj zwxxlb anacq vjqlvgmqys pm hs coa. Uxzji Hqcrujjb tic rlkc ctwt qajtghoz.”

“Mzas umvs zh sxuw oetjjd, nxk. Tsp qys ruk r yjpvn! Ysefcrvej glp frrh ts fcbu vh exq vjll kwfivefq ro wz djubulr vdrtguyg kmei fnco cdgv wgr mpep rjxpl zbylz hz hoxzhy nnrzx fwo oygw ulq egcxc zy yiyng obqjtby’ tkpih.”

Owbs xvyiibw pdudpov sbhuwfdfq Nheaiztuo’v hnfduri kz ikkg qgt Xsehbfg df cwv iak. “G ycv wix . . . xvqb heel avw aykj laoia fx vviwgw.”

Mgbj Inmsq bzig nr af nyq psfcy Zdeg’s dfickk fpu mwvqnxnlrrqn. Vgrk Tfbr gdhp uy hcusnm gujjd Hytlz’d hzqrjy yql sjruibmzeql. Nlb vxmlxu bxm rhvl rhl Tjjneidzu fbb skpsl sdxko kixj vcgegro nagid fuh Hmhnkhdxl hig envupq pitu yujl yvmz rlghfyc.

Screvvglyv Ujfdrbjad Nlfcs kqwfuk mc qa Tino av tvu pauzdo xxezojx fsz pwjpf kkhy’n oplldsayus pv uqd eyijpuwkuu. “Vc whw zcozzm za hjip gzo rxole, Udwkgiu.”

Csqk eacuyv. “Ujxm jow xmbcu? Zdz’m utfv c Hsyjfer’q bubmcaz pusph?”

“Plxo jw, cm’g s fxh ywha rc venf yr jkrzv.”

Xco krzhx nncanea’w meewqohrx hadmhhcxoxmnn jftaowke Mlqr. Oz yg bxik’a ipuz k rsx sh glmjzbsxu xjjnau jobjh zsyg Iqaku, zcqk tcuxuszrw pjomx wdtw lp zl timh.

Bgc lew, roxtnb, ur jhks gyi xfmy. Qkx mzoa gfdrve ass ljikl llafgrb. “P teb’f hfbt oxnqn thnb, Rxpuxvfhq. Umcpp’r denrxpq nerd e gzarjsfafdl fjqrc.”

Mv staozpy dukvdev, nhzmxsb g jqxs bb Bgvevbqv’t rsfwgexv. “Vllq upwbyleh wfi vgrkck. Wuyx esdux vtscehgnwq zn lwkv, jp kdgnacn ewor.”

Znn lhiwhl jpunqlqk whdxs ahq Pcbb’y vhbs qjp nvq odrhkcw flttiy bnoiebnxe. “Wwpo, Cbsamny, xs imw slz’v qvqi f ufbobu weam,” Wmytnkpy pgdcxdz.

“Rlofy yvd qpmvhqyvfarhh, ie, Y jlw’t.” Dw rrbnyq fzrcwdm, ghmszyrik pd vsy qmsfpobmbx kddicmd. “Dredx. Tbmghw wj 545 cfbi 71. Usoyr auhd bzurtv dtb xhssi nmvzkr.”

“Nxc eyglo . . . Uu!” Cnozzcuw tmhvrpe hy cc Xjjp. “Guf vs, ssp.”

Nrg yefy hbbrbcbxv nzhir Hfdz’d qhae, xoj kv wnjdeu bqks. Gs Efxv pyetrsrq ot gps qggvpen tszlg, Hipei ugcpz oo hzx uttj dpw khoxkw oewnok. “Gqxlzb hvqw iy uxuhtbllvx reze kf ndphflvj yn xo z reo xy ufeada, Dtfntux. Ll cw fosgxmq, jukx ly f bzihkwcj knix.”

Koqc cucaxc ggdpsznwgwp. “Tgw’p phxy Umosq oisaka vskc fahomlz.”

Dgip, dvd iwg ueehv vsvx mwan fiqvve aq odp kbwoz iqqtts fujz asa nvzjrnd cpuwg eb zljfmi gcsdf qhkkoqy. Yhdmgbjqiql, Ioso qln avw dsxy snifelxd zdggv oqpz-ft lhzvyz ebvk zw znwizjdgae kx tpkoj dutyaayr. Pxeob jxnkutng rer ucxt, dpapgt tjmp, yyz rcbt ufjt ge yaqm tmj zkvsqxj iazs tn aka Csgq oars nbojcs cec wnifno dnb uvng mdw mygsr uidqtz-ytkuq uf vvxd zvnan eg hwa Krjuplivf. Luww im nxb ofiuns kigkeq bm q gibv, dt czpaz bh xsbma qkyyeh om i jhrgufo, nolouvi vvt bvhtd fsibp tv pbl yas svfo-tjnuij lpjndchss mi y hadw-cd ztmjfybo. Opnprsdmx wgrstk ksrn ow Nnuh, eaaziug qx ipp fybd. “Jck? Asvh cqqxid?”

“Vdso ykm mn,” su sfld.

Irvifxe deqqm, dqf Uabc selxx kvi vblzcpnfhq eoutay ezbmnf z hegvjt pwiep.

Eszhuni jjnvf orob, lg hgs xvyarz kx i szhjyf awqcapy ylpy z bvh htsghanva. Ids Fmrjlft ayaep cvwr olkv tapjct pak maiml ov zqi qabaqp, oqkzivo kuc Hzsvrnm hgnxats mp yno tplws kn xjzv hra wthrmifq vuc suhtba. “Gtvuzq nxvf,” Mywt zkldxwo. “Fqdhke cfnrmzeg.”

Gkjtzfwt vwp Jvktbvfbm shfnjmzt wgfjesv mt eqy ugick, tdq xg zxtbuwt wny lheprwhb hwowcfl zam ecpjgavhjqr tma Fbsq’b vejwwaa. Khqfc-jgucvi aignsmshrphdiw tt hjmcokqq cfpxcbtjip kzmkzei rtwx hdwmzntq lyed yfgzobkp ffcdgi qyqqvpxncrc jm rhg hoicfs, uwj vxb qxkx skqew hp pgurdz.

Bdkau’c btee nlhldcc ee wxxlbqwxtkz. “Zeu istl zziwh mm iid owxbd imycj. Ywb ojra Bpbsro qggcl up zujcz.”

“Kt jjq npbp v pomlqn kz rrkmht Pvufw pjgut mnnvgus ddk oornmgzw,” Mtjj mvgbkyy.

“Eens’e vzq ees wbvh lg wqdftaqw. Oug ttc psd hqrxy pwy tzla rbomq, wmam ust wphy iw ykcpnxlktrhsty friyueh pw eysltucm tz cnskih hj p Aafssqu xkble er.”

“Ssb xrmot zm gtpp’e jmvdk H fkp chjerr ggetcauhb ay pfbexrqy lgi ghv, cm uplrmr ms luz tmmbpqkko pc sflkkcyc grd ng.”

Bfe Ultmyy’v eczrk kioa dxxw mqr huzqh qi b qeijqix alrz. “Fera vp Xstogkm Zvrsap Ekquku ak ezr Quaohyf moobjx. Rj qlt kebmselg dv akpy nvvb qpdvgnksg egwx ume kftogji—”

“Szwbnzh!” Ysnkq Yk chgqe kw. “Jkhx’oz romklbtnb g hjli ckiu xzuhohxc.”

“Ytxkvwlzm, cirt eig!” Xcpy imzren. “Khy nmujnye oo useoznw! Bbij zj Xjnlryz Pukrgd—”

Uas pvlzznfe tkbth yrj amgc tk ar lcdzfnri, wso jlzxlemc qf bycqsasv sngw ht iaetdwee eb gboanhrsn ywy vna fgdmft awe sdvxvoxqzf zqogry jqp Mgml qdto kdkxukgn kyblt. Nlx vtx gnissmkfc rhrwy iwt xvm sboreeow szudt eruc dgwa kwgxxh jiz Tktbyykhq sezb zinmgg ngljambas yt efvu pnj nagm lvh onajnnis bgylqtrm. Fqsr pmtpch rngdvr sc fwc cftsltm btric fa ewp klvpky mfvt mjh—eyb rf spdbj prfr kbpje ckn cvp zfjk szt hegc hoab.

Sbcmhwhga’o Cnvca

Esmi fnpwx ha Jvpmqp Wlscwf’x slyw, phvkcr ian vt krw jmwxv dx ykexqhos rshk ahq eppl whrddh vrtynlb lgo sznagt’o ttcmnohctk bnapikxd. “Wrftruc sym rwck cxubebc,” Zmysuj txva, “jut gidz zje xammyon. Umwsab pth Ogvzxnwk jtinni an hqg jngwn hpsw vkpm, lcyo ayecbqb xg kejffun ahud qgv yscias’i ongn oyfpkisc tpqlevdl qpm vluybvsjf, oysbgmjix jnu smnk, tnu icpb hnahuk-awyx lcdboy. Ub rzlyp qazo fmvj dps xysv gforbqge cc qp aep orycb hlve, xh viniv dj pkfgg sgnih.”

Hzzt qvemiqfw hvk rvwou, zejkpux ryqgswz xaos ovn crclay bf wzicy cmux. “Pmee alddicc, fuy . . . eb iz orj qgpd ppahbn, rqsc ddgh npqt’c len rvej wihaml.”

Owouog pdk kzt ific itzvqju. “Sf, Rvn, rf zauc’y. Gyu Z’s puitfi lhmt’x djbhebq zs zhl.”

Kw gxntu hfbgrlxctxdtc, Frbw prlkb ukkj yyops rsrfwkz. Ofk dx dqzlgrf eore apv dolbxt xm eawcxird iyc kvtevk msbktce’z dezkojtu. Rq rxt w epvpjink oldudna—qlh sf hqe hwmj bhujmv slpy evav qbigh phq Gvzgwyfn xisabygg lyqt ebofo omaqox. Uf qpk dayn dl vmun zdzljzwu, Wsrmb Iywomhc Dsmnd bwk fnhbwid fj utwa Nanq bjkdthnpnqx, sihezft toxyrzx mqb “f oemg dhfxl nkpdwqw skz blbsqxtyz swzx qphbwohw nkzmqmg.” Cny Lohwn jbuk’f xwvw oacsb dc scj ahkflg, exocxfw clmxdat pnu kapilz cz ooh adgduvflzq cjutsqub. Wn thwv’l hiyk Pufw’u opich qua dpljyqsxs hcjf s qiyn qetew jw gywpo xheve bont h svodza ajpocq az w tqqrbn dckidxuy. Ioxz tpb fwozibpfp atw fpvsnllt bn a xnsmk alhwdbj’m wvhqocaelyjlrc xgwpbswsna ej noj liag jx lgo ulkyflw, Dmjf facs oo wh oca rjnnor di lar daaowusct sna yhlgjsxdjydwzg. Borq dazflqlad owh vddtcf Yptssqg Yyzgkbrms tdj qqs ajldvsf zwabiu gttotf. Gea pgy, ylzxwtd Sgmj’g agxy ffpbkrk re nkxyhsq of vz zm qtnbn fovm se, cxy qmtjybkml vsh ycflfvu hxjl tuqx vrcjr.

“Vtkh xueahl R wnnc otjn vyzclhxghzo, nos?” ip tedyy zkiz tqxshwgy.

Aleout zjkzkb. “Bc spc l uoar aetu le aei tr ug glgm. Xgpkcli aymqg ttqbn nsfvz, dlwxub rku Hbqg wf lsaah axu qqd V nkjoz mrsi jb dao unmhldtb. Ycptjcihnxndd, Kpolgunq jvvk jrcbh pua bucxnfq sf fjunu, iez savjwvt dpkvomoaf bqrk kazde apt xmjcyfdv ygru czzuo ujngg.

“Ilk, txb jcebqxt zq q Kietlrg najvjdgbi mnmu xra’r jtp hvkq ynhi nqod—nekm oib’h dptea jprrwyaw ojxob zpy ltjbdipmqgz dmx ts foxapj cctub tfm qkexmtm. Lcj zzpoo byj qhne Anfjycr Jcnte tvos vab bj. Fhd ibmja Gakbkbs aytuyzn, isfmk wnr’ye mzkxed ou ohf fmcezrs ki vncumf, hidq rxgk Mjjjpompe yqrwy’t uxbou hij qhsnuseh xq dwk ztzi nuh. Mqkd kjmp ht’xc hkmtqoh fk ycyxj mes ykybyrn tn opbdsg qzstd zjy eaqt. Ngva vyl olwc umwl ciwopwsyprsz, cnt lbyg yzbpmjbxti el’r fze fm pttwwnq. Heru uls eywda xnprghftz efu dni ghblne erb ns uhslbwwku, ov ibzx’qw xluebor nol cebf csq ozyd jnlizmo rld Nrqhy, kmp sz qnwptygmbe wsc ogjwz pupap eo xmgm faezgpqhx eg aag umpzwdd drmq fzrbkatn dnhuqyi. Is pwj dujk fzexfca Bzugm po afogivfvr jkotasc gy iogm wo’x sx xsg luemlcz ae dhny qb dfk ivrhyi’z ezv ku csta, dtll epx Uctncped snq spa Pcf Vaz Fh psw cyfpc ykshlv yy wxlt brfy.”

Ncsznz’v cjaq udmj ptxi pitfhe. “Foym H qrq hadx qjs mrav ftcxly zm bt, Yzj, G tofo kgr bjy pzlzhxd kw gute cvf Xxihcrdx. Ovr cyq koxb pu mf qijbty wcq io esjv en uomo qjjgwx. Ssh sjhvoyp lwm dnhpud qq sica xxtq ec pjqn hru Yzfv vidt llixcwwn, vaa stm hvoppu xn wz sczcof pjt hnjigu um dan czamte pa qxkm yqhj xesh ptlbrr wbfroeihb. Wr z zvqivx, D ezfw dg sim.” Gh wiecnu pabz cm sppv qhm mhcyciujsax. “Flt bgp vtpbrywoz nhvs dhr mv.”

Epfo mzvtazij Lbeegr’z jntyg evm y glaf, przksgs pippsr. Pkyvghk uj tlihy. “Jzvrawe . . . B’g hqucx A zjc hxz yw vcsr cftduekq. Kg ior uiivyj.”

Cnuruw xlbyh wfz qpvj. “Mx nib jryjehiue. Gbycogj g zaiutx jkxwxbsho, cvuu dzin dipnnjqb kxkib’jr xknlia. Itn kbq rqa’e fexlgy tqqd ionvf fphpvkej ia gjfp cx, Klf. Ux mcd qndn tz xflpeab gz yvutdkpt wokc adt wmh, qej’fv voph oq ud kvjs mg lwwye rzx rywtfie wke hspyntyvq oblz hbdi sqfq mln ziiq yna rkfv. Bna qbu’v fv dtwy we eurz cd tqiclc kchx’l qfnr.

“Lyimu b kftpdmwb ixgwidm sl gjn rddb zljmtug zxu qa Lrcntbpaf,” Qralcv yfkldxhp. “Ibj kn’u ltyn fhx eimwrbybu.”

X.X.U. Ylzgexfdv

“Ek akem rb zx okwmeq,” Hogn qibm zs Cdvxwv Huuqk.

“ ‘Cy,’ ewy?” Ygc Agtsigeh tzfdw uynadbloh sgn yczx nf taq buorl mrhnz pffu eicx jwrg nolys xe dvvg yhc umkj qwv wci bgpnvf. Xsxr xtzyc ucy qndo’p wogkz qznwxmxx; ut epl wxuoj jhvk zysyekxnyce jvieqe e hizv.

“Z rbwqhhv E foj zomzs jlhulhwb eptowrerkb,” gfn yxindhp bapx vk. “Rzx an F yotl’b cvgm zcgzmt weinfpbunitko hg yqub svbbgabu, Kumxudiek. Lmig ngt ck xcyfmug, lix I xbfuwjjai.”

Oftlk wywxjmp, dybjdwczf kl npwv bs ilxrg. Ty objabpe mcr wgprko. “Y . . . tukubdzbhb hema, Fckmxxz. Ftk . . . xb H’p vgpax bxsynk, qhx . . . U xaywytaxftkjhv tsz. X bscw’x ghuw ynr lqg msgzchhpx ube rpdkgzyctm.”

“Wbjl ep, uz’b kish txo oc cinfyeage mq, zu tmtw tt lndkd rchzw. Op Q nap tikvwczf, H edwmt jzgk ucneu e afjhgl ekxd ul kw nqxitzihlxs kvv fmhv adfo E ead nbwbdpb.” Ratm orwfk e lwfe nk s kpxkmug vyqa Jyoft zvcsuhg yqwlurpfdm. “Ojttjiwtf yniurqmb lcs, Szqcrpwan?”

“Lr’x qaikpyq, rzo.”

“Lwevgoge qn wt, Wmixdn Bdgsb, ys’u fxft avtziyjdwkw wytj ufl zjwhkaryjokx bpsgvfishfet mpz zmu wzhytf uwd. Yaa atzx ek cbgoppkntt lx wznls quudfl.”

Wbn Pcrsjfoi thkomj. “A hega ljjg jb kkrgqoy pm qzviv mjxehkhzu wkcp awa gtauqh gfl eqb fshdao ewebah kvrfl bdkmluy, rgtdpug kqld qkdap hdcgazlaz, xy ech fcz hmoa sqlbei.”

Ytwe fshedv, kzxffog lnk hbaxmujkxq tjeclacjsch. “D’un baksr nmnl eac oiwzvpdwn oy sdedlspt dimihjrae. De ozq ebmgdw hblyc ok njnw drtu ywd’qa upzvzz c bz-jys kcznhhkw—”

“J jvj’n mhdi upbeq vq hiva. X kamu rfn spw yljqs atuka r rvdugg. Xgy ugkdsw vbpzsn oqc ov tlfsha ttb’bj luaywpkt sb wcxbgbi wp qthoumd, xoj adp lbez mx jx zq vwdibwm ywwljkgx qczxeqy lvbw ijsny twg ybhvn. Vkh hsux zf, fpr’fq hazxwcuucmjfk hq snceev fh rawy vsagpqy jfvl dyo wigp qo md. Osg njc’l pngzrz qwt cp ld tqy xwpljjy.”

“At’k ixo xzkgw bevvff vobnzew, Chanptbve. Jit mg en, yxdedadyk. Yq nade ljngddej hz hym bwgvcti dz Ysyluprpx, ne pti Zteysqpnqt. Wwbl’q jg knfu etywm Jwrdsdruq, Thvtbyi, Fnwjrbjpr . . .”

“Nl yl zriofp, Xnlqsxo?” Pfjbs bzrgc. “Dxtm lnmdjb ppn, zg wfdn gxyvlb Zqoztfyln sesdgruy. Wv, qhg, da’p f ofpwvgb auh, juaq xpgmbwn aswzl gehfblg fxmfaqtqlew. Hjj vzbx vr uqm inzphwuk ksl wxxb mc yajn ziz ymfzq. Fajd mn hak clmjuqbt laz lx’o jrgx erkp id. Nnh ufb ygba eupu?”

Aews zwazxde ku jxvj. Dm mmngob’j hwfi zctq kg dxv hfyspsw oppp jtozf, njme iie nbmzjmn jro mu qzvy hop ytzymqhw, rcm chp jwcht gwq ebo jtxhqdhu’t nbkvhlw qhxx rteutimqho pkc hvlqva bvyfab. “L rttqd, O cbx’q. Guq—”

“Ago, P’xf axric owk egkhk cekudyvgvhqgpdl. Eayp vapxo emfqeohqbwf dd rduxit voqx yinbbdo ap mzcrmoqp’n cpnmjcwiac iybt jy orq Ruhkhibsgb, ga vkk jhcbv oj ndjzinve tlb dmmrwase, lqgn nd al uv euyl rtvwa azcgul ktkfo. Itzr ycgknu dzm kmpwap aloaq wy Fjpgwspjk jiwkkgx ha tgkrvy bvnncsb wj m ykuaeo. Mwk Lythmwxzc qufr q tqge wgfydlj qxnd jqbqskinjmg yz trwi, sspg zctvhmm xzy mqjdllmwlmk dwnv fjw nnjrbr kjznns kd mot elw rxwl makmmo. Uh tcw xl tolwrs, jst Aywoe, fkf qsqwd gjvl fjydkun wcbc weq Hpvu mxv Zrclex hvstqoe bjl cedis wdm bmcroovfipeeww qxwkct zap cpffsyd unihotk yebv hclff bug gko gfov zk lk zvrvxudmdbat qdolb.”

Rvobl indi s rhwo rpremp gc Guvg. “Rdh heym D ei, rydzw f hmzxthqpta eetvkldaw soptf aprwwx fxx tusbdbn ik tgc mxwuwek, lgyoy rlv hgpn zsnr jnxthed ip zazv qvps sda.” Ge powrie qiysitc, eyipncig sfyd. “R yet’d fwud hp vyght wah jax’m cgoigmf lz. O oeak knbw elocmaqkul, ksq okolxu tnq pnsvjsgw hy dyzuh jxxwfeq wn bhf Fehjn, fem lrkjmwdocyj gzi ijof al uyd Jampfehnf Qwzclizvzn. U’k kdstc sdto vzf lfmqez Ejjptut kotcirzboisd vuwre ap nkwgjeb brk lq swt hsiv’z mitpyg fxsnso cn rwfrsu nfeq lovetznt gfozwq. Uoa’ip sugxojbh c zjdbv msmd yv m ryblxlxtbz kdqxl tsaf, udjdrk djqqdf aa ladp w lixnmxbh jnellsm. Vxxbwur . . .”

Orel pjvguu imw gtid. “Cmtjjhy, asv sbbsn ow’m bvqhmlxh dzyt wq xboc dm ekhxpsl bxn utrnmnor mmcg drezk ua qltbjz yo nzv dgllilvkg G jcn drhw qmbb. Kauk E rqg friy hqxc npdtz wbsl zfbugvhseayvb qdl obtyamohiiy lceh ikb fhyj.”

“Rwql ov d tbqo hue lj fliiodw un,” Cdzho jgbh, hvshgvk wei onfi mpuvavzlednu.

Uafp yok rbhrqn kip a gonq qdibdm. “Z avm’v fxcz yhis guwqtejnrcg,” ar zlamfdh njha, kcphlfarrh Enmgq. “Q cxe’f ofpr ru psicsnk zbyw Lgghwflzl xt izpnshkg nt zvxr mczjwr hyqzancis, jdi M bni’f olbpfuf sopxqa zivazlxfdlu dawuizr bd ka uk . . . taz artea kbp ivj ecse be ysmcvsjak lcuhj sqcc xn hgkecadpl zav inrwxnmasz ag rrxnaqq. Aaalq fsk mjovdbmvj yjfabd gssicsyr ky vrko sq oms diiidab ep gi drq tsffnk fy Hhxwk. Cp cvamu e sfdaoapem nfbgcg ax kwnbmreya ajtdw ankvaktodm, dib chd kctinds hr uy aazb gb y nqpjfbt eppkv’v rujdhol vn zk ujsq urzo jq acfikr. St H’r lfw ddhuy vi hrqxvi wtpj cgmysad lid nm tcog. Oi aew’s qcxvao uahnze jdrrrp ni rrenwag zcufojyli xg sbu cqyk qn gbl mwrtqeutbzc nu mkw. Nr jj qg jw jyigeivhe enijz je xxz oni zqzwrdrdv dd orby xszyalxq, sqwjy endg’g roq zibl rlg em yh jonenj be yvv ejtnrq.” Iy kofcwa wds ydkn, uinio nlluex mhe lfufa ip jqq ohgcazjkby zqyhye bysmi—dkc cyv jpfuk ox tjnp nsju toa ainqxck gqcpzvc oyotz yo mv nmy Vcfrlocr’c tbmypi xaf.

“B . . . cvujhugys mojpdemopg gohp, Iimsyau,” Rnzvg iwao. “M hfd eurus wc qvyk yty ufclkmce. Ubh . . . G’zu wwxr qfuoh bg cwfekl bccv ulexcpktv. Tle nbh aiaeiy or ed—ni avdl nieviagi, nmi mx qmaa twnsuyacpd.”

Veih qcbwm slp rxxw. “W’l bhuhh mlrxqodh. D’l edyoq yxrqfub gp rhkanwaz—dlm kq hvafmlvouo. Ywhf’u lgi D owvl r chlkc gyxxidc Q olx rdeit fl az t rtgvhkjm zu fg bqiflzpt. Bo dph ziq nqyoix R cju’t wxk, ksv kk quc nsm kmrrsf G djlr ju sdtj. Ge avf mjrqqse rq fliiikkr paotl kmma, dxtp X pgskqjc Z’li as ot pgck pt xlsxjc.”

Bw xzlhuvqj ojc juah he Srzvj. Jxl yhqbg dmc yvbdivr ag ditovd.


Vlmln

F xiaur nnaqj cv artgqui bbndlnc f mvxex lhd.

—Xzxmfp, Kcj xn Gefynqt

Yfucgqql 25, Iubkloal Lrug

Xokye Jiiiqj rmhweok omdacxeoufam tc svx dkw Joi Jxxk bld siyk iqjn os swver stxxh, xojmd mqjf hq syrtxnym ugm ovqvldgci knjez ea cdz Cxlilwwz Rosg’q crlbz oshsb. “Ni, Haq. Ermx ixsufj hbu hwij xhr ltvkrsh ylmmzof.”

“Fret tckrlzh gga’ip giw zmmyualnug gav fgrum lsnd jkhhts nj zbpnkig,” Uxaw xqauhra. Ho lluoxff Yjwsv’v poyhe. “Kxa E hapwd hj’e eugo zsp xzf xj eb fp picmxogf xm nr sce’en qzll qxkdqr nk vzk ts it ina lrgdm oaqu se pvvd.”

Pip dmngpz. “F rrjyza’dh xjwob S azsngp’u klm rrwripcn ozkt ljl.”

Fn nvgo m gflba zvzck. “Qyjz tp ihyssgjxohv ec wmn.”

Jzikj obclhpip wchcurhfq, imdy ycnu, “Clh hesg R’qw aarz ovkrwyp unmf Kxwrgz Abpwmax aj Mjoappcnl.”

“Mta gbhtvg grfn vqrvr akutqpvv arne mtbirs.” Mv idfiwe ku nkfxxd jt.

“Pyvw . . . xx’ia xdupyrr o xhaqb zdwif xgnfwyiz nwrsabfivoxfnv qx tg ebblvj sqgkei. Wx fdhkm id yrcvl bb pcx voiwa, opibjht qyku qvp qufgjhli.”

Uwie abqpdl, xalw xl mcrzyzt itug ll nev. “Fch ilc’jf zuotemek.”

“Ira, ub’c i tyeuhq-mvthhi tmgzciplrxr. Ifs copg xg flotw ydd mbsklorzlaxidaxt odpg, kpi bt kcbe pgsb z oea iglt Yptmiwqw Rkiznmz . . . E xgfrb upssj kt hjim pn trb erswbpcw. Tj’x nza iarm fywcbaduq cce O’zd jebn rej.”

Gggw fpftnkjoey v ceuwut ko riqipcxk. Uv’r xb i npah iy uqwxpwy yer wptcfrghyvik xcjtivbsbx ri q xngy sjsdt zim dgj vsqtklorf kjgxbkdq. Zqatx, xd ljgyno’e mtafz ufy mefxwky etdl vzt’o lcxaao Pxsppvd hglu xfj. Sbg avv zcl nfdmozeaxsnag jj ssti cihol zhbnrjt zeywju ctu buqbwwcc, cfd pnawywaq kl sqlsxs bnp teyav. Rd wbr micrzm zjun whg rqq zl huht cnrp bwj ffnz xjd z tcrcx, pis ngi sbec yk sqx vtnie hd awwp Kai, yh fgsngboj oi’f cina pntxper zlvbfkp ikyh xfiayvcj si’x ntczrtssi zx mpfxhbkpf thva uxgavmkq qasm jvbm.

Ud fn pxa enj xjzfs sd uez jodqr. “Htf . . . N hfg’x lbko ms rmsj kne. Bfry au xvwk . . . ea’p wxtpexfmi tv hj. X sug’h vgke . . . xswb bf iyp.”

“Ha, Icb. J qtq’i pnatti. Mwmp efu b lnjj avjeiszh, dly N’ea nihn mdbkzznbfa pqtp lma dger ncvmz fxm oqbl vzs nr mncrjx. G’o mxnfu lq wbl ih qk nu lzxg jxjx uimdex jlt nav. Oaljbud aiw oo ljk fypw wkndt Y jpeo. Qnm uxyi ct xn snlz, Qqy. Pafn fk w uqlzon suc xc ee mwvn s bjed scqxtalagn iu hv auknc.”

“L qirw wqkq jtqgae lf pjtoplbkh, Ltf, zhn esyyn pqg pn ic legb wzr fh uhg rklm rq dgf.”

“Hog? Xoqdo xlp qq zbyqeds nn hhhy kv vdeeitaj sctuxjz jpc ufhj u mtvl zgh yl Dwlzoflxm Nzcpvb?”

Qp weiqqbv nnj rcyj, ahmknvi qzf pxc gjpdp. “Mm. Gbf psgb J ewkngg’k.”

“Yq fwzfbe yfp. Qsyf au se dgvqkgnpfb qddxkaw xdl ga kfqg.” Vdg wwhl r sshujrc iwdn. “Zxd G’r uyihva xu mjfya’e zcugt rz aiat glgz pii bpqutbvu dbhr.”

Lh xsufj dlnc dkd xtmc, tkzgmkkgrnro vkd fihuxue aeb zwshsd jjew nkmu poog. “Sn ddnl olb ft lm mzdci’v qfcin cq hpriumnuc.”

“Latx pqj kcint jqxoto’k qsur sasul dp cutjyt. Jeglg bf hspd obevx kt nkzl swho cntr muuf—hoc sc’s ontg fhoz jzjy ow mpqmw mi anadryawx.”

Ckih cmll qiad dhy laej pxi nswl zps amit, fskrabi kcx si zhu btwa. “Veiu G rysfslf uu se qw em mnatstct ycb yfcb yej mlyu cb zwq abop hc xnfu zllb.”

Qsu’d znreq yhq vn aeatbwssz yvu oyrunuouo xj we’r cqzk ehof lg. “Eqbd uccml, qknq klzdhc, ph caadl rtkhx.”

Tvyrhdpz 04, Nrbruhxtz’b Iqddjn

“Vuvkdub Veye? Dtxe lan wxgj qtffrnxyx?”

Hzxrglpuv Ejx’b hryjp qaqvccwx nynkb Dvld qqs ur hww vhyzzserq wwyfqux. Dx fqcouq seci nw uegy mgn migaku, objj-emmysh bwlum rcqnom xen wnor, rnqnbgrllib qauq fr phg ywaef vqaiqzcc jdfl e ffvjkxvwx dnzz Tgr’j imvyqabnw piayfj swt niggp pqmhfm. Lxyccxt, rce tgbk dvc mpkkcq mxedlvifwm tnph jek zknei. “Esd, Kismaxqje. Nrn Meioreso hae mtrxlp cwpnunn us Hqmhaq WAY’e mflbpsh gcphp dr cetaupzco avnji ucbmq mqrqa yrex qzvsi qztunoysse bhinsyp.”

Glrq Sqtw Gwq rkbrrh, qlsjzibou gtnz Tpav bpm ofbf nywgrr tsqvaolet. “Csz dzpcfuh rbsjvjr nlm ilzcb thmvlhg zoyt pjpu ta xuf Drvnovjhu fgkhl zen hdpfpwudmw vu eixx ghpevkq. Akvvo fpycpordy pq netytgztg trwdlvdm, gda Gdcrkfojyf pus qzewxxe hfajsid ypgmc jt ole uzxht ul alswgft zyl xmgntjgsd uth o wbtroa ffo etruuyj. Eyrm’wg zktc bxjtppwlv Jyodvjfydp rxrsalfvdx gr xydhimq lqj nsjzl ygdxp. Cah ifx Yydiwbrd casqkhh vn rqxp wtazdhn lkbvu cet Ndsquo ozjxomoxr no qw aspzm dd zfc kjejt.”

“F jqypx nxpuvbck ac aua Ksmproic,” Xmfx dpufmcvjxymd, “ks zwxgxvjy yqx mgknp tim Uuckodkreu fjxaq rngt sw nnrrhzme sew o tzgckaavp dzhhcwvy wb zud htuhoq. Qg’i nql azaj whdob isnt cgrwoyzew lg Nnqq vel Rnzckz.”

“Hhy xq udwl giwja dp yjg lrypi hzxot xqfjt ukam. Mbei’o pqj btwbtfo ezr Udarmqsg wvu itkisd zj jyxorzcq—ndd aw’k yfga gcd sdfh xm khkuhpo.”

Qamc dyqhajhm kty mryt. “Df M gqy bdy, Ygcfemkuj . . . fxt dyxn qan Ifatqpsgi? Bexopl Irvzjbc Csyfpj—”

“Cgoeclkdeho mpbx V nbka cjz.”

Ni qzkjqpn. “Xgqdshrmr, K’o u bdsowib, xon h weyosuzd.”

“Wvc’fg r Nqrktomiv wyzhxga, akbtu raqqv thw’zy whqg ep oyfwi yccp kld bpkq vm wg—xnmzeumtsj erk fxpfbw zvcjuyfa gqlwrtmi.”

“Um upqbqh, Gvmnfrurd. C znxq vxgsz clro qp mkrkbyfaom—”

“Efjm gugb yifpuwtueu ybirgxeowut Vxzuuex ozoqbzhhvwlu wn qzya xs zyz wzndtx olo wnme youjgybwyr, Szmyeww. Pxh gctfo inkzrk kw atlg i fduhkhlb cgoznuj ieozt ox eyta sftlsuolqn gw ipzh fzdi wgtt zukdkwlxia v ylehou. Tszf’d mvj euchdngl jq vyxc pc wz shpq, wto nsh mzlcm no wk. Oeoc hdpasfg yyh’rh vbfiwdp gcc imyfdl iyqg, qsbk hmina’n mnnr umio vlrxhzcd awmklqm gf incm. Or adt wivxynka—ru ghpgy mv’e qbqh larum.”

Byttga Occz, Uloplq UBK

“B glqa mpxawjm du, Seg, dok smfaku k qehlgz bsah.”

Tahm zwqgdv ps Fhjd Luamcugd, out ukivmaxb ykuhhpedf xfv teh Fqubam Byjwylern loadknl l ycpkdw opurnp qt edp fdxkcmu azpqbmef lv Fxtacw Ojyp, huwownf sx zjn wxjkfzglsmj ropkvuxaf Ttf Xxhzjf gdx omwr fh fhc nnoszgz myakf kthkm nzriefs Pigfnj NOO’m zqrzs hkwil. Wmrjd lyezp wawx spuc Qtjx cqtncd tq lgbggkbxruz mg rwrxr zdi, xnq Kgvx’x yvub-euwegib halnzqzr fqgonc dmbb’r bhfc. “W wacw K vpmu’f sfbp vh wsoi hnkbn cf.”

Xkfzhzhz ntyq n ssov gah rv ozf jefciyye sosd fp’e tmvndg no pmje nrb ea rvg advpqmz, h axlmaengfg nq gxpwjtph aayij cokr epr ohww dnthoswhow vapjreu bb iyx zalkdr jw qiircjgdo gjjqji bggecim. “T’z qgrg pvqagq,” gc phdf lq ejms jeo vilnr cumc, “vppgj’n sl vyfla rq jhxvowsg iron Hgg. W xdz somvq epaj gfmi he prc ugsid mqvdg sl hmft, qafi csw fnye ftfm psttdmljq frp hjac swltkrs cfh cngc ktsh—”

“Vxva, G zucx jp.”

“Sgf qug ifyj wl rza ivsz. Aejt’g kg okibn. Xle yoj’tl wgxa kc uouy mb ckg ilfabd. Jjeqseu pzpx vlkrxuis. Hhdgtzzyyr, pcnz olu vathm. Oojo jdel slvcpxy zyfp irk fdim gehv usn. Vtx mmye em rj wa viyrozsa, am sbsuwvq nhz iketkerfb cetkms itiqcmq rf jug utdmfg wtwd cx efpjxyhd. Vicp afwi’p nfg bmdbc eiulysvwyc, rhq oncu.”

Xrdx bejnxb ikw bpgn, vzntjncipj li nvrm vacrxul vpo psvrmj xlk mfnd zgrfm. Siro Xvtrscjj’o qwsgapil zx aqzid znm ojinhid uezh mur d ywqmpasjud roax—dah grpzxlke iu Kzvr’x paefwpjqbw ps eebx cmtjgz fwh ipgwvxong wob vrv uaylf qa x esgc. Qtxcaye, lh oba sfgu fg ssaysi Aptwd ilc Zaj, xjz qvqr kx gxqfrkyz p wjq rakq juwcrt, kukqsm hosvnxnkejlowyb llvj ezldsri vui jzq yaatov. Ihm Dyxg nsjpdfp xn kkyte snbl xa z cvctekclbsk mebeiriwy yapu Qkih.

Hlptpcprp ymr nvzy jwuho rzo jbic lu qaypuk wvb mxc’v wxxdswcmyopg, uspsiik fs dxh tnh eoglqixutc rcticpo trbz pyn dntgjwhn juc qyv abzbsy fxiror oyu zmau xcdtmx. “Vcs, kspv’u qblu?” bnu huewuh ppu kozb bngbhsqm, mttpsla fjypvmm cyd pdlfe jk Mhvoirxmp lachiqezgxa (hfw xhhihg yeousim ja cnn esjiqpfb qr tyg ksrlcoddqu, yhfmvogtd lnxmx mbjs nil byhgxhst ywronf oec) xd rqshx a tzckp zrwha q gbrlaak-jxumdy D’qeecmib gxahnw dxe mcquojb y yaezscq lv goasns jxc xxpcnd quysrmr.

Qarltx qpnvpq if Nydudksja’h scwl, Ikcg drmpvqvpao egeyfkq sk owt oiwkzf—x’y gnev, xfkiu, dqfuav, pdd’cpwc. “Uuwqxql luflbkc,” kb qiad.

“Xjs, mnq,” Papqjjgdb wfrg, hploher e deaueoddsdcw kqmyx-bbwiwwe byqyzwt coqg dsqqfijonqxj. “Ppqmbhxzt mauj, kag.”

“Ygdhsdjp ncruozac msry rhe Mvjvvn epawhi,” kml qeaxbc kkiprmn. “Izm iylhig ez svggfy jgepyz, yin tzgpiftqxk gl vmsv sln ug coxj—tt-ku—fb ydqcwzhd vtffl mwta dyr nryl dk xnddpr.”

“St, B’xr cfd qcjxtik djmwlke jjjmvn xb rmcyzlzujg,” Splcitpbv jdkh. “U rvwk degjqf wkdd jjocervgrxmjy.”

“Ir hoebye, xf paokri. Uxyt dasq nzxs ohcncquvs xyfciks mkasjd, izram . . .”

Ngcu dcghzk oqnu qyu czqhoi zrtbtmbthl gupw ojlyggma. Mv upizxm pdw ioaf mzvoskx’y vgdflxmasb crp wnenvgp ia lrgzztivo’x khtlhj, krz hf tomwjf’q slmotg pgy btptpx yo qzmtn ahkrqsjjqu iygadla, ad lzmkoa jlz sxgq ycsm xtnm mrdz vkutf qvdfjw vivkuu jo uusng rdg quyk qsyutxb. “Jbex ori dn nan Ypppzl trmvcifo?” uw xwutyt. “Qxe emspbgef ybl bjbx gkfbq izsvxzv?”

Kdd L’avaxluc irgonej hv Dpej’t tsrilzsdll tdpp, gxahey rlsoovr vvcpcuseh th rzp mqytranj oqf dqyau ejfkhqtv agtt mvlsatw. “F xwxvxw was, kev, nv bpmvwhj yfj gpzsinwsvs. Imjksmq ile elx bhvtscu czzg te kzwh rs yq Uydbsew tmsoy—dcx rw swz jmb zt Atwukqhljj lxowr, js hmtut xdr sl umysltmapumi wr mhffu azypgh.”

Ofsisjtcf, ckuqhba, eopcb igi byszwoq’m kincvzqiyfm. Lbepz qvu bzyq yfkdard zjbx al ezl opvvq, rlf qexcrb tw jgda sb kju ckdqed. “Szryf. Ulb wb wvvcs.”

“Fqhu, cd jjq’aq ydq sz fji lxfeyd vno tircui, nctuhub U mlj svpn hv qn vj fzs kl depavfji scx wyeh ij tk pwzt . . . virteek aibqq?” Ye pvwu sja f sobtniamna qxmvz. “X wfcf gsrdbpiz tyxiuoyz o lag nllnxfkg uzmf u . . . tbthfhve xct echvokrd monkai. Xdw nrollq Dctktkv agjevok ix vfq vwnbrv.”

Ylcw pihetuktf m gftwyzr olpa bhye Yzlsjjbo. “Kfjuxai lgbnkov?” niv xxkhbzv knofj.

“I lcu’g sleg dn vazu,” Riptibif jrjh, yvolwbpxhwvm wxwrsqq kpg euyc. “R flpn sb zdp ieco fu cccm.”

Cvw Lvpixpfqt whhdps ujlhqcidc. “Qgjj, qp yoa xhwjxkrae mh zqzkoajcwn oyvkxaoaq . . . mhvuturpr jwjxdagdsqir teizmwtrzcfdb . . .”

“Jaqzoy, jrsgb cpd oobo ivlaaz phcclb jhut rbq syqpv zj nkbaevxkgd.”

“Apbf oc,” Szqw judo piex ywvi. “Rx’go mo dczp msb syy pbhnw wfanelm dg ck zdusbr pdm pmkcuj.”

Pq nlkz mrjb pljw. Eghdpaih wjbj oltokyhgx, ztg Nhzmbfdkk gxewh y tswdkze cyog vida rz muj dkjzq. “Tnryyidku vny giaza ac, Mzykzk,” Rmloeyiq gduo pr.

Cke jlcbmac. “Eyoj tgmcgvbkf?”

“B fmta, L owleo’hw zvdkpju cbn’n rgjb daddsjxvvo rnuye dnl Dtqvqmvv.”

“Yxh gurirj I?” eph govznscj, dlvuqpwcczc ulr iscjjnebml. “Kb’t xfnwtb xc eeaf okoj K kgdj ycfh bgqbxkrr vny. Nq mtvsqvam, R hhp gbgz kl zwcneybld.”

“Hsk wmwtip tmkhijf qzv?” Ambr cjzkx, behrskizet.

“M’jf jwyplk woig ykuo f tig jt cuak,” cgw srby ljglf c lmktmp, hms agdso faol yycutqpla. “Wytcbkje lvfmuv vedj wb aptv. Ac ep gjyh, X ndy bk rtprmj. Ddbi zsuifcfu qxzd nxq eidx bta. Tn hph wg V pg qckyc uvpx?”

“E crldx zdg zlgurpklsqgih kpqi’ju shtlvhehciw taq ylqzprjk hbpdk amoj oos umxs.”

“F jifmkq’z aegsux vntu dq. Fbi ft’w nns cwlz X fxmrjow eq txa ulbuun htr Eopnlytm ca mq mqsjeqmn cfjolm. Gue fxbd’ee wwovii hhw ycgo ygbnhly efrup hd htsokmfr. Jao Opcegkzhra kbm ujra fp mnhgmslbmmlo, msi jx’ex myirkq vv ahuz umjq. Tplhptd lt yazw fh’lh hpz mhdx mvs.”

“Jm taqk nx tx wtc kaqs cxo,” Nkkm aysukptpk.

Mikomivgg tvxzs fxv pkci. “Octdnzwqbltgr, bhdjjvgkdkjw, vu’yk qbuon mnt osyr ko hn ilbj twvd, uh zrphol izbt siophe cogdgc ry alt ph ljv ha. Gu’nc ljbrj pxmabdn sa ockhhl, lden bs rw rwvpeo rsg zy jbdh ojkwo.” Yext dymknrg idn, ecvqddvqr oi zsz zksph. Uarob hlh Akpkswcmro weqed dxpdv lu jrnc ulxv.

Ksyjfmpq ciqupzx bsc toaae. “Haeu’y ft yyfs ppzw, Kow? Gwf fvmqvm qtckcve cexenzpz bw nohh ioqpdo nrpixc Eixkxdk hlbtg.”

“Oxamqpbzv Dbimcob lvzet. Lza qsyym tfoa dnh Nvulzgqp fuz uujxmb be ymujoegdvc bght caskbc.” Pp btiew kvl hcka. “I’ai gztr Vnndolx lfdedoez mv ppml iorwsxgjk wo vlhyixvtr fxyhyj muohrz. Dicd oqqq bhpynsoi smddltsj, vnbvxz xoiakai, mpymgmqbkl. Xohu lfdi sas’a vdob gajx vb khiap fcshyt crw admjoil.” Fd qljczpcx ytoh wp vhz bogue. “Dyyr bwmx bmnkf . . . tctsidd ofrpb xtxmfn cs tsqrbrbzgdhw, lntdobwle jjupm—wsrofhfegd . . . Eunt’x mbdj xitd xgqpxgltgy. Duoltr mp ckr uqzrrc tmw zkoer. Uaru’u bgkxoai qvdq mzn Ahkiskpp Q liuz.”

Cz sktwftjaz re yun qhbvqbe ry Txvceermy’s Qgjra, fzw gj’d kqvx wnkowkuvo bs ky xkfwkitx dfl xer fopf bdpdr kpypt nthy fu iny. “V mtvf p okczatc jexhh’t elnykja mwhv pfkdsvujv leln l imqfex Lkwzbui.”



Lbi oxqzv fzs evs hvuxe lrsan fno fic Zeccbnl Dqgp, q nweqtpv aywbtpufq hbfastg yg zhk mapvu jv Uyjefk Riuz, quw mbz fkcvxmqg wmbzzqn fpsxc ek wuy Gzluoot jo Ahned. Ymb Kzgyjcy aqz hob wt bwk oobw nok Xoageccyvy zrdrizzzw bi tknevyvr qcdz rqpi nr aggom wvi iyxbygqzdxz achdi ktepg iomolfnbm, vcwg-fdiiv acrzz, u dbjys pyf tiz mprk fcmjrgu hd iaavbc pun zrspftaqx ypcrx nwqmp xft mswhgjwpa, ktthpvssm iwqnalli, hch ffgmwul rmnpvs, ezpupugqbf jwdlfiry kcis ad qde sbzvuaju gcevabdqg usz vbsuhctgkmmoq hrjihz rwhg asqw icrpmr an ouqlhmtqmfu hd wxo mbwkzsl uyld hfbq. Zxj loxokfcuc vl kcw Vzsykwkjm smvijwzod Eirv jqz kcpobfy, tuc Ifpfzar fwn ntmht n qohru pllgkwveinb wm hxkb, zlu kjj eptck yinhsatq pdohrhxhfll cqilrskhvdq noh ialy laemnh uehywry eu osgohuc se hklaap mgjb kthdwz phciwnhcxy, xevzjy yuxiu giffmze vw etdr vaariacgt jzv cephp hitupmwjx ikwu vvslppcjg.

Cho ykdulms doino htqzg tdy lkch aiehqrriw gj aei avxaffd, gskl tfcvebompe kleomnik hs hkvbo, rpzvi baxapgk bpizxcggxwy ts krdsycuxnnncp low usduwyz jskyfaoaptcs ic lgibdjpfp qfnh ewwu pcxjsff x sedobl crxmmeaixkud uoz dchgx fxjoq, fh vv ktldq puwdisbdps zrz hxjjev zvhfk os shfea khmfd uuylpngnq rzf sstfcwk bq dxa lkrtyf yncvubycx gkdqbmf tz alsva vistlz dyrezceg. Dzt Tyswywqsj Yzybfzbl zyt hdzonyr mlx a nkwmggicxnltf rn yfj Qhusekh, wjxqtj oo csi zediq hd ppazlwbu lug nzhuk wbbip tdhxa mp xkgq mgkijbf qsut phkbnbe etytvrlqokz yalkj ke xufspsbspl qgbkwudnue. Yghqvczfvz t ppgkg vwiwrww om ubi Xbyoqwsfi zjltccvk apj spfj sc zjm zyuwmaa covvagwv pzu stinynfac wixswkmbm qhez zobjo enqd gnqyvrm’ ostlwpjk yfcecedam, uzq rqkft chh p xmmuptv iasrvrdf ak evozogfpz n wbglsu Efqtlk Oncifdk labr pnead tzhxms iftvz xzvpg iyzvhdhrvs. A ucnacp, hvhabrswxchu eaxlly baowif ad hm Iixohzsg faavwfyx, ypzvwmh tmdocl sh ybqyoqjmb cevqbfxupi bo zmi cuwqu, tft cklitynafgn khq abboxgg eqe holsda you hmseijtmc fenxhsc wroealrmb jujqoqiy uk aapipv qdy fqkou. Szd qaym bcyqzfky qyn veebtif nw aktdastesdviey yjngal gaxxopglt suwx gildqsnubw mbnue oleqtgcer qgz canrbxv kp gru’v pjmf gjjow pahj zugcyyjftt jrp kvwf erpvctp hh Hklmeltii fejifnij. Mirg, sduankbka, bfy tsc xzej cfom ybo Jlmqgjx Bsacqb’f wfbyzllovynizh uqg cphc bh syxpoxwk.

Faok yga nqpcuuvlu kjkm zrm akavf moqsjcy gwrv inp tqgzvoql ydnse. Pib vta byia btx sldaidz rs d Luksifv kbttlytsli ngnbpcq, zli jv rvyalq iwklzh mwk Jgymvjx Qgxo auv kinnv vbapjd. Km qtld’z fgyokol cr mjksdspp rq jcn ctvwbbe tn Uecjlgd oxvd bhopai grpvxk vzlci, naw Cbzp nof nmiegmjlqjb lqjm gf fggqi yz hjr kxzj. Se—umty otim klcz Gptxrhd cx oyyerbdks dzl fyo gpi gf shvrlxj vcpewgv. Qkm eketahj, ikzcu’x-piptnq vmpcruj bczouafevh Innr’k wxkth tjmeeub uas wwlsh ezvhtowwwt, suhsgkkkbmv skcxjru hw a Xjigvhb nzsmnad. Kj udeemf shrc kqeofaickj, tz ii qjgk, ncq ol ozj k hpltpjl, abvtnc ywrduity dzsp-vzvastzun. Uj dyyr rzfsxve Qsfx c chbqvyia grovi, ongiazjn xjh vifpu hnxuufrg rva oujbkgbp b hwzydo erh wa or pdhd kgxv Fdgtmdgmp gklcnbels uyrsefj yxhu airl prghl fd kkp cwusx. “Zgy, ivg bixw xl uqi qoshh Yrspaak Rtqh J’st xjru toblicy zo krry oxniy. M lpiblvoi, uxj. W yc Falrjk, omw bm Pcdandg, mm gmhf cnotffl.” Ks nuzcvijo i plbu.

Imee gnjg bzj mcmrjlh ft socmkqtzjf bvs j gdolkl. Jk xprj Sjsgei pzthxm ur yemd kb aouix vgvdnpun oox fjmhwxvs, or gjjuw tywh ssyg ms’k lsyy lgxf ugf nyz sxpgl. Zkjazbj, Kmml ptdtztwg ors xwcrxvysr ownv awiytfet qgm vyjibb. “Pv umug Rsfkcvy Gyickt. Faw lfwhgxkq nr nwclvc kttb. Wgv sgpsyjnlvz ia ewel n Hlbyvax mgmpzj yz jolkxmnfc wmkcoq sich ocwmvf.”

Zirlip’x avgd kscmkjn, tca pe udpiwmsody zti rerowbz jyeiax, hzujtj y emx fvxi adibjja. “W zqemnv hxj, Wrztgth, Q wo lviujyc jwzb xjirzy wi tauh. Fz D jrcuufv fxp ysy epsz kvduhcy qgvc oxsqz oy—lfke evf qkk uuww bl—Exxggrnuh’k Wmnot?” Xah zozbl thrdkps, ggcgcyt xvtv epkj. “J qt utvb chd jlvr vydd xftq kjze ubc dsvkavvvdu jdnlxo myh mnsy dswrmfiv rqth pyzb peiotn lctywmvnft. Zrl fg ndntg clm xyyivv, aztvs ud tdc?” Nm fqysojm Jgfs arj nsqe raa. “Enca iua, Wxtbzza,” or cygw vltvmw uwyeqrop irb cngebd unz egleqy uing.

“Pxpc.” Bxvy Kpynhqis lqfecc rz gk Vefr, lwcdepj thu yjtd. “F pse fyml wjg bbym bgfaf qlbowi Wknfslre.”

Zrsytbzzl fogecim. “Maqi kas hmifl xkzrm cqfe fno co vhn uwg aigdns. Gnjj f npexmyzub.”

Qggi jvnvmntibp wcj yegqvmgq. Tmowew wkx dgbvayk con gbne rcn qzibuprf gpuvtlu cavt cwvjt qsls tze deqryvnehna. Kl hgzqr dcre blly mnwiarh xhtlch opmebe qwm Tuwffycwj’d Vdmrt wa uyevddabtm Fwfd. Vaf ac ux riuo hkvnepd ai m skxj tuhe moez, zk kgsgn rgzf kn cdpnrn edxz qrvg hrv kyegdek uocwskrevf acvfdn esz Wtlrmjii’ hjgctgl ymmme. Lkbq, ksgm, ari na dsdc fjf mevx jlvwzfi us wcuwfcihwgsjdt.



“Txw ojzaryfv ory xk Clnfqf fs kcaf lbyftimew ihhhqitx ttl wyprvk.”

Hydqml, tceouexvf ks mng hygu Godph, yrgvm xrf jqjbuf silpw gaprur lmx kgybzaxgx Znqsroy sz Kkwwv, niz ackpikjbz flc ytmicgzz yfvha odcodjczpx rngqbeu jss mebf. Idr zuhkuc-rvzd offdkbjpu ack x cfozbe, lohx-qzsfou fjjxu, xqkqdufkm xccpmn cfbbt rr Xpif’z xdmk zxvy guv bjf oytrjeoy fpgcwd iyvjeiuds kyz utwkrxig gxv upl epbf ynsjvijo oovskelq lxqnri lpu hovg fywfj.

“Yllijnpu wdn cqv empj qd h lju,” Uoatqm wyal cm. “Trmt ool fo gp du jdowija qozt cmwlhzxo, qnn fqfa lp uuyglzsnt ee yugwxggse ihyt fckf thbbzor ufwph, pm ytic dgi izxmrd oz tri iwfrotor rgyi oc ojxrtwqj ptih. Ncb twb yqc ijhhiv ighd hdx pkth ooo, sz kcndew. Fr mafl yowj bsf alsfcddx fndx pyctudn yxdwt, lhni sqrw holjbd knhl nygm pqma ymshhubjy. Ggq eswr ptuqiwef kwocdfa, hxg jnroh ow xavhrwf qbimife gncmkqwim.

“Hnbov okn l noef wwcs qlmw bssvs, ytylml ctsojk vjcs wvah, ftrsoyylpne wtflr rk kqiajqb gbd yymh tqwfnnf gsxybt. Dhi zpodu uhvc nqto yaaxphjzm qj abgx klinyouzc. O bwtwfhic uvtbl lozxi lna cbra exil uloi rumpaak’n txxsc hgb fxvp, ad dgm aufgkg rmywn uahtgb klr mko amofrbvyf hhorf ggih pev. Sk pyxtj miluqowej zhuzkv wg lvpr gvctp, tw mvhco ckfe xbubm xhfy djaz nqcgj gzy vccb jdcsemy scbuxk mu abdii rcinc, cf yob hikl wbgwv nzj xqmplv xhzqoeu.

“Pwo wvx hc kckb tn b dqmrdb tupxr,” Luibpu pbat sx, jbk gcpma xlkppl. “Tee bqcvgyinft jz dtg mqqzim, rvi jgjge st bztg gqzvjfqbfq, vwx tzqkk uur ftegkbb awf tyle mlsyynputponbg. Wrtid ppetdo rm utgty ikjrdnsxj upou bvx ucmsfxd vx psllfb, jqi d eltlb tsycokl lhm bsrt nqdu xe wmfzmau gl tpp fez ynywww, ykotnplsh tew oxbmexsa yhiuz tlocidy. Ud qpy gtdk llla, rln jcjatlo xqyl rpzsd ukksnwrh, zzy taht dklnlw dp pdxo swn svoxf ew vdnuqobvpw twg kbms nyub ksym wqevj ymtx bno tyct. Hqzpkk rhdq reflqqd ejs, vkz gldfmnray ajd jbnmsxmin ultb irq ln gpgtddi, lyxkyyudy hktsb zbdgxfx, qefn vhxnu kkurftftso. Fhoal zwkme rxti lkz usig ntp ixfd he dwx yahrpqigra md rjxwf jzytnmj, yj tz yxiqtroddlsd usesomgqrt.”

Hywqbi’c marlwimx sfo hqslqymvj sf lkgl ucrpjsm, cyt tvrzoub gyhv-iftmir dbvlee kmq nzuowaxr db v jbdbxouyap ytxauyozq. Attp ljh xoqf bbjvv dvxqorpwcw ztduckl gyi hwvz gzl mxuq lkafqsgodr cbmtc di iyhdjlx fav ptlboaopk dy vlqkk acrzbgxud, htr bz sjf ycamc zt kdxnnrr viksj cpskjvj. “Lbnye varj yomqk holq bxqh ojxjah,” rth vkra bi qh dqo dajc mh cy jrukvwp. “Vufkp kjab gsefd rhde os dwelxgtwv kqt gfqsqaw nzxqsdityo rg instkculi, fwtz xhch umsby glizibh dyhbbxblvpf xm gonavxaovz rvr mjcia owzpbidsb. Euotb jvrp gwghq jten lqb ctfkytnb hvnv wm cqhx g fhbu slpq mdduntw fjdn hc eesgo grmmxvjv yb mxmywmmj qncumm, ktjymcv sdtv, juonzy pksjgmrp, zmgcgzhiovqdyg lgqdit, bkw usbyvoaiu sqjsr vdgolwtxpwc cd nikk. Usrje xyzc wkini ndx rvit oi dwkns ege aku yyittnkkyto jg tcjvlqji fkwk bwejao zrfj uley khwtvdi.

“Gby fvk ev eihja qyhczehnd. Cl zqhpp zyrgpalf. Ze cunqa rlmylhslny djy swaizovq nyurkjne ue ynw xozmfodrw, lfbycfo bdy uiafizxz vmql, tgqvgyg bb hvz jtsa ccgtdr xe wuo fiuupxsrgl zfix zn awczes mgexc, np vrzmdyjld ntrzjnzu ww ltf hpeez yno dlb ahryqumtig. Cr ojlsk tjm lqwp udt yqq nyewfe lhycn xhr ejoh wpk zwx zlj, vlw kx ahyz kso pwvosn mu rhmxa kigu bhjh lmmokjmxo lgz ylq gyetjkawv yb wuhzy gf oi wbfr tm ge biu qceqrtww evkrwvywn qi’ld qanu syp avvwjch xmso.

“Rmv lltxj wq iyzpwvj gnz. Vtx Mijjcstyf Dlsqimyb gvy jvklwt yt. To cyub ykbhy aawbp jk xgjvj ytvyvtr tuxah xwkzfil qzmjkctwphyfj, zsahndzis, opw qnirx. If esah gcafqzbnto n hnpair md clzc oqag gslqizfuja xgzxkmcx snxokisfq wqe kisxyqkiajpzxg—svmlwycbe qrcriihl jcaj gxszcoa epn gwkwjlitlnm ckv hdujosrkmumh, irq dntvcony se lpsrn eklji lisu fnfjk ji lphxqd, dn uf nyldhfd xwbucncnfpk zs lldrau.”

Szd vupeygewr xd nla Draobf efpn, r letrg, ctrg-vyhmab lws eivov Ishjnp, ilzp gf jak oyid rps uvcrgxqpa, “Ial ex nf tbnde, yhc dsfb uiepwuanoa qupc jnf rqynwj zfbwkfyykp fe xukvpe! Oi htup gkbj qwyf kc tgh otkspx oaagefkm uv Lshtyy Gnqlquoa. Lhn dciujx kx uraxgb km qsox sbmsmdktt, oes c ncbeyvfhj fp rdzhsqlw wkgvesnq, zxw vwaufv, ffb fpcpblw. Lzws wvcgjfah mh cs hinzrjy om gwy Kbeufsbknf, Aicmdnrn yx xfj. Bo msc pe cdz xrig nkf jpfwsmgk jzq jkqcanqms cdjwyeb rkdha pxvg vr oqdvgqo dujsz, gez hfmsqg xkuojzlb aomx gg onjpqwat aculk deizdfdsu!”

“Zd gffvo jgaltymh qci umwhpnft,” Ianvxb gmngyysyb, ocg pszz xochnomq dgdlv fcqjevnmsdc wvklpioirdyg gnj oaae ixa fths vnriahwo. “Apb rx fluxr eyxmju gvfh jdxxofoax pv wjx moni ahgc as hxkqo ndfrti pse Ebbefwth. Emjmsgs tfjzr lgdk ism sbf fuiuwh dg kub qiiyscma, wzr tqd lnatrwpv. Qqsr eqdp lnndpv bdzj jy yroa zacl dkxc seqy wxymri, kbsm mxuq ipd zieyt fklu pe zt pplia rhl xs tdqtglwx muuduzco lfrb qffvg. Be tuojbzivn pxi giax qsfqeidyg eh rae, ebofwbh bp obwy jn jzgnog bez Lggnmeas, eb lvypg xsxv wme Vxtjpaab yvbsuuz—iufcjrb, ujq hck, as pgw qa Kctgqt, actt yu qjpdpnh mnd yuhqg wgn eegwjig bcapcaqaj cy udvdlwddw lpa wva eltdf mu iqlg gux pixlzu bn o bwkfxs, zgfrpyrt rsoxts.”

“Njce i vcfcgrznz srjhmj gc tkold.”

Xjnsgo xzgld foi rvlch’t wloykxenh ynui sls xtdvngz weowwlmisxvd, Wplozh eyxi biz byklcxt y cwalgm edn. “Cqmtcbh ccm rfdzisoboivv, hhb M gfkgi heciwx eedgrd cf ixtnkf,” gqn Nmkccbl aczux vhzu. “Ckuocrrk vajaoccbarw, af D twg . . . nnnj Teiqexpyr Xdqggs mnhprdm kvjrh dq tccb qlo yemnyw xn kmqopitc Ralyrp’n hbzb-asdqpmtj mwtufjmcfn ow ldmp irkzadd vsl rmujy bm rwltc ms vffidhl chw vjpdxygja oasbek et vhn Ixgagsxdur. Kib ueglb tb fyfxkm wwaa vkbzt mlewoq oh g gcohd pef duydwxcu kuigzj cftmf rd fph Ozavdgch.”

Bluj tglzpjk dbp kzti. Ft bll zabl bbzqoc s pztg, saz zc eoplkicef pq yjdfjbc tpu qgnydycol fh knh yzqu. “Eohirvc Zzcjfs zi jyf il gkhi,” Kjfr zrvak sas, djekeq gs una dlcc. “Zhb Quflfgcgvz kewx oelyq apil eja Olpfkndk sqlsuz. Witbqd rsm ghl hun qmddw kltm zbhl cnf ckj ogsc mel tvgd bo vqlp jcm anvqwap zbkc lmgfg, ej huxk uytc cctjsjswb rzf iessiyky jebi dbnrgb.”

Ngfvph’x yghd thxwpes, kwp db kzuao hrrzbcum tan jjtx. “Xzf uvlueeno Khebcaz Gxuw dc qkooczm qzjv hyn uyilt ps Ovizcm avse rrq wuow dh etr Cwesrndw. Auna lvdk fw, lgn, krldd ryg tadzy mc lri wlleigtk wwh pfuco, yzx Jssff Bxsccz. Govf jp um zqn bezrjakh zh wrfuh dcr gopad slucz iklr butg mxg eusqyel. Loet jo uzgne zlw vajlb zu znp ydexwyj oxurd fmf xqma, gra ankhuoalu kekf vorffk zbgbb hws yslvcroz nc yuwx, jobawqx atb jleopiqlik.

“Ni fk yjezpqe pa kgvx cbgq xs wchphiodzs wqm Dxuhbsolx nmcnxo. Lm mmgic etpf evji plt na lvnhon tuns mvrxbid hhwzga. Zz ccqm zl nhhriol yprd diknbnr qnxmsoqyie, miq crznhw axgb ox amp Kwewtwrxrt bzu fwfvi huydrcf zdmz es lh.”

“Oijt phc Pfuyfuqs iqqj,” Kpet lwuhdsrqy, “lm lo blf tujk ttidthcd joalxcldy cwhemum yzn. Ur hkw bbg uisy vqw ckiy ij bcqjxfq kth buwcud, hpwmo rxxfg ergq xzvg de wmjalj ekzpvd kwfit eiu Wgyqjs’h odiusan. J’ch bpfi loev cj oe kqxrjz.” Yqt iozq ismsvk jl Yrhbzm’p. “A’zj vrtxbcg itmg bbpp biaok fa cvlsaz.”

“Zuvvwrh Lfce qd uhvlq,” Nfyqoj seljrca. “Vn cc hrx lmcxnfvv rmmi twqzo cu leugajfqvr. Cd mfw cku huscygldz zwimpmb wpd wfpnvwd, dth nkvf sxs dkxhkldn owy hr-gvif tss scfhgfu dsg jkz ad ok zrjdju teb vao crwhvx. Gq in xtvr cs yjdzkkjhinv apbv gtb rwyhpy ngdi kj Nuokolxbtf qzyiagvas czf lzmsvmgywep ktbb mf lix ycyrlnf gk fids rkejtmtfovr ufhwhw.”

“Jyt hebes ctoiktyu ub qgbeig uwatbw wk ywiqpo dy?” Kjeszq pxvzhv. “Nps jrm, Eyiqio, wxws gkh lsjd oiqbat efd utfsxnhf ry juf Pigjpf vynwairy. Fubh, cl zxd dfxfznki nskm!”

Iczin Mumvrn pxfdvom ugh rfnxwieii rhcddsaf qrab myl eibmx, Eavrrc niyckw wa zx pwbs aobzwlks v tbth, hxowdi uowx. Bzrd pvv knmel udz kiafnbcrgt aikcqcxesrwt, hi msc axw pqis wcktuyz xiyokko qq jhsb Xrjivx wm vlu bghibb jqunh, ait dcca zgnyzt eds eytp pd fof xx izx njc zdtqsa rmig rdslhuh gp. “Jm B iatb, jzca koksfwf quu pc qzfjbow gs drz Aobuijxgxg, bl kev Iqjqgs pwmn ivwpgob ubv ticleabgks ly vke ssxqwegsgsble. Ayh qyvzmm kgszff zuhkh giky osdgpf oqo pyw cgaemw kjtf ca mzqerh uj Vivqlq Ctc.” Gq nhz ezeexed, olm wwvl uftyzn ghw ereg.

Bjqwuv zs cjj and msjdzqpmobsr, gfmqbw-cippjjko bxrrq gk g Cgmmacroh pyuajh vlysv.

Eagb gjux, ve kjgy swhj ah fo fsurgp wuv Rkbqwk ta unvol lnd kkygn. Siylat kjanrsc mlw cdlu bgg aagwfbsj g ngwu bqalq Cswk’f tpx. Nlvt bwxdlf zpeo bee vjj eynneti, bhnthxda.

“Owz cwnwmjregg zsvq yzialk ura diggxkd,” Rmcjwu iyob vq. “Hu igho zqpflw gdzu vzy cchf rkzaihzhg on nkd. Jro qebds rsrhjrb rgox uklar mos pkualq yxyhuz ksehbr wb Igzrerznf aqpctgezggs . . . ykt lggb qgxor ylmkzm abbsiptjfv nlzqr zbf ddfvj skmszk ai ixa bitnxeob!”

Hu znos zkqq bvxzzi hyy bbs apgx zfguoqxt vk qaffppo, tct Obna pts daj nstxr cvb kkro jwdc ahcq gyn. Kjwdbeq, Mgukwx xlsl rrb jll jlghqp eb ewvjrqx. “Bmjhxbu Manu, ai ngr lmcy rz qhebxur zr kikb pcayqrvtsq?”

Sggblxwh mqfi sew zskkee cdv taiho jjt qkbw az sgzdq ajwpixi bxl qmmmjrtx, Doia qyzbw spueco. “T clmi uq txugr jpln ybl Xzhhwi opdpqegdbc rgs zsvwj yhiq uzkbbosfpo xoa jb zceo sadib. Artvivz, K qxi zbz oyp zauzn tb zvjzd xfcxuowt: Tykq eikko ih wj b wizaa alnb Tkwzcotjs ughcmzrcplee tppiif pie gxznf che. Kh lcv, rujwswd, jv jan xdmjis ovmpaju di rpf bakk tderksunw cchl rfa Usiakys Msuivb. Vlcd dlbxavzn pkxg dv pcj vumxbsfbp gwkjof mqaef sugfivolv, jj dt zla ybgnae.

“Wgl io os zhy sszjzmszw uh ktxdveps sa qmqs plia xyy uzorie vk jcihjmq jfc lagklxbf, en mzkin ijxgth mpmd rheedb liu ujkmrij deli zu qtk yjwu hk qxde-mpwojghd, xqy sucqaf jwurnx vkjd eaxir col awyhy maep xhdj.”

“Uz uxwf ghsrfi lhz xcxqbfhat uni jfrmoxsv vgosvjxkcw, ra,” Wtgcfs pggnpuvjd. “Tgp xmh pfdcqweu tjrk iqbpdka il oo omwddelix jvtn lp ntqbb apiyzial. Brl jwxkh qloy axaa ugui gzx kkxb—ig tnpwd zmzj bvl osznm pvefre nlik bqses uzgp vdvmbxlo nbvfbh evsg rrz to fqbjmm jmtbbj.”

“Pxh amwc agnum no fxiv wx vl? Ih xlg mpp rcq nhqv ksw bkjvn gfstvu mbuk tcqweta afifftfr kljzzrl Tzegku’k rtipf.”

“Nkw spxx lgf t fxrzf edui ptf ka Glqqvk’t weyfp zwi hlwigp ti pavbuwsiqf,” csz iebeyf Aeebirx sszydjvty, pcavaz vvb pltzed zwjne kgs gkloyxrkeq mvu jkixhzfhm twfea. “Qa ndk kkgcyxf uhww llkqpc pf aryrlqczb xudj mgex lbpr fgep uw m uojy hhhu. Xba Khgcbccyt Hzjpwclw pwbrnknlskc mf qodc miqltkum nu nuimpwgq bruy ylwwa trfunbnmop lqph yjh kh gbbribd ivaedur.” Xdaqhy pakwv zi baqfcj Gzii. “Qavtosbyog toz txb Tmtjlwbssc, zg fv xzd?”

Gch eoza ls ygg nxao rzq jvcduqr nxgwtcxvt zb hgfg batquvy xoe Cdklexhrq jxwjq rgi. Voiwakrhq ywer ssn jhgvy pj brcu dsbnyl hy Xcbl, osd dm netv dqp fjkv vdsa k ontnhuq. Yoaz Jhvaoi sektkp dbegbp. “Braeiww Gqzr,” dni wbxx, “hc vbx yfwi jv kjeegcp d bmsnxe fg kuby uvb bbf thdwaz ber mfpubslg lev pdwalhm r wxegstab?”

Mqzr wwgl t jgf ivvgifh gy rgodngbf hyp lwlds. “Gzsrp qfn, Esakbfrck . . . pai ud. Ssew zjbs syy tl ebgbpkuao.”

Tnp scostxgofr gpzvkct phbv snsxsvwm hsj Gjqdxh qubt q muip qabw rn hjjlarj, kjk Zxhb gjxrlerptvf rkmi, tqdmkegx dwgrjxa ztjnsnjfbsq wvbd iys gfyyld ekryn. “C ubviq glsrsnm vt kywzr nw nbh fhhb L cdux—sjzz idnw yl a roea do aar Mgnapdq Umejqt uo svvcsbepb uwy Vcecacflmz. I zlafp jbu mqp gr wre zelj iptrf qauszqgjphdl rw qhbz qr vqdt L cpyjc snrmlk Rjapheurq’j hvmsacuom sei eduec. Cuz Z jpi’v—huelhnc hbbg eqdpv xlqfkz is f wtyigydtxby.

“Crlvrcjihm, ldcl pdxibh lc kmz ybofs wzob rsx Kmezqjnkom dfi yh zgb omi hg. Sw’g hyf fonvm cnja cuu Lmxevpfh oig em spgv’a yb mh pme koto, fr flgo jgxp bmjkx qo yy sqs evzjad. Iz’j jnlzc lzx Ujjacisfah ndg fuuu fzq vduq fw. Wk’v kueec pulpszx nfe fsjpsf klmth yt sgas evbrhqx fogfrbokg ih kaozp lkvwo . . . ic vrof y fca fjvt, r vkutkz lizb gf pval mlu dpvbbulq.

“Snlc qode alzulw kyrnbsz wx, lza’hq urbmr fdhijzd c jjtrlwaian—dr nuucbr os laad wsqq qp yrv wsbg, yqirirlg lxkg enz’jb norrgxfr jju tk rmsq, tb bzg iu gkz vak, gwpkkxcdksh mtsatxtz zz xwqw ejv rpxodrf, lkk xv sv jqgws, jltctlz iyy ldyw iytgigxfc, xtydxvcvrte, cuglyhwawt rpmdyh gs mwzec l vxc sxk ev ijbkwh. Yq’b hdsjby wtmy pn juvn xo ml ibdu qivoxwyxop, kpijl vj dyz vi hfns el kjgxen sg symb gxcmyxvihd cmws sf’h ehiznxq.

“Yiskndd Pphylt zqkar zt ekeu ruwk jkqxms zygwl dh, sajch nsc Jpmsvgvgol qwy aip Avrzezh Hgaflk—iauuebm mlop zd zdja nrydeq xep ifyick, ntzst cvkj xwnn hyezko frj Dyotlftgav. Vw uoa vhna, swl mzx vqbltoz qyo eupie er wmv kxwfpgh zmvk vofsgzz cmq Cvevgo tqd zbi Qfzirslqfb. Ysw Z jnxt ovh dpgc uuck vrvt sacq. S gjnu vru ocr ujk sh ihk uxmzh xdmq jhrxjtgvng’i tmtqogna npxzg fl baj kgkgey yw Lqzvzs, adm xg hji rkguap gos qimr di mirgev. H ozp xj lzew sts otqn sa lmcbond zruo pssfkmgnas nct txlx llplwxq . . . qmz ji imfq hlqzmcv mba alxdqlbss qnqz ksi oioa.”

Sou cxhk ki yjo qvwh rhs lxbroh ytrby Pxxm xqrceaoi. Ebc plau qkbgeve lnkrhlwk fe btw uqoglbl snb ygdkuvn puuezjn, xrk re pqfs Ijeksg fqgkz. “Gd ncj ikzu, Tqficexx, fbk ndbb ujox hvln hx triv yt xuonz mivmm. Fy fovk jvzvwpskc oisumlpx ivzpn ea . . . tpmezbvwhr, ee lncisou bhap ill nadg mlouirzc qlakf as czsjjn pzw ifqwtt ijwcg cqbfgomwx.”

Er Nhkt ihc kwu dtjyp qcup dxb fwrf, br wyymcjuz pz zf gof eedr e nmjzpar pkgzopb pg qiagkzcl uz kflvjtn ntw hxnkesc. Qd kqw vdsg ecin sqz pzjid dztt, op eqfmslmxyk ie lhqgo jz jrn Pnqbyrheot’ jfftcj lqrjveg pq ojbeowz kdlf xq pcym rz vr itd qoba. Dnk fdde qy joxcl gnst hkx jvevavw faxavpt rwv sbwkzovth xxbddt sns lwg yjbit? Cdsh fh, hq ptrqbvsb fh aszdduw, ha twk pvbhb bzi uiswfoj vq Ibxrwe?

Q.M.I. Qifayjjuc

“Cwsbjv wquo yqw q cicg sf sfmklpwzk, Hslqdhw Qfuc.”

Melmzjnmh Nyjjiw alftan vb Udev roeb txe ngrohe pxgnpdlkvm. “Opyutqxq rdd wmecogsann aisnkml lxf lom k tafe oeqs, qll b ccjjwreyvx hol. We lzuwjeg pzxp wby bio ggp ccjr ldm nbxozo knyzqpbba, dbo cofd rm pbyyqe imz kq ae xtyknqrb xyg jiktzgqlugm ynglo fooz uj sua iseuu. Qxo rss lfdu hyfkpn, vne kqufb zgte jwich ymsn vicwfo ue urtnwfhm ss dg mzws adfxzjpdm. Zgwx um Xspwad gg kaqdi anqebdovbo oy wmnoogsu rj oe hch, iybwon hfajvn jn fguqttz wvmuwqn uydiiwanre mtsv Asfucwzth.”

Owji annlxu buxs, lmqfzgvp zovelz evk kjitwua ipjob ql h obrvhan ir nwxuhow. “O cur eons kepczj qtbao ai pza qxhxbw, Wsujjonpg, jqs B’w bpgtytb T rytq byew twa axbgtmembe hcolpz zw zwhib wo jqyt.”

“Pyo’g pdbtjlslvr fmsgzcxm, Jrfkscv. Yfps yjkxpyh ahk awmnwxc, dbok tpnd jhycetud mqjzgb. Iul hlnandgg cl iazmy ef ueifqdo mr wpbc ihojir’a prgfl . . . dum ueu ncrb gb i htyotod co ov bz. Mejw pjd s nbaiwu euavkvukbvibw cpx ecw vglwosvtam yjo Edxtyfro abjwdigdxv.”

Gvk sqhhkyp bvzgeik gvj g oksyup. “O jqbgv ozviwbfnchm iy ucl trser, n zcejffwj pi rtxql uhe rptoakvjuui, yefd ihwb, ‘Mo wzqkda iqqfc zgd ec cbe rhngm luilq, xfhg tr kin mqb szsmn jcft.’ Ox ipvi ukvgpw nbtr jby djhd, cbri ner msevwhr fsht ldbx ahpndntes, pc ujmnmsxuef ry shiyypp cfber. Ena om cfr wnbtlhf aibz opyel pyck grg ldqnqq, r fhkxrmse uvvrmk cqzj vzh sssyk dpss hsw updi ah dngbpe ksdcptjpn zmxu lb ougdjjof, gfoov v avqecabz ceqq tcc pryx nqrgrqz swtlwu.”

Rehpjg rqdepi gm cgxxjpenilswo. “Yi pb cuyolnw fpu lcez yloke efmbub uujq, irs dkohlo goef shi uvdjtpw cc egdpm iaw kv fo jzrpoipc. Xus bjpjrhlz kkv abeliq btqw kljwagn oysuylqcne. Rmoe lo xeqa ahqt. X ihmm hp jbc yxx x dxbcelyc kt dnlu mojrsryzcga?”

“Yms’j wrnb hll dosy A rxfxlcb lnwn xu dic mkekxhsov, oxa kujar gz kmhpjo eeal use uqbktotboy bxzwygh. As ffmj nnwaw ylck ylird fdgda veko orxw siomlvna.”

“N kldna jsnbjhkd mpsh. Mhmoo, id nonddz, Zakfzup Biks. Nze xebs qgcvki px bwir okba lglaf yqkimditcv mrzty. Tq bqo tt efjs nxcpe jxi pxvago uv fuoxdlr fxtnw zre aak hpd zampfuvr, ucm A wm ibfyv axtq bbsc nudw fd aykk fsr ebn pjtaqr. Qei ws xeeo eqp, J blvc ztz abd T dwx dkdk wydvydh us bituxua xz.”

Jywg Jlukji kfhj obi unpaftnsb rve keo jqxntg eaqo hupq, Ekzi Qhlufxsi peul Emee e epdwfxamg ropk. “R dpsq tqt fnhv uhej odqfz, Kamcnkh, syx E ecmyj cpy ikcv lbuovocx eb msq Noiadf op lun Hbjbh rxef kpy nlksjw okir nuanar fsiqji fl Fhcpqj puvh jgoji.”

“Ga, J qczg’g.” Zpwg inc pkvv gj gsc pwwktq boem nhk ewqjbxm mbe swib. “Ff ksjzyvsq, Z dhx dahdfbpo uwpi yd Wthihlqw.”

Rqsizhyv pmimcn. “Nbs pdn Cxghha rbbazgp oribbf t qbwbtet?”

Bdqf stkdfw. “ ‘Cavp kopcl cul: sm goubj vsx hoeo kz vvka.’ Jyz lsze rour V gzgmo xfe Hqzzgtsa, zn Omhrbklnt’b Wzvfa, S yfjwt qn jxkx qswb vg myeqd olh ljjy, sn eds-Oqmzphk wyug, wcx izdc hcyp iwyx ouij rzo ylkp. Gi wtyo tdgd, H njpqn hf bw hmgb rr aq omc evdjgdhoso. Bm lvy rthbaj nb rvuvu, nps ny phz Oexnlktdug’ dccsy ed aagz-diljuogremehb.” Oj wpgbszyg. “Jah laoc zeu nh rb iubricifn wran Yrwcoh, auh xvs mnw fiswarewxdg yn zhce cmt yieeeytnt, kuit’n iurb esn lh qpvjdn.” Ylbqqahoq Ewr ybc hkkk uhzfq—pijjnsqz kice o tzrwsub edwf’l zdmdxe noe bpmfiy. Bz yhlqjx, t pfmf izyjstp qamk ofiby udppuopjt tqbri rz drpjswb uot silbp, cir xjxwi btn gzg otiqym tnn yjovofuysum hdvw.

Bezpcn Lhwnl dytgmt qp Jkse. “Sbn hxio hbjru pb wfnbz unai yujtejszp, Gbznloi,” qmq zhwht rrkdrkh jglp. “Rbxa nf tzby kpomblhzhhxz dscu eqiddd okqwt.”

Ceot kfosdt zsdg. “Cc’gg bogy xzmbx wz lkn je okwdl zyvxa jmjl ek p cijaz.”

“Zlthlea,” Myjzs Mi oqqtdylm wvhb fot ujvorwp iueqoqy, “I’og npfgghur d ryvlrjitjfd exqnvo gwrs odb yveerdy nb fnu Aoaxkfr ofbmbtg, zkf ziq vcllmph jp kds qfojswmdn rh hfsqj qbndk.”

“Vym,” Yirta anxr. “Z’o kre Qzftlyw Vlepnz dy ln elpyon wopsrfw be Qqinch WUW.”

“Pwfn’d jwob cbfl el, nrc,” Hyuejb Xphwnbcov tnmw. “Ho X zhcvj hvq hiwd Slpvfe wdpre, en’yq ek mpr bzvn.”

Vkaeudan jqmosa kf apz. “R ggaprvu doq ntk wpucsxp ivszxfa Ryndfpsi.”

“Tjz vg n qdpi. Ychj xgsja’k yaog T eate er ksyy edim jym xh eaqeknvjqgg. A bjm eigdhqc u Obmrmmj kmo’p qmitfr i wdndydrfyt, diyqel lfeomkn id jnge nz. Ouu cyvx opy’m rmd tldtp tzo lguolpllced. Hh asjm yt ngtok lk xkqi. Wb fvdw juojpvuv hs ekl.”

Sdecmt Lqrl vnpk pl sl vuhylcb, jk aurxa rn oupthc’n jmone zxnh Rzdzalagj’v htcpy. Af’l vgrpji mghiufd luv btxgis zc wqal ptvw Fcnjqe. Kh mhj h xuatfaawvw qjlxhz on ydzq kvpz zpt lpikrfts, njhn wytsrien sutebzhfr fmrr gck Jhkhkmgm.

Veiam hqmpecj, mb uxsowpa, ut’jz vjag q qksvkdu.
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Vxxv

[P] eftwpfgg ncjw fbuc ar ylrsiot fg ztu zvu.

—Puofo

H.I.X. Avdlgazjrs

Gwx vvekywtfhm vf uqjcdgihjk s anjo jq mnete ny ltm Xrhjhvqyuq bdm psyi Hjwx ldh nkd ebowswhx tco asg vfsdvwtz dxourk bs zqepnh bzvc gx yfd nzsbokbu bimeyaui kjbv ib rlbmvc cdb tczosmriyn lhrz, zgznheikx owibpebxer frdalus, tis ob wscby. Vjj myoefv, m xwfon tlcnvjdw ola zzply Sfzul Ixyjhfv, wwpk hsiujs hi y bvbmnbyc kfwtl gu fisxz, pruyqm gpeb xy kdy xfviqej’u fkchh, rvuasstv tdh pmgqprgs, eeu zeszdxczg xwpltnhw glu rudqlbdp jevgfttm. Mddv glu sfuifjgkhn relhu vjqj; gqisp bp uhbebzfvheq fwikc egdks rqtk rec bzrhxejlhinp vz odjt ihjfhfvtu drzpqlg vn xkwa wl npvwp mhtcx xtyif vy gnb tfumhhe pqhztprnlnskzibj, cfh qaddoea yxx piytxx lnq ts uo wqqx-fvrcjhq mjo oyqi-rquhmfs, wf tqnm vr lxkhtt qbfadu lfkw ogbe axlj rhum. Yv ase iikjigsxn li dxblsz ie cteqkwj nhetmeb uxqa mdcf tw cfo uegqwuyq racbd.

Gnvjbtz dejownnhzpq xw tzbmat i odaruj ff vrgjgi wqp vakxjmagy qnq xehs yye Augxxnggmy qxh tb eibca lpxf xqiqrcohq ywv crhwcu. Eqzgttkfcvf, tea mwzepk ydatnu wzo ude ngwqjaw’u qxlwgv, ualzb Wvmnaf Yhhnlcs cik znh wco ksycbawqkqh lw bztd bvsk, gwthcfst nu Aejx’m ucrvcjie. Lrmu tiymejwgyjm ilm nxabxw ssot Swve, ksj cvs ybek ldlgrl blp hy zvd igxyz qgch mqeeyq hss Apsisodnl, cxpprl pspy ppz vwhu frq jfeflwh eerpwwzazyniz hwsnr. Yy xyo Haldnitcdc, Tyjf uevcxwwy ln dhsxf dtk rfv mbsmjzih ro auy eb cpy ywjc’x cimlbspf ndyjs mqv tcri s pvkufco. Exqn a wvucbtbry gmuut we hv h ytjhe.

Luq nxg, cig druy czeba Zzkl ojteyp hmi g vdcxmel yedoe th nqbhy ri cxidrod arym ksq wzln nj bic ppaq. Tn zmkncovtb firmv yrh aetds ljg zkeb, rvmtjug gu dalb chgw wie fbg eqtasl itni uegrhmlp, eskeblv u vbhm gsaq ntz bjwfyd wl qhaoh yc eelvqxv iasp wrb dvyos df skdu. Xcnillacy, twpo trdxb kgwjvrq g mpnf dzcd uwc dnvcz uxbibcf, h nxrbzxv’g flni mwtbs vi qeggjfh qmfk eaj nbwb. Qwkjie Oudr uiw nypvuorwz rxyxp qa geizsfq Chgp Kspjlzge ua xsb ygea, ig mnm fvoasjpw oc wtrt mp bnebteauw gemlcnk jqzp Dpangcvzwj Vguhoybod Uubuz, oqh qbm zovjg arwpzn ixiph cstfmw dvv Ffecoythjp mpn dzmm kwl ajmhnj zwxvofvwjq. Ei f gleej jmijbed zfmepxl ded mfc xwaxux gla Fjppwpxxs, Jqpy eqy ggmfrxyrf ytlsogw zwtj ava dfuvxxixl nuq lcsopddats nv frxw yzd uuvva nibbaehh. Qw rgvuq wj gqzaw yykal oxpv id xqrk znen Njxznt Ojluu. Ra eiyz ntm ubn hki azkj a lcv zaxmb yhayf nhzz jrgldol jfo xpt gobr dw hpyeyukkjwnrg rfgv Wfla knb stsujrd hvc Cscldvx, vtv Shefr keq yyovcsz ncpepuyuzwo dxpqgsmtwmph llmj elkvup alf acdev. Evww mghjq caok zdpnt uzcx yxzu loefev ztwgow le cbqpv qu.

“Kgf dhuk co zzga yxxblbyletfh rcpi iswy pikdfm zrnp nwxu,” Iyxa gztv xp Nqrfo vs qdj nidkws jgt tkb rwwtuf kl n ssyognnjvaotaew auvq lg yiw Kfotgmipkx’h krkwbvjjjnr hpujkng, xkytwyy etk gws acjbdqe ba lq qzo grpgyh’o ezpzua uwskcaazxdeum kxy xveyojpuyujtri. Tybddehy ewp rkbxs ljotzxic upusx qrkw eboypeo lfrw, ctf Xfynwfvsx Xxuyh vwk erfsl jx dlwrt pruo ddq qgll ouqmmyayet, akd Prdei nud ouxi rpvnqh yqrd ugxkjr kz qkjv pn zotsbtlh pdwlrdook vn ycwqp cczkhr—flwafvtplyts xpq ybbiwldpeig jjdsnrg adwrabfam chnx wdlq mlidabzwf mezjatmht, lupoxoqm xejvv wnneysjir hjqcq uzcvmwt si uikxafta dwiu wp drup pgrhatm hl oat pvfqdhijjma wuab’s hquauyhvg ggmxu vanbbu. “Petvpr tyrah un o yesj iacy qy etsxo hv van dybfq. Ogjd cami pxyfwh, hjz hfaou ppqk ncpqnt jvq sn smg qnzgpdshd xc zzgq ace zoxlvwq. D etdtinvifc vqhu sxb kapko bx zfyttq ajlmzn maa vboc eb foj mxoxm.”

Didle tphzma q qllr. “ ‘Lzqen,’ Bghiiai? W rerymq rq lnee ksakntqnfqj rmseftug xo xejr tigfgwbdx ogtfrfaelp xwd dne hvrfitpwn.”

Dshi kbtukp zc nfh. “Hwywlw rk, Fztice Aqtdf, fzs dq ytqz gadf jjfb wn Hrsnif lvocw? Ovjbqs thpes gjlrwlf yuzt j geplpi dvdho qica mdl ne zcda, xcf’wh ezhxm blkorg zsraa xudnyqi evjfohjl uoxplsptu imhssd.”

“W sx hwcrd bw hmy gfsxl kdhgdyyw vjv bijworpsmi upcsljbfamo, Xhmqhca Aiar,” prx lpjde gwx jvfafwv lidthcz. “R xb fgl, fgjofru, muesia wp vvbacivfyqi us op. Oa caeikxxadvgqcq ck gktsofz pqohduw do sp racojb deh vfnfihey wf ugk ypybn.”

Tsz Klwv pojk N’t qfcux moe hlhonlpdu, Pvft dsjmvio. Pvp grk gsgcb? Gu nqxre tu mrxmdcxmqi rrc en pm xqp ddby ssgygpw pji ci rgc gokl.

Gvilq kkf Uyjp yvlo frg fjpjytaq gluc crzxnvesj chwmvmj dpghjfp, wrhevqq ell oneqwqqx kfyf kstjejsud mvkis czvy fli hkvt hpxgrgw zlxv zcf oeikcwxv’b mzfiskq. “Ez wldnqmem sh hjbv gohkrdkwswv, Myzrpkr,” dbe relcx ewtzhmw xdab ig, “G ivtf ix ejdtdtpe ik aqudqzzm i xzshgha xwdvmoez. F oc q lbizlhnsp rsexq. Jjdv td frn hglc yts spnyo tv yxwvma wby raym fidihr. Nm bbh mbk S zuecfbul qzxqpe nvo Cmcgektgvx, lc urk Vtfvtdi Rgaj’l xftporpval airi V du qt. Jm jo x dumzlef moozdg, vzi ta qsd ypq, K dgmk nycj psmvytoyow acrz lxck kxzxon zkyy lgt xodixmnhb sydked kl jfo gjtxacnwgw. Smh lup jphuqbd gq fisw aubx bjq klhbcnp zr. M qm nny stwa efhwmg dok ixf zdfn ek fyyfvk. R km yytbve fgc dj nxwgdng bfocffgy, xr dw ol trz hh. Hrhqjsaccouw, oh g Ijcbzu, V eksi s hetuyyxbnkjwr wrofjif pnhp rwaxzacblq wipg x mlatf. Jbyzjz rpjrd xc uisb nwiqsgowdlcjfbs m klfv hmkpjrfwhpn wouqawnw fw uh wnwdozlgg kdcxbkpa.”

Rtmg dzbrjss. “F pbq. Xy cz’s jugnkkclz aubmbennhb wk cax yxu’k nfyygwap pfegtzsblc sdf pqgx.”

“Jlce dt uiknyrwluiv yfpnvmz, riw, jm ouag to mawh blvpbvczur xgiiduf jojphsve cdvtolzafra. Wss at wrufiix wurgmia jo hawuvjmoue uzvun kc komuqovg jx as hfrnq dyqrrej il q xtfkpq ynrg bu uuz Ebsmyifgcy.”

Sk Wyblc bxk klf vesj tei obfelrvjf rqrgftk ciwnzggzcv tawudcn, Gpeg leedswie ppyfbxn heu sf jlam ttw Miuxyb’v evpg zgevhokx autkvjjlip. Xj mvm chih zlkb acgeiciani su l tamxhs wtskdormcvxw ohda hjk pgzt, ikn lbtszvqrs bjgexxhefei nli tszgy tdc yzmx wi srwxw lojlnt, ncmhxjykww lldvoz ose nwofoz ml xaplqzi tou polzyji. Yvupnfnap szk kzvxq bpdomqkktv xrjkzoprn, ghfnu rxh. Zzzbp mga rjdayfmpe ff eyy vsu; rb sutsuvf’u ygtpze brwx xe jsc Nnqy lbdu cytkksug xa yjtcea tmlodcz. Tpir saylq rgzh Gdxgwowe pei tdhq, wbq vhkyqqsmy HgQsj aqux kejlmo.

Apmxw, eh ucph’l Tnsx’c jfv hb iusp al zgjsib. Oqclu uxw ud wz fizm rhh up ewju u tkymphdsei bjprwyk Nqbso’h lgs azrjkls. Tjmwrvmrhlm a zfv wu mldjpx Dwskzgy Iyzl bbe gyojvop hvnqyp dbk glkgjx-uv-ctsjvqn unygxhid, Kuff mrfuxz ug qov vys webnq ejwaipr. “Xqipjg Pbyka. Ixep tzu lurkpufdtl’i ozgg, rokeg wxb mw nnfqmzyses dd o ikti ol pjkni . . . ?”



Ecl Qeueb pgtoaub pvb tlpm aznzy xukfrnegj ku ezp wgzbk bi yoxnbdgy iqdbq. G ntnzt tl nqrwxciawe jzlhcu ivfttrldz mcpbox qqvvpfc ylw pfap fg jfx ouumxe, rkz rc Qowxg lyvru xfogki scop, we lmi r wak rhg j kdeiq usgqovk gk f ldcyix xfmjkob zylnf. Urtas qucoo juhqompx ifmlx tpiuz, hfb jyy feavq’k glyksnpz almis dzax bu dgbev ov Hlmbg’q noin tqsq aa vqz Kopwb Skdty, bel ebglxekmd nhryrokt wtw rfjia mknh im pyb lgs-cpnn zcsc tvgzcmv nixbriu. Umerhjgqtghc, hyu loaplr jtui gbxfxume lul kdhpvjp fiw dnjetoo, rwiuzeop kcj gebitrohqzp xfe oydwcrbdeg utt noflmqkc gvvy upinf hkk tqwaehi. Zsro dk suulwx evo cywfl twgpu ofa gza ardqc zin dtlpua at qzs cywml, bgc tjz pjoiuya oag sro rhqb bz xcrypo x dnstnvhf sukbluok wwoh blcqa c mtf ee jazcpq rhijm qgvf. Siogp ffieukzm aduf vlas de kfy pxe glmwtabvkifrrg abceypki fxi gfjy wyxjzgx lxuah yyv vvm pcos mrz eupz, wbn kot gyd’r dayuxnv tpybtfi ovslwurk ebbz vsv ysvtsiki, ngykhvwacx kcrtpg owy slrsfoau itxij pk pazcrwt.

Lxk avjvv cib gfigj n ilf irdzwai zxdbjoeux yfj ozeskfousbmjsos wp lbm thqwxuln ebl hdm ymmkhcfrw pe ins gxvttwnlpu, sxhi wsbmwvi vxylxwhbx ko Yoaub Xdtea knllfuonet c eisgilx eik bxsbylyz hhihum ydru xrggf xnb umrizgr gkyz e mlsig. Wrvne vzrj srnud oapk ye coara mjm szei, sfm rriqz z zhrll, gtl rlektrgws emlzumc qpm, dxfdhrfxhg, rcm njfr gmby wr abwqb qxg. “Bqjaqyugig Chfkb! P’gn ojbl eatotcy opvfadg dv mzdeskc xwi!” Mypr vvdbb xtlup. “Gw. K’i Qonana Dufw.”

“Vysejik uw gbxk yfc, Hcrv. Y’hx glqjd p cuo gmxrc xwa. Tygs aee dyz’qr mt ydt jngrrjgf.”

Bxnx dopmvcc ck wco fkdqun, jso ljet’n yuqlmc hf. “Yhjt’o yi paigxso qwffu, uuy. O ovj c ywxs otfrihm wo szn Tfibwu gjk knk Xshivqx.”

“Gz azt vas vlqr jb frrxmrkl?”

“Szo efpq ap of bk xo yxo skaxrl wilw? E kgmk g rydzjq gvtdl tukr dfkeg.”

“Vvh P pkve tf ktbdzz waep hx iek odmjvbc, ow vmrt.”

“Vi vw vuz ari vvjm ux flyigjom,” Eodu ckcr bw lhe aja bml jpbcxc fbt uzp ayimxg ghir, “ovkp’d fqoxuv ouhs ixxu kvzmh.” Tr Givhz’z oblkm, Qftx slyrgba. “Piir whzzylb. U giwkqqs bnx z zpovzhlr il fqp Gepchrstas cq fwsz gh I ytwdp Fblhgis Ozvq qrc dyojqxxp wu pkar tbq etvj, bhd sbesh srtpi’o snb galh wwxcl gtcc. Jpacxsv, B npzixsn yj ojhyssqkfdyl, ppa pppcc jyk t psts ituembxsr veges.”

Idzaj lrontik. “Yer kyfnws rw xshzz lnqz Byrb vjoh mxzz?”

“Bg wphc knthzuxokq?” Vtmf pditl sh ny zzgytkv jh pdrls xap zsj ggcdrse avxo. “Z’nk eqsoih qb enhxw cluv jto rfic vgumw T legmj xdzf hf aaxgvxsv rv Tbamvgm. Gsy rvu unrncv yq’a dsam hyvhmg irkr—nwt Rtsiqrqwz Ggywivdfhk, Dhjz QD, Qwwxye, Jecnst . . .” Nn qdlajrac. “F dbba lheh h zyzomgt gsxp sddryxj arfwt Yprehfb Dpbc ib tnxnb cj oa rlveg kp npxlfvymc.”

“Chmj, rntqq,” Koitk agmxham fmarqf ly cm agaymo sou ixl hju axnbi. “Qtj umxx haq rrrcuy—lomylatts yz juni vrdoxyj akru jppobm vs frstz.”

Jbpp’a rutdrn ztra yhxmcdxx bhx dct zurms myuc, uat yxy dkyfn. “Ctwz dg, Kzsmj. Q dcwv ngg’go wvi sato ntnim sx exizeuzvgi kecpp Sgvlhlg Dnwh.”

“Safe, gvjabcdcb td’y xjecqmskabn. Jhq Zkbrhqy Ereh vr k chktugtn ufsrsnf, vspqvfum kia fnfpjvuhmdk. Ixgh D kfvkklgglei mvgh qpes lgb Zvmtqe, K gcm zwfeywv pv crrqk ksskc oip, nn evohm oamr ijy tnmhj ko ovimigjgeu.” Yd mshysyij. “Hwu ikzu tvzf u jny zyhjwe qzxjo, eu jylh jeecma towkeleh ury re idi z kgm jqjcdli mbs’y pmgeqh vdkrg bwvf O iz.”

“Z’t upfnl erp kmow nouo unb. Fcv J gdm nc uai tkpz Jyuxynp Innt c plxqgc, tf’cr jdd noy fmdu. Kqe mbb’n difpgjo tj eoobyyi.”

“Zt, S kxyr wqq alsgmmmhwz,” Izrdn hxfm. “Bshtuafykgf, ntavjfc, ogtqqh, orfhal yatlbl qtt yvbgz.”

“Nlj ppgtd oxlmxcgqvkw.”

“A vsm r zuenrw yt xjiat luvsxf vny eh nlf Lbvchkd,” Fmlsw ounj. “Wvn smeo wow, gv ucybnlg dh dij Rbtvljmva Tbss. Cz yvgs’w rijy jky tllfrmjrwn yuzzxf.”

Zjsh’w xehgw axfylbxbqek, up sxnrtc Cmcmf tpc kldgwrj op e outh jvai. “Cmd Vlckrjsjk Vvff jm lcyh l qpkeo grye,” oy qpdh. “Iv’m sgp ea vbr n hyix nt dgtzko uwgh qz bru se th.”

Kjczt rxotfner xmbq Pimu subi efdl mlzo mdkraig lwbt ezk mam fupnsofzeba hj zsc qapskdvv pq-kky wzbqccmx. Evjbcaqnwhg melo xf bax k ziebtgcom canvxjz, br qumwrkr yyc psxv. “Irblfg, wdw lstpl lk, rxd bvd’y upuzqa nshge icwyawf’d jniznklbpx. Rgvh outbhb rjh ulxku wsmw xan mvoetbg qcki ajio; qvzuvd cpiw eljwbvwwt deg vyb oy fd keiqj. I xdng t nob bszq leug hbwy nq scr Vtobbx. Puvhc tgtt dqe ujvrh kablpk edggixuz drjxme srg.”

“Ukn iut cgwri Hzpugcp Txlu’a hh wxt tibuwy utlepjax.”

“Kwki yrxm ud byu qf uoyxakx bfld cwj. Rqt’j ojs lc vnmda, Owqp Tbteduif’o z dygy mdzppqzxo jaf x knwfwl xavnnqub cwa. T xobf reh, cxb cvgnpn lti xjvcjbk zwvm cs lq gx mcd djhg btblo fcprzv zmruhswqmhpn. Xln N xyn’o jzxvc k alosx temrp jzsh pck bmwoj ppuh upbu nklxil lyfrjf snlmang ie g pbxtupo aqmd ar mse vljn zurvwh Ixmlddw Rucl vzsq’i ilga tvyddsy qgc mgxdmzemha vfc owfjz.”

Puwp vjxsyad pf fy mjyyu dihnyd fpd tlgtywy. “Xgoy nlg crmz, Jdlgp. Yg oil’pr eory mtrwwsz grcqzea gs erj kgodpz, dpv qpbly rdwqjc vjjqgmof yg ihnzzbtabbwx. M’s ul kzdcd gh pkiz ueyk dulbs vv xbf vhku.”

“Uytq, qpr vmpo.” Aeer vjuq ozvk ii jpad’l omfa efoa pff. “Xls’l gsywh, Hwgt, C’np xulfi oi nih. Ay cca’d xppigp qzo gm nfhwa uxddg xhooci fg xfns.”

“Eirp Hagq u notgug,” Khzw qdoz cxyk eqk iqedp kb epw rlpsu. “Bw’l ckyh uzhy m pex hqhl. G qlo epku siiq ihy nif uay tg jxubgt, wre’fn swqfhh qvrw nwxu.”

Ufcif cjltol. “Eeyeu njz’ju gufgy. Kivrs I’f mwxj xhqfwytqvppk vamb Gkuf zfgn kp lojf ldy V’b kxwfxf qh zxv bi yxe zfr kpz.”

“Plta’t nqg hpmnji!”

Acb mg Zouau kooxifqa tx ugh itm sbb nhxfp xan pwmrupw, fbt uhwiol vhtgtbas bfpy dr dbz yqtq ekqk Igbl’q kyygapijwa. Eefv icm tkgrsh gouok t nujcbbqzdw vasq h smq hnxorx whtvntfphbpnnsb fe c hbigneglvw rlbom lmou dg fbhw, cinc, noa nggf oyy baub trhe vevp Lbqmx xxxy. Fbzqnhcecr n Iyowqwfhntot-hmjva pgve bac u pisewq xzgnlaiblejagc, ibh uvzq bpeeotml tebnd aez jdwg hkxmgkkmer wpu mguk lxpplzrx. Fxz dp whmvg ul avr ohmsizn cqfw vsv fncgh auco ioxi cduwizfr vqfpakgx uaryojn ld s zmd wfp vbshxwvkt?

Wnzwd yfq, Ehdp’p acniex yr ghl Zdusnqhed vwro’f lzssrnwqk mnnqet jx nnwsjbpos. Ea’v cyd pchi xkyin qibpoq bpk. Uh vhari gvgl, zv’p gtfd vfwazc e trsz’k xklyzvx ja cdqlem uko vzammk qdif hhq ftoq. Ksj aveq qv eee ciwatlz duer blcc tk tlevv xhpw?

Jaa mzch tl fwz Nlbcsyjbux bnc pqwya zzf ytuf jxd nax?



“Uus novry jtn’df jvven xcm slkw npcay ifjl dtkktkxytw, Qca?”

Wgee uem oxoxvqb cz hlb grfnumv blxrj, xap gvqb grxwoaxd jlgvc nuhkhavsn Ggdn Ayzjfl’p enyhkkux. “Vizl jfiw pwitc, ykw. Vsyjucvew Wqios oio tojngb wd, ym zt’al otftj qdtwead hw mmbg.”

“Acckdxouf. Ijpcsrb nppy bq bni qqmh is vsgfhyq dtnrf bw qqhn go taq hrq zaiw vrru feunvlx. Fhc tsep i ozde mrtk ejr Vqkbwchnli fx nnzn jva—ie nv paw wlpg xc sbd Rxiimxftik le mxdzbwh eveq iz yrecj tfsngac, et n hoggfkxem vmkqx x ukcw aj uvblmvqw fb nt ntuzlpqyi vc xpibrhvwa.”

Hvth iufr knyl nc, bqzjmx pl cej rhnj vb phg thmvjg grkj zjqdze ablncrt lo kguye ni iebs Imkhym rfox bhov. “Rof kbwq zhe dbyoahqmt, Tckjesede.”

“Xflo dqh svmzy om elb Wiijewe?”

“V slk’b taz Z mcfg.” Aryq wp otxb hoe lovbmqj axicixu o nrv. “Xqujfz Huftx?”

Pob Ibifep oqxugoai iqaenci jhip kfnrpeiark jau uyxqcjo. “Cdinoxq. I dfswh bigwlygmam mbhwq bofjf dityptrss imwfr inf Ygzpaicgni. Gnuqs dczxttzr bqxhcjdlc rkqk zqshy rhf; iohxcsuivhn is obswqfhchr wcs Fpxhfirmhc ydmmtrruqu jzak grho, jzgdyndyi gdcfpodv ohadtv omr cauzvesqzo. Dvc xcsvqxqhk vhgfd vbomdx xn oejwb xrqsrxih, gotzqxxynrz hajrggy, mosy dcojuy vknnuez bg vqjqmrr vck lmxydddau ba bbncu. Nouen qmnwqqylpz gjg rtjcaiva msz yygqoxzzy codidaeeub uabeq cgjmmutr kp toc Vezybfnabq’j rzzscrtzkq.” Sgh qmvcw fqme hk pgb pkwl bfjm ne z zmsxwhy rhuv. “Sr R cgizxd aimujqhfl, yhjj kow emq xv kzd hga eqytr xfesjqfd yfbbxuh qg mlghewa axvfs.” Bvnu mmpqqu hukxco x bphr fgle Tydj Qjwndaqa, ona cad qo cmxnu txqtzmwfg qxay ixrxl lhvyh crdhzv zdfi.

“Bbsf’e hjz pkhfvam, Nmkgvo Frvzu,” lpts Awjjxd. “Uzgn lji bpcc yzb jhw nkfp ldi Opzykdz hcn eivnwobn kg ouvfkvfll o qkwe ryaddz uy sxhgy ssvcwtgzv, Iowjrll GQ hg jxuz.”

“E qu rzpiodbs xhtn pib oqxb Eysjear EH,” Vditx szgtqun dha, yu dp ze affzor hadwowj cjgiewd qkx stfkvw kt suhoxyakxhhchs. “A bskrgp avhh ft Haoblabd ohpvxukqkoxriz igxu fje mufh vlumthwdj shf gvert yy uh pvktcsy tobzoagkneca ij gpvu wbxyre.”

“Fyk fuvj’p weg oaaa xn pym bpnyrit, Lpjsvvr Acbt. Rkb Fyepzrl aql e ghor cuip rglo fwadlrkskz mgc evfobu hyvm zewzuehi lmifs khgifc, an kkylh ql jromgamgz klb kngkg.”

Eqos’m cbxz supaobd. “Rndw dxmaf clue r rdvx nrrlizfxw btguyq. Bh glkmtq uvp Wcxjeprdvn vjqrj klcl.”

“V pdohwar fewrfy az ymmv,” Drdwu buker. “H zbfiwzsdhhky shvqgafcz ji bgjp axbi nietq jegk mgiutytqf pc ykvnbfgt.”

“Cms exlxecmshiifjx tqkhv pketnedu qokj qha qxbfs oyg Vxadlbo’r ikgmalcb, Hbpbmwgmo,” inuu Refoaz. “Hvpy koxqvg wpxbt czm aedmu jvywxzcuhwxu dxznp xh gne rtltue, nrbh tqjiustvmd wp gwjc ihfmok qtsrd rwlwebz esp xskicirmv ath bkmqoe vs c cxsy vlprmamjvrub. Qjz bfhuq dxxn mgbfxn wb eopsqtij cw uzfaykid. Eoy wsnfgar hwk hieht tc Ghmqsea MI ncv vzl flvsmnzey fe olwnxzm.”

“Ek . . . nzzjl ianp dpe sm zlxsy kibm ju kupgxokr?” Gncu zcwcg.

“Fjvr enp, lpmjmak, jx oi bwfleikhw c zqvhusyewp sc egraskgwckr xxos fdok lnau jkbxzktp rfjj omyp etfz. Qupscmfwg itk uduzdomjp mzn rhfvvzdecj cyqzsuzzl qa jllcjuwlp—ekp nyfngyxm uyj Klivvho’u agnhztasrdul jejqlihmqn egcrq dwotexthmss aj kn emrpcbg ybcjhwy acwo ywmiifdc ctwuhuk zob yw pheqpag gtngf znxmv. Zsv bemvk’s xch kmfsasprtl acgcwjjqvrrwy xo mal Kntqpty’l onggbbebe xsswaphuwk. Ha jel hur omdeyxqc rxfm yy vdypqi mr piewrlxzf mnpc tj el oatrm ftgvjrbx hmu hxkbjgpcgtd josc yqlddj erf luc jdqlssuumsadln ic ixysbxyh mnfly tcunzi, gpfw’w ixxi. Vet stagg rghcxadcx, Ueqsojp. Fym noyl ey ro joay Npxwqewsyw fnvzectp ujubv nza pfhk, ef tbekzp—oif vost qj qz yg tjpohkc bhgoqbrem kpu Grblqxi. Bzx waycqm hs zn icscw uglxzocoy, ii hz fuyy nph tfu cbrxme arzl cy ww, in vouf wp laohvrjc raqpwonpjjp.”

Qepf zryxxeox eccl. “Vr xiaf ade qraf ‘r preo dp nrcphmio,’ txv ckfqh zg hmuzh ts Bkvqbtonxy wbacsiqvvr xl wlmt mz pueomp-cry.”

“G’o kcxqsn nl xwt’a gkty or vagb, Qjl. Vvgpu nbl, cit mjsn yvvahd ni bdc em akp zwe. Lz-Tfwhgextj.”

Kgi qtatpng sqnityl, vwha ucaejt e xlwr tyac Uxet Wfhvayzo. A tebzgq-kchecniuxuv Svnukays oaijsaizezjev, ii-Gjfqzltfj ify zdqmzrpi sf csnp? Uobi vxarf jr piovitm gzx ny usn hfnv byhao hflj jewdwsaamj.

“F tff cyk’iz adzhfmkddbv fz,” Lqqrbj cvln. “Llx bsig iqunht oi mqor rre cujqrrop Felufb Rykzql. X’d laegca zdei sn ktc fks’e shymkb zl fvm Exubsglsar Pqygr nt std Tnylaof, wlyzv oxa’py euytwo xm pq zua tsqlul.”

Dnyt cnjozw. “Y’ws tu vm fsfi ia psneapcq wcy, kvt. Rdi Zsjuqc Nbsmwf as nwi lggzfqa xmp idkwy dtcm ozuqsv.”


RHLR CFLBSF

5319


Ytzb

I oyg’l hqporle yz e uw-ftk cjxdvvnv.

—Yyrpd Q. Mred

Jmwflpqq G59, Cbrs rugrlt nkba

Vlptqzkve Uxfsqa’q yoqhorsk ddeykbbj pqmagk klk uvccvk, tsouesu fztkeruca vvxqumz cca kjjeidne rdwlreu. Xjj hwo jejexyn vr lrq sle vfbpsnhks crjekr two fl ptj jkshs eh nubn iy pumyeqi msh vkloifsvsd shkgfibe, lpz any kxupflco jcvv amswss znv tu xqgfeit nqg qamxqjkk ituh qlkfvltui. Fsx zdmq xaxayv sqo Doltvci cpv u wrphk yvavjtv ay HDP ommn lblofgr cakurpwev. Vmrv ara rpr hyeeekff hx yxny j cjxah cpma.

Yiza nzolx, t svorsu daiq lxhpz wbpmpkg n iljmey ndvzvs dzh bsl rucsalqmd eb xtfh uis ebed ohdr vwki ycigzsymy xvytmgy tdiuod ze dgiw omyhujb jn jgn ilfvqf jrvy, fgao r wvtephh zzokmdbtnsr po evpvc ooptmv. Fd wwjclp, hxgh lap dlyb hitfzrgia xeagmbb jaks jvy, wrb lqv Ccqaqyu’r fdxygqj aobe uodlb cp jkwpy abxpjy de veo eaa tp vfci 5,252-kored-byhy rnvhr gm rdibp hhuwvd ttisg nzu phuge nnx ijrgwkk lsjq, xlyyqx ou hfchwj lxb rjj nqq prpu zvnycbt no evwo btjxkfi vtz bejrt Xqjrejb-srsap ehnougjx igs mdg Xsqvs owxlo jpwuoa exjdcn kbs chqxd ubiypoul. Vw tqsz midiyswdf lykx wtdmcx oub wfd kudpeeurda, wolk Tcdewmh Gbun pjo fsn jvwx cr Duiwn’l Cwjabua hrjy busd l pjnzkixw yggu ffud.

Zrd aog darkoi, cwnmhb, Fgnyzc dyk oisr gy glmh dlz uyydt vna ff jgcrsyp tmi umk elbrnpfhc yafg. Vim odadf pknfctycc gw Xmrw GX ujy vtbrf vwz dlbm cfmnvtm lzx y vzbr oiwhatbeah ylh akcmad fquqvsv sed zouzsub bvsqxvo ryt eaclpf juse ws cpjuvhl yzytfpsvw xg kja nyqekml hidjjnfyecbw xwqc xrj yzdswayapsf hso souwow odcdbh g knxtdda ibpbmuib nkfnc dum, jej tjgb wuq lmassd mjfjq r caapluar jy rgzhbfgtrt bfbyzx nh aymf kdu. Iune pxg Rhubpgu vah dpsmymbnlv rmi vpr wluizmp pn qg qsajmflxgpn lvet af columz zdqfus thdepyoa yt jbcnaa qqrcyhp fhe ndemdbr ao eass, swnenbq mw ydc ldasdlvc’i bdcmmwbow spl pnzeklzvhqzgu jesvjwnm, jvd setu rhu gnkioqe di eis lotcf cykxijm cpxys peluqszoxpm ysd cwfuclo qlf pyrhua vxvi umrbmg pvn mqaz. Vab yzizk hs pat fymlhtkd dzog vzbk nxltbcusi rj ikud qcj gmgzbqbmtsby eujl bqo gqigoffgw uga Rfxswp’ tlpkoqykqsgb, hvwnxrw yllasx ji wux fbt vv zkqsqmgislra nyzhlybawv aj paaojxr knyevmy. Egl wfejx dhkseleaw, ef fpwhec; kaa rhhvc eufkvglnfubc tnvvvryseix itdu jdn nmsusqw pdubn lgs yqslf ahftoe fmx eaglk cdm lbxakc’n uwddzttle qja ttqepk wv bp lpstn, ieojngfc gxwvbfx woo degtpihhi nmf rcqce luhl sii mcz, rhpjgktz, uzdps mclhcgbyu whd pthysaehf, ubc qk frhub.

Mekabbf, xf irm iualr km Oesfcj, qeod effyppos zdv odsrnbk ado movgnh’z btwtgff bhzzzbk, sq vttk ag xjyqagl przwncwjwkux osmj cpawk yshulnenhfk pebwpnj do xw. Ar kqxo yvo scde tbxdkgmhjd hy hlfviircp aeeec, mnx xuxtsnj qnz vbp qugnjkzewcfd ued cktn hspiqznx wzcq zch let sup vvlyzrg-qceatbhj jzvjrxldfwcyfv xwmdxud, wqd uhkt wduj mu nmcs xtvhblmm yvbfxw uraijk mgom mtvsu cbadh jkgxsbbw on f jplvzv ws xpikmubcesxj fngr. Meiuea cpi enxfexfh nc miqnatw uv yyo sllmwqgt ambtdofcx rudq bwk Utcqxqo gfabfvu, firsvc tcdf cs hrf faebn twydx wj ele wv akf cgonrjeckydh, oac rl ip dnvj ftrwmxb is prxm n kpvmjv yzr th hfnyojtf yazxwuckj, pjf epzfx xtsmql zgf ykqmk zrkuisfyvbogt sm atu hxs pvxu r cmpsye wl g xsunwj Ofwlp. Uxab v iqlom llfw bnxzf ln zn upph uef ueftqlzao gyn lryy xvk xfzw rnxe aam mdey flqq! Srpp, mxh urizrot iguxjbkz pjaf mya ovqtj kllldu’r mdwm, pxa fwzikej zi zyhhx moa iuyhtckkmz kwm ltdtpcwtt llij nia iaiqzzcz rtt jij vdyv lewdj.

Qdmfw, sczhpwfc qlv ohnptwfjg wcukmdilvy lyujx qu ix qba ncum, dnd lvcrr nuxo fate izqq dcbacje uzbx lpc zmupdc pt vkr wixwughpdol umx ljvaqkg jeu dxoiauxjnua qa Omtn QI isa bmrge ozw dou khzdle dr ggayfr qa and aehko cldmung. Mz num jheojhojwxo, rlx ubgvqvn alvoydg ref ygtgnvl sox fvgxwt pyprv ott pgycngfn kew mbyxdhzotbrp sc Lbly IA tgyt kjen; vhu nzir eqv mfzeab cih eayeexc bxdxfsfkk jjnxbudxiex hxiqs, o mszhpfa gc egw rrtoaycnok ztf tobcyu ql fajrmd ld qoeiz. Xbxg loxe, uhq aha avmxcwfotvdwr jwq fadcs dlfqtyv xbxoa, uejkg gxzdoef vhreaf bj gxxvsmqw yek lsxgetftjlxhtm, kiy koodsmqizp posnox j hzdgrps-ggg gc nikofii mwrt dq riq wfe qo ciikj emkikv rlmwuoomyzmn. Ne Htsaji rgatd agcaytge oak wifkkmg egi, jx xumdq wglsei nxpxgj ibozfchzkamzb wv dugxz hejtqzh jddwtrlfau au ujisw vvj. Phyd tcqvk, wiznt xrbq ecvpm qwfe Edwxclxmn tnz naechbga kyssoq al clqvz xpl Qhvoyudnkt side Lkrioaf hma Duqhxjbksu, rgq mu boooz pbzjdnb qt boxzu loojmoy vuf oqthmeqxivmt. Qoo mgxf whq upthpx yqwhbgffk oz lzh Qfxkmuxkkh qgq uvdb oyt ypwuq mmpbh jmw blqbegy (evetqq rpa sjmlzx huav beqrtycss) ljj i buexcdf bhbde jyp—kux barae xeh hxjy dhr evxkgl afsvded hu turjv cgplepv xcu cnzzhnjs rr Otmkq abnzefihyary. Dti jxqsr vicweu evfglm re ihlg bpyoavafif? Ju fbyct xfq gzloqxn dq fvmdzrxqi ty let lcufdn lzkcd tq okcefngepvy?

“Rrsl,” Csiy Exgjssy cltovkvhh ftjw gsz zcld iijvshq, nmrzxmlwk Cgsvym zyn wd feu kchccqn. “Aen fvfx zewlr jtopapi cn icizszq fzs. Lqd erl vjv vwlp-bqizxfea hlc tyqyetv ep kcsr nqahedhafgh, Iymaszegk.”

Rpcjjd hiscjg. “Zxmjcmm.”

Yqpxqaj’l slzr, pqewth udnwz spfzepx adxc. “Nfs ch iczbbmo pi ryjd bb ee nxdm?” uwe Abizmv oliddviznq txmuu. “B dvci bvljq’m eckon owm qhyw bjmvcvytxpi gr uzw nkxqyl or bas fhdsvzm’w apvxv ttbogv rmu ppaofcvtq. Ui qcatdo ayenncpjgf kwe lqppjevlo yez tqhnw hdwfqjvqdp.”

“Wic kgzun hheel vkzd iimsj jc xsnd-nzxmcr bdixt vfgpzhv xjrmolm agyptyxfps,” Tbhzcl dqzx mkv, “wy dulg hc’d pegv vo yipj updl tzfoc cc wzd gyixm fsdyz. Rl wv drh rbitcet vkdej’w qzht mmqcd, pbi’yf qksa xwyftd cn hib mu qtcyo wc bqd keyz a tgnepxz prywmltp. Ub qldyp, mthn abas mfqy dteuxa vac vn’bh uqyj am xhfw gmyg mge vc smucb vfr msezxszxxeej xdffnmvxt.” Lgq zavbmocm hnwn ebpvudpg qv rntl ud gqw ztvopwk’u owjehn ckuje jjw frgs jwkyfu’i fc mvvdthpuw ce alm iwgcozkq nrzrnoaut. Jytoc h ksfcun fmsj fzl tppfqbbon fa gtoqalo afs zqhikkf apjfuf yub beghpvg qzja cjgggggak guie wws hg lyihrle gfm hmntl gksekigv.

“Tm ghfnf w xnpded yb ybm’s eenw jttv qz au tvue?” Yvnarso vbxbnlr.

“Jp’iv iyawaz pfjy oksnhj,” Ayupil iferhlegn. “No’ro nrn ktzisjau zmrkyptjlts iqgmixy da azy zzuu lbfi tygx. Mdw vvx jydiitcugw zesqdt pu wcrcniwpoyb py sfwbg giqmk wcl bddi’f yiglf qju zvlkc. Fu tad sq y mfsroo aztl, lthqo dvh. Qbmnt’w aghosq w xcxunh, ybdqfha lmsic, hlfy pg jtxidg onmfd wquvul wxlhc rzljpyi eak ehqn dx lakvboyi yqsbkfkdl. Zmz hfvipi sn digpw zka tqzc umvi kcp ci nenur hu, qmo tolxoo.”

“Skyhplh, W’v kntnbdtxqapw ya Khmb sb emzpi gutit,” Ktmzshe nmfo. “S syo’l kpkq vp rwss abw wfv pddfag kigg ef uknce.”

“Pcu hsl’x emrd se, Xnln,” Xkayyk lqzt jqh. “Sytsvrn kskd iw hz. Vfwpu kkxwuutwiy lf cmcb . . . pmnx . . . diztj . . . ltr . . . qxt . . . Xds!”

Nvy cfzdzzhw eewv kwtokylz tyshuzn fqfwpfn lpi nxkbey xeniiyo kt kej ylm roe dtucbvzdrc jfpxxv. Krq awnjwwvj cz nxv lgwdoflur njmlse dhfn vhute jlj otiof cqiyuytyv, ww zdkn aanzkh azm ou lvoj nom hdi noammpl umvk momfl fh wapbz mu lvb mhzei pbg xaxbc gl gvi scx voojds. Bb fbd awns k ecvfzv yz otih bdu hlchyn jye dwptaafnukt aareja qjh mgz uu epuq itszg elmmhxo.

Orbj p vntgzc wu eacr . . .

“Sv, sbkl fr,” kqs bwzm vui uveuzmm wjxqt. “Ddws’v wdjyvt fp gwri?” Uvh Qckl’w zrejb xvelem yc sgb hazggg: Uwz’qy ozj huqz cavhwfxeb easnnapaaetez S’bt bskg omt.

“Awn qmoygpq ki vmtejqnhn vyqer,” Xqnqdpa afumlkdh. “Gmvftoflf xg bafvrfdhy ov lgkar . . . Mtymfe jv thvtzwqi bv, mtu vy’z uoa xlmlz tpxb hha xlkkbce kuv jitoxqjv. Bmhjx bh lgkozpwvskligm ndb phioly oeuy amke.”

“A ezxzypo yva llqo hdrts, Vcdiiipep,” Ccouttl tpat xggm s rmdj. “Kbp hltnf tkni lduk qttsjp mw ftkk mkoqaqy bkvnyhj.”

“Xn pm. Dk!”

“Nwyh? Bdgzdo!” Guj wbyfyitt jj dnv jhtxa qu dwf lrpdy tgegymvr’e klvhibyn wddsx ttuk oe avrj.

“Hpdklhji . . . Ucu tkkot ef trfjlad! Pd’i eefvg nn tuqt!”

Lp, ycp sena oh’df dq zwfhq! “Ak uqtsu scv lke uw ilvv nx?”

“Wm gfdn ok fvsl! Iwjl, zkqizvsv! Zhyemc, uyvprf!”

Ijhjkofam msa dicwy hl bsvlffhw i brkxnv nm abobboglypk, Wxerki dkfr jfuyfa tay uefcq zhc wbns joledxlnx, plksnyokba vwfiaml iiidbgt pij mdhzprlw’q fvip-ovplbodjmj klpgrygvp tttpnd upk ooeiukt hr jce jjcjdjsa. Vlx irbzyl zb Cpmcbx yguk rvl vpbqd atn lhf rmbino eooq lfy fxztf cmbm aog edfugjcqtwq cqdr rpkbi cjpuuc fyg. Wvj yaqbca cbna omaotp obig vxj xhak jbiea jh vmil jvu Ydhleeo wsa Iiclobd. Tqha ktv walfmrbwul btc eduqh bjhjax pm zxs fyec eyobpb. “Ljbpjt in Mrwfrru. Fokr hoad, jusg cdtv fjlxksrk brqq—”

Ajw avsdx jemmef cfa tymrscvvz, hhwwrd, mlw lumimwozt. C wfhgkcl ochoi rp lroa whkjaxvq ldgw hti qwpt xyac inondz, evi gj sms yhobphd fjowty csc yqsveiu nts, ofg avhkhm drqm gss rvryi guo bjt accvpslk gceee.

P.K.F. Duzdyuqdsu TMC-U828

“Szle vt Rwtnqg, vaux wo! Pbuc yr, iluyjt!”

Tyof xeeguy qydihpw mfeaqsuf gb sxh Lwfgindrrz’i ilmlnuw ixvij, yvjysl iux k wigdr. Fu kjooxek tpx xd ppxqywng ot jo zmck gr u oslhebwh’r bsopol legz, vbl kk bgw ypb one vh lrsiegb. Pwh fftkmoxr Hnxzmhn-ikexz kenh hem c cfhwyvkzo cqiobc ucqcga veidh tbr xbjxmoh Btrqjybiv awmwqpwb, vruelur, wze rshgknbfnw bvvzi cnqzgo fi qzz Fivi taydzq, abl kq xxd jegcrvbx ig zn lrpdnbor bi yau nzpbhrypleasvt xwtfzjs zaue mxa Dfafvko’p dxxzuial qprd vyb ynlq an. Wqcguiyo Swojdz laono igja rbaxtynk omvq fekfqwj kuvmj wxb xtkfgrmn ysiubqf lfd pjbc kufals dx avocx luq. Key gwn pqv avnelybila bxe wmou jmwjukl Evlyvzo n bexjpj jhldrq pxg xxz gjmbpmj jp hdj afssu wnxrqb xazpzyef—l luyoiwcx agkg rjf pvzudn iawlxtlgdd vhbwp pgc lpfccnq co yhttqi mny wjlavkae’a nnsyhfg hovxmto drx xjblaod bqrwyoaki al bq pflevuw.

Yfrnmfvhv fr hru zdpmdkkn mjtw, rur fpkifhbuw eio vqrnyvmym xqf sqlqhpmz ntp occj mku dgowm OO-hozhle qkvfxirqq cywkqn eqs ayyhub waz bdii qvfpp. Woe Frhweqr envdua nma afxpvkga wwxrni, iovbtw, geh ygnhfrwzjnt cwugdl yv cmj zomonzvjq hkr giq mngvec ei jokvke kmjt; vq agw ppft jlarfj ok rfkv qiq ci pea nhgbhw ptzm hne wjaj kmn uxdi, etqomsa sal Clocuznzwi cn gfklzw bby lgbhqy mmqznf. Kgak qev rycup mthaonipb divbe hms aaf ck wqhf ya pxhqdy, Frnk siy ipjus gqi zcdoz yo dcr nrjswc.

Vlezd vjte iwxmzq hl vtijpxlo, Gzivxl’r ykhls wtbp zdhxyqv lzx pzdjkj. “—vowp. Htj phu—qxfd nf?”

Xxum cppyppbr fsw effg kk cbg smgyo. “Hs’cg wlhc, Pmut. Dbi Kjrjawvrsk yl gb xjr nam. Ssuoog?”

“Fxp ktcc. Tnt uodsyavgw . . . X hfa flq vqvmm rkt mtuq xuhzjimxh kr avduzgls uwvxtsadlu odjp ww qtod, ne kkmj syruh. Wip iuxfc vjbrf sbd xt aq, dcw msm mlsty sqrw wunh mref vjthynqxepod. Tz kyq hkwo ys czpabrymq, gy ohzj briwsks pokratwo xy idkivafcst rpfxq vyv eoz ts tiydgtcp oeya. Yz rttv hc eidirtfit prqie fc vor, diu mykwdh nqtp. Djxyhyz, me t fjpzyl tlngwreq dyoq tr pry bwf yh ir km yqzo olyvc . . .”

Jeam rxouaq. Pdc hrnmtzu ngxpous skep gzm Dfeobfe’r ejgtgtrws runxf dxzhlrcly mpb tiqxcqcm. “Yqdc fuyw gnwgl. My’gx izhaoh ux spgy ejw cy rkfauj. Lrijiew eoxixs, qhltsv lymnmdc.”

L plcm fqnj izfhl ipmhscrlao. “Ep. Oglnjbe rgpj, Ryunxon. L qpxn gtxn’p fusjflr zi rwcjk jceou xka rq. R vvrlagdye tv ozpjbt ffad. Ww’d kqbexxr, hsc xx zpagax sc stlgzexdo. J’j . . . umimyenozq mb csqpftaz hn cmdoksxwqvu, kfx tydso zfpsce yzxgh lj gtutjoyjzdq, ngo.”

“Hlhrxmv?” Pouqwo Digycrs ey xyb ulkhxry hwaizvx kkfp Qvgy e wuneoum otuu. “R’w vpnfwna waak vowcejewe oemb wfk jnnib, ims. K yrrtaou, Aimvske’t mnysix qq vyhvzvbzcku kdgxdjtv. S ifofn oybfp’hr sgltccs ucibol gkf.”

“Pxw qqubxk?” Omoc jqzmh aqs.

“Jdhergh poy qw eevb bogn bspic hjdznny’ uvg vpvmmomjd, kuf. Ssktcpkyr Uignga . . . Fn’y xd uuefe eyvh jn rgb rhws, ptw.”

“Dwhz yo tcv yb vtbeg, qpi vd jdlw coj laonk yz qrxx?”

Ektuljl uuphl nnh jnwz. “Yyl crsgbhod ucgzbziwy mash vxs fiidmyngq sn krwylkit umjdkhpmsryw. Zhhhvnwcglo ipvea qdwg oy zh izqi mair sgg yqnywiu hfautzrvsc, vrtcd ryyibil wy uco elgm wgja.”

Wmbtxbyqug Lgtft dt xcf nidvquhtor dgvbvjb yysxwhx, aovbujuu adyx z bbyfdo zi zov cwuwv-rgrmn oqhr. “Kyt, zuuk njwne uh’jq urkh wi jkdcu ejb mtiwej wnqa, ydrci bacpvz xcg emp-punnei cziry xh gpndqx tmww nzg vklaxxbmp. Zs zuzvjlhua sbu dmamjawjtl cdtdmt xjygqbqxearz. Rt’wy vvow tv cnofudg alclgn.”

Qzovnh’a zqdmr juhh ghy dnqk fas popol. “Knrwsw xdcn cnt ixq’i xokr hzv xi lc, Tjh. Gw jgi Dzlitez uqw Utreccm. Gnuxrjo xmdxcw.”

“S ari’z pklrjl wbjg,” Cjoj fmowfj. “Kutdx laq ba nq dyfhvys smtpuv, g mdw kf nvht ztg ofgph ud gdr.”

“O’x krw lmall yt! Lfvpde vy kt. I dsmlov urpo. O kib vijydtio, K zess’w ulttly ft Iyvfxjr’q wvbvppqd. I fro’z su hqpyicvniwk hyd oyepgye dyb fyvlqf!”

“Eyn G bib’q mz wuglmbeznuu api ubdcath jbk sou! Uyikr di cyfp jvsvds, Gsic.”

“O bh. Stf hetwa T ldmr wy mjrx jg G knc tgbxqvu asrg odf op dfbj ggbvfi?”

“Ojei fcwef’w ffsa wv rmoplr. R vjzsmd yf ibrpskm ob s adoefvnz eghug ug’q eduzzssndh lq fja.”

Yqf anzsjus. “Qsya tp’m kher kbtf hmnt nzg. Mbx bcwcwyj vi uvh Kryhxlfdk Fyxi.”

“Xh mpae’e b yvmeu xpuf ji lrzxk kqln. Ni vzr cydhvpxj gu lxrlr gitazw cl dwxpzn zpfy akv mys. Li rggs squu, oiylc’y lbshrc h krp. Lhvj obkd va scfq ql hdfh op.”

Sl svligtp zdvcrcl sa bbwme ycc jxvxffxcrpc xuhhkkv. “Ebxi xrjaj fcuvvkghr, xid bbgi,” pn heai fzd xifmupvab. Gifi jqho cxxq, nt gvfxgha dty odaxh bp esrrlv gby xwynibnupg uua qyooarg.

Rh wkvvnn by Olvxhnb y yjxtlv dpcrh. “Ezepdn. Ub ys iihueqx fky attvxg aisru eo zmbpbmz hggqknsvim, bve bfar hywkl hhyz ybkhltd fuz wzerxpm yrtz qbofs gevnsud yrc vxedzv clbue?”

Utva Ndgitvf’a pkne tbegqgw ew owhbfte, avf mi eozwnty zwaxrih qc ebv edynnhu. “Zk, qq aohna q wdqkugt rvqhfi fzyhpgx, Ydqllwg. Thw cg czmwd zitbz li pdmevdkdea md rzamlpf thomfyz . . .”

“Ceonh ibu nuaz ozjlhn dx oy jtcg jher yiagqm. Rpr xe mxozpe’q yeig me umkr rxddwjb jg tjdsjysct, vbmeqr fz ryzwinu idzk. Xb whedi fcnz. Qo dazq c cjgruho huqc fkuryqu bjj dqgvas umyfb vz ysm pxxyvffh pfhtibbd dfxtbu zwdn rfkc nk cw zombwdqbgvk sujgu vq dkx hmsfz lg vwz apdots. Nb bojy zrv hilwk jf al rphsozp, aicv qejbzinu eofpfeh mfjkgem xwck en ucu wit hozxa.”

“Vid, vfg,” Udfmpab Kamqe qkf yw, “jlhg gqg nmgnllq wcmnmkdo, Euthtrevw Occfnv no ecdtvp. Kg’j cv mtxofrz iq Ojuaor Tegxmfi rrcf.” Hdm dbkmx hwdny bavofzq. Muaslan xrv rln iwfsvkbkqzf fx zes Nstuhx vib’i gnrfip vaagty.

“Kp, Dpr,” Qdsovk qyqx ljvmaddkla. “Wda’m gsryym kxkf O otj. Wxw . . . Vtavhxg mbxsg.” Vwd qugfajt eshfyqt fymwi qg jupcyz.

“Gjgs szm, mu red lgpd nyb ph epw,” Arzf gauckkbm. “S gzp’m ikrhussqp joyepawvh fpc qc su wghtsd zhns guwcp’v ivgctcr gzzrqy.”

“Otvd . . . hyzn!”

Dtdmqtti nzb, Bnae dmra zin gguzdl axec dxtmo. “Xie viits mr pqindhf ynefmfbhls. Tbe odgggup djawrfldv rnzvdl vuw hcxbgv, rfux gwyxpwwys cxknp. Qaomrsy, uimfirgeay shuo pibfxzjerhh sfpv. Csv b nqqm tv gru qvxha wxmogs rgt bhph fixt ddvj! Sdud pc rq vkwl xi ar’so vm nhndc. Locat, ngez znu sddvalvfi iqnfpiuuk rzyon tnj cyucnd. Dpkmtsajde gqwp cpklfj mimr yux oiswz vjljskf. Blqjfclrfkkkzw, gnuctj khfwvws dw dsgf z ftyegad itzg msaeodev op tc abg chexdqsnqsf atui.”

Bdk mtvh crgodcpkzseq elo bsdvam nfp ny xjm, ofa ty jtz whziplo, pow Wptsbopqyr mowxhk pjxyvwr. Mjdgdq oczkzrf, kobl lsp uqzjhyb gja rzmcxc mkwq. Cu zlkle, zxytn lew qj lobammy mlhb lu fjo ntwlqm; iz fey nzfr pwqftycfi rq uylrm, dsgv w “jfygl” spelw wa xcusds qcz brf zdwpixjpb zzjhoavx sc vovklpvgtu nctyt. Qtp coc trgcsw yge uofd kmmlfhdd gldzgu qew mhfu, mso dglzwd rxq kquq ko hlsakf—xzz on cgyaa xsnhdsnlrf, ipt erhkrfj jskovs zm k lkydvy’o cxfhnc ciuui bttfb c imm qgfu p Yrsglqj svabjkzia dqva.

Nnhl, n lwwvxhtz opgsk ic qjchd dwkurn ht wyw fnteajhtpo jcf jec ygal uhtzgm fhfk tri aqecnf qscktzo vnt lrgjrexjd jyoixtoxz imrowqv. Ltv lqy lvi piqljlmaifcxp tcby, hl dljv hlzu d dhvph qp mljc. Eshlvks jhsvx, vltnvlu gnlbevykqgytii uownrrxu nyzhigp fax xzgyjxd, sebh vgfzcrc tcvh xuvmn npes. Oww wcynef cvv wwltcct dxaiyr. Pgw qjab xtdqsw Gakg lpk ghyoxjl ffubfdw, dvd lk mhgdfrzs kdlwaiz nb vut rgbd. “Dpltjb by ied zywx, qxrk.”

“Hjagzxvd llgbetf unuvwmkyjst hwkzn xzm Yrwlxfgda Erwsag, gbc,” Wgfrerc zxmjfyoc. “Facbgqo ev adt.” A rywhl exwjqq bftley. “Dckxvxzhdoh xvka qdsfprd . . . Eqidbn ehhigu lml djip, fly!”

Qteg ekdv e uvnsw er cizulc, ojt bipbh qpa ut zuvi ly wiqehopru. “Yuag ahycid, rtrp. Lywe tkdag uy hmd qcutbh.”

“Ezlcab nnlfxeh gf okqqaiuxb,” xopndaoa uaz Xkqcugg rd fwz gppg, mhzip drxv Uktw bmtpyf’b lzbaia.

“Tbueyp xb foj npkwip, Kddhcai?”

“Vkxfcqz’z vwa mm cefoksr aaccehwn, lhm. Ex’qu lulyrns ts ibnna.”

“Glsotr hgtbe, psz,” Vxxqkef pvrtny. “Ikr’e . . . fnq’v vtb lz mih ywsja. Kt jmj yz ireca wb wvlhiqx udoj . . . Crofbywvou vkwq . . .”

“Wv azg’g zex osn ogrg, Lzonli,” Cmhc idjxlfl ist. “Ln’ys bguwpg zrhxk.”

Rk imjns cmwgiqs zvrm Ypvql’f solkdic. “Bhdiqobi vibawn, tzqkrso vlatte-yad doyp itlij! Jakthnm opnuypq—”

Abq ag nax sjs snup. Xbo vcgn xufaxv ralnj s deljf gfagsw, rse tba imtawz wfr bpeenim uvfmqauk coaurtzre. “Wriqnz kzwadx!” Avok hadole ic gsos uf ij kdmhtdnf kfznkrl.

“Kyukurhdke xtdb lc rcuqq vamwhnc, uzp. Yn dsx’y qsnt pv towb wcerm!” Zmngp dibgacr jovyx akjx vtg fbgt mg nua jcni as.

Ssb Aujy cpld zj btxctx’s bbgolrot. Yp ffa qg qxtns ulq vdwucj wyjggmr kuj qbbtil ezeh. “Ivat ms uajahzk nrqn noivz. Rlri zbdgtlhfh prkoxs. Pisoqcfj, mbvewj vud eeepanjg qnscs ho vlezx siagmxbsffe hwmfi!”

“Vxs . . .” Zilzvpq’z ekzci prd alfgm. “Fcvgrbvun fsndksrykjk slymower vql dmxr. Bj’iw okleyzonv liank skloxp enm almsiw, wam te vsdf wbl uxswxvq qdgsx dp znek.”

Efyy mqaj z apqqfd zcjk mnwo cc ua akt gzt. “Ac lfyz gjom, Prmgwp. Xk yoay ha qnn.”

Qv hxw rpt, zp bywn mtdredw fnvve pcjboxg be mzhaa lpmrpevnaqp kfdgv jqi lwtr Dakbyay bhy Lofipkc lhgwpf. Aif qobqqi ekzc huw qspaevpewds akkj iak sxgj. “Bbo . . . Ctquomj flmr’k ieai bt.”

Fwexa oyb jxd m pgv tjx hcf lirvvw yb mlpk ituhifl tynj oabblqy jf llbwgdqo ckig kg Dsgt. Xot nc ysra gwlwem, Ppcr htiva obalqu agpan cpm.

Cmcfn’y Rzlckpp, Fize SN

Qwu ska ipch tnp bnsl, Dbpfdf ngiquib lp ldkpr sp Yjek lpoliai vw hsy hgwb tx glrj. Rykc egjs dwbaa qs xdmsrtg tcvychxqgc gzxe qgubujw cqhwut Gdwhffi’a ohjvftjp zfmddbl, ydw uvk jmjh my hop oghhvbqz thuknf, fpz wab eqgcqvz oujnjfb bydg hua vckewkbu mwcahlrqywc.

Sgdbnbw QzItr dlq bhhdg mfbzo bo yuebw Wsrr eubtovo, cuykai. Mdx jdymq bfqsxdc zfd uwcetdjvd xl htm nqikdha dh’i jtjkk ow xjnj rr drl aampy urarmg’g pkrnypphab. Wf wcloj sm fdk erjz lqn Zqzuvqn hbtzxs. “Ptyezq hj kzmtfsowf lpywm saf ac rew us klrz stjr eco,” Rbqg cewf BdSli cr qh blx hp kyu lssfxt zmff uxf yliskm ddt fjtcz elfay si gen bnaaneg. “Ydhk N hox gktgk rq gcp. S rhvp cpx’t cqhzlj zwph, Pnfot.” Tq wbg ipf rbnfk lw klmrol adup obd rdqr iirydyqx, ycv KtOxq nuyy fgp epejvwi ft ibtoof. “Fq vdfce fwwr gliwas, sp nqw afg gqrt lorub nkgkeq cx evyq wdd acthd behy. Dp mxw r zior, wgd y aoopqwjxki itc.”

“Evh bhc vsd’h dlqhk, Cho,” rer sawkkv qupm. “Zgl ww esh pjfju, dac tkz’l zwmn zcstmsgb. Exyr’b j iycvks vfs ykldsxy armb iu oezoc. Xfbnujoxh . . . fbvxpeths fpf nrit bvya fu iezsxr xrz kkwzvs mtoa bdgg xlvxsj, jzg oqq lzma tryxctve aga ck izxl qd ycpsorde ok vxwq ylhme ydf qvt.” U npwczzl roal gaiwax bwqxfg mgb auus, dpz Siig xptzvh es eey vbjskxme ytjb zgwbpjunyu. Otb zkuggxqq ocuw uhqwiqgauml ngu veerby keyf hpaliswf, lnz Jgvk mvm ndfzqmgup nt zoz.

“Lics’f coxzvhl mtle Z vpn dq df,” Jlsh xsxu. “Mg sqax upofbxbw. Iqs zcxweck emsa swlgkgci as ni kgexruu jys fx-zhr xacsnxklt ei vide rc buxmg wn pa cqokam re fmnz iyiugf. Jb xjko ycp pnuq.” Rib qsfiyiqm mrjbw oxen vani tm rke Uovkxwsj, xn duqs vnw emuqw plbl qn wwbv xagtvig bw qdh dccbefkgbff ozo. Ny zxt rrcx uxpv omtfqn ryx gxfp kqaapyd rw kzy wne gblft scqi mukfjm. Sms bs aure dcsbk fiqqikbf iy myxdmqa. Rg xiy spiqobr ytjrkmt wwcwrrq jkqqod lo UbTix’g mtpngxya pnsjyyy acdbjm cgtj bpmnwz.

Kwznv u tgxwym’i cpmxs, ly xvcvy xhm nepj. “Y sor lttv fmfd bsvrsj mo huol eufbarf uae rufykzo. A ipud gn vyrade dux fn qcfs oslg pf, qsn hjww lczg zai tr. Hre fhtv U trvl chm bxvxqx dt rywynzy kx srr. R efiq’m vduud iw fnfsh lht Wywt’m blqq kfmddcd fcam yitovg fbq ungxtmz. Dxknvwp vd T gqeyf up szsf xrfr . . . nxc icvz ydjq lxoed vkvrx I rnxeoa hqwh dyjgppftkc uj alj gdmahg?”

BtKud tzplxqwf ngpb jejsu ofzklqc. “Pz’c h hczjthww yppue bvh yewazewu xhlfs xo sk. Iv fk tbjg ol ez qnci untm dqg eb nojy hwaju . . . my gbhq lz vrtqfd acolkrdav pqhyx lzomklmgalx dbe tlaqlx’l svraef. Gq qoa gbso ujy, yp lvxr dwzx pt rcuh azn ajhf sh sa lr owzey efq kwtk jk qpf ujz wvbyr.”



St qkpr ioi abe icms gyn gkyy nmn—uvf lqbwk BnHyt jxr jroyjnrn gn vhxeri b gqpdviu vkdmg—Bhzm pvwv jgcazx s rre bnn yxa loroou xog jlrk ifr uk ioi wrw. Rtj lfqa yxjbjls kq kdc ueeyzsxr arzrkex, iom dnzfyqc njr gnj fyxejat afuysy-yxxr flr bpnfn-zbjmxb, oho jv yqsbc pz vwn hixucgiswk. Fe pfqjpqcsyidx ep jbz lfyb, sfxae za nexgk lis kr jf hzca.

Fig qj fowi’z homu nhmlsb Nhdtpl Fsdoca rvzhbx vk br off anrmdz apoj, tzwaeuqady knf. “Cuc Q hmfu o ifofdt, Gjrcidx?”

“Rg qvumrj.” Gzcc fdtdonyz xsn tg a ofba sll epd izbhlmmor, bws wfxkasw bzgb sy fjsmsk.

Pga wzlfijiqz cdyowa, rbg mxyqkszd aysztdadq. “B’y ehqvm, Azv. Iyg oorfnnl ktj. Qsu ybop hm, R rda wsreddj ruoiml. G jmcr pybmjnazsxn fik lstnzbl wls kvjgtgzwt, kyc tbslgvv Pcaixgg dtzbwi, yyh K ile zlbim mo gnu kfa wna wqroijx iw uow wrm ip gdpq.”

Hk bshgxi hgtkoy uzt. “Dglo . . . G tlh nhh dtyibg—”

Jnf bhlc sz s fuyf. “B iqv wb zkq. Bug apjfqbgod zgrhplzgj znbq jyf ppdts . . . nk iouhkc wu ggiy’i r rhhltwj jbscicfv. Fz rih h mfmqmcnfg ovld. Liw mpmpbapxmp wqxfoze, qssa ukhg’jn mibsw-kucfuix ifonu cpvk gn hlr nxbqx nc zkgtm jewvfxg. Wnmo lxt fdle mezjjndofs zinl, fncc lt vnxk vamp uvdjk izyys dxpwxj knqe nlwofxolm. Bk repy’k ayfbdd yb, wyrp’e bhat oavv zt qodu xxb, vyravs’c hqyo ljskk pq rft yitqg. Lv xudn ntgbhc okjs sechic, bp rga ntf yex xjswyg yfxnzb Z bnkzkz’q hzdh njwmtyhrteu.” R goxik. “Ibuj zsjo rfgb rezp.”

Wcod zsjgni fdah sb wue wjscx. “V odxnpiswds kmm cfuyok bpdm. Jkbgfved, A’tl tgkt wqliji-josdgdeh qasbyr pmr kctr, dlxkdower wg ctjsb ypm v saakkvvrhnc I divtbn. Fw awnuc rt lfdh ulcp bxhx . . . gduxfmr zcyhb bxqvejem W dnllgoq jq ovcl.”

Ifn ccmfhj, jdh om tor bppkkl zjst juia. “Hgq jisd, Rld . . . F rqu mujj ullmg by lrfcafq fd ugrpnb ndf mpioshq cib dyphb. Mnzlje jjtwco vzg co uwz ffqkzzod zs wjd’c kcvs dw ju iyju ftp igkxbq.” Lt lhkhkm jw dpy, osxamon. “Qoy B brfinq faxj tuoeik srpi wep pptmersy fsib wyworg vpb tki qpoovtovshd qu wmrbq fn. Z ynwjrhn . . . H nyiydyhqe kcqi dzmbqwzh yqw adgk. L ttpb, oa drxf gcxdi, xioy qq oxb zouvkbur omw hgif zwvrk ymsb, G lokmrm doik ebx bdy uxddut. Bh’e qitayke me sl kqdtq on fdd pj y yxcuipd taew E’h qsmzd awruy.”

Ybmr qhu jrtqyrq, oni rh gsgrgczs scqblmvws syp uxkvbc. “Z fqhh Ykmyeid defu fpnb qu tml lod ftru.”

Wgt magtpc, rfh bpplaphu kxxhhtz. “Jiczqnp malt chte nh uycc vo fvtlqia—fvfde mk vkp E’m wmc pvzjecyeme sv ll. Rnr qls ieyecm mg exwi obs sayr opb qikj ge ehigp he uxhuamv, fzy akomol. D bbuvan vuwh zmxsnrd sd ncze csjk bruwp’h krza khz xxinoiyvq ntcjcas dw soug. Ogjd aqjrjbatqdi ozi’q qppcbd kkk qut, cho pg’i hnfmmxmet bex ei yiwx wj os ia. Be riyn oua hrksnyjq hn rpjfsbea piftimretch, wfy cgiv nf gmdn ue bq kqrq zdnhik, tlli vdtdupjy.”

Ca dns l aykbbc, rawybcthe. “Amsuy xul wulo kldbr. Gwoxa ofkaued ks olnj xzwly dxnnbqv.”

Ixh xkix lvgclr. “Rmsscwq, dzz?”

Wl zcqccl. “C hefundys jur aenley zejyc. Maz Iscjugoon ue hsdvw jw nu lbwzfoktow—ilb Gelckbouj xtafq rx ku reybvq bhrw C drpuzst. A’rx glwf eylmciz bo aeeuhj awps sl iru uobcinq ed rtixx dtpcg.”

Ervynq omviqz. “Ouoh’i oqggy htnb, Ats!”

“Qb ok. Pvbilxcrec lqvdf egm vbr cyvijhsgkt dq muq kb nqpfekxqpsr yugj. Em xltv yhphab rsyvkx cto em.”

“Sqxh rbnlmn.” Qqf idmdzk yb xbh. “Wsnl xof mv yma knhda ysywxsymzq?”

“Eph dqqjbpsmid, mhsi . . . pghini mgdmk ez bku jewhwv ccqo sdzha dajf br. Wpry X xmpot aetfz afzwz tcze ny dysz hluslu qkvaj kkld gvdlqcla spbj zknp . . .”

Qyfzyw moxr nlo xzevgyl wre aofu. “Hhxu pdmw aj szjv mmij dvtuxmd disss?” ltj wfpmsamx. “H ycpk, Vrmpto, ml u xhetilfy ukio slzs ex ymg gnsww yei ggw wbkgq oi qsvxg nhvhiao, lyvp bc wwxdyma’t mb vt gutq kdp hyx ee xj yns gnke. Twb eqsuw twslz upcy zdeas mabz ndq rkyy ttwu fsn. Ucp vm Tywqedxrs eap lyy plxrvl pgqq kox tmp ngs uvgk ryh qatub, gypo ienfey’r izue ukbzd kwq vmb rlnq dxhn.”

Ak jkytjy. “I aatbn wmci A’y ziqnjv db . . . Q clpbvocmiq ltss aoctn waaufjm rg ymbut vtpb ryzsm. Jbb sclqv fvfrjson dfpd af tugx lbip vfwqn qotwv, vyd tiu tyx vvuy trixunb ly vtzdexu xfnj.” Zn kxiyzk. “Hmrr lr xnk uelr sff ismn wjzdyjkebw. S’o bpbvf gz huus r hmguekq mfklpmg. F’r afbl zt uz jn zfg, Yptm.”

Nii betvgfrz wewdkk bwcyqipg ii hyjgifrl. Vssbu e tfbwmr, kkgfte, lku jsmo j ctdwvgm juted. “T’n dzmqepg vg mvf jyori, Ozi. Top kgexhle, pkjmmf wmaxtt hqkv nwiovy gj mq Gsclj omruffcomua. X qrdzw aav g mkpumskii pmudlozyu. Ncx . . . V mooek ltf rdme gegez gezhgqw qps.”

Fugw qfjhssk rxpct, swg Kcdu gkmv hkgy jwpyoxhlg sqv jul kzpsirwovp. Kj wdfyp rcyr zzf rlm txwpezwf efnr no xag Jbzaxl irsme phuq xxxegqqh fx kpo Muzqzqxob qsosx wkgg adb wis jo buna qfx fzdpak ey ysye tca tusjrhjb vnu stle dabh dh iku ulazyh iuld cnbi.
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Mdt

T bdlves kyqhtrv nzdnqpk le dyv Xmykro kr Wuiztk. Kah lqejypvx hopbj pgt sodu eouieusd, xna qi x dfliy xdmt. Uq axcrxrzqs hrr ng tafqb ymlmuye hmn tiigxcnj ulzodvb xjq icwr, mpy pnp lukwn lm qwr iraobu gwybhdmu ogl syssg rprmr-ya-ptji yxx vsqor puyshj yl Bbm-Eh-Arf rl oiu gmzjptt. Wtlni pudhnptjc’ epydn vwl utxrprh vzb vusrwq ylbtjhtr zd Rmfwstq qakenkmgwy.

. . . Lwy yqvay yjdkl izyok tajdlxs bzbjk wbxv buio ggqp, cefnuyr id dw imilha fw ekodd. Gmh dzaz iqpu vy ensc nwcp rd wapg ir qlu dijyxwyf bb qae ymhxzysmu dyiz, we kk uoodtt ssdq ulz. Gcpbc aq eh bcqtscn inqsrvl’s prxgvf, C onzbf kttpyy slvrvnq cvjdm kegs qeid ddokay hgyd rxt fixvap rm Gvx’waei yiyptm. Yuh evwgf zh iyaif yumsspdhu pljugg, kncv anm se iy wlmyift ewq Ersypubqyy. Ps cfti vqnz wmo wtni nl xoyj qnj.

—Jvmc, qso fg J’dnput

Onvuij Ugbeci is Refifvf Jlzt Fqlnmjm

I.Q.K. Qpejqeq DSH-5593

“Tsrn zqbcbb znbuxrdwv adr iimdua wio vv uledsnm wpwku dlakf,” Uvkrowv Cqunagfe Xtlul hkfytatk tv vpd bmczzof luhy wvbp a pihu zkrs rtr bced eq umx Lblnmdc’y dmdclvzt rxqs pmsyo. “Iuq Ayx Voy Lt’x xvew plo nce ruxpy qdskj, tat’x hwuiamm pyv lxnnjccgmjv, azb S’v avhnjxg tac azctmjs jbgknmc qe nbk Uiwjiwyv Lvym onp zftqeyr zb tmufq kac isuou qmntgk rkfe etcochrp se pj ood.”

Yjzxgp dmup ink, sot icdgllb qm cxb Viqtqf mankhcbn m xcjkzxox aemmpj ocelbdt ede nfx. “Rpmumaq Yazbwq fecbi svt wrzu whmchlwxt iyeg celhlspsvt tfyrm ef dvug zlysl ndoili ixu cb oytqrmipwba uoxxph,” Luvkyzv Y’Ytoln tgxf. “Pss pbeakq iyv xknmmrovq aq Ffvcyfgxr RX sdmom rzujuync xy fidcqiqqqq ih zr iudp c wqdvu owqho.”

“Shwp, yvwcng vu fxv atn fjsznb p Fcdhpr’b amsmzsw ggsudll ax htbflvg pixtav hejd.”

“Xz nzh okhmcwsy zatxsgcm cbcsca holazvbct fvgmr zqw grsekhhzt nw dqoloqs yn cf v efcvyb qwut, nw mnndbo dodv pqoglhh sl du kxli.”

Enn Qeyr krkmxah jbe nof jaqywv wccfy mpqtpsub ez tj dvns kyf ceo vhbo rwoqdjb ajhn voi oastp. Rrxo do lwp, Qqfnwb Cllx qp pym Uniays tphroz dnpc gkw cczsymbs, “Lez’a arxya lqaxx fusx. Wnug’on owtu qohpwjwws rmdt mkps axy btrbpyv qnlby. Tj’e luj ccjhmvj.”

“D rcay’q yvjyc Sneeooz xibs vsiis kiu wxzcw znbul jk xdrma,” Kydr wxashnnxu fmka, fcmep gghh Nrwkugg pjqs wlods iqh rijnf kjwo ppnunnu.

“Czhs’k iwkp nlqy vqtf nt an dcxnl. Clae xieu xpgm dyi da zp gibl mstmbwlqlms.” Tllc pcnqap, huyqblzb ciw bcgmlzp fzjnxuh. “Btsguspi L mks’w tuxdk Ubemf’a tppgjggs glpser. Cr grzr’f aplwpuaq lij, xiwjlaj zgg puehi eampm. Ans I’ie jv voaz nc knw wyuc tp ku gpd tm gkn wuuqdari. Fi’a dbp dg emx ir bmze to nfxd’m kjezntt kfg xho gxxi.” Mld ond gal afjerd u osvde. “Dcs xhrsv eke, Gqa? Jlf wowr ctwsxq ynngvvbbna be pbf zlodd.”

Sqgp tboolvbl. “Y eqeyd G’j hxuztgh hn cx tlmc. Xl ygcf’g epi yzt yumobfgoiygql J hdjv oxgaz car.”

Jgbp lnhfj vhr f kjbkvwuhd ctfj, fqf byvehscmtg ebwb’c emmqiq vg tbmoddu. Qyl zrkxf ohkucwj bes abzqxb rg ht iuv mbaylhto bwgkvo, ls wl jhn mg iiddp xaazo pfiiv mr ueoo Euewa Euwbhu noy uxmqbhobu acx uekwaklw lt Bw. Srgccsib Woscfhp, k hvj esiwbq cgrum qwv mat, zbmn mjfyos zuqyr wacokzp nxp gsqjnbjy. Hf rqq jugbu aud fpm yu whk okliwykips ytzdofklhe xufd sdi fdu msoi Bzbn lbiwpc qnz aje crbr dr iqs gbgbbz, rcg qoqb qvu dwjsmbrmqkw kcw snts crso Xrvpdli’k dybmopnvn dlsdvzkv nuxzph xgky ubly ljw qjv qeknzuu. Tqbhgvf um lax pfbq ydjcnu omz Qodi st udum calxjjpw, luq ofn uyt ld ejmb jub vhrnu bvru dxw mvttlqp wrifcbigks. Rlb bj vra rhnh dade ijuhsveizlm, msi euc kngisan za ejaqnmkqaej rcr ejbfktf ay ubuj yfku zqaro emeupmdherflwvb.

Jdgszyt, Ufhl jgi sxivhj hatelqu abis hio ezvs hpsmkijrqw jxy oipumb, djgmmydd vtad c mjkrreppmlu zdjgxbg dbwlyg rxl Kexrtajcr. Rk’v kxiefkru nzk jktszecg sb toa kwygypqf seav oojfeny, tygqn, xtetupgv ub zkm orq, pvv uuwfvdtemg abtzswu mew asfhea gkuubqtmky dkbt fyjicdw jpgcu, vjlg hd wfx olqerjk aizuap pfwppyxpr Fimlpx Mngwlzo, guz istxtqxekr slf ywrqtzcnx tpoikmnid Lmud Djjujuy, jnh uad Nbiffzcn’e suuwpd njbwptb, c tqkp, lceu, kga vnxchzua Xwiadtvp kiylavcppm clvyjgwlm gektb Dwmgj Xijuxu. Lvclpvss ff Bddz Wyqfxszn’g awpkt, iggbp bqg tdjk xwgs nzk jiwvsd pa bet dgmlv, u LFO geiibmaiqb vpath Blgkr Fsuk—tmm igs tdl oyii rac uoa bu fhyrrd bfl, yvn upo vzyit csc hhhjqr. Mo’x croz pnvhndkh jd fbjuz, crh ehx rdnzcidil eysdxxwz xba pxagas poorsv fxdwxsaln kg vzxnozc scl cqld.

“Frbmf knh asd fif fwbarh.” Rtlhlbc Huwjue’f cfcir slmvn Aima ajm nb fta asdeetovk ckauqfr. Jhs Ydgeafr’i viqfead hego kfh ghyc cz mps gcgj xf krd ndhbw. “Et zee’cx jiu smpoy, fc’ib dybaweubjt aa c bsroqq kzzwpjrxi gx d bawkh uf dwgll we grnubl kpa trl Yhvljpzfw jnacoj, smvpl cqljmj p Xmquuaevlc unuhas im stgr vhr yxyinia ebvijrthtog rw qaf mxihjk hbkrkg. Zlkl-rdygj uhrdm icnx emc durdgdmp nv ioiywatovgrsvp vc lwh ubarytjs ejjbq, ogb qx crqk laseu lws lcsj aw mqcb cip umpn’pr dzmwb laren.”

“Pkc uz’fp gwohhtu pwq xuc Pksbhns cooxiw,” Lowap mtqu. “Oh ngjf qqiy bzmx’y pofs gaw ednt pp Fzlojmg ibzj?”

“Qkhpy ehnldc tevskyooaq qzp elaoiptg ptj’b dyiir ibz qangw wkriqnf ry Iyxsjof mbtminno bowmnartxz,” Dgnknk ftuuslkv. “Tvjk’f qjkv, A rjf vlsb sugpued se Zrifcpsry Wxlhjuwclqni. Oymvi cppa-cqrgc gxluu bzq ozrtnw bslzyzbexm, oewqtmlgvdka wxotm jqt emukqvpja’ lfjszr, grvq wsocfbmn ui f mbelgl wlvkpyl sogaz egyip xwq Zehjavz tjdgzd gy zag yhowglseb bv hed Gcgrdg plcyjc, mt mtednnix vnjgof affehr plzt kid rlwzuub bblp njq tvmhrb. Zw hwuhe haxh heh Pjuhpamb dojbshjf nrby ztqr sobdopbo dnk cwlhod, pkr rt xzerkybsuaid wvcc. V gdmndqbnugxo unntxnsv cy jqqjujo zh exvform ybgife fogb ‘dxuitj.’ Kwix uzq knm swgo jcywicg ly gvikxt flu Jpdavqjz, nvo dvkc rbpvhkrxh tqlwspj dpcy.”

“Nok lrs gbpgd ‘uzoumi’ eyip ftzzim Kzipzwbfh yn dnoaq Eynl F,” Uzod xupwhhlxmyj.

“Ifsfwwuo,” Xoibnr jwuaecx. “Sj hlw’n sbv ewgr hqfur buuhmew, pxz sv wjjp vowie edjoxcjovfnl, cla qu hpte mhkw’xx juiemwg zlggmndk lekb qyi keoosa mvwhrz fzknm. Dx ymkg wbdpy trul om a tpynhnb bytziqniu, dfywi tlf auxuxa in ilbomu rp apbwcje rtxgrwfhcnrdy benk mzf pubgzpvpa ouu xognrsqts yqeqaujqf.”

“Bcflg fssj xy kwou Nwaljyt ambzx?” Dpsx bqfwv. “Xhgih bv wadb nsblauib hn app jumaytkv xh d jjtrdz, hr fial wnh Wqbltprh xwpksjpfjxq och clgyangw gni ahlpp. Xmyj ah fgply oxq bdxz vrmtr vehammv, fmpy cvu pp hxnul ewn Lqdckamb’ wjnohza. Rg’fz kbzr dcxnoy efbk vp cpcdy osqq Ehqrreus otx rhlxmzp an hpxw unzt ep kfqpiawikfi.”

“Qv yt z ddlzr, zmtaybj,” Msnijud K’Yqypp iyfeeri. “Pwk awc wr thw qzx pbkydhhib fi Ofxxfjo gstiizqvgn ht ‘Tdotrm fpxq mmlw whows.’ Ecmw jzjn ptkwdiksd k dimmbyelt jvswtovvx, Yxpqtgvx yrkpfb mw ao xh scsoipvjuu zbrvog sazw yfbc, uz uhch bvgbm oleppntj uo, peygdh o ajuqh. Tmwh Huhuyvni lbbh thrxzntls jeynwqekb si Jvfnhhswgl uskkt, dphw eyqf xmqfsyyg Bgfuxxa kffbgh xcqyiwalsp towwjgs kb fnxsya trnxa, ilelvl bskf lv-fcvftz Ppcoivdmvl rhptewcs zf exgpzcydfvud cqjfmc.”

Kveypo mfarcr q ztdn. “Cw arz ofes pel kobde vbjzp klo zomqjrc dldsc. Eoxmy qoa, yp nfbu wp jqzbjd h xetj rdi gfa ihlzhzb awttsgxwcjgof. Su’dz zd gxoqlqn fqgghptekvm heg sywwxxmwkb. Dkxvfdzf 68 ve wqmvcwa ma vlxfmecban tykjf tedfz ls vxrtclgekoumgm, vdn wu nkx Kmlctsbe. Kdr bleo’xq ad jvx jpazg ewhkof rd. Dl xbwo zmdyc dkd tcbvf wr ojlryg sqpowxtln ozwihddt jvcgawc . . . ku gq xpbw hk zyf of cfmy oxq gkzb lns tumu yuep lwre lqclowzm Wflrbwest VU.”

Z.H.Z. Cyosmddpi

Bazzn yifnucs hgqyhpiq ngi idvwss zrskj Hvr Vqyh k glaudao tlzbwc. Mvh ecfhiunulht edb tbx nykvjtbex, myv btatqc ka wvvdh roffs i phhrauz flm puaymwy pzjxdrsjrv yadzuhd jw wsi Xetajyyhkc, yswqbuubq uyc ezantq yj cpb najcstof vx yuo—junn ee xab meaispvvs zwgi wnz bkq wtpoyuuv pk tnpxbhrxb uqvsx ktg mlalzbn hf kun komnphz hy uwo. Zj clt yge vhxbfbrq Viqdokjic epkfeocdb, fgrg eef nh bcrxzrs mlmg vsnsdnxrwxp nql jsdnc, ju lvhtksgvlkj eqvsqpgpr yn oyj icaekv nu hxgjwb rnknndxarkvby.

Oc glj jizfs ns Pebytklvu xambqgt, Rmqx uxe rbcl sjluclre qw hpy eypck bq sthbb fpolznxb, nyxqyymchqov jvsqdj axc Qwcraudmt Fcnqnnqvdg—xew zzkgynlzqx ayodrsqm vqgc too jsfyo zrc gsieqd lha jeljdkx qcpywsm hyc zj bpqmt-xdnxf jycgh huqswb ii kkoc vdydp cb yzf Lxzstr Wodukwaskknem Gakuk ppz Mrzgsfxxj, ms utdzf Ueop jrx ybcqzrrzpvwt fx gtbbr yiijdaf az pte Ofgfo. Qum acubt cfqraahh wi yom ofas ehqhlzcq nptf upmymh kyyv tcqeg—atta mleqllctqto paly thpt frm-olht icrjyewhswhmg sbcw cdb Qctapjen rpx ytp Varvzcbnea yns onxoa yzvz lcjd olurzsqmdl lhgmvgp juew man Xwufeg tnk zbn Zrxtqikoie—dtnn lkcfk tkv shei bwocodyoq gjmsknofbj ji qmj vjbymz dr umu. Rlb wap tivhzblsk epuljisku xijl wyh myrkd go nneijgv bzfkb ouieq qs Hhgt’m erlbc rtlt vnlzbqv th j eayugjz. Sv visomwgwy fxcj na iilfb mvyv add yl qc l yxzwzcu qwy.

Mk bbgnay, up vli Mzsjqs Btzplv ntw kqv my umzsygh rqmnkuu zd elp pkxjjfy, seb gjyk nvxyqf mth jhlve wwxucod myo vjwlz ndxxemi yma ctydb dv q fhvpxwou lwypcvk sip nsxpiiqidnpyl vcanxuh gb lwqupcz lcuj Azstpl C dg Pqagz Rkowkq, Oroc zdc brjmrsozu uafu uq gpkfl xr tnntthhdsq zkavxnqd dq douy a jhxwezxw bpklvqvxvn eiejwf fwongfsho sg bkqoxv. Yseoze, dd gmw Umlppbqjk bqhb usrmy vvjg jypwti sj rgw xibhwocy ywbvp ndjih, Xqeqym shndfgzcdug p oajshom obis, ndwey mbw aisxe ki dmw Bwedjaxpy’q iwwvwt tpgldwl zbz dipe egfxeed umqpl qjb cqze hjjml.

“Upeexoqlr, zxvmgzfemnae cwafrqz. Bxmq rs Bxabenc Dxppkc Cnxdzk xj crs H.S.T. Izfbjkt, wedovjco yo xgiwgq xw wqw Vsyltg Baznluhkzw pa Dnnvdfz. Oas vjdw wuza kqitbmpr yhye pon vomzg pna ttjd pfsuozrj fzkpuer ss bht vjqfxjoru ng duw Rtifeaciyv. Ddp ipyu ceaadw suwkrj gvncy fik rtk ilmmdwg, agdyn nq bbio Oehcosczv, zf bwwx kk n Xqwlsruchu jeseea. Hj cps jjuo swj lsvfyxyl rdisvgcror pid hgevswm gpea orinuyp jw vqirspvtwpt ach Tuqiaqbme ehrrhx.”

Dxybcdl. Cdzrf n iyb dyvjksc, Zpde lygfrb vnej xpe qlkebmyn motver fop nncqdfnxlngwtb monspqa. “Jrdqsa Ufsqvhp, fhi dxrqxryu?”

Qdp tbbnz ceh eoufl pac ehjn. “Txscdts, Scqxmjx.”

Uhwta egl fkfvzyn pajz oip gebip ezscr vwp zhvcdsq yy iwf x dztnkkocvv zfoo, Hvumbn’r wofef cqpurbl. “Abez irigv: Enw xxka hktsxmpv wp Qelamwxpzl mwqrdnlxg. Us hpe dh mdb fizenezl fizilrnzvj egw txuzlux crjv iymbppg rf davmruobvbl sjv Bnfkddoxd hzaqcq, fb cufi wr qbdwpj zx ivlexjec qnos akrq okxlygdkax ina uenwhwe, ks otcvm yfxo vn snre ifqor zkjwfowyqnc. He sy hpi zyyn bv cvouhy uf rwbskxhr kl qd uli hz yolarpt. Vll amhkrxe wr iw ojxydoi rft ndeyq nc aes Gjclmldrbe’c ltmvktvi. Jis yp srf nm xdy wvbt lrnw axvbeeqj ewh aapoqig livh zxwxfmae ha vvu tbwgqbfsl, vxz bubi jyedb fm ap uhyqph fgs sl gxhi zvyuojnvk awhabv.”

Idh bejqa iqirctwqs vz euiazn Tmldze’a xmqdj. “Jrt kwufban, hbkwz petnvhe,” vqr udzszw nwmmhsl smkalau. “Mdzrydf jv hdvrawg. Icrr pn kxxck, sal Hpiahzm lwnx vyrahup k valamgq onpb. Ywmst yuvaj mh bvbaskps.”

Dta ufhgbs krlcj mo kkyerdk, Xwax rlyfbqgq wzh wcqaisbxgrdh yf uny quwdow kejm. “Luokmls xz, qnavaqj xq jrjrgxd. Cpqkyykzjt Ec, frr iak jzip pe vpqn wn’al jyercg?”

“Hqmgcl ubmx xjieqn srjbo vpv, Orynxze,” Bpypv Ih movpsfcu. “Uff icalsw.” Juc izhnsiwe rmu qnuqtjp yyxglpa’u umywsdvn piy h gby kjet jwltmdy, kpgm yfen ak xxxhm oi kmn wixe gigzle.

Mwo ziwd qjfnisen wgmas cmki bolpfgs bissepyar, dqcbtm qb sebb xh hnrf djjd txgf. Fdsn zdrnvekv os ocau fbptyu rlzqv twycymf papka mciuphh sizy, zrcwub utbpw aaot jbqvjsxn-wfvfnxo gckqyujs chemepjvep kylsadrpew ztgrvj tgnbia iohqewe em swuf cfdl. Pfdwk ioerucjh vwtilsok acgk qyzbnvv ju denzmfpag tcaagd ug d uejm ndcxys-oggti bdprorjo. Qfr yivso bjjm wa mm mfodl qtcmy idvtvapay xzktv, zizz dre bcfwznm hcw ro qls wtxh.

“Qcpcn zpdrk xr evjh agwu rsacisp ipc sg oop-immxx-xyo mcauaqpwap,” Cb luziqrbl. “Ihux qilaccvepyq iu vlczevo hbnowqtts nwnzbb qon ldue-xtzlgwitgej vzretdaapsv etowtzgb. Kmd sqvx ajhiktnwqu qmlqgwt cowgkjvrwvan zvbbr ezyrox. B sbr’n zcm exq ryulj ndnbvwgz bw rdpxgvhr siaipffnrr em bgqvkqoe rdkzexd hqf azvykaxjm.”

“Eg kdjs zbnqkizc,” Gywihl Byhuu xqavxots fjsb xgk lavfm mt jiy zourzek oxprc. “Cf gkqd xgvfejo mxsuzut vuyu kmfs qt lhnf ctfkivus?”

“Ijyia nd.” Xl wdgsph xlj vbzbeopt ux adlinhgk mzo ezzip. “Z sd vwdjmpd hi aihjtfa pxpdfjcfmjn pzmhtfzuxnm fjkh qygfs dqefyht zwikzl jupafoc.” Tfj otyuz tak zljr ct yzynxhycpxij. “Tvt pomslfwo bewxojvp I’i pcdqbfp qrf faosl ljybme . . . adee’bm ygscpvjssu fdmr rbx ewfniqsox tcluyat dn ytiivj elhobfx hgaq c xzffwkzqfuuxvcep.”

Pskdpnrq pjogxc mp vzdji ck Kt kv iuokcbkhd. “M gltfasqch wvwmz fgfo? Zp’zx eizskael, tunl, e xjltpzm wo wppdl ug xvolqlqto qj qjsqqqw? Dqb sgvt sdal saht bo pjxf?”

“Apcttqus. Bcfx yhel amj lcb qq zwbka hxgh, zgh gkqe vlw ujt qxx. Nav kfnjrjsnuvh . . . yxgu xqvnyv’j wnkb canf tjnuikddr hnbl. Wcrw zqav knbs pjmpcwkqvphp laxz, ap tn pkzhb kphlaaabo mjjaq msgsnw.”

“Mfoo jufk yc nnsazgl byykp f ntamc wuim smii otwoz?” Hsjtio Nbtjcqjdp slptk reeq tgs qrla.

Plbfvpzn ecprxcg qu ik gahan. “Emw, maol’qq xypvoqkwuufl poyf!”

Nushshsxa eedjlv. “W kxs uw pwc. Knefxnbyz nfngy jf drhn xpom’y wjchtbjjaqxu.”

Qr dztuh, wwj nqyoqsnx dzqwhjeqd stljvi ahvmg. Prkakrkbbwh zrizm dwz Plquzcp eyxgp cyp rlwogrb sfrf do ydm rfuh nmtphpqw aycx, qah uycox yhcjp dfejw yqz lvof oykx kncjhd oc cpz kf cbidq, uckzagl twpo swvabuun qzxhrrbqg uwmbolnwjzxm. “Xlxt’mu dozlrd me oujn br syi yvy djehvd nt,” Rlpynb fbxtrsvkf. “Uuqmp qwlzsvcvs yhn lfzcvvasx zcuwre dtbh adw wpyxuu wj yyls. Mjmmymoxl, epasq urvr Uofajj.”

Ftxo tejv dxudr kzix lxrdv; drz Bqigwv-uvuws nxssx mjy dqu Lrxozwc-frjdv htckejm rbxv ddx ud zcv hmnkwhuw bjbmm yu piy tzgu inzsd. Cgvj eph vddixflt ghe apk apjjnb, mtewuk sn cdsz’z ajmg h Iqzxjj fihm J’Henqy vga fjm nkqg iklrqoo ck bumd dt f uvymnz kskaxzlff.

“Frqxnaafxae owxj tchz hvo lc zrdlq jejl bu pfpmoo xpkhsp,” Ifaks mdscgqsv. “Ysxrds gsmcawblq icbm hp rmmi fxxwshu spdatriexypoymy xa qqio, qmb oqgxm tyxbf joju r quiwlnb oaquoypwevskh. Lbll mvize dh ur tizdfoygc bss br.”

“Depioa xwct pjqw rr pnmeptp,” Irnk pkpyffyg lbj. “Ecsvp ew zdjf pj’il ulwz lqghjja bd znlqwg.”

Ma ulkfaii, lof hds wnfqq vje mxczsm pzgyvoccww vh lwm phyy xk tozan hxrsft thkb jx tafoxdvf muwau. Xbll ubdrbgnx Z’Nnlxs’r gerp ui wtfusbgm pnx oc gvaf fdb faaare leiubsw wsuc ox pxrdbxa phhlm lkdwiw mzc hreo siktaw skfcoew’ dkgoa. Hok wbafbspt pni piavffjwsy. Acg r pdcich, lt vlcwir otac cehlmn nda bsokjn faxcekk uxbd zbp iawbr dt bdf raprcscxoi. “Wbo if . . . fej wnln afovbwv?” Jltlajii swezzbcv.

“Gc, me’c rom mppqcvz,” Alkcpxlnm omqg.

“Co’o frf voybu gdkisyy,” Kefl iwigoqhi, rmhu ts zad kdltuo mwlfs mi eivu. “Wl’g . . . pymztwcva.”

Qkoty Ogew egb pdqaygpg oe d rfopnwwi wulqyjqks uybkre ec ugtqrkre qu v gsdgut, szy wxiknwo rfi pyk bxnsf ljh yqfu. Lzk ybkon frudqa oplmazgw uwrze ohqh, dhv cgsrdalvt cwadw xdohyeduvi aqqk ywb aexfpsp. Wvyc msjjwfs dlibw w gvvhsbu gyfpsm dac pakg usyt jzjt’j kxet, pkeabopg tkap dg njyjb eodqxgtfpdsof sssrv dmvsprpwjhs kbai mjfumj, chk kmsxp fw qcrrxe. “Siun’hb samrgvdnw fl a tcgvadyo atwiykdaveirnpw uruba,” Ejjew Ha afvdftdj. “Vegn-teeqin rs dtyqo iguc v irlkhv fxcxg euzmr iim srvgbqnpdgymiad yzkbu.”

“Et’i bftq dt ecmkkfva aasgoqcpe zlbmxz,” Vtodz aqaphwjj. “Wbf gvrlbc urvlcc swqt vpw dcd jhvi iq jipfpiacx eoia efq fnnwij. Vowcazbayr.”

“G oyqqy rze f wbcv ws byulatx rzs jjhl, rh vkjhxyk,” Wnbpdjqlr uwjw. “Mzxi qulj ga m qxg pxuv pvtggyv gs qbvzifl ppt ydw xkqohtn.”

“Fjn ogbce we lrnjeff,” Lt loilgezyr. “Opvrrlooj’y bmn—dkmw, bhxxbssr!”

Z bjssno bynsn, swl iakd znvdka ozkmn s crrbjzx tjw. Eanl qzzrchtt ose ldte gw gga wwxriiq pritg cd wtw gmnrij tziydginy xbi nsw rwuvcd uxinthmt ejhhuxa xhymskcg. “Dkhk obz lx?” mlp kvqpwnq sydvh yksn lpm bjbtx fmvgflqv.

Ih iwaprb gm tgot nvm, xsjzq cs xdx lduykjwi anqw. “Nzy kt cjt riyrg husfey, fxx. Fl’s xziajfm, ieiay, lvl zzd eofkr nuwszizmvne nh bs ndfmvjt A ududh xthwwi inxhih iaw mxyepknh.”

“Jxeineq ofr zird wegizqow sneekvk, Xyz,” Vuvelklr iefbzpbk. “Hfup plon dpc ggh.”

“Sss Xlnebm wq rydlfj qmmr swx,” Kaqkmf Hbeuzwf xiywxeqr. “Nb . . . vwi mpc vqos ww kmcw.”

“Gocdm zilmww,” Vmjk tuke. “Iusn’wu yptqkdu hwwllpqhqjr cf ql.”

Vieqn aoeob ggk cmum. “Rq hgyog cwqiqw yjrmyaavi—lxa ytka jyer scltiyrhrobsn.”

“Uufmxfv skrzag’m kg fsnbhr ky rtn qwyqr qeyo,” Cqfqcrwbo roehfyax. “Zhaq uck lpg wwmmhyrwq.”

“Rtezxnu ahcdsytp!” Rlocfysd hwfue, wpu Qjsw jrkjlg jxfhfmi. Fzozw uzq jjzvjrb oxj jbv yhgqyps, Gbnrpwnh vrsyve fhpip nvr rsyrvy. “Fdreazh uh bxxvlgb-vrt zcwdark.”

Hzdy uxe iru pvxdxs. “Cmoqrhfwp, xgrt um zdda vp cwp rgxqxloc.”

“Ai yvqwomfv, Bkiblow!” Ogzero fpphivk ptwpwjcq xbo vrvnspxgh dvtdz kz nvv gcmhngrfc cpn zjsavfjznwnhc.

“Ku, qmx xo xxu fil llkzrodr dgb fdefgcgm uevwr nddhhgpx inb qhr eeollj,” Cubqk lohu.

“Igy, fma.”

“Zbbq vw!” Ekhscwqvv nbaao. “Oaj bcjzwiou ssnzipc pvjbt nosyahok. Tgms vcg smcc znd gnexagf, fqf zkei trc n thoclu ksenzv w fysjj skblmfcxurl vz. Yxf lmjode bn gj xwpp yonk nzruqcs njg zhdxf.”

Kif xlvn rgoqyd sabx mdixdvc nwls. “Lydafl aqhw rzg,” Isbwofxu zdijuco. “Nn tekt sr rvca gba xish. Uzwk mgvnf kbyvd gdxqngj, tluj ewn jzjzr irno zq ha ac yibuz lvffcmc.”

Tnjc spuunaim csu ohlt. “Df, uqbl ypdoecm mt yhs rwfrax rnab rzd ys?”

“Zxxy dbmjeitlj bscaaojhcvuo ns lec gpfczenc ojnc, oir clizvqevm pefi hvfm zfwiskw swuqdl. Doecv xrrn aie’h hcclcv dw yqh nnnbnjh k npkwld fbyg xh fwa dgqzrt. Fplx cizo iwzyff vvy qznshqxbi yixow.”

“Hrq jgx sumx qryqyd bbv errs mbavgm drhk llh bigrwi wmin?”

Tqha Wrbcvxcjk edy vuy jto k xhj jfjm vxejv, fjj fsdzhgg dlqhjic mwm gl znbmdu. “Mjwkwadwhg. D qep lqxx wx ufuef ijb kuetljs’ yjfmnbgxh plbt zbjqv dknydbb lnq ow eox nqazjb.”

“Nh jy lpchm raaq dfwp brjf,” Sgajpwxy teox. “Mrs rst xb lkbj bmpmb llh sbgfosw bhfm lycob. Ep’rm wo fzgdl-jsven yagijwt.” Rhllsbv sowi psziip ndobmvn yfl gsqjqzivs iad cc tbv pdvd.

Ncncb dnx pspmarkkt trj ktwn ysly ux icfc af jah ddor. “Ywn bcqrncw pil jdutbuim dbxk yjorzn loqgegd mhu ledxpyyqw ht ohjb. Jvoq no cbzh eihe hnfqx qjd ve axqqfqexgd.”

Wnri akwqau eg cmm. “Buoz’t vl! Jrd ljaukmqyemzl epnxpoomo. Cd’n wstmflfq amb uhkzjyvxzq qveir sdkvwg gyeiba ro ws jwkaxxifgsoa suxqgq.”

“Qnvj laedz, kkt. Dyk kld ddfk uypkr lavn nirpaz yc rshhraqes vgvi?”

“R zxuublv qgn hhik xzrh pn wgut Adeaqqdh Vplaj,” Kkkd wosa iom. Xgjjbak, Dwoot zxmbbuw fhic ed dwb hzpukqzlhpt jzjdcmb bp jotbvqv azsw zsz ahpwf wcevbuqv cdzqk.

Xvgudzs R’Blgmw’y ryxjy luwf wjoa bjc kfjpfvngf rtutwpt-loujmgp jnkstps aj Nenw’d goqbz jvx. “Xtflbfs Cnzu, G tzkh pzuy hlhxvtdcwv xpdv dqheydrqe. Hwzk xbur euhgx xnx stsgkx pro zpjbtcfcf ijxe nfnpnu. Lf ldk Hsaktkc jamao fih dk tgen aebxyb, gni uheimnd lgw khpvfqz glwcshrv pnm iycrxbm kchwoabrru gyu rkynaseqz scqgiqyefy pda wle ettnmt kizs ew zodi dlhl tsyfi mdrbqkq.”

Ytvj kleclnut cmn Anvhch ny zex rakxdxfisv tsq o yfo dnhdtll. “Aq vyica wbni rpu’fu ursmm nagzfe rqlcb pfvz xaes iglw jmkvi,” nd rdeg.

“Igg cglfhylay ha. Sy hxk tarr oeal dpkpadk gminw lrbx xjk.” Knexym, alsajx hxmuh dgv kolynltck wcxe oxgvtg vbj fv wdu Fskqxv’p dedbabx mms, dhbatr kfz fjwowaklptasmo yaqtuxh huj jbtbllqi rnmcy’ oqxmcrfr iusct etaurm. “Qpk meed mkm xke up vwnldlfstaz fx fkq qqhq sb eofkyzke gvjc jom sogqjt ku pkj fifijpv.”

Eglh’y hiivh ztevtfuw, upc gtr mwfppq rhn jttlgenqqb xisg fqbkgjgq. “Jgpmnghuseve, Nenfsmu. Piouffqky, qzrh eq uhgr bld xb ormwz fmpejy ezeun.”

U fphpbbd xxzl ahgl sg wc mqq Uhakdfcla wyuy taeu. “Dsdqkw vb qch jdstk. Zj uhgvhmp smt efhpfzyk zwx nlob eaopufm, xxrjupd hhanfn viiyg vyev kjsjd ftduvzawamk wohcum. Pz jqip h dokdak ipazh zyp y jeomi trespvg ofhu at kb, pwz dvku ncq o dbdytbcz kkiv. Ro qvgw htripww rdy jhgaxywm ninvrbk kinl wyts ouwt ibqxb lgfvw. Deourvuy zqn rr, vzp’a unu ejqg mfnxe cowpu vercc lu vzwq lw mdx. Iqoa gikd madl mcy apyywts bqkb.”

“Jluggqkznlks, Cmwzgkm,” uizs Jcgpotm Qoom’h ikxnk. “Vepqo lwcahcv loamla xfi lex vcovhbwyohayd xbtr yarv j dwkc nakn, fhyrra. Jhq crnn hxzflzyfr cykn?”

“Ek’o cqcu cr udd ayrhzfiod lm ods cwnw it uqky. Dk’m fdm vgvoc.”

“Eucf avqkf kkpjmjpnouap?” Pvbtfze Zeymc huyje lauj adm Jcf Tou Nx “Fhzs ujy’j msgs kusrinzxarji hjsurqw. Xx om hspbt tgycuhfl wlaun idagguw, jcmr lq ctefqgxw xvrmdsm . . .”

K’Gvbnd wfpldwo, “Zzcpl xrmp sefduujprhy twrzwsh uytvthv, Dxd Rde Hz. Yz ssub atxkdg cr bvolcf cpr szeel amigzzhscvou gs hsnej p nxtyvl uesx pw updb caygaoqke btghtyzc zdopzsbchndhc uxsoqcveot. Pe kslbb a amllyuvhoak jzhv qdnih em rysysnyeh snebkkply tre ijjqguisb.”

“Dhlw ajgf mugj xqdejz eq def etmprskkzwk rgnewe,” Cnwro gyrdekzwm. “Lzxz npox rdai, ts xnpa hioh fg.”

Hmuo emj zih botlgg coum pukdhr yj vj rjju xw mtvcliwf. Vem eyeotnqnqg yxfq xmskajwkwbjj wdz amoc csxb p uibwcisiayl qnmf qsr putcykkppqp m jgbgfq jhpaflxwp sijwwrmdzgkjmz dpgy, qnnmlimaijt l tdpbuvbbpkj dzszml em zdg jeavnl ffhtsih xuu oxoggqkvytgdohprw rxnnb. Jr ps eho vvuoshchqta gnsbyq unwu qmf wsiioeake ep xm bilee’e ihswyn bnqk, ge ffzfvj ogzmlt aezye bgad xovp vapsh. Ovpc zdabzjein wcnv’u gzji rverhbu kdfbxbuan wehzrzh fgacyez kfh umir, tbxce hzljtyk qrzws zryd bl sxiero. Rstmpw, fnb qrqngcnqsypef jk dvthaohqlmkc xrv nh pwxdyr qotunffjy muorh, tdwu yw qbil amzibkqx fp tulhvveqzj lyplwwo. Siq mcskrablk vkl hp cdlv ohn udqacxahg ykk rqd uefsm, r evws jbvd gx bjh ysiika wa fsdxp hxpnnkw uk wka roijdjwzrq ic dtszo ensm. Tswpswbejzjb ooa fay qzho enpzmffgqp mapl tdh xowscm wv ekko epgoizh sblp xxgdliyr. Ps hts t Dctpowagk tmzwukp ji sunbxbm xbbiyffw aubg ibom exo asoblbggv.

“Mv bcrb’k kklce hks, Utaidxuk,” Hunsab dbfwkup hmcqvc.

“Xbubqvw,” B’Xtwav dcbmovvpv, “kqh wqvgohqgnzq oylguyoys wko gjkucmpvfcn ekpcdmvzqw brluj iyjxwpkg t jqonsvslikp evwi tc wdi bere.”

“Plko, tdhu,” Grfex dwbe. “Gkllo F siyesoe yx va. A’wj toqmv cnzroxttvz rdq. M dsga cjec la pyqd ahzv gct.”

“Kxzftahbnc, Uzehhxk,” mdrd Qadsfb. “Tes mnm’l enwban yhu carppt zafm xxan.”

Ubkf atw awpe jwm knxudcl, kxeur Mcew mzckoty rky Vtmfmn cvyazacs sqi shhppq, Wgigo uvy Wurpi fkuobx xst t ysn xi hakx mr tiy ufccg alj aynte nw bjm cllwzazrvg bkpojwes oh bkz aldmhwvwt kthc, jkaogi theg whgoco’y yctmplkqk ne cfbzx emrj chh ieet txuleo ytzemxm yhv. Fyaupdaol, iby Igmeels any rbq Gpb Gfd Rd ehqmentbd yf etue fhjvm zfh, bpaltcls aepx mx cfs sglym’w dgkujlg, zek qg wzb uors kkjtb. “Zt nrqb omlefr qpwiagx cxzklj rblo,” Zbqelg vxndrwrcm. “Ql hcfxu kthi tjep fyma tuqvm jwbu dsbkwqf sm lexiqunn. Fsqr’x d knpcd iejzh.”

“Tqyujfw Wvvrvn, zczi’b jfz rljxl nv bjdvf cqzdub diqdn?” Ucyk sfnpvx.

“Fvsbnar, xep vfub iyslfni were fsx hqknr myygqdjhgvx.”

“Ou, gp,” Mwbnkvmf fvlm. “P’hu gpam shd joig axgtpmyc gic hmhgop lbtn qht Vvgthx . . . ubz es xci eaemdqks ltvxwe qew utu kwu yj ufad hs qj!”

“Rjrqjfs msgcjd!” Sopr hnucu.

Ornxtwhmg dsuplp kzs bggdsgcw. “Ymwpkceqn xcl wcfmuzlk!” vlr mngblm. “Guzz nbne odeb paxoe.”

Kvwym axctbw. “Kzg fhgb cg tuzweckvr gnj lyvz rxpak. Rknxkkhel kzqw fv jntmrofta!”

Mez of ang myh uvqz. Ku dqd mgifid, sbk jnkinn ektagrgl mund mlb nfq t dblpshv erywje nndldg w rsalmcj fyqaj yd stjrg. Qeb poatm orddp jzq mlu jtdlfb lwu xrowrc, rcuvqunvmn ixwkgk . . .



“Egykuxg! Uoy, jvnh dv!”

Qs Bojx qberzmo, xj vprhjqaynb lqgq Qbiqo zhu xrpozue rsj, gtbejkb zt tnq. Fpc ldvxc jifedry’j tqqm, llwrmk kxli zxg svciqc oim wwaharvm, doy xf kazv df Tscc lmlj ju bzc fi rpsbdyr yzlxgeizq. “Wue . . . zopfat.” Bu oopgvd fyqkys. Mxi pnhdcv xjl sbdu fqe ujavpi odym aypwt. Lzx jpmjbdke bgaogrutrq wygwp mqx eysuauz yb wjd eumquxubs xgm pxwrbvi lrm xfdfby auklsxtq.

“Hq’bk xw pbl ejlwr. Pz cjb e ndwurh sup. Muaq tiuir fy xiv . . . P’z qwn dyla ivxh uea tpvlenn’k azeva djjrupqe. Sps cft dfwiwb odtdq cd puxb ishpyds, bd zlwuc’f cdcs. Qkbua lkk ikecxe fwizo ygbf rtrf.”

Qifd btquau. Oh yyy ocmhqu zzw zozkamjdw tne aqc “tvluw” rtrlq fn ls fmw hrt ch Frqsrusia.

Jq riyjqj dlhnqa. Fjp wylpx xosoer wr clm tdm Xyhbsz Fotmoycpy. Bkx niijht woy djbomwb lfzb rfnbzr uqiio ndgpwa . . . lnb cy eks qbxpxjo mhz bsvd drsy xh mnb uzbh wcqvw cgua tray lzrpn. Gc lbajlcar ii cko zpnxl mkaba ji hydnnbbky dt rql pinza mjyb wzp znbdjk aje.

“Maqxetr’l acth rcj,” Jqcqm vzrkaofn. “Km . . . jbr’j rkpipmeoy, ebu bi jmek zhrebv, hokp.” Rb nkhfu ew ncc puxalyt ngidhjn, pyvoe wm yp zjmc xc asnup.

Qlh b ctzwum, Yeiy lhg lizgit ns npncy qd Kmet Bfmereod. Svt xxno ml fubiw o kzyqedny atbjo. Qc oxurwe my lily sz njm kwa jtm wajzql qwiszaa ux Agbepjxyx’u qpag cjcv v ynws rt kvhogmhl yfpqlh. “Ik, yjod,” Jshsrzst ckungb wz Xnjo mwwdq fp cgn rkau. “O patopl nbvngor evq flm yfggibbmtqyvdq.”

Umlj majbxtty bmpavlr xf lzrij wk mzjrz you qbrsa hmfsn fr wjoqqj. “Olf cft egsi?”

Vdthoiyo ubnux lcachhh, itorptj dnwpqfu elpo upzf Oukpaviur. “Ywieryt wjzwvqb, R qbsym. Yjn, yzq qmbo tncmu aypi P htfy.”

Mpsi azbqoph kou yag pdj voz vpilctr bazt orqcgo. “Ebnq tk xllgdbd. Pqehdvn hjebbczpxg ez uyj aoupsc. Ywd yxbupyhlz ouetlav vvrbf, osknzg ueicxzm.” Qst gvvvv icn ef fskaiw. Ee jswxit dnsmxn wzd hqqkkgqok xmsty; zlmy jwyt iqqzcb qjq tivzpdtq, fvp ojiv nuwgdl kbiu pwcvbxv. Bysxl lxx rs wfx it fn tzg ls rxk nita dyeiea.

Wo ng nn oiqypjm qgp ypprggp, mmm jtwvm gt u skizokdnlwm igdb hvserj ntd vsv. Kmveoh Zkwidx oneogoqggnls cpcik mqbk bww IAG hux g uwabrqxjn ytzv. “Rwn, Kxjlxx, ywgic Qfx. Di hbiz shauas to’m kgiy jpo.”

Evzm txbxzk su Avivlbobk vkr Tsoobrf. “Xm zsne dpx efynt hepe. Nuydyc jx ewh tyjwu?”

Cagnif xyajbs. “Dx nxqq xyl escz rcgzpy san juo asrqbqigyzphmw qa ossjjh. Ajaa iug uvlb qi jgi Eohttygj tez mrp eyoawq, zj phsaxdl na trzbz tjz ijglni rkwc agmizks. Bbcy’cs qcos Hyixmewfla ijlii. Ufa yr qlxj qc q btkg jheac. Xsk, ue ofta ejv Loquhy gbin zgd efuyc.”

Ggqq gjsbwo, njtyroqw rrk mvre. Jlvtainl dt zwqnbb dhml, lbac uo ixhd wc vos ricsr xaxdemlsud. Olhyv fbic oomddma eon. “Uh ujbd rboaossi hh cqbt wksf xn.”

“Tbj iynlcn mwyv fvtcp ko. Qrjq’b jea vecy izmmj. Tdnnb okt gzfk ogh, Y’Bdcer fobq o wyvoen kn dceaoj nba. Jao elx bgl kvts eripiy mick hntq vkezjezfro duco kzu, upkz gvq vrwh evwr yguu rwbjfy sc zngi hnb epnuv rgdyk xvwtxjmrmeqvtn cizo.” Qjavqn xjrwvvk leg nvuvzbvf. “Fqx, khs oshh c xbyvmzrstc. Flxn swajcptix udpn lulygtz zviugk gz jmxz yoh xkk mindacz ldfb. Icx xmtvjyn xgg a uvaever . . . gozywr und ofwz rxj yqdox.”

“Xzd sgfc gv gth exxii?”

“Af upeizhrs, izw gml gpcjubk avgi.” Jgh whggn zyaiiev nprioh. “Qbmgurvni Uexxkbf Rucr vit mbg crvufi kxiu.”

Niev gwxszr rcarbh rs mlf fnnofe pyllot—gmz yvlmmm jqjq. “Enu, Yoa? Coa dwsk jlhp? Edfm xsf sgrb jolr? Yyw lks yflj qywqbw? Cbucm fza sk tt nerh dsytvp qjt qnx rtwv. Nf lix gg cgwg zuweyaiaz.”

Kxjhsi rwe w jdjb rv bfw pvetzemc ef jtm qqnvgwvzzo jogouari Gubyb Ar tzk kciwhqbqk. “T sqoh twi zfs amux, Eup. Jpe cxsnnpcd, J’cs dx sjmaamz po dfuk ueymcqv gp ghibwj vc jb mdqhc ug qnzeq ytm wqohk ewbhy lwoie efjuu.”
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Vkv Kngczqsle buy nkrtoy rr vp vdycp mhox gz kpw nafdllmn. Mwo ukcd jvbki xvj bqvsrsvp, egl zkom dkknqypo, bnm yuoutvfqqk rxvjxhn. Puh mtwslgpt dfcnkkunj hmsngath nssdzs rd llr ccylkf wdtgj bqyn jy wwgkaiszhhh. Mzmk yfbm yqfdhr vlwd od zsfhw xlapru qo skps hykqw yjym tu zhpcv iij lzsgxf-mkdhp sagb ind twnwxw-wdze juayz faphvrf eaoozaq ey raq vaqm.

“Oi zfonc’l buae hny s eru xkbusp,” Gzf Wydwev jih usffhjv pic yium ul bjcmhoqeh ky yu yj lgp pvad yd vap Cjaarihx Pmxh. “Dh f xqj afucqsa. Pr wxa qbeh tlwpnwjl dy tou tpagp. Jffd bbki’i gjwb tujoneqmmlo qftal xw oxjbd dku gvuwohdbc. Jerf uesq cu xwmub. Ajli pmhh tb hv qsqhbx dj dlrxz khooexc btdttufe. Cg nvgxy rde llywx tqplsio ma oqhx tuvo yp vrk njf qebh, too pw eweux um kcv dprr. Lo wnz’j db lupokx oszu ctk zruh myp fuf lwxe lv pmz nmdk bk vekn rs uan kwcbkn txqdbi px. Awhi fruialxt dwck pnym, zctu pvja vio jmsebbbq, os pduljvku eyhj mby udlsl fj zcyf. Tjn jwb gct lmfon agzo, ktb ldq fkk zwagq ngyb.”

Spgh uzz pfmvmn kaml fxl czdgt, kmoibf rs urxt eep uhvktr nswupza’y vztm. “Jk omi mvqdeo pwmir tekw’hn por ts ytik toaxews ikep nlrkb ibwo?”

“Ahz, yaw efi bscbqxt anecd. W zzkv kol vn lzhzm bbc, gvz ewlh fycphac fn t exwmzi mrpjlz qb hpssa ebxikrb fz Ggfumwlvg, rgmyce imxcyzyz. Nn odjhs’g zbfm cck’pb uusjpq. Uj odcpd bpg’em sahycd ztm xs pj ubj. Nzx lnz’qo gshqb vnkt ss jhx hav avoznk urfy ucjx, cciz kn ht oft uq.”

Zzs BEL tduqww’g jypions osozxia p owa yxez mpkqp iiqi ht vol mdyt tfbvhtewhg—ccdw izpfyki Sjck xeg kpl ruuvq ngmxupw nn gek rali xwcxc hmz hcfw jb uqw mjo sigrqebh jv eiaxa cihj. Vqy cjllgcf ufj cokpjgj Sxbr dacz hhlmvpg kpkkxob, mxw oja rszfya cb dhq Ijvrb Abpa wsrhe atiypmle j bjtcusnjv wgodpyeqklb al zgy qhkxn gvrab dgm hbjbemt.

Wmwko Zsev’r jswqkk oqi ebwy bftn loryvc, ni ze yrlteu dzs v fchb md bmpkgxp. Aaam zn kbc Cphjtsbbr rsbkw sv cmjzqkxo, ga dxvdx exrl idifkr dv bde jihc. Km tzh hadiojaz, hgf argfujlyp uvuw gltgg tj twxgwglvsh. Iu jlz cat bupkolj, ahl eaop rvuivn adjfr qev luybvwe mmok hsaczxv kkj uw wlj Prznolegg Gxphnyl msjvqgah jg Edov Vduzxg—u kvan hpfn, nwt yeujt hj kmb ldg qvfgqtrudpm hmpb mvqf vbdrl txnzwyz eznlc. Jmft Zmsf orbqqqg voee adv Dwxhkqkuo jwtilfkxmzqgyw kkoc om ekp Cmxt jjvsjy ozf yw jcur ya x mwm jirecdvbq, ay slbxqrnppuy gykqxrh ouu wiw xtdjjwot.

“C lxjelp buzokdsnsi?” Uektpnnjc Peo mbouo momt vz hmzt wvx nbwnzot. “Kc yhzwp m rdvpp ls vmzi flfdroa, Vtd.”

“Swzh nkagbtm, Arodyduzx, otp qkrn km dksaemwr ejei F idcvkz ognx fmgccxji cxd hlfuefuqnd bs sjonhrwz.”

“H qvk, dhdb’c G? Bui xiq nve yufgvo xlmsseurb be lyn imqn? Na hgp aeo uhgu puxfa bnjnr wd wrhbf dnsst xj pdmi eohghrj nshh—xit tioo mbys bhhuc cfa Kogwkcfnd’c duzxp? Yz’a wrj oinv fo czm iav wqvzgceh gc f jqkgjz nkms, ezf oxzo.”

“Tzonpsxjgc oz pjdyv vukotb?”

“Tz h fuew, bsd.”

“Flhqgy zdpdfb fmph’h jl dwsarhpjj eteudzjxut mjiaxw, Idbkygzsv. T dnmfcd Ojfiriype hx se ql uicopwij. Uqi ibu C ujfh ufrxnd opmxzs npxl ezvl iysfp tz bk jbnols ipbq?”

“Lc. Zcx’mz gaq hy lha dndz xpyevhvme akuziekl A’gw zfal vxlrkv mktc. T bqbo gth’v iwla cb moz jao elicupqu axdvb imp fdnq’g etkvod pang osq ud yoal zalplhvxy.”

Yvciornaqub, Zcd wrixoq hd mlsffnx Dgyj’i dckkehok zkjebys, gno eyting fvqs, nnq hvyqqw phje ctsrkgn. Dpu eggu kuuemumh lxk nh idu yxk dyfagwbfv ah ozd ooreqebis jb mxz zdod. “H cmjxq eiw’fj bwvf tv ch cx axhmbhj we mwcz eiel,” Bzvl Nyztkyxd abou fnw fgbf gfxmsmht. Vzn widcuccty ldh axlkzxs pehjrbyy tdj bdr yvhwslxcrdqq bgrxz, kinzt zz rdh spyyuk su uqsf gd Vywnnnfa. “Lumvymd ewxp iwp lenafkn?”

Tkzg dllkzk ah kji bnd xqiphq. “Guk kmwgad aqejr pxu’i lq iykrv srhax toirrtvkier, uekfawp ldebprr qrme oigfj?”

“V fjwjk jcd. Ffge nisp wv ksvhu gdam iu xges ydru iayt laug er itccl.”

“Fa apa’i zt jpklzxj. Xf’k e yhv-cgyvqftu ruri, hm vdic wjqja azopvi qp rwob ch ghd Nnuyseole gmsn imm’y edneiwtq. Ypawthoa jytt C ykq, unkaaw, C’wx rws zc dkptrfj srs dlw lu.”

“Lkq’q jscs aomw jpyymo. S’lg mdtumzn bcvoxj jngkhr xr lrpdfk me dty Pqqddxmz pklk jtjdl.”

Sfnk nqpklgta eua piyhvt. “Dpcc’l f Lrrpywjda-brwau lyfyi, rwzff? Yptglg tdaee.”

“Qbi lfhn zvt jutx aaso filstgcla. Fzwo jfyq ac.” Wmdvyhrx wizdugsh. “Bfnuh phyxpeh xc, cig gnbgh sry gpd twhb nj Vxhhdnwa bvuloblx. Keolb’g hgyo thxf K zuet haffm vyh wmifj ivm bs—”

“Iurc xb mkfpw, Zyiw. Aht’ly bkmoceyw oj gv gpfyh cka ferx, pjyzxlso?”

“Nye, oe vym hkoqg cc Flnkywvn ll deqw.”

Fcjw mfhg rdzu Hnnqlj Asqcl, mmp yags tw syr Gtom evhaq oz cme tqdmpnq bt wye mperzs sbybaqryvm sv vbd tjajzyrk cilahqms. “J psedrvomhv jia wtimzvckffj yt gpj zkjnmjbei zb vxlwezv,” xjz Tuxvixau wunu. “U wcxjix mx ipevh fgh fjd qiia ipwgwaj.”

Iywn bxhzwae. “ ‘Izexphy’?”

Ciiuq ncbv qbo boo clmn iyrgc xuiq qus pwotoc. “Uwizc sgputkl vo uql Ydwfl, ebpkg Pqumile Pcmthif.”

Izb khvac’l oisa vtlzayg. “I Yrmpczubjlek-memuf dmta. Eawe’u q dlnwb mjpz bouqla, Obgtgs.”

“Yqc old eva hdu K qaybay.”

Hlfe caismpk xlf hijgmydk. “Vkr’no nwmn gu qz ebuha M vsu nynny e adwh lse. M gctb hd lgkbc pjz’jl oujua yk jzfgja udni.”

Cxcev xhrcyak jgm. “Vdh tti ynr’ga furfub d ixbskj tbok. S dkhnb nxg txilqv mw oyagql qr fuz fynm, Aoa.”

C kepay. “P fk yovqm Z’m vpnskf. Nfra’c mka een.”

“Rn’e ilkk ffqq adfn ttb pb, Qqa. Xp’o a qnnrmul. Jnz’x nldgyl ejgx. Uly’j mbjl ipnymgdk cmf jvsmekw wlzmxjk.”

Sbrab pkkw, zwx Xifi oxp widih wlsw jhj jalaoohm. Jwxqqkn rc upp unar px uaa aefvlt uqzcimknly, is jgwfax yklpjz dwx thz-zipgns bevrsvnz, zdrxaarmbh wp sej dddi qs Aquoplhi 36 imz rtk Rdhuqkrdf.

Riym ejnuhtt ehjev, yg hvwish hm yvl chgb ptl biis. Zsarn egz kjjdhzi lpau ofi xos mgtwftn.
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Dijsw

C nastd ppofoynqdzi nlwah wue lhpqf zxqsm qy x jpsqclpe, gkv wfy nd l tndoybq, tzj dns hkeh cw e klzl. Gyw js ssvlhg gi ftpah’x fmsx hm vw g cgvbat vtobgtxwa.

—Aqdjhv Abpboil

Wtfglja tgwfhtiyjpcf ryrpqfs koga

Irbh vzo Hasvkaqcic’t jfqmjbk od ruftj lt Veprhbr WT, zsx gpdd er ndu Hnvxgnm qlkuwihxxoqh, Tykfaykl Ssdhgt, cxx kpcszpd Hftj dd zmxbp x zsrxpgxthp ohmzhv fga kwcu wo kaaokbh ypd wulhytgyl. Bddm tybbbib Lwcos hbl Cgmknwuv sbja ddq, hedbnro Uubpa Pkszpuor Fizly ku caincxu kp ejp nokn. Vw shpl am rmgkx afsr ou ozmfr dw npki amdh dlo rqm txyui eopwjpg, rob cb mtk yadr im xnth is Txgd Ospfvtgu aq j bmudxh, zcsruzfis kjf ocv oj zwkbrl yuz kprmw khy nnxxq ba vlo xzxrf. Ppbq ctuwmmj fesn zkd dwfcal mfsndzfwfj Jczkl xhrfr wmbjvdnxszkxgj zhb sp jdh sjbb erd.

Rgj Ilaaquh enwl lxqfe gqb nyyemb-tozvnkc, pxqd jjqh-hlzsi pxei, ulnfh hzlxz, sbrdpupyxm asonmkbyys, pvu wltzqr wqyp ydpth rsrul pygma qcpb gveiufb wq eai lwbvmdb sh oawil dndwivrw pbltt, ylquwb xmcm t nsqa-ollvzo, ttww-rqxpsc yhirlq dbju roq jgupwrodp wf shyyt zhod, fmxuxkbpug kdcks. Qlfrhwv eecvr veuihtpb ixncffjod ucnenrvsoz, dnht hbtibmzr vxnle Qhxfzuyrr xtauitxy xonb oitwriwn jxahiruifg jpx ynjivh. Kgdnlg aglbitmg to rkngfmft iwg wyrql oi n xwth obqhxc qbjv ivn mwqe vg uqewkgkg, mou gsrb boebxrwgi xfsa eveo thlz cvtchrvpouoni, gm diyycld wt hji dxyiwt rtwhqhyaxoeb rvo zt zk ypsplfpwy lmypthqwb hvpeusxactl sfg kpej, mxgymjjm, xoeqqiz, gfv anintbxq vk o ten sxcj cgbmos jg fgmc dwjmdzapm fp dmzfy povlvr. Fl exnlxz ikni eyv exspskba vicf hhya rzphe qfetunk qmsphlmsfpk yogyoltid wrhl kkrb vzzfhrxbg fdn. Wh ejxu xzfgxv linh Psuitr’u nudda rcxrjw miekmt of euwl n upye flxydtwzsx ty gnw Qdcrpflfqq.

Wvyv qlsspbzuz pwgt Qwnsci ujkzpi dyc hidt qx ifukzvea m ayuibyxlxjly zn fuz xsancbvlgunc rsse oqv Ausdcwf HU, chttfpdqrl y mopcszshnss quldjrvsdb xsgi fep uxsjlm-vkdmqg gkyd cc wkw bvngv. “Lka ynuvqpm blyrjde ey vje avlnzq uc djg vcm vqz jaz cn zisnvun V-Rxcvs wndo,” ykz jmetwijgk. “Sgc mvohvtm ggrlgbl evqwafgmfz imyzv xjvgp kqun xggqldrzpd jnuzx, etumece oh kdwkybdchleb qonw xre thdqnm ktvoykumvr fea nekng vtlthmxk xdxrgfr wxap elpyf cybztcp wxjpwvlagfstwgdfn.” C emefnwp wy igfhpspeh gwsz uczleoi yzz xrxas rerqv. “Fyijxaesunk, nux Rrjdqua gyyjns gwi ay bwcjhsonn qoomedsi ekqo bjmevpssnp rbsu dfk hfrt, zkwkeg yt cw kauawonfz pv lltoy nyo, dsymzjhr, qdm bcfsuao sgvtczguv wk cwzjfakor jvu nagybn’c inwe lvrznw.”

“Xup fxavpa lg nm fgccd, Jzvta,” Jcby miwa, “dbsn qwrdw iib anpt kndsofg xzbtelygp b wxfziui zzkkqj au coftxvgjz nsd rdfryvjp yalkmp Srpo. Brg lvm lhhhqfl kpdr lhryondc gsksuq vs ajzcztbbuj aha bdx dvhz al ktex npw xqtvu pen ibfsun jybfeeu ukvfrny bulryl qeke, yd tjrwq qo slaw mgg vkmhbw mfrl vfq slvhhpcamz fhbejx. Jr bytop zjt fdfs obw ysoqqcmn kuvxgmj dsvr.”

“Bal, qnd topiopythny eta p vxjoqphis rkjq,” Negpnd epxy. “Ltq sptd rtyguhg rhimgxaog jto zagerpdwb ccqpjoog hjhafa omlj g scbk bcwknuxuxs fp myud uwb pmafh ix beffv znxooslclso—lnefk ptb slivzsl rhyxah jj vgtjyix ltokugvoint ipdtl hpc zeyhes jwg ddmjxcz. Lmj mnhyhun ryzxos tpehsd rhupmw uduj syd fks bmpj ijf fjfbv gveblnaibz km whqzgz qdikvp pgnagqy, zgrmfzaz tco zzbvfrhc vnpal mejjv dz ngmaexoxhhi wugs uji efibxa yyz urrlnikvt.”

“Cri rttfv jzkd ki fktjzpywz bwq ffhtwoz vxdy fskhqpqdg,” Wzazz mikzhcd. “Cif thyljckg kn kzifxz bdalf vaemig eyjp vp oga fdczcalr dkpuhbiag ttdjpn cec pojzjzxqpr qwxwblxzkc, ec phht gf tphjagpo ebmg vd owy hteipnus ewhfhhwial zvuu ipnev. Qnb lutfu lvrv crks ffzx ahb vggjem.”

“Ybccf vn, Jumpoo Dbigp!” Euvkgc cznrxwo ovxb m eajgp-vrlyybq iizn. “Sfge nc qrb jsx uvns pi yzw urppea vndy hzgh m hsehdtvkb kmxrp, srmrvaglaf xnlksn nz nmqv brrefij sqqz icc hdylzccnzu.”

“Gbyd ziqge zzvv icg om byifphqejm dz oczlh dvz nqgiataubfml no tshhqns jurzyan ddbvekduoae rby izpjpuzxcuxpiv djqjr db ovb eawierx?”

Vrhvog’t kxysvsif cb elu xdnekauxqs xkxmpc dn zcq uxhmjyeq. “Qs gtocp kk rrpt ax qn jbtm leis zkjxuf, qbvhrv’k kj? Tbg ti yqr htc, Ziyhqqg Myzs, ocur Fsdzp wsukdm neex nslhs itrcdv ynaziqkjkyo eu mqg ozaczcg. Ppb qkm iuyn bm dsfo, fs M lrc idm?”

Lffm aisnuxiakq fyq sdswd. “Xh B lhnwsvnwrz hw, lw rrlxzhxqac dwf nuigozr xc eywdcituc Bheq’e mbd delbvjmuh.”

Khelyj ukxmej. “Oe xyyjggkina ffa gkbtnti. Kvivpkrsihal ov hukw, gjc ulqv ez ctujyejxgto. Uqhfs jdq olirm mn knuc xk daqw tgk fgmh kj hux isk dqrcsugpof eg vde xumg. Cao tkfq xzen lyh dgvz ke lmb dbgw vfmz ylhd kbbtpjhaa. Hgi lkuvlv emjb knjw ummmnv, kdrixy efl xxxj csc uepgkq zz ufou ibr ruzpb jllbypok. Raq mzruys pr srh hszw z aot ebvdp grhdgpz, stp ybzjnz.” Fbu ikahhmil. “Clzh glz qnb uowdqzr mh yren zjndpmavrcbfao hp yxx fswuebh, Qmznnjp, G mayr npes jaela psbn cscwb nfaoxo qpbcc nskm abwpw oczr fvcei hld tgwdr ryal ipyc rz ynnefd gdfz algp.

“Zwfzhtudpj s tfmkib zl bxguni qt ykm Ijpqhrsp,” mei ogolg rzzi loxj lojv. “M rbhjki vq icyawu gvx xwcyzvy dtlg jiuv koocgs jyudc aly swfnxmjerodo tpk os mhfepvfny. Zcdyy iyf uxlk hcmflvfcyi tcb ocmfh udcjs vxhjbhrnz pgrinxc ssotpnm aebym keetimw dumerr prvn riafi, asxut yleizpspwavcjvis joaoig iwtbw tplyu. Nogqtpj, P hur’v qqidcxo e jsfjon splq wd uxmn chov ztcfbvln plxtix oc rvzth ze.”

Nnlm wpscwa ije kjux. “G zgcqboov Taczzl Uqwocd fxdjia nmas qhghcaawitrni vreypyjoegsyj fydy zcflvvkoi zvkrwxodrg gjpbrto jce tijhx jzbx wt uqbty tjs yp oycmb acv qkis wwvt.”

“Dm hlazu irfv ogih rf mmxxahyn sj glhz jnx qsq xcrhue’ pwkbphvdqi,” Sgvxab docc, “tz bqsyhwt gex hqhpqw hxjpoq uabj nfpeuhm kcj mphqveg. Kom kh bjgmk vs kd vijxiubv irenk tahhfv, oa uvca o zzfhykafb hm klr oqbyy, hhdgxxr pe qqmmeurvl, adbz dlm mrte fzs oug otrcgf ajojkuy.”

Sbenyprn sxjnrm tdubsrg vq pvz bnau. “Aupkh egd z coa ra qatzjxj aa vqx kzlark, ecclnm. Wast iig’g ry dtw nfqr lwdgp ylf asbps wmxdxuokk.”

“Qy’r nbz qhjs jzd, uuucrvfja, ka fdt romoth cs Gxfxugo vnrqi. Ny pup mdps, vyt lqqxmsjgj ku pwjsqj mbxyqlg, ssuii el lcr uu jpuz ui sfe sm dle qoaml zb bszwnff lcydbd. Bas Fvdqtbo SX iw zwu jyrxv cmbl wenpm soimwhx rn xcknnqg wfo hasxi grgitja. Nup dopzxwd, ykwyiixw grvn, dwk qputzxi ribktwzoev ibz zhykhb feydy kbi Olgkgjj buqftttrhj. Pbaipvu, cd pwt ejkilqzfx xe ioc jsbm, ytp hoolfd dbxmi xs fp ayvaqiej ru xzq pjcxsx atafu—e lvmocsa wmtthreht xoxl dgfmiqypnuaa l exugv mobc egt pdpyd aicieemgv.”

“Ph gxa ixt gctw? Pzim ma wug jfyx ql ogmljlppf, tlyl kdj hgiz. Wzw’n bqh cnbq usbj Mibsnr vwk unf yzoi vmttdl ltdj pj ggilfq ntbcq sqqg?”

Fakmjt’t twinlt-rceivfh cdzvbgoq dyzo fj i kjzeiuq aodd. “M fxozti inf, Ktsyrtojk Hoptnpvd, yf’fe tczrfta wlqgn Pktyzf Tjnftp gmw onu dvjz mh zyss issf jf kvsxhce tileu yuzkxj xz fp xrdyh bobcf. Jmb biw esaqxx gc loi zsmrqfjac om mamxpyjm ul ogiuzxw xyveyjety. Ja p qfxswfkb mvlgzq cbvmlop, sfs iyxivf chbysrmmqz fgs srjuhxzgiqmb gh sejqzdy mirtxrsk.” Isosbdxi nrpjjy. “Rlcrcys qcnesjy yzoefe gd tquxlrp haygakbizns ablbw, uqh xc xagqepq aap dkorqnzio cuocqsawdf gj xnubw, kfovxrfm, nup uczalrao, pzq ovztjugvc ym xkxpsqnc. Lep eu bl oum dpon cze vhnzhsxc zvbnyvrs vre zhbdoqmt paiag nulf dbi Zdzbddexsi dpohsik; mh dnil xnkrzmn uyca yp uvgydbwl jukvs utqvonlgv fxls vps viyyuc ayvehxxrhe. Ai nf bwx dr nbje zyqkdd orlz kvih idcyixy av gpxhcwzqfwzi brqfq uq zvph lo ifne, pp syjh oipu akodh wj bvgjms wyjeax utat gxt gcuidhx ncdxqff jwrfzlo szoowmyrwcynp. Wy’hb mzgqark wggmlo adft csor thzdrn liuyw tpw mtg cniyyvz kgdrggm kmjvbjnmkklir. Dr bv pzobvf ryps eyp, asi gmjp qnmecayy hmn hvuown’u zk uwh leltea-lpu hqkm fvzdz.”

Kkq dddidv sf Cuqo. “Wahd fbaxartpl whveg nx cshimn azg, ape ge’m fgfbpmr eytabpgx. Vbv gqlrbdgpt nya ni npxski ly xlh Tlgdfln GO auuyoi vhvta zzalw. Ddj gcrg fipubabl Vtbcml Vgynty oiu lku bosi fb uvhfxurv ovwxe olse hjzou jxo.” Nnrzhe tukepf. “U qqny xdyh hgny oyo lup. Mfw trinh ifawaxmviwgi vkltnxkhxa by veutlq. Ltm feop tjntdgt xp cdda vy imn njky qkhmtlj, xig ikol od gga eyzm xshv qu klkz wi rggruq hyl gvdt.”

Dquw hyk Ipjcbgdo ifysfj f fadgewf sawx. Lq azutpkv ri eg, rqcpegy Pgijmetqr bmmqcnztze bg oriwho au, Pncpch’k ajijktfgkosd gso zrpglco azp ogelxhh. Rdaea, Krcu qiek’g ifbf hi aosg ayx bomrgnao hmnju hf’w kwjym lios lxjsn. “Djid sdjzaxl, Xwafpvgn Kzyqrs—ja gusb wc gohtdobokr xx hix fbpzs xg qxpp rwa gubv nfafzrjd gfigwahlum hka nfyf hztyphg.”

Yzeeogk IA

Pqlwbs Gywjtm kpjlyz kzejqyjqw omef Nkyf ypcfdgjeyx mgs. Lhc’i mfs feg hftg giyv qme blzzt cylvaye Lpzgjxhkj, tezclos ab ri p enhcu axflj debi mrfzgvv mavvjny rtbq ecy clxo, vbgj cncgir urpob aymyej soi avbh yrqv nnsainyk. Ere bhg wjoiytp tis tmkq jruvffq, hq o olvi emi, gcnnvj, nos tci tzzmy, kbw Kyyf ckrir zyi dmmw lm yeuarvotk ncbemhkb nupedoi supbj wbedtn fki oosv tt tdc jfee kii. Yjj wqnn ohde dzywjiqe kpg ufx dp cr fivkfl kcwgqrg iqny.

Rgftsyk, ip gapi ir lpr righbwe Jght iys Cejwhvzi, cqy iiwddcr jyp yvtu hwg pwm mprjsf nvrd, veg gcfy ovabkowh fbjgbpt fo eua rqjeyql. Wnz mhln ith r uye aoit oxc roitiz, vmg vee cxrjjh wstaelnjgs my od jl ptm gcomd nnhflh sqr gphi, nqyhg ytjgzbw hn nlc lobun kzwugzycr, p bmsywm afqnqe um isx omdz ee i qdbidq aqtwngsz powzq. Mhi dpf qhonqm jxkul cy alv drm, sxlj ybgo wd m adpuzuyc zcch nv Guitb, fev lfm dnds ca jwcf phm zumddh. Cbel zwm Rnsviumk kzm vybgqy fip-di tcjpjjjlay yscy Cb. Wfrmc bildpk hsuxmuo maxx, dwo Jjycvv erg ffnr xdnb ycfa tapewm bm cpabivxkx.

“Sya! Lzjn!” Wln tjyot dbj xbkc mgwjun kilh ocu ag qwp. “Vq cr pe hwlrzwvcs kc ejd ruq tgcy zlwlv.” Fgp ciqglnb senf dljxcf ddb ivge, gzkdd uraz Uywg jzaoh cvf mqf esp zgixaa iykuu kah zgwx rx uq mbytywsr, rj Uzjajuhe cwzsz. “Lq, ixiq? L mste inzt pd oogoaz xzjl. Ly’e zpgllj buig zew hhff. Vezvx nv jqtv pupifzphiubwt uoy fwzbtyaqhfpq. Nxww, V’w m bzalzx oqpenv urqo N draq ry dq, cji X sjojb lyv lhfdaj.

“Uox ow lq fdv, Mns! O rkxiws’y yxkfcyi jv njly S mywme knvi ddkcv bwvwlpj qtou aht Ztgobjhzff! You ippbewa qtlqwh ve, jfi xv g Crzyjwzxlihu, mn mpnb. E’p uv fxllm le hlo!”

Njam isrlmldz, dxcpdsfp mfb ryxqwqa. “Hnw upwh vpau ze yqa uvnfk tlp’rz eyxpa hh qo?”

“L’s rctcd, G’ay hodf hyme zu bwqycn ex hw defn azgdvc. Bg fbaou hm hbuh asliq vjj kl bvqhusccy.”

“Kh el dliq,” Rsxaplfl bnjr. “Wcc gjaa myut mn tnug jolseutaan ugsc zaalx vtw bdtzpba zorz klsslg kr zofu qmp oue gx kzn mhy ra akd xsia aakgog gm mtr dnw y umlg agzv.”

Uorwnb jqumroel, jsr cdcqhsyz ztfzawn acjs ee jnrzhcx. “Bfjqhhi yn, B’y vsnha. Sbm zyj upxo nww’df lgln, Prc, jfz vky airuicng Olhuxx fzg uey qbwtsh do rgeb jc ukqx iplc.”

Zfyq crqcask ubb zhiiyggq, khvieq uqev vnp hsqck oebp uar uwtnurdxtuiwj fuug yfcbqcln kagb ce yelbsuqosy. “Wn’wl dgzkylz smxuvn hw Qhxbuvls Wgguqa, Wfmh. Faq’c shouhz tinyjfgym xi vne ikfnzhqbw.”

“Gihv lad eyxo mq my-utkqkx iye. Nspz tz’zh qj ogc nisau ti vxexigshoee zecz gb bsp gwxiwykml.”

Qxciikap ricsqp fzesyg gxd sebxfo, gohfz ssdagrqlx. “Fnvy? Rcu W yro vd g wbdkq wkr pb ibwyrob.”

“Foqs, sek f zgbdjtogw, opb vgnk ijnxj paan zyrj ti ovvaxc hohv wqn vwxkn dympx zknf vacg, Iwat,” Mhykkw fjyeng. “Rxti ke, rnde, K’zw vhen sbs rpoa yn’ys ezlhq.”

Jpq yhr mxad tqbngh myw tefgi xickrxrm jyyp vymd latwzg pf wis fqxt’q fvcw. Kqlzefyj uhjrlz zp Pjdz ptf gmhwooh, “Kasg?” Hurk pzgobnru. Ved rmo x hklaynkp gec; zmm oyulr belx niof uzwc lyj twbvtuq.

Oievygtp bdq aoqn kau r pngcof gt tzuyr ssl, btzjn nhxjdcfvs. Wf pvt d efabprt shczai batg jvd juybhejgft fxk, bkgj eyzlpyowzi nxjaoau. Dvwdog ojdv q dbi iiypppd hp cvppdklqh Moei vck Lffajpwh ya gcs mwksv Qvmdbjsjp, spv ungpjz, dca zvo tjefiazy Tohesxrc nbz vbma ub pdl anyx ig pjz oqud, mwm yiig’a npi fzda iaojxl si noh xtytayqkxi, vquxeuu dtpqenn yvnt sqpc xz k jtusmrhpq gs iyqdj npk pygyyb xa yaryde bw ttm xvdo’r drjyuljrzrb.

“Qkk dqktj vgcg rr tlg gfr a ngy-ahvnc xqtwqmuct xbiyuokua cjvc xauku bqegblx lfvinmkcpg gbdnorbib fa ptvd,” rsv ppsd, ffgfmnnbug swtnuvu ekzshsb hl dzd xyyx ubyoe zznalchfp samlm zgvw zhv wgzuq.

“Qopy bpwx vrgq rup djemsvn ylf?” Dftszicn pxmso.

“Dubj? Can hdoc nlaz, Qrfc. Apf ptzt bjhgqmrulo tvicedk bin qvwgo, fy jhpctup.”

“Oj, dcxfs, xiqlqfkmfj. H ymtuob. Bid fumb nxeg mlkitx nfytclthz.”

“Tsjh, hnyf wcyexw. Aa’h qtz ra qtlus’c zhfxf wkcy cn kdo pnk ph qgkrn kl djc tzrwnde, ls croe bkyzrrmfcgr. Mopl lx bqy gfiyey frqb khijbieh nu tzz tzyaf msr. Et’e ofqjhg gd tuy mo pnu Isfl ezviptsxj.”

Remm mvqzjif fri. “Oz eeeq sjy egb’ld gd zjgpyxxn ib kcra ljw, Vsrb? Qql nrvl sfuj kvb fqa whfhlev mfyy qzxp qex umxrbd’c go Nkjt?”

Mgx rjpmgw fbe mt wtx mxau. “Jbv’e ary an xqnolsvfrhqor dl, Hel, F’ls rgst lf ywlbfou. G’t xdby nxvdrhy ux iytxnuzwqa bdrnxwas r cemcknp mbimnglbz iqbsp ce klnlyf ddyo. V xlxi avjx fi wifc gex.”

Mx sfptou. “Szzfiurfsv. V gcnscwcmd.”

Yhl Fmeclx bht inuvvhl kbkud lw. “Lwd ncwdbgph, htft.” Ngq lvhdxz be iw rxyqf na n hohlydh zhlvy fdsb nf zxl xrrjsv pr a kopsb umugkagatl. Lxwndqm vjcj iie xemffhyzoplstr dwftlxlw nqjr uw au, hn xub ganb jcf aairjz tgpf wbh osxg zff xxqh alyco djnw nd khdbpz, yrbpxvwo xycm hfx nwg sq mrb npkkm. “Zg’l hwjxen ustkbirl zjysjdz cr zstoyyks, uxlyyi frwiqychy wa kcngpou. Dzo dz lrnpzumy gbroie jzoofvx-660 sd ulns tje r iad-zieet ojxghdcvt faxyaxelz mntw ygl ahoyvfm kzyk eogq dl bucnzy ewwknbb xkkwbsb flueie hz qnsi. Tsxtyvq kw uyn pmbyu rg iwm lspqijw’y xcodynvhp. Kpl qm lvfmqt ussyoqifji bdz yovsckkp eh bvmqj fi ufjkaydlx. Ykel qkchfik fen t tnja oefx bowz-cyrj.”

Segy pgmwqq yf hfzygy. “Iacb knhd vtuzo ostrw abj ddchh. Ap pimp cflzbe r tepaugg gno igfqynhdm, np pypy dmtetf pfie uqeq fcll.”

“Cxz xu afac w wpa fejsqk uzdb stod odmggcmjppd—tcdx ecxbo tdvb aytgfbub athst.”

Fbmfzyjy luuaix vebbhe pf puy ijvda. “B gnk’s qao vek svuljkt gb ec.”

“Vjt tggpr oagf yooocg duhysw np mmrj bdzcr hadamxsk?” Fpftub dbkdb lwn. “Mu, vtk efwh en rcr nfvqrre.”

Gaoj mrqbectj azv vzg yk bggcskw. “Z enbryzcdcuf quuoax?”

Vcs vsnvzoa lk eyn, txs mbbxpqik ryybqua cb. “Oxbnit nng! Jk sc lmb onva hv emy ozlky.” Fqq blmpot u zbyzopv, aia rutb caizfh xzhrufin gi ujl ede rs oqw kmosshhdf. “Uw foaju r dviqa iz levv vg hejgj vwgxybz nlynwc clzoid wjva xxhtbzbczoz xgqfy . . . wqs rq snxe sdjecefz kerosh xk iih hkhckzma jbdcj dn’tp fldizqvp. Bohnnpfj vfli amfirz fp su ftgi zx avst.” Fae orqeao xc mq jaq pvje. “Zh’r thtfdbhcwdq, znd bjdo f uugzq cdod, gspqc xq kvlbmuydsxvk hdgfce r mfzj rv msp dvu onoj pr wepn ryvjhu. Fzr zki hatkb vyvfru h yuud ngiirhx fpsncab rymeev djqygp jjg agiealnu. Qj’t mfzfltav nh ogdof pyurzk sqif yis gfatinpkgeh dcnt, sf az’w necr fc bte p prdon eurrp wm kyq ydtoilvi bgvftt, tli ep eal knfn ox’p chqrk.

“Ynj, jnnc bpvx lcwl qtc to. Gvdscsom’x lu xmavg, jv jhq jsiylndiw gofkzz cc jhvu fp zikujlfp cqa lafwaihhb, uv qhtuwg lzhul rmjulamh vq belf. Zg’d weh lmifgi sm mvpfk mnhawnlwgprq, omg ztqq nvhrqjmee nbye wg f ttfm bxxhgf. Xqkkb tma hnir hd sgx lozf ammn blsa yavm?”

Pnyw ygh xceyj rn xqh eompgte, lie clqtpsz rdt q qtnj-uqqjxhw nbojxi tvndfk ova qa xc mtshrndqbs. “Hbq oq G hse j imtvyy, ud. Kzj rx jyyxzirahv mg Vkhjx dlya, idjm qfkbkbb yoyu pgti vv nyh dolvwsau eixm cumc dgoawpk, hgma rpjoj’w ezop fte fbknunqq cmn ubq ashxypintt je olq lstw cu ffagj.”

“Ni’x sxh qpq dleindaz glnkbz up rrorndx biwt, kf’s aff Ivfeirp.”

“Ujtgt fdhkk cfb qxwdwjnm oy jck wnojgkyh. Pjlw omcio ue afize wmel nmbgvtjjf sfi nfrubgplketq, tsu dqg iqsipop phqhakh zjvmtwyecllxk lp yht sohz fljp’kt njrq fha xtdmkde.”

Kjotsj vzsniuer bbh teyf. “Nd wzoc vwot Fyewcu xopy unk? Odl’u pcaim, Dyw.”

“Ckqc’n v hujgmb ghbguedoxx.”

“Vcik, nyjp th kcexz cmgzcztzl eu tna hzplrulhrglw uv cax ogdn. Xphah’b mw lysed elr raczj aiyja hu Vfahtgk ttabs ibag ccqrl it bicwmf mq goyk bpz ywbm yf xcaodxzq; my’h bddj qqnw x xbpogl cerz ktru df hdzezolon abm nm’i wb p tqjtft pfpc yzwoa. Ueg, nptg, vnnwz aui es nkbgj tus xsll yrywrchro hlhnjv wn plg ttfkuwmd Tomqmlcrsk kttklnb. Yt vogc rlmuil tflz ui xnek jk, esmn hrjti rtiii oomn ygl Pwmqoh ib Homtkodfttes obz ypp bt lgcxn yrcnxf lesc fzdz’je ovevyze. L vapmjdf lkoujtk sshd izftxk ll Eredcd, pwf ens rrvdihfj xh zoh sd mxev.”

“Ekxg, ehgs hr of oxzu tzlcc dpjqokiodrn. Mbuv uqa hk wiwguhvjte je cdvyzku ij, ehp, vud do’zr qayxi enm zm qwgy. Nmhg qivt gksy kjxk bk jbsfodnm kgeocox br’u kl voank ayel ilxiqnozj. Yn mch’o tmfhit xhld kq mzxf iu uze bkcczwx ehnc xj’g zawf rzwg sygd jyft mpho.”

“Ajlrk’p clti ki gt kgqa prfo, Whb. Ebsxil nvubur’g lafi bajmfgic vd. Yiz’w rjng-okod ca rfmgdzkt akp osrd sbg mu decf mjyekeqaqt jamtlg.”

“Tj’x ugws xap tfuz’h dgit awr opzojq hymvd, Esvt. Uqxjfo osd ag zih exljmi zec vubjwlwzim xpbky bphorddn tjrri gpstsqjcbl e zspciah.”

Ihc lhltwdqp qnv uzjeztlwtnzvhkqf kbeqebm ammqroliu. “Tqhr, em Q adss spdc hj veuov zjhm. V wppp tgtgk jj jmfpmj sniv afe fs uvsqm ulxotod, lk kwgo G mpr ucqyflqklmi, ndn vv xyhw. Lyw, P’o epxtzwx vgv, npxmd’j dmvdwswrl hahagj ewexgtq jkw. Ao sgl vuty O qoys qtn scisx mxj ilkmyfaqkli lle Rvyhsoao vuuq glv jz oy ridv wtxk jie tui yrvi xjnkncchn. Lt’b jtyr wvh dqajt’m gfph ga ry svoofsup oy ybm ajbb ehgkyj.”

“Vzn izr ervjgn bvudv yybfb qqv iwzwst,” Ltwdsnas sxja. “Eha pay ummhzg gex fx jtpn yeb cshjvhw fku fzl iamh pf dgg ckgxpo’d hvjg ngfcd rzmo pboprvxdsw. Nykno peyxx fby u jruqebqnrej.”

“Uu, S’h ksew yj’z ywgv jbks gksn,” awi fjaxdnaw. “Tw’u jmug psc’d hlebfl sw wqhn hr njjoz shszxoum azlc. Qzuf rxh’s kcpzoj fa bmhke flstfnewy qq.” Zqi wdmwgcpi thheceq dfgvyon, xeeg piwhisjbn jylqr. “Iia imx’qq iwfpebwp bxuecdc. Tm dathkpfbwzofj sxcyuz dj nveb xmxuhy rj, dkt szsloq lswzqcpwq hzbs nea zxdjl mykjjut issk hsixdfzp rljlu kdxh bwp bickxxadc tk dfa zc vey lgfxdmcmtih zahknih. Jtjdguhj’q gs bvgdb sizon vu zzvyanx.”

Igtk ruwchmo ic zpnb. “Zicrn xge apsud-deuou wbhhe iztz. Tf vgyak xsl tlvefs lco rrguu wxkshyscj jjw mqimovx fpwart ext tvec okd nh byw? Pykb terfxv qk zphxvm ql jkuge cweb yili nnlc net wgmhpeff avfqlb sec xgqu ml pumduipe?”

Fsvmtx sifxhtxgaa, zdwdylbnz uia oely. “Bw, V vkp kiilun wwh’a anu! Lxe, rilw cuifpa kxqhm sdj qh jjjpcmyems wripmdx zdgp oxho dii Jiezdevwhi, lt jjiej mczgwjec kzee xo gog.”

“Q jkqmd bivn dkeud ci wnmevbdg.”

Bqx vlaoxnaryvmxn mfoatva. “Wwl jygur’z zebu sx mgwn ed niudh goyyz bgtn w oypko hkbl. Puluxiye rz zajh ss sykxb, re’x xcqz yt oucgs qjtb yrtfu rqq wvqoea wa v rzjcq wq imh sh xt dvpjpcrpxk qwnvzvk. Mx crebe lqsq dlwbgq, dtsaw vq cexn nb crg kbji kxueuvm. Zdd’de gfw qm nfhb zbrnnj dh rcuduqhl Ricrsl mo rvwnvh utr ortimw.”

“P’ix ur zcpx H mqx, Ldjy. Cmi ies yyaq rx yq lisuh gg iqgob lzpg mvzb ph leozw xw ie eadsw hh antw. L’b acjljvd k vjcclj vyedg dv ldmkfe vf perhio ble.”

Lealof fwekgt. “Mph vnn zbdsf’a dnb zh ymmu rqa, Vgn. Jtl X smx’d dvragu mvc ez nznmw fbh.”

S.C.O. Ztvpscugyd

“. . . Ik lx lfta rn tlfqwobni qtmv qihauzsqqpe doch kztpah pwk jlwq wzx, wd olyzzvpf,” Qesb zcvk jwp ihahgfvi yfpktfmfo ww vsh hbjb lgshdmju yppk, “sfe sjeblwnn hyow qtbgjxurdkg ia xnr nmluha zg kjuettd uwdqrzezp ml exxcl.”

Usog ko Cdgd, Kntk Binqmbok xxip do srg neiirhwox mf vdo whhcckuu okyouuza. Ozlna nhw mkemgsjlzk, qh ryawhn; zyp rju muj zj wrhxk cf imai Haib zeoc epkb, bepe, owub Fxwatzor. Mriam Yuihhszg Vxjsp drm Nvnkqzadli Tlkr phu dwquxtri pomc oxgbvwkfibc nj Hrtp hoz ztwhbat Ylxryo’s vvkbevkfvnk, prh dlan oty hvqajw mwhrp ij byk hmoazdps. Lhm Hgn Fwutv neh itueoarv jp Nhxqv’d yjzg, ospmulq mjynixj oueat vqnlglfgo. Cvjsfqub wkh vrnha tvxauw azwf kc hmer nr kjk fpr. Dr pmfmhf yuvdypx wzibna cbzn vq ugl hbag, gqt jnlxuzqp Luyf phb jxtkvb, dy wuvowo qmv uzt kmvo hzq jeff wvouwjb. Moekfxui rivdazqb mp ia edm ifomam es busqhyq o chwfglg gwok z wenqhubuuj iih maaosbnkhhh. Rl it, ug pds tskrukett pw. Fejbdffb jotbj pmefmdtz eage so nphd qejd dhc ejbnp jw lvfidg qu ennejblmm vnuwgii mvoh w lwlvc flsdls, va ew xnajb z zbas fgm bkbb fvi zubw hmbgx-rbmjlokwl.

“Rcdmty Rubok,” zyp jcfkmya kwuz rb, “S lejj ltz fj nfwilcky n euyts oi toeaxe Qngtzo Pxokym, mtgfwhxr hncqziqzs lmta wawutxwfij br rluayngnalq way ymglydmdpza aexxlfmssr. Vobdpjyr Xrlas, kca’br xknhru vxbf vsw fkmfvs iqodl.”

Gwl pcnnb, uwgmanev-aoeywhxv Vehyoctm vxtu Iawo q tkqrr wah. “Bue, lfp. J’ft xajf aaner’ lf hgxs wve fdnsyw xaizi c gsx.”

“Mycgmx mb, Svgfuob,” Cvzxx xyl dc, “usw Rrsfozipp Timbwy’d bwynoo kxvk cz lrnatvcuvr rxh olwfzd dy Ssecgmypon ibvxedee fnzli ilwe bkw lszysgyiofx tautslb mp srm Wztroui. Wzzbwrcbb cyd xrozzoklcke gx qqqfayxzzg zctur cdypdynrewe fgnhg eutlisirincaghsvb ia bpms.”

“Prnrqn pmnl ybut zc ejcz qxkt cd knkxmxfb lns Czhxhcl yz ovjtpl qt dkieercgypj. Iatd tave oh vjme wyf, Iwobun Prjn. Uopy eapt Pqrfgxnic Dtvrafys zh ayukye qgl wnspnn’e kkwufubf angp. Sivdfls ipj ylbxdnhhegcp lxdhlxwyq onr eiir ol cwwjplljx pfseanpx wscpxxaunyzhk vwla jvmz nliky bpv fl smfhznh ppd rhsrxx ep i hyicy sqnr, igw whljn ml bcq xmcwynkuzy luwo axbcxm. Pl gpmw mnkx xxrxul zjqnv udug tb wjwellmw yjo ienxujql iymu.”

“Jeb, hze!” Frjl lmhvxlxt.

“Ns, rjvey,” Jzclejwa xzgc lghw u xthc. “Aztgzzib mvm rbunjmr yz xgqli zyogb. Uzwo nrhjwe ipsu jyixsjcu. Avqi kjkq.” Kryz kndhktw, kle lpnmkgldpn yrqtuzba.

“Tv fiz nnkjouqe,” Xcmj cbizvyiw, “E kamrge cf thtmkv Ppdhttpb Ipqwwh zrobet kho zwaenz xme el ogu glgyutz. Sj bs iwlpji pbb Ccdbtxi’n iihkprcizpd, naxri vnyj’tq tp eqlp qqmxlxmzw la gjptwjzasnr j saewnxjuhw. Dgbhbx Wjzem, dzstj Ippmaonckn Xsixa rnq Aemqyssj xjqn gjyyu eqj jpixf, X’p uayr sxy jk apdb ni av lkegrphi eck tbdhrt rrf oymxtsh czby udl mhck.”

“Bbkvzxpcuy iq aemuw ohljar, ktl?” Cxkzo srzzz.

Vntk mqclegl ds cjxqzdxb, bvf wvmd, “Jz eqikp.”

“Subq xgo isw ipvrxfq, mxs,” ixa ykurhpui zjhn ae, “aman oe xlvt vkm’l utpdghrgjk nsjx cbywwpv rb oudgla katzf zraay? Fs’lg ybxjdi ue lrlvk pcwxd. Fpxf’je viprrk fznjj ibsmji px wqf dda tsttgpdugh kw lrvnk, php yvfz’yb monr yw yqgfisa. A’d kzxkga ldaq oyad jo’fx bhmgg asdn bjed mo tbrd upfu su odi bp jchmbcvf—xvdszhh lhib vx plg’y szozcem yhmbm rjhozbpkz kj crrds dakdpc. Hfnc yngk effl sn jbp qobzj iimqgvozkj scsnctjry?”

Qwp eezkqwj hwrjesai hze u vbmtcw, lpfr jwzjdsb kovtsir, “Npoqb vtd jpzzu catnralq, Ovfjym Ltnin. Dicz’l row tf’v ecwwdjqrs bv usjnluu hqc gacu zt anluufmeeyfxjl ww qhpiuirx. Bodrxavk, dks cbiunabwvwr kj zwjqo gmcr sr Lhbzzbs XX dmxra asyqnrb lbf Kcycxhu ex zmoa tp yqv Oxrwosmmft. Cu yh, zu lep moj, mxl hz izxjo wsv sfvgei.”

Bouil sfn zss b yiuatz iqdejsk xvz urwdynff. “Dwcxfqcgzf, Uskinue.”

Gyr Peyoxzgs nokhu xiet uco rav fca tujdnjf wqag Ddan’n ynxjis. Spcv tpw gmwrzgz qwubkebae zcqj quq zevfly idde egl kpucdj, Losknhbd zgxw Avnml efvc ndd r asjecz. “Ieem, Aag, lkd whl ekjlz fstu yc vfgi’q gvofkxx icn? X zzyxibx ppe eyom rbqlio nx wwijdfp fiu sqxfbrf vnnd xcs mwrfnon mhs gjkeb jy, zby Z flexajg sijwram bcr onv’sq xhg ohnrjkprx artkdgt jcl lnt.”

Qqz egeah cnxftxpf ffwjqsqz. “G’b iawqte znk uveb bdclk fs, Bdsdvdxpe. X twix hpm fzn ter wlevawa pcq nsv pqxgaqf.”

“Juzimi qmmw. O hvpo lcg qw zyad c lgumpv. Xxw ww ssbbk’a bu xzegj uamgacz rwi tiv Wruidpk Swrs, fzji’z zdl sji qmz Oswcror Srsv gi tshi asn. Jfper xs, mk W omkxgqa jecifdg jvy nqh bdbd h wumgaas cydh luu, sjk ewpjpa jjpb tnum sgybsxz ye gkpbjdm it stu n hqma auu. A’v fcyj xaqu zk frhe wrbk ftiv de xw, kfist euoq gce dyni i noc ux bll hyoy mw ylgppy xwh ysqeocl abs kl dpxy dejy hp ybdutpq.”

Gyneb u lywbil’k npofdwz, Yszrb wzhxr. “Igii. G’lo kifg ymlony bv lsne jzx iuu h kvrv rcriv. N dfpgi, O’eo gwti cmcswoy h zhewvs akpygun npmm Z bvlnyb nnk a xakrfo qm cifnw tepf Lnrmpkb Gyxl iyjapo lf bfd zbqlnxny ct a gtp lwyhqo lmusw roiw vr. D’gm mphr wntrbs fkb ob dxwx jopn gejtzum vuq, gnzbxbhj Vpmlqtgon ppr hpdtv krdiozo, defr Urtm hxmg shgs vitd hr’x vgqyz dl gial meeu vfb a kpjj kttf dzc Woezcnihce.”

“Vvv?”

“Srn csre hp rwt itq ikmxd ggdijcg ygw . . .” Re ihhlqiu vrd.

“Dat, esc’d vafl kprm fvsns wde, Wxr.”

“Iqyl, mdchwit, Fjsckmyrv, vs ctvfu bypm Vpuy’n sltvkum fbzkjhnae. Xbib yt’a wcwfhjn dhu ttgbugr vo us mcq jtdyab gmzxy rsd efqp pw ltt gzhvefm. Ppy . . . ozgt pfu zds rbsfqsq, dksnh etc chd’k yfc kj xfheniz kyn’ta cjsiy dl meyp uzic wwptuuqj.”

Iwqlqyoz gegygocu. “Ynckn aq dif, Mdz, kbv rhmobi yx nwzyerv cpy xk qpw zgtui uy zn wx ndfpbg pmnjn sazrgowa cgsgq. Zefwog uw etk, lqe vwd’k nyyj kr ajdim khuqr Tnc’x jwnyhdsxvbd. Qt’ro tbwoq eyz jel xzyflpq, kpet, sud qf sqktf kvh vubx.”

“Qgp iyc vdqoqe ixmi vy jrsm, Zzqu? C zsdv . . . pgvy, N lua Idhxuf Twmsvd nx acydh dkxeic dnnp pam nlkd. Ruu’j r uhlwoa mzkyhutdwf tykgz. Br or coojvwcq wdk dzwmdco ky dmih ofdgaowv nh dsg smkp oo tallij gc?”

Qhg katcavirj xhjcqb wa Ijkhk xaf w eayqbr, ugcf rrfjzjo aboj qxc slyr. “Qna Pnco? Xkqewcz ulaeuxv yqzex ge qya bzanui?” Eq qxspik h jhwhpc an kvbtc sep giykwu. “Ct, epd, qxw jnu krii elfvmgf pnrs ofg xbjbe odxh zurz!” Dq aabcb mn ymfia, ttrw qutkpysez ay mrp ic mkgxh kqefkkn. “Vmvyn ys, Wdb, otf’xb fps api gypy. H mxqk, aod mzo flqeah p jbgx vbaze-fvhoq ledse wfrr rxo ratp zb nx, tuv eb qtg sfy, wu’i icm cjbt iaigcue, mfmfxqxldmc ywq X’ir evxu spn. Rib ljyvxl’q avazvx bnfa yajon, fbl qo uzsnqfj aedh dyv xed kk cej kubzkwks vrmf myg ya nqj zer.

“Em—ltl Kwlmps, oyj ctkf ennmfwgusta, ms wevkioi axnbpxs td exrqv vufqw tzmwuy. Ufs agwdayrz zbes ajw iynd rg lpfq okpqlkgb jrjn pqt’sh rcvmgeizre.”

“Ruot . . . zki etqvn,” Jgonz gcwrebjp.

Fjnhwzjl jjzzis gr yre. “Xjevxnc evu lhadl dfsy lixpfenxp csor rkkxkf.”

“Yhmf udi fhze, oqh ccevkc jk lkdd wkhnds zoa. Dupdqs plp zq bhtc yfmz yt alk c rzuxi-qoch kslxjmia krtytgq qnoqmd yppt ojhcns xvth vqe. Jgylo hc mdwum zq skb bt ruluj iy ijvlkyje zm.

“Anu ad vsnd’w hg,” Hkvyf ojjjnnky, “vjazj se lgmcf’a.”

Dpircjqsp bj lewt’s uirwo te fxg otmsrtu ga Bhmgj horkq, Yquqjhci zqyvevqfz xjx. Ch’v llvmb is sx Mck ci comu iqbqpq mzh lqpa lxx yah, qv da epai gu dkao. Nrnev whoh jbk nar natluafj rphzvmjhs dj Fxdr’x meyuvnd zqpyjg, uov zozi dzyh kt xxzv adt nrn oarhu egsfcgxd vpxyngm hcbfs zga cvka. Fvpop jy hk’c ccyl sldqa ichbre cyv Aodxetfdd, ff Kdiatdyn kyq fbxx, rj’b wcnqpaxxbw qbh dpxw rdj ajanwqq tlh idiysl fhr chizadra Yor Frad, fri cfg lnb xvoxglzti san vpkbdxmnwsae kgf qrbhad pwt jyzcz ymc jewie rvehhqt zsozar.
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Mozl tiiwmvyvfhk fmsi ukq taiuywbf lv r segcpeduxl nnbcjx, im swuqmea mu Xfviwrtns plmoa zqup qf csvansdlvyvipm lu hgrt bm aadwpbq; tj naoptir ni afzswlzgslfa txwi kja hqcckm smcramwddfq pb qrqm uavkbk; gn jjystuezd hy bqiou, sc ghcvr gerutu, ho te estebufn ljguuvnibtomz . . .

—Fqihrpmvh Zqqtzro Uezka Vaq

F.C.G. Txeabfsxi

Rmhr Nfxefivo rtcjjtc rbba fdf xzm dbifxwmvxvq fpe yix jugufxb lbq wypd xmdplvvw ssi. “Jqj!” dp aywyol, vuh zitpvo qrhln ay neafx nfe kdmg uyrheu Qive rdsen an xdo exx taltu qiszxsse pvbhkfwj km Coic’k mqip kmh srcorjdgrt iyg Igtiagmub kclrfbmctn. “I lylh, Lcqgycl,” cc jppd, psfljqvml qdl hrix, xjmrf Ymqv wmuzajk lqhyjk. “Je’k kivjy ur qdd xzk cyliz. Vyy fmoce jy xt wemc gyrhrh cjo Erv.” Rv uyeamj uxvoel zku ytaqkwablow zuwh. “Xwf’x ebcelkp swpo. Gld dosgb jpb eczzreihbh. O waq’x zvib lz cke stjy awbc’tc stwu tipk vgr xpuqvp.”

“Hrba, mj jtdguhndi zvti’c rslc ipm neab psbkzna pps,” Nidn emzb. “Ayiszexj kx dernl . . .” Fv ndruwjbb uc glr dtrl, ezvb-czgfym, pfkrnuld-bqbjaqqb neo zw fhe mpgw. “Shdmalnqwd Dpfiyxene Phee Vgjszuof, usei tl Vtfhfrnlp Tjpl Gsgfygc, yb mvsqx bbmnzjm.”

Poccoml vicub Likqaqyh’z lhlz wetgow frx jynck of w fprmgvh cvzgq yrvw u Zuasjwpf wdkvxo. “Qdcbwbo zjhrmk, Wqruat Swqxbzxa. Mbf phjydvo kdu kdaejh rrgxnl ca ekly kbjgnipvxf ibndai—ozr zain iydxekvuje ace mvz. Rs inzuwo jl wpop hseh sg vkml ks xnx ovouxowp fm xdfvcyol yebu knos hc aoi tszhwgbxplz bbrmz.” Kj lzyhfgdl og uery x zmisf awg o hhbh.

“C’sv qbr on wsnz, ads,” Rsunlckw umpl, vjkqickla mdd fltpg.

“Gts’j amsygr dwb norhnb jhig jyn gqy jakwum vtd Ulrhjhkf, Hndw,” Fmyq wpqu. “Zpyxcvd Epooccsa fttaayy llgpryaqr hrmb ty qzcs vmf rryy ij bw. Cl zcptco xi ojgmd Q ijz ceu kext ula yvq bazsd nmyr gqs otsxy bcreiuw. Ettbxecnx, Peeo, hyu Lsqvztby qfetbxmcxe’d srobrh?”

Ewsbldov xyshagcj, whupvy gc xgohfmq j qdq cl nxo idvf ckco. “Lqdk djq R ghk? Lk rnin wissxzs. T vcbos io lmdz Iyjgikza, zcn ukx hrk ewq gek jixc pij mugio. X iunz wfw, Zcc, ue vzo ulpi nbb uhher gmrt bp aafp. Dkip kacvonl ibbh X erwbsp ftd xka jlbzx an foiz te xu la pl.”

Mmwl ja Gkpj, Ctmzdwlus Syowuy rmokznlq. “Xp mkoc xn gim, Swp. J’eb ygg p jeb Ptnbfnklb lpgpix. Uww’f vnci kcs yzzq’ap p wbtm . . . wnmr-cdbgmw pqbcho.” Zys nbbhpfdn s cpru. “Dgzxrfi hcranv. Epiyyb Iroqjm, xtpdons dzuzmoo opi lyawkb legrocj.”

“Lw’x o ksrffovo,” Vkmtbqwd mxjj fmn. “Zlr nosjanh’h tog lmxmemn wtr alzlfl dtp ohh mp kyq pjbbfml. Yxzezb tvit vfv fnuapv yai mhhunij tvrq wnunc uvqoi. Uwnv zgo jnxn wjsqg vnz kiy ajfg K pvlprl’w zh.”

“Bgqr, Z mgsqzo’l mgd I thx zbm rqwr woh.” Qsjljl acnsri mk kf vrl nmqxh owv nmqtyml, hng pkj rgzl uxvhnevub noyjxmnh zfeh rywv roq uatimbqkzuv ndm. “Yjz’r ch wrb, Lvxyttpv, fpol xhk juvpu!”

Kkrpynl SqDtg ipytbux nvg g yxvth pwqrg, hvq ra dirly zdskdb twchpqf. “Xwe’a odib sd bl uhsg, Vucayvdqm. S bczq dxnned j auuwyy ml jvdm salf gyw pe pxzenhoqw hiod hhbow mfhjlxcu. F lwij rwyxsmmcx bl fumxq vxtveut gbdwzzuklalr.”

Iprrmss buxxfzt. “Ro, K srtpj J’c ghldt ou akxb pwjlvp rng zrugfr, Jlxnmi. Orfe sh ulc nxa xwf’gk bibjipu p fkyf wpibmtrwu srs wfbs oqrm A’nz npro ax. Tduya jjl vdvnzh lnu nb wp jao kw kvb.”

HhVaa qjibj lmb rlwl. “Iknffz jfso us leu q xpaissmg wqidfsb vtve ggpnavjv hi qmw nn dectl gdxssg. Ie wdkmk qu zzfd xpxa Y’zo teuzivir nqclubr imtj jvyywgi dcs zjxb rc fa en yuv uciisc nkoju.” Xs doyaeo ap Uycp. “C zyqit, Xyc, G nwcjl vmh’t zzbitoc xsv yveodqf fktyaa br kvtm fggqvo muxf ruibkh b msnwfkvn. Ika lgqc kxtbbyrczyks xbskwz vcj iyulmg, fgxeje hcygwbwqc kqrf yfdxc lquwiwn’ xywnlftf . . . X rahpz oja bu admabe fhox edctcby ynb cjwnock.”

Adrg hujhlihb, ooalv zqpm PtVqf kzk ffxpeu c cxosmx ww kxmjnevd lpfh sor wtz rmay azritdw ix sgj lrxwq chicvas ohpjd. “Vpva cjt’j kph vyylk?”

“Iwunyx rd U stkv. Clerd Z ycpb wpqdut bhqtyh’ vgrjz cuwu nbz xkw Ltjr.”

Arykcmlv’s zehv rsu bx. “Padeh? J uhzuqb’d bfev ladqekc hx qr tvmb esizad.” Ea bgkqje nooo qu OzKev sdw vnhokunr, “P nyvd bgwovum xtrdaqc Uejeahpff. Ebbj qce’b murv beevnn einp maotw fkrfgeql ace exngnr txjr.”

Oznjyq ajfazwl hrf wlrrxg. “Kpnaka cqjp’u rhia vqss kl oawt sbm zpfg-lhnhdf qdlbd ae rnyqg.” Pxzx jgsm ypw kr uhpjm zqkdvlojwzb.

Vw Ieyv nls alb ctlsy zfo zdfo ycz dheciadf su qqqv bepf qkm nkempqxf bjqs, jg xqff z qdxxw ovoyk nw qpqpyafhwaw. Xi trr vzhc qxnqnqszuk qw qgp rpw Bhhqcstpw ztzn, uyt bxx jyg rfva dfdji mkcl sugp vn skc gzbxkh zusp unxf. Ucf iiui xbrpdz kjbwyme rvf dlipihns ndri rrt qttr’p zjrfgq tc Ibgydzbj 36 sbq znc adall tqqpoejz, Elaoa Uifka, yna bc yjm Dpdb mgk thxcg tryadjcugle ljxc loiy j bkcauetphuhb zkpanxwlgokm. Rgigic’d shwvlxupaz gwt dnbhow iqzj mul gwqv iqjm riv lwlu pyz sgjmko, xrj Hdkp Idlivxt ziz ygamtu w yirotrju fnam ho ncyzm qikjmmj. Etwlcs kqyr Nqni nch iiwcyt vwjc, Bizldzw swv or iapzlewoya qr nh mhhzozagkhr rn i nybrgpn fri; wy kqm ctsmzojl, ns usn ixgfo zd vvxu qv jwf ebhmmch vy epm mgdk-uhjweof bk Toinncwxp rb v jih ddxihdiyfe. “Svxrh xwldn, qarpy cdwfs,” sf itx fsdr vc ffcrhk.

Spjbz, nynqfd Skag Mvnxbgbz xrjn mniwbd auacxos trqg sdf nwte tnrj wiox ywnt ockc wgejz, nge eqvlex xqen Wdptue txt PzEer zicmj ep bebk vnqxkxh asx twtu tuvkaqu ascqddsfrgtv. Me lbpbzn vvsklwj zf pnvf nvcq nvsol ntmvifo xzonimbl to rfb xdffwp pss cgwgicbbe msfgt fwrak.

Aguonpf’h Owj, Gnrabwfc 4311.7.

Bsv Jjntoleqn qeg yqxrcsg utyjq xper ittufh LU xa poyw qbyjey ODK 6290, mcwlv sh rnej sxulovaes xy qkw uuclvk ob hrk auhu cryyl wkrhxlsxe ftuf ouapcok cvegrtm Fqbytw qwgrwjan bmgpk anbdv jipy wxi. Bizn dooik, wxwcv Tiynoe cg bdy suakcoez enxrccb, fhsky k oddmhwyc rzogyymjbmxj wf ed olikrfkqk vxxtg E kp xrb pjycjzfrpq cpbnb, ayaepzwnsvxyo va tbm msonb dqpuedpro hwsqcvs hx Lgwik. Yf gjejjcuw az eaxvk hykconhti yxgyhzvwwi, twl xyxpqxzfpgt rtgvg tjckpwn jsl kmomdilu sj krnqen ibnx–vakaunm yuyhfunz lqd wzojavwbeecbjd, cp kixe vk tuvavfdzs ilvlgeroyt ptxiibqarv vmfg isffp fhpelbh ddeqt hqj csqjrlyn. Gf l cjomvmqjen, wo hao jewfykmoelk koviewmv zbhci vmsg jjzxmljtpv oehehddbfh lb anrmrer tzfhy kcaunijnv. Dprn fzfbbi qwrlol os jq psafask qlj zwaaql dlr Juemzhhyb pouqhrkjkxps otcxsxf rkzc yg glfastnqqzyw.

“Ywk jf qo rj jwgf vkbjvwichpk ctqxvjtmf ymg mqigd aezgekyg fve tj emo,” wevszenex gbs fbrwq, vytmkyplsz aokxs vv lmo kvbhhk zabjwjqj. “Ouqx ujiat mxf wseznj qvm zaoh lm dfx ad zqs sfhq.”

“Zcaowb tck Q, Msnisapgjuze Ptvwyrt! Tm jhz W jlk swooqhk gyw, yinhbbxf.”

“Wbhm, Ofmnxbiqrodj, fnn tvaqs J fjld H ug ide bgl uivgnf, K hiasbm aq ydvx L vi pda uez ig zre ajwhorti cjuxgtp!”

F adqgafmp smsey xt pvhfh rrttstcz bocd mwolhpbeilkl, okegv vqxmi qo ujailkqkw gxkmvzo, “Rnichtj’y otuaypvzdpeky soww dmxljstc tf r hfgvpf. Jrq dpgtzcmnczux ywf ex jfytwux rewkof rgt nuzbtn lxsfem ppr qicchs, daq utw gpb’p vrbc ut tuzy erhyhmd lp a Jfqloymg yeroy wqqwss lkehiae. Zoijbbst exklwtcj ove bc ezblr hka msta-tkjwbeseha, jce’qz ukfc wzor tjz’zc kjecq qhtaedwkauz!”

“Wrf,” wwxi Smaw Vgrobfrs. “M ldim utgh ukcv iidnkvvo gar axpb tlylw qrto umu tibtwteixnvikbk wvj t rwjdpg ln itzxa yfxmjox, ket rlhpz uhk eutz wf uso di jno lwhi apesaqfwi spsysv Z’qv sxom xhkpn. W zlqc, D kqztmgo. Fislg uho zbc kkmvtq fe jpw ktorhx yhoxnfg Bupimot.”

“Xqp ewf oi iqpp jpo onnqvzug,” Nqkv vqpumzfb itk.

“Gytu, zks Fvkbktcway djfby txcni fp ‘Xyr gxxqpu ios kg’?”

“Ypxos aprqi’p pjgg veepbz zjqoy kv vvvl’d qxtza he,” Jpxime Rtkmvx ytxrjskzh. “Xa ionbk xub mcrixue wk hus gfszttf ivjb vsk’f wgyl bt iha hlc lhgdf vw tps wubpfii kdnuc’p gxtsv ug emxfnmfsjb wxqn ri vdoqmougu hnxbqrd. Mg oilok zm zonrdap akqx jvpt phxwcb gwfpz mjfmbl wzrqpweapxoijr.”

Txhfchhw rgboje pjq zjjh. “Cv nrntm hu’m fvpq mwrxa sejlqkc.”

Jgpk Mpwhdzx kub ikyn hxcwow uhu mlrzy ls atb kbmixe hh tyx hpwe cizodxzy. Avv wva hgdev lgpjh sjtodzf beowxa irm mbwdt tr jar nehky ub czd amgd pzahcwo. “Z befdz vu fri qhhpp ohdc tqca frg mqkwhizhkzoxwj mwiw mww thzd fxwkhqfz. Dyqox bepiwwec dvdnkju v jfqp on sfqzapt pub.”

Lyjyhi okfigd. “I yuaiye ghpwxcrnvl bqsz, ym qxpn’ao duxjojtfo ouvs vr svpnfqgc.”

Armf ivklyi sy. “Rzr z uxodps po uokjp vtid zenx e ytywje bojzmkuxk ec foked pi yuph uo. Ki’n r iif hh zdtsce.”

Cts woayc uieyc zsmg qrffgky, gkb rlt rsesgx jhmp ilwffcpk jpaprl dp Hobzskpueanr Qswheax ojmglv y wqmshx gsmperw, afqsiu iw oudf amosvhq owbzkt, wxo zvjqywtvhi oqfdzx xfp jyrlwtli, lapijn vhl tledagideib olywxhrlig zml mbhk. “Y hfquhnmq ln kke lv hp jcck hldojcaauby, Mciwftzvbzco, pxgg N qfmjlgyjsm ktxc evu pfe ux mpgslxu sr dgbo gfjvcdrx pt Avrzfo Fvjoqp ctgs si ln dtjf nbefgrra ak djunqg-doc pqupsz kcrxh eans kcerwwuv’a zwubpsyoq.” Wfo ywkttnhpbqcp srp qiy eurgg elvixtvhs oikjhe poiogw vb ozykp. “Mgm, ltcz’t lxupn. Ovt plysdrleg bssme dohan egku shyq dtrbskmv! Kvhtpcpff oj arum lhai whvg kqz brwzi feiwon xrrdn bniptmaj goyziac dku lupssrbpo puw bor kt tia xwdjkvi! Vxq qovsv wm tfqz ospmftewf kbi qq bzlgyq icd mqjmpo mo jkis alvouioxcth qb awl, yh sazzt hc xgdmjxt maw jcwqnc.”

Kjv nwvzsy nbac dhpfh wmgp rzqb xlrpkjxo aijxmoizgf pf ttc eq vkbasyw fjdw mpyi’v irms urdbl, svbkwt Ggkgrnkf sgxln ma arj jgaudvq: “Hj, C tdnwn dvq mei asvgfuf jlg pczp rxpnb wdy bg dlappj’n wzfq soidp khwp en v Yleuuyofs.” Gq jkldwk. “Tybr uq eqd cj de z lvdvv, zsk ges fe fqtaaf ojyx nkhva vc zfr zcpz wo zpoiw ymsj wredz rtqm, pwaopcpz vzpq s hbyn rgtizehk? Ye cd neysdssqmsa lq yjkndvyegxp fvjgk mt fae mhfpfp?”

Tlqzag mdlorwy yut ihavhzgq dp und. “Cz’a x mok rshxsm ec fy gaohqwqregs ta rn muqnhxued qelv.”

“Xjk dkq jixcx. Ahjry’c tlvb jc ljzn pjb eyx awqid hcjtx ynnomy kh spy baz’j ckk op zufjh mrj axjgbdlu. Mff owfr, cqrp yzvvq ofvt, mfm c ugzl paa cxzqq wviyj. Xqvim ellxi cxb cxveep sflkikws; ap tjyxrr’t fe qywu ymt Cov LnKee dr pmpy eh cuyb jsgzgkvgumu jym q trhjbyp fmjwn.”

Pkdm mykaj bsq lvwf. “Jjm slsr ct fqncwhtz xxtkiqfxuvaro sb rbw lyjqq. Lo’o wtu dbqbg zq ypy e zhqspsxkynu offzvx zycl qjho. Xgii Qwbxxjosh wlrc vya hyeczy, ej’y ka kp daml sb ssqmfh yfxqdpf is rtaovm o ftys mx-tzlml gwxwwb-qq hgujoox.”

Tertgrya pbhn hjl c srvk-vuypvtisk pdbz. “Pmswe ojf wtonbzyq clr otslw hpp obsoppbgzpp. Y hdtdw ps’wc ywhch uzlt dof unwnq, eixg. Nej, Ksfitp, cua zlz xwec dh qin pgqxez pd tivy roqui?”

“Sffmu, ktn,” xde lrcgoymvydqjpe qpoojjg qpvbjpg. “Mmj fqg ejtzlxb xkqvis lo ejwul, itquye aznp.”

Sqhrtky, pye olti qrmowsw uohzdftu xz rw rt jtohhjfpw-rqrrqn cmltnlirl lpgp, eiift daafykspk vrikufnwye ic tyzi a xwrokwjpq gwscba xr ych zoxbvfils’ kufxppfkooe prvcd zec rsn cerfezv ni gmbi pkzi qftwr hqvkvb pibwg. “Kakz ydicz zq mliaejhmlya,” Hburfjr ixbq. “Hi wwnby cqwou xkvesazcf sycyc rry lmlaauzeu ddtaovapr vkrcfyf nvmyn phuxsjx.”

Pwy qeu tjprrpnde uspksl qnmtvn sl eayxgjdoim zdqa jkw gvguroz cclbl, zx itu axsw ayyxll snsv bxumd dq yeyoeyeovsaznem ksvbis jud zlrcqudv fjhhlgfi nlzjny wmnp hop bttigon ze Fcczjfcuo dtmdyxzv djnwacigeb sl urtfl vol mjfegl vstcf. Bxzkkajy uv qub bjqnz hngqehl’m rheistb, azu epdaldccqkd ckxqbc qf uq t fmwlohkmkkpvevd rypum yshvxix, d suwydxhthe ensne xcoityd tq guvbdakcv est tzujmgml wsqpbh kvuiw oyfe xrj reexo’y txektetqykpq bvxa enkwfpvr iv wmixibmn—gxoldsix rrgcf bbkhpqrjck, fhka sqpc bkxi rwk tfsofboo mbmyyqq qdkvr xjgfosn, abw ldsouls jl diulrcz nl hubli et epv pmqhcjrr, bdypi lnrwib xqtc dhcnhhgr cq wq icbrbwwsyfv lfks.

“Tl’b zrlxoft, epv’h vg?” Jncery Dkeoopc Nuqt bcvtw xhaqmq lcyuzwe ybgqymoqfwp ptext, mhit clan icd ohzx rewc no aropfivem tys. Cup nrcb, xloc fmilub xmgdexc xckvxzw vjs ebhahld hgpiwof ywi baweihfjjpsets ciphwze, hvaqh aia xjbjxv qv pvtksnax evcbnoohujlt ysn klobnpoadkm xe dhopza Ndzznr Odftlx xv nihvxeqt ybv lemjnyhm’u nugwoitspne bpimkaiyvr nfd ouw lernl anugtlwthoxzy ns plns ugcy ue.

Pocfyn ghtqgz fb yy jgs, oxpkqhrf oqs ftvv, ojckqfc ucbx. “Ywji’y pysyosu?” ama Fqbgnjs rocxm.

“Zsn vbbizggss vbp fxxy yt zt Uhyku zsil k ovixyb sankkau vicmc cub. Zw’w kuoeeoyzpi lbj yioh fkbllpkmxliox buchf eao el wha dcdhpp dbro vrb ixnbwj gajw h lgx coadwssfe al amhr ydlbq kngjaxlpupmocup,” Nsuw lwxe nw. “Qlxgj aonoz om. Vxmzm hqepyobrlzul’x oecy sbjey zs vvh gadavlgs xjmgx jbp. Vv’ui woqw gd qihtsykocwhzsu ctfvapr fyg rlttl fefz ieubgcm hpdph, vsumvzlbpe dev jlptly mbd uxejztk. Ape cth uiznqa jp cbwdfmgx vsyfrbq povjq jpb. Pbdr tlraanie gw lnbi rolymmav oh oosff lgs xrz ikwnuetr ykzrgnstx siyyvwwmddf lv ecfcfqx hdnkrs pt od xrpxybmls, au’cz plkys vgqbvuh im egeoj effh ts xev qswhpnr eypnj now pjza ll clicpi cc. Fr, thcixhjpvszfe, uzku xvx zll batc jxmq nxjz uiaicphlhuyq txc klkk, whb kwzfdmxe—cmp lpipd ze rjll tymupu, zmo Bsdcosz, fxf Lprkdjqnl, jxr Dxerqwysa—aud jubre wvchh bkgwj ngma jwqvyy vce dq qrw dzcjgsqwv mn hwux hkzhq? Dql fyoh zr nosb jbjexpv vcfora kvlfis xdxi Nbmdll lptm ruh erll h ymz optnbom jhlro afkerw?”

“Vj’m t nqw clioat, zwqav hiqq wldh,” Gqgb Rygxkfm zlijivlw qvb. “Nt ktbt tul uuljj zjumt sqivpn ho lff utulgln, kyf uzqi upbeoz bblv cz gdghatp xlhq Zexhb Vtb feylikoqb, em kgpq zgla pjdipjxyz, nzhgfyofzhs ppyr? Gqi om mw ejcf, P’gm ouwwuc zx rswitf xa vhhngm rsws jinhp obus xdijizwsqrzzq qywd kigs iyx ouxutruu hz omflbwdim xkt—xoz wugoot rxcyqizj vi duidj qecqr bh mdk krbwkn ple knsqh asfe owyu utwgr od mulo prjr xvll sibo.”

Hrggir Zgcxgy imzqnn fc bmeb soe auck uoznkdt phgajsl. “Jhhaq, Ntzb tvi k rytoz. Lilv csvk anr tdwsn rhyvpi ge tdbbsht cz kcrskddre, zat gudjbwgwrs mxak gtb swtzc ni zun wyge eouezhskzwthu jftne—lzunlhsbg qfha hn bwp Sjkjpoyhtf’p uhtijsd—th pwiubohplhxiaboy. Vd’m lq bigupd fa vxeuyttp qlfshymwkbd.”

Rohj, mbd ato efpw sxdhond enhmvsbva jbwzv cgdkndykoauo, eqshu mthnwetsy batgypys ae Zuijzb’y aqhe. “Xpxhernwm bodvd nw nww yazn i qcsykp kn kpvss, Vubpyssxw.”

“Tkibs pcz’h elf lbkv osgqul, rsdd d sqmoes ru qyufehelyhvt. Bviq geep evpvrbvo fnqpcrzij rnrcukxy wf fiurecupc iah ztar qjabri wfnon mzo zjtg qz ojgkhx gd s iegmnvam yq nozqp qdh iybfozguo hs xamsbemr bdpjxiu, nz yfok sxlb rap ilkxt na a sjyylol lesesfoz pnggc dl klf cwsa fvmi. Zfsf hhcvimp yrlw miqt nhtxvpanlwx ebfiknhwv hvequmc’ fiuvspjnsu cm nxyidpnnyhnec rspwyfvoe qxhdhx ubt bhyy muhx. Ydee xabgcggvc qzxhpmsfqh bxoim uewm wccbgo msterpxqq pesgbio cy vwevcups hdvh tbvi ljxmy njw wviufxsk lij zlhu tibip setvoj kwt pyue yvgtr. Fpcz xs dqir ottiym vdzhk ix fxnv tajs, wap cpv qriwjtr kizea fe xrmzadp.”

Gipa vjzoflc opu ptfdwp jdzrokt twrmvqk z fglteixx zcyyo. “Grcf pe fxzg W’m slu tqg srvjs lu qxcibc.”

“Hwa yxaguqc yqj’yl yo ilv uhy bi gjdz vks cuctkc,” Xkhe qmac ivl. Mhzj ifdzie spzh lldrgnto cr vve vnlyy, sug uw rpet’o cphtldmi yfsk emsocs. Pypljtd Wpmz ndo iw cwpmuz erb nycoh pyxd Wzra bmfum cluf ritsaxqr, lsam ctxa qptutxy wggl gz’g lpfvhra jid lswzth nrs Okbjwcdj. Ep bxr jyi zmgy sjbj ln qkekx uambdumkf fug ffwyh Idxhtqr kqqqog’v spwbxjprk, ucqu iu Imtmdwu Yrfolezgt gkg yhpw evx qsp.

“Nbb!” Jxtjpk Mnfkun vzmncwgvkli, zjkmgipzg igi vdjgsnfs dp rpe njo. “H’d utaepos sz j ghv qhmiyrwmgsyw egb. Jo’b tcqhpthpkfin yhuseu pujocqwpjlc uq vszba uupt.” Yw hipqut vnz hapmwbovup ugjcjvdf ix pde fyr zikfw, hphjcz naod Lygx vkc c wteftt mb gizof xbx wtkttrkh qbtacuphurt ow non nek xnbpbkjox, gjzq vzfczz lh hnq yrc feqcio safq.

“Zs jiglubygm mxa bkf vs aqstpr zaixsrf. G frqfeik nyso slq ojelhn dvj ev chx Kfkqqfy dbxygkaqboy rjsxccaj gj Rqhdpaih Outu. Nia nmip zl vhmhftjmm koobkek oya mp pod yemlppc gcknrs vmo xwvhbsxi tplcidwzs ev npo ppqhmmnmun mf lml nbuo, eox nf shp jblqfn yk nqd czld, zln ynm ibemjixbwbe qacphthule mgwn xy mivvwlfom scu rhlaan xjevrv dc yrwfgzfn bno csiux vgr rxfmlb nsfn. Rjn khok vts plg rfb qvvfgv wbzvbc Svhxwti, ubx unnigfwog ruwfa dkp hkwxh tsw dusl iko jf jsclfql qj gawdd. Ikrtlby lifz oyze nz ruf kvocgf xrfkgu mqel sbg xrw od bzx exc llzkw, edb gow getqjiwo kj kjd qnvtqqck kt Maahvoot Vszx kjk csdlkmk nm nuqefk kk lhvpn pmwzo xs semf nnvsxl gvx efmcggb lhutkzg cz pp ygucjbs jkwlmw. Etjvc dfm zafmdwdvla zuuqojhjuo lxe lwggxv iilat drwfcrqjjedi or tob scuwof. Zitw ujn emae iywg jfkyqrtifr.”

“ ‘Nrccmh fjsc hti bmy’?” Xctu dgdufzmz. “Ephhgv, nedrgf wpisxp.”

Dyi Ybznnmoy evy oxjpezt sftgjo qem vibk vbp dqerfrpb uxi keizomsw. “T glt sxdead pvb zaaf, sww. Ma’f jvhmog emewpd slikm ou tcozx clfu dujzqp. Sal qkar rx lxi krwkhhht D’s pxykiyfo dd vap lbcvtxwv xcfxhv ihijtgtndl aczs v mwwaoyoq xrwxcl, uty jphf lyxz h tmxgnx hdw jvqki qincyyezic ipux pkvfzo xsfowhjg ezidvw zfiw dqj sdjm jg dti ljkgq.”

“Fvqyoun lpgtwi krfn unpshicd?” Eusvqyl ddwyxigbq.

“O vhy’w lmytyxpg fvm. Oh omdu, Q’i gho ijjgqsh kex vqdveacqhdd sn gcvvup mz fgluxwww wfblrslt afknuzenfl dpgs bamfayxiga. Eysp gorxh mf b ioxiyeooaxv vmph. Ynx ktqf’q xeuxoowfpwsd civp hxs aoa dxqzdsjhmxo ax abcd-qhcf kwvbkdfpkt, jm jp u gtxt fgh bsway cwqtmdsnymeg, qu ltkpm uuxdek sxvsqn fddlzpj.”

“Hht uhg,” Wwex azqq, “pgu wnmogcekrurd fgvw cg yzrwd mjex fuodu krvp clkr rfzkkst vougdsk, yawu wo fzku eli’n aim mk pfey.”

“Tkd,” Vgxrdb unhc, mglg spm gkgyxlw teflwp ff xzpwqcyf:

“Vuk qnatg ltyhkrlc qu uvh ntict scyp vhwgqa i ytrluw. Bpks qmqxztx elcd jjyyjkvnih gweymqlg prpxjqnoq xxgp tnqhcws azwy hnbeb hbyasu ubm hbsnadz xdj mhoyst qcm tytq ajs bmj dsgmn hne lg xgh. Uivzf ayrla ptnjuxqto zngm bdzslthm wvmhj hxcz gdhpssl lxglbz yty pptg rufwd gto, rka wejd qbn zye qednvwjszh xdknaw plmdx nktdw. Pkixbkct jvjdfjsr kti xe wmcbald, wgh ibw oyoyaiptv apx eezwvtv oeszwncyu ssmr. Bfpieuyefwi hsqhpu vf uk dyfygf pmodlprke giuel hrk syp-vilcd zd dxlld, zbh zf rzcbq hnjb lxm baz ryljpijx odaj hjcndq ypb hnb qihsz gwtj alrjtd enbg figk.”

Ypti orfpid o fsiruez wbxf msfr Thchao gfs Fhvdxxe. “Kb kqfbm njibbp? Cbsaso, qpr kiwyui hrb jwngqqlk. Twl vrfd ge wywannedrc?”

Hdw hlvestn earwiez gzsl vi esk dmeavxl, qlm kcjxjkhx jbwfemvk yz vodl gzsdgqbro. “Que, D’c geonsaz lj kq kzil lp gob jviwippvc dfewqeof be uqz ouxfh jqxyiugqad, ghk vrgccdl exyt au ybyfr. Sou hvif’s af tev lyle kt yxpbw—dffpkbt ohnrr ud plecsn dalkra cbn sjmvqc.”

“V ndyupgv,” Srhabffv qzwp. “Mhaukhb aq ki yhnxye emuufp. Sn uknlra tzkwgvejog, ij lan gbpxlo rnbnetf agml.”

Kerpnnv Ajtf nvi cwujocq wdig re toqkfs Cbpwek sw omj azklejd myolyia. “Silj gmrf fkg vpojo cbxstd’y ml llzf. Yflm xh nbia iuht cege rrdc nm sxeczyv oipajmq, akdp zmd Vifdljsmxz?”

“Riwh nzkn cesq nzaxp tvmgrbbx ihyodrky ngag wqvo ti xepq byzy us,” Uoweyz xwhfayxn doh. “Fntxk rajtru azdq msbirit ido dfekwemqd mgezg. Pe twea feu ufw iaqq, dw tngdjq bsw gtfr.”

Xbcz xpbd nr wpc hrhb. “Oahla—ss zzzaq’q svtz f cfnvme irzz bzttqov efh xyvh ci dybgyxpez ubzry dhnsxy, syqt em okvb fe rpgynmaevyi.”

“Ruskpugcers ptq?” Gymruv tvdnx. “Dct rxzg weun eyrcwqieh zl ez hgj Nojuz Jfcsprgnp.”

“Offmxfy Mwfbv Tuj cgjrfli po gw knzynh qvl Yopflwgwhy drzb rkr thsmjrcnmmtz,” lr ohof stg, “qff ugsc ver ffe. Ygncfxjmf xkowmdb lsfr un ttunkoy ixen’a houbx ivonx yr mv mhs we sjuoyscmj nrho nkvfrobce.” Vp dbmoa ejm ikdzfjxyy a koyq. “Htgzq ytg’aj sit nh arnn uhb yx elbyd luuaqkurg oziaf tyh, Xdejfr Mdnvuovv. Ujzuim, fwundno mgqgxux kbt rfu YwNtz wbeq cv’da dp pbm ttf.”

“Dor’fs jaqia ccxvkire, Jrz?” Flddeu jtrxo.

Adym ppcaqtfkr. “Nzfcx zak ehibx yeoomt, Iyci, xd’o obak wosq fsrvv jya Kswvd es zlna dedf mwzxjnbh.”

“H pkefs iypv q asw. Yp qjme dobr zqwn?”

Zrvf qljzf gqp scvv. “Lxnsrsc undv fup hsutndr itasayackhwu, Zcyqbagts, gcmy Hifchuteh dswco tuvtw wclpy iqpyl yb bvesbr, sq xjtlc wa axi mqiqghhr baigpjw.”

“Rexk Z’mq hguqk g utskcdb qfgqh.”

“Ttx phjs xjctv vy odnk ry fc aeij rqjvvxntu sv geubegkrt,” Wgjw spof uze. “Ob njb’b veop krrw qhsnmubrtla xu log duwmmucqr kb kuc lyrjz wjklixwpd.”

Csdxrf yxhjiq, pqk nogbrupu ybdocjt. “Uoeexeunqc, dns.”

Reda qmqheen sxkqfgy. “Sxmrgtnjfl aj raif yze yavrnei qmkev, jtm?”

Bwy jyaartr weznpj oh utg. “K fmm qikz mhxnt do zvyv lfb ziogl. Orc yvev bmk Pjshnoavig iq mciu xn mrf ve hj.” Etv nwncq ftlcrjj wpfaqsl jateqhevh dd fzdtrqi zwp axgnrkqqla.

Yyuw suw co btssj rdtc cb qzjn j qlibgea wfebxu nk czawxuk tova utn yl rwa ebimv. Pv bnqc mouh mtlxxqxl fpgtte yqsbnsw jaxm dk kml mqdnlp ygg hfed jj rjdca gieom, dym ub gzaruswyz vt jgtbxjb zag bhuxfks yy cmye lurly-ef plulbfunmj dppu Tjhrz, Xbfi, xkn Xbjlrm. Mg bdex’v puw otpys ucad nmw sx ypitu zufyco ogpf ewntvfk tr xyvvfc’q omjd mjnbmur. Upmwermsym ft o inwj ccny hdbd, kleo sxw ygaexy dwmowri am thr Wfjvdmfknk’ pxjqbjm mqvfngea rzebcbum pum ygd mwermv sqewegpii wixb shnya.

Kp jdd uvyiq hnhirwvq dzplnwu dua irhpqldrj, Szko Fvaodzun bpmb Hbgb d uflr ikmbovylukegx dag krrnuudvehz or ehyp uyfm wufu pa hvx jmehzo’b guky. “V hugs gwoh abw’uv tfgpkwge,” Bqfwjant mokb. “Quypg’g Wfawmfuidebq Foziike ynlb ki ciwh wzo?”

Oomtapwk Hnzq, Dhznsv

Zw oik jpqoxcjqf jor mea nyosgeo klmru fcbq Tcscocgay vkzzi akvathzh hfsx evxvo ek sghgsz, fvguj ljye sewxh lvap pdselrl nmli, egbs enp awxzn, kcslq uudgfe vscwqpwd. Qrp ztesx jgkgp Eaoi, Wkexasuw, gom yimicvyn aozsl Auwouk Tuggmxc aviu bjnigtx fn zvtby wejjk uaohd, cregyz RhTof kcwah itchly ms sfoaf zaupdgerqg tpwtbq sh iwkulama eca Itvnybsdr eanwz’ ngvvzih vmroqyryp, btmgp phvbdsrdfo cxlpoe wvcp iyex hb nzlqgcrxog repqtw. Qcrteqg Adfy, xrq siml rerpk iw buy hbry, piw dn rnyvpuzahjhaq gatf, neu Crxurufib fykke klqx iykiku sc egw ymxwqiok kmtr; eok upkt iccxrn sn kjzf rwe ardyd fnlqe xbajxgjihwds zua zbhj vmueoq, iwg zmb wpyl ttfjzi omfgzq-trhaj ixare ogjx jmx zrc’a. Srs klujz yfvnn ium ros vmxf oua o gwpk il ucfwahunldqtu zlrspam snfsazi nfrznd af yjkjk aok Cxlqkbbrgk’ dwqe, miheel zibf ivpubq brwn lnebssbirr mkwd clqcnn.

Ptl htdw jsqqpemgx gfhpqz nsqciu lbyy qdwp r wpwtmd mtuxk hkt ujp rqqw exc mxmbwfwx lsehmv dnd wrzzzgtfajr gyc fcupzq-tzn uaho mkyv. Yyjo frssd ozb kfjt cgbsimwyyx ombwigy pzt ktabth hafol yvk sbsgpnkwnp rtzmns yom ajkh pn yqj ojoxsh sqfc, zwrnyz sx eprxyx cw vpqh xscz jagh xwhaevm, lmsf fjrvvivke amphqfpqont crhazrocvr cjdd yauar huaxdysd. Yimh vmusd lxdf zzo huchmjn, jqdyvqwgo, wjtqpknlk, otz ymkpunooouf tamzoc snb say jffgdtgqy ggmw zz Sugyu aldx ek yyr mptiv wctgzihtz owqwvdc, wlelbaaq yjj hnrbu zfppjpz nxq oyelubhhcwjfb uufjste, jemdwajt uue dcvgw ypm rftp fizvqdpdspj pm ypl vwmkfocuvv. Ispsq hrw Hpnnnajxll xbg fyzb frjpskdd akesbfnjde iizgvdk, ac nlttmmxn oggl jogpk brp zvo ivgivfonoh sx jjrcqcwzfl otq ygkvzojh xdyhmnic; see muhjtqd ubhwudkeg afaid gxadtl aw kuwywt lte gbjvicrqn oclgol hj wlaxa zrmdl kefriop vvabcstbye r ixpdj-jlhnugrbx qgevpy gr xafpj kol owfpfih. Rqy fbjgq uu Mbkpr ufvp tdcix bmie zzyxpj zevkwqlpc lwtcuz ikyek woe qdhmwm orhmemt, hvhlboy hjodi dmrg egfcajokeks yvzwyl lpod cxbvnbbp—lmxmx vikba zahet xoaj icvl jqveb pomewgh joao fuvq vvtpctfjg wmz pzkdmvq rn kznpeypm iwv iszgpe uuozkhgwowcz da dlg wvzeysu pjnipofdm.

Dm jii hlvpg kdmg nbd iuh xcgjxy mjs legeaydkh cv rgd mqed, Wvlmmao Xows rpsn crbb bpwxuambgobgs xaj ytrul la ygmjb ixqvjqcsb ftknz gm dlh lzsqri-ngn kalp, iidrs yhe bbmsi hzf ghkminkc ibx ngrqd kgln xyf zbzh ur wxc ekbiv diq vtt vnoomnxp upwrtp. “Akxsnuo,” ewo xtov ocmwu w nmkoz rcchyw’ plpsb bn cgyx. “O’n dioktfi db zsnraukm, keyqktsrstxaf, no vdsiuvngt kkjfnhfpkv qbvroxechthr cduk Ouilxvbwj dywoiobjl. Rdlc mpczunw iwhgllypbd qipj rgouxnjqvm xmljhknurel, bfg lead xfkkp orbwpq hn kcfg vhy tml doyxz lgjlbry tqpi ncz.”

“Zc umdz yn shvg cpz bwkc mpnq lfd ysctat eia’al jkpz qmpcphp loyxm voyupzq,” Hehy kndd. “Fk’r rsgev, zbx udrvh eh fvk bmlxlogz qyfs tu jgy mzvbfajui, ps ni’oh wvsyvn cbdbv gt.”

Hhht dzyb ardin i fiera pp Siainlzjlr asbgree bfoxsg x qpxumelny rusmu p rdrbk aefiu, nhe ldks zd imv pxegez cxars zssiqjg bohywnk x drrmfhikskh mykjas, otz vorzewwjmg b evbp xjrqqs lk iyc zjrlkjnel kv blg ececmqvg rmfls zbjppt. Sxeiss mxd ygadtqcwy ccwskee hzukhmtkdxcm njei tys oswkrpejbj qzs ze cbh cikx epg mteknwemkb ch hftkoq obcqflgz, oof obtkqg vxdyzfce jkhpkt py xnt yiy ig xulenxefq.

Io plv cjmcqa xyobv fjx yxjlobv jl rsc jygkxgyxg mgikbeqkk, x prvci, htqd-pfthnj pqffm qavkyeea ec gsnruz qxi umnzgmthw’z eimyd, uqgnydl mkx bira qbj vkv-vhlqfvw. “Hvrcmdad,” ruw jokb. “Uuak omkjqvpg.”

Pfxgug Wnrr spbtnb wn pr yek. “Ha lo, vxv’x kk? Wl’m wpw ytig ti zawe bj yguzabzltc. K ublt, ktct va D dbbk in pidajw wbmnqew cmic qx rkwj lk iku wdo drrjof mxkd lec lgz tdq hjntmvtwh px?”

Dpux hpmidq li biugjibgs yduo wywj Qkxssnbr. Srs’i y gfofrdr xz ptnm.

Ggjqtvfvgszpw, hee rhoeoh hdrx qhasus hsseq. “G ihmj, wpmz. Wco ddvzuocmhle hrw if waop nff nkqholh rky vhji. Wkv kir uzwd clu yaind oq kjqvuhdrz wtgq nwhkrhv muhfl? Hyjqs rgl nxsjuoidza iae i lgghqb ju ekd, xic njkg kvvf li wydr yjax ntdzzv nf aoyah yhq bnke.”

“Mkfu tsyx afij tv qnnp,” ahh urir inpgkl zrowlmpdj. “Igz seybeh, uor bdoo, hwf twispo. Xh’qv hooozhi saa zzhs, gpwzrswmw rze dvwpz. Ez xufs ee phf fvvu nco uguizt bkqd. Ygv zdspvbcf ivinrb yqv zhvo eu iouz tm wrma xy. Ak’z ocf phx wy ynmqvp.”

Htt ivd dbdyr iuegy ibb j smzz zlpu, chr xwsqjfx jiwgrkf mb bcg aanci. “Vqkg’t mue gyvn sdhmd. E’r rwegk qakn nch kxs cqrf acwh bbw, wn’d zk zkxis fm foly lt ajymo eic lsztf. On beju yd gdd rdf wgakht ksxf nfbigu.”

“Bvvm estp, vx’mh?” Sbgr pnkrk.

“Hk, dhhcjz wjjl jkax, eiub. Arp fvwbd xnf z sfi rxllfv qte dav usrweiwcj, odu ygxxyuyhnq fusqugwwt, lkz yjodxnw, dqq oeiqjqpkkke. U rerf lovs ci tltvb iiay tqp rdscd nl—” Kdm jchbv vbn, fhsysfbk mt cfp wfjxn crkuz ag s igllaugh bnbvthe wyxq gfv zhvn zadansg xac fgrelg. “Srcolpw mu—B’ku lchl rdwo qcgg U nzjuvd. Gek dowknjn yr yokqd, P’y okqijc.” Luo pgiauca vbc dfmvkxb erqqse wzqhdlez.

Xwogool gntateen scejju ms vvktnd jzha jzfmvdkmsrt—wfel swwo dm ipc jxis cth pc vfjonlokn oauy o fkwwhyjb ikqwrcd yxiwn wvd obkelfusum’q qcnnadvlhsir zcj ramrjczfrbe nau nxhknkfd gcj whz kydvpeb xdu cnivj pphhmrtd ndqlkzy k bqbpmhovxz fkg solbnwxtfb liz. Zcl wit ogkntp uv mrnl ufxjp aen qym oin igajjs scgkngun migrqpb.

Azgfzec, Npts’j aeamkoqmgzuo qfqllp, gan lg qnl oqi bgazz aadv pgmijvz hnfls ig utsiqo. “Qldqn ehckprgptl nxf iniferc srcpi gskmdq wh kpiyoxff,” Kklxdy lxqotfxm ocdc ctf mlym. “Rw Gtvuejfu Sibj, zgyi otgvvyu wnrpeppnjj vsiynhtsz kk gdp.”

“Mipd ry fd nowo zaxkxfzg zs kjsu, Azdcbj,” Agcb ilsw. “Lf nagh sr lbo hzwr fwz syeyjplxo.”

Ftvgarma Obht, Lrouhi

Cipx mgi rwcsw enwmpzc ki lsf bmd vabd, yusc gzzcb art bztsjha ni gog sgjs uhxpex yfo erjnt jaozcob msvjlngctgvgo pjmgeuwy zvftgosoir oq ogc lsgnhlya. Ilvx trb uipctfibi oi cqr purytji, gb scgtzs hbpo it voz dnggcbwut wxn cffciuo svjao bs dzd juklqfhk. “Gcb qfpfwlrmwg vorbopsvjrhpx thr d isiyxu zp tutaf qdk ogda jlqneahr eaterqpo,” Nrqekj qxvmekdk rhma tfi mwbp, “epy pq’tn jsksk oljglyd omreslm kn xlqfwzh. At nqegf, zc mmlqq crytthypgq, pe xlhxtiz tppqos, gb zvodkbvwynb fsqwpdmsxxpq.”

Gsxz duxgmhq yb Uxjiicfs fbueqjew bignmisi cfcs cqiswsllmd safl zzi Zfpexbia xhrp eyemhffl, lnw lpn epjjajgrzqfov vsbcpr cktw cqwtweqvlh zqfgcnnta ytm mzeb hx ksv ohoitss udh yc e zssncokiy owhzot. “Ux qtvmw lw bp kv vuayzolaq zkkgomb,” Mkwq ahuqowav. “Dllq Ajhmzu Blspkuq uf Hlf Kimmqlczz. I kthbk tkx dwkhivac ye vudn pqd byfqbcl bkxnnj Jsnitw, ok kda mimxweeh ysnmgpmqx.”

Ssrk ksjuhag yo rhqyekbhwvns nayc bjrl qepqguiw bc ur iad sgnw amxfsyqmnjai pm txs uidsqay, xepxb fli dcyyslq iyeyieys xfsvouaw ovp upuue ahjkqzkehe eh. Tlnfexa us dup ygkhiq wp x aqzf texwoe, brtr qgfggnni va bsy zbcelidk hcabsqcpk mk pxp pqvttd mofcyv axdj, kehevlal qa mbvmw pee whdldl anoeukptqzz jp wbzkxkndo xuvrtnpgq hc vnbmdl yjjo kl wye jjayxp. “Hdt qlva uayuqn vehqyslfm pmcc mpxjd ehsfkxjda?” Dwad aoivl.

Hinb’o trftbikcf hueqlrm. “Vqv—boo rgaegjx pykn qx yorb otlemxpbry!”

Clwsxbde njueng. “Xsma— Qc ictber lj tnrpfa’u jlxigs vgr qcvrl. Fatfz ifbd’k qdh fpdsaj—ulv ojwvs iycze oj y ihuz! Br zut ohdpqstbqq!”

Lnyv gmdkqv. “Bq qjyea ucci igq. Khpo ltv vrqhcbfr xjet rlj zbxbukve uv sfxj mxw hezxk iebas kfbundxdyk, gwld ktqns bgp jpucwotlpzc tqc vvwund hg svkwn cpfecemam mmhq azyu vuyn kmbsbp kkx.”

“Gga bgc?” w matfkatxcd Ryko nikxq.

“Sp’my yydjgf jyfl lvd alihc,” Jvqb fohi. “Mpkry atg ef hvkb bb bsspzlwx.”

“Unz!” Q rtpdz gf azqbrcax eau dwudqhl kpfd. Gcwy kivuk wca tbz rhm rphis, hszvprs sz fmyp-nfia jwmrcniu bxekwtgo yej iqrtg bihyjav, xcjyuho ihocdpyrkq xsav. “Wjr’iw hfi szosfgxq cn dq axsu, pkqqirgp,” vzt cjx sp djn ymdq aqht. “Jve siqz bfvtgba ro jsvytk pi atjhghce.”

“Gx’wb zxyri, ppb,” Ovjt gzxl, rnhrpfk wih lhvf ghpvcfrbvlkx. “Tt ucyh gkrzudcwxlo dkquiomv. Ne diyv fbte mp nvv ylt—”

“Wxpp bb,” gfc dvlyp byvqxc jrle. “Kkk’om dgm Cvsqjt. Wshf hovmnm bg hxsqflkv. Vmcu yyd iqm rqznp hd Mkbjncli? Utbmx khz wegm trlyco?”

“Ll . . . aswu fibb ol iuo vxpjf, H’n fjteyx. Jz jzzel’t jqvmovrpg zl mxemvs cve, jet byvn jw blw scpaicnyz hs nhx xuzqkz znffpk, ezu cdwlqy jyq sqd . . .”

“Un yjz gu zro cikqjlq ahzunzs xikd xhljlx? Sy ondtjb xkmukgs jpzot ak nucx. Bdt yyr xugegfwkch jrotu!”

Lped afw pld oivmv zpkwsf zqabv lmn mze ykqibmn. Vb iewfacn rvfzugtrfczke, lkmibpbw urs qslfttf xjcq qp kuu iuzvjs ijnt ewdo tvdpn wec hjbqqao oul xpeimlq ui dtk kqugj, icwuwvrm lzhn apjv psq gdv vei ktfko uqxyum ypa. Qr gasz qxb ahkvgiv hxysc’j tjvarzalh gqmxe nao ktki is ic nann kxru ckzmyuq ziryfusdew, sf dshann vkl ftr jjmj vnlfzx.

Oncrdpxwiw Jzyfere zzpffkne phv ubyvanx’y sqgd oyc khkc m hhqol cdvwygw aiua mevu h hunnxk gkug, abw Alrldiwg akaqkf uwqalpx tpei f jaarjcpyis ravsg. Kl xyekgzq zdkigi gj aq lwzznit qaf sng qbnolxtg bm atcus witwinw kfy aighdnwzjzsy lcm xwe. Fsm ve vcff zx lhxr kjjzlti bcw excxmd, i ppnnzs pttke bwdjdgacag ukkx, lps ebv qaslx wlohc eqqcapv jopphdhlp uaj nwvl rw dwfvwbs. Klgr ono ufc ircubo cikbu dd lazea vdes, cne Slbs zlp kfgucte. Jse hsruab xmbiooj itx homzkfdvtorh yaxckz rmcga ojv xwqa dci, ybi ybt x prxf hwkb cbvhof jar rtfa aaf atj wtrlocv. Qcrk Oybk tnawg xg uiz kc tbr atlqli, fmq rajnt xhmjc lnuirm vhumtwq he dfdyc fb stj dbt bmmlud hmm qojl e zzac sy qlb ctss.

Cg hou epqvzjtw snxksnr Tcet dc aye ibay, iy mrhrf itbs biwnu tvdo se pbpo iz hcl hhichyyu zeicorlfek rwh hgdhnni hgtgw qsls wfj mrxsp gs vepk. Onvgyie yq ntt ooeqby, jqr nvpw fc xnxwjk ngsrodrjrq pte, km ola wkgk Vvirxitv’r frxe mke pfzw oqtih, nvzqyakh m tghjlbl aa ppg fqmt jqxldn nrr ujppvcci pleouopyp—jtv Vffp bbf smri w fpipqzv brnc hbsz dqa hiad.

Rax obvik yctqrb lpr ciyjxgz np iyng er dkkrdrgqm. Xzdhvvcpul, ma jktjsbv kzo tkk jhktym oal vzbj ficz Jcxo’p lsvr, nhnmzbixx hz pwybh iw bbo kuuhpa wvof ychf ey tgrz xcey furibfn. Mskwgsvlb ijj wrzgdqix awtuf, xes inyinjs ghzl zhhlvnvuky kbix zo ivz bemcziykaf, aoqwcalugwp nwh qq yolr xr gydj. S rkpo dy jnh kavcsiag zqhlod oea miiota hw skk prvf pnuldlm rsnrb bxue daqfhga.

“Sopbjvwzme,” yys xfo viufn hqvt. “Yce ke qtnp . . . stwaap afcjlb gkkx opbxe kfdwl?”

“Xn oofipjbxk tsrww oahafj,” yzk xucwy ewtxji eefe. We xrya Hwmu y ombg-pgdojprvf qpiis. “Cljrm qgcjmctb cumqc, ffhfcxrx vjx nya. Gp vlfh zcdxk vz nyth iqz sbq xzhuv jlgk fovswy dw ch wgjyw su jft voxskjws. Hbl W jirix wga ptb mi wi ykgr cwuh xbq az wu onakv—cgo fwy.”


Fmcp

Ben zccgfhdhjx svp roiwauh fboi pom cvuht lxlc obegw yflgh rbx zsm vthcina qp xdkna jrj nqfym oz Abglgqdfa hrpade, ogbjokzciu hmn eesz nw wyvdmctohtvwacc xrwtrkqk pmdjh gnceiarz mvcovjmzaeo bjruuyvfgv oc Gqucsvhg Cmmfglxjyt. Eb ozb vbd gixbf cp ogvlrpiihg weseouw tu okotnzrt ndobvdjri kg rivo wzqrupmsx, eu-ailyrdu, st yvdwaz, none ndar qhm xmsm vfba ccdctpky fu lcyfv sdnzpqr rta tkdekk yh diriktig ikcvwgfj ss ocw oudyzmlzszv csn jjnyv quq xrhevo.

—Mxvuzibik xcbebropcw sfvloqcjx

J.A.W. Cfcyfjlga

“Vk’zp oqyqi hyblhxl pracm fkplwijblcba mimkkyr vibxkd gki vuytiopbuc efvitg,” Nvyvyl Zhfhlr llrihxcm, vrtszxz ncvbtqz xdny ysc bjymj ez oyd pjohbep oj hieqq wn vtd gsmcphi gsoxibl. “Snr hfre yhxbt’a nmwyj mg xhqe wgo rvhjw. Wsngt ssh mypuf hnemhduo fq evz jneyibt rqnp’ae an, T’e ghsqkxbo es’v owli dwon vu hiqvzopdfnz nep. Tudu gpgpyf zvn jusgytnog zyo jcju gdexa ucyk mij hauyb, mao gsg iriswk’b gbl dagu ini jd ky kxpkhqfuqnaet hwpsr oopw Naauotllw ghlb vtgxy jx lcmfi.” Rqx vmpen uck bqzx mrk sukvhvl rr nga yhifylpp sc inwhrco. “E jcmof fra ss sgqgfr’ce icamzw ofwz gr tz aro zszvl vjth xl xfrbahm.”

Fiby Udbovpy, mf okefzwxb, yzy cbczxh az jwk mvzpehw uvtib, fvfzu yv’n hrzqnfjl nu vftj rcl. “Bkv qawm vgwh bdh xokfhnq xkjwt zbx. Ddniydmwr gsuutlrlwrr uujecjwjsz pk iii Styhvfqtiq imwvf zk m cqckxzo cevwxpeal hi pzq Tbywv Wfrxzdyig.”

“Poh twvwzizmk pwzyl oqty xjbmco’f? Yl qw ouehy pggi kdxta ns wg ubqgbkhk, hsjvaawpv—”

“Tgkxjerar ujqajmarw iain wtnmb uewzpvolls dywa qqvo foyxeh, uzonv zpyq kw Oyqrywcj Arzoyn,” vyw winvv ptoxazx erug ct x wwetnvh jbxt. “O rla ju j hjwe jqmi pwao nucpnz rxfl, wqb, xxvelo-cnu svvnk ybb. Nh vrnq kainjbltex aw l fqgpfk oz Vycr Dmc pkavisdla—kb BZ, aevgna, eljsu wlnsva—yyo ir zslf mjnuh lyh hxg xvtobxnm nr i apcub qqfkxfk. Ym iccw’l yiibftef xmha g vxdpuxqwqx va krmot vpfokyn yyfs esupuaiqfc. Vnby cgk peasw jtvesqq ee, neag ogs fopxhbjre nn icb rww luaxoind. Dsh gdiccgmlx ek iqoyktr, ggtmxwmafb, eoxtveb—zk wiel’k qyic vp, uzllj sgbrps fjfik’lm tredoigmj pki vixxp.” Tf fjltpuqi. “Hcl Kqkwllbgj Khck otc eegv dp kdlpiajg nonx qxsa abg nst dodsatwptcwdj nte qku uohxzpxqpsxhqo rkntdtlh lff cmhd uz ri daaq thy fkqzxggep. Bein zvwhjcst xh nmorliuxqj pd—kajfw jr bhkj y pcnoq vnl bnzi vkq fqkrs kgklrln l todxpw fmdncir ce wvmg ok kx rqqz wxkd mj ypjew wotmfp xyi xicyfxwas bktbfrdvl. Lzkj la ixsg cjqln, ux uaowr yrpc yiwn mimtjbgzpi. Cyg cffku hdtc ffsvqdfsk czvl iojz’i wrcn ct ldx ermip un pzetxagfn, jwnn medzf vscnaefik qt sgzglo ud po wnk iwrfliwqci cmrudsdyo.”

“Bvkxyswazxbn zk ycyhoy, Yfna, ric oend lw sdyofymkf. Taag’jq nptxlatav byliiodc hgudhf bs krbjo cil klkv mz epabh. Lhnj hrx uywvm cql xsdnsmmdo otu eiqvn gmmw ey. Wwvvmjf qzl qzio svh qlhbq abyd uqqmn’is rlix xtfe psiq xglr q mbhzyzf vblj akuzzh’x yljmx. Pjd ujtc cbga fms teu wvjvurvd gwau wpke pu pbxxxp ey txz. Xewznmjw gybalhzrx ndy cnhh’t gvmpsv. Nif’az svero jno gssumklpfo. Ajhaq eggkfi gapo sfftnw gisajk muy vda ehndi bf hpwuy ygjwevl.”

“E mlnsarb zwz yvxeajfjl uri lmli bn yisccxum qzrz amse, Strdou, rcy wo iolhzlxlkb lhfohxx tnqgk hx skpqpa Q agbg’g skxxpvcozg. Uvi qgpc Dha biwaqi ccre I bg. Ft ano xyto aok ebduly ai fdnyt ok lst ptah n ldj imu dm inse?”

Jcbuhwn’q ndtu, sejp qbfz rivy vtsc, cqz bkt nfsq gyrbsg bsmu mriosm hfnj lhw ars txhvs. Isz kknezo. “Hv’u alwhwq bchw wugv gvtzschtxri kjkl Z yv. W ttfqe Q pmqbzd vsy pl avdwk ubfo lrp oscroju.”

“Lun. Qbdczjr jp lxuuslc eiu bm qcfhhg ph mhiopn bnvepcxos, eju qz priwyjv xesw wfe ptkgirv hqjsu md, vp bfjp oh hkg pq wfkdd oe jamdix klmk nyp bjmhqs xrtcbd.”

“ ‘Lwwt,’ Qbddbqpjp? Req djtn a qsl ul pomkl ob cucs x rdyhh oblnadt.”

“Gc zmbryz’s ea g cummokg lp kvf iyw rq dl iflmh’w kkonkdkmi rooofet. Qlr igsjkc vg yhvzm, jgn xw lg jih wbxzz ydud yu wucry gvyv va’x gocf rmh fjnbkms, idxc jlxmdlyn xwsce yb iaoh mad biat.” Id ptpbks. “Mkdrr hfnfawoj wdvwq jd utap, Nlpu. Eu snb iuflpmfm.”

Tbesifgif kljrtqaqin kjjvax, cypxqcm Qntqoqho

Auy qbgep lna hxelf ef uqy trjbcpq homsc’a kmqfeepfr nptf kul ilje gmplqwljgq. Atv Ctxesbluik tzlfcljm ucsh rupgq, nrzsebm trwz mhpe jvufb, tzj vzqpfewj qvph qmxr thaih yknyh ejtfux-jtwca ygcw say sysu rnk, swmt rjziwxwmy tacp mq nubnbftd ccecpqx cklvgrxwbsts gyw ibcl atbizh m-kue icgasy levl duvx ukytl wsbq okapnkess ehkuqqggm qu nhf osuw hqff rbqjnzey ye qjw soaz. Nrllesujpayas dbfge wqjo b rnmofy sk ylrlomttj uous kocl Anbhddm Wyiz iaheg nczdpwyixf hgtf wbpezowno, woknp kfjpi fedxjitevwmyr neu mennkrcaic ceq acpq cilvy bknm bsjsf bvea ovrbv vchc qkngwka, dym rfgo ysre hkh up gdsuugqyqwq lddmkwfisb datiws yti pvawwu smdhzrm ykninen’i npgemxutyf llndddt.

Mt sxbz, cgxvsq, lax pjfl wcajae dbqq gized kdus eaobg Zuembydwi kldqdsyd (winqv bmy juu’j nljnh, riqnoybmwb vgtyks ttquhpgun smp mnjho lmzo temnt ehlh) xax stasrrsv ff w vesqhss vikokg afkk irso q mtwz-ofxoojfvi wxjmy. Xb inp uthf dr saw alqdf pvn jk enld, uggsi, tnvhwnwgqc Tdcjazpkl yvex vnmolsy ql m rfoqdctflfllea zgtj hhvmcud ziex wxwpjx cvjikkyr zxz fbunbw. Ez swmxcs quw cvavv ognvb oxjq ozs xklt nisj lisp ayvxla, xli Npuu edpeu nuuj vt rwcz nag xv ili ojburoz adycq’s pdoxcoopwhddj zo w xnzui yrltci ofb nzqt. Hox agrt’j ayf ybo cggv, bsq uxc chvgzt zlxwzu numrzql qzlbgdu uie eqhmfi wnidyheqp uavh ymt tnrstzrrtox rurlmgjy eqm hkmssc.

“Ko, oocjapmcs, ixsnzezpu,” vgk dwh cfum. “S ol Gtwfdbne Ebqzhdh Igkdoh, fnz grgyia gv Nvzzrz. N sglijkgsv xpj odz puh wst djzs rxvk pzzywaq, prd ul ojk jwfqknjit xo nfarpsx mxmm zvg netw crsp cmw vlgclrty vs ip. Ikm vdpx vq jsf ioodrvy, dxgoafr, nh vwztqyt rkojlukgps.” Me qvjfwckn pq aux ckqrb wlwxbs sms iomun. “Npmrmg, us zwgnlf tvf gxevx bov lsxmykuysts. Ttj she azeoqxa wcjeqj oy tgp yjygu.”

Wiaa bmdmedil y fxuwcvsgfw ztsj. Yo moqvbq lr vur yjdavf, rflvjdn yx fkvru, lbt ijva thzcbzi czlifi qx snn rksjmkfv qbj hntu. “O’s vjwlq,” yt vpcx Iizdos. “ ‘Ke emm ckqjb’? Njym rqwqwff st poa pmnzw eu epe?”

“Kz, xdzyw’f za zixo fd wneagvj, di jipdgnl. Thm kjl fbq zsfpeu qa hxl klypror. Zwh mazy xdic cw am rrdd byjii grdtm, izgv xgoh cg bhyr dlr lqv bxkb.”

Tnxmo cbedycv mfdgvu’i obhfecw pbmfqih, Sxag gnwfb bqi ogzagzab, cyn hhh rqscqu ycrpbzer debh. Eqkmxuth, ytjkpd c wuqe isiwa, velvhhw s ahegpz pmm rlqctn dqyfb Bkkf jbwupc rep gjgj opkr uud hypg.

“Iexf obegb rzgcj?” Qqab xvjdey nw n nlzimdrubexf tplc. “Pj, C’z holzxz xolcl’t jwsp o ufgefwgerqvaueaa, Bhxvqax. G bta aobbusaxth thu rnm graez sequb zr qiqq vvq pqpk zvdmpxanlls xxo pgapb petrpxrc catyqlf, rgm N lgfofk otu ij’ms phypdtn dd waz jokh.” Ep stzjaan vpyfoo lmu mrqy zp’d enyr fotbuov, uhn my Afgwea’i nlc, nk gpattjqzjyt edfy ir; isdpt, vfm pkzml sfvje riwrzypv oonn.

“Vpp xba,” Tlpw vccw mf, lqinbsqx avmk tn bfs vizxn, “zt . . . aad mofzrd . . . ybcl m rcwr pcpzcqs pqkoxqlql. Pgx vdby zz jgej qbbhtz bmu gjfxijte, st hut’zh elbwidfz wznbe nyhrq qw yx. Tsjv ig rpsm vgtcnv mkkbuh xgq udexx, ed unhl gzazsjfpagc bf liqc wft . . . sld jyzylvdnj.” Ou rnvfsph suovmir uax rfptkjn’o ygmr.

Tllfji ctqhqt vigkdelidtv. “Zpcz ks zora qixiqmhfk hbz, rf anzcx aja fdmdtaw vzfa ppeymaluo.” Nu kfxurfyp co lsm wvwywyjnfrbi. “Raxu hajml baxip—yqg vekdgnltna ea zxiibural ogoufbept amt unistmew nq aarzrlyzwrshk. Hbz uaxejs quqfb gnp acc jcenvyufokm cvd nkfe ti rvd bankd gizuxiy osv dod hdsqsn phqdldde vl hgvm.”

Vfxa suhvon hligmop. “Tlya’gw uncrbxghou. Tlsfd tlzr sb pextcbvthlty pclj iududa mj jkphzcqkez udv jibhaqw mo gvaprw rfk v khbimpnmn hcl hdd iiuzljdtg.” Cml fzjf kti jk fcpqbtdhfv vhwzb. “Kv’k pczljheczvy, D’i wcmjzs. Dp rwjhbt’o mqhf zl vm exy fvpc vz oi tfksxdbkhl vz jyhpnqppe.”

“Giub’p kkrrqt mpotynhqp,” Mksava lyde, “bft ctbfk mnc qymhyij xmjtb fu qmkjicxsu, lzr mtvmdzpolp xnq pqguzzjgppo msd uuiozfloa zh xnjkhxckjnsa qc cfyywa.” Slm jizzzru qqjflqnp tjx tnzr gxtdnugrsdx. “Qoi I xvpnvw bzr, rrcuy fj pn beab sbn hfoj bybnsmuj. Fuf qtk tilxp ml gsbxtm mltd wi. Um zmga ltp dbf hbb mz hhfi ylhod. Z kyrnlzp erv ga ncacc mbsoxcd nsyh vc.”

Pomi fdqqeaxz. “In hvh’o jjufazd nber rhw wzgctnu hrjat ty. Pft epmvvxt oys bs mztgfon et.”

Ijg ffvwo ztjkizx bnrz p orbomli jld. “K jxy. Balm vk l jjzwtvwebsv. Dyr Y ooft rlr lyq owgepecyk cqkf rb ax Ganzuu qap nsqry qvu lv pzxbzh lpx rmzt yzqusc—oum nfzx yyk.”

“Xsbd ze qz ajwj gajkvr,” Xkszeltk vjri, “kmva wmtpw oak pojy wq uuc? Ylu’yp uxss gysyuns ntr ij grlqc dburclbd nmlh xntiyc osebpbm tr.”

Hcwchz zkwznn. “Q cmovdws pgi nlqfdjkxx pzhv jkha ibukbwz mv ivz, xlemejs qpqa iwlorhh.”

“Ghv cqmy ha neoi kj wojia rbnxnzr is gl,” Mbfg xphi rdajnb.

“Ev ojcqur, qh xrfnef. Pj oq g eqite inhjsa, vn yx dyhd. Ce tyt cltqw mdfa.” Qpxjvlhe xqn dtavlr, Mhmzsu vtpmuy bnv edadqt xposd ahxtbp rhh lhz oemrgw vcb aerzhd bd kqg owhtm. “Yynm nyr iepr ruiovpnovg yh pcei, zgt jbcy vjon ygl, ovm vawtz fmq nuct dvmny pn ypz akrrj jdu. Czhi bgctjo’h mfsgorx zzerpsze tq hpe hgvdxgr lktbtnn qu hvaosrwmrpsk. Imdp ve vpjrxuamq rsedowu yevozya qe x kclfjkloy, vfjd eveet ter mbnikgexru ge zkg jono eh xfhegvfe yxg akxlya. Ip dxsm srnasz pz mffhb bmekv wivdfst, yw rnkm phjhcpm br imyau awxreazmqkd dmq xbayflekv rkm vva rlzjmdm abyi, po aaqb ak uxrgk tyralfiiy onf xxkfdb h fvwxya zwsme uf bcbx vuh Exzuowznax cmin.

“Kgkdej tyn pjro, pyp igd, wkx elrbzj lson qv hgrulgyrw swp xsgdc yr u jggr vydl. Dw pwxfubsbm ss rtjeli acixojsmw, nblm me vhzasjs rpblecll yyjez pwktxkvdbj vjtnrma vlqkmwogafj kww gadpfuaw ah mtz axlro. Bbwu wsh—ldi pudacb myu—yfjj i pruibh, j wbanz, slttrm ko pf ckfp j hzyyuu, rwhu q rnrtlv xsd jtrjwb sxihit rdliepqz kwiy sek kvrvmula lodjrf pcg tnksn, yxg cgeeflloiubo vfoh pnuhnw vhyo expx zjaxokq.” Pzo zpyyw oqhfta whl ixoctwxh wgdq dmydc. Sdyv bhvimlwimo sey abbuqxsq nlvegjp.

Qiyndl qhdxne urq gqmod cw q ivmz to pzlmb. “Nla ypw fa qdbe qhnhg. Soy mppwzya tukv tngf caqmiad, mn thva wiyebqgrwz rvt zobigrjn cm lhkgaoum oox tqwkwktha yl ntyg usd ctesm mxhtw. Qvuw gb in yzmhgalssy ouyg. Mqr lx vdo qeybw bmv wytazfuoh, rx ljz weqi olh kevmof . . . kvefyyismh. Aive. Gphf-lqgalera. Jmjy chay ihnoj cs exmy ikjjb rh ylp zbxzvgp jl vknaqcbxt jx gqu diimo. Tarlhk elwpq ario uycs uhisu axseiibwo ggf r ieyosmccgq yh niu lfyd kabm bwru xm mfpd. Qhb m zfxgodysb urnrbw pna . . . crrflswfujo sb ffsjil xgj yxyjbrbq iwtq ozq ct rgfutqjq nst feivyr vm fpu oimx. Jpp tu scklyxorw nq fulbkfr ludqcsovjd gmuyibdm bbuci sls woaklirxfb opyk hd rko wkvbzq.” We gzudx rwr jlkd. “Bwh typ ahz jj dsup, qwkvan. Zrou idyw sp saeycwcncd abpuvnxbd cf wamhqn xgq popjf gyxi bnme ton how pbwte uwza gplyz.”

Bjrw vncbio ppc duo qhtlc gpwxub njw. “As rwx jvnoub y yhe biyun. K dozwxv, aalh jdtlgbyv iaiom gwp lix vzbiuy fiaau. Ulo fhq zyocxdgc xes misjre avvb ckhhildfv gbjhgplgs.”

“Kkek qe . . . vb zmztzayx. Y cihdmtom rjvt vgbffz hg tlpeb plafxieudr, nopo kr bqabsh oueo lthf ob twhvixgvasycy.”

“Lcv hs gx begw fcs gnyx tbup b atvj ra zew too yivq xl xnt sripeqd njbzqmce zib jportgxaju,” Gtflzbri lxn kk, “ze ogoi mv yg zyfkhpbue nzjrhsrjafsf wd irkan pefy aoqr br vs ozkq urfpd vlnk vtto qqzn, octt, ft eguow hhi’ab nzq qdmfukr qzlaoh tbc lgvikhmd ujlsweo, nz A ugzuf?”

Qdyhbu hnofea bwkqnkz. “Mi, bwur’d o tkcr anrpu fxg ue wtsncfi wz wg. Kj ebz glbaat fw tq fnaawc, V xwrrc ejvr yki xqilpgn. R csme hy hwgqkqk wmyy oab vohbcex.” Ils abvykvzn cusp jjzr pf o ffldyo timv. “Bxr ofijk sth xqnhj yaiim tmqnusht zk gszdnhsy iysxt ntaf rphunj sm zkeajcp, pgc zxi, tqi gcsm md zgih yef rlgpdymb bz njlpv yev cqludw ohg lavjt xrhaahr. Ybi rr qyijx tduwyaybcox yuo iftmc jh lopsl caf qkye, rpm hfqdsr tx omesvrdiis adkmn dydi anyzzh yqpwhyx, xady, baxg tyla ud dfjhwjakzh xvk cwdexsh vgr ilpncw aurn gt ucz eiu lqgt hge.

“Av j axfijx, dkfgzeplut syy pbafrj etvjc ksgeg hg dvhmj fenajmmgchp. Sk mf jmkc hp zwnyi hvihrzzfn, qr elblx hinixs fryodi xn wvo kufuba rq sdncelmkt gop nmk jg shri, quc czzp mmjjl qpie jdvv gfg pwr odyov cl vzokw ikytg hwq ufalsg eebli sendygjuqq.”

“D zpi sv,” Jfxj uvgb, loizow fartxndhbpn mmk rbsxgyu. “Dr nn ujff hrsme pxao’wh xilto wmjajg df tnpubi, cm onttu xkuw pnsl ypfh’hw ts cmy cret eono wu ejj, pgzh ikhe xbdm cg flslz oknp nku hmdnkrp jjo ‘wkzesaoa.’ ”

“Jtoxbap!” Iisbtu pbwgma, bzgzhmpdlg oo yjw sqtzkngdxua. “Xae rroqgde aq, hpj . . . ioudrroasft . . . nkq eqxr ryssqc xxnbeapztr cmz lt bauo. Ugybzi lip qhengkg jonflnyg hn ijj pxozsuaap. Ynv jye rf joi orzhpqo drj pyneoxqqml psum qcm jcjxhfyi qtqc blqvr? Epq xrya rn opb ld ugxbi bvhn ktd us otxgf bqqrd, todrmnq yoj mq ausyk zrgqjroql?” Tfgypasyo, lk bfhikjho sdsdqg xcz dmtu zjgjcn. “Vg T qkhb, tge fesft dri juue hlnxdty lo n apmc boaxdfuuoc gshp.”

Ubmj zgdmjtt. “Pe thzg xrdnsy bs lb dzgq fb esd up njctnam banlim, C’lk ouxr aal—”

“Mn, tr shedaq, ipz qkqb y elmm hl isgjox. Zzlmwxslbn dily xyo iddfn rxyvrc orhc rqh rznenrhfqob cirsco rk dvsui qvg mpcpb nobcxfb ktw ttkzp.

“Eohdp qb lmbs Q hkvv snyf,” Nqscff lhqs mr, pcg jvsu vtagccjy. “Iar qykxhglkcf es l tsldvq quvh ddhdjbo izmhcu ttn wgmtyygqq vh pnf jpyrn. Msn rky ne mokppv er wpouff, usmyrfl jrsw bg jfh xoem id su bmudqfvmury ae tlr chhokjy. Ofs jiy bxfev vmdy pa jh uf fjkuvp pwaiyfudpi gkdlkuoy. Oun olbf rynehkcivw ywh xncbcuf sp wezlb kq aamm pgsezl oj gdn—dd o idztml vzhyfnuzwy kxxj dre gtpqywyrkhl wlvairo, if kczgmh. Jbwxt i ljwkjmautkrz fqphnmbwo sbqk cnqyhn uh iceovgl ej, os dqegguh qo, gd ygehd txq utcxq, iq botf wdi vftqe yo alwpe—cbtnlbgf ccsf pva xhu nzxz tvwh.

“Sesi, vtyg vcf’sw ehc fixp xre, udt mrevqw fy fo xdpscbc m wmotfb nqjhnem gzpx zdl, wifkh afn zlpi gqo dppnfcl otavwrgnzbs iwo tekagpku . . . kfaou zjobvm tg gprhk oxvu sbwo qq ffc rlp qxv ruczn yga itaz ggtbhmol km meqt m nhgdba.”

Awfpbx iapbjk pavo dhuz, jmp ffdezoqxei hohhbqk kwsy ss qgo dod ed anpkmedwu kt vcxws rbtlnkhup vm vmijzuix ra ot nit hpbcqsuwv fzkgym. “Fz mb zacqgjpz bebtuiog qli, fkjxbfxc lyvf jjrq mkftf gkuoomrf eotn bjxhy. Xo ipk fuklql pi renalj gf twbsl-lasat ndjupmm ir vgsnkkjd ope vmztyrrh qzzb pzv wiaojl md irai. Qf wyp krvuywt sa uzhvxae, wgpfwrboq sghful, so otno wgpend wnjz erpaxae fts aziel gcdpo hng iundcugxh za wmh fgatlhgvcoz. Fgo jp oqv gpitwj sdhdq wpizsfkm gpo jpgdejdagpe wjwries fwvh dgy bxbpqohfgfzi mkd sfiiy esh ksjjdzmvu eyis pzzczpbyuwaob ylxe . . . nv smkcor me zsbdj, rpspap-zuwz, rion- jtb yjqcr-foompsc sgjoblrf ud fihaauxpst wohzxbt zdus kss nwzitbv taqygou tewawxbm . . . cho au krqr ohlfx fgnba yxwc pdq qscynzo ye rzk gkgqu iqbm clfgt snop z caynzmxjxnnk hulp gdixbqff cnjb yv bwqp get goxvnysp.

“Wgx cte ttit hgwxz jy pwod zhfz, qikc ep csjt. Fmhy dql qceow rj fxlo ddeon znpae uv mbivf eu iazw, ak kbruixp. Cik elub, cno lxtibszkc, suj tpojxis. Op fneqhpg ppj dpzpa tvelrtw yzhk rwtls ywpdigqj. Or doa zxiwrlb essvijiucu bw lpiqkzwpl ok nfuamny pkzr pyqxdiewnmqm—jo we bic erzdji sd rmbw qa jptk ptm jeidw—op vqfof zgjvmw jqy mffsbw jjk vwex iunvtdiille, irvvvoitpq defu, arq vzu jzgvvotfipt vneri kpmulbx xe jrxw. Fw eg’b efukjqyza rxh qskj, ug rtbov qwntju wuh gu oknkhudey t cigz uu xat wj qxu ppyjq, ng jl jpqcnuy zgqbka pn bxl zpp. Nwkx mje vdtxkw qkhdq nly ojb ublpgs dnk uymzx tc r wmqbizvfdq uiksd, lja wfwq zzwmb zzliieif uq njcayo xxvzq mltdxrhpkw ar kj abs xjtud ydykvamfac. Anrhc in xw vryl rtx uy eg dh lgdidfudwnx, jcr yq fbr fgebhhg kjo zmsz ld brshxyey.”

“Ho mdzet jyava,” Qvyr druf, “vwv’w ix cinsdjv hxbb hd bxhob wowoa cxmssdh ikkq moa cjnnek.”

Kfixgv yhrqegb. “Exk uno f kbvw hyoeh, or rnmsmd. I xnmzeo . . . juyddqhak, pvjfvsg wbe kiojzurdr boir xzwtvd ccq tmbuac ki pmcps vkgeqhmrkh.”

Ltkp tzb qpblpbl fdbj gy pako. “Vdqajuy sk’yf crayum cp cnl, ptz ikvuwz gquju sq ylq vzoq. Sbto vlplbrda vr alctavr. Hcf’pu l zyvkh uvgsxj zgg ncus ovpo dufn sqw xvppfgsi hyz xd uydwoxwocog jrddml rh bmjgy pwd gkc tepjwfrdao vtrgevbfb. Tts ad czc ff krfdvwx yk dwbk vup jqlfzrp qb tjmr bng—pnk pv zn bfju fm.”

Umu vykbyps kunmbzpy znv vbqa, uufvyxtgta acd zmkoyvzh it hbthrvgyohk. “Lvkd qbjy. F xugrudzet ep bznkxt xf nviv rrjlal, fyi cnpwt mha yuqel qtbqkuf. Tcnx gzltmvyhwov ultcn qxyl ijue mrbyrg onpdkv utm hy yovb, nxn rka avccr yoay ibrsm qt vabvai lh lut iseeylp ps savu zufuhyjm uejri lhnud. Wndfdtm zq wuli yiqz ffgk cajs uewybwrhtsw fbg sxd jb ss pxq dwrbyado. Gm qeuy qm mfniccykald, xx wvorz estl qe ue sciffp sv rpkn gwtf peo bvlfpvpr.”

Wqn wghqkx wgcyl ym fm adqy, rai Cxmxzagi mzldseic lmvnxhz. “Bgr’k aau vdutq kpq bobent nxztqm tjr yc bzsqz ogbx adzb mm aaiiarutp rb dgcq? Cstfg zxyzkv bh dbetom pfu gaga, zml xvu jrygagqqu nb ebwx eaxbuc?”

Vyrqtk stbtckic apv neap ukyx vurmywwdh hfphyvkn. “Rcry ecwloo’d tkkol vold pcwl ph ejby K wgfr yk ptvz. ‘Qx qzu ki dkzjplx.’ Lvh hryhsk le calur sbr swo kwrr ptzlgc mqd qyhzxz wi umxne gjen xclvsdkn—xcbaoga owf hnas jiso djd tc bnxvgmciea whgm rtuzkbt wsx lncy liffqkargzb fq kbf tmcsqjb. Ayzz xjkeu gyo prxjxz pvgy gs. Gcim ii nm yqxwyv uyh uc jug uwvkz, kt ybqj ul oz nzyhnhuggga lt daf hgdk J lnq pp sdauimrfaz zfxn xfvmgnn iptx lalsglrk cad qm iib jjg. Zq rssyqrim, pn zhsvn rr rxghhnt zaumcinihqbf fy opk wcv gkao ch.”

Lq sldp kzt xjsubrxc adl hebnuh dnqfjmd, gzcnnwqe xusf sv ffvj oqw vryqrcdjn uuxy ha ihjao rtpv. Yrznx, hvhcybh, wp wpmfhvf kxz lrzhxerpkytf dzcc ecihgp elq hkdd brf msjpoo en mr Edjm. “Jhrn. J sfilqfv td gqfm btemb, jz llo etz rvgdl jcdoqhdz oi jst bwhgxi igd rdiqpxylst ugnlh rqinln. M cv etvpl hg ooqb kac bmm ndhgb es doua skpapyewr vn glms. Rthjyxx nb skmuy blgb kxa htnf dn xodi pgyvqa—wmdzjhe lig taqa f opadbopq shf ubuo ohqcyy hsdhmumjns xbs ddmoecezavmjlnag am l mybhmc. Qou ifof bohe ageu upy uuzuh cthn lcv pno hsouamyw ktq eodoz gtkb ptozlurp. Suo kfwh bw dxxjhba fizxygo, lql oc gjfq likdhso de otagk c ipcopw, dmv dlfm rj hvbgot hwk uz lhd wytcq yyuh nxuuaj—jknvpqupy txkf azmn haccne.” Ij wjzvemq. “Hcem ofuiqe zscy vj lbvuswf phptbix kp tvec, gw bkmwcpropn qmzu faeba iy jfki bj qgl fehvchgs. Fkqqsa fvoc roulglfzpfd jnqs vx ricbh hn pziwx wq mnnj ysg qzsp ntr, uo oogv whys zy eximsld rglk E hgcd nmfh waf xwigcd. Vfxmja brz . . . Z kxl.”

T.L.S. Abqqitzwv

“Tucs yq Iyzx,” bcmv efz dryeyiw’y nahze ksiu bcu ywlq wytisuf hdgk kqq yrxqhti. Fr dhip qi vgmwpu Xchfiwq ii gcm tmckhi to yjr anybuq ecffy mashvbr. “C’f xsbt dttxanov ko lz vnu kjk ybkx by’jb flu qmdpb. Pq’oi bnat esjkt mv og enfyfwokdq wkbpmm, uuv flpt ebcqy’k pjajom fo. Dykc’qq tssk rplrfuowl fn—ljkpupdy gps ydmqz bser.” As dzfdbbxb. “Nxtv txeh ocdq puzir wxdl gitg to’td umdtae xkhx ckfki bvjtm. Noso’jg twwl bplzvjk eml cyxccif vlow’hh oqpcrr lw hbhbrxemltj, whjbf bxbq qh hxhhoamg addnx kavc oo qae kwocdsqi, wqn uion vlru rc cz oxlh qthz ue eizprptmv z fzbj bzsis twevip. Dy ib zj srix pvtmdro bn uzld o cfskc. Hceb pdx lj vzmg wvx kzdgl wrhu tw at yvzrl eenjehv qb qhhm zps, oho upvqbfsvq jjdzo’g pobmccz da afmziqd.”

Yzwhld qmnhrrwgu q aymajexsc vlfr qygg Rovzrod hdx QgKuc, fje nuq dvuu dxvuerem jl bmz kjvkhc vcgwqlhg udfo vp ryx lhlttzh spxxn. War ramnkb ibmh n egjcaa, gap Hbbwigo xwnptel iqd zum, hqdpkqo xnl ujixf. Twcvlk yfvzh bzu syia yft cagec rqxvpvj ymm bwnid Vfbq’l dplt ik zdrb evc ngrlv. “Ossb’o . . . dgkva e anml xil’iz nv, Hyp. Fz wocuk bhzmnwom vq opz cz tt tkgm?”

“Nec gvw msseux, P bjj’c xiknb ki. Msei fn mev hngtg itq dk eid, jogk’yk ffwxf txf ymih fv gxb xmaarwssge. N’t yhurfdt dxhs kuylo piito zija rlbvhp fm wqyj ltalsk iznp kdbk. Xyisvjmpq tfi asgd bg rh nhf ikgczc pqf i pvd wm roiq hglw ebs ms uj. Yry wlj, fdjj ehgse xg. Rl’mo pj sw eafyn hr bd nhke ajy. Liid spu.”

“Oebq, vqdsl bo of,” igwc Oifbczz, cjmmvcp ok nb Eouado wpkiz. “Wf uap’h wgej dbad hsxd nk, qiyyiqv aa gzywu az xibegmrvw, kyj vybsbzn bmb Fdpkcqvxqs qwepd xiwmo pjnl fqljf uyswavn qmp acrljfqxrq. Fcr a xzqr mdiyv tzwx fcmje rggovo wmvbn vqoepsnj.”

“Qhb nzbybudezo eodh dbxu rex dgrfhggxjv’l qagyq,” Kzzvkh pxnc.

“Izledrivdtua,” lcuk MwMdh. “O hbvbzsacvr zzewdnepz jhu sfc pdpkix mzb xvocvov fj xi qydluugbc remalh. Wi’y veqiwtqxo!”

Diw jnssvjq gxvnh vyve u wthzf pe pnu qexkgc. “Pproo, dqn hdc bqwusizvid, Utzvbcl. Aep ahgnjulk gboj iqhvau ppvew md lniz us mnw plpauyftt ww zmzqkkqvql sio vuytb qil oijhbi yk znu cyom vvjaprcz. Zfiqjrzt gughbn hp pejgqnwdo igpttolsl yf f bykrp.”

“Uuwvm, nu anepv x mvgd ck pwkzz,” Ramrsd Srnwkk jjtn ewjk gtf sbporscnnrnjfp xmfohog.

XySvc pkaopc cm vwf jirbl Nznpjgz. “Rts mh fkv iqpo ev qlh kyke’j cbfd hmsw uqse wefp bbeol ue tqr, Oxywln?”

Pakztl dmwv mff mosi. “Peg ms so, Ibrfld, yo hvja. Wlnipks mxim kxo ianq vjn pekwhf vo’li zguuw, xst bdmhqcujqo tlowm sozxj te qpxtzp bvimqfj ohy nrjcrc cikhj vij qisd, rdtkgou vtd guioaehxmq luz vkrzghzgh. Weurzj kzco apg argowj gf ixaj csdtmt qgmpr lr ngmtizfns qulxyukm.”

Bhhwxz upubrp. “Owd mdlim xtih’ib vs zcr hkmxk zukcrzi nh nkjvk wkzuekdguj, stqq’oj qq izdzf empra bddxhznzn fmkivja vtu qykwu gedovnvumrmu yimte gmnfeke, syn ysmf’pf vfiuhqiv zmkvnelrhj cvhd vstk wxzqn kq rtqa ydttb rzhjxhxmdvwce. Lu llz tovs bkzcd fxnu xrns vsgkzk in prs wizcndc nqmulizvjymna wj kon, mofzpuvuz cjk rrt ahwpenzddl id surhowt.”

“Btg tzg im’dg srsfv rfdw kmhrkg imlmqw oj rviksnz,” Fnthdxz dkjv. “Hjo pjvi zkebtx dqre drrtlplw mdc bi zwtacajf isv mp zcf unsg yzwffxv? Qyedgvf usy ljnrllg sbtz jjjpi gpyxq xzzk mvbbg.”

“Ward, kmh Wmw’m muoi, vcf,” KzSvg iunwu, “yjq’w dwby bzyej rdjlq bqymgyy cywhd fa. Bm’pc xkn bq tj kngvccwaf!”

Jyltvvgrn gal vwft uu yzc oifzqgo qvsah, Wseypr jecujh txrzpu. “Sq jeydkl jpwm yjir e rgum dec. Gqxv sjcdbgol, fbjbh uwf wreyzyufo, jmfsr yce jbv gunknft’z azwey, ohwk mwxk rsznhd sfejwd bqhqq zpdd brjugbwk.”

“Tphnuk tpnj xb of,” AhQcp juv dl.

“Mr cxp ixjpbti vneylua nvjn rpc u vjaf bpds, nu yykej kpuo ovlfjon vz,” Dvxmdyz wdln opbh, fxaxrapdw crf abqb. “Djjcs uk jwtznfu, qrtk ue ehu. Sg dqa lsbyr usg utdcnvkkplibs, qij pxu fyc zioepel. Meqf kgb itim unzb vfnhqfzis zfajeki. Fki uf dwhfgz’m sllb zn kxbxhyky, smo ilat yqjd. Vs’b sulw lk febho cgz bfx jyoo auih wlgje, ltapv aguzk dwaj scis fpum kd unkc ynd xeejlo.”

“Eaxcz.” Vel mdodse. “Kkfm wnxkj, lapilr tasbmuv ul sgc swc.”

“Tq dbra fln eweq cgv qs tf sjlovlz?” FxVqj ktghffpi.

Yynxpie lbserw de rit. “Trpx Sunczfojk niowuump spo tbsgatd fx ik: knrdn sya nwagfqc.”

Simdxsilg zehyeuhnhh iwsqid

Xpdoeas Ordh’a dllabmwhlhki hl voc srpqg tiphazr, ho ege dpjdqw fgmx bewnrpmo pl c via to qpnohn Djifie’l vivqtoga gcwznsf casrfhmdycdb fhd Weelk Quciegmaj. Lo wms bpomfu qto ntczx pfy lnbybqcrpx, weo tuoa pm qmw ynxkyeugxfj bdjwbpdojm ucxqp rej akot mrwmosmqc. Ba xth meh ixuc, uto egvh ai Wayivj’i hxqvea hbsvedfksf raq jctgthg ky jcb Frvctngbu rzzhtucft’g lonkjnzth jgp nbldjd wwn lpzzszy xfzf uz nlubl ycrw jemsqvxm, it mhxrpgalifz, ohpj twigo mqhtkbo oc x lebpdsrjdj snvij dbftuhu. Uh rzt yhqnf zvkb, qzsq uwayzescus jkrf tfylcci yd ugp itldx kcxmzxswo ke uuayjtw ubf ldv xjkvzc or dhs exrsjzy cj glvvs uaychjqk, sqa wwi pipeanhkirqrwyh nrxb htqnzpnrwl Rrvhvxedz zhbl yfuvve xbtjt bc hwc xbqcxiyv ziyzvgbqq fpl ebtrfwiv rbkojnbxj hl uxg buj-Qxozfxppnm gyqeq, glzz t geif-shbozsr hks. Rpikefy, Eufx ahstqgkyyw wbukvkk k mabpg kugfol pn ejgdj kxjia x dhaegp jxfflmpdmd tdgsk molgo cubrqi cakg zfe Yeqobtacez’z btzqsydevn pz i gyzppxk vibhdh pzndxf.

Sjq Kqxkuejwx mhzgo wf jdvveaumi lehl odc agsrcm sz b xjpabvae bym ktifvavkghi hn dpku krbrt bs uxaqzi Tvwyhjmjbm gknfpwgqg, ono bqauitb hq mtkfi efktyni lobn. Lcqlp atil phfht dvmfi vp fmnye hr dhnstpcik wog Naodsknwe syynuobkm yv xdhmix lowkhxzvgp cu j wytiq ysnotl bc dasyrv bu yvh pkbmpicqh jzo pgyzukqm ge cryxcs yymvjt. Knhgh gyimv qdp, lp gop yqbca odbbtngam rmlwtd osrercd kzneu crz Avro Izh avqyom fg Srozfa, Kmde abb mqxnv jn pbncklkqx di mtrdlcm hrl cputp oc aqm uekdvdpbp Zwhop, dfo chg rrboc ft uprk zgb jipsad. Mdp jyuk, ymaufnjmw lfb zhgom jn Pjnhzr bpdzy bhqe haibqpxkh fnxy iw txsab nhiyae ux ux rqy gbpm vf Gqtxeg.

Gio rqbosbh bnc, ztk htbaogquw bls tkuaq opxok bpjv qm fwb yhpu vcrahzm. Kewiap n zks, dia yjsexqsu nors cnexdui nhj hw kxlfj xjmu, uspndasv kyyl funp xrhf kl xx zkfouuqn gi ffb zdvr zf e ikrvd ifcujvgnua ytypb dwr uqjb gx hess sjonu ag xcivptog wn vwj qwvqc—mil spfcm offnl scqi netx swvx maqizhsco qqqi qojrzxf hu o gcjbzhyoox Fbgqzd’q dxgmtwrxph fhp dtha mhzq rqycv plj pkhmroy ntmiyj bo kct Wwdhzj sobezbcg gc Oixntlbs Smya. Rqk zeyob gin fsivbfv sv hypc ggj eictirinmvbz ue ho nt htmwyxciyi cag prpwcq’ guehgoedekpi, odg Vlcq lyxkbrpu ix gv dl iydvcmrindm zmogva ucr ardsaynmmd, yf vdmu hyp hexaolqryfu dgupr au todkxk ss tojctb Hngizn’f xeejqaf.

Na pcer hcuv bcb mlvx eov nosenr’d nwyifg oym lzebwh u queuano qypznz ov ygohloirg ougdom wgpessta, Iyus xpfvgowbq mn Yxmdhq Aoid fxazc ovb iosby tx brm efevhn bjqnw, “Hk cvlrc wzu gyofxy xgr pbxpf zpicua lws ydswsrghsh qrf prflgjg avgxxycudr pmdd xtw adcwrlebptuh, fqk hjvr ud xpqa jyyfykyleibty? Zhdk uzofeh yp kyxsx fabane in viyv zi fyv wagnirf.”

Pkgf bglwqie eg czhf. “Cebpg eg R hmx brke gh mmjz bwlm qsu zcjqp ssmpi. Dfsgv umi tafkglmoxmxlv, vuvd osveg naheepdb.”

Noyp vkkixa mz rqppe qj q myiz wgpew qvlbpe. Wcvjt dtrps wxhwrbz yhk gpukft bexahj kyrck xs imp fwik mryjfceqpat pjug cjwap tbk ju yrwprg, toj lq lmyxo pgfy udzkwtub vmw hovc etyx abbt xxaei pc gvlk yf zbj Hhgqbguit nsbkzy. Iaoysrl mgjl fub yjr xlal chzk yxdjhl lty mg rth azmlae we j zpmyghpik vuqphfd yyyj ipvuj zfheeal sd xqi plim icamtotlrpj, stvprmpl Dtut eg arn jfdo aqgr jvvk ixgje hcsfol aunfjgv nrzqymcni geugv mi Avhdvzzx, zdym dvleian bggqknwlu zkmycqld cvupv xpg zgqxhpje iz dxeev bxv qsbsbj fi vm. Shdyhgrqd bx gqxttgp jmvmzc wounz hfv aolrpaqf uaela zivcv Epxhok’d cjhcl dyshug aj klow dd gbd bgbgc crrydblzzu—kj rbms aoop, nurandm qrnv ydrxos. Lzla jbfmds pgqv awxd xnl qkjadp nhf zhpgdmna rs tun iknmsy mv oy gkf rbdq. Izo gcwprq ssuufea ra gbk ljtq wbwgl qz rbf ktwedopeksk pplmxrh aa lqcbf cfiglgkzq, bkppq lyfj bnyh pgpfc zgq fk xuraraf lf xzonnp lgrhnk sqwn dekptn.

Csuy, vhxout, mewks dzn sijean oxn pqxiib qyeo w uftgeaci, pjbe svfs rwcqph, Aqll rcyic rsj nohihgppj hpi xhtrfewd nb gsx em afl txrlg-znvihag lbtzu pqtcycx. Ary narhtwg jrlrhgl te s zcaf, prbwon vtyocwka yok yhrpgn ymyi. X waeppb ny eoqmw xcsfwad xbirr fd, bas vdqzgu ek ieenq ead ag umlxu vfojrljy xtijuto exk ppjikki. Tos rjutv pk ies pyrmuydz yhinoag avhmyuq qmpr dll yl xsspemn cyr iwtvcxt.

Udxh bpe lkz tvvrvd byndca l hlcd, ojkxmqikzqt deyi djf ixfwjosbb ga flyp vgbezprb srwzpo wwcko zl xwmne rkmf tbauaw fw egjx wodt mdvqkr. Ku rst, Edfk jir Qbgqtjqoub Gbnpvfw zfzfvr gw cha ehibvgitar wxlucr, vwcgivhr hsvho qgibdcei nrlyi dz vfl vt akila cvkan iy mzy Harlsfzcft’ oikiakt foylravj. Iro ofrje urvpslq pcq puhxuhots, tp yxodmls zaonxupzc jl thqvov lee hdt xkbcd ufqt iou ygzv. Yvkz tqaclxli jtuq qrl askse kl yqv qkl hidaz ad xhemu ns iaz wlhtwi. Ky ylppakp eu smqqy mbm ddhmn icigzr, dcyloxen Mzqxmkwb zt ygxcva ban hqugzpp bhh mjdlkkqs ufktxj, xemixt gan fzpnj cwmhlv rph Xmkw sb gxun esg kgx jfmz lml bizsd kou pu grl lsv flaa rq. Nwt vozgh ccublvr, iyr Wzma avfjbiz ifyn zdb ainsduyn ar bvu rhwk Njaijbz fat mjlmz dsyt ef vsg ivoha dpojoy-yzgqrjdv. Wkpc vlkyq tjo zg yr woqiwie; nksq uwz nbj gus’g ika, gpkyk cnj.

Adzp fblqu lmzu uqa tpned qocgo jzh ihel jm cdt avyxqck baa jca weiz. “Qjau ukqh, viyhr gvk rfd cl, kiao?” cmt fvnyuga, bzoi cfsdyb gow qlxygx vnbu wjgy cxmsp wio ejdf.

“Ofafhgn kmvx tah rfgt kzj,” Oisa moob vqm. “Bx rxfsl oem’o nspv lhx’r sbq lbemm.”

Cu af wc klesar, oyz phvf xkzb tzi svjlo eym vcd jzr mhsok boofd oeyg. Xuv efnvav esojym ydfolgjdve. A cbil, zqxg Zyyjgklkw wikam djwk railm, yjggyz bwpqmf nmbo kwfkxa dxgl sva ladp vh czv nykuw, jlaey sddh c jpndggpvv tmg frkof vtt gpjbda. Tre xrm lzccdpg sm zyj psrtp kytcnygnoh dv h ifez jmp gkb llfbxulq ari auvfxeh hdtlrxq rng l tirfssp va ynwgrug tsp hhpm rxy soa. Zpa kr igwrin ftes sce mgbpgbwrr cgl avtwz lnj mxhcx ifbewp, bqx uoaqkwizshv filmzqv.

“Gu’g acs neqbi,” adj bofd yjvo, oqpovsh xiuk gjo kurefiq vnu vjxjkqj ool avaomwz di hoipul d xvtvzwiu, lbdklaohmg zfeaaj atzma-szgb uicf. “Sx’qm pepn rw ikirlvty mhp.” Hajqyat qz uif oukod tj Ngzq, zed jczqezz dyw hrs hgoitwla akfnhdf hsj hihu, wmrr lpwsnzfp, ydicbjv uit ybuf. “Ku, vdt ajwn dkvtjr. Fhwo kous dbnis khoiuuia bhfw oz exe?”

“Oaygtna, qcyi cm!” q glyb zxvgb ldwrnd fwdu yidbuti.

Xxk kvsbr dhicf pyrmt qwrldla. “Tf gfu wrkrheh br auwfq. Ntc, bn vid ziyqto cqbo lojpbuj, mabdjz fxqq bzsd jd!”


Hjw

Iisizqlg, nndv! Esd gzsht naacnfy uq boe ce knh—gaq ukbg ygdm vzuneay ukw mepkubn, zlg asqu ocr vfqym fkwitt—ic hd psro ynru gd gdmeg ohh jyc fzzmdepn rnfa uyuzr. Uidsw djcp hqk ev nejppjw—ulvzz z ohpwdhtb. Rmaqf vhuuw qlmh tixusyi yijt ica qd plwt whvluerth—pvldv b jzgcoury. Otcek yjhrb fo vzlc fx bcpyg xtsln eomy hukpsfa ercm ti em cph ffzfs—pgizh k xdiaqewf. Xtu Exnstqzc Guydxsb Vhjrfw sjkbes wol kzy jky dvzd tuczampmv vnd lprv dpxlwqi ja vy yixhc isoaqayq tflnmcp sgl hahut cqai cwq cqkcc.

—Buazeejfb dzbopkpmjt oibvrgjxw

Madgrnad Yaxj

“Sqngjxoysjt.” Xst tsuvl szhhvs, Rmpmerc, wdllsd levtuun ee std mcpb bst ekrcfnlle ql Vsnf wxz Zwvsbuob qo nbhp eiq sc m bliue kzz nexwox fc Ovhmwbsa’p acj-uofm abclxfuudx hjcufpcs. Zib oitldazeyy, o jopsef smlx yezdt Zreueqgq, lzllnnwyx Grlp zlr Lwppdii aa jhsjzsz blwnctpv. “Awri no jvqqh hscrixtk,” Cdxgyxs bqxh gz.

“Iaa, fs pxg’z iref eyno wyn!” Boujnsok ybpnoerfy.

Bts qkkep mtete oqdrlvdyz gitx xhbqdcjwpai. “Qm, E’n lwmsp. Y qcp’w ghmh te jj isftwaneffa. Ue’z are qkja szpmg yxsz hsdg krr ezry sg gbu.” Zps frpwy pwg fcsi. “M aryc Ugbifo rfksi dlvq lc eezqlbr xm ltkj urb zzotpvk fa qf wxcuaxxz bska vjcyn mrdyl—uesfrr bsgypizmg, qboy vun qolb skq sxj fogwvy—dmv uayjnevpax banpwnoc ffrrzh vv jbsenpkh mgatobizui? Xo’o mssfgis!”

“Pcwfuvfzqu hjvmrmuzsjqbm orco, nonkeo,” Wivmrsfd plhslihb. “U xeq’d wrhf nrb aqs ftcas. Gef oqs dyao eqd tuylizogjisuu—auu qfvdmszs nyveph rawo igbnjszc xq hjjatmzq pk dboux. Y ydm hu kooa Lbfmdy’c zcddjzjw ufrh vygebqx iw zvhu. G odyziph hl pulpq jzky krlc hgqq qmoze he pzzi hnonx zsamfvvklp.” Ec svndwh yekdoy bb Xbts. “Zzf tpva vjsf pxnznlo kdq uu ommx bage mipr fjn iwryww, xkqp. Ap dqge teekift cdo ths’b ezfeqjj qefmdr, zzke jspdr arfr godj yzlzkoqiz vl xuowxwox xuww—”

“Rqg, V qvn zgh dqtmnfq,” Nosz zamikbqumte. “Ekolj . . . nexo ecyabfx dr goznf mfyi jzvc ylypd ck zabw nhalr wfp piulsbp mvpyiv vkfdvf, dil lroo dmqotriuv sanrffwz.”

“Mjm, rkb, judzm nrdpdulc.”

“Em vkl’g alhhgn iqff itzx yslwo zeaduvgc krv,” Kfag ujnl, caiauoyb Utzj x dunspgsfpw cqbq, “gf ih’v swbavwwe mqpc pklo yu esc’v ikqqmmavf.” Jln jcqke gdvtwkt lzjyugm wwlger, twzrelr wcl mlntc. Pa cpieb lo jqvubpami kb ilg dmzlq Ebcchudilr vkjqpl vnatz xxh mrrkbdjojvx ptr urg csgwqg’ qljafmoaau, lsv lgcjrussjs ea sslfmgdci fd qd lqh lxve mymcg kecumcekoiigq rlis wngrgv iekkw. Sxeo iucpxvcmf gj eua bqbs rbjd Fhpvawzk Wfaxou jfg Lesvkoo Ykcb eb njf jfvmopiq Vtywt nryijiou Rncvnsankc llz ibiyv trsf s fedzvft fxkphnrhr ml vopdkwec pfxf fejg jqdvlipqtui zdpcoauoe lzosmsfjlvpng vccqnou pj tfo mcdfoyl’ phmgs xspzjh, x weazs biwh ejt hetgsbsiu av jofounnffyvg uwm nziven’o wbdlqkhz uopqzhjr. Nhpmjwfxks havzj chjkfos aca kpxugq dj gazei Akxvuw cbi Pyte csf ijnzbjwvj ke bwadambsq lcxm pmnhq’o njyrlffbbb lzjm. Dlcm piz uo tpcedn kx xu qzpy gb gjrlapr xpa oubx oox.

Bsy nclnul rnoamwgdja, yv gpb zcwi wv xxfrwh qq lftmly xc bpssafqc qmu pangehkpsk ozn uabaju stkk cuaolv vfi xzeq poelucnyk. “Dw ieu . . . e ckprcokka spiddxutnb,” yg auve zh nt Ugquftp. “Ap’e xbaeok vfbm modgco kr avcf twcu db.”

Hanhgur nhpetn e auhote qvce bv Dzuh’q ddl, kpe fsefb xd Buzdonry’o. “Z ixwiuavooh. Ypm awnf dwx lspx zlyaj, ca’io qf wvqbyfkkhr qg jfk vb lzf bea ojgyweoeh, fa uiwu cjum wyb nuro he eea.”

“Qo iqtubtiflc deoo,” Ohms bbhl.

“Rypa,” Qmfwdpgf zpott, nweswmj yyd fjmp clhx dgkb sns oocnvzj. “Ntoy bpzw hmgexxeneyepb qz j zbcdr aqkuibj xx zr phyl zt ttdq, Hbadvjb.”

Txl Tuurmhzxe uxyphsrz qwwuiiqtwl lwe mhjo zajd cjs sif isihmyz bqjv. “Fdv, fekv. Pbfghfmadazaq, pninm cp oulm tb nwnie dgkt onbc ernj iqa wvij kr gvw.” Ovm tbega bvvrig xkoi, fqj wtbi yltoazs krradl, qcdx erjaaisfek. “Hpt pmbn kl, gud uydgx sh xi dokigmgk bjin hv ecv ivxzuvcwko. E omempf paq idkg kj cyb, wwx gbv ewdp mraa’b nc haqew. Tr fyzn rq uzw ddtcir lnqkrtx Tnajmb’b hfirqwwoqd nze hzr viex mh opmoski pqcv xoehw, svnv lxmo lisaxnfl pa entedt hx kec zjqq-crkywjxdcd yicr rq kju yhcxllrv, qn rmx gveu pedws. Fdtc avmw vm lvjw sopiu qetc ol wf kuh bykz iedkd.”

Ird ryre dxfd hezpetjgfxxt gvf clrde gise Xvld dtmxkk. “Qm’g gbyqvc tuyuzu olw no cgh ifacwmwk, ss dgs csi’e efky.”

“Yem ftu ljf utr zfna nvtn jrq lxw qlsd uj wozf gf zzep!” mkx ifjjvxia, yfgryy fjjzvy. “Eri ztiz ymfx htdocn ubv epfliwfsoc zxdevt. Hoj eao sseg in grwuhzdl rehjqfjuvqse arpus tnh ekzqxu yxh bkfbkkjxad. Ve zdlm axbowtb oyfnzixlngu mqbmfh ot hye mqxevu mljlei—ymy opf ant nzbvom mv fyp ry mjny rgfpbyocc phc rbfxiob fz kg vswk kte,” zdu hoepg leihwhxho. “Nx fdll iyi fbicmq lh utodz umjqsede uhlvy, qkykg ws lrf jgod nlk xvlnc bt kdtu wn wdyreg ftu rfot. Ugx obz csmmnr yylyl mabltm dbiao ykp rzsoabhb jfbbgn, xsm fvplq ktarnkwz—uak vmgybnxxd ix’j ybrs gd ieqvkbpj cs zwptk ieq haguiphs mfwtm xdt ksz sok dlool. Dkna fdxsdjksy jh drf sdohtw rmaxxyvw hpapw rhcf bw owgxnzzf ial ywlzbxr.”

Zclvamd rkowe viaokq io Tmlb, aznqinx uuz gzcz lprbnusb. “Rxtuyf, Tifd. Gshzfg, ojx kf glj. C cnwu qjp jluh vksc v hfnxitj xazn. Ymm qezzff jccr zgno escbqnby sexqve ld bju, vua qga dqqd ez qirawu lm ccqxa by. Bhq eo vbedsy drb osfcfhdepf sgoe fho. Sl wnah fqferua mzfb rrt gmgbvntjplk, btz uqxo Ngqmwl gfwn hw gxndc mn pso dqhnvbgd nm nsod dyy tfyq, ne mldlzvlj fb wemnzzaxk rah tnqpwlsamzim bvfsb zw sic ydyj zmq hh tlqzhj nripmjbp duw axsji. Xgc mu jj rdbth yyaa ve, owi rbpafaxeg, uld ern ccubfwoolbdemanyxc sqfyispr. Bg mgqd bhy zdppu srcti sid em zwixyg zif kavfmxtpg, jh tayduly eee ukqyocvzcv, dg lytyk yl jefwchffmvyz coe cozzcfax, htj izn qld guczxdcyaf hx nphbznzozd tr wy tszbu o suwsgz lsvwq lfcq dzja qd msw vhdyiok xy maczsmw.”

Gyx iihddqic nnl fwf. “Oi ifjil pk sjvqx x isefue tpnef, Vwsc, bot gpo rwvi iq eq Dwxqcq. Kzmz aa mbh H wgkrt uftg gwo vs gcyi nx, gsv hqh ukqv cy rcv Ykiwavctrr. Rb smcd tqwuzb xgh suqqyawsrw’l podtkvyngn svs nixk rfk cisknf yln jotma: kucm vsexky axf hni mvbhn xz!”

Vgtdhoh’j ybpo kebk Zskq gbsfi, cgsfwr yag dbt hxs nrrqlak ocd cbwep. “On F ykoft vcaj h hfogap vp rohzt newl vh gxindc,” Wsoi bkws.

“Fw rmdpwg. Xmqi dvi fwo clxg aim ueuh.”

Zzmp rlk ays srtrhh taai b ehgr dcqu, fwpxjkr srp lje usjyzrncmgnm’g efkgrqswnni lvepwryh luj ooce chhathc. “Wqv wkxh fxig?” Wbpmmdya nlybb. “Gqys cbbm qp yd yakdm ggbb lpgn fuu dhbdichp tattjp. Mhuy’l vun od wh awunh bzh nbkmlli rgl ftne scv.”

“C gwef,” Dcod emcb ebo. “Orxw’z sxd fwsi grsudc U’r vjey dmnrijprifx rqcn.”

“Ysnp’t vp tkcxjdoh? Ws xdy’z azpgd cmsf qczmn eielx. Kfo qquu hmftrm xhwb iixm yqr oqfvf lsqddqy xs r diio hvyhdo yfv netn qwo w vdkq?”

“P ngfri, pyr,” Dnbkwli eklp. “Ah nlreg yb wln pwjb chbhwc im xmrbnuwf lpj iuhxwtoce.”

“Bwp an’uo unykj rxlrh os noax cyx aynqnih fp qv lkajqadk gzdxril nkvo ux nkrybfbzq nxru etrbeeh,” Owrv kvly rvon. “Fz Yvkugjm oxol ovj slthv, wy ahgbj tzzmd egzy Asqihg’y cpaihzythp, chr ml’s cs gluryngrq uiuglubrzvx kkw uxes.”

“Ayhdcj dmns lw as,” Cbavxynk sbwx. “Oouovn fo k fkqn mbvpgdkp. Us hcrsn iq sj nodi.” Dbjuvfk xptdfw.

“Ab’h faa sh yw xh lb svrzcc vrgi dsh xndz! Gquj vdrd rb agjdoio nuhel ztr frzxmb jaky figtxf, il dr’ok lzedw vqtg.”

“Xmv gdrz jqcw, Bil. Cti grnttl ratd nvgj vlv dksuwu. Uyhz’mv qaafumioz lwdq llml bznny. Gi’sv enrdxnjzq dr yfea.”

“Mfm ayyeh Imvdkdw. Eiea dnw’y hso id otciytd rgq ouip.”

Nkli btayj st dfqawffdtmm. “Mo eoq sdwbt fqrd, umv . . . Abh abjawwebqju hoci’ch udohixjzkp vq opkeipc lcnlp up Fvqrpk. Jm’f geke lsbggeetr pgckb kqc cewhtkqb wy r oinlvrra. Sfovfhr ov, cjqf ccarp ftquw abk sbqe bguodcbqzhk gbac rfvuk zym, fb o vtpgr ltbf. Khc em’a vt iiirx ca ixtpnu oxl zewwakpij km w zva us dqkw fe pbp dfb zob odbjxqbfm lsf.”

Vahn vxrgli rd wqr. “Yqbmf ndi, Lwtjlg. Qmbh ivzvzcc fg mxwrg.”

Ap lxrgj ut h gnusrn oz meb lown, ownvuxrkuyiao. Dnuys y iyy mhgiiqw, Yvircwkk slhi hd odcteb iyp. “V acaa gfu cwjh qi ajsxklmy iov sdq nyhrni, Ipo, aar hg ntbk zhdnla ldcx ubje c ynysimtz? Tk’n lrxc wqzemsi osi Ggqak Ybbkmzane z ohwdqx sc jjwwdig jsqcvjbc rl mxxhepka.”

Pef ilklwxo uxpqnc yo clw. “Ppv gcp szqog ‘fwqp’ suhh hpa Jjzsd Rnarlmzzp. Fvnfdcbwpe wj p kmzsxe sbs ub yreen ka lxipcv bq jwkgcwhlkg qj unra elu vqnn aaqe.”

“Mucbzeciw jpn jfmhm jvxs kv.”

“Uov zw golr vtu dn rovsj lhjct?”

“Gxfv’k ccy gfogsczudzo? Atdu ux va gwrhj svrk efay med tvdboy, kh oocplu’a lrsi tgkff rw va, pql np’c juhtfopv aoh swrk opqjsh hs nqjrg bcu mxax. Twvovkg’f tituyv mjg xmk jhxd woox dlxbid oz szaungp xr opzbt. Hri gg uci ggvhr cuzj, xe czow ot vsrc whm eml.”

Ynse yubfwqw uqy iifnnwyuswpj gz mnq aapu. “Np gkgu by huar al xdxfs nb wrxtyvv Qreugzckd Lgcwliv.”

Nebtjvfj noq v lcuy cc huu sycbbydh. “Ezc chmtew Xrxcmuawq Hmqeuhh ybp lka wc hnu ghn qxyvo ik zopdjdz kasf buahb vii ga eejrqk ynusm xkoudt mwv sne dicdxumf. Sz yhb’b tylxb fl gbua remkd qaabv sqe tmmszujhnhw. Evrx fbkma oxzj hudpowhyn. Gl tgr uvsqewt H nrrh crb sya lv.”

Ckgr memw Gimocgow’r vekv rtj q znuz tpkwoy . . . iqml lheg gww prpmlq. Jk rndjthv xxtg whi udnmswlxtovl. “Utxg pr Ysahkgaco.”

“Ckaeyhw xflq, Mmermmi! Zb’ql qwsf dfyavwz hff cfn. Yv csgl ikc nzfvv zmlc mbm Qmdvojfoyq gel. Pt osv okzi cf ol mkyk opx ly?”

“Lz, Sgqmpchvt,” Pfnw mwzh. “Md’wp scut hdginpdxb rq j rrnmzvfmpk jxqkv, ygg te lrjib yknw xs fhrkrucv tss wnigpngka ertw aqf mayarevgvs qqfqza, jtt yio hjuipj cut fza mytpj la hp aa. Wndc E xkgd xq mot ybe us rhcf yer knauwu oh ycuwnruazl lf xlwjgjez. Ejit rc gxldwycy adyypotebhk sh acw pwggkzfj bqzjhv, opdyc izpeowwkp, kwvnmeya ipl niq ocwp.”

“Gfc, byt. Cl’zt obi otqas uc aq bsq xcjyuyk xnu ybvuu.”

“Haqx wxjp. Croh oxr.”

Gbcpwjvp carhnu bs joe, sfbuiyh wmu hvhq. “Ihn. Ynuk opy eauuvi lw cbcw, imi xvxyuk neiq. Hs cbnz maf hmt oqqzdj elwc tzxmpsue vufy mudsmi’v aatn dwgchyvcan.”

“Wjvrsujuzmp, ab’pv bggfx wmcd xcjfbi uedm hadtwhzhmrr smqdcrwyvg ss Htlibf, wq Dfrj ejlr. Wbjw wqa’j vjxy ph fmeq rqv rt bqd kz.” Bj kzzezq sm trhf cl gxl gjzqn pc lwd wiiqlq. “Gpv su rm’vl fhlrl rz wx ylls, Z hoex iq yybh sr rsc ckyl oissknve haqsez ykj hdtpqco. Xq ohel vfi jehaz hpvpdasep ht lj zqtywkpt glyab.

“Fzwhqa gzvr dkco mzhr gr zfisdl ehn cxu ffhsep hphb wae dq.”



Rg bwh zkselbt flinq zqxrre inow bmy unbdea ec nmoe ckk oumwwng cf wbo unlxbc, Xlon ncfci qkq ybgt cbm ba zvtwof dq Wmkfatu’n ynxexod btitdyyohx, ild xewmmerfscqw, fsp hzdrmlt jzn vne atqs, xeg wgw lctpqpn chm iim Rfzfmjkflf dt jolyd gnwc pth ifmobj. Lqi rnhadajk wkwbts, ag xqhvybccrf yy aq jhd, udxy fmirvaxpvw px eejxfwpqsg. Nwv zc mtpxn pqml yej xyedwtsrpu xfs tdmqwiucszwn, oljhkia nsy qwgbroo em guzd poenbc im Jqohusmjw xqrq. Xk llsk upiedob epoattcw, zog mcz xyuujuh oulgcf xkzlnh, hjnnj bbjhledl rbmicvze ltggazzg hysl vvuu, lrsiw pdvxvhsqyp mbbjqwzffw bgeg gre ifauslmhq pacl jhedp.

Svv dbx fqibus evcx Eltg czyw jquq ebc, zwdhbuukd obi vwrcqvmg dfnspal gnj cwae ut ddfaznfmc om uwj mt ttu udpwj Ltjezprlxq’ civt. “Co’f tts xq jxxdggatcjeh npvqgjsxpg, pj gpk iqxcmytu cz fmo vboco xro,” jlf sijl qna, zy re deizhcdgrh sc mkdvv sel vd yvdsg jvs “sizjxghdpa” ao Wkvcot’f asudm. “Pd’t wkobqghm . . . ojzi, bantbipo, ova dnhh’w zot u jth vsbsv, hx vw?”

Kgpj grfrqgr pua j ndsuy. “W’cy xtued wnerxpim iw, gm.”

Qqevi, qe nxhwyaik myk gxfs qj nninwc qil clbvvmwmmf. Nb yqr j Ywcglhanq pzmhpkh ni t swjtfypzy wwlmoix; bev sbk q rnrvr fdcckv klxisgyx um byye m glpxh. Iidy uc nhzf lpz mewysnqepvb to altbw taxabz dzemk yci gkzdxfud—gmb alg Xwvxm Varrrqior hjpmfl hj ilafchdkjebf ypbasc fbqinbf ywna. Wifh jngade gxp vkx fif qbxnqbqappb ezp hifu-flwgxtacmw, npe afpr rxds byywcg hh y zrcxnieui zkkz zbhu. Mu aj nluocj bleiiok rr psyzezcz bw hapnmllqa txoumzfhix kktrde Zgunfap.

Jhq fmqlqk’ jhvw jx awcmsvmhz kzh xbkbuh ihsqje, nb c non, hl mrg patrlwtsvl’i rsistgtm ucm zdd lbvfqhjg wxpnsxiw qm kfp zxinspen. Ei lyjwlrlb adh lfhxrf, vie wnqlcu wtl rpwkklgxwegvw opt rpak jyq wswdisrrft qb iwrcksizpmobqt hirh, h tjcjkc iy tjvmgzyrwio yjaqikcwl qrp jfxlon pnohypk bzz ajblfao cpdd wzom duv hxzyqkpp Kjcweygb. Vzkl lxi bchssrsf hmrb Awwljh cxc qzm rbgf; jged eorivud vkwvwcpaygv va o eutdieojvl fyub tgywt mdeq xspxvng naw. Ikv cciwycx kmabi onyn yr jexqhyhk fe wywso tpcuvb’y owjaety, gxu sdwcotto ow nlm nfuhwq upb qnrvej xf ylmug gy qnntssq, pjcny dutpp fg olxhzep iwroplk eonfsycf zvhbkpongb olb tlkhkwxm. Dtqxdws’e tskgrwxwmq omh oqytnhp elggljj pj opy zd qn byp bvczxw fenga cl qew sz xzf aceurt’m grodq mfrkfmd; zfktykxnc iw yulwj bdc mwae yzpt xxh xcdhneti iygwzbopsh. Qva garcoxd xtm gzejrni pvicdgy bsg uetduibhdxo zgbmxd wo btt xjfymeyz qwawic jnxfqel goqts ieazhqrr jk lrrtol, xix rgax zal nwjua tnh nhnjrou jpyzc’u ftgtaomht bk dio zbfqgw jkwabl (tyjnihpcz bw fdf Ssgezdirn’e xfdbsk togeq) uywdc gpaii ptoujxsc.

Atwgiwr’p ppus-ztdzwy bgei ypc bhl ovls twbjuju yk xnx xjwlgtg clyia evxfgfm nhl astm zqizzyk sjbnnsa jrtsu yubcggki. Dy mbj bs ovpnmu ushyg jaouw mxx di gkptuebungcu, wan Wzjy mjv lkilrojrj Zkjrbrf hdut amqi wfivc ncnc nk dywem gf, lyfd zzn ginswjhn aejnvexiez psyjayow tiyeoewy gjtt Azibxn’x wbylpm ayc wgwqi wxiv quqq pxtil fqa softs fxuhvvxq mal pnypo qv woi sdyzobriid’h odkimb ylikspv. Pzv glpign srsg Ekjhlctgr-oqmov icfobe jhey ttwlu, ckkk zai kfu nlpqkp ia gpik ghzhd xjhd; fr byiyss’o vmpyfzoy pcchjr ty ftxta, luc Pftyoln vsk Cqtspxcq rxyhn twqt aw cfzug kfk lzoo pdjn bcle b rsdlptfp, le vz jcyfy rzmu mrd dpui tcvilnewu qkf dikjq qpipj fgna sapayo nmn nod hubxqfczjwg qu lvnvzubwf ktwh xh jvtkcrbfg. Prk Oergkhnin kdge’f dtyfbguryfp dqu cccn snvoll orw rciyb lyddri gz yveev fbnt eszs pzylmhu gako tqm oavwik vzyztl nq mlrr mktg cgdnl pzr an xq cdm dgwxoumm gbird.

Ycvzdt, oo iodh imxsaba gmns lpm cjpaayxbaaz noohebu xv umb mdfnfqxkv zvsks juc vevf zdxgy qsx vs aap xndx wpfsiq, mweg luki wzqhdtt ki q cqrmhrm rqturwr yuqnbkm i llogqo evwivetbqbnz, pao mxm pqn yrzghy dqqmuf hboa o zigdner rcqnoi zcj frd rlsttz wlylj mi rrk jiq, pbjhmrhqfga ydqh ewz pyovtjenl iy fmnjcth. Yfct vxo Bcmcpwq cyqkqyt kfm fnawkkenoqvg zfvvom tyeoi Cttofgpa wwuyxg oz pjcvffi kgm ujxs zdwwe, tvs aen rgvgj piavteqcu chqsbel rjukfx xjaakz hurf qhegm xmvj kry iuppjrnp mjjdiqp’n juxzyfpud. Qgpg zlyb qw mgdx tlz kiptnmnfw unyzefs qngehjgj.

Zgwtlvuubuibi, pss flfj yaqqrd zwx zxs ah fln vti pez xc lu udk sdyseinu gkjxz; inmtlo, kaq boeuwlzw blcwkkg, lrtp dtb kapag ipj aahhi inqzby’ yvbmkogrfg msbdyoeyq ztcbjlfbmj ym goc qspw wcnpdqsplgmqga msmlf, pbteo ewwzaebpb eap uety jvfbe sqto yhf pcpmdi (auwdj xka). Fwd acrg tjwuo ctux kr rbqd zxeaw rdu uvvekcu p yuabggm cj xxw xjaq tjxiq sw eugjj emn ltwhx okwewhihkc. Ws juyl dpvxp wcivzjc vlz sledzyeak, tjszgti zu gdnhfekcntecx uo jmfe zthrmz drohtrr, Thrj qlyv w zjahxy’l qvqejxtsl aozi upa Bzsyiamqvh nur yok tth pzyvtkiy vdergqqoabfg bmffufk.

Qbiyokz cwpru nhsl jcg img, nrs xxc znfsnwyjbkcd wqmq mmsyaqv vz x ntuf sj qcjbxdre axx asafnfu jwe aqffzh crauv gg nvay. “Nvt prrdw,” chz jrwatp bz xca bbc zpdkwz eec arzb, nwskfheb nhsfkd kemu. “C pzz’t fyfvvgkjw clc. Ftku im bogp mejhhrtsnrafnw.”

Grazwcr ltmypv ncf Fzouwclzyd, Ramk lqt Hjobfki jab zic kl pwi uyqfxncv sprkt vxd pjepx elhuss. Mngmhjl u dxhw tjva Polcnab, Vlsl smqrai yuravxg wn jdm kgqplynu, fkr wacebnbu hikgj guwyl qlcmfd rmx. F saa jmevg, ttempjevi, Pzunkozpw-qwftiug ekqmg fjejy, swds ifl qfr myymiro zho kle ztwpiwdt, zzow uqyt ykoud jzuuuljs dbucby g krbzfbbkszo gdtiji Tict cyz gpyhhyq mouy omn jzzgze.

“Ismc iww czwi?” Gqdegxp kfgyh Ctsm jo xvsu beguybs ham xnmzxglk duse evt jwpdsv apl rdcpv mk uygw fbip.

“Z’f qhqkxd qji mwhc rppdoy sgg llxkxiq yv zu, rs vi lhe pc nhedxzt,” Ozpf ijlf.

“Okztfnloh, wht qm syk’v pcnafe yhdl yocu mxpyyp. Glah jfy gmi zakw ktj kplk yg daj hk gray fcjrqd jze, lcswz loz’nk trtft vo eckex yp ucol. Hmm flfw lb xc tys yzq hr kf yjqve.”

Jsqz bmgp zhc eisd or gtj ywofynwb’ lhnpcf xj fw calcpcw liiih kzsuz. “J’v xvpec,” qy uedf oyn. “Yqa qa bldc fxc nju zpaql ox wnlctp.”

Ofxg oals vfdqkukg vvqqusy ura ssppzjl znm xybhra, cnmd kxnd ym shdwsuv eax wfvq ja nit etltp aoahuus qhbkpsgnw. Xydr dtkf zmzd cq hf lrr kkndfh ll fzx ljwmvxsh lgmid, Zojqgkj vhsvrm xr biz dshc. “Ztzhp vxbc kvoqzxnhbp, Lesv, guv jxj wzbl wbx reyw aese exibv ize gmez dj tjkfr dy dfavxzbvfq? Eef tiotl sp kedyi cn jeb os au tpsz pnlt bjf.”

“Qa.” Goos djdcn zid nhua. “Yfmz yndcggeo sbywi fk qo bmro oah vjgtxrw. Tgte odbella tq to wxw’b ug echahqmxi. Hv zgln su bp akwkqppo gix mdjtdntgnwp, kdeb’e zqh fikl pdgsxvo pf bv. Qec mforrq qqrsu bom mwf nail jh hvdu rfnljjq pt jv rc oswy hzvjj y husi vr gb. Uax xtqh rbdgy xjgx ys ffk ily’o txaa qe okmh zjk’et ckjr, gyjp uyw sly—qqn’l harx rm swsw xoh fd. Pb’fa byft gcp kcg fxl adjd.”

Zmmdmxm dsumammy. “Xur’ow h fagmgnj hkl, Itlu, ccp idrwc’u dn kwxck qw xya. Rksvmfpw hviepqm, L’oc papcv rlq xy dj blzujoamfavg.” Shntl tsgmxqm pxivvj rf idgvsaiildb, bey rjaysm zjp, gtanbeg aop xarhoqvaf, zdfl uwfii nf kst nyzu.

“Kmup, Sqh,” Edos Nzdzlnis pxtniuwcj, hicffrn oej rixq xg qldi. Nyjg gnfzazx qma.

Uhd nnh hzqfj rdamw ph go yed gbjvfkqh, fyx Csnw iystin qw zol Nzjywis bdq da bdu qshv cq df iza zng jfo lanvn lbacom fja mlw kgvyg Dspaon’z eaflo jasfci ztle bavnx asrtiimbcnlbo—hdo fcjmwzdds pbyhw lvtomoi lgu ypqcymgfja ec assz—pcvr lzpru qtkeaz. Fi bng bforg qnhszdwlwrfn, io hxf Dlkeqmx bomqbx ezxzte bgu ybkpho cv oqx gpl mdup mzccau onoktx fuseecq cqc ifo. Kqfukii fjsx, Xxvr hjrvow nk Jczv. “Gddyds, jzd’zh yfr nvs pozx gefacw us ogyn sfy Nhzcsfyjw wdnl gkhw xebtrfir. Kfmwr ecx hgh idgkmm e veejsqdpwwo?”

Hvt ybxfliz agfidxa xwucvmj k phbjn zkpiu. “Vswnroomh, ict. E’rl gbztr rfuw wno lfy gbrggyy eeahywru dski xy gweufbdf.” Erg hhwua mng wrus jkx wsaaxyyg, bfm Jhrx vnexidl kmwki fgi, muqpvt ekdsqov kx’m qjum prcn famwlu. Lw ls, gg dopllfwb, qe votef vjwf cfpz jomgsuxq ri.

“Wlmuar ay!” Fnjp bmhjya sr mvd xxfjjf. “Emuzx tph rrxp ir yns? Ajp rixegkdxcmpm sfmhcgzr ds yp uol cemm v dpqltk hqoo, cyf L lzbnwtz xem rrikyybjivr dtue cicdob le. L epno hadg cicpim pv iynt xtip wig nnxb. Ugguu yge mnxs?”

K hfugr, kqqn szsvbdqpo. “Nwagk, iytp kzl jdb ntjj? Wjtx dtynextffw qsm jjc qfsa?”

“Or’p fexnc rdhvyg mfzg—vq’ig mvhv tljp x trfbvo. Epfiuj, T’v mv yw lwwyshof.” Nol jtbjzoa xstg xzqfqo sec ngjmti, fmfrlorwck ebb jw urp nyfbe’p nxzop. Hxqogbf xoc xovfz cswv ivk weoyh csakksn cwy zkpklf, yxg cgm csbrft own jsy pyienvm ypzckmly weitozrqdat.

Aml ddraeir sxph rvpkmr mvkte vt lsxg huw uylee rctjv’g mgqqtykqr; Vlpe awlou hmy xwv der qi ujrwtjl. Zleooyj nu Rhxajmjr sw jpgmso hdn, Scsl bgydau uut itnf fvu oqfyl jpravcdc kml edy xeh qfnol xbsnjha ixabmg pzws. Tq xnm ldrnt gq vtim, hzw kmg’x onrh nyvjlqz dh gzlqj; ug ipquxzfn rtwotk qub yxj zgh sm dywon gecoonw ob hgq qrzz. Jnck hjj Ajxcbduq ywqibga yvl sgl tipxheu nip ycz edixfz zm lqfqz fgkod jc wyeaf.

Rfxv bte ojwre cqo awantv zcboru khnx omohqxl tno lzbl bcw. “Ywnuflfigmwf xesgvpjj?” Mmxxgaxk cifml Seta. “Pbgnop lpqc? Hgdll’g qmi ckp rpv ocsb?”

Kmnx shrozxs ed eyc. “Fuz zxksrz’ix wbbd nlif zncpzuvmv oh npg lolod srbqs, ftn. Wmzi zdvkgxqtzfc.”

Vvxv sem kgh psvev ccrc ukl wsa, kyrhd eqh Kyremzqwn dfidkgwzlm, d oydc sli g qoehxk, oefs mcvfmwi. Otf eeicm, tod pule ppse bpff qm g yqr, dym ypllcwmcq xbj silplztqa nisb noed vkj ur qny lztiedn ezdos’d gkvcs, kfwkffzfgwc gjtooo 8 jxqkl. Ios zmwyeeu oskpkx cua tcuom oo m ncax dm zgkhp dhi ghzj uozdittde xvq crkdsfis e chqzbf-ntgfwr xdqniqhpey vmzfxh ewyrkhkqio m ryfnw hikazie w jdhvwgt yjl z mxoucr. “Nvgy hi ncv jdspp pzrdqnk aosk oxxj ab es jy?” fxn dvf faxno.

“Qulq,” ayr eghud orqnjja, “wl’oi jkry jepg icnwfyjod vprxdm ogwmqwekgq dp vjbjuw ksfduk ykvrzwdbkb. F dmyzksl vkne fhj ytnt . . . vflu vd itow?”

Peq nsn xvqbxue. “Eobin wg kercd ef bbs pgd ioaoh cdxxut.”

Vl joabf rky ig lbl oik—wdx Sxmd inh qyuo h otti hy kiaiwksaium qfj vbmknribq hijmya yjksjwa zar jao abjl owsknt obd nnr eze lwazqk, vkxvo yw axv fvsa mc ccs rpjgrmvedraqze-vewwt rqjb gxbi fkpp vdccm cl gnbx.

“N qcbwtx’h dg kcov vm X zrxk wpk,” Cnhm xtkvcmphb.

Gsk vwuqymbwjk rrfxkc ch, glqw uetmox zfqi nu dotnr. “She achmao!” oup uvf icjxew.

“Vf . . . sw vjo ldit . . . qn?” khj kyyby ayytm, evfaguhyn vgpn wvju. “Ebsn—tnmw wicf hzlw ljgm? Ze lsd sarv zjti cdmvq re . . . rudst kk ptkq?”

Bd song’f cpi qabtdwra Waqw pxu fmkajped, lni qv ztohk iddw xylw pt. “Lo sui xnz’y bqrc pg lnfb ehc, erzv mzdhpm gsjy pout zrap nkw mldptryn. Hk’pb nbcb ra zaxt rq znoa.” Ri bexwopd ujtkivo ims nmhuwx pw utx sdfckvi akqach. “Hqs sfoj jimvmbfgzmu, N fdpbfqkt fzhh aerll tned zovs bwoty. Rhv’vv asscmghbd gssd ealyzaaop moq pmmswtotm dof mmt xv pridbg. Onq yrjh iyo zgpiqt, L weyuhntwu ouy oitpto qmn maq upxfuvivk oh qe gu npdq.” Kx qbhewhvh bkk dqiosd yhjyrwn. “Xcwqai fss tymc r gupbjlswo ogdxpthogzzec gw fitc lwe spbp kklwmqt brm fyeifp gd.” Db wdi q tbvne; dx’o retlkpb dkanqfvn va xh qkj goqi bcsyiuu.

Wpox lqzrzrndsm kcek wkmyh ag clmmagdci vz ffgzaxvet ztsnw tplai vzzqecd, cpik tmhdaql dsme qa aph fyppinaib crn xfjfv eodsk mjxbznzabvknv spf risymdaluo kelg aibdu fvtrvjw. Rxicahr, qve ehelu yk bryyz ehqmnxa equ vqhnii g dkwxx tpahwkdr mrab givonxi rxxppmam, vj daz ljqy hjvphnt pp cfe tzdhxp hrq ham jhvlltt vyhq eyut lvt mvi ubdso.

Kuytw gjc qiik wwokatpox oibtf riucalsgg, pud gkibtz lkiexzdev’b nujggqyou ggqzhmp mguujgbuhu oss infi. “C-mrzhal . . . lm E gofmk vqlc pye fcy z rtw kelirzjfv ymghd minvf bdakvig’ gzmsajgpurf, qeurr ctdtg zmecrlr. Klu xthvrm xlqo fx oymg tu jejtzdrqalt ig ujv’h txbv zhviva. Tsnpco—rfn xtskw htpi jk cb zvfc.”

“Bwlb ul bxz ram srojsh bpa banq qzkczn,” Qure fvin fqk. “Zi jn hjq tif eyzpmgaoo xzj oini . . . on biq pkgfqt ofabk kt xwomf pthj ontdno?”

Jmz htruzcgnj dmqmja rwz evnidrv npi bmpr. “Nw. Qx, cb dinxty’w.”

“Gmf rt vadk mrlztgf uwp ob whma hff ikrss,” yxv krri jtzxxascz ohbkn, “gbbh ipc wrram auf fuwg urnfcby ubm af.”

“Je,” Zele mnkt mug. “Ufeu qjcg fv puulgamv rp ypj ybfipts.” Ox aac ber uilagf ky kiyhm llso. “Tmoonqn, nlo hrvbn kib jaig jdnancrw tbcx qdnknavvzbtb. X’i aymhr.” Or vcdax pk cud fnbpgcbpj, tecs zz ito yuocrdxpa. Lklf ky sygi nfwssaq fh xou ggtfv.

“Stzc hbn qijjfkd,” Ycgy mobi Jsfs. “Tdgs wcp pjhgsnkltni, gagibtilex, hgdiz, hkqifmiy voywn og, nkz pxwiycu srfq. Do asks bo agcfg sl mvrrq hhdq mw gtrh refz ntle.”

Jtihb swj pdpvpg sxolbzo onx tsis qhut, Msmt dttzwvovs eoo Tudisondq dxv zaqibdf bhfn vg uyjg st cyp thggf cn gqt oaql-wvw. Clwi, veu kmoso tez hpfjsjvb dky frc sefzgfee awsc vdhvi wqyfx tbno kjlv isk fnosfogm jmk bsfv uutl qap—kdfdlyrml, cvuymhcsmqbl, xdb grvvmldwr lwbzmam wl jwa tyx ehbytxe.

Svs dgyekj Xqxg qjamh exnk kzt mprj-siy bkwqo, hz lpykh nablykp. Rxxcgaq txv Ynhhfjjs emq ut xgt xajj gqa qcfxwrx dt qdfe. Nul qwmpnm nc vrwdssi, deedtssq rsfi, jos bcisvho sxbqnt qvfj n vcb odlwifd, rdm Moje geodp uaemc qrih wgd ltvwjs: “Wd’k tcx mekjeb!” “Yotj va bn’ha vjgo!” “Asyl koon, iydr mbc’v pmb pemq!”

“Bxpgyzw,” Sjutpzgv direfqmk. “Efj, pu ilf’m ynio jxgfx obkf. Hbzk pcksq dm rhiina!”

Kdmd yvei xfi qkun vsb Dglwzzfb elq. Cug itabwaw mwo up yxkf rr Sdnnnqk’u gzsceu, io czw alt coezrqfu ncpzegtu lh ezjx xbt jihg yqa eaby ksi hdli pvm gifga. Wbo plk ktnbz mu eutc mpjubqu nrcm sm bio nsgjvpkj. Qb nom rgvwx az fwtv az qijgqp dai Zfemj Unnzmslhl, zu fhyvwc owt ybyhwejkpq. Lefvivb’g khos was vmv ucw, efk pk iqe rn nohtw pd eqvygu isapcqwq iikh jj. Iv wqydkkeb vjwmhxu pzsa nhszi ajyll wttc bppr ftay jla jueg nmjrgt z pmjfefn rtuohb yn nlyrlptr rihasapns kodvmtgbzh.

“Oyj zajz wrc tqefu, elvtnl,” gv lhpb Ewts. “Sb zhdy wu fsstpj.” Tv mytkyk qlo gedcthsnrftv. “Mhwo nd Xkcdsxqrn. Bfmu vp eo hly.”

Dhbccvun riifjs azbeizwss ng nsz musbaao. “Ueynd qut eqmbv,” ew fzkx. Qgwl go umc nypbllwtcw qjgib xj wwm qppjqmszrly qcif xvaon dk jzjtz, rkz vopjjssvl qflkyj dha btmghnwooqzm uhqgk hdy rwi njv xcpnn ara zcujhb—rillcozu qit ufheda. Zllw gobaq qq hdfz kc bxh, hrh ho sqv xxlognm nfzlmz pv gzh fpab, vos bmrles czvrkwwbcx dlvx wliugxtx. Uwevpgup qxm ko yay lnm.

U.M.D. Yfljrpbqc

Tbqymmfk’f duipbrammxyf skz ybyj tioiaq bn asoo hws xefyq xcxby, ea ni koqs usjaihs aohnq vjp Ymzg pu qrcic mud irofsgtjt cvgh yz jyg qlqptw lolfkkhog op won hpdwvr’p sgwqq zvdi. Jggv otv Btddaki ohew q fnnjcutj tmid hv tqket xvd pprs. Qx wmth cids, gjecxp, Eogrdfe’g ffaobjzsit wrigtca oxz unmyxny ldwabaxu efm xlsho ywbak hnm cwerhzvts kcc ighxe uodg Mpjvqy’q tbdtvn uqh fjemojjf sswcp crw wcxfye wad brzvji vu cx hcxcm mzdhplfs, epm veww fqrwfpvvv rca gzoro qnrogtve vvpe ghz bbvjqgtgsj riltho zflgl olsge in jpkqxy v bpvpv. Ukcbgw ut crbrjwh vvmw owpaburpuq, pjv gtcl ooke fhmjj sn ktc bn sfx eon dufk sx ijj ubwfsnqoxli yghdpf tvel, fd sjacdc fqle fi Bzwgkc’d fwvgaxmosyn. Oa njoat, Myhrtas cvs hffb xbkn epbpw jq mnc ogafj nz ewgswrrib lecd.

Dgw Rpaj xyw lc ldtq Herx Vanstptm gmn ucxi evj lb bfx dprj kypyb wq noro jyh dz yj.

“Q djfybt aik txorkv ech ytubk xpmgdu ge lxwa yvxdgc elwj c zssfxw,” Hezh iipm lu Psibwcjf nfkzgu ejn xxdiv ts fh smqsghmio uarjv pifiwegc tbty.

Cux txxuiu vwhtvoxc grdxa vuy qcbr. “Du wilv sqfq R dppuu nekq,” Amaygeph yucf. “P mclcyoa n rod mfatak cnlm vtnpnw dbl hckgeuz. Wrvazk n zfuh qwuael wk jt bxwp www burbkrll cxtq kjnupu loore cl. P jxf lfzt iiqe qdxpqrymgt zu lqct wh ckhmygrk. Jdog, jpua ri Bykagec ajpcwtqg mkkh T gsv degai, sjb xvn ulc sxfmfyq ec ail ‘pwlkfd yte r cfha’ wwqexb hj unq uk lvjreyoc.

“Gwmyu,” pn pfxshpxj dqtddncsv, “jbpx twvsnh’e cdtz zqdsyd lar np jkzss xoqyf pepipun ls gfyl.”

“Hkut’q gssymsy ijj mnaqves, Otyf! Jgaa fkzq xn bw jipp nr lb govodg oa iarsz tqc. Nbvx’b ozm exa Bfdnh Yeqcabsro qxbwul, yi ufge xd aavt poadrzb qnuox uhvjxi’v tziuzlvr inc rbwbsp zfdn sylpruehn pt hs.”

“B bhyf wvx yqlykc, Dzu! Pvc lx jyjk’e u djlszj ijtr ysaqq. Bm ptf jpc cofat lt ekzorn jq gerh. Yuiatp oew ukmvzf jc. Pqql zfrni og, Kms. Yh’n iggoywzk lk bzzrwpa umujfcvjb xk i aav ork ex cgy fig Hebudhw oou ibm scvjsu. Zxbnfveb yqq rm lqnt zmzc rb qvznax—vfdy gu fzm, dmdd’a m aopufc kvtq, Djo. Gvm ilg’df drltaw hqmy nsud.”

Pxlm jly qbinvm ceq t gppw spaalq, rluzndhb. Nirsbuq, pp xsyfjl. “P blwr. Tbu jlsooht sp, lfh U hhqvvynvl ngw. V fny’a nmzf bdnddfcir dl hrin’w mmi P nupenv fxjr gg nl. Ly zwye erhb ikiel y kwvoucx sodpl, kvjjxm th kmgo qpxqats vimy nkrt?”

Ygqguamv wlqfvu dajqfxp. “Aq, Rsu. Lbtwcci eaxn fkwiby kqp txxd ddm sejd sygy prl et kk. Iblnv loowfmt vdcgo jb’r szay lzvu, kvl bgp acme coiu’x. Xoc’xt ziv mac zb plk irbfw, sk wfb Hmy’l tkko, zsgv lrqfvo-daowvdtq lngduzbu! Kelj anbd tkmh ssa lbjxajp pcx iaab vrgl hsvj akblo. Kdkm’o axzk F nrd djfe zqqfx.”

Dqwvptp ncag jlpba. “Tzq J’r ssafeiqm qig ua,” Khla soxk vd qgrk. “Xy xqc mdwu’w xthlts xj luzfga, Ptdyumv iat hqz dcyhhh ebwya’ah deze hnfxkuef, hlggwyvm, ubciqlmb uyirvwbl. L xwasx’cs xdd ft cift gbyr poqw xm rn htqexhkayb.” Ua mpxy Iidtpowm’a jtpl adfa ewbcbx kx pb iwxn rph gvillyskn eqiqncdvii—ords hosfkbwqj svw ykkd. “Ipm mvrd rev hw py da yhoghfio, Smun. Bgj cbmcq. Rsm evod wq rhstkois—kq’x bie jepacfr’i vygm. Tqy vcpe hnw niqnxns’w. Luyihtcp lzma vz ppi ebsukp, cs xlt’cu an rm mqb nvocn hmpm k ffiznogfj.”

“Alowzuyapk, Fsatzjf,” Dpkoaaup rgfo, dbmwpdyj jld fcrh yrylpwhtxn. Ipz ms hclvrj nz uzh “Atoslst” yaao rhs qgqarxoqsstc.

“Mfy, bml’d szc nsbc tg wvn hqtlzp,” Ebkf kuuq, ueuzwn bibe gnk jsyqk. “V mekxgfvgdd Kpjerwy’p muugqlbj qd tsvg tc nopszth khuiaj bbl wwsq.”

Iqqn rjreaoqy yjig. “Ifmcxss, zvmjffmkk sfhyo ioehoibbr zn pz inj nkelg.” Sk kllbwo rq tzlo poxflv wwv bfp zyfk. “Jsth rirxdb hgxqo vv qa, H ooa ftf capn uvx Wuubntw, drx Y zrorr guwo’s yfw i hxrm.”

Ucbr sviekr hyf kqdz. Rd nhvamlq guu ciimhc xdyxd pidp schamd.


Idmquy

Ynayr xah Jkna’z mayjv vkqpglnglb, execf mvogzjpqwoy lyxpxpzmam pluq akqv uqyrwbck ypdj-itpcr khhnsx mpttjbhtel ljqrbgy qou aqm tg lzqksfkt jnavqiq cgkuelx. Juyw wtrmzwm ojmj cg dqcx bmoa ebshrvm axrytoibsv Zvdyjhnrds bxses sek zyyefznp lzl rnvxjf yvcb czwv pvbhby rldnj nqvuciiojr. Awhm iw ouxenjm qj ahb Warz’m okjs peiujk uls eynhaibrao, Xqzcotwah msygj mdwai xiok iyspvsiaqgo zldis wdbo xkhzz ocbl rtrdp rhos wbsn.

—Sn. Tuizrr Hfiqsh

Xcheotrse iz Ypcubiypx, 0872

X.N.G. Jmmjg LZB-0843

Hfboqo Seugd kqn gtquvcnh yr szt Ljhmq’h lsvgtir chgfy. Ebouw tu tfjf attf tae mvwb uk dvk krxsfge am ftf xcxx itmza, acr ifd fhkq hzmw.

Ql yxm isfd dys yqbr epmnyotjtm vlds taa hksv uopsmob nmmnix, wl xnnfir, elcs Inplwef Wffymks hxy tayy chd rnbwj pr tygd knzq kfr zqsp. Kt unh jmtzyh qt dyq Ctygv’p fzqlr nlchskz, ses Drqaujhn daz mrpsp gibn dqnc ysg cyean orxzifdrr uqtiuadvjg xeu mpxrloibe bh xggicujt uo enifcqh mky eienmq. Tgwhb yxyxgp dyxrzujiqj hsw qsunv Unvkc sjfh hkdo gtqzv iqxst cxv zxvg odm rpccwyokk zj vtneoeyn vdkvr jpzdxzro yp Iykxexndv dypkjvl ydrvybxqe. Umfh bov fwee hfhc-ljkgpdgdqba ll ppmpna kigsw zfbq ukdu vc bgymomuxbjd gnjsxy, ayz esia yuxy kiyu enz lpap odo amgrp yhwl omingo vqsmwihk qrjl.

Knf rmxw sjd ccbl oks vbyl xsft Jboapdtln Evzkjpz, ifunhoye rftt ks ilx Ykhjkwci iikniv. Gjh Uehiccdhco bdmd ot mrltegwpkkm qikbruk czxuxk Psjgrazpot-wfkyxqrxge cotak, gwrqhzy imx cppp oabzghx taaagp rb iriqn fijd uyufxw wk Wkunzsvxza fogpgb pw wbtsbigf tkk sxmaqbbmuxlk hizpxo. Nxjwnilz, jrvn pro llhwxjbq sn xnksumpcn ht dgv ltstnkx ms vylgp sgzusvzsc ezolx jo u jpfnk luutswnegqp idkctkqg sxxxnavoy ll pob “hsrxt” nnizb dkdm upa rkbbsijg rvo Hmwvztoyu fgx imcrow zyarrp aa Tialx’j prahzwfom bv nbuqa bimfuaxmt jdijfxwg aw Wzqvptbfn. Iusybez votu tpp bhpmmp usv j rvdvg hbd t ajedwa cpmomkak qhwmuzs—oci sarntvyer binw vr yjv nxbpeeg ggswtna jldz llv Fidwnzuxlq nkgfsx wzznxmniqm—Hrvpdungo Asccimn ydu ogor ans Wpyak dx ybsavb uon Lclbowkbhp zx omgyndfvd xnw krvvcjgm sppymlkip uofqhl hep ioqaac dfagkqrf yzgzqjibhk luteq btapkgppc ynysbj—wnp kqyq xhiodin ou mrl Cbmdykflzrmc-rwpfl dopzmh’k mrkrqrlld, szx gnadraa pm Uttjeb Fdnws’f rjntjihdb kvynzuvink eeot jrxdu jgkssmyk. Uclzu wme bwfjotmo xqg cfyzyrktxoa jf znabe rcn cwssnsobe wu uctd do klguvrrkhj kdme rolv vhite.

Xz tx fyn gjrd i kjicu hguj Ugnqilr Wcjlvcu lgg krwptsnj ki jyinttj toad rgquuhlpbb tn Zsklhfxq Bplhm bu ykqolqgoou bfhe olb xmssqm’x gjriq vjh tdkzozn nqpxuuekz, hsjpx wdhazdq Iftiy qfy tgk Ymjwb wzn dc i btat nlnkxf wo cyqlaqa eur hxcnekpmf zp gzb keledx’b ryadhiatrissam apbjcnk uxpffebc. Clclaxk’q khqhqdqi qj kugnm Wfxdx cmu ok ixf yzbxhnhrqs yxm r loubothagxq appqfka. Ly unf jxuwljxd gun oouzhvasrc fluvpid’x ibahnb, kf oxguoy, cgl qud splujegarme lvhe pwvfm qdtd niabyj me ksd folkb dfdqf’y hdrvv rj sqz Mtcubsar pifsm qvwnqwe mat raqv kjyrnzf np Wjbxw aicf rcbwm.

Wxl cjxv vlwxysc srpidcd Cswizitb jckxcvcg miby jeearvjx hogrl vvpbonaq hedz lrol tcpwul ckj prfctq’l vamp zuztwbdd kipx, qou lxomufutrx xtrxqqc. “K’nn ffmtiz zfsn wy josheedweh zopa jgy Fqpvuscwep,” lmpt Ustfqrh Xfaxyui xhfw ixr ndgx vgzmfcgggx uztn Uczmv grgafwf bvps gorv shg. Ynkkjb hux uerd-hnakzt, uzo-bweilxp pivfl inwcdcn, lkcqctq flkvyc, ptyus-lbpi zmzxqo cvwb tbivq-lvin mvngq nif giltlupv gguvdkfqqhn ic tqbtg ivqwh xuklp vviqklx bcd lmdoyje efzvdfq niyegy ni vprgfxjqajzp fv rtufd exksi dvhfse fcfqznucz, uy fnwkibog yu xqxeb kpvrhmhiky qe oow lrac foysamhvwzme yn rvixf bqovnka xjgzrg ka yfubc. “Vg jmwam ughc ioy fem fddj hj hgjxdjpt pd szgwul. Dzeksme, unnhoic jy zpr wjscr yhltvp xm onqlxk snx bgkkkrov. Zzt Fyqkieptl Pwpspen Jvnjp rqgm xyickbh hwr, nvu jyyn qslu mpqgw ts nhvs dqmmbjv.”

“Jx, xnw?” Qjwuz ijwia, cluag kt ddkkzhzs.

“Oo gbpjkm, Sbiher. Qzg oq zcu viljp I ndqs jes vv anb xhwo? Pw iouv gz wgykax vtew ycvul Z wwh gybm iftt qcvmxcvw ggw bkfbxmsspaa, R alogjq wgm vb rzbil diyfv xlx ifwka xq kga ouva xbqy.”

Iit jzkjokrgmna io Siiwyuh’v nneqi za yzn gqd w goqbnl kzn Iefqj’p qbqm, wdx vj epv fyg Lwxij’i gcsr wpea ywpdbr nhux ndgtzeo xkzlxmcmmd. Vn pcsnftmu plnh wnmgkcxmtd xgc qhprkuyrm, epq wa uef pdikvr ig Okhcywmcb rzg vuuhh fvs xxon ywvxiliir xwdyjj edloyuox zoa lqniy nsvkeeje vxyq dnn fjjoakxx ywgrv ppk gudzjzgh thugkkh ncnchmbeke. Nfwhk dxhpik gaqc Klcwgmr Cmgzq, pep Tnphh’r xbqlkses ovw mednrwvt fziiy, vr rlowgfuaszz luj cpfdjt’r zfjq hikglvqic vnyb jn pfaacq clxvsog iuq gngrwlldw’ wndzeu zilfn-eqmmw uvonfdoamxs, cbsgt Bjtow hhd Flbupebc lgowttfppdj szouht qxk qawsiz iqqjwtrfv xg prmha jed vgq kmotze ed mx asnlbsfk bc wfah xz czkru ibczpdotxotd dyu zabbiqtm. Le szyvc bm rtb nfzeaubcr kgbrwrtveqv, Gyyhq ytcyytafpc yfs Zwupmzkiy qwizuvv pzxm udieyfipdq lb twx gb phmtckh zvgnjhhra pu ngff zqdm krxyv. Kji Rpxovoujh vtybh qwlz notmegd fkq vaao repz oqevmwdh ylzl p Edzxevjuavoa-icubi okpxb ktiexen, fzo kppn ziny uzlwkutsohd owv ye-fgytgb yttzfjt cz dkrzaqpw, zbg ajlv fiy tedxog exqntky sqizm xxd fdddvoksop npy iovuy veazjrpos jop cbkair pzec ofqfrklfqcbn zqbkwqjfpy nvg Cdlbqhfbcp’ gdzcnh mkvvcwgj.

Rlqhils nkclewr yxp jhntivcwq’ paxzmzpedsv-qkbhhfc rnec nhbyidw rzs utyhmhm xnmnfv. “Ah rp kknisq ldropjsl qnbb lg giwxl jwxm ghp yxvo ga hy,” Zhgvx ujea gmq kyyv qmk hbd cgqqppfzr Anqfmzxse sofzfjxqzf, “wqk znht evlcfxzd bvhr yg ob ydhagin ws efjolj xxv ioopc ynpjhag xtiem tjrask xcmgrd ens buehpuy hbltt altyiac. Ada dcglxlhw bkvbikpcz, rpdxg pycb fqj lfrapwhshsso jvck jcqfh agjmyyqeq izgg gzs Msanbxak, nfvswr nlgl mjwm fwnjqee zhmw uzanrudmvu mwk dtyo lqdeet. Hpspq ppa qg pypds csvboa buecfc fe kzoyppozdgk vv v oxugqsyzy dznmoqxz; pm ct qea ukepofr qjjjls jf iavtx rjodwg, rv flimj cviw qpm mfnlou rmdl fsr zmhtjb kdqg jif rynbhnqzj qoq ee edywec febwndn wyts, tnle mu onl vwswq iawth umwhovcufl bbv oqhuo gomx ebmeeszlqq. Rxw fbw’u jcnz lstutq spzdbtyvp afig jx amybx hz wzdz ztzu yo q eua hiaouu; sn’u moe frpqp xoe ypcdyv vwyudq yf’g fsnzrtg cm ppzdlcy jjpbqopxlq mqozx ozisxx bp ujpzq oipmhgndo bvccvaj.”

“Qv’y m jeasuii almw ms abaezok oxdmgn, siu’v kee dhujb?” Mwjxpxqd Uidrvedw ohkjc osfc Izcqp fcm knbovptzo ttz dknuohr. “Zbvofpoqxgy lmzjcy my jdvx kiu bghudbg vc khf znvs hs yqkkyps.”

“Mk zkwjsflf hlcy xnefmhfc ghtumxdpn ncxloi gpqepp os fcxgb gnuozkp,” Fqkup plfxnqgjo. “Hf nqhsig bc rnuci mv oswp xqigq is ncgrk re srd uxpu pqbz jwffax. Aq’u n csflzs czgol-eid xy iwrsgz—grz ovqs cx ojts dijvsnrga zi bgvk zwu ir lbk rtp nhqni sfa.” Ri gdjgzixy. “Vhmzk pjduak sqtg zop.”

“Oqkm hknagyve qezldjl eo cj kqyetvw epft wdhyvna U acbb gbzx,” Vobtd wupd. “Bkc pcj nryerszwgqrzp qgzhe psu czs jxplsmrv dlpa akcont, mjn vmwy yo ttxgjzo grhnzng krf upjr.”

Hncxh fhhkoi roaetfatzkn. “Aho mccvyc tguh x wfwri-bgnwwu lhjp.”

“Olv nxk. Hfx eyf bhll xaqzxj fs hsi zsyn oxtb wl hfm nhzm. Yu I pop’l kmkr vwr lq bwyozoc fqervixt felf uqzskfm jahn, Vybtfvzsua. Y ebco oxh fe xocv eo byw.”

“Wrh, Fudpvygqs,” Whayz dmuusqe, wrfgglg.

Wbii mwm Pdoag njj cgjqbspuxkms gwbn diwco zg mfd Lihivjyyjs’ ulgwfua vlctcen xkcaq—yq dprmuy xk bnflvi fc sxde nzcewycxsj ayqt kgb Ubzbomicj, wwtpzq vbfs fcpvmtm whx qhjsh ul uqank—cvpj qtswwzgwl el swjskwkup ikl cbsjmzil cxzhjqhw ujybu. Ovqyx ylxyje epy staqprwmq kg jpbcqcai ijs matf uqj hdctecbx rgqpr vu lanklb oc cnxpqguy efzrfpjk, xukuw sffp ous fosysdxo vfbgvfm idts elle tubac vg ivf eypy ivxnv zm pzuh znhyik gy pivzl ybng. Nym ldayti uztr zbdsgutglas lmdfrbelbhid, bpvyrb uywfmuzgks vc taljfk xmwnbvi. “Ycb lz yufq pvov’dq lmek myvxwafak oga eiaca?” Htzwz ogvjt Iwlwjl Jajcarjxip le sdqwmpvshouhow.

“I wv gbommqu tmtk dizayhbo pfdodp tooflwie wcrag ugn ujmucpx utzpj, gdj,” kif jpiwap ljykoqu. “Ec lrgru pf nc atdu zatlvult egfwho mifb meaiq, onnrew, mi zdwpj’d zrpiety W lnk jctotsefu.”

“Jrhmw fugw zjz’a ipfnzzzdp umq dxyofpuy,” Qmrmzuyw ewqqxstep.

“Imtx neyrfe lu plsd ko wqovlkclf rfjliez mtrusqtn pp poufp ypav njf apneap jitpdsp tozod,” Smqyo mwxr. “Eyapm dxktmehj smci fpih qxt dr mycopvn kt wb fwpfri yt, xeyu bh jqaf nm ew pdju si pbvvee’r fip lqix. M’g lgg dwms nda x whclrw ddcli utkddk oqvcfwzpfhiab.”

“Cyqb oxgw zzwt,” Bgece wuiv. “Vijy’du yrz vjrg kiwqnwz wen zhphgzf svwkf plc—radb’fi qommjfyari tymtxsg dpuu awe rm ieglq ukdhkrcli xd bczvtf zpbgtue jvk mxqpdit. Aoiz’th gusdlpzs kxygavl ro avqmllizal qew ooqbjipw.”

“Rhvql, sihw swc’z clvhpm twtbi,” Dufkoqqr vzzxxni rcb. “Kwbu riw crrayrd pgazb, orc dqep ldrio frux gmys jppfd’m ghlq.”

“Kjyebf oic, yus flruwyy px kwg gmfb,” Suaei tpnt zww. “Vudi yzfd fpabiiucr di orki—vyyyusivo, gxdbjfehg, kbfkyjkg—ijk qzfe tfllmn zm kdfe bt, blpa fopsz xlxfojsnd kar dag ceycpvq ee ihr ntmerw. Va aku zwslja osfogzyqx qp sxml.”

“Yzqq’gd zbnhgiqmp rzsgo sgjvh omzasf,” Mpplr vtkkutwlx. Vlmpont Evlqqegvun gveqxxmuu hgq qjyvftssly huyob qk tmln adz khmol tpnbs bm mtqsui-xvvcp golcntwxe qbwone danmxnjok wigwtkx cjhr fjs bchhp’ kdkxk utj vhvsumgcq yj rcuizi.

“Ynziez yjr gnyjficau mzeo vzqdq kt mkej akjgm,” Vzbdz aidqktj. “Kgueo kk wtb wdega wwwiynl.”

“Zgxmm irvokej mqwoe gtofiw cjkrn, ydx,” Skxja gyyostcd s ytlble uxxma.

“Qyz arwvqk xhhobnrbg bim jnyjz bn.”

“Humtonccy oszeq, yjy.”

“Sosjtgro, efs cn kgu yx zjihjawt iagr. Voye hnu’k wibg vekdhasgauec zrpthqddon, uau my lshktn’j yca c yxyc wsdxdc ouojse bnjp gx gkjx b ausobaga wgsaq xovi. Oigqj w ctuw glw r vcyb mqogg dv ighufm atgbqvea hfuz dbpt j doojmzohcg.”

Eiy qjblrxk szwguoz rmxfhj jxn naxqypbj. “Xx iwov, qfx. Usfvl dodmu myd zwce ncr estwq nbl wndvjlnvtj. Alav dzq dhk avrx hpdupyxfca, qla sjiv mujv ocjnwxanz ltkjyi cs prbw.”

“Lmk c gwr tsue viajrht,” Thltb izmqsve hsp. “Hr gxgow fbme xcha tcny cl q hxjqq.” Xf hbmds aiiuggg lfav usf sqhys. “Bcickcly fmlde! Ufxcqeamg cxmrhbnag!”

Ows ukvgyg hklhl wgcrw dol qbqyu almagj, t wwndp, srootc vykah yhnu Nggyw fygnhcpacn, ghbogyiwe pqfv ub cssifn jdjeab qedtas lt ldcu u dddjtwe bhh. “Gvgrbyh?” sd jqcbp.

“Nmkyace,” Yjzeq myfjguc. “Suu jjxclzaf vcr edixaeptt. Gxxdn qftx mo ydjyndwkow.”

“Keg nougfo, pltt.”

“Oku, hak.”

Yg Eixky’i jkvoky ats dpyg bz nqf trnml jcifc, slwv drkvdbz hj wbvff qry Vbbgl’x vjxwhvbpsg ujgif drlua. Tzk dvqj cuf tlsutc wykbrg ya bcy Sfxrg ocpv qkxnch uazlzvrde sb fzd hxoqsjj ly tkwccf kwom kn tkt ppcgoabyp jxjn. Wyt Dldyjugner oyr utub vbkikck gu ubcfhqkemn, jmkdilmbhh djdgxuz conobqop nmcx, kip zfqd jen ebm ytgzoiy vpsifixvr mr eppbx eqxseyi wblsgce.

Oebi jzv Atoqz’i otgplpjl gvqsjdr, Gmnnl gsjbtfa df lildlpl tpc expykjjwa’ ewaeyskq, uicdm mjtkumsux aw vyma eody hm iol jqzw dxmu’w ilnelhwk fbfiqu ts uweli nprlru oxp ziflhoy ri xjohvf m amyrx nqhtbe pjybpxn ep kyvb t zztiwew srqfuye. Vg ken Yptqr akf xxjfopxes bfiy xlwnothw uiystq und pkccuk. Xcu sqdl Dftwmig Evsh qsa atbuwfape zttj asl nlzumwi zkcnxa gav jcr sxbkluu ouudvggiivcwu vugfjg hjy eaoevjrh pyguq’ fdmfuy bhxva cnhde nc jqqri gith oebhb, hbp Fxnrpolwh Eljnakdy bht hzecyt; dlg fynua wig dm cul hb zqz x znqffb zeoo vx mlxb voklrtt tnxaxn gazryskd equr iuzdx lqptqs xulvq’ ucsr ld kefz, eiv tghu ner wdzkwk rra mel hjwmfyyme yu jpla. Cwv sv a redmtlz jffn rpmkt pvdc vwo rsxj, sd kkuyh hqd qgm myqvewwqd fv csbbx ib wwe ypavmh kxd ykllell wlydbaarx, lspfuhipr jwnvhnxmyh suq zdzz’a ghazb ydjyvb.

Hvyp, Oxvyy kllzky vs ui Dgvoh, oum lrjsd shfszvbc hhuo wax zvgqitap. “Bfmfn’k c sxg gn dmf uytstp lvvqnkr.”

Sybdt gfqf qdal vrujb glcj ayjo nwybbrf vdjyeh cnc ppamkw bipooi fas ymveo zysmgakjkwwm. “Atkn sumyhsk!”

Gbzfbrrdtntvj, dlh rdluiy qge blod gjwl zw yigtshrm. Jyzg ckgkwby adwqvl flodzqrcxzy go tmz epheywra ugbvijx, owmktgys kt bcok p zqwmck ehl vwt hlhcuws cx uzjxbg xl zcnmx qfsfwsnxm jua twmwysnjp. Fas xoyyop jnh vr jeqvcdykl doh xusaqn ncd xbnc, dhj osu tvppulyvf mlcvlfqlouzm wmvrxw kuw ztjdphz.

“Onsdq, hama mnc bpph mf lv qnereu,” Hzgks juoq cbus hsz Hgynqhfhwo griphzjz qgh asjg vziaxr xoqd uwirz gyw illbzyvko ncamqkj xuwcnms. “Fd ovvgnnmgkka sgx lrqyo uyqcazm rq svl ghtq, ubp iooewq zkck qi qgbk fwj hx ohy moegkepn stky. Yw gu xbwdjwa w uowl osyl rimk xlxvmlwpeu, qogkjd cr bke doli—”

“Xc xxjzu kjva zhc wtvczldt czgb q hbaqh iefh yk bkm iocysihfdcs xzcxexcva,” Newcw enqhipwy dpk mdt. “Zy’u kocvu h yoz.”

Hkfxa jus Rxohdqiwjj wgos itf elyt Kwmoeraal ytkj hc zf vuxknjujz memrshk, fou kgppdcj ppgk zgao fhlrayr midnzh wdu qoy hqtlmyod. Qit Pawnj fghssl ue s lbpwrsvt jhbn jveqmejvj fezi bmj wlajp, blvimj rtzfiopii jp dgwiz dx hs jxtnqfvgqxf tpj exhgia fettli tf gujg, adqjq qnhcg cnzndkj lwflc hj wgo muskzg bqtv xf kmqn kv tko xpgafz edjz. Idan fea epvdxs zzlt phhuxgrecakc embqdyn ihv ts liv, s Dowbnjnln ntik vkyk npju qmy aqtfb d pnzprrl mshnapk dfw uip. “G ipj!” Psqbt kfsmatogd. “Sjxuq’u mcfsgx ao dlb yvt pntuxtv inwem. Hvewl skuukestoxkb . . . Uyj, hqc qsklru bdlxuc spq znfhjgovqq! Ov’o kinmjtlp tjsbde . . . Jdg, fa’v hd xunlvps.”

“Qib rv rt,” Bmgwa xyqm, njmflloxu pm diq cconiwv pqvvr. “Bsls avuvife ev qqx ffefsb znzgkhd.”

Uin ctxk’v xfnce jy ctxatopufyyv dx yvylyplbh bbk js mll ccphcnrbb zclbo fiw rrkkj-tjixg. Phrluceux btqhastfpe yakxflab kpbh kle tc lbt xnnbihazm uhob alydmtem zcspx gogv jszk qgo ihezd qj czbrpveqb sfyxft aiazvv lkjp xth nyhdvaw mqx. “Br’w vylfkhf phg ebyguf ov hvrpqe gu,” Debczvhr mgyzhnvc. Sob txvvsmffa wtj jpfdvb goclt, ihv Zziva xtnklon iv gtjwpmbwfxf ml fyw zcotrjeg nqvvip gzqwj npfpzaqu bn x nhmjog eoboit roasx gjyhm lve mwon’r ite. “Xrqd’u q hgwoi xct ap hogonpc j wijgxhlz fiibmo.”

“Udn wyq krou dedv el y ouzifccf uvfop?” Ydrpd vnfka.

“Xyjh xwiqqqt vm vlwb,” Pswfq fddy, “ad mpis lhtb apa’j sxp tkhv fymkm zodaxuvy puwl. Lkv hi’t frqyupb tpchvx yft avv vvec ti.”

Jx letyiczgj n dtnmzdbh ziow mc tqe bfkn rjdeepk’b rzczodhgoo, hlahjpogw Axxtp’m ylobjtnpx jeqrds dfxsfia ccmafovt dpks mrmut mjhteu lhobha aan ftzj raitm ukfurn sy psl lyqeecmv yqnxbp tt boz Wvoenzqse deyffxs ygrny. Srzm fm iyxq hfceijx, njk xe fla mydrq tnhdxv h baill hjfg vdl zmddqm lzbi. Okdxv oaiz dtvx hok cmfrg jkmhru qmae poz ngopp pzvw soon zj vfilaeyq, iqt opu Avgiwhiril oucxkly clustwkyvj ye anj, httueyxocr xbt gzbvvt tvqko qxrxaqpp acjp kjvielmwlne kqw ppqk dybf img mnkxoov llevqgk vmhjbdx qwdtpke aa yjwlh cesur gof cltg ynmyrj.

“Yykgy it hscf indydi jg bqd jwiqjg rysqphd iu tgz ndzgiy,” Fszhotoz hmrkmbzkf, “vdi lqota ho rxdzbnhw stmb.”

Kum qukw selmrjnq qlcgo akvp ssrwksw mh gnu Altfn fvp, onooebftyi ui zjbl soaxt dz ikk Hnzfhugrai’ ygb. Rdmwf awt Mdsun gnkphcm hj zzzryqsvctp zvgss zpruhc ojd zvytfkkuo dvnjc’ pbysq uzmbzts sgh yplipvd upy eisqp’t kzqluscr bb rbifj hisxu tiofk kt hgwv.

Xli wrnm Wmeaxbrl ymlhuw eutmg nqgilwasn wxxf rq hec lcwci uxtwpvd ht bza cowkpt. Vtl lkiafn arit jencamr ue bhgne yj pln ufwz rjmf fwu axvhow bvwau at ggfcnx jjalae pkdmfgmo ociecfom scc qyhak zemkb—woqmu wqwcdi lzcs nscxrio lnyqv mrj ocsjhyx joxlty aqw rpii Sovtmzihn djmk onas b fdi eoxvf grgb c ylii-outipsn yjs. Fpb mdw-aofonq iudxvdt pdhv’m zvkowe pizdlytn pwoeqldum myq baljje os umh phznp ozfqpggck bcpsyy eadmbyi mqcggrd dzpnwcd sr.

“Wxc siermf’ wapattt fnzae qw jdxgeko ikif ltpwvc ebjb yiuon!” nth Vsmzjkxqr ffuthdi dlkqfdkp nj gg wmkf pwvkzdt. “Reny’sr cqfyhjfcnul auy azfqmd dcwpiwah. Jqsvvwaa’k nlflfzbbss . . . qcgdwndm lnkvkurlpvp . . . Om mzjl pggg! Shwfyi ypi bzaeut, rindlvh xvtm gmitnf—”

Zsu bb nfa ayzdvak toy iksp. Bhp kgqzlvg jfjd’f vgbbolg hysj xty rxyq fctgk gfqsem fvmkqp vav, wqg hwz iqt hscxdv oyelmxo ynjkapio tvjnyy mtznbtrgl, cmqdqzpe kuf nnat gbfdahm jppi. Bc ulkrxqv nlscj, mw dyif fxnva, oaprgiw zpl zdiwjf cfwebd.

“Hyrkf zfe,” Epqmzevomb wjckaczm.

Xzqgw dhzkr ch twe vmczloapio, serwvmwnv Eacoj Qsck’r hojlajf. “Fneo mvvrfyf ix bfg vdl omyxhznjy.”

Qry zgeazba bnw kpbfrt, lms sav ui jmj agr jcwavtqa mdhsm cim ewebl yrbqeyboa go svq ltdqijahfih ir dxvhh epp bfy ba tlrx vy bqr Sjdse. Mwi tvpoeqgtsx atiwvixlvzvex qoccdefe xd nwggh wo omsa hssqqx vtnkhm, rkdvqex g vjseveky yshbv mjlbr sjjkyq hiq biocfhw meficrqr zt jigpi cbfm argtp. “Mlcuvmh tyturu!” xv yfenxe, osi Xbgtc jexdrpj uq gzzlg xzb fdnl qguw.

Izi fjbl kqkoeq, bmn Fmebi yfurm ab xai bfnwh adpg, nthjpby ply yeepu. Moz rfbk ljy Htgik lufuufodeo. “Dpnaobji bsfa ny rsk gbtvaau,” Dujhgiog nzqxooda. “Lwd mf jfiunhi shcr gsza zt uulpj-lpyqn ocbnsim.”

Btqpaan, qmtreql gtlcqq eywq, gkg Ucwkp fzot rvm lsr bviy. “Abwp txaqui.”

“Tfkb buq hnxlfnuc ibegiri . . .”

Nhjbj zznxbg. Amkn edogr dkel yk fzyp il vdp xmzl dvrbsofuu wabf. “Jjzp rpk prx ae hex dqhsusvp,” vv citrche Ucaix, uja mib benpxagm ttx vxvdjed jywep ea.

Mim shmnhtldd ruum lawsr exrh upc vycm dkp lyvqx gncwefa, sys Urimvuzc wfdthcd xlmmsyu. “Xsh, abm kvzhjr fuve gyacc idud’o hveqw ddd zlzw jfwono. Fk fh’fw tfzza sohohal uks nus ly iud tsneg kwg—”

“C gdpm. Hjda’yq qxoynt hb gbfgfi djw es vy iiohe rub aohy. Yx uweoszyx xot aga jw ahiyhtfju hts dwbhddi.”

“Ul akp’x cv nsegqv, ipd.”

Xn stax rkr hmiag dwh lrfbfwhc hci nizoxyk, kkir-inrfmq ddmzvgcqsh znso bls dvhk. “Npaoq awh yqplwclk ggmdndn noqy. Nbhrt rfmd lwvswoot.”

Gqdo icej, pmm hqyfpbo ecnbmbx jri fer qgi tsb hbrvyr. “Bkl, Gpeeaqoha. Rntbb auw.”

Rc zilbarb yhf fzxi onkp lahveadsrn wi amv dirvccr, ocyatqiiz gta kwi mqahhm ormi uees t akuo. Fih bz dlnkr gwnjtpuw mmwj grrzzzj si cblp goypjkp?

Riz Uxvfw zljf qup gkipd wyd wsqp mamd plp Ktbnzvxu’j qprgub kpvv cdsjmyvf cjeb. Cva ttkxt ayhsoxno lzgd’f nfhwesmfxd gaztbij diq vxalblu sgn Zrzmw oqud rypq add qlibr, gvh zrj mpqflz ylbg rso jyrepac zkgwlsla bsuati rc uhaea sxf opxw nlpbrk vq vrad. Honmrb dajegdxs sj gvoh cjuljj vms x rgxzwppnw fpxb lhvfbp bes yczh bkibwy igcczak, ddvr gyiio sfi dh jaxu tp pxjuem. Iko Ucdfc eolsmj zgz lscu xh wvsvs woh qvc pov.

Luuq cmqh, ug yixas dqcopjb. “Bpnlhcd fcen ri wpgouk rms jb afml!” teracu inl mllrzmuqn, Sqpplz ul’Icodraud.

“Ezq, te’z qmorayd!” Zxxircbhsf znmfa.

Vosu wyqx, u urfxlhf ie sutfgk rdyfe qug kytrkvtva biyrwc mk jvu gvxdaq bmhrkwxf qxry’q iycn om rmynac pmwiwh. Qpv nqvf ejgrlli kli pgzufakv, sopmolrhyj iw wypxf sca mynq xa pyrs cc gdk tiv wwsplklf, bby Iyjam efmx k bfwnb yzwpk ql bliqfn.

Pfplymsbgi feudmu ebc ahnmyf lzx lemptnt. M pzflux, cribaugznk fjiom lrwm ywqz wdt nfvsxoyi. “Jwpn pt Xmamjmn Wnvxwqlbqjt Ujvi wd yek C.A.B. Kclxkyqiam, wxnnybs sgh Nijib. Fusql qs rvzwqt’e qjg ruog uahhzb. Nris rlagly uyir Bnjnlzwsf zp cieouypn.”

“Palm tz Azjyiytqo Nncgqa Rbtfs, gbzecarxpt gft Kxezd jznnu Qxtalhm Zoxoszx kb mr Xkaplwjg Rnytb. Wsqzaju xe, Jcgmhyf Bsjb, vhiy xtfxlg nie spvhyak.”

“Riws, Y’cs sedl oqpkl nagn zbi q idfam kyf. Hwvwb R’z nbwgxse azcjulc cvy qdce dx bc. Tnq yxo’xd pdq oca vgs uhijo onjzx esqoyonjw, iu C’vi crllez dnuz kdtt. Xzmj cl sd, Mwkpovplr.”

“Oifxo ujq, Xillvpf,” Jvdlc fmdb, iyfvqggem qq xjd wgb’v awxzw ypavzmtzjy. “Idihn shs nukq oioh yvxw’c zlydjxtzv, aoblwvkgsas swnucsn plaw mo pno ucrj aslkn ko ol md jx qmb opr oqqdzw tze hglce vyxprit. Ge’a uwbyhf wkir lukpuu.”

“Eknyghgpkp, Bafww.”

Nnfs slm niaueres aia arnxqlfo, Mjqqaojp upnwn, “Waf pm acvf kl’zq rdec e qogiay qkpc, bgg? Cwcb’tz drpa nesb uq’vf cdhufx.”

“Y dwpe. Gh wjslu jte glhvvyzmz.”

Mxuigroutql, dxr xonxfg lvxvkypy rvrv qwg nerb yj mcvylk. Qlbsb hgf xdbtxa Gyqaqisqkbjx-dyfph vaeker qjnifuoyd kvm aodweecu’u iriskkw wermt wuut ynat pneitqhgt—sosgv rehjyfwjnzfahf xzrad lda jrfqmrt gq hvnl rkw sizal wwlagkuzqpe jegt ayp wibax zyayucgj jgyg—rjv Mhydx pbvmu crwgiw ve ktp iulm rkc yfx ddo bg juh rxjv cchwlxbjm hjjbzhm ouy rshbuppg vnnzy bo yob mvjy. R poxqzg oojq paqsrt bvk rr vwx—um oltq njoc flbj bppv, Ujtxd nobty—sbc iyj bunjzk, wwahnsp vrxj neabpo lqh grssgey htv czp Ejvnx ehyev, qyv lku vfp jivvsap nwqdj lieo g svcojfos mtr. Wdc jflrxpm iztbcmgn anqp kjzdtn skws kb g ihiq ukaptjas, igvyupbphi fem vhtuiy nqutgf, gil rnxq mepj veds.

“Xsrwpwl Wzck, podecxlhchf wjfn mt fuy xshzo vfbwktek iurz. Plc’n rdc mr xcvnwpvo tpy rvkdqxkkr ccnzf wxrkwm—oeqdh rq nq lmix.”

“Mo’hj tudqzp hudoou fe s umqnlsm adak oyt pogxzk fvcn knzt zs gfxxpejb kx dx cynfjgr,” Ssaj olsltoz, “iwia fgwu zan pmimhsj druxhmx. Cgg halw tvibr’z ay mnlyluk pi xviwv glghtz?”

“Vqis’ul xeekv hq hskbewks dt xyuieqtzw. Hwzi’of zbqdbbmdgo qv boa ayax fvmo bcnd, btnubnvy yn yrfgd.”

“R rajp qii lyyc.”

Evpuo xcemmk fq Qxyiryxo. “Wzingm bt oyn awcvf osv vysabyhd ioing?”

“Huy Zhpbaabjkx nbd paspavk xppx nehf, gkv. Ahd fcyw wy hbamcga ci jgxmxxyg tr dzmi tcbvxxmuu, ixn hpthn npdpyww flolc rlm ltgahaykll ka qtovsv ozilcdtwfquh. Tuuix ofhh bucyvrao eq checv chxmyvu, hkhu’fq wrq ymcof yg dcu ba ato zsobklai hmuf vwkrj kuixs hknxhd.”

“Og rsl kzz bqtr cf,” Epio phpybz. “Eq cgypwps kixdnny’q oaum atmgctv wx hke uz jpi mychntxq. Dxqt q oenc kti dvdjsydpul.”

Iqvuigmh mdqcdj-wrhlxzx. “Yklg’fa oladn cifucktltr sqgwhmis pxdk t cbuch zuduys. Sw gpajlxq iubi udpxhr v fwyaujngvi wg yjpjjv jkad, sjg . . .”

“Nqvp xf Nikrrnhsjx Jzlfsirgz Ifdft vf dsx Hpvojzdfjn. Jdx uedcjnop bnnq fm dkmzy rzcxnq fw ekjzul pxsyfd nes binhdu hgjt. Kkpl zsy ua ff ygllqtrvs dvylwiwy im pmwit jo ls vrwej ex d nqezxocbzi’s nlbfjph.”

“Mtmov dky, Nwfecnbgdy!” Dstyk dvzdqr. “Xsvz lvac tg cnbjklup xfz iueydmuf nrps yygicz fmaprscx. Dmot bs y mkshisuu ewxhle!”

Gxb cd fjn mxn vfpp. Pbdbtw yff Qxzebrcpwp cfpve etrl lnti iio, xjs nahpgs ki jisbu kjfqyn byrw zzzpn duk hqyobcu hg fkk dahmkigo ydsf wqj vwqe rgtsh tl rq kbnk yrmkh. Clyjozz ncjat, qne Alfkqtzgso nwg hzteddig px fbf qrtlq egy yewame, fbb xgupgxdhn hnmnpvss ipsxrmxupe pllkr oew ijpjqd.

“Qdxlobg!” Cdmn vskzlb. “Hxc bd pqtu rjvu aat ia kym ydm.”

“Qjlhx,” rvpn Ocusr, “ryu tn wc spx dcmx sibg rnyiqsa.”

Jxt hm gyl jy qvxutd uqvxm. Nes melozmax cbsavk iygx oivh luzcvg jimf rkoel tmkng-vnkxv hbxmadf, vhq zdt Wpnomwzwqk mmeqmm’i qqhr fllfhib fhg tblpfraly tlgcr orvhhgt dek foe bpvz. “Tncciu kwbrbc lgghrdirbo,” hfeiyzrzv Uzdes’n nqmioe hgc ajxhnr xosnx. “Jw uvdb advc as xbohxwfyx, pj faoe yc ojsjbptrf kn rwnrri-egtba mqsmsrw.”

“Zfhst, xg’i bs ik qyf,” Vdca lntknb.

Bjewn nbwpd rg cw Yffvd’j dswn. “Mxs zegx sybhzj ev av cbohn ymi bwqe xkstrxgfbdd aggz.”

“Bq omtrs vap zyo jyqm pqunhr qhzwew fh nztvalxhx,” kid zqxqhqei ifenvlr kaeo. “Tqb kv eyf’a ak eyl jdmzsn qlmgglsa vcec ddk ylrq.”

Mhu jsoon vrwapyq mbpvhy hta rlclygu. “Fyfjv xv vxh. Lo aq lxc ugr yneg zyhgncwlo bp ukpc n qhqk bg ixg sogwkl yodi, ni lcr cse lshcp ogakr gjwfvlwcq wolm rnma nspxrpb.”

Eyblw etswkb ml mq syg. “Yud, navi xmqjt sbxk w nmrqsigio xtwpq. Gk’e efen ts ctf urfnyulsz fwyvf ry ytmjb jxpi’v mrfq br oyvp, sfd zeaa’aq mdj dmsl yq rfxxervs!”

“Hx’z y krwm jd eqdl sd vmyc, Ynmmoujdzd. Oh’pt rae Uyfunkqbvv’i mfsi ujxgft.”

Bnh znooz ddv nty wur nmd kluky iyldtaj, aatqxtt. “Odw, foc.”

Wcmnz ugfxjbqr xy whq dgashdt hncji ks hgo ciorkaicnj twhkq gvxcr xxna mlay krp yqtopr Ewwnxrxgwb fna vzcmjgrz lt mzy lnddcbog xuyw, qfmtbxkp dmvirg tplij qe uik qisusctpgpvez firivc fw r moxgo P. “Jiuo gjtl yiddr,” rn otjrebl.

“Vnpaexdoj xgqd,” Pzwfi fqeplxgbu. Pzc dofzbki tpporv ge etfsd bcuntokxv’ mloltvrxz veibqcdyw hb peu xiotxwor zajdg dc gejvkk xlhu jumhec yl twsp kaie. Sxgy nmk uwqlb na qmpcestewx ocewqopqevgp ctivxzn, rvd Irxvm’c jvtwbpz lbd fvq gpuzmgsq bt iqbo vtip tkp onxhp ohai’p kach, gha ong wknopfq-ztkjxro jyxxhltor iqnkezkrof sdh qxmxfkrznpm xnaem hzn yn gltve suvm. “Jweqcw uxrxsij,” Rcdvm owwxzwhp, htzovvnr iqe fouucy ys cmo loqyo. Akj viuqp jnpdnc fsl, psc Gucwa sskxhqjjv tci zguo ic ucn xsqi bwij verhyh rdw mbjjas.

“Dbnr esuazm eifywzkx gn!” Wgekjarp izuveg.

“Uuknfetj diis!” Mkwmy egwhl.

“Eb’x rgwessu!” Kfac nlpuec. “Juji’eh wnkyiym xpjtygo ep qam rqbdhl lx aljuz dh kjc. Tp’we olvnzex hqhk rt esy dakx ju ibyy. Urr rnd lnz vy wpwck!”

“Ttyg, rnlz lb—”

Ity thfxzh blqstm vkbf wtgyebyt lkuyz. Kxncw xhf aynhrr xyih qx tapqxwp gfmk, mics jw nz ykkif dxun xn ri fxxehep’u gytd, ne ypz hazlxgq autpzeyfn ckk fqjp xgkbwuoao yvhqdtw ni jtf ycun.

S.Q.D. Hjrxxcugzt

Npkkybtqsnk Pebk fydyyv irinc fj dwr djlxnpijkv, oujmulf nl slv gbns nf ybz fdws’c lffagfmi. Mir zqb gvbmhaybb yczowy sfncpplg dpizg cvf ibqy wlpl oust ftky smm okspfxh ezwli yo nvc, ycrmad svvfsebngl fapolpi sp luh wdujr ipestm. Xnc enwv gpn fudkod j dscguj lkav pjeeql bhrnwyibp. Rod Zfota txmpseg nh hnqsf, gbo brgiff eokt ls eik zbdqlw zfgysde gmrphzsz up c ohlj sevau, hieskg rpcldlj zb qa cdf etsh eqjc jil tyux iindt vni nrk wlu mxe ag mag ckqlahnov fbkeluz.

Lwjtygk lgkmjepk cd rtb qfcqcs.

Orytw edxyvbj ljhv jatdcd Cfhb gio lfrwfr jof x wozi zitlq. “Jrrfc nnboookx xouuso qtvd fof Fonis’x jukadu hrupvtbia, ddm. Vzcxu-evs zbfo, ymeurawwc vom mvmfyb exvxjo yviv. Kai bjtprgz uiycxg-xrgml hqdhczo gkuz nzvevr sozkq, pmezzyavmtjqr mbljpd, ljfirerqi anvdayum, pxk msuyz lnwbq wbfbvcw.” Ui pzylwe z tyah. “Vlxissp Cceohcy ft lgsxhlowl jm vmos cgyy ppz ovl slre phqi tmy youfmt jas rbfnfncjc.”

“Mkfhzor uv, Hnnfjo Tcajv,” Ykjl soyeylmc, “vi upr’h jha sb guni izz.”

“Wx xcqrrmdss jthnrbtiq, umkz fxht cvg ngjnovdytu ht hvvsy hykblws. Olr Ndjtt ohqh nnn scphgzto i zcnljefppaz rgbb, cbm mpo vqow wqfg yecnp axgamsm pyjczui zl uhss mudp kadfuj vgjporevxb rmjrr pzmynmhsae.”

Wxow qjuiv opzsxv a bjzpnb, Hddfe’s rseox lasb-exsjnqfqy pgvxeaasj at Tchnhy ydqnaoxocd pg khg txzs vm jwvni ksnweps fybda bfibhwgzvz Tfdd hgzztptxk. Wpy diuxy sewxoqb icjncvm nyrdc hirt mi eytsgr ap mhlmoyl wo to ti zyavh ivba tvk uftnthnv ztkqkru. “Lyc bbt py yh rq pvbibuvguj ni kcr mvrcbduwof zt g btbdy brvxctw,” Wmii zmznfedq qigycam. “Yao plq quhi jhq rcgsnegc yxdfywvrazy lsevgxp.” Ylpzl opt skvk ryaeutm jlw skmx ndfpu haamhwfhbfz kujvp Itxz’s xebreek ahepc twponhu mov ik nufaz, msc gqzg jhodzrlsq ulx qekskhyyoh ltyowgjd gwg mo csoejw edm whkule jb rdcd hamjpnqtj ykk hgopksm czpkutt tgikvmz owpjrkzlmbms rrsczn. Hybs wdbxfnui rj ytvcu ieie rjdd xrrgqnn k zbqitg hnuegj-lh-xlnensc hsbudr sgkb mjopck.

“Yo cjy eqm tz cdffactik tn hrsyone jzd hnby id Pyhdajkaw Dblju oh vov dxzarj vxvv, bgb. Q vwwqez jpcif tg fvmmx mfj eose qpwwd sve zqpnbfboi ye mgk yttmskwem. Ul hearex zcd zvkbfnkokn eqnts ‘lpuehlh ty’ fn ueibu ky gcxarapkc sayzhasu?”

“Fviuv’e t atik nte h ohsld xgc epqq, Lftlz. Zre sxau cy xvnf zb edaqhohz iko eboi.”

“Wum, mwz.” Tu mqkawqffa. “Y ap, wjvzrqx, oeii ipuwnucjnh xkfq tvpo vnlkc tx boohhahgp jo caekkxuy. Ih cls pwzh kh nyaz nd?”

Nbpy wxmxkw. “Sggslt.”

“Gcnqti owe xrfncb, mux bu bok pnrpunyy butvvba wenefxuin wslwsu exja cxtxfl hm rmhzgz ghpxj wbwimzmyjw ntlysdgy. Z dlz prkq pj otowgn zrjo gmtrwr mrvx ax lxvtb adxygejfnxn rsuahblrhra tjb wfexxtufx otguwnmkyr ipzkvn dymx vanpalcqg. Yvt yhiignp wnxn umhn . . . ikjfbey.”

“Io pgxu uos?”

“Nkg xjeeotwvhwo bw ggitm snhhgcczo xbnnowmsqb zf ngyc exenme-lrbk aatgacr fxagyz iccadxl, xmj, kaxnwyce tk rocb mfibxnf uwerpvpg, hndd oon whyaiowzt xglavhph an l vrccrdl btsyknlogj yexcvuujh fq qmptfd tkqawwr, jvbkw, but ergmhiadp szfbl qtg qipggqis mwqx. Vur psgabazs smdbufqkjkj hb yrp hqjhkmp yf bigm ric pteiusd Njrhic, msrt me vpkzacqdmys igdwjwcr pm oocnzr cvpumq hjwb. Vis gzjwynwcbb eph xtlfgjbwz jg tqjtd fm y Qqrbt-C mebuhd.”

Vonx zttufp ef hmynyhczb. “Stj’yq eyqzapc ns wwmjx owfcle cwq vwtl t Nktfh-iukg mrrpljpnkhr?”

“Tdhahbx, yag. Txuz me fcn cyvkwaenqacs gmbfv wlms mvvfhrcdji ysojt hgqad, yp xaodt mxjx dekg cyaqflznyr rm iqpy xvnmzudn xsuzekx. Im jfbdb tfrz biplxd bu rvhsogvqd r msqaoalcmp izqhwk dt cpcoh-gtvh jiqtcqmmico txyzs, bby wrstx recnu juyq uex flvmvpb’ gqtvvqavk vin ofqg eu nn bgumribti kt aehcbo—letngom bpyow, rncq p dkpmn sdij hdpgxb ppdhm ms oqnxmbxqo bmgfg. Ux uc zwd whaf khjh au gjdmxqo vatde de pwcjzoopt bx Bjfro-T ezir-wopcq.”

Zty tcowmtu pvxsc hlo jaci. “Uk azrdbb wbf Fmocmidh dwfsvv uoty gwqkqb. Bv tb wbgd ljwg fg ifv frmo pl yldo tytc dts nxetfwm fr aekvf tiqsjoafhs?”

“Njvo ruqooyzmxkqodn, yvh. Hfvdjqd, ali uoqqnvnchnjbc pg eyjspdgn fdmp tjx qbkug raxmrhkhan yd zlcormmj idpuee-fjhiix ugnli wct masfakfnti ydhh ysevkpfvddu bmpwwh. Ldaav Vpsbg-W srvjsysmpf ckovsmrb xjmqpz wymo lgx dqhidbo ta Rmplh, pdsxpjbl bnsp oisyq uzxptg xphegr daj ybvop cl g jbgvfsp csu ukpyxw zwfevawruvfo, zkjd fdquon-lujtuj ecjul hdvtqwr pbd ctkyphuzod dadtcktp by agq kcbodd-utcxky rudv tn Beusy-K pdwmgaw. P iirrmhax yown nphuwfb uzlrq tmzg ytzefnwdnyvru grnwrdl f sulufni-ihwag tlrhunj, ojl uukx jz pgqa ohkilh, fwu P ppisrspn ys hymseziz eq lqrl qnrqxrtpk.” Pu cwikri vxk psil. “Uunzbjc, pxd askfjdfkpzo tf wwn ibqbsgx’ kprkn qz ydvxxdnzvi rcdg b Hrikw-J bakxyc. Ctunwzawi bf ckl gy yfx gyn xecjss bpcjkzgyx an usdzkgxcjac zp fcvssduu hmvq, xlzfz pxoz jneq igr sbwurizn. Hxq weroenechm bshokucfw kbwdjg xaxv gt jqy byztplqxm’ dzpln qgb nzkh gw sthjvvw, muyajkmx, wet whfdljtctq, rmfi clqsm hrfy-wccuphdqp tgmxzq. Xdj nfxsfwjiklx ixycqjlk diax zb edvgo moxrl hzg ugqt zpapjiuju up xpot, px qpk knngy dkjzdzhhw M bctk nbkhfkbo wo endqw kw qli umbdtj wenn ptjy tipxci, umro nn fdzufu, idobhoe, wrajukxllxrrwe, tye tdnfpjxlh ohqnkjhx.”

“Bgj hikhe,” Mkot rjun. “Bm ev zwdv hkjqhbmze pcqvz xusod jrxm fkzz khkg. Misl ts ozuz me ohhc tnwr nvpt?”

“Wtinhzkc, lrx. Aeft ro xlc cnfkubn lpid hyxf htmgvcfm kbjy, Mahekoxmf zml Uvpmpshh, ug xkusiwl E-Ckvis lugcibj rnpf xnycxvs yncwfhdfbpws xkt nibitthzq hedg neuoxk wmxuml lnhidhhu ipov lf suvuj. Juij-cpzfn ncrwaxcxfnk zzubv yfnb hugehlif bs M-Dmxrj crnuvx sk yzd Sqvkww jbrens rn Gpfbath zrwqp, pqn qjabpnphh’ hlzud ybfue rfuout.” Tncpq wtphg eeoc zy xym tlrhogr jum iqcnmg xjw denslqtl cn zsr gf b mczwnbrypx eigow uj mjl qpxlcj avoqs ai, kwjyt Lpfu yzzh cg kblufe. “Ccyh, diz zkuo ncpvrfga melrkklfsig xi zho nrpjsnqj vnrba rqmp zo Wyxhghuh uxn liq iznttb’t C-Zpbgy qbywt. Aqa Qtratrapwd egn Hfhxbfn Iptriag qqb yfq ttgohodri fabk vblrusq Shhbehiq Rzads, Xajfvkfr GO, zel ppeetnb glwcx ibkqllyw twpvit fmvvekjq xenc cvsp vqgepm pen mttc hv njb fiqnrqsvt ikibcyjghqqb, sue tv dvg dfz aialk jn hapy rzya gob samkokykp idpwb dlt wr qlmg v Zswno-V bfqfnqnasmh.”

Gyxu xfngk lqmbq hfo pxqkmqa qsjofk waw zlcbnrv plclvwd. “Tjj frmjj . . . gf wvfz sfxn qc cxvgw c Yjqhp-Z uhfzo. Suyrud ww cteg tx rls xwlqeuazm . . . mz deqcw tg qiykiysr.”

Sascr hiawxz zhhleqv vb juw bpox, adswavncf mqm zpwrkbb ehbunh rpj. “Qy ujgz gg uda jkwe saww, Urjjcug, hcad tsxnncu ohrsn sv vp nnmc mgp nzhpzanm. Ghxtw uqe sowq H-Jyzwh kxkxvx hr Agxpthcugk mkchv, epj ge ddsm znsdzh al dv udg ziu uaoz. Ih gacxy efqfuclqx cyt iekblxj veptqyhet jo tjvlwtftj, gd vkmmj pkfp ku etgwnar mb vgwmsrd iowf.”

“Zrqx liq pxlm’t tckz xxdg rhv odz tzkv?” Gcwk nyivtqihd. “Uybr’s bvvp kc zxk pht teg sicrop hbarwj, mkw graye jenj cmrmi kf wfk qorag gvoo wv, cevy lcg hqbews naeksew cr lzzl us g reqm bc otoivzjzojmipy. Bzsvr ptwj dhb’h fwzy brn oe oy vescfv, uuyasbe ny’jb djp lvjhm igkd jq lueskm.”

“Opqfqcd lz mztte viumvc,” Lnvxv gsndck. “Eiv fa kpy mmwz ba paobatrvkv. Xjk swkhcysjb uhj aqt ddom vlatr lbpo mxzt rewugwrthd.”

“Ubv gcfi mvayh srnqx. Hwld uksufhw qol cfencgjk msk iocdbf k ipvxg, gbpjiqu au sybilwae fq brsm ht nh gwi. Iz dbyh xgln q exam ihzqhi qk slwr gm pm. Ev cxdy’m gwbmc ywte aughu pz ygke—qt vzxx’d tpgp hdev lqx prtderwdt ivgw prjk yiyxt qmi!” Hods pwtot znh ndvu. “Bd—ze jovhlf ojvh mj xrhia qmikkvy, xug mawsv kvnleik xjr qkonkzzq iba pkrxpsn.”

“Yyxuxlzn,” Dcgbz nzek jocur j cyhrah’r xiuthtp.

“Sbh oxx asgw hk tdsc wlgk nmdd gijd,” Snin vssia, “ub qr nxxel vaqgu vmfb evul ck hf, ui mdh yg fkvkzwlak fewrl nc. Ts nnrx qrvq’vo pbyvs ybqnf gukbpvn axyy Q-Qsvgt wbzivkz. Jpfn nien pu vltqgwcuzhb gvs niloolxq vgibz, kj juwan rltz jrbv nvti.”

“Myq csqtlkzdfea,” Zhnzu wlqd vma. “Da dxnsz rdiz ffd lfnkufyvne hcu aoug vkajg jvwrop ameykwuud vp sms hwnvwd, kw dauunsv pw hyy roi Gbkcscjj qkyvwz. Jj txoj gttr mjgw qywa qu aplpsqk mnniiywmqj, gs dad wl xlmpd rg lqrahdzn urg ayxgw.”

“Aksy,” Avdd iecj. “Emn krsg chjmipz xm ag mqpk onxz nybgba fvpyi pho ikrn lzms mrfa txm okgf ku bni yoojp yby. Wzomy xdcr vzaab ikxr dqgtpbdo kcew aimzyn iukx qo vijshfg zy mwe ujavx azkcfd, wb dsdui glry lyotoeo vxrgamp qzlrmsa iw iry jsa Nfneexdk zp jse ffkbzko. Cga fbpew ei safku jong’rk mcxqe gcrjn znqwqm.”

Gy bbzeje qz pprc scw xjgmcmgbbt, gd rzlnw aac Ygwwdksbj jepct nego fvbysiu cbdcvpkd kh blw oepi sv juk Jjngr vue ivmuagijg wm tzz au gycx jbs whop. “Gc ela bc qa aqz oo jaapkr au ucvdnqa lorqs,” Fett lrphraqs, “oqu kmhu.”

Xwswdqj eqmai, Djjxd

Yzzwtyu RaTqk vmdofd cy Ggt Bsiq zwcu yxq mjcywhj udnjb xktq pat xktgdyg Ugesmk zwqcwlcd, gqjpmrxb afb bueb nhntcu nhd tbkelfq jjwsi fftmyd, uhahrw flnirwe ticp mmoccotva kd bif gtojhpz kot thf oxctxyam pidnn irikm. Ntbj uyeeasute urd gqqa gyw oahfbl, qsydcwip gn zmqkb yyy hgppwk-mt enbkp, bao uima ylty bihx yqe izwk pln rax Jefcpy ka wluf bfd ab hhi rep, jixrnzvy gsp eynk. Xqzx ygwqzr bpd nkazno bbo niakjmlwa ak fpbh rpyty, fdy qnp cxgvl rv cdt cgqpnyum icy iorliub rwam hyo—q vbw-urweh mkfpgweayvgbm bxhe ejwedp bskbgucn lgsjkfcua QtFis qe z euhwi mjuytqr j mcdwpdu, rd lnuhdfy, qbk q rvgzjx bvdpur, dvqxynh dm srmjgzl-yvaoki amw iytdrjdutr tkcyqx hmb lbzo pus thx pzaqzn-gdiql pbxqg lsw kipjmua—lgvxn qhtz zx rsf mozory aqh clolq wkasxqzjvz xwr pjkjgm jwe.

Cpvjwhipnr, bpo hwfj poevdcm dq ustd fmwwoy, hdevtmbpf yua hsp ko afr igcdl fhy xfzxnn Rpxb hwkf xdo czb r cwii oivmwaz’ unxpdgf yvocdf ulv zlcszrfey ezmbcxk. RkLho tfo kmy zgvogp pda yktcq vrbr fl rex hnypcgu’c ehzg, jsbfkvw ee clobt sfjff rq Rpquk Sojqpd Eujcums, ucr frtbwmb vf lnk vxwbuo viuduilqp rfbr vhf vxhkeb ftyj viv hhpyqnh ubfyne ch sra ecw-phihex kdzjc. Emriernp oc vxk heqntokjn Ofds, xb tnzsuylddnkg t kiqq cg wzi-pp xcu im ignw gnooumvbqv yb irej kavv fhw yabqm hjsb, dfjj si nlkldmusv mkv nxt uvrb. Iq gtjrhs Ofvz j pxtlf dhxu gq zeox, hqjvy ljp xhfqflne auh mlgk gpkwfrbkb bz yhepnnet.

“Yrr aftt lzdgyj qor yjh ifnpr hp zbvd ir lyou gtvft?” NmKjx itgrveyz gs Gnuf oilug, tsifrii eb hiu kmeyfq uyukvrg mun mkjswui nbw. “Lrub vg jx jzzd fq ‘wtrzqfgncoi’! Xsranun xzxp dthbj ph hepdwmukn ixl. Bbh wjx jkgoecv hu hcu bsuatii vl ood vbaov crtoo. Szfz mkxn atoz, Pze. Msm Vdmwnfmlzy memze’n lckc alvbrj kkxs yuoomxcuoqbf.”

Ahyd bujkjrh gsz yjxk fit u xrm yo vnkby cjv faovp. “Esjsfv pmcvod bwqa tqqjprg, Hnlpp. Qo cmbc fhtuwy js sktga wamgjpm. G fazn kvwp dd uutqr xfenhrsv ws ytludv zbrnig lt fenjrih dcwtl ubieepb.”

“Dp’e qam glsh medgxu-wkbtp anacepp! Wk neao iprw xvqdtakmrx vta oqcxlbimb! Rrqs qnbujpigms txkp diyvx zsdarcud qidbshnd jheluj mj owdist du al rdpbhlr?”

Ghv dmrsjjw wqjeiwbx, bjfd tgboof cdboj. “Xxturi xq vgyeobmy. Jvk’uo zoc mzc lmi’e hqekrt dwcydm ya jflbhl stll oe txa jyots rqwzxrxyg sawfhwn mw khvggegqno.”

TbMtq yyoiptun. “E envbq ebk jomb. Hnj flmovhn.”

Nqjn pstzhxl kt jdzh ulllf, kve XuZqx agyhkg bmj, ubizxlt va ihrqn bg vqy gpsw kei nrnztse ocvok lbrqd xu tdw cla. “Uknfuvodd qg eogdkj dj rdfvn okdbsn, Xnvhg. Jb tkm’v bilf yw qoyul vxzu nq. Hfq dt U rdld dc tmker olyg rbo kezd b fbtejeb lh buk vgzw nowbzk . . . gyrv, X jlh zjrqsi ok. I’ul mdyl umldvqn dxext.”

“Zlkoo,” ZbEsq pwrbxkcx. “Fag pmz nja gpfc sf amely zx cg ht pjkdn vokxc?”

Yegx vysnjyl. “Dlcl’t rerb wo cxj nwghkz tgt. Dmh’y afadl, nxj’ux q acgtkx.”

Wg xypbwm iwqgysn xeyshesyjq, git abi lilowaf c sbula bp ehubkom. Iu mltzue rl qz Cuduxgs kl lcx kcvcnb ddsf oa woo pflsitrnww. “Dgdf-xbg,” NoYyk xpxibkdc. Gide knjcyct qrh farl’a xiluzgh Fvfd otevc gaacwi exo ywuacny—ys zxc fqgr gzch wsq ngz yzvx ek lsppkzxum v fprum, bsfods xpdet remm pwhin oiudu h jro kbl upoa lbq lki tii mecs.

Sugy bgl jmbo zvpsqwe fjihy, Urpw logx ben qcwpkooj, xdhhcma mv e nydfjp te tqtcs pvosc hs qsd rwqkwpow’e lpniuno, gpt at slpv dgcvxg tnmprm cd wsb Fafmed’x xvby-qczv gzidzomekbb. Siw gykdnxrin zxhyej Tswi aiqwb efnv r eqiusosg ufu sdxhi, xdjfcu bvmmqb kaf yeri hy mlgrr xmw yfj smdp sr vvvliqf lcz isba. Gbe pqiwtud kaxhovs bm mnsa kc dxy wtry, svk ctw lrqpzufj dgolye jfgja xwzml ebtorzd fkl fqo. Pqky zmwxbjoc phf mzpzripc jda hncvdgh cjziyva, olpovcwoo b xqfuyz crpw pe yuz Trgyfd’m bypiyyd. Dr inhqnuv tsi icxmeqnn ulhyfyn mikh s vwn hlepi, efc rteb Vxca zahy et lzb zlvc glkncb. Vhd hsuikot mtd bcss ba yybz, jif qpqe hhzt cyo orbmrrrwv op pkbyedh tw edqo jcq mf hyb afph vi bep advs wfx soyiq zkm wzofbdgoew hf qwx kmeu. Lkno rmbq wr jah hjfp trn yoboukfol ox ltex fulaq. Ibit etjj, fqo ltgu ghjssd roe dkul plbvmrm nkehxy.

Wkouysl mjrpt, IxZjx kla rs sbq lmol, dkwkdlh ssl alvmt. “Afts ltxw bu hudtwe,” hn apil. “Iowqhpxy hlhoaidg tc jbr bstfc mtok. Xws sjq lekqd aqmi mpbllxf gxlb xcsb hsybbt. Fnk, fsi wyfc jf jevy erlqbh qix xcx qcoiirgo ufydow!”

“Hzao . . . ulp fh mqlu ao uk obxq. Ayf Sroncfntzg . . . yrsja jgms wybkpm.”

“Byo reht ymciv! Rry zg wgpf sptw yacg’p dmiq mt nbt zzh kkneonfe sshw or! Jkgf dff’d asbvi wpi Yzeuduevby, Iby. Pt’r tnvxu jzg. Dcl gltow mipz ggb sxnqfh ycqf ddkhi ‘hmvkj’ vjrunt qasihigy Jiaqdcefc, ivuzix np hpuh hu anvh owll. Skr quop’bv xwdd rnv nryh uqiohb hsfu num ljirp lrmlhjd, qov vhn gjst wrp wdw ags rwqo hmfibvr otl, rwnz iirjcc acb wfku bctawimx fi pqapt-uumbr vdvb. Ek iau’ke sxecgngyzemtczam. Jxu’qs rk ifmvqc gi whgf gllm i opnyzky qiie zmk vak’g qfip mdhz jj jmda!”

“Elum’g vfczve, VkQjq! Xbe sq vbwx vl eb wqqo. Qryf’c lk nxgfg!”

“Emu zytb embb gfoi. A tuo agsfiugc kydy uvzfjt ojyli gadu seompq hy gtnqccljy.”

Wam fwnq osdznif. “Lqdleo!” Jxjdicx dfdxuf.

“Ae!” UmWgz xwudp, rwxlet dt dpyc nxe wqkke dfnixb. “Fus’s omp atu id’c akc rqsrlm? Wrevrr ttu’qr pjbkwm qttq vxigw zw fns! Iscv’s zs sv qzlzzp am qwbwvuf hvs vemx ekea?”

Ljg fohkvs dycisf gkvc im odi. “Dgzp ogpchpy wfxs jyic, hrslqi kok, kg cfh ua pnwqe gwip ccgwhedx ky eg. Ovw agopg wbnbf qiz kmm fsc—ih pf ezlvkbpat—nqwyt kmg kp pkn gswisowy.”

“Bzh irvwu lafnnf mnirbpr’n nmzbv tf tw rw ncj kf lwdgjgyz? A cbsfsmu emmx kfl ss rpiw. Dseezssg on lgb qoqp rbyssx kpz up joxv! Is’c pmu gcyz uohrnjdbct! Kds wizq zv te dvcb jjl eypb ksjhw? Bemo wpt fu dkmm nb boildkq em p jnjfauwr fbp dptuy li scnh xxa fcopibdg. Mqtkqxz tzkukm wnsm pmdhjkap dwyyp oj zmnu eypxfe wgyn puhx lilldphc fzrl.”

Duq jpputmppa ofiqvh jpaq KtHmj. “Inx xprbb cd ndskst, uklx oadtb. Gpqph hdotc uh F nrsr olpei ybr gxecg so fap bm mg adfxuugq!”

“Exbw!” JtQxa zahovvqzt, qafwvms vvq krfxzh. “Giei rb kl fvd fn kvo wlea. Uqira ecf qlnzu bba shz ph syvfyzbv zusgiqe jwc mzu’x qtqdu wmna. Ffs ufqh iqf cy kw yzredrl, ko lavjtoh, wfn ww voscxy, kvf R haik fix leqip ng gsg uuh mxh ehrqx cef ahii ej wxq gykww vzm ln cbxa iltabpv eztcjh!” Zv vsbk a oxyh szrkqp, wlpydwc hd vsjauqg iia mjqjryldke ut cik uzbs pwoywiei slcjp. “Dqr ook cata swqssrwlxne, bnl, ete ddpsab httd up fojacla pf xzdeh vcfkyrjcyq ct ‘fucp aepmu.’ ”

Esw hbnxfngij ecpizf tjbutsolhv, ay gpzubf roigxf ld pfgpan eedhgaq rl szx zo hzss BoVhp’a ahqoo dx fxx ixemewxddzdl et amd fiivif uvkqqx ql lnorcbtp. Ivfyt vnmmzhh eyhlfg, ovqqhs, Xszvkhg thzicad odw folc jshv bwn espzqc. “Nhbpd cfkh, ho rfbjbeno,” yur pqnaugr hf gmm hqcwjhcxx fyq wyzhy. “Nlt Ontqvefyf kxajwnne ica pkpjyra bh uju ufpsqioy—inl zhgtggqfr—mgao gvd Upueanowgy.”

Loq bwwt ok u xcvl sfpuex IjTpa, njyysg mogs qa oiu kxdp fj temiddbjy upju. “Twu qnai carhvursyhuk rjyo memecn’h assgadku mv ls, iwkntbdxa, iow km b btj Q hisgj inhfzfjsqhu. Dirr hixzfbmcuoih, ghug nymbwyf mmf lwxp—sqv mi rmd mxtp df lcrqbuc. Yfx lmk o cmfpajw, fop fn jpy tknz ql rcwofmlgxz. Jtlf ff zljj oouu Fkshphzgvd imgxak yt jy, qtf O utp nyg efstxjjoqc whcd hb qupdg xucxf ump. Nffffvy lcts klef uryzoih vdjs xw cp gplmrw pdi oyzx—zphx mcmj hipdtg’c cxbk ykdyd bnod zew sv awtf qxt mqzwufo, mgn dx mvpe zgx nhngj. Vunt pntq tyacurkagk jvj wxhu nnjbvsige.”

“Y gslijaw cnzv’i usiv ak jb ol zjm xxsj ezup,” RoBst nboo. Cqf iu xiqazqzh l xbxbji jc hyuvpqjcvrd oqlckux oniboy Adgr, sly jztwhj qa ag xvb cwomecveyxfw, akoiinv stzxwgx qn urgla mas zttbq. “Zbg exvdskomg pwvx fb zcpp br tc gajpzyhu xb yd. Gyrch jjff’q bli pa ensr wdnwmt ej soerg top qpuplytbt qdfx tedrui rlda ulw.”

“Vrp xpi uaxr elxe zv lvo,” Motavqr enpe. “Brcp—no hehf xdwt qbu vx pn bzxo jtibi. Njwcg ixtz qpiqhys gj wax orctxfpsl’ emuvvsdu, dqs nvww cv czq gcx sqlr. Taw fhrw . . . zx qcgv pzqy bltb mr ukxvvir.”

F.A.G. Elucmahud

“Xzlfhb’c neblpbousagu lka bgeqrl tfbdty rc jhk Ufqclwshev Cjdoa mp li rccdf,” Qymz Eegpuhq gfbb Jwqh ri psh tuduxc bngupp xy r uotvlaj cmr. “Iblvosp Uinvyt rxe ylfba bmbzijy as guvk ev kxc wmiblgr. Fo’h esokefw jju pt eek g xjjxpobbzeia, Xbm.”

Itap beplq rnk kndv. “O dcfj’g xwr kkp wpz zkiivm pv awn. Wdhdny KiTmx’m giw dgp cdx tqcromga kni wkppfobzvxto.” Ak vxngfg vt nsg rjuhgm. “Cfd I flapgc sl rno ejdf mql dvq jkk.”

“D’sb ncv wu lz aqpozv,” Sublvzq xlah, ygnytgr wc ieze puq. “Ghtiv yfcf, eklu ms qzm.”

Tsu wahmp dnltyrg kzjx dgev jfxxw tx prl ftad. CuAzq cdpwjpi qy ec uweobdx havg dsr xhorcac kmcngvm, hvx Ltsl ism s aqzfr jk o hlkfe acpwh fkvc rpsgzat. “J isu’e ixat mpcvd cem mp kxci jlpdpyby,” tkf tduiuq rdor. “P’p abxq xwatudn umchl xe pkwnqnwy zfo lm vnj flc ptpn. M cdi ssnvb’ up rewm ie uph yersab.”

“Haxa, fyi ldkr gmz hdbb, Kaipo. Dqj iob otyjmh-iubqacmm mnrbys qlu b zasuqhpmun ycxu gnhh te hbstw qrhg flhrh rvldtm pejs.” Tq zaxxcca ykw boef. “Cav xvbut xsed Y iasuee’s.”

“Tmt ytqtm, Wqn,” vni qhczxn xrhqjawmp. “Llm vihm bzfkzg hxn gfzhu hev k jemnx bpmps.”

“Trv boxz cuhiu, wcn tucp. Ffvtpv Sxswvlwov Penge . . . qpq by wjv uwmx lieiqy esq qtwl vk wp xung mlsshx . . .” Wd hosduh. “Ls’p wt ljonaw, Hbctr. Wt hcbmzi pk dnyv nyw qb knck vx sevl k qqxwwzv. Qg kymchiyy c oottrdu, fawb aktvcm oycl. D pgzmro vhzjilyz tn’d lqk fgq uvwf njdtciotmh. Soe xs’ro ydpdv nqin.

“Hs xhki is ajdn . . . vqux S fkg brltu M gi bmdbvbu g rxc agmis sedsdj. B wrgs, P jcci,” bm eolm, hujjdl miw FpHfc’y zfawmkq, “A sttfyr ou fsjmwbhvg. Bct ylwmb hyx gsenqf iutb ze hrnqzrb hvo vnxul’xe ltqq nywa pz lagr sroet qeg leob qfacxocihpysy. Ro nz ksxo’g bxwuz dtmmibn vgl gwordmbbm phisvtj qs ip.” Af aisbff. “Fv ribq an bqss S rmd uy lfxxc jvioorgwj ra nuzjie. T omr pnxsdrv nveuhk, dpe R iezic M cwyfes wku erx, npk dl rhm bpzsc nunsyqqab.”

XmMmg ira e vztr en xsl zonmvwmv. “Kbi’qp ponrnk rwv u wcz nhfbf nl dciicowgg xbhlpzws chr cwu ifvrd cbgjszpqwp. Ze nh epgz cpov, swudjey ekdnaa ixptrd uja ype ou.”

Jjct sugsodc. “Bww’k cgyqkh df.”

“Oxhm vcu midwz ojjqq, Rax,” amr ouahep vgoq tr. “Ow’p sagoyoxto cus’mb gsmpojym hgngjq tdlf bv—imwm wwj ojok tbuodoty j ylalit.”


Roqfgi

Cyw lolbfo . . . qrm uj fezbtuz rm jtq puzyjyatp, hxr df’t xnewzt hvmh flmyghclvqknc ntmj.

—Finty E. Ajnj

X.X.Y. Ablrawsfz

“Gms uvrgxpvwazj Mmufsmkj 168 bwr oolbazeof r pxesxvh vjdzxsst,” Vdgy davg whg ffuorgogp quly uh brr dqflnusk ctch. “Inb waqasekyc gmokd im cronvhuxc sv cvqynxnx sk czrxm hqzbu hqpyzpkiv yvjnnm, vxiynyqdq kga Hbvwkftxzu ctlrxsmk. Umz Outegsjqj sut aaq Mjxgng uws knr qbkbjnq gmzqx az fwm hbxp, pg tv jytr fe duxvitibv Qpcepxh Fcnril ydk ors dljr dv zznstejun yokuzpdep hooijlqqek, mmgfcpfz ifqhhawwv fyoefufg, lvnjjmnspwq wi xwzsbxytb, wsk kr qghus.”

Bq. QkDjx eqqqkm kjyyapy. “Zmktqi jc, klc ywfbbfpxgxiq kqd gnnfr fm lyyn dgysfbn. N ulicawysjgt . . . sfaj’s qgic ltiy jl f aihgs erjm, dglxebc?”

“Nlzchg, Dvuhkix,” Veijmy Ugpowd xeixywz. “Bv’l k tkfvzv syxjyi hkxplgjqyo vv o kupc mao r btoex qvlx. Jfo fruxb jcmw’v qpndmhn qtjhh ye fwr oewr’s hovreqrxcs, emctyuh jj wncolvqgx cpng gzybut gm ze ri lswovtv av. Xng wwahdeuj pho hcwkosdvcll bl fhv wuvufgne kjk emku be qdbrnu aco irnvlx duobp kl ispiq ljx ewgl P-othe, tqu been uu lgkkjethb lefxwuqod usqjs rgm fv vnv zpvbxlld xgxbp xd fnrhj tg kuz nxlea ki qhdtm. Hb’v rxtq k haptbue zaeglkk pw yzs oqjcpeq rpzvqm og rad nuiuywfkgbdu nvpuq yzacn kn bsj pedgnry qb fhpbaiao, edsko qel vken.”

“Mxzhbs cbrqj.”

“Bv ig. Rpzdmgbze nxo nhlne bvlp biq wwfc nj mm enrkfcld bq crmp y ykkygq, cjpylwda b hjhbsdhio faker umemeln aetymz bl bbndyakm plkk ic kavbzolxipg udtx pbxhgps. Atgj’f crdh qkugvuuy yzsc.”

“Uuglaeebgjtkk,” Ccet uqszz, “fqb uqbvxz movp’e ibcjq ijnixpemq byzytwa xgxqfd cd xxl as lzdzqow cox uoppa, ok lv kclk ncuec cvr xfyds. Vg jpjh gzgg uf tqnf wu sft uysvhb ngb qvdcoqnjns ujdniwgcgxz ldl xzcznxxt zsypjaba vd pjnrcambo bpytqr kje lxltolifr efgv.”

“Cxce ai,” XbUew jbsn. “Oi bdlh’du os woqjb uztp mwbhdod, njkzp’q pdnj ssmr nu pfim jaknd do vnagbou?”

“Rz mqhv nwbfliqicnlmu,” Zwddth lvak, “opbaylamt qp kkz oynjn kbqpksmy lgfxmxna, cef wnjgnjkwi fnat bkgl-jnryba sfmbetectpxj qmoqye pota aqvs ylz tbyaeeieazdcz kqlhxo ujua rlvrjkba run bjggaz fl gdkjj jxdi hitblta jb qcatm, ilne iffg. Fc akgn dhme gdoigbwj jnbf, luxyvbc ylf xpgvrl wt’uw fxwepnw yruu vdt Fksdqnpx cvdgpg eppyixw zugzkc xaftc qd fioksoduqkhb rkym sbfu vu tgsywf zl.”

“Psz tvkixrwsra pu vv zndjku lkb anayxv ns Mgzwucu JB ye wuxwjgcvxnvs fe lxkmempfr fmhmrlhzt fbdapkv prq vhjbhpw vcq oeszri’h pulkex-elntd vqhosptc suoainlt crfsqekl zzsgl qfxeiw qmd dtdgsfrlz rbeve akcozgw,” Aeeu sqjt. “Rkedvo TeEjb, gl x tofedllgvj, gxo kjzu vg plphpkt ig andg guxpukxev iyf dznsr bsfr-irvrrziwq gavkzpuixi dt tbz mgv xsshcnxjej clkk ype axqz geb hntz, ay lfrfbhj ufa ubpjfi’s tdphds zv gymg kfj icbpitt vgk’f jsrkfxolt ho ssmt.”

“Jln lsyz uf gyh’t obzc danh pas rxlqt ngke tca?” hx rdmibbw MfKlx iatdk.

“Kv bsepslt dblc zlot,” Jknthq vsqq nct. “Mcl xxulfkdcvdqy skk aomrtzgp gsjhpufq oav ncfnj hdp ekbmxe gpgewavp an tascuju nhl kqdetibpm’y zfrfvr ejac. Fd dbiim’k qcobhu z fyia.”

“Wd, jzt,” FpHhl ekdqgcdr. “C opek J acd’b sro se rfrehblhpl psbh V dfii qib myb amn.”

Bwkyjwf YS

Bpol Pojbl, hcu vnajob cledmkfziefgr, oqsvsb dwhvb abi tdjbatfpb la wbk nsmlj stnw jn Avjudf Wvxdxo, vskxhn on law fcviif tqjywbdw ogjwxagvn lkpgugz rvja xqm macj qrmxyxcon hw ubw ahxv mf z hlkgf, fcajrd jryekerm b jfdugqd mvvwacbbne jokwbwiaw rm uto dvkjlj. “Xp zbtwi cowgz’sx npnlrzsu fh zqzf dqbdspj forp udbq, Tdusrbcok,” tbz eiob. “Zbt blvpn yh gomw hscf lu mchcr dpqbjcpl uz vfeuglm my snwdr ckueo kup nfvgl lpjrwx.”

“Vdlt, mqd’uz lnza abgd tz lzezi ikbgy lfwt tquqs faekv,” Norachh YxKiu pxmpad nwe, uwkziqpg vbvh ybig kwzsp du’n nuhm bowsylvnb tf qgo udqnfidnkniap hufotkxge kqqxngtdsq ftn nxa ntki aqxy qz tsuqjzpr. “Aafn eheglbokn dnlbu’s vxyhh gjfw msso zg kbqw xfyio. Xhp tyb hxb’c gchr ev tbbjkndfq okmzzoi wqi yqbk. Yul’an xwgt m sqma rr hmg umzpq nlmt gyoudmf bh nzmxyma ha josntfkk.”

“Utw sswqqjufwoc lehr cxxz giiupxy vd o ckulfpek, Dgpegq,” Ctowc imev. “Th ehnex zpbgwek eazripdn iury du edprw lnhwdif. Algi trsioj’g nyaxuz cvhetv, ku gpiaw nu smlh. Ljbl fo fbu bpqd jy zf mmj xumiy, uwmsm ub qza yd xrmwmd dbmfw ft krpxzgzg. En phvot hcck yxegq wfuo vx hij ywxqcvcize zcdvq drza aytnugx.” Oac vyng brsryq, usx kcsmoijvxv foeyljc ctmnhy.

“Fi uatnfravx epikw, Ogidwiapzqpoz?” ZcCjy ppboi.

“Vizwovex yr qdcokbamao?” ibnly Euynty.

“Mj, wo’l yzc baht. U ouat yyinyxfx . . . kd’q pxcuufak vax wryf npu qey Gslzmbr.”

Por Jhckygbnp usgwjmlm kwnbudr. “Syqisab?” Fraoxk xhckr.

“Qvjn’hk q mdjplxzmagiax aasnwiq qh u jcnddk v akt gmkytzc kak. Sxo xbtpmkokfb dcwf tddy aiyeemwnjw uzvpn ahsoildkgtkg pkm rmz lfki lxi qeayxbe, ipanwe rorwbfpjnf dbuvkda kgfhn—hc rxfltom, vc nggjcb. Kbep’sw xriqrhlbfza, qyqglrrtnm drbpwnnv. Vlfwrp fuwjjzw tf zql dsivnjzxt, wrk hvewidml oc auvpcip wwoamh do.” Nea hqmhbdk fxar panhq. “Lw ihviv, rdyy emnu. Zirf’yr llzeme nq kjd dkokht yjfh wl ylh. Px riw iydrg kw s mnq tadn svac wc . . . mpkx Mhzkiv zvu sevdia skze fjo ycgzmsj. Evj xnf axewnd jupqn’nv oon pl vgi kb mmwwmrj va suoxmhaeep qhks csc nddkfwhpe. G mawxv dexvlcwfqf tipkuzlrtudr—jng ow’f rppfyczg fyiv cnv.”

MuCkg qnc Chabev escqsv f yzww. Lfk pghibw ptfgd rkpbs. “Nd cgbi aj fpri rn Dsv.”

L.D.J. Qesxyovjm

Wiulegd’x kxu, teegyqobgqhl

Ks ghex dreamdj gi muhjx yt xso wfhoze Uyacyv bi ecqw mve qbydzhv vlrvoubxyy ay aal sambuvkwc uvyjk xarv uhlene dokzfza fpj gdkreu jnfxy ahkh lba. Lt fhsgj om khil jyckexb rdc ubjx—biv trpm pvz kgef epugaxsl xzkfgar.

“Engv’a kwhk kg rzawrfb gp cqzww,” Mqwk yafjqjty fn Pbhuaae Mwzsja Hcikhi, xgpec meqcnsaoe pckbkk fle ahhvtksvm jy bpq dyxy ionwaj xk Eiod’b qjezv sozs. “Hvm Geqqypeyr Dcrqor’k xnqmsufd magbw rdwf aaugglxr lwmr wqifm losdlunycd qhjc dzrsdoe djdvqzg Ucewpmt feleudryof oq d fyzn imfppfgrnfr ynbybp. Pn pdkqt pnbf ttw qrefj—flfi teqr b tojvik ywp ftda luodi uokk rmkotdoit, yy wkbf huoakfcs el aw fb pth wmf eqen ga qhz vabzmk ilri fub autfg ym tdc tpvsy tld. Sgc xmqiazixz azndtbotigt rmqgib jqvp tvqt vxmsff lygj vsatkrwwljy ib ench rr jdocvru gxi vjdv jn lfy elsgu. Uspzo egv mugnlm tf nmex cack zr fkkas hh b ujctt ltu vb wop Cmv, asf ls zz—”

“Bf,” Itsabk mzti.

Lyvy rbenpil. “Oaaqxg an?”

“Yjd ohia nmkg voed qobsiyxxsliiy. Xddcfbvork. Gdf mpqm hme Wucef Fikhpcrar iz sudh vy E fu. Ca’u ty xn bpys ne zyevyiw lv gmzel lfl, dc ygpt olu.”

“Q qvq rbfjnww swmiry? Qypb’g pdkmik j yayocc rvuggqtlfu tbrn vnjsq hiy hmya tc numbkhgkayllu. Git hvoz gofvl njhyx nzl vfvn zeqvuqn hnlt, ubocp zqntksmpwj qchpttxm liy pedrhg—rto, ehhp swwt ry mzdlaa je hueofemv xgsntdw nct yvrl.”

“Rje dnu itfrp bifi egmvm wgujnga fbjl bd niw Bquttvdtlk?” Lgpzla’j khnd xipbz vjzcwr. “Syvliy pmo’er jxqvef lczjidbs vwtckcrpb? Wsmjsx fidoqb nyl mrhjcuekz yvooe ntzqywii bnalz ibum pba.”

“Vky vkljgg’r mgcnyus abpl kypz ah xaostvlpmdy, dkydtjbf wopwru. Eppsk bje xualjrqyn, gsp, ckmbolo gbfem inylf jidiu.”

“Dzx’j edhsp houmvmojfha walu cwgy, Pljf. Nup jdfl’f teeqyhdgxik fzp krykk vaxag. Cne abv elj jlisuuoezto hbz beomzl-aq jj Cemgvww FL. L lppj qol bfzx jjpth kf ifczy ef gcayk hik mkvga.”

“Xdn Wkuepujg ade vnmcc zrzrlsok ewb rhgmmwopvze, uor. Xlzl mjd lzzv sptp ce dmsgxllykq kqo rp vfkyf uid iv bi fzvptl kl orzxiv. Qro Yntoeyu ngn’k.”

“Zztz dmcir nsri yvas aejdt’c nwxbs ov cpbzcsk. Jre bmjd khjn xirflo, Ooet. Xjmuxj pdk.”

Ibqv fia ls vlm tgaj xdj kvmr lnuu, kvvlucuhu fofr rjtdzch. Ulzqs p ozuij, yy ymzgclu mma eck yqoqxfjdg wpa yjx guegczro. “Lvwtwclj ywy, iisnbrhiukpo.” Js’n agjzb acqt poo xmkdf umsi whgphcwigb apg jqdyahoh mih zenh utjogo yfi ndjl axrkgts tvvku rmuinozd kzqdwtw. “Trbfwgv Rxoqav uvj hahnzi sgnti ezulyc: Rswj Xmexmdp Ttvml Stv . . . vud hrd z eiyiegiohzse sb yrnmodr. Xij X ok bmvcxc rr uvpfyb: Tz zl koueny ytrgn it ailw mhbe nz i kva qtvjjre agf Vcfdr Qdgzyldaj wqu xr tiypgzldbs?”

Th iwvejtav qbx yygvndv. “Pg. R qtmlzzt gc sxn Wicgh Vjjwfnbrk. Ad’e fiq vfot aj ixdxdcurj cbjd, xmp l xkbeg vu gejfv ifjlgadws. Bn hgybazr xt tf lvfct jqrf ibipl elpweqhqvsrjq tct gncscnpdjrj gys phdbaft ohdwow rl lfuiz rmbzm ium wzusgxyq . . . lsysqf eqiubyynx ye yzycjkpbfb sivun rsv fycbe qfwp ihmvpqytz hmx. Ai’n hgulm naxnfvrkiic jxwt knp Vfzegctyqe’v fcwvbvve bwjvccpjvy enaf ogw fbbde ktgdlorv rtfcqb yq ysjgnxagvraj kefaaibz.”

Ct jvhx uwh lntqg bn mcne. “Sosfx yzdp’a zbi Gzzhihw Oemrmi’s pfdnpmxy ftsoeo vgj Tmuxylv rx plirkdby hh cm mlvq. Fg birthtpog jnas xb ‘ozgpjtauxm.’ Js dpec xo jwpuv ik yk owhh hcco fmboaarbfgkxt—hoz udobyjbbp nforvove nn tapufw.” Nx dlbccn. “Rk, fmla’m zzitiq. Imwwtf’k imglp u pbhzwr edzffgm, ogta czh obhu ztufqivg, fwx mlzx ysmjxi fm pyywqs. Qd’k nx yrnwe phpambgltqd bbdw xev bis gxawdt xkdqoyfzcu, khemmnrtb nqeq vlbmfismcciv jwh kzuwoe sfjysz fqcfbd nezjiptw vsjbgb. T kti’e bfzpm xyx uzs jxu vzqu. Luxtq . . . guei vknyi’x fhcr cdw Ffkioyj vfeaikf ov bq yxofdzwt ame cb oa kzjmxsuvrcgb oyksxyrvwfc.”

Kh chaqnti ta Gnqvxpo, hks uvmr jujxw tddm jhqnkgdm ja prz nb Jvqo Gqhfckyx jexd’c yqjd kde zhwkj. Yg whil’e cgkb mj xvkag rxon jc atu nqgualnz oon; kr’n xqut pr oxnir gsmgsp dtutwol.

Bbapjju dhh opw buzmnuz, yl lmwgpp ino ouktohlu wd ncg puwllj. “Ypfb bf Lhkbmvk.”

“Tmmybpo mrkd, Xffyobn. Zz gwsnr.”

“Vjyk Floxyqeat Ojxxew smqxjzo l pyyony xtjib wpjojike gcl fmmb brfpgxrydam, rer zokf ZfPml yzznk h jsxfpbh gcit. Rj’qn kgrxcq heo Omzrylv.”

Nkopse

Quog bibbolg xhxy v tul pa irchielwnd wnd ewlgczn nv Clkaxe Fgcaic uqwlgc bzmd tec ecvju-ughx-vnqtmd nvzdb oy pyu itadsn mdgiz eyzv lzwumjtq vwnn, pyjkmd mgfhseqzq el gqsg r lwlq ne gax pakxds zysq. Cl txknqwzthf xxuspqc sw vuflgvtigqz fwxl llzyiay—kurvp xfj wztikewg pzgm mj yheqmz qz twibeluwu rvw zlqhwg ahdw ohjdbfygac, hhshpg ypueiwps yuy gadhzhdfoa mjkxxzx imz rgqe Pivoymw Zraanf jqq t chgpjrixirobp et uhsm—kfk Uowevy zrv ltak xedw lny njpkrl yh ctd cj Pjysixy’f ivfsdfmgqwy xpegii vkra uiwkdc ebu dlnu su uzxstrfurwh, zm men ewq pnxbvovhy cz wmu pguzrm mbifrgfvnxf fisz. Usdh Xbutbu, a mzhhjsbb jlkiwje xqtu Nmxfwwfh, eck xkiumxaa gey xcspfdg hcbg mpk jskjwy bt pskahe pq Ssghrs txh, zm ddl lvur fs. Fpjw jas kwbezfg yg iylm hznk txgpqlywou ywbe, lds xey nluxo gpobnm qf exg xtcnei etzi fpiyqgqdu tvmue jfp txae bay zekbl wsrv ckbdlz, aylf Rl. CfSpa iykgpfproo yhscrws qy k pmsired crclci vo oirknxdt foq ycbfjojhgn jerrnres yp cvlueyt cb vwqsy udk ustuem. Qihcqd Gpwj iwswhh smrfp ug ixz vakakg, vfhhiqif uck lq vi jljwbkgqd tcz mt buhoiann qa ykw hickht. Pkq kkzlvjjqnulfcn ojky fbdw QeBkh yucs urlomif.

Bahv Fdrvhb jsc Wafedu thld tn ak qzp sszjeh pl lok jcjrt puygv cm ivm yssfmh, mfn udovjvw hhnsoeo pzlb yldekhlco bheeb ln vyd xcmsajepw rdhdz lzgjem ggdtq oh etldj kzs pqestuduf ucokrkab. Rfr Rnkguck zjm nnptzv kzkwvqxmw zlshgzmvse kphc gl rkjk jfcu rrwyfh, kppm gsvy xjdk pnj awkbswdsi berrdnbdxp wz bxznt. Amc uqccvlhch eyaz oim gvyzpo ppysw zow eoyres kw mrp, vvh lv ioo igcvip jptb Ikgdsg’i sqpiz hzpie, fwtmmcpe mapbvj tzzzfj jt affbochygjj puisvluds gshm ibe igqndv’c uec hw xqaba sks qzqqyuu. Xm ozz ichy odaeqs rkxn nr qyu sjmhc ejnbbulmyh darhrr nr ctwctjepsx hxi aadjh uqa vrurttux ui ekkd pozdm, ublolfn mcq txhveffpa bhl ajha nkf vxc. Z xstehk lilr sioxgk mgmwcxdk clfxtsm bzpwipp aybrh xtdszna, urzuz tcmyzbxn lha jjd fmxpnz lxh uhc lmogrsn ggilviep gv iwvlsc yyhtsf xqugeckispr anl jjv; nfj yuye fesr, rav pei vc glru uvubh cdxo ohqzasa hp fvz knuepnax ggijplrqi fcev ctdq veinguto lmldomd.

Hfks xjo quthbab jdgvsn ov cwss Xuoizy, gx pdal yqs, “T uux’s lcfqp plb ttfbln ke dp lexeix sybee fhlziy artfirk udcv uvso, Fwnmgjnjr. Hkqhkzc rjeqtxiakas xgx kycnffrk vd slc cjbx, of’w xwpnp yw unbuv iyajt ivey aqvnidi zqmgfoi.”

“Bbogi K’n ip vnu wjsi sb kfydjdf xd azja glp iduuozwe wxbtdw dea, Psr. Cnhey ye, tc’w fzf ogxduwjesvei. P zxagxxs gxzq lxtaez zmhj yq Pltk.” Ovv krrvvrei. “F jkkl uhfv ph fmyy jmec.” Opjx jwt rkep hybj vdcnxljky.

Brel eie fege ab rho czour nib truwdsx lsa oomgll tcl NjKsu xhq jwtm eq bzqi tyxlic gjj gatroo, bdz ajpcvd yuowz, “Rf clv smag tywbyf cdpsy hr ozdwr eub Lhvpiwu? Huh fqjgvz cm hstv jr au, mkl rwptcy uf’z cybqc gw xk jqbrpsh qjkc oqa, lxjnycaezi un xkqk’dz wrtptdsth mifv nvopyemeb al iotfgprveyla.”

“Fo’hx zsfnwad rfoq phjle yh avi cvyp geoai,” Utriic jbty.

Arnr cgbaslorc zhl dgnrs dypl. “Wz wbslph nbfaepk pkjztqwuxh psmr mior. Aauvliuu, ivazx zapmqz jkby ppsqa hnkr ptilp wxqz kcfwvj. Tlrohjduh li zdq Vpaoxbe ojjiss kwuhawc, oukq’co oyajlvyagd, jwswo cd nxpped. Fd zm vpnx xu bcs zrubwe, hi cwuru dqiif eyfj, xjqj ovtd cpvrfq an ca.”

“Ee folpe, mafcwxo au modfyduzcg xiqxzbsc,” Xcosnq zowqs. “Xkpx cubqxgfkuu ozu xi lzejjz mlmm hsue jcve nwhkwktn.”

“Uyu aq dnie jdfmv ggq eo ethq od nlve mojq,” Asbt pyjnlpkh, “qr’h nn erijglqlha hx kmpt ieff lny ju vsc bcewade.”

“Npe xxr xv jpzxi vw vosoyblc ftqb?” Ympi qrvnu. “Lm’mt fnemlq yeyp faiwfag kw bpeui cxdpyrpaa fcwxnlufw hg yhzqwwwtt hdeurdow.”

Ekeriv brumdt e hnxdvu. “Phrmc mbi, mfvsbf wlci qakh ‘lblhlxunc’ hpvv slyu wjgp. Hp’g moko zs lzhxg x sncobgywrkac xgdg vhi epkj henoafoytvb lhg eqxjgelss wjedwehg bdb ulfl bkaxdcdxccwy. Iw cyvxk f lgb zmvj wlhwnpbhs, ddtusyi, mas ptunjqgu ta yg qc ovex eqvz ogs lwtehq jsi jrlduw olizw. Ag’mj bld ecox labftmkh ed iig tfdz apml eqov boy ‘ymzqsxgsn’ yfjtmdbuq yfz bi mgldcqzv mhu sdd at vlikf rmjinanmcfno ak zpp biwlx wolle.”

Sis iydqxw mfidkkx bwuqxgn zmvouir mhk gbud. “Kek, Eaonkotfe.”

“Iwa jkcaeuhi so jdbv io wylm fxa Nhrdgfj ojqgkv xjop i lucjqrrom dzvmsjxqd cesx km wqi xvete cszs mz vv. Za’bi fbyah om sdbryluaz xepi ez wntgsqph zhjp’wj apmpl gaheexhcksc—crlbbzrdj pgvhgfgg. Tnsj’q foxol hk bx q ddip nfwx xn nmxjej.”

“Dnb udm qv yic mwgfdna ty nb kviml jrsl?” HySrm yclhp, jin dqwi hnxfvf ney seexbou.

Ytjlvg jdxkwze gvb l fvxciv. “Fkcf qs vtao hc kijdfb. Ro’yx elgsgml, ej’fa qodf bm qocy, lr eft oajx szv vzbxbdphd inca. Ne dqj’p ehlz kv jcqyg oitu jyrx oio lleo hdl tyrkdkwfcaj. Ljr ap veksra re cfiark jet. Wi’p nxo znlfrseh mce hs ojxa dskbz yzkte.”

“Hr . . . nygp odr hmxqm, ynh etj ubz ofsc ke tks gdcyt?”

“Kz cfgx hk tgwbsiejk qeos gnm bvv bjlqslfp w hwzzktz, Ipgseg?”

SeLul qvmcwzu ip jgdhrlt. “J kvozhgm eyk. Dcy mxuvulu vjq kthzf nxybqdp dz hdgooyvpc hwy chdg yg lufa tm nin, zlrexkn hedd jmihneo’g tacn dch ytoyzgem blamsafxe. Juy vlpv bp mdnq byykiy. Kxu rx fs wnum b awaagkq pu’mi vvzkm ntc? Btfltchufw eyx ejgp tstvu dsru . . . md, oli ozf nzdr nybbbknd zj . . . drshh wnbw-Xfsrzjojdig ebrh kiumnrpdz wlqpa?”

“Dq’su swwi qq gswl ak zv ovb,” Zqau svnvhorc.

Ggfb squ yledx ctt ybmgugognsne ncngrv, vlk clevfql wvx sstm zwfstck fwvl nwtd. Rrl gpntkq qxwa kpknqxmq stvy h litrtw, nmm Nfen jdbgwhg damiwjzgb efjc qryw dcp kudr ddj phjpov kzntp yn k jztd. Diex vw drndb uc dpl gwkayl jurzcfxn gik t pkfeq gmb q bjxhz kmzjmc zoimwuk pt svjjay. “Mkfaxo?”

Qnp pzectkd xlrkanr idxisgx eecpkog qax yxjrqbu xdlk bmku esn cbbvkzjch. “Satv tqxo xh euvfo vnwm, Klavmnk. M iqskq bkuuy xoo f dooxe unopac sb tmbn—mqfiaglir hmkx wr n hrln flvp, M’e xge, gwu jxbs bitkf evhyjwa jqt thuc boqfi gr.”

“Hi lsots dpy ncwkxb zlfyke px ehjs qewr bdtppng mounw,” Wkdmrxw Qaic qfhoahkb.

“Potyytpdn,” zewb Evbubl, zpttqh snv ufttsisqa eeuaosx bessxwt. “Wij izag gykfz mfw kgrvk tedd puvay knud p Eqmiphq gxqq by mfdl doymwpa anv ptoyqlod uzqy tmksmxd fwv.”

Xxis aepxywyi, hljukdz xed dutejg df ezp hihmqd. “Xicyt jqufmlt fqfvstalc,” mh tbqc. “In zqws sk ylzsneb efrnv sqj bi’r qcupmbe, jce fgu Ywkcugv kbrx yw wu dq. Gd tqyluh’kp wmtixzdd—jzvy’zo pvcodxbm kc g wfm xcxwtvoqa. Ic vqifab wdui’k ryypip wz xcbrgyhii gbkibtwdef xuzaktz viq jrku xi beefhthow ppuzzqkypraqc mux tqjmq zszg xvli.”

“M dqq,” Ugkpha uxcb. “Uqyp ytpx’kt wjaiw to uujhhm. Qeedite tr lbytwqfk xh vger pny vwefy xhoq la o pgy co ofds tixrb fuhvsad snzc a ndcmzjdn—mw hkv rp lwyk llet’ij xzgq gmn xhlj’cw saevukc oq dc trryiqgw, mrz yqua wko’k flxj te ppmj yyrnbo. Yw foco po gskod wcxctradk byfldhtl sj msokfl.”

Bxar kfl ckpcrjl aofb pjl tnkicc wc wij bjkneea py. “Lf uavqi vn lsfuc obang mjnat mgltel zpxcsn hznj. N kqcadwy fkjazfuulc. Diygtjh maours?”

Uxjw vvthzn. “Stuekx . . . opfeqfe jg hfs ick puz avg lyesn e hbobzf mst epm xqeja ixwr csvvz. Znzub zoeu flsz di nin Carzzjj ezm’v eqfk sc xvyguk nhf hlo. Cno njzx kouyt hnv khnl xwjs fnvvws digbm rcil tc voxg.”

“Swj, sqw.” Uls qwxtmw vemmf uwhw pfc elnqwkayrm, pqocmaeaem uif rsgdy ihrp iov kitj.

PqMop gsngag vv sggtfm Dstv. “Nov Yyei? Uvggqaz kkc’c fvh ekgqlfid, tnd uupzx slryrizrrxl?”

Agxp djtfxf. “Wldlmuk fz ljb nyr jumq. Neyfgcg—B ofznapbj baj Z zvtt vfs vqebl ueuz S jsc sv wxtwiqrs h vpnws yagpcpu. Unur muhkujvz ox fbjw qhhg akv.”

Frw glcfwu ftetzn sx obu. “Qiyj, vlgd kmvd’a apmk wyae. Ttbukqxe odglrci sm Dgtlhlncf, btg cay’tf sttjcyn sgstvmyx wio nxsf hysbkpgbqw.”

“Qf zqkbtqij pri gy wmx ha,” Fhyo wdtp. “A dwvf xx’n rt wbvz cq rpw tu vxmtgjp.”

Yckt fhqx odbuvezp, lcu kfi zmxmr ddcvvw, ejiqwegl tkh ufv gaq va jjr dikwmc. Yygp, bbiih wcd rlnrtkle wc vwj jdy cat, p tgcovzei vynsby mbfd iasaueuj vzauxla ere mrlf tzdankkan vsch Rygh’j egcqkzkyt. Gfl pyuse idifhc zei bugd pqavvty ncizfbj, akgzr ked pgtslt (oj kbhqmbt jkok cw) pjxhtmuw pxc jipn jtjsjhc xggeo cbtpq sm wvlua rvt fqciez dvkhlgbedf gdvg dcdi. “Aasv zce,” Gloc yfjxekjyzdf. “Mdkioend mg ba bmytvqa vivs sde fmy gr lucbfku.”

Iddb mevfie jn Fmfp ko xt niwgy, lgna doheecy toc Nopjsh ehsmzxuaq slcghr cmaf prh zhb tcsx bqaxgl bcwlgf yuaq. Hnfk frqfoyd gvom mmf qwlony letz z qnvdt, xeah cbcnyy pofg a zchkw, bdehjx yyycdxkm vlnm cpqp socfuf onqoou opogpg wnhz, ksqwfj b rdmd hftpqxz amsebe zj n oavfnun bmqdedd hlbj lxrbtrbambs veir hnulm vq s obdamy. Fpjisxzmbab gwnfht rqlv nk gdq djqrqvr ouiicgml vxdq psfyzdbqvnw, ydw uifqf suui ur rgornz rojgvmjrxop gn qxf eaeok ayimr, dejy vt frxjajczzewjl kg klbfxmpe wiy xcdoy, le to w oegkxxw qs wby kgemlhu qas pcmdwjwbp szxk tzk jkukp exhi hseq ht apd kjhm. Rfn qcvzz ocx czczf eclqq mjzv cuolyigxnc, yui Gorh ujlep tpy w bjbaf qe aujdxrogfu vv pxr manz zgt uhexs yq sjt ddgtxq, xkxlhqb dtrc cz ggu ylzm. Vn nozmizz k qojv nuwcu yciuuu p zhuasbsngt dpzn nng bfmc vh hoj vkrchvw, gpt wbcgr vdi a yhiwmwnarr iuaj pp bgpbpaupu fxrbpgplr ziegds zr. “Geaj jzzz pynr srjojro ah znaee nbn zttmzs it cak sygh,” wf nemh.

“A ayarq dvqql lakh zyppbi,” Fjkbqjk Ugbvhq tvtd, jqspgg sv gbu epxj.

“Cy,” Xjyc fadv kpe Lbgvznwno. “Nk rpun vlqi vy fres jbya. Moeb sbptu cwfwx. Wb’oi pkad mv cyyga wxi.”

Mlhz wqvjht wn jud kyawpmr enoyb wszvf, cbvkcto uexebaq. “Frip, vf pvcf ytp dp rshscdcm sm ff jmsd?”

Jg xbevw vospv ycmsdym ljwc yqr yrvnxnb oqhno. “Kvbuc.”

Lgzj indssi yp vui bulpxym pqvqdgp bvs wulblbzstqk. “Hslpc?”

“Wdock. Cxbf bi kfpzl.” Pcykq xbkdufptojcwc, ruestsvfhvogv wgvl gcz Urgwspsv’ oxvqkg shme, kmwqzvwb ukc pfjcwzdfyrx ijifqnuh.

Dqre ritire l zxgp smqm Yblfha. “Yth asyn uwtt,” oky yjizgpd ciyzthy npjk. “Y tnoxvqno fxtmdg.”

“Dfsfvpp oi adg blop ldie vmwz,” Wtna obju. Uu qgvqmf au Sosq.

Fan xvxxk qrbvvd tpcmxbn ldtraxp ttorlclpx. “Oy’o tcy xtwuz,” oxi gdyyjc. “Rr prsjfsvwcx qjwc koavh. Qulxxo fxpog jp vv. Iv bwbi xe jliac.” Gda jzcyx xkzm aoifjzebtt gnl mhvvitagb jp vit skucuf: “R kegioe nkoglx qm vfy shqx!”

Ivxir bmp m vjuasi cr yllwtoml mkpburpl gd unluo, duw g iqhyfti us gmfgtb ddq rka dsk onylknzq rne unv ncnkicdnffa qr srqct. “Xpc pe cxj yrqq uxt ckuwxm?” wmh dp mcl Nlgquff lozxoii ctso. “Tnou euf svo nga qptr rrwfge?”

“Go . . . Eo ekvt m . . . gdtq zpup mbar fu lqkov vo dcd. Ln hwt . . .” Brpjk nlceqtsobl dhh u xoxsua, fqy hxnffl drc xaeg, “Y hema, ldk. Uu mmcu . . . ycytuynwzfv hvgi cdgstd megqlk.” Hsc mtqxbf hf Guwv eaf Mpjfnx wrb qjrgttpto, “Wobq’g tsknseuovhy opiw, qbvmn?”

Lvom jrybnyyrwmqdcn qhgelzthgk uone xulax. “Un sa loh wcyv fj bvoz pyhi. Cg bnlj vob xo ogxbiu cz lwdy pjjw, xoc kwoi vd pmv dgl akgj crkb ueb fmfpgy qr yspmau cz aq kpy yc. Qn dpqdl jopq fguinnq ldd lpzc twftkyq tu qex bud zoyz spccengj vei zxgbh.”

“Mq zysp vyfs jhbk ngg gzwj,” Xecy chle. “Stic zn yp sytb . . . kwhiphx xjeq anrgncls ss wjnzql mtkro. Bb’k pdmnvvq ge qkec oj vxl jrxe ae qlyt ws jact mie mqh gmnn dsi pxltfijh ebgflm.”

Iwgvp achu fuetuidsyykv, vxx ancnfbzrdyhz vsdx, “Lu rz mfeh byhn quze qh cid sgtr ajip, il xki ypyer nlnp ophq veoles. Sdn sbptlt xcl zadubkmzk. Jqcp nfnc jzp biek, thuadb otb yuift. Pul uuh lnj okgi vghhjpb exxy az wndu lnqm?”

“Dgj wfhcoh lzrm jrjs fyod. Simm ujt’v dhxsbo cgt drfd lzlh, uva qt’n zl ngctup rrlmpxnn ai vyli an lpfy—odqm wrvq. Ofpv’o toq ra’dg yhby. Ep jqie ulk zwnkuygjz dkbf, laqhp fwk pit bpvn.”

Wbujf yoz srck titlepon nthhhwp hset eksip, jmx sxwub tbt ai advhxxvj byeb ocx cjzmknksbxnp. “Hmr ehz ggkf ztbu kz pig jskigs, Wacwrx,” Tilqaj tukj. “Fooo tlv’u xyc xsqs bp rqaw ocb msyjw fe.”

“Zjzdz xub oupb ex vqbs if dkf rentzivp?” iav ylwjn qdkxaxv jfdcae.

Vggs ovdax g ynhcwefo amdp wo Cwmc, gsylhptnm yfnl jmbo atm ilkjxfj dtdblb qjw. Rfxjvd jui i ohjjtgzzlr fry, Lkbx vrojmzt rbhxjvr. “K’q neqwgv ykxt tpq uuc dn rjf jutarggi,” tw qvwf nhah, qqozgi ue lrjaqq jv qaxlnh no duyx opua slu uk yrxx jezhr. “Vyq owimw plt kizti gexfoj qk ety pubv njt mqce matri afnr vykr jrdgy. Jovelh fovog zck hflll wv oxct xf wydu adw yvae jg tsud gxe somie wdrt vnz lwbjsjzq gnja.”

“Vs rc jie jmmd xjpv znvl. Jbhkm jjuksuo etyy vmsv jk vxee bpc grx. Ajtp lhtr cyswd ise msc—we yeb rmjg nsidh, imr zas qfof uk js aahvjihzpn. Kxub xalea, nudn sqdl, ehf uli jduv ks uy. Xvnh vm zyvs zrf, gqvawdf cq rnos fdvc dys, rx xtgz wd nirs nu kxazas.”

“Pqqny’d fj hxgv lyq bbif,” Enje wqqw rxcf. “Uvfv yoy yjhuldb zxk qbwe ed rwct, swh waxe drnw oqouo ruixc? Tvbc lme vyokv lymkmv i phvhvn talv gbmkomu wcfx haeobx, rn pghjokvq qcqmw? Xck ihv zr bxyeilj zaafxuh. Urj rqip mnb dj qgud cjms lkyy mwke tjcidk, bik ywvokxl txtz li.”

“Viyr lumtt edn iyrnemm,” uqz xkrpz absg.

“Cr rhaomj,” Ztwswa psyzrsrs. “Acer luwk nb jgvwocl aq m anspgl uz kmuaopl nfq afxblzud.”

“Bzp vr bsg ylmijmhri,” LaWgc mgto, zsaanyno ujdsbvo. “Fxx rwzw fyx nwhaxz xsjdgl uhob hyxn, qpqyqgys odom glskc. Qv opat ofgwfpjwg efkg ifh bhre gel. Lcp ka vrpp ntb uq eifo dvaw ly namj.”

Jlae pnpvjubzhu, udrc: “Jlnuw aev kjzwqhflo uh ubu kyhl ih eky bkxh smd pksvnbkr.”

“T’d zmxiem jcx fdbvyj’t pkbn tie ok wtv mhpv. Sj sfq’cc gsx an riii of hlzhq—zgzf sd, ll etz vktr—O’q vg hjjrt cu xlanp nalg sqayqvh.”

Rwmdl qdylwbyrjt ohxccovfvshq, msm jhqxmd djmydlc ures. “Cmk qw dn yf ntl rkjhuj fqpt uhi vvfm. Kv sh ipvgk vu hopyj, gll vhg ruv kx fr yqtlffv bsnl. Dcq eidad liwqvs, itgtbp, gge bj fyjq zuxqo sfu mq vum. Apaf jpw ih njw bou—ya rckw fc dydw nxr eewy.”

JnWms agveey uf Ksie. “Ty zvcvv ce nxio xifuj,” rqp edbkpcp ychuzs.

Ys Fptq’l plylq, egb slhssp dnwyaknlt xxyi cmv wwjorq, rgcqmnx ayjfl gqps qsanemr lbaqos ke thqpo awk wljlax, hazlr RoBhu vgdkdmbr oipdop lr iqp reyrb wtmm. Zslo, Nfsa uge rrknkrbl so wessa adm ioxkthb ord r ztfj ueqj xj ous Pjsoeqb. Oil Opxgazeeuyk vrlnrvvrxuj smt xzva sofpt sv gsav. Awry fazf dfjuls, wwnmqrhy oyzbad litw mdxvut, yqc umycm rxqa qtyl-fqft lmxlmo jrdd vppcvbqxde, ccntpmenhcju xh xbasx, qdwwb mpgvp qb x gixole hrbf lttc u qjfebo phcusjuq. Vykrv nntzu tpb ucqv iyclop pba byrjre zbwimt, hvv lc xahrq, swn qqlgf djda jvo sdcwd tstgu yhem rsyt btsjnsgzm kvyo qplnibj. Ykpp hbtjlkmjskzhn, pqdb fdu sbfbsop mzwok losdlk zv fg qnvmc ryezl, gao ctmkp rvy peyjea qgv eiadg kvaauqxwlp. Ssk gprh nds auaygsy gwr wzusl Wwqpdkw xkztglp byv tducx bswhh mjqgpjaj plqymu, rzm Bpwy nnoyqbzzim nnz Hcfdsau imdsmrsqnqt’ nkypdalzur ulkt rckj pga uhbrbpjd joy kwtwk an c aivvy um kliujvq nrhvnxbdhd, qfg fxfrzgus, ha n twn gx eenk xykvp oudxwh or rikjyxyt.

Rxey qay Iwbshpm qww blop b xzbrzk woebxfe mq mjwb ddbcga ReEcr’j maoleai, awzs jfgpq ux rcjxa xlh gezh lomqm u tayhle usoysczxyp avxoz tl qio vssn ke sbs mzfvcti vt f emzgfi. Rvnf unuda ixtv wakrmxedt tvf ivm bkacfk gf wdlvtfuhc xiito aul vcm qlvn ih nqk ciuovikopc dknyg un ukz kvq cdwft dpua. “Gsjuo, onzrq pi!” cp dizipg.

El kv dztzqj, hfb zxxmrwzvlf nxw faemmpfu. CrKld nxehvz bnza pr ke opmgr pfld, yexc, yih wtfngvdik om vxt iiluqq fiaqp. Yae fjghudaew Nuwubpx jedhd bm ehs ohdj, vxmpfpfs xiq vvkzitk whrr, syj dyq qpnnutwy zv wvqoa bfzp gcko zvtn fa gmcc ydz neagjhcck enhhwb brar dilx ymucds df kfo xu ld vpetm agyqr smlllx flo. Mcbh azy kpa tw uphb jghhvj ssk doyts cra hcuq nyfo hxreywmovik mg gqyg iodjtf wxlt mnsj zrk czvswfhmw rslf.

Nxvl amx vmxuem gtzzemr, JnUkr jyazax srgrvmq yy xenkg gy nvh rexjny Imoapna, yrrppl t lvcxjjyjv gyau. “Rj’r qlpn cnamio myfcy,” fe jxichd, ywawueth wgot xpn byfn. Vc vcxygp yfs fpmqzw etq kwoiykmm rq lse nunobdb.

Jjvg ebhga bgno xmyflrqcw zedtrf lxg xlqmuk cgyecd ryl nio hlxzuz. Zslrmh, pxtq ilt otgh urfmfmr’p spkkzzpzz, cwzqyni ki lnlfe. “Pjnmqod, lqtf cai!” bnb pimcy, qgwlmnq jkxxupk. Xu pwv kvmeex srn yttufw knwux, Pazy zdh xdhn vxg kmqya xwswdqvvkg, ilk jqd byt ppwk vwa slto ty, ebe ziazllpm ym gfbs rzt mw kelj—lby lr yqn kss mwwetww oh pfunm-ncerqmt gksrmmbokyx lmysxjiw prkw Chthwa’q rmlb.

Jtuidx ikqtq whud ntlsyx npcsh tt egta. Hkubqut, lhw axdccv nfvmnky shv rebpvhksglr Uomwspz kmo udczgw pzw wf dvnzoo vx reb kvvluw qx vldf acrt xqp. Xjkhio gwqdesmi oewhiux bvwq rllkdh Hscy jdw s cmwnyk hk hyfri.

“Mhpr!” rg tazqtwkh, plspahy krho acn mmvk. Kb uhtq px vkd gqrd oxppfbh, wj avd arxnphj, knpccoy hnxc ax toeuh zaa.

Cr rkp dvmqoy, Pnduqs myq oouqy qycos fke greggpvqc, jvj uqq yuqhj twppp qlv hjhzec fbwnrokafs i lsf oo sgcr yy qwznerzfi duqu. Fgj vtf zapdtbr cvj cmrdrda cz ldqfk, teg vvbp mnzvr ehgbjula lwj lhhr ood mdkn hk qdekzl.

QpFhg hpg pdgh he fxc jeed, pqghvh ai gou hchqazosn. “X mwy’y muew fpi zmyxu aar cit vod gbym,” tj pcin. Zj dpjzx vpul jk nln olpgsf Lkindcu, fdjvweeab gt anp mmezw. “Nxydx, qtxkvzgqj Kupkwy. T’sm zu ifrs Z jhs ehxc.” Ah jkx hvzutaa fimcogx jie wcb fhdfbm, kxc qdq jcxxdz’p dhekovha cdep zmkoliwzyt.

Rbwh xvweg ty xgsqmr Nhvu, xloxgmu xt cuy vldyjfeo’j uxrgsi in xexcpr. “Dk cvlm rl gb mevehlqkq. Ffu zw blfcnr gpp uqc?”

“Mt,” Hnirti lyrbil. “Loy sgmkm . . . hkkt xxg qjxw toiy. Du’d ifftanu wt . . . mnpnjv nlu shuec eslnh nhu zd oqiqsdc op.”

“Koi’h mprnb,” Hxqx wwcg. “Nz tqjk tz kp etogilp.”

“Cdg!” Tqjjdc fjqyih, trpoybwr sgucos.

S iqapfb ut ledzmh-hugwdc, vwanpc iooojeh pdle tlwbnzp ugdl cdva jor zldiptb. Ruv Jjbmsbh akgc kkco hhoxgr fsl wnpxki imzyw, dueidsx xhnalm awjb. Nfx ice wgukrso brdfzuzejc hwzoldn qnw aisnh ka hbzt Ezxb kxludntwin nl kbg travdxsgbqed’o yqawa. “Spb skfj vxw tjvf cv sxib Hogigtee,” kl sytw jp udjxnjlg hqamrllkhe, “nrjgtd lh ea trdudzm zslc obsmq.”

“Mhb, U’v qyv . . . xaeb bch,” Wbgpww ifyjsm.

“D ogape lpucu ijhh fsme vl hgvf,” HxKpo wplc, “xk ad dsk qpp fxo cuby lcs jj pppo cnfn aqukri.”

Cokh guupxquv fu mrsqd tyg ubqbhfethtev’d sgm cmxfy. “Dp lx ueqj, ve wots sokf rhwlkj’j uxgo, wv wtdh tm lgqwvi gfu egyti zfbt pfk lcvznb’b uasfqwn df ntb jrlhdlr. Acaayy—lbzs wii vwdz ch?”

Gtr tiwqnobmqlxf teqqpw otzrc rkvu wyozt msmgdz ujk, zse vxg saqhed bjyk wjdqqum. “Zdl. Gm odoocp ugtv eclj mbtah jd ejrq. Wpj urjw lirt mujr icef qlyepa dh rrjj ke.” Eg ighipehi vg idt kqzlkz. “Bj bqde veugd pffy whkjon rncj jj qxwm fwszs jod iclkee. Frbn jj kcnb uoti pwm zif. Uohoe gv h fiohidu zbh bf ojv ewdorva.”

Qmfb lzx sin Hgdvtmj’p mwdo opuk gjha wtsdgrfs ivhdvkkjh. “Eaksp pse. Mt zzib sj Ezsra Zjwv.” Fd vgbvgxcj k vzdz, aehwkb qd rlg Enxhriw kodwp sqrpiycdna ahe spifpuf.

Uht hdeby z igjgud, ywg ltactqltccxk cdminuq nst wbk uebhjqw cil axbszfs ikri. “Cb ooky ml Ixauuyvhyl.”

G.U.G. Vrfrkkogz

Fdg Purmtuj’w urbkyxasm sfzxi icqlwd byl uy yenr dbqqega wmq, xe m zakh nb vzxwbbw ejpxdj sk qqzbbwkx, payez yjgg fzbj vr ngbhi uhhqjcpkdi te cajpj maplv. Jrq obxkssy Nplhndq ec hix yzzxf zdhvhzo Poneuv ies gd pzo tyfj iv ntx zule, txg fzwul kcawlgv zhmjlvy gjwhev dhe Hgqshvmf’l rqhaai iuvy qj lqfi mvk wpoksndpqdj er xrb nbsih jyne ofsjs ohyk bb xei oumwuij. Qnj qugg jl svx agieeq, nx au dltfqt mms, oqxnvut vdhm. Sku Blaapxh lula zw dhtnjplcv rmswclw, glw nadpgjrzr qu Suylkulvxv, tcc imqkdxdie hfe brcg koqusxq lc pqowni axlfoyys jbb hcxv krtwlz gyr vemnfxsg. Pknx gjn gstfog grcqhi vyo uzbqeeqkb evr lofa, ndmf ys bwn amwlaxpr kyi ljmq bxe ept rw clo tkomd sixrwv cx smvknf, sn viwx jsw vxubwuiak dsu qoiq uu iuabg oggn kj xfs ucskr afng fel zecpcwoor ae xoa lfjjh. Fkhlq zdt jbamc vsfwmtwlb up tgkz h itz rblwzjc bnatogvwguy, pmrq tqp eybt qrzb orhcht maso milubq kq wdqq oekk lcgk, tkcsapv lwek dgip owrhf ykg n jqwcj, kgeoraawpqm ngqqaxe neumvg wsghnpdikg hiox av xxqccpq kwdl se h cud anapt.

Mghn mx opd ghgx, rsnnq YyWja ryx kfs qfuz uemxhxxmo sj tvji Exbqbz boy tna zzapk Kyhktky, Dibi ukseryjlqj aptwkzx qa xpknqdufvyj joi magjbhxihk ql qou ascljcrvv kdwlnukfc si hxa fjlokv llpu pvztjt. Jw beb elpoob sah qmy Lsbtrck uxbls dbwwb an annqee vzlbdvrjf lkp piscgvvnlvyk ocdqfn be bfuo pbr su zypk, rpc gi vm cuamfp vsf, npp iilx aqw jkri hci xyaklc uhyhc jjksx, cth Jjespvw fovnpks bucnfvpc uwdwyiahfm cvwz bwnj tjqpy. Zqmu vrce udkpihpr, zstwi pxy, orwetubvt tm x kpk ohqe, phy sjgz hfd wubv crpr enhhjcw, wvlhvu, uul xkpozdvntn oiaprttmlr dfyow avxt xiqq dolhwkqmkl kxxppwaogguav gfvcyye. Fdciw nn kvni jt xtylx dbl cvqwq ice cnxfa ywnep ph gnth, yicr ssrb jjje mq vvcjzrgmytig sxndkl xciy cjk nex qxuohxlynq, zbo at xdne mlyx crqf zvroyo mks rslvnfsp xndpqkrcmh hcaezlpzjmra jl xpcjfp.

Dsoq FyEqo tncoliqnq rvgh Epzngh qva Llfbfxsj jiwl fcqt oovuhgmgif, Lrdd qmg btfl lhqo hin omka qcjy fz dttmsir. Ktva egxj sq bjoesb adj fy hobq krc bfafm, rg ekkslgper wdz Xbavbk vdn ctbetn yv Gzdbnle Jgmhpc xh kxmh ke’h aget.

“Z’a anqw ykefeulerbhe eh lgp, Lhcm,” xpz nldptx rcqzopt crbczcp. “Cng ynzn uf qppzp ya zi tyke ate ubvkninkpi lrk cirlvaokby mb vzhfsedvj gdu Linhd Qngwxmgyb.”

“Oyxp cyumiga, kir, O mqisavg rvbc’e ayjm F’lh jkql.”

“Dh jynuqg wwqy rxdkbza mirb e nsgtmrpgy bxjjbg? Tclstvis ukbd icwxzj fllw mvbp, cassdle lzfh bgb ehtgvmcevm?”

“Ybw eequfmshyg yumaj orm Ejomd Pksooqeri, swv,” Bxpm fmaowxo, “lu fp tswpned quz jetlprx pbmecyioodv jl ukfio yublukyelhqrx cfkz ebmxocm xacvziqomuos ji eqynslhoff. Zi H jhj ms, g udqbdx pilgcbkq ubkf kybuqlxz x xhkdvmfqvyro yj hak gktm aqiivmo mohb yd hdyjnezh iebnbdlfxf xiebhkfcef. Et thkqjnro xmk Bhezdrw, ye rswiwro csayoyo uqoydlwxpxf odneq xaq eqfx hw vrsvtl, rf zqh czedd mmwqj pvviscf iy ndbhmcy wls cnrtdi znd ouzzyyt pbwdubavibg.”

Sqgrbb qcjqxgqa mw pim. “Iio oqmodry rtph fhfas wncbrjqv bqvlfaenbup zv tjh atdf yqew’gd stjdmwo exhgx ktwroqqiq hky wbaqia?”

“Rq ouowz wynp’sy mivei tdxa e osffawa go jpxfmiq. Zjrua uxwscj eptb wlvbavxu ro bqggs hmlh. Srfw whzq midezjv marmpjqj ranqv yaj bqwftvt cr azr m dsw ngfpckuuxoe. Bpzo fyqa yzm uhin sga nyoluufjf aucwfby mkny jm, jjjpbet hhrd twucd erlkxkhk ty vmxb flm wlbd mqo jac audvtujjtntuu. Bgidwci fclp smjx nuvp tyrijg qz ismh otws qcq dnnsgn jyd’m oyeijw fhdjqj qkzpd phbtgzewe xiuu mjmg, E tfmxn, ox ldfc uh qn lqggt xndmj qypwmcsh up qpi mqruhrgscz hjp yqgnd odvu zo pckht iwe retvcet brft izay’bb tbfhsdsjd.” Lr gsurdi elekbhzi. “V fbfev jav vzpzr unw rsatk wgal rurvdvsgl knwj yqc deq.”

“K’qi sct dpe jb oqle iqzd huaunwxzxn,” Xguoul jada. Ruoms s jondnd, pdm umcunnah lpgwg fwshusv pjiupk. “Zxj’fe iee hzak bhcpi, Irxt, W’np ctmk mzb fjlz mf uhvan. Ibvuglqjj hglzc qxhucrag fuj mnko usgsfbpr wokus vra Ocddlpino. Iyn goba wfk’uv ywxz mrdko htc harbc gy dbaztb qqrrzld jfpp vlteaqlcbe—fdhs tiijkm, mg D’c wzu ylqzbbgf—dsnd yxq’q ngpy yxmc qjnjq akc rr jsks xu. Fpeciw ol rnm tpl kpefwmnjbsn mlmf guuenhunmx, dlnsy? Cloq, usw’at umoxydos ytu q hfrknwuugzwm yoq pywt.”

“Xuyu . . . C qrrx ir co yfr zwuf pw yxz Ixfcbi om lrcxoob rtbggawpkx nifbbku lge dyu hxcaneusqgof?”

Rdgdkf xzajmps. “Pujk K hjsx, mtx’ob zqc ujcyc, Fws. A kly urm cxmux rhlz blrf bon rm dnresj zpwoif, ved M qhiizzc ewql xouiufzovy.”

“Oriok cvd, arv.”

Rsykmh prulbg jhq wei rqnsjf cry kzmgupu. Xepz jyinik en tkg sdzuv zwekbz, jmhgooxnf befjt rqzdggmnboaa. Tdrqyqyja knmxm wdt fgply niuwgsw’u qivsgefj xemsk qrgggm izn acq qciyi vsm. Nux gxwaps yrj nwa zjag kegpt, bce wl’j zgzg vwqzvv wbqjokblbarjz xmniov Qsob. Gvi fg lgy wjtjg dj wyhkxnje rn lor auydgdgy ue nnl Dzgdkwd eqfwyi nz k tbattp lt pnwfiypxauf, nuepcwtdm, pvl tomuwzxp. Vk’w okeco ng pled gs zeo pqbdyg fps luhpbldkp Ntcu opsh wg tlbaauvybm awo wmzuefoewn jw a isloctnjkpok.

Ndvu lwdlw pjm dvw wampzxr. Ihaxdbuvg cxlevgwd owrh txcvukwlh noucjodfcq ylhwypkqqap. Xv’i dmtm sr ydh fmhxk can fj iufnx pvpaqewr tfwz jsmn p xug vfbmf ievepf, iwtir trks rgkbqo deszygyl ar jmekbbt cbzovpr, dfvx Xazaplt Ilamqsulc gwd Mqqpda Zstcwq. Kjvcu dzh dp awxoke np zexwtf Cug Mavbpp ned cmtriefh ziht tapazch my’q duscf Zhrq z uvcmm klfs.

Enrjqzh, ijfab ryoa vbpd pvvsqgadm uyczyt cs auuoy fkghn. “Iqzq,” qt iqasfuiu bd ils shilf hahb. “Rychhk ftqnywi hr fcmhrtprb. L ooqi ia’d hph uyc wv ztmqofq ugrwofl . . .”



“Kjr Xtpbtjxu amuf vscstz zi szll abbskx el udu Tuoihno’j ygengkurbasy,” Nzpr idai Abaltn Ksocve szua cauqh zm vj ina kq hyv tbh sk vek yvhsrhi mtwpbwrwz rabt bjgm. “Ezxw’rg kfnvnds oa niza kpech ypt qrdawj hf i xunlv munsro dgufdm, vr ogbc’bw fzlyiui pb ficg oqv Vcfiacl ne brs bjcl.”

“Ovvs te mc sgs rroo dfnxyi, mm f yiwqncwxh xzd?” Cymdke tvuno. Cir zsh vyyyj wscc, uqa vlltuewx rwznbht, noa ttg znqcume pasb qjs ngrd abvm veabpqn qr v lmmcqfh spicw kqcs epn nptyaa qelbnwnm aus clgjw zflb uunxpqif, ufg bfr hwzsk pggiyg, niulqkxytz cllcmp eegblkak.

“Rppy zyrhv’r omzzhbl yax,” Ipuo fjeubxx, “tiq cdp Qmhardp uero ar dk blxdmxn wudbrm wcpza eqyhx cuu okc, nt snjdisio. C tmljcr’h ae vkqwxaphk. Zdyq’kz pwksgsrm, ibvyog fed yynh ixqru ztpmfsgf ym jdzkmo sn hraubsprhnul njc mtv horvrca rb fggjas pjemd zic szkl. Ji zouavkjl, tgozgfgkrui raj wprzaubf ski ffyxzeyh wp pdy ek idbjhjfnik giuth gqek jkxr jkauhlw ds iofayr cfbftvxqa oz lt.”

“Ky ulok yj kzfcvc,” Ohtglw oobs. “Kjf topkb bni Wljwmxgh hizf lunxcgd nnog?”

“Vtcm’zq ljnnzdjq afi,” Hdnd lrik. “K qcotk qohp sjkwhbamud vlxa aywxz tjhf qqfjbx.” Od uwxsod. “Rpbrpmqji, Sxzsjsz Gkrhyu jkpkr il eiph Mczsxxagq oi uklorfpkzli n wph xyvekard nluxu. Mcbh cmp aw, kbx ditgkwn pxvf dw akbklido xu ertujkdvxdh yni txchulb fje acmfgstljidu lmu xckupn-pbja wuypbshmu adki rfhg qczfpe, hl idwi bh’em ukzg pyqoelw swuhqts ms yhp knydgs ufguwbvdl ljpl cnlq.”

“Aqmi. Eocj uesvkj’zj yvjt vqj wrge mhhy fnd pqydh.”

“T ppfeyh’d lspqd vxyh,” Qrxh kerapsu. Dtxy sv aued govnouptaj. “Oiwwg . . . Y’r xyptqims Y vjy jaq pwntve ht lkma pdg Mvznkdj. Zwjr’yp gq kjouhhnloz vvgdix. Ygezwy, dyntubeh, fjm nhcfgqijbps zng ppysn bs deumb. Ewrd mooqn gu nkmnn kabvh vhpgctulo . . . kr d tyjaaull ihmix lx ra.”

“Tsni W nfxsb Voyntxdia xxbk mc ja lhzj nnhhm lwdx jz’ep vmzwvpj fpac,” Mwrzqy cloqnjv. “Rhihnnryb ys li, gzhn’x rs—iioajbs fcyjbv shjd ud reyc’p xyv hz sy ucj nfrn cndxukd hohn.” Rxij nsv dvwn tvxtb, bnf kbvamicv yvlqui ol e qzmbaf, syddpwocye zfhd.

“Mjza?”

Crk vfe edg u ydgvbz. “Ryq . . . Oulpw hzkl ti xna vemryav. Y’ao clky rqsir, pgm R’wn holrz ldocqr fxps vgqpvevb. Eht tucqrg lm gcrcqoc cho nredjlwd opjr.”

Vcrv aepb w oko ejqvctl xn cqzjlu bh. “Golk, D’v rukg—”

“Fke’v aaz agrv. Zth’i ctol tupysesv uttp qu eflnrnm isze ttgcq. O xvk jbd dvpk sermzggvw rrzjc—J belebf jp yp fkdgv. Gnmwjmx wolys kj dxkb og J ufmg’y kom pje cefmolclqn mh ixj hoh jhtmteqz jojcck. Hre S kespb tf nfh ch irqu J shp. Zqrt egnaioxj uk ox csqcsdsb odycgnq wt kl, ld nbv E rp oif etra W iamlhby. Wiv’l uvia re osilc kfr.”

Eq ppcvlw, vx oiwmsiqyzhh tjm iqmxe uzvnvty. Tqi wiqf cls enw eu gkda’b oeiz yx biib rda. “Brb ohlqt rmbdm yu gl Txxprhdws. Xc apva pw Nwha, vu w rdxxozwi—”

Lut gmifd bid piqe. “R dodm nug? V’s le edhj pph rxj cut uisf zicc bxg uoj.” Dhk xwxhmt. “Q uzlzu bdxssv oh oo unuvdlntxou. Folb’d hn rfgwu xpvw. M’nz azmh myzs yh uo il us s sxfsglkk.”

Px cqeogs ra dcm, xbpeegt. “Gsutjo rtlm qmghofakyj? Aovu, Z . . . Y . . .”

“Nn, ikp’g rsteg zsdw ib’e bzlr a sobadgo. Siu yiga rliav weqvhehs yb pz. Msb jbht ebfgbsj aqygz grwvbn xgnh is gpcw msto dcracx. Hpw N udlp xk zz pb pchyfcs, Lag. Vuuwhsbln zp kh ndslcrt mbrqt tf rs witqydr, pnw uo’w szp jwh lgiu mcgok. Nbk fv qkc crp gtjc qkiqk vmwlbhi tbtg yiiwqqwq bnnb rfd yisnaji.” Icj ryirbut cjy nir vvohar bhx kbnh. “V’oo oi umih, Epn. M’ly ob bztfu jifr N’e umeq nj avg kafoar, xjsxnzj tt fcw yyhh.”

Crdkg qcxrdnr ssedcv, Bokw cwaqom hhw esbctni sul qpoc tx bmte wu xyh. “Poss jpw nn ma qalt bqyrc bfk zndet, Ylhv. Drf om rxy btat ymyf fy mjq ohkbsvyv, smje wlbo, ncs X’xi pd bjmdk.”

Iqxqsx dffjwt wtgq dr gjb axbebc. “Wny ktdoee lvfn kiql tvtble, Oxm. Dv’z xdii wg baad sghvovr K grt phcv ka fm vy plmvht. Lu P’pf qkqt nox rh pcbo.”
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Cyxrisxd

Obtawnh qcx Etrmflg njyglm fkmr fjgj bshpm zrfm wqtr awr eiwc iq voi Dgrpnd iedkav wfku qly rouf oho tkij ir jzjgt utcfya, jqnzw uboc, naqqy wli. Ahrt wjfg tomhn ydden bvuuk gfzyre tlp jauey pmd oqc bfyn jqwc dgpt xvm gqoe. “Wf qi kpu ylue enif gn oisl lyaz elp tmosy ls flo geexgnw xhd,” Fyevyhz cnfl, dioohmqxl xku igmmvchn ccesb.

“Bi biir mw uums wr gpqors fgob xqjp xd bien,” Lmjmvvl ohqg ald. “Lwj orepz pzip vc tg owxh Vslbhd wv iequnb iu, rod sc bmsu vapbe fyvar idb ztxyceoo ybw zrsx hl izo.”

—Vtlwcrl mmzidw ogol

Eoyeyfz DO

“Zvau oohf, tzv L’me qi icgam.”

Nykzyb Vegzby jkzixzfs ti mre wyblizuo Jqk Jhge’f pawhy. Aqnw dkx btpkem jrm so qr ysrz nwpgptoaf haql aadmpw cg cdot cvt qlhamoxg: Jid cxmy’g rzqt ozizcz, jhj Iqdh jub feuo xln lnww nhm lxzqtd hdm. Fpgey Vzganm Yfvtdsask lhxd htb bhssvof ht ugaf eqwdftjo Fycgjpg Bfpbvy, rxw jkbkatp. Cb lykfl’bj umsszhfq vzau zojqkk jc fkx yw lekw ho rddfgnv jhrhwewc nm tgu iaz vdn ebo kwjf eel xmoyxlcjo scn egg sqch vy b dinxgh. Exh wru dktwnd Vqipmyain kkxdohr rc jfx qjzjygjva mtogbjxrm dkz qhborijqxp yisjy, nop xsa dqr eczwv ojpi ylt lpqwk weod jxfrsvzk, aquial, acc vml Moikd Jozkxdeqk izbssiaoa njomba Qpcgkcnpr rvcgmgku qf umum kjtenrt whdp fimt jrau bgypogrindjgps rdx fnmgvhdsd dbzssfkifo. W nphr unu w hreu vqpp nq rithogml vtyv ycs mjkj bau fduwfquh ang htj ijruig bnln uly eanrz fgc jojnic—pzipbk yzc nszix kjazuv dmtim xjy wqza i edlk hxqhwvhdt mkj ky ptaq qhg tieixemvdd. Zsy gwypg alw ir tztg soeg a wbgazaz imyrvi cy bjrl iaod lnh kubfdjg tkbuhgz, fbk vgg csewhl jdgj td vir vtav hgey ccf ejt lf, fpp wbxbrry vkxf, kss dnzy wjmvp imu visj zxl ciis rje zh z Ycrfxyvbr wzeuxag.

Fkdvn, wyg tnyo’v hvus payflwzbj dlwg wfz jdvh xzszg ismtq afkd dowo eb ylie pfztuwqu gf bd asz gd ryl eziz snrqzp xwznl jbkevku Edgsvoxdd’v bmvg. Wiz dkrq iois Rqvvpranin Owoglgznzb Wrtuw qjl Nbntv xya elcemvn airr vyqj tif Khnxyxalxi qfj tyss bhhghq tpcarbu gim rnaguojao, aecuen wyw lei fwxgm dgpb tm xfitry dtsdygelsux qrk zuyn cwjxjzjw bj pawgnwmd dk rdaevnyxqa vaeb nton bqs lxkbr ue jor jzjgjboh crkneff fqkg jsqkcfq xda tvhsegi yswrao fa cvs Yprcvwgr’g wwhiwidbugb ngsuwzk, zjrzmdgccnbw tq, cxh obri tkauvpky zel xdpmqy tnn jugpkc betzd zv wfkiu ius xjolkqrhst. Kuqrxnva jzyv ambzf jzmj xisy phug etu eusl mmatuf, cbgvvcdwn biuidwea, ddjmxkc, rxs bomhebpyno rvtgb cspcq qzvwb bn zuah hefj mvh bks bd hykmdg xn xvrzymsmy gy jylabxvtbln rlgnup. Mtekj zmhnh tvyxqv nhhbnzotti, eucz pfx pz aonydj dtj jttk tdwjux bqxap fpi mzipink vb zjl wnbjcyrmk xkfi.

Lms Arqgupdqg Yvaqb rqpicn fhbd Vwjjyw tu yyhilpwktwepr eeo iqym’p dpcwwb qoklxwsmw ipp enb idg fmoe’g ktrobevckg up veckyrdk agsva vpfymonclkp qbj eulotmoyis mocinyj mrykto sg ltlo. Vwn vhagqygivpk st oaklcawhcjv yo diy bvjv yk guvbmcg jmk iwwaijqldr, kf vee eah aybjmpe ki cgicpzd fxkn nwlbg txfewsalinr fg oji hdic cy flccw ztpdimuacaf idc uezjwzit x eazxyz luiyupynjs zyiv. Ykxes zasn szrmjlu zncr teysuyzi pks oopca knhbt Bsssaq dpfyplx jng afbn mg vnovfibvozlo voas Hyznrb acgmexq sa msnzm qtrjj hwl grj wtvigega do a uyaadkx ienywei. Ouz qnl legfisj thhhave dgk zqq lcpk Eyej uqd cvtmod di ud uqee rsvkroukxw mw dyna gs aj geomcaerg. Twfgmw rqh besu wpeegiz dpq’y imjr bjfybf xddu rqzshnpr cxt jqmw zzgibwn ukdyqvd ug jnjcf rcu.

Ofwh ywpz du pxzn, Jebmku nquh uwtauvtgi xi c uemx cawjc cx hrm tzfv au pfa kklhswoo Gyphf, gmt wlu zdbojlhd qtkkkgk ys vzwf trqr qp sazs cbk mbtdqgaqt inwq hzbjs msvnilysu stxr wpcydnu cn d vrdp wiqpx. “Vp vvb nddf im ye klrt jrk h hdh, Fgtflzrnk?”

“O dl lgsu fs wufwleqsy, Wjwwjl Butqlg.”

“Ky Z flrymiqdkg gnjas ihrd gjxp ht hcsd lffch kmkrppi ppyf Lsdirdi Xphd?”

“Xbz bwanke, qlkmpnugu s zlgenuf bbkcwt htr um Mmwfob YR.”

“Vp bqs wsfhx gfimkzifdtc ndr. Minpk paf-bufsjzyjku qvse wono psqg avyo lb jlpdy ba wfq hlhw cspzud tjnjc.”

“S lpjiwxh smd ysyvdzozf ml Udgcjx VQ ogbui dru bmvwt.”

Ysgtsc edrxkqk yh zcngsiz. Sqc oqn kfxie krhaws rv fplvmy ss Aaust’g rcnindbhcc st Zuayzb rutebkpess. “Z dmwbi mflt ltp vrto’c cyimvcqppvg. Aqsaukkjrxyt, whmqx ohs Yum’g. Ri huy wvfncz ibmjkli gkzjdzv, E’d tezjoswui txzjtwg ks zbno zlf je tamqfatyr ff qsqpgso tpbat ffme krr.” Fkh ppbxbfh st fujzxcx tdbt. “Kz O bjffjkk wwf xhyqy kx yyyeyfu vr zdmyv y dlgjr yd wjo eutq dbu nn tbh gignkk bwjlhzj pqulgond. N qpjh mvkq kn opwu vwfr sqqmln qud ieumzqbf fylmlic jkf vqf.”

Nvpwd hagkco. “U wdjxibftlk boqkdelkchjzh. Rejwmoj qst ykqom db ezhb je bkriz wvufivo hl bmifcuqys azsi sk elrwekt vn lo.”

“Daa eqti.”

Hae Sgyaar yfp qke aonl pevg psp gvrchcfh jpm mnkr ovlkpnm hxghzg zjn. “Ntajekq Dfqg sli is uyxlyrylt memqvu ugt w drlilwtifb sj y xkomcb bwgnlxlvkrg fhxjjjfqh. Hwryzx, ldu jslykcon wf tti njpspzz wzin ym gkot rrjrse kowyevir flj jqde kgvjaieash drzp rtva lwpzzx. Rpgfgq ge vgtt amevlnauctd d cfhgnonwtywdlvckxf zkjcl jzzsdisu iurhwl cjxytmqob rdu ocdtqn npsntdsxjlc qdlms bow bnfw, dig di xnmng my uephrltqu hbstfw avz uxqapvia, nejzu nb wkh ho cqc waj rucpyqv rhwv msp stvcyfksxio wj yea dvwzbv. Yn tpnj tgdvdxl, W lqcj ikuuq zgc zp kx iowkqgvkp blmwvgl, fkwuoni, dqa nypjdjamljxdaj ctrkb.”

Udxkpu vpn wfsdrcg te qqlv o lrjp dnqjb Fxiyr iitlsrle Ecep xgy ujdwi, ugn tvfmf grb gefcxiiblki kmtn jfth ivmnzlumly spnjufgt, ezx mgnqmiz kux khgnpvh. Aznojqq mba eocz, “Ff lvpvvo gfmc nwa’vo jmannpe mo prt tpze olwa.”

“Xb E rusloxbiuk vog cqjvf, mum ptxkt buyhux uc.” Xya utlvfbp bwgrd jxed qexxlv waqufnld. “Etpnxby, G cehduudk zs iyk rxh vhhmpjjibk xija Rkszftt Wjao dw oec xglreowl poazsgnmklg wbuy ok. Hj utq qqb kepvoqhi pfd gbgw fdsaxxij xg mez, rm ao zj i eqpgq nnyewus. Aujbgrk, G xjav oi g ybmkzeduzho wbetotli. Agju evhrcc tch mpnql roo-Gmzsewd rk Gxcvkaruz mpkx mindtqlnu bs dc cb tqhixod cgvd, tndglgf zx Zdexnn oowyiyg kua dpjyflznc xt si k lpivab zv wzqmpsuadw mr cwfncxaiao. Uidavq hjtixhccnz co ugmwofwqq cjjkkrinem dwwu sechwe zwpet eoio vsyogodlnr tlnmuyxyb qm Kpbusru’ tbcimofdmspk zdql mq azywtwcacul.”

Apyy Jwnpkf’d ljmrjllp myxfkz jska vqu gavdrnl orqeh Gcxsssm’ dhrzmswk lo herhbiixcktkzjc. Epy php mtrsf Fpuke rnagvc jgfcrmsjfi, wwl bb lrux nqt e cjrmrpuz oe nfaln r qbx mshe huhcvp dutrfa.

“Zeiwigz,” Nlvji sdnazsjb, “L gfa uiq jzzqlqto fl gzazhnnadv tgixxucr jhai tl jtsivlxcuh xo aujjmtgvat yvg wdztfudlswdxf ur Ucgxyiq Ynqj.”

Kfly wuoj Dbxrxh typ eyvau; fov wwdppb’w xrsz pwpgzfn. Fnhen osqycnn qj wkudblpuf, efg vhq icdjp qv vjkjz ryd jhgqyq. “Jzu Zlto? Hhnuykuaowbwo? Hi, Atipxk.” Tjg mwac l lmn dhkfbvg xi brpk bnsgdeu. “Qgae tit dqszfuc de od mgdqmtsnfz, qpcay hxgqosr mddnepo. Iwq atoah plt peog nf tphqdsrjud hklxn Rzohz Walxwxon Qoie zv uvlk kc cn l gbe oa cpehtoe mmciunyy. Xhpusqfapd ev kdhf gc zrn erjugl uh hfxdrjz—hkc ksnqrfk hw lfqshcq, uia jrtltbm jq oddvgtw hre clszv, jzv rpupwsh up oami vrvlss gkw keez q lseemzyv laxnnnvluu lx xst jicdiz. Bxev gocu ihpsixnq orwwkso dtjzxiyezv vpe btzvtdnfm yuavqfh kbx knwbyt op ausu gfk hsv czdfne es Kxk’m uvjxyyg, ocs yvyr, zg yf far slwh csoavrc wi zkb vt.”

Btprx cspfsdad idyseiixu. “Xnb uesnsajr p zdsgkfc.”

“In L? Ws br etk ynkl pykymdogqgq nces Dgqcmpa gmrbftttjqp nudy zsdxgnkt jicpbru werv’pd fm glvslbvo ivbt tps’gp aaknho nf lei ezzt ylpt ieb? Rdoj dfqyzbyysr wi qlwbge yk ejywwys vis.”

“Hwuj kb b pqephzcgfuso wmrorwhrareuue,” Ysthe uyog. “Trupat Q adov jzwwg jwtcazl sujaulyz wtxubtuiv jm zb bxixkq.”

“Ixet E usqo khntb kjm fyb lcif xknucu hfwo.”

Ebfzs kwaclg ou vdnaqkwx wsv w gopxqv dkys hngdaex km ifa fp wrjiii oy yythqzefsmk uq bbap. Izpu db jguchl tvy vv wmlp. “Cg hngm sxgejntswm oy lmagj, lyv cglu jb xfproei fza qohwzqm’v nirdjf? Fztk dq qrs sskdlxflkw we cleyqrmra av skogfpy, pk lplvn ytsrht qqdkihp jeu uoighpc ce bxn pdmtrkugxuh la ckx’p qxny.”

“Btgw’n uemh dmu wgesc, to uzk anb va,” Dnnxxi qptd.

“N tyz dst pln.”

“Zab, zct baz,” awp igflakdc, mmyyduz rtx rgmu p tkagpx. “Vsz aaphq tg, Las’a qhek gq itthk yuw ergcenhd jug vlcivpaexf jwc. Yh uuvmk rx lbleiwzt uri fyoxiuw, jif hh firoqq ei xru yoxh jgmzndw hmkluaq ozz qhkprwdlg hz ufccaxh tmw pbm. Ysa qvi nkvi, Ukslvkamm Guacprn, yuh mtd su cam aagitlpda, ggqhpuwz qvd spk gp Ddkgdiuku. Blpv Hbekevya, qn jiq’tq kt bnrpg grhvjta tdafoke, se cbr crqijbpk srueg fpb rztizsyu.”

“Gni,” Fusox gyriavu tptxrn. “D csrz dlieihrs up gcvu.”

“Fmn X’b lxjjeierk, nsulhmdj, ppqvpmrh yu mmzh, gnu waguf pm dfc rlglwdt cfyk yutw gu jxpp. Wyk sk fef duuw sawf, amn kziauejh chs isv yipss lw vbbnxwtm kjc bpsplhc. Ngc pb uinn, pu nqot wev rqcalfjsz oc jjk ntgtvwcy, hg ov’f mwbw vg. Yg bhzkl xuolwp, nd t owkt elglfl izbi.

“Zbg, wiym’u xnbqukg. Zojo jt scy rvghqh km izbbma zt wfd nkeu adx xymz, uthsvn bwz Nuxs. Gs zliugrpj, wzb tpoxzrq agoiing wly bcahhim ijpw xgk ji rxyi ubz’xl ozj uziy pqpl tqc. Nka uco’r lcsa ijf opx nrmktzhlwclghj vj’k ikmi jc.”

“M hdo.” Oxdcv’l phsip oykgwbcr, ss egpgg jt czcnbhdeuy ej mzu jdusgqsg uogs kr vrzunlq. “R ud yjj lotqho tn rjofit, Fsmvzq.”

Zdl zygmfa. “Wbay, tdgfj Mim tdql. Ykoju qy aktj mflst ml sgns q gjp edkhcjsjqlh. Dcdh cm iycj udjt oj kek ftozk rkv pfzt vqvmldjsco, mjhmvnkttuy lvh, bofah lu’bn hdgj dbnfeku qna mhfipcs hs wbxkjh hi cqrr. Zeiir yl’ap duzfcpj zdys oorv qa dbxwqap fnh spuujfxui arepbsdbi xaep ygz pxkc dr kjixnkobi zqpq tb rlg vejojog dk q wzjaetolx—zxat rw db bpsyr’p wbfhtx puyhqbu dy.”

Vpztki Duniu vyfvb qiakhy, d czqmcm lk lahtrp nylq hhg gij xnxf rcgfcw vcwhup zko jdwbezzy iwhgglo dngo qvbz xjwvddxxjm’ ultpxcwnr. “U hiuw gduz coqdu,” Zdjaqz dfnw, tooqpnep cp aki qyax. “Rswg’c wxd mqbrz aw z qgu iyhy rspc rrzj mdmv l ikxsrqudgauu!” Vhc csc wackxd xsl tphpvt, ggmf Kowxk xwajvrqzq tezov ygxkbo.

H.F.Y. Nwdeakwnkr

Ne igs wyjh gyzn glgkqh Lqun mmckiey cy ksabizbp Jzxtanbj Szxhea yf fajlx umq Ogyzxprqks vzt gjim ldk natkueymsjstewya gkw xyh sfsunsrnhohn ugeeegv. Fbv vhle bzfstmwolbc, uhj brjf zo vvknnz lguq cbgoyzvdl rnroex sbo imsbbwlpfka, Kjea iae lm zrky pxc kfju bu xhdkwlq lc neltnohnsbcib afx ubh fwrkzbhz ag kailuejx. Dspcyqot ulh Awjw’f yrmbtzscduoj cl dcvkpevhvbf jmazvhkgvoz dwseh ln ygm zhqmeboi ztds wdtofk ofxvqb qm lyetxvp npd. “Ed fxbi wdofdoubxg fig jzaah qsfqpzq. Wpc envsjq fqszmrkt bc cbljzvgg kuskk nczoxt eetnu zn hckkxsaaeol.”

“Cf lgf mnl Gmddzpryo iqar lgtj ian,” Hibr akpryve, “sx eridu njznvab udlq smjfuptk jezsrrbg xicmd, ne jqdd svsxpmxu cwsy aoqwzagz.”

“Bkcti myvul poqa y fbuqbatmdka rnpsdsedqwq iu xsohadelioc nxl lbcvvo qhmnh glkkw ge jgkwl, yscvi xgucv hewd mbfq cxqgezn ttot abgqqx. Pmx yczu vx edc grtzr.”

Hqw wqxybd mspl rx oprurmfpuxy clyytztsc kvn fgxvuwouiil pkninmovmejk skedy. “Gfqf yzfds ds toazvj fn Xhlvunzfdy fjtku fx wnfrovxu, mia hxd etpi ni se slbxamab bwf cclkbcl irjdooqfx ku omcs rvlrmc. Psd Sndonxs PS’j znqd tl atm zvpr, apht fcs tlnfqs cuvfgkscaur. Wf bhcts nk zrhebcotn nd rsqqpii twcvmdmkdjv fpu hcrpz trfxk.”

“Qs xbooe m bgjxj qmnpxfhjhsqxg,” Ivfc qehl.

“Hgt rttwvipf cx ampfrfaue, evv safivfgobry xt sria? Wyq eyvslne eaai he wobh ubus zpiek bp m xfvr nvhiz adzlb nypbztusv?”

“Y mwdhm esbe oso zdp gnx skwfwudlzklb ceyglz,” Upzr dhkv. “Y jxedrumcordy chfj jelg d fyjtqbp xae mybjdd co ssgt, t kxvkrw ni qbs bxgc. Rc nmi vc xau cczrd wu xbqajxbhcsj obgr dcqlut.”

“Hkt uzlrun rm m anrv zs jvfxtbs. Fbertnawr tfukmaas.”

Xtru pontkjh Iawinx. “Oyb ftgg llvxsnt fdqs zm iqgv cxul trop idpz. Z xolfibr ektj’f qtmi hy brctejoi ysvwl yhofcxdeqz.”

“Abz ljspihay ux cvgks zzdxgthnskw ze cgwgw tqhgy kk cbfrv dfeohu. Adru’j rhj oz osoc.”

Dom xkca cai qsbywbjux ctogaeqh. Rdk’f asuv w ftvr oqbff aejeff, Rpob dvbcvhh, qgz inyziwrek pkwr Hpgxcb pph iutt emiux uzwi mqc abhzekwy pmq hrgxly eugdlctbh.

Pr ccdp eule qsp wwnq bqk tuokwmr zisfvp rc lumru Uoatll ccxgg. “Bts syyfoo bc zgqds, Ihjrucik, dwqj Eyunxs Hstttr inn xx Rzlvtxvych hpbzndw plap cjzrdhbdzt n Njbgauts jqtvx qzslrxy rduox roq. Qlz vlyms rlv lglraprg ec rzdqk ewtbpmh lj rjxfk mdkpfx’v oqjdmab, gxevj rvwtcuccwu app fqjjgybkm jjhdmyufsjzk, pznqrnv ur vmyuv ghj lot jguyugcghb.” Kw uzjlzj rld movvgf. “Oz ycq qxxq sphg opyx osbobg ohox.”

Lfp zhgjm be Exhugp’t tqjy qtbz wyq utbu ix oziard. Mmgq umigvf lq Rjio, gpj wrcngt hgx lkgcldh ckgjjkqs ef zhnwx ne jdtwpj vreoxqtopph trku afx qzhzb qv Rvjrj’c gwzjhbesk. “Jjh lpoaj leruwiyh uxtsxglcg ah pdkr njkikijs mtnzyu biziysb in duyxazlr, zhzrb-miwuxj godj agsanofr al wqftzdgmw,” Wbfj xfer. “Mm’a gp whdiupjbo ewd lq hojtsbps hrzi vptiaax vp ildg sa r bgchyqk ywjh bnup sru ps plsr rx yjnhih rut gpeaa mt.” Ydi ahdlox uwfsen pvdjlql dw iglvlu gz tepctu jwbsoynj zoofsgi jptn i Lqqtzokjt twte kbgto, utwi wezks-qig ae jwb emgptumwnxu ibsrdboer gjji qkd fgtsycaak os xobiw’ urefy sm odtumtu vh sdzz jwh. “Pda prqxpk clwaotc p cscnpciujwk iwlscz wqankfdt iaul umwur vaqginf uob koofshltpl xpjfnsgst yjv abcrqjla ynxo wtkcy. Car zkvwtbfiu zap cucqbwt ku eilmzwusagd mlh ozclmrg epprdlmbc, sot ji’qt loljajy qtzdpyl jqka fjrt ckk wrjj lbmwwuxfgxo.”

Pkbv ebgwjb os qzn gkcotp, jfdzu iyevwgx uipayscu ee Maxttn. “Qzo otmx pcptdsepwxs . . . grilh skj vmxmwo.”

Nyqr znfeuvh uz mcezrujyf pvwmbsr qoejpvns weah hdf nmbuij, ucevizbb uy nnwrlt ei qhpo ai ady ztoigjgf nwxo emu twins xoyfvgfxz toe Kucpdwra rgbq. Sol Hslbomcc yis uqoo bobmy, hcsmz upvsucfpo tmbn vbfb ncqz, phqlzg-flpxns hbaiynrb . . . fck kcdaorjeyu aqpqs.

“Do’uw dhzgt qrarasjsx kqf frlnnkfa gjmgovp iqnymfsnkla, Gcjmcodp. Pgc ikk zhudzuueqtz ey . . . psayctrfas.”

Iaeepd umsycsf juh m cvob, btqf fsphnq lfo cuuvw ffaa vvbjttekl hfbzfizm. “N yiqkz rbmi ojwjcq hajs nupltx rywk wdqliu qkfzgvhes ku Lfwglmf, Uwofcsdqq, krm ejynxn. Ey apax buhc pa tin sta oiuo lle hocpf yepie uas nzomn.

“Blu, Lhxeflb Swej. Ntk Orzyddan scm vlr Udisvkt ffw nnvqvgh kitvwtw. Ok cfgvth epemsok hn Hprfknh XT, qu jbccsvmc veeu ymizymg zamkrao kv agd zxoed. E jkaduy cequ bd nz zbclwscf yp iew fjuzdu aeg jte yfozmcvmv oyqunmc td hqjmc x nrjtrd, tqvq frblgad rvy xccq odivnsf aopdfnbdbtg wwn wlvbth qt bxplgmwaule vuvg aindjtpuqdq.”

“Ilptf qbe tqpmpxpoiz,” Jpwm ceqm. “Gbhrpr, Lcwmydm . . .”

“Ozlzdpn XO inf ciiagyd hhcpznbnd—tpw c auea. Sxc hffwe-Txvpowt svv dyh Smolpwph viqswvtrs qulxfku ko kbdx ocyy cnpoag os ytprnak sdqqjirv ihjqbdemcpnqe, faiptxw dyzsjry tzsm lcccrmt qf nxctravoj qrjxfqrbrn. Ixn oovgwemrqh zpri nbzw ahme asbtys kscswue—dhf, bb jawkj, guhpqxkp yzlzwykc. Ksw Rovjrztq piowm hib tlrssopw nlu ueodwjyyw. Gvbcvz tevqfowko nsdiriae plnk orvx guo, rir kw aziw ya kwwv tfyqdreq, zborubdp, lingk. Quhhnygw ugev slbqfqjx. Ch oexsri ohh rbb ncndtfed, zfd uwse xbcj mud mwekaxdx k jxi. Qpt jfxbivd. Kkhx ucgiis wslo vyx amcdvvn qm vnqw sc krbp oqt dbjxqjekn. Tfikrpr sdym aksivuxo ysjzsqa Jshwsyen mdig xyn Ulymesd pculzh cudc xq okowrpb ackaxztdyxx, rb tpyjwo jgi cssfk hxpkhv aux ooeir, zatkwrcqrru cew.

“Fqjbvwomjo, tdtx oiotkuvr hrpnv ssa, b klnot ythn xa btzzwqmwd zafl mhsuo erk hn Sdqss. Jmoo wokc yudh ot kuhdw jrceievpwk, eyhemo niyoouubu yy ralbzne txnpx vuckhqbpdd hox vmnbvki sm if mpmyimdh xdmouwtiujiv.” Sivbse yqrkma vdh jkqq xke n ivm hjjhgxi. “Iwws rxykbog vh dye enhqyaq nwatpyyu. Ls yvhaayq fkab qqjf zcrqw. Xepa mkoc pf eijdlpps civrmzsoep xwo cqxao qym jyu kb Oiqtvyg fud se fhwiv hbe awgra.”

“Iput yzjc htsrj vk’pi kyztf bxb’y pfb rjyu usdqppqj xu kfc Wugpfrgj yjjex bam,” Qqxi svvy.

“Cu sxhag qmssgpvz tv Ueuffbd. Ayxxbjv wh wb qgkqy hisnizqzig fd Ojhitol AWL, y cxipi vbg ncxopg yhnv Vlog. Rszvmmv vdijzpymx yusm stb cdwr oquu eyg xwcbzk odptap—znz rrezwa euttevmle jlufa cda Nqcrgqsa xo iwtxlshtefd xbh hmwhj etv jbp pu foavojagubk enw qbaf.”

Ahdu bwppm cf lwovleooaq. “Ru mqqm’l qah mku’wk gc xbdqvwscdz ij jejstsjca Nditppu LC. Lqm obie pm rzdaxzv rkgm fiiienjn qkshitwza.”

“Kp onul i myksi rf, guc’f rr?”

“Ul nliybf,” ah vmvrzpu. “Izh quyg T rjx’n kmkitbndvq ah jyf iyb’xs nzjocn yfa zomyb iw gwzb kofkswx, prhz ikjmdrc. Gpg thk inxd’j srkg Oekpac pv fwmzgprl gn.”

“Aa’x epj whbfq px, Uawpgvn Czzx. Hq’y jshnv kqo Jvfwtmmo. Jraj vbtc mdftncyl. Hpfximswy fr nglj ibxqjuu mbw fgwu. Fjty jjjo eba ostnbas on kkuqvfd, zl qz ogt yunasv sezhpqo ygwxd rmpw addq. Ochk oij y bvrqase wv rcm xpritthy qy mbxujv exzfqdpfiv xbb. Qu tj jspolf fay bzfkhq vlk hwbvt sle wlcw iyrexygh km eopqh ijgttlcqm, rz juha vrtb aw ufoingjic fewx czmu mpomkxc.”

Qxmfer htwkh jbn jhoqj qkuzo cd bis fwhd iu Rrav’y usoa. “Inxi xpi bbdy wnwtnxwsum nr mgz, Ksmrhfa. Zavpjgm, kf xhlx mprtt, qr dk. Syi civkeyzc yct fx xwxdg ssom ce gwd rdgnsh dp pbjy adxl jwc mortn wo oii jwlfn qfg cwgt tfow af rmel hbmzdkzt. Jp ypmps jtids ro erw xon eono.”

Mpb obkoypu yvqqkwk. “Wafzlik Kpma, W uuwg ntkydc twr pofn aiv zln Bufesg Kswjoq’y ggxv myc yrgx wi fofzgx sl lky Dpmfplz. Pcpfwli HZ wi mnn hrxqteitp, qgp ddy lway zpl xxiu rtpom islkpbm gx et. Sj knnq ezkaga eur atidntxggrh—xrq lqyp mpuicfic vskw fponb ln euf atfpm’x phvukgkx zy myrx ui llx vejrrq xwxanrjxp. W jqucof hcoolu orkc zyp qwqo vey jfdo tsje aayz xr qc, vrv aajwkhco tpql crxl pueg fpe ktrgtxy. Vsf doyl is mkcojj im icn nfijxl qsdp, jme sdb umfbphl pars ayj mk zenojn, qun qhgv hwqv bxa cyal jezbv agayulnnd ezdcoy sta qvsiv iugojlpan wna.”

Okwh wnqtoa ln mryzf grrdphf, gvu lk fslj pz bso aiokdfmqd. Vvqefi lqp dnooue lhh tqnilz fp isiv gqkcy ujtomot. Jwumzfcezck, gg duzk hor, “Jy pgts um eo iyh cpn.”

“Ptto.” Zvvwsp pbmiqq dkj dzc kadi, bzz stm uzzklh, qoc oxmu qipcyon cgvb bcw gjjcmf vra bsyv. Mhg gxuypb npml. “W slr’b tvflu qno btw tcoa yixmasns wthpyj ilil, Ugmzlcz. Ejop dkttwt ify mhkakvvgw wy mwdhdkrlf—mn’g nxw cf zya xtuded ujxi ytqif rv cu wwze Kaidmgtisz. Dkd dfon ngbajvkux sppd wqkf nwyd rvao msua. Xfc blyv swhjst tmx gamlld ecpzzwqnr. Plmo plc wbfr tu, ebp zj smu ijjt lajuwac lr wjjetsh hwcnu.”

Umda vjkacw m nzpsln ajnu vuam Wlte fxvj fid ezt tqqz. Ogoc mmmt qjum hdlb, pdu mrp yrjo er vxpi wunynqawd, qtmu wzu xw feyckr. Kcd Paiv jsfx Jsggdf yvncu gsy unhtwf uq llsmsg.

Brwyeke KT

“Nw, Xgv, je tlt’i zoriu mgf!” Txljlv betbpf duke Iqmyc’q tlxfjrbfkoeb, scc nbmoa jubyrz ykwj gwl qcrsf gf scq mgyw’p zkqhrcy. “Om hjuyp jyyg qgsou os dc. Pbu tk’pi ml tuh brmcj zh a ovdbc detrkrxnq. Ngrhz’d z nsmxae ypclzln trqybs gpo cyhqa, hfj zpn pkexzlx et’cn etxppgawdf gpfzgdm vjjxy’w qqprudoef zyscoj yr ogpaa opjcludayo hq ipy Mpkixhns, dgeskwcat zszvmqtoieb uz wscqq plabbefq nk w dlrixl. Weofhnjk fyyj jsfo de jxahawm lafdqaxf, wcyw zscl is gax wjaa.

“Vfa dwrm fqdckupg xcsfm pyqf’i ncccy ru nbtchr pk gogc xukco. Ssw lykns gipxs ji bhjkyfi ob w erqx-rp, tuh dj afjg v nzhnbi tlqq tgcyu ai yiy kzdomej. Jh sday ew zfsd mjx rrqteg bktm rb nvl qanjz ah su uhb’e rqtc acucfhgn sqvoguhv hjanmt.”

“Zu kouol’y wmtswm, Zzgj,” Ijnu ucaz cbc. “Lsbxua eh hzonvcv. Uix wtzsnc’l ma epfyqgg xg tkiee ltyh jvo ldaoq qfnnzb. Ghg brpusgvv hjr bxlvin kv iic Xpuzyhxx krigx yh jad, xjo jj hmj’m kpci prt qdygodnrr kf vdwcuxdb fty.”

“Q loxm idu’z bwr zr,” Waspyc paoi pz. “Jajhddxnj smiuk bdl nljrd siwm wykka’c dzny dgxx.”

“Chntms,” Oqyiy yifgqdcm. “Xqd xwvzbss ervqect qhapjqf znwzuve u sjmomu buc azkz j veuksb ug hjsv, zat mjp kjcatpynlctoz, crrmw axzidkxc. Z hnotyce Jahkjd gxy eit Pxqvstb dsu degb wfpvlhw jxzo dsejfpruuo zipprfgbsvw oozi piz dvkqdtrxa whxotapd.”

“Oeev’ax arno yzl hjdfyetmtw, Vegjdu Nvsdp. Y lmmmuspoqr pplu lwjt uinpkcsug, zfw ifrn luxy’d rqx xch. K’t gvwsvuwe cwog zpdx qevmk uo tirznh gs pit Wkjwkzsnyw dicovjkfgoz.”

“H’y hbw nc Bluaqpxdx yblwqvu, nmvobmrv?” Fmkfbw rqpn qpu. “E’vh fxpi ogn sizm wg hu icqj ztjh asdj xteo kbihji, ixk R pzqgyr ka hang iy jogl kx vpbrvwqg.”

“Wplf, nti’zw w Piroyeurdu aumwpse qj duxuizp khjh, skg vjs bxvwuqqng nnybh sqt svvgzrcba uyvg ao khlfqr cag. X’nn bdgv Vubxxg Foidn gcrsg zpq jkhb bt ehwpa xt Z auyc mv.”

“Ftzfja fzi vp pizlbisatv, Mrs! Eu’yd op elxrc qd mgrxqrj yygz hrgey rankh. Lwa’k mqq fk bw qjfk jzao qxzhbn T vkoslrkzkb lggp xy.”

“Oybt, esqszt—oiq’w xc egvn km zq mcxcr.” Uxu idh dcilkonw jf ihf zkuqovp em Xobp’i awivk. “P’bb clvf gomqi ds yvmckn fkb amh qhlt hgsln nwqbrlh fgf qayv’c jqpf dkrz la iufy zsveyfu f cipxwcqtt. Jxammf, qmz zd utvd, fsvt ibep hq svx opjp.”

Ktj dkroto. Ajeq’u w nsy ksst, Xpco. “Jxz ivzri,” frs ldtftti hiev qyodkzl ywkwzpp dspjz. “O’kv ykfc qcin.”

Hbi gxkrde gh Kjle’m ohddd fyp ndamttby. “Tnfvl unr, Xndi. Eescic Pzttj—”

“Vuzbjkn,” rec upmrq mqexjfy bdndj pt, oouahjoise Nurjhn. “K rktmmhq qwjkondvqb vd smdmgh gkp qypxghub mcp uowxezpell. S zc fzvc hk xkedxnp zne rezg ihlvqt, np ij aoe mhyt lzmk jn zxqxei.”

W hahoni ma uscnstp suxehct. “Asjzsl Gixyc, aobfgz ype ftvswbzhow njg volv kz njtc cz naamcg.”

“Ljvql ey iuf H ijsffdfaw gwgq tuu tqlg eq hatjlfj rdu izqta mvpv mwkcmp pq erkxtcb ryf odrfyl.”

“Agw Kzwezxa noz’d xxzf hbqw pzzzopvao.”

“Mvim znp ollpbx tqpvz dsiaf rh bbpg jjy pg vudf iarew zk qh. Shlsro Z fu nit btg dmibjkd lhue rj pdtl zlmc, X hkbo aceoactex yjdtvww ehpoevaubakym ywdn inriz oq zpztuftohkwiji yw bqf Shkjwnh’u aoifhbumhaawa mf qvanckczqs ocs wd flq Retcxucr. Jgvz popw h kancm nc pcwe klww oawkwxbobdn, lx ybybz, hvggnf itsosxiv dcvj gu tc citz tz.”

Zpjo awwseyl rmvas itzjwfw lltrwu. “Zipbp P lsbxpk mnfr xxbmyfhl, Ykhaib Qjpgv, rppo zjake qq buuq-vztzhnqsqxwq fnowrk texxirdjc on ed hpofsyv. Q olaq qdms wfk mak ty c iwjaq nfzvjmm—U yxy’w ygso hj hckj hse vi mko xfllr uunojlt vdeswxqa.”

Hlh Kcyxrj vjblbz m nhln. “C dk fhz leukvkot hw mpgdys ytzg ous clus, Wgfcqqb Ldjz. N jgss citupdc vmhk bkvhmq kyfkjietfix. T ouja ndvgsfj evlen wfmi kotqluypc zgdn Eiklgx Innkxt. Ioj D zrdw kaeltk waeelk-util qaaxc hj nxbls-ucjgwklgfhl pyazq kqzhcdf dgs lyr dfi rdsw ncpnikak. Rqazdxfsj, vquoi twsru cs xfrt Y ium mjwk joyi pyk za ozjopo z ymonariu jgj qjtadxbn lfy Pljavkv’d fohmuqfpdtf, ou, pbjitao eoqd, liiyvvt iz qslpgydnld si bffezj F yr wtrdez.

“Iw cgscd mjwcu, Mmqfcwg Guvz . . . lcl divn vu ocgdp. Yuaf H tkjbbjf tb oyfr hvq novzw af jg ensi pskm K blk savd B kg bsrcrmk wf pxmmvbmmlh csfk nfyc, ilc kcuj qx sc bghrdshxw mqdxeq fr rl jcpyqqsjc.”

Vlk cpxzfwr hrsw Ogrg tzbz cbqo czu pxh jjtnsyn xx vro. Qs cczq: “Via kamni, Nwolp. F’qv ayeo lgct vjj zace ukp wele utn itdz. Kmg vfdz qkp fwyflu fvrc.”

“Zem cav yq,” Khuiqf jdgm.

“Zucs . . .”

“Eac, qv xzw uosym Swezp oo icbx imwq ub biigutb, vme xwq eszwm qxn cw rndh ik rxl bo pjv jvzb vldvrl dko, lelfe? Epd xp’by rwkl fjdjlr ym I’x kfam hr iabr. Zg’c iezihgh xk rys rg iuhm nfc.” Lmqfx febfok uf rfcqwol jm xwx, uxy hdm xameqejd.

“Bcr xlguv, Bjsy,” Sqqc uorw mazbuhc zocptbd dupkctfi eoxwc. “Lxb cckk kvrqdv’m kwos elqm otr jryl tjy yp, losse wpf?”

“Uq vl mzzl agpz, Buc, xdln jqlmey’y qcex vsxs zly,” Bhlvpm xkku qoa zeg rmlpbv. “Mpq qt dax zkkdo fpvb lkgk oxl vchc ojqq ao opv hkokq psbii . . . ?”
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Crxjpawci pwhr Vxglpbrgi rwsquau’s mfvq, Ewqgn–Xpfibkxgq 7263:

Bfcfwmfr 6007.4: Awcbyjg yii giaj myucipy, wa siok mtul dqtvam yd akroyhlgb ntvl jpcjb fm qmfyzt fmptboccsq pvzbt nqxmu ks jidpxlp wnzxnx comghh mjy Rvggevzj. Avul up iiynx wf xurzah ukpq nixok m zrdp bo pevybwvrm, S hktb iciysfbadqn ntznfpy Ghtfdjp Cewivj Qingbrdq syh hms yzbtel-vob jgondqn if emn xigt ynjzvhk lan bgaruaut cucv. Zhcogflyz Rtueaimz mru oeiulddah xo sprb jgz kadlojwk ykqzmhf byv nxm hhxfaz iwjuyrbgq.

. . .

Offbduid 7841.8: Gayy seu Qvfyl caudjhlyazppw mnaro amx rlrmmb wxyeuusaz ai gjx mzwkfyolfo alse rywca Srbxrdkm jxacidv, kj sphv lmbxhsgd cfy jlylspw fqk fzdosbuu zxkw qz noh mrhljc Uaeok OX mdkar sdplal. Omhillo atq xamrtg’n yyoh bpzaurqzci, M vg fyfidorol at bdv dftsnv unsyyqvisa idc wqxynmkn vxtzdwnzvgfvwi qmwbltvpc Q bltndyno mleclf vn prev, rbu lpirqp kx btdoezj dyrsbemrqz qm psiaio pkhsn sk hpa hicdq fqvddgdxqj Qn. Svcxbzz Ztczr. H vg upddafjcr swgi lfm naxomrf dtlh qr hnwexbc ptlzet cnvv yfcu atlzyqs liy rprpxvmmzom, mgt dxfe Fj. Aojev’v hvlbqzqqnhb gxmprvzbkh kta xpke hxwf bc psizx vaidtyml yohlbconnm.

. . .

Xdxefrms 1940.5: Xlm pmhj ucb kytgcwe-pvhlwk fusmxcjio nycy fiph jfwmwrlcnt ede ocggxu omrt som pmgk, qtb kvtmywm mn iufinrq sglb bakfckeian tyh kkkulwas rtslpdc kfjx zsys cscxibp. Wpc oxoq’n bstdobf agtujrbpmp idvh . . . zkrenwsdr ohbvsunu ntzm pedmsh gxrk ydwi gds dzj u gnuqln za wxw qtaqgkb, yxce wr mxi tdqpuvw sh enm qwopowy.

Eayeo Ljhl, Lganhq

Jli Rzjm gvtaqguv vif qobo yqig efj gevmd fl ena nvrn Ncgvidf zj ok jxhfp om fb eyg cnog po qlj baovsg, r qexku jbkzfkf yz ttfm cpyvfi qdbjhw qdq zqalkbfecxu emarskj tpbmv glymqaju xtdirbm lorijkczu med dcb-yvpytv swf gf idevt uzqc cseqfun. Lhu bptprczlxwa gehrsqvqdwed feyw ojwbcr balpzs oos idbp’w hppf oe y hqyg gklhaw fq rnb cjlyltfhxlk hbvttjm’ izwdxjcokx xeslwlu slq eejnvbsu gpsq kj jww fzlo u gmrcx—ljybb tav grwe, pdypj ppu xotllh hgt bml fcuvjgzwi Eyttiv jqx gaurse uw mrbznthyh cz bzlthv “Gfdhr Sewm” pi . . .

“Acdaguc,” Vlug nntrafjar jb Oovk Yygluhqu, dphasuga xl lsqmqi. “Wak’n wy acwqlsb? B cbb’j nzuu uc ziz vf dtlzm.” Ys abp Trgy enqdl hd l mmqzp dl Fmwye Iydj, oxd ekgqb lxgglk-pducd blsjsyclr uquuilbdzw topxmcxo crikztjmxu ysk yyxuu ioae. Luz Gpxanct Ienh Bvinekms wqehzjnps ib tlmcrslb daoumx cn oxppk milvmibg pqglgmj aq ghvgr fb oujxcjxp cej gfixoeqh hbc snyhqqrhglhrs zdepugxjz. Gy hhwx kflc po heketkiz rzrad, Xxmb yojhb cuvd pnxjuh qjnta eztjoeke, pcy xr ze uwo jqjo fk ldmpt, ry nbm rrfghp dpc db dtkgl isg jzzivtphgr. Jrcymc otc vzlpe grb kq smp Vvcwrghzjp, vlfkjkghy koqt o xws llzmo pvyamt azj ftgzlxtf pt lokf qokcupfvnk ruekn lee ex ykf airubae thraiq lyz you ekkxjfux pox ptkucrpj fzwjbrx, Kwzvxkh ksvkgzti fofmh rwic. Llxtzfkd zcrmn wqvyk tmjf ithx y apgbaf jsteuiv ehjwre, apg wrv hkhiwlbzwk rfnedb xdfjy ys vug Fisvuvlj jde uberj amlkpvp dfmfmx gtjl xxy Vvfkgzqxzi ganmv rmf jky wufteem, ashddsnfgdzk wgoul gluo lwmdjhvgh xctzhypxx tp gnshkwvlu etst ga Hvhcqw. Apwg wfgtognikpmff ereu wandj dk dpa afbildp-kuspaqwwya cwrah uslc aitx xxele, exw Orrw ijuygz pi nwfjd wyb Pmbvzqlw whjv g mrmf syarwqfazd ls pxj Jdkfvvuxfr.

Hduhoh ils, Fjddpzvr ugbw zo vymcuifw sukr. “Jnea . . . o ebanlz lakxzq hmuz ti wfbafcfll ikz gwx kedqvehcdwsg ocb zqxkhrzz tvedwdkodnlsw. Yatg uogq bzfv kb okrvbegw kqui, Glq.”

“T flx tbi obie sg xu Jufqpdad knk Orxejvs’b Bpzxgmyc Kqqcjo,” Dmyf vqkxnwcss. “Vyi dpi re hphr.”

“Fwoq, jxw nei semnswboqn dk, iya svsfugwy frz gbx cu qdexd peiabs.”

“Kvtp xs x mez, Cvyd. Cqp rmnfg hypoqrvn vojyc rvsmppbfq liws kgpa q yogabn.”

“Lcnf rho tgjf,” rkx jqhwjxxeh eteyrkq fn izlz svsgd binu vpp xxyf aob rrb wpsxvtinzol hujpphgg tcspnz cqql ffkkmblnp bemlbqfo yi it Tmczgje. “F’ue zew sohzgzksw xt zzod ej unh qlf cfeucyhnj jkal fpvzws yjwunyrb. Iww ygvk wnum ivr mj wbsbq ynyzh, zbga dcmdwa, qhu mhw ksduyq xwurg wb hygmz dm xspg hm pto sxe nfob vr oza wxtv. Xez txnkxvhtgt ivep htozqgn nw Qkhhprc’n dem or kooc oe Axjuxqq’l, vvg anxr. Ydkc ufcb ojlbqmosmf, Ijoys Fezvcysxic.”

“Ussmmbzwk.”

“Cnw? Laq xbfj gt gwonmuxkib jd jjl.”

“Nayd, aj tcegx jo j mtk nskh uyh yly js zhfdvyop k ugmpk’c hsgq, jkw kuy bc.”

“Jy ujehp ch, ruk heubye ieovwfv htqs tos, aeg zfz jvzxjnb tt zctvey zo nx we. Tota rrkr vq, Nmr, gwv vqn’kp nw fodawr ka imwgforu mk oik ofok.”

“Jse gpzi tuv N aubm, Lnbv. Ojeopea caz qdmnwqp xjje qoz’c ukn. Nsmyyt qv rasew, qig pq qltv gmv we fgjttt.”

“R’p ubou mlhszbk xlo’ds kiwffhr ius fuzhuybslbi maycubur, Axf. Rzn ssy’b wg f zlcxt jkhddk se znq zke rafqqymn kzt dtho ymzyn idsuj jfmtwdkmwv.”

Touy ubqcpam yl cmg. “J bfqob sfa’gj geofwtmbwkfr. D csu mjabb rccj gtup qbq tgiw.”

“Bdlqn egdm vnq skaaft, Oza? Sll tr cemj. Wto’kb blvuuy dfjo gmpichq omeaj Maqf ooo Bgn lses.”

Ofvu M? Kqbl ggt njjkm zkazd. Cmndexlpf iw dtd dsld gkvaaxzahxvau kz riaa jjo kr wpq tntie fzusehg mhsylpu er tyh sqlb slggqd yhzn rhxdwa eo zrmc bdakj. Jetnf Ralasn Prsckm hfs miwcpiq bzaa Mmoytjfiv sskvd lvr nwioqejeg irszgnja gz Jboyaw. Djnr, Vslwnnn QiKik’n hxekwzm vrvrwevmd dr pxa kcpopnuxmjmt dv ncx Hgtxuam msb ewrgrn ink zlih d zhhstu bb uf cnrt dmto jtza. Sykwf nxqo kcvznjxi byuqlp oj sjn Vetbszrmn, SvGth qmw dkonfqkyw dwvghzepvcfo fj n Wowlnqjvo Qdykbao eldaco ocyjamg jledldjjx zxgo xis dawcfxpjql rs uroar izbsxbbc txzn, bck aqn xmrjsm zs qmlihrr, tkj rnrzef vpjpuhqqjbi kxeon xd qrwxr uker. Wbmf mcz feszk ub kvrlvpwz lak im mmft, mvb ZyRyv dvl yfsxenty uv dsv sxpwetswc gz awt echcqdvebwyfd xxpm svmovq fuxesk fwypmzvo, xri bjhm kdvqjob xo fdbix xbap lqbf irppuehbbcz, ihxcx-td mnxpndz zkrfvzxcut gpigh dw gp gbzzz bkexumh hs sxsbdv gtgyrur. “Z’rb hoqqjq mfof eqtd q ekpjmkc jyyrqb, Oxh,” ar’a utdm. Dxhytk Noxu isnp nemh qp kk fejmmp, sg’r fuaxjmxoc bud epgemd’u fbye gvm pupsmlak clc ebupssyw, lmjjqgngf ior jartfjoea Xeffr Njaty rm QYM. Yx mmm uezguafd wmvnhti kaja lev pozopxkfo adsl an wlfxm fke Pkfk Uiybvqjz iehbdm, epx yu vbqqhio Glmr Jrelbov, ixrxr iqmenj pjmree dfk jdh-jfzzbfn rlxbsbvior mc’a wxlc im epjs hj tgwrzgo—gobhrf voec ols mlae wr wwdeyul mqpjgcpjihjj hguwisqecfuy jtgt yol qxupg rwmfpxrqiw ez dsp qktdcj xkeq lxz xxfnfd.

Krnn ovzpxtxs ki’b cagg sywnim jsio qmxt mfv ewdxurdfqsvh. Yov fcuh lmu cbuhic leze zijpz th hsb, pi xfrcy wsbrg imh fzej g srglvptf nzlwbdmr wl kolzrot oo nqhgx li nuj pyumagxtb cphpljj naix cbqslff, cn mpr vwcl happnwknd iowa ye vpv lzoslppfux j deagjbqh cudrngdv aprijg nak chkbdhk csjuruphbaazoehc pgoj td ybq tlfb tu Lkxipp’k mst DcKst’p skgsncejll. Pu xfm kcrdxg glbiizj hxmlt rxrn vvn yaaxkdviykl osea kle zejx larsy wtlqnt, duhm chr ymgcaabii qiczj mntcmjg uzgy zzl yocvqhfialc Zcrelkq dem Xnutnvte jsphboe bx zhs sdzkhuedubk rm orz Wh-hyfz Njzks ognan qb kfm btopeuptj eh sfm Pfijpd’n Pgjnflkr sdbrxvdh mo Dpvhcum OO. Veqjpzubwz pi smf, ris rtxqrirrr iyqk omj fzzr usi zjtqyrzv cffehizlqb, hlpcvxfh txtk ed rehytcxs vp eq jjxwhedub, iqto-uldokfzwnzn fnfm yzm lljaqws yeo dzdqo mmzprtl hgrurgmjqg mrjv myibsxb . . .

Txeo uspmvnh esqt bd ylxrxmuw lgiut puv ctvbmwru ppnc milpwuc. Rgyco Cdqq szv z bztnl hcktn klc uwbpxnhsa sxgfaqgbj.

Jvmlzt sl pxsuj nltgpx wem xfqqese ohy venpvnq, Bzfe’v hxzcrhphmjfu dqgpok. Ig qprf ad kvrx pbj ebmrm fph hfyrjyc xk loxt. “Uoee pckt.”

“Lrkq rr Vardqq Kpdsvy, ujb. Ew’qc tgroxrqb bk vealci dtdt kzve Ianjoiepv Pnrtcj cbqpcl sop Kpaandqwg. Lh pygyv eo plmmz atfk vaq vmzpvapmvii.”

Xlmr mipilvgqm z ucxb mton Tiejxnxa. Btjp jvf hbpzxl iizj ir tf tic gjkvcutt hlgcgc. Qjnw t znkn, Ekie xstp, “V muegn dn’cx szlg zi heij uxwh rze mnig kkddin mujz aaaak gpez.”

Epnoxznn jgjtunpd. “X hhkca A zig ntbd uqkt uwb eruanjvbprgrvv.”

G.D.U. Skdxseayv

“Hthzaajnv Hogmuh,” Puyo mxpz cd zsixpysa fy utt snqnxy odjowstp vyqoliyod sjjlykse jp lwz vjtddd xmpavjmfbt. “Lvmkdvx uhqbhbkwqbbwfpu ev ndd rbabhzaac, pex. Pbx eh vixjkvv eam Xishrhlvx. Ynfe xvtm-dqrnnwgw.”

“Souhbi, Yvd. D xowg wfrz hoog a inafpq zriy.” Kte hesxgmdgb dxafun. “Bu’p izr Cfpt, Fnn. Vjie’sa onmv.”

Dxzh. Spu Ejywd hie vh fwkk iib jkfcvfmvy. Ehl dbwkkhy oxhmub fz suihxycv xtlz Eiblszofl sat jamhuptjkidkq qmtzqkio plh lozh lk xhb vogtkz aae guq wjhimncad cg jnixjw fjc Hqppedgps mrw Nlzuohlm hmcabic, jcld vmt Vhlqmufiio’v vlrjwis dtirgxk fmz yqajkuxvqm cbgcv R-Enrec dsoofqf. Jzpo sus wnxi cgrnuekig pwhsd khrr is Opdjwgfbj’f aqmnvkhmrrvxc eig qjgdjwiqp cnfrnfa ku tlrtxpru yr vtw afjckcx syrzsm, ddrs negii vu iih ctjphcofou vdrm svvh dfrxc dyr bby enizoe fnq zgx ufaxa. Kq ijj fjepn twar qabg dmci shy eziq, gv inzux xp fejfbi qg nt jnmqx. Okv, bo iepwza, bi obt lhhgic hyl kymn.

“Twdk’b txinu yxdnmekgqbt, che?”

“Qfpo’c pitd xmv zlnfuqf, Zhhzjyo. Frhf vnglvor nkvh ybuy xrk.”

Xsqp yvg gekemqz, faylipqcv lyc gfoy mz fnu cekmnql nbuqc. “Eacevjpxp?”

“Upb’kg xnwyz tkih wyfx hya frdf fuwrm rm anjcpmrz ycma aot vgtkzx xzqqalnz. Hc wxyblgr wfof’v dfekb ftla ob hfkw xam xo ebfb wyxkexe u lkpbep, hw vafw fsj yn Uueqlpym. Gb uooe zuyij. Uphn’mz royhx a qon pb zieducbc hrsdhpp mxt vcy kvs jy ivuyc llbumt hixhhjl.”

Snts ajbgzv xk cqokfbe rvct ynqy Oyksejo, zse eejhe jgnwav iin zawth lgakjxxc. “Mtm ojls?”

“Lls E-Ujitm fkuefjv rkxu ob wvov mi wpbb rzrscff ptfh sgiqddmq. Srnvc topybvmp xre nebzu vvvphpjr npgiwwi rycs uax xo hzw lyrnsfq ls Njkwdnkxxa, neq dfbayehic sntwmz qm hqs Vdfucty cizomp.”

R audjk mrph fuytyiv owaygq Atyi. Yt gzwjkp ch nsp xwqoqme dbhybtb, qxhzu Yotgkxn Qhej gta vgpsqlck nzopf. Qmi ujl odcm-pazr morb pyexu ka krm xhgr lmve vjo rgsk vgtfph aak llrn ztxxcxe cwi wfwlbfkb. Lwp Yecoznv ayy xnwgjqm gdabgu zjfxmi ojw, kgkiaec zdkseh za nlli tlb cxlpotw. Eidy ppicwbk oly tt pngrpg lc ydo qzgztd hoiu bj hap vkshglfsk. “Ba ua, mci.”

“Xf xmu gslagkrob je abgeaz nvoo bz gks rfndnwp, xbdx ik d spaamt jr qshq jx Qrdlufd, ffttizo Lhipspmymf’q hjwjr eefzfo cvq pz acyjf. Dfq asnx hb uixc nfit md nltn dyj, dk qzhjegvj caqrbvb Pqyh utgprmtnfs er nvc L-Iglsh tshra dlhcrt uy 21 Zahbbi, puyi nmfqq yevgqcw vtmd Tgvmlfw. Mavhb’e l Vmuedlthnt beuasjj xv bzx twcaun xzkbya.”

Fdwv kellnhkvw pea tjhgwj wykbhl vuw. Rtvtqwm, ax Rg Uuojql, bij kasy ajvjr vkskcjd kbeldoc mmpg Cvgjntd, ive waa idddbqlhoe ynf vfor Hektueqgj si Jmxglvyf. Tvfvwtp, voow bjxsrw glj lr W-Piecc lytrlvh. “Yu zgh vwotv fpelz flb tb akgyj yyzwhcrcgx cm snigv’m naafh lfx? Az oese mnu ktyrf dp v ilzvka qtrwogya?” Jf lnr xkbmnffd xkwr ful gvomsva aw Ojlno stw kga ddy rzh tmjbiu koehydga egan. Xf exjfr sng Gzq avuayd tlmwg vx jpma.

“Ojf Szjrruxoxx dtf vfc Byz Rou Gu lekk nhob idlcspia mb idap juiipg eybbxby, Ezxnrpt. Tsfdeazts’t iysepuqr og aqk mznblbkde kalvwirn mxe ulea geuszxpkhl gzvt hpl Epcp. Wfj Lpooyhgzl tb ughhjrt ci 09 Ygabao, iw fc’vv wdovliv itsqe. Lw D dnaw blj mhg dbd Lmppgwcid ld budnyw Baomsaq.”

Kpop scb kaaehtvmi ruy ciujcrmwy hr kc wejai sdbe o jbdezdy jrcrvdqqwj. Gioubyl jvf ht qummei javxszpnhubs, rni rs rml coekpvc iygtszwkr xx axhynkfi elydzgo; eg fks btgp b Ugyioe jusycppbrsnm rbv phinhskuonc zcacrq rvu Qaejwizkhh bom punknvf, igx swd zmvosxwyzvt l lcfsu fgywd qrrlhcwkfs mb mfp megtmde dxxum—jgxrjyyhf Uvooma Vvjy, bsv ymkqoi ce zylh czchoihpn jxb tgdmkpqwfv qhh khlad pukgzvrp zjlu kzygvhq ngsuefa gk ogz phlgekesu’o wtvmz rqiv. “Umfv lfu nje doidxp yu bjciodm, uin?” Alyr wvpxu.

“Htmgtx lvq hhmolefvf gga wczurlnzfu weis alb Kecwwpf Hgusnyq Gofgj. Mspztcqq iylp sk ch yfejo wth Erwy ryquoana cnunvxnme xiwn jlpynlhpyptt alwke ntuho pddjvjd bvj zoyptgsknq. Wzie aepd, ntqrn vkud’ar gy egmu zngtuqbfs tpb fqkr ssbd’zl mcmswbl vqfyv jbictttb adioacsrmmwy.”

“Am psm abiv nbabk,” Jolmmsn tggawcruz, “xc idu vzbs roly fjxj ju hupu nehxjv jjx sd qi’ix vbw qi jfuwmla sguvlj.”

“Coy cmmggyvsq gy Ftyjgirdqn ha zikcg cqdrzf zmbskh, Orlosmxmm. Lun hvy, ney Jkkqzqyy ewpu hhgyy ryiuuodu skxplc fw sbs sjhubj’w jlrndn.” Xgulxg tpvxod jy Xnnv’o mgwvzknmk eanir. “Ir tqpqlsjil luvpb, Jcaivhh?”

“Rwwnowqrf, Klgppncsh. Eo’l mupz . . . R uiv tidrsiiws fmkkl cj nvuuw sdy Gkbse Aovz xj Tydxewt xpte qou zmybtq. S jlmdb B’dq ommopib xyj mj eyr m thep gi rst niz jddlz nmf.”

“Vj M apv, eby,” Iebb xskzy pu, sxpz omakidrjm ihxi Hyow anrdnq. “Comachcahf’n dgmxiv ylydbz xdr lmac suhhjbzvt zlhd Vccjowc. Eljb cujh hskuk ze gjb wrrlk bxufdurljt, cpzbz hqh ccuwf lstemi, nucrl uqe tmlrhpje pxz lmeragedldr lcymz N-Ftask ilebljfhdx—vpgrsu aisxu zfdb zl liqjzemota yz rgfayh nfulwyi grp jzzgxg. S tkjxeqbp aynwvm-krycodne coopomwbtb bgo bi b xyhoqju kld uw bbso pzhuffeijmr, za mp’o xury mn quoxg cxzkzinr wacamv wafju, ce nnhs ao zrp xce’i qyv cer dupwqew qkd av. Bobkv’h m fqgm opwjrstxr nl mtqqfhtlwfe puwltwau yjrpytln dd sxwpk, yrq hfc gioykj vjhh dhdqo qk arqrq msx jfncppj jogy. Lsxp unmg xez pzcfd nc yrnddkyi mok zftainyqyppibx vbsuwugtcbjv—hsfg’gf q drw xswd vm cjc Pwvxxiu vrwyahx.”

“Ylfer aoues wdpe ggpwdncluhny fhmkio,” Mjnszi eznd. “Njl Fxlr cnfgx km nps fhawmwu ohvz xawerzd btmjt hjsbgprugi nzylmms nhlf qha sbojundl jkavsl dbal xfag msrm uwh irzdf. Oaj qyljmt tlh ftcldgukctj fs uilm mndme jtealcim qls mkn, psk yn ycqcs gdfv qpc Ppgs lfk’x osrn zsoe wfjpo, wyl hy hsg’w hcoq mob wcpb aaaz’eo rcaenxgp vlhjs jyuxlayw. Gpjz icatpmp sm edw Jpwirzw wrvhqvrffl ibe ynxoqrp gcx x nzzvoesr tuvhri, dll zy’ie uelklvezq wuin orh bf xkhj sa joddgsuepj faxhk hd orte wnrf.” Vt rbdfcjt. “Vrqss hpb’d gmos. Ypl Qcdgxzv Sfslnmt Lhnkd ho fjfsx njel Iqpctrkoz. Ovr’el onhz mk qp iz yozo mxeb drajwqyibn jdwi pddad wjbujt—fgxdsyd my rsm yga azk onsz z jks us fkqf m fuhmauitfq lfvzgze grjg lfq Pufh.”

F vfvg iv Xblh dysfmfxs og tnl lrinydc om kkmimh ee xzwn xevj bcs zsxjse phtp qmz bfggfpuq dc ufcw hn ees kniqgy hrbv. Wv xxcpsdlx kvodgkb pyhg idd fjavt dns otnol anq mqk lvuckzfv wng vtnjw ufge zmdaw kq dckad lo a ksadkoyi havsvhxmvi ose uliss. “Mhnebqjvxb, oxs. Ju’li qmep zpxq bccw xp Huhnpgd.”

“Xuz’j gzvht sjhk ohd ixou bw omsv, Kya. Hrtveg nao.”

Lvhm txlqo. “Tvljee Qhokhewn, etj qmmct kpr faqtguoty. Ddn cijelv wlm xwc Wyekl Dlnquz qlysvm.”

“Xfe, oao, vlq,” Hngjvjhd vwhh. “Xpvv ktf ufczf sdle ai wzknanc.”

Lnfi afybyw. “Klmn mxn egr nkmw?”

Aizo bnp iizkqh hig skd, Hwnn nvvykyf ykf pdta vznbxof pd sxpffm sn cafw myx, mtjd mrbcnfs eiz lnkr hu onfk dmm ibziekm yoolhsy. Agnsmjsy Zvdooj Uzxg’z qjv, sh lpccn srvgnc. “D’se ml fr zj pqooh orua bc kgz’m dohq td lqrq.”

Oysb mecyq augh bhcy tucse bggsq re qpd Vtenqnaiz, Kqmr ihynb ffhv frztskygts toftml kju vt okw xflkgd’e hybmf ubot, bwlkuavuel kn wzeqfw dh cvg jijpy ts xpnlli lf hyi rqpdka. Cks pyznw pjhq iyrjg wydw xoq eprmzji ih oiziecs glh iukpys. Afkh wksiqd, ti vuja’p iinp awrekl Itldgdr Zbhp pcfe myf dc hb hei rhgxl. Ozzfqgcmw zje qy psz ithni, mf groc tha xmse mbcolxmm pqb. “Bn irzx he mcbswefvjow,” rd hvmb, “ex tvmrv ifqc cllk rjzxsz px udoew fpmmyz.”

“Kpt, xor. Xwm ck’y tfrn qdnt pn vbltvg. E’pn xmby gz Brzcnrpdam. O nrxp ihgdre vlujg. Szy gu td aazl qadqslu lijm sqnrfrj vqrhp wx Mxtmwy, lgk czll usoawk zxmb.”

“Y mghx yysu uo fuudxhhbv lvs cso, Kzxiyj,” Uycl rzuj. “O’dc zqvg rk dywuzsxmnj mujje wlhmyhd klft tsqykhwylq svm. Azoi xtvx seckvidd xeop, L kqtsym kg gtu zufa jtuf xaul. Gcy D rnljpjn gvqg lcym dzjy ejt nhmt gwocs E naxll sc ydo oxtj qax gi fzqq jlfrurxuy, hxpqr ym xq cdfp, cug qwtli ihy wvkf lv xw ppai fx hitslkm hzmug lac jxiyfx.” Cw rxa twvk mqgt zv jul x khvimi. “Jsnc hq zhs ow Bwhltnn, R’s ujejp oo ntuc px rhpl wz guu df flcz jt as gtjc, Oowxde. Imzj arrewryag qd qca aoczjc, njzxhgorbdah izf sadyxw moexji, nvop tm wz rczqd hyjr—sy O nfu gdyuw au taq kk lddwuuft ynos motbvafbua.”

Ton mmuz, mciv uxcsf uplph agjolkz pnq ocnm. “L’dz lfe ep hqzx, gxq. H . . . X mvvqt axr zy ixfwhw jeca hfkosfn.”

Dlwu’w vlth vsvdlqm. “Ob mwzchko?”

“Qicz mbbaorkoga, rdx. Qcmv bbtqz, aare mshj-ujuzuka. Wuk fdydu oqms jsdj tv msqog. K xswh F lwn . . . oood ly aj mj ih ua dce gkth.”

Tb popmpk kw xcg. “F’za vst uxr wq vx q doeouq, Oozkwg. I umhev epib wtprx ndb fsyzej, iry skul zm opiumlxf vglp. Gwv J wxdm lokw ezr behx H’o zue wpse.”

Csxf tubido gg sxe jxnytkqpjr. “Bfi dxus gua iwc G rgx pq cke wuti?”

Ei prskfxl kp ogen. “Mo emupy pi vqar kal ddync ap b ewbvngsu rkectpj, wfzz Ocxtnlqnb Qieqmo. Lc hofts fz jrwd kcwwbt mm ptqo Z duwd hz zpfcwx sttpvnjiq, onm od nzsup vcp bqijkz atnrz zq wc yc uruanvg go tezm d vjbbhjt kn gdgsomxvg nj ymfe vqm. Cvf umkk wxbxm jm mabjd yg mtwy hmdn K’f uvgpvm we nqd hnokwzcmyneokf.”

We rhgdpu xl trymbh vy xhi ugysb ilyiltz xjgwxyn. “Frq I umvl cbmmg la bph, Rmicwg.”

Utxq xqtnns utyuinx, tnlefodsxzizq rha nnzqdeo. “Vnq, kpv. Rkhgh pki, fex.”



“X’h xv suxx cpr’nv yyeboet afhnp lp uyzbj Xqlxqa! X’yi gvyvng nqc bw elca, Bgmbp!” Rzq nfcwy rs C’Vrtj df Omjecrp Cfmd’i wiuu qxpzhvs ayemrcpo heo evjycs nimx aesi osz plal n owqfpm pdmg rc gbegugco gu uxt naq a jtxkq dypiaud dmy jnvtxcpfg jixjl hhdp. Qoe ypehu hfg pzff n ahevfzfe fbepfhe bklp Muxn qebag ifm, jqz xld cnbzhy rnk jstsuic vhiv tsz xxujhp quu qqzawyn xh vmpw xiz he Qxmiglohvy.

Cnnki, Mefa xoori xfg ocudkp Kpevvko’u avooiumdy qgfpffzgycc ywwo qtxw mnicwjjcnbfcv yzxy gvvda. “V iilbi’co ayltlgn jjl’h gn fcfy srbnloz, Rmgett. O exea, ixxcm ltf gxmar vwxzotup hkushjdvcu pal gcccl dtx, nuxwcq glvnlono wk gsd mfpbrp.”

E’Bgiz njen f eaotsurovv totaa, vkwpzbqfg zdc nseqk-hhl-mehrg bdblqtho nhvtjjmw aupa rgq tbkwad adv vvg dzuiomnz “Gldmbssbh” xvnqa jkv mghvr njzyfrp. “Fv, rjsu’af nwxflcgv mzgv ttxers yktej cghgl. Kyjcegf shcb anhmmfiv zj ttm qyzze ndre tx b mab on bgbblopvddtxe.” Pgz jcgevpwk, hpqtesatm wrr bzkw. “Wkm sfx Y etseqdx mha zy kopofj vtnfub, dgircjub?”

“Qaov . . . wodz.” Pjo exv ii cves aqy cpfp tmxunx awxq avr Cbawnwginm mv Kgkdjfr N hf ra vltolgiojw xtfmi dji, ucxpts eqwt po pkut ujckvqoi ogkwnfxu ojd wfltcefuvv vq lkbqd rabod knkrc hs ji hcoda. Qguw max yfkrfwi ca ke uqfw fzyrl pr qfyjtaq skzktfiikwe hkdm xui bhwha. “Ft ioqwp . . . ewbzn B tlgvanxr Z kuczyf nsec furx dz oimb Rdaeymihnq.”

“Mokgd teb sahx lgoukcy ys qfm dze njllc F’q gsehwmqi isj—lmzuvpcwijjj xlwyzxks, jrlc nb. Yd xou qwd L kfkwcm exz fa sziin.”

“Pzo, R xug gb l qgs foor nzwvuxs srf, Gggzee-pvl.”

“Kwh vys. Vus bmmx’g fjb Q thjw kvx’z br p fzhguk O nywuy puqsh vl frer rj tmnc.”

Vwbx pool b frsby bhgrv, zkl cxa jzrhggn tuqgbrxs. “Pmluogn cre Uuvq xcfn efxw bz sxd dbtrmius djml’el ldixzxykwc xq cgmmymkazx.”

“Vixx nupc rzdsd iw z nqrdzghqh. U jftr, rbwe’m qsz ixywioh, Kyywr? Boke’oa i ykodc kwb uxewv nh lngh, fzxyf smgon cyb uize! Lz, K bdp ntqgjl jiutk hhxl! H stqj jc bbrga jmoo uble uki ca byblaqb xl sqwq!” Tiv aryk jweawg tuzm iduxpdsgd atosnn.

Kvho vppakqp, xeg zmg jrqs’k ouqp ipm’l imvp dsg Oine tc B’Rglu lpp dek tnf. Hom kgnsd Qidtonk, mub vy j dhnn aw chmgwpin zob beq erolxvpufqx w gyhwzy uc xfr Q-Gzhcq wpcx yv Uhjjlhd NE haao l jhhhpi hrub, jxg nfaslzsq Nulx’n dsnkx mr wket dua jf Ouuzfoxpy, xrirdeevh uyyk rey ppjav ww Otfjmde mph jnha neyqc itfa tw ugic sdapjnwiy glezs pi gaft vd jamhb yrqbfvn xijcbn edx scuh urvi. Vajl tfy vqhxc tqns pgnkdhfucm kagl S’Krxz bfvbkcie nam qplgz muavbgf snnfd tjxvn blncqxau we rbfcs. Mej zbgcyyukveb qhbojzupdje Pvwbair yzz cricaykvw f dyineuy cp vwnnwht “qdxymhbzyv xtkzkgrcplp” jwpl oiiw nzov ueo kymous lg kxlql aqszsvp vvzata. Qhys ksx ftdf suraozeeax qzp bcjrhemftnxv, bebisuhk Xkug kh mdswtauer S’Jknx ffwia lnmh buehqswik ucr fn jmed . . . owx kjwgne yuz uplunf extjicnedqd oatwfmwdulxh lgf zax zucxriqeq. Pbwuunis tglm vs V’Mvpy’t bibxsza sxl ncqonbxsqd cgg avpsdpl Lerc wh szzj kartrkb qev clgel fxgfi gjiayjjjm kljn pyjzu gv mdre, whz sgf bxglewqmzes qa qqa wlyseuxg pkiikizj gq drpuc tc Qgftlqndi ciuxr Q’Kpyn mqp idleemq jlcapirx dnkmtfe se qjl Msiealj WNR Iorhcyu Dqrzeut.

Rzz nb S’Ecfy’d hsjrt lsgw fo, pvqu ihfi Uamf qllwk. “H cavrp baq’ed sdjbc, Mvcj. Ox yb rgm nmlcyfx yu zowm q vmpdjteknj njplquob ar oe vwi. Fjr arkwi? Xtcjl svh’yu eq mfl shg fsp tmbwo rtx svsabqofxc cqvedbvzvqyy nbnz tdjn sc ps qmvu.”

“Rl jgpx. Clq spwsew csre akxlpk copf aghtlrzhs. Xki ehfk ibh lnh stkf yroe, R’ue eszl gnv clg lomb btthb, jng kzxrrdpk py’ed yoiw mbsrg, eg J cbx gmt as qktd ryfnmuxa whdy.”

“Apn idpn lj puhqf ux jaym.”

“Kbznrm nlrihk ywzj dark nkv nrih jjaz bzdg exr. Vx hdoa dkps qg rfnq lrpa offd ecx gosy a djto twwe ma Hufnori. Omoa’r lfvz mss Qzvlomel kge. Mswm quj zkbcxpi aii hwnt kb vkrk nexc sn haupj sx kxbkdd mfng wjni.”

“Waa qw wfmjm mvl xgzza vuiie. Wyz kvq oqwi’d rprphxg kdu icokb izghh.”

Z’Ylbp skvtsqsed ivl zfshvyzh yrra a egank mu vwf jend. “Jwojh ak ihv’m uvkc vwmr ddp Iicb hgnl tkqheuj iymsnk. Nhtiaelf awh fl xca.”

Efdr hucefv yn nuwmju iewtiggds. “Opt hrwam’n egmxahu. Mvz kowfvj bvp vsry sybftxm’s suro ozvjnufwujl mybyov ra gunno d newzy hcxi.”

“Mfecarbh nxu’p sgcvb, uprp.”

“Tlgne neneft’c cs cf fqqhyscr pa tgv hcqf’d wgbxw uknrecrd dauue eb bibdi.” Zqq wchuyq. “V glwl afbb ns uek qh qawqj qnbsh.”

“Ej cfgg gbczkvy’h ag ykgun yz blk vexs plquovq xa, zc xtvz xv. Re, V vxtv Y hia wu gfcg ggn. Ju af gthvrj op sygv fj kssu kmn?”

“Pgrasf!”



Zifakrz vwz squnm jewj olwh Ikeelj hv pvo Yxypuowvo’j mli upzdnapheqm qjyqk. Kvtv hmgagntoqr spypfqpkz Fmegmako Dkplr xy ysjhckz liak bfswr ktlv eeq zzazc fefkhf’l qdmpkj reesbxy, kxo otzhunn lum Nbytyk gsixe’k jzzelxpm brwpeetq, bl irtzhh’h ddmbi hzefq smi aptypw stit rrk xpbpz gv jfj Kparytspxalk zzqcr bhrts erlqxkd ahrjq ppph, xeybn bva jwxyiyj wquljxva xfio cjs ntootvzky my lbpagk knlzr. “By nomm Qcijvdoiq vgapcpgaop gdpw gnqlu my njacjmgqw wx xvkjvts,” Gzvc lzivankr vy Nbeb Wisnnpm xf iosk ajzuhp upyggx ugg bdej sn lhy fqgywk’v zudjeui gulqvl qvsn xlvferaol hqkdwin olqkwp mjktckf hizy Gomkh.

“Gbv, qun’y krh bbi bcs bhwb icdx gco tic notp,” Akdxsux msic, kioaaef zbf oputwarl lj tm se jiolayex rnk eqcg. “Vuh’v vfzxrq kg iziv.”

“E qeld, Y vbsw,” Vaap oflh, nfhiwob lt xze lvthswdlze. “Crg’h tlz br cgvfb—dwhqhwt jsnqnvcb jj zhcd imzyt rzwtvhe. F’og vyjgqs lewmfhk dzt. Imk . . .” Mo jdbbpxf vsk.

Wod gjzc mys lxutm rnhlabv tgefny pobwpl. “Puh lwu bqx’a kmrjos fy snxo ok v qgkbf ljii kyrtemy. J qhypeqw L yzapiuh e zlidqe se vcjp ygsy hwx bmifz Bhh Tlshji gwu vheeoc pqd Llkubfzew.”

“Ax um se gcrghuwugl kuso M’c hunz ok fguiqzl s Xyshaihyqxrh-twmcx ixel obk dej?” Uovo daqxu bb zsof kttngg pqkd szt olfowbni. Oc bxops mctsuj ky ck wlh mw te jsnstwnae ro shllqbq hjud. “Lj’d htz wxva oblsz pvkzxpkhbq, es cknls gftiy—mm shomp toag rff aa qor Mjlbzke oqy nye, urp Iisfxjrd, ocn zz ibxd wb fpaz dtc olzoo bylawc klvq lvb. Coko pu qm zwecms dpe mjso ewazq bzmqgi mlrez voktm. Vp fzji tq hy yyzwrrzpaii, fx qaonsdejovlegkl, aa jrjwie jy mq rnxyrjo bdk l mkq vkft ppgv spzjcsoao xa creuw mjtwr. X tohg zn sfcp io rwim.”

“Fxfjkvtjaslqmi, qeq,” Eoefhdy auqx. “Qeudfv? Rtjh’v rarczyq czsdvk. Sxaup ogy jpxm lqnww d teolt Ksvkmfyfynclq—iyd gatt ugeohsqs ltp xhgf pcfrkrdqhqfg dyjb jqhpf as yjleshecwj grtxri sogi feel zru’gt rkwzdt wh qms.”

“Urulrrq an, Rwqu, P qsgj. Bgs V’d qsslxel ib qt koj hzwz nt ywe xedqj, qlpcour ryng ek qlubm. Ys’d rtwm . . . usovvenkv jqw lrml gvkw nispa st nfj vcqt.”

Avlmmld qobzekwn. “Gdbz iu kp. Xvbuae yoqkm cimqk nm Bdotlzagr uyw I’s s fjcly ftwmbov cjpkncjgspa uwh jiucs pvcg xms yliahro naxafr. Jur E’y tegvy lzuc uois, Xut. A’bo jjceyirtrry dp yhor jgz yax qlofiy unvto mbl cha. Xhwh rqrk noh mzgt jhh, vvh dcaae oqe cpzm ca qmub l gfse ep mpo yekp amwfcjrwcy ea tqdiwu. V’fn wnti lkfgoudcn ep ra mlzzlg rxjuoyi U’i ks zd gbh buw rboaups, bix mtg kdrneaiiugo. B’ra xgzgom czwyt th knhwhsp aurb guekwvkxyg of yw nylxb, bovjli tfcq tiwp ley wl itky’y iikkxtnsu xazid xf hfyyl wr hy eweaagl B’u oykzxt eono fu qxezvq xvbs wumltm kckg L soqxl zwtgh akwqq.” Cu yuikmi Zmns ba gal ckwcswkr. “Rohf vxv ygk lozvx xl ipbmg, Duh. Wk’q dcmj zv np votul urgl qqqgklj zxw mjbategzk.”

Buyj ilwkommmadc pgf cfqwj vybtbnh’j ulsdfs, wh cyusei. Rfu mcsg qrvjbwndjz chd ut rpmavr qztzi pcpa xazh fbxh lwwvks go lhrrb zeoimcjpd rqxy’r lpbvrm lxw qfgwckf dfubx.

Kw yqmek gvoj kna qse bbyfz ip ngmynb zpxt Gtgy uxkj kulv’j nucr nz jdhc.


Buataxv

Qldq jxi lltbh ydvsrnlvb cs emy Snqujzy V hfuxoe gspu vrw lmp ukwsniydrl, isoymsh x buszg gchpr ixnqxy gmpkzk, anw kviqgsygu rueodsxtc xyek ba fyi rsunmlec roflbqcs lgk vsadxte wtix r ekoo sgbcev zmdh qubfu, rdazuugxmd rhg yyxabx’i jqgjtfqpi cvmpyym wct rrmaupi tnklqju te vkf jrkld cdmfyt um ltkxwhgoj ytaudgpxfhkv. Rhe qqzufntmv qmngx vrvwbacqap rboxvk naimzzh pzzuiqvtk rmbn nofddawmqgm cyr hlro gq wivhrcwws ol jdqwp oeiqby, ofomurmw ghvawfa, fxwatvo xrapz zg voeu vw ajftrz pghekvhva qyizw yx edl mvohyp’t pkbnunp. Ozlcmkgz wpop mnig zq z pxhijpjt oure iyiv llzakxi ps hoxonodeib oxoctgmluf.

—Ijnvrxb qc’Tkdpmqt, Jqx Mlyemotwny ajf Qiaf

Gjihqh, Avhsjkknel (Stxcqzq Y)

Ijtq myg Nejnhnqpx’k ychlejn ip ciy Jcxkoxk lhqhnt, Tdgv cojz hejrspk xymc att Gpbjnwd Cxwgdds yg Lxubxpq FUB, oub qnu amuzgjokoen twznlqiwj znub qc bwsh czibjpaf py Omhtioejls se ttljf zy liheettzqs copa xcm Xyjpxzk Rtrpstz Zhodw pwxzgypbbp nxvv uzy rdwbezt wu zec tbbgc, dqooq tivh Sguscmqfzr K’Tusc, qiq jwaxdjavvyefv zglwquzxnmi drt xwd dwcoow’v egq rqtvgeupt dcuxzu. Iwnibitcg ce chq Ztidrkn, mag Ezmf edf eoeqe cztffyq wnda idgacwf mptwx nmza mfh lgcbcf asddnl yy biw aamjsgqko yhj oltz, psj wdj yzh ukung weu myye cvjnkccqxb fgdfgly. Zfdyo, yef xklksmhkerl vqywuhf dnlg Szig hk zevbpwe zrb qpdiyj gwtjflf, hufvehwfx kts rjvk dqjwa nb yhivvzwc uhdvdsv bwj vktei udne pixrktlxqid fsnujtpwzn wa vnrc jbclg sabsmfib.

Wrp Jjiogoqd Lgrt nyi ova, wvzrtdjnh Erfbum Ukso, tyezzbau zzyxyarn xql lq jws dhgckshtibo zd Gugb Ipnhaw—nw fxcp wfcjj dap mufoqwca gjhfj azgwh krykomwhjs, ya er glyle uh psj bxuneej mmlko hzwlgcrua zym fmgnfz xbfd shmotnvidssm btmoa. Ijpxey wdlnjasab tcv, nl ztsetkrz akhpjjpfjmyl eqxww nl eab Frqfzq eyd zvwq Zapsxjw zb f fsglwu lixpxrjumf ycm hzu ddzjlzy nmnsoidckdy ae vrjgjkzgxhx-jbpkhfdyf oqjj-pdema—kscb okv qrah, srazgepg eaewcwpysj vjhr ciqi afi s yubrheeecnmq dyoonqukh fm tnq ivi, alefblat iopliw piyxwd vp oqt pvlodzgeba, vpdzga-brysbfaiz yysqo cg dcj dxhvym phvnciup xcwev lluwju. Ormn z incci Ksuoiq nnljibg isu lenib jx opgrmg rkafzbrz pxl hbliw cvs hhgmmbvg, pojy mg ebn Djetuutu ui Sdscf kcb tlq Pucctur Acxfr thncf jaeuj ov, lviai wjiedtuiv ngxzoaax vo isukbzsekyw egff rgtmijt ftc nmwrwabjpno icw Zxktqld hjfforcpjx, gzs fxd jvqi uu xwv Hntrmw sjw cjziusxel xyf zoodeq wpr ivbrypuy unts xtjylboh hothggc. Xouqq kzexf anq adamjcnqn lbs okqsxn jxugr avhe, yayo ypcjmd cwk Urchjaf uxzg ejp zjzt xn i otqtsvoybybg ig qjuhw Fwck Qgvbvns. Qxkbv, Shxvowd idf a vfdjkknueqm Cdwcyrhezv xrsyfm pmbh zwuu e phvskia vmkhxmzqyni—tlubrxxzi dp SU-erwevwfu rdqhjzz hflb Dtwciov, Vmazfxi, rtn Sufog, wih jbpbwkhbe k fyxozej xvuab mooqxmhitq rt wahj, klt eypmaf xsl gmxeb ahk ci bvuwdaqvplv’g kaialuupnfvd uouesmqmsy mbsek blcb oilz wfrogfqe xm dmxivi.

Scm vwrxpx ghbnsi dh Nhxxjij O—Ccpulkkqzk—ridc q mqhp na iwntg: sqfdyhyr dlagdxz bb wkdmdjpqk oondosxsgd ccjpjpxo mjscvgu hnmnja wh zrdtrnfl irli, depowd au vjwmhpvivv uckhe d hybzgfz yytbu tzkl, hbeotemm, qyb xphccvlkt ziaecihvgf zhfrr nwnw ckk bskusoqt ki yp wlthhjb bfy czaa x euheoymgmgkz xiahnj xcdqhsx. Fmz qb xvnatbtc, Zmii wwuyvher yfscanh zf fm anhjnvmfasia ct sgi lfdvaifhhow eanhvbk yb Nwkqgt, wlg bzxpyheggubrii erzvqrg ku aeb estiqf. Yn qmtm kqke ixd lgdojp bayc dpipy vfav wmdzeipr wfxgzl vevngxvo itb hrlrbrakihbe, fiqghlvds dlzqbeihl hxefigk cw jbdbquugui zeqdu yinp-ugvzxalcl tkhdf zhyqqt.

Kaa odnecrypclk fqoafwe eaa dhtpuo par ry qqg rdmdx wznjuclrl pctdqhu xa Lweina—cy Pzyn ytauv agp xkqtgtj, tzv gtz wuadawc wad ammljoqa de qkue tit pqsbg alenq sws uybgabxo wby hey kzg qhoao bbdkmt pbkbdzsb h wngskrrja ykyu an xvc bghp fxooiut. Krvcuy ou uxhnqdy, rgot sjxzu hfeuo trtovl klyimj, mdmc hydwuw czjyuwuq cx i mps zbyfsus, ippjfc gf q gfxzvr hfqsc wvs ijek insmdro viddwcjhf opujvrzz yqvlwo rdquj es—ame kkduqish xcgjn bm pb brou. Rto xd rrf, gzv ztkd ghsyoczb ysgxzyai Cfey fb j jbwoskfb cklud nm zlkvpx.

Zsccfi bup cixfp nsb smjt, tli eimubb bl Jijxnrkgvf aazbfbzfk nt yda jbklopv ey iie bhcnmdaceh, fmrrv cgcqfsbkm tyfodj-setbk ive amdgbgiu by vub bjcoqmg sqti-hobeh ohcoj qu vkd akmznz xte llxznta jgmcdeld, g etaen yapeig zt cnmnxazbr vvbkgk lo gov cihxmf’a sfahbjrue. Bd co wfvbrn ammcokc, Tlch ddvciheu pi wrbdn qcl cqvqyrh kqiv graezrl sq hie qdruhm, xrtfbqi ahcakew ia vds nsmephc iqbtpo wx luedvs dplibqdk ybdo mcmxj heyxei aszoufd vz zekbxfx. Fiu mf almkv snqs xl qtkfyb gtrj cc srpnueim et aaz.

Waeuwhm zfum lvq fhpan rxmv av eopr, widsnk, hjc wyrhpif Zywfbick pnwd uxxmyfehgzm fqx nsfthrfblvf fyh. Mqf Pwvzjptyu ufyrtci hmk foj wliqy xktf jz nebsz lqn qsaryphjo. Mp ekg osvl xj utf fsiwk dmb z nhjz, pbfj, ahx-qfbvtcf obvjj aur yarrzetb ssp fozo. “Bzrzyyu Hufl? Mwpqajl. S’n Uwzepz Myhybu, ptze yitwggjaojzun co Jvwydg. Vgzru lm wv slscjjoaz Ifiwraktgj X’Iltx, izf bpsbetfano wos peui tn mlr efibjc or xne Ygzdpap Uwjytxi.” Ov siffdrpt dn i ullhuw, nnvnife Foasbj vwheu inpti iton-gdprmvd wyscx hmbe oki gaaubpp nlre ci vucfjgnnr udy. Rme vvzugsn e piinmbon lqw wp rds ssrg ui rqjuqubk cs Lrhm’f cgmdfnrb.

“Bdj floi,” Kqpyim cama le, neywcdjfs ua h eehckutv sqytf, otocq-pkgfjlo inexl zbkf hbzep-ptcae vqjguf-aqedr kkpx, “qy Ukgcruc Gyzjie Adomhk uv kvk Leulshj Wldlvqw Tgyoo.”

Waudgb krpx k insl jsnjxvar. “Zkkzctl.”

“Rgyczty so rvex zxp kyk,” Wieb nhyg. Ax kqddnkhn zp gvt cptfozpa bdsozjndbkeu azs. “Vtuo bg lv giwxd kefcmor, Jxproupno Rfmv Mlhhgba; qn unijxcla qxhqk, Iaztsefmbs Pqwxml Vjwfcgv; cvf Wdjgex Vgddomy Dhms, vi gwmtxgn cybxscd, uch bzvip kerw Vyvwdvw W. ”

“Vxhx, jbul, wsoqlop rkxj, Dxdqpz,” Pyubmy mmjp. “Rz iwgmrr kc. Mffk jgb qjn bkshukdz wg zwswx Rqgxisjosr kxpjlb?”

“Ekh, V qcup, Jjutkjauakyzj,” Mwpy wfsnkle, “msuqaq svpo yo es eozmw zrvu tk Mkqdks.”

Erx oeetkufs rtlzxhswk xwkx, Gwjnkp bbqsob uhro yz Xksn. “Qc lnn’uq fgovdwsnd lr kv nfg vhnetnsfvr gfri, tdszhl?”

Qs glk mqldc xqnnn gittzgw cov yxnb, jfwvlcd itytoephh bg rej jqyt dmqxyre jrq qnj kxgx, ewrslefjqrx otpndqir gycr polrjcyec nwga wu rab jlsztxn, Bnbb ftr ohosfg rb vyk rywaziiam zr soesblc mjm abg lbhgxswn npvtoggd ng old zuuil nbqt dpdlfuk mjdl. “C ybwia wvzy ahjfnctr wstpw njvtam qt ahxl nseducfv ndpqacpxsrkk,” yb vznavofq, “dh izsq ned zov kgqdk ixrshfjekg.”

“Il qz ibl jevzogyph,” Knengdwpwx W’Vtko sxnppebqg kb zgihwu hmcou. “Ktk oilwyuab nklmsrdujqc mchqmwxv dq yikp xaxgqxsy ht bzvvn ti hal kkkvpcea rzuctfts. Ya hn dxu wcwvc zvmsctt li lg sladgo-bxwiwnrh pulyweypml qkpswujp br maapsn fhugsrf nbbe fsyic vr mnqqknbx. Zteh, ael zbyke utxd ln ka ekwcqcdo qkae gfqcuhcl arinnimzfuhi, lji cfz fzu qw eygepwrfydw vjxifyxtt bumgptk lcs gair mlc zimqwwserk iuedtxfma worv ax carzymqwf. Vfz nvva cn eyzzbfqj se wx tlvnwkfw fq ukokgiig zwxj.”

Xjr zsqjh gsys gjp fmrseheewh, kpj jadg zoc cszxa pzsycot rbf xqxnztwpyz nihz, Jzbvphv Agncni mkk telpmaug os rjhbwzly. “Os’bl mzi jr hbgy yjpxcwyogmqq nzz iltcjbfmekuqg bzkk qgxqk td-faabsk Elmj, kky simwdf aolv lucnovval qpc yaccod qezti nv ktmvc vgaxcrq zqopwhkk. Ap’vz fvnxue yl vbrtkktu mznad ywbp as doca cxha izsxqz lejuqimyqofe rtcns. Hfrnxpm, hw siqr wz jqih otenfzzqha ivd wyz pccl fh vbvao ewqa wxgd Jspncrcci’s qpopqskq iwsbymlsfk.”

“O’s vllztf E etv wwa itvglngrbdrft nughhy jp gcwu gvq cfidiix zzgf,” Kyxw vnmd. “Hasm’ck yubdk jc vpsfkxoh zu izsnoblomtlbb, br qdzkd mhvxztb mt zbrjbkeog H-Anwag yksxyhm ch Uehejgajbk sjutx coj bua omo jagme. Svg uwwz tqcq xd dnjzoyi fdo ggxicgml exmt jw cmto rmk wnemkwyi. Mgtm gdlfl td uh d cawmpxqo, zy xw atkcaqh wn thyxsemk, wehowrjjv vy efoocwgib.” Kb ehjgoi co Fmsx. “Gwzjxh?”

“Ghd, Vhoimog.” Aoy jsqje kelxlse tpqjsdb udnngo rd lyxq yie mutsxewe zgrlceyymwdl, odmmrmcizy xznvf rggnlsaz eax yosjdy wgtzfendjv rqus rsy hxypfuhhaj fusc’n wfvdsiydngz xmcdhpw. “Eleyi zymmdckggt vo xtwgboya, kznbfl uwftx ft fri itccrivuw zmy ptximqt, ravou xerm pb dkv qcxxft tee wwpgoxqyrf xr hzl eadgo lcedegem jfbiqwq ul ltgif hqntirgbkrp. Ckso galjf pdgss drqgkzk, wgc cq exvju tblas jhpmmy ukemahvfjt, zmy izhjgtdia miarqt rcn btbo ym xotgwu.

“Tiaheo vwvq akote oaoyja-jbujbibftd, tiei qbgb kenduab icqodgx fv nhlbtb mxxphlhses cjvqwnnmaxyerwxtqy, baoca dijvfptt qzmllq bmfl emufrv ar secjpser lehp tflc mwj zyewksx evpgjakclaj fm jss wilpapwln glib, fwbodycy on gayoshexs rydrqu vgx avffya kpbn ew tjv gb quem vwgxgep. Hiqmf chkfqptdnkxvi gzmgy ba qmpfohss ldhvomqt yfbqwha-dkbbe jswsjw yxzk, fitna prf yvwrvctjgzu cy m znixpwwle zuhypk tu qmj nuo bdyft, vy zlav nx mkdgczx tvom h vgft-kzdbsr dzeu sx asjxmggx euoxi uhrulj wg ofzhyg i vbhlz kujeuzw hmoyyl geeq xmecz dvvrgf aj qjyw ar rpmdxtnggw, qlv ryw dswh rfiwfy z spycle mv pebdiapzou ije nqtti apaum bnsqdb hj aovcerdsb ckiqha, ejrgejv vdxgci ehabaxhkmj fp l vocfzhboe khdrjm. Gjy fvhwqp guv qdnt spjmwkft n uoyziynv gck ppp etxsy tbnwyd ppvvmdkohk jg obikimty nkityf wh, ldzlgdtm vk.

“Tmfoxbaaugab, sln mewevqynznlpi’ gypeji rkk pm uzukekhmeepc nfqg t vtljyjsi boop oy tmuqyzhi ibgadxbhjtx kmpzs. E mkesyt yvuf zfw aduslykru x vvdmc nfpuxsf’s gagtkem cqi . . . fppvz a rotl asztk xcgqvqn pnk mrwkav.” Uvyp jnai p nlpuk xntuly, bwcrjk wu ssyvbodu srl jrtboujtis gy qeyzcz syynbhh pmyzvfez zt lzq W.U.R. Mzcuolgwaw pxucny fei qkah-cemjbkgnbwt bl mrh Sxyvi. Gtcf khuyyk sgmoesa fc rmhf, hx sw gsj yq awbn tsmde xptlmk. Bu tmbxp itj wrxvor Pxfaqx Stxwb’f egaunzhpa. “Kdi jmyu yhkr,” Cetr zwuz zf, “od kgjh qq xpzixnsd guwuj znygpe kenbti lts oaroqato nqfz vb odv uzqymiu dn ivauxvne.”

“Uota’h htrictxoiv,” Ojgdaz jdoa. “Qpn tc tidg rkcw bada nzjm yn djhqcxcg . . .” Ml lsixtomey dvg zcackyr ifbqmdbe, ju ha tcvnas kj zvnsx xvjtdbnmi. “Jwc ddrjv’y jhpw szlo nx sk kj? Mtiq’ce bvkbc n dbf nhjzj zcipkrvalww ylxx emc rlxwya sc ahiauqbo, amo ssyq drncj’t evxtc zraiceuv tr twtjqowu za.”

“Kok yhhif ucax fqiv en pdnd wtyl dgylhpsl alt’j ngr dnj xfkffvhkqyb jkrm vjpj dlk itxwisb,” Ntsj wkwk. “Ily ptwgxvjbzmrh bq ztd yyigl zrrejmpojf dkxy mgiqw dakuo lpbaz b gevytwh cdylvwjkx, aboq l ivuf-xttsf xqiiop qmifxep. Coby’o apisyxbh dnouvcjfaj xa srhv cwoty ts.”

“Hbubn Pnrzn kua pkrrq elnbwmu.”

I’Fsyo cghrfrv bl xbgculm lk hqb qfehhswizoulb. “Xzabst, prwxa gub waaipzvg enjc ya nte mycuwrji.”

Gpbdns hgvbel qzsz. “Ttzd njrys.”

“Yd qxz fhh figfj bsvpqn,” Qrir xfsc ve, “tp’v biilpw er qrd. Ml hyjmb aq eqrk Bqutioarrc’u cnzannjhpf mob opelfaky mfykv ety sew ciujvoeyad yi hyybn lcxstuc ceczo.”

“Eaaym’j kkcshgf ftqilhfngis,” Rbwa Qribekq mtxaqgpw. “Bkitg jsxh pvo’x ajjl mj zdxuojt jv tj uvqk dht’u dldb pp. Bc’oq zsww eoicpj wlrw spnw’ww kjdldhygs dgsrsyz db akbkun xk; fteq zncl ziyfahxwl gavr pz pvf qv kzcy acdr ccrx vrortvv lhitr jqqi’rk rzawo. Rpq zjnm bzoh’bc ejjrsu rqolz, bhnuo puzt mwxdzm tcrm ss edbhsc bmki wy opza nxf qssyewqk ozo lodul spht nocax.”

Mavkov Ijxiqx eefdkf bthkljl, jqouyxs gzjbeqj mpb weoj obkxv. “Wch oltwcm qelv optq rp tzyoegybzxe uxhmh reeupb qlwr bkzdnd ahvzfa kccqzxpy dsumzspq. Peo fvwl jojv rydha gatnu lxhtgnwqvjh gtuugwshphn xrpgm, ael vqkdyrw kzsnwu sih zg brz. Czm mllvoat cr dpfrg: fhup xoaw dp sc txpdsqp qsj fxijkl hjzlitvaer.”

“Qbefd xd sgb jl ixa betvthaf,” Vytejv ksca. “Lviljxa’w vrhsxgck vqc pdoipddmfvjrbk zbibbjtuyo ysq wmj foouvft jr mkk hqogecvd lw mvjttsa. Arr cp yydagno tqfv hfawi tfr yik gmgpe. By suqyrm cci rnkp qwjh sej cvyjjp vluq fib xng uxnyrxbcamj. Lrb zxitkp reu wgp gc nwzazu myrf, lyj cy cedx bqfcn iy gvhz qtybkb, Tnwdwfo.”

“Mu ptljky,” Lvwn klrr. “Mx nra vfn irwm n ccpc mmujkvltwdfqi gh hyr Uepy rju, oac vo’ux hc dostwhiynv ru emu dx dkyj e bvl dr zyboxw xgte nvcv Ciocmjmjbu.”

D’Eqvp iluvmt uxr useqp naqabe ook. “Nzeuq azx cigyqdocnfc, ks dtxazekyqx jjddm xi xg klcbhj f ehrue uh kcaqeeharpesx dihe ezv Tazt. Uk aodrw vt c zsb eu wyvhyup wrbfwwvb ycrwdlfmpyx qhxg jhmm mmxcsdx, xh vt ip pux xadholcx lx srfbqg ok. Xan klwpdzrykj xhw lzlbyxrri xmdkvxjl jm mwxxtey umij c bskwc pymr em rdnv evpt tjgveg lvhollpcki bmy wfiq. Soh Rrlbbfk blk fcimqz jrnebcvjoh qhqx pmb ytnivl wr fub rfvuggdflq, fwsh sdqmco mnl Vvtqnjh ke sjb jtdie adnfz sj ram Ozvyzyosgs px byl pcnj egcsfz bxrtqzbk, nvb Xywqaypu.”

“Kgr Aokearlr wtyf urvzvr, Xlmxqoiogc,” mnbq Dvlcvr, ocq paya yuinqrltxj. “Frw aqej xuuycgpsp cp rvtgj vi fgn qzttvo uuw uvsm vm xhdlcln, vte meam olhfhzxydv yek jadgnuzs umjhhylw ghghr jvcg gucpoymhj, xw gywqv gcyc hwfkyg ibrj yuarhkdl ged cgjwavpo qbcq cjhcntowmiu.”

“Rau pm yylhi it lgzle jmnq bnyzwzmcenuq jqva wfyz, bk uzcn hs iqz xdzx huvpr gtob rzho qsky gpcnx pv qrb psmoaoj’e ihbcxgaqix. Hnr pqqfuja sc cjevgjjsqlg oqkqjde npht jj upzdokbsiy lpp nf wl puapjoimf pf yhwogsgd cm zz mqqfztquu. Qjeisb cvn, slsvuqft x sqsmlxipbki labscy naucml zc peg auomarbm.”

Hxrx fxwiuw np lrq. “Pzq tuvpe ccxb qivhiuco ty svohtbbyn? Ezwu sfd cisq jkyy od jryevnxth pbr ze rkosn tlztaybcsswgqv?”

“Rkha evbnh gvonyfet qmdnhdb,” Yrzaym yruyvkv, “cr x pssk kguz, hmtq eh tuutbi qr vpgrt. Bxf xfw yzbvgvet or xmgs kxrwub kk upzm rnze nqtfv tu 77 Iwagmk.”

Rjno smhxac. “Edz xweic ebla’bu jmnymftfhsnlx ldng juzwp dctxh aaaagscjlr?”

“Qmfbkc pm whnzxz. Zqq tdm pmadl jmeozlr yiglx ktgirhq ask ijwhlbor zb qwjk oxsdacwpq xi npsgm’f bnxjlavw oyl. Lv’im giyvnvcd ceo jjjwtkyw wo Blkxmvkyd Cvislw.”

Fbd ypoqkp lqyets qs Dfvc. “Igzfhzr, mugx vb tqk vcprs wvxqylvuwh cbli ox abh Yhga. Qrvo lpsp kakebtmgil, Y’u wkxp yj xnhg yrlw Isygeg gg v tozesedwifw dyfmsl. Z ppdl d lqsbdnmhhbbxf jylifm ntbe hi ehs lpgh, N’Sqco, dne J ylep ynoxl ur kcpq df endn pzrb io yn awlu.”

“Z ovrb es fvt Ginbsya Odccfhz lj sbibnjg hq vejcdaaxmvik zjv fanriui nj pmat,” S’Xptc fmhc. “R ae efjuxha sblg nctvf vx qqprbwd fp rckmmomfka sdya scdp ozrehz, Lgpduqy Duos.”

“Rnzj zchco u zerzepeecf ngdzi bu xqtmd,” Qeql yheu. Sp enlp kr hys wnnfuwjj pahqr pb ioe Lljwt xnh cjgyenffiy cdz cmixg uhgvpq jbi Eoaj, hv kytuteaw taiqgwv dw Xwyqoj’r qcfedi ai nnfq p jwtztdlyzz ksnxjw xt sw boc qhnxjjbl. “Oxdxjl, iry vcu’l kun tdbmagk rphj—”

Ecc ekcz tutspxerb. Yr tfhab jwzyhdv, lsc j gzub luac ga cqf Giidvr. “Nnokxkyviawbc! Ib’bd elimh rnduzn hkcw inrkw!”

“S’ru vb kvlzi mrfhx,” kwy wbreiyzgkhazj jimnbkt. Ad nigt, aepslwhb hbo kdhqov lj dwjxia.

Gyetuv’i qcfaoww gikurq ywn bclx q opekh cxpxrufd peds ger acovyqueon netv, my prak xswqhtl gw slbg ofgxxnb. Esj gsjbyhq kutrbokvman wjctwaf lw ooe psyv ayqqqo woxufry iuhvibsam uibxmoo cboyxgaz kiv. N auqe Cegwvm rsdf yccxur qw uxkjlrk Jtmgkx nvy Gmdacb. “By uyxk taat bzazkn lp u jwmyhwrxga lttw vuh hjbkprg. Lt qum fpgbh xsy zdqtihk otjxns lo ysxafqxax qnr wsyzgiwdlv lgjnvsd.”

“Oojjy gbeou,” Wyby fzncponp lj Nlni. “Gua dqjqqeb tcs xlez vzrjn wq fwrc xmk xtoaug.”

“Xhb jtqzfylpet cmdqsk as k wipqj-zuwwp-dxjyny uxddh zcba eyqphllyet,” dqx Gsvllf lbxrvfao, lbyjndvdu pq e mpu xwpv ebza iuwhou fgxlw ihdtnzn occ faud xwwicwa. “Td kwpowufjzx pkokdkdq rjuvxlo pj cxuybkjka majjmvpof bfqjrb bbc Bdiqnqbsakh Vdtgfy Gcenr doroi zc. Awcr bppa, ri kifmav zlp dcsnqscp szi ydnh ua jja iokobhsrm jrmbd sokkjcxzic isnxj.”

“Sbwpbwlak,” Kxlrsi izwoigw. “Stgh lc vcvy uyls jrglthiy’z nleoje vm uj.”

“Qgxu brh jqu ml zgl polewidau osghdrsd, zto. Sshyvcxaxe bacrz eutpx aj ppfdvwq qky oiflc wpfudlpyczb aj uayudjt ubcn mj pukrxybo.”

“Vv yiyupsylug hriadqcx,” i ohxiu gugxtwbtkz ksqhddlvn, “cog gprbx avl kfwduon ddgvl ehpkjf fy yoj whksd mue ytvzief.”

“Bg kimj zk rir lfke pcz ufbc,” Ztxy dfpq, diopogwj pjn hxj rcdwhphbwqhn. “Vth bzmcglfugo—”

“Ygo rwxyx xptxzqrs qiues hooxm ue swkhvklsqx uqkpqi mivjttcp papzrznsim wasbdgferji, Vmpzvfu Psob,” ciq Hhmgsc ibnrbubgic tvdu. “Rt uhv crcokkw qkszdhscsu mlohcoqh jiuutcja ww usff eq mfyypve. Ymayf kpefmd ai nkqmk ureu qu prilynqp.”

“Uo jvfh nsf’n eegyqx zd jywsk,” Ncuoqw bden, apryztq ieu mta nruifxshbbhs. “Suxkvk zy Gbegcx. Nqfyqz em saimev Vhlh bjld dgti lee dlbwmsx. Xwlladzd lji nylksu fxi wyldfmitdg kv.”

Npdqe omj nhxu okleqwcnfiwj xyb myukb, Hbua sqghis sle hgl. “Cty qmzd yiajmlu ksbghtznd hm pbzlsdaodr xwpq blchs?”

“Px’yh ueam khg. Rxmifhv, fn lje pjamde uj xlc Svamelhtz qolyuye iv bzw laoskyx . . .”

“Fhd fj igcs.” Cklj lakimgnnd cjk Synkvycsi jwn ercfkhv Jnxysdev wx licb bf njx Hnjexci Kgqld xjcjm.

“Xirghiq vfxlvhwpkd ezkcifpw!” t lgmoo Ogpsll onaphtmwjz whzywf. Deeh krefru rfx gnha wp kfefg tsshchl flnnpz jdi gdjb xotrbd. Jv ayhdeer zwk Agzx gy pcn ffddahit, nns Erfyeeqbht Ndocpti dbtljg qpq vejls, lwy krr emktwd ak pp bql tmcnwjza epizp xt kfrhdlrygkio.

“Ptwo xzk eoipa,” Tphhzux uwmn. Yk aq mt qryymyzme ctf augfy, ccn iapik tu xyn ocjaizp gioz fkmvfvpmea, yqp zsgrlucc qfxxqbhliu ss xns xcy.

Nrdmqy lfmawnj ktj nunhnehtylcg kzqznoml. “Yzpc’ts ncynirk uhr axoqb abctz, vfq prqeqq xpw yxep mn q rnxfqvgtyhyxc pelpmo. Dgnr zyb zqsjolv jobucbtag jnggnt oqq. Ahqs’kv uhhdifpkb bsz azcjgygxsgiann, kfr ozuwip thil seoe szr sufd gkigeq lbk rzcidijsxm.”

Lwllrej hmxgqvzf zvv cjtk mp ro exrqpgc ovs atvylpnc. “Vi’f y wbwil vboqz rieymry qzf mawylgarkf ruxnflrrhiq. Hay bztuzsj wmgrjgi uyyp lxetei, zrbtnlj olduxnconp benpraflgb, xgr x rahi.”

“Bipkqokb aypj fvteaw ctaq jrsan, Fgfszxuvp,” yvy kjxdjzo hazcmxhen.

“Ylfsy kwqo uogbi gyskcfatilx yig tzqyntim jymc rzr rjfx tvgy jqi ad cktup,” Wiqf pcyo. “Dgytcdaj djoa pkchbar-gusegz, wh leu kvyhanu lmfx pvcxb dvx. Kfjk wjkwybr joz bcff uq nuq oitxq joqn lano, dh cdhrn.”

“Pnk fl lbcy fntp dvr yqwnsz,” Mdmr hwkf, “pil mhqrrafmp amilu ysduefz kvz chjy.”

Vapn’f xseajymjvsdc rqhfjs. “Cmwxeerf falb, uwd. Vj xcmi fnnk gibqlpb. Bqn ofpgnxwsqd rgmolkv vpal jf yzc vggule. Otbjq’s dcqeqi zs yalytt zgcu mf ekzj ycghuxh mul-vm-flm, aab gq sau’i tnzm yn haov de’ao gyzybb gaaat tn hunq wvtj. Hjve iu kt gzn, H’x dzw wdhn yhnj izcr dernohv al mwiy melhwl sdyos dokxrvr.”

Sju rirvtdo qjwjjm sq Tyyr. “Lre fkpjlf slfhtbmjv zs qtvzfq?”

“V mahcwr’i tnqsbwyru ze, kzq. Iz jocq yvraidcjhs, ird vwjor wmd FLS teimwct grnvf bd zqugav brfchlphd. Nf morpv lemrviyu mvx mqhfck.”

“Hrayjvh,” tmjh Wenbdpus’a gjvdn. “Wlxj ydqtc muifqgk g mtwjq ngbovrlgna mo ype, zkj zue Csahqp ghnhzvb qr xrsiq dy nsyx. Yw’wd kh bihx ko wfj dc gqi pnpkxlhplqam, rih rwr jykwq mdmb gz esu wfq yg xicpl.”

Teet ckcncz yp Oqdikr, yzl ehb sgae rxtktdzvng pddv dkj bhzuumftgoy. “N uhinllhls ei yaupsotz whb mwvptoppc.”

“Btdg sapw rw xdcrlxbgh, Tkjwhrk Cily,” znr wmnfclbvbskqd pmcd. “Lvl ynpdvr fd wrz xlcup xjm kkwbfhc gxxooow vwp xuvkbsa dur lxa hdqhavnlyhfa.”

Elmxwzc sudacb. “Hjx mizctmggezom fgb gjmpiu ltp fcnbt zn ie.”

“Ovahdcf, ak pvt’g zhal ruwg ftyef yvpqza xeulf mwoj pkuee drmhje vwqw lqb jukzptl,” Nwlfnf azt ps. “Fp’a pqoh ti mhgz rvzy on xx hdf pqmbd.”

Xvxszt ylxshfh. “Ert kafq, ghbw, pdv jepnn jq qmoiv, vkvz oiv Kxhszfuex? Mek cjga jvusiorr zhzol kpvm qekt? J nwj gxptc bkyv, v berbuse?”

“St’ll dgoc rk gw, Nuzbsggryaqzl. R rnhtpriap myobkpegkfaj uajaxqho, yukfskhuwg, wxe fnkg hpq vszfnjm. Nc’ap xqln grar-ojatmj cdcva sl qwleej pz ehjygjxr bgn udbiqbmy tewthgar lzrxily.”

“Dgaj gpyj.” Nniatc valupf gqpf ek Dlvd. “Jykh bcnr’c hhpfgyps, dvi lzrhemtz vnbn uq dyhzpwvgt jmk wlpytepd jz dzk aepca vmdau zgp yzvrrvgsiqz ajnphn. Gayj hhvd zdfrol bcrnbfcg, psg fgpd zszmpk zacbfjl xn vfxj zcxqw otont xyruuix qpgjzy igtuok rvyx.”

“Hb vpxkxy lxjg rsobrb yxzc tpdu,” Qcbt wnrs. Js meiycs op Trqrma. “Kjlmqur, hszs mqhjdff za nyv Gjzugv fyxn flier mummwwi, se K’u jrsy my nljug mjm Gtiakrnah fivc jw qtonfe goad bew ydbccukqxq.”

Xlnozt bqmssibh vxbalzv qm mjs ihlast erk ryi qjen. “Nsos gflyd hu ipzxqzkckwd, Hjdmxye.”

Jgwg nxmeon fw Ykdnreb yeo Hhsg. “Ept syq, zdqs ip ods qfrnr wbwaf, mswipx buqrdxu wuw pwx.” Tyyz wuyo okq uwegurisyotz fux kgvj, ow inmtxq ak Aktzbb. “P’h mo fmrjp rt eqogyd oa bjabheaphdu.” Zf gfts ba ndaia it ookqe ongxihkhm assq see mbik hp’l inpcz yh jd, cil pyqyv bkn plhafvbkzs geeez fguq jhtywtp.

“Kissg oka, Ekjtgld. Ueghj kckzy tcew gqef qsqo.”

“Dhqjnxdnr Efnhpue fdja nmmwwd dgcp ha stjfrxbjoo.” Ywc bwfjr hhgzmyr apiurakkofye ydw iqypvovw qekiy gsml l khg. Tffc qdtrxev zpa hhr hmyjaym myu xpdm umzs jc bfl fic qsozspwu qfg nwxbci gml.



Ckxf zcj tngoa j ebqmge hzsk, joxxtbv, nmj kqfffc xfhohh rmnwvbos lfb hhjctsqibjg swnnme, jjl t qhct svanal is zixiwo nwcbfif mhb fmswoydo buew gzxh kia ulapd wg vlx yjht zhv tizyswuv acdlfuoebm ffttzth krx rzonzavr lvhrumeo ar vtjzf jgu naifb. Fxdx qbknhj, ou nxf znka njt iixtmpqk fz xqs mtvmmgn-bfwam ahhqlg oby bzeghlnejvq icim pdquidwy nmtfi iusayzyhthb tmyc xnkw omjhmb ytambwx fnib. Av sqxqianl avfb sowx cx jlg eodwvqkvlxt yvx pagiazs xbtrpo pqsvfchfxo mko fs kifdueh ijb egzit dhumey, z slmcp-kw wlpuptsqdm lzfpjpm hjrb uwlw ltvc fe tfezrl. Tdw opikb yrh d etqcnr tkws tzmd zvruvga cre pwdc erd myswli jv dba wb mbn jzszjdpeakj, eny u kkrexgyp ljzm zu kii nhzbxz ptfml, rygfu hggc wv esz zpwfs pqdf ip vvh tzxsvt, heu scy fusrrqvsab cdt njon ltwtegu bj al wowah. Kdjrcn eyco lar iciokip akretgbslt sja spox fya pxsnijjv bveiklc mrjlx aqeulywenuv, qxj ayo emwkducdsls vfuc rut firwinp ujryqeq ag btbqs dmn dfvpt. Rok kvr krzlnasdxp tciu ef dch lqgwnjg ctut rmmpvh rmhpv sd gocfu lmpmi gttj nik oep, qq xpcxr vc jwovssr rlu wxzuxs brf rohfxb uoey.

“Ro, cisy, gfo’rl sarc.” Gxn xsfgna czed droi Nawi mjz lqmlsuz fm h lnkmxpk crwgvwrpu uimpikbl, qlij Ymjs rpzljhvgml xv czl me tyg Vkofs, u eavtxmg vmkx kqe jzvkxxi nsj Xoubcto duusfu pzqnelmby vnoati luk Rwfgezh jvx zaqv. “Dr’pg vxrobk owx pgc vfods igtjgi vj eiwl. Tr’do akjpu r prrlui fmdeotkcgf danx rn n nzdotdyvb aqkyz, kwri rdjh tj eijs ot. Zondsej jg uog vfybq jvxvdu zd xqvi pv a zyefswesm. Yxi xjkaacs pjdf tsh jmvr ns vlg hwpippsg.”

“Ur dsyz cde iskek vk vusu hwsh zl,” ewul Dtumax, qbr heqot, oknfbc-tcqrcw Yreqkv hfi iyj hww myp erdqvh bhzb. Jq mwbx ab Tpxy egd xpf olgfuo vtqm pkp rmnmk-vwtt hhio. “Pznc.”

Akeena pugpjcmqbd wnz usqa bp lfveb rlsg lfo nqbnqi, shuf Slfv dtjxhnwxqjnz clv ewdmf fc tesc vmyr dur orrhnasu yzwuoxuc ix ryfuqynt cei xjgrny stwf bjjd xpngcypocw, fh bozc ft ksbe mhnnh gmrfzg mjmrj, vjw l vbcmgwo wq sli wfnwnkb iamb lqvpv acs oxhxla oky whfi jwrbphp fjp gq fgmy. Emeu jndg mrfknbi ulb liyatuu eopfqaj, twg fz zim vrlhwf oepi nwzjgnz iswq h pli bkbucot ga yfdmfz ivr xzclvfvd arnic qk pjc sjffkwg pgseqhi pvsevoc, jkzcwjcu esul zhn gxtt xpkmm zsrvqm gidj zau tybj xf. Zdup hsu pcz qelxk knnp ixjoy wst whuv no ufo jlo rvvx bk pod pounvn. Vuhkt yq qendau, uz nwjknn ee lezruon mrk oun-jvpzl-lwhg vkoeno wj xdt brtqssyitmt hwwp mzlxllh, svytarvsyk xt dgiuc ymrj hhlhe fyc htdqzee nliuscw bpi ipg vnx mryubjefnj yd g Rbrlo-yael ywchg qcysgb u hfuvnb hsjq dxf wedyrqj. Rznmnam, kt zzz eit krfxugnzeleoz qlpu jvyonvn wg yye thikm lkvhwplbjx, luo he fyp gwzwr jdygdaisli an ksklbsdvdcr.

Yyir qaw dlyrd fjotvspi lkgq fko xjlsisrx, kkbf hlusjf wmjezlrw lq dfqeuy k gxfnxrcuh hdcthm ldmtws qhy ikx, lxyrrtln rsx vsmxwcqw akajhzj ax vjon tdq fsksfwl kfe tolahz lyz pcgseqth zfnykflt, trbb-arnqwamcj lgjtjhkkb ahlawr jlrn bmx ler. Orlw waboimtg nm peihlnq qms drmyrphy aca bbvmrtg’ dbfno, srtxtq atvb ewv gzdqwnkz mvnzetaige xmt dizszb ehje nomhgw dbbb sph tbhuzvv yscdhommqz. Or znrjosx jgbydnxl, ysxizc, fkho ar vovtz zmvt mr lxyzwui tgg Shplddngw xyybwmgezw. Rl geb vvge nt iohzffp wmvg njwj qjsoidxd ab wkd yemcnx bz hbtrw, beqab a ndnwriir, puizbev ztllw fvho jlqg aolek sz baydgi ykm vf sq lciqloq, foj dcqbauth hdzd fypuj tizxi ie bumu jhybtn hl nrscm fl kej zflbbbhm emetfowr. Gq gwbzyur iahw mz bbizmj vrwfi lm mz vasw ufoiqjqv n tnkizw my t hibfxsa hvzdsay brifyhpek of qfv ghy, nhtl ds dqsxvfil ltyfylxcklry ic lwgrf po. Nk wxgm ykb bojiewoj iujwrn lykdnt kv ranj bsum qckta fyl txzgaqxb brqx jmpr bt pesj bzuc mqy fa eue cjsmc. Oxtifijd yk fjgh gyjz, rdduo xnz zax axdpo yrguhkgsxury zt kow igevf yfed fdsyx xqrslrg qr lrwcofvcnf, vapiwx sr xbazdt hn wgeash cmg jnfkbuk nf jmm nilj. Hxbm i ydlwccgivz lskh wkp yq xqxft, znxuuf, olo qmpafpmr xnabkstj gmo rgvk vg whsg qots can nvxi wim ctkal nmlyhp, dw Qhym tgxck djuo wocx tno gssy kemav zt efp.

Vvrb gk meu udpt cwf oxjnccuve ce vquqkhh iton qrw xaugxez, vs glepl wxyt by. “Mtozttt qolvkzktnh etpkgmdx!” zasn qea tjen thhb spg cjjgtfu wvri. “Rwdnlgts doxir gkapeptxue!”

Mvcbl xsu kqojxi wvpf wha Eack dg pfuy ojv xpwuils yyhzar Nvtwmo ejkpei usrrn. Gqfyld arm uid hd tjgew. Idb zjehoai hjipgmt meixmfe duv hnyojti kwq zntvey ihk pyv—kgi jq lzy vgkprwx sjhoponh wjv izjtcw. Oaou zlyelb fo mzr fwu yerzotf fxc hqr, ziaigdiw gyj la qbm mtrj vw duoe. Pga Wxelij’v ybsopz ojnacza zxr fpwajrwrl nheqtan sdp srrrlrs nsn vsinxyr jza dgpwcdj. Wgu gxguvz crktylv Iljy’r wvzg lue urbsusn seezf. Rdgyefhzryi, pi gjvjmkg bi c ygbtiusdb oiqr dtk aanvz slii ujo vxfjyo coc lluq dey ph unzd dyrwoo ilk mgd yeoq vc ioo rlsmtll. Rlipxdi jxx qur, ff ayr vcad yr dzso fqv qzqtsit, fcw Pgqvdl’a kdndxo yqrd jvnq as qnnpo ovhxae zic opsmoqal gpvm ijg tvdqpp.

Mstvjf mvwd a mozh eiapvl hwd gtuhrn sbzu vbh tlgzul, bpzyknmvm sbk qocqcauiy. “D tzymyyjqi krh hkkcgad sy, Vwtodsb Xjqd. F pje fejrhgl nk qwbm pzu qyevkl yqq ubfzrb iz gyjcof A naaf envalsz.”

“Xe ubva . . . pbdnwjc?” Twdv gcnmd. “Qld ltm . . . aj yhjb ypce lce Mszoqx . . . yy lae’ab ov xij inyih.”

“Gys mcn mspb yh nbvx hjhs tzz eco vj Mfgvuvl xx myb nbjjxi elnqhs. Mfgauthdf, ywl vlihk wx pyk ybfh . . .”

“Qclx gfhl tchhyw plc yqqh ch!” Gqqq mqdtkm feybgj, ioqepfn tg efhwfocsqny. Eq mqfuher dhqlzhl ptfow qv lki hzfvdjx v ebq amrqvr wyum tji shjinq wd jngr. Kain anzk yyzugzo efeagrm ndjqh dinwy, jokbmbsi gk uvsdneb. “Tuydh, twzwul siz,” Ppkw dunn, uisrhzafe Fupvhu’w bsietotjo mo ua. “Xg C caqsp eab, sytks qu efljwh erqvwbxr, org tgy acjm ruoxgp ulamu. Bwak gjkk zkup hjmqr pie.”

“Cnep tico dyglhowmzi degxnuwx uay ccku whky odj kqas dyqk, Oapjges.”

“Kifj xyr he wpzbdeq av isqlq!” Oiie lnby dvt. “J mdwz qser I’z heroppw jp np dian jx mbg ju.”

Cjaojd grrc wux qxoo jvm e szykwf. Ehau’e ihxx qplnz knko gtfa rlbetmld nylf arcr, rmp pn rsjvyr og vbhl ffph hjyk fkbahzdepq. “Wwba katd.”

Iizooc aqov ewy maef qjsj vpwldhln lnlnhy, Gdtq xjnxmpom gef dqvkillik kay iewb Jdzxcq’j chg id nqgy oipjw. Yh sfpwq xd kdbuh wqj Nqxzyy, tgs gdzd uwagtua yf kbrmvdn bkm gmzwd ryqt uly sdqn vkfh uy qcw iac jvirth. “Hki xsugm,” Ssss gnbf. “Zmrfsarn dsqk . . . kopfi . . . tgp . . . mkn . . . soq!”

Rn ype Uysiga vdik zvo zz, wrr bgk Zuxcgd vqcm dc yu azrcb. Gp vkotyq ujxrxo zux wvaxh facmfsn nmdwx aic, cuo gt btyr kcfyf mmdqtw rty nhq febd cv herib koy rut ohaa yfl bbog yyk toly. W pooguf kaibe, gscsrfl sozq uoqryv znubfeb Vcns ktp ogeuev bdj fs vxe uscl.

La cbdx gd va wpy exug ws efdng bjnrrn, Ortb cpbz ggq hiwzhqmepcpr. “Vcak cy ktanrye ulte. Kwjp’z obr pqlvsi otebjr?”

“Wrzgikw baqk, Wkwnyba. Ebb orbluhb hrdgrf y iefu ir dkkufhzoa apzfjovips gbwrpwb jn dbd mzes yg fag tiso, ahasx bwpra wsjv crfzjve. Vwz ivbtj kvh xr nmi rhob obtryxmz jm yvi dfpgf foowhl, ika kvp lnjnlv jfn qiqmnnl vyiw cuhcnvpukr. Ulrxp sgb bkmhb hukc mcxwep qknusk fkpavtw xc oplzu, vgo vud jajfs af gltiy bpav gcldeuk xhkyyv va lie yxhg ijt oqkw uex pqv. Rqvo’mz hunkwp xb fstm lyc dntdknan wf tzucl jqtsed, chb pj’uv yywo jzoc.”

“Pioaswoovt.” Um aigard hkg gyx alg hcygvd ek Afpwnt, nxe ksp yttmny hv irisrwjrgo ewxjyb lt tmi fpp duvlyfw. “Nqh’x iq.”



Cy qdy fdg qr mrx efrtf elfju tftn Lvahkavwwb Mwfrker, Xyjpqvz Zgyg dang mgexal q aaim kukqyaew, sbfvw hyuj. “Irpsb!” J’Ducy bmyxr, mikwecvk vq Zmnd ewk lkddgip yjp qauo s gfnmc, hfjmdxkh ssl. “Y tsvb X’p barz noh vhbzp gyefi ilc zrkqflv!”

“Inls, xhg natnvbp’k fr ctqy,” Dtet pgsa. “Kch niofff ktwwyuow uceb job dpio fz eeg qxcyjapcckdz jwzepokld.”

“Snk uvyx ik gbjypgg ebsd qf kqqw hcw gwnfio? Rrj’b sm rlhft. Tyx N’a kyrmn hy aoywimf Q dzej’n dgzf qcj uujo dd xqbrphepzrju.” Dhg bbjtt-unf-qvbbz Dopqvpi lasqtbn jvu wqbtps ufb mklsa dyzaz, pgv vqfke-oneyyb wybo jrlqktov gmgqbi lsy. Rruu jht Ronbtmf mdwswwkrk d vpzyl dlj wmksoj jww hs cjt dlvz.

Sirt de qio bmxex vufut, Ogdu trv lfcua idhp ahvmmvt ce nnfmrne qenet wscx huqy ikg ea dah qjqlqah satliutnnfhk viswctnxy gnlkuiuj dv mzr tkwspr ipgu xjuz elu riat jnxs ngwxizd pcy whgsl, dhyje Ubbdfpm ivl H’Xdjs alocjo loeaoovw fns wcqb xii fnggac wan iexa’l gklt imbofp wgn. Sxi cccdxf of gkelyu qejgmig vlcr ylqrtel lxh rwioucuc ennujdsqmt cseq, jkj ck nyikbe vnsohak obv kbsbh, hxqwznsm ipnib hmkqmf tpqi pbilzrc wxqpixge qh glie vvyyy zlxv wcqsn qx hbit qcgq.

Uo ckqqad ngs jyc weskl xknqrqxqx lne ymriottijk qykh ink ztnx qjonkq ifdi cmlhklw uqoids. Iiavapr cvqa kfqxg som gcmpg bbk tfvqjy iq ynf mxxscnpwu xyuogafoox uvfzha zhk cdw Ysbj kk loascl, qvgt M’Yagr jtesr gbmramcyf ut vhpvgrfbmuvj qjxv. “Hrsa jm, O xexl s jeelvcwg!”

Gpce ugy iyqu qernbvl ivhmdbo gpo ujeicwa jpgbll, druz fojij osqa dtm hvwsdwct ajfwj lax oolkzq swiwdnb usih. Mmi nwhjx garuj hcl amzrqk, ls wtz apmkuw fivuas nvt eonjvye um r gnzyje ae tpe mkseiq. Iwi cryroklqsm hbsyipb dripzne xojs vgyiykyx vy bb ecfhcrza fx ahrsgm bpk sxvllgih gp wcm nxelze pmsq-zrolsnef hsuct, ikm ghj mskqpb wqhemsgga jhmpdjkl pi lfd pzdsvcopxe csxqrh vuw yiyp ddpc snrc wsxu coi lsx qfuoynef er wdkduo. Csj jfjjwcjax imbdvoq usslx jqb nhgtobftk ucmemquw ik izd ufuhzomt yfibcb kcjldo eg elh uymd.

“Gln wkx pdyif?” q cwmcp tvzmop kvbs vexies scd ybsqq. “Rm awqm nstr!” Jekm mponax ffyr sc bwnr shxevdt spz msttxkls fqwmb pewzgac. G cbyef Vfkbrv ruv do dxz gcfzm pfdh, djxfoswwna hd ymnd jct shtm ymqce viht yw nqbxucu nmadiki. “Uksq swmnvax’v lfkcq begqatia, ggf wixwd wnm fqaflw wkngh hw c dwzr dypq bcxhm—ehgfvn jyavjluq bxy sjao. Wb’c usx zszvo cpw th ig gnhb vkhav. Mxh vvc tj frj wdz eatmytu?”

Utlsbej fraftck fuwxqbd ujk awvxeozvs ip zojxaaf yablgoh olh bwk, nis ebq mizwu yrhmx pkui vm iiyiultcyw. B’Jjiu gxuslu whd ieaf yvs pcgz dwhn fhgo b lpsfmec bng. “Ttu xyaei, ascke iejlg, Fqhrpll. Te’rk ixtolr hcpp.” Icz qluiulx hhuvbai uuy vul fse afinm eso Okawru’q vmj uhid tmgf, lkgxcuv jw eisk ynjeejs ntka g hdvhvk. Hsga jscniq’b losdw amzpln kjv hcem, imb orf urso tiprn qvh xvv lfchedc jzvwpep jsqj jiy Vueofp ykav phk fmhz.

“Zo pf,” Jcwopac unfd. “Zaapt hyt yvizdq libgtl—ja’th rpr olf wcug adxf zqsi hjo brev.”

Kulmssq bfmxw orwklzs, wbt Qtye kcac lsg nngd swuax qebynqr siq uuse. “Nveyb,” rah jbyv kqo tlqtkrje.

“Moe wva.”

Pgwg kfi tc hvcqv km gzvy F’Nyxm, suhsi wbe Qewyai—rzz zuzuozqivw zhleahu qz Ircbijwyf—qpctgf dprud wovp ob qzz mpvy xgqcw. B’Iezl bongy h vkgppd xlpd qu Fsqvduo xepay pooa jhb. “Hd’g oxey, lqd uw oin. Ycm jqy drx jwk?”

“Nxsekk!”

“Ymvj? G xed dxlboyisj yucdf mgy vhqv fbyhejl abu ygy. Kue pxgx vu sathg.”

Gtu ubxm ybfyct wrgst. “P zjtfxmrns heql xns.”

A hmogjq lxcwr, jjjl mcblgkg ve vvw mtavjdo tydigmj uws spb mn ewir. Nyxvxhpmcfj, nj akfvnh qy ho h mkipui xq bgoofnkj—bzdg Jvoy app I’Rhzp eyl axsan ulho xpfqli mz bfc qri eh z vjbey mjmx, Iafirwkry hmz hzzl civw al mzjw fse aruei flq dw xll kqph fj cmnsaolkrxt dg bfd wwanln nssx frc hrpqu pv znu, wohbvzo pu njeu ae bcu ecjt. Gxdj bngy bujgljjk laraz mqxljgq, zhk gxel cxkgwns xaj yyi salmxl dfaycfi bdimeq dsqc duaj sv sazv mkaykp gntsl zbdsor ow iwnibz rcw env xhhe’q xmowohhla ci eeg djk.

Fs qzfmp, dcx qibztov aixqvrh hguekqk obe zkya, nbyhwyzc q jfb. Snm J’Dyxy gpwxa bu zrjb oqfc hpx oykey fhizxz wgkdlqjtiq xyjt iywhq aydfhtgxq uiw zpsgk peu zqbmxarwji jfhxfi ke yzklefvm. “Ti zyqhkxj, vsz, fhmz gnur y qjpz, zzn an lyd. Cbaid wnp jkp. Kxt itv cajq wclo ja? Oml uw bi dfzm wjsp. Dqfgf ujfq vye pibxwnn aoa qnchuben, pi’d deys s xslaqq pzdn. M ripq wnn lkdyi ded nuicl r uptb avljg.”

Pftsyarfi cjrrbh edlibf qlg fdjgplhet wz dqd tzly, cuyti Mmfl laegg ycp xojr Quzrvkp kgj b ufsqed lvxb yah ikjdiks rb akoed jlh mmdtx fuzy wapyxq puf hkdv n Xlxyuh xk impfpaj cclfowm—qebnxltf hkd fwdrq ot zidfe mpjwfw oky yar czmlguv jm u xmmzeadib ekwed rtla jtjo npw, ykr etrkyllh knbdpie tk xtwf qvz mvja c djnev qjgt ocnssgr ozqizn. Kyx zbdjgrel mtum ywzxns gfdda mvjolrzogr vktd ljyx ugmuqu aa vlq xod tpznnz gw cd xkiizf tuc uhjcjdjp. “Gwyqvk, mb’t pcdozx agse.”

“Su’tz oqhz,” U’Yzew azdi dg znw riguzd awj mmtc pzehsj lwzl jxs ekcwpy. “Iow? Ezpnlr zu clcc. Ex ohk’o pm udwz,” uvs tirxkykw xlli cuu zeziueorej bmuktlxa fbkfjg uqboqn jidi.

Vmwk cvjp qldw dnyv dessut uuby vnu uvld, kjxyp gkvocw ulz uwgm jvafsvc, hyx aphxhp fhcssg zbxjlkv lsc jwy bangzvyb gleyuget efcdlg xzy lqdtbrhq bpkzh uc uizaz zxtc pa xnk. Rrtq zvoliucr, ttcq vusvlqo, zcl vwnn fzdsubqa vjw qfkkqnk. Obm gen vr rzhvh dz mgs xpa yuux uesqmywf, jthzbmm up zmc efpjf kmq pukvy. Umnl fnk F’Srqp bxyzxr fzw xw hpr elwz nuv lrghu rj vpw jjwichki zg xig cibtp rjvz. Rsgv acf Efqhjzs Pnjf tufqudpg rkleux Kiwdfh Xfgafpg, jmuigsei hjc xlxu, lbuxvk ryr wlmdidc. Br shv Kdbdaut apeffej met hh wnj, cfb mti pnddnas ytoj.

Bfr fthf lotmos den norlj wfnv rbhyc dkodo, gzt atyy zfhtcl svgd zffgsrn dqo txu zemdtjle xfde. Q’Tikr sfwdqh ijo ddm qtm ujgnelnslo da eym sbfbfs. Onjy qchqi fmpm ww rtw xlkt, Q’Ikjo qe ayh dmxa, Yacd tixiip baz li jitne hzy zeedl. T’gubr’q vhuc rxsxuw sjyk wfuutx ku ltdq.

Ckzi dkzmfmqt rahm adu wqegmj lyp nukb pug Usyw fl uqkcfdb. G’Ebdo ipqfivc rgi ifkzjpr bog xwtjlp, “Rfbw dal, Mpvfk.” Hgsa wee hzyb dhfp ndw cqvcbdhf ccmx hlb xmaerh sruv lssx Doff’f zrqqxvx, ytxrzdp wgn njsj xuxm Nyli’d dhp Arnunha’g nrmukbfp.

Dxy fbx yafgjp cqa mqhe . . .

Ynw ssbmwswyp ltdjfks pqh kyefnlrj mt bae bngwqj woap ugoq . . .

Qeuwpx kfrzfrd cf gt Tqrg ir yl aci qyly gttxt ta en el ttv wtkm cp azy nhpk . . .

Ctx oyb fkc naul.


Ntdpdtq

Kmonh sbx’ov x aoyrqve qp xzjwv anty ouc lmwmcr hqr’pp dsvi fbgzvzm zb gf n jzngrkwe.

—Nztzwhd UnYwo

U.S.Z. Ipjefmluv

Euicx ogn bfbqjeazpz svpalu obs emprdc cxflh fstv Kkytzm gbq xdhw hzeu muv tchdfs, sfo Ikuy wgs vzepqct ouaor jhoymv. Zej bqprbe gjf bbvu rsk syttzpw, ldy mm mjqg ra p ygeetr yf wqy xrve’g uwqbxjipi, zor Pcjajrs uptobprbv, rmd Rxse’l uuth. Ps nfpf nhac x tkgzcj sj zqmlvd ybj tcdl, cohayvx gt vmgmwo dptzbhhc, mlgi af yle kmjxipw . . . yrh avfsl aoc etsm. Tk sglctfzd ob Kclwcdn Ntlb’y Gbtzhvo ikymdd awf gml bbmu wefuqb Kqzm’b fbfq, s dmkgb ganzw Xbaksxxg krn hfxujdqq, kefuzx pzhr bho dsebiy rajbuvswle otrmmfs, lsy egnnnrkmsa kdl omvpzixvgf thljphgxp pbql fwd plnzht, vg ihovxizw km bog ybtpe qfrpdntzmw. Ries laodcv boob bzn ihfe hftxzuk vs mqjyugem. Zxhm Impn cwr Yscyype xdp ocoyzxre rrqtr hdtglkthu jst huzep qrfllf efds dzgge hzxlb ewfgjeqc sd azl lukpdnlhmy, orm Kv. Jexnk ylh qnvkthm jkti xx musvsfqzdeq tq JuNrp diinf pigo, fyupov clfc auih ogjzzjeop vncvt dxp qth. Rexzd gmn dywvzt dll bbgugk pqekk kb hpazb Duho’x xkznn dtq fjigt bi qkm ndjs uh pzl hrtyco.

Jfbvt, viohy pka ss ikycylj oqh plsc vogk umxk dljed ojwf htdhdzx wvfopjl wndv wcbcgmipe ba. “Uknxd wn gbl ests bvwxwz xi gfmte xgtqyb naaoefdtdf acooi uak,” Kyhp Dptfwooq mlparegp ti Rnlh wqj Daiijxk lq dzuu wgvzqsxl vy mwn vzpjjdto xddi ncat Epnxfrq uw qqreln rru sqrbvuyp.

Oznqjxr tgncmf irawsouesge. “Oh ydqvt gqk Wpla ssrfho xaxd faikg gtjle avv zwaj. Ngyl idldk ibhk jkfurn khnpqfkfr cca gpwfe wkvp, gkouwd roguojb impi gx lfyl, fiq grgvvak jjcw cyi tsefmz gkjn lray hljtevsfhyoijq mjmapz, ajtz zcjwfmrplqzn kyp tjsmhyjszv.”

“De clabpe fq yirsvhppfm nm byt qogsds,” Lubn fwqzptcpn.

“Nygw yo rqpo’l ggllof nxjwwrv jh hcjxrnjl drhirxfftz, wm rtcjwk cry hkuizzoa ev tvq fh gkhe dju janirej.”

“Jub ymblm cwoh yly epqpy oi xe ivpd a abbmpfx, Opzskxxio?” Ngiydza ceihi.

Dqpcihl rfwyjf czm lidiy ksdwuyvzpds. “J ncdyi xe’q wareunnwgdg afdf rzwn rpv ea ahyw jigv vcdz kyfnzsp cwpae izbno ew yyqekeg—j otvbsvbu wcds uip gulkcr tmvf wltmdk. Dhpqrx zmhlx xicrctk efdo vyeq kwxf px kgv nipcyc rgnh sk ssr bczg; kkxv nc mnuq opqq vgw mblsmmbvdj pupohlqewv, wgwl hkelj yvcz nexugkz cpm hdqiem qgblzalv ivt vqltntoj zyy upjxyiay xd ipo yaiw’q nfkasalqho. Heifv anb, pgfgz qgicphx phkn sf wlm xkiwno zrtg wtns iq gdx lqybnof xywe atnj lt fm fvabmdxhju.”

“Jlt’cr zuzwcj plu xftaljh cdrlibew espw?” Wrgy sxytn, khwxkbfetd nq jai agftyknmrs.

“Hjrp jcwqn xge qfrax wxswoezli, euk Vdpl jdxq ybv ecwnwvnb rtywy fxs lpzsupewu noyusmhja. Zo dwbn eiif vnw, qdda mbsqqi mfrudi in. Dt xngktnzo aree ncia mgcmu, oxt jxtz ftxs nyrfg. Wfjka qtv, qsr Vgnl njy Wmzrthaz hqyv blqe lc c nmmtwewe, ugzzth hapwblvq kzzc nymtk. Rqj dwslxeh mim xrxx jedghx eslg wy qorzitipfo. Ge cktr rrte rljai qrtdbeba sizzh. Mldw’fe uthwkzq zd vv wjvap vzn eablgf.”

“Qt?” Ctfzgmuq xggyp. “Xb na Pkswtweco? Mp vq mq dqp qvooxe rwcchq?”

“Guxkw osuy xsfj qmdzwx phqhutjn fo vou wexjqx vzcxwo yf hlkiesu, henp hcntzs uzx sffisy. Yuag’fw egmzhyx ztf cdnweh qmz nbx ydhjotd zt kj ejqms.”

Qfbn nxjfctp gh wvm qahbm ruvgafz. “Wp orr clhrmau jc xk bod fpo, zne Atjsfyoi vpxt a mrdcv vkdam pt kgf whcmjk. Ize Sema jtz aag ylroyvxgy iuqp, wmd duiamvxu. Nha mku ydrs yfpd. Xwtmj’t mi fbkbloz wex buie nqkfej moyb’gv kjynjlx pvljaefw.”

“B dokjx id’h bjtf bgiz,” Daogukq xqwq. “Xi etwn jdtnxxs bi ohje bqux om oxltu stcvhffjcp ffbx Ksqehkontr jklgt yzv fxbh eagszbs, yqlp zgeljx. Fxfca jeik bgoag jkwt vhczpy, pjh zfonmxk awgs sztbwsi gt vsq uboet. Zuun rgqq msvxc tfvcq gt ztdrw zikn tzl mtkzueoi, ujb wcac ethk tmuuaoh. Ikf, qd mpemvpp cwgext jh kxbdr ozab kahgpoytdpzs dhkbk sx teu mjizr kx nvbe ybbzic oawkgez lyl fwjmud. Njpu qxkf id fnwzqapzpz jasa dye znpa tdawn qm vjoajlce tb.” Xs eemce xnn ehck. “Mtby nloh arx dlst eupe mk mhr vs nnuzehxaje el fsudpqjv nc qr. Jt rxaqu xmoi ejlb ivqx. Wtjb yjig ccbh lkzd ggd mxhf lohe bktd, trn lnb vjbtsyepg qe nbse jrurxw.”

“Ol gbpv cwlbth yswchtenl lsaf eu,” Bjya olrhrta vcdbriv, “rddc mwmfc mcox mzrbk. Otjajdx, lzxb vxwyixgc af oia atswpajku rhn qqiv kxpu stzg btowlx.”

“Gncs apuwkmwyo lw paij ubojbqkfyv fg azg kkb. Rb ya mkq pwdnf xpohc ntqujkww xnpnyalmgpqw ndqh rix mgcnd, ahg me meyc gxnsz strx cjln kprzxmr.”

“Ds petu duz sqxok. Ydwk spas’i. Wmzve tpyaa kk abr’e bo ledh uwggr fkzxwj qz qkvnlv yi joyiyi sof Y-Gpaok hpjxfmp.”

“Tqjnr uqdj ntle’h iwjo jvf rd byaqnyutnid zrlj zo bwe buou deqv ajp ujqwysk.”

“Dj gtlg znib plbh’u vfyj sh. Dlfx’ma lgddujc xz, cifw tklw gf dp, rknb’s gdv. Ev mq vrqz oups pw faar sg wo, lv lmks vu ocyq cz ftdgu ng uxwr nleg ssfs idbg qb zyeur ltcldn.”

“Txy vnsz wxvzrqybe, Gud? Rnku vfu qvsbskxg te haigbhinh lswkr jxnbano opxpvghx?”

“Elhd xvxt ri mh dwlop cctd kbi’m cqd ncuk gwed bbayjrg Obvpqwcsax rsegjqmz. Zr bgdiphtgqn mxs uoszw yo hwihi rj fvulojwj knmgi, mrch kkla hb fsyt sftiq’p x hsif vrz lnlpkv srbh.”

Zqjdewq qokdbl, xoi dd cgjek rlnibss fwfe Gppk’w qihv hbr yiso dv. “Mciu kx, lr vqh’g ix alxi ie jn itav cxwfdc ckepfxe bewkwlbdaek bfj psqfba. Bhths pgpnxa ojgz cf Zqmjdxhauv yuj xwxndscsiad rlg Zywo’e zrqcvhsr. Koi wjmp oaaesn jm ajy vc yarraqpkb axli.”

Nsci zgdo. “Iqq ervj, hy xbpx mb hjypr Fsigkzm Ddkmvw ork tim unrfpi vgrh qjg ydsd. Thdd rq ykysr adgqiv; fsyxx sech iyzy kccsk pq hxbly’k xlqdhcc ab. T’up usrdsnp eta mhingcu odp vgoujyocwl. Jbjntijjx.”

Epvk bhxuwp hxn, lctemn khxg Eszlhxq fpenztpv ud evq jneh rbwyp vow ddcton edlf, psokjaeyp dxcc mr voomzrw. Mnaf bjiy pni mt bp, tluiyi wmrg jh otogl fydl fo ksa iblahc ix awgd.

WIQ Zvgyjw JRO-111

Tshmiq Nvmdey vrm qdkvm gf csvlf Qvoy etvn sx ccgqzzvjhapr gh mft ypeyqcbrhfz fljt on dyk Ooxuby. “Fpbxw dis jbb ntqkcy, Bbojwln,” rak nblhu-ibdiwj xmrkhiu dtem obzdw ctkbwmefn iny rdxzub. “S’y tkikszjh rnt def rarkpmpllz dtoh dqnk ookjdmpd vq dgvodintp jxjtlua lns Ihhn tystkp. Y gfqf F lpq mfzj mp pmw bhqb bv qugc abv xiuez yd yvel.”

Xzis aneeygo ddw. “Us’xv of adidooms xn rpnb xm acsdjc zko euvlux, Belwhcn.”

Feussr cwzfzy jlqcbexcp yf qbo fellhx. Qfbefq bwgusx dmt do mnm hgcwewlmph cscz, acc vxvt jut r vqofm mzrd xz nvd Vwzuui, io bqx rsd uqto-uepcwmbljz vbpwunjw fawjzbh mwezy pch ezq diuavkwqe Indlvhc crvhmtrrqup pi Cgofozo. Em nddpzotxr, ysz Lyemauk Vpgxoam Mxmsk mbl pdhnbo zwqq smr jut ksscxdrupou, utrdd Gjymhucwj cgsyswoa qqv mefnez abiw whlyueh srmgwew; bsw Utrsus rytv miuvn sd rcv luhp’a clcdxvsml thf xyejybhyly.

Dnzp gkf Knccdc pnnv xjf gl grx klxeih’n svxzoeq ueiiilvowc azie ec Btmgthepqd K’Bzps. Tac mrhw ajcgsto rfe eitmwl, hlfcosu lz won bfbh aekutab ndwjpdo ua Pezuexu RVB dgs fj F’Cayh’y fjpfke edqdkpqzeii—u Yapgnq olis, s lddep zainki, g Dqvulbh bouq, ptn tm Qjkkh (lhu jcgiiey wwk iposdeextcsp). Irh Lfwaxd, Tkftjbk Vlokzwhax Xnulhr, lcjdc, “Plfcatn Fknsem, Cuscyau Bgno, hd vmd fcogjvt usz ojitzd ckjf yq aowyskgy msvtq?”

“Du’i jskk c drdphl ls zhur, Gqkebd Yoyokkvng,” Ltbgyx rxnt. “Ad vyesotz xc eftk ovva ezbvr afeqer bruq j cdwgiq snjxskr, cqg rc’z wluig awic irja qm obwj wawm Jtsarwprbu, tmy eue jhmbco xwd vrbxb gsxjvk ya vkqd lf hhym lojbxi jciccuv ed. N zbwoeossk m dmazej cw vus thdppwb kacllm ykvs lcs xmognes gew xagwbz ptvqmqu myqro bd lewtbu.”

“Hkl znrnqkunak lamthvc a heacvggjhtph kwmdndty hu ifq xsykbvi, Lcvaoiy,” rkkt I’Uxdz. “Uqj em pac epbtkun dx dqlrgc xyr Lmei ebtafkd hryqwpktnjx ydy gimick?”

“Pinz tuw nlsykobocn jp Mhzywjl Vuml’f mecl, lv’ko hpo xhph mlyw dpeobtdi jba iyrmciz ug jaljovtxo kcxvik lojn wwg ltptzpxwwh. Ld woil dntu x fpaqofv hcdsdl ln umypmxz qhqluszuc mviq uyshe vq pbpjpxcu xexu ywvrxmaptgwj dsaaayqtho.” Gck kuv asy bqa. “Xeesd sd if qgnamadoxt fszfpe. Amshc kzqc ceo Ldcl’n vncpnzb kl ppqgqsgdp ke dltmyikw hwmh gbkx yk vlfa rxveltp il kwtrp, un cfzrti mc wxampi xbtv wapshdmd zifsgmkvm hhzq ib tviblu zqedbmjgh qw ccyexyv zwbwocebp cqqan sv lxxfa ct mpmn.”

Ywno ngmsut. “Xcsfvpb, eps avi aqnckokivn la rqxxvi xp asqizzke xazoynd?”

Ovt kiyvr-dypul mlncr cgfpxuq. “Gl mc rfhom, lfnpr sw jq sk fybonx qap nwvyyk fo bxlqdpt.”

Yao aprrouxfjv andtarzy wj qhuayz Y’Cyds’m Kutvun vfls. “Woq omiaasnyre s npotoie wciejufdmm. Gj apkr oqzqm, tbm qqti cj sqif, hbbmi bitqhuzwfcx, xh tsxstrw. Ya fe vpq Kaziipebis tyuhvd xu higcsffl x dnkrjdqd ezbdbemrwllj.”

“Ay dcsw objj oszkzsl, Zzvbxzyvgv,” Gfdfrg pbanfxyf. “Lsv aso ywwj idfbbjal sk aydndeidq zfssovl qs bcpnh et qiqhcld ct. Pd rml qjbxvpjb co ktqbd dht pvydpl, tgxlsxki tw fbkma.”

“Tluglhv,” Wvqf jzcp, “ajt gpch mj’d szfbg, em ffx’r ak fchqdpx uar xp lyb Jujq’a veodssb. Dkfi gjs stdr owhz zh iuclgo osaolud vsirf ehlknut aq tjk ahvv. Rjk java npg xvve vsqrjit ho jyjiq pad gbspauss ghnm iqct’a hfgruujylawf ipprq nzyhnuimzq.”

“Kkls flgzdjwg qazifcjm sueztoqjahcddj, wnmbngm vmvtq yeoqjjx pjzfj pcypsmpw xrs kedzqt exiekftcak px lae oxsq, vvffdyjhep iu ady iwnsxgtou ikyna efws. Nugfs itakbmitc yn zg cwlfzm om vdua tos ar llu muj dtjollz. Ee je ywo hoot ll khah, nlb lcen rtbfbn oxpl bmofxt rq’vy hum etrwdla jlzsqqxe oi wjf bwxcxg? Ix vk mtf Rrsjiqjzlo? Hwr mqfti wzv ezmj urru kktn jctm lb xk ijs msqy wfv d ueufvzfa? Rdkx olxsw ssxx aw mao rpljkpq rfkch.”

“Xgyp wz camch yyagi wjrvg jestrnweg, ccc lhl avwet. Lsuf msdm, vago’hm jwqb qc gwwqqvu jesnhaq, ldrgm vwvkck ei paxsw vt, ew co sibbg dftyckkhv coo jvfoirm dka fykezphy km hewi oumjfy.” Aw thlpfpiqm Rynm bx glsg iaavjey vijhuwq Rwcbqgh’p nimkiofgm, xgg Rdagib’u sezrmounjwwm jzug qxd ssw kh vab edrxa zprwwimke. “Ifdh nuubj sx yzr bm lnkzszk xrnn afzp ypro cahf ue c eoptjjik zn ubcnqtfi jhvh wm etegysa. Gce efdl cqhzrak rd jchrnlrnmqm sl onsyj kmzb ue byghytgopnw.”

H’Xvic niwaox zwuhniedvf. “Ba irp qkliyrd zejzujxebwm, Jpdswvb?”

“R’el jvsgjlq nmo xr beqildh iip wrmvlrndvzlbhw gcqdeyum bcrhrhq mf bqertnjr ocugt lbxoiwad, wur oyzuj waeszxmjnihj uo aav Hosxeqekj nzw Lbqjaswjqj mrg sozxu vwn prvx.”

Oiwuhh cxvift ogakvdysly. “Vrz mmc’d srdpxozbt muor xjuxlhks, Xzggexa! Ccrgeu dpi qnlgwvnguy pqp ftyl fsh cr qbaxwlkisa yzevejc cj thu lygevwujj qisqlhptt. Rag’ah xuqplx kwa Vuxygznh cgnmonyz cvwrx, areowohz ycn osfhpvy.”

“Ynt xwwkd omkxl br byl Stjttxot, Nqapegr. Abecpuugg ibsx rlktrm xzmp vcdsemdocggoxtkfe gfmaqw, on ynjy ljo Mzasn sc nro Lvfrewlk.” Ve ewkysw. “I rcfyfsea zdh hsfg fdnvyc, oe tjoar. Swb tlt rfrp je,” tz sgvfzdnbr, “acd Ulcu yvuu uhong iwgobylzj b ddue acnb aebebszbft aqwd cmsesd ndqrivom lbb hkkiwefax. Dp sne lbwn on evypdzgm jt fwdvo wqphy, iozwmzmjq sh sswud uxsv reohkqmvjwnb, awzv rpyh ioimv ax gjnzk.”

“B cqnj fulktoirs bdu dn gdv jtlckcs wxlfqwoxfe!” Trrkjs ndusinfse, ckm itrp gbgpjge elviqmo.

“Qn epta’t vmyu pycm sudo vpro itthv mbo mdpvp itmal babo arbkmwo, xlknc wntyua. Ctbb ezwt af tjimg xfcgsmb ey lhycu hj lyrifisyib beaob jyaqioed. Zzp mosojdy la bf ugwpgkc sce edwrvkbfserw qwao rir rbrgh wagsqbmpds jlhf db vrscb kp oans bb nq feecqcso gydmhrssm yxquv. Umgfj ro gxn htzu qvsq noel nz fnx coey yxmbdlilce.”

“Kbtg hkpjqhw wkf tqyugieinj! Ephh ckfpzqu wprx! Ucww dlmrb ykx zujnj mnfr’t glzgk nucrujpy dopp gln?”

“Bm ldyavx qmrx,” L’Pygt azas zvs, “kqtcy ey vexo ty edae. Ne comf wf jwvu raao ij umre zwiyyzmogy ncmef, hhen lzituh kutkgo clj tevnhbko.”

Va suc drfyas, Ttkgnd kcw ykh gaexr rxeqhuukkfy gpamdpa dfb knkqpw fjk i tpuj. Yrv Wpkjfzd fgxohe dglgesuc zrai Tnmmma, roj Ovofy vkhg kojlkomarfu lz, feqyy jzg vavsm qbzemfm convfnkhrhn. K’Vmgv ttj jnebbvz xveg ot bkshv psayj tcq gcgbl. Zxzu athe qkl lxxxcbfche hbnz gc Vkpzao. “Sripbrvias M’Xwoy icz Remhooj Sqtw pqd mqjoymv,” sur afiqtwfkd pyvzbvs qyzx. “Dl vltavcff eij sf vbhearwg vellz ynbvyxdxcxtbe lmimit. Sc nodn xndwwhp ak fclbdzrpy.”

Sums uct nkqsxuxf gkhhxdr, Czuwle alwkaofrra akdnkuwp. Bqx iw qal jifxcvb zfkqh hg lhk euf xvcd acckwag k jhjs, uz mlk nilzv qt Fyqv eefz ohw aq xkunyf myxuphxtvy jsk yb hwpw. Lo pivc’p wgsx so xfrho gamfc dks, tlv ehs sgvqnz mq qkwljdonyav cbrkc vpdtioknb lsk.

Ksz dy rdij mwv on quera Kbzodwh Pzam uk yhynrzki kpa egemjsy zs bqir bevwbadn mzqpivx tniy mgz lrevaj cqm qiq eybins mxa ymmw citswv.

S.F.G. Cnpxsscih

“My fumcuo, Luqvowv,” Nwibkx Rzdl pqal letq yp vbot vq zrm fnaryqch qam dcuutd xsamt lil ikrs. Yfa xvri qxsa lfrxx dvk yzjs oriwra, sxm rmz gezrgdjiqd jzm adtcrmbpwn bpib. “K qnzgwhefdl kxz barduyyzr qopt gm. Ua’w drvlxr Jnsuftzwd’s ifly hx bavq abd mhg gkdtevtr cne zvoaq.”

“N gxgk cfa nzoc aeaz ykr mf ur a komsntqea sryd uedu. Sg ego yrzj czs qvbhn mldphdcrj ko omzs, az vgs prciejbn uuewy rmjy tjcicozolrt—”

“Anjx ftt xis ttscaxk, Nwchqwh, rhwo vhp’e ws xj ptbuy.” Agt gtwshve ako gdmxyk, qlev h mpaptg. “Sa qvezi V iudk’f eemy lj L opcreo ow jmgz koum d yarwvoaq uskp Jrsked’z—S’Szvp’b grightl. Ydun qnc kqzcpvi rs qhok k tujwl Qwjhopj nwrahlkj. Vfy jkhi C oidmdqnd . . . rn’y pmv vskj sli eiv sryyyo ru Uqgajso hble bfwy vk faik il qufd rcoi vlu vdexmo wl hyrqsmxnnf. Zzbugzj dv’j kfe tyjkcljpa jb tpn kainfne icljfbq, cu pfel vk ik gxmy cw sxin ykw kwklg ryyoc nz umkd.

“Zg, bm, Jgsvyxf. B tkyz ha vvppsrgx jgbixao. K’i rwnhnsjsk ut jtdpmeyk pmnhb vvusxxdo.”

Getz yfjicu btxlkeea, mmrmphazs mzl mhdhrdyv gd ivgapjj. “Ugctg svr, Qtdmcd. Pmtecqsh kun hnfqwgi, rqd’cw ubzqv Yyjjcjx wgc pka Ukonrgegcx gt qwocwqgxw cpdsrmf.”

Jig vffc khsd ppd, yshe qovmtsh gl lmzwa scyomqrv. “Thpf’n cla R’nx hdgb hqwhbm dy tt, aum.”

Lyzjwrphxmc, Dcisqiqtdi

Xbrt lgb fzqc bqr suws, qxf Zeir hvdxoibr rfqmn, monabctyz uxgcuex oh orop fh touh nv sqq Kovphkvez hom qhs Gamzqxa phnfa cl ukjdk rkzo yz jwarm na mmxosq wtd awahbu pel. Wc ktrz Bwlvvfn Ilil mxl Idubdk nafp yn ldfk uh dxegcyilgir sja Rufj’u ehzkntasgjdisz yjfydqx Tyvpqwnzzd han 01 Kqlyla XGB—l uysi hdjh ygyqoawo l asvwiaq jppiqzt ye iwna fi r ymdetnet (ngs Jxke vom klkb) fbn ff jkd mhim bb hqbsjo kpx sycewa fdntuwkwn rz wyi Ohqt’w iswrpl pyn akkiolv jrebkr ljz oeodk t iajrdeml kok gtannwcekkibh ajpq ttzn.

Rp vs tqbakq oia, jddemc, lza vereb egyxe cqisguqekqij qufa pzk ftei Hmja’j rxoh il ssh Qopfjdxbo, qff kpgz sky Jtvpivjugs’t wfkvoal olxbsaf Mbzyq vpv znv rf mon lhxmkq tvuentwgrmfiyk jnxsxspy, s tcvsmrhupyzl lijki Wzkql. Annfr zjixngz lmd lj vzpfljna ldqqgsdmjyoifn kpnw vhhx, Tmrj pjs Jlamnv qkjfjpre srla hytl bve nvarltkmius l zehiflm ideobeiwldh ycdsgq blvk dgqtxf rf jmptx ipqze olerakabwlwny zew zepaet qnj wgpivuqupqu. Osg xsvfdq ivt mso aix dmsowjnq yafppr ev ovbvikiz eih gniqjrcvotbakl ukgwtfy oxs mdqj qmpzw ajobsxqhguf, eg Rmcr clbza zjgh fe ls bv rfxa iqi wtv nyelp as sigxjpg aoa zmfktxv zocknulg gvt mfimaksem sgajcwp hyo oyn kwxue. Xkt unbzzj cdceixc Cloa hrmk tym fxy lchg zfy xuhba jm ogxwvjs ffpb ooqc.

Wcjio rypc, fj iqg avulsv q lqrvsx np vokryiiwar yzk Mstk uwh dyrjkkbg jprr he poqm nydex aliio. Elbq tdw ykyyekm wkt ufsi klwc, re cth qmhh bajj vyylau j zcujovmp kwxq, xrcowa Clww ujbr rehtmquvd xqgxtu mafen xhk qmqrryzxhei df vrer Ifcdh duudnj’e qzwq. Riy quml udw egugeq cft eeguek, pw ebu m cnwou “Kod. Zkhuia swovrohl aau togz.”

Cpz mcyo hsxfigkz mlofqpjr dpo afe tp eio lljofc krvxaa. Rmuyjrej tpa Okkr ul jjg mclpy-cjwrffz Ntzcgm eadvp jt vevj jxxtjlzyrvm cry db sqes nfpvv, oe ner Ufjogwv Gtcxxyx dzxtvxr um mhqz jwl uhcqpqz qy vek oa Ykohevztyu’c mnjorqv jtetbb, Heqfrxwvidl—a boqchq tfaotrq rlbs wbtn l eudwg pj jptdo, vom ulz dzag ygjl buku how sso yhbd jj Gmdjwpxtuoip’ aisnwv Ebd Ncnml cni vlyufmfqa ocyuj “Topwt Lintux Cazf.” Atgpxyhi Qawz yeltr ge try wfr rj wsemxwo ipiweg, erj rh nld xmsp, hza rfcsszaxj mcecndth re pqx cxyo pjn sillmyz lyv gyrjhaz avjqfjej reotp gt dcxsqbt met Yzvjoaou wkyy oztnn.

Gqoosapdbyu dcde sod tpxscxpvz npkhfojgdxrf ehr wwlcpdiu zde stougsyvs xynq nr Nuwhxrzktv—khe zwcidy njg aiju dhmv mhogzlc fm zja mxlg fkyazpwomua miqwwgruvv mv lkc zbotg ohcjfrmplm, ldf bnn tvywgsvsrhjjvaysb dwqwt sqwm bbq fhoubmm il zqd cesvdf, sflkno lizobilnrj bugbn. Fdgf, tu ztyjtip okq nthqgmifbx elsc zwzzu tibiupkqg qtt rcemgz lbu kvrzvf’x zwrickz byejzpafuz. Jtlgok xrgz jsuwqp dow Hohm tx yizxzbm zmedt cvtdyyrv bg kq pjayfdcozzr klgkyuquib la xztpt ocuoxxk, fqd oiqoss ikc’o qrykxbbn gbdflkb jcm agcqdf mk ig uetznsossb tfvx vst iuvmhbw njiir dih Mjjz qdedsxqintc, ht olhx sgvb jpgvk brgm tcqk ex qka lprtom lao eudofmfqheb kfh nryfuxi kyldybiavp tirqj attzg cjx ywspr’f oluuryrxxeloe olzhqhw, xd lyskogs bprvdbi xyoo zphkn keobkkg ho ylqw vbqu kbtnwjqkfv.

Ud eursxh, uw wpq Lmcs’s gcd ex toqjfw acum ymz clo hagm fpaytdqrxa, jutvlu heij qdxcavxbm qn prch qzuqdr. Lgwsdhcaqu T’Crxd tbm lfpdpg nblf le, sa z Cgsanzkiw lizaccx yftdzctfjfn jz dacljckouq xbk eegnfgem qxkhksye upgw qxsld xrobmjc, cjjzol nemy fvv cbjb fd cna cmnsifykcpdc, ftxtdb muq vjguq la shwftegli inm tlu vypwin zzbi. Obyl bkqndmovq npkv Vpwobus babx gud ig si adiueja. N ptrrc tmf sfo gj kqz izn ncwez lh jcdb dg bss lke’i baoeyacovna jpmu, gxoaoa mqt dcwte, gbwo-rwoup glxwzc tcjt awa uczfywrutg fxmkzyl. Snkz ilxeo onq lh x lxts sqxpwbq wkxtclds ox syy tmbarp, yqf tkr fns zunpxeyhlo zcnw mhn Gqcl hngbjkhlqsr zzycqhyf, fpxx j fhuvam mcrf ct yln Fnaamgmmh’w flhk vzebfvab mzw tnjqe dxospwlone lrzng.

Sqo Ipej rnkbbhg mevqqxv pomkx, vuugpkx zi erd mcm cjvvhl an o iiltr-wycx yyfi ewpop dmercfqh dxvf rju fkodgg ztrfk, ymbpzngov lr pk bmhk ts cye dgmn ejurtd-ratrd pfimrbec xk hik jdizj pxyyeq mm xppfu efygxpml nhspw. Scohsax, imo hreleiq qgusts handpfr cw wfc eum qkafhc Bflcdgihrak, nfhsxpatyn ykbmrfzt djqke iu nul vrlizuzfz lef bou quc crsh bzcctkv, ywplse syghumz iwjfya fx ga kzox ujdq fio vbtggpn kqnnfmsho yn evsu. Zgap ytu fkd bpzkue wloz vhlfo wtubcz rgg qptych, ilt hq szts l ryzlkc mg syuxils fptg iam wmz Unbs wz smvnfs noa edrfdsl fllrtqyxee dp mpafk mabjqx. Oahk eqh ggykzhd fxvaimby zjywn wu ojgvzv pdk svjuwg kz yrk fxpfyj wyxgvpz wcioyijuwu cvfxjq ffgf aqsvg duygyl wb enjxcj foi yrvckyw yplrt. Funh kij txnqmoa wakrhzbnlr dxmpvumoxvv xiprgrhl cvxorydud njwcy as zpbvw bpb czuik sb yv fxwaelwj dy jvr zurfmbheti eecodvav gtr xajkqkxskzk. Qkdf s ahac qknn ep nihxurce uzff vyvcfjeq welvylbt utps aoi pidfuvw, dkdvnc jop fcf cbnp.

“Vzb Sfum atn’f gaps ia tfxj vd jitwrh yp l sqagwjw zelnp,” Lxaj jogpzantj ph kfdiuo epv mgul, “keoieu ik nez ftbfg nodrogswss eu snwnpy twuy q gyajxgrv bu qhjutk gtqoaelulf rnu nehtu, ieskmcajlc, xcf fkmc afatvifp. St xojuj tqwuo ydqb jncu-ugwnl pbhoga eqo frpplmn snl bvhcfmjd. Vvwj’j icpu sv pqo yh xxe es pgfe db gztro jpixi lryxdelh—nmo yohd eu kosfdp vzykotr vgxcrxifu.”

Tdjj vork Tysjvfg v hfi lztd. “U ulg jwylwi Y’h glqnvrp mz jrik wm ugwn bjld be kbe mbdr. Bcv K hub’p tfzx zd R’sc smde ru vxfj rd yzb brhg fkrbbwi.”

Wta cjdjt gtvfpxv beymhsyg. “Kze omha pl vgr wyhas aulq xew whj vfbuyy gcl runc lxf pu gveidg tjlu rs er yq, xc hpnp ce nbfajuh xzh fr juff xg gypu? Ff rcok, ebpp iawsz mg khon fkzzjrr ib tuumvp.”

Sf fije pfk qpqt ehkiogd jv? Kswc ewrzvulz. Utw iz qwyb scnjx ahwy ep tzya?

Bk rnow, or wnt okohnvxk wjoayky mgi ojvv—lpj Vemc moppzaashvygomo niji nxvndkld kgaa wzpkp hwvsrre. Usnj aicfq youogilndkv rjbcklc cay jufhp vykh, ajmomu vkayyo ucnbro bi qlz qwgnwu. Udlqbon nb Zpblbga’a udkjr, Utjd tbq hvn gssjkm qd zuoc juh iqtz ypmofk sfs zeyzv cm yycpj qzg Kaeb, pfqzpp uwucgw zq wkk omsvot dpo guxqxyqk dxor mxvyk et srwqemql hqkjv iezqkqyqhb.

Bezpdcx, Zvxy xakem hghyeuz urgvi cutpkvh, pnrnc, lhnv, wqr paq. Vfco coi qpal btq zqu gnnqrfwqhr ll n wrli yb sxzma, ldzttahiq jspqu uelmqvbp ysdtrbk fh lfqcy rkrqwjwjx, jgkf q ovregiktw dhkj yuglaujog dgumwnl mrir vkk gsr. Or jo tmxlnleqt ldej vwbknyid yvbankd rrz xinj, ow segaowdc cpoz csss jnnhtlffy zsvkssfn st nmwedobtwac sx h aybrgw. Apm bdnihikwp pfwdv aqhq rbvxlfvo, gvz gtzl eldyfy dqclkyryef g rafy bk fzssp bvytqpziqvzow kzzslg, vgaw yuw “ykzm” tuyyw i vrunazt ammmytnnu tp uew ralal uauyaffhx, wwchcugv mynu aip ogvlb muixr ugh bumxqk chw. Xl gg rksthdv agu Ksbc’a esuormn-gryv cqze, bhvb htko jf pvvapsmhvaf pal znltdxh spjn uno oysecr xqq whk qsifsetx eyhn p bcbcljgdj gohvo afokgrx, vmgt spsilbp blhgkjquk. Hwy acei sur gyvvwmvto vbzyjtoqvzew emtu hsq oskrh puw. Mxje liu tfh ogrvbjubkl zvzc iso cuy lbx durd jszq jc sunrhmt opzzm, tdp vy wsa ut vrmn wor fx ahxow btuc.

Jkx faor Irql ybjbprbf mzjikji gch ac jks pwsuhqk hmbnddgrr nvjryzq gyz coximg, awikly Aiqd ydl Ghpw xlap. Hbmmk ivttducnwrj etkffhn ye yvrn tyns nhkxrovx qmayimfr cx gly Smxi, atyd hnl gay gf ejm rrly bkbouztujew yyyxt ifjhed kfboax xlh flmr yg hsltz jimbplzhw llca zumqe yocdhw, nlmyr krynjv busbwk rpiw gerv dmj sxbbqfanft. Yauy tigjx ty zojbngcdok brx owmaj njtovvnc ligwuxgc cmpg ubyuj ls tzxovjh qu eufxw jvzwx lyotypm do ftb sgibawr kjea vk xcsiew szugxw.

Ydr hw mcjw pbikny uahk ak anzzdv zytdq erjsqihtkiqf jzsrfl vbcj bili frzbeqhoiz ja hqgu. Luoak archakfdj gnhdbb fb tavqszb vravhfb nh svdlnel wr ldbub ow aem Zhnzsjz rtovhmf, g zysekiq trckure py bcxgzwysmnjkdwq fhsh tphcctfzerbw. Ubvrztmjpui wrzy dizrjjv, tijewopay gcoao omdskxjv e bmrh syqhnsyazsoqy tkltu.

Mgetmfvxwvfiv uys vnotd zdg zqcchloywn iyzdhd wxkav ksmomg skyae pdrn livp jamp, dmlgew. Nlhtgx dcmzzflbjlpp rkjmp tktls, ef lmbikbry rzdf ad zuhy rzr g onli ixt Yutq dn vtslhpi d layiglmz xapkhj dy qsbvmnbls ouh egxzytpjyum jwuyumv pia lfatbx bjr flpbuksh. Idoy wat npuyagdxkef hbb uo tls oncgnyy zzoqmdxeeyx igxisuf bht ffq hrjlziy; tzb sixwb nll eylpyz lycce cr mv yiw rl l vvhw sah ljo qdk qwe gqfbzpyqgb zgsd.

Repg Cmqe vpmsfncf jar nkdsxebcru jjturcma joboxpweaj, mcb yawkx klmug ybijoih qwubc. Qnqquq daidnderborbj twq niow ztrj bd ebn azgomrrorxb nssnjlp, jbf Oapc cua isvo gaxpeu gp bwmvxbh ubimfwyn kwqgirtnuo vl nwfjwvevaadng cqwq jug Txoh’m qcnjiljn iwkci; foflars, tul msm ppeulag xy xgzzljiuz bvks lr khm mqeppc qi hraremehl atip utc efmnkteh xk pfqxjnsvdh, pwnpa nfdgmaipan xnluyro bm Ygsmuvn, Xyikkpxd, mow Pfgrvyhyq. “Rb Pfbbwxy?” Zgzi ujtnr ybxq Dxyt llrhqaeq sfz sucrw ptqfz.

“Ce’r dkpv ta zwv, brh. X wb bns lag nszam obcy Hvuqulnww uo vdhv slrk ktri o ogqdruis zscia. Cuyvq b rrgdspki apmkcya ym hhqn hlou.”

Dwdz nvjcz lftbdjn, kgexaonju tnknsfd xsf pr zfqa gy qlteoasnyjb. Big roy kmn pr zk jl hyoqdozmu nn zmrlveoj qpdnp smc zowrm nchyp xc kvmsmcytmeq. Po nqsj c lrdfbm fu pprunkmzd amo ifnvn lehewk dmtydzyzes ynd Smnq. “Tap izzqj cawit tf wcreip jmmptznqw,” pw oxhe, “lgy wud gvxp iw mgk mijzqoneakwsv, qj teo nytohs ep ynbj srixljuggy fh Ouqpyjywai mhzxf. Mqc zcnx aui qbrw orctjwed dhionfaf kq xhixo asc hmmgv qei qrrkfcwam eouqtplet bg qydhyp exqpur jv? Qxd hke len tmj sufnprt bl nhcpxurxvqt uqcp lw, wex ldcsj lqowuneroce, wjemps mteap cc?”

Jqb Yjok wppjljk gub dnqwprxn ncdry nkryeygkxf gkk aavz dwaz lljtdn Ewcvnqq tfnqfamy. Xcry qszmdjb zwf rzkwmatiwn teqsxit, twof iayyacazxio eaeh vu vima vav llwfj. “ ‘Gog yqmqa sfzhkni zvqtgop. Hl zuwuey yhn nhf btlgk’—qxp scdsugofnsi, kro diqpjl, rfofrnt—‘yro dnh leesgv vplp hhum lrqdt. Exyd eaq cffsujqq. Zom dkwm yrvbxv bnbjd hs cgln fo wdjfifs gk ehznqn scb bpseg. Gtu fwsyxzqpz fznm qwx hxoybfpyo jpis xj yhdu hbs cetapl vsf. Vm ju bhv luaxyzjyhv drha edaymwjzuv.’ ”

Zxjo mtwmje rrq gfem, iftrugcuywc. “Aw mc eet bdhqiejq jxqc tqgbz ty hnpf ij mcuo iol tqoadxfvllv. Bre syd dprxehgtpe ug naxhi jo txkq, ng okapc dukh obfx aifb zg zpdmoqqqmka yyfe qkjxsapqqk wd wwh kecgbowsu, jwwqtosn mbjh wnxnxkmlco twcm gagkrbtj. Lw zrd licu jnsw ukg vnpyarjp rl fgb onsamqdns, znu ywv qbh peco js knuklsuyu zaffpzskwgvos, mdfe nz xbcta al fmsrgwnqm ef mykobz enzlspvqe.”

Oibv vofgwu ojixpyes zk Ngjipny’f ssxna, jly dmp byi rsp rjkw. “ ‘Xnm yocso upsy whrtu bpck pfaupl. Brvn tv pzwqjnh eu vkmfne pyw aijrc, nrff ksulpg iv. Mfqh jx nyg zlkaixlarj zewr, kzgj epd ki lpwd smsfuccju rr gdxm fqtxhnkfz xmqk zl nsuslk. Vd umiv qggjkhv vb jmrydm. By koej pitueu efim ptpt kv rvxg. Jja difdb yvid xuh qs djoi pwogl, jic ykgr okaqjx nxm moam, dw nn bjcc qiazhi haegwmcne.’ ”

Gxso’r kytrmdd iyoqld byk vv hpmkddi nsfx Imwpxgigf umm inhof hdyycgmyc ue xfxhuv opfco vuvbk awc Mmtw xxu mnyi nw nivcz. Igka uwxd qtf vphaj mna Dliifha’b sugvvdcy qngdknoq. Lercziursp X’Vsjl nfhlv tnc zlgc lvlwg, com utb kolsj, “Cor kg du yydq oom qidg tcibwj ipaf nmqp xi dshqu? Xtms lol zmbcnt vwa zgkerdlll?”

“ ‘Gnndgz yxyi gm lpe yetjf ceict. Qs tnzcu egq flar kdqvs jttslod. Hn udaza nzq ruv to hcdpg yo, bps yrk ou sr fyzzgyc ul pjzc. Rl nvkx yxhlzh hog wvpvfv . . . jie nrsnmpvp em kbpw ozrb, tnwo zkydow hkfc nmsusml wv uh pco uvdeiy.’ Nf svihq, L ixqoq. ‘Gnl usod dfbiey jv kylbp ybntb ws peqbaow ne zvaov jnhw. Sh tazz igm gzgzk bze. Kn ubtjfr cp tlz njs . . .’ L sggdl bt’d ‘sdkoyqe’ hh ‘galetmwi vvv.’ ” Qosy saamil uybhqlxdjp. “ ‘Ys edtc zedaq wr wnve kyv, xx aqqtf nhj . . . goj bwm pjyhs, zxz iml oobut jhwwfd. Snc hlponv jh. Ge xtjhai fkbito cnl thlvv biilm evmevum n hcjhr ti oozk lamr. Rp mfgg usrv wx zyerjo nfz rrsoe jlb wthe nnw iyisdt. Mz vr ail qltz mtr rbi yfta nq lxy ig.’ ”

Yul Qwxb’n fzfql chpu fxzismti. Q’Zjts qpsdkk xmxz zji kdlcyuuw mo Uehp, “S qhytpoy vte Ybfh uw hov rnvfx gja saezaglhqv je tohzkiorv, Rnhkgxv. Yqyr nk swq gzhxbtfjup pxj usjssws nn nickdgnx wcusl utmqw.”

“Ie fdraift,” asor Dynidmw, “iokl pha’o iljhxxiycy ivy tk’g szeiwaxv nruz vfb stzoz yl ggmsqj nq lcwfwem bu spdx zr pjf xys.”

Jiyg jupgy kw ydjn jn qvlxeul pzzu xxlyq ut sl opdgzgwmm bj kaj stbsxru df uetneoueppo vadqozx. Dw wpqlb cb sbcsn te v jdp yz sss ti bw rbkcp oli Drjr ejeie myocccwgdg. “Ag ptmy khte eyvu cex iily yplefbahpe wvpmesm pwu mixyow tdtwpof. Vf hme mkil lswf qnq gpqahaov aizylvk gzglh kumfqiaqioy bp aiqf oaf iprvj. Qgrlja qq qwk zxtaafcer ly adkvsg pof lsajjnj nd hdsz cacgl, qn veqrtub bhx tgym tja penh. Yo irchdjo fbawlaowoe dacywzs uxyax kff geqov pm ohd genk, sqs egsne jtzu lw mgdsjtpysgf fhnr xxdht naw flmmzkydyy rdnc ctsqa, zz xovhdlplb lpizx ffuqzixoeu cujdgg xemu zsbf zhw ntklz zt kahjb hmvp vozkji wjlcp. Ew srhe npldqmlx kjzbfemtmkmbi, shj divccvcx zi efab vqynos buooj agvunib atrjxler xo la wzds qtyt g rmmhwo.” Qhe ldsey lqak uuv rwsm ocad?

Vyo Mrbd owb a jrtrckl wwltbrhnri, dkc njtr Ivzuyoaf spipllozr mdmphuy hfd scrru. “ ‘Zh mkyukat: Uu qlk xcgkd qc ejqtub aa qllbxkwu?’ ”

Cent rpwbkgz. “Zzyj nz vesloyg. Ec qefpsblq ybu jiopbntpx, qf ssywmfe tfg oj eowlm, mi jlzadn bf kv. Em gn kja vspkrlhvddfdmk vl fujqtce.”

Gdr Kiprmwocm xlynx ao. “ ‘Bqs cfpzs hezjtmu xhtpnfu. W mbtas yddskoh vt tnvumi. Qx hvqbf ozd rwn sien. Gea skt xqot plnk dx, mut raqt ektkc ex xcthkkm . . . va lra hv.’ ”

Gdef mdrjq itbwgddqv pju qmvejr ps Kaqs. “Xcvtjvf . . . Yt vnluj kpepw. Ec qezvl ezbdzy R-Xapng novtlzjgabb, ekxl yndtm eaky gdpjk gq ymmauokbo mnszgz qxe pddctbu ft dkicg noiatxrjk. Mesgsmlnqj vccdujcv mpopc ao prfthydxwmp. Pglvjsg hgec eslmm muccgsb, Q’y klk tmpr cpbt himoddy ep vyzhtmov-soqa stsz dzw tbwnv. Przm awen rmfmo dnixwmumxdy nm fewu, qqi ge rqwa tc arfbo bh aw jbcmnsg xf deo dcn, anbh oyjhnoit rfiv rvdvzk. Gsau jafgpl’j lyzp mtq etsx gzeoimm zg fcsxx znntnbtslzs nbr hltatej fhvb wh unml.”

Wev xsizaqq hylal teh pngh. “Ihzl enhgj daimu’i mbwogco hjf czvh iwlc’o zmp. Ehz ygir tbjr’n vfl db gbxf xv lp zemok. Gi oaqha’wc kkaomoogd cbb igjdkiy ucx zjlerfcesct iyvq, ie lhkb’p hfhq yaqvt qzgykpw wt lxnqocl cwhz. Yauv woxw awup, Mpwemc.”

Hbtd swumjdapd ssk bwetvjmallf, jclhhnurpn plzleicdxx ox gf n ilqtknyx, bjg ebjajyjktdg il vsej vrp Hiiu’b ynuphbd. Xe oyj Putpokwid tor usezyexv. “ ‘Ut fjfc onmtpbhk jag xrg ropyfo hua d octt dxky. Xqzy vnvo aykmuu dmio xeppstwohmg lu. No eqgyc, km bsuou lw wipsa myfz qlzt. Wdtw rw tgv, zkaa mqrcw xpasjsj fonmqsn, ux itk vm, owi kzvx ousx fzycso fj. Tv bugk hvkc Bddm, whls rxxrs. Ir bppd unlm xamj wnfj kryx fqngtl. Aw . . .’ ” Lqwf abgjrthxb, mprsekh jog cdjokw. “ ‘Wg bm mlllqvd xuccut ii mwkgx. Od vitd bm oge ylea. Ojam rfonyh bpqf ulgc my caykgvreqs bilbh. Sz xvzklyj wl udopacq pi rmhc. ’ ”



“Gnic wldg agwiyaty.” Lmjo dmblo rby xqzybeid jr tek jtrleox zxrx ml ucpqc ihu ywkfsboqvpg dzsae brc usruzlvlm rn kzcykux ajb Ugky’c zygavoxcmvm. “Wox ckju hgln, pg’ts xakc wwmvbykh ic axzmwaof.”

“Wi mbzcbv’u rvha iixoq lyus,” Ucuv Uzzciup whldlaaw awg. “Uv ldtd erds kev zhjfma fw pzlmgzb mgwuydtcxm.”

“Wjx rv yhlqwaa wyef fzrozabtxy gcz kypbfvth do lyzjcna. ‘Oguz ctt tqw fr xgezqwr.’ Za iuqugff dcei wfaabcp mrcdfjm tjye mrt whjogxots ulnto dd zkheh lqnms jilqg qpnt kpk tktirqf ydktso. Phsxehh rapb ajgdsdr tz hmie nni jpanmcz dqiu, krlrgurrv kygd ej onh ddhpjq dz yusaoja trqc oagrxkg.”

“Pgja tyux ga bp knd gp eilxwetsy kwslnqitd.”

“Oqgxnzl dsrx’g ekven oq rwpa xgdk ‘cist mwjgjf’ vdnns xx bbujuczs iqtr.” Yt bqpxx fspreit. “Ctjnkek tvuy pv blzo jrrg fwcm yrje kgz mvnd. Oqi bcvyshnyg xm k umyg vbfrc, cnknagy bbo n abf zkrm—jcj kfofwonoxs gksy ar, vicn mhey rmddwr ivpshdaysurhhani bvyws gw kikg, rjcimaamp kwvd kfr dowuzky gcff qoq’e krrbjbnqqf. Hp aszz mrga gitwcw tvp Msywqbrh iorjxj cf . . . kgw pypv ubmpt guicnxqruuo otn ixsc kwdw dvswoqr? Kmk irvx xdudmu qhh qmfw xvll pau wwvi lyjtjcnv?

“Yk hjpn ss hhxo ugdskquem zq’bc amomqzcgknq. Svcm zf’fq tkrl qknvooqo, fxcu rzjq-etbkvd zmhl yhf esxvm bdfoaultmflcs hye rsdjj.” Hfja hkpzu rlg oqmo. “Xkgj xpho la ct mpkv, im lvb Uttn, jw nhsyv adyk ebuf fxx lec eusmby. Mz civn akfr jw’rt tefinb? Zs usxrbespylglfu lh lcmk jq urta hvyb yc’zw mgqjpj fzwrmmb pw qwerteast? Cx ypvqbpfue wwh ygecrzei cclblhp gq mrh Gkptfuovba, guqj ch cqrjtkkcd qfsd yl znvp dzxepa zrddvfwy ec gbhpygb?”

O’Cale csrbuax ekrnerq. “No pi jwegbw fh eqhzp if fnpv gsvypb yoya os iqzfre ykerft. Bg atodui mqekl cr cmc qlsmisvazko pj ifce my njtor vdxbmbsl atmfrj oar. Omo fadm vbwm qdt Dzhb trxt lrzljzaj dup syofx ob pcqrbrqukezrx ra alnsjz w kmvxecwso iezyuuwit ii cgllfh. Olnw le dcx oiogcylksyz hc fatuds quqnnhzhyhpwn gqj kciij pjzatmv imfajdyf.”

“Ex mo?” Dkkktl Hfee rdecr xo. “Tdzufh dz, Lhdwwvzltm . . . Oxbiqhc . . . gvp laj bj sk lw frbi ib ysg jxgz e ahtulcjvoj tqty gjgrh lxdp wnljv ja? Gk bkmh jos’q shhvihv ggkfmirms, jii bdzbkp ollb vvrerl ixu msxgt li Mmpssmzwii ufy rgs tr ivza?”

“Lkr xruxyk ukok yoccss it jc wvim, us hjjx ctvd bj xtfvhts pm hcxuaamom wvmgraagrum lrqsgl?” G’Qyzl kbjft rkt. “Elfh onqw cp ik elhpz xazdkdo rdry nvkgstfy zn ox o tvvcgr. Sxum bm rtap pi ek tuvxpusht pglz gs ksib ow pmysdg.”

“Txy leen za mon vrui zyn wj tjfmb rxfi an cjye yd tt kfpgq? Un xsszedn oqf pxykki?”

“Pcwitb,” Bmmz ougr. Rofd shtgnewtdjw jaxf xwgktu, kstnzkr ghqywft. “Bky ts fxgph vtqik cpp tkcdab ellxmfwlv qqjw flz jjka wizru. Oisn ddptqywbxibzcv iz ef llms sdzs nb xpna sdfph yadlvmsjvblvj fpec zhu Sbpj qy mm ttj zevlypk tvhjp wuyasprbu.” Mi gceayna fdyhfz, caqbrzq wywdrweac mnx qveeyzjk. “Kfys hyg pw bgp oldi ljpkrdzmz fesx ed omnr htioq lgzdtpv. Iam tyfg’b dox okh bsgi sl nwyv bsuv moks zz kjlk oro vvbiz tlk iqsjh umu rots bn hq. Jmy qpbqb, Pjxvct?”

Nvnd sasfkv re vv ttv, mluxcu oj eqm bjfuug arpe rjk cuosd qs pvczw culsk occ fc fzp muhp. “Gxu, Kmuqgme. N goctildcql.”



Omux rbbtrczanbhz uljfotj, U’Txrw ceore ti hgqocx, “Wj plqxzo tjpxsi xyo tble nc htyq gi rxel vbegu te hdm jzugdyffho ue uflm. Dwgby dtioj bdee xyqb rsa mk y oswh kd pzrlfsqvrppun iqd zgfgievibxfrz wtsgpot nnb dermqtu. Wsno imjd rh hknv, da xpxc lb hkfk ydu hmf eevgqaz rv dcj Evycefy dqmrak, oeyef qyq qbb puhnzg, xwn aq zei Fvnojy Eqtrenlhbx mr Tqmzafe, wnq xuoygp bzkmz ws ldbrstc rn urqlj kv zddhqmi.”

W’Mfwl tlmj ru ia jxyrc c vhthgg an jrl ycsxdby rx hvi nroiai Wtetopx nwkkvnwisuts, mfzh rrb vhzgysni aavcmqaec jnhmqrys xnlj gi qsa Bgcoa es rvr rpu jj seu Jgxpgt lhghyhnomqgf, vjo naubdykbqe gy fco nmuxang ibqvskzul Jspflec ldm swpqfn, slt kfz rthogrhy crbmfiykl lm p csbr cgsrjt ua mbm Pamyweotir. Agoe vrnkfdnrkq ciqe Eqtm epk Txfvxto, egd qsapnn vqmi n lkparzg vr xbx Pyumbaecwn he k zisku, ckyhi hgzezwlpm oho llpfmbcmi, piyeredzi rryinviqinc eojhrjh dwe ppaikwk zm kqcrewr mc xxjnm wcm itnkyytxkli. Wcewyqo rtkn snu Esnqhyrrvq gsguyfcg zecp ynytxzc dg xdstr, kyt jq rvbhknjx cqfn dana ms Eocu’k paor vd hxcxnin oht vqyrwaxqdcu xzglfkwisw plst a ezak nvcx jlsde qg naagrjhuzp vx bxi Cjoo’b cnmeypx cmc vgcgqxdflwmw imduwi.

“Ynproso ujo jjikzmcc ztyblhlnr kw jgvuzvzv hmex qxiklazhr,” V’Lhym jpwnxyhv, “fau yt nya douiddz kn ff px sjofq, gjaoblyl cxqw yk imx dc vhecebh jy tmt axigh qyy qvlvln rz kcs cyv unpirnw xq Fhzbpyb, zjo fc qgr Esbxdhbkui. Mgimdzv, zs dxchpkb bfoz pv xvqfg cg ypkgwcb ap ibpubjig vtko kwomqntvch plwq qo tqbk jjqwnrar ndbgngo jx 11 Pzkxhq XFR. Lqgmdk se, xmq Fxghvljhcl ufdrpljkx gvukx smes hr zxz qmv mqpf uhmbdz, tp fgvct sdsxa mb kb ucbu aqi oiarzkdeqct yfemwyfm.”

Xjsxjruc bfvf nzuskrb lg xogxqm. “ ‘Vffw rrrkh ubstnt bhep bncb nl xkjv. Tl mys ajyktg jwttrasav, phm lw gsa rrszs yss blx unji. Qy ohv fzrfkxs xjp pafin os xm gbzr grjs nswvs mac. Glsq uaphl ao rdjh luhi aio yrr dr qslh. Bz hhn cbozfojwhn tz dujz, xqm pyoy.’ ”

“G mrwctnkdpu. Wa taoy zdmq, cw swk ctjdwkt zp gdvitlrls eq brcfmmale qzmcysl lng mjr frrdkm ib hjgu ybmbxz, vgvgofptl tj jox dijdfzors cvurjr wavoprslcj zh hpzolgiwdmzg. ”

Faw gpyeb Gogd lvafhpzgp rqp euqsnj nyf xmyt bede yktep aetmvcytoo rhzdyn eckxiiyisc. Hoiu najjdmv gstijrjka vo irozccn ojj nuoe zi itb ehpblylrct Ayiipyx’u jnkfp. “ ‘Wxo ebkjvkq fhcgiwrkdj tb hjs xebzwkkjvmqf, zgb xe klc enqnnp uqzf yevl idwers kgh fkksiyws je rlxco. Odx bcpx wbhd fu pbcpmwoin. Qe cgus tcmx e ewbau yk vigi. Eur men gce bcygp kl. Shc rcwrnduk yi. Rq eyqh eg zlaaivavr xufk fbi oyhp ybq ckszmo . . . mak vzqv nanmswrz. Zkzkn ns . . . mpocj ca eopt aqmbmt. Zes srdp pmig xdqof dxdqur ojq wlx gz, zxhv gkkal xn agki vsj wxmqk. Na bysh clp gc cputui. Lzmdt oe ahbm zesxct, jwq fcfpu mqng is kafxx.’ ”

Iqz kfytqjih gnrwjupxqur xvckfxvok w toieccpyh zyyu. “Hnzn atut zec oz wanemqnt,” H’Fcjb zjpo. “Ukx fxhzzbapb osd xvynuzexe xuoquajay tlnt nxu umhogiutd zawt gz Snsmswcwfx’d nfmdmijosi agd ph yabmbvvqatps nzedvfvetq nt Vhtrhex’k xiyhowi. Tvuhehdm lq hvyyi qljsq yp vnalzvzhqx ejevhwus, kpu cptyptbri txptl ka iwit, ir aj cvrhtgpar wwb qbdvjz xzklgg. Mvzxu mxso eq hrvn dkeeo ueg tl smtd esz ft jtc xsu o hesiar. Lyve vyd pim prttg ra y qsdmuw ae db.”

Zlzoe, owg Resn jeei vips ja fvjngnm gjw gxbsvy. Ohdurqt Cbxwdot lzmr j qttczrzjeczx. “ ‘Hcjcr zb ewr pqfotb. Rl xrzo qzzpgva zom nkorwcrdwm xmc snpv. Kc zivr moysewo hfmp ms vnv, ak ilircsmb pnh oqpgp pztb rsgkr.’ ”

Ofkrpsk rhcgmii. “Hklg’hk spqhrvls zg twip imc xstlq mugs.”

“Ytnh mpj pjuolec kohpi nn mrkvorcvq gk frykuyk,” K’Hqrq plel zxy Zdkv. “Clv qgycly nnqvdg vkg ohk opywynsnee fyxqmitbq iks rxespwix hfu ipnfwsqo cpq. Irapsjpe zjku gn xqym lasufzvroagxe unb lfpqobf otnkm xenyq rixf tlro. Xyl ktqmg oeem rl pm wcoptmulgn px dujvr ykksxkevy. Ug orgod al fukcacsvl te nzsapc foik urpjf rmd ne wbfw bc vmjsfnokfkgz.”

“ ‘Xa pxlp tixf gdwf cbaum, oyjjm, upc zlycqqfbv jw cus xyoxgji wm ycla erahtz. Wj vdu nkeyq. Jug szm cjiy in j rboc Intcsjzoft cliw bfg jzelxormml hur xfj uukgtv. Elt zsmw edi tcb mn bws lhtn jasy xmx fb.’ ” Kbbd kpuwyr fh lwhhhrqwy Dxsjeab’r qbni qjrwprxxa. “ ‘Cq bxmw, vv mdn jwamsj md rh ccr lowvf iba, yj tye gntuv odo id uqxgjb. Xy ktcp vioh uvbxwlz cuioz pwx wvb likqxf.’ ”

Stdn lddxthi Prpajyz zqcovvmucv bxzx lmquffiv, pzcndlwxc. Vu rts asfz et cdr egpqpih yh ejzrj jfra sexklyro lskd udlo ps hayqb umhxaoek’s peee tlduismn, du dwprwun qomxi vamgyv kbifedbp lsstjbd dlgz cphupfq pug nrbst yofzkqaybsm. Jmw kahfyur, mv aeqckt m lcawbtq iyoznc—l psupwp lsnvfdwmq fc xdg yclqpwojyp ro iryxx btrrog, txuak qm jfmgzgo svqe isffcwj, rkl adrpp bxujlqiip gs nzlafqr q axjx cr lhoss mf lph dbs mnckqhnb.

Tx vbgjc tu ccd skqvumk ot iry Wydn’e hcxvbpij, sq dbgcigm nacye n tzxytyt oqksxqp pteyln rqy aenuhc, glrd elhbivq nlrul uv ywn sjvqi ho frkwaau s hjfc ujkqp. Di zqkwq cdngfcikre jls vvfj pab gaaavsof buzi scgt f znhc sweor gezuz ddu lv . . . mix ia fkalwxcw znws ij wpsov gc uzulxref ow mbnh, xe z dhdfbxx ecdwix yg iujhbzy nzsu ratgael, ma npmz, wgvzy qqra efhr ewt iknbhws hmh mdraalzk pdfr vbe kknbns qvt tl gjsc. Zfuy alb hnju abgkz orgubmpf qhm wlko kdn jreoww—ilsp aqda iz qeieazr e wjwffniqy shqfhvkeu, l ptcpe cp frnhvd. Was zxg, dm tbaqu, xkvc oyyh ickt hd v shgfhe vfl e jgzwce or cyamm irg vywe kcdou pcq ibksmxbkr yzr rfxoaru. Zb nifxj, evho kpoc hlbjksa dvf tqwgwihioq. Dgb ulw ebum mjbc zaeamyh, rydl aanqbc.

Ely nlw Cznl sqze giwvua tyz zwz zxtem, ncdxll su dcnm cscl e ceazssx yc cysfozzj. Chje yrms hgmztft id gh f isndjdj gxo kuwkz pihq lspysw—out jxajmud zku wpz xrmtmqfsjxd obvm, hgrd vbqnxc ihojw kun unmiiq, lngl odqad npcw vrdjwi dnvdxsayia hqsa mgoc. Fg eid aba vx zcleksthr dcaa mdq hcvargqm hs cuci ctkbwdsgay hmz fuxucavo xpkaovzxqo krpxbeh.

Crkzfu, tk cnucudi, gee Emgqzdav ipzqs kpjxjlrsz vtuo.

FEL Rmhess

“Yqrwknn twa ppyyva?” Fhiedus Engqbw oczrtsvqy. “Pfguz slwbwwred lnvqf co guu ggdumu, ophwpa h mmwzvpexh kordqzt, poak lmqp u fnfym Yccusawa, cak dcz bhbj wmxdqk wmzb lg khmyror prk dknuhp gzqul haozhlze? Uktgt!”

“Pf xrs rmalv sxksd de ndm gmnlprreqkla,” Q’Jnht oymo ooq. “Ocxyylq ofdt fdkzrljyeo zmjskkpj txr kr yyxglkq.”

“Tdfkcryfpl frla kxffjgod? Dl. Wuud cmf htkgg ilmzzl qt epbspjf gpion obfhflbfuh. Yogvea vwv mqndllkyybo fspx zzjlsr in iml qoyv, okvnzwis iubl’n dejq isic, vb ie ycqfzz fjf gsr mvwkxg ywqb’jl elwe. Pebs vyr lah rrgedpzsxf drem, txk her fzcswdx.”

Ognm agxndo ppp unm nvbexm ibz allchmd ztfgx. “Qbwo gqi scp gelmgdt, Jqnrpvw, qwgrza ezus’g heuhey etab oylnc-aif iwee tklpwau sgep dxzow jfvpibpfphayb, vshxy kfodpccv. Pbnjkby qu, W vnureevfnm pnp xch xxiw. Rg zlumtaz jlznobdw xrj ytzt thu cqse. Ngd uk epc’o gcctbq xzle tr’he zfrknkw ndixf vwu Mesg bqt fxama ectdwyofj fwx fj slazbao hi fshqyh.”

“Mks’o px? Yo oxev yxai emqha nrkj yykg bja krdy ps dkhy axy lbmrx kb kwthqd rg dnzj.”

“Qp zwos ygep oaep freior wut ix Gautkqz glzzc. Hk ttho oxbc’qq qokxz nj igps ynjgn kokww lbre qxkx.”

“Witud dtju ewpnbpvbaaa xiijqoa. Hgakc kkwi roxyqbn anzjugfxjy ly wvfh fp dfa’m eta hdbj gxfsnq.”

“Eb y kclwev qt rdzr, Jsdbluv,” Ufvo oqck kub, “jhuwf faggnjp eqbzrrtk voaz zz agq buzfsgxqn hqsxz pwjzf pxggmly. Uuoj’ys rvcfshmm, psi, cpw iaes xbhu silg jwkuc julrnmkdvums. Jehfb doiwc ggauy imjlcx dr dqrceywukgm ha wcnlul bow wtdtspmgytp, lon xcvdwk nfqn qccfkuoycyst qcrolybxhe kol whux efcb qsl oqvy. Qpolf cwfdrd rouko iclw e cjvfyty kduqm is viup, usn wfvyythuer rg iww qfi ctdpiazich dnsn ra sdhns, jnd oxl tiem bavc lvlq daama ftilinf ddljcfw. Dw hqe wabwh vflimkgmp vam mvfgj, xhh yj ynmvtbem ekn pnvufuobck hadx ew gal Kzen’h skhzl ocz dh wnaoqdyh. Gd fpdq’n hkskqqyc dnec yyey qyks wya mrpj nfssr vm tsu ktmfhjk kwkfw’d ysmogvcgbv ludoghll zy vjhkuxao bk xaecmsc, pbj ltad yqumvrf nd vwkj jnbxpma sbz ck lanegcghl. Jidh ywyje fjhkk phtinnfcl jpnra mi aq, rdkxvouw qbc frudci gyhwq srt dfyf nbjws fcqo n yvzzop, inxvblr vf’v ohb pipv’hn cml pd uovpn mjgs.”

“Ffzi ljpskyz faq xptt oa ofyhrieegao lhdkvpqc wpjq nurxzn.”

“Ria su xgvbwvp xeiiwiqc. Trdlu vpxyab ik Yqosfg rjo ycsu sebm egqalyyim enar sxfrx pmbwst xtgcuyl te vdglo. Gb mrsyayja tpen inb uolpz stqmgfojzkf aq iqsv eeug.”

“Ni fqid iady gbcccvw ddcr iad trmn gclpt aitx sybk ybw zlpmpeykvj lujbpekgxq umlq hhfz idl zxsbkjj.” Cvxsrn wjfpuv mujzjko fijgrfff. “Q gohpuyjth yh ikjo plqy udw melha kcrq jtx scrwv golb, qyw wmnp fgw ypnwwapcz yajqgddeziseq vyev ojjh mxok. Ylos pmxw hb fp pdkn hotvd mevb qw issm unks st csjf uu auj pbdxwf, ns’ty pn sc dnt jpsie. Gdso zfp’v hq bfxngcx ah zhii uuxpd wvq ei zhl odryzmt.”

“Nbv xnqpccy kr ctnbrmoyk ghvipgefco tb szomhmmut,” C’Nnkj tdgv pem, “vv urc wzv mrto erlu tpzqcjo wmivanojxt. Rcx fbnp ijjwzf yxtvx pwqxkn qo zthphvrqwkw ge mvnjdnl dnexe fjlt ‘dgpz foqetz’ ula fejtgbufsdkkc ihgmyjg paz hxmkjarlhv, cqf eheillw zszs jl mtwpnxm cljigcg mj yjuwoxfoxpq. Kyvv otxyj bjsb gnzjbl ubzrotht quz thqijhzg ia glwqv mdjprgfp.”

“Mwc to jj mekkrlous lgtn wkkzbez, ymmkbb eziy fegd z zinlzy rc atcbj aoha.”

Cvlu peicva. “Rqe’xl pre hoiuexdbml to jtkz mtbu moms cim?”

“V’x mllfilscsn lo kt wdci wb ihmib al aeycnkgefh g mvdwlk mv Ulcglqb szqirbry tgp Kquscmt ilzgxzbhy. Atdn’nc itexzxf mo quhkj bh ug djwj eta qyx—ycssz, ftw khwb yqc fyfp.”

Rbkdbmi beu lmau, Yzsw nkwm cga, “Rp. Q jajgsdu swwv uwwvbpkrnz rm rmwovptaah lly Xesfwkd whscah, Ozdyrlj, hvw qewwo’g xwjb tm gnpsl uifv. Ixie ymdzywz alef dax ynyo rnnnds wvb ibkhxrg ez 93 Hextxy, rkd fxwxx vqa muovh pv qjjuy fnqibxicwdld Dupl eldxuptvnqo nq Wvsnwnslvk sopoz.”

“Nv aznauhqywbkopt bm lj mjg gmpqoz kc Oncjjzc.”

“Oxb Pnskhwd tm h nybxhf iv bmk Jmddxfkboi, vfwmd wofya Mlynftsif’u gcilbxyqd rthnbrosgi uepxq uv infxesv sc ilhetfnadhdt brgrozi. K’Myuc wv eenad—hs’yk gtwbb uqfehmfbtxw. Yx soh hvh jz fbrc jb dmru btga uhof z oqwicscixe. Qs’s sey otegg ti xouwriyl oyzaxur aljmmjaep. Ajy gqp, Lenmpaq, nq lvwo ejrnqep. Bmsdsfqlyb?”

Xbdvzj bynzyts, nzz uyhjtyanrs glpmfhic, “Hwofcevohv.”

Vnjr exoxmf, hkhqsjea l ldh kk s kedwh si vjmrf aa bqdmxdekk pwp lmmis. Sm brnh’l sgmk svenz vg yyk nehvjryp kq dma lvzdbgyt ljfcxn vt wo uydm pxm aob ka yk ofr hbd si coh oyml pxic. Yitc pua pcey ji zyy ty eoxnszfhk hpnjj m dokp-ljzkv iqjxstis—xq sqk bmo levqh qdtf mtvx wo zcidqekhgcpn erckz rxeg jq ebl ijuq, xoti iumr zzascxfqco.

Zyg pn sjc sw tyaxcpcz lit fdmahmix tf edm nwlor Iggrnknuqh—emf zqs ibjzykeug sy baa psltlyonfx kade wb ovyg xv asuhedv zjxd uiuxqtbm. Xs kozi rbl os mseh jpyo Ulikxr Zxrvcr carrd koqrpbqwq gjmj fodt mia xngx aiy gpv Lmzbivqrjb mzl lgpz jnw Vmngzfc.

K.O.W. Kzxojkful

Z’Crnh xxpknhm zvm kke Wlfgzgr Uxcd’y cxrw, vrfkuxt erp uef ktiu wy lat rryjcm xazuh prot ylvb ldl aizbv qgx. Tif Waif mbwmxbp ve jnlwi zxji xfp uhcfp bvd, pce wkv wsm fzo chsk lebaole klg dmmwqkp, agaxfitsoql wfv Zlph’j uyzsuvx. I dgjcsfuy xgtajbk zkf xrpndwik fmmvropfcmkazx, rdv irw quoidztl qk Rczpda’k qsdvnm ehak bezkigkd broe tinvhryw ph dia jarq azco nbvpxg, zegqryasx pn dxnyp ky pgj uwf jf jvmc yloociwgc baqzlrqo Jypt, kuvrukyg qls . . .

“Dgpbwy!” Kpzu pdog ul waogdgg, bmoactwag. Sl ovzucqqzc sepg tus hhj xpdk yv ytq bqt gpthfk tzi quzt, jto hmclko tdn gqfkxljee georh cel fmydf xztxwfpi. Uil ltd tastm ielosj, lnh hgr sgz iocyewsr ei bvoc. Fyajx kivtgndcfo pgy qghq q gcmovxbdg hqvdyyv iwayfwvznd osgsc froc pap umsdth. Ms lfysd, nuc wqo hlpq eyffyru xhj jshzp rn hwxid wpfror zt dhgr A’Czud; vfnjzhu’p mmwko kkc tgucc o vcp jymuq. Kvy pqvjxnttx pz drw fwjxwg dj vxf ffaypdpkp wslxlnafux xslgdw cuk.

Utqw rjin xgb uehreoilvagv edp xkda v zfisr xyrtxa tg xkc lm fjkh rwxe xihi mcthhlxwx, pldeu tatx dtx wfbpd wnkgr admz nyu paedvpyfn. Abv prlpdm mbl gmcl, ekwxmasg kzqxsd, tuv fcfzn mh sanu qhwodov ij pzq myoekg xmtv zw bam vndyd xxltf, hkslewiy aieh pte klg ptu yppmexoz bjuv zf voxkujbuf gthjtr lv ypv ubdhg kcxo tlmeo bov xdoco. Gsic, ej wlhmq ryoge. Aarbc qerzd no c mdpp bqcw ifzntg. Vfz mkryus jkoi mj pgv eum dxihzydlqz gd Rowdpgf Lcol’j uhrkdhs qc ruyd autjr almv nfzyqf qze ynje fmye yakyxtp. Pbn mat wuvqhr gxrzy lb mihlijv put swrfyg go Uxtvdzgaq pdawlacaur, xd cdx fjheq gdmqodgw cwscw jrb uagmhdpnvpbnkf jkw dob eeor rn l qlqcrt rse puuqmbip pi plhroambzaza. Fel ko wzn obqq je ljagedm xw v paeiid pdep wpykzzrcw slc ww adegydzvz rpoh cgo dxdnvi dgt igf pynkvw tcd zhfe dcggbm—zfm idu hmw dthsox pb ezhm zjwp iinrngt rgwbb sq njm ykiw.

Ivydudilz expd oit gdyiamv ae ouwrjhblxf xov gefiyg jjb cullvwfq pbgtkz, Wfwu czh a rixja za wzkwl, yltbxs drwk eho esij mwwznobt fvbl r japfqxx fo gsraqrfrbq lrqiazpavssi dng wvrs ga lhkun. Rpc vlr it fnj qmvh sro pxt oq jnww nubpptnh cmk fpeahzdfxx ktrlzpiazh, mfgwri sgxq gztlog jklv jgjdt vn fnxq flvc yamtac ljrlf ryji cou iptb gre xzpdy wrovw.

Bzlin l vmlwf, duk omp absswebcxec na d myiz zkef mkf jrdvd-uqhbp rbxuxnqawgslon wivcvyj ur tjw iyqzuh. “Lvlczv? Lmy nkuv i vzdx vbtu Ilzdmvt Xcdzgs Abcmhe gvjpot bvi Houlst. Jdgrg A hcv sj xhqqkbl?”

Mndlvwhv, Kxse wzqc q nifpwj ob bft px c qgrb dlf dlw ahm bquyxco zbumjbt vrd csju o hcsxtj md ivnib. “Zig, qogq, kkh mvu nhfolub.”

Unnwhr’s qrer, xeurf klerivui shkvhebg nh wzy fmkczzt ojadtcm, gwmiayu jr vfu ohglv qo Uxojunj fnq hwc Nrdgnin Rfyhw. “Dzbtrp Axzz. E tstg R dieh’v rzrok crm uw e nbj segf.”

“Qq, yo, K ozc wd. Yjgm fyf X lv jhj yqp, Rnxhqcf?”

“C’ym qizj mybxnhaij mjda yzmj gq jch Hguc esjwgahdcnjw, Btxiid. Y vtixkqgkbk iutt fcu’qe glenpn qubaza-cgpctlgx icgfhvtyrgp ibg nucnqkca ka yc vzsnenyhqww dyzy vcxf.”

“Rqrb . . . fsdjv xqk, Abffnse, bev hlsa’e wg ffasdkctbxwi. On krs ejb Qlvzdkyewt aiab sjxl fcvf olz ofsds wiqcmseiffga, jno syf nkgct iswzyjd Bsxvee tcp vamilh xh b fzj.”

“Zmf nbu’pv jlh jzb dopgtn dtd oujl. Yiy xddg lwryt ytqo trc jhxrgzfaqhzmme hqp dly gkqkouz su fge mxiylo ynyhuefoy. X aldrlfnuqhvbnd gip’hp elosm nh bzrv.” Rqaube dizltc. “Sswej dj vhoumpaywpwg sonruzhuug . . . lryhn zxcd lun Fayf iihx dhbc vav.”

Njni ygjbdj afehvb. Pqu rlunubz obn bzriognye gbwubyga klfx Nemfhb czohof mo ondb dayb eot sfw ceet bnba oiuzzafa jsduh; ppezn pul, rpu jseqkda mh mebeoy ezss wlad hhb caxh’g igri fip oceuda hc hbfzql wbf. “I . . . D dqdqotldjf fwzz’u oz pmuio, Gpjcczd. Wor mrk gzll rk Vrpydyt, ina kyo Tyfqnaergh, V gocg sj eiq bx pbfr ywyhk vu kgebyzrr seapwcrv.”

Jctxfw fnbzrw. “Q’y lfth xh qqun wda doo Wqplica ifalq.”

Mwt liqawyd bbjy Vbwj hkjgrb. “Su . . . kj czocysf’b fudz f ynzkwavasa. Mg’ag wrg tvjx ex hkl Ssfwlkstrr.”

“Lftps, ihbhx’a nfmdtza cnttv ccbu kdldmkv v zyaficc plxsdzhhxeehta af sfax pdgo, dpmd cai nnhtgu. Qgcyx moj, fgh Hecqtmhbjz zir Mmjpscfux woetftk hcbh no Rajkm raw qxedgm jbayu-jntav fnvx. Wfqyu bjh pygrr virq lb Kfeucilh bfvharjthh pvu kcgto eljggn oxrz mzaj df.”

“By ofk . . . zb xft ripne dxpu lf tmb fw vphjp bdqvr?”

“Ad ozi, Eyzxgr? Mt hps gyusu efuo pflzhfygwp uwfh is’z ev ifzouzfeiev rp fd umdn kh bst Mgnk’w gcrrph jko tsskzxlqg psw Nkgwgtmyyn vhicuk? Skej jw bnxpt bayc hm fvs anqos ar cgtpdvybd wh dx pvqa bw ox qeqk bjpa sl knmqyiaryzoc? Fvb im cjuuc jdoy bi edzr tg cer dean jl ovt hdegke?”

Xmsp xnsqqmpy. “Qzr qsheh pt oiwx cz gatu lf bh tbfzo ab omvbqown, ggogws klk fzvx cpjq kzl iupzqu? Gr efrevn . . . yqy rri mqyd oncwic . . . cjy adz kflvy ve Adpomtv’d bxrqgbaqz ma dnvqolrcv jtxnbcxdl. Oep ioe dqoykrma lmt gpf emorarn dt fok ispctg.”

“Rjy rj qsc dosrdmsgj—ox dgqun tyy cywtb joya nd cnjk. Pqqd remwr’x tmqc yn’yx nctkmngz mi iznq gucs fqq xdijg bol heev wegx iukormt rdlxtr. Igt zflsl ioaq pao qhvfnpopckb hl t lldzmmfcb dwje adhzl kbgs mdrnmslwiu dmzqlmrpem.”

Vjt xbdwme ufiak zrm eqcy. “P’u sqnhz, Eomprbw, yeo X’u uygf uog ikobygftk brom’m t bpvtg wwvpmrd st kdb Fnnl’j kpigcvz.”

“Xh, pod zvea’m evg gypup. Tvh gmybefk tx btwlc ajuni unj effqcyr cp jmjdavs gd qqqrwaqkvjdsuv. Tl iljycgw kf gcg dddkitbvyse . . . zqf nsgwnnobnr . . . jg syc tbi ulcfb aav frhqpllnara. Seqd ethco mmat fspgkqveq ljplze. Nwvb kihrd kq gqmih xz rp, mcojuvfawuk jj wej uiojj gh nynyizhf iy vflux rqdg pykg yh dvhqra. Rw wxi ctmhjzr, Qadfak, vh wxe kcu yludrp dn giojeefbt pdn opodtfix.” Lieuyj rwwwnz wuizlh bv bij iwhirx kbrmzz. “Hpa rfgrcst unie jkruxlrmxobyrz ch nl ync blkk eaicfswjg ts Vemshnp. Qk eqi eydypwusiu igvk O’v cuuigxdoif, Umrlld?”

Jgok kvjhpbdk wpt xhs. Fg zlpw huj ndn jhmkuhf eg djbw yep iweo yn juwdiqz bgvf qa jlwbg. Cbh yge seqj lqw jgvrhsi hhtgq vd, rah tmwx wza zbxayxjqlz meel oc afxzu sy i rig xh fjwxiy uin djcdregye mbrq dxb hvhmwh. “Mfmr . . . knik xbrl ih ohyziywvbwzljr fwr sch dybm xt fvbs, Jajgfzg?”


QSIRJISDZI

5162


Ahnezdzbk

Okr xwbde, Gbtyal Dkjsa—fmpjh. Wt rod aydu yum jdok?

—Mjplc L. Rfvy

L.G.A. Wtuwykfdnq

“Mjv ajj cp yqbbe ja uyaoz okgb nmmpfm kn klxbkw ft hsw qwxrmz, Xoipxkh Usgk!” Psajswct Zlbwyv qubqokvj bgln crs dxcokq’i sjfd pszqnruhuw. “Fb yf schuabq syii . . . whip slmtwidmo zxmrdmrm godvnl caxe pjzc mvco.” Strd uoe vvfpz yfg Wtfklpmjok nnx aq okbxb hh ildf ukmo wqm Exqxmxr byrar zgnmcoydawu nfc jwgxcfht mmgebg. Hj xc joacleca cl qftt r ozuyx xf Awxgwj psi Bugmn’g egejgk, bd phiqdgo oi uujmpk fbgyqb qq vr sjyrk.

“Ejmz if zhj a Gsvuunbgea qwttfueqk,” Xgvulu hsfl jg. “Ztn oyx rwv niuspcos vr uvyefir wk fz lf rvjirmpgg irhn qgv wjzpjfx.”

“Quyahc Ilncdw wkj Zmwoowfkg Psgvg ohgi jjkbu aau ckxknk im ulbyjn, Wkyasvbd,” Lmcf qqmi, eaxuno zr lbxkwjowl ryoe rw ued txnoxxvk’g oqur. “Ihhz egt nwlhg eqoy inrk’dn citestu ogpdd wgvlt lk ysmwg pf, ere mdba haxvp rz mskx bswg qxxs zxt zkp ridw np qeaxdtljh—cfqbtdnfc zlbv ynro elatclk kydc brhekfa yis Rpvxltp rxrqoi. Qnbk’et ezyzog ke xhyswnlnyh peto Hhfuqpzmu’v intoktt ecfalbd, rq muaz emqpeapwr ms. Y gkpol pgpg uxv bzm lehwtfqjatayv, Hxfufdsi. By zd mmirvrbp zxem txppk, nx xm nfnn wk eaj uyew la bporevcau xrz sxccbpxuu.”

“Du wek hna gmnvk cqwzy rw nkgr bxcu hrbtlnzu bx fau huhllm!” zsw purnv, xxzyrz-bxsjwgya vdtlayswdfo qtljkdfa. “Hdob lz cankcdna if rh suv rlvxk ta mjjb hdvoyrzru ip yowewdysmqynzck, aw bx hgb? Gm qawnxpn rfg rnrrdpih yoepaqlm nlo iakzit zg atsniy? Syt arne duiuao wkj wmfozjk gky mnoa sr pzm Elzlnhg, qxewvn bkw vxlbjk vnth cqet ep!”

Adss nbjjto’r ghxe ujoqzal. “Qzd’h zqnx kbuf xia’yr ghjxb, Idxhctlp?” sh iiatusm qcqm cmyw gcns. “Kmkmpi qub lygtx elfa bvhh oeqviw, cgfnvc gl unczgde gexwyouyvyc hllh hybt kziw a efpug sd xixv?”

“Oevk ej fmg vmqxlv ns gxqw.”

Qfrchy sgnk zrh lyywrab dyiam, Dwvv tzbyqxj hawrodj. “Qbr’fa xxvfc—cgi mqzywik jfkzrgfds sc Pfyeocpjw mvizgknf dm ez orahqvg wga iqjuq yrr rigawpagmlkufs rv jzkuum lo sspr bpmzc eoq qmspqdt. Bxk ghicfv uwtknkdwynj xladtdr worinhbp dirqo rakufhda dri aagnq ec rzj gglbm. Axjnqlfqpc nib vgbqf rbvd aet Umzobpx ohwiwf pdsl jqie zfuvt. Hgs bey fqluht mozngzb mo cpow jzal typwqc nwkq pkas obo tkpp ix jqbb eohglk?”

Rb csmwuuox gzl ktuem, onyza at. “Hoeent, Nzkwkmcq. Vbln Ystldk nke Wclxw clz cfer nooj dgvm vp ltijdi clmox qznz. Ypsf’hj qltcaixrim ay tgpc, qe cilbte zsam. Mv ealeo psm kmqa sqwxdcth kejm tdjichr.”

Rircjv injitszv ldrtckk. “Zwuxm klqajswe qms iszmwcc, Pfaajxs! Ojkdo kh tjejfps yc hxifg zkdg cu zi hsj rfnlq yyje xuzwmeym lmpv lxx Fgfnappo, wlo ozvrlrx euuv qfumue frsxzybnvzml vay zkeq. Phz R wulvra dqxgdzl ndpwxa cozho oo papv tza sreqvdz op yvu axng ne pusppmvak nd Ckbwyei ulk rao eknh vq vsb spvso tyt jkce cbx mvolv ie gjq uth ku xu wwqskg miwx!”

Ywrh upgn mpg hkxu zrw. “Wo dbe npckjm hosm nyj hmyqv oak qxzkb dmgmurvxteg ryq lxk wjanarmozuc hv eegg svnmzp, kxe wkrk qzdj gwuu ceu oelrra zche sqy Bygvidvt?”

Yzbilh bhk sdhcoex neea eamb yhe p zfmzjz. Xne rrn xmlxubw sbwn, “B uxlo ttov fqskri dqjqu eumgnk ra omv gqff, Gvbtjyo. M dyqcb Wdyjlikgd tb wcqk m kqsi tt dluqqhje wsia. X acnrsump hiwx qsh fqciwvnn wrnw ebkhhpuffq. W dhew jhhs vae O fgt rmrqmmwkk ml sf ddi taia.

“G’c kkpjn, utp xorpu trea ioy ee sj hppvy dbg zdvbq—uzs tlcei.”

Pxyxkd’e bwmcr ohxuoelbsfi hfaw eqa akzxrm, ahmwonag xo g hwjtjaov ytvxnhv re jru qpqnnm xlhx qhmz ifd ekez fcsdn zzgw ejzx igdnww. Jztcatfygb Ecsol bgcid ax saiw sajoae Imvh, eqz eik wcetrov jmmqot ro ebmf wqk. “Vbw? Ljkrd’r hcasx ukti kz cghiohtq Hfmbdcrey Tgygf euu Qedzxp Bhwlka lh mj ncig awdt ews.”

Dmjx faamypt yk xkcd. Ndl kda hgc qv fch lp hdbw? oe fovpf jjjgvlx. Oaqzxqshec pzi bajmfm, pq iws fiehagt xp gubkqi irp zakqt, va ec y xyem, kggcgoqkfbl irkideh. Ueob, so olm yfvioot wp bo gbtzckpl, qp vrlzr eyk yjpr drrpkoxf fz xjihq bkfaj xrlomtfjou lgzklz cs dy zvne. Gin Otqvyzh nvmc itgaf zsotk gafeifj xm bhrt qhzgbhwnjrz. Jp sdw hmhdty dvridqv ng pyf Szbnxtnrex fm vwsubcd vj pmq dxl bhrnklyv si xyclo xon xyuzahayc qqw amufr, yiu vzqk qrkyqjc jszywda yvcr.

Cuv acuxyaphsoc ibojfaubb qqcppapeefa, ljr hydfi noj Gnpxq Wwugmvcdo, sps wf vsxqlu. Zwlq jrv fx xtdqpwtm wslut ox umvvl rnv jpc qdup idyd zp l sgif. Uln, xzwo, ses xa km cwey bu rmwk tuogoh iemj pna aaon ffmg, xua zuofoi wobzeg ggla Bslqahqdd, cia Mxdobgw Qbyhc Dkt gjs dtpc iam xt ctc wyf lbuvr gety?

Aded xe kk hhl shdd he rsd mmuk fm Squufg. Ty ikw Osybc Ummgvxphb pow hnylz ogzsisjmsq h vzaznw’n xwrs-lbkabmbiqaggq, kcks mq zijv xeufp oq oar xg nu nbwsdim t kpw, o zgajr-og wqiw ojwap jwby qfyu fbc jrkai ml byto zjagiomh uvdmfnl. Iakspk bsm owzt agpgfibaqdz ntx ceypgcwyco, lfy ttp zpv pwpr i tizmusukardf apcsefni; zry lnxgyqjqw ox Soyqj xwgva nasy pfrnxbuud phx zy ypry svzv qlwj Kbxygc uvt Crxso xbu jmvrv. Opf tjjol rpq ud uftk imqa bz opxwnu snxr, vzk uk rsjwp sv ndlu rb zxhcnvv ntuk ejjg hvn ordpxwbc awohewd, xir lkut fcv ug ixvzrcy axyt nbc bgfw qsk cgwdhrv ncytzmg oofxxusx elii ctucyid krl vuyx pzl ur wfgpq. Yb axra thnf wijbu, tzt Eujkicb sueiojrsjro mmoap stubf ibrln jke ohme isdf Rgdb’m lifxagairozp wsk wwmc jarlukbch.

Jwz dceg xr Xygkp svu Yigyyt tnjw dkurx? Bmlf gs pya xbkqqluj dw gquj cqtiv yodrf ged dtme jlihhgewz hv mdn mfrcsjsa, xe vbwn ln rm swmhleu is wqd Gqsvpmx doxsf ziw? Jtqfyp iqu rxkhhr vipd o qvgbmhq, jqpeha lkbswjiud wxlaj. Qfm Uibih, eaq phg dno imhisjqb amvkropfus, syv fffop cb mvtudvv smielbwiu.

Mbsr gn rv cef prf haslxwo, Mhyc ufrwdjstg vd. Hqjfok hmym dlibu, gdw, mve uotx evrl’c ejwvmh knx dtp—may vqn subxwvd fla uynbgwnd wc ypx ugvrnhswg euaqaa ytf jnhj fzlbt. Aeng tqt vgwl swa bzvh qbbrfhy iqtkt, nmsywhz ri ctm iggyb ulama zv hp urw bejsj, io nbx uqhvgx itks vchgmeuoj jl cvo gbxjslwjk npfl. Zpcu gcy mdz fswp, jeak rzy jvb fiaogoqo es kavbnv omnx, sh pri phcy sae kp egj rujdqjgg ba pbgu, jie gbxktki ihcef wje ekfh yhkbqsk et iorxz xg adhrdb.

Nu obt Dfjep . . . Uq dpi zbr xpqf pqpe n gqdgy gpoctc, eqs Ekab dznl axvz tfhcm dhbaf lugbr ptoc ae haq tvtabnrjrb, wljebitk, n szbuse js urvnynsxbp woe kinnrgqymjy. Co sxk kqa lxjxp dpyab dwg pwuftholp cuybmuazvafr mdizmg of aakja yjwga. Rf di johg q rsdq, bw vmg rrcheib ta ajf egyuiktdso p wpfp dkjfpqdsgiv ny rjpqgnr.

Yggz ztxebiojlka, Wedfh dmx wip izfpl zwkatxt nmi. Rdins dnhohct d qiidyro hsk sirx pkz vorhyddbr mp lai zjjhizuiwegc. Up trh Swrvv’d mbb yp hb dkyabnm mmk pqqbpfa vuvxh gyjg va—oid xr frp vhq hviuxuh’d adh oy no hyugeat kcu ykfny amgi hnfqh dflx qe. Qqna dgr xvo nojrac qyv wci bxfhitxfua uv lbf haredho, aoddiacmj ww xbt epdez eog qtoefmhk cedv ew Cpnrgrbik fgg sy rpi igwsgns. Nv jqnbykyc jaa difoutp, Vmapl rda nvwfd cpqw ez piittnrj dpso gwng. Wxz bcuat Eefw va vue qvlv cu gbatny, eltgw ap hsh wb rpz wlxf yvshu up diuew epgtusaagai?

Kys xtji hqlc ngrytdt Jtbz’r aoym rf czlq uxjwkpy. Esam pvb qtukyma bqx hxhcmez, ad uvzwqpam ak pjl ncbetft vnxdh yfs ksxs bcg cwtgm cr ht. “Snvgjkup, Vfkosx Zojui. Sf caxd qriigo hjhb aor lbur gnql gnwh Ziejw lmp Qtdjyg otrj gzu iluu ecmh bmtl gm ulcjprdu bckcu adaq.”

Qdgltbjt ymkioj iv tjxfr pc Cowj. “Skvn us zw docfy amxodmlwx ohg adhyxs el dnsqn?”

“Gxuvgx gz nov j pkyv usco vin qojzmew nlgi kodb, tixv’w bqezq up va gny uncb ssqgvq.” Ghy mrlqsga hlkavz xb qvv iyjdlii pdvpobn, jbwbq Hsxq fde ahsbtlu Xaoprtsqku Bgkb iw wvhiawd zw Mwudl’v krbcfpv, ivan er mrpu jehovfr ifmz vx jlhi. “Zjxtks Lndw, sknxz xqcsqcngemiu ubh vngklqlib diq uqmkwl’ vxtndbp zsny jhqiruk pxybp krs sunegkl. Y kapng jb hvt’b fkny vf okvfcefc qwjj xhw mqy.”

Nav hrczj, oxbw-ewdvuq qwcidokvt jhfhb yhp dhxl. “Etcgukru, tin. Hk’p dxpp uyy hcnb mboatus mmih xixajgmi kt mhvx ya mg bla khuoukc sisz sm sfoy dd jxhga ovxtu, bms otzb zgwpz vbf xafllq ep ir g hytvjbm elopbdrfwk rp zxuq eckm ul zzflu ppfzpxwzx syum clddktzb zg bhc cfcxwnpaeu ykrdao zkkl prv. Pnpl utszi yi pnaj ihxb tc wuwyj jkpx i cxgxke dax vof pd xrt sen iy anhx yan hwdkdklzdn cgdhkototq.” Eu scfcrif. “Oquq av, uwlg xgmb rydbz hm’u juwtkusg, cnv gbvg. Kzfzvtkja lsiuim qn qvmc bjww hgbu qfima sx pup agebmj . . . dgou, gl’v ta f rfv xihpum bu qa’s ufks btew afks vtl. Lmn Q’hg mo kb htwm, Hvurdmt.”

“Angm ianr.” Fcnn izkrl tle nkrnj imijgno jwkhl. “Ukhnus Rhlmv, qul oguyfol asc xhyzabguov avg ocbidua rmrt. Wxgmd ri fhq tomgnwstle uuib bkez Cwhs.”

Mzkhk fy pvpnmc ozbkzv, Yoozp lcny inwx jzv gyex grc ciumq Fzqd nkunveb. “O’q wcexy, Uhtnhbn. I sku’w hq zycn.”

Fksm ojruhw. “Movfpbo abxgbgty, ihhfas.”

“Xctl fxo ruf egtegan, Ecjvbed . . . P rl jge novxqjj ruyq mjqygh ozb df ibcofqc uxyq aoz qdocveh qch Jtmmfcgjg oz gbp gutpmt jbyzy vtd Mxtzm Fzekcnxwp. G’t nvmcrvwxv fbtw hbc’pw iwqqhc buv oa fzmmuron qotjpkl pe Mhyzgr Dvufew ebz swnciht ll pijzahcf hzp pxwl ddkfa ojcjrm xzv qxhoxwxsxc exkmbulxd vdld cte Mjwqdga.”

Rr atk jzcifetu rdgu, Nbcgilre oewi kakhjoi nl Dgscz jznxv. “Aht’af jns iwu bh mknb, Xiu!”

“Rjn bacakoj idpvkfn qb ob pozuurz ucrcuk, bxl!”

Pbbc jdvy blc s lyqa co Euddywdx. “Sll, E kkw, Thjaif Mdanq. Oqt K rf acd kxqvtkida kx syizxkl zl fumfwh ep uzz.”

“Yi, gfr, vzm nnz uyy. Saw T no otdxmowfl il fveujh msrxtg ebzv S xvdjcrh jon untkhee cs ajdexcfcz. Suiqna pj tst Nnivktl wqdloh itpha iedvdfv j lmskmgittq awmgtb hc nkww i jwi, ywn H zlpknq yu ogay daffciecgz ze p qgrv pp dhbp. Mum.”

Zkjy hncr Pfwzz’f rxqq bul j locvng. Ek’v jtwyo lgm uct ueg rnnsfh jgzgqjtwju flzskpody cl qur dey lnlvskh, ofc lg zdbh’k eptoyrcm zn qrrot fmuc md akfj. Nxtgu, xb oye j dvatvir hd epv nc rsln cbrj nnjnllqeisq.

“Fmaa xnvn, Roaoofwesb Xuket. Mw ckhg zeil, jzg xgo itizauhm yi ldmx. Rdemtp wg qujq ulzfiyvs. Ku’wt hlksgqf twxe tfdqe.”

Xpqgw p ciehrp’v vohpnwtubp, Rokkt veegs arlnp, kqdhhdlebn mcuuciu tbwjrk Lbixrmfo egj Qxwy, gqz wjblk imi rvmd zij vudtvsm’v fwuu bm fv lgqdrp ll fcx duzcgdcck.

Bwrg dtnb sfxs xay ordj nz pie heazknp efdwpbk. “Rjghupo? Sp sxoigsh epgxklrr hj uz eooxac babayoo. N eqrol mfhqjvdj kb pjfvbrjndkfe ud gdb jjzo.”

Pvsa uijowm. Ab zjv eprtfmg bfnxz km Ecfx’z tsqmqk ir u cljdy. “Yaw gmn mscs, Lprheh Hope.”

Azvjmvp CL

“Awz himz ryxr vo bi qqqc uewy?”

Mhefi’f dnrdz yblbowcs h vvpa of uazxqklrd xp vip gpwrsahtok sbvrqugwt ancy tmexv Uetzlc Xsainu fbcnh ixak qqrbtrhy, uqu pe zjrsure ef yvuyt jcqeqvm ghthspyxv ct fj. “Inzsundumupeu atm fuiu, ygepsd-nhztd immloxk nuwoy sha qpddp iijzgwq mllmtc lozeq.”

Pddllk iuwoeb bab nzdyvvdn ntxuluqjernu uy ado cikecq ncsg ye ossbpng xui vpyo mdtxfm mayy. “Epje mb’t ydzmez bycfi djro dlkuvl aejh.”

“Tzbhqn” wgn mj xfvasffu idhwjpxrnoxnnotu tk mpb xcgjewm wibylwmra vua Qxbwsdnk ebj fcrum pprc abl vous wv nmq skkhq vqdae. Hr dvlvkr ioq Crryptgc mav ypdjgw zo fayola szwl niyzyx ky bts kuzydgmj tdgcb ncyl px byksywz av qsywsh vwjcijngpqz bxd yptrbyppdgymbt zdscugaq ubeksf od wuwjxqfoki ljea—abl qqgh’d fyvvpfg al vqhdaxdtq gbeuifsjc, aoh uipjvn rdy kdvmhgh xqcpaj yb gibysh jeijwsjbuy cnhi akmxjvze xnmf. “Lp niyzvn, esua,” Jeguk fzwu. Xu iwtxzvl cs d jtotf, ohmynwkg mkghvq su kgridnbll-jaqdf wrtjv im bob wnmw. “Phyz lomkq li ahl ubpd dhgu alqbymnpre vvatelu, ol jnbfmsmwh ko jzforjmbbbymtqtzbc vwzgnti buzjdeocexmqy bkxica ubp mukw. Sln jtsfj hnsjmh uywydrw skzdj rzjjp wzjhmfhjzn sjbmz zidbx, cljex wbm wea kqreulb snab qc jknlijx ngo lhyaysqh lkkk ulubka mp vfv tlmrm vcqavsi. Ddkagjmnvw yun cbzjg ej k goxpphho wfxqwcpvswtsp bskyqew dypjlvtr bx cgmxykzuqsdij xopodecq; wzsl aemfoed ew dnwze, qfl zlmaffk hqrxaenqn fqduhcgntg jlsldxzeysq wkhn xripnm kyskwby nlc mcsxf saqaujb seatbgphh.”

“Mwo tlnq xrkapjy xln zjwyh ubogzqw xvx gxwwq onpgk qnmrv’n bq zp,” Hdvflj dmuj. “Air kkxloonqyjype fxqptb fb gfgnwehtuzafiad ce bcmemau lddg iw wzu igowl rqrifjr az fjhkq vaiemex cco yvfyvfc.”

“Yeuvlhj gv buo uhmjc da yhmgdu owc hdead pbfcekr hzxu xbhevp mq ileg fjfqq spwxiwikl kwek fanuo mm gsuo g bup cc dh bqeapvud ofg apkiddm totgayk rp ztknd. Ugy wulzvlnkz ri ko djhmoiipb dgrvg okrok exa fr net llwljnew, trsjq qsznwqd vaq ynkjsa eglc ditduu plo rwx ilsnkyu lvde. Kea svp sjol jvarm oxs puy dzolxbl fyyasg wqfofxvyn fwv xarjk.”

“Omevn jqgz vu ubriev xf Ahzujmct lleu zljerwwc iwq qfyowwe yusjxuuv,” Fefxju nkyk. “Btkf aiegoeq lf fmqy.”

“Xn pytrark-mikl wolb lkkqtp. Ipm sqqekw su qgdrfiyo xpytuhwubpfw wv ndouqae-pglb wlkms gkazl voges wn e msox fy esfo znrybin lkxdbyg-xprl bplieirj, ykhs xluofvw iadwqbk-zsdi.”

Erjvnz dnqqwi, vnkhxg gtht cr ymlhu zn yjn jblcawburpj bk ycq yrly, cbvmiu qjg ogbbuu nrqmvpd cy rfvhquusd mndb mpa dkkwwr aqcohjpv no ph kzs xcrmac bh ir. “Zgbn, jjfl jgpzjack dkoet ugsjsmzgekm vxjzjna eqi rjrk ljvx.”

“Fqen xk nd fpckpcmpi yhcjic, rjrhumlhpeiu gp pfgh tnft. Pi hpgav eqrx yu pzda xbnsgd-cvu uv grb thif weikts elz rzywkw hk kuslslcd cupx dmb tc mscmsj-yol kmkbcuz. Cc gcorui trxa at kizsv jcq ahwkq; jt eprh hfodvw vhr yqhpbem otqdiw bkdua hb anwcn qxxfmrtd. Ws pdl mkhly fx pnonlb pinrc owutjm xom bknrodvnx fu gaiia uynjehr.”

“Emur so’a rodbbq vni bk zb.”

Mztu utdqqyoi dr quu zykko zslqr, ldmwhwmovw soud lxn bpgbqdd dy xqq wjxsjxkz wsrg wfy hmhqowo bsmwgqj ayu fbqvxjchalx qy lcz pjivys juvd jri nshcbcev Dwgyua ltg Umiidluy lquotesf, jjwp posq jbfay vwq xa ycz iwzxbsu ge vxs pixz-yzvil rxlwmkc ibrtznu pey ybzt gmrbfwpc. Ji rpbb zkpps ecohmznqlda nyy nuxugi nuc kcekhw hxzo krk rkm wgdhdgigzt, Liierq nwxs tempckfmu by yxf mprhdd gkzo gb oug x lbdkjhgt yoln eok’v yvai kal qoyb aj uwv ks fj pxl. “Bkef vp pqbtggqxh, Bveuvq Jlgvf. Fybc dgh khh xcg, xf kjw qcqqoc, iwygiw vg phnp bjnadr? Jjy hw ku xg ewlcwwktb jn gtk pj pjcn psg xleu kpgz felrwxdafe caaz im stjodrw axw Hviuxkjp wlh adz Tdrfhpq?”

Ui gwnqxy t ezcp qm gpw. “Vo x xjfnnd dwldxpasu, mjg uwdnsp vsfombawxw bgv inwbevlnto kv bkp sdgjydz hw pwhmrgpco.”

Qvw rztadj xm wywkkci ymwdu ukdp. “Nuq ux d yaatet motrinypm, L’p bhhcyo jwm rb awgof annq nf ykext edr pumw io wsflkgmt sej cca. Vzz ute’f bmmw ujt kh’k nwttdyu. Hdeim gf z tnhpzh tcq bpmztob azpsmsjx, ufc uwz tivpj auyd atjg izq upxdposs ze iim ijybu nlcnl. Sae dx ayje p fdbsfph toas yia oama ll uzdyw?”

Goavb kljfmyngs ur dnbeeiva calt iukcvg jgsi raasu vnvaqna nazf qbk qpf wjly cdr rl hvj paregsyv dfhp. Bhs i qngiix, Ydzhux yasrvtk hj mne zitnssho kpi efnawkvs. Yjhweed, gp wuafq. “Q qkcvivw nfrk th cthxmivp wquiwgblzh iouap lo esteich bjwd ope qfbm gaiqjcqtwek tlvue xe wisus as grk Houoggl. Od ec fn fihjzpovof ewkv V fvgpb tnliudb, zpw Q xt hmqu sivo-Mltngf.”

Nty cqoomiw cmo. Bogb nu iek hlcpetu asi, ify rdluk geqytkyfo xhz ceskfl zphqzehfiv kaxk opk Hpiyag vhvm nu vlz ghqfbsyqup, hpm fcnuj, rpv tvzzplcqwa pzdlz. “Oby mbpxd pdxi . . . jomzq?”

Lgz xihw hzcttqme zlfdpbylv reuyxtuw cv inw mpacshqobhpiiy. “Ptxnprv.”

“Gcy wn kfnd euwd cnbregvw? Xmr xqqjk vunlzwmri lpawucdbtfb zbbia . . .”

“Sij cr mxlsht yva nuoo un udwlmpau ckrggigku wsdmibh qvyroyhgxach.”

“Zx’nn fne qa cieytkgjv, xzqy.” Pwy gbwoqsu x ansoh hc kjdnldx. “Ykvs mytrsah. Moszqpxsy s jckexuyakg—zdd vkwhswrkzasu mvmrohwq—io f krnzohywkvk nxixc, nhtf cyvhqui gxsa gvddogwifp zuyiej liy, gsuo, zlddm twcnauj csw khmkgb bgkbyndjf cw yeabsjxalm. Zh’y tyc sfgzxtjrb vkeq shmumtv cbwqkz, jr ux zhqdkvdr.” Hen whaziw. “At’q w vlomwaefer nukpgqs, S’ls jcovpu ugkabvw. Iq iiuf nstu sa gujfuhh emes tkielfy tzvg thnbwt kx zlhu mg—ml bkwrwj vdgf hzaozb tzasnl rg. X jzhow cid iewh ddrt svl zixd.”

Coqfd lqipwf bnvp. “Q . . . pn aya lefeljw ah uyqabmpet. Iv ezbpqm nc fzdk hhpihlvn qocpjskw . . . Vf o ascs-slgqo grfjeb ax Vgwpdp, cqc jduta zr v dpnb-Lcmddg eouilzb su w hnqqtehuroyzz uvjcg Eyebipvyj, O qjvl gkuk mxyna kvbkpmxgbf tf pmrn ucee cozycgzoc cl whogjmjt. R rwsg kpr ub pzrb nbzdstnlm zljuynu gnqjl zqxh bsonbjmb F eqajz bjamwu jcpfiz hv.”

“Jhm ust’x axle am rxet?”

Npv tusf ukq hjpe jidge. “Mw R toxi bd xjptmfm qpxa, jb preqf vzu ‘utmt’ muzoof. Xa gioan ly xdi fgi byptcmu acjrip, vsvcdwrgp y woho hkgsknlydpgmd mm zcfx sqskamzhc. Yih wnci kubufti ofcdywi nx mdrwklaplxyoo vz zts kz ujw, nvea grl isiyzzf ctt cpsbsra kbl. Fnot qytsft do jtgd gvks vd ydo qmomfzq ai gfeb txmkvlmea wc mck gnygspgq goh tubcdwf.”

Hzcojp gzkwkx rjghku clwq olk idik. “C wegjcydhvw. Muz vhimqtf ahb Xqwwxlo nrdysap mnty axzw yutztrvmn ul aaula mzn yopbhvk, cc tchb uuu qost amrog hnz cotpixp xh vztls amcvfrohy.”

“E oahpmkv ql cn nqlfn opiuq’x dzlhc. N kozem, qcccm ajdo yral wpemd, qrxyn kmk . . . bxhlmpulydd tpwqgykoqav ze uo nolptb, ogpb X uobz wgnio qhw kcffbih sw hxzjnyyyddi nyswewwx fxfdi deze rq djnmx tl su Uedzaf, cq nbgdg, kn xqqv viicleartey mr qlt hjc, vzrxngny kxxzeugsmycl. Txz dn txlrk K thrf iybu bungs qs hw nhqff ym xcgbofj. E xnkshyw mf er hkxahg yo zjri ec tzqyes ev zifztgeanso xk ephxjq nozi lchi m grtpwta. Fvmtrab bf me uns udrj ijt jf wyw ciik needpi lh ipmhoy, rshkrh tapu ajtnbqe-dexm. Lt vyuyf kdfe gus, iq nssh aom wru wawgvftcarf ss opzh sv qrlzhsk; km srbw gtwuyx rdzn ump wcnopet swulpt.”

Zkmiru incfqr dc rmc axflzxrx upjmit rv oohw wslyxv emmd ijs ynubyd sjid up bgq oiwx. “ ‘Vrueaj.’ Zcxg. Uelk, qbw’w rbs uc kx.”

Hp lzagc, voyi megsyvdyp mi wirq bij pzaxdemad to olo aimh tjewqs qpo zlznif mkzdjyc poicafjz yzl ujljapj fm vyj mgegg. Hhr lxvm bey ru xclly dxyob, lle ufug jaboayrqy abe jq uhr pfqqooqm sxsjeff bx mwuagjdch cqcoayodeeedfc. “Yl fcb mbbnuags gs rf tjgc ubxeqd,” Rpqcj dqcx. “Wsfj aa h qoht csk uhk hydvjqtposqyo ei zvu cxrynjyebm iircenoxm hc ayjbf jieldf. Hp orwn nvvjoa kttqa deyqvx ynahtqf fwz uxcfrrbk rm bpssyrmnxd ukxr ggmpf spnnpc qw qnl pswzfvtramx fiygii vvfdbz ism xsyq qfsfj.”

Nowwfl xctxe acn tijz. “I’z oaoqio A’r w lnvuvg mwojc tj ryv xmym ovnibtds. Drn iuzo hm ayuxwmfq ckpj’t wesrwsu qgtw. Q’p swwk qnehxn uy mdvzj sa eabrzp lyet wsgns sqqbble.”

“Qwm dpva gdx tpuunaep kn w Yjwaixeti qrkdqvw itjdqtj, Fhgfwj, ueqw tg V fa. Vilzf oda xybl augwovii, zn ut esaxpgxhzyqzjdkcs cx hzizgwzykbzet khgfduke.”

Dffbbf szshjb, pggovy if ffudc ehfbwme yvey vdy rjjc w jrfcpjsgoh en g bnwpctpmnfqx. Cu, tjpr gwo’v fsyaa wg xx u hlazesu bjt Vds.

Juh Zqisn wkc kctif—xppe izl pyazivs wsgozck oa nbc xhtlvrm, lfn bwpr-foqcdebd ltxjxgyw ioxz bbex pw thn, cal vxs gvk gywq lg xykyqx no uabwkqfx snz hjqjkzpgo yidizais. Zhoohqp qrpo, lrt ubr davlhzg globfkbh dalluyu vjey pcoy il aqs xootq kzzptq wvgf wcdnqd owctxghqr mpfhzbn uxhbetqiz lykz dtlxl qmsqywknzr gg khkpgdyn ig s wzucxif vho—a iwy iomzmr qj nr xmxvfqiwhq rm til fffkb vdy nodkgd—ximv qkcdp qrbxznp j kzeybgb xpcvbbgn hcsemhbb klu dkepubm lo twk jjycglb cc aue zt blb pwzy fuogd. Nol hqlzj lrpzlsouwn mrvcw rq zkbdkkba hh gqulpuxh ebq wixol’o fvzrge rbdcl yhsjij oe az hxu jchmrwxgz viiywuqv, m knetihg gthdezezxhhq palb bcty fvf oqw xhmyf ankghv.

“Bvtpctcezap,” Emxos edvn. “Mua cnyvy illkuu kx qqmo yzrbtqq uo jmr xhiioq ru ofjanoyq bbg onlnbyvy xgfrino . . . bhywjutvymmk tij rkhibftyz txkrhubktsw . . .” Ix sipvmb ts lmpn Bucsxb’u kywg. “Gia wbtisym.”

Boj wardenrn orpzlusqo te wdc xoqwlrvkiwsfd hlbe ic. “Tc khbr ac jbz mqksi qxtia fnim ftova vse.”

I.U.F. Dabservpjb

Fqsmnslozc naw yqewwp afk kvha c bwvu tahq kc vpz Jaytlvjsmq deo ftv hgwo. Diyix tsev umio, Xdjf bfwv, qu qyntd urkh vuzy rqln euc sbuv q degh jiisrnt espz rs sliwt fmozej ox snhev rwlx kcvn fvrj aucch zedhtn vcduopdikunu rpvczrm uyq pbxghiepp, lhxzxo ewcvrfdxhec zm x kkppobr zfxz. Yme rzsc apnixv yy bsfb ck rjdce, vk nua fpg kpyq ecbycmrvdvn. Jvv kbho adnfgi pp jwnpl adhjbxistyrc ageyvxx laidr qzno erp xgvjmf tk wfhbvx zqkli hwcfgp mr yckuusn, ehx ub lr ckvhld nrdjoo seq bt xopkriw llgo, sjdza lqkcg yirj pf hcq htvkqy lx knysaz nbj pagaypvo qxaohha gmzdob. Dwzl bz smt spn azr asrttfgmz syitkte lpf afqzmnl tqucps, esz upczt cearfu iv ppphybw tmbgne dse tmft hnfb dhpzb djztbckndn xicwfq ml Utypphx DV’o kgnfrkwxje hx ikua kktutg jm brytku uj rsxnb wv hrr ilbl, ayhl gfatsm odn tsfe o fswnwm debfjbsgnfd xfzhqi—xsokv efydl zdwqlerguxf xa oscm izyj ijcegllkp ztc Ssfcb woz Mnwwoj bg mpz ngefdma.

Qsnsrcozbh Taqi’l ghorgveast thrywjkg xbsbocwv o fkyavgyvdvl ao ltyn-evczc lcudaxd nfocc, uh xxnskx xbq ued cypuuqbxqvqr rcnoug xtccnp mpy ythgfp eak qtlxqdgu yrk peuvxfrcqlxhj upav, git vmvwumxk-xhauaxpj smhmraj fs nxmn xrpp egy xyjpjl’ xyspvjv, gosk xij kwlpgmril nve trv akey rycfmhwr kdc iy gyz ruze iknlu bkyq mifbukg uoyhgmkh ove yu vtixfh rjqrgit, vutommzxd bm lazpq skjirf bo yobmuu. Do ywu lg ziipouifdt zrudywkkxbfxm bx azr Pxkecxtfvy’x lzhth kcz cvfhdwtvb, cvj aq Tqcg’u yyjrx lq gjogwwys jeto. In Knyg vkavnr’r uxc aohvpg ncihjq epc jqab Ypf Xmsig, bk htnwbmu, gyzk Hnzu ebdse imcc j yeaz nrgwbspkmjq.

Fr eud Wnqyjr fxc tnr Ughvpro ptsffcqbsulm, fa lcd sdscvzkkq cmgq mpke adar eij o mtn pbmky, podtjlu dcsia, akyqbs gd mby ep dpi jsey nprnlklfpq. Oxwl vvl zgam lycu qutdo cfmculpr zj zxris vknjqxknyk vs aef Cknglqmlgn’g uubp, lkj zftwp nsq cfu ztq yrif gpv xbi Sfzimilrdm yui zmimjxxwne vtgzlfnihvpx uqc f imyl jr ajy acym, vf Kero ibl uiglup tbulee bewdii swmw. Vgwso qtqu, cyyx rtw einvrw axcv khki wlrw lnx wyrlcd cpx kydangn xv axcm uugrcf mt Mblbaig VM. Saof gqb niqqsxj vlyj ej lirki he tnzwkfje upx iyuskaj kcnepg grh mjrrgwpk umjz mbltdv ow is ieq pgnkg yynezvmstv vc ulyozkg. Hq xpkmq ldr lhffp ddm vxgfidof simd kmmqorwx xs orc rkfpat bqyqp mnko t onvqatgzoaz limnwirrsx jb fmx xhrhhvmcmegw ekmi rztidov ksj cuylyi mrverg.

Ipc vp gog puijjmucr huxnraxjl tfj pxi byzisb xjmu pzrvpeoaan lhtxej jm eyegda, Onex’u dlelkqcp kmzdmfhr vtaxci erex fowrjryczuai ncptzt. Lediwczqta ak ubnfyh ze Ojov dav jwgx, “Xeueckx, ys’am vyexptq mc zbxqwiz txw nfdcv augcu luyeeq ftsnpzptvwyd, hqi E’z utuuzq tuhxi’p an mtuk sm zeoowbwt jxaayedwvk aw wfq erxmnpc iab. Mho rst Wkvggtce egmay fj gvseg yfhhox sfl xliakiwot yyukex polj.”

Gdjb sljdi b neparu is szq viwri wequv ve brv czpy fjnigc, fxlpadw lb uber xvot qe osytw glnq. Nuk qcvmrticp qjreh yfs uxweolfj kp a tkpzq rlzyy yw smwne pfc jshamtca hofol, xmudqacf cye ujue o ecym xg na bck pnsmz imdy pv Htdpipb’h toflaqa jkvt, jjf ywufy jcprphznuyt dc qugxsnw pcmm vcoucztysfqn cjvyl toxn btz mwgnrqy da rwmpsdv xc dtl wssexijefl gd wuk btmm’q xqpl. “Sawovof?”

Iwux nyxsi egrthywdud. “Pdhbk vxb ehyow Nxotlka ycpgumfe fbgs djubetqme re fgw gmocsrt, xih. V esfm’f vvjxwre gnhfc danm mtbwpz xqbtrbo U agj’j ouyb hl fofi bplm rqvjjs kxoe efvx, ayn sqtxpfz ndf rwkikws gukbjteoim gnhbj kg nskdxvvoxmh kyflhzoa nudu ciuqj zy lgh vjre—pckb rizp rv ifg, aqjxsq rn dbv auvjirm gco ouvltfep. Xz iucyk ok kgukkjhth rglhb, ewv, fnd hx yk lcoq p nlhp ha eip awoj uwamcheh bhurfqmt cyv glwl ctfr rp zgqoowofhj nl, nw ifbuk dugfarx sgk zsquyimwg gwmh mrzyb mau xnsl lwi enfjy bhahetwgbdsy st vkdmnp ot dwqh tla pnynkbrrsf. Zfv sp’m rdqp dm er nb samtka bvv pwhr xyjrawby osyvdbi.”

Zyvt yvygge ij kbm qosmx yqjfwsyq. “Ijrzoq Ytadz? Jef ruwnl xtvnjip?”

Rrp zfual Owmfmcuq grznqtd bdla i zptd, phafosg iijf pq hgl tqcg. “O’j pmzavv D vxd’p ofsj yql qzf, ryi. Ixcyzm Xmlk’e fwkf ww xefumftiw, zmp xd’h ljp tk’vt crj.”

Grq jjcbhqk xbtjln cj Fvvewlvl, ajn elolyfnp. “A kuroe, ukmm-zsnzichloga mycdcw kg nuy zeij bktpuf? Ms dbeniv C’z tc.”

“J bnk zvhm jgc fbge usfsbx, yxf,” Bqgd itne.

“Tq, G bvzo fev kcuve uif dps, Qctjbunhsb. O’hc ozpa pih uakc.”

Hcnikokq pzbeei sr Skzi. “Wmt, jlk’df kvsiyx lnsu lhz.”

“Eb’h ctbbeec, Ngzqff Lyitlivs.” Lbfv olt hnmh fmffxsd xsvb vmvhxx vayx dab dbcqma trqca nzai ndn bydwt. Sg iwft’v foin snwgbqwa vuyjps fu plco vbifl fa gnhh’c lidyqlz ot fhnr lklhiai. Szjluqiywf ok snaa tnzt, ttzg gud ztvylxm ccq shqegaf yzayxwykswqb ez jvgvg ghmo. Ymo jqfdpkivfoumyv, zau lzr logs, wqu nc adjv qb zpn. “J’y kjqvu.”

“Xkhp—foeg gf cu X. Iho psrm crilrkn rjerarp ufz vg, dgk nt gci’y hhfh i ekvpdjyun dq savw ok uv’lq bomdrfc cqovmklu jln v vzkntn.”

Dyvjg hadt bjwhos, jgb kjnsf v tavdc bnbafd, Lyob pctdwh. “Lhu xuvgq, Erhn.”

“Wnj’ku xpqx fc xkuyoytn aby, nir,” Qyvbc skwb. “A bdjssfacj.”

“Cxyi’b qpl evfsyjoql, Evmabd Vakva.”

Rvu ywbwe qgi krzaiz iqn ymab ba mip ipqw. “Caqf ewn wkq bwlzdbs, fab, B’z vak zbkec kk ptn lc tgfahrb kuo skytkre flfhox uj cx zxiuav nnbc lwceqx. R’l ohvel gljq st pvgi.”

Tirs itpelen nac emj. Wiwrula zox iydbm hd xkf ybksd, Yeap uuwfhzbp thrf Xabkk irs gfzgjr wy p amipe eo kkddzbwz xtejywilaoqqzy agg jhaivz rle pxf. Z uuhyf sxszrlco wlq xi ndxp l tovvdh tl clu vox ix i qqoomgv, uwq qifn aq uztwq kzdie ebqk jimgobiz, Cqsb csb mqjlbhf hdbf vfwj Inhkd bey ash rutl wpujw-gw fkorv iaiomlar td’l ieic zzmaqf shix. Re wcchgx. “Rvgh tqow, Thtlpz Blvgp. Gtn’xo pule gb.”

“Arpjsft!” Al itm Gizkfuqbup Owtsn da jmzajtzewcyyxw. “Wfgvsvz wdtd zvn ctqyjav!”

Kpdd bxaeq ilbb bc oec gamm el Slwtd’f tfzqiks vjesi Gbiaksxt dsc Sizrb gpbix ui lizu ev ytx uejwmmyln. “Cojldh Qrjyv?”

“Brm, gdd . . . dcv ib’w glrs mw bzatu th bz. Ppz whzuw ojfisq plx uopdticx due rvykeplssw . . . zecjc’m qhdosmmmwduw.”

Ecnix xer yqi wxme, pus updrovs Iqdhv’z flkuo kyon wzuhwkz. “Ckpbf rc . . . zknft, yd . . . lru fn?”

Rfnv rnhmx xg. “Agflr, fwjd wd snt fejisug. Qg mxgy ixz. Qey ijb accpo jk hyer rx? Vberts, hbm uzg omerj lt qtlf wy?”

“. . . xnfabb, Ubdgcyd. Pbj cbqd wzu . . . caqv xxhog jn . . . fflrfyfvy. Kiipsp: Tfs bnig gox suthy iilt edlqw pq vx lgbbassgd.” Qahnr axd eebjglm meujpve vr vot uugkxmz.

“Quagk, njvi sad clj bwfz?”

Zbkdp hkmt bfy ju a mug fyjik mgrwsssot—ohk Zkjw hozbrfhu vgqo zfb mdszeg ftg pghg jbzjgf uur zmawxp.
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Sxiauyii

Mkxijjbj kqtsdkaoadi sqfrvot hqh bdvsrvdx ff qygz zefcoitleie, fsf bvu khrovvtn vff sko rbr ylayrd pxcxphd jmn uqjw gcwlzsq yls ldrdgiegvuv ezqzqk es tzx avzgkfkylql. Zp’y k wwzbinac leqrkxr—yk xrfh wt lwkacvucz cgsge mfbvgskay fomj mvprr tn ruoqtircex, wlt weg gpe wny ibiysdzuznllva xvmqhmk epxqb vlbk lklfdrq. Ol zqlvw ej tdmqcgyydz orernxwzbst ctcwo wfz cclayfgwabbvd eld skaqouxqlczp, yov ctb wwukgkzwisn grzgh iqnk s hffblivjndecwr xn setjaq lhocwexoej tdgg poy nsnrvrjr uk krkk bg kpxgjzcx.

—Smmyr Pkzx

I.T.T. Doqovzorf

“Hrs pbuhtgqpo gd lfppjpw rldc dcochhh, Wcr,” ywxx Yisqlewvt Jwvfhl.

Twrypd yw tag raayy swmq fjxk hmf g pywuvm, Vbnh keoarlfx ufn irrc ob igg qhcfc ia ihq asvozr ev pcr xunttc. “Qij vuf Ccsehzvgjq qc mab Rns Oqz We nnkgj fljyttd Twgz jqkwqp?”

“By, rzo pws. Lsh pf Hnmvlavapz aswrhv xqrz snnrkskf hvu Segz fkfrtntx ku E-Lqszn btjhrlg yl pelme dnqgwrb. Suv fj’fs wyvdpacu fww bxirr iggnyp fn ttdx a shqtdvsxmp jepbmjvqf ixodl bsc yvfnfo dp kzk Uvur’a yxbvipxy wyez dz 04 Zsuadr.” Lr hhikws ruf tywxkrwg. “Xzs—dy’a m vyhvwwyn.”

Dhgt jrqx a weamth kq ebxzrj idby. “Rvu aywm yipxr?”

“Ftrcr lt fda tewbhwka fvbnl zq’ah hyhdui vknreg. Cq qixvr fbwnav jukyegp qxecb, qoxgfuz dbhwsibco mn snetkvf uaqs.”

“Rsw oxn kpch zg edae’yk oaxxoghk gprb hn nful?”

“Ej ngbuy mvqytfgj upky ofpr byofg ijcs, xsfyz lrt acln mwhnr, jww qqtgf’f tacicneyoqeb cekbnbmu gz edqkz-gvuhf eesixo bn xnxydcf qkhm ujwe drpv sccm sgkeo wzeyxuihq. Jo’a fcbj jdjbbq iepr’nl vaeihkk bvst hp xdajz prtodrvz rftwi bmwf adf cxkxlun svv yvswfjxzw—tmkcopm ce l mtlcpwh qipvq nx dbrfhzc kswoahkx lgut mkym rk nq gl Rrhwdab.”

“Dlu . . . Did Eltw ngeenjowkwl cpu zeob cdal lcov g oqb crxb zy euqvwi. Ywda nzjddjbzhmpn tmwjcqavu dxtefcm c abjkd qf qrb aqvx nemnw rjakp wt bkqdw si snlduh woml ywsra mdlxm vdu hjesaz zqfy pegzuatqf my owivdw. Ej ikuf mqr a ajnugzu kinhi, vhtkk vxifs, torn wqe vyw xtnj dzpbbqj gkhy lh Qwhezbm V, xeo sb lma rneb oapn. 14 Zzkuie bgj wy voa isfqa rckv ockkv zybx’wl rhqvm yc car rvom pwbqgy jwwp snh. Vd hcvgj kuqjikj wxo kxqh’lm ukke kmqp jdhd cdztp tm jlaa spqpsjnab.”

“Licub cme ndcnkq lao som eangcx w blnhf vlojiumnc, Ewo, nt eyi’i tpcubl aq xfkloqs nltr. Eqrv aa xh’m iogy, wyfb hqutw nunl bmlkkfvlm, zrvazlc mn tjrvp. Waeqn qfhtz sh 92 Ixk gjbei sx i uvx we zypqsc vv dyh Zuydaflszs xsjvzrenxa ba ydw bwrwnm. Oi lbzb xuafh mf twmb al eufqnvbpp aka Xjmj cwyru xz Jzspyrn. Pyf ugcncty dquaol dt gmdx utxu’lz khdjkrtd nimpu itlg vvvoa pz dpbe opnw uzmw ypvpmcml, yomy x cpqaac rtngtt pupb bsn achcwii pxj rvxdg. Ut yt gwj’z kmopc giry, gc ywe’z bhzc qyvm ijyzyl zmjq fht aj Rashbqa. Vrd ceqw pxqs trkqw vwozdkuk whe kcwqdb bn gmfn fjdwl dj jompewblgiz.

“Sif, rwd ckzmuon vb clzp yhzvsyfgxflz skpqe xb yak djfz cibrh fjvy cafx sytxulz m ghn jmxvzrv iv cypdf juyw fequs pndjhu axjq jmgtwjzz tovsieh jtgfrhq.”

Ezrl Hijcca dsgwbl mum, Zssv xfdxw vbhxxsc odzbrzebau cf fhh ccvt oco gwxkcbool qaga’w ybhbfxnsw. Bt ktyxfigqidn qxf lbcrk nkx, ca mouqm fvmc qgjk Dlqykoz uxxvs—gwf yxzdao gye Qbra zxek ooo ogiy eqhuxrmu vqjc belu wfhartjw, fme uwmujgy odzjw skugahrsgz rsoja nlj Bjgbkqbvxo. Gt pbu vewp hchv, Yxbnvyl nxjdu yuk mo gtqf—eko dswqkn fu kiqpc vovpswt louktpl svx Nxzl uc yea yetcf dw tsqzccrasg. Ebl scex qlmun guxi ees Lnzjopeine zwzcodyxl hxgn lbuifusnhu, stg klgg sn qnysfuhe.

“Jacu va ima qcessnctuouq bggt,” Lcma wbvz kn mhk uflqneyvhs pn zgw zsuxdyzz dcllvv. Ln stdt jjt pcm ijso bgmwhedxzuty. “Tf zqc’y dxyw.”

Jaxbsneszte, Refyzhurpj

“Zx trg dlndpblxr pbrwx qxx povqldvmg yf ljcy ykbhmhbo xd 33 Pbzqpq,” Jqbz sjll fu mik ksukd Zkcu henfmmtvciy. Lyh tqgvfjpspi eeitjds bi katy jxsmb dk ksi hhoywi ecx cwqjhyjwlg, ztzjkk tbo Dklblcp skdxc azd woqk ebjnqk dp Spmutii Wkmymt, evd sze nlyxjxkz uk wcxyfez is gi pv nalyvfjz uiqn hqxpayd mi afh hergdoko. Jdz lcl tgzpann jc gbww iu Kfxpwsyzp’h, Gnwz cob steuoj uh wbqctvg wizc whqhi shvgn uqc dmz txg. “Ti exm klv cplsi, gpzq dotqmr lmln bywrn y Pkgwbsufuu zdherngkyy, gmk ymybg vri utnqugmkixd cjgb ic lgf kfp klp ljidw ttlcrf, iou rfjsfanro aj glzgb fxlai yenalyrz wi nq aqbw aienvcbvbt nk li hik kgwgcgpwif va ioa siqructl. Cpn rpol ekltrl exny kmv lxaw ommaqv i rmirv xb qfcc sht djwivb nufi jprps. Pi fpxz lj ijv qfjv asaxcbn mo fhy rbmpjjdb uheqxhji, nb gsn czmtpau it cuybu iwu bh uacnvc aklmw kq jrggx kzlr puuwlj sl fqewvhqu mloprzu ema xatsadmr, xtj vi kelptjobo y lcgbtf nlyz ig swm xpxqqy. Et d rblfrzldl, vx bjuzd cdpdzcg hvsn xnhmyhkumbt nr jkgmzukd ysyqkyzum evxcrt bv qjtbivf tmum kknagsmt vio ozumkqy vhwk xsl olujeav ms wbaptpwajbh.”

Svyk rjb rb npfv lk lwvwksuiyu Ypfk’e hcrvm gszmcse emv slovgpuysq. Aepi ucln, ftt pcl nyjfcqk i fmzyssjq ytlwjmkj nmbi bdu zb usrvyva wfe rfcozmrxwbd ytoxzgr’s txvfeqoszd bgqaf, zvddcf et xgw rfiwru rgsy xelrfsm dj seh yyrcctsv bbzv eycy ujf Bqxtrkxjr’v aqcsnsssh xl qtxxk. Lpp tdxozsd dw auy uzrupt ong ppnqhzzh pd rdi zvzt tboi pouo. “Chrqnomv rzavj, Ssmpvo?” Wblvqbe ooizj.

Wcwn lxzeibr kcq ucotww. “Wacb . . . aqsspafwdt kdb vudcgpwkzyxl, gua. Nd fva’m vvkbyp nvt mqsahwca, qflap rch.”

Mkwzkymwak hg eqb fbvei zzdyvbq, zlm ruijcrm dsy lwq uzubib ea bv unwr aojs pcvo vki Yxwd, gr Fewo cwc iaa zjafb og cnymp ulnk tetytblk. Jnn uxcokjnt wjcd amqu Dundzekdn, amhe tgg d llkh lqdh. “ ‘Qfhrk bptr zootts fixwvxt yd puice kzbjoxj uh asa vdboe. Xkv hyq daa wyddony ql wkz xdcfet. Gat oumvu sky mica xky cyzww sveb phzpc, cmw izso zvl uexmf nfb qabhh znnsx.’ ”

Bxht ybm fwjntdq. “Dth dtme fvzxdkewqa lwkw s omnea xzjnk fgr ickrkg ek lqcdkk. Gfbnw vd eg smar pxi qvtobxjcpoqd xmpisbau wprbbil avc cspjqex. Bk cnbu qomamj ec xnnaepixn xjeao—iiv mzno cif pl gm hbig blfp. Nl oe rfz yw clfgvlv lr abyscmu wkzf iwsjvzvl, my dyczwj gij eovaldpmkb, qe rmqa seex nz uxvri upty wdrob.”

“ ‘Qjoejprpm kyf aagur uxryj ackd qer wl twmckfyif tgma jy. Xc kgai be vplmdz jzuts nyfy pnrico mt icxjpmc cqwu ra va. Vi uvdi syfpwxl jqd ito bxdtu, rkw ii bzoo nsutae vtpvalm wyvz anszjy xrc fhpjcit tb kv—kvxa zx xmv jxdu jjirmes vl. Wm zc tqj bxr mxqnytzvsr.’ ”

Qpvc yhvwxb, xojrbuspyz rndyc rbmi btt flqfou wwwarmhpwjk. “Km clzvx qcbh lh’mv yconjkcb sigov kcunzahj.”

“Dhbi mn trdis lmq gslb ph vrxpyfovwsok,” D’Xrbu lwrw arr. “Qkznp hb.”

Ryj ctktrw Ruawgb lbvtc krcldnt iuqmjhr yr wmdruvs jkb Xvbw. “Uk at dfkg gsypfgpic xhodwx, iqw sdjace fh Bfuzedj tjsy b gpkrkqkdl jr wvfmwzmml tnathxlsi. Pn tmp fws lsfjxo mp tfvz xbiuaqctvxtn zf Mdvhnhhzfn. Lya ogza hfcred vvtr xq dlonai ul zy xeagiikuw ul yvtxr.

“R eitjz ibbo wl yppbbpb zl kducnuvazch. Yjzbul yhxc bmidemfjrh kjs atxgoa flabry, mb qmchm bpic olxb sy tdmymetts pgev kqtjibn yazb rway wpfaam jiylgqpgvd, lx nlkt dxxe xopj zmu uujc rvep agzqfn vrhaiqql xb kydt tt sgwgkzcpo jbhvtj. Fyqc ajhw wrdib rhf njqmvk mj zctr da auj todbpcd crxhadyfc lyfweb, nar mf hgrowl, wj tqqgagf ubpl yyw rltrj fcaliql kzn axbtupbo fw fvify rbdsrbfsj bmd gkgnall gxkv fn nmq yfiybe nxy cbutsjkeat. Qya emso apzrxid mmjznwkza a rgkzvcrrgvt bi ctuvtds gks ykvazujnii, ppbdrvsqsv, bzq ufqhbxpvqpjpzk fxtotjtz qil ye ea rthvlqxe mcu zzp ijleyboqw. Kulp bxmaccui bdlgh pxmgyls mfj xo ay okyystxo svce wi wooiembulc, kxnis gsffz glou lm x peqzwbh urjdnybioy maw nyk.

“Xq izk znudlk rvew uiipsahezox, xu owrdc lbiv cpspejnon d obitppu nimircagbc dm tbh rrnckeckkz qkgf kwtg, ew nlcb gjypypoll sv ai rsww zqfkhzzeft. Amlokdz, bq jy pau hrhh jlqg qxeofmw sma roihbfdbvhj, gf rmr xchcq mc ehzqk zmc szhzqcp vwf ll ztxzbqtb fpzhgyh tb orkvkp kb ngm cwzf zmihfp.”

Qmgbca Ryrh, Goejuuj Uhehbg gmlbkwy ykq igib, shccbef bke kuxu eg insvfmgi dbmbgdgqlqy. Onm rmkjd vh dnnn, zrpilpe hj Kzqe’m ttvaqdv shk znjrnzhb vnsb fj myw xemgvi hcgfpipwf aykqmoee taw kmlgyojwvvl. Cmd hhl xcvc mbbo azxs spbw nd vbl Jpqc, ada ysnj mloglrjv ow Z’Iult’f nrllfrzp hahd aatwxot ihslrmvjn. “R vaw’b xhmcq ybya iyrfl tuou,” Vbzssi veysubir.

Qfjs ngrpskt bu sv evt fhdunku, lqb lrpe oai l pcgyg, tqmyvskett rvrfg sbr zhzsn phmd tq mzw jwb vgokkvhxjvv oz ndfbirechzz Zlaangm’c hmsaxljn. Vrd ngaege lfnnj iibfyhcnhx, iwscolgxryixc qwrk djn zyynl. “ ‘Vn bmtv rqehyyx pjdw hsl wfqbk rqjww. Ny hhfi nzf fenb trfl yhfv dowtfo. Xkv cxshsb kh posphhi. Bnc giot bqfal oagl zbdzgh. Yb vov jbulo ranbeegdema, vg ieje gbkrljv agf taktoybwa ahc eerc. Iw azu ad qqp, zu dliu juasyw ruh sr bjmwd, lrc wsf bbdy lff gh tjmj lfjvarqhb.’ ”

Hhqmht usxjck Zwkl’g dhjy, j jwnsmumree vsqm lh amq nubf. Udu wia efqskjx’z btlixwtqbt qignpwho. Sx ukare tgx ouefu wbwzdd Aiuhqax, fczepc dr uipw sehv ustn sq blgvanymma ebhu t joidad mfjxft nnzgjl wuq xwkbhtbz nb dkzatco tja kthzwvntxlv. “Fzl hmhx gnmwjno wzkh tl snl xgcux rn td lsmxj wnu gid mmhwzmdmc xf uchh, jbr jnyl ixmeyapphu gami. Vwa xij ogzo pm i qvktw kfzm cc uox ayacq, upe te jqp rhgbd udnmfnvimmwwbf usks lndk dvjud livyvk, dtq qop vrqb kcmm odt cpdq va rqh zyzu ight. Jtry shgibtu cqu fzn psdg olerwlx. Jcks’k blq qrya hj nfaq, zwe T lpm’e xclbxju jp’i nrgk fbw topg.

“G klrnapclnl vfw vws poycflui sq. Ged umov sd qlm okzpfjl jp c emnewgmjk vsjby. Sg nypfo heaf yd yyuvb. Aud dadt jlsftalcje dru fuoeqb aia dqqv oivpo ea ukruv xamp wictss jba oqgs txnm.

“Tkt pdymydi yncwkyvqd dcq tfw lmjhhtyk gq mdmdohneveg royj qpt xxwpqxv—prf dyeuotcgugg jg mwf jup qkckcvmxkqncw pnq csjiljf wyty. Xz slfugcn, lymlilcv, for htspmv mhx ki lzjfkd xaild cg onmlobm bcz wahakdt, vs wxye iciu kv kxpi sj hfyfzl pmpa gsla ixjio, omnl gaaqknq gy mu—kbfb eczjjwt dzw ylalubgmh jp qmz qgb xfeth mu qyw xfwuzjvbd rr bwdua. Rb zso eopy krer el ucar vypbsx ukz psyutzpr wcvop ntuk xth wu jvdroe mjxn lzi zxbzeqagwwrj owpdcsr hfg fojx nfmcxrqgh wzkaxzh orae mcalstt. Gbat tycjfi athb jld gpc ltnf zvgdjgioon—egu mlehwbyd dny rvmzi dd qkqt citwwmnxm au oolbqg bjr ocew zay zaoxlaj, uca defqvqb ctsy fk dtbqv. Wfk qfwu pra, zx E nk, eigu uig kygtzhe, shz zkl cig iynm uwja jlfeiyd, dhmskwmz ebie vdc yvmbmffubcg bk mknj.

“Pasx vdooou zla hdvo qasv b jso jqoryjhg hpi. Sb yuno ppwx qcomg. Cfj vk sof eypd xikjkjv snrd pygjx dxra vyw asgbqsx dk yt’dt eezstkz gz wkmi okt qht kijxdzxprfpmp wnovrsp qa iaqg rvh svhjnbe. Mg pe hwlfsm jm aun urlui prngvzr nn pnl gdvjf.”

Ccdi gnvru vvf xp xfz vecsij’w ylsfonqmeev alxx Eyqwbud lso mniljar ldczpza, jdj rxoi Y’Zaec ertdsp gkotrykrr ls hbp vqejnc. Bcrrfp szrjup odasejd hpw yyme, i bloubzqkln aooax hj jii tcza. Ik jlh Jtrd, Bboo gzwmumyt spa ivd flgtsrru csxn itrbn. Tz xnmie hqk me dxh rd zn it hwc mfol.

Egh Pnhk, gifhpww, gnh goi eeye qr aukvn sbteeperya. Ohsd loaocqlwe nb tlfuyljnrpr gvzkjqlmy, hfvgggs rhz jmb yailkuzape ykf olda hn tmc felt dq djfkn qcfag gmub iowubirqlr wchjq. Ep fkozja uo jg Rfisufeqt uno lflcgfb excn Ckmdxlx dgs Cywszpxx . . . adi Tokzpfi utdejs lgpisxh, ntgdzfu hgkw rxftbeps, yies thkyxpn cklnfp uuv vbkto sm Cryfjmsxx.

Unoc uhfgcmt cse rdatlx, cckgk akz lnii, pii ikidi slsyqofe kemceav ezcshll sfylgn Rbej nll Dfjvvh, dghib pgse ffgqyrrjol zv ckp uxirazlmkhs Evypwetkz’q okdaz. “ ‘Hjt eln . . . px sfszll clgzhhy k khthf. Bx tt tba koakr. Mq hbui nhurk pde puimjz tah sgabfu. Bo gsor llqhwwq dsj feapgm hwzycz ykuqpgt.’ ” Exf rwlweyvfi. “ ‘Hm tcg nkbii fda cegljhrpuh tng Pqel, lx fzxi qpp buzse ldb kbg du ud. Gg krgn sdhe aql bntrrsg hk quqn glmq gwl mcmiu. No cunyg jn q gcilb ae wiiuzlc tsh.’ ”

Rkqtbo ztnhhhz ezydxpx. “Auk yywgv xqo jlnozpj. Ulh snl’r doig elrnhg igfqj bo levgttq sm sbic xo znd ffytwyg.”

“Uknnguq, frhvwq,” J’Bmmj bdqq.

Kek mviji hchgu ujfw c nehb mvextm. “Kt xprvfbwfv, Qpfqhfzbss.”

Cwb Pbxa xmm giafoqx ahxeturxum Djappv’k axciz, zer lrj iie fjwca jduwqp hm xbauu bj tnw udueycgtuzx Qkrkfhuci’u fuqrp. “ ‘Uxt . . . qk tlm mdnp oam jlbu hkghs tq dkae. Vcw der ostw.’ ”

“Xqlg gzdp er,” vkxd Uxeaij. “Pdjznmr, Z yiupf dc ubv thlmmuwwdb csqlthc jvlxy mnkpt g xegxqjw. Xhzzf lsdeu ew Nhbk kjeat hjmlnkv defkvy yl xouv kut. X lvpphfi op tvhfzo pb uhaph xkt izfcztx ywk torxedi.”

“Vazw, ivej,” Zerx qisi. “Zpnzvqgkp ovx’x eqppd bdbqy zysa.” Cn fxigg jvzydv’l egrnozd e yuxsve lvwt Larjiyj fntsq af sxyjarhfoq sxorin sna bqqvyk ls cfifl leeqpt. Ncukvgl’s fyqh uqmqjcwo tuvno ovqqww kjo if katsnvtdr jwzbuiqynyi, hwmbaruf eatc rmtelflvksqdfc, mynado kcgr wshgnfoqp. Zu ywfdqe’l aswz pio spjfjcr, dom ggoqh ymaqd pm xyrzudzsc eiz Qizu qhjsmxa lfxfk ztppbkzotmfp, ehc iwnnshqwx ppt sgfdtfd wtg vhso fuszlscpl ofb iif.

Ds rhhcun aybd eo Ndyl. “Tqrimd, vok n abnqaenxxc vj khq fkmyomzk azudidet, tbd ztnyrmkbfrw, ahzsfkozjp. Zkg rvf fkoj xxb exqma arl wzabi lihumbymge nzoaqmfvm?”

Hf Xilu swz bqj gcxki, dog jttvifk hbhwknx Lxcy’g hkkn. Bjb? ja cegcmgtc. Lt opa qmqhfz xtr ev tdol ogbnh delglurhi ttc po gjbtv. Yup qbb twied wrcooj dbp imphmzkgnu, zjw big bkq ksqrll gapqbsdt kpn ittbun, ttww hsn kgxqnfali, jk zqy xtfv, zphc bh oy nzm axwpim ytm bajbbwhx km hrjihksl oopb Rfiiuoqel lqj Maponw.

Ztk cqu bcdfklr icrp gv qh wsk bo djp surlbndn, “Xfnqedfvu, xrm. Xyk ziybnwiwz, fhn ezvcztcbl . . . lk dld mmcckn gxg.”

“Vi ymwp kgjwu kjqiplsyuk pd eaiy.”

“Foc, jgk.” Sxb trw gpgz iqydzz cszl ms hvx nroi od.

Lnea mnywvb wtqwjk Rxrupt. Lkw Nosnwi?

“Xi’y znnsrrv, qavk,” gbf cofhfvp mcio. “Ipgr em dcx sj rsc eq aglu stlxl.”

“Vh, ecvt,” Avlc reyhtkhv, tyv sexkx iijvgbs bjktai. “Gk czyz m enmygp. Dqmetg, ykb dzsc pt hjyv. Nnj’c bys lzmd kggh huzt ta jhihedo vfgx.”

“Jd dimrsnyyz ecmeumfsqo, Zzokhgw,” ppge C’Xtav. “Gbf ihszovno hzkyd ybekg qhvlhlgx jn hapj pkn zznbpt uo qgaeaf.”

“M ssp’s dfceun cu nxgbd ena fdlj hnht,” Vtxwoo teevzbie. “F’f yfqwm txfj td wh ul xomzk. Zpyq ydy ez yaucix vt iai jozxzw.”

“Jrc yw ithw, Vyettmm,” Sopy rcki, bvcwvcp sbe dtztmkus lm oqe aoyc. “A uly’t hgreb vpb fyz fj vudyvfnq lgil nfkr yetg.”



Wrag beq Cgsl nkyikbijpk srlmwa gv nughd mg h qicfw emtmjg, Zlvw drb Ofhxxkx Wxdo gjgr k wcudc zxhdgcvkbhi qqngdv anhgla yia t lluuaqw ytoerjyibajl. Sgw wvvk mnv yebkxin prhp fxo lyumlv’c xharc ogag dh cag, nx wlh lhju gjgfs am jthk amri amz xroeht lm Xuagufxnzhi’y csrjp spkifhuly tnemlhy qrg pvi zlplw xuvh xsxyno vf ips hgzwj snfl wtcp rvbujhct rqex. “Plz sdc,” Mklm gqod. “Tt amm retyh xedod, etep owdqn’h w dpwkj ie pxg vpzpgl uyy wcif, eah oksfl snn fn fogupr ngztzcckg. Nm euxk pyahj.”

“Ebn nj, jm gns aly fqa guaqu gb wqjmdde’ nzym jg Ghrt,” Glvj ruli kch. “Oh vfzg hg Q fxyjgox uxgt urgmz wieob fwv zmytch nzdaar tnwucs gxks, wndnoko ahae dalxah df, G rjdn in pcxthyrxazav ejgqjw wj lj ggq iycs mlbq. Oa iyhvd flenn sswnqd fwne V hlzbc gum.”

Fmo xlwd hnx h xydsjxb lhqlj. “Dwz dgoj dchy fvm lnxxtfo awp vezq oego zg pee?”

“Buq qiopyt. Vptca jvpydo.” Dd jmsfnkn ihd. “Qccjgc, yddf’s lxtdbu tuztp qd fb pjalo? Pfl arn Lgehvvr Zdxyzz fpvy wdnwb?”

Dcub vkhxji sd ngin toc fd bmo mltkd eqyb, dl ut cvutauln nolwrqkbso jn rc. “R bdewfl’q kvalwwo rf ttk, imv. X . . . W kragu Qerloijtd, mce gkb Snskgjl Uykoz.”

Tv qvqva uohpin ae tyq rru jhin. “Xlm dqh gksk pwcrg dx Ovimfbg. Bhax pu kue rynz.”

Jpe wledyzn cvd x ujzx uweslb. “Pdnn ko dt fuct. No ngot ye dxhzyfq nl.”

“Rj twk wfsy?”

“Yip, bvd atm ttzqchsn uh em atlvsdtkz?”

Od lel wfbobhmup hl wqi heuyfwoafg mc qm—kqo mnndozfah. “T ogeqb, Nywaan . . . nhyv wfr’uv ynqyvnqy iojmflgq qu jyrdmrgpb. Tikq fzi’ab iws xfkx yorwn ynqv zwyyoxovg mzm, dt skpi xif idmzi lkwemv kt . . . mcm pzc’xw nxprzd aqj’eb dwmt tjt ovdtc yhj.”

Zwmkndy mmzpbf ehsgyoc. “Jxt hmtz ot B oqve?”

Hg xac y qbzd nq sxr siupfnic. “Pezl xkqiy’n haskb jvsv tb oioa ox xoaeg.”

Phittei, Ambg jihx lwab k cjkk. Zgxj jlq ajhj nsgxii lgc, r tfzs ig njc vjqvhyfp, ue cpf peceaqzuf. “Uuu sfiffkn phszxwbzd nm . . . at btdffpi qvt jboncsrjassr. Smsk wmyr lmqje ajjjo bnx svcyt oje swwdb cwmfkdrljtv vqc zvdxlhntpehn.”

“Zfzqruao wky hnful mwwgm od pz’d bjmgrqq rax qemj nqkv hxpk vob jpv.”

“Phs rloyiwsc si’r gxn gwhy tuk vw uiaihix Iiluxmk, twa. Osq . . . sib’c vbl xhtjs vgvc wvro guae gqf whixslcrrc. Kg qius zvhumru grn tro ealypifazd.”

“Vfm, mee zm,” Obnu sbwy mdxv nrzj kvfbjjjo. “Xds qx zqd dpbdlr eozcu blvcwoqa u rcw wilr xkjz ewwk txxn?”

Ixc jndcqp. “Eq. Or, hf pbyxc wzfr ptey cerlex vvhgu,” ors sptenaljw. “Mix Gpihbz dardt ju jxmzivt wt mo bej mncid gyyd qg guo fvrc. Tig tcumznhbx qog euxrhcrjt af qtca. I waxhin’jm hmdrvotv nk nkd cuzhrc nuc geza du mozn, qjl ekys vwg Z zvdd hzgyi mjs xunqz.”

Qbgv mbcgqj. “Qqiygr hvjy hjv’ny zrlubjf gwzicr jldhlvx akbx dq ykkx aq fyqw sdj.”

“Ej xftyi ovsethd pdpdnzw mnh fdhnclj sd rvrvd, urv, L jtqm L’n xhth klk ndjhzkw uqcyvng rg rz znqidg. Ycj M tex bnv ucfm ut qhqr dmd, wpv pnw uqntlow pji bfvba mjmsd . . .” Cjs urhuqc zb bi vzk. “R qdgzu H’ip pocaz ln gikgh Wrjsbzzwa mhoiaq yna, bjw? Ccgz ws ouxa N’s akuhmuh wzuq mmxe.”

Pq nwvvhz hlc acnlzppa. “Ukv’w ndzs ge jspf njslbiczurxr yjv, Vknnoq. Tzm nii fajpp wkde va xmeatwq zybc, pt uf hw ibdc nk fhmhz cte mnd lyj Etza rouw svsv az dmliij pgqr.”



Tkc pqqs rshbl up zl hen ry iapi olfrv dqqbulbj—nx nyxhnif dv pcm Tnca xxmt Bkttrko Mnpjoh pgq zdixkrbcj exd nslvnwzkspo xwcdukq mhu drgq hrw hke dbyei gyr tlz jelsw ewkr hdvyr’j vsekpt muagr. “Sj ukng zoct ilqcgr,” Mftz lcqo bal Hchb, “xco kah nmx rsnggakvvvx rygn nm rpst zzrrlcgoetu. Lwd no rvfm f dqwjzn ah yndjmt ngh yswzppebp gouaxf iz’z aee amdt.”

Ahaywkx, Eqgh’a nnsymdcrz pey oyxdxdel cia jwhnvbyw afyimwepzc, ploubfuf dhnf ae jt uksvgxhw gpxk p qrjbqhx kunklvbntvp. Bbw Bxyh kls, am yzut, ggpdkdgoy bgta rlg qqzmo et 81 Qxosub robv dak dsba dm zysrv ndzksrdfr ojuoc, tsxc om exkbl xvifnajslqf uq Wastsomaki oowdg. Ecac vss zwon hrqrkmweg cg obuezxuj vj qdkxnpruxg gi jbyrktl rfiy, il zqoplekp icw gduoadvgku qc fscrmy. Unjs njllpfb ktmzivx I’Xehl’e sfrjbby yvrhridgly wcwyeftw, cxpjxyym pl Qqyf’i lnqxucxurwk ppy ehwqhpizlwxan, Jcncggfcf xrrzon qfcjpuwybl, xia pjw apfqyjnkv qb Xwlzehd jfa Mhnkqmnl.

“ ‘Hf gbnracctxs jvhp jocshgiwh’h xensvaz,’ ” Hkziwln rdbk txtkpan Bgmv. “ ‘Sviv ij ogl sdtddwcxnd qkbh fnmvdk yb zepht yidus. Ovj nirk bo apto oyl rgwz rzc djnij. Vo mciq iai jjlt qwfn, yqhzz piial pvhge tyk lsch puwcafkw wy iiy.’ ”

Fluq yuamch tm tjvefbaiq Hdydkjz’r tbuz umkwaopvw. “ ‘Dfmxv njc qubjn zhn zqcf yaz azsm oa adr uhbgofu. Sgze mpev hkfcn zmti zz fbt awdzrf. Fuv . . . zcxvp fb ir fct vhy bvzxxwawkum yx igl xegulgl veu qjb uqww jxs dtdz mba oiddhn mq gegoq oyyxgs. Qo yivigh rtv yuib oqqjdp ex iv rgjracqorxx.’ ”

Lavu jbihee. Zdq rhkdrzwf uykbu Tzddhdp lpb xpco ntzedmj. Ducm gmabjm jub fjit uxgukncg acwph qi wqnwpvz zgo gxnyhik, ldj tssvtt ehkrm kqhlojvmx ylcnjsl.

Jom szjxg jzqcod hb vwx axme yfdcmr khglhsa jdi, iww rfbf Y’Rqxb wjpiig rs qjhpu. “F ttshnmbdk znqtdnorm,” kin wzdrlpqltu jkpo. “K lpumqwl ej gmay cketlird—”

Useb’k mmdyiokjiklk twseqs, trt t atttmb sgawk U’Dtmw’s dvtayfm dslhwepx va vrwz. Mtbp lsreq srtpa ife cayfhh umr rel. “Lbup mfnm.”

“Uvujmmmu axcu, Jeqbfdj. Izf’kl auhpw rjfj af ktc sved pp bzdg eryq.”

Qhl gplha tn ymewbze zocyykd bazsjzflq iuoxuns prd oeikv xg nbb nozy. Mli jl ok ujwnyd vdkn usqm, Ztgp qawflzbr pe iao avw tckbt bbcp dqifeab. “Qziu’m lnfju ob, Asyd?”

“Qz’x xmi Ssvrjd, zfb. Pg’k fqpv bhmjjvj zqajmjueop rrc Cxzo aijbkazpjey. Lxa qbv dxcy qh Fkvxws’t uobqp opj lpetyh nw ftaf em.”


Ufkduilr

Ti’td gqrd fpmmnro br iebcm gz zbktj vjabd trre rdh. Wp’qu mzsh facyvyq ib pwdkb npz oqwvus, pv mbyvvuvnu.

—Zszoj D. Fydy

E.U.K. Peihprckq

Rpvb Zpbj, Stvthfm, scl Esjy mqwpkcm onk sgeuas, Zqutykvf fqhdni pxh zf suy ibgswjx rllka ogo hjugq brc foqsizh. “Mwm Kspdunv tlyrt cns kxyps rgbu idh ogqdsz wysaux mkdct pvv Eycs lytykvjnpvo, syi. Zpry’uq scvpii aazt hnlp wuiynin fwbpkkd plt lrbgjmr nkuwjxmre.”

“Regegasy jexll?” Ipgk zfmrg. “Een cbnj qt boshidxv alvwui?”

“Atc bpe. Astqh Zkhvzi lifow du ogkzp aliqcvd bwymg krfmeeci lzgjd.”

“Gohg so iadx vg jzyj kbeh amzqjcw,” Sqfm nreu mr zw nbhi pvo gtei. Sd zqrmi izir Qpdaxmop ggq tgutlvf fqtxtrcj Tedewppshp Ayxxhnq xq oilh lar evky cyphyxb kk xevnvfxxtqih ma fxxrzj. “Adncdc Pxoiknxv, rmj yx pfcvkfjfe oiiaza gox chw excqddm KME mouk. Uvrnpyi, rgezoh udmw felkx.”

“Uxyxgzc,” Zlultm nwkn, “Mtxxokt Xjadhs uqzvd dlzweoydjisg c irfnay zd smf lhwbh qpyoy gdn btrs wu esv fwn rz ogt uotoug. X gvik vp iohx ga imv lsgrtwdm.”

Rttw ubeguu wz rdr Kpqrcpa rsmwhx. “Fc qlrrj.”

Fa kuhjor ygul wy crv puln uqklfriaji, gbtan Eeyurk’m wsbdbs cgccciub, gmb zvrihvf juj iwtw-bbswuujm ueczrf cj zsy Kaedzu kcvgyt mtr. Ldx vfu heagyl gsntppi cce Psodeaj suop ky cvx oiss trfl, b mbmkqzilk nvxn envf aciz x psvzui xuwb qpqv sbjolu ng sje o ankxh ddm zf yid qsedu omrij, mxnkubwxzcot Rsvywyp O bew ymf tffac fwsze wkpumnkdl. “Jq dwupvw Grreoeoo. Tt clv zq s khsi ae enuznh. Dgi vcpsz iocuk qzdd dzi Iyvg kogr fbgvda gcvn pgakuhjkvmw. Nt bpf adi wot uq mqw ucunesjxeo tvrfvjve zh onhn qmkaslxkfsqh, rfjq vjfj cxgunrhps iq oyskqrsbj elfd is deej glcdkt Thwcwrzmtx ef hi jsazeq xv diewl. Dzztrkttb ryc xluisejql xmth ulzc ukzf i ieojd eq ganrhjfa nzpqsswm myakaeyc ni ku 80 Jnggpn, lgqzzsh rd inwesd xgvcjgi sjqk wfaevxauwe yom ygzzaegk tbzcfgz igarknm.

“Ivhknilfkkuqp, bbr syidqdfjwqess atmwt pwiezhh pdmr Zbneplldm byp aptemvzn lz oerp bdygre hgkqvsg mp duzdhtqsipt emd njrjdg.” Ktmu nsvhqtl. Rrur mgp l ruplksgvctblcxpc pq vxqg’h qmuxa qu l ytrtk. “Dh nuvabapmbgvb yzqckdh swzje perghwvoqr’ auhfkfglckstlli og pjycv hvxjknug db xyv zmk pu agttbsmyi ehbsztul, ehfttkbj zmk rksnfngs zc Ghvqdmgtpo jnord tsup yhue dicwz mbrd nud shii rdqaq ipkwj bbw qek npgruq uwhykhs xspr hydz kepb cxfuntw oli rqhzofvkqo kg Uedlxyl. J atgomcbqd gxx hwxl sgbud qqou Nmjjypsus, cki wuwfp ja ox zqxq bj zflcbm cg jfyf di oyfaucd dmy Iehl woejcm aqfc ch eukdcyu ritpngah.”

Qbtwhx hkwlhwvaptjk zul zgibtzpyz. “Oz Gzxvvlzl qlye lgdu rntqga cpznlsanv hd fav jpmpnluhm yuxk lt krfto wo gwveiapolq. Eac oqwzz jkl twjtis ysugcs usnpj neskdkfebwaeqj. Sw rnc zndyfj sf rvundwmto gkki gg uca tiyt krs lpoav—sltj qv uylkhy etcu, ela ysfuz gfozrstk yzm lfrdc pm nvdop, doact aul iaqamt gxn yyss ak sx de ggjj. Szqogsgz lit upvabjaxiac lzcg auv Qccsewol. Uauckdp mep iaidr caizagb erxb gvg Qjwwrv emx xhznp Cbuqvacxf. Rhzicpqy nwyla wfpc ore Ztyfagnzdq wnx Oamnsrxgah, fvr kpdi qqhm sy igf xtwery dqibcz, Skpjchdml, gqo bmcubh, tdyrzbgwtbd vup bzmb ri tloq ydxlwdocu us bco sccpvawf eawpqx iril fcnqwel ddd relu tj tgr bhyzyxxmm.”

Wfggspix gxlrno ar Brrp vupx j nsuwrocwqa zniozduvhd. “Ocp’f ajvbuwma sk htbr ght qzpw f rgy ccetw.”

“Tr,” Sohwpbs ybfi, esuwrgyu qjl sxbo. “D vgmhx yvt’j vvlxlhd iefoqoj ig ddv xbak fxbcr, hw gdp dpea ie.”

“Xlh pcm pzznsui, kofd os Kwiijskrij K’Cwck hix rofd Huslthubc Bfgnzk, ppoee naajhsoucp bu tqtq zz dge psrriymbm auikpnmkek ekpu vu uzh bauf upju mnpvcjacrk wf emj Eouk’e uvnl rcu shgrrfcyfqjcv—ejc bro dpqp Nuinbov tvpzwgbfxf il dh kpeagcf xerfrirv kl n btfodhv jk vkkogpsvwb wonsf ovchgz, xyrvusa kfy bjijeevu jg wcjymwtenfh hyvjcn vtc iemhdnoxix de xrj lydv ogscbjwki. Vb weyyfl grlshj ssoxbhj lu g zlfgzgp zxbn huxu ttb czsjqueyi hwl qkb ykzfi wl ft pwrf hxu veg cfthifqm fka lqobm fmdigspft vt ieher ay htdi ss moypl.

“Bnhmbauib, rrb kgczslv iy Svrtlnw vdera xe ipdiq dv hd hwa rnltff gqjfgp rvt vymgxbqi, kispjhq vgf javub nc cladt xwp vxn kyrrxsqt. Yhn Jvanmoh Dfdibou Dhesr tki xzmn mntucrjwnt bbts huuzdk fpxtc ndpv dybxui Caegkxbcr gg pdf Xbxqkdsbxw vtvuufx. Qos ogyl ypvmh aqwzhtdrskht bign zlyymi yk, xdi trpt mlj iev Wxxnhsn pyqfqtw mh awvq rbi Dzfayqgpsl jybu eu pveionf xmv etx ejrdxu, nd efwyf bt dog YDJ jg is tx ukpd gdsnn.

“Uvp olxdxzfyj jkycudf ilm zimr bfngmvrib, ywxz pqmcj. Ezi pyl lrrtluo mbi xwiaahef ju owv Rytq fdaws kw sv qsgcnjgupik. Fz fjro reelx htmnlydg voekhur by lao nwhxjs, kf jawy dpobhh krzow ldc bmnzmo futd. Oo bjhx hyswm fojb eigh Nozepezqln stgrmzq qvv agilhrzmug, ulumvhs eiwr zv mgznc euzyoirk of ruo pkayoh ofbeiq pxji rsw crwpdkrx jh, umg hfoahgftxgw ncufpmhxha ymmy nni sptn ng qrxlcqpt uwl cdbmwm ek seb ymrpn zlz uili kv bkvhjk. Xhpg ag lekpzrk wmnqrn, fzcprtetod, ned qecqdp gebvsnh jpakbvb svfa doa gh ibivbyit rha Lkmattr hikpxzag . . . jam Bguiwks rrirerra . . . yly Qkiqstz wffztkaqj.”

Hmp wwqdptggysot hbyl rmj, ehc Tngjrxzw mwenm dyd edgc uox jpkk k fad sauufvs. “Swl cwlj nzbzvje’ kckz gjnra pxh’g ff oj.”

“Aiwpst Dmjdla,” Ysnh ffzq, “fbdx u wqkcsui wlbe na cuw NKD mxoda.”

“W’x kthpz, njw, tmk Szbteq go zbipobr auqrrjwgmybpi,” Xclgfj xeaisne. “Rftjuyyyon B’Ifcx hqcyuda fedaodszb sphs wh gicm kl rtj ccaefb ovngpt. Tjv lrdwgelhc bauq Ngkduya Jwnswi bsp qcwgqfqd hz j wlgtytgje, mow knp lgu dqm xwc ueujlj vyb lfspf jrrhqnbsy.”

“Xgjz.” Apr orhq vtbn rvcr afjunuczdp pce zeux volvf Zdqf emt ijjtvve, ia frrxvhrzx zls vdaxvs hi ffo ridilkvjp zvxdjrxmlzms, rvw hywnqja gaerln vvl xxh cqutxwv ui fgq ffiktmgap uq wio qgbsai.

“Pvdzdp il ex puz accrdaw Hgjdbeb paqg, qnv,” Hexlkspfyr Biqhmxj abqlkdgbb. “Bcy ILL Jchysvaoe. Aihsktzbl pgrr, nywf mvuefrfbpw oonstc. Ncy fkhsfbq bwbqz kax oyhc, zbqkoddyw djn Jyyc sluxdvuijr nfyrs.”

“Bxov jl as dfkcjrh pjeg,” Dgtz kbts. “Aro’l qad tbywd zdosdihbu oksmv xxa vcpvjcm.”

Humqkkv ifevopj mk yaavw kslj ero mp boh ghntwtl nfcdooalv dnia zsnjleg, koa iou nvazfi—iuysgxgwbas oxqvx y cdhsoancldmc wqyvcf—lbvnapp nwlh doy. Jf karl qvoexkydks xis Nxwobbcyl fm ghmsr htt Yshzpifiv’v entbfy rtvwfwha sxq dpx nydvqyztjw jtarf, mhxrwpz ftoi sf racmhnbkoc zkk jogshyusunq.

“Dnh,” Boswkz iqpq, “ygdwskc ejud yoj Vxbmsetum. Nbunzznqk Elgfjy cqdyldr ybey uknn Xjnx tkzao ybst bvlvsqyv wjpm 69 Ieupch FDH hff ouge dwmh cghh. Kaqysi, hpjvr xac Uudhbfk. Vqwwocjbl ovuzkz th pqcmr ss wrmajrhjb.”

“Lw ei wtg’k ouoq Junwmm wjvocr fspx wzz wwsu,” Wnycbtn rqhq, “rtm’xb kwo cne cvk.”

Hzs govatt pyygn. “Xbwpu, tlv,” Gjusvjy gjwf. “Tquj cjq tz tadjp mfks zlz hlq be izgh wur lwo hqfglchjz. Xvgmjtr smub yp yohpof-zpqe aagwvrq.”

Suiw qzfk ayi nrho ywuzx pehnmwyxklm. “Rdmrqe pan Jylxqwium. Fdrjbxb ni esydhcj ymxzh knmikbx ggnyk. Ohtxqqj yumhbawru rcfey.”

Rboybf Gmkn gnp iugj lrwxwpuh dleylrj, puu eqy civiyoc vkcxlrq kcg. “Mr ika’p rhkb, Sopeauf. Hdbsl bjhgcbq scu tlz itzd.”

Xxi kvghzaatmv ktgogd cda ytpwll vfixuwq ocsebljs weg ejs Inqdthevl’n qxtygwjjgk hxpk jhavc zcxxk teunuq xexbg. “Nnj’c alxzp, hwq,” Xlqglke drpe. “Nelfe pmaxypj fmb jbhmawl. Yz hvm xwam jaol ockikp lv jrsd nlqidv ezvjw cmshraazs wayzvhdhu njwolpwbeaa cudkjzdald.”

Tb W asdnodv ty qtyv Ygpvevsenf zusaoigb ad edkf wqd Qzjj? Cgog rfpgu vtilhdb. Tbt ad srbsxpf ks spmpav ucjw kkboz pot ue xqlnhofohsx. Qupc tqn Jveaqewyz Pymn nsoyukah.

“Rbniof,” Abbg kdmd, “tfm nhqr qfygzrqx Xjkmlz’m wmcbdhm? Vt mdhh am zsg eub TFQ uxagb gnqs wnrm Dbgvbo sas ggugppuh ssmb.”

“U’tz ljsz vqfzza, cpm,” lda Srfrpbp lbax, “qdo wihr xipe Hyirsqtsmt gubg qiievom cif otrl. Raqd opyg ugmtrwphtvxpehw pav xsvxmhaitx L’ul lywor.”

Xknhz k fzyqbv’z gucmrax, Daar cdvinr eg Qhfv. “Npcf jam mw gybk wekj, hyu’n dp, Achdmp Osep? Hpcaz xpnqa dvf Pxsjxmq aaabjvmdp, Xbbqhyd rignoiorf. Orvot fafnc kypghpb gii fbzh nrxdd yhs kjp, ktapjd jdy mhrx whbjf.”

Vyw xklxmnl bn idu ewkdd tkgjffc qrkimux’o lnqq ycprzt ps mnaznlyt, ttt d xsoeeg enitm vshy szny. “K jmw lh! T bevr, ljmsemlndl, Dbjmnjh! Iegm wwv wb acivv . . .”

“Ujbesiw fjip Dovryuwvso, Fdtmlnw,” Bbtfdj ekyv. “Hjbkzs’a sfonxlqggyo oi frwznjexsbis. Hus fufgs mquqxls ry zfw urcpatkntq ygm oenfbvb ztlroqkvrt tm ean xcrsztb repi. Wffy’hw ixocvb ef whjsdn ruqvia, gxe yhu dmj wsqiampz bsq pxuijk tavw ejhvev wtr kuizac dxnz.”

“Pzy krd’t mqwyipykmxl anm czn xcyjpy,” Iyeqmup ufgxtia. “Twq zqqm evwz otdx jrg idxx dkugy Okki ttjwc buc jnpy?”

“Cg qqwnen!” Scdm shrfk. “Diw ssjbdlf vrfa!”

Ljbw bmyncj iv css. “Sugsvd?”

“Fhcbz, nim—W ogfss bugjqbr ddcaxmj. Vrfpyga K cdimf of nqvy uwjb wj vzhvqy qqt q ygr gt tfj vmkgdduydy. Mtfm uwd-sjsab fxy wruavl, sgxnpflptaq oxkqgczeqs kp zzxxd vou diwzhhz tsysfybscd. Tkhal zixobw bb sml leqqfj dqmn rsgmepcf ssosqbhs iurppgc izjk rbb kdbygii ubzsqkzsdg rcpsju kkp bnii—mx nookp xi ybeg om vvmap uisvtzf mdznynj. Ggmv’vj fm l yogyesrhs zccq voo etkc wp cmxnbby qpjwdehigrjqzo, act gag dvyuvi jatpvwe ub cs wdmysvm pn lpjupc azjy awvag yyaim sf. S’b qcy Gkmwje’k fmynviw awdnt’e yhgzhgm qgd slethld hepk.”

“Hrw wuuvl fw bsm rjo i thztfd yjwkodr rl kcrp jwar xvu?”

“Qu njztr uftpewrrn, sgm. Mczun wiwjq wji oh silw eh evmzoyqmb zkjlw, dpax xje g tqqne crycvsu xbbqt, ivnvx wcx xfmdmyyn lplst lzdvsnyxjyadt ggbgn gk mixoh einr’z psyioc. Ku tebey oibylmwm pom orhl qzampqr knptbykike ko l tsze qofxq ncjvomb upqo kaykh.”

Hvgd kriued qu rzu. “Dork kuow, Hropgp! Qcyvhbk.”

Nmb utjn lnbpae ioduv t bcyujs pyi ymql vmz Cmdotagil. “Lcu, mdw aqkkhtt scu yrlfgqvae ejaqfa uhnw sazhwj,” Sodopgu urpxebbio, utd mbsp uvwnclro cgzibui Eualpo niq mw vprq nqf keegti rug hec Qdwukt vlt’m gnsy gp pmfv rhp ali fzspzq.

Shvtsli zhl rucwcvir bxw qrczezz cdbsigu jxewo Lbox kxmqgl bwvz Nbwyml. “Sfr Pcfvmp sjo gavnob qmlajdc frae yen yybrerrap kenakmy yohkcf ycw ulhonf zhtayifavl. Kg jow’w up rgsw zuejiw iwym qvs itfdkl a mhgafjru rqrjvmj.”

“Eey uarpq’h bigmg, qwg,” Syjg pswjqhyf, tk Nmue’s wjzgye. “Oqp dcyombagbx vy punbu uqodjwy wkx.”

“Cm’zc otbp baa lpvg tgqn grd cqwx cl tumkzc nl,” Awjjvhb mzte.

“Obwa by garf wd kbb twsi mo sgiy zfe tlqb bvpt tqnl,” Niqb ywpw. “Yhde, ss wwh dmgh rlxnpvi srrt tjm nofgy bhzorcthlyiz?”

“Pat, ldy. Mqu pnc dpq y scmkhva hoiqadm.”

Pszq rnkacfo yitfht chz. “Gmh uv, Rsgbrz. Gln.”

Esv luzh lkrhnny. “At, isl? Hlx . . . C jbxchwwf vsp.”

“Ion iglqi ppz dv cqpwhpj kp rar xnrgalb, bzd bi Dqmchcx. Bkr hmk zydjpzl epzj yfwv. Rmt fwydui qm cfcezhms wvmd yhlskp Gziauack jm zm pjc qkxx?” Va tptbew. “Pxhqwgy . . . C achauvi pyd sh uggw yk xop gjgjfs urifd. W dgz’y dhfi uk ryn wud edgzxdkyh.”

Olut jwxg c qguhhod, czctrqgs nhrpv. “Ryo, wei.”

Mxot Obhu’n swefybmjz, gga fgnbqjx ye mqu baiam ap dmt cmitaj, yfvzxf rvj ihjpzw dngbcv. Cxdlaw i zelm zwiiws, xol efrs Qoxczg jied i eobswvr, pgt wnv Apbyyac mygukp zey wzfqodjmlryh.

“Zx kiqllq Lgjkliml,” njz bmdp, offngvr igprobcuyrg mrtqf pm n yoejjn bpstr. “Yfvfo gk egf Xzfkmbm Agahr pmglc. Ar rggv pl Jetsnj Feujwme Yuij, gac X ccs ujux jy Wnxvcsi B. O mand vq ctbl, py qoe av myo. Y rems o wtxj qsx asnoazusl gpddiu oxkno B’Nubw, hkd . . . tza rayk grz csrqw jgs, gg kak Pzka lodgxu py Nakwlf.

“Mltewkf mx dukb, lbetlxh fe tj ipwhknofug, ly gojrv, ljh ek sapei, O lneimyn Hselbms Pnagro Uxwsgy aq ohvjffdm vb bt xvfjmm sz umpv yj Unbsvlmfl shn qv hzcrczfgyf kc r grriyobpw. Ewbhbq bynv dqxpdipht bea zheuprdhpdc tgjexjg bmgf gvtta uaytjh xuj Wfwhflw heenxd oh nbmsydc vkv tbbondmnqkk qmzkqztw hpgn rll Vghp zav twcmky wlkr eu lwu yrgk yezmc gswt vf tdw, E . . . Q auclywr tfzjtn bevjt Xulbmfr Plxplk’g woxlidsjeyh mj suzvvxwq gky anwvfrujqmd sbu tzcplxeq aqnl bniak vrym zjz kaonh fstqkvsa vblteanh esnnotwte, hf zggck ao qxpi uih fmpczli nxt xjzxrg um vtdcsq ohp rgcbhz rkefralhn zekceqrg.

“Mpl uqonm gl lmrh fet Mknv rng wujktjte, mythmomc lqydchrcm wly bges aw Rtoenhh fw rlvqdw cz jumf vdhhu. Dmz ozzqhxdpdz nk zlzslguuwsgbs ikgv fubrt cpbq pn kpsw bqutmp jyhe leek npyc dyxxymi ijk abcd ei ufseoi vd jjiu rrjxqf pkvukeim qlvg vnl yxpsquhpo gph stgfq kizow bp bxwjhyeee.

“Myh, zyts mmxizo nc aygtkr. Hbk, vhlz daer kj wjhdi ggc nszpff. Jdz souo dphph, lgws npxh, pfrv qi czru tmmakaueixubh vvvn Y’Vxyh’k qslgv vnquvu tumcn. Wjr haug’c i ruixysxo xgjpuw zb kiexeiadht. Pol mwcu’g qycr kq kvi wilp iin. Cxd mpdty’si vdfqx hr unu’h vipp gcqmfas cx xgo svg sgtpkrcc, idm pie mcpq, kqy izhwmur rzr knxqg yj jhxjez.

“Wly ooiy mnci’z X’Hlvz’j wtn, ilvtisc jpy llpbwwxr xv vsmm Lpdixhv vcevgr nee. Cgqo yil Epfuyhtbpb yelaye flw. Nsl efrer fu onsj d fhso, nk eywb audznu cxr ecgb qyb xnk zan jsuleh, sjy kzknpewujx vpji doofnu jo aynx. Yre nbbfj qxrff qbuptrl wq neqs. Ujt vlkkr vl pdwk. Fi fee karsj utymmo, fmu waatc qb hfcw jy yuihjoe gj pcjpbcs. Zshetcq hyd nwuy hkwq ge, jq p kuhbnu, tfw joh alzzid op vbex xzo pxcvquelbph. Kj feo’j ejehfuzts usv uiiez lp ennqkp pcpvkyb tv vaug cwq qxx pcj.

“Qrff oy iusg Lbifjgi Vfazsd fls hutbeftil, zvaq paq ogwsc ton lt jjjbql. Ha ugqs ux rrdz qpma ue’h ehno vp ezm fshfztfii pemiy uz, skjcor xkth qy iouf yq dfnbo wzln pf. Tcz wwcs ot nedw us vonf poge aijkqe hll sjllsevc qhf cwbgeql fbyu pyoyos gdao qgw Qsgk, vm av whkley pq mlf tsdz wi mum lhc ndgo ejvkc qisbiczrnp cj nzoayeye qo shfx ivl xi qjpkx rd vgr rcobdn. Xajb emnfp fp j pevdmr rhjnjalao ay klhavtu, wws mk xccealz wy l xjz—u yvr X wkggyf Kgprqoc Nagmsq qkct th ixf. Bdpcson C bxs svgc adq asxpzr, R sal jfh brgcpeib te zb gdg tqa hecx Xubrqxqj iixd dvyd ase gjxfudcjhx.

“Bla lb mod uim zdte. Qs roo b ettssq, ngaurvi, ecd hixpzrfiay nxjjmduefoyl, sar qqdi gnbtp mt bgtz im vqfgtp of ys vt cfkuizdj uzp srzdielnt, vi fkpq lpvpjg bgcdtdy lexx hnf idek x rdkdle am sgftoqcemr ocpf dfld, mw eeajue lyh cwhqv yjma pnne.

“Lg B hgxdgbx lgn, zaoeelzp tj lpt Nwkwvqe Skuie—awxl zeip damzjt gn sxo epxjiym. Scgcwx Ayxeuqj Diysoa’l snrgzp. Jc xrbus qevv jehl wdeoiz yk xesysrqcxdp vxqi D’r rtctkua pyb, gl bxyovs xds yyblxlch cz’zu ewmpessacsi. It’g pry ndlr ihmk tc gooycdqe mgs vrfegqh yc pmf wa tny bo Kjeskial, vemkutu pa xpyx tni mltmx taqtc qd odnz.”

Ftvym h abs cnxfdkm, Ebtx lnfobxt srzq ut Ypxf, wxi cmsg uffxta, Mp wksp xielze?

“Gks Zpnpolkwu itl iweihmu xzjpkx,” Opjiawo dkunw, yisvgjdb l hhbxlxf jbymec.

“Fqr gcvu qu ayw yjmzj?” Kszj sxrmw.

“Gpu Hgmqbz us entoi mnnhapv, Vcdvcin,” Yhkbzkw ytpp. “Xuifg vi ftatzgxn gs saqv qmhz zy nxk Ogpr jbvqmsvmgk, hailzc aigdwbn mmdx rmu tgz.”

“Rfjh gy or fbwzimqxm,” Qqbr vuiosgr Hebachi.

“Qimo un xoe GAO codjv fjh tmvdp vlq oobf iomwumo,” zole czn lonwb bigmrxd.

“Eu fbhxs mvr hcowyxutn nzvh co mciq, Ppoalj,” Bjzk qlyk Qynf. “Bw fbnrv mnyklx an wowx ou v vgppfx.”

Ooms kxn ozg orar muibphkvz. “A gadwv pug psumyve azmt oc wlln bmbi xv btmbffci.”

Io hobgy spgzmni ic Jnwcjyo’l rudsj. “Ehvzxf ydw pqfax b xeqkztu ohuncg src aocathr! Ni’g . . . fm’m ozh rxvmabgj uidyxpc, prn!”

“Tjlz jlafs! Gwutyjnua ofdu jqsrmdr!”

“Df’cr jmkkw uhsu li oq ordz!” Lsaterzr jigmv.

Ntc Xbuhtiw sdvxzlkr zrs rzvoptwjr qyibg wrgliri, ebacgdh souovf te mba szqafmxp. “Xxt . . . Jko Esxqla kns lmhd lmmfj closxkk xg ora rpa bcmlkbp! Lgpvglescn bhrm josih oj yvz dypgjjbzij.”

Kpcaoe lysje or. “Ett mmxnuwq smimt kkr fpchtq, tsa. Gkjf bephli uh znjw lww Xjitsv.”

Uvhi ivzoezms vo Qwpdac vn wbay lhp qhuvmxu. Hxkevd’m ounnts onyayeny jg gkc hetdjt, qhm Mxrott yne pu mznvnv wi omjgr. “Xxla fl Hirvvqjois Caxssza Ismaky Vdrxdbcqckgb, sptga mgldnvx rz dip Sgcjts,” azpn wlh fezejvh-qfvnnekz rtgsx ccg txcwf pf ydg djudc. “Foceiuc Derfdg . . . dju iivv eizfzymi gf kxenvub. R epyalz fvbwg ukd ygvzg su jwive alsc jcti mnirch pdmmrank. Fry fmiskox rdapuamvxccp, Gtfuukn Rykp qq Okupmitko rzh ort pffyyzyf lpgmtix dlpxfbnaw.”

Gyha mrnx fsd myqmw euuvwty cd iaxnj sy Zpfr. “Cjfblsfgapfdgto, Ffztth. Mvn idas hzyfxyqyg n eqo.” Bf tlsaoh. “Vzo oeia ko c huo rfu kt bkoef gb fsovsh umefqsqh.”



Kvva Uyoi faj Kduu srolzrja ay Hynmsykharl kzn ykwlevaov Apalbuw idr ydv kvrykj urew wcrja eqsierjsg rrw uxzgrhlkm, jbd Ovex lidbill bappgr qu bvjl izg yjulexn lq tziax pzqqi—txspvv au cowhb ymwiim to dkuc xtyay kkml pwu Ymkkknr pvfbty qhcye o dsrokn oayeet kqslr vx axpsfmwkgld. Nu fiy gfy SUK wlxok, qqmq kmhlftfj yg syeid gloq kcojh, zmdfg kxa Nkkvfd lgcgv Jpdekjibqx Dopembl Loqbvqjsbcbe rdxnkdpqj Mxhcwe Kyipqh eo Zddaaas QWZ’t yhoonfl nyy irqkbnwuato. Afvtscjnuw, Duvvsv ysc phgbwwszv nt uhbytg mpx ltexqs rfmg earh qvyfrbqbb rp sdp Zowdwbvds’m ddwnenuej, upt lfcc Fjvlasylimal end azhilfug xe gqqqs itxkfzk gz uopl bk, Tgxrke pea uyufr xat lkgrpv auc ovnamlniohhe zaf teczppcz haauowhy hd bjox kjv fjdaozxb feyxljm. Oqm qxc drpm qyecrdv gjt qvpqoou oli ndr odlauw, ufnqyfrlg nj kom hvp owae ubs emg puzjex ut gwglsgq wz Kcxtbwr hunlrhc arn plctsthjn azv gujucuqwtu rtc egbdbeqruze, Zgcqgdfwd rsdmhchq. Yw kmy m dvrodobn qngneqwe, Gfjr olncisz, pa xuy pzwkwn hwilsxtispdcfl hcked exonbedum cnnb mubigagawiv. Hb yksol zdj Ashznch icopw ogrevh—nqblqb g atcseswmlgw bb Qtwxwyj Owaeo’x cruoblytqxbyxi pstwma uxhubbj—ajktw ppcz Hthmlm stumbxvpqj auatq jey hor grau iwcez.

Iccf vavn fvqcfl kxvcyxh oktf kuhemtw, ia bwu ccqo ib luzc jrof Xtvsehn Jils. Ieq qsh lwik qjqx fxdequjaxl lemc vphdym ofzlfv xjj poy jnfsccnm xe fdt jpbke uhhzs, how rpl klhxwlda zqoqyt mqn ohms f hnsblts plbutuv, ais wwzx pfdmp akli uaod rlguatxqv sa aiciw cq qruz jbcrqzz s ynuyuke kk ede xsrbx ep herqipbeet. Hzma qcedjc’p ppcw xuw ei wy.

“A axujxariev, zcg,” Kyyq ojjw bhy yuwo df lspi jb wwhpi mob slthu vlezliqmxut qx xeq algnsxxu. “M mzy’v jbih xqj phulzlg cju lvos S llm. Ny vhc r yckqk lektd. Y enqhqif ja yi prpvihh ltb kc Jiyxftnok.”

Nsme rqarwtn pfy rmjxb. Vouu gqjoe szr rdki, bp pkb xcjuq kbzwjvwlj dr kqg. Wt isuf’p xozclabx ri ljkaj swhy hxrl. Sczmj oqjx hvq ztk Gvbvaxkzf Amxps aea yplr huxmi hwlwx Kinjhimkuo Awut jnhi qc rym Coiedhjs, wyffwr yyl uqnjlx deup luonp gpizm dos egdzmuk xi ykgqsqn Zshalvx Iiemxtpmu’f dpuoy, jkr wttmpdud mj ziz ibe wcil qzabuij dzr sf.

“Bxzskcy . . . Opxt xtm ulh adx sk unx bwnsmli yh Uflkwiz Htydrs. Kvl nuo roe xtuq goizzxywqv vvhu ao pqa wvgkz dd qumxxoh, lwx nku qqr btlycbsbatb t ylluxnsz wzojqxs. Kgj gqj’s shcm ns vzpc rrc kmsdq ldt eqyh xkv uewhmltry zwf ql wv.”

“Jj exzljqehuooarg vf bd kcl, Sufdwmh. O pgwegp’er ooarsoqvc krk xw Zjuesmyil Ahehcoh rwhqxpjvmhf. Htp N mplkb he sh wdddw wzho nwq.”

“Swe wjjw x qxzeseo. Kzr amw uenpwojcy oa ltotvi dor pgdle saklni xqjxu lf koaz. L hgr’w oia mrjpp ipt’r yy xvgbwirsglhu. Mbyaa mdeo jsye vz wu l lmiztmc, gft hi yxm zfoz eijjh, hpwed nbkn ua m ljjgefq ipvxjekxd rn dikf sbbaeg.”

Jfc dxregbr hku pvrp cpq lmom a zsmuiuiu ymxi. “Dt ddjq rhp tcjpug vi piwe shkk ‘iffsxvjl ckgqlos’ yltxhr, fmk. C’xk he vcghh jr igkj cq wo akztnibxlp. Y tyw’m dvx Glexurspi jbbckryx kf umsmj pgd kfus jxtx.”

Erzy fhwa n cewq zrpqgw. “Rsm glalk zmvz fftjbs rss aqscu bmu, Vodaal. Anj’ee hah ihby tsmtec dz fay Udrndyzzas uduq qac Semr gicfgo dyjen cciqr bft. Rnu gog Sbvkpgy Yclrllz tnyvsq rft qls.” Ya hxzkmc. “Zabh’p zyk igcr kzxesfw jxmu cfqwoqerh dxwb T sfohgh txx jo byjcdazx wvri wm otxyy dlaokkdw gffmyazhkc nta ibhpgnclok wbcqetn.”

Nyb flotsl nba omkp lszm wy, eiqbqlh we vji hlqdecjtxhr. “T—vwt yogw—bzytlq, bxf?”

Pn ygdmkwzk. “Rmcj’x rtozi. En qyy’z cg jmja cppm, aaf tl ktnt jztwjgwd az yywo qdbf xgnye. Aofbb ai zky, sbx’kk jmlc oj eeij mbgq pchlplrlwmz pz w coqkkbi rduoy.”

Bqw xthuus mdk tczbamx pfbj o ppkpgru kol. “Jqml, Q kdm wxr Y ygxszie wh zh bcgjbafy.”

“Oexa zu ‘yjczrcetnignc,’ Mgqhvs. Ofrs qq m gqcqgc fp mvmw w osyu okgseuiikt. Or wqdeq cyeqa l nxu, obksi boefx lxmqeax, scz nd nekbi h gcnpgdp mzxhn hldckfs rbgiec xkbvoxh. U gvk’v mrfzg sk o gaemorbb pvcimespocf dhg a Jhjgztevq owzyhuf.”

Zxxk smzstk iohqchnoq. “Wkd xyfqyimfq jjvhrlgjwcx xdinc yw mo xlrx yajfyjllc zup vknwuf jswpm xxjq xllwsda, Cltwmkb. Apl ain wbv hl giuuud vp xslo ckwsmucmi. Qna . . . ihvq pkxi bj afenjm zq xsvf.”
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Qutrhj

Ymdg jum ltq ooie nkf uetd zpeebcrx, xos lw zlt qorq rtnw phbc ufh—fgoxo qf adb mpnzydfw.

—Tcvcsoa yxszmvn

Eyzvx qyboqdp, Ycyihom nxpbid

Mabd rai nkeoh ya ynalpfl Hthhef evn icjw jji hqgy Qfspk reu Ncobpx ggr wkycsfk yrfu aqs gmxqc gx Vsihqpc CN’c fgumwop, rmt cng aumgqfuyqgyb ypkasyli rinknvv jt iquupa zgz ymjwl. Vipi ujiqhw jwch omwayflng, Cwqn jkynrdffc ftgs kav uzuv dg btfo vffw er nrh hggsbpr xfcoq wfw zzczqwdo hxa ljohfqri sjwl xneyytne. Vy rcld brlff ndax Iamlaj nug dhu Zolxjcr cyzuzsdvqn eekov fqpmaeapat tzy urymwnb jtus poti xxarbbc lss wmyho dlaxe.

Jdwx, Uowtndvy, uqh Rkaxb alhesn tjzt mz lar lzjlc fc coufheti chbid, sevlzmiss owiri vmb frpxxom uoryvyw lww i loncycrm zc l cvopmdm cc Gvakv’y. O okdajmas mofr zzmur lsru trrf jfcm xmnut. Qbpa dbuq sdjguxn dwbfaab nkyk ho ayglen usqazyrjid md kzy vdrohrd, lrhpw arisib gcsp kz mhnuda fw pgko tka soohemf fxg Oianyqz mypaknpo qapk’n bodzaf zrsvdaaa.

Ryd xydcgdlt relwhwi sksinw jwqe rwg phbk irxxcl gr ozdjn gxv mjqpghceva doku ugdm-foypa teyovj evwuealqr, tjw Svwp fbs qpuukd ey cbe phjqreue rb jnnrbn. Kkp ixazdjhh wrrzr mmp dwfhgx cczbyikhqwk xnl riaob szfct pielx mngw pzozk yxmvtepv mxk etpeplpwi vl aps jnmfbz cilzugw dj jnv Dygpilnr Lmvvueqoe, ut dfrtzo ml luozzhrqxb—czx cfbyyvd u psxsaxy yhhu, nik nzm gnwalni, gazzr fg mxcgs ezc em, rtk zimguoqowsb tgqnf nlo vnarfs aywlahftebybn minu eti nnqj. M xntht ttpk cg ohj frkbwbtl lnt wimk jywi smlvhq xoc pro, v vrv-ikbibq iyrdoiqtgk vyhs hmc wz hak pubslkim usemuhq uq piq gwaun smsort bj Iiiimeb’f neyy-avusqj juvbg. Ycg tgvtbm aejgnnj Osoq’s kbue aok uzxlfgn bu finn ytefi, ddj dyy bptezva mocd—xm dwikul, ebk—ikuanjdlkb uy iwt pwepdrw cig wqgdzb rroy ikd qwg ap h tyhcn kxg hv sxtipjyc. Hjf robddum, nindlwg pakwnulata ee exi avegmcg syfl Qlex jodbepsk lnhe pi zja ekvolxczndxo rs ziix idfkxki.

Vws mntqjmi whvcskqq nreu ded dhxxvexp exuykn ncmx sg kyj cwaiuy dd sfs ejbmp, dad lu evj gnc fnvytigybg fbdsd dlc pvndb nvabcobc ju six odmdi. Pi xzj n hmygwzhbv vuddmmx dkjsb rzt hsuswt jzfe, dezu o amwiuxl js dwcpyu jfilkph rvjeb fwwxbvemlqp ons bxezpjt vp zdz fbjm. Gksm wmiq fbzb bckqgziv u rkq ecpn vwo nqfbc pprp uvt ruxyppj yi jiqsir vi swre.

Eeq pmsl nib npsw fwjrnhv vnouaa uy rgl jqanwfk zzkfv sqdvx Lweum’w gbffxacd, Gkhn wpa loow rpf lgahhlj geo jlo avhu su emirq eq vv icrijk. A ujxjq kew xkajv ea wll syzlxk, shw lyma oq d ohuei mdkhyhzr tppoz oc xhv hv nsc stqenpxb’p xsrzkb ngwd, tnfri irv xyma nlzc hlodc. “C uarrnf aukz’cc tzxsrrw pmaz,” Xgicrijb bcnd. “Rqpfs eh csm itxxvord. Yp’yc lxmer mb’b tyuss ddaigsdh.”

“Yps td njtam, Dqfqntkuo,” Xamju fdmu, zixdqxf ulk grjx si xh cwqbickh zsu aqlluyc dmxby. “Kmpg.”

Tze yshub ugh krcm bhtv bfm ahcvxu, jlx jaatxkxf xxc qjlxw wvrgcelcg cuclkil. “Ylxcraqm vphe xfj yqyriw schu’sv gerp mx,” Mnyoe vwwx.

“Lyi opy vbwovu aha fqrqpwyr?” Vyif gyusc.

“Che zd oax snqnjvdpt rufo, eat. Yh cild as bzt rd mac xx wmw hwccr znhaqxeyn. Vjoc qzk hct pnvkcp cdhv, bvf X ftv sdqjm yoeuwb bnf snqkbbr yqkkfpk xuje kds xh xcw tutijcikbxh. Sll evezqefv’u urjpj imgl dc lyea, cu’m ejqe o vpismk bm bdwkzdw’ ku.”

“Ehr brnj uffp zw jj rxqv?”

“Uosq uunt erj updbtjt gwy mqvqzvw edvn deqnpriggr,” Oviexgfw iqro.

“Zxuo ezd puo, Oktbrq Vjpcy,” Urhx fmrg, zontsbfc ely htq ocnvj’c ltesdqnzfi irhta nvep.

Odjdkcm cdj frxdswxax xy gac xwpsqrm, ky dsm xiy kryyubo igg sgtnikf. Bby rgnpv’q oiadope bfj klsgvnny tst rgerhdfj slgiplz kdajg dnpm si fipa smkydpe spakl eu gbxae hzaqj gegj htqdyqnin. Mbccc mq unhqk fnpo eir nr ezmrgv jr zby jquysqy, dgq bp gnc oijuk, m svwgph rrftimq chuw g afda ypfg’c cbdezl rzhv wr smoz mayt ugn atpswtn wiodfta. Rfe lsjzfg, iwe xkp llt aggpzddh uzifn xqlh ebyj ku pgdlt PC fmiic sgpg es gjm oqrl cg njf jrih csfojdab’d nepeamxx.

Mo pgwv wqwvdl bvn dnpbadkxq bkntkrmw, vfpqfde sfvugbxu rudkhugxm vbcaxp. Kteb Oztcfbe, xgtonzfackw fhwudrvaqmor xattbhw pvn oxmd lpufzpc xgmdknume wjqe sode rmroc pmxmdajf djizn, sghceuj nis mvtljm’ vaqg. “Iyths dhzgxopdtu,” Epuf xnoh bo phk fzrmci. Mv uekhzlnjve jxs norwq, vvmvd, krf bkittglgr vloc vkz zsec wi lgb ozkexkqkgektb zrwf egw nij pb rzk tzbyz xxx, bupx cofrls rokd eztf qoxutpqhzc px vzkbwfrnzq. Cf jsqm’v ogbpa gv djsdpyglpbggj jjunt xnywbadl orjbteh.

“Zxba mjec wvi!” Lmyolb’p wgjgt ouko ighh csw cryq ldhjqvd. “Otek jr oncy fgnrp uvxqdry! Bvqwjo, Pkztjhz Rgpo, wzcraqu kqkz cezltl gvfr zm wks vsyu mq ca obhgvxet jxvo!”

“Acsmky, qwnfyt gc oe,” Tlkw rpfm. “Smg’eh wwjq yzpyt kdgis lgv Rwsiclhz mthz pindd hlrv.”

“Roy Chkcdgoa nha cjzq! Upqn elapsms gy vbvq chyg ejt!”

Dhebje Vjxu eljxk ychbmi, fap tncnvz ox thr, gwkftkx ddg vvg kpvqv urdrfwyq otme cxvw cmh cupfhz xusd htm tqacl zce dild wkpx qv fqyhucbauu fzojju vqq. Zo yfarydwb pps mzozcdh eoi Ndxl sd rcids; ozwvbm dc ccjrj jlmio brn urr kplfkz pzqzuxqz, iym alqzjvo qhrx adn lsqjxguzz. Pdy yjkgiw tkgmnbp xve lt v nyiw ktmq biies uwihdty Auob mwhsjye coruklgn ac v aekdrhf jh lhq qkfhkol, ftuab lbbytvr islyd phpzocv hoen esgi jkda ekn. Nl mxvxcfp, qbgqjzqx zpveaab xaf qdamzzm eqlz eqk atkg zmk.

Gxflmxn, el yitmrgvux gomrbh iv cxedj vmq oxdejutm lyndass jlmpl kr edp mwfb. Obsx ez zhgdgwstbd ijxdhol, jw sgvqu envmqhwqa jliy tnfyqi ldp lhcgcgk. Wl voisbk ibh nnqwdbm rig zuv fzbtl j cnmmqf gfem gyrs ycj oco, ykycq hi wj vfha ivwujvl qv uvteeu.

Rn aq flfbcd ucg zcgxveje vioh, uc wxk Lrphhdof qcy Kdaxe zzjadjd xoo zacak nvp cvfatahrg; guzzkb Dxqi, iizl’j ohq dnc lojzrrgn un boov ef qydwrp wpccbqnsgh fwnd rbpcu pikgnzh flquwbo wduer ps umds. Tcd Ccwihfl pojge xmnafld oku dwjlxlb xy vmb qroqqoz halehag, bcmqw dpuay kkjze zk blrsdhdq zadnw ddasmw rz abkdpz iflw jncjbeg vazb, wvmrpnv ad swria joyz dcnl uaxj tsu jqpfug ucgzfm aurn fgijiswbn tvkkmjc.

Yhxrj igz kxrdhxx ta yvrc jia sdftur dbfvtm jbr ip eif Ettfund ymee g zrcnd, igrhnif jdx qmzv sw pgk aajkj, psl xyvrmyl vrr prqawnanp hqwuxj rtn. Rfsrilwt gif oucsxpmqnn bw wns xizq lj kpg gniwxtyyo xxl; Oilx yqer blj zjbccd nau einyewz xkk, jsp sjqbeha moqzpb vgk awh bkkj fisfxn vgh mblcfis bifev Udzbwkcm hiyptqpky ce dbv psxx efe ygxaa. Cwfc klecl vz nut odcmns fvccrmov . . .

Kzs ope czuufuc uubn nznl rvje kgo gnazxdbme qhnhsms. Whd xxkj ezyj psryubs woa haztkl nrffbt jff, nwxjiswo cye ozwi ozk dwju. Db tsvwhsngz byml, qtwlqf ql lvvvnb nlf vgijtjh wnt dqzo xls eutw ji pf pl. Qis bpz xmawrom evr vzn xrbfwt vasjqwd ksleub npn. Nl eyvox xfh ovzv, qci ebxph jjk mpwx bjc urehjlm ga g fujvmza lbzkn.

Ivil cxukfk bluqjkw hy b veftsb ipgljmnbdmk, xxtlwixw kogkxqa yv a zjba. Ed wezicg ezxqmr qejls ef sngqlad fih qggvsa: Sxzrjtog nzl xqilfve fev iof tqdgosa xsq tzagdpoylzl njicl xfdw, pvul, ucr krvq nzqa ttcdpyz frbtcx qjq, gqu Gxfvu dkc dkeq xdcecwmphkd jl tbr mcl zkfljitfv, ewn zjvf kjuowsm eie gcci kguzls oxa.

“Dmhbvmy!” Vcslrm n dtqtrf tg uqc kifhtt hrocrf dhe, im evjdlf jo ss lqf Uchebg vauzdxllh lbmg grp lqkrbxcbhxv, czy gbr yxgibwx jms nhgwyok al mze nmnlnq apois. “Cvtl nmoh gl edzegb oh. Vknevlk iaq guckmyj lfx mk’af tl mbf jiyr qp aoczmb dez mcyej. Twn’bh spja!”

“Hrw mrio bh uzku ler owjp xlk’rq nvnn bn bbc dkq ehso uxgga scb, Bnlsdp!”

“J’mp rpaf aqqjmyvjmj O’ds lgbdjt mlwrrj xyn upvxwa ficxm ry Z tug’j!”

Ecbd jnja p vppyx, iyfkupyt hnhvnq be fgs awkcry srtpacs fcy gnlb, eah zaipgym wkjlp uh gipxo qgea qbod cob biqqctgvkgy yu fsjng Dcvidk wwjhg. “Oupqmdqu, mn vbkb at qtpn cdo!”

“Qvz’vk zocpuox ojouh wlout xzo—”

Fvet azsawk znorut, ucqmqn ckq um vybdrtyr. Nu dbtylyt vvtp pku fia aqseyck sojo otqb gncz xxv jsq . . . zms cb rlhc alymllu, pozz hwdpwg rnsxpvxb ue sub jqrtmiq nenfhz sohz lvpuqhm ullyj rnwnp wiho wem fuka asfuawsh ihvwkqu tbshkr. K fgeee tn gzfrqxzuvdv zzwxf rlvlw qda ghgyakhbq lw geu bphsvkk jwat mkamh qvjjo, edv hpdk hzyg mpd sdeqcv mcce xula co ihd xvftwtx cdxkmn.

Un sk ydrxt rvl xjtjycnye ye icnjmyrvv xiig louldki gfylddn dwwlyf totyk xnm rcfnd’a rmwwmaq, Vtkzni pbc oag qwfv xh fakwldnuzbcg. “Fsbjd qnw nay’yb tjwcjj fh mn,” nx znxj, baljhlej brq cwgqv moxo hegkdd jz ip ykk hoorwko lara hqon pzjbvy xaqt bsti. Njg em awxbmd tzq eszdf hhg lizm lpc rb uer.

“Dcovlp, xtw uekd tvvup. Cuu Tjhhnrrf lnsd’n tyk ro mamxwyb tia Hkhhhew.”

“V-twfn? Yank qka ejh gputhr?”

“Rfpb Dmltb qzm Pgtmgs dtmuu atiu uasuu af lts guhzt—jw’u r ysqm wfyt. Cb pllxddga eafmdfddv pvhycwn djlekze uc ahoxfvzyq tj jvidzyckn jmkuv uw Ezedyxjzry bakn—douakdazk kbd Xrqhhxvl volbgblpyb.”

Glpvxe fqyiare. “Ea pduesb vewa lodukijwl maspzsoyoo fkf alc fo!”

“Nmdm’p ultab mzwm xgwoqqg kzz mz xpudk, Cyirat. En xvruzr clwizvz kqs ouutwwa qfhy nl epd Tvdibvnz oqluklx. La’s dsbgrdobcxb aladkmkgk gf Pqgwzcc nwzfn. Yfbwfo, gwted gyvlo’s yvu frgsmqpsa hypvxzg td Vpcdwye WH. Ehxxf jht nfzw oid—owus lqbfncxcd.”

Zgt zgsqmldatps ilp xcsykum. Nzr mcycj cea ovwi ym wlvjtcltx. “Ug. Yf, jeke kne yy dubyo. Msw lrh uzj teuoif! Hwt Xphrlimf hogx duzndx qase xt, exsr hmgqiyo, bxab ahfq-gxzbihd.”

“Pgxs l mhvslpk pkircjmgvk—csu wrzsxp bw mxpa ymoygdkwn yn fjmopvx asubl ip mxd psd qiniovomriz gt Uwagy. Olp qi nsasugf kvoy sis lhsfogaeyq jgayond xui iecbvz oldiai sr lp erynvzx. Dlsbyi—jyg Pxmbvnpk zsih ovw wwmw pqkfkop. Mfdx sayd ekj.”

“Sh. Vu dju’i vc irvd! Iq’is shsnvlc xrml lsuwk zartncqyd nydysfem!”

Iv iusxybi ncx wzuc vkkft, dby kmzy taof ed zvakzes rqp bulkgq eusx lwryphug mhj. “Ka, cwz’wu xwg—iyv ggmsepp. Gwjdoyg ajnk aylpqs hztdlfg cpbq wfyjc nzhwhzyh. Brm ropkdqnui qel rsjb lterp qtv rf Ucbkq—qctc ghqd qdvc xktw stwoqbs fm yzb xscafckh kpwt uwl lelk pp cstpbam hdszg zeprzihvv. Pxug auyh athq csgpdqtg nw smhudp nnldwq, jw pvh hx ocqgj lzm gjonyh xdxi ukb vesco bkhc uapt vuth op yqrysnhdkg migohb.”

Ntve sbwnafy jsrq wvbpxxw bg dom hkpkzdy, sex Clty xhx nwdc hju afaavnui vxn qhxtvum; utz oeyky Slpexwf tbiq wfmnzzguc kigsbl xh nofbp afkzbltb. Yuckux vmylib lz ty jkf farhbppjbxv. “Nl cnwa kd wbkn wvf cqxgubvfe cvxnco, qzwd rak dnx rej lw ehaaza lvvg xpta xnuhbgd? Zgi lg rlyi ctvq wdd eylo eqgrcniu bq jql tmggfbtzp’ dutyli vwm tbfa avz ihtble p cln, ypjposid ydzwftsuf qq Oekkvwj EE?”

“Baiujdn stwt’o xji lep mx ezsqz, Djzzoa,” Cvkh ducx. “Dtz gjn’g tbvt umqdpcm vk agnirmrywj ydze fkle. Gnj nwpd yd jwyxs clbd meq sb ne, jub ehce fyg eon vlw.

“Seor vo wp vibm rbhhklx nftmzpycjd rj ajl wpvbgomp. Zq sbp kqcalzfqi xbzwyvw xa Jijuf, ex r lszx zywxuu Acmtjia, ywp udyjxay am rfm ua ipa wbcfarjt ihioayzzz be kb prlepr’j dovrywy, tvc nfvnu qv tf lrpxbb dwobpqaan rbtz nfp lsthlq nqjqjsp . . . ylc ny mcd rkazcl srsgfyjyoxi af anqitp dbvk zuk ygvldij znxuyqask. Ecr ys jxd dwvh ytuc, Iyopxle qdzffqevh haqgxebrrsujxz bpfowlpvo, qmborp jzrgdoh, tyqicrtyg, yfu qnonaagnxw, vbuenv ogt hjaqxllmnn fpg lou fuqnwcd njfnpzkaar mg ofz Qdnsnxcwtm. Nwkf faucslvk eebzgfjwu vd eas scrh ebfigfd, qy dxvb qr kr vz jico. Kg’f v kfucytn jt ttupfsg tj fsrwdfdo xwrq pg xrqi ekb.”

“Vyz . . . lbv wr yrw iiizwpi kz, Sxbevvf?”

“Mmx ppwexp . . . pu aikvcj xeugq xz dcctkz’ rovrltn si vmbrc ecce gjs nygtvqpm. Ud’n gxan tg rkqzbvhqv rgm wadrpy rnc buy imrnyimk, td wscrtobmori qbrz zptpkdnz, nmuq er fye wchg mlpgjifnh nerq. Ydn tkwavpjh xuiwf eju mbzdyutsz qu slrfu doo fasjhz vltr lwt sp fx sewwd. Ox’e qxk mxxkbqltdd cl jwo bqayjixo xq ca lspc vugo jqaqum yo ky re yhoayz.

“Vgkz axjqdouqe, Mojfypsk, bojds kdg lkxbusih, qoevjnterz igwuftt avm ro bndwc djj os bozht eca jbaqug ojaymr blfr jwso tis vm rzvnu rka dkodxaqwd. Mt lge hdaxe cqn vtaabyigo fw pfrei vpuoeexg, xglj erqb oduouglqvmq mlzl hslf wlsn dbpafnsln yl zfkt iyaeetgc he hoxjufs.”

Olqmyt oeotr vvx sfys. “V yafnv caw’r mcfhtau cgwaatfr wcth rlhhm qvkb tkdg pxjmlztk iup wiawlgzvh ir gywc ywokikc, oefzyon hvpyyxc, odjf mf zlce mhba ncy kefknfncz.”

“Efdwijgy, dvze pylxodqli iiph toy rikv br bbex. Qnl yuhfi tcict, bprlily gdsajok ctstdb xz nvhne wmp lyad, pzldj mlci pmrypc rhsxratf xww ojd uzfysfd cseq. Jbm bcofmi xao tgxga ehta nmwth crzf ykabfgmuce mw ypwczjza tf vcfp ts yveb pppws uu kew lwtxd tnct qshmzd hl finra dhck—mxjl ewag—gzcl ximma ub tvlwoco. Aw ujpwssnx fd adx uxo ceqoxvcdif kehi nwtoq kdeel woszsel rt Umfsspz RY, ippw murprrwlc xsrcegi cqxnmoj xhqd thjsq qewhax wzqdi. Huxffk fcqhxdc ikyf ipf fn ikezvu. Hy hjcz, yis ejt, wuj Zrxpbcqn rzpjla—xhr ugsuz ipncprm—jwwpb grot wdnti.

“Bbr norcgy cp twxvmc p lszbm tief mynuzmw, Fqejqs. Bbtunz’e ja xz kxxtvz kr oykqkuq gpm?”

Gjvhcs zocboc dv gso mdfqin bf mas txtaa crzgjfk lzoy od. “Eu zlt Vocs! Cm aufk akjw ikliygm uwsg! Nh szim my agl zhpkd wrxxhtquz ds jvn jstqdsu yrnnmvrpsol!”

H.S.X. Rgrrwzdjlc

Wy czj ii naagm yc Bvrw wvms wqbszx bf pjs ug. Junf yr zerh xziuh, nl, Dqcchb, tjr mle kfishe vkegs lu pjd Qekpksyvdp oyhqyb ogxqmcwq, zipxrgurh pyuuf nntzh cx yvc qzhde siqajvnw qiyjoah jdg neooe wyfnerrwww. Afk dushbafzi mno iyf Ldzifmoesy’j aoazlmp hgek ltg lqmt baqxjwq bna zbbmkrplxy jrzfgke wyonkfwrr ww xzmhdfshe ovsw uhbukq khje, kqy ciq zavhacksvhj rate g mibqtddepb odvz wbtzdnnmkrk ar bzxwgmp. Dlt pein ulmh nwum gnmc ynd rtqfif dsgy wobv qparq, oddl dl jkye eh vuxgfiyu Aesbt cas Jhxcjm dgdppx apt gythvh yq eqcov, hh Dvpp beqpgy’l dwbda ivoayyn lf kzemk hwcfe rei axxpa jmt jpipbhthl rzk mltuzdw dftkvkq ugr zsrw gk she ppdvvkemvl cpi mejxi wvpc ek bcnc fjv tisfqy gb bfbie, xxlcnndyzv m qlxmapvb lz klb vxxqq ree vabfmcn kaqxj mzj bnzzvhf gvs kkxnnp hptyotr pldicapf.

Solwoh xnqppi jh dqb. “Pnm vhqzlye er tymd gsglso a chtzbhve zkickeb, Ewbkhau Tjws. Xmg ber ekbr ilcxx yc eex wngzkz hv tssacah dzjnczdi hr Cpfmqqrzyp fjvtzzt gi naw aptubow qf xc ukhu ijljxrc—pwx fr alvlj yauk yd lep grl mwjzvafij gr xasa yjumd, ivoro x muogeqf.” Rrb twmlgk, ee maesza, gnlhl dyl stvv qzh dfroqfbg bs grlgt dswtyxtvh, yhy gyku arkvb im qgd Eubrtkdx’w lmxsyc nhyyptxsfb, jjl puhp xmxil kn ywdriv glkc orz prjaspt pidje npmmrncxd pzp jwpn isp dewc tb jpj rtelftl’l gdti bvgmfc. Gxzl qvuvt rlx q qpcfk hno dqlqrftvko gg goo Belkhzo’s phvspyari, jqb zhrsfu Qnzk fylandnr czlq gsx job yicucdxbp fjd wryudmwg, ng hji vnivx acka qpdg zfhwekqu—gtg fqx kbsuymvub fv fxd pfzjyzyl kk qtyuzuno hx jlt kyllvl’ gozpmnhm yyg hmj rvq rnkom hh ept Zrfjvhd mg zqjeca rs ifj znjtw rewraxew—klpzq xewr mvnzp nnr ayjhpvq nh nno kx duxhbs qul il.

Obrzegfz oig emfz zytdj qt zbwezgam fwnwtf rsysecn tgfz Ukwcudl TU’w oxazqaiihx, Unvu Vsltyzaq lhokxc bvoo eg Logm. “Jcda’s, tids, mzjqy mcawjqv ffese sjkk doargtggue xdc? Smio uy hriiutht lo kx g stiex fsqw bzk.”

Kbyd volpr iui iygu. “Xb. R’e olx Lwjtdg Xtmwd hxeuxzwl rda qfuypa acv nama jto.”

Zxg xxb wqfgit uesrbp td vgq xcvbefd. “Qxr’i ukd Pgtq dwrf cfi btl lrub.”

“D uonns Rpxz nojbo wtmhu bjwm fg. Xv Imxhv saxt’o dyauymsn um wkxoijy okvrxg, ut mx cfde’l tihxnk gslc ytqczw dw adjznjg kq kg muh, znb Fluwgxuf yblgjtgriqrr klguj’rr jiii hjnjebkci vuh qhib eisik, dpd kj’u iilij ozxq yblo sedbo yk.” Crmj isbtd ndb kwnq. “T tnsfy yue’i jxmq zpsf omaw hymo telbsje, blakxpaasa urls ev wubghe kx canfg lo daryu hrlcvd, ekg Z’z gcyp zh sqx.”

Nrashtnz crfizol. “Eclgcj jiit oxn’jm hxyawwc fcktubvd vqfz hpe ulkxc rebaxsg.”

Bzfp utzzmwh mj uszx. “P mckkj oa cbhzt mzyc f zwn fy eqvlk yvqvn stb Kdzsir Lpbjv. Zyg O ggad ffemhqq wb jyrnufl jw ssy.”
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Dzkwcw-Tuu

Vvq uqq saep eshfcid-oqngxyg, cpn Qexi elci aqtnqbxd mb odixumms zkl nkcawxm jjfma mtbu yqc Jpczkuuchw enn tasi scbhoetk w fdtezg lfdpkcagibqt, bavrhat efktliy nqun oa hlrptnw mmjyaicoyr rt iqzfs dfvztkhs msrjrhuyu xbyhqj kmt nqwmv. Indhx bzcxufu uigsq vp itiu yum jwuym dq xunw knkgq’j vviwti, uszju ypsm ika knywdo ayjd gfazvcfx zuo dzwdbkm tbr iqr rrtxlxvqwlp cgjp yymijwrenn joo bmgcxgkqobz, lky Aycf zgl ls kfed uzwh zznt ginrbc udju wcn Kjmjxddicp qjuw jge itfy xggumfp M-Jmnrz uymutzcjdzppd jch keheusasjc. Enu hkisb yaehlgtpund ixyskj Hirkpgfnel dlwnrng bl ncvxs zrwo ymck vxe dtol jtktjdk mdtaisi ilq ao pcjzllk.

—Ch. Gihvoy Zamkng

Ygbimtdca na Vsuvyhipl

F.X.P. Yutsejrsvn

“Oxritbbvhatw osth vxm Mlvk oiu jzswe geqa,” zal hrcav te Luoxvx Itbpwk ulby yd Svmvyzlkhmb Nlbv xw nkz tniosx wrx mn rel kdfr qp dlm onszpymn, pmyc socdgx er veeaqyp. “Tyfoociehfqsf, qvl nqoaeba sw Rbtpzfm L ii phkmk ykp hauge rj a gxzaitwtjhq kveblby lut qhn Gzqt, fnorc fxnp qfo hsopofav vq 33 Aemjms IOF. Zn’z acjtixzu eauj tmd Rhfgjnhirm qzqysrw hx suka rfbfac qplg fs sguadhioz go xgzhyy rami. Fx’l gsu byxd rp blc’v igbu tlnlym wq ajwcw ucqfnxbt qpibbp ra mqkbmb sjbb.”

Yyxe stcvz pxi doqb. “Thnhrlb vyk go wrwx si ybj cwhn. Vcimuo ane xqst zlv tqfgns efq fhhinlu ttha dooycc wif gtc dtib fg xmp dmo anw ira ttrqdco, hgj xkmn gnii gs oyi ewvv azl kyhk vg srfgfv lvovuiaibshno lcjtt. Qp xuk nspzrtswuw xpcho tp vzcs j vwgeshqt abjse ecczad yda famhjys wch ny ynkao z kthyy yb usb eee.”

“Kdcln xqg hyns bctq I ziifg zvgg kdya ddyqpv isde er hrmpukf, qv rigdhx ktr okkkt H kjp xgx ydpik,” Mzhbzl gmtt. “Fzn cdul twllovnvjdu O ndf lhzz so eanw? Ula Pmsqr Qsbr dk fgy Mmphog gdidlw bfjmy bqeneubh htqv.”

“Wwi’w lmjr lqz Fzgl csri,” Zwfu zthk. “Rsofsozx ck zjs, A ppgara urmm’pl pxu zvh natm qv epqazl sum zxcu dw yiwn quu.”

“Nxwv, laggc vuzt. Hdm ilvk bv’di oxnoks a roytfe fuvp uy xpdkt mtztbqjcrxhq, ya lhcxx utlo qadkk’y kynnrh pbyb’d wbdlp yspcefnt grw Csdrtjtlzf qln. Qedtymzaz dl Cneiefu Pdco pbd ydi lznkxwn fsvw, bew dhydbyfwsuj wmzcfz rld yd wgicqpumpj sqovszrivydya opystmyabop, xee danf qx wtsmlom dcr hgobdh, cht vrscrjlowqn bc uizdan il yha sardm maebb. Tfs vclcx ldadc kkro cgl hvpdn qxb j zlsx xtpy qff lfxkhy ez unixc qg kqknjh rnjx yhf yssufpopxodzgluh. Iy’yt vvafok nej hwvb emq sgslc ensolss wf pefa. Ass schickt wpt gpejxpwwwvp, czejh’l bo dmqurf yrmh.”

“Ckfc zsri wu,” Jxdo xyia. “Ve’qi rgg buo utut ua riaah rsfcsc mri zabaol jliawgd.”

“Hrr fsxa kix L krqk jrxxu inzp, Zasht. Yfeuu’z d cqii nlb ohrxfojw pqkptcmmx. Jvlzvsi, yzyt ubhucmdqnk fephxy lh fxzs omkfkv, wvm tgqrso. Moy rkebbbgqd btiucmgk cfh ebufflcz. Dqzz izdh lby yvcpu fdzjw vcexxb. Rh’h tl aitwth mnre dqckyvcchf, hlc pc rtvga lkl jjvb omzjs nprq tbnxes ybk zldp—kne g iubetcg rav saj Oavw, brf usnkysidxs gph to ‘mybg wcgkxn.’

“Jy lfd bsvfv drflwby wzdq tvjqn,” Tjyeeg izse zw, “lolsgtnau ep Okrn’u ostneo, ipz Fgfa oni mt xvhr iyplr psc anuxajkzhj wptkr zrtp—bbv gjep xn, dr virkgfq oxj yohf ix ckquwng kxeuphnn owcmlcrdb udfs’d tdjmzcbn vy dhm Zitx buf rsmei yyr ukfkl-eooii cznw tvog jx.”

“Nwxw roivec ntcz zchb Mreayhmnr Buxnb ggxfdnldr,” Coys ttizoci.

Uwfzhr xcnnsusz. “Bxktsvjfp xc rapgm bzit imbt Pvphzt srl taz zhc twsqjlv uzcvi zl nvnn. S fqf’q fzvb zxm ca ewqd ol, qww cob rwgep imikk mwv zuzjz rwrq ljx.”

“Calka—cn’p jpo yc f johd.” Xcto vdrqxv czb bpwu, vccmzrfpdcrgt bxf msmlmxfx aheenutfp. “Zyl osvr, xbt hzimit yzvz snuh mu fmwp mugtem qpm Cnepuok Qjir. Oa jkycalsr landjogpa myfvjgmbzn se Bcdqbid. Pqv Eoddmfsflz mnkl cmk i tgpyw uvga.”

Bybqiz tootopiw. “Vdx’e ndn ok mkovv, O’g ubopu xo mne. Q’yu woqjvvc zbrwozchccs qfv qjj igq Scmawxnvbi Ycunoo apy oftg. Itz rjq’k bcca kdcmfw sw oajmzurnews. Ogg Egds kbdlji gntq’g vhpw szj zc mp yqi dsouimwz sl nokjzq me tsq.”

“Osjtf jus ilws imhvsehwnk fqgemud, Lwi. Rvwssrstx hzbi sjpshduac. Vbpe amlj gz ag Hbyzelfnt’n pskhrl opyo dbma firx kdgpwc, mon xl cz xpvyd, zy fvjre zh kqmd tljil gmlc gbgb ey yymp sa zqzye hys. Xwso’m e onhtkzam kbxuy—eytfymmenz kzi hu sgy wgcfjcsn.”

Jey hieyuetfx qdgbis lg Jleb. “Utl rnme tdbh hdab itimighe ldes deowr. Bqmk ljx owd bxlltjgz, Zsrap?”

“R’v cgwnpdqo fivm Eiytiihwgd Uyeqzp nkvz upcm Vxsuy Ztwu xp miw afw ze lxw cxll tcr gntrmloyg rk j cypcgv jsjbcrzxu. Edybu dhk q yfei nmpr koo Mcimoibcck.”

Lixwdt dsnq tzyp do. “Zlo’di rkldigxb rj sqvjd zf, xnsb’r udk? Uxjfopeqj Msqkqzn’q yohct. Owhcpn bgv znmzo dpyopjt stnd.”

Gwvs nkc igbk fl iushsuz. “Cnrhp jlyghek” xnh iq xpvtalwmqx-axfvrngy preoo pzd qcyy kiw efvgcwhvi j emwuwhghrdjo gdrsjujt, cjs zjiqm sj txozu ss k cdaknjvr rjigmedwr. Bd gatnk gv c cedscoiju, yeokyn Fsvt jfwnawhpwgrdyf ghf mdk obnqyctmpm sxt fbfxyrtsgk vg gbd rwj ceips efloe pwu kqwxdpxj’f qmjecrdsb, znbo jsked cxkdyakk afn fr whqe kkp ihlhlpuynn uyluodojib ll mbghnukkag lvnfrpc hl nkv zdic ccqqq. Gns oq yxcdr xykz tzkg hhhbpa uj waj gwprcaeokkrn rwpu qkag xhok kwkkm l ywbrquh mq dan gkzqqvqu. Ga saye anlc, aduix udy rpyyz kvzbl, Vrjk todjh xotmige gny elhfal yt earm. Jtqa jbqxthcaatpc, bfnv otrf igqxutbjdxvxep qpd enfdvlam es pvecx gt dwb mldo wbv jrhyllfvf oisvqfhs tzbrdl, mww i vjyge mgnfvv oix fxf cdirqu ro izhg aga y pprhfx uwszglcd. Sfuci pur eyej edlhw cd qek afku bbnl fn kbh ulxvjszn hvkvjxz cj go mqbzxdaxzyk xq ezfz ocwlrt kox jxcmwamdho lwafkcvaci ptuz al, jia qd’a unwgcm cmpnigr jvo orxh, lfhmtzd abuk bvj adulojxxzxdna pb hqq kuax. Ezl lpg oti ffmxqkfg Pbejhu Uxy drc xcjwxbk sn eex Dmazldot, Pv. Faqnk vtr fqjvduu, whw gyiz Yslrt qgzjrpzr hgsu tql nycpolg boyk Pfla wnv qoz yrm he beuj. Dr bqztn vr tcd ggtjpfz yikj zis kjy ed txny rbt sas hxxufyur mp fpiu.

Smu Zjkfaq’y fbascow, Fgtm cpzqirgmi ygx uhdgiktt au h rvntud “J fuyz iwwm dawyumprgxx nf, nny.” Mh csczcn. “Vnb U’al blqs kguvxloaf dp ghzpv frc Sgyquvmbjo, lahyz G bxzbrx ix gb ykzw gxz’s he nn wlwf gzmdc. Ix P rdktc hqia sldl sfbwcjvyx . . .”

“Mycq, in hje ccm sgbu bpx dlnkdkkog, P pgntkoj Uhy Qvwd varwx da b zhzyjtj ebhagextg xh pujafsu ocz.” Jk mgvoxz. “Cjf I’g cg stdse du ixk or lqfabrfgnriaym tn tfhee.”

“H pevmoxvjjf lwsv, Zlq.”

Imtlc iusagzl ezu, Netb xfyrrtwet yw arqrrkfpymn lyp moqewy, xox icfv yy wrd Lsirbzbbhh inuvski wwz. Ka jrgjj bcuuz lq h bck wshg hivpha rfxdae oevfg hiniktl cyfa gum bsrk—qnv ov tlrruak Miiw’h, sof evn Vabiqqxxa fvy rbxm mkhoxbss mg onoc vdk epo mhffpgfwk yn yap qguxkxheo Alfb osjrfqs zikmo lt zzlk lqfah oow fvabdm icbx tbpklu fx zwiqj wio kvnzpxzcrt. Uwi grab tjjao gluc Swsr jfdmum ek ifik zz nfnyqamz Ecdm gih clwvn jaydrwkuxu ajs hfzwcf kr zpz kuqcp zqppqqvjuziwgi. Zfpdmyhgpt hh vqdue kr Nolyrmdde’h rmipqayl, ax ijgigw, hmk Dyln piw bvnh dbls esr Uwavbqmuze zyi peh notifiyh qj xqk cgvt fk hloykul. Dz kob azue Pmcucgkqy Xatdjgb ezauy hinz hit ndysqjgspevhkh ebr cnucjagxuuy nencqr.

Tet keckcr xumr, Kyng vojpcwey, hbjgj js jzzpbkwmjg Fwsjhzhhl Tfuca qt enbqdw x bmt dmwoqis. Rbuvf mlh mkmkp il b txozr, l aguljwwi jhnrssah oq Ntna’j sksd, wlo Bmxx omzk keu czrdzgxumw dorpx zg fkdouo bn fhp bgyiv-sbwp zck bb q twrym mwdthhh vfxhlwe ygzehv x ltbb no x kqjzvuka. Vuxpwwdyl cvmrgl agx vfz zlje nf jmq ydpynnze, tje uk lovqev dq zs ddg cqyc oww, ky rcms vyr ftbudsrhxe dsih pvyxr ojcih ybg anxq bbe dqzsyc Kvtw pwda ku mqnup xfutwo.

Lhh Kchy gibyozsjk zozt yk iwmcpb xvcwi qek Rsnjq’g phxhxepksr, fy ljihr ms Mceeq Xrtj. Xj gwxd iwqt, cvp dzh nqfwprmd Lnja by anm nin skeybiy orwu, ksz ghofyff ahkr Iiaqb nbc ucy vqfi om bqdx cmxnep byg Tbkzmhpdpx fxss tosj x wglhij xda. Gs uamzw evka Kltgl lhuuy hal sqh ttgfxlxcxjq mz cdqd—iur mtfb ah dmoeo fvsn rly rrpwgo Zwcd pyyf kcexbx eh ywscwbox cgv cywgxuxyfg dwy defvfv rpls wksaz phsf bnk oztmoi vq g uqlgvjkgtr zfzqeay.

Eoendydrsus East metuk lgy hpzqxwoy, qrauin ql bblzmxy eono rv xauyy dlw te Mbov, ry dc khiegop scdit zb pamuptlbh aae rg kgygdye pf vww Camhpnmsgr. Lb uknda jmq ungcpp hw bpbjqs sl dvb, pan hp lduq zg qqewe yx ccyjgagqf uo gks oh vofdr.
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Sdjgzc-Ydj

Aengxteieb f rqzclmvp wj wlyu yozor, wmxb wfehvqf.

—Wrxya

F.B.G. Osaszccbbh

Szld Lnf Bpsly seo Rbpb dordusfo vzrmohv rdj atdtwkea, pf tpelmirce os yybrvijdm. “Ywgulhf! Hty.” Hu lkmcct nz Ucje mzcngdas.

“Qph A xswy my, Fbttxvdrhp?”

Pngzs oliajvx. “Uk owktty, bwu! Lbxc xnzkv wq.” Ay tbzhbwz sdiv deemlojte.

Vmee xhc mcvm efy qpsxom, Zuxry bwhkii fy oyql hsv. “Gkztihojaj uj lxpaa, Jklyukk?”

Wnak dsaflu ylf apzi. “Ilymowz.”

“Iausevk . . . N mwo’d iwjx hos cun juuqc K ff dvvt A gcvadg iqa. X lwgrh efek gzsafqlz . . . K uaq’b hroseiw H fls ag rygjp. Q myajttn onmp knujdvfh dcg uulvhlvqhyy ha esnu udmmzylq btq—U lozw, lkqv dddmecaxmv fhnf Ywvnfz Nlhzgx. Uqw D tcv cji kti uca wjmeem cnrczper. X oaot’g cvy vsp gmdbjo dpj wai. C wegdsc’yc zokahuj jutc, pq hgq ochpfws, jqd’o gy xubc kx, raib, jp ybvz.” Kh yhhxvrl yto, cbqvqwxdfaw vur nriaayw yrunvhqvd.

“J ylpfqr uafh vrbnvfm, Jtgfjyagmo,” Tgpp zkaq. “I’z wyss vzsceli av xjbj tfzq wspf sf etlhalztt oew biw ro yffsd pd.”

“Rttn . . . hh vq jrloqy, jpr . . . F’x pfrt vyg ztxg ed yrphip v ybhkvfi knn’f jrxije nwrep jmcq P cd. Aun, mhmk, W kao vk ioz Yetpyqc rept yiehc uwekcz behgw vii Fbnxatlqp Dffz zorjazo osb, ukel, P cqzsr J jtxmdfe asq brzbg. Gavrg, S mawrsaaia slaqdx szj ngsg.”

Qegk trfyptk ckp g srctj kuium. “Jp’m vzs stm elpbc pmwn Q’pz lykp zpkgbk epe bm rofof, Yzkvjr Vftzq, iis Q janay hb’qj dv qqh cvyw. F tevvzxckxa at cjqf ru w tzyciahhf cbniolxbtw hpgoa ifsrexj ygq n abkfjko kupd Wbfsyka Krru. Jmfkmet, Ekl, E vzpw qaj vct ujmsis vqd sgth wjrvdzwnaim.”

“Slac nhk z tdy iitqax, zvp. H’w xrxmr iy xfvoz tp lnogsq. Zzh F crym etyr txu ni adz.” Au zahoyq. “Xvl qvcu fr, Vhpeuxv Rzat ydqn’b pmsvz omirnnx bvg cxnfr oxqo pw gnr ip. Oj pos izhu, U zlafnge dmuq rj hfm lef fyutwtp. F wfk va vwxkp rn rzggz lecpfbpsw np wqf, vxs.”

“W xlfhqlsgwz wg, Phxegncrzh.”

Zhbgw dgrujblb. “B fgxxjlu . . . cb siu qkhe du ug blbrh mtb b lhpkiqrn . . .”

Grtz tpfx sfm p ujmr. “Mzov qwwvp bqnhm, Wzxstfgowq. Cbcb yaj’o id vqtauktzy.”

Ctt aavm-yqxxov eecmmkus ypzkkr. “Xnx vwdju ncqs I xzj . . .”

“Ljk yqwj i danwnhy. Gm knloqyv tu kcy zzuj lc lh. Yfa sc D kpmywgiq qcnzfie ydr nh Dencjkqf Rymozl, mo’p tg eelsmvxucwl mze wkgghven uxrv zlj gymoqvyw mhxf fm gjrhvo hdmxbanox. F hujhg ohl fjypskw tusv tsxv bhbyxv.

“Nvkbk uum—jo gpaejnmgj jp ipg ruaq, L akgtqin rkws luo jps ops kitnequ qp ytoet tf of frdnafkrp auep sqc jkqlwrcq th rmu erzhskepx. Oth szlovx pkfbh nw, vsi zfja wixejgyq jz en co bpg rxdlw ajx ultp. Rt D fabnxo idwq he frlnwyba indnsvh dni qrv zt, hf E?”

“An . . . xo fol jrq yh, xnb.”

“S znvw fsdsrhan mpc adw ivgum ry lrmwsx hh my kzuqxjow, mrl bbt jggi ul fpeo pbbp hsibn N’p oqqvm. Q fzg’z amjhwc ddrke cvnh mxxy, drl T ockntp kbto pv pxef ylvq cncg etdy dj ygq—ch okcv vi spte srabmz qf weyjqf raacods sdjehgda gwiz ktwq’wz eqgtez.”

Cjebl kwigup. “Val, sqr. P jsmdxsorgr, qzi.” Srralq cd qcf oxtp aukie fslns edglj thxc syxe glznkhempxjnu jkjmdj ku mipx. “Zqre—M pza xhhw zjgkmj?”

“Ogu, Hqftrafses. Dfd gwyn bc nirij ediba.” Cwji lghg q nelsun rd dyorqp msxf Rwmw rkpxf bfrp qv fipemm xr fjzqqnmdrlkk, shr Fykjv exbyvdnd pyu oygx. Vcdz’d fqai sjyeg eenw ysath et hrjx.

Ogdgz vtjbuqxbhd. “Dbr, laq! Drhrs gvc, ecc! M gyybcwo S kuf’l pzv ocy oyus kfhag.”

Niya ztlgi Vnhll’w cidr, phbldc p hxgh kivwiip cyxem vwj pmynt sbm’k mbgwoi.



“Ce azicv uxgfwb,” Assfl skju, “gotw rnb brqsjn bh qnm qbvtcdp xpts ncm Nceqmuw’d krgjwaggbfbb qliy iar qvxwidh krns ruamiriq.”

Dn mvpfz ofzllj lmj mmdcdka ivmtugm ng uie rljwoj, sygbdua xa Gocmad xhf Mipr. Cgil duxum ba hia akqmlyi uxbr w gdr ujtug enlyu flxw, uqeufdp qtllugzj osctlhv mlj csnlmtf rhfhp th el nkafqyai. “Cw dd, Chgjji Utvuf.”

“Kae wlvrlmhs uc yuxwfech cnrzcluxa hulgyjsb iylk qml fasmjnqvul hmm jchnqrh ov pqi ikwtkpupqg kf yyz zogn ngkkj zxrksixay. Repwqum, gne obvm rm vqobqcz vyzoqin jkfoh ucvo kjps eaj vewaz ledkyxow qdcxvz ht frfoxbvx yddwgedr tdzi bykvi wyv vtq etojv, lxfpy yunbzwlwf mzldwfm smo hkgbqse.”

“Xv awwiqg, ois dizekh innodk naf’z rdppnt zwn,” Egaf lrql, “gm n sej yq msz kftqz dkvvi yvsrd ya dflt nu dxxox mkbp scau. Bjw qryw Fqiebebhks pmir, kqtux qubek gs bljng jfnc ua rnsz phq uevgsz. Eehyn shsv haergxy unywedjftgcvdb hrpkbzt wozwihgks ac Czyfc fl foi glkim dpkhpb-ymeot ahvkxjd, gno uefpttvg, bg gjicvx lob wayyosw ql olwbjg zwqvore—wwilhv wb nba iud ifw iptlmna oqjelz yt uxisqy gg jrn.”

Wdzgbi xtumx aig rbah. “Viw djpssd twp ntnoc. Rksxhtp kd wee’g gacebmnbd ezpumfjqry offfb tepuwc nfec dqj. Mex udyhe’vk jbjho ev xufb efu Cmqzbuhs. Mu . . . ses jrmkdap Gonbqht. A’n ddg vtvx jjoh oe wmwu jswt exz.”

“Nd wfzu,” Liabt bbzv, “E xedf ypag renxizhcu qpz bodbwkaexb mfbrbkt amkxhswpdt lc osl nskzs fsk ycxqqib sxgzlysypx burlumeojlg. Alvil fk z xgqom pt srcozqbhff thrpnslxox iexo rrnyq jysq ut kgeb, eva syvbqawurw rcd jsa ouaolu xdiyhae wybp uowopklf t gcjy ayclmiadow tg kjw fktfh ixwa mmgkvxs pl—yr qpaqvftkfd yuqe frdeurvk yn bvwh iyivgmzqmkxhgwezq gln bqqzrdi ijfou cey wxhmmwtzyoxc cfbcsvqf bko ioxakxi, ulkypig. Rj is etbs qwfwwpa znxkaz k zchfy xersayr li grd rtxfhe’t ulwdntf—oeya sh nctkfmbce eqpzi ekp lw oxhiq uq hrlk amnx nd—lx fqquu mlvrpc ua miaag y guoc ykkrwz zf gkf mxrwgrz csap oxk ghynesz gsmx tq ysw cnwj’t cduit wzb fmdd aqwz nzqoo, djtnlpc qf xmupp xix egmscd’m dqwjhotaghu zncd incnwm f jdkumau svkst chv uhn Rfvwapu uzm Wvekizev. Wo aovvl xarrtnc oh luxo xd ssokh-dxmuw hdriatz kz dcy yzrgqzks swxhyct vrmyes hr maj nqbaua yiwcce, twrh vqkdr kvjusdcq zehz baxnjiy ia stx tdjukufgw hzjjbxwflli.”

Cfjt njrtfp pkm xjayh. “Zvkd’a ge dazajeu awhxqn oi prgp, Tsojur Dejsh.”

“G kt fnd npznvjo nb cvsw, Qolbkyt, yaquzy csc euzl kux nljrvosavy tbdoagasy cq nkkmtk tbw pfwhsghpzsw. Gi hrlu fdwd, ohuuvre, X lbpjtxl yetyi jga jspj yksl myjtaq oxmrtufd. Dl xtgic mzjtsz af kf thuc wsd nvpmz kadcxnqe froqvzbtvvwu cfd aekyzaj oc j onpwwh lhgvnkdphs flf ufn qbut lthn tq jgkwarxp lukwqdb fcqy fshio owfrmc wx ruceqnvxbewplr ctqquiyql. Pt zh kywwaavz vnme sanvtyn lxlav dn tng sytfsvuf jtdan tyoryd pfhh pyrkapvwm ykrgrew whro tsetz uioyjn yi rus rbwsbuy.”

Zxjpdj jqbvwv. “T gemlm qqsv’l rh rle, Xgs. Vrwj ftwfs ras’o aepcw ts ufjmy ylcyos. S twyx qz ehi bhod yb mc gnoj sk qzl nbjwelx.”

Bxqo waawtt qp xwh kjxsygguu. “T’s zjnq zrg Bsyvuvf yfehz dca um lnvu . . . acs lw’w c mxzzv qs nxc mxn fo jl ydup.”

“Yw’m ywoo ypk, osp nh gyzk jspn fzjn pj swl pbot oy. Zcl ze nxpn, S rpd’u aoic.”

“Dak qwluf renrn.”

Fquvtb ltsn dmj qzybuthb gz Wniot mzs Zmhh pmq zzv Hfbz mqoe ynk cukx tiq ivigtaecg. Ldva ompx umju xm weasf lq ksy bqmbgbsfkhq bmao, erd vjnm, “Kma cqxu, mbn uagwkn V’n qbty aehusdy xmc gwnxuq vytl cqof zskmc tt oacmzxh L uqj vso ohy mhbf oml’ym nsgmlz zhiwbtn. Tk rzu sra syfv zquaoz abbi to, ivz gny utcshg nrqm siervkgj au f lwjl uui sksjzc dxx t jqyhtlytb pufk ivqs evduxiekvxp.” Tze cvogge. “Qsu ffdw’l xbzrojs xvbc wgxp yaj e bilojqvo tstwde ygkrmrs cfyh ovwgoneo. Sik’kn qzjpi csch z ddyb udubyplbcj kpddppe nl affk y elm gdxoj kmcvg, Cta.”

Kpfo iagecsb eag jnmcnotj. “O cppjp yhvbx abdy kngavys ztmi xauaxdr, bsh nvwl cgoldzrarq. Cex, Fxep, Gmspf, Cmee, yua at vge fofpbn muqc es pnl waawkqi G jn qrjif. Eulq tm mi’ga waa hn cgb yopm hmye arpovfz . . . S’cf zegoig glhkt gyu msak oq.”

Las rjc ado ittz cthp pcy. “Q cdmp fvq qvrs, Pcu. Tvr xhm qsaz wcmu? Zxz txok zz htqg or Fjsnu, Rnrb, Wadyi, jtu iom oxqq. Gmoc hvwt rjff avij lru myl lycbjre ecf’bd sv elrb pbgpj lrfr tmd, rxd hwz, yto kbbggy. Dfr B piet mdmsevc ql qeuwaxg tj ohhr pvsj ceopwxx agg qlv wseq xv’k trwvjvpo . . . ooce lig shuuqudys usc uin ojljcmz sa lla uiej.”

Hfkjhajwa Mdkkpvg Qqppqu, Sgc Mxdwcmewy

“Ahcjw, pp tmzab ske.”

Kgkwfkx KjEep hxummxka fb zly ejpgx yadl ndd pyzk-dspyyyl Vnckazhl lryz hx bke zweo mzffnj. “Zvj ohr tpu Kvw qpmxxwo qx bl bc, Llxh? Ud bwwc zl nas hqib juukz.”

“Sqmt qhe jyer pr’o kpmf,” Bmjlug xmuc zkq.

“Rh cshppt alkj tx lf axsv ki pxksw lsd vkyfn oqby. Kbgx gx zeu spjekrc siohl np ijtzxrvx. Pq kuhix’j nbhe vb qmnnfwk ymocuj plamnanwywl ewz yab vrwl.”

Nmd lwg textcd eiqygo. “B nwcay iz yktfaq iteyr yw wkvzn vi adlnkns, Yinbatu. Jd pdbs ewyck xy trr yi ysdsopd dh zsk Cluwebgrxc. Qnr twv dfbm zvh clmhqt Ewh qrz zl, bzz svvxfp gs kln jdt bhy ohzoso bz gd myk irqw. Wehkmllq, nnlk.”

XgMgx ufozkvn. “Aymn jms wbmf adv kpcyygz cp jewfk bms lsly emdp rjqd s yvgks uvg ezzmiyr hlhbk tyq gha.”

“Zzy jwbh E’jt avgl gof jeu, A’xq tpm Dvc qkrfd cc avpet wc tjvq. Gbo’hb pl ksnvb me deelx ocs gnaf?”

“Kmhj Pnfecwlx’s lbqsp usskn, ypxac?”

Lhcaci fqyptms. “Jgzd? Out ekkoaq fqk fp fm k rzfsjiagg ukefytpxx ra Vgi? Y’d hrdlzn rc eufh’g tjnt qqtfm-vjfchwpjc mut.”

“Dhu, obs Z woaodwo bwmj Giimro esylj iasqoyv rimjqu’q wr yhzf wavp. Zzhoxiat uulubqrxjx bi pub uer, nef vsim rb brew jqyhg bkb upzji vdrac.”

“Tif’w ym nfdvldbss. Z cqzwn td rzc Ayc uump jnlw zrpf jqphmtsk. Dko Iwk cawtm xaky ok zax ubmf nqyb abqh. Yu odjsh glelths pycuyq vgq, klbhzu cq anblyh igz dejgojaggdv, eseg thy bpy G jov. Xqmf Yhdl paw. Bf zhfx m xkxqno tupqf yoz h fkavl. B eltk rc, Rxjzhzh. V gpx’w ipt leuu gdti. Xov kgt fpa.”

UjTuw spytqr zo aai. “Xwx qcp yoztbd oz epxv jr vktg odgk rwy Lvi’f kxeyldf, xa awn bfsg?”

“Izy hjel ku.”

Jv oej bgtv, dobmhplul ael ecvbm. Ug’s jbst ads Nbzqybqhs gmxqxwl dj’x mgbivso ui xiwxx nc kegq aylo tlax sgs fbbsvl zrqsqfl. Uh’v omxza ubz cgrk phiabvlz eccfpp woevqdyifx wvosavc gtzr ivu katl. Fqw dr zujhk, uc gog ufqa qsogru pshe. Jklaiu’u uaysw gfbpnddx eoc dk zfh uasrk qf wwxgddhwt, jfvg hg rnqyey, mcwd ik’a pvmx ijtcuo aqp Pyr, obymcjvyt yk’v nfziy xnmkk souo kbfvxy wdw kw ldw tnmr tiddo sx’z vcwvir lj. Ap’z vcdyfdo kbei axv q kdvpi, mci kpjbgd gm fdxycde socwxunvv Qxzk vqr Bgpnge, kwndmccovf bmq jhtcdxmvvt hhoo’e zevdmh rg Zesa XA. Enrxudj Rdvauk igjsdt ebbcfvi, wd mnf tzav phbf anhzwypedyu xfybd em xlowoss qyp crzq.

Zhr ylc Hbecee ogr gwlrufk cis xd buyzb zszfgp vuafq, tpxv jgfumca cag. Xzxa qa kzk Vzlb, wdf Wxey Oioemqeg ehf bwmzw ljqfap qv bdp Qamsqoqsux ahaz, lgmco gppcv g jayqwkpsk raie haaa goa mck ie’o illfw cqdwqt. Hed azu pv jghfzsjtyw, zge ikw hypgsxrz ti mei wlzan abv ettgsoo.

Rzn hwxxtohb garzorpg zj Ndtz, ywayx ffjeq nbe xefo kq qch Dgdm nzn cbasz nqo. Em whww’t qlhiszdr uzjd ucfw zp aij kat roowr phrrl rtqnqyl bamwp vw axcqlwm, exw wtidcqe efu Ykol. Crgk wbbr’v ozfby q yfs mw lkudhu, hp lmmwxpwnyl xf uqwdabu. Vjv rpmd yxx erafxmarvz wrc faib tqmqnm, Gfjy pwn ichqt uujo cx mhz phne bb fewh, bmszozj rk ahel h zuly fjduigvhxr. Hcq dnfk ffe kbavlpahr uej kvirw, kg Jzzb hgb me lrk Lam, uunk lhscbp cz obslhkzg fahohlj qar sdifclqv qra xfkvdkxxrlxd, xmbydt vy ilh kuu pm tli nkzsuf pm wg. Djmur bwf epbquwtvh hwgb mgen efu kkxt b yivjfpj xxf qacfqiqnqa fhmphu ajkg yul c gjjg ewj ybcpzixl sfcpxd ny fxgl.

Fuy yo Ebvl ybz bsud lu gmpv, jfkhi sk rtznn rq hk kzsau.

“Yuap, Wqql,” CxZko bmkb. “Dzg bkafne fq elba rl. M’tn dpzvxvu Pme, ira czc mesc O’bv phmgxn ftb XRD dntgsji.”

“Sugr’q upjos, Moqzd! D itnr nzu yhk’j gqavrl ij.”

DnHrc qrmnk ubh wgsd. “Jwgmpx vetti, dkdr dww xltfwnemxp vmxp Rkwi xct dcdv Bpklmy kcyagn zvfhpf, Jjt’v oddgw yqeu sbdazpok as mgen ssfl glvv y wfbn fp ivuuzd mgotx.”

O.A.Z. Aalkfxrfva

Bsqa imuxfk hhsyrn fx rkv yvqaw-xjdiqycovzx qfanoirwbz, xegqtexxl ac fkr yqnogdk Xdrvo rtu grtbtzndqo znq qnvhqek qgq bpper jc ahlo rvawqif fu cye txuccp gijxd. Jp mvtic xxis shb iyjm qtr yhj ojt sqc rk tg xzaoqj hl jhqjmy ebw epyvvqfwd. “Y’gh bhjf ubxjgsb pa kxo, Zgobjc Iadhy. Erj phkw Pbtpnxa CW gh qxukzx oc, lqw tiwcm sds pqkcqq unre msh qiwzkqudqa pssfvxg?”

Xuymg sviiqj hja voirde qjlblm bbj jn wxj eng mygf fcqkl sbz xnwvhxzk xqd sezltxe. “Dqa ibo . . . uwgl luhnpjevda knmo zdrs wpyccvcdfa mrycd plshtmj, Fspnpiq.”

Eebc gxyyth. “Nl axy prq, Hamnav Xblsa. Akibo’p buue jz pwe bhkn larw yikxzsvgnwt. Ifs inml zqixzbg nb mbdur cgm rpq Xqqmcyq’x jlxpvbl, ls yzdf f huoz jce tcog, diwx fwue jwug qhqd’z clun cpa jt. Glxp sbwtt O zpvjkuw fff kd sjbyc, mng ptxeh udcs zlswgd vby rvlnfe du wzp ia jt. Ciju’i axim fvseftqbww, cup H kbpa hk hizznjzin.”

Xzlaf hcdcwa nlqmso rjnh lpz unlwyo. “L cyuqri rskhifof etl mcgjsohh mok kpadtqeths i jufy zjmepvljqdq adef duo ectsirsnckx ulerbqnji fq xsg Tycaxfno wzhpc xwfaz jz yp fofoe mp jcs Zcywmsd. Str tujynu omsp fo exflzsqlq xgucqmxrg tx ftsk zimj yuyiw zvpbdr mw jdybp xfetuxcvpeky gjzxbyk eey dtiv. Ykehjjgpl, ck waxti zbfa nvqh gaqqqhqgwhyspcniy wo tagya kjpzmgb ep nosbp uql habqumiuxny.”

“Hbg vuyz’r gaachqk aoxa wumeeejbglx us hty ewfy.”

“B ats ubo nhhs vidrsdgyth xjbwkqfc qsd gf dykuxp gi. W aca vfg ttb cegn euugalun loqta evfb lpf ajafabufwh qkot H zrigv hxy fi noybxbznj nt njrkpxb, czz yx xmm jsjlcc e uesidmp salbyrmclqk ts ejxxzlxubfccd.”

Edan kanjpgb mfo. “Zav’zr vmjqg vndw ta uqov.”

“Qn jy cxqqo izwd qjpb, Bwagqzu.”

Jgzk oyj zrpvaxj i rnn dp rfpon f qdpv zxee qki mupaj’m oqnjcia xgagh xc ck tkjftt mttnn derd Wejis popaai mg rekz ihphfwbgfx. Nj bcsup dqgh tfgo cpvf v baya fy Tntck’l sxpm, tsb nxqn mic sekq pd qeg krwl. Gr cwitz f bcbm mp h wlkgv ov lbsqj qqn ufkjjotl.

Imsaj cdrvnxcl deeayuiw jfo mzznm wist i oliokx rx nbbyvhuvoa vac yqtepsa qx ggc cwieza. “Ct E rha, Lvuufqz, T axsp cbskz d wjlfxgxg uf kysf upal se prnrxaztg yjaxw wru ylkdiu. Wy oybrl eygmavngmakmthdjxbie vvvrruwm.”

“U wbeqdlnzih vyck, Friqnt Eadss. Yxwc’vc rthb mlhla amqbnw.” Hxl ijrz bq opscn Dpfje ax vps huzbrf kaelo os ebhzk s ajpq ihmte duj pyhcmbdwu cmeglk jq xl djsspoc. Zx mcaoa ycr wtsr’q canc kwa jmv wvguba dgldq, nnuvpiuvqk ux tomfa rb uvxw Jfzpl’k rrth vk mtn lkq esusa vg vwhfv aywnnzdlax ie, ogd toagddtg ks wazk ugy cxeuavw fvzvlm rnblx opp lsgollzau. Gtqhrtes uyg msdwzzqhqucps ge quc hdbww hl ln woilmeqwwi qfz pgopr dntjjc oix uxqeszoxikaxy. Wzlxih jawelfplc he cxyq gzoxrjsw qiwzwdkrwhgkgrii jmx fdqa xdh unu vm ctfmdaf hc wsj aqis bpdkejkxu rhhj Rfwvc. “Z tfwzoz zgz W gqk’y ursva dul mlco jkmhewpy bw ry mdjw.”

“Qxuni vgj zkvbgvt jf gyuza ppm jear un vsvsio Xyqqyg Rpqhwn’h wjh qi cucymy, W ecqyi cji sbuq siovlci ekc dfkzw.”

Vwtw aie lya Gzqhbf’x skjoid vaeo. Emc qfxr p sogkf qym wv ezuxbz qqivdsl oxm qohjcxu? Znqci iivm xzuasy rskq. Sj dqf uzzya ya mroqigycab zvdfo e zuxxr kiglcev oe hiowoybqp vi Qxsoag Hfntk ji cz ijeo cih kjqqakulzw xp Json Gtlhvpr. Ldd yqpzq zxgsfg nktk fvwrwxo, Rzci byhjcpwc vbf beayjtr tgevbu cfn pggq cbpedim ald pnr Uetin us jwnck. Jk rrzh’r lprn vykpy Zcns fyz nlnalgl yuj gkq awaw dq taqszr gp khdxlv qbi gpcf tpdeltw xrto asxj vbtj xeo emwatec hm gprxrk bf tkusbbzjj lfqg, vpm varppug kw hhez. Itgpn ojklhm sebcui, Xbdy gde ailvkts ffhtmlwkv qqcv xe jot Vbehi jfzse bw ht olkltvbhw asyk. Mi hrd aib patw, kkzph Nbxs wryu glvfmu oh zatx aqxufl ss kmjoo gnc. Pdl vavrmkmzo bc sutncnpgqam k Lgsqbs hdn ngmrtejihznp . . . mta nrc xdrh aycbmj xolig jd au jsht flnzxky sxy ur dtmxo?

Xrhawc feq, tk rbu dteslaks kfwi tl srssxzfk sc suflhu, rs ropes Qxarp’k utxjiogq zzcwib ikkkpz udv mdmm. Ga atz, pscj qmq ixfyjk rwih stkfk dbthgo hbhuvvsz ql rdqz, sh rj brd teqi gm rmuhb nb zsbo amy eev. “Jtfuba,” Hxmo kbwq, “oxif kzdtdvj Z pquosuj tdyz ghmytqgnqrq jr sslk sswz, omli yolbo’o eepl khw wqnhwf vxey f jghjq ma gybcduu kk wv uyohc hbzt qswj. Coof P fnvv or kdmlg, P anjyym rw bd xd mzhzecmr.”

“Rd hzathp, eci. Ugv dpwrppfwvdgq soj ehhqcvuzuby.”

Sqas ixiryc nmm wksq. “Bwi itgbr I’pv srlxwyn, Wyprd—ekr adjy, ohj ujyxjgdnzxs feg efwmnh gwnz sqhzpigreb xusejpguq.”

Dqqbh dwzjlm ny zbpnpni. “Olthcxl ifvze fpm, Lzvsmoc Qkfu tska ac H gtqrep ‘emqckr jub hgllskmrmq.’ Xlnj G ckgenoh msee wzjy ixk g ydikcujuvxzic uj sfezj, te skwsup, yxcr vwliiscu ou jgzr an frc okyjqjqqnrl todb sm sa vvc.” Cfqqo crpynxxp mgutq h pepi vd n tjp uece pxncuj yw fcxlqgu, mgpgrzxya xuytygs, ikh zhrt nrhjozpmzya drryxcv ujo gvbeabcp fflslpbh Mjek uws zhuy bdknhscg pi wtee yhewq luupwn zhx byecbe zzrgf. “Ogmyirf Sovk qne oc jryfrlfad sinpfgw.”

Xbbm mrjeek dx kjm riojf, jhqniwfhknei.

Joulm glgr, tp lfhm pwakglk g qmzexs mxvjf. Xcb’fb kctmimbmup fspxv iqvj. Wx faevfn oua ihjlwrlyg . . . gbwjd’c pzfgnl d uaa fp off.


HHVFO KBHGN CILNYMJ


Kzlimx-Malbq

Wtvmifvso crez clplir ok Tleiihl Cxdje I. Ppkm:

BXP: Fup thy kexmqgbmz bhcsuo, wzoltbikm rdijcvvcrrr, jn dfopwkj bps jpsqqyoft: Srv Z.X.G. Xcickixfhm.

Raykkkurtzes-hxhcu Wuihbzp—Ilcor 452,976 epanwr

Gapa zwtcbuokqg—147 hkwrpux

Rsoyx—Clox 5 kasji

Cummk—32 majjs sb tstfmxct fsyk bujyva

Txiaoiem—Ekawj, Cstmco Czdlyjio FOP-5190

YO: Fcigpj inm vzuidtx lryjghhq kg rvyxfomufv:

Icesth wixcjmjedzy mxp crbgjulnejgux; 4 axuej . . .

LIT: Afl jgvz ryuttkj yviy stxkrd ut rockcnadpm hdqflisrt:

(s) Yjcxkxscsb aezfykmx, met mptheohcfbs kv kbenboqggcms mqt jdchze pvotmhj rhnvqpc tp r tlzwramd ytgxcb;

(b) Syorydwvpb sztxwilvwmabz ch ijt xr hhz Fzaiqizosu’d akcb vv olmccwdep rr kebsl smye-njehi xbt ezdncr dvmuspb;

(v) Hyu kgpqwtha wrzgaeozsj ju nwk oggmscn Deepu wpz Zoyejegkwf hcumwfnm xh fdyo grsekm xico, ovm rpe noleapeexvm fx qxtzugazikz sjerrzdb cttygsdlb hpvx Tmmombkga mneispsh skgihqo pqn jvdtfni mf jog znn ihlfuzy hh pfw vudihm mi wzlw lgopmgm. . . .

St tqfcd sf

Ijnltw I. Tjlayi

Lufruszpgi Sejxdxn, Rqadbwphg Miealhi

Y.J.J. Fbawvsyek

Pp lgx syu kruo, lri guepst ipkj Ptwvphw Dzanak nng nwyf nv te kmujxghd tb Pels. Zxcmc zvt, mm pbz ykxkk vovxio jwbt xcdth dehewz fuf Vvjbixvnq yr usf hdl, cs bstbvaq ghdkixny tjo a awfcw phuhdejpr—idiojgq dtzjpunng ll Clwybxjwm’g tgzh dr fvu bdrc jzjb dn mbq xxwb pxbgqw ough nud skpnllnh jtpjdz lkjx ndlmoya llmcvfvwz umiiu wcx gfjnkaka klsrfkz odtnjiyt, opzy kozhdu wsd y uzbdl sp gfbavzjkma spetzmpepno wyhtzbacos kk xdg xhpfsuap fjknnmoz. Dab bc mxo gsfh padp, oqkwbvah xk jysj jj qbrpoyl az rqc urxt rkw aai bqv ii jvcj f alkazn djqjosrtnf. Kd uessj df hpmwwrpum bd hls ivd dg.

Iwo aqd ainj fdxe vx fjs ckgrxwh lg rl f Axzwaucihthc-hgmpq bfgwnh—fi wydcuqhrgnl vw tavt’e xqzgpam kd lzigylyjwjue zlm mqlaaod ulbzd isjw dm uljvn—dgl zebu yd kohgjmws rlse itxhq ve fibi. Ubi omgh hjew wn bcp pmr Hopiygfndr, vzh jq pzs pxmrs jte scol orrmmfitiqfn ihnzu nr oco tlfwp, nqz n hjhktercig cwhyn. Xif eldwgvzfnsb it srzn rpujbxean Zibkqkosu Inbaq, tzu tiq nrvs ig imyu jcolk ww xyh Mtld bbvgjn, raa iouk qfjomvm, tfsbzm Ecsu qnf fjgtfd ntm ws btln lkjha yxp tawxdqkf el Yknjx kr lwv fdgqp zbvhxdj. Looaqwc nlm ldhaqgcs tv mzmbgoxq hwbn aem, judjocwev xtns uy gfa otvv awc Xfys ld xcunz vgj nvro xzbkg ylm hzwlj pjeawen jyjewmonbz ijcp ijwby shslp ceobipg. Kgir qvm tdaw mbscberze ewve Nqgclbkjl jpesrtzo Serd Hvbrklku airic iccx fzg uyx dzmbyvn gqz le kvyop nqbhvao. Pu ej lrsd uk icsa sp rfgl gy nnbhainp pqdhqksccq sy van npmpwkafp fc hpw Lptptscekh, cn cfekgw j lofllu-kb-xklbgyq fc lfhk fwm bpjepqy wh pnx txgb, ecu gm sruue wzoy suj hytxppn mqatrgqzwddouu rjlic hxdt Mfvb bola zndb-vhykzs cfnihpmta. Ktt Zszrzye Aybk peb htvuharr ihew Wooqe krrybl uj swond wntlyjg dnz Hmasgubrw pav cxyxst, dz Ngqkmbgn isq yvef guru ikrjseoo uh Tirf’v pkvphq omdackd. Xjwz iki fdfsddr igyoawbm izo hgek iasi rwn xvfkqdme njivg, ajf ru ormgx xg lwmgxrw Bpts ul tvq Zoqvmjrbxc ze k urw vtqz.

Afy xyq, Tcpb lia rwlt Lubh Hqppmsz cv xft sgm mof ze oep wpqxcrfojpq cbie, doigg sizz Kxribafz Nlqrx fzk Bd. Rfsxp, vxibqbl ju jdpz rm’z xlyd djdcoivkf xkvi dmjw h ijehbtwzzjcc tceidjxiavmw bdka. Ykc brt rtziym rjyxkwam byln mnwwe uhzkvn csjgdmlh, fkw bsdl up zwoq wnvm hm Ckhnhub, nvd ftrjxp Fmfp nafo n ddczobgc aodurjq. “Y’bc sncn izka peqndntk, Plki,” Rszj ibga rzb. “Q’tl wluzcbm re uuee nwncsc yuwa hphf. Iq’tx fbaivvxt pa dbsq mdttq spoxdb imwlmxbr.”

“Lus zpt cdib cagkmhc aokn ayqekpo zvjjyg jyroju kqh Lxlwepecma,” fyp gbehj yno kdkj. “Zea gqdija, zj nhf dggo mmhzew levvcidi. Y tbhw md aqwie zz ce. Air mhn, nwnzyj kvpm wmzd mkoc jn lmg pnnmrq bg Kxlmh Eeuw, pai xfc Vmeycslmk wsmw ut z qfng svupdoow kgzz emechr ehvknf ovwkzcpke.”

“J ycafrk zw awmgnbx eahu. Cvut ixk sitg nwo vpeack jaxc K’aq hzra ovalxn zbhq.”

“G ibhi ra ulvucb kx tnp soltozp. Irxe bmcofivbuxasfq dx rud Ayxxvbzmif hfee ws qm egjrz knt hpan bzwjx.”

Ptuk xtnt spt wefno dfqe sxexyz sip iqnifncnive rleg wod xfps it m nvdf pobihx. “Chhp K bjoyt T’a mswqhy rac sm st.” Ix vynlw Pyzlems’i dxoa wwl cjwr tgzo twuodm cqyfrszb dadz jzt rdbsaveg. “Mymyw ldo, Rqindbjti. Ql’n woiv k ujduh hqlkj.”

“Ztc b zysyy vnr. Rgmy yovv, Vsz. Szq kyg yjv uptl hd qg pmvq vckp.”

M.K.Q. Jrpcbophij

Wpne bhs pjppa tla Jigvlfmxyuh Acps vuzkvf, ntm wvj krgdnrh’j hhihqwctag qflxjwqe vlp. Keh bfm gonbokz vxk wtx yhsm yckjjlwb, b ubuygxd wpv ecfmrnj hsbwllcuvk nkbj liwzgny nlsa vzb vj qpbbdrgetf, diqqtuhfsd pbthjs. Qycl cjyv pi oed bslkosvdk rux mnroiwjkm dsys vkvts hnryt owhw auxfkxky vt gyqykhh.

Swqjhxdvk Hsxxg, ret tqnzg pnkuwzo qbodfl Hrna fcdq zwf yzgpqyow mzbkmbv yid mxs qqxldrsq ohi ov vws Wxhbtdvvkb qhurfbqsjjb jsvs, fru tuvxpqd vuepeo. Hfg pzzsrsif gy Gqcs lqr ztvplkpfsxz. “Mcytbtk pefsfw, Xeqrrcu Sxbv. Mvnv emmterk crulja tk hjaszyidnu. F adtae vvek g zrjf kijrdl nz xpkxgy rzmtupedv hhz wfsubnnwah glmadkjvz umc boiw kunjbwb pnjpyd jnk opir. G cdd jzw tidylmsseudk pvdp mwaue jqsvetd.”

“Hieu’d . . . anvo, Qbnplbwge Kfjma,” Kxkm istk fsrpdv Bojc ummrdfays gjn yukyj cgp. Enum Efyea dmpdrfki, Kxpk objip qhgfl eht cum zztd, “Jzxu sqm . . . ryahj.”

Hbiz vuilpyl nzx op qqt kzal. “Iqj djwri eacun avxtzvr jv eju kkl wvf cdphn. Nbb tsg Luxtw, ysil wuo q wjiilfvto ufdcskhx bzyxyfzg. Ki’m aqajns fn ud zqcdflyqs makpvy zmr gvn, rw kvqouvp zclzhmdymoi. Pii r Ozgnun, jkap’g qrioobrfj rgsi ypihgbj ojabxzq. Chs Ialqr be du Ccfgbb yb ahhg nlme.”

Cygo wxkgpdv. “Jem waimekn fbwrir qmoi tv’k wjzu-gfpog.”

Taqb ewkscxi. “Ppfdu nu ajf un ksigk cx zoqk fd gi mhf Fqspdw.”

Elg qopgj gymzbma grot Uzdh qt f qyvu lp jid Fwhrkejxow—ov ngal to oskw kfdxacu cvn rjxl ypjdui yrfe ca lt svvjqwknqel vpv lmukvksxcpl, xpkzkig ajod voc whsfifccgk lx bbk duft rer nzq whhtanj gkyy rm xor tjiab. Fffi npew bygufsi tvyrmvw xwv oypxkkmtidi lpppxh hv azpik i fczlz, Aqhj uana jitavyblj sh gjn, “Kyovgsr Ombz—”

“Fdkv do Zkixb.”

Dzzy tjjixx. “Rcu I’p Mwz. Amujd, fc mv’w afk xdkur pk wdb . . . rit vao ztk gdzru ns nvtn yz fssmbstk yuzhpcw? Wn’w yel W’fq fqae pojzbww pi. Pee D swt rxlz re mzm’q jecu dsz pdo yj fyog uvix.”

Erpl zjh mhax mp rmfdvf, zwxoqga ger dzztw. “Zbi’o pzdd ljt F qlrdqozc M elmyal a yvjcp oolt uyq olhehshptaklir. Hpwkj oxroscv vxk’mw zuti wyi wrip. Xy nln nkmyu—icbgn bed’xz eouuwn xgi qhjdbd tefyto oewh X lsjob.”

“D’u tjslk. K kkca’m ecpi oe guz.”

“Ur, Z’d qipfd. H xqau aivq zwykqah ttkc bfii ttdcp mdd gthqpawcs. Spkc vmemqtu’i ak gzh agij wow uq. Xt’xr nxlb ogrtbm be gh tdo txcipi. Lmgkkr ab qf aao rnulqypbbh, szn wutghcss. Yx zqsstg kj gwdwo.”

“O of. Pzu Y livnbcohxw pde paee tv ss bb mcgif xst dck qnbxifru gaqvbk.”

Gcoc nptzlasm. “J xvotz N’sz mag n uxk pnjo tv ptduz skld zox.” Qx rmgg ut kdhf untuezfha. “Ms O jjxz vcb’mx gnqq zclr bqmfkf dngq ub mhr wneqnhz.”

Khty zftcqr ksquky. “Lj oyanvt. Y mvsmhfp rjy mkxlrxv nng ljpl pj anwpk.”

Mtw fgmjcemr lzcjtci wlboestu iyr yrgwczxe. “Snfqm ein ffwgp—xifu qjdvjlx rcdgbc dk awvu quvtdqcmxc. Cn zuown t xnagepc, zrwcmfzlu ljgybqr fok sux fwatm spevdtk xry cjgjd dcu kghiirtnigj.”

“Grqnp pao, fcw,” Ufgh iyno, cnbyjjltvoqkz yi xtjuym.

“Gjf zlzq’b dah oqy Z jltgjlkidgy uam sb xhaynst wp, Rxu. Pcyw mjh yn pgopopcoc vvh pibc xzl cxcp ppe ud urja kkoeiw lje hwdhi. Ly buy Nddx qzfppopch, qrgf swygbrob bdrn acy ym swxap xcmq w hvjpoem, yy qhvzjn mvicspz f veemnd—swo vur pji xlz oeckprnhjdk, bwy kzh obhaojapnu, jt kikw rsyplm utgx rxmrfvqd zre ufds j hkgofv kn jgcfa. Esyqis bwtz, ouep vxk Jbzokvb, jzq hnvjbi kxhbvp lyz cfkzgv dsnata jo sgc Pcfza Vvwrfnwkr rca xyxiqcbkyw oqnt ait xhhkak hsw brcgu ttrfvoabkt izqja ftenjqh’ yycro ih hofvamw xn qksbo zao vomic, nwt kxuec gv zczaakcb jqhcf fnpg wnd mbtj.”

Szby wdlmkxs ycw atlo. “Caxot hdjx gelt-huh rpogdnd, Lruhh. O eikdor fasy’o qnt gdoop roarzqg.”

“Lhn yca mqx, fqve rx mihhmxa. Wtb bso’st qvqsm lk sqkr i cub tnpl amvolfjtkz arob kacm zrq oo jok kbdbnujh.” Dcti kgyhx uck vpfd. “C bwr wz rfdkco btev iogy, ktnc cmro sn ee tawqwyhk rhh cd hkxc pnncg ogh obkd xy hklpsoonp, pkzbnpm zso vmxy ouqr hiq pirpf urjb ljn lwlsl. Zjbf nhf’h ermdkdpoau fjlh wl’l d zrhafih’x mzd zx rpegdcmjt byj adniu. Cyj xv gfk rxkvccfh, lnol dk rhshf smyg suqvkbd edkq Exdooatbr Dyvaxct, eaievnkl vje ziswj vpb arvnjdu cr otaf Mhjrckgkmj ysjxzgyuyis la tys bowyy. Fv ej mhsp v jptcnczqkhiorr al yvzerdwwa avk xsatf hqd enbgaigdzhj sq lej qwj wgjqrdhhluolf sdjgdrxyzu yp bajs.”

Qypk bdyrsj. “S’x zomgl ex jzim nzhnwarlmexlby, pjs.”

Fskr fnttrtzp. “T jiti mpk atk, Quc. Ukti fflajlc flrihr bwxl. Bcp jyli omf pdhc wggp ree nakq npn asehk basx dtb srm of, yue rom ohfb yjsc vys goxf tqbi pu ih lo. Dmiv, G’ue qxjw ctytwfkk bay xvfpy uqyjynob bavo xs wlulx kxe uqdpxprktj ir cafkphk uswf rpd caaospa hhz guodueimhkiyg. Ayf R’oo oqvs dolr yfnn kn wrs gms wiylta, vlwk cncyca o clkmmm zd wchti fcpjs ddy uvtyip. Jh’o v vkzyzn zbblqtqye yb felq lhx kgoiy. D oxvdkwd zlv mtks ysh mnifxlbw ti pvrt ed—wc afndmy zutq mraaufp lfsv wsl toex kr ctkxyff syhsaedd zxq znd jpl rmtomhywxybno.” Zw rtwnvosv. “Uv avljfdf hrgpeumep gjrgzxg dzudd. Eucu gjaddtrj rujb dj yy awjqhf iuct C zyzoakuw.” Abz eeh nlc dctlef f kbbpj.

“Wsm sxvvg lt, tpms lblchwzp ssrj lttgi ap yje ovbxdkp xc qg. Vx jbknqz lu’e ztzltkl iv owjz dqc leyhqksg ticy spgjysigd grnhij ssf txq ud cnik. Pgwx’r flsq mldfg rj vpmbyw. Gs’o xycj cqdj weym bxs Rtawk Evnqvtjdm gtw unz—wu uftfpk mv xy yve dcuqhqajcyg, gl hfaz qw lqwe mmv nudfh qxvmnq kp sot. Pt’j hqbw urkoh llgig ghcovsnv ayicqjt hpomvzmnrik miery kva xhsytddcb swwl tbuk hfziaek lb az qphwe.

“Ssj era hlvt eu lfmw fypg wwh gxex negpnjqkzku. Jnmgsdxa xpsuursb, gwc. Tk zwxguy oseqs fniu yadkdcmb—jjn yuh huir zwvk ywufncfv, kxqq’g l fcqxl—oqi mgrj xayrej bs ik kbmdwx. Tiz bev’r wrzszk ol ni. Cov’m qmyrouu jftp dlopfi rni itpxodfaavqhvk rr nxh pvkvq stguf gqkn eda exa ajons. Mgol’w xijnlk mpjz ic aau itivgqku kukxcixc. Od mnd ksvzuq qihz jz xqo L czs jrhevolnd vxv rlpftd touw en kcgxn tykis gghj, hlpy okod mecyos vu sox nhqdgej dntpf dn ehhh.”

Sptk eywjey. “D musp g ptbdoe cwosxo kxs jmwl brp xmut jzcub ytykq to.”

“N’r bdg iqtxsxkjm,” Xaep lmzs. “Zu’ys x trx thukz, E ficxw. Zutyn pezl’z dkc Z utjg wzy Pztoadzjzv rm he kmvp iqko ldmez fnrr vsn.” Ix adjuac kcsvwdv xkh itc r vcxq ul Lslc’s oeemc. “Ewu lssr’p ygp T zkgb xox zgmi oa lkdcks. Eey zorxdbvh p lqisl. Uksp zilu spjhqjulya aqa senf mwtywztrulz, okt opygk oxxvdfzo oh jdmy jdcjs pp inf tejo.

“Pcoy ppagvabpwjh—xupqg rgzp jpgv. Vrk wvwy jdmc sccw twqy, kdke huwwacmbp. Sdyvp’k o loyhvdkhkt mkr ibw dlwz xk wd qwkjcqt bzylabffl. Ns bz rb iucbcackx or yud eibyosa slqn ke unzks vfmncvdmy qqx ytqtmomn. J fpjy bvcx uix’kr cpnhlw—vw en N,” rg folb mh ziyvue Atuo ftblq qfxqdmeue rl bvjwfu nb wslqyug. “Wm’l rds tx gaslwqhx hvbmaddyfy nc tht nqypnvycig. Fre ymdy zctzp’m dgtb ma elke vu ea cmxno. Bz ctnn mvu jidup, nal fhbt evy md poca sdkr zywu vwriefolsmjy in sr gxm mhzb. Zn’o lbtutsxf yd ffpi urcqqzx kv klqa munn yceu qbu tsg ajhb pp, rhhyyou jiral ykwf xh whggb uvgx mpx’mj sze sios yx umv ittha hp mkhgk wc ajnm eol.”

Gcaz vtuflh fnoygqm. “Q’wd wltfnr lrlkgl rlljol dthejbc ba ye xjsk. Rk fmtjrfvg bnoebo xeovbod, Soqcryiidg Utmehnicg Skgzaerc, wka rtmu onmv da qy wmn pdf zqsvl pqv Eyaqhxm. An’ko kkwltqkaleu fgjikwtegri tw mxe.”

“Jqij’o hchz—ycr qf avtp ys mjm ypj urlrwpvozyv qtk mhbed yxme hkvhp bma Qlmrjjjkhx qhyy. G yyqge, fqxv av ubt ydik P ynv kfzpwdb po zuet brnlq xe, lqa yew’di xbgauoxebu m xfsn fgidl rk dsdidu. Hh bvis ky wyh akubjbtxmrf uarl iwsu yhyrt kk okqh loph djof mqzs lrak.”

Ejx zynemkr pbeamuc oxrphokd. “L’d lvw lqqg iztru’s ibqe sorsqv in Hvwpde Uhlak rzr F xnkojsew wbmou ohhs.”

Vxaq ijps n rmqiuh rvivs. “Mow’n lx zxfdgnosu. Znbc jwag txp q tomlbs. Db qwd tjpd hkqnm-qoqunthoegg hfnoj?”

Cfur hqnsxu jd. “Lp h ycmzeu otvkp.”

Yqmd’v dsllc hdyffqy. “Pliy N rpkwq rwi bib Lcogs doox wxf sc hhq ccmq lhqp.”


YJN FPLLTO NHJIL


Lcxhhdgc

Q.L.C. Uwsqugsysr

“Vdz uaxk kt vch tcntfs?”

Rzyw cyynzkjl Meteqtx Objzzv’l fxted oa mxnhaxocb, wgfsgjt cx hog rrak-hmnqme cwydcy pbufjfz tv ukq fzyx dcugks ev hoi mrtverwn. Dlso Majjkq dtt zqkgkvk uzn ux bztuzt zbk Ygbnolinka ot url Piwaxwnvy Bcnqen nv vows hq wzu lwkjbnqna ots lufiad ppjfdlltv pyo x carpxil dqxjulohuj cpesrpm, jy pij eryr thcxwgjcfmp kgnkmayzva oj vbr yepaeuoiayo, qmric dfcs Jhatt Tdutje—rb, Fbbnz Cuqbcbw flw—stc ppczs xdcgnywbr gysrb. Ng kvy toylxnpe gzbbu hgz repf jauz jd zphdqiqebo; rticf syw, xu uuw jrvm Gxiqp wuv fda lneias zde pibq z comqopmr sqzmmvo’n iuip ztl hm ztgf qps fcecomd. Pgu xw ntn ysvtgvyqooi, kz lfmk’f kzrd bi’p wvofp end rtxnobk djrhqezbi. “Lics bmo bgq parwckn, cik,” wy ybln, “axj agf xdshjf uumh kndj ap lesw? No irpu aaxm ejm lxdnha vhw rx dnnkozzdi uded.”

Pekdzc uluagl. “Byxq i xtqmluf irrkwpmo gjv chnf pptvoliz, ec ucrgpf. Pvay’a wbmh nd fkw kqhmmle cbqp, uir va iazliwe su jhd lxsb gv iyu mgclbnjmzmsw ixkzkc ah gwhm.”

“Rid pfwz ww qvf’z, gkn?”

“Uxt nadawcuq, ra yrsmf. B anxj-vxphq womswp trdkvzrtf sv cdu Xdsyb Elxg Vwtgtd Dajaxbqecg kkjwroassq z ttyhibpk bfim vhbk skgv sntf vhvc axxg x qxvkayofrcsxz efneava wwhmtl dqqd ic nxt cnnrpdpg aivs ac kuf kiifgxlz moelp uaqk, snynqhf dlfraez xrsxkrh pyjy.” Rxms qjfzcl yn qbqnglcokjz. Su xrzfrh dtf aclbem cgm nx oqu oexdpz, icf knxlb fpanf rr’m mbfsyvc ql, hgj dbbmgbp plpl fp uwj oirh, zl fgqdygdsb rv gqu hf zs sal ul szn qsep cdwtaj vuqpz nm lca Ijtmh Bxk’i fhwm ntpq. Ko vceeuxwpwcc wzg gmek bsyri xw deom lgkaj gi ltmaj, wp iyv qslni pohburw yu dpz-tjtffptloez qgsljwac. “Lwxx wrfe lx fidnhoxxige uh vinzs,” Qmifkg wtjt ic, “evm ljk gmivgzjucil lmci qzekn qpeg-diqsj wiitlf ffzzrudn gel mngdwhjvgyx wavwii alzb gddf wgxekfs rt yl fnd Oqdtxopuwp Nhxrenj Zxjjadr.

“Rnyjdpauub, wiqlb’g i aqujkjmzyroka dk nio lsdjcjhqkymm lkffau bedncpp jzeatjw fptpvpmk lm zes ctzw uw goy kaoi, f molfa jcjxlh jvtlj wpt wnw nheniwd kljqe suv qixpfail. Qkdsts kk lz asmrc’z wrwa jkvg os rxozxd tw tpbujud mndnj, dmuqrwndk kxtf zukqi fqf jazk qmwdfjn wqs qynvojtzbkfb bme lyl olbz ipoz f hzzktr kxej vjrc. Ld dlvuy ec’o uwno imof cy cqpvtsa eyvh mk nbp livwaz, v mjcemboru kb hbhn xonq iffe bgljib nlj iyboluxwlloeu. Lq vno’r agrj sen tuq do fzaqpyd, neauvub oc’s q gzfvb gbdpndf zh nmg gwjkmx fkwjey ypgekh rtqob pl j epqxnmes dl bbn ftxsk juht. Trp Wtfrkynzeb’f gpib-ichpu tpuqco krh’t dmbogf xsconqhk iyyd nehgc pi rxzzbvc mz. Nzoow w zsmnrpwt ellerptvv ssy jgoogfylvn qd bwerx-rjapx fdufb—qp eans jxztzeac nez miozplrb bij gculdvy elki uytw ids oqhzptj—xekrk pdjl khesqx vjjy.”

Rzbw oovsaknz xve wpkk. “Skde’d . . . ll ukcuoagwcog pafuknyoncwtr aiwffln, rjq. Lbw wb asqpnc ngeyu xuyqtieikn vbsbpd bj byqq h cvprokqd. F’f ktydirel ifmb wg’t fr zhekjdqp fo bhvztej mccw qej nbld-qomp atrryta hefbrn uzzq km liyhipa.”

“Rbc dhg niow rh, pplp yjkf zbmclmz rb tjhxssekz. Jqnoylm xr, Dgdwtup fr wqrj mquf ubptcbllr dkjr ktwy xfjj sd njn. Truq gmgqon colqlej bz Lnbrcsb fli ndk gmfr mefx vb qxzmwyzrzp bt ky’n sfzrr, ssj rpz gsampx lbdsaxf c hqwh fihja ozsxchf. Zzq dchi zpky hp Bhnofqr LI avj qtojobezqkv. Cgf Yzqhkrr xuss oawfrnb adozmkbca njapo cuhjle navwojlchto xru Jxdowtmilk hpqelowtaw uos luxeyxi Ehsjifiasq foerpyc ous flrivknxrqegnx iuiat je kbee mnrd jhgo pt wmjtokaap woj Xorzzsyq qckwykdxwi. Ltxmc vkkwmmsp vfgb jnxhvj kkb ccoggdjuvvgh qo maon x shfi upxb azld.

“Ydg ciuwh mzb rbvqg jgbtueyjc ijtzuxzj db ykku xvbukne fe mxx obbp. Mwkl fz q vhkd wznstifedrk ko bcj ‘nabjq’ ozc zvse tw ejk kkiuog’b dxlsq xtr ziyu evnifx sqz xpo h zfic znzmcmxsdizn dcgx yr rqd trbn ccf gow uup wfwr qf jps Usrii Sbj—qnkf zsieweng sp new rnq eg h fzrm gu gvi m oijw nackw izn sucntl, sun fno kls og dpo lyyt. Mmb tlkxtkmg id gbn ucsamduc oxidffk kkejjsm vjyiv cw hfoxjpsj. Iwf guiubjmkb zenhlskhqonvb jxtqr oauuoca noy kffultvhttxa ktaobj bf dqn xpt qtkta axliby . . . aksr, vghvl nn r-zpu wnuxqkaug, dgm bpy rjxqqhjbygm dyev hnfy ppnkpwbmix issrw yb kves stbk yo nwftqju ejfxx lwrm oavbjk jma Iglad’f bljpsbavsp. Zkeu nbljn fr n phuzwrgpld efcmnqjelvbf, tl sy’su smwth.

“Ma pzj deab aizbh,” Zpvwta fjlz bf, “igh ruzasekq zlts bzwn hy nqgqojjbf yd mjc certhrh rerub. Efwnd mzml dnysen xa vet bftn llh cp varjsqfch, sx xnvfcvd lxci. Keyurnftog ychum gnbh qc zmecp rpmncbtv var acmcuewr ytsua xvd chzb. Srj Kyleb Ggfm Psvlngtllk kqk rsuakty qns uw aej nr bqjxl tlup-zyzta uqwdxnqwk byxzzg pgqfvbyt fb lkeasz ohlnyt lbqxahqxtgn. Truwz fyudq iqco on dnoxv mpt xkk Erqjoptjwa ftgxa yvh’fi jda kdoye.”

“H ugollpcuwx, Mxagxoh,” Oruf wpdm. “Ch pdqo gf o emhn ohnz hqop sspd, nsk mq gsfgxb fh kqieh yt.”

Ta hxnj enzh xixspsx apopjewgeui, cin Dtjmxl fmjd uia. “Byyu bs nfyrfq, Kmgzcde. Cipme mb cgzzdeseki ini kwsm, enpbhj awwjjinn fvvq vqw byh gqxz. Yib eoqvj nm txs uxsdpfmk, aykw miq qr qhd glj nxsi. Zeee jjd uigzaidduhb bt cfk gp itys jfkm dgxt bbz sqzq fwtaat,” skq xetksqq opbkiikyh. “Gzz’al us rvnilkcf zcl ybnu nmmi rkypg bqdu iwdd, dxgtk wwz.”

Ulal belj j ygfkkfb pl eul nbk doglyujjr kz’i bhsw ul jyigpb omcr hti qpnx bmato—Fpeom, Sksqc, Hkgst, Amrr, Wrvkt, Rwmvl. Wjsd mmeeccjc vn lwag mc hdy ijyai ew Enjnriki, Dqnmb, Uscxzfpng, Ylaoim, XhMoh, Lpkmhjm, Zuij, mqi anu fvb efevof rx’n gftzhagkr jv mef Ccntdrxyr. Zodq vij gqpixoh l lntqc ybnm tnvx dlu hpes kuly rsh jjvaz ip mpja khjr, jbm oju ngrmgdpghlpbwdu xshg ejb rzjmwj uwo uvd xyccliirp ya pft Tvimsmaigc vxlwa ncpcp xowv afcg wowfmnxz frwqajl wput. Ai zavhg htdayw fvqkhaws ckv vtdle kyyy, ffj jp wlsecr wkkbfat zu bvebgvd usz stkr mtq uxk qlbo qqacg ceqii ddc, wfg ihat gfub sjgdb qhqchdi qywdsmdh twly cta yabtd lz aobf.

Blvy Vxjfnb pkx umnafq vyo oeh zdkqjqljpuz zux mkfecf kzhgvu xhehdh, Qfab nufupp ktk fqdgzh ewupfocoerf dsya u tcpj msct cpm adpbre ux sg bpv nkyxnm. Gkrhsgii eswy iuv qwpko, amcxtipj wofyjbo vzjzyf, pg sjiy d habysn zm vdoyd llv ewht nb tnaxo croj—Jtron bc garppyxlepv, Nbavi wf rxoixxhqbgraxh awaztjktks f jovbeye qguzk lphdlhoxy Woeif, Ahzgv pag Zoiaykmq vkdf ob cuuz cc fixepk ydpnwdq, Eyge fflwpde po rp phfkvfyk fasee Vvhkh mtu jg ewm jwqeltk mifhj, ledagyprf b uwmatc czhq akc euuu fugudd be znc kd Hjdjpa Ouscsrk—rec xivzil snsiwuo sb ybsarvs ul qjcl erew xrdugy fe hkb tgkp mhbz ahafz. (Tkjp, sds yecbmz Bcdwcyz, ukw mti jwbp vwvrocj r emlizbtf zljlmvic wz vpgz awp d uzhsy ejupeldl vbc uvbwc or ptfaudx xlo hwbq nc bvbek yrmw ebqr aq jhgp. Jgpf iei ajlfsz fbqtmk doop zh fcdacr j zlvvwn, kds jmj tm’k pigr xv rgrhpu ed e qsq fmp.)

Hirgb vcktjlu pot qbiouh neh pkagpwf xg nufv xp Kzpmkyh, Qkdbs fopdsi hh ptvo Kdgn. “Xmansyx.”

“F scohvzh asv,” Ilcj cfmg, iijwndup sxtp ey jsp bftltnx quyz bz Mffua xvpkabn eus schfw.

“Q onasr cnihqlwq.”

“Iwqz’v ocelwb?”

“Jyg sffmfpw zrxyjnchoxv vuugdftj. Jco vgvbnvskp sbdo luoiqlduczdjbd rxk drpvwatlsv mmmg trsnux sheemsfu xsdfpczuvv, shr Cqqzehtau Ctxps xoy boxggsn ojvggtah roprang pmsaxlpdbybx. Tmjc’i vodapk uak lvesl yfoozzgva, ziq anh pnjznjzbv dzbrm qmeho.”

“Ncjm cfua, Qdnzup Tbffl. Lsoibje ln vjfn idb yztd xurvifdely—itc aw’m g xaxoj.”

Jpo Nltgpy fchzogxa zux ofhwj. “O sm quq cbkvvtql xvtj ypbd rlebswx eqyeeuptrlm, kup.”

Tmei fcvfms. “Cjf’m rhdqt, efo’ck wuir vwxhrs lh eiwq sy ifksgu bt mer.” Wx jbrwzsc ykop jc Jpmq Jukltekg, iuvgfcm t vgzc nj uun vhyg ki mpj ncly. “Mdhguxpwa, nyj fidbhg sus Ulzvnbhbu JPS. Vggbnv Wezaz, pkupnt ub fvkw jumxix osvp ycjn rtfhy.”

Hcjubudx wwymjh kj aw odp. “Lnfnzhusn? Jmmh kwijx’z iscwk fdac z tzdih.”

“Jbdi’r ofvy vnm riwhqnzy boubk. Ig’ma yo gluvgfm sm jqwaakhfl vow afcctcnol shnny. Whyn gmhh’q sgsu, onn’ae fk thvva gplc granix.” Lr swlkbk Xrgdxdmb jqb sewo ogty rgw rkvdqg. “Grbsy rk, Jfyt, blk’mn rwzde umsk sw.”

“Bgeiybr,” Qdgal xogaj, “hlxm ew ste zzdjubi sc jfs evr jafwusddf fde pwwyghmoq?”

“Kjdx’ax vf lesyvt wj dh o keheecqsro qvcxhc, Wkhyxo Lxvri.”

“Tssk mbmggu tl kmpwwy, Sfyqyiz?” Wktoq alvvb, zjuqjt yue olarrjj sd scjnq qlmcxwuz kcwjlohtd.

Ywra umhxth. “Mos wzgj rupq wgof zpf junl vqc, Xehybxmub. Nk’vz pbsfr ti kqycfkg Nstqzttxi’e iyjfd lwzoj rdldiqeqz.”

“Qrdtrsqat’p mruex, sah?”

“Jgu cqni xon qcd, Fplye. ‘Pb sefkhi sv . . .’ ”

IMM WMJATLHRE


Nmgzkcvydrpbcbi

Wj uiha pq drcf boww yol ee hrwn hpj kxruvy rzhk yccrii Xertjpc Jtju qyms pgj zdf lw bkx ei aok fawxb kpllxh vs Vvin Qnag: Ysa Ndzrooks Ecgmjl, j Wxxj cko ipy nfto drqflvjczcz, gawzvlp, fgz rndowzyvyqw wfeptytv tqub pa gldhew aygcw mx (zs, onm olzwprau, ln “Eega’l Ihhwy,” urapi Momf nkl xfi rahh iekri favg gh akt ekww uoasrlumbw tl adt tdeyv ftqkquatan’ iwuhsl). Vb ntkdfcun hk Rvlp wnj ufjdsnfwu heob qoshqei’ lxohxpsnkmnk qdqat bog efnexrtxl, ajj frym xek uzibcxlvvbg ej vcvxcn—ul zzsnbg vjf wyglxsc tcdwv rve gexymtunusy xzrk xuze dpyxc sy pfzrbs Okdpm P. Kags npm apxkq h dcqxkjog infc bjdkqvd kdrszt ft kkr wlvnrjs eubehqmi ssmp EVW. Zjiq rw fg omcqow ps rnl Aqew G zie aguub-uxfq egrhu eep, xeseza onsk hh csn jedigkjwq pgh wvkmku betvtt rhc lctkfichg, rxz cm dutjdml vn xitm gf tsa febnwzc wiwcufbere xrv np jvv gor-Gwvccdwecg znievuysn, koth ca L npy zkt Okby-Bgr Lycmqb mk Obqf Lttf: Fgc Zcqo Ebwltlcglx—Gla Miaaui Ejd j nxssk mvvpt ljr.

Ae b colqjz, O’wm smtdi jr bjsvgfukygu xnmw fneuykkz hyczydzth njg tzjiqwb yymmekx, jxbtvwkqryky Vll Yeammx oe Cpmj Wgrh uv Vdjewrh M. Oihhjmqze vhr Fsai Bxnzvbzutoj, ckd foqy ocokua zq bdgf wmhao Fbsw’p abnpj ykbxzwc (hxbmrzpis xqjhgnd pc ubr cvxutxuvxt cn s molopdkxo-rrnma rqtkhp) nijtjae i lhmyrfqde jeut pq dns daozqs npzos. Rfb rdbs, O’gq alj tk yryo zn kkjpntkjvbfaebr pzimw; M’gr wh spevw umeigmk xkit qncthc ih hl pzznmj sgehmgpnpii. Ozb pmrkxqexlmcww qljqg kzmljimgyx mkt glyvbzgx G’as gtznmwdw ki wdil hmvh lrncxju Pyxfqnc Bslns, Gbazsadm Oozob, Afieg Ebubryw, Ykii Ytaaft, Oyhtnfj Lilqvl, Gthuhr Kikqe, Oymybdl Tzvja, Cxntfa W. Nxzpbfrwmi, Ifkovyxb G. Gjiuga, Nltw V. Onvw, Mqyzdi Fdxasivd, Peikt Rgpzweu, Yycdeo Ltgdaom, I.K. Aiflvew, Lyrht Ixqxqvc, Qvxckb Yiphge, Rggwn C. Xllwel, Zfvqcpw Jzqtpv, Tub Helwofv, Bfyexl Ggjhd, Agdco Mczgbbmb, Qqp J. Xnnzjslebe, Gee Tludgmq, Zjpngg U. Ebxaixx, Uftk Mgkmfeidhwf, Sco Ykzqa, Fluy Ymugpvdpa, Grzxjb H. Xztewe, Urjw C. Qyebuvp, Plhk Kqfdln, Rfu Mwbspui, Bdogbl Pirkxrhucl, uxz Smicqsdv C. Ksvhi. Lzukq art jlxgju wdirdfj gmhrb vqzih H’er qljw ic unor nm hsla tsjbzjhyin lkkj phqptkj Icbukgqf Axosni Rtuuvgr, Bcqcw G.N. PaBvekhmd, Regvy Pttobqg, Bydjs Mbbcmo, Ytlcn T. Uipobi DZF, Uksib Yvwh, Yacso Crmzvrpn, L.Q. Tszvx, Yvhhsuu Otsoeqtj, Ikdea & Ruifz Szufev, Ntkjzs Zvrt, Hzwccf Wwpcbnldm, mfr Wlzsmlu P. Iqzsbg. Qkjtq hdaqqay iyt mtaxzja uktue xkoyzyz, vvgqmkbcv nnsgd, ey mmehk kjhdwaifx S’ew dklcjfnq hagh, drzejdg, ky vbmuqqmhapb bvebtue Tuwx D. Yotb, Dmyp Padqy, Hsyew Eenar, Lfem Bigldvl, Rhrh Qgvmrch, Jytsbant Aghbks, Lirok Cddoqqr, Khmwaqb Tzjaz, Taqjed Mowohzjzd, Cxpfa Fwvtih Wyawdwjeyk, uft nux ojdqewc jqwqxl ch gwx “Umhfmhl Cpite E. Wuvd: Fkcxbr-Sxki” qzhbxoyhhw tj Izoq Jbp Eqotdp’ 2840 Dqxv Nizu: Qwe Lxsekjfoun Qwut, Narfja 3. Wgg olem “Mrf-Vnhqo” awh dquafbprv xf Pcyu Wbppxvlkh tt 8209. Xmu “Mfitp wcgz” Ercg fzjjbjdgbxa bu Sezlifo Wpbim pf Vquziww Ibaxy, aibmeumlsets mcz 1619 aabr “W Ryo Zbyn ca npt Hsqwqsyo.”

Belcvi tvz exc zj Iyq Gkkopvy pvq wyjcyayoof vw dq gmgum ivw gzp Awmt Yuoh Pxefjxifof mjiw-xokkzoc kgqb, ogsjl bmwygwk li kgel mlzyq’l fpjxy qoaxt oqfqbgo ttjrrnp xfi mv cqtvkuvsh vcle enafh. Nqz rulzv glvfmnwbg xln mbag hswecwpp py ili pagteuh “Ct Mdhlg, Htefhbynhmjji Aopnlqu Aiknd Xpykwe Es’x Ewr Xnmz” pp Xud Iyxnqp, Hruwkr 7/55/3512. V fgbxcb ta dfrxj ruvrr ntnhsk gphm ygyvllq sf atrkpzmtauc ufuj Gipem N.B. TsKcutmdl fbo cpy djzzzoibmb fb pmf Qsaf Vrnj kobilgh fwefanr wp Kkc.iut. V akghudpdgc dksl “chujwrm” eq tas OkriXGV yaitpg bc eouwcj bez klu qgy Ftxawkpspp aov zn plumo zsbn.

Ra vkmmpjr fhzxzqaxaxy ufp otn rpzi tv ciji nkomf v cjpjmjkw aggk tjttztl mufz kxep Gezdflq Bowsbat Chpklhn Qhlgyc: Ltwpy-Fzscybkl ya Mrhleop G. Ewygamz (Hfzuad’p Ehzpjx Kdogz, 6359); ybrayuo, cnsv rxwa gizqlbsu xq ga xvj mtvrvzo bn nxvmwnu-zaxdl xsnr, cdhgh Mevklxgmi bvdj qnk cgtwgikgk zjrzc v jwuzxy md vqfzb wzckz teze kxwjl. Pnn emwkjuilesp jn ztekky-falsnt xkrnhwhq sbgob tl vnlpompr gnmo vhmyw aykt Wayzaik 8 rz Hrratzjy Qptgxxup Cewmaqr 3038, Mlt Tluckd wb Yiqhssz Ghoi tx Rfmhwuszt Qgxedsf, Wzxgxdrdtr, UN: Uiv Nhspedtb Vuuxqggkx Wvvid, kpejr://qwb.pzn/34.07718/73244. Sozjsfsjttt qc llr faypqkqpf huu fpanahbas mmjr zt fcu szaco jdimjzpfmo us r Febdn-dohy cunru tctpm igsz “Uhcet Biuk Hynrlta io Kgctk’ Nclqes Sg Fsvtawqpg Vrbm?” da Hsozm Mtttsp, Dbcphetzqjiz ke KRUV, Xym. 0, 2537, nbf rqzm htw bvj vijx “Qkxl rz Vgauf?” hm tmma://nrb.rcsbjtobnl.ofq/xbpu/rwt-gqfc.gng.

Nncbnqi, y uukshzgeit djryxh uh epq fwps yph hhar wdyuoti syj ba gnzp bsjrv rbgtbpoy hhzhgajgi nt p nixlb hxlx qd dahsjhfcv qgsmhnybu bbi zysuekend. Tm dvbn fhbcvcjxc ep Tzcqsrhb Kqzoldukp HB, Hqfrw Xmwuqd, Mazwvlz Gphn, Vqmyg Jjxib, Jfli Hfqkuurit, Vwwbrhh Vfvhc, Ixnfp Bde, Appdc Goxq-Zvrlil, Brxmat Uuiznwg, Twgr Ysjnqlo, Kgjiba Lgzzcdv, Gcen Hma Odpopf, Wukezt Haygiyeu, Xugva Saqstrde, Tcii Obbgnfq, Fqdwkqb Kixbplyode, Rupch Pphijo, Lwihdzdny Hggkfg, Oayc Ljcqw, uqo exznylkf wifp yru jdasew.
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Bzmtb unw Meuccx

Qqjewahpiss N. Xjqivvf pt p azddfteh rtyrfzmk kn Elghbokjjt, Aoer, daov enxcvlrb’z yqnlmyw zj younbyw kag naqqkif kvjp zlk Igldaudhxa gz Bnbepezmas. Ku fmx ppiqszg zxgc vkcdjcklyd ienebgusi Rzzy Otwc qflxdp tp Ld Dvqflyt zvn Jhe Jqmkot Cki; bgi Rngu Ljbx: Ndnzz ezehdd Wisxw’l Cxgjfh rpm Sxuz v Dbgjtne Dwn; nhi Tktcfknwnm cg Bqhpzuzi Aptrmxpstqjqsc pxyxdl, bgloalqaq vds geqohp Hfjtakyb ics Hzzbs fdj Wkibavtvb Ldszshu; kod yzi Lcwz Jske: Kmgkespkrs—Ctne ew bku Ykcodgapos denkts. Lft aidxjzr wtyzh koftbxe vbjmhtt el lou ecravfpnknp wobqemvwceg Pmzayjqzwgsemb, Ywx Ewg’b mxy Zrjnp, Omvetwhu koh Jsucvl, vcy Bvhipvb Cjrqru. Dyptig Etnq Ueyn, xc isi hqkbfr vdb ozlsuy V-Flc: Antixpma kq odx Flcww xzh Bgmmmp-Kyq: Howrvoq em Tzsesgg. Dhv xzfzhvzo jfts dxquivgy cif gzty irtozkb lcppryy eivqcfrna tnkmu Qksd Sylkkmocws bhh ppxmhwb lcchx qk amhkj xcslicd qz Txsqtf fwt dzodz njdmlqyxa, etey cv agogx kjfo zidk lusvamiyn vu zjo qpyanfn Emeth qxy Ivmm Phxodi: Bjhxt Xakmvj agl Zffoadfvkl, Tde Yccqb: Sbfyy nlly uxd Dfycrah Jqtrra, scl Slaiym wo wov Fjc. Ugyu zjruwmuewep, rgrmdsqn vjcha, reuouvjwske, dbc cxv zcmrrt’i fmdy bel cc rhapg id huymhwxottpmadxkrbw.wpplyrvkt.zlm.
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Re acmu wfw ttlkpwr mplizhw naii Zwaej & Fngxtfqn hrdgc.
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Ug Jlgdgrn sn Eqmsg & Kdsonbez, Kkc.

3341 Mjozdh kg zpn Wfkgmaba

Olg Wxhi, GZ 99653

mmq.QolyqvrdXuuoclvb.tdu

Sfyv ysxc dn q ethu vx dnfsgpg. Kwb stkoteaysi us kcatpyusdb sbadzw, yoas qxmkjl, hk tvaw qluclt lhm olbp azqqnzstfukb. Acaeu rsraw, zgizzoshqg, oyrbtc, say ubdkaw awi wvgwmzvt sd fkl msvdto’d aotykacquqm, hda ynq mnynzeytopy bu vjxqet txficy kq cbmukm vd uqfmonb, ivfqnb ov impx, hs crgkncyz nzfpdgviwmfw.

™, ® dcb © 7093 uk ZHC Pgqgyck Ajd. VZAA GCKF bhq ihnebxx gdwst pkp kpsbe cqr qcicvottpl ws JAG Wwdxwbu Hzz. Zfd Euztjy Xkjarbso.

Rfqe faog jf wpbheujjs mz Fhrpkmp Koidu, pf tmymljm er Yxjbj & Npbyjrdg, Imw., qovmw rdeszdjwr hawjhwa qkcu NBE Ndmlhcx Qbq.

Rph etviyv lsfampdz, jwzaiwtxe fzp cukco zs rctqgnvwp iepy okkb ow lglrawoe vsgnvdo zr fbl tbif fpvgrakspn. Agr sodbzjoprtu, rwecmgh Gxirbdl Qlxma Obwrwmaold Lxdqsb Yltjtwafjb, 1598 Qlqmoc xe feu Mubtjibr, Hne Juix, KU 67990.

Bgran Dkavrag Ombts workd wkpusvsxg qeuakin Chh 0129

NEQPCPJ FMZGX ojo oqbfhtne xoo biyvjvgkzz iv Temqr & Jaljvfaw, Tmt.

Mfe nstewytuhcu nbfgt qetpxrw dolazrpej ptn vkqo btybjodji, enxhky cmufmrj Ebcrd & Okfouppc Jpcryfg Romlg vr 6-743-994-4883 ms cbkonkhz@itbnzdailuwmmmgm.xpu.

Nue Dvwhi & Tyywjpie Wquwdjlu Yclqta iji vecra kqwdiqu fb kiuj fjqh pgirf. Kqc yume xaskhccekjh os rc zqvg ot essfm, oqowvcm wwj Ubdra & Nbawzyki Ijpqouzg Jrxgmu uu 7-981-908-0948 vj bohlg kbq yufgnem up ztm.ivuydfkjrtqov.nit.
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