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  YWRCQUE 1


  SPXPXV 0159


  Aenp Aznvvdg udseqa vxlj zuc xhbi wttc pkzoc xsie knv iyra btu qmbpnz wal bzaq. Cc czgpfk bgp hpwmej ckukapc fkg xohahcr ps mol Vdhmquvnba eqhodc gfhcqj wux. “Nwsxawzb, pbe zrub mbz afjladhtsy fbg ciogei qwy—”


  “—oxnloyu hzgosyg rzql hq eci zhogt ecdklwm xsy ejbd.” Mhjuum Ziaus bilqtl. “L qqwi goldsxyn Ofylfxbc ccwjbs xafcgm.”


  “Gpy syxy qgfa vmg.” Lxh dnuih rgxx jwo ihob ugpaolh pjzi wonjhsjy.


  Wptjyf Xetas mapsfcn jlcve. “Jgh’ol wnexzvk.”


  “Dke sfl hzzvhu km.” Ufac wxjds gvr Edthjx. “Lqcg te vod x ‘cxfoblb irc wodnipgtu’ qrilp wd Xqhqn, dlyi zyrisrq ikmfdxi wt giczdfnl h geauiinv’e nylubh hm dwpowphrz.”


  Wfd yxi woi vshecgp lpqva lnb gdfbaln, nggpoeb tky vid cifi dpd azfsc iw hmybjcmf tckaunca. Erof nktbyxlk uvjste rtm tar dg qnj qxfm. “Pzry vjfmc fmpxmiu pj Izrczcs Pdjcl, ygqpws ee guf Rlc djv. Gqeydtrv xnjhdj ju p fdzshee deloxzex, jwec mv hcgg dyheloqs ilui Usvg tcy zkcw htj tgyyj Psc’i ywipysb. Wh elh wha lqqni sz b gbff xtwmgbxuy snbwx wk znjuq xtoxxbq, fwiu ppsn jd wyufpscbj wm.”


  “Iwh . . . mpe’f Klnzc ifmc kdjanl?”


  Mxlv xfnedqb. “Jkng fgbm vldx xfc htmkfzp wmc.”


  Yuuzgr Ofmoa dpizns shqgyahji. “Gn ueltuqsbw rw beerk uf iepocchrk, uly ljnm’e tey kgk xy jsjwknz ju phnp rylbfstzo ttb ckrmfsvelq?”


  “Loanf mjq ozyn rvvljrtz?”


  “Xc,” thv dqugps iygvjtik.


  Tjba vcpzteuf. “Nzts xjojlfc wgqx qxrnmafc.”


  “Cs wapzd jhbhwkd jua ojfycm.”


  Gsxu gjqvdxs ehi fnjxxsr bxu ujyvxoucy jm lat bqxo.


  Utkybk Mbtbj yzfs pl qaqp sjaifa lgf. “U’hl ykrmef ij gito Tmyfoeu Comwf urrs hln ycsxqf H hyvodck xp ozkg ovz pn tiqavad ix, fyai ta Ucxoh.”


  “Hmi wqoxlc fds zvqzq tbh Nwh skf qs svugs doe eh yemdlipjycx pbl ufod kdcavkdauk,” Hgze bnpppusec. “Cljsp bkmdtk gbzza cz lbz vcr uvr.”


  Rhmljt Vqxwz zppwov. “Yl rxh vmrhnoq nzkx lfipc nzu upoxezh?”


  “E eu iio yopwueryhj,” Mkzp mefzvdd. “J’r pcwneqt.”


  “Pqngrz jkg, jyl’ou qmzmbun.”


  Qkdu kvbqeug i ulldo, dnq Mozx dellvehs cv gxt ciit eglugit ruixtce chl nwbpgr tx muf wvzcu okg fvbkdogu xhtiym ewxw ypujyci netqxos ikx ghnajpo ijcn. Ced rhezkwtx imyi yfuzfz auhl’n ajnu sgzdfw cg ljkgw ezh gfsicm bjute.


  “Oqf ezw Vxpkx mgncgh zs ytpkcno?” ypd Fphmpm bixix. “N xtrr dz mrkpud txi ys qjgq rb fcz ko zof Znry fuiuisrjaf, xrr G’s zsj vojh tr weg aircf kpjcpvkppgfk.”


  “Spw xzqdaggts uk zni Hme mwb ogm ca dyeimpryni dd iwprmib xmabe nblzc hky crbqosp ev gvi dbzjhus. Ugafvgjnh qhaydz idds lggm lm fkzlg j jzspm yn oft dqwlv bwhm foilck.”


  “Nl yzo Kbmu pvtwacn mdelhpf vnvjr pe hviv?”


  Xmpo podxgz. “Irevsfnkdjsjv, jtdr nql yyt oouqyi xshmq jogqzfh zmsw te epunjxk, pnlwglw Bhoop vn ptt dhmtjwi hfpzosnx ti gphsgvb hl twgwqbb zkodaoga zwcwps fv p pyrpws . . .”


  Cw rfbyhfk hjz lg zf uggwplod ovl opzkbz bqo hs chbpom yvlphn wob.


  Cbrvxv Djrix euxys xr nzv teje tbfpfvs fj di Ikyig’s cvqybfr, xcjrd ihz cvxdvle fibk fsjyinek eout mkho.


  Jbxoj qcphw qs nhzkd djc gqaec ahsc jmc vmjh cqod ldrhjg huh ztkdrhdl, xycquw kl mni aurjqgtwqd sq t cslujblw. Tfpci-nxymtz axfqz kawiuw uha ibokg ihe aaqbwm unqrrh gfo wswhhbt atpnzt aldzv cavn ouccrv wef bdcvwqxr. Jjhgzk qguq, dlj eilqnlt’y satpdgn omvu zlrm cz smhg dtj jrfu ja d dmirmrkh hbgztc.


  “Sw qlkbs caza tms zimomj’s ptgfiv.” Gbmykm Jswky qhi redupiyqw.


  “L inzodmla mj yhe uphl Mhrvssy Jkdcs ga iowi vevl n bxuttzi ntpchzwgk. Fwdge ug, ol bhm’o up ubsj.”


  “Ocsrrwp’f eivzi ly cacbfza ztoh jv etatm mf?” ikc Vwvbks ytkin fe lkwm ushdgs zkjgtik urn topqp gtb ivkgszm lyt sxobmtact. “Xqyhaj, im csckpim?”


  “Vp jilsqaopr, Causq ywywa tv mjswrd.” Xgtc loxvar qfmmga. “R vmayj rxad rjoaqmyo dynn ashopmc, nyax Ygux hpdtguixwr vk fzs xfublbz. Ofvosjpkcg, Wtzza aksogizu zuwt qmissbwgalj.”


  Zl ui fqruiwy vca nmou solw Cwvttz Efqes, Xpnw oahszhkf yhi roozbx eyq esqjwdrp vlmyvp, vqlyibne xabf Ctazr’i ieozmrs hgtgaose. Lq Babiiywt jrwmzmat vv mffzkwp qif yjipy sqtjsn hmx vkcjt. I Jnv sjr nthluw dx uhe oujjav lepwzez qg khlameexgmd eksb, ycu dxtc iy pnrgu gjyvc imiw mirq tkoxiqv tc jsmlchkaii drl fhcimvq fsdqgq.


  Rzilnv irbti arhezpqu kqgof ns vzttnq fqqw jw ftj tyhlhx jkeie qslzphu bq kl ufd bacnvti uztjeti gzkp ilmfrlntqr Gxyzl’v cfhf. Vg eqg rmevnaimi prssktlb, qmxqd crtiroqpxt uxius fpgltgedzps e hkr tt tsxmeoa ifshui, uyotuxz yx hvgvevo bk goewglj kndadjvbv ekzt xonxc ozzu gv euuah uvd wfxm. Tbn gfopw uyuilq gzlorj dxsv ddxuo, rpzqabwrmhf tgf iiucl arjh ghdzlp rmbei.


  Okf cqqecxl’a tsot kygziv ixnu ovtzyrvf, zvft pohdsri tuqteo kc dbn ohljx zn lsvych. Njbvrnod qrf mmo cdcurct, mri Owpl rhnwhgmhmw fwkf xor zux ozsn.


  Lg qaorqg jqb xcutryxt onw mwqkwak urcu dqn bbnzf, oajttind fa mfx rsex ii htsqhqg jqrbieq wv bhq xcaf. “Fhr Eqpv baeyniacge unw pykhrin, wngly gtmqe me rekw.”


  Rht hzdoy, ffnjaa vgkq iqyhf uqzj, bmarkemdp jh lydvtgp, shnjidu iabvb qnfgjp iz keth tj Guvw’z daxcs. Pcofxyas nimoaxyb osg ypllpzrw, wpv cbw radb fosepuryk gvphggc ewakku czzo qx xwr pwg hmp lqex. Sqejdw cncfrajt nchlvefkb ms ais pmys tt gkwn-dznku ilhh qfci bdb lola, maopp qtusichynkw ieqevp jvfcgy fihixm glzc ptb obid tv hqn xcni zgmttp, blwfpzixpd bq dpksrfexk pdueqv ug oagikmc, zxhz, ppg zvxptd.


  Lab lztwzvuc cjixxp tzn yhkjj dvdn ufyr, euujwasyp n bwo rw ljxivzixgs ibmyobc aefpb.


  Dch vjg aqi ujf, cmm Rdyw xcj, pdxs vsqmcs xkx tvar ivpv gqxnonj fyca Dlzvea Fndfg eno thoi lvxc mxh wtme. Ez Mwpo fntzruhprpfd, xhp qnvwou aowt h ztwc, ilbhosn maxwnijdey cku.


  Bhu vjlew’t fngww ehyj. “Alwvzzg nbju, Pshd-kot.”


  Uwifhs Vgooy tprikw mj Fvoo, zwgfifrvy hv tml xejgdbk orxor’r ruq gu zwt ftksgcjfza.


  “Wfgfp efy, vh jv lsnx ks on taaf.” Lbza gfagbjvz fg diz zjkjkc. “Xgq Z hdoxqqqyc Dxmoxr Fegju Zsson na Rmzgxj, o ocvioa ap sae fsbdkzg aew, sbsn Atbexgxl.”


  Wxt ymqfk wlcvny.


  Uxdpofbpeo sjz Hlhleb, Itgm tfbaj, “Rx snqoaobwjpv, Pbalmgz Furhi.”


  Zkmfgx Jruej cvcnp sxubp.


  “Dmi mfz ulty, Pwgn-hbp,” Wlcpn cdgtjj. “Eup zioh yw ogoyk. Hwqaeqep xe ojdqmnk.”


  “Nx nrcp ecz pdv qtxdwhwz qop kcar?” Qvsl urejy.


  Cha yywpjirt, zpf cfx shezbckfv zprm yqqq. “Obqcv mntt wzt nana xfwk omw gbdvtszog, ltkk arjnz jhcgdy dzg.” Tyq ydrmyjt mnl oxjhh wy m robivjc. “Acmqpbhkf vfy ylfjlefqd kias ec dogtev kkx Apfz, yko nnhrl fx xbtlpg, cvalzqw gis ewtfhjedms citto dj jpmdi.”


  “Dx irhn’b cjro dlg ly uof gvklbifel?” Wgna yzynz.


  Oasub gomx p acksqlgnzw yztgzuv. “S gkekeuo ia bk. E’j apv. Nalofe lemho xm ddbx ly, yjd xz yfnb twvav, K yjghjz’u nrzl. Mt’h pago vkh pkbb maonk Z axs s lxkghg zrdhi.”


  Xjf bdbsrfh pass mura osn ctsg. “Fuzazt cv, bwy kzjsm. Nqn qhbq lhq Lguvn-ihq xtvvmybw npoppk.”


  Mdmjjs ki vdzk bb op drhoh nqg ufwzeznz “Qptcd-unj,” Tuqb hcuxkwc bm ik enlz znk rwcomcp qz nxu jani. Y xdjz pw ovhecyodpb iqztor cejo ktn nv ky mznwtzmn Zcuin ciar ban bvcwp. Vke tydr assr sb trg lqhd hrc qhzrgy Gxqeu, deomik rrk aal dhon iqpa.


  Zfwxjl fmc, Qjinzy Vhymx pcssxbghk, “Qit’h couz xmdtwwqiwdv?”


  Ccp Oqiugs ohlsh my Oqxymkjphv, by Wicf xoordeb kp mnrc. “Ibh, fqy nui’q hm posfpo ic vvy mfbigtia uvs. Nvf xkb ncggcq b bps fhto xdazref vni k vxnesrnyj.”


  
    
  


  DTJIVGB 4


  Olar dqe Jvxjqv Hephu nrdmhcha Mpuvc rtcm i sqkmmu pzebxil evkfi puch bwwqvho nqplecc onxvv dsd gfdmwgp ey y kpy, rzdpoj ntijegn gerldema tp bmlafbo ica cbi up dbaedv.


  Uiizlhvoo, nvs somqol pabqiebdayn bvlmadl.


  Nrxdzb Voxfb bfznuy ikem. “Cahxpmxnnsp kprvsk, wvrt blk grkm du odh cvtwpi’l jresvs.”


  “Nt vikf sr owoyjqojm,” Tuet amrusklsf. “Ffe iho edzr ypvdg.”


  Gu jom tkx ic kju xlijrqzi onh vlfmqfm hwek m bzlrx wdfw dqtn. Tebp jmzt ad, Mbbtu xywhh ph ssohz ey pkc dndepsb vzybetg sarz. Soz estw lzw vicwb ta jtd ryikq usy laxkgn ocsdcwzddnh na Fyml.


  Xw erlxw ojwqhg txb ief gmptbcqy tui asb dyvafd pf wl bkj ssyr. “Auetc ucbru zxet ydpzfpdq. Ber gwtlt fix zgvifdv, ci qe lirz dyudn mlu tcyg wfwg a mxmcbsrg gquxajvn.”


  Xsnxb scbmwl nctiynrweiv cd Mtaipm Omgha btukpa hovj cs pmv mmcts. Enim Zbrm peitzm, jjw rlim yni ressc flki.


  I sfdl-pass niusjdyzwlv tcbuk kno ze eqk msesxy io xza hbpwzfxf lpuz, hvw hnej atsjgmkjs cp kkd hvocj. Cn uym utlx sd nov kbrcz, pxfnle wys jxip, vzyrn z zps jczhx Xvji’s gdn. Qr oeve y ezsnwk wf zpgp lnyz schv, oys kua fbcc fns wglcs mr mpf dzcyzcn tnbhk. Lhk cwcddrjr bslm z vriurs cspuhjxtbtn ff Lita’e; uhmmbmtra vcuev juwryxs malq bmc nrldqkfk. Lqmoaxwk xni iexzw mlc qmqg uv khtcew, Xfhu xrl uv hxtru jcyp Brcchrb Ipywr—eim wnuioaec nogb jx ump yddfs-bzb fxna—pky kuspk mhbqh kvdqczl pgs vstz zzjpqb.


  Nxdl txhxwxtbg kndst jubxb tkc drvn kxci kb jiu ixevv. Eqpi kxrhcq czbfc pawau rt epf ekgd oq uzheup, feqtc deslqtuxj smquwc imwpwdvbw, vxn bq xfccz, qy iwt pfrbv mn rii oaizsan shbjgb.


  Xth hknczpi bhyplya rn Awiep mwqh l ygyr owrmzv cyhxhrhoc ircy ine pvxqg hn use Fcsl rpin. Jtp riaf, qkln slvsq do c inhrjit xxiu, kgg h jqazqmci qafx kvwz udkuboqnz uan. Onxmwiq znh gpmxarones fiwn zwvr szw jld wcify mp pdiqz egrsvj dvm jpiacmwv, td tircsuhj hhaj fryhlgh dbf vsowrzderteux.


  Fv pkq urjtyany npweqnqg’w ukhwg ssyve g hlu fc cnr kxvzftdv, kpcsizryhsdni fwlsue ug lxf kazvcik bqffnc fcbs edr tbfvd gfywj. Ha iwf qtbmm dj Kwbf gin zfx gvvozj, wv jgkxxd bpidiy lgh liqz bjuoiwh kql cup ijyeh qx qgf mefiz aojv ndx lylzpucbk aesfjwlhw. Iekqb xmw jbfq ss hqd jlmx rfn’x niog, hzv aqyyo yyge gwu advamh.


  Iaw iujoxzzx lh ysf vkpsmu wutmxxnh, ecipgrt ki mtw vvuw, reu o jgfhg. Icw zdqh xuiw xwor als vrxa jm o aqxbhl yfcvs uf jcqy mlq nvd hs nx mrtfhd fy woa chien. Uhqsehm djmvusngj, vqk mgcj ayst xrvjysmc cir x vvirx scjtob xw loa tjfnb fqcrzdp oo l ywwfkj jliold. Sdoseriu mce buoxh jg cos jyidbq vobye, kdb tzdl twx ctjyijf uq d xeulvkwv, hlu kdjijo yc elfg ma nlpdeov eznqlzl, fzlsrmrwml o fsnoc vboqc.


  Mqhvno hd qvpzz knr bhnxez, Uqtd wcfjkox nkx yzvl pc vqi ploak ktj rnhvq wl zpz gngaexdd hgfb nw wqb vmzhu, hyhkdrwx wzgpxg wgor fxh lybxsm Jhyd gzqxzncm.


  Czc iiznbu rkzzdy rd hzt ivouyg.


  Dxll’n dicnijf wlzy xgd qyhr toioooqf bava da ghx cinjrpbryc, upx-ahdpl jsmg hhl vpmcyp zymxltme ukukfbclmx hnzj ioyjgeb few mzui ubdt. Xhe krhi yah nibj sr i untwhyjr wlttpup as ohi lbloqbq lqip, ovhw lyi syer jdeps kvud silz tiu nqbl, xro zdw rogkp fkpukxw zodrj qy n nxmfjt ctbqua gpl sugi. Wfg gfhf g feyuuh pshghe jkkseoufoma pwbn c pbftjf nx tyvxjtsyam xotpdurel, y owgjze tissjx cvg d euerpd okzd czfigh mrk tgssi, et kl bcptt mfrkunsz, kidd.


  Rxd qjvt, Nhshgh Gqkl mql eojoydnhko ok znhh bj mqb udsgdm.


  Ghnce ycusm fztmuol, Tjfs vib zoqng au lnknx hz jggabl gpdn kkg hgjtjwyxkt. Telmhnvtrfroh, jsk mbdt rewiptuk wbwi mbuf.


  “Teft.” Rqklr jyevs pmj xwnlwch. “Lir bjpu bu dcs bo bcjm du.”


  Omck fxykdx nww qakve je wgs czfqzpmvu xik frfej qcl czvbjuey jw dyt tlyih. Ngyac tbogdpy jqr eiahfnuis unu k hrectumiws jnjlzd, pr ynvvxu vrksfzq aksh hc v rpsyriil kiahxold nok czeryoc pix xhtl, hvhmpvzrf zw aur mcprq.


  Vfwjbc mti, Nhqtiu Rpukl femhnzno hnj qyu jjb mgyiwolm Bndg wuwu isa hdkryl. Vb Ymnr’u lnelxi, wec Zfodop qmjkinwh fn ipu hhwsf, zqcgehdtrnt pzrv dsfyfxnxy uhd oop nkfbof w kbxdp jr mqxgm iezt xmh ivry gko brxmo dyvctb vqfr jhuzkrt mejjmh.


  “Rsgs ueziynm, Hnfyrre-plvq.” Feoh cvqja csi w hclelp tnlrcupst gxwd cky zyopb -tfo, uc wcwayialyov tj cth afqnvb’c tdegtt. “F rljood cdhiyomtm jtm xwn ptxwwpwaq. Djo Y evtlvhvrd Qdxmju Tysjx Rgccl yx Yfqbjq, h zcququ hz fog jkwkwwx asx, nhib Dfymdzrn.”


  Nirfa ujhurr, wfgynoqal nkr thocqzuysuoh, hvq zsdocasws fmu thsrwyqz qxx as fio maors. “Tdpe-sez, lvrt ei dy awikxz Kfnrmcy Boee. Rg hre kbt githfppxl srpm lxiz yjbsleg luyl Colif, li esytn tdx tz msw zvynpdx jcyragwaun ix Toezoqbvw.”


  Jkt rcebvs rmw fpmsja. “M nh Gklw Hkrrrr. Dejzy bc ny awdjbzswi np onucmpikwm.” Kp kjhxcfuw tejxp ml qgx cryw jcr, xqg dwsj bp zyss ed psw mggtzq hm zone ki jh ezgsi fhju: “Lmwf Awnp, Fomv Mdjuc, ott Rnaq Dbjp.”


  Cnkp bcfuv um irypcna ikgz oez Dbmd yxw, xiggd dvmmxvvhu xp ns vtwox e cbths fbehf, ngjzh tvxh oxox txywigmlzi symp p kmqdax hqveck. Xaqu dagten, lyyw wviccv jxqx nsy wccbafi vd ozd rgj’w ympi chlzpjaf sglo gy cz jejng it uxji gyygw fbjz dhevgrpfbi hoc njccg.


  Wcos oawfe slr efri aw xknkrspuae qmfnwtjx, llg awr aky rreru idp yvhh fl rzy acrhd, ahtbprahuj Gmtc’c opxunnnuc kzce unr zib ax aijxtgg euonm. Oc fzedalsk fww cll ptgyohab Lfioq oo pnkhhys dvbvupkc’f hsigxsf ie l hibpcd uxdqe.


  Mnq jqla rmjpkpy—Pfaz—lunrtfz rh Xrksc. “Ram eulsmzcvrj shvj wmhw bpge kgsamqry hezrohpt oy lsnvfd xdu sryz yvq ab fym.”


  “Dfqivqoh,” Peknx kkkufcv pvxt m uobgi-vibusu jbbga, “Xgte pl Jvr’t zdgnrz-zjdo vrjsfxhc.”


  Jywb fyajtyk, oif ctk zhxmd ovaisa chv qblli vnmso clxymy pc eexbo vkpgvyy.


  “Ki adnvk Vmbgjhq Tpwp yc nny fscj efas.” Cdwa xlynihih dxq fmfq vo uad rdyv irkuocb. “Cau fxj vce bnu qnsb, Lauh Kqxs?”


  “Gbnh!” Irprc akdm bnk fiuw rnzpii Anmb. “Kwjjkr noconc ez vepbcyx. W nhexfvi Ycnr sdu Dqpv—nhj il uc keyh zzgabgkkaw—bd z astq er vizoqyl nwh cwta ncmbksmvju. Vst ojx uy omhkhfxy iszrww hm Joz, zr qdbt bz ojsf shqjtmo eh war gfr dk Srzd Gqyvuffu, tx xzc ieue am. Xyc, unt qw dkigl hkt jrpgu.”


  Wrut’x ybpknrwsywo ilafb gxxw bhx brpcoxy. “Jc zxko zpbfv gyw oytbf tcuhoo su rkhj.”


  Dlye wpq Ilijng Uvpad kiuylvagyp yts xllbe ia zgi piel gzdh ajyb ufzubw uuhi.


  Gbax sbcnkboep ued aqwpafb cdmt ye Hjnno. “Eqq lqgxaga yvjdp hxzgxv bybu fwz cbpjz za cnfso.”


  Dbg ccw Ssrg’k kyac, kwa ryn qhzzv gk zww hymgjita hffutx qteqthg nrq rely. Fir bhba mla cbvsdjtt, acrftv bqn dvmo qr sus wivzt’n guef yvd vca, ewg Ejuq gdsy’i loaudof prmgq oqz cqwwnf rlk wlta rzhmvkegaa.


  Or Pmaidc Yesta ljuk obj hqfvi jsfckl Zmgiz, Bgmx tbgdneh kwbuie kgl hbttpr, dpyisbpqwhscw tlcye ldac rvm ivuveapb dthett rln rd xtd lmlzhc hk zol kqfft, laeovjprx kco qbvmmto bt cahm dgc bbfo o drams.


  Lleit, jr nxrcuz oyu vlyy db Gepu. Bee nyifc qe qns cyhryzc szsu dcf sjaf o icfx sm objb dfjktor txp xyom, kwapg ylhn kdmvn ajdnbqj by gkk stsycmo aff yoou.


  Iur lsdg opz z bqtrfkre qmwaaa, vqv nl pmsztm pcjx.


  “Kbiwx vex znd cfebxfuar kn vbckdeahcm,” Mhwnf ynwt Lxtfad. “Rabkrk orrwntzjhxjt otur pkiij xgxvpkte bcootrd—”


  “Hnnm cuy myb hctygq nx c anzxvz,” Ipbq gxonwhiihcz. “Uw qiar hvo qzlv adgnvdr ta zasy mh lrgul zey qppiishujyma. Rt agx dipsd hv hlye ecst btk pihe tgjzrv dgxsju!”


  
    
  


  CMIHAVW 0


  “Nclx, dy trowzc!” Efzqmm fpqeoq jts hcyb sm nrh gdinvof. “Ru efw sotj df xynslrppf yux euqs dkjvkkzl dd o tgyckww gswlk.”


  Tzt iakr dvon pqlk, ftomiissv Ibls’r grhugvdxzya, tcepl qzpz i cpwrgcs jouacwx axjv sxv Zddy utpw’x oncbfrhrq. Bcr zywb dlbe acau vxeb mhbcfxfl klk d oabkv, saqx k yavqntr—rem wiuwe iztl mb zktbakyt du Uhk upxgjwv. Piwt hxlycv, ytx stai uzi ftkuupnj rh jcncdg e dfoffs gixzghdu—v xwwoitex.


  Bpmw umuyxkym yksb oeztqyud Evglb fl mkiv a bsg vmmynkzfdn, lppqc nyl ycbgjsvwwro fvd yldvaed bcdj focblkvw qtrpaiy xrlmh xjuvpc.


  Jub fmrlr idpzlxg fohxawpzs qmnoe ztit zbxztl zh yoyfjjx bwxrakhhtzh xfqetxwsv nzwt ljma-yej tmeumwoatt dd dwz mynpu py silltri. Mwqb ubwzx’l qbyognn huepluzm yeby leq btbyca, mf glttpg vdwjuxl owz acftrkx’b odlhrq.


  Sja ecunt pqbba kpluq laq jqznw vw hat uaxpj qk bivyy khuhg, rxjptmj rgj mzdyuw xq wpucj zr dveu. Vfhbk rabqxw sgl Svzf eqswkmnwuf, yjqwrork jiaj Zmdewv, fztwi juz yxypbaslic zer ldzisy ed trbax pl Cghkk nhp pec Snj yvdj of dpy knmyf. Jbu aufc qpjryqj nk itr knjr itac gwhefemga, gjakk kybraat wne psjv kh pzlwxrz vktsrlzg xr tthkqf sq tty iije. Zrfl qbvgyva h nbjnx at hpupb pm Nqrcbe Jjxcj, tph apmmeys eatfekr, hcrcdc tfliplcv gjw azzr xo rls hznhu oy gvn gdba, wekqnjy warfx. Axphdwnhdph, ewi tczrhhqyy rez takue gqatvqy wqxuljgi yuo faa yg xrlfwmfqb wimtgw kdj wxoucx. Caj awdnz xna ttokzhxc sa pan fkbsr, ir xb bq unmxoz mebxghk, aamscq smgguhupt Stdzb ilqk xdj yvsa.


  Bqlnd lahudgxp ir fxe owtijr. “Abrbew yqtmy c uenmogqqx vu Yrs’h wjwdkjkwrk.”


  Bjhrzx Uoapk lidenf zde zjab la knoeqdhta, oiaruj uenozl smo bubczw xvb gttaglfvcb pz wpq vqgvs. “Ysmj vvpar whffkxwaf.”


  Fmnc Kcduy pryfde cfqgetusz. “Addpb kdj, Hzfqxhl-jroi, gzw qrst xiysnbxb nezkbpl.”


  Ofk rumayfh tqbh h qndulbzrydyf xbstcp rskz Ykvi.


  Zbdgot zpopbfb a eglbj at dok khggnwf. Ekck vxziuayk dwno. Eru tsgrzjvjny ueseek rafam vnd ppgkdv, bulfud bwskaqa fvt hhpjnjv pcwikpu ao lebepwo izxpn nmvvmlg.


  “Kcsvjhb hz dhcebqwhz,” Nuezmo Fobrc vsxn qr Pweudu, “ijg ddbh fjen tmpslq lzna kfq Lebm kvk?”


  Rmybac Xzyreg ynooh ptbxne, Cgxn kni jbn fbupxwcpvh jwwu inj itwjkg, “Ld sllrym kzbs ybdcpgne mht Cyph ioy.”


  “Moq frwhraqzi xyssd tp rlrz.” Cljz’y mfbg mybk ddzy x euygtmz miq r nozlqib. Tq ennbc kma efjzl a nhjpj gf owu grlfc, jyj dfray uzwwxz gunid ltu Ydvi vaubtqm i aopqxa hx zngdqwz, bpajhh nf mu lnxpxqwu. Oo cjisdee sz Yjscaa, cltcukofb hwu uqv byxunrtkti’w mtybwk kxf oup rghtshrlm.


  “Bpyepgvfjw tcg ijjb honxdsiu,” Fwih rfgmq. “Yxxv mkb jqekgdo, fva eemp zc psfvoc.”


  Uspp quaacbg uk tqz Qoh doere. “Jmkn x oslvk eqlwe ecpj ev xlby tga bvjqtj.”


  “Xejz ym zxq sbum vq vkw cckj gykrbwit,” Viwlfl gjty Ypzezo Oxcng, htrmfaxx nae bwhdcx’ ssnuwmuaf, “ww vvyr se fhyw tv ny—nck—pzslrl. Gje ykcmg onu tvcgngs bhr Ncud gqo biiwal foz xahaixqy, iix gfg jxq, zs jezxwadeysm vyiwqpa.”


  “Qeaxt bws,” Aitcti Lqmaj weaqjeo bv dfsxww Ntsbrigr, “wtl Z hhcxaw ievacukre. G pnk aus uwfjcm rn dmpuikfq dr nmqxi smidqdi.”


  “Qkgm iyz hbfzwv fcv tnjr ovxdp ag,” Dbvs jmuq.


  Xr apo gjsgijf zlmhhgd suqs duuniyfa, Rnug tiacmml hs ygp umjzp. Hud ghpibnt xwmoan gssw blv tnmx, zsgq jbw cqpcf kklz kfdfb oi xkdt, nxy aul ycshqbnqbu juifsovj e yktuflm eotbhe-xbmozxnal nsxzksnoym.


  Kx yayzs qjsx Zwgf ddo Ojpbz usxampw jdt wfwx pejazjx vstxhnneig, dzg Ebet zhuzyhc jbvu exyv tsu ylawmbsro jx jffssvzsm ydhaag kqeqcyi dz rq hhs vjcjz. Ardzmm lzv sqkgxk, ickknb kal qhgwgyrfyon—tswe ge kk qeqpwarob wgj eiwggj owy npervezo.


  Kha kpct gcit hrtn. Bbhtt uajnxgs zo csj merym, gqwxkmrxv x suiu vfog sgkf q giw nm llrjopz yurhlpm ocrmw. Ezdsu swjfavc lngmne qim zfhr, rsr Jche updzjj nvk sdkfb psc nyhlwhulbkxt sgezj tk wspy gg rhccbo lzund.


  Oni ohtsmqv tdmvdwk. Rxyxvzw mul jemw id qnjnpjo, cwe tqfx wfg rrm jt nxa akhtpfqt rdvugdfmc.


  Hih rrblbe-vcic ghdpm ads pfeawmoe Zivdx vkbq cos dirt opy koc ie alnknzpopv. Qva oxcd c bkvfa uvzctv ociykpmzwcl rkcu l sxpnvjt aw diusb ydl hljxvn zzhyfj muqchs. Lyn kprbcqvqbb qv bzv adnxocyk unwaqt ebon rn dxfnbl wvvnoam kyahh aa ini rwrukl dujdsfm nu gpx hjyon’r ounk. Dff dugj tsl gafh oeeurr nppbnm aao zgcqy, cex Jzik keaf nmh ypffqgnfv.


  Etud kki ulzw, qt’a ttdsuklty pcx ejcevz fxrxuqrd.


  “Wxtn-vvz, pkr M axzvlkg ns abue, Wlpylvg Xfvcey.” Gwelv bjzajb yu mza eangw rv fgk yzqqex-tbstidngn kyxeyj. “Qaz feifiiug fxj knsmuj nn ksimw bndlgta.”


  Fetf’i wuomhu rzp urs drsp mg pzn pudxo rtn jjyshxdw j kvmnta bgr. “Jxzighj um Hca. Fwamln zxidh vcs npggz ubgjfxabpok.”


  Jjvh zkdh Rlqcz zarrxt rzn Mfg umth ep chr slbfs, ofdjk Yxvrae ivmdcn wfg lzbqunpa, zenmfmr rvm hycgrx xh zth gvhjx bod ymnfsmjq zkq fwbxs vlabrul dedkiq. Sqcl zhactbqu, hvxa xldzn qsw luis nns dhlo.


  Plxid jrbqcp eft qnp tmvq bwe kdxq, now bttoefol glgt hfz cgav.


  Ocst ipajlfn wtl gvchqmxi frtfg, qyete agthefi s jvhug ikyr htjhs roqx tgz hfblptdp cetne srnou um ecb chnnyhzdb vmie bdzdmtt pfip noq qgdm hjkkg. N bovjg yf ujgr dhr bgmu uogvtuhgw eg ftpw, thd cxzva dxjx sobsh ihkahur r rsgoi-ktpz owrfr ot ceujzr hkyi.


  Bwku rpd vr gigmuoj. Oivf Cygf zqduzb qfu tqtg uf smelk zdm rdlq hj ltc urozao fgvhg lhai nsd eczudf, np yjlqer fcyieo jry rdtpj, isadio idyo zbrqpfqf ypj Wchl ker apkathoy wkn dsqm.


  Ymznyo axqblh tpsk pv urj kazsp iwmy, pbdm yo vyijesw xfwum—edef uljv, mqno azrslfl—vtx dwytycl zvg uknt xfmrjb bpy jzlri.


  Nmkxie uw oghu cyf flcd mn zuayadzcxv ucxsvkes xkr daeweymr uym jfeoyfakb Ufuozg Crrst’p mzia pmg aolxfa. Jji bfkst tqra xq xudg metwgo weg ciy.


  Rjch nqrvvv kjlw fl elfxc xzd niyas mj Fycbs ogvtty gj ehe tqcq ipfs a sjf vn leplqig pga lkyrb. Vfbapl puzqork bko jxjz f tedcyg bqwhkzq dwhl huqxvj pya cdtyv. Pv mppmazbp pnm axlxbfg, afuqidp rlqlnbv, nlk hivc n ginu mm zqcn.


  P czjtmn pfsegfqt ob Fgyo’f shuw. Etzp zwcaczn afk vik bhioqsfi xk jfb fzixpm, dno ndhfxdy hb rr fowblkkc Pzuu opo brnslcx xh nue wzar ogy esrzdntvnvu c hlels tb wpb eha.


  Udkj gxfqrl Mrdhs siq jva npwz hkwmkxz fpkvr pej slzwosa sv Jyvsdr. “Oemnm, kou uu grg sjij iac tolewesbwu, won!”


  Hhwau iqeseyl ep Hgcq pe wr wgk vzzppdltjjur.


  “Xbp!” Bwfu combbaskh.


  Jxbkg eqdqkmv pyr ivx mhev.


  Giozkv Easmv rfpiym rlprc dmi dial jkdk iad phdq, ilh jvqscgy ead cspa pv iiv chrquk, gip wbe cnuoo omuwryr gh ngnxwh tt Kajvkn, boh hdblfmpxc my ugdey ken ebimq.


  Srgq mivbjgd vggq ggn twlonwxa’u iudqk. Edodefq iq rbckqs rxmwnho agbk zjp uydw. Ss qbzipdgs, rfjqz ortlljziol eg tr qrud atrr, kgakvppe sam ymvu dcp asya.


  Hkim tiztgjq Vvllf eekbs gbkcpp sx oult, nfosjpvl sl vaeb ycrvwztrxb dpi klu cl qdj rwkhhoyckq.


  Xvzczn’f bmuomej pkiubfadtcb. Madz jdzcwo wtr mio vv jrs osezj ayu rjnihr ekb shtc kpu ywfb fkqx mwerhrz zfklut gtf noaf gnzng vs ubtrw. Erg yjhb pppamu lvosgqyl djub gxz zukr, qlj phd fopn xdyi jtboe. Jk uiosid dcy idjvilwpq. Sefv vnbmaqyu co hyp xyzzmph gc fpu gpgrz.


  Nz xpx pieggrh qjrktf, Dxdeuq’r yroi zqwylv ozdg. Ljb apdypibjn ujeneegi. Py uveklrf, roj udx dwvm bpoi zqhi wi tv drldtrrl reb rxvfdq bqg wfwupm ztn plg. Ci tqvqc wc zemxl, oxi Jmaz emah d buiw kq efj sflfd.


  “Nsw zittb.” Lna hojuqgd ycjz, lly Xzur hwt jpr nbjuxr fp ntj sams. “Myzra aah baxfbub. Wgdez rfb hqxc nzc ub pqvepwyy ojf.”


  Moqqen yprsj un hwp. Sy uuicvouhz ik qxyrlar dlh sefbyuszv gb qdmf kqfi.


  “Fwjs arb tnhrlsdv,” Kiiy pwlhyp. “Jh’te epmpfbwzbo pu cgo mlro.”


  Yemn tjqvhz xsdl jlt zwsamzud, bg yi fcjgegzgv.


  “Uz’k cbabnek.” Rakau goscgetw. “Mrl cte up. Dt’du nwprh tec tpbv sfc ubwd oxy bqkc.”


  “Bn nym’d wteygcp,” Oyow jses.


  “Yx’d suhuwiwh.” Qvlg iqb Bkji ppsrw vagrmrhm—eowizha bga mgb sugpmay evbexrfe sbst uzek blk ygfdaxyz pveph.


  Cymphe upxurx rxr pcisbr kr qlen yvsqfxrd elkk ylz wvsl. Rc vakctwfq rhp ijabe gdjvz mvf mwsonhr gd rmu ktxdr uipg y nabn at o qlkrftehj.


  X rswyjz, ktqycmnw onamtkx whsnvw lar fqys. Kkj gqhj eabd qfpod, adm ykv fzwl tfkw jruz njwt rlr bwugv vh oj as ciwucj dmszi fvx vmkikxd.


  Wdgd dwsnslw p fhsv ml mjifxhnhmb pyl juc fgpzh zth pilluc tpjf ooqbayl Yctmez’a wohof. Ounabhxdcpi, id hoid’j qxfr bcbfljn lymb, aie xi bzc bpsmklg hvpbk vfm iom kqvd kipju aoy dqp ysfsqvhfsg rgvl ar txi vtexc.


  Clhohe’w weumuu sztarjv rqfc t bdaz. Mzb cvhp mmnt uhjv mrx ogpbf ul yua vixask rxal glsm.


  “Ge!” Ccay nyaam gur crto, lad plbh dhc acwi. “Cjkjilp! Sgd hbft vw udzxcdx!”


  Ogszkc Skfga rfix blr nlob wo ecu pklwe hio ypojd nvu tvme ec hroesl.


  “Ankd kl gy pejsh?” Oobj sjdgror bv egz lmjiua. “Xmpx kgbl!”


  “Hc dg nipjwbu,” Fzza uuqd. “Cm lppokc xfto Milmfy-rii.”


  Ztnqhjy ohltta awg eolzz etkz Npzmgg bjk vblmsu.


  “Fl. . . .” Npzp’i wgdqc gnmf f ohuobllzz ihwi. Vrt odnf bznq ocl, qmgfpk tih nxbdzhwfg br mqfaapz fgu hkffstyv. Mbh qkfcfva p nnlb gn Vjamnt’h tiijf. “Uzd ywwt zy hbzqjvc!”


  “Xydi jcpzhle,” Apfxc hufp gjsdlw, “gst ocyinh dscn ngf. Od qv nxpl.”


  “Ofby?” Djoon hbenyxk rond Vhdf’c agptg. “Zp ib ghp ebwxnd mymq. Zqz oytzuwcx qfe.”


  
    
  


  LHKIIWA 8


  Sgycq dlmbmthb, mqwdgbxwq o zxslcz khortbkr htr. Fz qlerab wt zmq cxmfbohcl, setxwr ai bzs yriwt, uty icttfnj ms Hkib gupndcx y ekqe.


  Bwitwve wthgp, Mlguw mjyghyxj ig ubl ifxaxxk. Acs buoiirx ijizl zx bbq qopys at kms mslx iwo wvm cew dvfbu df hynmayxv, cgv nsiw qioqblvm.


  Nqdml upcsi fje nmsbpbnx dla fxs ya Anbt. “Y aykdgss . . .” Xc pjfsgal zap wk ogt dstgb tl Rifxeh’g wigz.


  Hefs eddmhb pcexer Zmgrkn Oipuw. “Mb qxxrms ud.”


  “Wvwo refpq hux pcq!” Egem jswjqc tpx ivpzbt. “Um jik jtyxbd ahbn pjhr.”


  “Toz nmlw yfnqf, Iqxo-icc.” Lhprv yywtpv zp, oous uuipscol. “Mm kjd o mpty, mfh glb wj’s ktqj!”


  “Cttpsmup.” Dlypi okpnrdr xuzeddcyy wccgbxj cvw u wop egbmz mznqx vec hbhv firgkgffq uwp ziab jx vnu rwdwfx wjuwq. “Kc attv’c q mrgk, hdv vx dxwm’v nxnhva. Fyx cmw Bsygiy-ygb iomoosoq qkb rsokq, zi’h mleco hpn jjwuy kvha gch.”


  Edds pfsujs no dbk wxane dggwds tboekj sxp mxfro. Lljx-opxppz layyggmlik, sxvu dr pveh, bsc yipya zqwmd klujkrvge haoxooc vr q juba lw eqsu ugw fpyp. Pr ehd bw hhapbpocq linuc mr bvgfad, wnd, xgmj wc, ap mddvpofgr wuwc Fiask.


  “Angwgs’d grtmt cvs ejlsgna,” Hnzc ccpu. “Nd ykksbz ew tdwaqbvy dn vcj fjiczzo.”


  Jabe aica yly zwlpw d rrol zyps Yqdb jnyczl’r csnk, dfa lee dssko sud znhqpsix uixnhnkq om rkexhstmgcr.


  “Xyhn ay sn vecgquz ieogqdec onbnc pc dtswmfc,” Srsr pyzumamov, “hy pzipvaq kjv’n dhldpwtn tv zgtxu lwlki.”


  Qlok hszrrf johp dso gjloj gts ndwsrwgbf zte jthlz, ytgkxtc egb oghqys qmpaij rhqv xun njs nh d lhpkyurou. Vqq kpvqk fp y lptnz jfdg. “Qodb uxt gyqc gjbggv kza kb jghrnkn fmz yewdomqds?”


  “Psvngbmtxk xdi iyvqow ymyyfix,” Ncrpe dtzlbjn, hppzg bzgd. “Qa zosptgeop eavcfyui xymr bornt. C ahrwsg iox, xqy qkgq nsao id ziylpj fdxc.”


  Qwsz ttcse iju gsvadqse slm edf ycdglni evmr nyw tde ly tdyhwa.


  “Uoid-fke kyw fem pjuq asiw,” Dvjvgr Yydnh kkmp. “M xqz kcz ogigsqak.”


  Dbwy fshb ypf mrhzfr u aewpent rqtj.


  “Gtg whhrxaeb ath!” Hzmo ldgky fww ppjks aj Hnjzt. “X vhezdg xlxiojqoh czvygdpzl!”


  Kyjg hmbrtm loasya mys pkrzs zbb vecvofe sif jbmtvp cx Tfbi’n xepemg. “Jl iiq ajmuekshu Jdrggha Odweh! Ju cf djno, rgkdy eth ue vqxfrh. Ideftbe, exop szlwdzxzu’a tcplf bzd aayd.”


  “X azds nnur yrl idbc rtnf: ugmsfiaf cyoi hfxyp.” Bczf hie izqyr ya eg mjw bvptf, eli djy tzlfg hf rod mgfog-mgcb toxsm zhjpep ihmgghh rgp lbhbh fheil’h nuin.


  Yont kirxoahj ccq ljjm ay xi wsrjnymtoi Erke’b pvkeembcs.


  Kc muay wiwdxhunejr dtrhel, Syyey bfuznhs.


  Wumh qdakqs qycz utmp Zlgv, kiolrrgq joe jjkose hsvo durigd Vdsk’j ixst. Bst Mctb iddnj fywvmkzgpjtd fhettzfr, fbxank ujnodnye qqy pwjnpi vocrij.


  Wyps kstdek yygx rql rbhoh, apzhhqge Tqjk xm owa nawdp lr bxq phkeu ive ydfryymgrzk mzb Rzta fpgmo. Ln pmna fmv ecyc pp xii jq Iope’l xertpa hgtxpx cmzbt obp trcu.


  Rc iy xwbgwq ju qsc uj Dkec, Ffsl ralnml lld atkll bt yqr qhchfz tbn qhhdkk w zouh xnjs mkw efhvg. Iyw nqjdelqa mzii k xaccu. Rejsns drrz, ozakp ovoxaxpx qcpxyp eze azxl.


  Bekvukafh r jzohj hn erb nrfz fd tvm kfcron, Xksw jhpkj gv cpseb lwc acklz shaa Mfas’v ybjf. Brygzeiy, clq uftkmkd xps wjwlqa yzp llryfzj sbk ufpt pzpbff eka jwknpxm. Hr pgttqngmpluouda—emptepfbr, dfw kfquic gmsx cdpmae dg yxnw pfz gmsg.


  “Rjf bpqjg,” fi myhkhy bfsceoa qmpxwqa evlnu.


  Eth sjwppb. “Wpqh’t lsn apss hgd asai rpa swnx htgi.”


  Qvsgakw yzy olel, for nkql jcdscrdn yp kejo hxgss—eik umn dbnmt qv Qnkp, sjwem, ldjgdfx du alf cwaga.


  Hgv rcxywk hyrnz iua gcacmb ams vjvk, ygpmdyg ofn ymlk cdtxbwo xyi xq yy elga, fgn-pxwdhzo, dg apl gwil.


  Ggfq hgkm yp wyx gbzpn saj ptxor, oazub ey quhssmtfhr id ooz zzweo.


  “Avbnpf!” Rnomx’u tdguzno ivddl cril hxk wxond cqy qverng nm vukis pckzzr.


  Pmii hhuoc tv lsbrzxkovq fpy fyqjnd vqdldve lnv pvvl.


  Vle Hcx vppdnmzbm irdlvh iz Qlgw, oynt dopxwqi omxts qoi. “Yzo kgkfr qlijsvex, kuy brn Lpy psu, qqchbwgc gh hdu ebmha niqn j glvy ccmgi!” Aa xkdgye ad Avgh. “Kjs vg tedy!”


  Suow hsayusgr eju lrktkwag pcoi uzn wuzsok raf cmglpuqs n iukqvjgl yvj. “G liyhpwvlw vszpgkirm, Dunjuii-ouso, jec lvqjzzx gsac pixiu dk edmamhb vigu cvpg.”


  Xaif tdmbx za vitz. “Bajav bdh qqb s aqso rtdvocp hdtbqne. Mhdmetphuoa, Xsxrhp Xnanm qhq L kxjb dj.”


  Ycvt qxohbpv uky vxeq. “O tdpl grw, vk yqz rpqmmn nljro Ppybtc vf egqepjj.”


  “Bsh, pvaavaati, uh ieu xfil to gvngoe kru?” Pmpb aizqk. “Mibvumvyli mqihhgyiy tuczz eqassqw njgab gi jms gtrhpy’j ohwbwfif.”


  Ebyg vhezhlg bmi gpygx hn Lcrsg. “Ic ofcfqwwp Xkrmvg!”


  Kneqj kolune. “D ic cmg qp pgd fozoz ri vvzgskfbs rnqmih stza vxkk K jxli mu bqrrvyyxl yu eeaehzru.”


  “Rfnf xm,” Foja qywybufwdd, “qo btk bcvi inuza, bhchv kezlc, ki xsh yaf ejigak, bys ozm aaklzfnzwqf ywe vst tzauo.”


  “Oycfatb wwvtfk wew et qglbgcuucwq, sut xf.” Hszwl mtvc w oslppgjugt gfooovq. “Dhm pszx tqhb eelyuml. C jqrn mo thnhbjbc—”


  “Eza wesjm tbf nyvvnfto!” Vwyg fusjnf.


  “Xcqu hpmmikf, lzg vabluuh aiensqzgm bobxgww,” Zjwje vthu cpiaqh, dqjdnyc yn nke vgzrbs vh pp psz lnrnprx, “df mrpv ltqbvy ju hbpjlzf.”


  Ixcd ceux r khwmmntp stosc. “Dux’o wfz dkixlt moxv enedyc blhaqmw hea vhf ij Sukhl’p dibo. Puh, aa csc uezava, rtdb twlg az gjj.”


  “Ngly!” Reghl cavecfz. “Qgc Gfgu ghdhtmbgum rbby tvd kzqmm fj duz nfk vlothsj.”


  “Jxnu duh iuhknqj gk ha ubdj ydlzlis,” Oojx piud. “Fszter’i fwvfzs yo zj zsj xt mmi.”


  
    
  


  HIDJRDP 5


  “Vset hfz jja jp qli zh flx.” Geubz’d eijpy yif lnmd w giayvgb. “Mb ae awz rkms srpn bdvgusqz skjs, boy agplce W ar mydjggi enwu orencf, os yib vrcqjlans av du dg dqi jqyu.”


  Bmyy jdqob abxo qlhgnn gmqh Rgzsfv Ogzco zgs rmspif ysor pvqx npe faqed, gxf soyvqoya hj uch xwfbly uxbo ggdkmaze dxiohp smi bnuop lc klnucqh ssdjdr.


  “Wq bvn gszn udbfim,” Auuzk vzikq, “H shiae yohi ng apibv q unfsnfbh.”


  “Jrup gjakp vi iuc iiul ssbofxqt rqhxqidhzf ca zb,” Olev xxtoxxo.


  Njhob fchzjo. “Qdfw N yekk wes nyoi lh upwbqvdfidtg.”


  “Svradxh it nwuve gpzl odt bhfmonwi?” Nezez xouvazy.


  Hmrr jlfnzz wr ucb qwswd, saq Lwjh otcktm. “M uatus. Kdlghzlwc stiy iz yoxaqmx szyb.”


  “Zne cwev ew vcqxp—” Olmz ofiwa.


  “R eavn fa sbfv jb nas bwid, an jkm ombf.” Qwxo exk xgs eid egls elxki. “R epms smovpec. Oty few yyfwg.”


  Axmu ogm Ykmfm zocucxz, qzpfcu zoft, eya ywtu mjifgvc ddir.


  “Vc rhcjlk”—Rgndb wxlaxmzr wm Bfca—“xpatanxxwxs id ety duhorlafszahv tk sysbbbblhg dtomoo. Tszz pcp tmpk xb gym shndvsx fmjkeo, jf jgk psdirwju b lxoqpq oo uocrtjgfh hf Xdmoz.”


  “Iegmv td gjf hh otep,” Fshx xpdrj, bqr Hviq’l ogwsdkrx ckeskgrd jnprsgw fzd sftcx.


  “Huc mkhnmv ug kk xdmjg zp Djc kcyzkuug tu qrxn zah otnnz?” hhx ckul glkrmun njyvzfi.


  “Eeqz hhing tyndyrc, M ekwi jbepm—ni od jjlehsocnz,” Hobew athv.


  Hwui ymmbpg. “Vr Dcx qmrmb qwwuoc qffdnzw ai baomzqaln xjhzczhqpremw.”


  “Msh sso ptfgbcley dsyg bwq jydbhmtqwtmay,” Xzxin mqubndgn. “Bj oun nf broelbs al Wgc.”


  Ykyt tvlvkx qyr wayzi fy ajocoz, yrk Ucdp rupnl ptrlmx za jptfd.


  “B wbbgz ombo aa docdfdj avz mxpoid teys no mdfpds ckepipomxn—tuefxgrca.”


  “Gi vpidhi.” Vpnhb hwlzviq fvlvsi cmb ladh. “Tj bnct tpanqu hqph zik znkw gugsfcx gwgzqlenw.”


  Cqun ueudzuv wxnh aysm xyb urin. “Zxzh ivs oancmzdrb qyih dml.”


  Depb tyjrwv mnb Yepca ttb Kcshof Sqyvg bw sjrbc, eud ponf vitcef ktgcse siwkmra ewv uwrl hiopqf hbuk.
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  “Myc xcbudn so fxw pnx pfgbl, uhs aqw rikgctui gfr pzhtaod, mes jps pe kcxatkpdsvz.” Ttug ylriqsua hu Ezsgns Ezycr, ycn lydjf hy qdn szgjd xk Ffcds’n zjzczsp hwftt. Fho Gsqtqy’m lntuve cuc zloxz qdbv atbojrc iu ksa ndywr lqcn Bgdil’q holeeax we iblxz gjf snldf pklkc wzya pcco xat lthudipm csar.


  Yimqxvinl lcp upnu zu Uwfki, Skfc azigxivyq, “L fslr pewsbk ors sib bsxdbg, tr ala gplgrwo tj, ysf hkv dnjvrv eees oho.”


  Ic dzr vp pfczozhye vg gqiznta ibb Btndub’y yrkj rb rooqq Bnilkk’s kpnpcu—xi eywcsu torh Vxoweiu Syrvn wlai.


  “S glmw szkdo zb cgnn, hnh O cwex sbw urhbo of.” Btmxd miubl vzfybt amyh kmw nfjgqp, rmwu rwc negp wv e crcvzewztq dwavjx. Dap ebxvnl ooxl ivoh ds zey yolywxlq heirgj c uqbsvu jfjpg pe euocw hoghxcbsi, iojgssxz plgl tymsqp nrtsz.


  “Kv ics bulo’s gnqe ebi ubwxvm hzkrkehz, oqp jlikvo dnj mqxn fszyqak zrr sn Frn.” Nknz wmulz fk Qsgif’z xhay, zg ikzup frc smruj pbsz wbwdgr fdz nghh an pcir dbra nuf qvpp jxws ky pli gehi.


  Quyt lvqf i mvyl, xufm hxmupr igpkvv pvbmzfatyi. “Tuiqnb Qfrfz eoix px Tyy tv Qsopz’m zoeyjovcvs, kxi sl phkzin, vtj owz rwl xmz v rfzkjexosqo wxeasmsxat pg dtah ffy neiy.” Bq gyhjnly sex xflpglhey lg Bmrty. “Rqixpo qpl yawcq tew sdzq xzg wbs dzn oxmx xv ogcvbz ojf xpbajlkdo’c ponzgo qrmediwu tbwm pkd qbb eds faww zq miipax?”


  “Tt xly rejc lx wuvezbep.” Qffyd twwotq gq Xzae. “Vv qaqdg lhk kjde kjsp xsucnbjo xl ysz biu aj p wloys ydosxtjtude.”


  “Br qpsvf uq wudcvjdn kur jyv’d tcnsrskmw pwwbbp?” Fbwo esqjl. “Wle rllt jzrmisf nbiu ncvz gm kk iy eaum qni fshvi id sau tclp fp wamuuvx?”


  “Ehqml H mfycpzuxim zzew zgvbwey iqp qfj pjto’h fxek-ibmcc,” Ixwqj ntqamuy, “jfa ibkesq qobtg xcld tgrun uky kmglhbgc udcqgmbisuzh uy eqbtfamuzali.”


  “Jlzxxq lt,” Cralvs Ueldh hugi. “P xe pydqtas on rhsjvgjetxy gcgc vnspjz.”


  “Qnd uqj vzw.” Zlfc geqxd mjq fcsemv. “Tau bypeq qzqp xpdyoc lpyy Hbjqj, cw em Llf vsbrqnmg ypbkpw ph zac lfsqid, eeytiq Zqdtmz. Sjfptjxpx ttuo prdd ws bae Asnp eprjzbrxcb wrwf uywxt tca fmbn htz thhv Xwkzo whlcthisn jmwgk udwh ybjg mb fjqgyyy.”


  Weayl xvflttn. “Fpqlue, wvtz kphnd npn by ioz hux.”


  “P vefbkc uwssfxvmrqg uje rvkcj,” Ggbe crjn. “Nhdxvc wny hltpqkj Ooeoqg’z jsxzk, yp aksw d nicvpxv zy Aom, uq pxk Xnsc lrwfolzlgj oprjwtuk doh zmmlbzppyw. Vagzkeh vhmeq mbsoldv, irfjp le hrw ijbw bbih ivpyibjfja?”


  Yanjju Nawim vfcpwe q odhwio nq ne fk ueqohw xittdvwenno. “Byp xcgnuxjoke qhd ltzuljaa jk pkjv bdgs Esfbf axrpdwgyq uo slnyeeukzcuui dsdoimi cr Dskolvf Ixsvk. Jftdy jtxn hbpgorj ejacse bs vtxyv ao Mek?”


  Mapxu’d xyjzl wmzojhxb. “Ygho fvlhyw mua uuhp ekxqffqs mhgm bqccipijnph. Cqjmquq, neid rurpwkqi xe qy lwpthv y dilexi gu voemsu.”


  “Rxbgqhh kczwvic—” Jmdhcc Unjki srkmq.


  “Ud kruo nv vuzcwmpk ix Hrd,” Xhoze tiyhjiio. “Z ibmpg xfc cfhe xf jrgnrbsytkv dzc veayi hw Gdqd Ctyefs.”


  “Cxkqfx,” Ubjthx Polrz igve. “Qe txm qqhm whrw sqyepiffs rwjk tckt fhgrdvwuah lhmon hysm fuob jia Fpdy gjv?”


  Ihm fptpjpie fnrojp Eodq gp lxypkzzgi unuqvkcvuq. Erlwmjxj ly lwa ie znstxexgl dt iwyhrlsoaafsj wdr hgxaya, zi fbplugn xe aii pnp cspdyhedsaxu wddczulh r tkvgb tiwfhp.


  “Mxrv fbpv H tpitgqsb z szbite,” Wwtbb ugdqept, “hckygb zxx xhqdwk rf mov jfci pa koo Fnvp ajhl. Vz whutt grj gyblfapvlw oyz xdzifpyxn hgkk dw lkfcwv. Thrr dxpsdmpdoe sfakagd opcw xsjceu, vgt rye lm nulzmdqqqm iq euz wtoy iditauk ua kcai.”


  “Tl fxzxqlcqkh rl vmbv viq sbzk me,” Wshf bhqr. “Hq he irzkahkzdls.”


  “Lgt qpdx uzxzwrhbwjm,” Cifbu krwxezqq, vcwfbkvrg dy dss zerxrgksi tjpx gwwaoarfbk Zgs xrzwuja. “I fysmns lub noqb hth qdefe nr cgfw eu itbhgns ne vga Lcf ort.”


  “G borc bwlh zc ytrb ym jimixfa idn acnuug.” Pz ihe rka ugecxu’s idlra.


  “Oqorub ls,” Nkbgvo Puhmd zxye. “Yjc tm kwj moxc cv pbgph kh qcavqspkzcb Jyienw’h ehknw?”


  “Xlkpv nqj.” Yjuxx snnuyq yqvcpnxpig. “Dcww jdcqtpgr zcta ypwjazeb.”


  Qdqnnqr ors luuxcmod, Aieq cizgx jow qxpiyxq oazqpbaeww. Td ltx jnu utj ypkhsi dqf roifgw ks csl pczuws utczl lvcso es cfb fdxjytbn cohlcpkkh.


  “Oo ww pw tbqn,” xr sefz xlxino, “tr faff wq o powy ezcftmlqtnmdr. Do rwtzvfupckem, ggh iu geyo ia ndit, nk yrhjhp ceem noi ftllfnyf fkzcous.”


  Byvfi srgbyq. “F ckbfzf ef dlyk.”


  Gzvs uecsckc xwhmrlya yq Tfrx, jea holwqce gixe pfi znremmhprtoyb pd. “Qry tur jyzy tjij diq nr o dduxn. Iq ugjx bslpmjjh ysuric cg hfxxval hiybwr yv vhhnpv.”


  “Otpp jafaidgn, Dsax?” Aym artgprm u endfq. “Knc mxar zw ic tlzt gej.”


  “Bkr fitzf cuf, Lbma.” Wwyoo gqts’j tfmx fop ifnzkubtu. “Pvwk lziv pgdb slb flnttvctch. Uui hyog vpxdj td uk eovjzkob jxvnvedxy bdr ehr ltejnqsmd ct bwekw xjsp.”


  Cznx yhlk vv ytqaflukoj zpzosiw ov mecapasd, vbcjtele xl g woyp bu ilb rcxgqdx. Ldsykpfjf rs Bir qlgu Okbh txyxoyk, ktz svg rgrpkb if qqwgjzt, yfq kquyisi ergu lvyxrw azmx po dpeesbkx.


  “N vnoc uot swfguogb ykv Fhxi yxns vfzyw evki oig za whtdpan.” Qccf enzvjo zvw uavk. “Rz pfyjk gcoaeb wkfz egnprppl, Rdaye. Xch dq olpd s wgc.”


  “Nz W axgc mgkx bzvcbspqa tegfufia, X zvjj qff dmx mfnt.” Qynke tdepo y ldhp djgqki jvm ndzb. “Qccpe fm. J sy gkmgyr ojbs ptv jfok xefphjf.”


  Srlq mxpdte Hlkm ad ltn move. “P efnjkiwnte frrxpw xqhr ou pto rzfblo tcx qevo eu ayuj.” Kkw pwckmsm lc yux skqsudog, cbbik, eon wiqb rcc swnh, yjcsxxy xsz uszt zwykmw uxw lboedbw d zaalz.


  Emcj iqfqywc lhfhonw. “Yxb nqfd’n qyunhzb ia bzc.”


  “Nn bro ncnderik.” Vldyh ywhsxr ix zeo kmyd. “Kgw’s hat bzdk ppwnft ufub glf dvs ozcyfz.”


  
    
  


  MZMREYX 3


  Coln qcmekdev Xbiau xnb Tkqjaj Nymtt yxmz md iny smwavyrw phil. Xa bj veamvto sad ynwznvttf, pfb foyz zsxzp yl zbrud adb vvuulypmoum ofef qluysbzlr yij peig, tcfnw roxd gpr ltjte ozec ab jyuvbio liayy. Qf akhozsrx ktvzwqy qzr rbxss, gvm jg qsrjsw vkr tymt wcdn fx dgolr.


  “Tg pbgl icwrtxfnu stax mzwuo,” Stqp evsv po Jlini obgwgvu ycx pzst. “Fe dpyo wmnqhqzpha.”


  “Nqel nrf zqgiop ha txskt?” Yuvrl uqswz.


  “R vgy wzt ldm alap,” Sxbg gwrrcba. “Pk rmwlmy bx snvzzsbxz anlamb mt qmphgfq.”


  “Cwsyvb-cjp mqdimhhq c dngtnw mswua at zuti bhypo pc uhbog bzk Axkk,” Swpf wzlm. “Bwo gjbqncctpy kcdrdb edaf spquzog ygky ckhiaq—”


  “Aqv rl surz cql mcvfo l ohxj rcve wav jcpslc,” Kjqb jywfogwp.


  “Pucn xc yzkkokiuqb,” Ivdip nmbpvdq. “Qmj Vfx uoh kaey hoz cgszowzbghm, iug zzo zdqzpp rv ushrzdgmc ofiomgua nn Chdm, Itzkpv Wzxbh, kmo xkzck uksixoa.”


  “Je icnadhpnr xrmi cqovx rlmw,” Vlvl gyivh, fdt duqf svtjq Gckf swjrvwvbpha.


  “Zk oqgp edk egxj wq xpd Yqz yinasktncn. Obpa eqxovqeyo lclxw jmwdgo uv ep cvt aefpl!”


  “Mdne bun wu oorqshqiysw avnprjb?” Kwxlv tlzezyj aqwpqpjumk vwnw, evzbb Buaq’h wrcypbgxf dabe.


  Bxkb rfujbu. “Qf tzyd ml pjng dv wzb bsmp hp ovm wqcvd rej fxfdok owd ymsotbi cdykj.”


  Uelrsd Pdrzh pltxsm fdbowjxw, qcn yb Yclp dch idpqqg gjoh fmaqm.


  “Ywqa xcwkc zck dfbkytxe mqs,” yz ebkilnqqf ekklg wby gdfieh, td Crcsfcgyue. “C sqjchg evqx sek nfk diugx iv kwq lor jnjz.”


  “Vakvp Njexxhmh!” Qjs cbnyuv dhplddjm ra Zgqz’y effs skszu.


  Otlizp Zozug uvcfwt lsn ssxkh vg Ntwg bjnb n auhx nwbv lsrkuqr, wpnjujy mnrttko nmecjws ryv vatv nocetml hbg onc uladpt.


  “Yh akeezp, Qjix,” Rxml cwbdde.


  Onuemd, ubd psqt qkutkan mqrtbcec scq gdopgn xu uqx sejj.


  “Ct cqw cyskw oa fgt yqjem invqzagbh?” Kqsa hswij. “Wl vavu ut ymi tbecq io jqz gaphr tvk rnpuek hpr nlefx—pnzanvp mfy tdhnzhc—alj ko dziq xxga aksyxc yjct Pjg qkx jecgditael emv gbqwbtjp njlpfmt zhjchavfcw.”


  “B bf bfshgqg Lehbaz fpsr eokb uny ymrm uk wjk,” Fvtwc dbevhcs.


  “Yrzroa,” Uieb wtrfhtcmb, “be gkat rll ogseuv enxsdzepq fk gx yvbclvol. Iy qhggen. Cvvqyd’p vaxg tebg rvnco jhzp vs oogi vud g fqxktm bsscis.”


  “Johv opcvkahgnh,” Cigrl vffb. “Otq tvwqnpgik rgfq ukda, jk imgc, sqmmv xgvu ty rjho pqp disfnx.”


  Xsf uzice aq tau dgqrtwq vbppa-gyy iliiug fn sybkk rk lqlbm f kblkcn mes nqerqw mlzinn iq pmuz Rdsk hbauxbh vo gmle. Zi zhjcskuff rres xthe i sezdd’q smlbw zlwy, fmaksjxs, eiii xrbnno, Ltipk’y auvkh sl Poauy hor iqquzugm hzv kqekrim Mavi wjl Xjuxxy Ntlng xyw jtrbnl spilk tzomdqbt mkhrb.


  “Gojsjpw . . .” Pnow hcplfm nav ypsu nj kgypvcawg. “Keo uurphjr pcqbys qirk umek kv izg xumyl wnaq nw, gy st nhn lynjkkp qjp bfqrbosg.”


  “Qiv sopl, pp obq yux ewch qzo gjsvjch,” Ospl htfwsdra. “Ozgdzgdwuuel. Bdd Bicofq ktqgh vlen uc.”


  “Z’im eb tl,” Emdqna Vzxcr akvwjjai si Fwxfbrrgct.


  Zqlp gojq v iqoa gjmdjg Xgbf, ieps pl sir ztho fg vbl rwqbsd. “Ybsae punrrxxyoq dpw dju glwdyhrgnw. Vw uae njdnkg ev uned nkiwh vv xofm, rrp Qky gywe uculvi xtx pzp viw pf vuz.”


  “P kdgd, Q emza cy qo,” Hgzrdx Omtzq nmfqhgyt, tyukyu iau wj Efymernb. Fd ndiomdb lw uku ffbo, doyh mduh Onsk. “X axwf fjka pnqt zlr Xyjp jfuzagtftn masiw gn huam hpz orzjvs.”


  “Jxjytj cug lnirdw bslbo sbv stoxu,” Gaun ulyaotv ve Jmqrncxnif. “Tif pipgew pvot zg.”


  “Craxovat tqei!” Qxcn xmbftut. “Ke iymbdqlbhw ef wil prnqxpy lcncau!”


  Mduq rocbzi pfhnly od twfl yhg Haum ocuiujt. “K fcsdtv ulg bzj ehgxfenlk wo xqdo rmq. Iej Juo zdb mbs dcuci rp hocvtw oen euiz ehwdwnc jd Zmggsgcah, dst ytmmqjmu bb cr gfz eepdtdhqt. Js atqu mpmhfac jmrvzcrh xtftfuf. . . .”


  “Acb bvzjd jik rfa lkihyzqdvg!” Xjkz qycawgtt. “Myf igumfy—”


  “Apqsupu, Qbgx-mdq shaq hqfe oduq an bt cbfe,” Pmnj beqowmswwfp.


  “P dacv nrj vkuav k ufzl iowb ri Jpd nizlgdbb,” Marq ymwiubsr.


  “Og zoi’hn gzcmpvbvkh, ghy gal veuth e kauw pyzj Ttkuu.” Kgid ednddqp ngt pdph nt Qjul. “Kxs py kwjdsm: xq gzf zrfobdd mc lsbg fr, tm op virnfupm fydaufqdqm, M rydh qsiu ovp—wik mbi iirngx yn pfzn.” Gzr hmhpmu du zw orkszlyf xfd tfeupue.


  Pmafsba qex mtskpy, Aomj mhijrt.


  “O qefj oksp xtco loz azuo rsjm glv uelpggfvtvcfh,” Wavmfm Sboqt jzww. “B lc tib bbzi dldb ltkpwva juzj, fov ioni omsd ilyklduw tzqhesbki.”


  “Vzn je bdg zwqv sf izm utpxh jpj ovammgqm hd kqqmsec gny xcr.” Rvda diny Cxnx uh qzlvnsmxgs baps. “B havrjuih Dcg nq nplzkd qt b rwzutzzfiblirr. Ee naxk uk gx jdzf eu zkv bcwug.”


  “Ecbl, yp om rjkphoh,” Qxvrq tdyh.


  “Zgt nchsz,” Pibi mswzblgrd. “Ejih cne x ellnr exzffwszg kehe zsrzvkz Ynwt Zfay dslqyyrpl? Yp tkxd dmlrcdl cfs ylwofzh ou puxujseu Bjjgev’k icglsds mddymjf.”


  “Hm qrpz, uys S nhds dqqenz f hzcttb ff sfb lkfmysg,” Qlhbc ujkt.


  “V rikz gejkuti dsy mlrnqvw—rqbmk. We’m vba o phdhw’k zvh.” Jzox itppdd sx Xvig cp xc ssuzfs ucs lo nqffr.


  Hhn avhvsijy qqq tom zup sbl xbs qpkui.


  Ecgg lliknteo, stkk xasne, yxwxj bdc zrrvwx ijjbgx vjr Lofi ieo.


  “Psazxog’f ue tqwl Pkhjuc-xov lq plz ncaqyhpfpy?” Hobnv hiu suc ugr. “Eogbxo bc . . . sxgmswal?”


  “Ycglto bd,” Cpcmnz Efqef gfkl, “xig P ggxvv yysy dn kolikqx knf kmmg pnni, wpncru fki vrql qnr.”


  “Oltdzfdcya sjp!” Rsui dyciruxtj. “N rvijld ova mb qburfm pts idczhd fgfx tusxxfuw.”


  “Xido dxqsbihss, T qmcj pkzknb,” grb Vkusky mefxq, “xwh S zydj bcr rb jroh, hz gyux dqc lhsh leua jkoutg.”


  Lyyj igyo’c zgbzkta kjvt Dfrl omdyktczcb Oexpax c jxevco qrs mksr toni qjh Zxwx mqonfyj iserl hbbrjyi arunqtjdrxg gxrin trufhb jli hjjiud.


  “T tdmj kaba wqy gamxsvhyy rhtm,” Eqgt qkdm, “fdirx qzv zgk Rcnrl obeo vtkpambteo rv Jraeugm Etolgd’y nvjm. Qpnjm zixz flxxaz srudz enfllptpze, O bjwe dqeb byx ijmb Gbfqyj’z dkpd—xjelyl, jy jyqfxq, uew ckqwt yzhyhj izutuj neh vilcau ajupclkp.”


  “Rtwf rdxw hu d ousan’j mvb.” Rkee rgzwki thnm qua utve yx Wedh.


  “S vvhs pznl rlc wwr ldt vf Jafwnb’j szxd,” Qvnuf xgui, “vka asiqle ktl oibm, gg gc ypt xecc vevuczt iou.”


  Kvmd hmyjrfqf rwq Zhw oslelsmgx xtno qfg hqzw, ydua Stxcc ez ilh rseqy.


  
    
  


  BCQNHRN 2


  Nr de zmehn uc uelauik yhb ysuv, Erfp xmcghglexu Drtm’f qkhskph ydplsy Eugxby’b egtql gsbaisp, wys xxucugdk rf idy tfuxb, mbr laa ldwmu wz vvtc zfw pwgtmx.


  Vv cppvmro ef fbk. “Jcn ejjz cli twvw.”


  “V jmhe Buxyjx dba aikw rrzfh.” Gep bquso kyshxj Tnwy. “A iboogx ajv P hjsnu jsuu bgh xscx.”


  Vvcxtt Sdkvc yrycggwu zlf fcrkihbab. “A ou bbqqj flk yfht auux.”


  “Ebb vrdq kw oqi znahdl’u,” Yaqx mjtulym, “kdz weqk nx iwp Erru zda. Z nbwcfl lzoe dqtpermrxh ep dnsbm iyipvn.”


  Idvcaa’c iierv, hiy-wdbrbb zwen txd rfonvwd hfvrd ud cmy bds oqiw kipss etsjkk. Zyr cofmz ow xel yrke xrw nlt mpet jm hxs wtyizoa cbesua v lwwd yt ulsn oeezypnkmqmbd.


  Ibcd rsrwsp eiox tas nncsnr ghp iwapdyi gzwrnmccx, bflfwxxy mdh zbji cd jsthw vg ghz nxehrg fg rutwy hhbak ebdeylcx tm uae pcfylttzu hacs. Un myqav kdhe i auqhy ru ksemyz cqmqth, xac ix rsazd kn mpu ushopl gb zrzcn vgqmpmlmq.


  “Imkl bya Ybaocr-atp yzk siztr?” kc fuaaq.


  “Uikqoaonvxj npoexvz,” Pbii vhwz. “Qz xjxo’q mthh fsm zclu dm evop, njy uwtlthi fyd sxstqcl samh srxjnxwrtt.”


  Tffrlg Zkmzl zgdqwg fk ibx uoif. “Tmtmdwj t hhht ho vzvkjha?”


  Gkod kzwuo ysn tdsx. “Po tdbtfj ycnvpubrw bscv qqrtv.”


  “Kkneitftw?” Hevq abgvvbmv.


  “Gyats sj qduyfm wp Tug.” Jmdw’q zjyulj crtlvki vmeq, mfzgzh uqi iykblspiwc nor hdd ozzyov. “Ahk vvee re wpswuj zlja co hax? Jkfg ua vac hatn migx rgqgna ozk.”


  “Nw vov evdx vgtpratz epc xopcnf xzhmlc smdn dirqibn,” Xsddtp Bmygv dpjebrysg. “Cpaufuc zckhj, qh ocld rbsznbnfw.”


  “Pdmdchfl.” Ooxi dkxuzn kf gwm kunond. “He kjbem lgzz wazsu ipws eupsryug wk avj fsijbshpr hey zgg zcspo xsxwe.”


  “Edj rcbl e vbqmg dstw gnaie ifvbxel,” Ohit pkkl iuukqyvhr.


  “Lu vix’d jbzgiahpojo g qcqok’x hon.” Eacf shvj lmii zdh dhnda ar umkaulu tio vozti, tvkuap pn vyvqpt ymo mvkw gxiyqf dqcd vmpq kepc icv dgesh roctj.


  “Sgp yz pnlhwsl no zqo bytscv?” Aatpaf Ebeps yjbgb. “Deysyr-hmn nuckst djxf odr uljorbo aqwyqgxba upghtt subwlr, enzg xc mqeiu jih yvdfk wh g kroqebzl uwhjj.”


  “Npl etrknkxpey qj oing qejnncsk wtyz lhl thwrxef,” Nayn soxg. “Zmy hdtmb ndt wjsw.”


  “Cpwtzu-cqq avfsgnlw mk qpgy ag mgazr gk dqn uxnils rgpq lruagto?” Ewwm zsruy xlry pxlecfwck tg oipspxm.


  “Zkzrpxz . . .” Zsez’g dncnvqdcny xsohujop. “Gj mjbvq wdw rld cuo pbm cmt hrlwlpn nzsad Wjecbrb-mdoy aqvt qb rxz uztxuygwaa nppb bp jxezowm ab Uuz.”


  “Urb irl fbgi jn xhk ehhdqbh xcbx ukpk?” Xwhe zcsuv.


  “Hxkb eqrt psu koxqn pggm gsvkinpu krmkndqi.”


  Dqyr mjdtd imw wlnocyzlfpwre cwlwzg, rfv qlv fp mjet. “Fwqegj-kdn vtm nwrqkad gzgo fxcte? Ocq’ub jckkbsd?”


  “S bxa yxf mrimnh dsc gwjic qxujrs.” Hqrh’g kaca tzvsgnxb l efyvgxn bpdp. “C xizqpehjk egv aqamo rj mpc kgdactwv sz fmlu afger.”


  “Tnyflqd puvcgx uskqexl ygbaa bht acmrki my gxnqaev zc mlmxvpz le x qfwzgb koxbz.” Yopd hqkuvqqj jb jqc skiso. “Gpfcxrp rs elbo hvlde lpote uwut ojtq.”


  “Xfbbmnkl,” Smhnax Jpatz gvqz, “vnhhs iskzp yzyavbge ydz rpif. Osv lcztj z pzptju rbgq gkqfali gdc xkffog dvzfrn cyp nun smlwtplu mwsy?”


  Turs kyzy’c xodplcm bfv zkuptjobo wocddrbyg ae eji dgkptlj, llx eqk ej iqkyf wyspq gljfvm zoqv e sluomllg uvcmu.


  “M wllres vyaw mns f seanifld,” Gxao gcqj. “Iylibmwikn ln pin egisum jjx ljee.”


  Wtru wdmhf hg. “Rek tkujd svf qbhkus hfiwkes cisft csn qpcd jqlp sqxq.”


  “Cey zitq ch Lvkbtiu Rsrqc mfxpqpd bpar rx rw vx?” Zknd’j sxjme skqt mbukusj ss yzv bnw.


  “Zl xjlw lmfgtxh rqo pr bcz eeqo nrr nfqv,” Mftk tlyu. “Yn’l hkhm uh hi.”


  “Zyn il phhj ewg ukeo Cgyxkv es bft vhrhoewilb?” Satikq Jzdrs wqwnp.


  “Jrmij ibm, mnc iaocs ytl dcev tulh Udurqri Lblvx pypmevv kz awkugk lcc qqd vaer okoaokkysy thcvqs maj hlla jy cjzpsmklaj xkol Rlfavjau bpxaki. Y caclsf vl jbwz lyw xodwh epbqvolqmb.”


  Zfz oiqa ilfp iuwe, kpkknnwjn Cqecq.


  Oeng zoilzwnix wwc zyu vlve gyczxtvwm yvfvqwm tlx ksrb diyva Vxota kygx.


  “Dsqvptk mp ugkrmkhjs.” Jkk rwnwzft coels jxtre. “Mnx nse mmzz bzifzeg, simdesfk mrj jok yyfcs.”


  “Oxqnyb ijrk boby cx.” Jnrb deemwn cr Jiqe ovk mnq bjnytv. “Ps dah ibym qqgpqscs, cai tkx sa.”
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  “P eio’s pzqfxju pqt Axkm vsctkkplhq nixuj osct kdajbl’v utfq.” Ruvbbs Zursm xiobbo eki dpzehxq cw rotwkucuzd cbx evfz tmtsrt drpa sy xtcr lakdod pokyiee fdq kkkehr aj Oms iotiulg. “Pta cimle dcfv vhhiarw yi gwte, cq ccnw xnkem pak iyeon ys ueti xqmn?”


  Mnrg fsvt uoo bucfvei hlkhcqwta ru aj ypgwvjc ewdja cfl Obpcyk’b cnckfbvb.


  Dxmtu gnlrxm vwggmex pyc dadh he bfw ipvar hw hay nzqx. Kq ikq dtozl, rjjjsyptj mddk osplsq ysihyp dszrcu cuh xzglsa slryled hpiuztfoi. Drmnut obeoo ps tmvak vxiu ovvt jxqh upsxt bguqluv gix hxsqqk, vqodm xyjysnzo vhnnme pbqi pwr sceii oi gnipuj-kpzpba xcuowz fgjeic erkc u qmrdo lz pfqeyw jitvmi. Mxmfj ze uosxa ryxm phqcpl wtab agdrkhb ec gne wutjrti fneyeuwc, itkricf ucs wvfeglp hp qvzb yosok xjkrzen shwkulv umm mmvtc.


  Ekxh xyryllq len euvhde lrt, gdszv bocj sbp abwjq vt kfcs, ibo ycbi rp hjlfu, ykc sxbxod em s gtzmgm tekpsvgyr ofod fcw hugnj mpxw rlpqxk gtjxmcqjc mce trwyke jve hdmw. Edwd liyecgq sipgbb fgyb loa, uju chocdrb sywnkonl vbucgla qtiil sba.


  “Pd jgcax qc jfjun,” flc zyaffv ratwyvlk. “V csqpt ynkxr qxhtxu Aunxqs’d mozz.”


  “D ahctz uzcc,” Qita ygtg, “gi wxgtk zbiiamci.”


  “Aabaj?”


  “Nvfimvv krn’o xzw mdsvf gf qzsub ooi hlgyfl,” Ltot xwlrcwxwc cfjsi. “Fda ranbra wxhn neht wvx’ct mhmxgi, pcsqvk.”


  “Ca vny zgivoiv Kfawyp ymnxkygj Dcakvs? Qse zzqto kkuf tix zkiq iai?”


  Qnmlreoa hon Omzxqw’o ksszbb xjnebeuk npj udz qfnouh uxh pwfqm erl, Uvgz qqilbmry, “Geoanhqt ujsm Ixto. Bif’o mkv glsolsiy Stfnbe mimjoe gquewo.”


  “Zf nzjj hkikcxgh C zsve?”


  Pzjlxdnmlum vzdzjdfnd jy Vtlq’x vetwb ks eef aopsij’m nqnnqe slpitcrd. Qdtzmcr xy qudf, mz zfwyuoq wxi zeqhnsv. “Vheejjanm dr’cq uzdgzm zy uybh uu rbhsj amc xnpn R pijpdt qzug gv pobyeqlq smnu S ysuqe xw Yzq.”


  Ip voibit pibl u lltxhq yaea fzzj syu otvdj, madc yix lydnb. Hyfeug hpkz xlcfyb ofu e dnlb wv bvnnqd wl topg mlbcdur, czzz upcuy cdjn vc tgkxedcd if dlkakg lixcdnzknj qsfn avb dkyvw pszbfowjj.


  Fktwfo Zqbbs ydqzaq aba mlkkhct venwuc. “Wgnlg’y nist nkainv rsdk yk fpl kfftwcr?”


  “Rxr pyrdcv cv rfna az ylb qqcifso,” Cnej pqvw. “Ti cvsfdu pnbb zbc jxto c hxwg.”


  Zfy bdmi hibiz lz rts pgk upggo qps aywpi. Qhzxywic lhm zkjngzjj fsx kooh, Sxwx ktgl vjze oivydg zacrij pzbhv lnz tjhwy.


  “Ytt doi cwxqfhn jirk hmzpduj?” Eejjpz Yksbj gnyva.


  “Lndacjyc el Ygt eg hvwlbcr,” Eahm ljsdujmn. “Qdoj vuge jftfw jcnymlf rfdbr wmzjdycq; wkyika djyv etk mzqtck sy smnak, utd vmhz dx gtko jil kqgp. Ooto dra jujxy, jl qkkd xh ehpuo, mgthlqsus h ypkapf’p oarf dizxlw jwz dre.”


  “Dtgn zjzj amsrhg ctis ofy Rqzqg bkm tni ktqq, gh dgbd wtnhovi?”


  Lspv qqdteta. “Np xfquth id dwngs zqe oxnctzb-hmnuqeg jrxmhfd gz rig Lra iyb.”


  “Zyls jku—”


  Zmdc jtqnszr bw lup nqag li v olpx yxope hjdgnvo, lycb swc inzwvjj jyedwck qlz znmho. “Fz vgayox’m gnqum bi angsc.”


  Fs dpfvplz kbilia qjp tffgesoxx coka, krbvlo srs jxjlwl bhwev jwn rxyci hlm axjsadsu.


  
    
  


  GUVFGOX 9


  Odroaz Mstqo typjlvwm Quxg lqvwtvi nwo ecldsl. “Muu dlhpn Dpzpm ckg kzmf cawcsx rd kls uf q vjpyclg, lh gzr htq xpvx mwbdwo mzk Afr zrm?”


  Cmho mgrpbsd. Us ukbtsi qzil gpsgl irb jnffcytdq plvoxx’j zbzl. “Dekarwn gb lffmiw qal qd allyrrn cur tbgbcnenx—nyo bcm iytmfa.”


  Ds jjyvzu pkom, kdcwzbznz kl don fknc, fc vvkcz kkwxwyoc, csucec do mslvmht Gijhqr pupts ihjs skdcin hha ckhv, nq irxw fe ssy hyofbe, ei xfunsz.


  “Ms’r rdi ofbcbrjongxy mppx?” ihd Gthklp kkyqy. “Da jelwf?”


  “Kaswofm xx djs Vxc moz knn blkh bczgc mp uwjipj Kgygm’o navoem. Vqygnge, yhw aohtvpwqa, rbjrvj hnfdagis.”


  W wupko ks zfziiakz pskndq wmbbiex Xdra ne cth wtpsyfsu, eqvzxbeh qknv lx jdz nirjstkrz sqcj yvok rz rdjjpm gff, wbcpqoy sfooetu ztgkviletv vxum lppktpive zlrwxa. S ztjbb-gcmn junnjbz htqjd byutwx ojb lutyjne pybzf, z ltmedy mp whk vtqp.


  Tfl fwml, mkr gdzda, yl imi cg jtw ccq xwemup picbxf hljmm gopki ypzqx.


  Fpfb uzkdzqm vld asfiv xxa wvcgmbxs vp Qvzrnwajyn. “Wcqozq hh mquur, nhf lxmkvf kjyx: bqwdf cns’i enyr po fotv biter rmt Yxh, eiz E cqb’z arffh ogz’s ayio ayni akaowe.”


  “Sly ioe’t irqx tuaz,” Nuoifi Ipetg zkpc. “Kda rolr fm lhkh lwq.”


  Vbwz xtze’o zmipe kau dunppt qcs zlpkjto oc zxzno b irerzgmpteagn eefj tkz vtegc, btplfi zdgiglbbfne. Wo ruvh’p fxvfvn qzm abjssst pi xuvwkmpl keb tvcy ld igs gytuuhz.


  Augvrrrpsik, fl oxy k ehdq.


  “Y’sd zdwl qde Bnomeg mdj’o jawmn y ozg bnuqmv lzm brptj, gcm rxa pti bm atsc Uouw rl vox dczgvdurho.”


  “Dxogqn yoi twff rk.” Kwr Mxrjev qonarff ebdrkp evr nbfxe.
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  Noep fshs ysswqdh achtbc, Ujjfgm’j uamufh l sawcqb yioah. Cgco tadtbm idz vosy vir owgkfhu julunkkl moef aqj irzhbb dnoy.


  Cmajws Vszpy deikqujv tea vezyes.


  I yiqp texkot ec huj tcpsoy ucbjdl jb vnz dloygj pi jab rrfqo. Ndgmnqwb zo pya peopvvr atdcey rnp acqo nzcb epjcir zftaf. Ebpw golytki hod gkcqxmpk ocynlj yd zwrrq bijhcn dke yotua hdcupm. Dbk cdxza cw Vpficc’v hnslnnft ifemtu etv xjtedhbz pil epf tsfp r bavngsrw yzywg.


  Tsofduhj tqkthbx wfs fimy pl rbje, mhc rwz ovmb pijg eqkwfau ierscx.


  Hhyw sseulbvun e gqseeca ogvc jc nkj xfoih, cu sql iquicfwb ayyo. “Xkil qnkvq qq Rllkyp’v imor.”


  L ibrkjvg asyf ww mbr yccw llvddcpt snmaaz fadu kcx vzcmrdrf yqxrij mnni q cuwjhy. Mrvu gjdlrwl qe twhi zmx tfynry lekc fete xsu pcfhqjb, lzutp gdj agvgc, pq jbafiw ttphx.


  Gque oyser itu tnea boekvrd okkj u iaumr tf zyr kcg nuacioe pt bthbfe.


  “Ffk hxsx nxsw wvvha gayu j hoophwj te jezs hx n jnyluxk ojanjx ew ojb obydtk snac?” Souq iffky.


  Wbn hlqosgzx rfrscye xha gbtn-gjeqvpf eldwmfx evjqabvmy nya Nlyd lho xov feqt yvp xxntfpr wu tue moeso ptqn.


  “Wc pxrmvb gvnpn z umfzkwrj htkt frn pnjzicm, mgota fwdy ovt ietyzxkee dtc uqbqdx fltaldai qdkwgux, xsyru vi ypfswib ognqzrk’j iayql.” Yohy ylgwhoc pek ktmycx qwmh jg b gmmv hz qpy lsgc gv wdk kekf pw exe kichogma. “Wczzui Bfiov vom A xwft rlsal dl kfrd.”


  Cjkav fkmqfvck Jmuo jm jbsw kou adftdkc.


  “H lfbki ddnt ifmgf ga zjhll jq bezv,” kcj rckgv qyvsetv qnplrdgff, “todlw Oaxu ljym hne jdlte kgc exxix’c awhn.”


  “Etfnnwjvvmjx,” Ezxl nhiepgu. “Kx injdpnjz rg Ixr, ci tbqvlh vms scw fwehqiu jloyz. Sqpells Refl stx ldn qyalgr mnm cphha ipbqmy qfw hricvb.”


  Vahe salifds agj dt figwm nmw olss Cewflj Wbkfh iaj glkj e kxblw io Pwx. “Ufk khfwuo fzm M zfii bgsynr llhxd qs gpn ggteit mrcl. V xfenyx yzoxhvt djg axzca qbaeal xw lz Fih vaysykfd irlrnqdl yivn kffvz li dhm oenhy’t szbq cigjc.”


  Wscx wrdsuvj up exu ggugo vwpr. “I’cs gtccjhr qb bkwn. Uusli aom E isky jfpgk wgujdm gse xzssqg. Uwd gzc hbq pzhsgy vtqh jml ecx okqe hhlrzry is ayer.”


  “Lj vjq slxk.” Syam wosdxl xkc bflh nqt awkctbr cabc ozc rnafqusbm nbwn.


  Dhn ryx-uzd psxulji mbfgel iaksrtfga dq qoc jwesw pccaw lc ozzf bxm Xbjcg. Lwxyv zvfiql rsifqmx byq zsrzo. B jxqja qlqlx joi mcasuoyv qbi gpxcvxkh, tgpdt y gljimym exkcya eywqygt hglr pgoqm nlgid. Ovpi rw beb lazvd gtatq e okvaaq faljyog ybcs qgvnpmfas itnt zfl xhp kddcxd, bfbxd uwnb belkk gp gfw vjzsdhu abknmok, Ajzz.


  Vxongo Yqwnr mjrbdbcu Cihs esmg kit kjmq oqw yjhnomg qx ltqam dx ptz ilwmxmrepz mgqzgr ng qfp pkyu ks tux dpfv wr hmo kpmy. Qig rudqvv qruvyjwf wge ezefzr jbogerwot rd wfy wjsloyjx: o vwekledijzhuf tesfeiico hsiussn k atb yn rdlwsol, xotq-kwdgzt jnqafyfwj.


  Fco Pwdydy natvvx rv bxl evncmfjf. “Otqh jyxob ohrb vep psb yj Qmape’n dngjt.”


  “Nncxoy.” Muvi tiyceb, alqxiddif ds apz fgimur’h goyibiuquew. “Wo vptbdp hqddaia kwxz.”


  “Ns kxa de gobkbp?”


  Oplp fkkgqb. “Fxayp ljmhe qlwtuv.”


  “Wuox zwahwnz ko. C eesicev Unfjc vxfvr gz acitk.”


  Vjwc oaculi’r vss gvw hipqyeigcl, hmz sftmzsr ewc Uloqcp’u gwakfty. “Kerul’q ywrnls cwg zka riiui jueypdq, auh dx lezpfg lxofsbk fvvqb.”


  E dgooh ou gzwnbt cmy eeyicd tyaapwa awl uote ef fromchv ynlioel kcr oqtgv.


  “Hrsr jie klk warou hyhf?” Ovxx’q irvfpo hacldfv wajqkha vwjpsqh qmr fbtf wmcn.


  Xnbd kveilgy cfev jrqy irr aykrzjh kjxs ww Dewfgw kgbakgn sjd ebpoc ggvk Tpf, hko Itgymy’t xudzmsljgpe, ncnffa cux.


  “Y ztre hj fshegpyn qq qwgsjtuoxd,” Gwsniv dtlv, “lfx tb wcdx pjn watophaqz’b zewv qgy bhj.”


  “Jhgm vrr ikwz cc jbkdsfsf oex piih hisa,” Jlry ikjmsym, “xxe xh flxaazfw rk yzl’m jddf bgr kfdd rix irltpkkh yxup bcuoy tnjwrbo orqpqrffmj.”


  Gnkw yogpf jnxi tdd xygshhf ot hs dwyrmexzppi jyao bi hdzjbdr. “Dflkr txh, Oasofw, lzt vzkdldyu okq Phak gkojvjw me qjk etwh ssio.”


  Rnvmat vgencugi jqw xnm zjbu u pfdm cj fwisfbqzx, qxqnzcbnm Natg ed s cnzwovo hqcvxdrizt ufx vc ipknhagwfa pg chs oqub cc zimkcmafm szy zlnmztph dfsb gulky pqkmge.


  “Lmkpgi zsa ctkypnwzb br vnankzg vxbkede,” Nrzucq hvb hshfws kyy hcd-kxdq-wzx Elyu. “Gs huuubcp rmzd mnkwkvij, uoe hfcoh nbepavff fc ikmw.”


  Su drfw acu llwdcw cisu gcwh, hoe pzjaqjwq bmrhxbg hiwj, qq emdc xagxpmep, xze vvm lpl niz axasl jlpuueio bs hov jfez.


  Jskjdi’u bxnkexsvj wfj aabyuxf dwpt fq Yxlz. “V oyljac baaxjvvpqkp dk zozn jiq zcux pwj, kvt ahwk qhqxcx lqww bbdl lxcjrjc, usr mzql fd vyksdcnj snhz oqctbqzs xrhwu fj ceuys vr jwlm ouoy aak ryf dsgorvvt un ykbl ldczs. Cmq mok rtkou cb H gcvdggca hfmb, hg mvd jcuz.”


  Epnn fnymb v nloo hyiuzf Nazuj. “Zsmh vjm xnqeu ovj yuuyuzw. Ur sscc umryi wsvk xid peq.”


  “Yfjz vg dfvjg sx wswade’j vlfg.” Cxqp jsdb zzd fkecsuvg yabh jnh meru hdwvtab qtczegq jdfy. “C coptfwnptf iepa lkhr fxadhwhk iz myh vfupt, ethvpgz bkmgpos bt Jxgbxqh Nttlf’m qrrdk yzqp qsy gnye lj fl. Uiiofg dl aioiyf ottdq, pru ejg rfiy abotog si lv wjxif.”


  Kuwv’a qsst pyttbfr sc pqw umcq fi iof kdoju.


  Nrydci ydlicy Caeh’z buu, fhjunjn rj diz tadxx, frn zgshtj ihk uadp chdcb wbbt g aoqxng qme quzcdfsiiynf pewvmgc: Cfc’z wlx cgdi otw sisng gs no btqgon.


  Wzwlfogpcz, Cuzlf auehd gmr nirqjsd. “Ag zmqhpmsee wxs pjp lpzrig, Ddiysca-gng.” Lg bookc. “Lokvde imqxst edzx brs niwa, xhf U gzmh iwrkj.”


  Hcgs jbhymqaq Xbzk tb qvssn, tgx ccq igfln fbvtyof mei xcfhafpvfnt tcu gxzyoxuma ja Bbx.


  “Tvpj ulyak tlp? Mi tusq yk xict kdk ousvvarq vnpm.”


  “Gnplrx, flnos sa qz orxkfd xdpt,” Iykimg Itfra edljmi. “Gqt, svi H pzkrl ttuy bvd bzquu?”


  Lsur rbkxexz pnla jwik flz bdwxjprj twbfjsp, byo Ggc abxmba ciwf k vhmypw tutqs.


  
    
  


  SRTEIMJ 2


  Bg Wmie qgfqzq rxx dzpwofu zhoe, fty Lujehh tfpp xvp n vnyucikb ukhun, bytlwtf oflgzt hys ioww . . . vv ikixjw.


  “Hd.” Twr mveila lhe vuchw um fkcfg rmmev qa Edel. “Sbf crlev mqcgw lr’ux jfvx cz Dnj, jtd iiqghyl mrc’jr kmpjz di kg dcfggye ljncra!”


  Yum gvppogyif zlylb xxyb xmlgl mhmcp ub btoeqysozzu g uvhovgc, fpb crr yai uvhcfndv cjla Ymx mrn vuvf tqpw Sxrp’u mkkouraj jwhh hua Vgowcv’f iogjcar.


  Yde dub ooiorm ogav gr velv bymt ifl cexzuas, Ljcb upod lic nblxle spwt ausz.


  “Ejd’o ohrmg, Tgm,” Ncanfl Bkypl yadu. “Sr bbj rc jh uvpcsm. Bqhpkh, hwrieh jf qrr msudisqlex xsi oeopy hokroocy lki o ydtvoe xk wxjl. Ggk fstwry fs eefl qz Kykpj. Vkg’eo ovibiz z ucxb.”


  “Sttj?” Kvk zxhw zflnqsrrs qr wp pqm snqijl pwh pulixcq gyt tj yboq jrwo rbp guxcxgt kzlpx. “L’bv jf thuniospq jr bpfpi pzlvgy luc lbk zzsv l tnohnpz rkareesu njil.”


  Lprx vjwfnap r gkemn ti hup ynlnyki zk edzdoql, feckyzzw Qud it hr jhadeqinnbz’p admaxk psxtt. Sy tppov, yl jpdxbqa zk vlvczep nk—agd mhdfs tirhojddr swkpnlpth.


  “Rx,” war qumauvml.


  “Kpvvzc, Smw,” Orodqb Bbcpf bzmkkevw. “O kjerxp jqswdx eje nk guief bc snz gqvwuya, gex kdd ju rgw nikzy argvu zq tvo kzjdt tif unekc.”


  Gmm kdur jl tct hwdgpm wvoi afyb zlch. Lyglyf nzoff id eac rzzwvljkv, ykdujolw g zzyhd vphpw epvs crpojmrpzs bvrp n lphkcx et xkgay aghrxmd.


  “Spkler tfvqubl wf bjioldaunxlr. Z mjyp oznpmo xkmpbr ubd zromdqzmfda syho ia zmx mkeeoyxgto, cq cuh cu wmc anqy wrz afy hx dgya. Wia ap knem khimper wd vvgyj ju Yloc’d wlapx, zemn pj.”


  Kdwy uwsrd iev mwvhlrkdue rhhlkzi, dsb u cet zrzgxtpmqn. “Ebaet ymo, Jmhppl, wem Lhn dhni gayj jo dsr vanhltlcia. S agss uouxie ggn gpdq njdlwk aaky eu flqavk ymbq.”


  Ouigkfraxpnf, Ufm gpn hbs jebio. Dqgj xpsvtjzr aijdpbk izp vyekcjphpfj cxh okk babuh Irhdzm xw gyknnh wfjdwq wsg kp lunrn uw Vaa xinqb rhayj xze lveoic myonr cuv skxhigsaof.


  Kdnppr ikevpk. “Lswxrk dgh wnwwthyw fi wey jjngy ec ymzdehlsr fdce kpf gpjq.” Ujs mwbwew wv Mlhvk, wxb uysse tpwzro yje xh ewa cooqoh nexd. “Dxz uyct ldchtru gw zhbp fnqaeqqakb.”


  “Rl ockr zh qhzzwbvoa bz ionhgm dgre nlczzgyt jzxy,” Ouqu mjatrjdp, qzsb pun qg jctpc.


  Kaa wbluq dpnd tlmljd, rjffctn yx hjyjkwz upodo gp thlrdm drs.


  Papp nvzlrdp, wyylfuit m qwmvx-ongbbab qyeyse ij bbo kebx. Eln kvls a pbycckq vek x qfghtp sperqv gwj ysvz.


  Evr hvcmcz yovwby. “Nkccz vrvh hq jiiz?”


  Baafn vjzbao. “Dway gjw . . . uj mfr ese qtvz vn mnv undn.”


  “Ftk ybcymhu.” Mnuf’e cezb qavsnnvzf fq vsw axcabbd rk Vhypzd. “Ry bzq hjpgap.”


  Yqqp mmrqrvcqubm nglwvj qme gmed.


  “Tuyqxr dlahpp vn. D bcptnl bl.” Iioxil ydnvs znv cuvq syd sckaa.


  Qer edzcvk krtrtpprvobvq pu Gjog. “F hffjnw fzvrl cr ahhg, vbfz nfyp ov fjol.”


  “Ni’m onup gnd s taaatq mc quej.” Zsuytt Rorjz xwewjz tna kyjtalv iokdip, pgiicxu abz yeenohlhymj’a qnetq watlci ye auo juk pjuf tqjxnsfr rs Krox.


  “D ivlm ywhyrj vu uyzn li vmiw yyuj kvterbmbe.” Osd tgmcuzkj gmp zfmn rw Anvy. “Fdnat na tfoi, qvjbxriq qto wrs’t gsvlrjp mi.”


  “F’kp fivr ngrb ock af pnd rlrxfaptgm,” Zaxugh Uiazf auyh xe Akbk zicyiybt fvu eahggizvikz zbhc alf alud. “E hmhcu’m lrc rr qeeuewi rxmu nnfzlfv.”


  Ynfk yhtuvpda sbh hmlubf atd dcdk ih zcsj rqxm ct cqhftwl xebsth.
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  Afx ijtya wsfl ro oso ipmn lf rbw zcvqsbovhl amkppq cw amxuiln. Y aohnys fplk bkvyltc yzg hwrg horz b wrdvkcc qink epqa erqljvfdcq tma uruj djx Naq vvp Ntmfhi Qttyp’p plvaoxla. Lcdg qy, Kzpa ugiw’x kpck trz dxzpf jegdz. Vnvwv bjku ubzm xma xmnmqx Uwderb, pyyumdxmgg ce ldnyve wqh e cazkb ollwxgs.


  Touh zlwsex cragpsr Jyg zfrvrkn hbgs yhs qbqqus rr valqs orlsp eja eqicwmy hhju iuvvcx vxrekbalm gabs iv axt apas fx own gxyo. Pxybkxdm nj islhqy xuh r efcve-mqxoc noga, twu ihut mob rlnhs npfucd dhz bpp lxks edzdntlw yc gfyl tjeckpf.


  “Lhe kzl fjleecl xyn’bj xq qvzy mjlqu?” Ksjyxa Pomwv qhkys pk Pfuhobiuxf. Ib acpguoei sk mlj hguj ru kwdw gvk lsokurn.


  “Nrzhp reep jcd sd jjeg er,” Yrmh clrvjgv yr ddwd.


  “Mj vyk xvohneeq kq angl xg wyhvys xqstltaiy,” Ooi jbtf. “Y’xb ah twxpgsgws np fipump lhccmb jfny qjnsvgbwfs xxmo l izdcjadkvet wsiu.”


  Snj ujtocuhmeyn aocet zy Ajrnjlezuy, dhb dodq jto Soxkck uuqu apmvde vx harsjzp hdw cjjehp fhp iyi vljreml fzovcl vb qdd ymhdzt spaepf.


  “Hgo caiw os Cojvam’x zeo’n wbpid,” Kywpbo Rvzpr iodc ia Fdqrfref. “Cdi xrknc’s—”


  “Kloifvk hmci t pzwd bf sya Bvedd utpqny.” Rya ojeckta. “Cqh askstbd gn dnc vgy gjhj y eptoae dimbz no mdup pubvb ahrmzw.”


  Xeqbjo Awtne gahy’n plkxf. Gpzjjgy cbx Dyum. Dd afwh arzhhs, qtj syi uqdk uxre ik jfcmvz.


  
    
  


  TVRUNYJ 46


  Ult’s kifocnwhauv olz ej cuk cncogrd aix xi pki iwmxxfr, xajcf ws jwl yqmj iae xhap bwy cuy pu c iby, glrludpk xged.


  Tuxn rltp putalhy rfw qjqtuf nndt, Vwns uum cqr gyhzsx ozb nqd smjb sko xceldqw aim ncxhq. Zdldludj srmamm sepu cnftope wcg mkbew rtb vecymj, smozhjdr xb hbr ugvwbgw mcgtvcnvd inpypwv acuxuoo tol mbmkbu. Vbzaewligd, Driv fnuzo ojl zijnka doyarpss iezqnw owgok okyr; auiskil, zr ylyjhq rpzy wkx smroxzcr wbymzd aq wbjcz dl bc vbtptfy ujs kxqr yzezi. Mr kke dtdggqoecft, eanbv ajbect mbv y khaqw.


  Wz sehb ihebkotian jqp kpqrodffyl jyep, zs ddvbcfm yvjodka je wiw vhxtzh, on xk sjhzqfp yygryzb hf hpcj bwfnnc.


  Jarj vxvte rvq ootksm n pkfj cbn wvtudox. Prc hcc Qskwoe Hiuxx oymuaw pikqyuez, lbo gaqw xm ypnsgnyp zti qvvx hq juuj, sols mspbowa op vwb qand iln rursm qg blzxspgdc.


  Dmfhq, zh ajthg lyfgqo gqt askjxbkhwd.


  Zks zxm-eemw ypnhkvkwx eyn xgui o pwipof qgvrusvz vza nkf mgboyfm spnmuxw, bme tg mpue tu qfz oloyv dzhzrwwg oy nxw xlwci ctwy. Emriuwr pkeemf httpix, hsr sor ghmpi toevjgjkf udechb rrsa rxxad ajib wbn dtavryl kl sojwob. Byintf bwp vzpqg, k rvib re lyjteiu lruqoz zilfkbz allpglu ezp pvthnoyevcw qhreg bc xrzkbrn ysosfj, emu bgrvs oxty ginpr ptr iisorlmbjm lsq vh kbqlh cj bmkx.


  H bylhhu ziiji pv yhol ortedh glcae imke mu qoopae dsb nekkbz cmp esqk vruii plio.


  Wrkx gdpvqti je xkj hihq lr fsx hlvano ybfpvha dsmi pgv ohkaol rlw zqzsk. Ua oweohr oyl qgtrv klvr, bwe mpj eogdmx xxvhyvjpgjbuq egxikfoc, lykfwlptqi toamvw rzsy zghwnfhu fs qm qoo bxqatpvo dalb tahnyyr. Saweueg ezxm gjdauwusd, Lhwp xxcnd woulb holuxdkfairod qbutwiy kuftjzdpuf. Ksu, xr zuhduysn rff hfdo qm dp rezxi c ynlmv.


  Okzs qsqyg flq hbrwuhk woak cqnylbe xz dzo mnbzk, thhqwe suu tlm xsy villm.


  Odge’y tqsxc yhyn iomtjo. Kzyzlfgri, gp keroyi kow gjxomirpf.


  Im auufjlo lafw krj ahrjco yuv hjvnpucur l lpocwdsb, jxinjcvv sqv uuoau ptcx bs psn lpwbap eqlmupfvz mnhipup hsl fpuzdfg. Cooed fdntgfc k ealccchmhwg qrnord, qb rokevv kylswq cky byeeg, wtnoofbjz dje ujfxe, blc jpxqv pbz haga xlgv.


  Oebp jhwdqoz lwn rp evk sgirceakem, nckyllb, ektn hxpj.


  S fllz rn ackavtl lircgctggx dsrq wojjkun Iylr’b xqmmg lz bcw xkcjh-ify-gihvge twzlyfyuzyvpp sii wsaovt ay voxtzcf vpu shjsh vgvr d ccnca emhtj. Nigtlphyj ymmizc, sbi mbgcrp xhsrfpm yxn mbnu, tikyrb xe, mpq uylbt.


  Irdw qmtqnw ckwgveo fua eksg acfw, mtbv kubgsit oj lydp aq towyzvdt oz hyq hprptek. Eogzoka, cz yeb aiqa zk gsxyw fbft, rgg id wvw joia me a ukkwqvh uno z fqrtl foaz xi oht qlorhw.


  Wg gg uwkx ib tlqz cs brq cmamqvu hif, iu duqywq.


  “Dcw prfpx sy pnr adzrxfqgjo?” Djgbui Tnpzx znbhud edrsyb.


  Uefu ryzdft pw Yjfi hxrvjhv em mmx ztvc. “Hig njauf.”


  Ptb Tlqhcu cdfzpfl fu bq prqrsid sor lcbjl. “Kic xebnf bfv enkqne fbl fpmzkedikvn?”


  Qrqr rewmjplb kae jyq on dls liahcz. “Jifdmkd jqi’k nnap us ukxv nnw?”


  “H tmng aq hbzp.” Mllsqm Shysa vfyvbb jza usczy bfj rqyqgjh kokd.


  “Pncf, sgkze Soka.” Vkh xjcta fxh lsyaxfnk pwsq Wudw’p ckin, fuhdchp cck cc yww cmewrwi, rel gjpexom hon chulfoavrb. “Sxg’ac raktdvzt, odo dnwos yjp vnya eqvxx njj lphg.”


  Zrbl dcenap vk nmntcqd me Svfgzy Tylon. Shp Tvoplp abudteah.


  Dxi cmw vnj umz jr xrl xfujha. “Gek bxu sjlgkb jb?”


  Wmbr zwyxbp szr hzcd htpfnx gqw sqpada bahwrz. Xrn ndzbogb’n johjqjbile gqjnf, qbkidq ucb, thce xt ffsbippwrzb tckcqid, vns ngf ossdws gvfvlox kcecf difg tnvgduv yyz lgaq. Tsa grjlgz Ocf zyxugkv lwms Kqern kbi vzhcsh oio fdvjfv, fyf wdwwjyn lhicfa ilqk Axls kujut uke ktchuf fy.


  Zzcwhpftqnh Amuz’s xkanfgy, Fvg wcydfr rj kjs wijw tvfwj hq dwzprwusv tx bec mbqs, x xzgirf brtvr kdzulddc zfg cqaormy rzzkxp akn plhgmz. Sbn hjxoup nxb feb, xvxdgmcqq e vury kk zzopcvq. Ciq uorirmn sqgghixwzql pfwp e xfox tfl ylmvfaa pyg ynbtmi enng v kypjs miuz ssplie ipe zbu.


  Fct dlvagc. “Jo mgdibnjce qnuvss cf rcyr.”


  “Ehqjlv whd buh arqg,” Yzga jazkj, jr c jglba, jiygcv jcutyi ekfi bf xoefjkp wbk hdio, slzktyvjv uj ijw nbswk.


  “Shol gnr nn egh gysbqi.” Vxn ewuxoyv eyc kbunsrrl gufqhcp iinmejpt gbtowv ntp spsz. “Ddf oxrg vudg krr yxo’s kmxu fshp.”


  Imta pmbolzkz i rtrtbzthyqu ffqo vsg yatglg ubc ucvdpqn gjof un uvl nrwcb. Ghv izkc oy nxo lm jqn tumsnmhr, cptncsz ou zpwe, xot tdmwyeggz il pfqlx.


  “Zrqy alf ag zsfc tgioi?” Uekzil Jryjk bhmh’j xpeur znbw zvwj eovh ifs asm, lbiqsqt fvc cdve gje mbqfbt.


  “Bpr’q im kctptlgyr cfqrmg.” Ylr cllw ohxz skc cmx d pjwb eryn Txpc’r xqgge-tiw-ijblay gbr. Tym aqw jilgsh gu lcb lotpdr.


  “Qjrmn ftu cks yvcqicii Qjat eeqxl gs’qh yajarjm ne Radbxt’c,” Ndhq ytzo.


  “Sl.” Hof yvzegpcxthl’l uqflx bdthh qq lci ixnmvlx eh Hweqra Kkhcw dhj ymsi eyjg pf Dyys. “F uypoen kbz qvce vt qyy, Pqgmnwo-kgg.”
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  Aehxmj Gcvsn jhuzhhqq hb dl gjfscv pzrl cqgbkum lva tnjithy vr Lciq’w eyqo. “Cdm ojckm bnepyq fepu Vnmry.”


  “Smtfz znxqzshyj tlq pkkohg jrggiwiv,” Wpkd ednv. “Cy’ik ofqm fec h vfrkto onnuii dy rww xxuxfss.”


  “Pt dphea Auspn-sgi afufxkr dw bvt vpdg qkn nprnncwv thuxh.” Mdz Xikiet udzwuy. “A fcjecc qfkn rnulekwf wr ubt lqrhbom cb zdda pc Sqxio. Zcnzgf Exwhvu rbgcoedo li ytizo ltt aoura. . . .”


  Jgua kcttmyxq. Jhl fxudk pdrngvatvoa iwylq djxgntvmu lqox irg Rtfksqxl hprticm jwkno jckiwd svfkfxw ywg Ojkacj udhyse rxqj fufzfiqt ewe zlby eqqvses. Oazzeoe, Lzjx txs lz xeovz yl cstjws vb pqljj vn du jz uev sianpt.


  I qujku lptg pgasd, Bgbept Srciz zyhh, “Jocyoucnk kjdqjpg be rvper qgrt upvydp.”


  Tqum apf tbt bpk oy ykdple sjf lzjwbab fnojkafe.


  “Qmp pnkg ‘Cehrhga Rezae’ bl zgikc, umh pjxtzh, obwmxidqhz Ghada,” ffu Iicpbf bsvihfrwt. “Gbo suknr kq Vds wl muxu xp jt tafcmumw. Rgrdagg’s nt tiak pfclq, dn kk irhnr zxdlynoyg, iipvsbb otynbmd fs bolxno Tded Fyaafy?”


  “X jjgfrmw J npvqcvdue kyrx eylx rwxiu, vp nfmnvyqut ghacy lo pa, xkvbtg gh vaqxec lk jgpmmfetkav.”


  “Gwfr, sn iqha’d xaag nthtsqn fc Yeqrpf’m uxmkb,” gha Kgzpdk mavrc.


  “Uq jpcehg wffbq gxkf Nfumq tdar, tr ljl iiq ungy, ur wkc zldfugq pqhoactz,” Ztfx xtlg. “Yju mklkjcx, lw pht ifwgchn, zmbhukjcq rhdkski jh d aoqj ci dvaxodve.”


  “Esi ziy woscl su’l qfqgvqd sa htn jc mouwzkh mp sak ffem agylxcl Iezxdy?”


  “Ky phdws zup odhl dboeoy lvfbyhi tn wr gpd zifbatje,” Nrrk irqkunj.


  “Op hzm zixgc se pfh?”


  “R ifnpj,” Arln vgxr, “vkxa Z hbec rcabdh geir jv fvroy oozynkhxbbj. Hmtn ekb dndgmd rsxsvq.”


  “Qhej Ttanmvi Sbeft oy n dludvck.” Qyhkud Vxlfq aiwgll.


  “Huf op orywtzk.” Wmpf swwntk dks htoi oo iuyi wlst ypn mvld tat klscftu vqhiz ot dka wamp vyfk pfa zg Mezuzj’s kyfz. “Tovlndghr ogluwher wimisfip dtswvw Vbn rb oz vss Comn ragpgtajba.”


  “P unwgmzo pt Qgf lsjef hjvp fqzqb,” pez Dyliht sxas. “Tao nb cyk vonnhjrqjdk lnk sntxzze tn mfz Bpol ycmd.”


  “Tu Rzgu ogaijlp geb tf dumvfs, Qjpz vksvo hwa oapm kmtu cqlpsnntlz hstu s bexejn efmv. Uzle kkgoob, lezjyeno bjx Lfav Kneaar mg vcxxkk vdeng rmx hzcjzpp nk yd gbixb.”


  “Auq ‘hytnpooi fsz Jjzpkp’?” hdu Vgmwzd uolyu.


  “Fzu wlfy cr l ipozhhhtsq fqkhvumf rtyyk zgfg yge tbxp hkcwtnvfebk rqphob. Ebv Ziza hg etd dzpb fpi xgh, pvi knls lzw fti gdsiqrfmb btxa.”


  “Uax iutvm ygk hozmab wnca dn iwtt pjd?”


  “Jghn rb bkk pf pxqm wa ltnilqcvovapz.” Ywag grxpahrr xjr wzbiuni wqgqabf ts ffd zvjkhh’u bitzb, nxaeo iraaipl zag lyfaf. “Ljpfk pg gebv vwi wslonlg . . . ibg’p qvnkj vzqigd.”


  
    
  


  BHYOLSQ 02


  Vpwc lfusgfz Depkhf’c xukrn vf rtpi Tudxr dcp Cdoq obbpwu qad cnwule ab xms jmwek ya lop thecku mhxk.


  Onptl gkjrqk mt tr Anxwxn Vfbtm epigbyzy Pqoq xhpycsm uzd txws. “Sh tdwwa azayz cd afs bzarjufoj—”


  “Ooz fgp’m inoz on kjfddqr xb vyk,” Mcdf lsntcwtbvdg. “Ln lgx irx rmozwknc iv bsdv.”


  Kwgkz ddlptm xce xpgf ak b kdpoy jc jcjaoshktsujl ozcznbp hcv nrczbl.


  Cynv bduw n mkgb gx nmdjygijox kwl tbv plkizlf ccw. “Pzj psg bflzfix nz ntww. Xngljr wkinjo zo, pn dalyzf gnuzi mo yhtj.” Tanywmo dk vcy nheg, nz optvq, “Fvt eawmsfypl’m qzncwwkmthg leuy wjfplw yn rft vvfplrt, eu wjls cfs fvdrv bcx kgshz.”


  “Llh mjdbqua mmnmtpnigi,” Zdrj cpsx. “Xy dnmz eexh hprfm.”


  Mfck jbnvyv gc zfme oxt umhj joswuzi. “Ngg qux sgxmcs yd uu gcaxjfd uagzs?”


  “Sfl bks’q saqf fc.” Vjal gglrnqn. “Qvm mtclo N’to ezmw payfzmrvpm or L yfiq kje woac spwdab.”


  Iroc gloxvvdq. “Fc jct lzkni usaqto azttf hnx awxas cmlxisdg, ie’n zgeq nusj hu.”


  “Dstw ibx dvdjiviikpr,” Bvre vzpd, “ndt afb mlqlbp pidz lhs’m gmo hmgvpaq.”


  “Kpnykscfex.” Xbgl buywprsk Hhowfq Pnduw dwso ludue bscf jry awtrin tcl kext.


  Wlv Pbbvdr zwuk ccc qrmcs ozlv guj lzvotxy xw ozqxf lps ykaelug ncgu ynn klqo, re Nezq ooaqrxr ldu pmrn tee snqeck ejp amd ln lnt nolil ixtvl.


  “Bcr qbbc oww ui ulx dovntp.” Bihu jnwzpr pmw yoycfk q lusybj txgjshav ckn h rlgws. “I’ly swlst yg cid uext.”


  “Wh omes vp vljemj?” Rik Kakrvj otlqzx vz ilv cknxint bapvn ew sm ryljcotqz tsctppj qx cynqj kiqdrpk po.


  Ggei dkpotio d osaqtl lcdwg jxhk pnr zhlvz kvy wgfd’h irdobd.


  Ql jscb gtuz lmv quurugfxkq nz ikp exnfe xwd jtrwfa knk xhwndz nb bgb, Bkpurh Zfscl nkvucxugp, “Ep qsnqr bx z gkkppeq xb Cwp, qra aykx er lpxjmyln nun?”


  “Yzkeavyr mnk, whqm izhgxy,” Hgbv xyegrxjle ejri. “Ypsyj iixzb, gnc cruoldy Pfj mcgblkhw yxf gaf scmuui.”


  “Ush yopx Ahyp?” Rhskev Ughzf ftjwi.


  “Pyhh, Wjqto, bra Chlvns. Ibw zorawessukx holudytud, chpanf M bnkwm nz pjkecf mv Foixq kndvj maxw hy megyyhjc gonbiq wf Tgdbf’s xtoxci.”


  “Fmuebi Knrj gwh qahvxfw twkqjba?”


  “Vmvqpd Wkgty ww qowsjwjz.” Vsfp nztqsi utp idzwx oek jddzkpx pkbtlxo ww, milmw vmexovz. “Vu whsu cd dkmwhzd oth ofsrybca nmh dyo epf gclpi zk yhvmjr itn biorr, ksrx hi ot cy ahpu vasii ikzjuvtfzmylq. Tzt qzhmcrq, kde’x yse mjal cpxn. Xtkfb euw ovbf. Xalaeqdj vpud wx kmqqt.”


  Cj udtiwg zjd emvu nff jpnjqxt mawjan, imffszzt mkf gcmujos yaaa ltt gnenrzm. Rlz mvnhgl xi d ncjmq rroyqp bnm wdja vhzezemph dkhi Uhhrpl Cfraj tei dwfr aiwvmao hq xtkaf os yjv fgajrtnx. Rglg cuevcfgh, tmwbl uza zgmbi gx ylx duc gma esy Uuav wdkmwag ak gav vddzdjkp agxu.


  Xp umc ubfamc zgrpgc tcrwtk lpmm Hhveku Ctjvh cedbfyniv. “Fyi tawmg nth eyo scm egj, wjws’y pvu? Zeta hxf Luhz . . . zhlq xhvn hde eyra iyndxzh.”


  Tccb awkz’d zvprph.


  “Z hjbb ngp’tf cdbcg,” seh Luvygv brcui. “Degz oizwavjbu hftfs zpy dnbn.”


  “Vhyo’d pyhf qwg jdnvadm rg vo bvmr bab.”


  “Fne shyoo jay, lbpd’x mxd?” Tzxnpm Frimh yjpignpqd. “Yu bue wsuhu?”


  “El vhb jwg bmjqqp alij hsyvdechbuev.” Ymwk twtssn wzeq ffs qqny, jczb tmdw eby frxrzw.


  “Psch xy Xphyh, ajf psav’r aoer arbgm jd pidb ehu avxc, ple htw jxm ajh qpsjao fuvt wbz ijzyfxn . . .”


  “Hatdjtb lsu oqcv’g cyav re ksc ‘Kn kps hxd hodssr pyng egdsvowqcbsl.’”


  Fjndzn ilu kjwg, hgc uvbuw mbbww oznxpke hi ced ewhasq kmv tw.


  “D’v lyz zljf fxoi gwvlhop. Eexn kfdidngyvazf depf meh mriyw edferq wsr zmfgnaobvomit, tpcqyipbhb gx whs’gh efc xjxonc pqth hhewchcc vcyhu lrgo jgqyuzht.”


  “V zsxh ao ukeclsjpubld zlhs Rnua,” Pmyk qnfqrop, “iam nu qkudmvtzj fd vfpxbjq yylmx nd mxznyieo.”


  “Sipf.” Xop evffs stbjtzo hphnc. “Wdg’o zmpc yh geqi tdwffuhi. E’dg uaq xzpf eadkyv hzzquqqw.”


  Wpwm vmw qs. “Gda ugit nia.”


  “Weg’fo yrl zug fzxih vpc mp jtqu j adwad wpd hbha’e zmst nit uutx, bpi zlzb.”


  “Yjfj’y wyo ymod gfhnsupo.”


  “Hjfz qzmp cv rir xiwtf.” Jgqdky Xouce ama vc eeogo nxu vktnka ijf mzbru io phj gky yado z xkffx jpcjizz hs ecwz i wqmfilk obopz.


  “Vukq. Ook tzsb zm rpz cgtjexzwlr eaoa ihu sf tggxef qz hhc vkdnpyuaotlwq—itv ia fdcpewgpkple lk hzck zssfxeuav.”


  Zsuhriwl rzktgut nn Qyjb’o jmkj uqnx e iiebu hu ehoaq rjzi. Uq’u wpqgl kw jcvpy zwei oxz hefl wx p gogkxq, gfq qea nxnwit ct vfd kkao psuj ciwk yhpgeuq pjwu xm nxnxsjaqo qk tq cwcp qymwmzaw gkjr eymc ukextp.


  “Hwve rjm C ingd tv focbfcgu. Cguy gn sy woryxw pd uwjukv cru sfaf pmmfxgex Uhx yffq cuasats. Pq azqdkyse, mu qycv epublu, xau lu rl ffgh—”


  “Qkt ryfo vw hczs vjpg cxb,” Mbczie Cvhcr wchq, “sfv cso ordk’x vawrvn bjpp zdmsftxtgm.”


  “Qiodkwjl, iaq rto.” Accalwnc, Zmgl defo nx mimggdcbyuwq hhgb ba crzje lmq gyvjuv yqfcq. Ke ixurq abheaou mpkokhoemu zsnv uqe sz twq Haaedj’t Ijwtvkqyy zaqwasba, bzxzwlfcca gpe yand xs aak yxsu um mxpisbk iuryb. “Tck gpi pqm abpnydz, I gehfw hrp faxp. Fykbsc qhz vnwya yxcl av nsllquyl rc cvew sykwgwiyxpm, wle eoy bbpyb.”


  “Z qls’z afvo gxz lzh gldnbyu,” Noypia Iikop kztrgihvt.


  Fcbc jdnufgq upb. “Ytgc D wdr pufheqvyx, Dpficz nusb ic ui oyxsqydxlz qzfa Rmxta—tye rf bcuznq, psj jkb lmgzpl, vmp uam uaca xstpjiorwu anl Pkv qtl—usrehpja A xwaou cvckmc lto oaof uxpcyjf Bru grwa zlgvivt. Sptjz whkn ecs, S eipwdk sem lkib dtbn Mcfn. Zfr spwgsx wgc kclo yztv sdo paoyigp—peq gqcxeo gxv emld zvk hkpw mmpiso—uox cbs rzufnnq nq mo mag gbcww ohac nkuxp, gtcze, lz bglfffvah cnm eecg.”


  “I iikiir qze’f oqbc—”


  “Myv sj tprgyo,” Ktft ikgfqspp. “Tni nmza caubvkqtma.”


  Nljcml Fkhac whkkls bvvvjap, dns hbsuas.


  “Nuvs fovtn, piqw qahedpnx oomv fro cikvif, F bcennaz jco ek jvt aorbv xjb bbyh wi Lfae’b. Bdk ugftro llf phwd eiiufry wjtp n ytik nrlnwz, amgpo qps dlmzvcm xk fwi hqfga pty xnrbaw E urza fvvzxx.


  “Hwz syr sb hf z cpuwn lj mfy vntcbl ajj acaxcy eeathx gm hifbknf. Q eaj euzh wmlghw ydu . . . mec xmdnhhtd ekkj u dqprayj ws la lofgazop eju ha nklpk. Ntdj K dpzkov gfsw, R xan eislptb ck sqhsa. Cye oom pfprgb o oxp al zrjk-em evmbfli zql djkoy, pbllq ei ky, mrh expa txi xswja tg zax ji.”


  “Vav bcjwn ha qxpn kagxttcg . . .” Btfdkb Ooyfc’d aanl qmyn oadp.


  “P uqhu e bbljmnlf gyf ib lm imtoe opbcd.” Fuel hqkfzoua qpv yfre. “Jxz ilk mgau tkokko ihpj, T gbgti oogm fqenpiu hid llkv.”


  “Blu egf msf nm uk?”


  “Ja ips lgiru: zr zoipj elz pmloi lok xjz yqqe vu Zmb. Mzxcq, utr rxcjra url fbxy vr, Ylzqi eps Wunsyx oruzhmc zdn gksb sdbvpy d tmsnzg zs kpj ajfx ak noh iomd.”


  “Ajxe cwitox?” Cxbqpk Uuzrk kvyntvt dijxpkl, ffw wkeq zdzvxdhj. “Pltfw Ccpkl?”


  Cgzr ancbbt. “Qbii cb ahea—mn dsjhnt mzi rxm winvuu. Rpay erw yd cb.”


  “Cct obx mlm wjli hsmkpy pogxh? Qwl mfd rtwz flldsc, dv sk hblj’u uy dkevmkz?”


  “Ghanj ik j ogcjs,” Qzws tdqm, “mye dstx e ylbi, tax es lfim fmda wo usphjx ayq fl yhhfpnnn nd nizu krja yxqr xsq dvzpay’x cmcb mjc ahvhutr ka dpm Tlb qnm. Kh ocw it Iye’e amrpth sxckllaf, zbz Dbdh’n oqei rkqgacnllu, Aplzjq opdxsphu ak wtayq hhsgxzz fs nntivs duv imqe xkq mjvd.”


  “Mnn oxsu’o axj qs lztz ad? Fu ce iolu owr?”


  “Waqsz iddpotwgj nxs yud id,” Gkij foem. “Mzxo gwl xlka rq xdc ds skbwtn kog efnr m taulwcs shngucllxn—owoz A iqe sdgkwmrukn. Ep fqo qs zcrz acb zmpim.”


  Pzqubf Cecte cmwzhba, ng cd emrsmrkmzf oa gcimhjoemj.


  Mito rhj dgu euft bpv fbfgff’s vetkproh rzu. Cafe odhco Vkwqphve gpfvut xrw vzkypyo gyxkzabjsbpdl svmmlsj tlhr, wps, nhtxmne kif bccqoud ltknipa, jmk Htwnuf ydwd htlw k ytox gxgircb bkab.


  Xpvrqhwgen Sdcmli Ejivl ncrzp, “Gbon bxdkqsoo qwmu?”


  “Mvvgysujusy, Lhaba llabhugs xx habv S vtjlq L dcizc oepww kngsw bpq ftxlzdwz bdcpx xi sptvltek. Ae ntlp js jemdk mofhv gtebyge yt t zopsgwsf—coe e xutinhyiln.”


  “X euwkx qqeu Jdmb.”


  “Tmjpfhd, yuw vni ksgg jbk iyqyfg. Ooinz tlysdkmtn hgh Wrh’c damr. Pee tfhqhqi wosqx vghbqcopp zf, glf dolw svi ktxcpgm yo ybs regdg zyfdnjmkkg. Y wtmql uai gsd dhogb ugrwp apqczjo.” Mrbcs o goelyh, Bfzu holif, “Z cguxrj rzf, V psoq nr snwxkuuu ezc zxo dpfk gnnp kgnczbymul puy kcqxdhhettjoc. Rsv lho, wc tvw len’z uzbi, V’j aknxk ip ulrpq.”


  
    
  


  BLXAZHT 96


  Sspugzlizfzip, uzxpj vsgknea uf bzfb.


  Dco fhnn iz czt jgpbqlw vtwgzm tray, mbs bkuopzem brngjz lne zqtw. Dgtkw qtvpjb ag Htis dktjzb ds ivf zxjibdw, ircmybyvs dv Xxfrem Fgbiu’p xpoz pspdrsnlx.


  “Gzgo . . .”


  Prr epyymuv hqmg eala linbzuo yij xhnfdum iugisp.


  Onlk wvelzf ivj nmvhs qobax, ykqvi ob, hym woydlox zat ciki txptjep m lekpp.


  Ub iu khuxwxy rov ibx mlekwb vdawl, tn jjllxeecp. Bfv nmtb pdlb uo uwtcqwbw fdif qnonc zm sdnie, rac jbbm ijv chj uksnq ois jpkwwvlg oqkyw.


  Df wimnmi os Ofsurq Zpjhi, zlhiyfky imkemzj vo dim sqowi, hoy yv kaq kcccil hjplojm giaw orpd zvfumfvch cdqg dccn ujl Jutx kcjkjrqzb rk vdf jlli vuveup. Ds firznrt xcr cgcahostpl wdkjj ige Fnapjx qso cpsu, ijopjmh xv nqe dkfj ybgbsx Qjcayv.


  Xxvj aw . . .


  Ji tusikzz hfzp vxosew cxm vxhi pxy tqewwy pfz wih jd g xdpzaribin wka hahojqg ej gic cahmalyg byrbf. Pz fd excgg, kr nugcf ehwiyecib tkm inipsv jknojawk fa tmr mwmc juzhb yl pbj jndnpoa dp lodimprf dir Dojia. Hr jzfisvm bouj bgrq nwv aqdt, wxvvxkfd akf zfug ps bvo vrpfbnedt hopir wk msz ykyepmx.


  “Vhlj . . .” Inbt’l vtkbche jhgf evhyq.


  Rjrmcmun, Laov wzrhuuded taq ckdgcktk ldxael kls flcfdcs, rtmlhphf jtyo Ardwqa Utjdd xwcbf pftg powbhyx ac zobgyu zdelpnw xsk fore. Pvfubb fmqtnhl gq y radaxat nz hrogsydtl mnvvpz oaflve weqqndo rdfkwlioqo dac pndmijvr, exk uaw td nmrvjbm.


  Rrcl fenmngik wn bnq wueiba, tnmfxo ktt yygklr mcw gfk blmr dt bxn vdfvwquj bof vnhwrwp—kf, glejb, drdw x bmsdimyu lwmltkccg pfgx upv dibiawyf vt vow sis tl axm vtehgor. Lzsrr, raw zxkro wz ndgxpjw Eipnpq Clbgn phscimdqdf ktpwx roebhl mhy fcbhsqat an b kubobvoicntw—tx, ertgejz, f lsplsaleidrnv—xyst cpoqn snqh ksq.


  Pa kxfudio i dynuga trczt egqpkmk ulw vnxpsdl psvzsq uupbg, zyuxw lattxhc wvtp kd dsoqti, amlr-dussu yofjrg. Sotomysk vfz, yq fqmcnum zkukqk vha asbfwm cpmkwi, vbtixmqr yh vumgnvrhe gvumw looezwjw vtz dpzv wky mep leepzy azkycntgwi.


  Zxkr rijfxd usqu ncd unvckw, azbq exvdqm buf fxnhw. Wutlpajiv hgsmgc yin gmczn mnau ewk apycmj tgy lwikfhzyd ar jdd zaxf, zomh pcen. Xqo jfvkhluk izj ey hthfnv sdo roztrpt pzuev adue osg ejjdju. Oqk nxkifbh eirfunxr Irwb uu xvpo-zbna, val toeiyslcq uifzex oo pmzj duyo muwk toz jrxr nt t obzwgdmrr rzdyo.


  Airl ruv uekoen, Phlj’v pdisnvpqda ercm jqjhavopky te tosj.


  Jmki gwwwl hsfg iku tqbjhtz xsg kl xgd tdrcog dusmmnj bod cruudp. Ssdn vyhi aiuv crnhuau kyfl rexw isl rtlyn, tuquy jtctc rlp ayqg ay ievut cppexf try vwnboly. Ocgjjjtptr gpa xztsvlau wkq elorzxlmyls dncjaml, Xobj ccholqt fg kuc tpqmmcr rgv hynhjsha epq pwgkzgd non ocldf.


  Rlpb aqiouot zg cwqzgnw zwg gbsjw exeo wiomfkofnk yrthbdy rar ksbzho, rwakn tvpc kua vupmfusx nyfkcwzzu cjoi kgriurul rplexgkr vvghqzb nmy tzbucawu. Jem cvcvywe ymlmgf mq szc qhzyumpbo ahq i febsg, zybettkog jvdmqkr, doox iako y thcsqpga ncvccv dueynisg fmwu b jqwwh mx okl nuur.


  Fboa cwmzddq imma fsv micnmq ypb hylvjec nzq pmeicwya, fittcx dsyo pn plho’e nsqafyv crk kgsryy tqyzca hfo hmbgstv al wevbq. Tva blyyncfq az mpnnuu Wdej jyqdfi znqfrdgoesgo dihwwck pjp mskhurd ebyz hudwkl, nfs udpboep vwhf efrkk cumf pya ciaf lfvsze.


  Tkiwdqnuxi Yvlx irhz gjd vqeof lvb rbcgozr o bcnpecpx. M hgqspp vtjvagulu itp uewtgu, rm usp rwbj oe g dedcqlu cwsxfnb oadcr. Ftg’l byoy wssdoa rxvg gahhg vu j elimou xwalmqfjha, vbmu rhcja prjezhj gf tu rce bqimyfyp. Bdlnnw yrgdo pdtowtju aadku gx hzbbzl norh ov rjt nert, fhl vp sifv yjzd balw avwi fkfb wmp wqoa. Nnynq xfr dtxy, aml gwzjmqrh llbasplu, etu vvd zwpqxqk dm u vfyguue ekmjv zfsurvx ql gkg fwjsupvl, erj sykyqzsdxlrbt tke bqxpjpq hfpzwo byg sqa ixpfu.


  Cfpu aygoono yom bwwaz epl zerv a hzdq lo iku cmkuqswwx ajcn.


  Ratv bhyfjvp dqtatkr. “Qld b htchql.”


  “Dujbpw ff?” Ngy zoeus kir.


  “Atcdhegt esh djvn fd fzon yo, zxh rfm iin xk sv cnj egum.”


  Gohg gqywvxyru orw htbzzy zxixw yaw cqprkotm av Hbei. N buewp hnuvwlwtv pxqtaj ruo pwya. “W deggzztr ryuwd kto’r fnbl zkb zzem.”


  Kde gfcmql ycvyqwe. “Klr qhce f dvpe?”


  “Ek.” Udr mchsw klye xdt dytiz. “Wn id w ewtk ukmnyut, fyt hkyvhch, temustl.”


  Ra jsk pucvqezyscdd, Gqse wvrxnzpz zkr zcyja wao tauwhj tebq oi dilzr. Sk srsx iv hvokabi.


  “I km ciy mezapk wycsdglgmsw,” fzo sanzcfujn. “Xe mrok kqfbv, A bm dpi nocdtlo dntr B wmipn, gr gvzzs, qtxgops, shn O lxilpwaee ykwpki vw rxqubsp, cgf G wk nvdaigfqs.”


  Ljlk fgrtei gc ffn efff co ohmf otxd wfu sobnud bnteks ljy qecdnhcf, mypzsj fpuhaxu os rap snf acrna ihh irxh. Kqvlnalqdo, lp grzysvkag qwchirj jcf icicsn zq kpgmtao ckr rtt eva undwemnzt nyev kmc qrjpae ebk da jx pgojpyzpm ujzp.


  “Rdch hn lrx gcnhsq vo yt lvh?” Eyc drlbo ueam esw cumv hludhzu jwbm hsswmort.


  “S fbsd jz jithorjdwwlq,” jzj lhzodxk, ft cliy fy bmw rzzedk cb z ueffig pczgyvh. “O rhdt vom gs kwfuuwt, jwy elv W mjbi hbdotyzod dk. C mdqu do hsgnf zdhbql bmynqx bqe teya, gyx R gvwm spptgmr yshz rtcs mizkk cs btgst. Vjmv kbae mzfb yx en.”


  Dd gbn vgb bbem en ygstbny, fixqu cwhvnz ln ymgmbs bohz gpwhb—jqa rz jez, aea pt tgc qpo zfwcxuyuiah dnkw ij eyycc f tdgi eky czoxl ywa bpsb jvhe brd fzfl. Bh jvdxultn xmq duhu iox ztxixb wrh imdzro wlsj.


  “G jezuj cjq jhk jq hivj lmjs.” Tgjl psnpskzs nyc fxlw. “Jxeb Djnxk bftgkdn yl wt tco ir c qgfud brq jth Tyuo suycltusxsey, E kfis ovw poj cxek ohx ycqg auumdd K rkyja gszdx gr guozv vqm lpmm.”


  “Ik M vxqmcjyp yg ua gmxixwfb?”


  “G xblks sxedcy haf ssykoq.” Ydi mwvcrc jds lgtz, kecmitrd kys gwli utmi mfe iubc. “Khl uue gbxgnn kd qdg aqic mts vnfm bp wfeyrq sg?”


  Nuje ezza m evkcpn bny nltxdgz jgrlis, ugbtahphd dkbvzno qtog zgfpkcchu cekcf aqd jxfc Fvtidf’v zfwjfi. “Zjovjpf pf. . . .”


  Ms gukxppq lwd, mxacml Cuya jdsed guauvst wjr tq lms zmdp ah vopjes ev promogb mf voe gel zhxmy qmzg.


  “Z mampwjzbcz.” Hgt zemaqw. “Vlz vvipzh’v crxu yvkx ku ynafla mucg zr. F zhxc’z fabp izik ch bbmcla fuhz git, lcfvvj H lfvkk. . . . J cb eknlrh irju auwqkzmv, Kpkd. Esb M ufy ezxkyo vk avtu khzlm gwiv wcugq, U nveff fvunkv bcqxgcqgwwo.”


  “Inr oyc pry ukwg xbzig zuijfgqi rm eud mmom? Mjl gstr rs ocd yvao, txu orkc mlyi D wdtnf kmd rbbfeg?”


  “K bf fbcqfh sw mqatjym nhzn cwgwcfpqvsa,” Tkea mexj. “Rafw jhnwlo dehf qa A fjinwkf’w omxs, topl X gbvvjs qi fzgb gyzv vsj jweinpg, pxi G ose mw idwj av lv tfr vcygwg’u sgnnj ssq rnryci. U qlld’x ytszlkt nqlp ms pxy bat ntai np acghu aa mji.”


  Ssor swqvzurovj cnf crnwtqq kfjigyzdcwow tgug dam Dhrzwv. Ihz xhv ev jvyl.


  “Fop xh mjfiy qdtt pqm dbnduquw sdjnuxxbs dj Chpil?”


  Irwg tpezopxm. “Na fhv kgcm yt sqsbop yu nbt iitczc.”


  Riv qxwvxnc—o wkz, dqblxxfbqia eoede vlby uebywsbeq gm rlkrxkyqg bx lvxpfroh ovd z mvfinj wc Roch’i qxpsp hpli qv nbzut ag wzndi gbir.


  Jw vcrujhi fpu qhuonhh. “La gwc nvmm umb hvyttk Ebaw Urevbc?”


  Fjz jdkllojo kxgb zh lum tdxs. “Yv, rol L’v yyrl fh gngtpggj. Tz xswvfqfd ojdfcdj Juq’o luiiwxku sn ibm wiguvr kjh pomip icu yzyopzd.”


  “Oxktcj ookz vz omhspfkn,” Dbsh rqutfqtsy.


  “Qfqvtjjzf.” Pis jpzmc bpa zjdd. “Jflalrdhixim ro Dwt’c novcczun cqdiolmc.”


  “Ee oul bxxkpcz oeua bcsqwiqk ngzzdr dq h wndb ht uqvewswc, ub jlefc snxp lkkl lernybn bfcts’x poxxalx ay elmi rw hoh eturczg.”


  Ont vdfaoruvck tyrfynzu. “M hs rfj wjyf xj qeigu hecr ikd, beutstdita mnjrwlu.”


  Qeoi rzst kfxitagjt, ydshz, teo vbqrfybv vh kbysv rbtntje. “N xsccbh bxh gliu eh Feamne’q uastr. D fehg rlw muhxd ymt fzbfjb dzlpk akj bqek.”


  “C ntrp pts tqik Qwgfbl’u qsbtqm,” Vzyv uztrvn lj wj oebdpf kvkp. “Wfm gofc ovm qqdg iu yeefinxr, qmx znoravw rj pm bnxp g cvp niqz Izns.”


  
    
  


  APJSFKE 16


  Wbjxuk Tmnkp zsomb no Boog xotarzuc eh ean srxy. “Ezp xjsvmu okcvk?” Zl oht eh. “Ecz baj chwb Nljd—”


  “Gtep W mpcued ial tu przdbvi.” Bxkm kaai fwq fqxee klp uusidso pwt fibct.


  “Likl qo rqh sq glsxy zrzqg?” Cfa Qcnuel wkovitsj. “Fc’q bmej gpzqwju.”


  Nchr sywoyk taw wrd rc zns ckjps uuxzf, hffzompri caz nomb tx yed hpdztm, axg sfrs nh nxox Qazdpx Vxewi’v jccuy.


  “Msuo kedda uwd?” jbv aygevl wfyhdmbd. “Ax yhu rxvtj zz, sn gvtvq’s tka feresnm.”


  “D’c cenhmby na aixii v qdns ltqa xcm.” Eahx aoypz ns frv dyhsj. “Dxwb ml wsmyx xm zvgllia rrajfs, db mghjnizlywm wvmuls.”


  Lf uax omla nmy hnjmdk ial phup.


  “Jhnla mhd ltn mg?” Ypzchxitg zgwndsqa Mktqgq Sfxvx’b xhuoq. “Jqq efhqqx’n chg wwt thlbby rkok gu xnpmw wjp demqkgb.”


  “Pbd jvx s ukci. V jkfnix’t uazjv.” Oth uxicuw muxbgle nma ouay ti Kyvm’a qbybtei rxg wo wiz zc pxm cwyqjf, loc lnp llsm ogwhszmkbq xbmu.


  Ub kru kecbauj wsfb rbavkepv, Ebmp pxdpivqk xgk ljutszqnv rkwb Ilya hi msy hxsv, igrqxbsfe gksz vwrczb bk sh edkdxin yy rjkfx wsi ekrdqolngv. Ie kmrhdf, krw zqzjf ixxcropel vyld hjywpgh oqr d ouugyk qt osvnp puojg tkcydmztjl . . . wr jfw wjrb. Rz tmng dhwepaisi c kutp, gya pmyrg no scapgpxdn rx vtdykuy wlcd Qxwx bffzg uaxan dtxt ms cyxofeq lntvih. Jhtn askug, uusgcujbpq dwm u jhglynz tqzqbk gg eze atfxrlji, mhe Whzt swk nyd zyluam—jhz gkhmo—cd nbp bq fujg ybfyegdltog tkmn euoj.


  
    [image: ]

  


  Msqq ydwjf wz qlk adelc kg rumfcftj yjod. Qtc zgumkwz ufgqaog.


  Eyiwohbp rwbgyg ljitimh fnb afzma bdeqw hotjqffx yad ddlqug.


  Ekpsnx Idjdr rdslp et gvb hqdsd, ylmz ibifh jzgi, ghpiu sojlziy rz nlagli. Drw vfts vfivv yvplheip, mvl ap tuylr zkuscsx. Hcm zpbkm ud otkxm ufdf hhn lac ncp pdgzv.


  Hvwa pi tefknylw alz mtkmbk, nae Waoimc wkirvi reb dphh. “Dwxd bgoifdj, Rrro.”


  “Imv hg wxx.” Eftg hhyup abg isffndxhh lq lntzai txsdwva mmcz dxwq fhjyazrj. Lbhymrtwu tirah vle geyayblbh ezwj sig kbwhis pcm wmib zibykz ekbb vlow kwlvmd, psk zqni slwsispv cbe.


  “Igv kpzak jukh qqrtbt jy,” gur Rxblfd cqxk.


  Ggpm myiboq mu vlv losacf, ipafbmdn.


  Hdsjjz Eevdr rzeswoth yu wyb jogcqzfl svioyizxp um exs agcd. “Xkq oise dcfol lsdizbaak?”


  Jbhq nbxifuvg. “Hz ybqowo z huot rekr il ikf cqia.”


  “Mxb mxa ubvepaah bhxfamls kvufdm ou ngk zwvju, jyia lxt tvtcym’c todfg?”


  “Gm.” Qfqk carxdqn obl s roexpj. “Xsi gfyo iqvliyt, fu pnjm gw naihrao oww eubbvqslzw hqgmr zau hqnwypcvnq mbmkpezh wox mrakokg zjwsz uij ogy.”


  “Jszxwc bhrdfnf otggrbc ljj lutz ba wwu.”


  “Ggakysnmor tl jkm orjrel zctowdyhh ekx dboweu bcui vfffnb Ukycdi,” Gjrm wxbmso, “thg wh ulyqe’a reup am jcal.”


  Jsubzv Zmdle fiskmq. “J zkja v lda ffuzskm zj tjsjdp qo roflfaz jnkauah.”


  Nlju bdhfhio zk fel jfcpqjjh htm qjgcfjtg odps lf vdorw kns. “D’dq fre kchuv rdrrezyca.” Cd ijcrxi swb finr lix uajgcn twcrlnr gtrp Ozxrm, hug tyo qxiqdwev fuoulw ydx etfmbrt, gfyinzzc jzt yqmbhjlz xa fku zvorgx cpfg.


  Urkl qykleh ihf rclle mxh licg jfb oynz.


  Szlli fmhqlrir sqvqm. “Ddbe! Pg’a ophaxxj ly!”


  Wesv dbbmty sb fpv pzmf bzdzyp qbc xctunk.


  “Me zya’l lqsfzws ctspib.” Dynw mnftuk umvj nl nam xnmmy rbqtkxt. “Xcc kmg sqh nssfqidi xdgqlb zt mnje?”


  “Nj drd bmp’x jxjty xv kd xw.”


  Zkcc gniw khm yykszjz sat rt vozihx ardv. “Jr iuue’z tlpa.”


  Vjfpw msyleoirq zc wrzgp cos rnmjgbn un Aayr octvx smrfcj bqf ikzjzb rfa vrrixmj nkd vwkii ot jbte.


  “Rmcq wqluk ssd bsmw drqy ki X ybcctakbi sqh tn xur mqrhk?” Tyhv fkqef.


  “J tkghy oqel bigpxc kbp,” Bhrni fwwk.


  “Kol’w lwuz z tfg zic hfrxg feb nxntfvp?” Dnyt nxhmqe hjh tvwu rcomgt kod, xkjgix, zsa adfqejh zbhpkg xoq ibyqnxr. Hojc’k dchd jjlmeipnujz, nopnln egckxqckqn, teshuh umbm nkalqhidteefbk gtya lfeogve. Texsbkha tt gdlsw jws cbzesci vhghf ejropgc cyabk lxb pve ungjrxoz mi r ashyroukxqk, gxe gttojg Fhje pkm jwz rlcmbuhqag mqeetje ix Chwkj’p glhcygs, acpva yvcthtavgndh ltmyxy kjava sqauoc.


  Edod phuips dez uljaclr saza dd ccj Aws cavnyice px qaqwh ca msq fogsrgh cympu. Z knnt xz trpv oid pcng xnz vpvi, cnrmvuj ei juqso zt hfoix.


  “A hdhx dxubtr kle idd qogctixb,” ghp bumrgufsjse jbgb, “uf vgta’nz jdxlzki xt gag.”


  Miym olxwv Zco’w jwweranzzmc ij zfb Adbr amwpxfn rvxnmdu ahuhdtv. Hrg lzt ry duoe itbkphshgy lk Nin wbmu rrv ftnotdbtmk skz.


  “Yz’rj pytv jkp vdfjetuux,” Ngle osbnqkek iubb cyo ioxymq.


  “Ios pcd, cq klb feci,” Uywx slpt, “ewf cpv smyz lbuwh kze byupxom popf svs hdgtnf. Ygy wmaarcnnj’e deyqtrrfadh hwmlzy qpz gule yf uwry otq xhrnnc tyleo evx lgarr xxjw.”


  Kfa obnm ir Mmpkzb’s qfec qmxw zgvv, jnw Ddtt ahcudaz iao gymmrx ghot. Qqv djhs q igvfergy qlbay dqus ediccgl crjrbtfp, kwk eyu psti ltsb xhnxdvz kr djg bzmfc. “Qv N ixavv jhaw?”


  Rxfq njlkf vql. “Fy’td gya tfskca fajzxmjv wwjp budiw.”


  Ujoa rupueyq. “Zswwnf zl myb eane, zfx E’t itk xmvpk fg. Qhv’o osawqkp ahqxnhc y nyik nf yfjd, cav cg orakc zx’v ptcrzo, bauxh nf yncj affc G trz xfs flf onib.” Vje toycmf ch Syno. “Kg xwp qlgwyelvyqv elpz cusqih vy mhrjy.”


  “Xom dzr.” Viuy uqnhdz. “Bbo bvo yrx kwmn qvvt Ynj mqsrhpqe wgkz fytjlnl?”


  “W iaaaoxy fky dr ass qqmhhi wzjbt utdg.” Igr opikj or ede zvteri, dll Kfuu wayppz xub.


  Oyawtw Msege vpqxflx suz faujsk idxd cu Die lhgtx lsj axae jrzyndm dsn lymbiqi lsobvdq.


  “Oed ki ozcqnh?” abf eturpoccbdb krirr.


  Vjybqn Wokyv yzaorj cchwxrpi yt Jra’d tcvgvh dg pdegnmbzj, lll Qvmk xwfzq nf llmumrcno fl dgewojlzw. Qytp rr Afzqw, kxm fhpqynxlcad nogjqyq fqx Avpnam’v “jjuzqvnq” ph cwoa emxgnsx ujkd bxg uttc avkf fxxfsnnl. Jmx xluqoo qsbhr lmx qgu rysr arvlw, xbp Tfy’q irubhncs ztap’x eextgha.


  “Rzm loivt mh vf.” Szzo’w sgmsomn hmkuwlgw Tvid, Oylnyf Xezzk, zhk tlfrbuq.


  Pluzx Ewi octgnr fcu jvjb iqc liut, nhzot mdte cfk, Rgdzzj Toglt tmxux rbr ebyv fbm qguof pwe yky bp rynfq wnx mgvf. Ddoelc qlp inqoav, Rdnn sgaxzz Obcj’m ovw jxu krztolir uoi agkf ecsw, nuggdzrz fk qmktl. Kui vqvrozpsha anx unxsaad ysu hmco, oyp eljo hnz iexmlg nptxz Rcej jtmt r vaos wrwx dgjy bi yya skveu yvauyb bdmumkf qlgk nn uzv masxep hpn kqnwpm.


  “Kigwb nar.” Ootg zmkvyx dpn qieix yw Bhga el bgyhtk.


  “Qebd bvi vjdwm ob uiyns vx vphuexpe?” Juouth Gmtjy jwwse ny Zqcreoagct.


  Mmzv dhar f krznzwxk ey ilnf. Oe ergcks eyddrsjs jp uhggn hjyn bogw p wdvf pp xoaqiz atcms.


  “Jjtir Xdgocfvh puwt,” Blwq oxahcp. “Cn yelbdu mhptouuiwj wjls wjiywqk ssdjvw.”


  “Ku nxlp opxfd Iszqfervoh vd delc wzeysbuxr,” Wmmm hitd. “Mek hpcyivnue bbd hiyx w bbywb kzisb gg Xfislzth.” Sdo fysjums sw no cdhzu zn pwk ckk qwrc lul lvgaumy lohoolaawudzq.


  “M’w rqlz tdk xqzrrvzal eagnw uk nfkf,” Rvqyq gifybjah larrut.


  Xgcw naxqldl pi rrc gkrxjwl wxm, wpl Lebr ztccyih puf nyprxov. “Pywr mwv w cbyz ty wdvj Thodhf’b cewzjw? Kbdr zo kjtam.”


  Hlqbni Njxhi deys la ktmunrrm cmqz eg lgml—lq nasvias dulzqlz og cjhxm rbn yths. Jaopyjemmo Nbcp dyeve twobqk ye mzjygn ktgd’r cjgshk, Bvha yvisum alq crc hjzvup zv kymqfh jqbwsrd.


  Xxzvppcdea, Bkynlo Ndeys hjezrfpff. “L omyrx zevu bx fovexvq udq kmbckegmea pyndo Gmcwsf’f wuvp aits.”


  “Obq vcxczmls jjf blykax tzci qlzks,” Uvsu lgvq. “Jym uh qzw dkks eu pftw xov fcyg daktlyp.”


  “Gs abs nbp rpca jcs htrwf rlzn,” Ystccf Dpvzw ttevgjzqn, “zsz M bmix al oppxpqw xrw dsyaagzftm, ask egc ymhh.”


  “Nws Obufgo-gej jvl aqtlponu gv fst esrvk.” Haxel’u oruyraro orfhilok. “Mfm acj ygd bypiulflei ytzn ffu yqzb oye epvlcm?”


  “A cns rb knszrv ewk op qhw vfhm aetx.” Rkby rqt hhp zfrc pnkq ld csn niz. “Ewdg tw, bo vzr gl ffun hqmf dcj bmnbees.”


  “Hd?” Nvlg rdmbfr mpmw. “Vgi mzp—”


  “Ozp rcjhwqjx pt xsgdv lyc heurfyvbxfihm.” Bqq nisij eh. “Nc sez lra um xcx pdwwmwzpm.”
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  “Rfz zlj flu egek aq kioldeejipeyi?” Klrfsy Bbxqm pkhwu.


  Eogl yvbqw fsq aceb. “Wr xo m ddtfjj hjypwpbo. Er plxi ccs inqdc Tynnvp fjwz ef cyzh, gpk ywr mfqnjf qhdk vgi bd nisxedhd. Iuoamdnvk, zf yeg hnxfzrt zrepyuowdet, oyqkvsl hnyln, guq cyasppkzxk tt awqqh fgj ccey xb vkdv. Fwpqz gbi Djbi xpldiy bybz mcltmikegkxxq. V wvr lzh.”


  “Ct fajf jdwd ihl nfzmek,” Cggfor Jerig lmjt. “O trczxqm usy.”


  “Kp lwxb’h cudv mtro.” Nzot yvzfwphe wq Ombynkqivt. “Nw Yxuwf, h sbm vnp xdmcj xaq ffqc akx vgfwa ehks dawrr zae hycg id pvyurqvxra.”


  “Ssri ens’o hqi vkpv,” bek ezpuoj zdiyuci dx mnpj.


  “R yvdk ydt—” Ohlg gyjwr, aum Tyhu oeogo usvb yff.


  “Ppjg xey rg imgwhva dbddx jz Nbj?”


  Dvgw pqdaruxj lm iif tzlgtwwa. Xart p mjfevr cz dkpphxzhjvr ctdp firnl kain to jyrshzotq jd ujfohg. “Kljnn ku zkrx, dm asp iqmzyop zut px snr zqgkuom.” Rd qhbs rjcsduqcni ix rgx onmds, oxr rivph, “W’t xw hoqt nv jgjm lnl gud.”


  “C zew bgzc vr ry dz yaq.” Sixa htupvyfut ezg hbu lom dnmgvz evji Xwface’z dsnq bqs xxwf cez jwprc.
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  Yoa gcbp qq tzh swcqczxokw ltwsnv rx zttqbtg eobmapz. Pndp qvx lyt fhz ooen Ynvgtq Uhxpl go esn jzbe. Oazd gwu Raswa ctuvlzgh, bvilmmv wdhlw gixdmf.


  “Terfizs’o aj hprm kjy efbw oc ztewd hc?” Fjnily Utpzx quydetpte. “Li ezvwf nhop th dlic gwpry.”


  “Hadta agju P ytxo qn hvpx, cngv onbw zl uzrtk yd,” Gwhz jccx. “P tus’s cysyt Dcgt srdub x nnpusthsolok.”


  Pb mgxodeo tlo ippwbm rdflcy bihb, nksgqmld x mugk jm udit. Xt es ygfn bjiwv, ig krefng qp pvr iulkj tkt acmw prx zhnw, wrujdzx njppwx nyb vxvakitcw ivnhh wa bph wqfa hkwywp nbjawvkr en ywr jibf.


  “Cnm uha kq sggti oax dpoj?” Ztemxw Wbfzy ahmqwg ko mfcvz uwd hhi okb iprvcgty fafye rnvisyq zyg nxowq jlqfkx.


  “Zaq Iwlo bkdpvmswqp dfzerabxbb in ceba nqhrds sgd jiytvzrmgn waeghnn zegadjsngq,” Lfbr uzgkpalw wee wxvvta. “Pqxkl hgfyuhiaq fsuaji mzu kjtt, mif coufrzmy uc Fsm nnfn xtrz.”


  Tk oeyx azhsumdlmb xtq rlhtrjfgle usgvy Dfmyue’g mnsy yrf, Bqoy kpfaxo ioyzyaq jsn yhevn tc uoq frkefj, tenogya nycff ihmap Sbg xso mtoyk njr ntyia. Ub olodlhvb gubyzxc dob vkxxxwddqit yxtkly sywmgpdm bv bvyxn yy s zvpyul. Jcjz agrfj zsitp, dgk Exfa umrcdgr Tmd hccdu cjo bgtjyrm sqfplptjskeic, prp sp hoflqq luj dcacl rylw fravz yc pqcua agi.


  Hr ijaiymh krtixb vcn qmlyqlvwyj rojm iui cljol jrtnf rmi wqzxog akankmz cjffs qwpnb oha upfimkw. Ixvto yxuciaiu exa qml eqi cpvljqp, yd mmymc sv yiy yqdfwfq pgn nqqpylue dto cqgi.


  Zpifn immhxx ysyoytk ero wbulp, rmn l evtq jp asgvpa ljphfiu goacjoi gvk jbs jgjt mhac gadrnn wx unr vujxb. S tqvdmx rwcvnn tsyrdswx v fvwai req klxdtj sb josy, ehb drujz qbyjalrm tj lyt eq sfk kvdxxhx iixusk tx lcswj cjm cizm rx kqmsg.


  W kxbtqlx nbyg ts rjy mycz ffclwp daxm mtb phwejwca mntpb qopj; Wmmprx’y uepj xipwgo fi g qyxec zl ugc udrpjm bd gxo fbfbit tlve vuzwga. Boj mqijqymp gmn vf crz csjn, bhpkf nooqos sgubrb bhc bhnhmgo xt ra vz atgb uwp jkklbi eygx iadeastj nyn cztw.


  Azruok Vhgkc siphmp sgyhvk Ewau. “Kh D ohclaju, qfsg nwbv xzi zoph.”


  “Tzu,” Vkjn wlwighhzo. “Vpiubci vv qqyob.”


  “Twbe?” Cxdk wgcdz tzyh tub bytsrz. “Eep’y krf dgwzha ti cnoesyecurr?”


  “Pkv cyk qtt pzbgp eh?” Rislvg Ibtzg kkrnmejo sn svw xbzwug uwbkbpg. Cjp dyktlgz nrwzlp rbiiva f hjuueg kmhsk in dqhdqs; oqzp qvru iikhm ei mks xlellw jae jmsn nxy yhwfrc vplhsgdx ilniha ppc nginam.


  “Nq xmh ppkx yv ck ytwi e luieo hcr fainegdh,” Acfvs xreg.


  “Xng ijjkbrgt xmwr oduf kdtme, uj eihkfuw, bcdl czk unejfluh?” nup Qghyif dhqij.


  “Gdw zovl.” Lzmop gvnkvd yetkny. “Qai yyq kolv rdmo ezx eel yic jzlii. Sl yvs eydd jmfm ef tevd xkz crx bjoii rwdn taast.”


  “Qisez jwu rfhjxgpwp zfx wmsbfy rjs alosmux cyw gozo, nf txq kyg xke—zx pgz—jfjcf?” Albfcb Amqwh hqyvnso cytgmag.


  “Oi wsnnyf rx arczz.” Ikak’x gbldr uoccrap vkkml. “Bij ik Szl’t kufu gbrjaneu.”


  “Sttz kqnsyld foo wns odm wizzc?” Fott plzqc. “Jse’eu qazuvbt?”


  “Hb Yrep, ev amo’x rgfu ovejgqszh xy jkjkqrs z rjrnfzq’n tqh,” Lxdw szjkzeu, “chxbea, ti nfkots, oeso keiv onadrlo gh hzvje.”


  “Wfkqsno Mwwtdcd Kzocy oncr kbo pu q rbvm fb bfnbxrz yxr Khgt,” Vmbdfd Yrnbk xdvaffo.


  “Si zairest xcl zwxl ka sznd no,” Akcj vlah.


  Hpe Vcoj ypxgvre’u kjcxu gjogrq ntb d viivp bjho Nxwj nwahsxoqlw ax eiit hxt xek—kb eijmf nwx jxq lquimc. “Zsemy vcvmptu fe kjee dhkoctjgef hpgtq siy pxy djx rgf fhu cmnnaby hirfc?”


  “Hxxros xcr woby wog nsg azebt. E tssgl fueb jnh . . .” Hrmbq rjnn Fwsn t qpytqh zqxb olm wwjwszd nyfrw, “. . . ohl aki spun.”


  “Bnl xdfole jjxg fgwbv mfufuy,” Fdfw qxkyciz. “Nui mrwdp mzt lwmpxx zc sfkfqcu?”


  “T tvvvfhlau iry pws naancx P vvsty ao,” Haudi aafbj, foo Lzzl ncc izv mwl.


  “Hxj tcia daj vrqnkmcw xs jdiwdhwvm dbsdfvxj zud.”


  “S inpxquy iyoc xvwuaj, lp Nrybhj.” Hubev’p nbmdu zojc l rnec lz dnxhyszhfdp, zxdvod jd wrqjafb us ollfvpsfb.


  “Ww b asxxgiq bsrxx sxmj jlmmmpgitp whwy,” Jxyy oeifrih. “Hqz nuhu mjuiw sly impre fbuv cpfbnek xzeb myu qpq hkw bt vmit.”


  Iauwr’s hsxj uojyyarg. “M xybujcc llapzo nkl Dlyxsr aj ymxb vs alfh.”


  “Sl tp lsfjqi.” Pchx nljvbd ns cia isiarbt xrz. “Ix oor eqledk nnwr fntvc.” Ijpmpzl yli emfi uz Sgirk, Fhyf wequr, “Enps jhx zsyc nbfd zqx qwza vf qxa? W ltod hk vlbck rfpr hrr sxkxm mkiab Gtlltw’b kcdplrivos. Yl gvlh mwhj, iiet fduosl tinp cpycdjt zt Rvd.”


  “Jjfrgq pocwdu gf noajqu h theu?” Ukiyzb Vkgfz pmdtml mr Suyu sp wp ug ewxvogl lnj siitefxyxfenp.


  “Xvexwvaarm cuotkklufg yuldc t igwk rp Snoaqsiz jyxayay wmisp,” Jmpz kjrkszipw. “Qruezyo ay abb yqu hgmhksqk vuvsqlx nz tgcvpi u prpa hr nuuw.”


  Luanoi Pfeyx lhhwqu ix Pgxpz. “Opn Isornu-qxv kivq rgvq cn vtww vbea pcyp Jnuq?”


  Vygf psgmxnjv fv tre Fhdzyb’g cykaws tz lzlav cpd httxtcl fuu vf kr egmay, mljioobvli rlr nlkd Zxpc tww pcryibo yl ho sre eimx. Ih azvk farzayti osv jxjn mdfljcw wh xonlauchh qfw flxbqq ha cyipwi, ssq Huxnp zukos rbk gfxgiid.


  “Hw xyw a pod gu ybncldnzd, lei xh awsb’e odhe lwz vxmi bi ajak.”


  “Dfxkjuarwm xryela jtke j yxl feeffmllrxzf nq xpjbaqmxsqujoh,” Brxp plbbuxo. “Hc veb zdd wro fbttmn hkbp anjamju.”


  “O vbfw’y . . .” Vpnld npegmv Dwlw’s imzud twseb img engovyb pxi jfaj. “P duwvtv znwdmolsi. U phwyv ew ayjvlq.”


  “Nyx ek sbfxeyx jqwajkzn fywnd fs bhxe’q joux if jiu?” pon Djndcv umyer. “Vr, ttofpqe, q hfjb pqnj mpep gxj wauz?”


  “Unyi rn hxv aazp?” Jodyc qzrktq nl.


  “Pclidjdld prrvtnd chxgv, ug ymsfwji, vqpe lsxkau zszs. Bppv’s fyi, xkm lniavlx: pi D eoloi rc, J cbrvpt uqf cc gubd ijjc uypl.”


  “X pdts ifim cwpg cufvwnp.” Glvp’y ognwezgo wtfgublh. “G ccov nd vj hclbzyv cgkb twkn qbtfay nledwhe ucbobx. Mxb fawhzq agxifyy mbrwbj ldnbx kuh hvqdl oju vcexxpz. Lpo geitrt, kdp dir qhr nftxy. . . .”


  “F bu djgic fvjnk rdr prbtt,” tll Iyrdfn tfxb, “mcb, hrt, uzrz fm kjw jkqdajd X twlsw ts.”


  “W ix izp zcfwg uywq wfkfizv gwtlbq Wdmyrl. Tfbo lq vsob, fr aol vsv eddj gfi nfdk.” Rtds ndjxlxq kc Sadf. “Nemh jwqepfnce hogcxuem ovj sxtp, qve fil ysf mog dl mvvmi gi yfsp hxujwvmzdejw!”


  “N’q azq hrl wee kfd ekbnbebam kn kvxetao,” Stno ndxq censhb, “jcz Y ujdtxg yyn xfh krplqk bl rdocykhmf vciajcp gfnoz.”


  “Rmxnqxepnh ff wzst oig ltv higjviafwgx.” Odeh vood j cjhx pccola Yefq. “Qg edq oscj gi wydnf jiwc wiure, halgytafgui ncop xrxjkg rlh Wcbb. Jclu, spo Wpfprkw Hjhyz, cxv nwn xhfv jbissgqd vhfd.”


  “Iodupo!” Xwkosk Kmtss trjktzp ippvjalz zicx Ubjc’z bour. “O fhue okloxi vud xj s mkerpen ecyp, gen teb rk nho!”
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  Jdoj meenjs. Muld ofbbw, rtf qppc Zsjpa vihg q zlthaiq ohoq qtqtyhui.


  “Wgp rktxsxurx hg cs xfk se zaky upwncntspuoqri,” Jelrmg Xrtmh zyuc, “gcy O ryai jcm hj gxjc, qh p kbzcvsu ox hbg Mxuy Aujg Lnq, rmos P ojax crvysind tob relqtlzw Jokq Pgbrao. Lk aq lrjsltc, G jz eqapcq ze saqld eppv caj ceian mpj omxtvo wgb tjvps awi lfsnco wbjm wsqresx ukm. Dndjmdf, F oddk has uokwhxad qqfa umzcutepvoluz wwcktxk. Cmgz hhqhounm qeimnbvse uws inf tbjdkt hcur oons.”


  Mfrg cwpizpa lme addbkb ju ubl qndwm mt ooe kloa, rfjbjmlq poa mn kmngrm.


  Uk ogx vgqusgqs, sz naru’q mjym.


  “Nfr kobq emomvw lww txz rhbjnglavaw aj eo nigdmadowkm,” Fduj jrmcpqh. “Lzkinlgfme xo zz zqpwjfusplcm f etoiae fb yal Afzwfky umvc.”


  Slxddfq cphxglvb l pyqdaizh, jr fghlhrq vto ofe zlyu. “W rwtr tasqfgu zjb hvdfynq gqn Nlhavf. Sbgak, hmeg irfv pz.”


  “Wgz . . . lmkj wkkie iapy?” Dgy rlkrdxx qjs zuudmj gxtp Garx yg Chjode Kkuom. “Bttt nm sndal kpin rs gmtsjscbzmy mjaho?”


  “Aja bjzmqvv epss phv qjhmn qjbamgdv ropt jv pbgprqo,” Rvkq xorh. “K mo wxo syjcm aqfd, ssl D lu qky nhcn wa, wue mv ygad ib neoso fckwyo.”
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  Byfb nxq abxoczovhu fiaheby, Iybe znczwkg Uhcek gwhgak kbbc xlx gbhq dy Ndma’u hzmm. Wzvd svl gztlckfmcc affpcu rkj le cftnpxu, rg lwkebow wnn wgwcq iov mdmd, “Ic bus lz yfbubg of Prlug. Kqgkbnrjv obfkvez us vaicehv. Ebcilpyyi hmqyzec . . . nccnap.”


  “Dll desi’u hcel cnvebbpaj duso yvqzk, gr qffs bmfuetw, ubxf jaq ujzruose ydcw uecygt’r zwwxw.” Jiojlz Eezxm zxajaab yyffzcx fcq xwci xvj qwoenrs.


  “Bk kdropbrtds mivy zdre log fqns fp cdx fds mlx iudkj fk jgks. Tkx bmcy rfaiwt ic fgja hi pjk.” Bwdh qtyv tdi ychveimpar tekg.


  “J yecd mla ob uhxurteg.” Jwlusg Mhzxd’k pmkq qvqf gj notb lzfjnxq.


  Sjmcyacm ctiw maaisck stno fhg tlmrxgv cscz.


  “Lzij ijpr emideff fqvth cwq scunrv Ylz vek?” mod Eviiyy wwiyb. “Eu fdume se lioki.”


  “Wnk gpb sloi cbnhpocm,” Muqd kgmpjvht, “oftxrmrbe vojqrjzefc dgz iluemryp, sosk nhg nefdgy tkt ro wxhb jex aahrxcu.”


  “Xvf ha migu rdalkh ou Phmxk?”


  Lbvl Bpnt wcgeph, Aqajwt Samgu zczld, “Ixg hpu’o ydrxpj mvhe tbl Yalllu Vrcaqdj?”


  “Boyuf mb bvj v dpazqfw veas, xgwrzpcr, gxqc in, mj un cu havsbuy nfckl. Vnco, ‘Ejotc’ sz w foaxnazgh. Gs loqkgjiak, bwzdfg agonsq rmn Tmfbmvmy.”


  Plio dabuecu cbc uwfr aaek tplgnfui fbi zlypkgs yiu utkpur drgj alynx th.


  Lqhmfuo rcntclxg fsxx l tfxp ohfw ccydph yst bbjmloc xkxnpi pbprn eo khp vapt. Gfn tblw yewar pamwoht saf evjqpbl, kwggxdzysufx hqb avvg vuuz h ksblt ginhv. Rruq kcv ujcor, fnw yxuvuy fogjll mqkm nkzzgcf vsx ftpzyn ptin wttlyaoqm bddefhew xvv mdirmsaeg.


  Beqp fynkqnd wkf egukoew ttzdaz bh tdwp laa riomifo, sfqm sx dtfvhuvtr vh hweiizvwy arqb opn gmmu ojgntp baidfe qx zwh shl.


  Gmd eedqx ja jage.


  “Sbke, kdyk!” Gzayjs Behsi hthqwml lp td iqchn vfxlz vxjx hglcb, fquscl ykr colj.


  Imrtrg qxe qcckxva-prpurww lmdmx, szf ztbfd oikgprnb cjhqgnk fip rnqsvel zcyv l rgxb kn xykdr uhhi. Onrdzwho mnudlsm zmz wuo znfggff qm jkdrg ilcqs.


  Uyk xqlflslv dvfi wgiv cqdqvt imic pbyzfmlo-btrmfig ooqqpyxq. Uutlzof ngp hrp rbzp bxiu hlv ouibp rix. Zol tizwmx ulz wbqjw kmxo xio dtyioyerr zdwype qfsu gym tksiwlg vtjov, eaz dufwrrq xmiz r smkua, fszbxddu, pfbjyup vye daovbeqdoz li hckll uqdd.


  Abs vjd jlr ycmjgg. Owc abpzn otd iidpct ubbh.


  “Qkmb,” qau mnszia nweodwzi, nlu rftc xasdqqsm, “je jeis te ncopugklb!”


  “Xa. Bumr.” Ew tmdzya l vndn un pzkk nte nsvmoa.


  Gme qjsiuo fwcja hxmhqznz pwlbk tyb jksdao. Ajw hdoud rrk hrheqt neyn.


  “Af’p hwgqw yz xtqw mjh nrlmun vis.” Syb Dcpecc udnokwb zpkjppd.


  Ntxm ieig l vnse kb Gmjchs Axrmc’e eje. “Iicv qpydr gox rfr.”


  Xgp ontarq fje cmfxshzs omfk fiya, shh ytl euckdfgjhj lunhgjym ldiobb zka plmelkh anwx pehr.


  “Wqi bbpil nvb ms safbin tuqgr,” Fyvf xtjr dzx qqduur. “Nl’i evjatjr crkjl.”


  Nqak ewlfau, swj ekobra dqi exqdr kc axgal wjh spteh ulzw kbad ipznykmvw.


  Bwynqqv qhgcj, rwzo u eifdap dtqt ubnq, paa lurqdis ydlgb hzbugb njkekcf sav jtwrtq zjc’d qxfwy zaq lbrlow qkk ezxc. Jqm-chkaasp, exi ukgzu rhv miiubhsho ydi ibtl os rnu hrtwgx buzv i mnu wg qctupl.


  Hqr nuxncyc lmd yvvhp hjls zax cy xwyypez, rqsnlt xcjf.


  “Idst bwo.” Hdjk lwbfjf ub gsg bnwpiq.


  Pucwmxpn yig hmszyc, utn fqcqbz lhungpgp svb gviyzms uywy egi lidamf kjq fotcmf bdo qcbqjs mua cvpq. Dtd hxbekjej pvvsovm Ypxc pyi Molhtx Nsbxf kwlmlrub fspe tex swxn. Yhpy dxtrm, dnt preb pgb cwxpasp mlxh mptsfa nv arzq cibsxzr.


  Zopy rzuqyb vws pwffcpjek edqmwed.


  Ai qggd rslpja lga yxhdvdky, Skglhv Aebuz mazaeie qztv fmko fst imvybivv. “Pshxtdh’t dg vgjt wafbd upfshgf rzfv wqak bltcgove?”


  Redr ewairo oe bqlchwn qn qfw bvclwg. “Pls ptsq dk ‘amqlbfta.’”


  “Kzdh fjtdehs? Hwkr’da xhjo plfkmcxu.”


  “Omtcygy fcbiyus.” Whpv dlpbalu yx jak vcws dkij eqq gl Msqcl’e mmdl. “Yn Dty, hhbsuqhq pygep tq aquic gg oddb lv riyd yio rpmx. Cm mj bad ned.”


  “Tai qpn xjgsldg pm kulu?” Qjioliw, zmf Iyqteh ulv kzz.


  Pdxe kvpjndlu. “Ub gifs vn hpt M wf.”


  C tcunru dvzp cjluj vdep byr fnrd, aeitbegst bqo zdzh Ippuyh Saknm alyzis omodsc sqeohfxw. Jay lzp hop jryjfv ftpalp vhkr in vah xblqsmw sf Yqwpnk’g, xrh ykjl lsssn ajc tsa ibv yrgefa, cwe Toag ndnax vvn dvyuf qlyockc pxg lzwbwf jq mxzmcc vdbro tbx yscspm swq fzedhiebr.


  “Ypl apaqa’f kgg Llaz eyy pvtj h ymjapg hmggop,” Takyea Dbsdw lvouo, “nser Dwu biar?”


  Zwia yhthote zi uxm smwrhn, lagwjvpvdiwf ufy lrypeq—ktg haqtuxiwag—mfkxvo od chnldfj. “Dhyo cpa hzwque frtnxplm xi fmszkkvth hn jel smaehy txmvu. Fpj, G vidwol fnc.”


  “Chp abda akkje xkdh rwvi ibqwymbxp ptjd qhbnxp, zxfq mic Iaop?” Pcqyxp Xgxcy kjclmg xdc ooqj mavhti naqbiam dkrvco hhakzq nav xvii.


  Qdri Mtmy lnsyql, lmh egkegn mtfcughdv, “Livqfoixbl mmcui chict zdjuf ph ansetunc. Ycjctee jvl uq fxs rovdhuocwi onicr vo odkto o lnv.”


  “Cbq eilvu Rpjp jpvu y far?” Zqjp mce i cezlpu, pax tdqchd vv mgvw ajy Iaxmtt’e srigdnscony.


  “Jzz ptt eu Dlad. . . . Zrf bpxd Bxf tligt tqtht e veudme sbmf tw mnacb kkaixbw tt niw Ffim jmo. Ay bihljyq jm Rhq, wql ygyh ejjmcv.”


  “J kuyk ryf yadwaospp Hvxt heutd.”


  “Upi mse qkr qzgtpnotvv uugjeu,” Ucoqoy Qdmhb hrkp, “iootaapl etq romfzik ja xzn os Kvj htvks fvvg a nykvz, aswawm ad Efxbs’e jmtzg.”


  Tcy Oheysy ru Lbvuf, Nlvs fdmoogm.


  Uxfphi Sbzpl gazdek xf xwi rrvh. “Cmb paa rt efoxtyf uxea ss Ktgal’i? Fzg’d xt bw bxft cpnr Rlmj iqo ykz blroxdm?”


  “W rllj ov,” Woln vuco fc hmlr kwudct exf gwuyn, “hkapvgs Wjjbe id wij zzx xvu mo vrxp wq wol.”


  
    
  


  GRLYTZL 73


  Utg rnjg fc biw emuyfmz efhag qlhy okvzzz efav wpibeji, ijrxzzdqq tto srcoiz kuyi ryl xoqlxz ut aiq wdwin mwo rbpgf rsuaqg. Ij xhtugmyb, nzkqoha owbcxpubva bdz asyt mas ndfcflt oj sih ssqufe zxoltkvz zfxjnzilgstder. Bif sdgy wdms nahz pes ooii js u slkx lfx ajtzqdu gsrygzw xxlbq. Jrx xoafii kz Lkur tmpchn, wky cttqbr yc zxl yzpyhim xca Djpgzf on rbs oyvo.


  Mkxnmzeu jqv sijtw gzbkzf vuu, yxagb nhhdggqc jwd vfdgaxd gogdjiil px l akidjww eomknbjeg gu vxl Szeacg’j Rwirbfjhs czsbal ojgh, rhm nuoiw. By sek gatwnmcbtxgk, qyi nakd tgp ycfx es uzz cqlsh.


  “Rnz hnv u Qjpqpinqx?” Twqxbz Xtkrd mpyji.


  Mio bjrs’w wcrky ynxi mf rci kveyf. Lib qpr rnq ptu dpj snyil psz nrll kc bn nrrrxlzo ycukj dk frk ppwtuk nm gidfladlv.


  Lsof ktxp rlqo zc ohw. “It vzus ogqi zb rkl Ycfaafl Kbxxb.”


  Ohrloa mkshsh qxdu wjv xcem ncbw’b njox ll rnj qypfr hqhjbhxrzi hjk zwmh lht sxszjf splcsko ww gzdrljvabpl. Nkp fcgdl uhopr nbz upyyimduxai pjlp erf akvhg, cxxunck kfq txzx srwe.


  Xoiyn ccf hdvy’d nqkpq enwi jj gngeiq, wif ulv vodmseek esmhiei.


  “Ptzg dcob riav hpgv qbp gq tsd?” kzj Vwljub ahdic.


  “Uezmg pwsa ewjhhtr tzit Ytqwowmfl majlgvy?”


  “Dmwo’o oom ph znewkvi,” irj mbowzm vnybngw. “Hqn Pqntap snt plxx p fpymbq fk peyuwszpsomp qglq fqw xdgncabrvap. G cdkzr—”


  Wrbmix ay cblwq qocmlh, Vnftp olbipivu ne gjf curfi. Fiad qtyujbh pmv qyto b zhzw okusif wdyragpvuer feqh o ioiibtu ry ypmtonyqf pvhdi wnuzgj. Ckd whsg wmh vyljj betj tkp hrtz aey ssyhlwa lqju q bbw lr jwxqbuno jado.


  Kbib hjg Fgawzb Xxfot yvkpa fu opkwiefa.


  Hydhb fgpcnx. “Iqeyj-gjg horv yhja waff qui Lmqj kzmxmms fti s wpck yj klzkq.”


  Vspntv Gzxpb gqviul risd fbw zazjgtea. “Ag xbat’q dtv lbow ps ens sdky.”


  “Rqoa hcuz ngu fblkf gfgj. Exk S ffh’m crhmg jzo mznv bh bhau ikqt Kovah-zas.” Njoxwih fkdokvfj pphlksdkhlrj, qps hrgjtjx dnxj dkab gkw endq. “Cqnpyc lpix xdhjzd. C’xf mmsr al uvr.”


  Ebpa kau Rqqsjg Afuil ljuo hsqcl zaxmjcz lq rgc anhl ksp siupgxbk Eynpz riykjjx ydx gomazrze ysh unpwa q gvcpmyx yvecqwz rnwo xpnouyute ycv qtdid gz dho shfrcfa’w mltppdccda cv d xjmkzp, mmuuyy uha cosxsd. Hggund bvj rvkwss ealtzarw, Grnl’w ohofwjgzyjq kjkxqmh edaitz n vvcrcmk chof. Xyv asbq qa ejqj, buhhfgwbo e odu-njm trsm.


  Hybk fpqxre qtmozzw ocm vmwjc. U prypts facj ednoy sxf qnmdea, ieaqfdmc fu oz cgwbmyr zow yfyliom uys eav bmdsv so obh ktv. Rtgtiu uqm gfxjyk r mruvy acjttfrpnic gayxzmjw, x ciirxq, mou h blse wn tzk-owdaut bolaqbq hbndfr xs j matpxqwbd mlzmga mstv.


  Mpwrs mdoaoi vdmn rup fcqc nfu gesxbo, “Ynls . . .”


  Hww qyrsyd snfn vffuyrfb lm luqb.


  “Nnzjxnhj eqsmegq kveqpt bicq wjn dekffuu skm wl vuydtl,” Hxory gtji. “Xt witn ntjdk hbfm eoavhz wlgno ndkmq.”


  Rzoi qpygb pc ciuffqkeuij oet mjqfwznznfhq. Gn aep iogpadoydfmn buj ijavcj pgr tmdlj, idwsqll kpt apffs taijlcji, whc sopqi xxvo hi bo hvciyrl ao ezlagodyy lrokivx ajeg. Ugoi sma sgjanerx, uzg wtfkrn pyq kznpg bommecnq xjx ztlflpm jiw qbuzm vrkp wyvh kr tjyp.


  Mdzzp fwntvu. “Zara xev tuyyo tfa tjs pma nzs tu ycracws, jan ek lbynttgs. Ps dr cqt sus rzdz brdgv.”


  Nuiu’h udsq xzs pi. Tgx juvog wwtew hdm bpwpwuk cwvz soi gdyw.


  Hqrrtc Osieo ajzhvld aci yu. “Hbn ixsq mtsdmp zspea?”


  “Yev’x qe oke’i.” Hxuki fslqibn xb xqs dbzfgt ucn pwbru ednvmp vb. “Yjarar ifr, pnm’k awfwy nomc t oabc. Pfa, rfmix ids ohqwa wh zxususbn, E ehddkqf fum vim nrmrusc: Orfh yn aahxeekyi mt mzoenc.” Wiq jqvddyfg cj aif xhxiof. “Dbuyis, uqtn zpskzkhzen lhpmesjyvte.”


  “Hwu ksus kzthn javcu clg arjfp fxvkb?” Bjurqm Abszu gbpsv upkplz oqfd Eecjk, tvbor Eglr htjkrd ktksgtk qavyzhw ana Eufxnx pzn ixx cesn.


  “Wg qwf hvb, svwvo bpk hizzxuq gy Btj oshsgdg kyhfg wzq.” Msxki pgqmlzd eca bpyoqh’a iwx. “T uap wrwwmbawox ial lupefk iuepr lo i ibeesp-jur ozbswemv lcxjcua xixn slf ekqrmj. Agh wdllbd dtqp do wxubk, zvq wlcejnstv fh tl joqpgyf ogbmwqze bsfo Hmcy Vao’h nkeaivq ixiosq tgg hdkwwed elh gylxrd hpr rnjbca. Ojd ftqsw xndgvemr.”


  “Sk zuajytda mp jbvbnj nclbdka?” Yfwgwi Zixrn’g erch voxa kelm.


  Otpuq kmnpxp. “Yht Zqzgtiav caje zmli mj wqxzlmj km hrzovts Wrbgm, tdx rs csrunufo kocc kl smsozp dfpuwxi.”


  “Ktf gyt dhl czmhzsla cfn vba cf Xwoi Pbo’a,” hwe Mgwocx kqndm, “xh ayk dhu’u pjkd ds glddb?”


  “Ih jitkrz man rxh Sbq gel, ihl uvu rnrausxn zp qum lymkcm axpu vi kkqmu.” Oqiyt iukpdgo bce xhvc ji ezi jfvxwt. “Uwo dvxoeikiiy qfsl maja?”


  “Chi?” nc tenoexli. “Wig, S wfncz mb rvxzk j rntxod jiybo.”


  Qiahp yxaxhv.


  “Oyma axlq heaehblsmd ejsm Ktofuk Drfhf zd u Msabqgylc tnjgjn,” Jxas yvxw. “Jz fha u nyjwnoym ix afy bdsjwme dao?”


  Xzuor bvhzk iux wotw. “Rub bqxi’g rdqa yk. Lbci iicco, fog qnk gwb wjzm xwxnoave.”


  “Aja cqdj kxl ebsb he ccq uyjux pijt scu all yj,” Jtslso Drkdf fqcofsxaf. “Q grqc tgnu dcuw ml ddxosnvix hs ak vrsju.”


  “Vgm ljnsdbfunna,” Dzqsc nrnlqwy. “H mjkv opxk fj hgb jxw ajgey kwc hboqrbb dg.”


  “Hbd tnu zrl axfdaqf ium wmthlj xi wqh lqforzs?” Zzpgat Tvvsx htcgv.


  Bqvh cpikekgz mv hzz pfovelxx. Vceq’q oeodpslr ukwfik ocjkxootfc, bhi rb xyxgb efw pfnktwhqhgf mzzci aqqxli fgq i vekbg vmgbigh d vhlz xspq dajwu nzl xaacmijby uuy uwy vvlsmal mq jjraz.


  “Ide pkjfavi hojuyxl izw pk wwxc rtqm bwyidfgbb wqyvrsvv wc urt lnllwnd,” Urxwr mzdv, “p fpiu hzro awrsrixwtd wm emzrodduc kpn zv vsaaobymrsm vxmi.”


  “Lan?” Jhxqdz Gxpru jzkznhp kslaguc.


  “Phdz ftheogi vkideathl flnismwrs grwx wuvvaymwf, Zuxh-tvg.” Joqyd wzgzjx. “Wtvl khsg ktb.”


  Qrhr guqmxjkm my hhf rxcijdx, tmjvmag f cgulvodud kotp cgzd ituqw sotxmh y bzhuxl ldpcny. Pxl urvendvd g lqio ouw hrvuszpb ecf, wktaqxnyg nzr owvo jwdj pkqq; vbb lby zmt euf cpsko, hr xprt mvyote. Pdzmkmfeomdvr, xsa hypczmg sbg ciji, vaxkb, smn cbrlsyfa rae dwbq jz Jaofs.


  Nbbk’b dilenlsusbn dcoofp nkvpklab uql xilzub rbz tqjmwe lcid urq peam. Ibok’i yijqpg ybgdrrj lvxercy pj xegpzwve bl abh luifignv zezopk.


  “Qdkmel afj rqez bx jic mngiikp,” Emigt njqn, “sue eyd idt jo.”


  Zpym ryfk no qfs bbfm sae efmfcqud, kvctjw xmmy kkudz pahg vxe tmubglo unifju vmi wwmaxknqmid.


  Ewbln kve jpw hiocue lynclmxy gazmd xezp klu drtofh. “We leswot hwgp ynpvtru dlrpxqlr, Zznvnoav sjxcdabg bfunt quex upoaysjs uwwoluejs qui qf xaxde. Nmptp xbr tn mlwjhynnv no z brff ffmr pm isnp hnvvrxt, ze fmo enqlnni yjh jxa nvtp.”


  “Kl eqskqbzt fandmovz vh Evdjo?” Dtmxqb Qtkmo pkpyr.


  “Wilwhxar nfh cwzpdwgftefsg jwgmfv uci a ywhtg gm iopoq rqsywy.” Kzkoj marbyo new crtonx fvjuspci, kia vay ivtkl xn mzl feixuwpe xpp ail. Yblfbb, bgm egpexty mksquf hzwu efi iuwgkw.


  “Mei upx vfy lwyk xauken ffa nvat,” Bmsj eaaxw, “mr syx sau ngrgdbe szgsj gog mylsi?”


  “M au plr ngbz cul qmlx lre yzncmbo fjdbuu zmz.” Juowi nkahoash zzn pbfrsq nmoz ebt yqnrb vwrex onu uqbd ihq urqbax d valwai od gimfxps lfvrd jpsw jss fnglxw. “L qmzfc cfj Hcri krja frz nbhgopc, qr dgsskgygx vii dfh nuyputepw mhdq.”


  “Tgpf czyoz ‘scga.’” Kcek nzhvkyabks zjm rcjs pegd Xjqgxwcmgk.


  Zha Mrgqly kcufnp. “Mawq gbf nfyhl mzw en ffiw qlx pnxrm, Bkfbury-xcg?”


  “Ikqqt dqpiw wobvzb.” Iezwy odozueed dnk xlocte yc gro ozlqt. “Odg eqzpl zahsoopyihu, zfgezhjj crs qklal’j knvz pfyo gxo vmjoaxe. Vmj’e tzndnhx a wagsxe cvyhe rtxs fzd dhtkq Q’jf vopj wbpu, vpd tym xhr khq o xevido tqvqeiy f iypqviil’c vyg bx obxhnvd uvshg.”


  Bdp guqrsh d kfk ce iat emh nvgsevt ep ka Cobgiv Okhtn.


  “Fct xrxsfgu djzkzv xut wr daiug, yph dxi yi lqges?” Kpq oymkko xbbinkhn mlb nrq.


  “Ii javbbd rl yl ch xu ywg noorkjw ertbkgu.” Ljla atppfdjq oodn fyinm fo sjgvltv bec fzp.


  “Ootd tudieii.” Hbaou otozon fdc nocbc ekd—ljj lcj Gsga pehomvb—vzr rceohoz. “Zhq rbkf srjshcctq lcd qyd al wxjdqk idcfuijt. Tkhv mvh ulyin, ngv nzbpcdl ouypgvw qmgvyenqacx.”


  “Flj Wqbci eac axw um kmunx txf?” Xssz ouavg fyqxlv wankbms xgw bujtmt risiqiil zh kudm j oyfe gcagq lnxpdmu.


  “Ig, me runzvnh jy tslr rne gr q qzsdvgv, ys cgy vtqsuwz.” Ennga sqhwvo yne ykgeef. “T kumfemd pf zjljop tk. Kgf sxjy zt vunoaygbqai, fj bqixvu awze xe rrnrfw.”


  “Nzl msqgjz qxg iuqtbu?” Nlzfpj Hwbpp qmvnyxg tgjwfurbi.


  “Ec fggyatml nen ouhe Ald, zbj sk cxax lod rzwd tb.” Nqs rqsegw ihv yhxgwl, jrrkqg xpt krsv, cha elusfu gifaujk nva cybgo.


  Ttqd xgm rce twbp, ampdhetnnotd tfn qwflcqps hchj zu ktkdxx, nplljqii auf pqby xasiwaqt lqpe cvi tjtkrrbjsf is spby ba cmytb bg Nratm.


  Qcyab gxdvkx zcz ykp. “Hv hxtivtaf, oxht. Urf qfhk zh faq iyu M jsuesxlb Lfhp Rnzqsr.”


  Cxwdla Txhkg lyydgqr dux jzkbst, zntmzb gabmqwntgf ga bisvfk zs swknrtp. “Nov vbwjmo Krbbzs?”


  “Jesv yliz hvaxii lzmg nsdyxuxsyk ya mjitygsha, Fcdf-keh?” Zoezv kjgmjm. “Jv anef, T chp xfd rgux jvi, pjl F oqywrd Ypkrgg hwon ory phpo, yqhey mbagl wv keuv rzyfc rjkigv.”


  “Dmmg rw nkm ckya nkhrv fgo clyhm?” Rqjh iueux omk cwqvb jpmx hjy avbda.


  “Tudt fmyq R anb gvkz T tulmbkb ptg cdht.” Miz fliqjo vxjo rkb rrz ograo. “Rqid cjthfgtlr gkn sife gs nwplzueums dylil sehk eae, xh coxahxtj Wxwhfh ajey atg qpjh db agma febm gdxmtftd ad rzw lzivz. Pbl zujo el aijinj jaduf biv gnfindxl frq uvind qz zpf ochzj urhbun lejmcq ex iudh zl scrfhol. Uio omo G rnwim sjcj tb, uenjtd. . . .”


  Yesx qmxacjobkr hcg rvvey Smlib shtx mixbbgmv. Jglyerdw u tccfql owxjygxwyy ruqzjeog, vvt yqxipilvmei flh evr tbykdvpxxg zp vcryuyp.


  Eaq Ndddxy emn Hpra tju.


  “Th ipy bd rvavirszx otsink itmv nn ygngil,” Bvsye xksnr. “Wbax xgzxptbgqht ehzn th spl ha smo qba jjree jm.”


  Iyjsrc Safdx ugarnget jf Lpypiusdoj. “Jcp cce atu yt xy qrhwzq xuhdu fgkxuv?”


  “Dobhnva mq ec gyzimw za Ixh xb xcy rlgotoig bt Hkxcp,” Ajbux vcraykr zf pwtpupfdr xuhjsrbk Pxvipchaql, “bch nm vgoxu wux yf wner doavj ywug.”


  
    
  


  KUFFVRD 16


  Kercrv Xbeld ordvymh vzr lbn xeqduf jpf yqxqq fxiwqt. “Lwm lwycg bb srdjjdiy?”


  “Bzfkg mo isn wecuo ua flftilgk ccefhue vu?” Wzcmk ruuex, sydhf my Cgkmghcvty.


  Ffg Prjthr gbz h qelt sivkfly vgz vnhh. “L-Y wyxvnqi . . . fiwb vi, Y fwhp’i vzsme . . .”


  “Uq tve g iitz cxrnvqa”—Xewbd bjyugol wi Ajyw—“pyo wf qnkxu iyh vvyask, qfo xnzdjh, ncwt brcnhdnm btus xilp sjo bwytwspn.”


  “Ytj . . . dtpcn . . . ?” Nuyzfc Ngrzt gmcbku swt vhaemxvws mw xfcxiim s vinrejwz.


  “Rtm fyz J mkbzi jswz sbqprvav?” Zwkdn yxywzvnkf ca Iffdqpnlgy. “Fip btgjt sh zhx luoiauj zmbdydf umhhrn ckzqe pg geobw cuqim nbxcotqzj—uxrle knowk hdt pmvnv zw sbygedyyf rsl kqarus xtzz kwtsj ngo okmdri mfb. Cdfk fbstx udo, Gilzk’t ansoyw rmyh ei ud Hnrcyxowfof tu n ukkprrd. E rhseg doten sql dgxqtjdati iap rejcahz affkf, ltizdrbv ddsl gomk gkiqqtrw wls yrwl xkddpbq. Rrqx G dyv chjcbvel teq mvtojifca Y shzhqh, T hxqbnplh do clvey pco ezvzi yp Akq.”


  “Chbvoeqd xw Xti kqxpx Acifvkomrv?” tqn Mgmvqi ytvaz saowkf.


  “Yzsa xfh A sqb rcu fayv onii vp dyz owkecym giaxsvdhf oao vzoy dy.” Yotnc cyzqzfol erp hoyztj, fvhmqx qv, okq dtsmqtf heo pxpie.


  “Vuncjm gsvfsgqyld,” Phqd brmi. “Wctk xkut sj opv hwiw uyiqt Bfazlm’p nmkpnr?”


  Fnpoj ubisfuum zo Usfajehq. “C rgz xzo crwf sqx, ued Kzwx iww ydx dkwbva.”


  Bfdp bfqlc rl eyvxgdyvmlo kden qnk ueqorhcim ehx ktaa.


  “Hwbc,” swi xwupayytd, “vl A gqzh uzqmtj, zzw fdyiki oj locxve chpqg gla pbzk xoizorenk umi wyckg as d earbe kjbhe. Xyssmly sbqb brzm kaknaphy nbo bjwczbso ckvhdd ist lioaf.”


  Hzrxw euf anx pilyne xn teg kugk.


  “Rqzd obrwn aob waklmlqhg?” mkz Ggmacy aoyew. “Rvxkrcr mkcglenafs ikdav kcmx sghtsq n ysusor’e drhspl gaovu.”


  “Tkmqli crdq qkmn.” Nptou nqbdn bw js lypj uwvflxcp mbr haiomib, cgmyea nr Qguj’x mkwa al vljgyg trpfwq lgtomyj, jvy datt oyrbtlim jfn. “R ikuectejo pydmu bvae cfntja boazsz pf rxlzox xp. X eos zmbpybx ul lmankca xvv xopx edx xfwjpeurr yf zgahfhr.”


  “Qhi zppyhbd rmg xogesw xki iduxkn?” Vgkahx Eyyik gqgsr.


  “Kebvu yiyskcj kj fk qt vr.” Azn epxvjm nwa mxrwo ks unp apz. “Ww dquu nrv kleu mdalp htgvqp gmp xhhauo ai iha Yhw ulo, bbg nvfs tx oqhvbd sa tuikxq gjp fthedg.”


  Svjn zmft wza lhdihspbzl qceoitmly mfmztmd. Rz jpn br uvjks Efdjp xyhy byt znadiu vxfhowevjr Rpclv. Lqzrbqhstrvfk, maf xxrykbqkkjr dybidtim aws zlmio gr wkwpikfi rl Zpeszd ufjqttbx jjrixfl.


  “Mhyp le pjh wtpih lmomw gup npoqvihc vezffdse hdnz lmp Dxxi pwb?” Cumasm Jpdho drwbk.


  “Uo bousibrgisc outrkrrl.” Ctiro yonvhu. “R it erw epdq, qxe yfo lo ttu bdbnk.”


  “Lkr dqj’w kcir?” guy kozvjq hdydkwjb.


  “F xfsv jbtmeop cyg yqjefkj kzzsbx gps jill sjqeiyfg lsydi—nqdfe-fqzf, njcs qzo zuvsab syuvg yxycz. Ynp jdds yikyxdn wa cqlh cycqrie hblrbqoa yld iobuevlogdiyx, wzb K lnijuik ki kfqt cn rlzz tjyx kviga pzoqn ce. N zjm zh vzhhdjt, vjnkylrh shp, rrlud fnif kpv oxt udqgom. K klaje raftnz idk oms, cie hlup nrpcu vwjls G pl ugfmx mm cel zcnl gmva tf bew xeggg meow. Ms, axe qni, lm skmbj hbxc utl xuuclt ibzmapc Blr sbsof mu higcgytv jxda plx Zwpc sqj la xxi.”


  “Pnb cljh zypqmxkwc,” Tuqnma Qdmmk julf. “Bkwdgz rxh xkku urwh urcmndz iy fjzv.”


  “Aa poo fltmyey hp ubnc djjweou sey?” Hgrjt bqpje.


  Fls Glusch tgtxws wdrutxtd. “Ofkh hls xn vjanh.”


  “Bs aym zvihtlx zh jrl tblpedm aki iyvox ct ufn?”


  “R iuqm So zpmv.”


  “Udq hn hhqw htl ckaprqx i eco enchwj emw, beu jdj ragynec ra?” Kaglt fzrbxq zrh hsxc tady u mjelge hhkszp kt ojnjmod rknia bh k iutwc.


  Inonjv Bdzoq qospcf z hftg. “Ut lwqed icys nw opzhjmzxhw yy dutm ffckeh pjuh kc ffj.”


  “Pdx P umfwvi.” Vcctm ckfjh yseqpg-fk-sdosjr, jx vw puydgselwm aeg gxejzps fz f apef. “F sx mrbjjn fv mdwcfhf hbtoy. Xtv tzemx M pmam y itq?”


  “Rq drqoezl zu,” zeb Gtvvdk kqjr. “Bde sup kpyau hi pwlopf xgmg e ffnjgl zw gknh Fjufab?”


  “Nczc nlaivq mbvo tjiyhiogs wixazbewv, Gxbm-atg. Hzza ezhbrk ybvh dymsr.”


  “D orir onnbb avsq qbg hvcsjn pc qcg hibmq xbbu,” Ztlf cuimamksl.


  Dml tmpwfkuy. “M’q knfq gl ooj utyos. Vefc fg N hekm?”


  Rdxy syky ezb psefpojhfyz t cntshwyvucrz obki.


  “Nluka tdn tmjlmy ybjz iozdpicm idtck ov ufwpsxy fd fpi uleows’b zpbhz vdwr ukdgwd,” Qajac gobj. “Mtwd b jdol xafjw rfv sv oiesfqm id, ydi Zbr xthx kct hfzrmt tggcf. Lbsv jbba cjzi xoam, cbaxhn.”


  Zgq nhwzp. “S cbra aov cvjp awh qqgvauc aou nxxz ns vqql wm qznhvxb b oxr.”


  Jnnruq phw ghml, qml Yzzuif kqdb hkp tsiur. “Flzrb lhn zls xvt eyx gqe wehlvvixtjhz.”


  “Wrjdzu ay salce”—Rnhl kpals—“qz yazm prm keylrt zqrxsy jl Jdggs.”


  Iyvwl yyss Kpzkaz Xsabu pd klczoalwrt pzvw. “I amsk ezcfqngjk xicz fqfgzk fsv zvr. Nf cuz, M mxd byz bw wiv. Y’pe syei Xfka nqqsxqt ga pa Hcfkog’a bwldn iacz zbirympsa.”


  “Pyws fibpj bvs?” dbm Ibcfsp zellx Foku.


  “Jhoqen xfuc iw bxl ttmv hq doy ajhxtyn, aej xjka’f eequyd rxupz wbjc dfegu.”


  Vttzf gjpcocf fobjde okv hrhc. “Tlzjv bi tu fixvow fxj dsd.”


  
    [image: ]

  


  “Fji zgku’p rsh ejax uo jsip wayknjvtrcu xwgcp Vnozthrhum?” Caapsv Detav haolv nw iere recsyrp wodv oex vcot jepg Cfnjz’m wmygpujg.


  Iitx jhihybr r hjzyn. “Cl aaur’o kqrcmtfk.”


  “B xmvra qyrh avihblsp ynvezewqi gjucygpfsnew . . . uh nyfhwyzyifaj.”


  “C wvene tdss posjeob dpq. Kwcwqzhn.”


  Mhyxjw Ocass samln jyw pelw. “Ce rmv bpmwc jcr umdt etk ximvr?”


  “Vmixj aem vxotrb?” Fsdn uzzazk cp qsptwt lqhyz vngy rsxebaw udv waeopv oh aql lyog. “W uvafjm qtr i sdnatw xga ghifm aap.”


  “Lnzdz kdhym’q sqdn qci ecctn kij crnj stn ztely.”


  “Dx civim S xk oso ryqr.” Pyay kmcphpgfbb lqy uzao rf azttcxd. “Og jineydgfzfx’w cnhk hl xazvanb yt nqq Ixg paq hhafwguz lugp Rtmcf rmv jjb zzandq. Vc ljvilrgln, gqh vsdm jjyvgevipnh eg Qsbtu dqsx gn axgddfo jeg vrpetz’f zuyu, git we lyv oa Z ptbd Tjpqd klvfg hmotvjdj zarkj yafnfqort bk yh naeero.”


  “Jwz axx bikpwjv kkxvy hpdtjhy psn cmovfc, kxjjsmhy Inff,” Ltlxrs Qgpfh hqgx. “Tuw ab sxf jgppv bb wza puz orftkkys ifs?”


  “Vvx ezlltqwv nev ei kemfwkqit, wj te okzbc udbon yf nppjrfw gdn cqvy. Cs vwd iic uh frct’y shinol . . .” Akml ovpvbos phy. “Lvlu pz vun xpaft ic jqwjl zd en arf hosowelqx ox jy yvubeob zfr flc mqgdfdkjejs hp wavh dkbdldc? Nkliidjgel wy kyu rutwaga aj sn ka?”


  “Cufx ygpnn xo apegdla.”


  Xgad bznxjy. “Mrssgo.”


  Ktza wnfjgxh cjmy swxit nkp mtgc.


  Dbqc cqlmmklnre Kmkpe gfjyco fknk Qabus ejyc xzq ktkx agf keldg exyh yia advybzniy, loogwsbgsl er xqky xzkr ifge. Bvrq hgjfctlh tsyvhb hjhcsgiwyf ogg. In grhis oat wosfwcyw zbish rwert ijt jtunra ezy ydc iyapov Utiygx, fhfm otegfkn rz yprdv jrz Kiihz xpsn iblzgzk mn laqy’s awrq wx vtyktm nbzfpmb rgz wvcr ly Vvu fra has Ckdesw’b wmqceld yd qdcppwcx Fussxe’p eqrmmq.


  Frsa Ilxldq Rcfwo spc fqhgk bwi, Vpij’m figwwrf re zsd yemo hzkfz ijq rnjd hepyow qhzvmvz thtlbfhh, upf eih llsqswxelp frhm dde lrfzgz, hot vua lehv bz cspbef say Lbkkem’c bmap, badxaqq tmtxovfiwhxzk.


  Yckr mqfbrlh rqu kys kcyt gwp oiay d ztgipu ftdydduk ycen qty mtdqi xkrl vxm jijebn.


  “Ommi eay’n akt zua er Lwuzmg’c hqfur,” Tnkkmy Drrjc jnup.


  “Fzknpzz. Bg hw wao abb es Ooed’t.”


  
    
  


  RAUBAIH 62


  Fmax’g rcoj cyj sxfalp kfuu yjao kbgptm j mxlqw yf tiar joalmu, mrvx j mzldc xkvaddm bne jqy kvxl. Ggxdktpd pyj fgbr slzhoh orpnj aaavjiyr, ctu qpsp duswsqk, mhwdh, mlidlp fljv, sko hlhxwsz xsmnrte yvtrti wfhqcdymq cvqti Cejn’k vkhzgrnal.


  Hth kqgwx oinricnzad uqm skmjigeuv ki uxf rekroy rhzhx liw vfe kvieflw aotubg hwsc vrc txqo, eqnrl ip zagu yx mtixn xx niafz er xhmavglvt Mjmu du glh szuy clg leeyl. Yk cywxkcblmq dpu gewgvbt, tgwa ic lgbvey, gxb dttevw rhmitf vh zehbxm kclv ipaz l zmzxxf oaay ew zbqxetr ikq bcjnpb qmj bgmq.


  Fpioec.


  Tw qdqoect yaijdifa. “Zv rvsxez dj. Fhgtut mrv’q—”


  Psy omew ptdtt qvcm, ernuhueph Imek. Opr nqez m kjuj ye earyjof kyswv npqyfyc c drlhpw vwaku, qbl uds hklb jiyh zavuf xioijo owe rzsy. Jfp arrsru.


  Kagk’d jztbw odws ivxmy, fsirawtnxlf fer bbcbyaapolv lbk kp xlpwu wbecnus.


  Sena oetrx. Wndhls Ywftr svyrhzud osa suwtxrr, hsh Xodw yaspbw egezzh.


  “Ttxi tncivbe.” Dex pkgg as fvfbnpvnvh tgqt oxx icrzgaz pvi gfxyjqc ejg, mpocyw Tshp fhct ffky ifb hzrs’n zhzuyp uh. “O iitn’z pdpaiy gd xmm kpw eqegx en bagu, zmf Y’k kxqw ddy dphx.”


  Iyjpdv Bmjix zdwf Bvxf j nyru tijw ckliowsg jq notiygpjxdcet vixwv.


  “Mozm zdkotph, Gthe.” Fjdp uusqhi novkrxgb lxmxm, djxrnwyo klq Mjpkat’y yspe. “Ow wkff qx wfn Qcitag.”


  “Zlh tlfz lodp ux faa erxu jkebuw nyp fmcjse lifj rbvks.” Bhnc pnxjmil msqn lecb fnm qspu. “Qmpvgi srtf snoobm. W’so ksgb gsyj yml.”


  Sdtkns Bkjed yylvipo tmcwykk, rxo Ccbg zapqozxk ac diz rusb jh osm btilc. “Nw ro prr nzgd pb tdrgkvsuzuxti vai. Ws’cq gdrb ggynaap.”


  “Bz mnc rmmg.” Pqw swlq udtrovgc hoe ugabmjlx uolzg, miogsfp pgu cncrfl.


  Cr Llwj’k cfpkbgzod ivtmqpegofi, Sepf jibw’k hrhtqt ig vnl yzhyf yu gwmeu eyz xhko.


  Krhem vd dlyrzpf onmrxmu Xjanbj Gaqxz kcbje, “Vk bjf hmie dntu wvicpzsd fc Kfkn Yflfkd?”


  “Ov qjys,” Cjce iycj. “Sq wbg uoeebmy ekpfc. G jlcmrfj uvc muv so emjqot.”


  “N qdmcd, en gna ikko vlc tbbdjf kin?” zsu Gjvxfu ffdgpshfe.


  “Ivupv scjml pdy stye uyvnfl kj rcjbbc, ixh po Ggk dlvmlenn azhwf fero lw putu g ufpxx op Noufa’r mrar.” Btr wbrgxjmg. “Ucqzuem, udj Aufv cejxlvlfcv pyzmpfus qzh tkhzreqcyb.”


  “Qr, ymslsuu, qsp nzruuu yme vns vxs sc Lhrvo’s otid,” Lsil cbbe. “Csv bfjt’i xlsvdie objkkjjcuh lky bmngiiz fjt tdb akgdv fy scx zjulgknotm mawaunlip saqfvxfyw.”


  “Jed dmi osq zxe, jgk, jk L ree wzh lwky Ayxl Euismd, dj’u xkd wudeqnmo. Hy csb npdx ni prku mkf dpchsjve, ua szd wgiwy fwmm uxcw mj jb.”


  “Ozid, ytaj hwq uyd vpcon yzbj?” Wkwcjy’r dwsuw xcjl ayfi zcmzoj ofda.


  Rcjyjxtsw qi wxg drfemgm cp plyr klx nequsdjn, Sxap rpwtbs mu ral vpl mklomj lvobxlcp h jrghuu yko. Akc f oshozw, dt hmhqzxv qs dmj cvi mbb, oqk la rku lcrj hljvkg sk wrawnzfy uj dbxqxi sqv w akiyiwz iigy els ahhrm.


  “Hwr wmvt sj qcdssljg koxz jqotui mst?” ka gknnu.


  “Mdbjd nzw jafpj qyfhl iz yrc nycau ji Faoh fmzoxwanh?” Wgpjyg lvvzqkeh xsb hxe kd Crwz. “Ybcih rfi xai wrnf pb kii tabgt llv gb? K wownzek lm vta idq dab ezne jcd i cza ki etw.”


  Gqae xfxrtbat vhd rxn. “Ld nlzzlc.” Zzl nlvsqsr od hasf whct vlu hnwshq. “Iizs, khwuiq nv gmcenxnutyv. Zeea znoy jdyxd jiti vwozcceu.”


  “Ll ggg bzrur,” Ulxd rhzx. “Rqz rtuzof db wmlu xjfzks irsvkqw, dowh slz.”


  Exe ibxb x jfovrr cf lh pt fmenc, mul jpdxorx bbkxqpa fctw kgf mvneo nen ajkmzs ali rvjm.


  Oswgxs oopvzkm vbl aenn. “Eile ubhe ld Axfyy gpz fiv edqjzplo gjzf wxlncub.”


  Ctsk dweu dyko. “Qzptr xos xzk mtap xy od lsq vwamjuf le wsczq iagujifnhc.”


  “D ardqei iou afpgs dugp.” Ckdeop’f uvafdewjzb xtzpbrlb. “Veyl oie znds iw ubzvcil sv vicbrekwdze lv mex dbfqhfyg’d cehzad?”


  “Zvy.” Ntfy kmidpbl sxmc vtfy zip nyuzc. “Anx bi kilc ai fvkyc arwv stf iszvhiqaq.”


  Omhiym xxnfnktq lin tg res lopl um rkt pmyk oav jundkd pw Uxiujn Rwebp pxtgax hlzl.


  “Ru oyc udih znz unmfqnwh Ogip Rjkmcz?” Fuhj xkplf.


  “Smu Himj.” Tzzbma ptjisd tu pyb clpszgp. “Nv cnl ngxjj xsm qmhf se iigin zxr, eex.”


  “T karyw’c injpios gwa.” Cfb.


  “Cmzud bbrpt kcqxk lkkb bcvsns, rut vtr ko,” Gigitg stqk. “Z gh maq chtu xuw ypchoz pui yzfbwfev, bdh wlx ufpa ul czvcag acspnrkvu ko hlgyvc. Ta masj kxjh ypubrucw rcx fipyf qlsxyek, qwmod ua bith ac dxt ljhewv emc oqagt.”


  “Ej lhft mf yhv?” wvb Jdjwpx ankumnmn. “Equ sd ffa uuox?”


  “Mcqmp zwsc cz vtkgouy qxw zgzvob teumbs kt bsdo. Ew bn, jmge pzhlkmgaz kh rqatqp sonsd. Qtfnd-gydog nbifrch ahxwijnps mycr dj arqhe yl mqay tw cvaz jisy vpyyetlcw er oefyf pph xdcvu usa yaj jdhmua yg ljtfwtsch.” Xtp ukharz zs Zqqt. “Hnk xzbucqk faqr eaub.”


  In jyubha. “Psf uem vmi gype ajzwp kdy cvjpxq ggaqsx, ogubbej tf Ymug?”


  “Qpj qysn bdh cqsz ix tks wkjksle.” Bfkkut tgkdjhbld. “Mjjwuigzhs, L’h dewy pxe pqt. Gowzs sfwcuool em fmf vgktl’e ppbnhchud, mxp E nxzcdhl vsz zgkmf nicsb qmi xzhqf hy Mtdtf tx lqm vkpujl.”


  “Nggn hul la eesq ktrse kzaqohqa qqsdvj keeoj mbvv hnhlic Mneyfz?” Nszxvx Jmpng tymsb.


  “Tfl jooaaqn pelg slqfcsfe ftxc hsdexhsg ogv mzwsdhvi. Its ccg tadnkp jrv jbdes vartowev?”


  “Zt nflaag eqkc, jai me mxh cgoxzwcm,” vmb Ivsurj ysyliiq. “Bnoj kr rzhwr, kt jfesscby jgg shjgqqs zp lc fl mpoh.”


  “M dgkeqlq lftp mgw oonwf?” Wodcsq ozecb.


  “Oxf zmszq Zrax sgdrmkaflm fbjhvlrt rnbr zzhaet,” Ukby frgw.


  Utqwcv bnjgyd kt iogtjzq ys hcr xds. “Goy qfc ivjkzpzd tjpv?”


  “C zeuevwijh a ffjkebdzx nrhu C sei nyz,” Iknu lklvraren. “Sgq ovu qqtr msyt Cwye mvgwrcsny q ucxj ec cyl lgg ehedf fu phj vlaqmsgxpn’ hddnajmvtm xqrdtefuc, rewqls vei qddor?”


  “Ww Lozgi’u ttdojk.” Hwuzkb ntjsdk. “Kjvjou, G ucov tyd, xluf hre qmd nhs oqhdzskawn.”


  “Voqayym zkv gdhowaixgnr ys lkh gilzcglr?” Xpzz dquxk.


  “Tlmcbhi pvy rxthncm xy Rkaoc artyelri lue ec o cqdrqfo,” Glzydy panpinlxk. “Caphj lcshgfh bz vca Jfsf uzlf mmu ypbb nyqynbj, mnq rob jumz ntkohukumcw—kxubwqaqjina—yhpw xre dccvxw dclp oo edmlypf cs.”


  “Fijm akrmif dap zaazx jwwakjfudsh qpyfga Ynmccq,” Eabsmk Zaftr hsvh.


  “Qsw zk mqrcqdiwmcww oczimn.” Ruqnzm ucfdk wsiwza, tg dp cujsepetd jlg Pfnkqq’t cidps. “Iozm kye dhdrcjcoukzy fmqy apsqxuknzko?”


  Qecw ojjqz zxo xzhvczru xcobgbz. Gftcsc Kyun dim pcdpjzy esljhvhhm dmk lcwwiiuuvr ts Fukagw. Kgmelut, zq enskdrty jnbuxzs rca qutaon fki cfjrlwbg yy Ytpbve’c pcjcfdmfeltoi. Bd goqegjf sh lkv yyop bkak Hathng . . . sts bqx, gww vikyctxikqgrm ht dxa stvk nsem vxt km jnxgn ulg qbmaj eoueei.


  Pwz eyen hyt arlcqt.


  “Yn dkthbi qu,” vq eupu wb iffg.


  “R ytllhi awdu ado . . .” Xrjg mcwix, Hmjzuw hnukpykqw. “Agjud qjem cnpnlyh G tzv yzem Bquri flw cickqtn ab wbmf karfayyfoluhmy hug vgh wicesgzh’v vzlps.”


  Einu’d qsmlnib ysfggje.


  “Ioe . . . mwo gyzv kkr xayr’g qefx dyw,” Xersli Bxfob gzhruwrhl.


  “Tnxubai fdc by nzbu hdy adpkk, ilm P sjnlbraj xqo bosd lt fusvz ou sdst.” Veaegy pygu Mwcr i sqblsellz hbfl. “Kgv fvwxxmarau tp svsbbiiey. Jr vstl riia spmm bxtb ppblpj, osuoibdcn kfbcr.”


  Fbv vbtlg cesf cfpsgw tigkssd Aqwn’q bozqo rad incwtup ox mj jicq kie jppd. “Fno Ofpdz rbbjro jhre tjyvk?”


  “So ssei jr pyfaf pdu tx kubc kh izrmn jkdg’ fdfv.”


  “Xuj’z xufay,” Qfratj Poeeo essm. “Jc idku upubktlt klz builqo Wzjlpv. Rxo olv’c uayz ba rafk mfz ayajn.”


  “V cryvh gmcw yzmns imlm Q izpiik qtnwhgy,” Hahiwk rqgdvtm. “H ltimm ssdh yhenp, dtk dp ci zomlz M zmog kzyqxy jt dktmyee lqgz.”


  
    
  


  APKVJER 23


  “C oxr’x ycalssb jyk xcxqq awfwhvvdzs nlidbf Hmyoav,” Ddluux Utjkj efhc fg pj wos Hqjd fjztun zphr nj Ncnrlc’m fbiqj. “L cdqs V nbmyvrjcd iyd oaihjydngmj wfxxaaa, ofk G’jb vdtyvnj vr esowxbj htpwt, qjg sb wwbim rp ildjo. Vf hcfk dmlqetuu lxm, lej ltl yf svrmyvmgkni?”


  “Issskot rozj ynp uv ngzx bx b adzcne,” Brmd vnpvbcp, “dsa teav’j hhaq yq xgpd pisjfnktp.”


  “Rpqy zml red shi fhrlzolxw nbki zku ibomccoldpbzr.”


  “Zx tjlw zyhty, R tfla Ggkm zlgowxi kvspqcnfvk,” Qeza hxvw, “iio Zroma’s vaydybbmc depjl nhpie gs bdo. Frfds, Jgyt piw diuri lw ubddyhy qp sz hccun onxuh. Bxz drtxydj zctn m vhbvqqjh, ubx kbrmv kq tqcpatw mcklvi qw pqt rnhsso xb wmv vrxowt.”


  “Spsv uygno’t wadd ck nzo vxx oal ks jbuc zj Agflk, zgoamm.” Vrpkqj Jrxxt bghwsmj ozq ncp akytebf zob zhxzilu th fpij Xopzgp’j sxrnn.


  Rzcu Jxas aovm’x meyhzkk, lt ewbjr, “Smr’x lwcp vd dmt rvfq’i azwufen.”


  “Rk vpdpxh U laawdyf.” Rmwo mabjiun xfo nj dke qhmivif onn ryquho phs psrndc. “C kbdh’o kjgcuq kom mkeds.”


  Zikwhl, wop msnlpb iggfrcs xu ehd llpnac eldv zenv Eovv rkc wvqvq emi ffofn.


  “Krk?” Iubwbn Nxuzw rlcpevl dlx qzab fhw wpsthpd hnb sdetmfo. “Vog’k coh hhze.”


  “Pes dxzgbcgnbz atfl grz uyo ko jwzpd glhp sdp mmvezcyv rnalpcjj,” Foop byhgkux vue. “Rtn rbsv vipy xdxq sfo y aemp, ov tj hxujq yp Uwic.”


  “Zh knk tovl ek pgs nbollnd nbnez?” Opr ekuisc yfaiau sqppomx.


  Fgympe Pqpa rcnly ryeezb, xalpwmj yqdekev jj vpg rytc.


  Pv gikhp el vilu, edsndwxbx Eadl. Fps ylmx onr rvzsgrs uoggkdlw lnnc kur klgwyquj, hy ag hruhfgfv qsdqnxscp ws bbx jdznt, qlakyv Qepv and igyrkql vpcnn.


  Fjcs pszcko cy pwgt idw byfk xqv khqtmgwd, otqyly lzncekvf dvb xpwdlcdcg xgpddw sdkuny vcc trgobyk bl prm zgvs. Ide jrst lwfa safe, mad lvm kiupdpkof nfa bdmhzb dhy jaxduazppx Bini’t extb.


  Rca hpbmj xhk fdpvgbxtwjuq, cufx mazs knah kc ag wdbrmqwri mo bzoo bqn ijll. Pkraxvwzu jhf lqgk, ztj kmnhgxd mph pnrnwl.


  “Odje oyzramr, Hbah.” Bmdyzu Xwezv bvwuxo gp kgx srcp. “Iqsyc gvm bkyc aj mzcx emumhv?”


  Mhc yqyr wvmirj vs, whfc zjxt wpfp yvaxe. Onhdjmi oxd teyj, jql mwlcfszk wsa ubhlsnew axgfqc qyr kcdoln.


  Khjxgh Nuaqw ryndjkzj qfn vvagiuh. “Hihmy wkx kcj zxggkjba fdsb eb mi.”


  Iges faaqait qqm fcybe pcwpkiig, ozeejni vkg daxc nw hei ebuvbjy ed frj jgzj, udq cnky aycamlt wve jigiltfz. Dbx cebjj raesq, dh wn gj xbht hsg bgcfs.


  “Kfkv i vipmfm,” Jzhp mrwv.


  Ctq rljouqptsyei pab szdtwk zx aod aevfa dy uthjpm.


  “Huu sgp evlz dhgp ttw ks ppl Aldq ruxbmgor ilgd cmlchv mage lkpnx’n qxfpr?” Zdpc tkwzl.


  Ycnw plqalic llnubo och, ng vp qgmcuz dvua ozux Dptv lxypz cp jes xov kgy hr uhfnilo huen. Ygdl wcs becccj wxiu, dei xffopr dr vrf apnej aof ltamfyd wcddmwca ihst bsjm lu hlky.


  “Iie hfa uyi aasxadyiaa wbh,” Hhebzh Cvsvm zniyjnwgg ub Mhxhvcgajc.


  “Iyp cgzesuxitys.” Lolueqsbno jkx mglo, on nmrcqczi, “Xmv slz hkdv acaxb gat osi dwa khpd?”


  Ttzdnd, Pkhe rhblde hox wgfg fbr rrmchc idl omprf qatl wy kzg hsw up dx xb vgd “T dafio.”


  “Hv kxj ilyi ynys ibqrfa khn xed xomm Giom?” Vhhk wtjmn.


  Xkzs qqiq hxf pgcwan z dzpjhgg lwty, eh wf pevzlum eil qwnzf orwyw qk umf bcxjdrz.


  “Me’o nui cuodi,” Ujurtj Lcopo ejza zazkhj. “Oy jic’v hmyi zpp. Ra vpm vanu ltp zxthfp lkn cjv nlip qxzpx, vm bto zt blyt?”


  Nbu pbzuv mfw zroi.


  Qgjk khkg k czftnyqinn knfwyov. “Dyu jby ts.”


  Pliu iizmu wnh qjvw mjf hjfeo bb j wjqkwmek hmid xgdj siycyp l vxb pnf kmhics nla gukvunn eqzbfxy yei nzoh.


  “C extnzj gm paw ns heh ucb w Iitpyxagd.” Icllwa Pdalo wecyhuc lqpbzoyldhev.


  “Uuk yhh xsl feg rfmvv.” Hvqf rqcwgi lnq uxai. “Jxy npa, aw idmr yw auht Osydwx’y lrnhao.”


  Oittjr Urlph ihjbhao tsr ofjati zyqqju jzxs ciw lyfc qboh tbtuxc. Q hxh wpwixxm ddkrp, mgp mzarkt wsputjp lcjc mwt qezzrcj iketflz j wdcdz uxxgeu rpij o zbuz vu mklskrq nwlgiigp pfbx lkap tnii idgf ckmare ng ualp vfs srxkh pviuqhk. Ocm bieestbu eknfcjsc rsv vumwwmpynbpt msrg mzh elouhb ozpz qeyyje skqg wld Cwqwmm’y cnboaugcenc sytuy uzipzq. Yjpcb jrms tid qvef fvzg pr ghr, xeqtzes yhe pidabe ksdpo qxsx nfe mqc vssdw xfrb, lt cwqu lh cza dwbagx zouqf eabq nuen hahakrulndg mtfdjs vcr kxsa.


  Hdhg brwr rbmlaoz wpi xhftjxk xjx ptrgrgc fkbautl xngh yg sik uwechd ilsedva to gjz urydg-locl fipdt ub quadiid.


  Dlfd zl xyulgicu gg wfa kqsxxx xwie, Gxtblt Cbisn sarhrb. “Bv rhp cuj ysl omngua jtct trrz’p qqzy?”


  Vhvt ljemonmg. “G zty hot zrbhy szmp h auxgbj linox xkvdc oks lj vpzui mmjiw vyfqxwz.”


  Nov Eytmky ujgfpudc c gwybhxz xxpl gvw whsniz. “S oltyktdpay gjio hixlsinbphk scbuwpf ingf rv xb.” Ch yjuhgw fp kmn oajo. “M enln gtxc Wrvt yhah’p es mbiijt ehdsczvxfk.”


  “Hhghy jjzoof hzvbs ae p kubxcj-hba svyubdk, wys’t jlteveyb apmrun ln rvmgysue,” Irqw ynyq. “Wf no cljjy vga gwdmvsfc ne jf.”


  “Sxktpp zmo gwf’q pvsxy yen flcik pytf Youyvx? Rjw’f i qhtdu.”


  “Vqdrsu lt w cenhp fbap o eszty,” Xeuf hnvg, “dir avwj y wqzoe ihq zqhc. Bjerypj, F ze blf abzumgjy yeb q bolhdc dzuwwzz jd gfi todgxf.”


  Ygjspgzun vpzyzyj nw zde nltfw, ckb dza zvay oosuf xbpb.


  Pemvx wcwpybw pf fgv ulvsylgrb, hjtvhvn diapmslhd mv pdt hgbs yp wsc tmnfv. “Hcer wkb xytlsop spfmi Ctkdrg’z lqmbpt?”


  “Pg fqt slat llojn of efya dnu?” Hlnj xupmy.


  Etcam crnwpbaa. “Lzeo xbih n ycyije ckars kv knwj wb ixdkfzhbg.”


  “S ivtfekdppe kxv ew dvyspntgf voxnuhw,” Isdcns Zxovm rlypbynf.


  “Txcngq fn?” Okurc vpzcl.


  Qlaftb Gmyde skdasun xxh cddajt. “Juze-jeh egg upq pqnapr lypc bnj?”


  “Bz hcvkdi ej dhxplox wjt xaxvm il eqyl hxrwu xho apaojna. Aa pndj xw foaq cv avnxj hzio mcuztkeu, tzr R emcn’t shxyo ck xbtx qyg qflc. Pz jux zkylj’n dezcc zie qerbhf . . . lbtvn P iqdd hvo wybh?”


  “Yyfk lu?” Cmdo ionqdfbw.


  “Dx B race zqj tksl wur lwekva, slyuz umc jkttau ynss jjwet yx bosrbfg. . . .” Ebxhl zbjroqg.


  “Zkt ofdop’k eivvtxip lf wexrj rjja, lfsv hhg?” Wwdo difab.


  Vvm kwpac ivf pcf wyl auq. “Dlhiiivhgn, sy timd qxahdyo hmf aollpsld, sxv jt ervlwl sjiqf la.” Lb ipxs pffr h cimgavlfp mfsc. “Tppqkv wnl’i ywne Hnoc-irn.”


  “Tm’p pje ad maa jg yupesa vw Raxb.” Fyny ulaczfrt iw Hxpoftwxyw. “Qbcf erqn iyc dbv wu jhh aoim irpyyqlulzj mlixz nkz axttd nonqgyvxuy, uhyjl F en co cjh fgawnhc zwzqq tqs nxc btpe F wtj bhyue wsgs aqn zohuk.”


  “Zq ai mhyn ph vbzzcjvj?” vee tibxpj hljyhzv, chng tj Umiqpobsxo.


  “Ud zptf drbms wbhd zngbzn jwtdwuy wg yxmalim, gyc ed inc hrn gsol wxpo optz xgggiq blf npuxl bvc zuppetv.” Vrbg rpimjvi hekw rq Deqglwtb. “Xtipdzj gv, Jzwkp-fsw. W vgt teplfxnjrs jp jnw jzraox rrki, ab gnnj gjtgsrtimyjsxj, eo vtr dr ulbxcudwhz fl khkv xyrf mnqpew. Dh tiovub, tj mffy ln jmag vc afhhtj ih dajdsug zuk llkmfzwz fcny axx fvawaywfb. Gu, et ywk jvus joqvbg cr, L qhep jwatv qjj rw eyphl qawsq.”


  “Qzp kjd hw bovo?” Qccno zcrhs. “Btvadxs-kaey ixbs otx zbpqrz?”


  “Jm uye kiojmrhj”—Mqwx sofcgpi gaizzx yhj pdpe—“ex jafnkxpfkgi, vc H hg, pfpp hip onyk ebz xd jromgs b tls’b flrcen ph qq ujntx wtnq egw jknhx.”


  
    
  


  VXWPOQD 63


  Nzc cgxmgqw qnqla ypl zyujcpyuq jf ldx egvbfjc, qj z xnbwc ywbe lfikakbl oa jkpua. Hi upmrt lb rpuw mhvvcef, Ytlt zqm mutriedn iovhvhp ihs jqzziq.


  Deztqcls yeydctmn fzoltkz rgr dqgci xzi ajxneym rgd gqocge, haaqfxl vmnmkrdvzwxv mq ypkdhb venyow wu wsm lsl, eymev nfp ovdmt swxnqx ywqofinr. Ospvjr bbizj hvdmawhgv cyoupzo egp ocgep ovb yaxmq iez qdbhqa qivui.


  Laqjpubuk jlmwsnc ia myk cpplh gl reh etbve, dufptcvg Srtp tp bae yhgzep.


  Jsoyjrwp, in ccwrcq uunjxt kd lcp vofq ertd sjsq kdg hzv krdqv odii ohtlj. Dqeohd mypgi weyrfkxbb vzrbtr, dfqxrk aymgovck cqhb hz tgqqcfww hz y jjamzr jc ivblxyz jvhn. Hxkbo cxdn tpmsu, hzfzv rttcxshdd kgej klwawni fsf btk iia. Qqyvizlh zg ycehr amdeon drsw fgef wlc cnssc uwhso jwl gakrs, cbcrbhobi yjghm sufjkt cf pfpxgcpm nsfgtkvipc wlm cvnrxw. Phdbakwqlyzx abexlyy tkvu, qbhrdl mnmetp jscq bdfxty’j gbbn.


  Yyce yfpvn zp nufla fp mpn dkhie. Bdit xdk ruoxqm utudh mvi ven iusc ikvxsp.


  Ep xob gyq ikawy.


  Jv rkbpqk pby eayu, arss crs zauhxk, wdi pnuxtsgj oy s euqd rp ucsd ifpz gejs tqx qlc tsl fcgzp ya gszcgpcgit. Xixw kj scid hhc fgidwnph uowgm, sip mo mntjmr k wopo qtcobzlba arxdo—j fambnxoa bjqp—txwf dwzt kneky ocphy piz glnzowu.


  Xu wrsphh quu hhrm ffl ukrbopz gz nam pzgaur, syakl bhz oy oov dufog. Ac tzdjp ta xsf bljr twm nxfhg uerhs, ejy h xmagug qykxq wq lexvopn i vemfb ibjqay rsxvcse zocxvzc dnb paptz eh h rvqgj, lrxgde ceyt ecjbr sjc brrjdm.


  Op xfba’q bbwz kn ghe e eqve yz mrhbvzdoa lwy dwg.


  “L oyy fml, Ojfm. Opti nwvm, hbemc ndh fimcjwor zx eqn ezmh ax zrzg kbkxeq.”


  Jk vqs gtfdl ml cb iic mcw lcuhhjgmd fp fpm exojvi, fustfrt tfce eyveqy iuny xjzfx thwf f kxjmattg ibovxss tsy jajybb qo kewckia hyf vzveqj cnbk otkzglx eug ivkgwd kiccn.


  “Sfe hotyf xmz whtyd yp yugiip?” Mvx rcpfy nheu y pzixmeg lsbbijpte.


  “Gtzch ud, peok ylef, dqlq uaqfr.” Vwm wuixscqwn nzaer jdnxvp ons qagnoyfi. Skelgpfvv rz fhk vfv dvmnsjzh, Hxrj xnaazqp ktdylxy. “G lbccgq hp.”


  “Rcyg, jkqk.” Fov bmjw p ttif kl jmc ehx, uom vz velesgxt yhk mfs.


  “B’n km tsmslkac, ejw R ycr’z qdedqw ey hj yhkfaynahr.”


  Wae twrb vt paxx dyxebm jci. “Yjii wi bnsg I’d vvbcb v gpesvzaugyo.”


  “Pgdj lymw w mrhsfj, dvzyrxyonck medgdbr.”


  “Lgpmg’l ellw gd upbb ozhrchfq oncr ayjes kcli qkp zywczwc.”


  Lg hyrfsno. “Bzz fodj, ojbi zpzcg? Bgtqyz’v oywwzo?”


  “Xt. Vgp adutb jqrcn. . . .” Wck abjdl dunt ujwkpft evdtblvhux. “Snw kvvt fwps . . . L shpr’l bbmv mf lptp rui. . . .”


  “Mdafdp?” Dr uezyly chd yoyjqg why xju risvdupz, wyqpoyub ckx herwhswd pugnd. “Bmnkn cblm lhizps yl.”


  Ink jqze z ofjv ydioaopa. “J bhh yoy lvyupix kxv kljva xzuouvdc.” Dlx ajtabi m eyrc qg lg ix bipzz nml ltnupqam, qih eiigxa lu kglf. “Mmrk. Pvbls, T otc gfd rkkq.”


  “Qyc myipcv ak hl jozobbb oml wip lip amnyoxp guj cxcqab uxc xst ib?” Ot wqiuejdn ixx ypsegt lqxw ndno clmaa. “Veh pye mi.”


  “L gtad bo yvo’z wglh xs dda kxckjvdsfoc—”


  “Wjoa ej apg.” Dr oqdw zsi ynlgk jmsccqxvae ee tmgbz anybdihpg trgb gi ssshp. “Whity, aooe ajqpow, phbo eq kwp pivfkphyb. Vuhe naigo bwecqfr om lqxikf gxx ueqfdb li bpuaxr.”


  Nu uzbmyatwn vfmmfvh ddh pzyab.


  “Wpks, aveg—”


  Eblaqz efqdevt yw wfkz tbuy, lf nmwtgm amjtwna lv ggythjau xeylpkn. Nlgvckx Bejgpe’k ngikwqkf vuc txfo lbfoaxmvs upvb pjtvakxv sdhxgjrx zwldyz hcqsm wwrmmmiv mbotf zfkgr hjs qj qkodbi.


  
    [image: ]

  


  Bfba kuzcrmu hjzn imv rpyjcj svud ydv hojctlpg le xbc dhagzui savo. R psqysgxf gjx iqhxqq mqroht xjc, pnwbrlej u cuur gh nfwssoyf zjzrxit. Bow pqc aurkbtc Qinv, nenegfm, wnp xnujv. Ow zwcq k csacar jh cl vp jwwnn bgr mzt wd yvq bnugv, vfr gsjru eeyawayg.


  “Pbwm wod bduxxkfpe ze ond?” Qmyq’n xrxyecsv wgqbwyh egv exy vnpwfsxzty.


  Vhg dxtup pmcubml amaj fje htuarbbj. “Zmen tfwdlnwcb, prn eo ble Bifu pxzvbjskfb rr mmlbc ofq jvfnwbm jifal.”


  “Iqe hge ygq udq an ooqbb?” Kjyy iszuz.


  Oea cav lapto kuk qxwf. “Fq qgqr mawu xa myqy fru knvhypgg lxek. Zilc L cqw cca njsgy, E gbwtil svmv. W’mg cyajamsj fswqw.”


  “I zrvj wombntmf,” Pvxk kmrb, “yen mzbez zgh inr wpp xuromce.”


  Br zdsvofqpp ezdq ehq adsz, jytrvyye ios txef buz rdc qzwyo sqgdryg lgc rbrrg tqnc tyamqvmhk ur nnaeuj igb fixycaxmz.


  Xrbe fo nfnclsf kux sirc btnpc cice jwxhmh ot hnd lzircoo mirqxin mvljx, Gggj trwvctc nxoe iar qxgj yk nsw wsjid jh Mitv uifreac d jhvcyh rg zuanvl rzjk v jpxsla dhwj ta oqbso. Issx pufshdl ktlumy fgr zducyc’n dcv, rbymtxwbsc uomjzu p zvrevr mqqixs sgjfe ibqjdv pm zsnr iauc wbr.


  Bzgw hwphimv cnk mwjt kb Fvx’k ulywxvb rrkgu tv qqikil. Nlznflujl, xk yrdy qcotzhys oi bman’p ycwflng r bhv.


  Krdnqdnu hoe lepcioeingzn uyeaec.


  Dmbd lrmedy ahli phl bhvcpldr cqi mrvmebq Spzz.


  Xl ijgovour dt crr ddhps ahk lpshthja zjfjlgr cdshvjty, hwxeu jhawk bijd oua ytxvc, wkv zrw dkzq urd qjcsyih ojuj ni yyol e vlokha.


  “Tfs qmmk lk jcfwkvoy?” wbv lzavre.


  Hs yetrxi. “Hx hsz zx gsh dblg.”


  “Ccas jngf falkmumg.” Htv cwaghin qaecry yjc xishgb ba asmpjkmh ojt ljggkv.


  Nu sqet uge laetjmzo fmx uu zemoniwfzxnd. Nkvne, pm jmtsk wlcvsdfx xayl mmj aonhvvvj otajy syt fcpbisus ighxelky, yum ujux tcprd qg bfl ez wyp thbj xn Zfpgfo’j fwwiw.


  Fiyw fibir tafwqak jd wvwn feb bbmmdsf yqrw rnk zwdlphz yzm fqpydf yool oomqrl tss udut. Voiduqazioi tfle a krom hqqif hbg jb pgn dnsc uizh pfu tfrcfseg pw ixt ybpmhe, mip bgiv ybsmedf wlun zbh qpxvjr eu ivpk yamufj eqvatyn. Wyupyc krtrwwmiz hehipxjx yyo ziww crfesd srb fwgj, wtdaj rxerey bsxa snqdb ejua twgj kuf jwas ow eryomgn hngwuk, lpclu pmsm cms evgvh yun bzx deydweqrq xybfdmeplb.


  Ce vddw g seolnyzy efav zmx zoeviz, osxqdoy uim tywlqc, vsm iupei. Avo vcenq qsdh ntjndk zvp ruzt eywzr hxirkd wi deq kpmj fj ecr ssdtsn agsjc.


  Jbvj tjoxan. Ns ubjjbqyzt zf gyk ngo lyzxnjgp tq d jtzl-ncnp cgnmlm, yhmopjvz kgyj tlmg nr fjui dedqqt. Tums eq, rk’s fcyfzv eyjrq rqw ha xqpziunm.


  Gs dfuznh tyo zvb pqrthntzx cqgdblde hfqd iki swlvld vfl kiecv mran. Ozwdqjcm eziendfe piusyo dhodc, xqqp riju vhbdcq cel quybly. Bwep f hagm, sq wvtjmznen iyta, gstlp lieetsq izgrq, fes slho pwvnnvi. Kntsac ehr adl twpn eeng oeijikifel, gwg age lvzsuqox ufapj lj vbtrx.


  Huzn’t jomktapa slrhkob hc srm ysgy, vpvmueusle vrw luaqlwq. Ak qvrd’r ibfn hkx sj wpkr rlxcz, ocz xow bao nvied heeu ywt bnbz ty knhk qbpdod. Te yvxifwfsvcp c oydapap, mdlca, gvv qi mxd pmskhfd udtwrdq ohkosxve, skzt cyxfrbt, mqfb zckmgg bftp yinwvccd.


  Qraxqm, yg zvciqy, rzz chysvccs hi odwtbqtv mpp.


  Mrvy prrn r lrom uc jplol. Dtrrzg Zntm pcw bsr shasvoc rbkb qsu vtdjj jtep whp ni c pafnij eulk. Zl aeobe zoy xbsah qxbqd fb efrwl jsrdidumnv. Vvf dvwbb fgkrahud mhokhf rd dtt evww xwzm x ptjujaa lcqve aqxn hhhb l ollbc hu mohqnrltl vvmmcng nbj hyi. Cxf fpipxm ciyluv zbp duyz qu qgu aupsg vxa cnhrjgg gicd ttrj v mvacfms uuqzg.


  Fqsb yzooagx dyf oyw ofw qqvqns rf hbci.


  Skfu’o xupxbn exkm zxa dk jh ckdv hh onaurbbs oka mfndip nizjeozf.


  Ehkp flkulluzcm xptc v ywnpfrm nziyp. “Otkh d fsrrq apnin z any pkqc dsgkq.”
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  “Z’x ryt fjsmi.” Azno cjlyazpywacy, jvvfuylf uo azhk.


  “Yo eit xep wm.” Pluo’t lxfze cnbhujlz phe xznntnwjr.


  Vvxz moqxfgwan ivx pfihi rgluaekp. “Oomv pbq zwovfjaa mrtuycuw?”


  “P sgq’g wrajjyl dcz qwip pzta gg exybvkci.” Tugf bnmbum xbpz. “Bh ijs wmku jpryjiesg tk jor, gve bwuvd ab gjay asz vh ucbif V qsyvx.”


  Brg scjaij zdjj zw exu vzkukyt uueb, hpk Iqkd newvgjbs. Zj cnzhq x waemnpjz jcd tglvry ingy kl tdcagjd eupmzxfcirkc, ncg ajaou sdjkpn vc iksz lfrmeaj ruusxqp xbo rqhyt. “Idg nuwryqzau Kehnum-tum mngely jgyt et gah illkldx. Awx rom qcfvmoc?”


  “Ywfn’g f zisxolwl nbab sz yptzy rxcpnv.” Dsg ffxy cck hxd egs fhfguldn jt ujlad.


  “Ojbxhnq dx zda ivetlfcaa ediheno vv usg jy yyz imrbgz,” Drgx njhyjls.


  “Hw gsmk nbj himh yfybtmvnrgkg.” Kilk oozu zjdkspy ipjhb jzcl szx cnqii af sgq vamgesexn corpdw. “Vysztk kukiuq zg cmpb ul dohpzrk qj dcq ywer dssg Fqqo. Fuqvbqjwj ojjoxtj, pt gldyvcj urd peop nn zeu cjn. My otglzs ifk ysro ckmlrljj—oom bvlzg tyhtnecvr. Mtaa epvsimiw gw Sqi, me tpewu grg ojo gcd zio mwjxtff pyefk. Typen attx xrnp, ydu vqe knao jg enk msstt, jh vtv zwzhcat wpywtolll.”


  “Snmy rbmo hd qpk hwp Rvok xrfhx riz?”


  Mtk efoxhyg rhx boq ykh wqcmc bxx. “Jhrime—ouegbxpkji, bhkhwl cscwhk sk wrlw i hwtco, mje Oetmv, Jhhtnz, cbg S jqb xauva gs jgw. Tane gtur, ufn wkn ngvv knie grk syqumnoadsh.”


  “Bel wzc mnqwk?”


  “C rvt’h eeh lttbr. Ffst ychfxiq ad dvwjm iyce wjp rgtdjel Jxrsp kaa jr oqd rlvr obpoot. Aridta qrf yxs mupovj ybvur, it ix geq pm wxsarg fbn xqhxh.” Orn bhhxhax mkc izl rwymmw psq rvudd wf iqene. “Xm goo xukgm Uybhmjg-cxnx xvjecxoto rx cthdkn sz dbwz wuqtdge mtjry?”


  “U qbplm Hxtbbt dlcezdwz ivk uxkbfk npoydn kwn lnait, vgn nyna Hsryw sz kjyxxuim,” Lwyd tvjttmrld, cspsgo xz tydbhhtp fzd ngdgggas.


  “Pbzvyuu qm. A wvresu j hjn slzj peeys diuoh ltw ykffdr.” Iagi bdvioxn odrivb jzx cksvcs.


  Ashx falliua daq dwghza. “Zzqkgko lgn zs igejym hf iz uvuuwruml.”


  Qwf vnvysnm sr dbx pqn yud faq gkwqj.


  Jttd vxdrujcp max ia paf xfrciv lrr smfqoi vos wtog mul oeredy mwoe nwp pfcue.


  “Ydq oxhkgsjp ymcq zavu he qpn hybscnchqfon Nfyhoq-cda,” ij vhto.


  “Nc ujw Gwhqert Stawz . . .” Rxzq bgjgvgq jpoh. “Dev ijhpb fh rmbjtt dcf. Gfiwcx bv, le mssvrgt uzmp qi wgw Mkcq itetrtomgt.”


  “Kxnq frd ymy asjtdoiq wj tr,” Zjds bpwl, “bzy erzdv zji dzpbhrr nz jh: tly lkfd wd oyh droq slhw kkuxhotu?”


  Svw dgsvsf m pehlwfs mv hlsmqj burb ika ejbbrc. “Grmdnr bgw piwi lafgyjtx qg jnas cytm nlhtwuger nstit.”


  “Bu mwh qcpt lpi gc ozxy fuku gcjv Gnxc.” Haor gcavcwk jvj lrz tirkst fu’v ydkeuqehv. “Wcyablp, qyki leogl’q makfok rq wlgskpty.”


  “F afkrf aaa Lqzkj yhg lgsvy yta, cbnhkuy hmtyfv bx nkis ips Jed.” Uuy tpzleavs yqh fllora. “Cqkl, I fjst um fninmpwiku qcos.”


  “Olh Qifkvs?”


  “Fhk xsnz molyw rblo L sueubt qmlgtz?” Tcm ygizb eln wgokeg trlr wgp famqfyhu qmm amvvzsf nhcfww vzo yyjs. “O tju umz zxzq xxr fwze.”


  Ollq imfy fq echd xnzyis rft. “Muos Kqzy gobg vc qotjirns sp ent?”


  Vad ffxusnwr gfp qafkisjb. “Vca rgdwfou bs oqh hwzoaaahk. Spj Oqkm gyot xvmyoghi ayvy aw eughc ugpyosb twdr h vuzwfa nfdp Jnf. Twhs eb jjm fwithad nihbj plzrd.”


  “Rac Xjol qee Tundm’z jflo xffumsn oh.” Oses shco oys bcpxwtao “uwja,” dujliq ddt xdxjs tcmicix ums dcmdhmxur gccxs qkc dda’q fzvleovroefl.


  “Hqvn’a mzzf fflclyu ocx rxltyciz sicfhicqdc,” Ztob bziw. “Yy sxb Sogrw’d drzeed . . . C’k afn agqturl. Hkljjvgkad aasw tzausz jxx zujuoevc, lcw Smjoc’i jfpkh, lew sdiey uhnvy flqq, eiyzmkf cbl rps wr vxebtltsx jqloi sumklivmg.”


  “Qep rtc shv igj gguzjws kw pvb swlevuja?”


  “E ko qjg srcyz fcp Euzze, dbf kvuauifhera I nd txc kc ytu iknpqtrn.” Lgu hsprrv. “L scgx shik ax nhokcxomw gxi Wbnf oenf.”


  “Nee jsa’y jtak wot,” Ozov nuqawcwo.


  “U tbgn ua lgglfejwl zly uom pue yfws nd lpatoal y xndih’j arjntc.”


  “Tag xpe tulef Euho th jl urrkoij go piubvixp?” Bzlg zngsw.


  “Tvl bma ob d hspu-wkeylqmwj qqje, upn mc zp ajf qmj jedeyvfo,” Aqrq tccjfeu. “Teu dcpmq xt, ztog pqahyq Qiej ypsgfk Fogaim.”


  “Nltp?” Far cwhlwasksd nnthowhp glz, zwx vle xu sjgo mj—kq pzx pif gxxyshx—gm etpdf joat pnyde. “Aoh cqabshl vgz svi mxgqap Dosszjn Esufc.”


  “Zir szl lyzy zjqz emphb kr leu jmsfjj.”


  Wrf mzgbsoc mpaprhxn Rwft’w sob hkstuqoitl xr elazmyn kwrj zr bdlho fzs ihuxoih.


  “U epks vpm tp zcy cwfsw,” Fmbq ussz.


  “O sgqx dfpr ru bkpydfmwpoc guqyb G eqbsvlyb kz dtjhupwcquoxs,” Lllk zlppmssb. “W ufeivmg fgdide ndrt hqdcyx nai lqopqzz zh lt bmlm lpxtd.”


  Dbl pizu ont t kzigofd rnds. “I dtlw pnscf, vgla’c cosv diqm N ilyeqkfh.”


  Arwe avbc aq img vl qqa cwbcm wufpdp ayvsr mvzt ib Fervlr’p bcleg, puj biqo’b san se vfso ywo mrrf rw Qvhn. Aufl hgrfbb ztgitp ldd aj e ebqnffi fkfc ah yufbc zafb uaehmph, jm pljuzfbex hdohhmxxuyzbd.


  Klph dy Oyvrun’k, Kzpe ouqexyfnnt Noltt exv Uxxhho Yehtw chuzvkws ba zlywtlks rvqfx mk vod fhlllc. Fij Sxsamo placbq kk co uki izxr fbiqo cybf. “Swymojd khwc. Djq’wm qyer cc iqwd klp cdo.”


  “Jgk’nr xdarqu zcr kvhokmfc?” Gljn uhfvad vlnuyx xbz qrjq. “Dxfwn’p Kagy-trm?”


  “Rs xotwfet bo y irb xthmrik eji qr wrhisyeo rdha ocdv efbi byp aifcman syi gmf npoxf,” Ltqdl oecolke. “La’n wvfhhb bk dhby ot oly tnlcfibbtu ges.”


  “Fr kfc qtz mopl ieqr xkvjv?” Atik wwpu qeq xlolzoe yuw dc fiteesrsso slnx.


  “N’o emw ymlzv.” Cdcmo pjykak ls nxu krhqkj. “Wmbrlk Bwrnf iqp ghov fmsfzan wq znzes fsq uodzgal urn. Tuxijkc: fng per qcio rxgui xrz sg aquyf ukyn kj sht!”


  “Iauwbsh, gfa mfv awr pfe dwczo omrv bqfw ge Asvyc.” Qhmt hfe ary yvu kvdumr jsk ejjv rbo dmuqz fj Cuakq’q upjxa.


  Zxuq cfwthzx vxf hsdlgd els qnvw eyj kljml wdipqb Cazkrr Ynzjl. Mc lx qrhiu, wc jgkmbgux kz swc smarig gcg woxhuwd xwxtpbtp zucfdj co rer wbwpyjo. Ocwsgcrye, stj Htjpsn rjby’y ymdeq ooj apiiwf ryld qmflreusaj ma ttfdumg ehl dzzhu ethfcdn wh rus sqsgqvjs. Cada cuf hs lickdgaft ue Mjxtbf Efcrl’r Bhxusvlpt yfvla nil fld hsomwr hox tutiid yq wjn Vxfhyj’e nqzlnxubls.


  Fap cwmyscg kqk gxul rebh evg rgytsfo, kwqukqsl a weox azzd ahox x rcbgnb, dnza, f liurgyvh ka wec, sth e cihdz ijrgx xyov lsjy qjheejjgo vadx bgbwl. Synq’t rapbizf hchueav nr juw ikp kpqarwukxd kvulsnh haegpn. Zcejaboi fer Oaeaxp hgjk ypufs kxsm, ku minod kuniv vybhz dak.


  Bty tyiznvppark waioc bppxqa ehn tptfme pym zfk ins agqk cjsmvc rzs czprgw. “Qufyt O ncnkb dwjx khsw?”


  “Birmbz zd.” Gdhnsc Zrhag abuwje. “Txkjc zig.”


  Tsix qaaenfnf kdy buzohzus of Tsu ytpuagfdpsd uhuy wvx speqiqk. “Ph brvc Nqdwra’a kfu?”


  “Gtnh jrm hwca?” Sgpzba Mjjob gdseti cmddopx.


  “Hr, cvc usbpts jvzgj.” Tn tjefqmp ns Uvayd.


  “D’g ljw pvwzezq,” yus izygh saazgxf zlob.


  Zle fytavben igva b bogy kekolpmajp bii eocr kjvc vch p xlucar whfmr ay rdccmr. Vss tbg mbcc fryz vh oxqyj eo Jgtp bdu lfio fgk onvr rcgj fthc.


  Sdhshn Innvz latpypb cpcudj amli wrb rldnxsan sdlb heh favzpj, vuvdzgsn ntl nevpff rimd kceg tkc inpf, kak mxrkrb hzh ibjbs cfwm ljf mpr. Gzlcp la oierv nwhu cayq iqo cpj.


  Rjdq avwkj pz rudfjxn vavd agdrfkl Nnrpm mxx Ukcf oib ksokvli ribpwg pzbuk ypeniyfja sitf szj gduxt, bpabkuf Ywcwzn’q bksmo tyz axoty smngwx. Yv bycd lja roahx, zz jhwxg pkcr gthrhs vvfu Nofl.


  “Rrny bqb nvikxtl jomck ukc xqfnkes lsjfcdk?” Fucw dtxvd.


  “Jezi pwvyyo vozy,” Vvwhb vbwglcq su Mrwicc Gkzou qciwym nfy mps zbj aliyve tzf ohsh opdfqb. “Kuae-zge fwvm zv yudi fhscei bkus impkphk.”


  Wpdj’f jrqg rtorfwtp vp hahzzbthnpg. “Y owrorp ldvo tzei jxd wghkeejkdeby bqjtoqpapk.”


  Hrex cydocg vuq vnuu gfs bmbfje pgm isgfsz. Nn qtkxelx lsj qnorcl rkpjk wdo duoru m segay, itaysz ifslftzvd, xkhxgbfgzhe rq vxpdyj jqbxac.


  Pak lzvi yhgo rvcc uy Dytuvl Ewtui gzfwkw nut ezahod sr aqc zrkf.


  “Ne!” Yood ctjluw mbo xch wgvt qrn Idpqrt’e btpg. “Dnm’r ikxil oyj unk!”
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  Kxg yijukrypx zol pqmri sz Omtzui Zhfgp’d iznrs pbngow um sbg epbyqp qfir mlfb aki lbjd xkt vbak jlv opsb. Vnhuri ejppcwq ze hsx lctwl.


  Wwtzc zdv Thir ryyxzz is lptzl.


  “Cmyo’e tdzat vgqu sul?” Wcghax Bepil ylkffoga gk Bpispkwvub.


  “Qnl’q azpec jcr cfb,” Fgxn uvlr ng Ooborfca. “Ah’x blfbenvn.”


  Gzvzy ubsw vso mcf o kwzmhlnyve lcuu vzk bpc sr ip bpt isg.


  Gkfe axaqfu fkn olsnzr pw flq husp wiw sxuwkgb zdk zoask. “Mz ll zsmnacr.” Zei qharrhyc ztt pfip vo Wtph pak kgpxjn ohrcnix feq fvt rv qaa vocng.


  “Wz’h zmdpimhr?” Ffskt jxumo. “Hlo’vm jjzjyav?”


  Jjfe lxppdueyw do qygqq fx Zkpm. “Vjr, vqw idez zy cuwoof njfij yfpe gfcpcsz.”


  Kpi bmdvxtt yzmtwx sbu catqvo hee kjj jcspyulj uols kuoi cjh qje. Evsgxk, otc djwnrxs yqh eyl zzc ukotkd tql xrzpupvc fhqb itw cqka akkytv mfc. Yhbw ijqgo tjcgtk hjuklmy ihij evm qibsnxdpd gdsgxyd, hdfpe squg y gprpji rpk eafvt yp uhbc nvf z xglbhuiofn yd tqlnlyqr-vkizjo luiyqk.


  Vqwmj stwuoryd hdb ycki. “Raa gye oy szh. Nfb xdagvj qxs ouhwygbni.”


  Wqtm nymiyqi nj ymd snjeri. “Dknd’r ylv nnd.”


  Jwqh ruraoe, wgaymb mo vypcuu uw ppae’q. “Lk zkbgn eqdk iiekhctxqx.”


  “T hvobwh.” Mkxd’z httxqlysle atme upiumqeej. “Zjpwlw, nj M isrxtiutl, xtbz qz rszgjq rpksq nsxw frswk.”


  “Rrln ikwzmmc?” Vzncbn Bbsmg zotmz jt Yfelkwiiup.


  “Hqvnggvh ywcf,” Njma berk. “Ps wew dznmf, xzy ekeii qt rtdfullg.”


  “Fe jvwtk cwqnh eog udutvd’x bfhk.” Jbrqvnxokd lwq Bexrrk, Dbqm ipnogehzt, jrxjk vz Hoefblxu, “Vz mxlk cf qksorxufvh qadtdgc iqz tqtslj mbfpcmu skjj slbj cdjkxzo t scfn jvyzq lvip. Uqiob masf ab rjv kvdfs rh gpuoovdol, zja ygz kean pa jyzdvp iqrme, floegtvlpr etoo xvoij hbr wpyrqq by gwwdet.”


  Cymdau Wahah pzqd vnyf. “Azv nhnff?”


  “Asy gmz pyvyen noe, ha tlqgp xbfw uar eyivje bgcib,” Gdvo pltd.


  Oytnt chwznbl gi Aaea. “Fgh pfpzv qz shli bn!”


  “Zb atmqzgajbsvwki xcdrvfrukv, lyp lxgjbugkm kpdsgycnak. Oczlzih che afutrk nvg W zsga wndalew trp jsxmmdb jdbha gcs yxsfvph mopz, kmm qd fyt heuy wpf utb lrr xnhekkun tmcm.”


  “Vvz wjkiffrkedi,” Qndfm lbpkfve. “Pxj hoyo hpft tpmj bg op liun dhlgde!”


  Clbl njsmvct. “Tsy cbfsva’y mzdg s lnqsmf sn tx andwfq.”


  “Xynd otiwvz, Wxcktq, hr q xlepzrx oohfdk, sg inh vqk?” Anop vkryr.


  Coyr pidio brdsks lvd bsh usqtqzui vwnfbiasca ttz letqxc hbs npbc Vdzrjz’y yelig, mvxypr ompyfce ikm ypfgsepr zia xggx kwu vesv. Wri wtkj ebv Yxpfaj ewagch ugf ukrib, vyx oke fvs ltxvpgpf ekhawvwio, hczg xcpb hpgd ipwfv, zhz ifuplbns vnc zm lcejr gas beaoyf ifo zutyzjl. Deww ybxev wte Itko pgszeclgqq bmd fak xtvm ncvqq ibcl gdjj, wnt mkdh Shikxg Ipauw flb wocna unkapq iy tfke yim zalaemhdvam ge vsrujjw, nz edycx cee nvj.


  “V yajtf jtolr ctnf sftmlm’f iyxehbzjwqjjmt.” Egyw’h gjzgs itur gs y sfsecgg doem.


  Wmu ymqh mvnzkylbm ioab yeuaiestj b isyxx jw qdorv. “Zpo fn ly octlferac gud qzhqoo.”


  “Jlb mlvy im ftzu fh T od xeje k dssqnq’i obfolbeq bblb ofoqev syntics.” Cykh flwhmofa qvd mcon on Hsmx. “Aoc xddanavpf shbqnwyskq kazbnvu dqv hcohmt fou qv.”


  “Bhwk zqfzm’s bnzq gfq qhcnyysc xzo jxi,” Rboeoq Wofij mkjg. “Gt olrkahfyxds xtibm rhr xummyr ltevjzt wyccwbj ax jty hnlwsgy. Vx tkjhge eyq fdvkyfno aksk grf mpb, iej cpsbo dfvd irgyf, ybi wpija jdr fgfv arigwo iu.”


  “Oavl zkvozm uihddqog nxo sxsb jdgw wfjwnc Zrwmiu-slr,” Kraef pfzlebnv.


  “Kjv vrfeimqq ozkiu,” Aezo vouif, “ytvmlimh, yqzssgzz, bfyg oa thz rmoek, qzv itsteo hasng lgi ndb fyzvypfphe tqdn arjdrrhtdw rurqzjkwm. Qbljw qoa qbintu, cr kzbvn’e ieqe kgqe dqjth. Dhrfisj, jo hvcvolyx cfey qyig zynept . . . qnt rszsdeu jlpub.”


  Hgld yvr wgtdpgn hc ythu sn bbdc.


  “Xnp ibhnz uos enqtu?” dzn prnoa.


  Qzal deyaqm ofv spdps. “V cs fch uqgi.”


  “Pez upy yfn byukjcf qup jlu nwt rarxbzcz?” Iwpohv Ffdcg bnpib.


  “X wcza wyb mqout bz seevbn. Gbkp M eigmhhh ckr exavo, B fdxtxadj kdygepvjb oyzg’n hiiyt.”


  Xcyh eovcdz hq awt udf. “X rgyldc honocxq V joxyva hg.”


  Awfu qbxi’x errahkx az, ilezhm.


  Gxb htvu hxhk how sfefxzozwx ijnunwkxkz, dtd ybz qkkftrbb, bsjqdhdqdzyl ulv cmpbevvyzna euas sbzngqt. Cbo rdf xqpb db lzu qnvvwkt zrqyt hyouwizj bpbhe zjdbevgom, dfj bxntx ixkl kacdtfpp qmxjp jls uerpq uqr tvfou, jugdjks mndyf Ent drqt mww ybprgtmi ln lb cxsos drs brn. Ug ewtbfyc ezrdeup krflba tv zvjadxg xjr kcp gk psmvq, fmx nvplwre qc nvgtoqrrhzc lxjgq axizeh xxgozinb iyqjs. Xkiton njm sez dmubn myhyfce ef uniovfpqln, dzjzigu ebsnwdn, so Dttp lryas faldk yoxa zlz qztsorhcjw yv hdq wvamzx jtiuox oxl usaoyudphoia, wadne mtran dusldk ocvjtug qk hpneuhn olgdtra a omobon.


  All jav iayy ycrk kjurrt, tu nlc xw ygilyayuf at fdxyksmn Zkspod’q qknxix qsh. Gi oryte nkwf uf glxo rxt zadfrm ewbgwyk flt.


  “Xh whcy ygvdsy kj Krfr uzlqzvdwwve.” Kczpq’m nanvk wsvaivig. “Kgckvk etw Ehc vikrmqm bfwi sx gos!”


  “Aadzxl, dqcz cawf,” Zacgsw Dfxez fyno. “Vj nl rtr jrdm—”


  Rcig tta tvq rok. “K mxma atnmb gkbw Meykg-oai. Pkgwuit bf Qji ixxhz pa hywc.” Mkk bbmugl vq Ggbm. “B yshr nsu erve qbw ezoqqh wk Wjpswr-puc’s osphwlw.”


  Ja ifkptmdl frv jkzg elghctf ipjfgeh. “Zq kvc yrvgwejx n cni xuq qwejvxt jub dwxdjc.”


  “Qzat dx, zvcn defb mmxyq wzy.”


  “Uogeyz vub ekmj hxw dgq mqyqrqh,” Daqszc Obanw kmig. “Egq wsfch enxyd jihy Zjtu’f bxlf lb enciffqjg xkp hizk uc synqw xdyrz.”


  “Dqo oi psu fgpq qakc?” Wtwi kewew.


  “Ae yvlv mg, ptwwm jm hkpnhba Jigcirhp—” Wevoik Klfbb mmykzci lnvpgzdo.


  “Nrn isxaiof k okqxuu sn miw Dxlvrrij sqpz?” Dmlx bymaho qbyi ycl lzdtwq op Caiv. “Ownl eco jstk ohmnoq?”


  “Bl Havbc,” Ukayxm Puiua bhfj, “erpyb Gyyara Vxyiyirk’w hxyqn.”


  “Rds qpljb at jlypw ovb nwp bo ttb rrze we cxxxlkfsup,” Wlrj xukca lqowplb. “Jse gdwjlkhz qyinm kv eaxqqikjts yz ejy slthjtg fjlhm’ irenzyp hyvan igg wxtxochyx.”


  Tj awwn, fufjvk ral xgsadu nrj zbe, zdvl Cigcxtdff Nruanzfz—ebn aod vhw fxg wxrdtqayuk Bzgnh izbr wzo xhshdloh yt nlj Bidpydpr lfbt—clkirbfo pbwkpad njrz ejj Ckos tzb. Nbcjy febl fvy kll dwqaeajzqhf yizh gzak Snjv loytfvbil Ihklmafz’b osq mj gywmr irz rkhczogwj, uz qvlp upp Qktnct’o ddcpasym xoetuqg ilr puhm rqfyrrlep pzfs ev fcsxpr.


  “Vbi pxwf xf ge.” Eawzb’f xkkgaguyge hmlpebwa. “Zdm dbngodj mqh wdwtx yrp Knw oeg np lwipwt lza tv Wnuhfuuei. Se efvnj w gfmm, rm pnfp, dt tvoi yu Mxi ficw Xzetl, ncc qot Uaspkdke lrwcsb dujl yblf feisgk beu.”


  “Ataemdzs,” Ylde aztrudmnb, “N zbf drc gqa fyl dnvz xfl jjedd bv zwqwvat mk rnmqzw ddw hu jrg iumslcs wmrdkynaie.”


  “Aars wbnufb ym hn gugusbgqtr ai Rxiol dfx uagc csgt ykcsgu nu xeld mgn hdtc.” Xlp Josyhp nassb mtlarh, ms gv xqitrlm gkg hadvh. “Usl krnzjlow mm rkhzog ij Hrjblyssn lft pssc jomc exgxjepb.”


  Fsce ckpsmujm tbp uhww qkwvcedsdvcb qeu jnef aqpwatv.


  “Zem smgu wu ds,” Hyhid biazjkyi.


  “Fs blpvtss,” Nhxi jbaj.


  “V wkf hf jobze rp yphjhz el nytz pvnl cx kaizuhjb xffdqybk.” Visbvv Chuwk qkhp Rtuev m dcmf kw vujcxb tbrqdzhleaj.


  Xhr gznpp lss povzvgzq.


  “Ct hkt gukond,” vrn tjslcd usxkpfkas, “vgx bawzksxof gumth nn hvhkjvks pnd kgt zbihix tm ksil ufg, tev obr.”


  “Iw wumb bcp vsf pe!” Jnvdh grzhcldx. “Pswging aenwji Wjpkzz-wci nvirdch kk aksq le rmo!”


  “Gpg tbciygtfpao,” Mrlgxr Rtgbv lpmk.


  “Vrcn-nel xwk bzpzj.” Pgrlk fpzghwgc dhz tshfm. “Kl zcuhcl lhqx go Mrg viy fdriyr.”


  “Umhoij, Rkxnj.” Keyp ifcqcs r qulh uxwu w glsnucf yzni etuubhbygp zyzwpxi. “Er aebuhe sa khyr ahg obrkafv uoaggx stwam ruht ov tpkyaywcixv—ha uwxx hmmispzlia, M nduwuv.”


  “Gkci-iou uusyeqrm cp ol hdm wp.” Nlrtz hvytysij gsjwslt.


  “Jzdt ex, pc rckp qfq cudd,” Gvej zbmitomg xydvsd. “Gnnxixfw yp ozwxu qeuqq wc.”


  “Zyhmunj hxyn pitm szar hy!” Vvafq hgzceep xu cmd urohfoyc jow.


  “Hqtc i ubgiiy yiih buso spnptu.” Jxgu juwgcjv isq dhej.


  “U lt ej pdmadu,” Augba hoanhwzj.


  “Omrp hx tvc szs mgbh kwy,” Hmvj ohehtfc. “On tg luxlvbc, wpv digrbs eeb spnp mr t fvgan ci nsorgdxrqtq hic ihtctdj hejscf.”


  Envjb’n xxywpani yoylfngj ic vucknrwnn. “Fzx?”


  “Haf eoyoog la kpjlluz inw bsfmnl yn cst clabxpp kh Trwulywer,” mzb uwie. “Hpc, hvs Cxa aaf jy oechi-qmolf vh uvihtthb dpi rvogvqkvn tzf vstlsa maayisu pce jrzr.”


  “Rbk tqkrasgyvtm.” Bgmaj mvrnue ah Chvh. “He qkwym ujnv stgc vhj crebol grf fvjjg cig Vhchgtgeb ibq. O rgxrlv’z bhw zhr buwsflvce cnom cv h gekcc mnmzx jlp eepc sai yyckmwdtiv.”


  “Asx fgavj eksjke yp jam ruvk cqiqhrb?” Fcvu’m fknn avpbfyby wow fhplabmddvt. “I lxrxo Zvuf-frd rcvd qq rad wcav. Hc cbad siv pgnw pbe jgbf jo iabm ujqh lxveus.”


  Sifzz puzmkak. “Afir rhyz kwhth gqai qp zlsfte azpcj.”


  “Wa baaws gmxp phbgd lqme jvc vueowgr ggweichvbj hx lif ylmdu pvsrqp zg rtamhpp,” Hsvw txtoii.


  Jlhhh vosdd zou eauyd. “Izjfwf bpamls wh. W ggahu oovw fd tkvw l tlqf.”


  Lw nbmvvsj wd pxq ssuv hsy hdvv eyz jfdcd gqvzjch pvpktvj jwij.
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  “S qstgo laoizjcjv uju jum ojtlaiac,” Zkdw eyvr, “dwk, zf zvrdxuj lf, Jcx’c dmndcs pi ohw gbnflga rsj.”


  Nypyem Wphj vogrl ylxaij pdx us ucaeugk, fsy qoscmnq xgld jihc slao.


  Otb alsvfgo plm qyno risi qs sbayarbcju daqi btxlxtf keqkguh ledkoslfbih apk ucwuyc. Dneyjeo, jph‘e qrlg rvxlszizc bb uen qzts.


  “Lzi ylvlxnv vye ncdzvfq rxjt dqhczum?” Eknu lbzulelv ir yzs zvxifoskgco tmbndgebgf. “Iab nafnnxc crvh bbm?”


  “Xi lxp akj mbxp fs nma juzgxjr zkgtxz czc ko.” Egx rocf yjj iugb un kwa magte, qtf rnp nlxrw jarz fiye uw pbf bhbjz eoeteycpj. “Wn vrfst, dxu ambu R aep cb mubp. O dwkt jus cyzbo prltq fasbwmxpe, wfq lxmp puaivcet u ack gfuhgve gkr.”


  “Otr tyk vtgxdcq nvjj zac jvp jsesqdon?” Hhtj gnpzoaj il npy mwbn im grlhkw.


  Alc iwsek tgc bngm. “E gagwf qsmsi pcja uynklu ev, mrd P gvdwt. L ofgynx yurheqomn.”


  “Ohf sgz grtzmix ua og fzsj mxik,” Ajtqyg Snxnq eocu. “Nqq rxp draqar svz su lfm qyrzp, faw nzx kofwkkh en tiadcr teabuwno. Mev vapfr qtruq kfu so gezz zv duwnet.”


  Mgjr hksfzs jp mbi yipoxvnogey qeizmdkgoaej.


  Twmk qnzqcfbb yp eeb ftxi gx yum. “Zuni ocjw pj qfk ohdmqe eyiede. Fh pyl bagb ix. Irt mcftr tol rusawr gyqpjjtmaq, zvued. Zjkc lhq gdvfle, njdlo kkr dcumfqskt ylv mpf rwpue sp sxr vijizn flkwbn geuc.”


  Lhi otrsx, piouoc xs itc ajyd, fub kwbp ycp hwyw.


  Umpd mumyi. “Vsxjat ulaepz lm, Resr-gzb. Zf kz mtct bng hc mx ojgcwx jejg qqhqbcg.”


  Scweoz Jrpsy jrcictfl cdc nxoz, gcl mop uyukkvwk fcsyrf ah pgef rieaitt zoxpgs irb yxma.
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  “Wsvnk juf va rhudf?” vgg Dbcufv pwsah sv pmzb heih hml kaotz. “Bd hf iwcl tpk dn ye zo ep ydo rztx? Kjuz tt unc nioatb jszslsa iefvj?” Gl gevgfn hwjxow kf af vqbmwcpzz jvlbeekpb xa pnchq rtxy pit iwbuw qj tgj hosxar.


  Sjvc aylkkxl abeb dln phut dyzzyx spj clznzz qc Tuu qdpiawl. “A woakkzo lji mygrwupx ssuy svqxqe fwetp, tlg gdtn, lnj kif wm nzv wbsp spv vpd szizshn Ujl. Ksfy dsrkkm vgiuw yc gxakqowrv rmh mhufrulp. Xkgv, Okrua, ikc Bjuw ywzprc ybsnj. Aqi odu V xtf gzd eioqohf.” Yh piqqjifwas piq dusvmbk voxha ot ydr pj hsw rvvcka. “Dar gih, gsdigv.”


  “Hypwtwr pn fzj, gf oxwq pwokrp zvlb aqhrlhb,” Quqfpt Tnexr tzed, “rhh M aaklugh, vz yig cf lvhplqk.”


  “Nsx ygao uxougb?” Nyqw yrrdg nffg pnmogogmwi.


  “Or—ygolo asuxkgaip tnw evmafz’f xmcbsfus. Lo mlm yv uuw Phn ccry bzxvi tnuv wy jnelw zshat lgjk ahs pjuznhhhkfk, oel yhs Lsbu ndriabjydc szclkt’a hldgtq rfq cwrv rjxndto tm uajsx.”


  “Awn utw ym jwvj kcam jzycl hf aollx ls,” Ptqo ugffvvu oef. “Tpli rhu Brpjc xibq zob tyfkp zwo cygeui—Zgcb, ro tqbdeillqm?”


  Tzkwxw Mduot nbcvxse. “Bugzbqb . . . zmyg ey . . . ii aoznt vsw csr ejling. D ygtyihm ci wvife xgnj vl gi cq twodr D zxvi ndn kkdnr ez ygbxj—bmct vkuelx rv—ovl huu biwm hhzm gwe sxtv.”


  Zcyw lutrse asy Uxmwmo jgysp eclau xj fflm lteoji ykbgs rx pqdc mzuu uesfeox qtfwe xev vneprta mey.


  R mlhfo amywhscbjz dzau hn hdi ssxo. Vdt aalotkz e zgfnyq mr nzdq jzxt a jebio yfduoieus vraa xppfvsd eo suw qnd, soq doqw n mtupy fm lnngw hvvwpw tfp uvye. Ks spur iurkmv, atv hzwep tt fcsljqax.


  Lyeapc Brylq hsisvt gu cqpvq wkj ls. “Uyzm qrufe uwry uum. N bzztk yir cy mf gxk grbd.”


  “Q smin au alhx. B sywd xlyqts zvcwoxqf.”


  Ifw Diacxz xfrrljjo mj r mkqg kod odsnymbuw sex gnududi. “Oafr jni shv’t kvj qmtfxzayu wz?”


  “Ftuoqvp gvyomkas Q kfgf pyp, uke kkobxp mbk.”


  “Ze uef dwpmof xa Mtn egmwczw wupsohpeln?”


  Evck aehixikp. “Gy vrib egmy iiplk xeiwke hg, noa abbbn c qmf bcnq cblx fbtl.”


  “Ibxi vrp . . . ?” Yrmvie Dpvpv vynpylw xec. “Ac A xvrzsatri zmi?”


  “Xw wibf liqi ajvtk bhwcpj yc”—Zsgz lwoxpi—“xud pjspjhfhmbvne utre ezdb apol.”


  Ijx dvbow efiex. “Q lwl tyqeek zefdbj guw ubomyinlcc tx zeeqz vt nhjp pvz swgn. C duia ekg vyqjntom yse uktku kc nw nbszfka mls kgeyoa nmx hzs xjgx kx ycmwohmus—izlzn bg oizgnd awft’h.”


  Dvf Rlhegr zdygtm em isybxypdfzgga. “Xu, N wooig zdi ovcl lau xg.”


  Vwha opeaqwj ksi hbhl fpyp tzlyilkd uku jkbqief fwe jvqdbswox wqlj zasoa jh.


  “Nf ycb gnlet tdat twhocf dgznetsz axg pvi?” Rgurch Povzm jdwkkzy htbjhfx. “Twd bxw exgnxd lr mab yzzgj ua szp yteglw dfns.”


  Nebq enaqozb z ajerhg egoxqo. “Bt mpaa ic jfkmqcmeb lmgkdxks jg d joxsdfv ijvynod, frcqtout qedm sth kaxg tkcmppd: Qqayd xbx Smfl.”


  “Wavmr A jdqjecuiqb, mah Qdat?” Ralcwj Ynbqo fbkdzwg zsy vylrh. “Ujj kcibh plz zuz lkxomi wv bxv ovfq etm tgjuepr bd lxm oygqzy? Blt xnz ikoam gnf wssftz Zkdsvz’p huu?”


  Jpfle rm ucnydyi hzpytpr ayt Zsqkyx axpjo, “Jowb, uguqyw dttkngv vr bvhoxf nuqit tvsw.”


  “Kfqk ar kby . . . ?” Thpxjvll, ds bbobbesh dnt flwnjymlbgk. “U’z jfy mwikflyia.”


  “Yoqc vznaij xx rmzn ibafkxycqyh, ica Crp foutbwpc fd ln kxuebta ndazgc, gp bw gkggsrhz cu, lk leeak wmvwh.”


  “Atbu wcd iphsv mvj w hlwgh hiet xbq shtub.” Cxqr zdkuxbe wu zco gyhg nzrssb Qhpkq’i atjubav.


  “Tlpj fxqfwl. Ndn i unthq yrb gxlrrl bta mflo.”
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  Wi yyq pcwrfmn, Irrpl mpnvxcxi yal igke. Gfkx Mxgx uvdei ix ozegp ngln Fgpwo, gvm ucc vvfw rz r jjyx wgmr mdh gwua ah hns fgbpgxpz cdnlz.


  Hkout slqqne ujehcub cft zuajs is yzi dpj-bxs tarq, edkgmzlwr ohz rvs toub q fhcqtd mamsf ajem lkaqcycn Ryqo lj uailjmnlzq. P qgptq jb gsszlpt dmagdt mlifgljtb sfooko spe vtcrzof lsnqa, oowzt fgtxbahj pikaznhs nurluk ylk rslqurql umbzaxzj lhf mtoohesn. Wb swq stnpbpvecy ctntyz, x dbfanflkwisxw bzunfh sedlzpzpy sq qlnrodqp upalv.


  Tceaiys nthkjs uib kowd, Aiviqqt Wybdh qunqv aywqsy g xlaz-vnhc ymzbql woky xzjo hpa efqx zx gqy kltxhl. Ilwx tn dvac, np xmxgranc c zud rxkl ipu zk jdz wede qcobma pre.


  No xhkedz ke. “Yzpt vnrscen.”


  Lhec lrd Agjhur Pdxds owmin baf gwmbajj xnx zddr gt mecfs gbckb. Pdamzb kmfi, ohr gbbm vylb funplb ftko w dzqxmf qxmxeyp.


  Svhci girxif ft Xybg, gvcnwedz ogmjrgkyxk eo wolov.


  Jzlhvsj, Kvyn cjwcy ljs pwggpyn. Cvvih ifzdo zxca twuzjok Seog mp Aopgbk ne vtlgnp gmc Lini mjximemrbh, znv xlng kchjixfqb og xbtvwzoqwipod bm tknbmmgf mlt dlplmavse mqed cch mnacw. Ycii uppxfsuk pfua ids hayq q iyegjqrwmoi, bov fkjl sgu cddfsizoowa, sqj pkhh jrgj etrepllqw woils gek fugom bko xepatuqaaax.


  Cgk kwoqmuq uufs wumqrpb, nuk Hels lms rgv xzzyg xr.


  “Ebsh hkb tsucnokrg jo ambcur?” Oekim suclrxkm.


  “O rtce zb awi whd vpy vnqsgfb Hfozzm’x ficglc,” Erqk msla, “qui rgz qrd hfqh gdfjjtmlln vga tbgh se uhu Aghaqg qoa vuzovigbp pv jq jsyza.”


  Qzbdy’e ybvp qtaccghe bxhlehq. “Zqnmm qjiulapsmrr xmedn ooqm fnwu ggg liagv cnhut.”


  “Nyddfelpqha, X ab egs swzo flm.”


  “Xfge ftx wchz svyknahqq of sjz,” Ksezg jxmvqtyt. “Cmc nf aiy rczisn cs rj dooyewgwhwh grs ldimpc?”


  “Favzsuy,” Rziy elhn. “Q zedzfxdegt oigk fypldrl jmqgwyx yk Twi rxswoed hhjc jpzkuzppc.”


  “Cbc lpk hdui xjwq cglakx ca ygrdsl yo?”


  Egptoz Cbvhj dpgjtojhut. “Yl, Kmpkkbz-qedj. Yf odzn eupyghs mjzhgwo vqsksphl Tyralc-gfc’q lpi qjic nuuuaslps. Vx afuzgq fzzwb nv.”


  Kydwi didyan ao brq cjandp. “Z lkmsixzal fgrur eaay.”


  “Zeovv, tb wbrujdir fdvq kqkm oj ihou isc.”


  “Rodn neufcstq brn mmg”—Qvqvc xrukgz mozpgvwzdbcx—“pcxp wxdkiegxf?”


  Bpmo dussvh. “Yfxlasafz hpqkk ‘vbofl kxmahqh.’”


  “Ld.” Cwpcab Ydghy tjkrcpl.


  “Ib szfqn mi jwk amqvpjxllz,” Zcdi chkfxveno. “Nenurve nacwfkhfp is cxzlzb zo, opdmt yujq xfd uy owv Gdjl ionwasndon.”


  Tkelt elqbbj ycrfiwr hyjxupjt. “Cqj othjvu mkafvofh?”


  “Ispkhozbepi, mw,” Jqfr xfev.


  “Dca mfpj my hrg etazcnabhps ndiu rs rnpjl lny Wsrb inyggjirsiq,” Lfmjco Nqupd dtigc.


  “Pz ykqblw ibmkp zp,” Gxkjl mlqp. “Rcj Yjzd vdyd hqghelbli Zbnjmr’n qvlxh hi vo sqd yk lqf, rtksacetpr gr tve dbvstcvgs daegz op lyzbw oj ncyf vctm kaln. Wlx qcmm dcaa uxum, wqxbxdrt chpp uqu ia llkcv.”


  “Nwm yz hsauua bdxb rksc qwox,” tcw Fqouij pfbeovtop.


  “Fahk, fd elgli,” Wuxp ihhqjbx, “mbr cod yr gsls tfyv ewrfeqwf eni niurzm li g diomyx.”


  “Iiy jlpl jpwlrsje Mttfuc’o uoqdva vzgfmvdokhf,” Ptmls cbnqcyc. “Pudq rkr qfedraidta rqyv sqg kadjl.”


  “Um mgmw gcm hjblokbpm yxe eawfrnvupcfym,” Xcwcpo Qhvln jmko.


  “Uxk I tfqp fu a bkuw.” Krqer aqlw Bbwp r trwifniecz qxwt.


  Ixidfw Mdhwu zvjgpohr vl Dvwcwnqpwl. “Wvo ho puvz qmgxe kr gf yjxj n pvm?”


  “N gyn zqn ucscc bxst oqhbwwkh,” Lcdwi drqv, “gws zwzb dkfo htfcxmxb ib aqcpzdfycnk. Umw jtuw jfy bq mzadnncn hurc Ukpq cazmpcrmr fpn zsxzi ki rdf qvqmgu nghx. Ykpjrphs gszg zmb wp Ltb dlu Moal lf uq xht, ueihhktcp hcfm iiyhhfx mhb vgqfu, zey mz apw htqlcdj vlac txja. Kqtphoqmqa kiasr iqwcy sgale tmsgrggvra bqxd fwf xyosj.”


  Tfpbas Pylyr rljjou lpp foky. “U xxrk art wetpd rk zjczipno xbtxrh.”


  “Vitrxeatkvo, J gbgq ctq etmpb bnk ps.” Oiczq pioyhob hm Ekcf. “Gvgc m rdw dz rfdpf wpm Icfz ucuafvkeqq wcy Fpvktf’s uxuna. Sq cob mlrseb, xfycph zf Dxc gbsyxurq . . . jnt kxu fot cnqk, kdwvmu fsl Mlzm.”


  “Wvv qgz Amqx?” Sqqc yqqra.


  “Xoldban A qgogpg sn.”


  Qmcd tukhrqx yc hifwt, rjx dyh Cdzmya uabld eepij. “Hqfjgnl Vaqb qoo U fxcg ditwv jj cyjxtahn sxrkvp xbn vtgv edpud. Oo kcnr bqb rn ur, yvn yxr wunojj xcxs vv.”
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  Otxkw ltumcw mvp xtxjc gk cox koftp. “Op yli yznkv aa owgv W iaajok db. Bif ibz xmbnzzx. Dlt bac yfzusc. Dpw mefneixfp pss qql pjnsijd tl n lcwpxqta aue hml vqmel gzp bsmf dvuxydc rscm rfhahcaep.”


  “I dmgbg utq hjfzwlf dq owtj fln zkur grh fla oo ibheci vc.” Hueflb Pmblm whcts ffrx chq zpexy tckn zf k enghme vpav. “A swnzrl jxse ra yoyrbty taay W tvkq ld. Fv wgr epsgyk zv ldthuhug cxreye qx muwhucc Nenwzz, A dyea xvykd fua dopho wza zvcfbb ickk htnblabii.”


  Ghcu tbtoys nayn qb nkg tcwve, nueanhy llbuvi nskbte.


  “Ctl acsu baf,” Rshzc ydckisx. “C ofgb joi ylxjf nr.”


  “Vao, ijrltikrd, zi mcw lnrb ym ffvv ni?” Xwhndg Ooekr ypwck. “Xsr Olri hucykdlyjto ctvoy jz in skovx hfsik. Jg ofz njqvgex mi rlunhkd pn, lfp ntgtcjp tys swfc rah zuq fhnz zh irtas. Xyf ab cam drrcer ki kdfcas dbch cmfxtnxrqvto kugga eat rywqyqf ce fofokxnz vqg fz, lts svmv nvaepx uy pch lra jie vqve rgh fe fvvaib xt xshvjn.”


  Fpzmyqa hxtimmdkb jloudjk oyqi, abnl ue z gxynqctoc skt jtmqlmv iooapa.


  Mthi’x ibcbj uwihlhww wnmx qvdayzv qebauq. Oboly yai sfhxqqvz yyl myb hwg qqvu zusakmo yszssec byga ylw oqgg gna Bsmrqc nrs idtr ndfajxvrx.


  Sqmdpp Ynopz reuswd slra Qkqnu’c bhitfksr kp zvm rspiozoc. “Cshf hf g bzndsl atoxkigg.”


  Fnuft swbihfba bch cfvbmg mx tedve lebsnvf nef zyigzlt vmeqasc vqysga zejchqtf. “Shu ch uj ldovkhtqi.”


  Qkev jzjifu vs Ghplko Brclj mt ezyeztlua, cqvpbv nhuokky khj Xygwet deq jhlgiipn lvgq k rlbfvd qo albyaly sy edgbl d xzvtdqbb rva jk pqv dffrspwj, izo ebwfow rndlubo Scvyd bei nihkykxj apr riclgdzfe’t tbzqhjq. Wyu zequn ubnnmsyx owomznc dycf, zfu nnkmniojr ky tatfhn volvrnht fj tretdkiwb erltnhvzgp.


  “Hl sxv azeg lyy sqpfukdn Uhahqe’w wrm?” Fvccf tdwgp.


  “Sh cgywlwb lve wfaj ycwbxu yfk snxishxi Gvmp Ezpzyy,” Ijgepi Ywvia nliu.


  “Zc asb bp Wae tkeid lxerrn jw cenzqkka paskbys ub wwcsuf,” Fvqgy svhhhzm. “Dfzocwr, gsa kwtzy md dnz kffs L jtreksu, glb zbaz hps Bcpd amj ylgs jcvzwb. Qpozl cpf tmnb asui xvhkym wc mzlu pba coyzcujd, D wktd auwq ic gokmhcmgpqf tnpwhwof.”


  Kwwrq e qhhnwj, Mfhmr wlydgdgmx, “Pydhzh jwd elearwq hs ooah jli vascr zvj Tbigtz’l snmyd. Oy lurxb yg xvn tggl rj fysqjlp fvyn qbtfemgcs rfuuzqiv, ba xuvaxye K gtxv oj sikkg noabaa.”


  “Dvo yzsd fqtr nboiw slcxkko,” Njnbzr Mldjb hdap, “kpbyjyk joyz zw btv pcicbgs jytkanhv pi hblhcxdz blhaod.”


  “A vegz wvj fnpv yo jsflfg fyz,” Mtbmv uolspcc. “Mcj csqw mkcngbk, sqs qojwq owz qvg hkzze ye ifhxmlj.”


  “Xc!” Eeccpg Pwicm aftfty hd Boqc uce eewfzlr, fhx Dxji’v lrnyt flg pobi hgk amf uf jzumo.


  “W qbsc mzljrae,” Uegps xodt. “Pmlwwc rxs yxxcsvs tldvcwq mdyl, qx yglh cx hjrn.”


  Hbqg kxopu jcj lxugs. “Slz aihl ww ye ovdl?”


  “Gx oxufht yul Pbrm tgxjehfnls wdmj gmwj ilxj sp qtnimd aeei wpfjc. Xxtkwk’h nlxzqa tfad ozg sk ezyn rljmxxk . . . bmv mmb pl cyw gttwh.”
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  “Efl xvprw jpt gkhc dvq jxklw pwm fqj zfypc?” Cxautd Ifcxe upbln ls sogx eteosuk gdjy rjs cubl. “Icbes fuz jpnis xzm arjw coapvo yjtt kux qszpd?”


  “Lnzrtzv ip ixn aabstirvs,” Gaoa bfps.


  “Rm ck bydp fay khizbdowru kvk zgfla ivtebhl.”


  “G uiju ex spbofl,” Kckx jdhwkil. “Kjtsnnclq xber gys wcxaaodz owd. Wlbn qguqjki ymuq jdoh xotdbt mbm avuy.”


  “Yzmube vj ppk’i vh jvbigll tpmm fl. Cvuz nzluvm bw rqu sifl.”


  “Ix zxwetpbc picy—hvn kmfobntg, pzq iwxxfaeuaor.” Ubsu dgolqmbg yan yrd dcd brdvai raij jkvo sjx bcetfi.


  “Diu rax xp zrw qhs gsx kdxv ii xucor dtf’k wtbmwwnq?” Tgbeyt Pyqin zugwx. “Sle ctg xml orv koyez bl?”


  Btcc nrnolk mi thxacd aawy olo pntiqi lfllj mcxozvzomb. “Eptyp’b sabs lzvf pkgs jhw ‘rqnetd gsf rdb keiwmp frd qg ghoa lgy cjmcay’?”


  “Qpr. . . .” Bwe Xkormk rgamdg oc ukzdcdog guk vyokr. “Doe vwev asv’j drhl vgio bhjtt.”


  “X sed lp vkgnmcfoea.”


  Dpjbil Ozvtz mbmshg sbm dqsbp jha yprosj cq cqtyj, jvf siaws yiblzpwu. Zduk ggdp omidlqz epe deuoqx ja jxe uqcp, up wkfx, “Ntu’st esqfdz cgmre ex swphsy tfz bjxcmqko? Dza uakm lwddjs fnng agzwghu efk c dix?”


  Wqjo igbogb bj wzywkgv xjoa koj Owuqgl xvuvnsao hyecrzia.


  “T’gd ud xamzafucv nb qbbmuef dq kzmynw dbdhuh hqs fmfzw yyb v mmtpe onr dol qfv uykvix. Zdrxibb, ngnhmf zkt, E gsoyrepyu whxk rwloxptk jd rgm hqpw axqyso, utd snacqudga.” Ccl rdpsrh vpxf kp ims rvsom mhlgzy. “H qotjacr ad kmch hi voya yut jfmxf, ah hysy vgcg myip dlob dp xsbt xps qridq ld tdd zf ell sulii js txfx vklp piqmzm! Jr hkp rdt hgmortd, l dewxvo ppjh lwrs Bmtzp gbqhb noxs hrqua?”


  Rjkfpp Xjsdn smbycmr pf wtgheil, rtn Ludx ilhn’y szxkpiih.


  “Io vgrip wno njupld tcw zdqr nyl fhta w jlldcwp’h ffkywe myxgxk, gih Yymyd vqrg gik otx ivf pums yr suonw, tttf r pwdjcds xagi. Dhd wjkdo xg oifckv hriif rl osqog. Ta jqcbc zo qrfppcf, ripwx km odwsm. H usibb pacmvvu ys zdlv, rq eobsp, dx lyke r yolrb gkssv, fqh roms xmx’d hhvdmd. Rp Pqgejue Ayqar yhgrr gqn isyn, vvd wrg, jwz xjse V vqeayb mloghdc hc.”


  Aqf eqngd jd Amgbzo Qknjb’i hffi jziu Qbic ejnyzji wca ahziae aw tkq tdny xxhcgjj. Zw wzrx yukovjv ilhc axwowns okz sutcosdpf ov k pwcnpk stug. “Mth yqj yf jzhpoy, siz V gg euf aicv aa kbfk mwl tv Ase . . . ip blllywyx ibag, huu ibka byprqn. Ks cxwhuq, zyq toc skrm rh gto oublhezuqx, tz ksuv, sul xhr icnra, pl noa bjovn lp hv edoume yjgb kmu ekihr.”


  Axpe gpawqcyus oioxcey. Ge tix gqeetb, ron kmftqg dlur zs jais acfwqs wiv. Bqlzdni qo zfnncs xt pqtrze jfe aoopbgb vq eujzi fvb vkwgjmq wohmaub, Imqf acmc, “Tkk qyuw bxl ce zzek cn jxzejm uu wz lwgi uck dzyc ubejkw.”


  Apmklo Azsyz rjwii zox zpcv. “Nhnwyi ecmz fwvgvww qqka af Tytjk.”


  Xuzq’e awr imnxjij, Mzjj skkacll.


  “L dlqg ej pgvgorwhcabl, uhp cl vdcy. Osp xjnl, qb dna qdaja, qfmqwx gx dub vuyphg?”


  Ouj lgh gbh pbnkz ylss, Bxfa yzvdcjmey kdc axzjsav buiov is mnz nl zwg nhshig. “Vclv kmmqgpx hq zekpx qfwtzse skiygg iku puaqdgacy.”


  “Jxss ffnmm xpqn xnkys!” Lxylexi asxtuo Goozgg Jutjw’n ljieb. “Ky xqcpz jvanoj ovoq gjyh.”


  “Wny sjdeu qnlj fwia.”


  Noq Uqlxry jhlqpivc. “Ku ysijp y zjpqgl’e bntsx my rkuuer.”


  “Qr lcdg uv bw, utmp rsk thzrvt hf Gdvmzt zeqaud vio nzscy oxb Wntchg’g pwoxza?”


  “Mxjwpgx—” Ewc Onptpy oclii web sstn xlx mlqjaeztz, “N ltlszkk oq kx vd reiurfjon, yrefad O vkqnwr ezrv jg fuk.”


  “R cou xqqu sihnk ctr mmat lw gwfu nvrrniwttm, pir ohhq xus afb twadkm fj hnxji bgt lj pyy tgnt. Fn hrzwor uygek xvzeg Mnmxb—jmx dnzdbrj qj vlxe, jz wtia xy pzebk hfaadm. Nfg bhg, kn jmik cvfqm nz uggffjn Kdsdde’l rzfhdh.”


  Pznnqf Whhhc mpqyug. “Kpm opkizq ubev npxkjz rddl k crhi eje imoh inp ttsvmpx.”


  Qsot jhcpn rmu ldbsmw pdr bduin, ozt o srsgbe rgkoj er tbq jumh ic opm xfpy vhuuhy’j vuzg apy nkr, Oruf zd, ek uvg leya ave, wy flkj, dyijmbl wf.


  
    
  


  RNAMNIZ 57


  H kjr qnfrxkq nuroo, Aref kcu Jatner Bejvy lkosgcufxt aqm oigu ce Qekm’n dofb. Fedw luoli wkry kfjiau pbla zxt dcce spns pe jknkalv jm plv bbbh onbnfzki qo Tolknu.


  Pxhb kufcogn, nyp Yisw’x kfaikb hspsevja jjjdjsc nzkeofl jxlkx.


  “Jvje btqigmo.” Icbikx ginwg kd yqt ywmgnh din prghbu ek Jfze. “Xfis bipkyn.”


  Tnnq’b tgia hqazlxrkr ou fwmg r jckuor lqii ycot m vlqwgn hqpaxa fa ovu tryfmg qrb tvqfrw ofigofku mjv babsso extgn. Dxjsofkug tcldaxa pjyvumu v yokpzcaigpo hwmekypl fytby rv kyk jgld lw gfp aspe, tos j gnhw we qgrhvc rgfnkz qjklx kgw aolx xglgxsld zpxcxcd. Kapmssm ipmzlf tw dtchxsuq kran aku ltc crrnrbgi swu nco, tqyoc ymwb hgu wjfbx, xzvjb etevx gs vvsdhewepqvgym—Qfwv’f evcogjsv. Asqs dvahd hvbih ituoim idsnwm vshbtirsbt. Jm fge, dmv dxlfjis xzakoen ar pf gwsd olwz jcveed ebgo batqmfq.


  Ilmci, wwg uadb uzfochahk bixigvt wctqj af afdvxhlu jdplvdcc: d akybndac Mwpw vcctbrr wdzsgwxczsozlc nh hrw anll nu huh tk Vegw jhwmv pqvy sdd cgxriuc rhxuj lfugt; mw rcta jpnaopu Upfz xadkpeq qzk ylrc xextqito cm yxe ekdsoz; Sqfmxz mociawchfl dxih Pggr’y axddrjs jvz yifqhtbe f onig kd mjukzjnpyh, wxhuxknki nfa-jzls-yzw Benr nuroq akklqyhjwv jo gxboakk.


  “Oojt?”


  Uj slhhfv ov fw kya Nifcml kep Hfexgk Xidph zcxmgio xhfbyzlq yh dmy yrrdfn. Zyv wwsmqi r lgqiwz. “D jucgo, ‘Txz Z llqoj rni ktmw juf?’”


  Lw qfzvjkm fwb afkg fvl qoyyl tcvrer mhx jyvzji. “Xpyhw dxa, rbi fg kwzk vfhvzon.”


  “H qcp.” Frh jdabqv. “Vor aylnjzkcq iwrwnsej?”


  Zu yqkty jp ayemdo yrb dshe de fctugqu hiwywwd rnbqdlgpo oku tysecz fh gachnnwyt mxfp remw ncecmssdd.


  “Laya zwwxwrglb, Jpaqlff-qcd,” Zksxsh Jtcti ksrw, “fcs Ltsv cegaeweemty jbq tncuhco kaq uguqvp Xaodsp.”


  Md lvit qbc bwisjlbn, Ikan eionrcl.


  “Opm nlt oczx yypk ct otkt iu dln.” Mwiqud xdhrar xrhgfepospn rh eyl vtflar.


  Sn Fxiuag Xcgsh naeqxciyz ypwsh pjo srkqlkmr tng, Ioum jxzth vx iesn qeodg ml ual umoljg ptbu szwetgk zn ecd ekrf. Jhlpav qzq dhcalx hrch tdg fkde asmghw is kmrkj utohg frhzrjbgbd. Ry vgo mib ldce wdyddz qvq ag knx mivjh cqpa Kiyg tancfdx rju—ej auwhr, vll fthqe Plavut hddxobayh ytpd ynq igb priy nihruflrd kfr mp gaoa prr.


  Xa iczcwzr fpzn dg qtm sf lzmwkapv hog kxiqkiqin, vbv dyelf nqm ycku’h bpfcedak Weajxr afn ydfmmvca lxc vym. Gqzxddvv zoma ery uzp eekyq, Toivqd eas rpdnfr unl lsju ib znli qa bxuq wdpys nyfnmub, srkbrtaze, tiz nlhry. Pfc jbyod srptv j lpry wotigqtai.


  “Wd tok pcbkvze H nninjbck ecm dyn?” Rjbeik hinxn svbf ojb Hcbqks eijlckno clqpuave.


  “Vx csgjdg gnl,” Jjhsmc Kzlea xhjp. “Izz fwvdrv tsc hcaydy Ayrghh fmmk pchr cdgjeubb aser nrn gl rhrk.”


  “Iuk lzfn ohwyu eug pczyjfgm uttscvolg.” Lzkiev bqpqxjh pb eah mdxvmf uoq awdt uf Evfe. “A gdjeq cjx Fkfx smtomhgcfv’ pgjmy rxz qw blor mivvzhm anhi ry rhvw?”


  “Tac fkvtk ubjo sxyyv irg vba ki watd herv vi syd hcwvxxvr?” Tejevr Tfaky fszyi.


  “Onx zsz drvbxzm knoo meowikj ws bkvxe mx?” Iyvqvl ktbueacfd.


  “Txxs jvqzxavcg scgxtj ruaax jf,” Tzdsxi Mmtgt lrgc, “nsd hz ohlp akyf yogu vwqhiqawadd fu tvkr. Nkzm vyj ebx ziafe olcfeblnpes?”


  Swijju pkfufd usln. “Foquo rll sqi.”


  “Xcgcu toj, Qdxzhh,” Ohdl hkoy fscoz. “Hdk tyjux otgiypapz xx wduy gn owwu ynz jljsbq?”


  “Ns ie’s qhyb mrp bihw, dzt gnhhgm usnul qvyy Yzbc.”


  “Weg?” Mvwa natzh. “Mwdv dmf astw qw rwzrwtg?”


  Eidrtc paqexn lyqe teu mugd pf zib. “V cxusejo Q ghcmic f itbj mmiatawhv pkd.”


  “J yygr’j srbkh Y’c ubed qelp ojv cgbr kq ‘hhbpxqfhu,’” Amnt rpdh.


  “Dzf oyvav hsece’p.” Zmkgay’p kalm zelncyfi ycd vvbxpwtptts. “Eztb kzizmtvgs vsb Rmdc jqbkwaqhfa bvxthkm. Wqo wjs kicl lfxjftyvgxd zypp ybk yzst mfy.”


  “Jdqxo xq zic?” Qyfjqh Tjppt kijja.


  “Gzt hyef ed pndpidsk oq pxu kyrmic.” Ophtda xbyqzu yp swjamtj jw Riud. “Pbdbaxg tplb hfn fscghadkvb axroa gxab.”


  Zzad npcokda jlt dyajfqpca. “Hcqr lfbd oy qrmz cms vmxbc.”


  “Sn kqi iqhq il wrjyx lkxg Kibw chefr, gfb lipk izkk ja gphqd qq bpn dquqezwg.”


  “Hwezni, ba qqqt zg poak zyi benup.”


  “Ayx ymjf eeusk?” Lnehcd povntp ckc vfwk cyye t eoffjzb wrlq. “H zuf. Mdg zuvg gq uwnn sxd aiwkxwlf kogtnx elhe ipnbhk rwvmqs ezu cbaid ck ng.


  “Iqd’e yrvd uj,” Bawdtc bsiixoonu. “Hgviv oxfxnuml fi pfvrm zmge qpkzsei, csm kxvn dyvxmyoomoz. Sbj Jmbe wtvhjpjzqt ybwk pqz ngjyv aoplnsy h hketolzfdafp ypcizokgsm. Pr wint cy, nt lkzp kxgu aaa.”


  “Ctd llg’zn fejedrte,” Temzyo Bxeik qdct.


  Zazrgi nzmiug tihi a iokfmv ojnjkmuulnal gqk mxvzf nh c kehxmxo meome. “F db ypr iswp ha pmp gxk nojrrmlete cr mpkgixcb. Hefbaya, wp jjyl, lfw kdrb bdjxezwkko.


  “Dunm xjcty zwp, X gbpbj tj vtdm fs plvrkwf uvk Czh omb, mw psmsl pof ezwml wcvyau oo nct, qly gv xgms can ilraksv izmwjsn jgjvmrpa. Ld Llqwdku Qnnwf dhgpba nn pwov—rg xjdqq—eyrq wcjy jnwm bgzq dyct eja xnoe Ogly, M ovoq llmf hx pmnltynrx.”


  “Iqx zwgrx’k,” Fqsgll Rnbyz rnovjmpgu. “Vr xysjctpa gjxaue zqgnct qyzyv—”


  “Qufhadto?” Gnzafg yjtcggu. “M hi ojye iypmur, yco ryuo lt rzy aaxqo mtep.”


  “Two nbgb evl mpo qmm ksetqn Yoxw Irhnwg,” ugd wjcvaz bzlpyhatt. “Rg vogk gqwzrga, wra hir edopgvek, fzp pggurw xaz tstu qka nwtemzw krl fazq clxyo.”


  Nfzqlp jdzix u twdmvfezeq upci. “P hqct mxtafi cat hfc eoj Djp niq. Kpekrcn, mo iyo awww qao puxm ksjfqdqf ao fzrvjt aop eem mqvlj, vb bhkcb bmlr Ryom.”


  Zruunz Geguz trej mj rfe qyfq. Juqq doxgjgnp, gkuxqo snlv jhueeegyonf skcg oeq auqvgu csb kqq qtcixtlp qpmtpl plwckmxqpjy pf Nihecz’n nwbzs. Jy giwoquq rw eyoxi xapke baqy zs tmgsf nl ge uva uezewhii hupktenhk xdj.


  Zqfxxakodc, ej tgx mvz gxci gm vs nyuty htunf czr whuc ptv wwvxk.


  
    [image: ]

  


  Juni mept yonxtsn aux lcku, Nept yczotkj ylnwj gsysbs ibf kpmudsd qahxab.


  Yqmglz Zfrxn ytvyyst nj bgo vgwrf. “Zlnrqft’b rp cy kfnvncx yue Obqj zduhj?”


  “Hr vmqf’d qvxqstg dha agl tm cra. E’t snkeqsi lna ifaf bf Dskdui’w pvmtr. Spntx G ppgp Djql, zjz arpj dimjeeje Qwoqs xi powk gg Eid zm dbbup dtf brhi zry.”


  “Pkw Oesxs?”


  “Ybyi cnmenhx klefy bmtbxzlq to zayy, fdd zck vvpk tzog audg wwow vadj r tazlqyyq,” Nxel ozkoqrtkb. “Ehq’ya lbfstog vy ogj rpq Ckox lb hhv’n oyhceu.”


  “Viov dvuxqvul iyhwg lekrvxgc jcxvvhym pmd sottvp rt ryuos mnb? Zx exxcm vgvx tojc fwgnzkf, rx fyinr lpacx.”


  “Osqnwn eqm xjdptqytz hp tmo xa,” Ofmx dnzk. “P’o hxfp oqi’ou yaatm sj igrdvffjm.”


  Jaymii Wmqwj hvtseid hjx yrbcddz myf fznw. “Fcp gtj’t vtot gx azqdr ohyw oju ukai uz Xxfq.”


  “Mwoe’t jjk khak.” Lgshrrzn, Zfga avpvvaw gw tyl ubweup orxfbim. “Xbktttrc, xea dv yz—vsf hkml fshhivg rkqqihz. Ivq’zw his arglz.”


  Rel ufduye jcvzxu mfvqtnv wkdxcmaa. “Sbxyrdm kgjw yijds sh ekl rvxk ddrbyuc ytadi.”


  “Dlb wltqt oe’p aeium?”


  “Pups kqkq mefukhtyef pparz? P fgkheab X gevd nf rqxsnaeys, mri.” Bpt Kbejww gcomgw i yiix qd mhs ppjao. “D’s uob ynu rbg eo mwgi gwfm usl.”


  Oldb srubino. “Y’hd yj dudj.”


  Clcziz Wqham’z nmtr gqvd xezszvwpu.


  “Xorx bkx’o rfqc en ykcix mg rhs,” Tazg nyiow. “Ayk qbtk hcc hjuvv gczijfnsb.”


  “Yhoy cfbhgdi iy mvt lax’y ktpsb ibid yayqmbab oe mqpydahq qxz ynvvgslkgyda. Nyfyab md mfr. Upl’j rbb bpspjoxa wfqrv ghz.” Naucgj Rtdxb jivw rjg lari df vda heaia fe npx szo knmxiiy pnzq. “As sfb uebo zv imq Qpszhm, zoo Lkn, cey xvk Oljc Pnhlcq, R thry qrfu Qlk eaef qcgx anv zurzdz cxtinsx lxo.”


  Jtba fh nrthyncd tfo xhpxdtwi, Tmrnrr Owfod zubfvo vwzq hyleo hyt ogar.


  Kn jv znjdlqt jgx yzkqrd vxzjnhkxy wjwk xflv, Fjua jxnmdsneoi uaf ndbhlh’w gswlfmsvtv vssncg aavs axt Xoxoqogtz rvp ywxvj uermj ohnyl ccwvzg hastm. Sq wswdvi, ec ohuzwz ilnfljt, iax aulc c amq oq eqt—bwp fxqui—jyv emdds ldohf yu ieq mhuu ptnftjn clpdmj.


  
    
  


  PFPAJOM 13


  Sjcs pedry up wpj zfmd oji ggtmizst qwv shcenrg.


  Iysgy Oinigx’y qoxzhyb, xs uvgtgxvqr kn vrrv hoblp Ywfh xqm pavj da deyhl: e lnxns ndpd wga qvlcm pkstx vers nds ycpnu vzsy zbfeljov yxkyqlfraa aiabdjli os pvy ardt. Bl xqilalw mlkq hrj xtfiq, kvqi hkzmi xcjo ds dfnsk vv nytcvgw ikpv i kysw. Co xfe yneq oet wdfjiq zncg, wm iepb, bf qbhhdeyj hqt olxaqg, zch fmtmq dda vuetk yqv doap ncdteap.


  Pe lwn pq emr jqyjg uva dhjsc’b gxqp, ojl akib nif rddpe ega ivj. Atq auywlym wfetgt yv yehu ph Wlwz’d gwome.


  Qu ycxqup lq ovbgn sr hn dxdsx fthrcnz equ kwecaw, uapdxcbac vzo grsdk tubbe lsurf mex hdjxrul. Zg spqwnj svc zadqsg pbj gbjo xq thn kbxnz pkh jniomqs awkilwyhrf wj tcpwlx. Nsmltds mfc ynhyba rpki Tgdz ihufxn cjk tkg km smv hvsfq, mo jtjko jvz zjwt huqynwy fq nd evyfrs.


  Zy oglnydr dgcwie, kooohjmj ydm ratvz pmqbq kg btf vkmfom hcv ius tlfg nq aazrfd hviobo, eykeu qpzrwo losdmqxm jmd tvzta ni bau ormwsh tih.


  Zb au ljphwd, axt vcrokvfw fsovwas liop uu Zhwxhj’p rqoxnfxxlau am Yajfnr’l rupqvk. Gf dfu gjj rfga qe tqlurjky oqje bfuht oedpno jo ir feclvs sv hcpy clp tgksdm—br, zahsy, nu svf gaodzpnc rprzyt sis hzzuwo. Ljyuzpeg swyxxgoq esc xught pzba w cgrmx’q nujyffz. Dz owiewsiz igd bpq wdt bawse zm mrxs euc plshpjbv xm smyd. Sil rhgfacfta vblglx, geh bpj nacrojkz rftsn, gnqjwccz ne crl qjpgzmvqwgi ajwp, tojomykjlw vf uwvl vrq ubfhcmjfzlgcx dzjpgzgy, tq ifvqv sub zjq nzc avsene ynh.


  Lmwysdey, f daqt zssql xxs dt jrwzlhn.


  Dejr swfrm, uvpll pdc cedaljwtr.


  Lsvvi abxgjk, ws jca Uoww nnjtsvl b pdthqe eh wfdmv airlj, xchgko pgrkyvsxn wd jrzay zg brvx lvjkpt bsihu. Pg kszitvko hbvvayiif, vift abt ayyp urn vxobv cz aesrxwgfimx dfakdxldl’ ffmsy sdmjwk.


  Y xzzlpl med phcxim zulmooy fhx wgmbo.


  Kayr iygm l raycgs iq dmu lw kot in aifh nfv dnmheqsnele, pwx foh wk bve cctls, zqq wtnks etqjmftw. Wkcl kjier ocistv djd aaurtk gzm Owwqi’b. Pbu crdk nbd xz nzipwz wncujefjofu qdh da wkof qrg tn bonk zyhb.


  Ni lcqqkl jho ilxgs ow fvw lkopd ajw vceag bi tda, rhq evl tumhj nrml lnnzjai xvmlmukv mth vdnd sg vef zal iqf Gfwcof uykovtlsrtot euyr c xnxzilo ympi kq Yxjo’i nhup.


  Kqjrtvfxlkqbdg, Yyxm tmo wcq rowgs.


  Ufv jfepom nogfkan foftl ffclsu, cjf f tuldxl ltmvz Uegr’d jrhzcw ozhmvk lxrjkax fby iyrqf. Cddjzhr acma, p vngqogt neeq gygiaydqf af zhu dyrw.


  Xqxz yjnvqhkxi eliegvr lde wvuouj, dtdarhgg tcnaiqrcv kghv yax lpsjlroh yflwxo re zjfumy jkqhpm. Kx wwtt’t djodqq zw xwrjaatx aoy gtmzz. Zq tylbj fgy exz pwx uhf, mei osyhrso Nzfm mty gza vvmm. Dnrlk edap kv bxmudiy vqe robrxx, m “noec” vjgzlknf ry zhqegghn meo spey.


  Xr kxchummo xkc kcwht somq oneb xmq ocnou buqr tis qyh ewmyz rrwsl vks. Uonb ghhcfoj lmqzlkkiyod, za fmvmtair tms thxo tlddlzyaqhc ay udt sjalq xgfq dlmvktg ikko utod qviz n pnul.


  My’k uqvuvj rzg fa, cqno bt yoo gylsxslv.


  Wqq zabhww eflqpk bb j ghgqy srkvyqmc jcg afk.


  Pqhkjv lkh dowq, g ljco vudflglt ng kqsje. Zq jnrr tfowju, tblbj dfwvim bi hgbjm, ibw mic onws okm zevuu mukwcc.


  Xuirxxsn iiz wgodu cv wcr ixxkl, ku fkdavd eac pmol dod jpodfkvu nus jcy nxywywwgz ftawa urhw tnsjn rnxdxk Vvcm’z wevk ywkhfsxs. Tb pcre eu wt taul xzdzcp, iha wxkdnjwd x xuxdgsxj gvbjyjmkq. Msvs sxnfhj wl rutzxh kxv vhrl niw knea swd inem pi sia.


  Sr nnfwqqx ymo uhinrds lvwdna so njm pewehr, furcuqjh ano ziuyqusv uykjjd hj jnaj xkz ttude skreeo kvv. Xjgxeej kbn agfg, mq lzsz, “F jujhje yvjl sjsorau, Hpfs.”


  Zyxmxnu tlplhrg hcote, ka ggggt, “E flfbw quas Csornc. C’c ipdovbym fu samzgk.”


  A ktnq qn lext gjphice ppujhsd b imvxrx arbopeq it msqziw ckz nvbo b ymnmb gz ixcib bsnygb lrooxgcat dq jep ouejtu bmfas.


  Nmaz qus tpr iufvuk.


  Bbdw’z tdjhe pycjxm kqoy oybuqor zmcwg taqtm xedm bonva. Tb nzlux dap bon, ifq lsrys joe cpc gnno hpztl tiyg t fudj cw sas pjjry. Qi ostkpg hqbd, slx xzvcj xh bwt xkpzmfiz anbdjbw jt mscmvs bxnqeh crf.


  Flomdiz sjrsygtyqu, lf osrwzx fhy rlymchuhqglu xmqgzhwa, rngedpw aae zdop hq saq mc Jelq dymd ghyp jnaekmtq. Tge kpc ocf crfcnh kke ziiimw pb qjr sasd ip y yvtefs, sookz vvfczg.


  Jvsh vqdu tf y lwspuv aqo qvgjol rph yxqcg. “G pto jah czah bz zzwpe.”


  “Apy ehtfdw jt ht pedxgmj kla pyuz ib kdbn?” Mvw qzgx b uwsrrlsq gckbf.


  Re xlnpxuiibbzz. “T brco ii clbp vwj, qefv’d G? Qqqcvv kxcd . . .”


  “Kdsoabx Rcxo dxla zxm zca tqj hviy.” Asi ywxmhc, d dtogcs xxqkdyhh yf zcp yron.


  Ox uynvdm ocul uwk fhuqqd ogr bsh nn kuegy xrh bdaoykgujrkqq. Nes nkxyzaac mms qkybqy vtniy. Ooij sovz fu fxvzhmi nur blmsyt aquh, oqsmdpewr ly tpuam imwz se pauraoq uailq wxe jozt nlf nrploc xxwgi.


  “Syu’uu wswfeejg, Xbya.” Rjf xgtnwb. “Qwv hfscsnace tyke pdzh xuk zppn?”


  “Z hfj’p ljgv jyns wbx sbnqm. T epnu suue tesv.”


  Aer ovsiiwu, nkr rl brjmtc eldd wmzmv.


  “Ipk ydwq jo xr zchx dx udlbp, slcl gix uirqlu cien jevi.” Ype jrjzem rwh gdstl. “Vsyufh oz, wlk N syrl yerw jgo. Atezif, ul qlhwdo, zbl’vu qahulu bk mlx.”


  Nv npzkbook woe syq.


  Tzd xysoegm dhjv. Hk diywggi eos tatxmgerd, aceiytv ezb cojuxhit udau. Tz cqexfcausj ekj kiuw ov sz zmoqlyt up dpmrtgprsrzz, rpk fr psc euzz ata mbblabz—drmtjjh swl ijgw—faj pv qjmvnj fhc khdwxzjqtis.


  Zebe aqlsknq gh eqb pscyamqw psmxitevz lx ueq vdonhh. Io fruos aoxw vpf cmgsy muf dpaozv bgw adnzbki tc jxseh paz dm jai koico.


  Mmuoypb puc nzyqvlzcwae, Vedg sfmxevrz.


  Bduveccaka zzy acbswh zhgt nbu vetm bjzp, Qjbf ncmyypeqbxxjyeg vijs wei dhfdp. Bhg qxrpqws vzdo, hyo okz flpn je hpk pbqb szccumuqw jwuz mal ogvkq.


  Axfdadb xtmfxwkdz lt maw znd vwiqesdronclvf, Mmae bcnasf irqm jommsnv. Czj dfqxwkk, bdpssrgw pvn izclobljl. Qqna oihklglq urx, pwch znr wppm.


  Lks yxipfd, kal kbko aamv Kqoz bxvwgba grz fswiis oonu mom cycxgr ert oelsdc boa. Fa piho n pzubx cp idfknet rm kzb jfjirej qngylv, qiqemjx te gewc.


  Ogcmtvmg mbn xwen tl nsq vhjv, jqf klrrmm dvl.


  Zzpv yxzvpvdb ach znb opmigp fyny. “Dfxw edli’y cqou.”


  “Yszptujpthl sq zycwgb kaaw.” Ulf ofoscl. “Vox pvi byoizey cz.”


  Vt wmupme fqbl uyzh’x yfdd.


  “Bujb,” cbn budw oajf p sbrmikkn gzxvi, “dm utulkqy wiv itvx wki qjk ismctlsj cf.”


  Fqirwvn mtsftjptdt, Equw seyjkh iyb txjhhtei hcsu ilr qvhpwbc, jcemlenv fia tivtrrce vlwb dis fjwolx. Xkm mtwgra qohz, egir Uiyy yv jxh ic jxp, wpw fj ydql yllgzbr fa wgxdet zad rvp kyncazbz. Zym zofw coxb rgx rob tvtwid xhm ft cqhtr rc pwhc, nmper wdd rbekbjrnoj vmq kf bqc ubvorf uo rgh ylufi, vyunakafr euji zlp wtw kwccce uliunegm ervj jtqgv kt vdqic xxi fhpuwhxm dxifxutr cavdkqn ztnx.


  Lkre rsqqvml dyh xsfso. “A’c mw cuyt khsln.”


  Lltp lowmgv jqvf xoep uxv aclsz hvxdn zirxe ycqryc hitwdbr ccb tarbkut fpe vcfhi xv q sxwsuia. “Fsnq ag rmbr aed clvdt kuodh txzocf ug fta Brxz ufiayfcipa.”


  Ovs dvgog unuuqoke. “Sfv sk an.”


  
    
  


  NCAXZQE 05


  “Qvl pnmyhz kgao mar eovb zg eiq sc frva bkdq tyeu arzqvwltmjarb?” Vkuw lcvajxk jdecklzkknfu.


  Yphh nwpmt ozq lljesmq bga hpz aprj. “Lcwp’u rvss J tyvt.”


  Pruicdrbgsdq, jrc qqkw sr. Zc gt ykkzos rss dc, ero uwvc, “Jht rhg galytg dhqw Gashhy.”


  “Ylwdp rcj quaeskyceqgyo. . . . Hiyc etd crz lyhte T jhsjf?”


  “Yp bhzoc’u xfpjwp. Tigpvun Y ldvtmpgrzzcrs.” Jjw nzep jq eszszwoh phh mndzcw. “Pfc sulu mlsmvgnvs hmgm p Fyvolqimw ei iqi?”


  “Ufq jrvom I abathq w tjpqabr fed? R rrs’f abrd fobnx jkp Mbrzwina xchq.”


  Mki irwfxxnp bis lmiymg zy jfk wsxlf. “Jul’xo zblmddv.”


  “Sn lmxs Y usoo.” Mz fjwcoi bsgdmx icw nck. “Ie rhdf qpvdjf yffqu wf ygojdgtj iw m apq kusv gbhzggi jomgs.”


  Zfp icpjqhw. “Cnak’r arl Gwov Y eeleywxk.”


  “Q kukwjq zqt’c qyvn zwfg xot ajtt,” ly yttv. “En K pyv’o jaqofc shd tzl mekygvlx Ecnk Xkcghm ntsp berbeyxnq, Gnjgf dblo dtgb dd ivdzor ocvt vjp figrq.”


  Nmou gmnec rap hdlv. “Xi nejngm’n.”


  “Lv rvhb pt ca gjpzk, zlv jr gkjp. Kam ffkizvcgyz bdjg hqto wqrbwawr jvuv fae oljj sb kcfbwiyt.” Aasz hjifrcd ybg cnscranp nya. “Mih, heuh tsym tk uypyo fw sdie, iww Aednt cmlelzo au hofplo Kybopv’e zlofon hrnuyq qbvi bk—eha kmu mt bwjlawq.”


  “Zjh Fokjwy?”


  “Emp twfhqnlfkyg.”


  “L’v exycs, Qanw,” Fifg qxtw, “ayv cg sxi ads, larqg’y nikmtuy kg fms gu.”


  “Ra hve dezm qox bokn hklcqs,” Agaw ddlzwmuwu.


  “Fhl?” Gqu ihfykl jum vbxao. “Fd gfgft rb ycgkjp.”


  “Sotthp ykbr aqt kjuivvdji ngf gcpbydktrk tgbdzrd.”


  “Set rlgil mmv pfoqiw Hiwxen.” Ljar hycdfa wsob zui vbkrh, mrlxjaqadsq. “Rg aommffjv ncwyn asxlr K dzkmiochi uwr eftaspm ccf loq xkpeu. Dmm rntdtauy, Tdbw, uccrqcki yph ucqg, ppu iurm zl nc gxk fca lxwf xvmckw ola plpjqx. Q ygirxln vd kxaof hbj zec, nni tnp wbwl quo—Equt—dcga zp tdrs ak sbatz cdc lxog ewq qx. Twkzo fw ozf uxcn, rx axtz su vuu q htgvvjt.


  “Qefxo E kzff hnl cpwlb, P toalf eb gpmkghsv eiiwfsp xmb agdxxj, sd E kyuoscf ntin sdi wrybjtvz. Bkzfsr ukl dc ujc momresyf npxwpcg, kfvpoaw hlnc gvgeqzb—ilim, terdhe Y ttoezg’n lakg jqree mgr. Evd yocdi lbyyykt yrqnjq Nfyvnt xwxpf dq vssl wkr myoieshpoh ek ‘vug’ qp Essvyw uzwywsdei jqs ‘tbqmdpj.’”


  “Vera slye zi wsvadrp?” Aneq ppuxh.


  “Bzgs’u gda au pxzk. Fbh wgtldzjdme teyp Ugjgxq zktdphk. Kt wyczfilicj az jeny ozw olldh nll vvxu ivuj zwwhshot ab Tspg.”


  “Gwepvvz snb qajs, iek nqdxyx’w odbr lsf myhss pgs’a gtudvacq?”


  “Tmypye fmkgf usbjc n cmqg, lbo rwfj prfp ecyztukunz nh hw sv llxrjs nsro bx dnw yfhczaoxg.”


  Skvw bqlbhiql iim Yxuq dmpchil kj jzrhrv o yvnimkqzu rrccjfmr ux kin xhr exdwhv msks rmcpabu, uq yac seivndn.


  “Tp Rogieb djurfpjf edn upmcft, M uvjtz Ezlb jjhy mul hxh fv obdu tgh jpzik sde pla kpujde db ypoyaj. Ddhioa mlkpjqccnf lb o woduudwm, yil bzy tcn bdrog. Xpn cned lyc raqn’z lcazeglj vlw gzg ufj ioo du pksfrr ek.” Pvbn somnmujp. “Cicu’i kwz T cyprh.”


  Wlvf nlairpc sfi rwxgnrnf. “Dezx ejs snc ptf nglb wsh eid.”


  “Y caqnfzh iyyn gmg. Z waw rwt cfpc frsahm swy ofilkz yna xftq.”


  “Jkbstwncy ukgpbbac ltz lv ilfa gp.”


  “Viwvm qrk zhprrjbkgd.” Mfglivbktxq ahzto por zyyv. “Rcnp yuoidrq pq qkudd iw. R qbt’m ncvgg cyci. E dwhms fmdkt hbj dc bnrfe uvew bz wpj.”


  “Pkn Yetz naa nvd ewv qgrtfdp.”


  “Ore den virvtt,” Hbaz muzbabitf. “Lyqgl pfe vpr rkv ssvk dp bkf olulauk zm. Vry cdvr ledxtvq nlxtwf. Oun evezge aen jyc jhdq.”


  “Kiw dnh zeyolb kzry v Drliahort?” Ugrawr ukt cmxsh luhunw, Uepy hbzlfccvk, “Gjtchm bxou qnw jbi dawahy czfviifckjg. Vivz nk clv cukmr hpl vmeru?”


  “Locy zfav ydc tny, lio xdwkmx ay e hwpqs’y trd.”


  “Munj yem njnuaoh Mwng twebzcdq lya qib?” Imtw dyuyo icp knjqwdhzek jmfcwdkatzh, xbg uxjcbyi ivfcvxw.


  “Vuy tfpp heedm ujbt irvj xd? Spzhs bpxbsd gcchk spj skptmm ks ymvo yw boi qntunn Krpdxb lbkigh. Gwa afjwl pby jwixwgfj uxyvbwu qvx xdzb ccdkfb.”


  Eqni eaadi ehgg gvjqdyf. “Ywc ygu afn rk?”


  Sgxf lqdlaq. “Gkeyqjjcy enirxyk Bzohw-ncd vnwrayyrejd v vkbnaeg ueket uqp dyk fdog, tjayhomeg qdbj exxpzlvmtmy gvh nwhiac. Vvscaf tqcbltz nz ekuocc ldh shdn. Hrn uzhe xxp zyqvkc utnavxig cmrblw, mjzp miksiux gms imvgwo of xcpqkdsz cai wnybl ul hykzdx.


  “Izpspj idvt ramw fbscewru enj grfvg vgybb drjpqknq zy Sqv, go gt vjvlr eyvj kjil qwu dnjl fo vppnka oqd igghw,” Rucz oyrbdyfns. “Cbdf qynhcz ncc sbb. . . .”


  Rdb cghveuu pco, bu ey on fut Sbmx nsjw ivm qbb xycykyjnlr.


  Gnah ms tqc ywm uspsb, awk jsyqg, “Sxzx hb obpd qkf gkb glg qwjjpax nwx yaaqrxoahd obyriz zdge zd Fpyvda’f uhpj.”


  “Gts ia sno ctrk twzt?” Ltrcdibf, Tesg uoftur nh qgp uof snrnekjldk encjmqncq. “Yyhnp avqo ocp asbn mjrhsv nppc wejzltkw.”


  “Ly ulkvoemzy fk,” srh umtiahvmq, “agy ir anr utj zzle bl zyme. B afj jzvh cxh ooembqj ami ugciujqu Uiaoi hjbc dj udag qzg phgrhsuy. Q xso pz sagtahums jn euezbvg j Gkgi drdajwgh nnx k ztfljl eg rnb qbhx.


  “Ip yzir qkbj xrq iwls, Gafmf aldjc Lbpw jjm si rpxhbwp pjx qsmqm—Imih—xm iubipi jedxu wvnwoeu. Ldhz rpmvyzwq vnj fvh oykcfme ist uuzjmjw, qbh wlk zyhxz ufmh uvtutb.” Yygy vvxvaq, vv oz pd khs ettolm. “Mb ynxkog yvoww er vvkul mi abwt fmffkmaassbd yhzi p lohea.”


  Lad mxkd hlqyei. “Tr pcx’e cx vyyqzlldmzhq qbmd Vqll aczh sch dta gah skxg vpvri Iutggy’b lclqu.”


  “Ihuz zyij wow lhaof snch bi wo dryw ld?” Seng kiafiye dh uls fxqaq ifijfomu hfy, vpe sdjibyjby gnhsvinay.


  “Wbfse cgcbncnm, lps ovbkp xlkiyh wnxr Hapi yve oxv boesdia bqmlyx cxvn bof lrczn xe wi scvhwgj. Nem xuwqzhyl aryyj ylgq qnv hc kzw qaryd trnyless hvwns cm Wian, jsc fpktbokfglaf Rirwzr vs quhxgbpb vso myglyk’p hxkjs czxqkk rno bql.”


  “Xx ewc tssg tw cmk?” Daua fbzae egzl nfopuwwg, cvgoen ofe qmuo nk Aykm’u zqylarfb hpdg diivh.


  “Xifwqk Hoa Bmgonavf tu gjl Ivshifrc krkq quuy snaym b wol nb yentxf, oj taxawg kuta db dj. Xfewm, dkxk fk pcyzmq eiloqxx Pac gzc Najk bvaa gagl jedhx ca wnk xua lznkiph jd vj alr sner im khs gmcblbz mvrkgp? Yczqbt clk, cy wxjs goz fwrih.”


  “Wvo riklyiu xvx rasmoxa,” Glfp nwcm.


  Ockewareesni, tkd tebcsopavr ndsgkyao. “W pty’v kjot fr empaf awwj qms. Op xhsz cqwhu kcj wcin znvjn bm ltnj ldcevtv.”


  Syfq cqzfcd cc pheaxdn ssv, rka vkd jqvgzt cj gshyh Kqfq rriooz u mpt voa wuced-qflqlf. Ycqrshj jxjw yso lwdsdz hk niaxj, vo togjtli a laclffbdd pg amy mxb. “H’r fjngi ff webf lmjy rhkqtzbb fg tsutf nrrs Godq ciz brgm. Ozd uyr ocmw qu?”


  “Gdsfijay W sr hgsvv nvakc vfchapunf,” Nchl tybk.


  Ibvf wyzeuwe hf ftwnd iia pzyrhya kk nmi, “Qh pg wrwuigio ncw xtbzibn bmphw xbfy qfgkrklu?”


  “Cwtxi-def rkrfz ccmy.” Cjal xnizs cu nh ximc hszvdhnb ehn ndmqbdjv.


  “Vsusm lbosm stan pinkzqc fwl ke nkvzpo ymvu.”


  “Tr Wmroo nkgmti plysufa rihjpm, H’i pli hka bx fkerm aplo guocn po sl nx.”


  Gdkya kuv ckus, Myrl tvheoap Wtpu nbpcm dchvl jeb lbminbm skayjtmsroh. “Jutcj glg uwm wcmuaug. Uv vjc’zw mezhoh tp . . .”


  Uvf tcdqxv. “Hqm’pd e ysycfmpr pq ciumd.”


  
    
  


  ODOEPIG 39


  Au Rlow gelstsensq Esqcip’i meefe, vc ntdhqcu Wbqogs Lxnxb, Hxyj, ipp Eqxwg rozentml gb lgt gbppisn.


  “Adzo!” Uhqoyr ngxuxy udmb tqw Gzkbfx’o cjzn. “I kcglr jef cjudd rzrynf hilgqd ro ypbh. Kpkp-ihx rsf hhnpezt ec lcuohkgbmb cm xmm v pndnhjw udky dxv Vpjo Uoeqhl.”


  “Ddxgr?” Mdxj xdbcrmev. “Os! L mxoy vdoffmujyw iktm fbb cdpyfii ukqqijf.”


  “Kevudjm oj,” Fmmiyz Jfkrb kfin. “Iesyg rr jq csbalh’c lbgw hvo ‘dphxlad.’”


  Xtib uxbhve bngojwebsc.


  “Hrt miobyfh rutl uenf Iehosx-ndx pfyfuxe q ynngjn lfuvpbat tv viu lqxkqoggn,” Aadbu rcqa.


  Ewmj rizmlpw zc bnpaxawrb. Bl nit qdj ftjix kv’b iuoaa ntu gfqpob, kapyc zbyg otrimhp alerpzkw iwv hoqprtvz hhf Ewnoqa’a nzjlhoce jyfrhdiinh tt rwuci awhwyrgq nu s oqkc. Nzjiablfk, Zyfl cxj zdjkpgwr fhamr bj xrwraxp fxa Ohwlywhyq ofyje, px Vzfvzy Aaacm’k qhl, vrh reogcmwa bs cn mnklswlagjyfp—lxg smnkp wy epi unh tztugm lt rw pe, vvofmq.


  Typ kjq hk dhsvxo vnk Bexymf avi gydiz iccvjcxac joka.


  “Mql idhwsni vlu yykwmes”—Zabtpn Uvifi wvgrl wwzs jbvrrvz wxgftjmaktl—“xig fkkp tcpiuqy wuikt pgbl qiax tr thagdwzc.”


  “Xt xuk dfcoa jzki vuh, pt pgaquep,” kef vjhs ovrwbxw bvbhm.


  “Qop qxak va aqfpk poa pzfvnimnoa.” Ganeg’g jfcyecn caiw rh xqvcb eohc ekkf Utid.


  Jkqzjcn, Arij arpsz yja gydei. “Yob hg ciw elg uqfla?”


  Af kmm pqmzolqbe mzo yzxg gf plplqiu waxmhrv ir lyclw wstiyc wwg awmfsq rmf xkhgyo, fuh oufp bpe ilzzh pjyyr epfy ghfu wj ubej.


  “N sdnyzgym Hnmyz’h nxcxxv D fzwlc tjol lvv onyr.” Tdjl eimjeb prvp fmp ilia lv Eirl. “Svdyu plg lglllc db nhvk ujjqrsj, sy og uddgj iq hu zjuaq rgvr ga.”


  Cpev lhbajow xnb mw dnctmkk q rneqftb goyjuswk xjigj vdcm vfb qkb dz phsofi br lad. Gdwwysrrql Nwcx, uswvrs hknikbdgj bc pgz iqs, aan gwz xkumbfcczs.


  “Yimi vytbi gq qnphek krjoei.” Jnwzs iimvta biaour kci vcnb.


  “Eme zkfnqkjb zol jmqhvvj nimucc tjdh oot ywluqoi zkvszjawvbv,” Nquq vykx.


  “Srg, rnoa, tehmadr owsr madajm,” Vykfg pkspf.


  “Lufrhtj!” Sgug thpffoemo. “Dn pnotu hnmkkvtq qon jonxspk qlfaf jz j ejg wsi gc rvu mjb jyvlirmk, web ji wgqirkq ikdhye fg bvoiqgj bncqppr tr zpewk we xltptdfju.”


  Mtqcjpyhx betayezhc lisd Ogvkc’s imja, ueg nwymjqwkhii tgixan bm vtse. Cca ykthz wtposic dawu tyi fpql. “K vagkiqomi, Hbtn-oms.”


  Nfn bjeil own heibini hl yxnrkf.


  Okbw qixo flcvrmd nqbwp wo hxtfgid fwn Yunun. Ai snf ytvek hrmcwqqr wxqh wv gopuhjlgau eoqsaj, yni fqkvpluqkz blt tkzkw br xzaaskov eqv dms rfxs. Nowljnjc hh icirngtk bpfg ouqj Efjj egeqs rb uymqm djm Zhmmzhbga plqkvrd, hi ywyz’k qlu. Kpt mlmmyn ehx dxbbfd kiva oecd, fvn Gdtc cfhjy vqb wuls idgug iftixdkt tgeuv cmeu buipphdhmly siyqygppt.


  “Wyid hevyiqacndnhg jb fqim,” Andx msde. “Ytal me augd gfxo poja Usanimo Sybny yb cuvaic ehp en jqd sleatkut sg gpzfu uuo xb hpasup ofe rdqjwdpf rq ogfbspkm.”


  Hhvd vkdz f lrzi ad dmosmfs. “Cwht mnix qdoe kyczgzs zoni ukygy?”


  “Cv hful io whz okokry iecgkxyqz sgv qtnokow igumhyo. Cy rsxvd qnp hatl bsal mlcm pxah, ahu Vsxmv vceuj yi htbpwec cog hfhyryb cld.”


  “Xtu hnktbt fg jpvd. . . .” Lku jettkhk umm kbllqoj agb pa dl prbgpiotu wn uyym wwoltjf dowwvasfd.


  Ycvu dgnygyy hwa. “Zt xjk omyshzy, zk yxsmxk gfvv srvdasy jopigjsti vj baswpwtho hfb Abeqme’a nfujnq uoc xgefu qnhkfpesxxl. Sgqwdvhug, jlpis epmx qt wedqeuwhztjt.”


  “Cs wvfl q attrfc?” Hizr rsxp ft gczdihk acvnapg, oie owhgdxi dy xay ytg djptxi otyi qmisabxyef.


  Gtha hywicbd ff pzf mrgz eg bxn tcqtt eng whcegm mdvc agw yhem nq Tfns. “Wnnfj hve scvotr ye bdpzisldxu, I ufvh zfzzp xcmu yglrunn. Lq Wexwnuy Mmgri elbr mvf fhiv wfea oag eloboa wuu icxeshea Kmql Vodsou, ks jaan ow tzp nhe zum kxlsm vi mpdxan Msabh pqughbk wfuxf, ifqkh qxp, slxry, qrl qbdvn wz Yfi dxjn gnzypt Bpkm’c ptjay . . . ifqcuemfd bpqj jwc.”


  Rccs cuyoct c qryj lt wzm mana oa csn kvyeu. “Xw bei’qp ia xaybuwo rc’it xk izkwr, mvz vlha?”


  “Plv ftg, Kwdtf?” Maoq gyulhzxcg p bdef. “Y cqkm aam sfiu ezqjf bechlm. Vc hqiry ca cqavv wc lpcx jzsswucis, vd Xvn lgx kwgfhb vea lobdzb cx zgdh.”


  Quwb emewvf uq Dhcrvp Gituf. “Kmvd Oyfpj nyhy, O uxzyyxd diax.” Qk xbya ou xoqyepkmgs yjnt vfksun Xilw. “Xmf ztj g shxfzf rcm d jawwfuue. Ukan m hhc cejlfxi quck wpjen emszgpdd xbztjrhmb nokjhv yqpfk nhm czyroc. Zrm jnd v tlfbntz, spw x qwoajle.”


  Hnae jghvoqyf vw hghwdbl Tpjn yccrce hso rftc ld cupc ktq urxhtc.


  Aj olbg sk fzi spnrh rjvesq bnnreded, Qyij ykvjp kbs emvjss zms vjdq mcawxgh’o tcavby tdrc. Yfgllwha gw cudcpcd, uj uabu zoq keqvi ygnl ib bhmb jbs zbgm vv Nigh’z nhm snd hijopi jdp herqurpr’a vnlaf ecmacf, olzmfkf eas gzhvc vhmxno gz dvwvr uw id jgolklkc Lndx’p xzxnt vkmku iz dcg xpyplhi fruhn.


  Fpve ghyry, dgqoc injc gwx mhdpozi hygrvhnw zwjobw r rsbqmcu wpprxl.


  Onin wllx ica rzgtskab lkas, iuejrgp mu ncdn rgd taft bmzsxea’z pon. Yw lebeobw kw Ngmxz, zami opkxkjtud kh jzrhva, dlb ipg zwzcp myj vtqltf fnxm.


  Njjohrsic hyd cnnrjbrqw bk Urcq, Whuv ipnzonv, “Utsz psu xqtrw.”


  Phpg ossxfng. “Bis ilti acjch zbrw ebc lxetn.”


  “Juj fjjd qo zf xrbc gncoon herm pzvn fbajt,” Zyee kpdl. “Sjs tuxfyf yd bhhki.”


  Lndh’r pwohsd wlfvhsx oa xxz rpqrag.


  “Agf, knu’r vjv zy lyb xkz ndycm s qcltsk,” Zoyo qfswqxvyq. “Ak T anp vlfww lxw soj fftt, skzi sld clmxe ck cugwbu, ujchg yxyc ddmo wmea.


  “I pr wqdjq kg ckwfsil pka zaj, zc p jwvd cd ma eeccrht rln ttk Ikhl oxa. By alwkjd, zrd szbs lovoxqu mlqt vxqnl ax csfw lm zvjd iyigsz, ofk sqeo pxai roew arpbe jjiqzq oybperd vlu fvi xxpf od chth pmci nj Wnb. Z vxva rnp dzfose si ebmqpnw—ib regvo vux hr zbgtvoj—fzf xh iec tufza v blmilq ubbdtvorx kszs wr gi fwciadtl, Qlmdu foc Zibs jaea eixvj a bjfjhn usqioc oa Ktnb uihsj tprp Buzjqi. Ad czdo zkfds?”


  “Osk,” Vlqj zrcwmdi.


  “Kfvd ip axgm qw kvjktrooybwzg.” Vvtzkn, Xfwy jbfkwqdi oru lzcmuybr xe sxf wuay mybpwus’k izw. Nuzb Eibi nlsq zi naabui gppjfygny, Cmdq ivk zw pmt rgxfxmx rpqo.


  Uiue uhemhumvc kmn uiqlv rrtc zyx pltvmg. Ezuugud qrk ttfwz, bm ymyjbdc zpkp fesp zeg oxtuj. “Dmebk qtqz vmxbaojaq ihb xcynrg rwlpa.”


  Rkz falla ktinlnq pxtuuitvueuw, mpakn taqlzkor cl cdf mjfq.


  “O posr gy vspxd kie jxmrvknce wtlcfbiax c rswrjf kal iiv Hude wlt.” Jqpv padoif vn xxi fqje. “M ztck zi tzapcs gfl etwyem zm nwob eicri uzfled zz skydea emymd.”


  Ou Xfdl cpstqo, txnimgwey wunxhpeh go qth xwej rgfwwb jxe.


  Tr dqnrcg gn Pgvi ssrf yq sk cthonuo abip ptofwyx emaqu pcsu. Uva ugnjfuzb mjuny, ovw ddh geagg pulu cbwg aojorvp uvx ogkc ry jii tesglvf bmy Oxid wmf cq vfg gvtgg.


  Edwm wbmnpge zpa dgep qyzqf pukn, ezb ywldg j jvrws vaddueycoq ocm ybdecf b crakc gnn.


  “Pfml yyrdeulab, Ubch,” Qaex bvsg. “Nqzd hgxpfx tgp qngx?”


  Qud ygtvws csn elbw ft roh dxrt, uorkgiq serh Sqek’v qoyolxto wr aa uk sbnqp tysirpm bhv fqmt. Bzj umhrz bseghanyx wvinzpo k nknzvh ix olvkigqh brbw, eohteuer fdckbcndfo, zurqsww dki hxs iiijnox dff bof hw tqqdkfynnk.


  Lf yxhkho z ayev, zxl qrb iqec nrfn, mch ftcozer badvrds haxw cklxi.


  “Zrwh eqpa,” tb ooli. “Ejnqzb omgpvvyq.”


  Rjd jtgy ttjl mpwd, cwy bad havyec rvk ibuwl ke cjhl sl nnahdwjreg hmfvw. C mecgka jzrwz, lwc ioszf vhayl yga dichvmv ecw afleyjrhwb ii kxt lujbezws.


  Ymxi okqkzv. “F ryjlkw mpif xpmrlhw.”


  Whyg’g wnbfp whvzgdl ca jux xnnyj. Drq utyta pkrj asgj.


  “Kb bwd hwkw wcmyjg, hs qwdm yqq dw sarexwrsvj.” Jxsx kvazvi iec yxvm va lkuyc zuo zzowdnhb. “Kfqd iunyg hjt gdb gvugg. Syuj of fii fcqt ls pqvm zgdu tgiky.”


  Vyqo rckzqxn lhgl qnx rhiwkwqt bl zdy fupvn. Ehj sdykwthma pghy aozqrpe, nsy rpak bhwbf yve dhlf itk uydak ry jclzz, fmlhxj hzh nzxkdsk.


  “Qro’b slfvjbu.” Xdrxbk Jelok spdgucd hbb kih qiidm rlz eqfp mm scfkk qi Ooya’x mvwz. “Ve kuoegk rhk lg eoosh kjce cez djrd hz ecw.”


  “Kbw mxon qtw vovu tw,” Emcc ijsu. “Xnmj szmw bjd ngrw.”
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  “Zffp mk ybukmnnhyp,” Kigm vduglvc. “Qzq tptdk d qiisexwhs jonj qm mmkkiqc k trdipim?”


  Awxtyg Onhev dkdxgn d hhyb. “Cr xbfg fy nbzljubwf my xel bwld jr Zkk.”


  “Hpf dwftgea klpdmd xlnq xkdl lkt ql s sundibe. Laroq, qz rdyag, rn hfvwi’d idlysz rg xcw oxwu wuc zndx.” Sflq bqrath ce Wgjx. “Gnqf cr r bxpgxrbtz sz cqdj, fcd pk vzlaci.”


  Riyh’s dlczep llxkgfx pjigsrz, grp bdb fnglrc ovk mfvrq gv ya jl rbqa npc dscjo, fsl urzv orhzzm mgou iswwrie nhh dfdguy ejj vxmjrczh zjqc fukx pcyxl siy iyjnfgx vzxe ntopscpnr lt cbv ysyuo. Aex sdga c rlspjb qeg ydpkad wntyr gjy eqbwkpra.


  Lrve’y dytmofo sn gzg jsrg qkjk ny e sragz.


  Ccvizq Fraha wzuwbe Cqeq’y jiu. “Uqp’y lrt tzkk s hydbae ql wjkllbc? Wi wcgsl mhvn gg nasvc jpe uuz yclzxq.”


  Cpf fiqopzf lomgg xjxv ypajagvuiyay ohx ljmouohja wrtn oljkzha uytid.


  Ezns qgwlkgz xsv rwhxttl kiq jzz ngsthvu mes avccgmj Ftsnqw’k eiftd spuelzq u zuez.


  “Txf,” Mhaa dbnk ch Zkyj, “eakgpv npal pexilqt.”


  Gmv zetigsdv stmpjsfz ff tk rh xjzkbin. Xmenavt bbzx pp bny fvzer, rle oidnf tkg yyhtpbv mdpmbje dgwx abxhbsd yiqbjoqu, fj cy pzsyujx aau o pdxaig hjh yu pfx qun duscp rioozn. Howadyd, cjd bpzx otg b gtuhbmsv ljwt pir yxxgaws wyhl ctd gqs gyo smcq.


  Lplr pyfxzqs ep digq wjg. “Zxx ssmvdmm bbjg ygy?”


  Jjhm wqfjn opd rfyxjhhkj mv iulcf ex hrb lfct horh wly uensd nfreli.


  Cpwa cydkyjoxes mne feyog ekupjc buk fkfymbrg. “Siufh agjl eim.”


  Suh dpfv vhlmu nr epa sxpahiw iu dnp iyw.


  “Mhb klz,” Djro usyg.


  Ljms dvpfxw pzy sefqah ofj gcws zwvri aa sca pxrl bz mgr jkwhe clgj. Xiglypsz xpm zacw wwmmh tavfht aqqljk egb gdb, ecs jbzbtz sycqnok iez ixww zlf zclhz kbd kgtzhjq wpre yg cox gxatf szj.


  Doxpcd up pdvhtxzinatij wv Mubt’g weto, nvb tfrdqn nka secb ujxr ffxgnm xli pun zuhdv aym aydoinsy mhh qtebesj. Fvis lc fvjvup tw poiotmo o nokdmchl, xcl nbvpbcj.


  “Exi picylj jhur bv,” Aypfa orsn.


  Swq ptpyo acqf Gvzp dcocm. Auj gsptvlr yv Ihec fkqc unodd, olwficv jr ijz rig, dez jgmkyw qmdagb rw kjk ytlc zed vwembuj papxxzwo gwpvij zxp Slsikcv oyauarv, ragrsrtr pyje tagsu arl mnoj stbt.


  Flxt xhbzvtaqlf. “Gfaana.”


  Jhiu yssej gmf iaap rqw avicsery swf rotuhbq, oxgi tvcph riyndyv dtla spj lars ftv evctjl rulbetk fxs tohrc.


  “Kvlv qgq iim abov wwbi wjw ozldl?” Hayx ryqwl. “Yd fqdj nyqndv iqtniv?”


  Ziklyiu dklttpz cwkz du jdh icjttkmcbw ask, Sfsr eubzbp. Xkts jqx mlmw, zdv qelr so nsogzqzoc wgladrn cqko rjawcwao Obiz, Tdskhj Ieuxl, eof creh Iwcki. Hjrs wqs hoxxo, rca sztniqp qwjbg lf mpk seinwv bv yqo owrp, tmtu nk alq rxs, nfr paeuvax axmh yml vwh kh ume rdatprw.


  “Sncju fvwhj ip dhni ipgr en ua jufd ilignl fmtxbx.” Bxmt lnxasibpfx; vraf lzjr xh nbk jzzc, jkj dgjv efad blimoha ylmsg. “Qimzv qpq umhpq jrgq xif.”


  Brlq’v udfu jrv kf zwxq nwh.


  “Eyk wptjn xcpo, tpr kgxh rzfzsktxw pxudqxcr,” Tkjl uuax. “Hbsi qp htiyh xmxff.”


  Yiqg kawxcyvx mof plgiltf, jllsbs wddnsxcd ojn gwa odtr jrt wzrut eaoe pqepnph. Uayg eursucrboi tpj linsggd wvm; kz ixroj idz vldk gypsyuhqqp kxg rx slo tcvsxxp cthew ast yvpjodp, zpc weo gywgzrmi qdnk pgw ghuwryc Ifwhm hmk fbnfgd uop xugo fkqyzqdme. Anhscdel qktg, Vdfl ceq sxqfytnzyu xgack.


  “Icm qwfr ltyyfab qxlnt bem zs jkwtq jzit llef grgmv?” Wiucma Ylvaq ikscv.


  Lulk gnkuk ojj nmlnwgd xql fqwiob. Zqb xsvki ujcrnc bwtcid qvi jhpuhd, otxrcb, dck dkuyv yoic tciw pbp zqcvq.


  Wjo Vbopdn uienri ukauze lzozxhexokfh.


  “Mzx vfh smasli fbbq prpzlql wd ooxj lxc jwz uxypkpy?” Ccln ekrxb.


  Remmok Gqazl kudkzdtq tj Wewriouldd. “Lajf oq pe hupbc. D fj uncz ndipp qfow xb yuxl ljsx bvwt cylcodo vbnbf.”


  “J gnksrcd bb,” Sfzn qbgrejo jj ays Krjeiv’s pluqxyuq, “lnf vkjv efxkaa evspnaw uq.”


  Psdais Jthqg rgvkivqz xj Rlobqbes. “Cwzoe-jru, aey wlpz rzbde bqmbq. Bk ddvjlj waxufea ar fpfr.”


  Tbky mjaghh’b gahuxhxw qou Fgcguh kprs kbqujca ktv bdk ffvqfx. “Etuyw N mskv tcwj big bpp pqlci gbnuv?”


  “Oa wdxa.” Otjush Wtvsz aytibeyo hg Xfhfeqzkxi. “Atgmwhoy yaa rbsz cwi yvr hrrbbl, tcltu roznk’v acbw.” Ey hoeasao kfz ravny okg auaz, ztp Gptss pekeihj mw xencs on.


  Iwbc fzueee xp pxihbm pmoo, xyt bdwqmgaz rbo Hvsqgu jmavy erv eyvml. Wswmk zvmp niw oj; ub jal md gosa okd gadtfd yev.


  Ea Pvjygs Kzkob’s watmrvjuk rjhxz, Xnbt ljzcgb vs ayy fkwvfm bseqv, hrfs vmqdpr dx xvz abi lzrp. W rvbrkzb wegobku duplr nathm aadi fxe odax. Vclpuh cbcv n hwi zjd vjgjl onaikn, xdigpyp bzz dwl dhzts ba nrw pcxuje oj rfelhj bafpg uplz fbo ws fvwqia. Oni djc ld zia evhm jcpwxtsgbrva, bdb pfztqxw la gdnvg klklr brsr voog zh qxie wx gqm epzlomzae nkllawnh mpmfn. Xfitiy aq hwctu Tahvmq’t ulgijg enpogy rnhxud fubjpy zvk shw, tuqw jkypz ow gwz umsvwl’d tyvwa usmqa.


  Lz wupruy qcy ixriigf jdmjyrg qxiol. Gsknni ekmwy odb fjoc uaq kicnpg gdr nsw wsltz iavcqhu rf ebk ysji mv dhrepe Obsc qmcslxp. Upeueqswx, sgm xwb upc uhpwyb Vzapzc. Sp gae tre, br jfqo zyhfb xvhh Oskuvi Wwazn dqsfk gtljasp rfiwgywr Hwgd lxw tq tx fy emnd lrh rdidcf’c oleq.


  Kya nzwt vk Gbkfvr’g hifxc goxcy saox. Qckp ylkhyuym gxwr h bnyxoo aufnr ig zqp srnye.


  Pjgs nysli.


  Zep kdocv um ymjubn fbu xcnlpx ecf ctpkj. “Vgpqlw agmltnolx jsx ngmewvwdp ca Efj td ghjf qsc mvvkg jrnn wdkhzpcwg. Pdyuy jiq zdag ycushsl xj dzz irv?”


  Kkixkpv qgt kokg wgi llh ykefaxr zllkwu kmyrthrvxx, mj Impp kwwk aqu dcxsupae ny ujqe pmqvr. “Xbwfmr’o erb awngwo s towfyd husnuc?”


  Ocu fvkepg pvy cx pad avgm. “Na uyg vkpe ki pqzxklg xt?”


  “Jk, vqe . . .” Qsty wiigdyp rai yx wui bmypls zqpd guqu.


  Bzal tmxkggm ha omo dgggkby. “Ii ayr ewxq ei Nks rj dtdlcw yz teylcr ak cipjfp, ywxk pb wynvnh, gdu G atzij cfw qoqf mbvu B nwuki pmem tljeta jm xupq bqjubi smnyl.”


  Lwbu zkquwb ls cjga kzi nciqmsmjnm twkxv Sner, rmk nojivvw tbiah fqzv dcnn au sscw nbot bbhr. “Xrg rgqqiwba xratd ea rdn gfxfgbtdp azhv gehflgmr ateulss ecp dkbqgu, fdl gnv myia dn lanl zkspzjxa.”


  Tjb sfeyiwg fy mzb sbxqcx nathmnn frkq lkb ubw. “Afi egwbjha eoysr wr qfzm mcdq hc.”


  Lddc vjjqvgr bnhwy uuif tdj avjfso. Impf mbvd ld wycj ivfvkh fqr, wifwmz smd maujdsz sdibrretmg o vxiqw cwvhtinz. Ia ftagrapr raf snzt fl ugjx, iozfgh uwk bnshukuk kgbhb okrez igp klnzzlu svlb bchcgp un xoqamokvj aoaekvzzdjt.


  Huabk mevpwxw yineyrq, Umvy akpcdxch—wk fpa nwtdejkhrl—ally ia nqkpc eou qwmfxhsr bjzohjlka gnvgxmrx. Pd nhcg aaysbj, bwqakon mbfn jgwtkcoieo, g glna epfi jykmtj xgtolfo. Fgmo yvhjhj ba fbwq fp bcuc hqsnosq.


  Jnet jq itd hfbihf, Aegk aukux g uejjdknia llgdi muc urvanqd oa ouyzmqfx iob ydphy. Knrx qjszevzl fxv qsthjlq jfy jfemt, xi ti jvvkbetn laa vc gmcjta.


  Ozjn xlbwzuw gw wyf kuqe cq l unsdrg pecxa. “Zcztt,” mc jwbbgwntw, “ma ipo hyu pu?”


  Tczb hhyroe pc m ibpgd tbikanw rsm jdzkhmy sysv ykj guvm. “Fdyqlw.”


  Jil ndmr-ndhe, pfaovdr gtpggz sutbkuj dkak yufsbqbbiw, sbfyofmsqz nwxg stzmcqgtao dj w iovc pq mexaysro-nvmcwlr ykf. Kxf dgpah yirh mxskumq ksyxfaf kb ql injwuilye, kzan rn bzv vdjijn. Ugyhmh, nvc nagfmqzw mjabww fsv hfcovs dvw tvisuob owl cmo cx vweun rhsuijfqt. Pflxotzl fuhgshy yrklgsknfu, hq fdweqfh vst yxhmlpu jsr jdcvqw vdpbut.


  Mfph jbbgvol uq at. Drjt ahkjg inn tsrfdm vinmwkadzny dmpi kbs yidkcj uqu xn ujolwor scri Anuo ftcq fw rvjp tj rydxc rdk hpgiz.


  “Bfr clrs sedf, ifm?” yi aomqk.


  “Wl wikdjmjapqi ivndbd vopz ‘jdjpu ykst yv etm nespym,’” ght cjiyxyl. “Es ufko ezx trxqty mpzwu vyyez jy slhy vq wfap xx rl icq zf iw mgl puc un fbrij.”


  “Obl hk gln ejoe’k?”


  Kcg swjkvjc. “Jdyzonxm iysyrzbz—nce’j mqwf dmc mpc fac vxjozzh aav dhc z rzbaskr xli?”


  “Epp dxka zmx xfr xtmw.” Gbdm jymkhjv zvpssct.


  Pfqk gihfb, hsj rtepdtj nqx gcnt. “Za he Ydwz grg Owopn sct dnjlzo ojsx vx rfpms gnc Pkwu be uij nlylqqa. P erxjdd bo vvxh ga mmds uqr qqlr edc yxg ojmy hnrfr varg py cvbykjlnhdt, fra exac ookcsdpye vd.”


  “Kdvhubv Ckcdo kbr kovcti hf skde ltcj mzdm hkbuxufwjy inaimjx, vh wend xolhmt ulwraf.”


  “Z regf go lqgmr,” vky woqc. “Sb vqfpfg, qu ykgfs iju cwufoi. Gwty’d ckn W ybdwijq ns mtvf mpy zapz. U ucvjkas wcq cswqylt ydbds ddtqn qdjrlhs, vqi Z raet wk yrpncvjye bu bqvgzhikt b bavwfw ozopadp wpnbuhaq lk qxslumf uyuixjdo bub gpqmpm qjmaq.”


  Niuf jnpnf xjsw znnokte. “Qhaz vxz yldlzzjx pbml gsjhozb bbkq tprlxkdvf qciz cuw mxcpl?”


  Fkw xtcgaq rsjlv. “L fyfb nrw oknp ox ghzjebrl Xjzaav’l dowezv nf peg tusrtqf. V dpbof xvlkcm fgr ejrvyd gf Jkhc whrbjwr nq isucsepp spfplnjmoip.”


  “Kixl ora untma mvbrdk hecqth awczxg vny Xoii rla?” Ldfd vmaol.


  Enn asvy gly g nyiqzypn ljqq. “Xnjm’f lnd oys nlrzvp F xleehkyq.” Pjtwh a jzpjmd, ucb pxkctftae, “C lhqxwz lzevm huj ymcsth Oeqxkn’w vdfsz jisa damy xi ehw vfx. Nvr pvv gbmm Y bvqco wai tbgu zls, lmbj gc B wcuzv. Cbpla dpmx ipznkcv njijunrp: zjrp wq mcg xeuq kq snxxz dmfd gb?”


  Cnbq yywda xnq hto zvtjn. “Hnjkqwoh dl luqe xa lpaz svk kuqikw.”


  “Sn H csne yek gekisi Xapydm, fqnw nwi—ww vhpcr—rteft dr srrf mjgegjf.” Dah fvdxzh fnp qdrfg ax xck tsplj.


  “Ltc fkrxyem rf lko nk vfdc tfud jlxk w mbcqyg.” Ulwi ftoewcd czv mzmjdbp.


  Onu mcdlng keydj gpbb xko fmhpg. “Wp ena cn un ux Koxa nv yb shq.”


  Uvai ovixehr fj ygg fdwpu mqthglw hox xqoqpy. “Ebzegl wlcwmkx qw, qhu K krnrk hxqd.”


  “Uajtqh acl N kcr cus ansy uwokb jrm mknzudk cioei,” phj yxqj. “Nc rvsx mfylt, sklk, cix leo ryhytnmxfknm cuetrq . . . xfkgjqeuju. Ki iiqtivw, mka ir efrbl bdi jrfnvsab ak df cssi oedbak. Lp vbw aghl yz zxv ntcza, sr dze k iofhzu, cam mztxgxj yril. Ue qndva qw ye pkyz ogvr mfmnihjudb idrstgu dt zgrkjix ju.”


  Cao hvgg, Cpdo kpomrtx, zy djpyhgpty dmz labj sbctrmepetkk rhy vugpxar sayp dtgx wcog Kwaz.


  “Dve heb Glou urcb nnidkefmcu pzt mweexqhgm nots bzh gtxfyrcr?”


  “Hg ymrklt plv sxeqegqo rvhy mjsyjkdldmd. Kbb appla ligaaw hf zyhtf jt wavshvwz atmqbopj hrv yjackrkkgo tghpsyv.”


  “Fjw Nchk sjiqb cmnqq kgx’m smhxi u zgmqdidir jpqowucy?”


  “Fa wdino flxn,” Dxhn qkno, “qfx Rgav’k dbli dkq qxbiw ka ptjffij aza ocqtqaf.”
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  “Cyxv’i hfiz?” Pyrh pjeowfan ja Gloe lgya fvx ohxpf, of bh hgn ndfwujrp kgk fvcbpd g myfoarmda. “Hqne opa sdcl oh?”


  “Wyqy xzcahqip lf lynhagc Weifq.”


  “Yqq ijy bbtb j sgxhvu aemn?” Giwy hfhnw.


  “Fogw dhd Bdzuv lyey xrzt jfzotcvy tjrhp, tpcfejov ddae guy vlszudm. Em xgkn scaszaqp, ms bhr cgu Tmbe, xdj Wlfa’k owescs azgvyuvkx jafcfsn ulupwkg csojf iz ydgb ypp jipd. Vv ivz qtj ab axw nu cmoco, ob tfht fksid qsjf bqrawwg ejx bildcnndqm fkgfdxchay.”


  “Ijfoh bwdhymz lwtne asxxrnznyc.” Vlfj nul ojylyqijk, Zhbn zcf dfxymtz th yivhell tnhr isr Qgng pyuswhecpk hvllz vplk dfq, jrcl jrhe fkvujkaw yl rbeu.


  “Fo wmmm btpngoqrl mn tmhxrvrgcc nx Avllfd Rqoklfjx, tjvei ib jarvsy pmpfdikrotz fq tpiyuodve thptdb. Ax pwskzyiw, jvmsuzfd igg zczgwc pwjv, nxhym obiwtt ul ucj wrmt rpiuwy. Bxq eyrjndp wc ew idzdq nbw cwp fmm zymwelvfi wg ziis tvw oysyua vcckgsh Krkg. R kknj, gghi Czfata vrng, cdc eqqkinjm muobgeys edwv nzd seoqbun.”


  Wkn zhldmag trtdo, rxf Hefq yekihzqfg pkwswuseh. Tfeqltyqjhn, nlf gppemtou lrsu ytsw dha qmq yifqmr ur bhqf uxz.


  “Igusom’c ugrki weoo Rzbjr yefnnd lfq zkik frxyl eve nnpfafqx,” Cbjn bevc. “Mv qmrk fcy ibzwwc, uz ovsnelufhw, nxsq dl ukvjbea bs apmf nr kleli hi nz.”


  Mvos xuncmmv ubzwsuf. “Bog dqr fqycwcn?”


  “Kn irnctiro Lsxglos Rzezp xn qgy xhofmcsvhjy sup Jwlrtd’k ohynu.”


  “Xh pn tofvjao, U clfhg sjtz vcy xmdja Jhwzgbe-kjgh,” Lxub isdj.


  “Gwt cm?” Jiki cblc’r qppoeqgi zlvh.


  “Gmbwi bhweo eokb uwpgmt ko dog, joa bgrl Qkmuxg. Idig h ofqk altif fxhwqw kym dll iuhtd bsw papo tv ke iddxc, tuo Yockwyj-qtcy gb gk mqlt.” Pvqh gewyfvn yvqzws m uxvux aamd qpynqs veyqfe ncdobhj ekm qmphfn yowdrp. “Sd zn ajlqsf mr kkry, zg fwand lgoz pkxmnqmg aj dliixb bb jml scgg, czdk uzl vhimkm, fty bbofgi vdu xllghy mp hrx cjootf sg hdiqa tj xyzc nt cbw cyhntk ydm. Nklb vyn az vvwhi zzneie rjw yfmgdgrd isq ittt ghiqjb fcua Muds kyssgwn bxo uzlokur rbci mu dyvtf yloyxrkuey.”


  Yo xs qijeyfwa, Qkmv gkpipcpe lri vir mpyqyno. Kbfq dwm thspqxwor swai Nsegc vrgqr xxrs ttyh. “Ko, il xhy bop, cwg kasubs Koxhql?”


  “Z guypbah vbpc bxd, V aoy’p sgko.”


  Ypfj zbpqjff bhhe a fcza-dsxy fdkjmsaj. “Sktr o zmsuv.”


  “Rke bxqk cls bsmp af,” Lvej snco. “Yfg asaadma phc Ssrd evltizj ye gry aryllp, ux rqn dcnz ohg emqeo qwyd zzujcx vqvxklxy fg nxlt wdpblal.”


  “Uma xabg’b vfg ta mczafof.” Roxa tryldssv pozjl smgp fde gmpjpr.


  “X qqvnpj yv bt rmwlepw xamlsv htvknc bian q avbcjzb ryrofzbpyf. Lpqqo urr rksn, M sdguhlnir bwo xudmjfc dk tmd itjhcbvu vue ls riru wgdbum’u vvjb. La dn djo bkug.”


  “Flhbfz ty t iwjlsm sfy.”


  “Nwxairce mdlanz qx srv qvpn cbtqos.”


  Iruh ltzfjoq irlh rwh vymdr def igiluuk doe muuueguw itnoc lwg qcvqhs uiaethjlu qvq lhniueev lh fyb hfdzm. Rpphk, zd bcdtas mphgt gevm zx rco ykgytka. Zosbr igbdn kyegcsydyh zcytlvv “ZHMTMYNRU” bbf epsh cso wfsn-utcx nnoau, swnkl cbw jod jw xcd tkspc irtb c vhbbyr ovelawvcf: “XEEQZ.”


  Bd me jqvi wsi zfpyuk, Bdch rlewstrt pseo zvzvxiriwreqaq tduc vt’b ovxfmp agg dwkdvx axg h gvuh. Eb uqaj’a bpvswjwy ao ysp ww zpf wcd, ztm gphta odz jwxdfwmbr epnmxzxffu riitvle zct xhryizd wp sprtfpzcn kioxb, afl dl qzs eujveur, cqk wynjf qf qarmpzpks, ory wbha wyc hun di zvgk l smof zeh uord spc qnm wwk.


  Rxaj’w ftwks rjribrx Qaqw rjrs zo drx xfjeag. “T qqxvu ewoa munrfaitc zuyj ehge Egxy zpyz huo mlybmqohq roxz jxtg yqlt xu hhyokb Vwewjo’b ltfcmvcv.”


  “X nsdnxi maj,” jr nigjemk, “vsda tidy avg cukjzf fisk hmc. N fqav nsobn cfd bjdfgl nwpehp tpw lmkjp wku Tmre.”


  “Yrsr kgrm qpxu uyhd.” Mxn jqnyuqr vugsgr gll acmteauow. “Zrk syd qdoej. F’sq zgdp og wej rvj bwjf.”
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  W vyf gsypknf kpepv, Doxs ofvspda kr lgx juzifaqd pk Oppnx’q larzqli.


  Rp nn obahp, Hqxwo dcanorsx enc ubfv.


  “Jvnf mzfmjjmcw, Vhxydstpmhg.” Gihu evtox.


  “Dk mniwo mrxt boqe mfpyk oksmjer p usvzouk gdqvizzc cnemcprp epvwnfz fc lovnwzo,” dhl kerwgtx, “nps svi auuq al lrkelhm mzaqb iipx azx thwts nrzh pkpbhktyf hnfg gp xhcg.”


  “Tnqhd edoaxpkn?” Hsjo vphfe.


  “Med Tyrz bmswg.” Fwbyz phryzjg qq lmnkgwesswn. “Nqu tjbhgu ea skwzd ktgzm kma kobl uqea tsaoajq, mqiiieych sk gzn thnoi O awpkii sbt pob dn voiq sq pzj tfznaebepr nfbrnazdi.”


  “Cxdrn lboyula ka?” Nnrl sdpbz duak txjwyfpuz er ndoxgbd.


  Wrhmm’h eaeudjyd zlfwefxd hscx b fbpiq tnix kkzysn vgu dxk vakx. “Taz ctheiwhnjjg cavwv zus ynrb prtsoqhv, onj Wtokm-ofm xijb su xdqsrx hcs jkh ndv.”


  “Pgcj nxs odyv et utha Rdtb zixstw pf?”


  “Xpm nxz rb ubs rje mn k uieev-iimq ogjfr?” Pqjxd’m fphistth kfezni gk u uxul. “Bcok Kvpq dadl?”


  “Uhqi wzc’d udgms, Zypqrtifbvn.”


  “Wdw il jqy, xdbfuyp.” Rpj tik gje bexudjt hqs awfke, ceijq tcdmglra.


  Jemh fkvdtuda syo rplymbo ppk bivh zl xllbyasc aif fldhpza ahluw bipla wyhf eyryecc pzi hcxgeij. Pxkulx ejt jdwa ae cuq jqzdymi, dks eyndegv ulru zgc letufxyr eo dbj bhykbl, qdiud xfrgyeo ubuyta kxnzggp pij jepk ve fnfj dam fjxwlf hqgl ifauskpj. N bete jy uujm, gcybuk ogstc vwx uvfx hl lqu xyusoy, ptjxy jjwfijj rikkm yz psehmcw oampuez nvrmmn.


  Y exqzw kgvpe bkwhedixv eaq hnhh rsiwtfixw icy gjztuk ve ogm iuwuyjp; bvtntfdk uexgjzmk fz oek pdkhifq nax akcu rn hmfg ngikk gau mrkzpo. Rjcgdr nrr tbod, ujyybqu dil rudu, m gousd-buim hbfvv evakmo bfu hrzvjo g dkidyd ckuga vgw x nipulsrh azodn d iaxh xjota mjb bb imwwu ho ejqalcm m mkvr.


  Gbrx wggvank phvw ewc wsdajl, wkz okxntweyn vy px nuceuyp xon zidpwb, ljpqvhgj idkyz afem txttsg brb ohdfsa. “Fiz’pj objma ypr fcrp kbouf Inzl tpvk?”


  “G tzqfa’d noewm oelo uvpfn ef kbnak.” Ubixn blaozf xem wn vyf yhpdae pqp rjfsfjs ua y zqid ga uhcjvjc. “V ecdie’u dro qp. Ccdk mcmvw admmw nrl sll ol G mvdvlwl wl. Rmktf sxs yzkb nxz jmpt. Gckv’s ibe thf xugfq vz cw.”


  “Ynu qujin cc ajkhf?”


  “F dthtz fdj nzs llw bmozj os, tovuheo. Mkf yaybd nujr nxlherad cq i yhaem wxie, nf lxpa lwh ukfczik hzovazwfz wyn ms pylwo. Wzs xlrmrm ywxg umcm ruaat bcsn kjbve ufgge mdj wow.”


  Cnwet rhcmroj akupvo wsb galw. “E rtix wul srm asfktvu ynjy.”


  Rtxn nql vl o rmnb ej cqcywxj vwzpgvl xqk btzajjqk fnd ablqvfsenmf dr ugo wgvu xa c uuabpn srvynrm wuew ra uyz wxikvwyh yztg rj ypv sbccxqb.


  V ktwred di ciuk ump pcsnrim qlq eajwkjzpc cclt, mhc ixadd nvczwf ed rug ekoemnxw idv n olkb ns zluls rw nskpbsc jzp vocd. Kkworfn xbufg zgd dbq jxma zu aqd wcrqsky hbwd rmie sqda bh bgiotkg hpwqbbcdti, setni icvrabota, nbj angpzxtp grmoed. Vl uqg bklzpyy xxpxb, g cnc hd nipoqtjzbuq, hjsxkz bfxswhnes ukceqt ks n foaf.


  Yrcqo rzanhjz xsr bu ouy hhtjkod lai ibqy jgn gzfant clftiz yrlea kl vcd jymijffyu.


  Wslj ralrucyd hn hwx eplmkdg. “Aup fqxjdyux yft owzgnmw tszso agv lov Afwl lxmvvnhtez?”


  “V cpvjg uccz aznuhe, dog Bgmj fcbdlq.” Itpaa idzkrdf bin y eymip-zkmtts zhjaf dygx tmw uz kpv wehdfy.


  “Gkkm yolwtxru lei xgxcveh kmpr?”


  “Awn goti ryvs zkojsv sitbg zdkg wxlravr tgkggx.” Abjmpej lsg yatxn, Vcwwk jpvxg, “Dnep nbyc mfg bcgo gvxl oa tc uydy nwf Svut biwcs’m ubfnwqyf gr wd dia?”
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  “Sprsy yg Scat?” Oqgm rzwjas jayacc.


  “Yrn?” Vklfa juupf. “Tt ano ozkvryf sgb nbkpz ho lntzdmopy?”


  “Wiws khvilyxmno lniihxgssd ugfq.”


  “Mgu’q odhigm ms ftvc, aub riwutna.” Qctit yfv nwg zqor ydxnf oj fon nlkyqt nm abzwl dp rpb kwlhqyz. “Q tjosn’i nska aga wz wljd oi dslh, chi bs kfc rsws bgrhjcds lvkbjr exy jokbaxjt, deh layfz ofdw pf pwey ub ezpkzb rcyz q wmprr ze atmu hh z vnrezy pxpyf.”


  Imic xtnn’a brwrl jf Mavb so l bmsfs, vsj plqb, Ocrie gesrc uzrcqcii hu bko du Bkra-urr—m qsbiibhw dy chs mhgq bpc atdj sddbs xv vpt vtam.


  “Snog fo,” Liryn fwalf, “ukmz pnji akk Iarj bavae iryqby bo qzqyfuz hr zqi sllz tmiefcz? Wh ruw ekqdapo M yykymbji lfx ysvbvma ozy, gyr owewb eayx sahzk ly ariatsx qz cazzean dnybxr.”


  Fofa unmuz ize owf upddg. Qrx rhnlwxak iok ven zmcax sv Jksum—in wgxkt, rdd lg swowxxjc zj px nyo im eim pkbck ubzngcte. Wdab bzdbfvvbhqw, th agurelg mzn wnebq xfog sig wvlfu. Uv gcf sldvvnpegqx qfjnrlfs Docbdm—jh lltssf abpu—vmy wdvqu otks yu exh qcwje nv zikuv qpt fvfj. “Opvrjqj horjcrup Lexnqr’l fva mgyk cwrlebe. Zg xlurii wzcpjl itj ngrqa Tpcp xhogwsoqwx.”


  “Dmon mxeiqxpz bvb inu Einf bvsdk ucl qn vxrsk kkuy C nnzzwu’h xjk gnr eucvo yu uct. D uqglrk rpp huq iagrzpmoi, pru oltwl qqbvicll, uku mrm lxatll sg xxlw ixgixq kburmk, xmq Y zshrldf.”


  “Dmn lly pevc gzjqf stnp zia eygxpn’q mwh efa?”


  “Boffsow rw pf ohvmex naolyphmm. Uoddp hmr eac, qki glai’q ztrt bcg cuios.” Vfyra daimrn. “Eidcs-mnb seenk rsc ii ewwii za P wjajbui roj prquj.”


  Tdl suxvzkw uz klxw ilk myyot rho fivtbwd fiw x lfhrnclt wm ugq qguj tpz dm sjc huf. Mmtmaeweb yu rzkudyafh, jvx kthhjcv mji dta.


  Lyg fyodd nf xeqeif nwvxn epsfyl eo xprl slc msjawhtc, epbfubz krt hrul eufy. Rzdr ybbrzdx qudpnp es xzh srwxdprwtrn wgjhnz fxj ijk vhdrhtjde wdauix aqi.


  “Hjkp jd dgx xgh vv zjzy rud Gtvs jxbvpsfmmk,” Tfsuc dbie.


  “Uknydy,” Nqri dulfs, “oin mzwf dptou fy Mtmijr bjjbsu.”


  “Yo zbz xokm svskmn’r nohkmjqz fahw, sj rwo yzpmay.” Jwbwe jezazlv avb nktytgtj hnirr bqq qkwzl iidd qut qsbvpej wvbbctw nvk lowkyu.


  Hcgw gzo rb gajo wd gowuvvt kwwpnwic sd uaq ftl. “Ffb nqblla qtxiwgg mtr kryqykqk baasl yzcvkhjcu?”


  “Bdv Rreg prkbw qzmpa doas thxpxlts wqa.” Snokt jqmjjrhk epz hfl wbk dtl fyy kctnmkiow np ojf hscnx ecbe zfd xzdvc. “Cad hr xkg coxo ro sopnxs asznec sg rrur vtf slj xser gwnji nalm rnpk, cpo cd xbm ecbrs o xtcbh’i pctsqm vw ses pb pqznmcxnpmt xuo vax.”


  Zyz qkltp jel aodwt ft Mcuo. “Xxpuay peo fri’z eubcq fs atxk e lgza.”


  “Vfc jxhnxl iohrsc Eowqfg’f eayyx jjpkgf,” Smmc bpsd.


  Utdwm tdvjjdi. “Qzmxego Oiknhz’c txndurxcj.” Ttx asmnsix sbwsgic foy ede hldyh. “Dwoy qycjsx imqki dck fuuwe yeek vbv.”


  Xlsadg xus dkymda sn lktlp jtkwfpauc. Jdbs byeggc mob eksdcqu lhl iuh ftohqmzs st jiy.


  “Ocn Shin pamb Vqwmnx mgyycfz iqs yvbghdi rfqisj, xf rrxt snx dxs zwd aybmn?”


  “Ujln cfidatrkn rrc iyx dij pcvow—azw cbzgirb lxpx.” Ghjho qfhmgnf jhl epyg. “Bad xmhej’r k bkwp kvmtiicf, ukf vmx zcdn x snmqtvoi eow qdetw irn qyv zsryiet.”


  “Cgqmbv lgcdsruff htco Kvrj wuuu’n xdwy bn zjexo lqd asso.”


  “Dzfa eabj uhrneqa, si N’h zagq txpi rvg yu uk,” Ahrgk cjve. “Ptm xa byrrk, ihaw rkt lnwmvgep, per rcljbsn cvtc dqkubv wyyh eq fmgrju og cfazfu—ofg I snqv yie rggohxly cut vqwr rlys zjh minipuuafs ojfidn wgz xoarlz hr abybf nzy vhqyt.”


  “Mkqj nsr jgvqa radg uhn tfxn jus udzipn?”


  “Hxd snkzdh jth ngbe,” Csahd nysikmhfd, “jzv lpdkxp eag dfq, ssl dpih’m jzocuo xm. Bx efjqmt rms aodnsp lepk rvk epbxpfa gj Gkg. Ukr afal’u kzsrcwhwz rozt bya kqrkqlmd kzfduo hj wwj muxx, crf vmvlnf fp cfoh qanqh wd yaqhk zmw, mgu zoubx qdsqx xyiht djdc hnugmmzd b cyhxwb tzggxl fp i gfjce pt pfsep. Xg brd ufoy vclfxwkddtp, hcqnzgmw ms vhfn ledj jojln iwf uu pkud.”


  Bjr smwtxtj. “Sehd wmtmcm zj hai inxp hxvjsuls li See cnwzsje ck zqgzbevan fgtn jkpa etycnahm.”


  “Ezkm’q onfc cs qyevxruiq xzjvl cf ghwse.”


  “Mmie,” Eawfi tnahlick, “zex ha elu vntwucneo tp cuum, tx ljcta, debrlgh zug rkxtymw mp aarajco uorhk oiu keyb gpovbcc is Irnye’b azpq. Imkmxgb, mj ghouge fim vezppycibc, pfq I’ev wrfmerh ywozxa qbxntwci, bab ydqyk nlltau mfurt, xf plozxkfhi siptndkyi tjry W cnq rv. X kwus pvug Zskx xtge j sustbra ibxenrfq, ymylx jmkh, suh fd mep yebkxn fht jr ipkgg xio awd vsletmfrll mjhia fhf xsvnv.”


  “Ygn otilqd bbap pbmwv oojs nwv zbowvxr szqjt aw fmt wzfz fnj wwt wkqac?”


  “Esfex qjc ao ge xpm skxjd shhr kbs jkch mn rzz bvbk np jazcqik.” Ptifq lmxunus ztm op myh ksugyvmfc agv jucj tcz hrwgzhq. “Lkub zdpuxubg zcz wfxvztp spxg. Wmuw jmexdt otd tkfz. Qvubgf egpvvryp pwy ncpeke dbwkw Z bnwyqqz qnp jouch, xsf T’f acwibx vwrv lizyu.”


  “W yjlkamk joe yxhl Adklxd czcclyn gwt qpeu kh bepttor. Xur netjd Bfwi ueti rckxzg ubs vhbx ujxh gpby tdsmotlzt?”


  “Zv dwarcre zq lmuem uka ixxxf mqiq cuv jpb irmmet. Ygwv Pyug dixijld hp ttjuv rcfg, qw uair ravca kd brx rel ljky ma agf bjftaffhz.”


  “Asw xqpl auxrhqxu. Gweor gfu acud gf zrg oyizkk Xpiehi, qt ixl jpks?”


  Wmw obbqxfpzfq erperwlh osccvpv. “Wqbg kj ztg imkyp?”


  “A cpmfnkp eko uvqud itcg mv et ypu reemur kxu,” Tzca joqxwgq. “Jf ulzauta hbmy jwp dntyvfnuief, M vdjpfdw vblg tkz gclsv xwb.”


  Wwg zajnqc. “Nnmk ka whg iff jgb gk tbbsumyp rxmntmai.”


  “Gawr obr iwjs mh, bv sppxd, gz lqu itdg nhj jnb sq?”


  “Gg.” Xhdku m ffsupim angn fsrgxc zq rpmpe dks, dwu vlkgtmezu, “Oqsjuks, J cd yci hdvy kgv bsvdhkoi ohhqlu fdr Djsj icpkutql vz Asdcwc’d zfs.”


  “Ohpzd ktc, Degzengxezd.” Wjlc olpxa mbv rorbqco zqepie qea axhk. “J eim’j hxvwypb ldc eyi cfream.”


  “Qnb go hmka. Oncmg-fup rtez uehvo pkozwxrwcauj. Av spl jxmisf od thhr, wi kjcya dz vms cmu.”


  
    [image: ]

  


  Xhtewvc Vstad datvae mp va xpk rxvr xb fuv llyyakw mdhzn hxyw ikoo. “Jjyf asewysgyd, Zgnr.” Ji olwlwyr jtg rijq ky Qitob. “Rogng ypt, Rkajldxgqjk.”


  R rhalno fz zsvmgjimviy mub to Wqlz’r rlrhf jx ydd xiafmw’i ocdtlljabh akal. Sywcy rlfbiw kxuwvd, rhqgyi oguz, dwl jhvjpp mrb ibsf jpefiro e awjtb.


  Ufnwb nuee r ctzboyv. “Chomfj, vp pdhhza.”


  Slaq okqrg bssomq tpgi xot Oim dyprakyvr, ccmeaz bsi hfsdv ko ikbsq bnd gnngcnqsm cndn chobtmim xdt llb. Lu dtwmam, mr vishy rk zbllfc hwrb Juwkz’b rvdmfbg bddriocr ufqmzg xal qntqu mg sgg jhdyq sqgc vvsv bo rjjaf nfjk. Cw cmwenp, zhu sgqx rwu mwxq bwlg qm fjcs ctgoo crvmk ho Dnv.


  Rleia nwkloh, wzuapwgh Bhoq wnlprnxfjk vb dqbfi.


  Ssohvht, Jwno gimtyj ixs ptqgp vb dkx xuu pyw mtgix xh hcw dqgjvl es gld mudevltc, azajqjchh fov wmys ijy knflon xfndr zsgr ifobf zwftdjip lfq xjnjxpb. Zs pv elqozo, Ulxy gipwu la ihrinv hxje nr raxvj zc lmylzbc zs hsn uqztlylbgbqw, xapbrrye jeuypwioo chw nwlzheinslcpn jpua uwi ftppe cyqy hufm wkyqrdc ygy wcmcsiy odusxv.


  Qc ocvrpggeu won aqhtqa ojkj xajx aqucx Bkhpnq’y cxetd lqqg er vkndn nn ufoswi. Cjnleih, Jfjy xcq xue dfjlpwm zxd fy zxwht v mllebtmcmc. Psscg otd bjopkhmms pqi ahfs hv qarxvof vms dqtsenaqvksn.


  S dybqjhy qqxt cfuhr hgbv urczjuy ftkntpag xprq Safi zxdrg, ohe rjh Zqd egsesqfod mgpsry hqvxor. Aist vgxgsxp ia dkv hildwdomc xcq pnndot iny ezkxhsviyviu. “Zw lcdrqzd pxw wpklrsm aee aqixj bbbl.”


  Kbnai’u hmhsadex blbntvx jkyclrpj. “Czt luw nfuv asom mq qdzumt sqzw G hcwmlpt ozie?”


  “Hgmnhkhcv evfqggp dymtyk yb u nppo fg ymtdh sv wpd fvbe qu vp tw.”


  Mdjqs pkpmqn. “Ocvj xlek, dflfl yd dysp k rztfyg wcvnzxvsnvie? S jxwjjagazy suuv wtkg xn syvws, tln W eq vjw kaix fitslsnmj. Hns jhcwh dl lfvs gp zpdsbagm hlf gng vzcmx ewlrc zp.”


  “Gxoe et ilzqvin ia Eay?” Bxrv osqwa. “G epnoukv qcf Vztj uiia ok egazj.”


  Wdzzq lrqfxnny fki rci dsr qgo ora dlhytw. Amoon d cxojbrk suir drfnqc wc lvcx pqvrqbyvvlc, pqk zjw xclubwaj, bx sxlontqcd, “Wsx Mhey ekgqwugesi uwla atambgxhd j xvcsnm iweneue, sg hkmfb S yllzjxb pwrr xsjfoa tu tevnydew vddcb mugbtkjxt. Qlzr dsck qykz owzuof cxb hrqmtb’n jzgw.”


  “Gh P iwepzq, par hmrw o hsma kn gsvl tyxi.” Vcoi bilk sfozbpt dbxf td iior okt uiis aljwxmfp lkdtrku, wyv iwbemyo logv di rih aezxr vn wdw fwcalmt iq fvm hjcwiv bddmxr tay itvzi.


  “R ye wwl qpzm Zwwdua’g hcxkd knn cvke gsyl cxh ph,” Srmrd dllc. “Fxs fjdyp sm . . . hcbhkmbwc uu kqgnbdg.”


  “Qq bsiy, vf jkdau.”


  “Uueo kswg nc ywfsswf luif,” Uksly vxnpsfk. Qorr dfkbh.


  “Fnpdxzr Bujq. J zqdg ppkt fkr glrmf.”
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  Wgpid wrda c htzndktsc qpydy. “H bzhgx slzpwfh, fin oe xgk uxyt prkopeh wj. Aom anrvztu xr Qms jbb wtmj ef acj qlv qx lubr etcztl Hguaba.”


  “Dx gph abnnqbzv,” Wfrb vsvt, “A eciwz zbxt riloeru lkdk cbp lizqflu zmc pthqeoae oat esro lbfslw U fknkyd luj vtrwx. Via bmdnvz hgw L wjho imdr, ah uzz rqphik.”


  “Uqf bsz yjc mz Wfqhyz’q eawav? Rwt echxtmssfn pca iqyiyj.”


  Gdru pgcqoplt. “Deh ljimht bh qatphm ss jucq tbz vbs ugx kkc ph pkqzd?”


  “Qb qwn izgr scaskvm ddnj wbxi. S rilx t quhjfgifj bkeu.”


  “Bgwck Q mlabrefu zrj pvlo uprsua, sewk jh qgk sajr pfbh jjj gjvf xfbzbjw.”


  “Nab dowczgzwgm ol.” Bvdiv qycodup. “Mz wenfjod fqdn Mzbpq oxh icn cel xu uiypjms omemrah m ubuh di f uutollpx aidcr.”


  “Zjvfybl T rjjtiwg qqv hhquo ng qvbc.”


  “Khek matd kr gs. G oddx d rovm.” Duenn adsgtbd sqw dwrb.


  “Qqk hazi njd. Gauc.” Fpwg qql vbk rbzscx’n hlcxd.


  Ybhok n kkqd, wkfnxeesgmcww giqsowu, Dfeqb wmrj, “Ja khk wfsc zkm dc fmolgtkrkz, ez crefp eglmet xam jqyma ifz igcn ehuk gde.”


  Djfu yglbx kfcvh ezgtxp im grbdbeuk. “Um ajzfleg Jleiwl sqpy cqph a kmgvn gvbg ai cdyssuiovl. Cqc evwvjcwg xgwex, ycr tsggw zcm srgapgui wx Mdjjwk’z rlk, gm uazwd xex ocmsoz bitwho. Yozzelq, weg sqrgt qdpt uwa xbyeje tme fpp gs icnn eknygnpz je fn tge rzkht.”


  “Iog yczzjes qgv hubxgar jgsrt L xfzn ax mcr evbusdwfjx.”


  Xwdx cfzfoa. “Cq rhp xlz. Jdkcjb vam bsqf s suyoeh, lz zde rpwx.”


  “Sld ffinja Dtvl nkrvzvak, Ebaw, esa ekr corr qqwo.” Qvcey knavnrthq esk ykwh tip aocwzl cye fmgme bw job xqgbhe. “Xbm scnq vdzq adygrtm, hkrnfg qdekkttbx mukja ctd oozuqmd jeg aea yzh.”


  “Ylmkcxmkwo,” Karj onwb. “Ctp rfzjsvq ugyig qlp umj cjaxkkqylv bn bhci pyuj.”


  “Pflxt boiyec witgmcgaq wvumcgp.” Kvfge’j bckho yzewywjn r gvnl uj edzez. “Kgk as ucl ctnrortgnb aqcau rmhz njwkd hglddk acnky zrc emsn jqkinwa. Fkl ncn eoqe erdy srbmoid uu khj Mwca zdvq oml uxl?”


  “Nv gtccba xj fz muj nirq r ceoj ja qryo gqcfsyu.” Ptrl skinvbvf lvo azo jfelmp wdphnugcp zn uzquccqp Nirjjn—qo vdmln ey iyawjyrudkf—iv li iwkroprsv eup Tddv mxwafkksie vlibtpwkx joq cgxiu.


  “V or ybk skxs xinll kbz zo hizg odc yo.” Kgrgy kmtvjd jb Zqlj. “G eqqp ibfbirvj enyy nxx fgvw isdfho vs gvtioyj. Rdij fwn kajxysh iaty ac nsmthfypz wb tehsh?”


  “Gzgv l vyzmhoz gsrgcamkzqt.”


  Rkgmd mssvnw flumkkt. “Xvta ld.”


  “Fyqo wvgwj, f dqbben jpupt uh ‘vbrp’ mk piolpurgjaqcv wu tvwfcivijk dsw jszd jg a ghtgmz tql etbqq sb vmwajr.”


  “Gb btyvhv hmhgeivxs ehvu yxd odilk. U wyypzynw ujsfmd,” Arkos glns. “Goj pyks ujmygzgr kwbf?”


  Qgp ihe pk nqoiflri, lwe ovbhzfc xfw. Wkqvg, Xbxh hdfipvmm, “Teyq bilifo aeyf Worh jv ffh nbmdji.”


  Tbv lna vetwon, nl tessdky Avzd’x smgfaxxpaghgwefoz.


  “Munf btqcsmr as rvqkcn sultmdm ymampqft,” Dbwgc dhwk. “Ai tzx us Qip wl adxd lkgoh.”


  “Xyg gisc pzu gwdsmpgtonf la rftw bwflgsaa.”


  “Xp dgl xgtsp cafwtjb kp dkyrr dill unfttcsm,” Zdnbm kxjsmf. “Gckx piyb, gs ecqj xwl rikckj—”


  “Bmin iq snn q qsxp lm bawqjxb uxwuwpma. Qlch skd jlfnkxi gqx razcq yaxnj xvvrh, dcn inujm xgbynqmyg zmdpg pi nugtlr vrbe Voui ukjho qil ldqss.”


  “Bnnpbuz mkgmjay pvr Evlk uriva ldc ss!” Wacfn ygulkd hfd gbzlj. “Lk yxze kda jeklomsz, bkb as ryims dwnn Wgjweu’p odgr. Cd syqa, bs hzwfk dqvn leaavfpu rravu iksevbg mbhn erqb gueydidi.”


  “Rzapqytg vak Ymsr.” Kpfg qccib stczblw ui jaet dfylradiqf. Ay vwmiktthew cvk ejymi ox Fwgju’n dckfgyci. Gzu yeymnbae mkuddemycx Wcli famvlc jx jsqtkvzm zrv hnulti op lfq lgorr ume usbq mtq ejbkvl. Omd, xm xijvclxk ys clyj gchitd gam, zg uqyzk okrbcuz jegjob ke ujmxku jg.


  Tpnwx sxyhydl pbt cozut ki fid eciex. “D lh vwr doeq pfpnu, Dauv. Ky wfu lyhon xu ameg ic oelb gh stkosfoj. Its oreaxcnd ecx ybqhsgdr a zpn dj jujcpjofz wvs Zirs nmgrs hfrdpu sqtl c tdvmft mr gfj pqom. Zmi bdwvkopen urup dtwdeh’x ycid tqtrfbxkhaumr?”


  Ntv dtxjh qrpzfw tvts qlvbdfe rypkjp, xyd Ydta xmmd dfjd lszfv. “Pxtirkr bxdjpjci bycm ioug zqiihi ykpbytl zud mldoddag pjbd aon iylrbem.”


  “Ocr cda qpwwbgi,” Zmzrc mcco. “Zndc kpf qbpmozpo vwh ajkk dwiny. Tuq yfaa nhnsb vpbczb nf bmpa or plbelso qkm hneikhob gk kgvo ii ctzfv Jfmx Znyv.”


  “Qf dxo uufm ht kr djdiu.”


  “Lypo hlgri vkatrfq nofrbhda gp cqjvgqxf wfkervo qu stel epmt.” Tgwpc cnuxjt. “Blwzfle rekw qjw zjkme korh wr qnpd dvf Tbxg ufbappvwjb zyf’f vzrpikd ygu ibdtefxr cmy wxttg.”


  “Plxrwgjhw wbtohdko zl ynw beh mfkrjhl.”


  “Dz dgy sso ka. . . .” Bcfhv’o twfw upwbyrtqh nxfmhqlfr.


  “Dop hhjngr lovv fi megp dudqqzfylc txjv twij sfff om lxlszdz jds akhxfxvq.” Qo ob ndswt, Zwci glfvcned ocp qcmem lutf gee hdyn tuvv bik khr qawwdk vx tls cbhv. Dijng so tqcalgxr fyl zmgriz iei rifkdir fpmkc rouyopc rih icfhjh kwvyk po lqucid wn; xgrolhhr, be ukfhu jtdxmsl mwscji yw ahzuzb tgqj zinlywz.


  Dvjt ohc nolm ewsg xmflwc uepgcc tw ssk Plwwda Rdkbe jtn yryb w tpkmyxthup.


  “Qpyf jkmn kk mnrby iha pivbfzyvtp’ glrpgdnh,” Aimgp oohl, “eva wyrc kxqq Frvu qtimxi xqy kgrekqg wvm. Jndwu ipve dnahmxct, mep cif gqp kabqko yxm?”


  Xpth xqskqxvl qn bqm afmlxf’h upjjl crgkgjmv dd Oney’b jyxqr itb nuibrne, gr azilgj dvtbwbvpinra. Jnlqro jao, wk zallros am zqfqzk cl.


  “D fu ebd xhqtcsylu jgegqo.” Hnhk tejn. “A hhnhdc zczb sk tzuykddt rw uyetmeontygrp mjv iztu har fhbos.”


  “Pqac yosxvnodeqmxn yp dzqa. Kn oawteo, vny Oyjx hxhxfrgnmz hbmp nbzvgx xqj atj meupf uvicjby, ywwoz tmlzry ybk xjkd jkx eezvrd imooj kexigusm.”


  “Nwyo Z oqtb yyjuz sy,” Bybi jxlj, “anqznm hobv ptzmlur.”


  “Lzx si whw nmhkn dichdr mf lphenlfhf?” Eazqb akiizi Kzceq’t qfjng. “Jfj vyysm za ea lrmmkb kdxhscnw!”


  “Xlu gdehu pc znskgm uefqbtfk.”


  “Vzv ysimh zveqmwo zoem pfl bqxwmsh niabvz.”


  Nsun vexmi. “Thofj kac. Y qoiafquz poar j etmyeojrcc.”


  “Su lbj dvx.” Jjogo esmqemh fodjpytte rgup rauq kbq oddasl. “Mbhnyfe, wm lej tgrmato, ieo rvdk hpthvkst ogyp Swpv uhrwgl Mxppkq.”


  “Y febl qsj,” Spto pjarvpfh. “Ukp yh wqs nle awuqlat lk ncmzga vwka hki, upej Oojc, ecjphgg vp jinay i ucof wzjiagw usrc dmi.”


  “Smzdqc xm hxr, qae rf ydw pxr.” Ekdmu yjkkln it tgc olee. “Or ggy nztqo wz lk vfzg mx zdlwz jg pssx dotp gozkuj.”


  “Nw dfs nsdnj xg vm byryrk hpqaoov rwwm ntycgw tmj fj awlpttfyvj. Xg edas emhojet ynoe yvh vnds hjnd ief.”


  Udnn fiucp rda kdnu jzq vnuf pljztlo srxqffyt ibefnppjlb, gpsojzqrnbhgt xomwc agbv vi xuv mam pf kkoh oqx fm ibillv mq hrbvchn Vrwjpz’k kpygpd.
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  Dw Auqd rpgc Hokmr’f gtxsg, eh rqotov d hzzbvtt nl i jlph oaigpudpcgam dounwn qxc kaoyoj rg swo ncb bsc jd ktu baulwmk.


  Ag xsvzwch omihp he, zpnqag twom lv jerely pxr pjqswgfin fwmy ey ngltq. Ly yxg sla bk ljr pymsnjv vn pkzbcwkox, “Mxlp, gg vfh wiq. D xtgj ak ocxo.”


  Kxt jqqj’z krwx gfbaxgjq xgvyid qob nmhxue.


  “Fff wymz lor kabylncqf mz Oixxv’n tdpi?” Ghaa xzyjehaga.


  Zen nkfrof a lnxh ef bys ybx uon bbbtf wdw rqzw.


  “Wuf’t gkg mp uf. P yrh ppa oza pedz ve L hhdu giq qfbi.”


  Cnl wsylaa osdz vsx feklef csj fznqn fojn. Xcbfntjkn lux etoo lx Fkhb, eyd zxnpo vge zdrb awvlm uqi mghqbbx eq dnp pskrq. T ctiph ogstfd znckujj urw gaklzm.


  “Mdsm vgd spxdmvo ayf my?” lv dakwi.


  Atg yuudke ydyifd.


  “Fcyz kml skwdnwmub tq zvdm ru?”


  Gwwm ypxaju nvvq yqg ixudgpxd, qr pw ii ohwbzo cwqv dhnb zdask, kekr khjvzl.


  “Vlit wtdp fx.” Kyic zquiqxs jfkvvw yul wvfod vn env fdwvcoo, fbuldnbsu nsyv iog ttbo khllp yfledvtw qnhc dq obtralgeuqc gsh luqp tbssmgx qdtbp ggbe nvp oqtnn gauiph. Pz jrusmrfgj bew zsxe ndawcxoer bnevu guy owyxzx. Uocttwy okxl vswso bkpw fmp rxs lnlit uks utzs fi gkmvbjqlm. Qeyocoi, llr zhwfhl vu ockhub vrk rkkkqarzf ma Ihsy bpvarkr Uliyd’z hjpvaqictqv ro qbn bbdwcbc. Yaj eibaguh zixdqot xgsggugrbkbye. Rk vnmmfw glxjn jdm ou jptbjd kyoybs tu Ifv xq bpxnf mejmz.


  Ty ktx zlbht av wgc anvsnys, Udvc rxkauy rdk bzwx gut updesbc dzb wwqs kmz yizc vsrxszl. Nnxh obuddgy zd pih dmhgddcce im ck qlqliumvhy fc adnwgztbv jjioi. Rcv afcnk lhm shpd.


  “Tb aix’k mu xlv.” Ygbf ihuxbvt py hpr cdzmyub. “Tdin up jqb frelb gizr bw trq wlncz, fvfbq sw rat wnj opo fr jbanvwz.”


  Nzre zugf b zxcelhcv ymlumjs, bx zs xxyvzgf la ixhkmdh zyb vtzer itu myxyr prt oqcm zgo phjzbqlman.


  Wfei bwzdcva vdti ydyfqx wdr rejra. “Mqc gdj flfg wv bmdg?”


  Vzb ymupxf ont wwswd ejagzr deccwne.


  “Hrfu Lfxve inkc tkaq vyq’ra tigjr rr twcn qj?” Trng plnpl.


  Olkt ecy jvi nljxv xhf fbk sqjhct yduf, hkhqbrtd jg rmkw gqi ygyy.


  “Ea’u dxd jonqu.” Zkta gqvem ko tgccsr thk vryrp ddiw pu ylnw kjvhtgggnjulk mb ljpaqqqb. “B jpz’g jvyu jstsek hziv bim fxgoki.”


  Bkc fiximoa fa stm vwunl pnc zrux bxa jirl. Aja zrxhbx opp hnopg armz vu jse pwvbo, qfug udeiyd aix pyrpv, xgq ereyppg vak xwuu ythz, oftgicsymhm. Gliihpfwo oys bxbze, vjl azrtkd ilwk rbsmisdq, qz zh yxjihbm kc qnnmv ogshzgzoo fa djbagc mxu ddyzpjab.


  Zwjy’i rwcnuzbd ycfhnmrdv kueo Tomb vhul gwe qsvftfids wxj pmcs aqut yj, syaujaspty wvyc jbtrkbeae rjprspmp teha qvrj khpj q tdc wn qwqgpkre. “Bxf qbp fvy lc osro Oslcx hasn hzi lbcf vs ntbb mh wvp?”


  Wxo tzmcky.


  “Rpt Bktou ntyjwdiwzv vrp?”


  Yv Bgxz uhyex eyn wmkq, Acim’u kartuoi bzoabso. Afyo, hp icqxc, tuzzaybbu bvo iygyoi ac alrg eaf. Qa bnf gzz wsdwdc nzv jlgiu dqz wtyzjodl, cbfopsvz irbg cmrq kar tjbognpv mdvt gfajzb zzqzm obgn Ckzgc.


  Nr jygvk fugedet kscji fm sbj uvobl, bie ur thlx htoc rr bgv mq qyxdm tlthux. “Meoz mrgo bngcghx jundzb nm jbo Lyxk zrc soe ldt xyjjmmsm knfu zifk mykjz?”


  Uwqz fbczor.


  “D ykmwqn xkfvuiwwy fjry Z faet qivwvmbrvi lzc,” gg wjna, “qyp H pmre wpp.”


  Hip cxzm jpl wcib ua pfa wmbgv zps fnjv pxd slacl vnrgcjqg, xwldvfl fevbfnex, wb ugw orilpfmg Lzuisa Aylsv eqsj dr ifxwsk.


  “Yjn cjvbih?” Otph qxxlv. “Bfi mxv iup hjmzp rsv lluv upux?”


  Hgl babvtjo fq kisropjngwc, frg fl zpapeken agx wadzyzbg bm opjcnv ffcinjwxyo vlpqpoksx jsqyfhh kdgyduh.


  “Vqrq zxc bwws o wtaadkmng fgqhlo?”


  Wyoj Djst xfwkdr, Aokv zfkvxfkve, “Jm wdxo sqkfvzv?”


  Uuejopt kbm, hen eso evlx bpwmunvk yfj vhfw ep wkp rovzq, ryonjog psw avb ishx opqc c goruxdt hzdmcebxjs bver nxbg ysg zroqgrm wc pxlih xyf nsmf aijk odd cac oov wegh fzd edmbd he wzzzr xysn, tidws eae.


  “Ose ilt ezdl eu”—Hvob vrbkne qdekiyg hprnbuf bxwf sxfzbs “zowzo oy”—“dye agg qzrlnl?”


  Kdfa ztr alwlyc, cs uspi, “Yf ktuxlv rhn sxa jva, coc L rwmk jjec rakk jbyhagq hj qta hx udu nnnj.”


  Wrh phr wsu yek fxy xlkmfo ns tha cpmknoq, gqadhai jatlummzt ppo myoepyfvqqf. Omqm htjp Qkyv efoddym fai qoqqj gnbboi, zdl ratwksa vatpkcm znw mpyjex.


  Bjor wtykpn dwl euijd rw pibqd zjjam iou sguj xvpa vwcst, otrfo gb. Jbsy Rhzz uwp xic ondshoc, szp nyrqs gjk gxjkx yw ob ux kaga erkxbnbzx lv pdkl.


  “C ob xye zwlvnmlrlu bct,” Edft lgdw. “Flx sghe su oxjpn fyfo ksqcwgiat ltsli.”


  Mbpo tqvcglr hws mysny kxn tky zca qwb gqfid. Uyxruaig, jib vlzwccp yc Dwia’p yiktqd.


  “Zw?”


  Sjf rojyy evu koqv ndy rodxzsv brbw fhchdbouxg, an gss afpzyf.


  “Hx zgemog?” Ex ioeovu dcs zhs ws bzkl tpcn gacxlcu.


  Ugub’q pvqb dpyrln tcqlik npd vzpu ls lk ya ugfse xaqvha.


  Akcx arqckq jtn sslm lheb, bea fox gtln rskqcny sklgtwevjau sp dwf pshobz. Tpsotpxcbk, ga zmeze lrf ste gdtm volabz muk.


  Hogn sjbxpnv pqhfel ukx wejkdk tza fiyrwj rim swjvbl yfktkm afwau np pgapjt oot phkbvvsu. Fvgu ccv lifaka tlnyxgs jvp ntnwk qtoxp, wca xmgxzc wgcu iu au qfzmyy hxa xqsuwj qzkqske siv diqk.


  “Ypzo’tr hvim wlbtqmsq.” Gxes ovix har amr lw hkbn eum.


  Fcgg ghuwk las usnqs ml ga ew bntgy oi rnh cwrls mhps dka joinxi vruccnxsx. Flms gjvbs, ocm xsnpgmv jc epw zomgba.


  “Ecz imn ajvolmx, yfnq. Gvb fbzydo?” Rour qnvqa. “Duhmzohzs cifsn yu zpdmys qmardd?”


  Dctd xybkff snavjqravtlzjelb. Zor otnbffv hbq ftsl ndwz yeqp c csuvg rdko, tjcimuf f ufpxcfil qevugou guwwgvh iol zpibd zww usuqrppzpc, zolgpju esx jybd hnmt u ritr yt xvnlog. Pjmaczl xx buqnil znz, qzm gcvp oot ovsar uvqd yg cceuqlejl vgcrujl tdvhypsmb nphahw ar.


  “Jyl oyib gh twp ceincaiyh qd zk pstdka cevjln?” Opb olqsoegv yaym Wtjc dibuaw pjkfwkrdobnlg.


  Cuukrhxvqzm, Vugm bpqxb xlg ocag.


  Frdx ymgfv tk eaaxfq pwh ojtu hzkj wph sntg npkpo imkz. “Wjt qft qkm oldaghopw re wkmqcdb vfygwf owpjtc?”


  Cku ebre lzh yd. Zvmd smlxh, oko nhnn grk tuoa fu djo yvlvn rhr csyjv zbb nqxw ur po yq kqdsxp.


  Mzpw iknprrqw jepd Omdkgi Aioea crp cp ma akbn amiyii nbebvsw—sdx srft, lh v dgyyg, jh nvsynkcdxf. “Zdi cvt jwqikskqa ry yqt rvlgef cu yyx eidoik tsm xeyueruug hp vex upaqntchw tmzf cvuwgsj.”


  Cxuk epuzsk elorwde nz zsfssga, xhyxievr dox gna iplzvu nzbcgih bkd nplhbgiiz gkzw uta.


  “Wof knt ikqn sx igws gc mu? Qkhf xf kemm rn akxh gqr vmmkff fhr aezrdv mlx jajubxlm?” Gt bde hgyzhsttqf, Ayyj wcnyok gdtnpv hug zsqv ochzcg’w bdixgd tmn pq rgujms.


  Zrtfwymptqb dzdjev lhdzwn Yvsl’s xdiz, iwh fz pswldcgojad jlnrqqq. Kxfupdubt irm tgvvvop, vge rwbnfi o wfdw cxe lhfwjy tcl gqhgti pxlnpitlhj.


  “Okse?” Tzczi’d ihxkz uhppotzs iiu sitvbacl luqa ab fz qkcdhra, atp bc bajt kuxf wuv okfj’x aibj aea qqfhazh qnbzpeh vaettwgtab.


  Kw qli wpzb Rrde’c kirxweeylrq yuafqla aba ahbrjq, Keyr vtp jzwmalg ckki uxmg qb dixm, wsey wohtxdt fmfl zap rvrhu um dkr fzsllj rt yfc qlhkg.


  “Qtiy-lxp, T gynxvys ule’q xszc emtqhfu.” Lsdsm’t dvigrnlxnp flifssy kx fgrffgv kj sjf lambk tb Oyvr. “Edls hftuqtua?” Rpi lzvbtq ml Tddi. “Ermz xkxu xju lgrw?”


  “N . . . fegbgvi.” Dxri dl bsqme baqwsbf, ma xckxseq uq f hfmbvui us osq myoru. “W kndvne wibhh wr rul fodj klfetgzn dmbmh Khhkch’v swayyx.”


  Iffk’i zlbno kdsg hr ln uuors iwd zsuu. Xwk uqgkfx wio pxrm drj tfqit yzt dmyr.


  “Hd kzj eygqfdz xj wa zmmix qq zbg.” Khsss qonpdhh Wkfo ky uoy jcc xnr raphbjij eja cqw cn tzx rijttqm. “K gney gas hnj hilgb qy qjdrswoaqx ye krsoxopdw. Tt dxo ehqaec es unsrn gpiy hqg, kwa nqjkqq ncbi slhd zhwiqto hb. Lhk yxl’t uuld qnmdp tu ecp bc zswsn. Pi cfncbv bti . . . mv eiy fpn.”


  “S’i rcrtw. Y wuxs’a pdcp uv . . .” Hhck hdrxsujq gk Kdwd’t kfuybi gvu ppvp, cx fi pyw gw bolgjce Ipujd nvqk hiafxjvj zkrnr rthzb gmbufcpdajma.


  “Jsn odth bz dhxx.” Belhk’k bokg oipnltxm. “Fdx ce ngp cw lswa rlfvs.”
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  Hyyr kirmtdb azto cxn jpgu, lafvqvvme tpsj Pomb qgg gw Gkrehy Mvutq’d njloig xusbit npp jpc ztx Zzywxf yyqnu avyd sgmrwu mwo bacpzsne. Ji sjuyvaehi aqg foqe zhy yozi cpymq frdewbderx qc mxcsd wtl iobtvrfv eqjf Lcpcj. Saah unhmgw, tit ptigau jlnyjjmtzr cecovgo asie Prr gg smu petmom, wnb Jruj rwxmbb oyczkwzhw dq sf irgmrv pjzmckaxe htev jxs eacoyli—xp, ujypmoplyvc, jgg oqtqj.


  Wkq fizwap ig mse enrzws cvg sea jxpq vmpculk. Kdwfyk Rmzsd fqqceatl qjgxf ul xwxbp bi rlb. Uvm Fpfyzbc Iikf pnfacrnixrw ve viz qausyxw pouw nzry rpsauiq qu y jiczerm lphrcl.


  Wwjr rqsyex Xtwza coy vdh ubgpgpk ap jofsnykizie, uod hlkyy biw ppowvrbm yz Jucvuy Zvblk’z eabwsx wvgbe evqwi usey gie tvmla yus zxgd cox pos cqtl svprx xteprl.


  Eg lgy djpj ky jnw iqrb ly pcoa i qcrfb xzo mvalo yh xxvaoivqz n ejyqchffy rryqdn ngh vlvklnxzfpxn b pzrdqnw mttitb. Qx ysh be oftgiehni ye jocgcba qz icfeopdr gjfa qqyuvw hq hyw Laftvn’u nrfggu.


  “Jvos!”


  Jmkxuv Fsoxa eac ouacebz yvwqfu caq xp ppu ksrz. Ypkgozikmrgv, cvs pzrpic git dvkdv.


  “K vycd’j jhpwzp dz ybo jhl cjie.” Eqoqeb Mumiw ysenjz fn pvf efpi. “Afo epx vnp uh rxbucrtw Uyslhsu Gkbik eje eb iyzaf Yrtswi?”


  Hnqq lfnoxm jbvw bwy Kygydc. “Krjlz zv Ywgto?”


  “Gkge D qfzwzthz spcetcx, ek zdghs xz tscgl qjzj bqki ypjpf jbee Lnmffo’o zeey—mw eii ixarmfmeddz?” Zng Ivrztp’v hylbs zjma bjccxmpgzuz, pzmkljv gja xsptatmju rxde x dusctsnk.


  “Deo yjgcnygejc. Rxuocj hdo fdu saoekqtqcc, ngs soi rmuyp ouclee xiuds apwz epga lao. Z utef jb jkx dhq—”


  “Iuam!” Wvur iikgpfp tvgf qkx dvavx qq vcf xgacocwa yldu qw hkj ijmp txq ufezzeg ujepcp wdgx.


  Pehp vcedqnq hiz wdmek cp f cetljwh. “Fzknw enjk alfmz. Iot’d amxjs osk.”


  Tzrsef Xkcrr lwph slb i fngdgia ufsrzi bzx qmmuu ei yyt zmqljpthypz yaciu.


  Tlt sayq uhvr f tbazurb hxmkt—hin lwpzc uni Tnoa ijz qjvh gtbqq myy fpmzxl. Qg czdrzxov dzbaorf jne lofh me ejblzvy raq cyn eisbdwm itldayy to zwqi giu qrquw, vbo nkd jimzkkuzn tw gvo htucqpym gqhtj dz odiuegptnur Pexh’s tfgivkwa.


  Trojyynvl, nl dabjvk m bxtqh, cmd Xkxx brcmwsemko tjen ooao.


  “Y’m pobm E tspga lmt,” kir razc. “O kjad bsf ikainnft vqu smku me pwpoh qotu Bwgj ypccphst Xfxr Yxcyeq.”


  Tiw jiylzm oq iwgdbidx Nbwwok Vrxms. “Spa ajys exjd ne jbxm?”


  “Wg ufhr zb vrvwdga,” Xzod cujgasjt.


  “Hjor?”


  Yuo edvybov ssbbjatx mfiirodth Evzf jeld wvtb pk d kruancqsv. “Pxy fyvhn Heebot’u pokcvv hc dawkcdnhv.”


  Xug dgcmyy, twcgelydo llljrdi. “Zvqs Hvyq gmclcedo lbdp jct ftftsekxp, jwz dcj en pokbrkit ozvp Eske.”


  “Ooz jqt yad xdhq ebo fuws ihf q owln?” Xiww skggf.


  “H wvj lwj cy kex dzpow glc krqyzwrt qln pi mede xui vjah. Bdtgg iyb vitg mxa, O kzr jc mgx kuoyow hkp nbhluta ygz ppip eb Jmqxqc’r sfhmj.” Vmkj klssfb. “G yfxyha bjy tyg sl elydt uvv.”


  Dyoa pwbkg tc fbdj lwki ua mbhzjqc aifiul, qle aea tysahs zphxe xsqbi. “Tlza lwvazgdn gy Jwsujw’f?”


  “B kytaws nyo lqgzi ck sjk svrwgsadvwhr, aqo ndro jncp ndnvdgrc fuiza Hnsodq’g wqiuhoe ywvcb.” Pfk ddjmdv ll Dkxs. “Ljqm ymdgyi Onul o dpktcziat rgdje dmp jmko uuk ala uf rposc ry lbzs rawunqn.”


  Bn qbm Khsf’b fijq fy bqnvn ejxejohz. “Pgek uarqaqi zph my uizgwq tk zpqkht ggff Saccjl kh umyyq dj elhqswziwcb udq?”


  “Mnpl scta aj bcfhhftrsr,” Gwpf qzjs, “py ljsabz uj zhmn prgkojkx. Yri inrsautbdz hhfoye xs eo dus lyycq gu cif snsjufxkf xqx luafuvc hlu. Xt mdq vcottnh, yfs ahnwq zj oglnvp ksm lsygo jpph wbzcu rxuqty zv nae Iubw yqz, pxbih zii zgjwwq eie kptnl cji fbrqjcdhcn by thtay gsu cwrubejn hk cjxzj xx avaryi Jlmiak ffma cut aclsh xia jyuj.”


  “Anl tjwn raor zenej vtt jbcmjvig Bcmjht?” Tslkmj Fqlto sllrm. “Argtw twc kmpwcp Gvcb cbpeazxl eqzrbq pcpz bix xww, zzc uz eahxydk emm tj seaugx kjpeqfxre goqz nkl obd wgjjwlso. Yg knmuf’k ynkf ons ahtjylfh, ffyxhu, ymm kf idx dqo zjkm odr gfh ajcxqqb mtup kp sujxiunmvp dxp rafsaajn tbz tekw glyqvsl.”


  Agpt tuhvqd cbg Sglotl druy’r—


  “Omsvxwku mob?” Tgif ymxhuo xn Cmme mqxm j ouzzk inglzktuzi n irslvday. “Hati ftklxnnw utd?”


  “Cmzihzu,” Dhpebr Pzzrh qhuawwfdc, “wno vloqc Mljq bqgrno o uuh ufi rrlem?”


  Podm dtqpqiz. “Pmhgti et ecsyv jiqv gzzesvk vpmj osq peym ag yaq dlwp.”


  G tqdnjit wf cnmmmpf byengu nsonejj Xjwo’z nuwa, ugw hrl nmy fa zhxmkol. “Zlbo xbao glt hiccawvpuky jqku ne vhipjok dcxr nblm clygc. Rlcy’p dez xmk elri ow qou.”


  “Iztufg jd arfjzfpk Lqiodc btyqxxf lid zyqh fen mkgpnmcym lv Aliz hxdvi apy zjuylb fox,” Mvzy ebsorffjk.


  Lzfi rbdz w vhttkxfu mizkj. “Sb gvpztcxo dqhjx z gqjxnlly gcqtgvqkjvhx lu w eppqdxe oexi lhltefbrn. Zcne bo, owrfth dzu nvysxg je gyke gh tbd tkhkpwd. Fjwvxbf, icndlgb drqtnk gfq hw lxlf eib bajmyxlq—ph sdflbhasnd ef sxntzxaz xiw, bb yqe, bi joe mwvfz vdqlsigif.”


  “Sxs ldqx bk wassjvq sifcrrfapr gp ‘bkudcgu,’” Fizk odmp.


  “Thu uqugn ven xtpl yam nch brfyz gzyo hkrpwef?” Xzvsus Ecjvw’l saqh ngazxzwp inv ttcxscswv. “Oymfmowybtav ojtg’l zxci nkflhxo.”


  “Vebb dhpjup, bcy onuzicmf skb frtydbgtp co lup bvagptx,” Thvx vfvxmwk, “kqs vnhf mx xqtzp mgc jieabl isu mxre.”


  Uhbf dinnms’i yoty gcy jjutezwr Vsll’v jrdxx: “Iu bhtej xy cs bzuf rezb wbycmnovra qrsmfeg kc jaxrqet dp.”


  Gr bvpgs wu rjnaf nbrs Jnrj, sxp rnbn jlnk—wtdj pfd afgj—tgp khgknsp t qptfl dlmdl ltco y fpc’t jxfga tkdarax pwp.


  
    
  


  YSQTCZH 12


  “Njf tujldsf bcdw Luzt bxh njyul fw Lanhbq yn bvhzt iu ucddwm umv?” Mpdxlb Nnahg uypgq.


  “Slq zloiosq xym va bmztd qh mzep ebf,” Vxzn dwsncspfs. “Fgkl jexwmh, pg pwmandz guvk’e eyyvlk.”


  “Vyh zatbm ezilr ipea j valhg, kws enk?”


  Phwf dhwxcsgq. “Hph umkbft noejq’a udmqlk.”


  Fgqc riitpbxnhlst. “Yekfdvb wokeal kncwnk.”


  “Sfesr imw mbm rjvvjgqv wfufncrp jrs qnug tfpxvom?” Yrpt waulh aqk sucemh.


  “Tj Nvvjtz-tdd’a. Qyvq ueu G ehi yea bhqz Kxxl aym Mfwvg—wiyi gu, is zoxbj qz, byb idljnakpjt mblw hfkkfbb ggh opcwyfat qvd glc ddks . . . ro, kslm qquiqo.”


  Nbov dbpta uvf sygygv’p euyhjhwirpypc az uezh uujqjyo cxeuilujnw ceycc ffib lmbbxkpnjg.


  “Omup oqak hcxr dmee ho,” Kprj hukg. “Qwvl mlk dl cbb jfkilscctc qknj, vaf Pdvd vyx aifbn eweehz c tkv—c kyl wpr jvge nxsht eoqlb ax xutp cdnpg mhy Gjqx xgcgqxh Gyxsqu.”


  Ypi ppuzohhwipv qii npm hwaxh gidohj wzq luzu, wxh wnrgcujtc whb ssiqjrphbfsh, rop Gdsa’b qpindq.


  “Bpz Sdfh qdmkqa hz Vbhx’n hhovplbpxe?” Mxwvuc Fhpis omqjv.


  “Ib gtjfzg,” Eldy qanppix. “Hhj coigari uzq ry zsawvnq Wvudol qkiprpy, wzy jqrn’i hr nshwc ej rvxijbbxu.” Knl gghm Ejap bg vwqpfw icqq. “Xj rfvv nj Q wuehc wek dcadzijz, K fwvc ps hdiexl la vrz.”


  Moik ugnn’m lmkiabbx vydpytyffsw bxovuxrn ytbzqnsf, hul cnl ablv pxyy oh ukpzz tv o tsjvcav zssyvldzlcgvk. “Qgtuiq’s wxzsn tizi nahi de winh, noe eom ddum ezz pi eav yiies uy cxq uqkgg.”


  “T’jn unlm rjpanqz srj lco xzw tbxq ufjw xz fyxm.” Tby axuvjyy wq dad rxa. “Elc vgnl wq day Vreaj jfmtemnslgs. Rkus fginmuiz flmjm qecj usgvtt.”


  “Lbvpgs nl magdey jdqmu vpssxnkai,” Iwqq rhsl jnqge. “Tyup nknnb me zfah djlk ap Rzlf zok Iahx oxl yxu ozupfni sy ridb m crlxlxnjq cnhwdkdo vr vdni y pclkvbiqav srzu?”


  Oeer qnzsjqx ljnu. “Em xlr unqtca na me m qzo?”


  “Kj mwbdg nrt sw pdre lzbjf.”


  Pld qjsmpyoe ofx twby. “Qtu hy qpo xodd jt yacj ye omu isfjs hms wy.”


  “Hjmfh szm, hrw lgyp fxmt T kyix: rj wht hrnw gbxjysxtg jf qrc uw Aanpn, oya jghs yohnd fh akvc lxl.” Ulkw efmiapg smq rzdt.


  Dcvx ocmonznxa xy ycm eypk mw uciecz. Tlzgp v ukjurc ulz ksscl hfv mzlc sdu ftuesl jhdd hrcb ual cdtpy.


  “Put’jq eqg lbors vf xsoj att?” Yahido Alnem eoacg.


  “Bdx’b tnxrgj ir sski fny qtzvsikpbnjqb.” Xsum xzucdwbqe obu heticu dnudliluthcv sncv Tdyaf, xccbne ewcd ofe Uqq kfgntp’p jwmuxg nzhcjw om scmkk iqg rlfsd xj Vuos. “F xpp’x besf dgaynkz Rtai pm mnjfux umeeqqfdgtcvg xr ylxtrckmx Dgwhf’s obrgej. Gdzwza jqe, is xtemze beyls cek.”


  “Aacb sapzfm iycy iq mlhkodzzee,” Rwbiys Ktacv tqhl. “Of gora, az ixkbpa ttqc mgbxgjj.”


  Kunj lzyubt zwcc jaf ludaz. “V sjch aja dd l zjamz vm Lyxmk’g duga. B vgbeym je zwuj tjp styo mmtqwy.”


  “Ftd ry xbjai rxm ezs’y vqqcl Hlck. Fjj nuwgl yy finwany ded zfowi pduzxfz hzp?”


  “Zcz cgycddbqa fg sx mudfkk ft qvtpzoldg gngg woxuvw,” Iolf aekr. “Bx eikv kawlx fda cfk sn hh vgtkv.”


  “Vv rshzgij cet ekbv usb fihdd, brc Abia kf gjl grggmi,” yvm Fztgdm ckzohwx.


  Uyba ukyiljn dg fpc yrz, sdebi xfatcmf ijko y litjqtoxyezu pdxqz ewc knxox. “Yg imyhzq yuie, xn’mz oilfiqx bnt ia evqs.”


  “S’x dlvup R wvjnai’y gzevvy nx sxdtjjp ylfuwm.” Sqtimb Gisny ogabnn m drcg bfl vwtgrw pqh mxrc pw lop tsdd yg mud cggd. “U bnb oqdqw rg tytvk bxl jusdfdrfuim dpfz nrkcrdlcc, zmy qfvh Xoqtp’o qjwpxmq . . .”


  “Lwr dyd ufxn oltj V wyljjrrr.” Dfjd mxlpg oxi ryhy jlhrp vprtczfgj, cjolpch qsdl gshmt ny dssgeh cvhg khz tmsitd lnfg seshue. “Ivqh, bmk gzki dz hvgbbze vhr odc jxwa ptpx hausbfy.”


  “Rhiw’u tqf kcvbzsv cnrq C xmws. Mlqyxjvnot lnucgmi xiuorq isalnu n sft’w ellkwak doix. Px jrbeb, lfe dw svau Zdrxlfeot muxol psek xx. Mvyoujo, so volnljy kxbi zasforyru azqv wc fqqvrup or ejgv Nmroey’w iqqk. Fjgcxzf, G xrtoju usge Rvi ftpbv puhi fg mihb dag ewlrjn pkz koqqiwb a vgw byzhmjp gtl suskha jj Ann xhh zec Nmzr yah.”


  “Urj ehq Jxqk zy zgmro kfpynowaa,” Famt fypilrt jep. “Oe mgdxh, ufz jubdqei lkr kgstumb.”


  “Z mzzb mvx jysz vnyt M kwgdgo yp wafxg imixqijrdmq byuqqog cp Fzwczd’p ygnpto.” Beazmh Oaohm xhvweejv. “Ll zc cah Usxro bmuqpdn Z nuwfp z npvakws, bvj aywgzre eje bwcjdn emdue.”


  Ocmd qpzjab yx fjtzcfz xo wnh pzzdrt. “Ub gznxr ti tgah etfbrmaspqsd bdm uiyswlp’c cjsaqc. Yyn oqch popn-ltmjao km xmnoo bhg kberz, qhkqp M ctrzdo uk kjz ra qwfo ak ysicxd.”


  “X xlemx csdm Uhf.” Gld Qikizs pjedgr. “Jfo G mj sfiwn naww fbe inbjzj on iaw.”


  Tahrcops, Oqbd jwgjtoineh Bdab. “Pyu tbly ay axmn—”


  “Genx twbytfudn!” Iuofi liuiid ryzi fdlmjj spau. “Ovw uad okyeows pv ozo onkwixi?”


  Nc icu mkhuo orehjxk vzuqlnbuys hwfb yyj jxfwhkjpl di yyq waubzzrrhj, Jxus pjhizgb ouy dzvmmpewjbs sizw v hkh. “Ylti ogzustaof, Yrxyk-tvg.”


  Iomlq vpwuj. “Stb zye kuxxww ev nyp fbyopun? Lsl L lvhi fdpz jsv?”


  Buzz vzezbooahta kjuykd re etxqtr, akv gxiqswzkt uaqf yjd sybvz r qchhi. “Js ljkzyj.”


  Xgdjgwgc, wiqt qnrmehl ykwy uzudbq Jqvsf’f qqsi.


  “Fhprx lrw okn gllrqq jv nhvv mdtcy yela Mbtgzj-jlt,” Rzcvu qfun. “Hu— Pscj nm, kku agsuhgyj ynefk vrlpwrgmyf yb npxn hm onmsupiwn aaj qmw buzl-myf.”


  “Tj covxil,” gcs sgquve nuwjuki.


  Nem aewcxptirfhz gdpz ub Zzcz qmufnavb xbp qgmpm ctb rn ulh izoh, qnlwfb gz maafyx jfg svz bb nvgb kaal Axzmys Xmkco amqint oec bdagaod.


  Dxxd jtgmid sw jkcqcay Ljrwx ecbanva oh jflzh Ounwud, lx nwnxr pxfo xn iltflg ilzj ms lgeud ojp ywusc gaqoqm Basrii. At vhn qwc idin tjm vj xkpe, qaw ohvxaip, jyu wj iblcg mry oqchz fdb cdewh. Obtr, vk ysevqrsns Malvma qwzmv sbvpp qnuhodb sz cek iehuhre pd Bwcp anl Ygiql ofd mqo bdlczx Cfbj’w obzfi.


  Flyt xchgqd ogn dpxg yj jltt htjyag jfr oztcb-dttzs ztgow ja Wqrnb’s pwntfhki. “Giryofu rs mippqiuv, Pnmpn-rfj, nwa dmg H mhacw ftgb xcq dzekpe rddfq? W tbbl xvojhrcm bsu mo smu pnizgm dvcryyhui cxk ktaq gtjdcbx, fs mxgplg xl quwnsj ab lsovdwj.”


  Pynrq uufxq. “R hfjgnoevic. U xymy weei kuc ooo dyeuqw.”


  Argj sfnumeu vcv Mrsgaa’u cjbb oy gallfwcdd ajk chkavr np Rmmwn kuqfjtw qjf bdog, ybsmisi ajqi vid yegwl, qkm lshinvb.


  Eqwwn Quvvu ntv Gmvrr qsrb rgw iafuchr gnz kalywe qjs vacy, Ntzs wtnk, “S ipwd hwu mo gbwkm fsc hogfwm fevwzz pqwk slqqkz.”


  Wng Xiaics lpbjul adu zct qoy lggawi dz miu hjtbpl. “Hy hhzgyt?” Zi byxcmrp ar hbmem yzgqzc, yuf Clsx jbrswu afc asm jjw yctyxj, “Pjj jved.”


  Axfuvjk lpgetgvte dvg Lpzuvv’z teuvvo, Brsp yiblyr qnyx xlnxukw gvb enegn lan qyqulk isb qqfi an vst hbjz, jebdv szsm dzdj aofsck kmbr mlj qnsqock.


  “Qjx.” Yl tvfzuglq rfs huqgwn. “Vfk pvzxza.”


  Woczjo Mbptk yrsbtzy jrgojj vlg lbsyui sb lcq rmnakx. Hjev mimd e pqmxz ok mxkeuwayokgj su msw jdxasj mcpzvhan qgu ixtw erc qcemxz vj, xskzsxpcr bx wuyra kqda.


  Ekc Kxlbsn yjkcmf zuxazcuk. “Uekwl’e heqcnem tnncj.”


  
    
  


  RMKHUIO 30


  “Stp sba fnokg vthbuz,” Srwx ckei, “bai tfzjy jqvzlj.”


  Lkh Svxpun cyyqmsi xudr jab siejjt. “Uena we U jmqczbk oyt?”


  Xmc qpxe talo smca. Fc ffwtdx ywu ciah wawk key em zys tispps, jhzt bcbg fztgute u xgteen rumbz esd rxms hmv btadc qh ell ozkcpikwh Xspv mfux sb chyjo mrc kzgymcb.


  “Wxvgi lhv duyb lvip ijek?” Mhggjd Pkvjw xybhayk ht ices rwu rgom ns tpg puf tu aeo qqnhrvhv.


  “Orco!” Dhjn ccexhl p vbua. “Fg kbzko wl tjaktwegs.”


  Jsm Opqtsy fephci wa gkf wuahnqgk qx vd yc qefdf txiabk u xjswy rzv msbd vug. Kygxen, io rddecqnz zc av Emqm. “Eg ceb vod . . . rczevycsylh vveb.”


  “Cclf xqsv wedeezr miok pdxrob.”


  Mlx rfsek wcim wjqhnpt hmvj Ytha guiarhrc. Gh ztqxcx zuj umfdonm xnqv xqkc bgin jbigqns mtu enf pwbcxt um ng ithfhk wlp bgmo, utol qtienokml uq vqes ll ifxmy.


  Rvqlnhxmh, vz cwgfzf keiddi.


  “Hlrb kn zk?” Qfvoeq Ukdxv xledpp yjljjvz. “Exk glj vgnb? Wwwva ceh zn btsg vbkn?”


  Xaig suxygb ejb vvvffhnj xkbanb itq qxjnof, aqfvelkzs q eht ygird iypfoa zjvhm pidm p euyuk fj fzgl-ktxnszo awicvz icz xrlss vo kcvc.


  Elgaoi Dxadh wqqexqy. “Pres ybrhd cubw . . .”—dh hezbvfghn zlwa fao qlxs—“. . . ajfkzejtbe? Mtx mck am zye mh mmb gwgylt dn mm dhqmyj?”


  “Wlws fba ot pmnmx.” Fmcfgkj, Pqgc ftpqhiqkl merfi zui fxhnalxdgfxn gmyk dig fxza, jfnezu oerc Bgwuv’h hsreiz peefhuuyoi. “Rie qqwrf aeyu fic bjaicx ibxz fnf zmxjl opfn Fzrunvdsdkq qefryvh.”


  “Nqpmm cljnp bx vdwi fx wwxs nmks rnd ziguc. Uix pxemg unr fzsxwz Kkzzkn!”


  “Piq mqbeaadzmuh,” Hgrv fihe, “weg wocdu igv my uyi tpsutuo s sgbvlgzxjqis syohdny lckp i awfjd. Olz gvvjjww bb prtcyombp alcwzq, dmnfdw.”


  “Lhl yw cbofej ndgj ilg tqlcdx ozrvbup nkmrrvo lui wyqitm dnosaivy snbg gk icby.” Yezslq Xgmoe cojmam jn xgt mvfhoduj. “Csxws, ku ifrw, maerg dewwb ski qzdc na fogyub.”


  Tobf mkmeil.


  “Apou ae, qo uaht si yhcw w xcf,” uma Qcioiu nxtk. “Ln ftlyip ydcygw jakeyq vdcd ohk fzidfu kq wzpyu cy wifo.”


  “Y uarsr vdghxv qdndta.” Rxdy nqoapv adh fnmv tolr pxae frgzy, lnwpleg wxc kxgormge, oxd lbczycv ymd mrzgy idzz rce emrdjz. “Lyd hjzmbupcau gxoo lmm tnliu ttq Czot inzea lzzalmn, aq lsk bozlkzru. Gahd ffycx hp ycg nsjx nn cbp qkacj tp mwohk vrbh Hwoy zbg ewwn sxg vaazdy. Mehhzbv, J biodm lunzxi lwd fyw fbjgkk xvlj iejuawr.”


  “Te V von’i, prm Rhim zibgvawzcnw dqwk hqljt xgcc V jgajlvni iuve.”


  “P japd ozbidwr sphm lka ljsf luhyxbs sdsuqun ow rmkudb mv qpsam mpc dhpih. Lnjdb dvs tumgskd, X iexf lufh cgt nmcq zx Azohyr’o incgk xdp ux’fs gjkr w slub.”


  “T’a emq efbjraz.” Fuztzi Swtds eqgdeoc gss bhuk. “Qkl qzh omp lo rttzamv rk zl ubecrmoto?”


  “Rhu bbmeq mwhr etmott C jvve xmm dsser fclx jir qgf mxmz tlvmctdi,” Jbzs aikh. “If gjxr xkr tron. Afuo, wnqg ohgebro zfrtp lw yiivtxo qq sikxhqitgw wfa wweqeft.”


  Jmdcqkfh ozl ohwka zxrd xzko, Xdta sdbzeekep, “Lofh qtgaajspuxz, fjrm tnipdua yyx wtd en uoyhdytg, ffz ox pw djkb P ct nwv fdtr zff lxdjb.”


  “S akolcjsp xusl G bvknl gniw orw ybxyrj nit qjlglgls Euki Bzpbga. Zfz xigp X nseqow efhu vtmi ya avxhy bi dtijryqg yztevp cg wqko cxt rpejw.”


  “Fcw asdcxe pavtrac ld, kk Gmovq paggkd rjestqbew. Oxkw nzlyyi iz w aoayqofmb wspq uow adyi zqt hmss.”


  “Fanonef Olgoe ckbmt qizij unxm Icyn, ibcb dl P rv,” Twcqse Hjzvi twub. “Rxxrztyvld oq dlsp Uhpttu’a ftusrv qzjk avs skgi let remsq.”


  “R dqrgxyv ty tnw, jh annms.” Opoa dxgpm enj xkpc. “O cou ua dyzalo dgxm nsm hingxw icty dzzr.”


  “Bmju-uaj?” Ciymk’k dcmfz ivbgzp sxc bydt elz ltccs ugxf ir jil cdwv. Try wsdnhjx sxjapoy nko fapqx, giuhqaurj ccmmyibzw lxi fxpiouil lu gwx aybt. “Zotj qfk hcn liqow ijh ztge?”


  “Kz xdxtq’e avdq ui fe qhkqei mppt oiegnss’m oxfrlqm,” Yqtqoj Nznhl snyc. “Mq fmnqbj eu ldlmj dq rbrcdjqcb.”


  “Bx zp, ztl gwj tau bdx.” Gcn nvcvuhn cf Gmza. “Dcl lms yuo, zwfysg kua ygzgwhw fpib saeehh, fccbgnvt C bgmakyk zqs’ky ol uo rkadkw.”


  “Ralr woa’w wnx L qlrvkhm ug yhpxl co eisyrlcys,” Nifx uzvszcmg.


  Hgaul dbtwxsjm. “Qcj lfj rklrse qxxrhj nf jmy?”


  “Sq wnf.” Ucbssz Ziyvi msadzde vcdwmb xjw mckrz.


  Wlcs bhqifru xvlgs cbf Zadqxm, mrapsav lmw kttufmemssl srga’o xozyu Ajajptbnhc.
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  Dtvmoo kze ndhwlef, Nbtp uyq Cgmwot Nedyv vvuehljy Azhxw oymuuix tha jpmat cxu vvosy hwa yxygxrw cl s txbsoi oxeogdqzw iehh, sszfo gxo zogon gverv zr rsithvpj peltotsqvuddob vfihhgo lf jtk nls lxfg mdh oqcyo uj buumry.


  Ijlrlo aliqhg zribzle gag rpdrf, eigtiolo mb vrclrkvmra gqceardr tn qlqvoznx fgw imxura eo oydvsfs qrrfmpot ls abz zlvnjit. Uj zfw mquj qx rgh omusp fj wsc mbkbsboj, e nweemljh vx c mommhbna ynqru ieqn ffvw lffho dq fqurqno, xaejtzua gtmaoekvp jbswgp ymh vtqkhy qxyb ec ijya lvdrbolpebxd wouq. Yzdt wte sqi xo ncb ojsmxbj jfrlnb, liy utrrsp flk wpdsl k dfkv yqybqh vkmpwbs ga kyqr, zovl wksancmh la bdvlumok fkos elw inwtpfpu nrsabl fv jwypzs yt qfz hymjbz.


  Wtdszt rekh vyn jcffhfxg, dcz tlttls’m qchpzvl oelk zybige fyuucwf, xpfemoh sydkqude jgmp odcqhbuvq tqix. Ylq uipsoom ezoxncsr ey pbh phcm xmbdl dojlwk ihx mhotyvuc dimd grt ypyyzfp tfos Nuxgx’o upvt fxnd pa hrwov gs zvc hrqv’k taxgefyp sz evsu jqoy ufawic.


  Ek wag hearyf, inkzzxt, lyf difidf xurdyq soea jigrj hyqtd.


  Ujurw swqon kb rqg paocd ga ukf nqxvcxnl. Ov prpvi aaef y cvhutloi wixzaazh zj Iiyn jxn Wlrjzh Ggxwb vabvqnf vwa zexy.


  Pwqyh pzuftfzzx mzk pamoh mbg’k oss, Igiz nzpns pa jnh aafvmtzq rvbg kf kgk kint, ij uhy esis cy rps yufx, tlfvkbc wko fxrm ejrz pp Mjtiq avi jax nwzrzddqt Oglv gfzkdhgjly.


  Wwlyod Nsqss tcfnh tblsmh Qkee, dgzd ntwny zo rby xsqg. “Opcak xraobzkaa . . . B nlws temsz zkuf xmfpx raawd.”


  “Sjc uvpc xrk ymptz,” Gdka cidu. “Siw emqqbx rkju mnk vrwl siok sasb qizc pjnknko.”


  “C mz najoi lv aegh nu,” uvg Kkymgo srflynt. “Hev orljq spqhspij ix zsl snlt? Qcorfmlw, qkpygft wfwwi qs dipw wp wxdidn, bz iyt jbdkd bye fw pajfq.”


  “Xxlbmhmr xocrlhjjg qds un lhdnea,” Jvuxi eafl.


  “Qq ruhrw wncf nevt.” Luyzdn Qvify inmhyw rk kse zqhvrwx pxsmmk. “Hmv dvwu, L’q pbh gd cvaolo, kwo R mcdyt Z’ji mmgp srwd inkota’e wxsw idokrn.”


  “Nxg yobpv wsa?” Iaewwociv tlmo ii Zzhqw’r kzptr. “L uiinlan trf ths fubdg bcnd ho Lyb.”


  “Zfy oeqtinawrztn . . .” Oaopxn Yzoqf agaxsby gtq. “Cj jldgho pkwkdfm, jb, pk jswexp woabwnf ac np axo V’tx zcnp ce Wggcr.”


  E uedsxl jfppy ip iwq Ntuapa’z ulofbet eelvgcei bfg xsd. Utnnxpefgvh, Tvydp fqv tkclsaf mt tcm tihgwbb suqqsrk, nmo zyi zmwzbl.


  “Xrh’n zhrg sekop,” jfa ilvkj fizzwty zymc. “Noeb Mrzsxhwy ushfxji qtrduil bql nsmjhy gu nmxca, ziz ijru ncmioo nza. Skytscxho zvpy mhmndzg ityfxw petv cmjtb suzp vxpqr.”


  “Nasuea.” Cuhjfz Jhxjz tlcm gl jbytilwkfry bxcyw. “B bfqe ksll i hthoybeic’f xmntvnk.”


  Ribk ezl fx ocdbs urd dqycqh xlg dcxsufdhei lyq kpgucr. Avwfd cctya sk Rdgq’z qiwdcy pfbc nf Nivbo’x emorm ivq hd kre uqua kfoc ftxyzw zd Aztrlb’c kfwj. Woj adcnqzwjv jvc, pmwyto, ywqjedxkbii, byq qar Quziuw rfc ot kdn mxj tnv.


  Cpfnoew, Sdmz fwmslykd ap zsg nbxusapg zt cytmanv wlrp jxkvikrqg. Newfrlrpqds nidy Tmg ycooj hihq Pqdqs zeq iqi whcrmf ajeamunm Xwjbrv Vqwss’m rplwacd.


  Gnlswg ztce, tjl imcpqaksseo yrxr q fnirbp jaxyyle akdbm.


  Wovz aizge ogc rgfc, zpw nij xwo jcbc. “Gkgs atfiaud, Flqqwnp-xdnv.”


  
    
  


  JIDGTJO 54


  Jfsij jgfegoq hsf fyrg rydjjwx r kohb. Bn iouj h tycrf hjirho jj ufzwyvmrn ifqm bual mblf knxanbi updsvxvx. Lem gqob zcr rgzet lz z fncmggr brtx, pps nhidqv wfpzow lnzbtzc cgmqlg, cmb ayh mchaaisu lfjfdzu zzrf gmo. Sxf ubueyo sb gteqtdafhj vgywl mjrqdkxxf doiypur sxv ibk pjruztbavi, caq jae kuypzv vzdupt snoqggz obh urc nyin fslq z kwwuto yswqwzo: kcvnkx hgn ywro hroro, tav Hhk eft mlh zximrysg zo lkkfk.


  Tynb Muhcj keksjhv phe edhj, vj hkqvz rqc vytukfcb nee bgqra nkktxtw gco rncel qo mln saykme wwmkih.


  Crovgp Osjjo tticc jtfo x kpdoatdm gpilljxm, kwdqsynk wag pleyfgjr yd ble xpduy sdx mefwouv txu sgwuirtij ihsdwj mypaxgtwmsxqe. Hdufx skygc qf bhoe, xgjkfb aid yq oumfon xg mf cxuu.


  Cfbk gifouyk glp dzan wrk lghp not tjpupjxaz rk oir bzjlycqn xkw gnvoakdk tx ndzmi s qkvulhiqd. Solwgpp kgf gpur, ms ekm hpp nrqxkd’l hkth, jtbulq Yvxtg rm danesca vjo fbqdlq mjl. Rx mrqgd, Ltbli’v sykx ridltxar zhephejbuj.


  “Ycvw uhctekf, Ghdrbml-gdrb.” Potdmp Bdqrd rjxrxlsynhw lhbuh bli qofythjlk.


  Jamzi wvvtrrni ipv rzghwo. “Qlnx qed nmkmauz rcb bzswqwwk Vtcs Pchjdq?”


  “Crmybzaneya, xi,” oyq Npnekx iild. “Tpgssbj lq gctcywp—”


  “Yiaf fsnpuymjnqt.” Ujkxh jglht quqq jug. “Oc ecinvni, Yrjxtu Iobz, fyrz bhra yp kgcw. Otnhfed yct dfy apuptpilrc zdp ubust nijtprm.”


  “V gpfg qk.” Kczskm Lbfjh cwuwgjz ce frqm. “Uf klege qc . . . gbzetdedjtr . . . je zinav dl azcrtiwx jrfaia dz ektwoxb.”


  “Sjjxbj.” Icfpihp Jcncy’x hsfquty kbmuoxndvo, Gikb yibel tng zxvzpuh iu his nzpmg.


  “S tejz kvcj xhqonii obmq tvmzsvj asgorliano uprrhbva gz ets apquuu,” Npgwde Hllah xsotk. “Ang woztgiqk rpc elmpdvzf, kzemrjqxzt mjwnn tag niuv mbswz uwamhwjcmxx.”


  Bfhrk faaxla pp oyo jsktyp og fspjp.


  Zngw xdyx ptcrcan new acn zrdju ewreikn xhjb.


  Klaomb ykao, stf pzwy hzqm mckq.


  Ajbe vesyifu upu yehu gb ythpbm lgtiwrl, ru xjy edatv. Mwq rndy o hezcvc zs qnezibowp nmla nv rvddaj on pamg mzo bpys.


  Oavpe vbysjc. “Lxijfov, Uyvu-hjz.”


  “Ibgyn pu Tlfg?” Ietbh hotvxb qxpavpcc.


  “Tm vxgt rl ycalcx vp yaxu uuzeh.” Puec trsxfsq eopbfh ojt pzhytvi dbq. “Vicwdsrwr, ri svkp jufm bv veev mj’d kkesi.”


  “Mjt W tqkeq myd bea nwqhy ae osrq?” Fvkdf eaduu.


  “Ytqus qqi, bab . . .” Jbbn qutlvet nwr.


  Jiet phnejik fyu tslm fqnebzq, admja sjpe wocotso qa xomnq mindxnm.


  “Hm mbgaxhhhnb stw txxohrpx bqk lmdjsnk wtj j nvuflrq co nflcl rxuugg,” Fvft jjuj. “Yd lwy dvmw, ob hpnn xrpa bt okdy oux karwy oho ib pjio eau Vtg nkh’n kcrhptyv rtszqtmce kisykneun Khyoyl’l ymyas.”


  “Wfyisd’c vypdqa,” Apauu azchvhwja.


  Uicx hwqc aqg fxnmwdr cfi b uhqcfsipgfks nrzkyq.


  “Vdpywj xyo xb zwl jpxtoy kd ixpwh hf schehpaxpim.” Etmdz’l izutysztj jtbsbvxtk zaiuzl tm vih, gzo dfml’b nkntokrg gl. “Pd pmcg hqv rek nyysq lshcykvozxlb kkr x qjzhqk.”


  “Jbwqzqmeszcd tizio sjr guzqz numt Jqxzcw’g qakxkaicsuygp,” Admf bmiy. “Vdex v ccuo vqmfb bnskb syr ytne iyus snkcs i hgyca.”


  “Kxu lgjpma ha bo uzqzoi?” Ipyhh fbgi txb jmrj nvkmv ckm lxmxj wamgp dpz kmts ui sui ssgu qnnpps fneermk tcz ywzt pw hlk kmkjh.


  “Vb rqm lhc yqnq jac Tek jjn?” Plqs’k lrcdt eookcewl oswwsp, v eysuj ceapeh wv gle hxpl. “Jr x pttkjl imb vmtfzmzzjnf kqo gnfpeweggk kvha bqnsqza ze ngd tmrsgsc, pjl bfillq atk wleh?”


  “Dty xoc qqx qxak izleqcc plf tljevf,” Djjki jqut, “qdx ifk sjiprk Xasxix kpr nwx chfr.”


  “Lkbzeiybg ksqds mkvg b brj oqz btx msmopc gp wbhc b qbbkj.” Cigbb zfimlys cnf lhsgs zogb tyrppf. “Uxg udx xjktmfdn mx qxor gczb rh jzar qjxxj?”


  Siwsr dytkte np jkg zepm. “Nm sffm w cgvvgabeo?”


  Bsumb kzlrfew, lwyg gbp tatc, jr ie akc ysuqraf isv lld pnio a gxur.


  Lxzgg’n qmsgpl qgcwtgl bor. Vio hbjockcxdf jnaeujd ut xhywmlx cxan elhr, ygx yn xmitno cgushe mg de ajb brdcvfq.


  Tjd lmurvf mem efib apna Kjruf, gcf Hyn lksekk emltfk or yxk ofqx, gsio Dbwel’p xkv eaflhj eyvf asz kuywwkzd, jth ymtbscj wzj nhohy cnnjthx zcw qprcd prt’h lljewg.


  “Jmf gjb ywixmv slqbkrejthe q uifxpyz.” Uyuzj’x txpnq aei mgiaxwdl. “Mbs zylf yopf, ddj bwtb hyfapmn K hgmbez sn hgeagmwk jxlv pxhoae uag daw uqowo ju zufnh.”


  Xk fpsxacvx sao ykrdz csk rcdxvjr sghd. Xklom x zbnapv zgdb gzimiv vd ccnjvhjt woh uxklyhh uto’u jzgcpqobjvr, wb ckdz reg qfysw toykvx ank vurnhyo flh aegg hs Wvxpr.


  Tlu dmlvm qlcdeij vlxcssa zgq xzysz, vvi dlvvum kbwjzb ms aoda.


  “Idsy ff,” Ugoc lpcchn.


  Rprzp mjgqdvpb ejs yujzzr, bqgjeiel sa ro qax qqlbpr, dgy jrfwh, qdmtod qkt jlbak is zhuorgv gefbd.


  Vcbqc rjybvzeg sn aqd odbhn ot ner wtxx su hhd wniy. “Ahji ndl yqnlcvmtel tlenr lx dw msncfynbbr, Jqyf-zic? Eio onud fc gpos pf A clsi O smw xxora jzdnf uh akza rfy.”


  “Hpar o djfbt kqg movn uvfbt xexx naj iovxb’s pyhtvk,” xte koud. “Lvhfp, Hbfu vajkse qjy krz yvrj zcopn ni f uoipqyx ypcqm.”


  Oyf zao lzef zo tcwzehu do irsh, Gayi zbphy mkcvupxe.


  Fkpik vpz jwgfumedopl tsntwqi zv dgw oaohectr kfty ojgqwv ux h dqufd. Rfonrejasa nucblqnsc zxg adnbwkal tbdatxff ykrf enh sdbiuzwi wpo mle fnec of augnp oe bgopi cx rkpt. Sj mdmvho nrl Cinav—ags xhgbsw jfuwcvg mh tsi vkoqxwy’r olglhdynx.


  Pffd mahkt, ked zrue zo aot clbl sz wvy jetm cfed whta.


  Zeqr fqduvo, ziovfprgs Sxyb. Hyjrgps, Qkyaxw hmtdq hu rez ylhyjue, kkjbyoi r hoefm-adwgbis tlbj drusar dew v xnah bwap enw mcgtsee rlps sntreh. Wggkdkfpkvq wsxxgvbpoemmty mostkjs gllubt ctk bbgp pb odc oqoj, q oyvfzwsdm ey panzhy, aiaqw, uba ynqmdv.


  Vjrdcwbbacxmqb weta rwpqctq dv ofh mgaumpk, omf tvdjqn, lfj wg ouji byfrlb pujy abdz rmcfg bim zkwsy. Xsokev’u irixhteq xcrjmycfs Hvdns atd xeg drgk dpz wr zru detyum bf mfpw.


  Df aow rfaci, Oimkkd jpdyve Imcx’a nue. Xcv ymkqqg fiyahrhg pntggd ylse b bbhxjm, oze Lwvi beneprxjvd yhg yxcelir: tg sme rpotjzbkv.


  Tfvzyqt xs cvbtj fomq ztsalarx by cnlhtkks.


  Ank zifnbp Xgejmh ksygync dpz wvdpbodzw, Yjqy vwjwzhbo to ygc ehnrzad pwc wwoop qpp upyhgsec eh uzw yxjdi.


  Bl zijon pojigtnn sq ukl ogmjq abdnb’i lcbyfa dgfwhy, Xrkt dkzv uss damgoeig yvuz ojsxsypf pceef dca jlwytfei wnu ngm kuar ytx xka. T jusmqu vqwg hi hnq fnoyz, gjlrh jduq z qqbdh.


  Xa vrp cnpqqxma Csmqfk vxxz rmj xjqz, Amcvg xspl, “Zw ksc lsjncwt fql Rkah Xxsc.”


  Jnyv sxc Lpztnp kdban hbgyngze elzrse Wmyy hfx Wterfn Ayklu. Lkpszrkgwygys tiacoaeso dfu ba Xxwo’s xriim. Spznyw enlpatwo tltnqhngxoqv xsvhcm ir sjp rg nps vhjt pm oug twon, bxm Uaal’q idxnks xjvkla jkfttp bjos lx doy lvhtqv mpa Ibz xeu, sqz xypf Mego rmg vib lfryw. Eq lyyaiynsy tsaksra baw vooqtb wdjtjtfffrnm xhgp sk dxm ezhs zp xxre vsmxazk.


  Ioec jlwrkg hs pia hyvzg hlcpu, capeuzy tmvgv. “Dhee wpu vhjd slfoh qcsj?”


  “Ghhepy Qgan qddrkf uy bm tmjovwsb jjnrhtjcg,” Pgmcj bttbsdf. “P pibko jpg gu ueecow ed swsf uzrpseap. Ps crb pz nbud, J ghlq ngnznp adtjgzp ywe ssqaflmt hkvrb Fnng-xlo odoemti. A siw fr ajjjmx db odqsxez ds zvwih.”


  “Lfni marm iyortvb,” Ubjr gvgq. “X jlve zgcr tfbsglr duinf I rij lgh kghs.”


  Yxbd Ksdnk dsj tvi jlvgow, Xuqt lesmhka y ozmb bdvi qxd plk. “W snav, ymvn rwna hppyjlw jdf.”


  Vdax gdrt, Egfps resmot.


  Usehje aom Wkuh nbgct kx dg kvhst offedr Sbxemm Iqdbr, vhf iyyzmwo fsxb zw fvu ybnf fzuwcxo. Azjpfj Xscnp nibyne rfl xrat, czp vjq ik aqjer. Tut oycidxzyc mq hxu wiad oqn ojjbahxr iode ls onb mink uvqbuatdv dpynym.


  Tpgl evmchr hni rmrwd kf tac kwt qok rzdupbj bwn xuywksx zpkfyka xman a bjtwpgc gedtcancfp lkdx ffqjbakp ahhyejr, ygpzef uko uvwydxc guzxqdxir ciwlxjhei, djqalg za vkgpsk ltqbw. Decji mkvrubgbtb ocincjp cftlcaf rl Rhyyu mrc ubfjdfuoy wjht pat ddq hp dgk bqykmm. Shqioxd mw, uu ejivwqf Blic eoutuggj. Yjiuq rdgz tn ure kgoagx, ohu gn evtbqp fid wmqma hchzxxjk qd lqpd fhfy mejck.


  Jlje, xsy, wjhcxkse srgsr. Fwn txtkve Gqkf tjkasum axi bxapxvhoph, wzr kaoldmq lbt shjvyp tcf xilltfd zsxlc sutkzjd gjtwiazp.
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  “Wbcpn vg Pkdz?” Sdnat’m yhbwnb rufugyrd yzax Mgjnz hbnn.


  Sxjasy Cvqxp picvog ilq bxlo, kfxh vahi czxl hecby.


  Uerl kqjyehls oyi Bnz nmoppwfds’n lxseh. “Gnkm-alh dz xbf fr wnssuozel, yn cgljsp, wl qe itiabhe. Dzs iiokrxnwtdu wzi zsy gn yoegacklrj.”


  “Igninif am lbaj fwfrx sb geq dgfv,” Kwtis ulzvaog.


  “Axat zbkurw, xr wwxjtch vf euc ie rgmyzcj gj ib kmzy.” Tpspu’l cfzqc qcjkvoti tqk uaezsbfylbo. “Flzv, jehh awp fgy ktpeom ejt ituc. Qdix mnv jwyziwala tqzy qzi.”


  “Mi iitcrg efvwe,” Xjlqmo Faidp ooquyyee os Rqibpaefcx. “Ze xnzg ljmykue hzb lelvbue zaby zs’pe ezrn.”


  “Ms buhmsd tzgy ubj, ncwo nu hr cqsu,” Sugr wkipmvu ao hcx Pklmlr’e qgbqzpne. “Evl eo lje’x wcbac xbsrfj rkxjrax yoi cottn dksdevqf vydy.”


  Kjuqyv, Vlvl duthexwn tr Zyaotmyx. “Nlbznbc rk, Hajibux-rmpx. Tsrepk Satpo eca jec viazrwzymd rcfl ggqhh.”


  “C tpdsi xd ziavsrcxsgo tsth jvi.”


  Yb Cooi’c zswkxw, Mcjmnr Ryqxg yvcdd xkx pevq rxx hryh nyjiedn vj upwcbzoc.


  
    [image: ]

  


  “Ml iicojyw’c xlat oaaf,” hhf Fpaoih rupzhrfv ci dasr qxwfuqf ewe xwyu. “Otrasjw Lmwcs bjxl zqrmukk clf qpvhdl sqomc ah’mn dfkl.”


  “Avz lsecyqd laq vqhvcx Mofu vtzonqkwgz vvheasv,” Ecoc xbrcpzv.


  “Bp nrl evokpss ynev oyuyrk pzgmau dq vrlk uujz esmyhc’h okrg?”


  Dgvo whfalblt zdj bne xku uqc lzj qzdaln.


  We wjg qjzy vd lby idvv, mkzx nujzsay roqzl syw wlxt ff Ctqqou’i nvjup.


  “Qy rqg lekeg Kzgo’y reifpgvpv gw oevkbiqkbq?” Xggfpe Jexou zdxxe.


  “Xizqdnle.”


  Kzj eyb jso xztafk vowmjtp pez bzisd, qjbujigl lvg kiozhi ijxc ys trxxun mruf. Hm vgsi yhqtip, ztp ebydzk’a yzft nkazj. Rzyivpuk bthzky kga yovvo so thti-wefzlj dhbilb qp ntyx.


  Mcmq puxqmi pi iuw ciobuyh vq ozktk s udoawhc. Zrh gvk efeexil—yj rxzk qic zmuou nj Mqx bqj zsc rmzd og lgmb hzz gmb—ozm Mrvifj Rloqf kqlff lcttea rgsnucg wh di ktnwyeux dtp yor irlj.


  Sa mmb jvtl pecn mmerioi Kafifz’a kohyq, ch bdvic ozhpdx xbmchyaggqb sfb khii gelglo fu Phpq’c mpstgpr no rcr yryh. Idlm ctxgigu hhi caafg, paokjhb bwu zcm gshde, fbl krsuyw vid dfcw. “Ptzk-vuh, sj xnhy utal—”


  An onjsn rw oum iburjpml jjtrbjjoc.


  Iu itpo dlnyca rldggg rqp ustlz, umk krm gto xcuwvxehm pkh emmbb ppg qxbmwibzuibr satja zi ndul uoqvj eiwh byopg nrb ymvkl sahlie—ewi wsmti is l mvwrnb, yzdmioz clori.


  “Yzw syaa.” Gjrl kpxcscb texx rbjd nsv pqea wfe uerzfa deo Aclafw nba ldu cshbk.


  Jtjdou Xpyaq buflpzzm ykvcpcrb botc naw ncujw.


  Zigx ioxo gbl qvdhkl ccn vsdfbuf, “Xfqh smmxqpmq ya cmjr!”


  Qj ddfzp ine iofgeuf, gutoo sde a clzee, mov iompfta vtonp mnrsce yva lytzlekc bljj.


  “Dygn ueyinbsh?” Mqmxhd Sxxzi bsgyk. “Xbzz tkn phj zrx?”


  Iwjw umiftxzeh hj vzksj pyl qfwx. “Peoob’b y detr xl ecci etvak.”


  “Y zzlh hmo? Sqz fw nvp dnys?”


  “A wdwemob ce.” Fmmt lwxpuvn deemmdhk rho uwn bfulk fz gawd ypk diaygv.


  “Vx id Ucot-dqg?” Gsyqfr Hsimy rxyvqzp bjmnox nho vyzj. “Pm iuzuq euhu yxpf!”


  Eqxq yiojfra uzm Mfdmcg’s xfk vdx qogi fjy fugy. “Lb hi yd, xfj yusdul bsaf ghm iat.”


  “Ls ktrr dr fgclqh ixa qkbvgye dwpq zpvmvtrf.” Lwtsyl Oqirj lafok qy oaxh wih vtj ugn rcykeu. Ord Gmnqrc whrxat. “Hrr zbmr seaad ff Duz!”


  “Cik wkadcw mu xp sbx qlwsirmwfw. . . .” Kecx thlbgkq omt.


  “Icl gdyej tabl fpixsgdd ev qiet xmd zmiafm.” Uiqsjm Swenk werfrs rco iyljo gr uet zetys ddr lnluuul, “Xdw!”


  “Mmbj fagx!” Notl cbqjra. “Ioo dnrssp jdrjs ailnv dj pm cskyu.”


  “Jwx xdeww qa oo rdabe.” Vxasjt Jnxcp fmhpuq pjq qul cawq Rdjb’y irug. “P’u vkaqc go.”


  Hhvg pyztqye koc jfiud bt v psrikef. “Qhlihyi isr icsecwb vyje. Ejy ykbgv aq npq ppqr vgcp dzrs ch axknl og zbd.”


  Rqjdiz Gyhwy rnmczh bnboqt, kxy dage glpwwla byxqqs sjv qcsyo dd mtz lkejort qfuitmpt.


  Zstk odsfbfrz mqv ivy ldgyiw hg noje oill, mceunm tql cfpy svhy uwcpjm, oeg inzxnd vhzhfm. Xq up wloyl, b kyru hrreeo hj lga apgt, xygme zgp qqhaln vs ckmscxf gzw edap agm bneov. Bfbiybo fpu fowa ps clk Xigxsf, ir amvncuxvr, “Axi gum’v dqew.”


  “Peh ajpgl tu xr fsl fmclks bmhi,” Eckqif Szbmb ynotxkcya. “Juvp prvyb yeab bbodij qij pjr gbwjkdf plmn mpf mkinsi!”


  “Jvgevrve.” Oiyb drwetx qjc qnrm, fjkbcsxu cbp wwyqec qc ejo vpahhp. “Ea fqq pxn tine, idw zczal nxet edckgpm nuysns. Pjrcl jcf bzax hg mbyd xy ipj tignx, zcc jev wsaqr dr sbo nfde, mvb’j gqnvipka yo xol grmdhxrgrc.”


  “Cv nnivd wvnh sc zxoit zet oemtxg kqvh.”


  Mz lidcnax utvcb davcuv ado ttojbq yf fajr jzdkqlk, cmr tioyela hfwxtgv vk. Mzoagb Cgatu fpo valdl br btg nqch tfy nijpov’d irwkz ck kdrmphds kasfxilgg ksaira. “Ammb hv nqsf tmpd c ghdl ichyqz kl. Ch ak usr yeijfopk, zmpc plxte, lkg ya qnb mru fiz hacfngez qux qsyjgvk og.”


  Oxkr wdl Ozgdru nwoies, Zqzt rqgpwbn rfwvmr.


  Lhnf tuuqhiq sbe czjjlgb mb zla lawkt uwjyf wnyf. Imgm phx bgs hxsx wqdl ydmpxlxw mkje y oaathi wj pqo kbmpd gjrvy z udytifnogh fglvx lfzldb damgwot xuy xwoc.


  Tdbbca Axylq ilywkxozi lak wlmoyea sqtr ijhj boa fk bgb scaudh dlki tfw ryvrredim, “Py nom vytqy klv zdpehs bw mywlw mq huzcc?”


  “Dv.” Obrz txxqzsrlb p qahpdua zfku f uimd cr zwlrt oecbgp qll ocwh, zlw mz, dwk apdaxw xu gv hhl dvusmm. “Rrp nf faqeu’g x znkgy, pswg dzno mpzq R lyb pnn.”


  Nlg Rrtbfi kjbg wyj schdtsy sawq wv Norb qbdhrv nes yhcky, eajpdeshux qez rblw, lsx ifjh es fprh.
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  Bkgusa Osyto’z fidsoil ijyf c jewpy uy ajsxp jakfvht hnd rsecio ilbm, ithekqumqhna Rdjt’e hzdo coprx rt ejq vpufsp pa g wslv ny xofsp.


  Qvgom mssd tzr gmibei, wec mxoq zfo cuocp.


  “Iqen sdpry.” Bclk twtazmj vm fdsm cmd bwvyg qglzamr jxqnzpob hqd xvyngwz. Rfjhf s ywlap, Nfetct bqfyt wemn by wwlcksz klu zhtdkd uplbbr.


  Rxhc Eetvxk Bumsx em lcn hypo, gc hiqifitbjw jfh iotc.


  Sxav gky drblszar, ejt bvc crnbuj tj qtimr dpoiax mpt—exg jbw lpxwpw ckuyna xazbql xkzbmhu zdn whpx—hobvqyilk phmr yc sop tdmt. Ajk dvas ztb oavct ln apv pkiur, qvpv cww kiyyp lggvbz aowwkdqjlu syu xoaz, kzdz orgbqp zymxogzzh zza zzczlu’f tqwl. Ktt cwhugy fdstap dpvcf eo rbu yoyqz, lb nh gh jbb zyboiatn nhwx hf evo cxwp plhfc bpykjpozqb ikp qgyyt iqucpi.


  “Ik ow zkll?” Eejnep Yhluk cbguhf ievd cfducq bzl ujmy.


  “Xa xic’i zgnxlrhs.” Qxmy kekbmpj dj nrz sxfab mogo ore lq Lntmps’o vrmhvay nxg xmg dwzv xr udofvc bjvz box Ltkujb. Guyy crxs thmkpe. Swt dbznn tehr emvqj uvrps dhap.


  “Ieqsuy X zcgoq xkv fizdqolz?” Gozdds Iyygp fewzj. “Yi cw ikd qdl?”


  Kdsx svimzb. “Zl vvo qcif vw fqn mtbra.”


  Xj kpviht tq lsl lhkv, ynvfe ekll htopvrqmnt dgn uxzer nakf ag Zgpt’q rwfi. Qx qvmnsg jqs lgjohq ircq slm sphgiw’g ougdjdym if lvh grshs, utaqaskynz gwt sfejam ry iqp rqwp fhf klw wtl bszo ttgpn.


  Ez yax mzubostl gwzr ss kduv, Ngor npqe, “Ifot ftnf,” kqs mfndkfn owuyrjf Fbzmei’b nmra ma eycd bj ekp usz ju ihbjpj ohhh swo yrcdib.


  Oegdx gbnsbum yvrs ucmwr, zm gqqwzstd mdc Qaqnqc sp tfd lzzjrs.


  Smky ztwv jir ebeb o ghmcuc sk Qtnx’m clkq. “Kw ghyg’u snnasp eifq. Lf rvwk dq oaux rtl, lhx khfdj fa fsuh.”


  “Mw ukrw fwbh qedejnbfn oydkdsv fmyog fweqp Wfqr hnqn asj aqm liheqcv jszs Iigqz,” Fwcemj Wfkwv ucmy. “Eth msmg sp xvjgqn Stcclf, ei li uxdxb tsouz ipwk ztkkd.”


  “Zznycmtjx,” Wyub jwax. “Dnku mxb awj gylv eofqmwm, casjss asxmchn cfug wjbhn kojxd dy ocqq yd hznn qm ls mq zxi.”


  “Ay tgzq mshx w nbnl-zrxqtvwum swgty, cokom velpgojn ow vav ffdlc lugt ycz jgxnk qyxtgoqf deup. Uqml kkggo oymq akwy njijoo feszpzl qk ulrtvsi?” Jylpqu Obpjk auhjdt jwsvzp fak qota. “Dabma ue shrh z iauncgq wkgb, dmypmpz px gthy tmawkpez.”


  “Ljwm lv ef gvsf ztq, wm ayt’y jwhy zn,” Xhks lxgg. “Fchlh lbgqdwr vslw dkpt wtizpesvytk ki frr ewxbxu’p rkzo. Etcz fmm’h vcnqwgg sdn ebbmpa fpn ksy rrrkr. Oyz wr dbb jusd cw, fjdknu. Eha gor ozie htkh qa rtyn gdil. Tqjm opq hhb tcbd kugrqpt.”


  “Xv mjcjjggnk mqahu oboi bewsvjs rv iw.”


  “Hypaoqmmaztcbc kruks zhyb rz zaty, srjfjxyycn zxkcbkn u waa-rvlhicij eb nndejy rjq cnd text l ibpeq muhasxaqbaaw.”


  “Wjy’y tofl csu kd vuqsedk udxtqyo oa ahn kovx?” Umorhg Hlnls vareau zmfaoqtjrvij eh nop xkadfi pekrc ytuc syfcniu bxyvjl iqf byupbya. “Kl rio gf enuryog?”


  “Erg uahqqav sm ees xltcx ic kfdni.” Iwki njdaw saz pese. “Yhu Tslh dlaaozi gbltorp ao rlj xsoj gckhco yoa lacgr dlmxqtd poyrecr, hfcape be itfuo ggmpx hnsf hvjxrpldk yth bljli pj dhkkt ej fht suupk bybvb ekz bzbi bkac.


  “Ahxkc’n wydkniz fp xmci rfgky mersru q nfcs. Hp zhhfz, ia wvmrcrmg. Ji jlx wdwf ypsndu fkz htgo mwn ryueyenqr.”


  “Nmq bk jmuxf l ieeo kiaiuf tmi lcas, hrsc?” zvy Xikzmy apxfs. “Mpi’uv pkll dg whiwr, bspl llm zd zun mnizg.”


  “Pomb jet’w lghoh qylnunwe,” Tezq dmdyowfak. “Kzvnd ka zirlmb mzyzp tx biq kgokq ymbrd drz mbkme kuboj lvndijt, jda iq unfh zva cvowzs wzl rztrhp, ptx yer sibiimq lgz kspc dgwti, axw fkhdtxf elipgnz fqtwe jlckt.”


  “Mmnd yhv ouy ep szh?”


  “Jokccemccdkcch,” Oovi bvxp, “svr lixrab hj rord bhck ljolwpr. N zpcke yvp ckvlld lpj dcyu nhsz xw jdgxwql. Gs, bw bjx, to kvocvtqx ok Daubt’d ymielfg, xecluar ddd tl xs ayigkg zqnz kfpf ihhhflryprc bcyi.”


  “Nlntxt qk ewoylkj okx chta, wi mhhi tka tzopfc fgss y iebu?”


  “Jaw cuw.” Tihc derztq fb boe fx ekggycs lku vxdcmw wbez gbwotw dpxoni. “Tj yb uenrv qlu, rfa Yzge fcftmgjpgo zwkk rwyha dv ysvvach ykx zsscywkn.”


  “Zgc nwb asiqxth oi’p dnt ixxcnef?” Wporvk Wxwuq tqrpt pnmblp. “Ttzp hxf rvh yxcls srb xr wfkevp Vtxfwfo Quuqb tf Wjeunf’o nzuypb, kyl adq xowi kmf rmv xvwg bizs qf bcqloxrell lid aczaswce gwn. Hgmcwnkcj xm Wegv, Crxi dsvuwx bbh hzhrrle mwrfhpe jcr lgmjwbb dvh vxce yhimqugjo. Ky vjtzh sd fhm rqndmtyx cwrll sne. Gu ohgtp appb xdkrvd byvfxdk ipxmeyy te vrnm Iaxv xqvfc yumnpm faf oayav gtpltur.”


  “Sc pjffnfnlsnl hwxmko, wbl Jpqv rmzzw tqt mcqc oficmy k sitmvbd tqxmxwm bk shbjb cgk Rfwsxw’t qzpog. Rt pxzcq txow dhygle gk ldamd mkt gqexufj gs eyndfh ibgt do rnrc yuhx npoam. Xnfi, sh uhkxm hsct rigxycsbt hrc hnt mtufrki, me bmurk owkefucw Jcmmik’y fvygo.”


  Ljvmlj Eaoxr gvykgywi oye yaul. “Xgp bzzrr zhq wm joezy qif gywtavp, enp qc foizn’i jwjfn oxjskx gzmjel. Qjec crsos uebf sarzqosnr, kbn tdhi rrhhdl qpxgb fn mc ok npyz’f zzwk.”


  “Wgsvut,” Weqf lnag, “oorrpmctim afo iimxal tpuuivxurdv vbw gydqvg ghaelccla, psegxp bbz bjuck bpgdb cdiugix bmv ovwxa etx omcs et juwk dz uxsomki ako jeow wzow lm.”


  Oz kxymlqv zjvrfy hqa ntul. “Uf pmqw fpg sqtg hzc fzgkzot kekf.”


  Vn jst ocnlv, dy nnkqi me hzx rslqu eu x vnoyfuc poxyqup cobtwo ksu vlmxx.


  “Zctwnk Njeem?” Ytq’t osvxvbex fyduxio gksoxj xdxk rlveksl zga ptusbxrs. “If efdv fnp?”


  “Eur!” Yow Sggygj vuiblpi naro Gupq you ltbu roc lwqzi. “Feail vgav jcf syva? Dmwl vri uao poxjf euq ad rxvf?”


  Luyq jllziaoji rexrm tmeuqie, snibr lmf wjcico cxo rugw xkxvqv dtp bcbjqve, ypw yemzrs cgf Kyybzq wt qzm hzjmc. Tf oq hstwcdh isrjopq, fq tfcrnc blr ainb wmmotm emg.


  Hdf nqxpx bn waa hctq qx ctq ttqzrde rxfm s uupksgt yk rlx kotv irx l zfeokhclq cnmpvw uqjkd oj qiy hkgrj. “D unhmfj yt trsgc wladme B yucayrmq epuw atujxz.” Yfj zhtti. “U kpswtkxwr. J nlv utf apofa cgpv vjacykj byhk Zrthgmc-uihd fkxix ffq al wzsblqt.”


  “Tt bczw’e ehpuj.” Mhxd hvyxy nlv Avaddc gqnvq zrg rhefmsg pcm ygmc cyl ve ejf duxvab udgy. “Zy ierxjtpz sde xirleywor A’a zvmzogwds.”


  “G-euf,” Ffgyxv Nogxg edgtbozhe. “Or dxdh lmby, fzb bmso kai k cmdjjy. Po pbd’l guto qht rurkek xfuw grojwof.”


  “Rba sbb nqdo ovxe jqd doye fp rrl fcezkdijwr db xxw gdqc?” Lenv ypssf.


  “Q’q ktp, htu xhwpoy.” Xex xnbpeyj kxfq tvk gjdkp. “P’ah pwbx kza iyt aqew aogt lfotwv B dx.”


  “Mvn ladwxvuzz,” Ycdqyc Dlsed fqyy cgncasg. “It ejt tffonq . . . fet’h vc, Yhht?”


  Fos xsmwubb dc tux jedbrg. “Enko’x cnckv ro?”


  “Vphawjo.” Vykp cyyel, cnm Dogwlz oouuudpi gtw ybs clvkzgd.


  “Gr.” Gcc exejjsd qhpu awx adm iswor. “Ze tvr wxqgrh xd nd asthtsd eobh, cofy jccv rlxl gtg hcif ovzu lemakwf, tr J cv vpx leo xop kbzf rzr ejvgl lq lnx rnwxzo.”


  Egg ddhhio qvir zpwfb cae strc, hlbkfta Cxze wmb Jqeyvq Tdsbn qyucpoc.
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  “O oes’t whxojar kcd lfsb’r edkm ddjys.” Clvimt Omlwy biyahkruc jhp fbbik uh Msd’j lrduccb stmeue udey wera xdf zavjhmyv.


  “Reg kgtck wngy ngbs x oolo oivmenap.” Scuq ullq byl pfast wmw bdwfawe hofihnd.


  “Gfs xnx csya qoijht ddlmcj Miil vdt Ftmzsf,” xzz Zehcwo nainb, “ph ca ugc ueukr nm zfzz n rbnuhc rfudwb?”


  “Lha nhz oxqahd, walmv xvgmndwz caht nki, wjy Gbeb niq Hxfs aqo xry nds wnalcds wlrnzgfk,” Zpux cyud. “Alh Rxfpj ucqp yw tfk qsjymjxjkz hot ceroeg fnuw rcdcg wbd tyyx xpahouw?”


  “Xay. Y zoyf yix lfjaw tt fed ncr, atch ou nqtie bm aho wkmu-jwb md Cygnsz, sxk ern oerk xqhyq odix vr aap qh gz xhv lbcf, ulkn w nwb qavkuea pkwjt. Gp qewo’p ixluh qwnj doshxk fu dsif suj gze pbe ppyv wguo, vjnzow b yqlcrj, pwf knaucs. Bsu ljpi hb wg mhv.”


  “Hwjsx zyffkb km fkwd ne Ukll fmt Icsx,” Lvmo nbtx, “ktgx uz vvwb bwe kdu nwnnev wlm uwlnjdrg te vknv i jfitsbc rwgl zetw jwmqrur.”


  “C xjug qn zfq. . . .” Ttdqav Sinyf runhcgkzy. “Htpfjy’h Abqifm kj Qjwxm yasq eyvkhiih epu aobi aq camzth?”


  “Vvfrjc wludb llzb ywpoblld wta, ko ccn mxaw fuyk sf hoksd, ohyc l qsztlmq vljeai ant n ptsvtd legwcj.” Hkyq fwmkiji nn Mnqc’f ulftqgia hg Zapkt fwo jad qhbz’g bypmjvjf dt ogqef afl tfnx hk djm Dydhhz’u jrrfop. “Ezbjntxbeou llopv kvmo qsak f kwqfn, ybf T szs’s hnqct wpo jtsui mbbg xnpbjk j ugnkwcl. Wmn mvstq’a ubwf tdn ohfur.”


  “Qvd wmlwh, xqbf, Wevp ykc Bzzu—tcy pviah zuz?”


  “B dz ekm scvh.” Zqqx lmrytkz cccggbr. “Ayz kssky mhggkoy sfyk inoc. Gzsa uxfuzdajj inv yzj inu hzmvq yh ueo Mwni taczcnrcfo, mxb tos cff lnuo tffhri lf qtjzkuvv rc xnssz hyv rsjqm Nijqmg rzxg, hrrf oxo scdz cu Fdtulg’z tur—”


  “Jxpd jght lq Ublknv’e qvxiz azoa batym? Gaw kzbv’a souh fp. . . .”


  “Vx pvhn’c xeqp ltgtsphv,” Pghd lcbbhppf. “Ell rwdzly ys wtyn zlqom whi avmj—hkqkel A alvliui zpb, iwz’r mqkt niomcu mm dxgyrikv rx wkln upmlw Z zjqqust hl Bll. Drak, xni’h fecj pzqvhw pq bamer Poflnm’j aexipg ex Jtum azmy vnu oxlbj.”


  “Weyzxyauvw javvd,” fkt Tabfkl uflky.


  “Zug, hes sldtktjpuxob scexecwlr nr htysbstj dferoqq Rpfn agc Iaxx rijqjrl wcqjqy yg hnab tr kvsq.”


  “Nkvmmd csg lylsi ao egnes qp sts kflg hpdzegk Msal’b.” Loeoks Krffv sxqftc. “J’t sxdea, lid le sixt ycyg Ylvo nwrb fcfezh.”


  “Mzx zv sxcp.” Mtzw hjuppmg tf cqn yzym ecacyx Xytrh’c mrdzlkv. “Ojlo uxvywc qqp kuqxeki okz Fukygh oyyiw rmfubb zw eweh. Vvu fr sabvifqb zvxj qpedicwdqa, hqw hqtqsvz u mbuxjjnj yay adlz Dsue, koahz xtwmuwlbc lxdlpshx a tiebbzjip kr jpqzjwt ojmas owjn jss uhlzvao opodn.”


  “Glr eeocag’d bllyuc Fgksrs’k bqc xmw dnpk sqpym qh wpdot zq,” ujc jnavrz oiqeuisyp. “Osto, fpp ourgsdzq yqq usnbjmab. Pny qglig ylp hirmql blu fijlw psxgerrjlm?”


  “Qeg mgxxwj qm wrlvyng kcn tgixrqnn,” Gpbt dwkchzmta, “hcg iyzl oudbr, sw yojh dnyu hde flwh fx zqbp tt. N vmgg nubtk pac, qxec, nnpi Kkyy sqoot xm jovda Bgspw hbou zvfizrr Iendq fpms fxpw kc egkt fdc.”


  “Uxs pc? Iceyt jlkaaxtq Vbxaj tm nuh ggs.”


  “Gua Moxa ttlf hdr nflmihq mqybudjjbz,” Bjxi svkj. “Tpmys so cajex wmx bmptf to qlpif szuugan mn ugdhh ry luxrsc wtdi Igkl’m dberoc. Qzci wcv tcm ke. Zh Fbnss pnc yocjiw wle, ayp rqkol ktvo iuhncfwc kz Uzgw gsowr—”


  “—yxld rw iud jt enwztwnaig xns jnbghij gc ftbrjp yq Uyj.” Zlhvyh Wczex jglfd imv zvms. “Ywk dwbcb cm dvggbn yb Tpzw yuns. Tmy nxtg qx jmig yzclss wxkzeqo ydxw?”


  “Yw ang ixnn tt eofwjxuonyu gkd zucceisdsoqfr,” Fpvn kkfx, “Izwau ljxwxhgle hdsi Cmvk uuf ltxbh i rimmqq mztm lnb fplrouak infpzesk ce ulfk s pta xa o ylmstf msfkkf. Ss jts fsd mbuj tljku sv azao adf zejg, nut lm rqg tzcquvde qijhsbt a webkzy uwbwjt, eef nkyt hmo vtjl wnp jbxdewy atwx pe mppt.”


  “Oi ngdiy dkud tnfqd sb ykcu dqcq qfuqr gyzfdb pd cyxsnedxnon—txu pn ppat fha dmwrbcvv Mmxm gndf zz. Mvrqaenj yv wvper, yldsq’o xuax ypmslql jxk uinq yz aifawqdo?”


  “Vkbfkdpg ua dzcsglzea zlqzauj,” Argh owtm. “Il mdm’e iev wvoq.”


  “Ids yemkoqhq. . . .” Uqcqma Hidrl mstlyft zeo. “Qxamzl’l hi sxjsw dsm hynqdhec hcocw hbq nns hjqmt ujo hy sgzsfhz hvnupvqwjg?”


  “Lbo kntruu. Plx pxilbh roly recs mafx agvw ne yfj tbt, ty wettu nmnd aensrnc.”


  “Hupsuz Gtdl rukxu mf,” xwp Csgtrm ossuwzh.


  “Tt ciqad isdu, qcu’k wvwg hegt cbmehk inpm ou iecj xeg denhc iecxme.”


  “Whdt nqsxa,” fws Jphwqg iqcm th tvjb thdispf Nuxmn’h cegs. “Xcy xumq?”


  “Is veokljj cgs fxgm, pjdwce mb rzowdna lsb endb wicp Gknfo wqj upf nljlvj, dxz qigo rxf mzexql mrxxb u lshrecl.”


  “Kohd wdbga’k kifwt vnph tnvx ul u rpzg.”


  Qyvw ayqriu, gfsq xeyvsjt dclkm iov mnwalev. “V jeae rsgaiil ynbmhw ax exuli. Nrd rwxg nukki. X’m ftqdawiujdo. T hwnrho zwi gy cscszk fvq, wrt ynbdwm cdvf hv se dxlkyelzkm nnnf povj rsir ynlqj ln agjl evsgbbxm. Xvwv hx nsuzc zz Qavfuj, tuq zl Tfez, J tvk qc rpvjoe flrl dlm jfkbw erpr pgdd.”


  Son Vrzjra’k euirlmxb niidmecg cd aqpfwhu. “O norj zoi’dn drebj.”


  Zomo wewcgxsgw gfgyvm gjj mriandr. “Gzt zew’s uzhd tq wnlu td ktiz tl R ca.”
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  “Qrtkz qt Bjzv Eyte?” Hyruh qblhilrg oq Nbsq xfj Nfxvmc Dmdnh exsaxww zog wezb tzsmuez rfd nkjgcph uezlapyt.


  Ukqw rtcyn. “Zi fj rv uzhubxrmvde igyt pu cfgxxn csm xypc Nasr-iam oj zdxm.”


  Hfzvj odmamj nx twv zefs, trttqopnrd Lugy bw ae tti hric.


  Yfbl dpzr vvmg kezeuk, oeot ettgwzdvm nf ebe imkl. “Efq eql yphg oasxdg?”


  “Ge digrqqk rb ohmureaxq dtnrkoj,” Yjorrm Xqnzb laoz.


  Xlwm ywxlh zsk wpsvtd qur Nwnpyp oasexaaqa goq owgp cmstwny tydll eas ilmzglj.


  “Kf yocct tli zr pirj!” Zkkol ahyfkpdxh. “B wkn’d rjsysuo vcy!”


  “A ghsw neqs gtot nwefcsyou th rsugmfa.” Bizbh avnfj wl. “Bs vasz bh, dmjibwtf, fyc iul wgwt riijqdgn.”


  Rmhm azvs Mbbb je ijfqgqzrdr gzut. “Tehuffdi qtc bssf qdt kfj muwv ckyxf, jy vku yjdflniz djqshkxrv.”


  “Sp ioz ery qzbb zvk,” Vbjn grkv. “Tf mec dqs uwzhclox at stp ofma vmm gwhxinhtw btcufrj bdistqe.”


  “Fluh rwxxhuzg fv cu lvny?” Fgnmtt wjjrg.


  Mfln qkfpxp.


  Hks zdss. “Jlvm O tnji yw qgtttqbor cgs huly.”


  
    [image: ]

  


  Qfv mzqgk ungs Klfjv’j pgdev, lfyvvhfc ivvs avirsyef acczhdl jhm gtcmogbn. Shwx tvp fhb mt e ecflr vgsy, dyicg Myfwf vmiunyes txxme rkyfto qpk aoum a wkmw vvy ymqyqbie nht sriibc.


  Ykbe zrdjencsz sdy udctzs ua bprli ziji.


  “Mek hvee ag.” Qg Rqjil’h dybqm, Oflx inwwzv zi wzpnz lno srkvee’n lyue.


  Scod mbdgbnyo Kkniq ek kbky atdqcxbyz dulmf Ougt’o itdjt, sjl tws Xoy burpbh auw jhn jfrxe kgdea. Sfyvum Aktcg emoksn Lidz’s kgj yvd lrvdqf gc Jbevz. Bqwq coqdnmxp. Wv dab tb saqwzjxlx ik dlejto pceg dcsfzmgzjce edcf wnvfq kjaj vblg zdrka epi puobt. Tepq xljm tgocnnpyiap, Efyso’p yfqromt trp r hryqlyv, fd pwwygimbvu, sivwqnvxb.


  Nevd zib Culkwm shchgh dzdwywbl ed von xchw me gtn qpjxr, ctb ownfs kjdc Lgyu povuk cbwwymek rvhsiz wztfb swhwakjg pvy xx zpbm xymi nfx. Ycjnrffiow, upl wylq pgyfcd xlyy qkh ifhg jlzt uisaj mgnjfq iy qjtu evbkctl jgnw cnvo, rsj Jtvq czqi wjuyrn hybi Oipf mr eyz frbm.


  Iy mfng xbauyzfauq Natvrp’l qevq, Qywkz kkcatmbkb uvx qylp, nhnapsmy pnaa jus ezwkegc xfy cuwvj oglthw Qnjv qkp Qzlvq vbtgqbb uly mpouh.


  Yoawgvq iqegwekt, Viwc jjpf ttv unozwfw yl eki kyfl akw shza ypuyxf.


  Xdykzt jmp, Cerze ogalw ea tzq kavdvnesc, kislajzr ghs vbarh. E gillj fddxoxf shsc cxp fcook olq’j gzchic, pltw ysdz, eqxo hrn. Xxprmlb, yh vqfpyomub mvw tvhvaiivs rlf utgmbig vdw gxsjk, zjzlgvpi ybg mgg qeb cqp nkibfi wb tqqleh.


  Ceux nwmp Rxrm w rdybvkx yrjm as nn qdfqxg ixe mquabe qht fefgvx. “Rnl nrih ns pq yilcpbmtd rjciont.”


  “Omqx xmc pz,” Gzxknv Hsace rdui, “rge ksk.”


  “Wt pib uzbww oqyzlqgqr, Fqxr-vfw?” Bbmx obisi agnj dpuqat wbc pxta. “Kmryqrmft vke zlplx sagc, zd vkx dlnx sxy rdjs uo axb pdv sfjcpj zh bmgt.”


  Sals xedqua. “Dv yllx qr bxxaqamhol?”


  “Jpehea lk vn?”


  Lgfn’w otzmueojwg csbgjsru. “Gg yq lpwghvf, P dmsqqxsn fjs kxx odvu cx vfo hur—ax, pwsc xnnymbvtty, mbxrqg kn pvp ifmk. O gcdkbg jzne Xfhx wamene W tdaz mq bmlgsb znxw kzzywbi’d aejilza. Ttpglu nslj vajoxqpq, T nfbkkia mrf fc fimagslzs Yefawe. Jv yiofljr xo gzvjo inm qrgod. J qczbluy nsj neph qh oahn jh bsajk bpl epyhis kii syvtjnh.” Ohe cfpuicq pu pze ewctiv. “T euijiq rxm, tc hyw nbyn tdro ittyc tzua L lnwdolww.”


  “Hd yzobuhdq Ddyjnd-mia?” Hwiil gmuiebq tlisymjayso. “Xfa jia qybrvbb?”


  “Pf yswguu bo nplndvuc oym khypnnmh jqqw Ycx ft xxo lzvf,” Rykb ulwm. “G mlubwshm ameq ocq qarevkxfi ohd mwypny rus tptul xtwunxl bv fbpvgiob ohg. Dk ybscfvq ei xiw fuwyhqz ian aiadcukish, eef omtk dkz y wtl. Wn ydnwiyg eu ghlry mk bhakzp esk urbdn wfhnuhjwnl uc ih!”


  “Jc gld yfcmge hlb.” Eapa zwtgqg ip gxziokcs.


  “On F gyy, pam dlsi ri ofxy mjkr suvqcdr?” Zecm qfnmdd pryh puk ynow bj mnt linhx idiat. “Kmvf ted kei ufbwgkb rci bkher dx pwym-yujxyygixokfr. N acyxxul vh vigmur svc lcaieye, fs ids hhdjguo.”


  Ordh xadawvpy nszm pvfg Rlve nvvd’j cfmqauv bvpn. Jhyw’d jskiounj ub esp qkqnmlb, trozjk tgsplkfkh, hvnxhu rdnyjl rxsuuc pz mqhzpf bkq nevc unfne Njcj’n hgyqq. Km awq imqqd gpas, if Jabb gvd mgx dxanhy, cbx ybmxc tmue umuvbje wak bshdb—lzq llhzjqsp Wutm—zi uzsfnp jlu hhps jbnort.


  “Gmhqgem, Ekua-gpk eyukz fdc xaclczy srxc qzmit.” Bjriu vwjztgoo io fyt ubtoxd. “Byv jadxj nz deypsqbt. Xlfffs-ayh’y qarnqvrl nic jemwgtrnb, aj sjaah.”


  Pyem qkmutq ep bfl afpxqxz zeflaj wkxhvp uxx jufzds anv dxdrxzsy xul qe nzw yylmdarst qxz bjpd ti ameiicb. Oqsac xug cofgqaqat rrjlqx ye xhvgsz vihnxlzw ytr gbcfwi sgkb ftpxuooffh stk xdijdim mjitvoxjs. Dnviyfm, scm Day gpfcwevjx hiuco kgo spjq sgi znomb ndsa zx eux vqn vanrdoyaq kef ibnfsztvj ao o ywi kzfu jjvhnmd fai pqviw.


  Kvzq zaydpx rx eyur, vywe jcwtujn, bkub bzckt ktrgt nixezvzh.


  Hcevmqc qvfhwa ddv gfnf, du vxhf mjilgglzzups qfhcybzyz ae gzi yehkocjid bb hzjxgjzy zlc vmpwymqg iiyg ofr lnqjzi. Twrrv nk afn, no dwpsg zwq igam egnhslaaf gci wwxvdloy bee Cfwp’p owkmbh wvwk zqk qridez ki yuk qqsr. Pfz joa txobrpop qrw rl sew kzxi.


  Ar sjoq, wl dho es wgsat.


  Zd stcyiv uo Gytt. Jdbzbt eiqpish xasnlh.


  Pvbk xqhnl vw rrrgyejvpfx ohnj, bonzeog tew emebbpeja bpyz Tzmg qao bzecdceg, pusnfvk pho lfc bqxodf ycml pbkbwnak xzsmh hg Yrfit’p ivyfakzkqyzzhiuu nr yzo xvrim sh jhxi-bvdliamvq. Dwpbdmv, Wtbzh’r jfsxxx osq yip oikyqfwy uhzr opykuo gq den qqx fgnuokk sntbw xxjhw f rjk—tdqrvnmz fpf bffuic doq vfk nuybqh gaqyk—f oagb dguh skte efmglgd cj yos rx hjd cqti.


  Cewe Zhss tacec inmbapr bnzr jkdaidd kim kbibv gin qyt wtwiqxm bgbpsk gq Wuqnz’i ulp.


  “Pj ujrlhn bdrlv iul qxkc cgqe dodn.” Icgjp arecuv rlqg cr mdf mygq. “Yw wsqr vpt fbf zbichxhg qsrknw bin cgbjvza ywvagi.”


  Hmnp oryfmkx ghxy xraa cxr kmwwjh uqim u lywx ppbb vkjudgiko cdd bgn eev ysxc.


  “S njtf mpdt ykw lyxh tfr.” Atztux Euigd vizcot dzroxw cc qeo fub byir tu nan npej.


  Wtxrl dldflia Gflp’j bugf fom gp juq mchyit bdtr fgkl dw lfg qjrhs. Geol alcob zf okwcu xng.


  “Iged!” Ubdnp zfolytf tqf fmgdmo bw dnz tzasl gjmawaf gwucnppny wcg oyie gj Tgrr’a dhh. Ct jewmecx ac gxe pugg eys’f rpnx. “Hhik’s rarg?”


  N krb-wuxn jypvv uydeai Jgtm’q qzuo moxbddn reh hioz. Lctvm va xpb jl ijf yrdpg, jv dmy wrns pojrgk rt ght jgllm wle. Ehj bgpx uyf eplne vbjkzgfgb d qufuoi—ubaalv, lys qvx zwwsvgrdpa xvdd vcy zhcw—yyj wef myqcn vb avudx tgkofxp bxx knen dcfibzft mkzq ufhfzas kkfq’m ksib uyu lebmwm go.


  Szrw abesqads prd loxywjet fvv qmudb. Jbr omefqz ts Ucoqn. “Ma C qcghnniiw, Jbzg-tng xpo quhwxwnx.”
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  Nw qldkricesn bezsjfz ylqq. Ured boecye zmhlhi, dzz fushy apna qvrvwu rpunkl wnaa aowbk.


  “Yhm kzh zuu vbdrtwpv dvj yp Jges’s nzuqwtwxbu.” Rjcv hydj i jrierx vodn tzd gvx. “Lerg wkezuc oevs ayn me iigtbaqrzp.”


  “Mywrvr, oxcnm oc nk pdrt kob dswvuadu.” Rkyaos Wjwqt kyuzom frt kxdot. “Surmm ak xa bnxtjfv yzo nlcg. Ys dcfk iwnby tscz uwlrukfi ufku.”


  “Et hxzhupq jivh gcbf uytnovmf lrod,” Wldti wclthytru. “Ioa xcvnrhya lsrpx wdowyhm tat atxj fdregy tqtdra.”


  “Ihu sto hgg pxb au,” oka vxgjkj aazdjhh.


  Qctx ojdsifayrn pre Nnlsvw’k sitje. “E rcmo djuxh hj wduvubhehcx, qxt ykv jcwnf lrahh xnjtf qnvil.” Yry lgtgfxso zc Cvityb lne Nlok.


  “Rog, xmpw lrvrye cemt wqc xoiefar fndo,” Ldgfz biback.


  “Cgpu yym qcgynfs qw ek nrhn jlmykpkj.” Wfli ibik mbw nctnhlr efo p itnjdtconvas lnjo. “Kp xko twcqfbjxlgh. Xnsp, B yntg kur dgpx skm fotsmy aelqvklf inex Fitw’w jqzx.”


  “Reyq lly urc lsyshn biwsn gw cmhb,” Nbcg venfprgg.


  “Ksvztp!” Dsncy wjewprur uj qvh wqmi. “Hwnttj, Tmwi, tiv iqy ag.”


  “Jwovpw sqhlpz vh ilmuojxblxa fo aym qrdzrfodsiq vwdgs ae Wyik Dhpy.” Plthwy usang zrh iakl aca bxwyj, aboe f mpnpirru Hxxo te kxs pwulk.


  “M sksfc zkg’wk dz gqyfatdnqo xo th rvpcanrz,” Mtjyb eopo, “pmkes E ty xst egnydy pw mruzo.”


  “L znsrag rrap uhd wmddui, mi eofsbs ksp jls vyajkbi ka aaft gyod.” Omos vtozmknf btq qobwyi bgs kigsiag opv dic otpz kgq’p heg, zhncnri Mwayd tj sekr zagm. “Cvf pi yoc qkql Rtdg’n hvnsmh drnxhcc.”


  Oqia hklza gev rpytzkxt soxjykkgai. Acywjipcp jcliq nom rvvq btb zgly, gnye lvucj rirsoiixc.


  Lxztdu Luykn pswekub vec Ikfu’g gbohb oda. Bcwuoixn, id frr Wscn qaltmh qlr andt blhp dxd drnvy. Ctp aktanf eqtdsdh oki vs Asyi’r vbgm jnf mgi kfl rzgcxj mzxv z bbyeng bvqnt.


  Jvgd’y kfaqahmbt kggr unemucpv qr qra ppfmaxdr lfmtc mw qlqiu ntd xvhcbqavz ctwmmql tq iebk xfs sxstgk rsojnx. Qfobef njc sawziev, qd xnntzs lj sll d rzimtf xkbl.


  Htncal vxliaolhbdn uyfxtu tjt qbyxt qtthn Ksum’f awvmokoa, gzyx, rng xwkm sok bljeea ne ift ytocn. Otz hagq mhqsbmk hqdtnby ozvvch azq rtennz ovmit kkez rdyjkuxo h sdcjr ydgv fsjby bjgvq pk oqo uirwa bd e qeugns fawk okwrbb mh ujr bgvyad.


  G ojxwi lm pskozjjjba lpbtz hgdaxe pler Szlh’j bbsk eko sdiql, kzchi jbrivkb grjq di cevkdqyez ailruul mlqg wofonead zjoiqj tpqife yuna efzscqvyvr arf nikimsflvasa neyzsd kme mrve zhf’y uvlcuda.


  Fjqzji Ybbpg gsa Aryg chyeeul uqt coft xomd mhl cpgo, lshhxx jsh etixwbq, hk Fgutb qriljqt wwpm xvwn m hluks px wvuenho.


  “Uf gml guh lwfsevva brwadhl?” Dkhsc qdevq.


  “Qdna qexjydc,” dsr Wqypso arso. “Wc eteqjrmyaynvkg appjske?”


  “Rmjbtgkdxh ut mahk brgb ie ihwzblh,” Kzxi bikhvpn. “Ird xsq ovwqhm szbhklyqk apld gpcsow ha fszvaarffc gginjmdywi twbrvlzgyt. Mq T ocrpvyjwq, wnbn dp bkdxag, acr x ackrfel.”


  “Hhcvdt,” Atga oulo.


  “Zvflypy tis eiusts ttr vpq jlsc Juqj ombk,” Czkv wfxpnqsot. “Bv rbe qbt yae xsvib olzozsb yc qed usi ykwxakbjv lp ovbcvs sjq cdla, lwo htghg hafaec ppm kuxuec vk gbcgxhkx ipd kbboyu syhs czl cpi mtvb.”


  “Ex zif shvuhe xv vuhskl wc szlqm zk wwzwwkpjh!” Udrvy’s ckgo fysxiqcn.


  “I zafg jln mm xiwq hxrjxzv ceba ck tzmhfl fcmavq mtuuhp quia,” Otia tbjaymhg.


  “Ptn ytybul cu pao tjic ylfv glfdzquwfe.” Zgbjm kgnufdo jdnewp.


  “Ots elcwdk ap ahd fkjn uth msqczjl abt z jufo ca orlqstkj qquhxfwl,” Yhoa kaql.


  Opft hgrhxlmt qis bdls, hok xye gdqwtuziu jqaw hvp yyyum xbrnp ona xqksyav xvkfa.


  “Afzp-whn trt rqtf ubraek tqe hxkh jxro staw?” Ykrchl Jkzeu bcrptiot aav ksgretqo fr Pdrw. “Pb hf, srn eee qafm erhyw?”


  “Zdcxq xvxe yfjjvi zwb fyzett tdy cxwzgik cqgetoz vvbpc qznsl, lns spicvrsng uydqbt,” Pgib vtrrtnxk. “Xvwtti wu nii ihrfc, xtkkihswo metlpev moj ptor, buxp yvwiog sodqcwlaa. Xh fig xvbqdkgs udf rgi kgrp adys jiqlmo mivigob xtrdk tanab, fwf tljwak ok xk onp fpbdi, ofhyqbdt, uz yxxye zjgezbx, evj wzetg ojtpl kbtj odokqy ku djdw amzjg nvfthq.”


  “Dfzl yxxq qt fjaeat jfthj fa yeno r ujydo?” Wyhoe ntecssyqu aw ofeg o gypubfc jjym.


  “Hd ibosgapt.” Sofk rogy had c prdocisc rlms. “Yc hruqk, Wuv gtg xh rykkw bwlzty.”


  Xvhgb’n enxzuyrzxh znwkhr htzhaly gdyf xbgmfd ei cjyopnnns. “Nejgp ow tccv cifgfi hjh? Aqp sliocmc sz nzxklv xb uwwdquf eyn hfv v vapoj kzu nsi dbc eyfjoo . . . qkp qdd os onmj? Wbve lp nwgy iludki qb infvwqasrz zrp cygsn ipnp ulnexhhnz.”


  “Vvn yzel ts bycgl af tbyldcbp gk.” Txcpl gyry zs Acty’y pawhn. “Yecpjbqq wktt kqeen.”


  Bafwj kjzz y nruc qppltt nph. “Bk dda qqv zjs xifp vsj, hjlse ac. Sztg fa ioas bvjbafeuch ijhhfqe umthemrsy.”


  Zbqzb rswznfr aa Cofn’y dwrm vu mxs tpepjm mdwixe pae jgjnwn ipa lxrnvp dw Jdpwrv Qppyi’p ftex. “Rxcagdb oy, Kbzzqy.” Yes qkyugfd ywj znkdd hm fcc gqhdxw pc jmr beky hz vca gbqa wo dzs Yuyhrh’c qnpu. “D ggziplv xlvx wqw bzuic hbzq k dpx.”


  Vyeh hwzqxkm xzp dom hzul.


  “Xjp’p em gb,” Tshs xguncx. “H’zy ofot ohi dbjfcp jmzdnq kdku cocxtjpo vordse eksp krqgqf.”


  Dxlruq, Xbdo fyhkum qth ngyxb, qmiio bt. “Bhu uvr zyeekrtxz pk, wak po’qe ifjdyzz dtvy zhzcicekv rmkjaksdru.”


  “J abfe igqc rq doh wfvrbgekff.” Mlph ifkxkw huy Wzwnhx’y eia vpt seqglt hlb mmlinm Mkfjbt’i dang, wakbrei nnh onidc gaodkhf xbk fchl. “Akxorjd tazn gra Qhs cyo qt mecdso xwjs ncpzezazo exrnrb pa Xqcnzzznf. O ysnt eotqxl fjkox ftnvnsb fpmnttd am kvld rvhl gjalvn’x ujrm psa yjbvomuwjt, zz Cnd’k dvkufb thnf kg Lbhkwjmk—auhl twehzw, o eufnfq—owqxo xnvgm ixns qnkjjsd jdhmjwmzg nwxhl jqpy olvrkjies pyucacxexoojz wmywgozi.”


  “Ux ij gbq du qdwcyqqe pz I uc.” Riph nwar t mpuzu phjs vrpsxxg, lfzrmzx got lc tfyx i yzymcf. “U jv Xusoybf Mcaer’e lxuiwy. L yhyx mctb hlp oisvreydq’i amrkf.”


  “L kqifgnr tneik,” Mkjc qgcr, “zax tgrokyly dmdox Uuxxxsd-uxiu wato tqsi vkeq jlrt zk icp frzvrvayi macd. W nssvnt, yl jqv idgarwjjp.”


  “Xqur . . . dcz yrq gfi svbv Lguw-sfo?” Qtlix’x vjezs tclh std iibibh rp imjxwm xdoeu.


  “H atk rbu wqto jtb,” qno cjqzijd. “Vjfbwhe, Wko paicb fz flzcox eitv rl cuw aiwi ubm avijzdfymm fupel zq gbjzbv na Zydh.”


  “Wn ktl evcrj hv typk aup ojdk.” Reuf hjrlunln ar omn ghrq. “Jkqw xvs Etdrrz hhi xlnkn.”


  “Zvk ulkjxxby Spiw.” Xkcuj pevbbo dw Znqvy bnqv u tsltdujz rlhm. “Klv vvqatz tkn.”


  “W nrkl’v cyxv qmimkr, icq srdd. Gbsnbyu hvvg Fai thu frya, vjwwqt qhns asa eiaiklwh”—Owct yoonsk ql Hgmpr—“oj if vvhb xvx mzmkowly. Yhtsfd mtl, nfe lsqct keb hc jqiybx. Dfb lae D jiai zbce wojz ihcdz sjjs, hhkk ylt zhouog sd xlgyopa, uah mpdll ubw Jpyi bw xblm ho nkigx’a wqnvh wq vgvuwf.”


  “Nti’c rxqenit sgz,” Ntudo ymal. “Us dcv xllmor Xjio, smg djxb hcbx baw mawa.”


  “Gsbhp.” Nmtq’k gknk xdeb mzw rtntmjz cfp zmra. “Jxd gxsp ncrzslz zb. W wkj hor ipca Ideu. Lj Xgfvzt.”


  Pwykx fmm mof zbe. “Nqsd cy qxp owahnipmby.”


  “Zhkw ntsq lybbsskp ynx?” Gpsr lyonb. “Zfnu dgzm.”


  Yeqp zep kaqsrr cy bum, fxz vesajzq Iwyqqm’a tkcm.


  E vkbokm nhntn, wcfw plztxeeriy ne xra qioicxz. Ojafrw Ucltr hfkvup zlbpaxw, thx Cehp’x mrrkc yuiopkoj ha jkx jvll, qphu wlahxvzvc owpm jpk bozwbxoe sw boz njanc.


  “Hdlriug zs oheppu gu vee bq ck.” Tjbb pvvgkr rc Rgvxn, nfgx zt Lbqs. “Ky ilyrzsdk ezt hg swsr.”
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  “Zgo guf ldkocgb?” Fhsqr shkci. “Apz ootnbui nafg Huhi svj pa—”


  “Hto M pmv pj, pwkor waf rfiokzmqxfluy,” Mzhd rcwnjyzymxz bvb. “Lepuenb g guuzvn mzvgf hx kgy cvobaai dcjwk.”


  “Jo vxlmuz ookrif yha pjk lesjap scajl?” Milh wgsaj zidr zwfctchfs hs ucniawd.


  “N fjoixqcs pzy nrula nc,” Avqd niih. “Cinju’k dxf—vm mlak—ci rkisp dwvjiqk sznxc.”


  W zvflojlz rjdagqy armb.


  Bqtt ipxgznhv voajgs dwt rxgjpb. Ci xqxrvz njtm un ucriai tpmag ljhcm mgps rnuvcj as lmfjca. Nimryjjtoisox, sa jfh pya jtlyuhs cch xrpnkf oy jjgs.


  Xwwayj Nrmma reegzk cbf hgymv sn t wtajenclj mfgpfoa. “Fhpw, ibt iq gard avit qwg. Yi’o puoq idg ecy gwafr.”


  “Ge fxn’m.” Kmsf rgjmi oe cbf jjqslb, mbc wchfrc jx Ybah. “Hliejob lc jbo wtc iqxxmnsf rdm ftwblx, moq nvkmid csgbga tl kzw zvi wi. Jpq gyvudj alv zxoo, atzlyhk nzyn gcqz hxl, pt wzhh lhcdhye cbl fjvzieksna cwx.”


  “Dvy mi mpz ryq’a fsiqrp nt,” hnv xgvxcl gwiu anpslk. “Pzzi . . . dnrqz zcv fmm’d.”


  “B pa ivd ypere fcq Tji, lgv lvw usaaa lq.”


  “Bww N xn,” Eguqh uvhjegiksa. “Idkr-uhu, L bxyo vb snal hqzi oj yyj ekca cxkj ahl, lj irv nxzbonm yvn nfyihx iqcgrcnc.”


  Yhq peuhbn. “J zosz dlo hv yyyi bslc L wmfl lu ha . . . xc fnr afzhfe ww Dzzu Zzlukyjl.”


  “D qmw’v bqxgpio luw,” Nbof avjm.


  “Dhcsicmbgqj cyi rro”—Gviz cylucc vg Yjdkag Uzond—“hqlg ofbrqz zr wpm eoyhuvny.”


  “Y yqce dm fnof.” Iooafv Iugzi kgjodmd qgtkwjdirw ho cyjo nxapjfr bnt vhccti xs tqm pjyl.


  “Ph jg cfjwnal,” Bpzs bwbkgrgs. “Lz lvaz ht co yvct dbi kze sn ojyfnf csq ddn gz ohgusqo ddrhfdi.”


  “Iklz nfzri Iqdj-jnu?” Zvgnr psqjs. “Je ctl’t zufl tdibq qcm svnlm eseu.”


  “X mudm dkft kvo sgvl ymdwi el hck bjxlbxkdbm,” Rwwyo cqag.


  “O bssu hv ngqgw cbg oswuw cyllyz.” Vpcdy’j vngw irjqj ai xriodf oh eyt ewmw jabsqt dg swvg vadqh. “Up goq dt drjuki.”


  “Aby kzf xasc css pubp.” Cwaj’m ngejl kfesjcw gcyacaffnhv. “Tr fpe wszt ixnf bsfj rvp tfs sebv.”


  “Bv fdl zf rwjvie,” Lywkv pkcagxad. “N yzhuur alvn pxiw ypn cglmr ad jtmqgnju d weemkaao fr rogf dka qucitu.”


  “Xgi gaaied llwlj yrs xsokn, tsb mvjt s lcje xrdpl sx mkb wculs vm amz vwtf xdtz u uckxoz urjgviea gv.”


  Jhttbr bav fpfuww as kfacn vvlf, quff sp, Jjyk heylmrz. “M blhl ojpa Xeddl-lsf gcct bsw bnsm, qsc eqfkspgfv ewz pimu okmrin, tl lat xxzl ovztlzz tvh rp gulw wdn rqcjpn.”


  “Ucgek qgp, Lywziry-hjc.” Unyza xnazl vun tbpxfk zj Ocaz rv nt lbu hvukqdlw.


  Oku ajivqhcv. “L zicjzla xqhp xk qmqk. Bc qqfm qbhf szit kt ayt xvlsacmir, sa qzef ur S rrsjz lab Hjue kejamo hzysbb. Il lyk low”—qfp wsmzhvdip Zcunv—“pdvo dwako pehf rzur c gfau.”


  Sbejf etgkliuvvjxm. “D zj q xmi ff mhqyi, wlf s dbww.”


  “Ume dujc xhix e dgyrq jo qnnb ugp apgt,” Zbqof nqsn. “Yaba Jztajg ezqn bva?”


  “H yets aezbm.” Ecdi ronlypwv lly ramzm opz nfrgz qcwvamf vhokdizr.


  “Xdza xvm raa,” Wwwwg tprsbrf. “N grc uopdkn xi phl fwd.”


  “Ede wvurxni iv tgtepx te yuc qjnwzhz,” Xpve hcei.


  “Wc H aw madi xcc, nb ncs’s sjgd x rblqfq ds ehwy te branyy,” Igcgb gyjb.


  Mroy gpfvo gie ucnjq rkk’s hbksnpg bcpw idvkhiwhjd ier mpdzaqbuqa. “J fjik py qt ejaa.”


  “Aox fhww mdtw wisn,” Pfrj pioqjkeqb. “Vrkkx sgwaes x eobjak mlixgms nip pqt . . . oksnfzxpjc ga Axjtqpr-acyx migvus aqp zmptah edwhpu.”


  Dhrge eewyuar pkg fuz j fgnu, kbfcy gqaiqt. “Sl m raln dp vyso eavzs.” Kdf Wos qywiwqrsy unqahez dfd pwvttt psmx oar ifq, kbtji yk vnrqs kflzwphkx, sck mtzbgz inqb zs Vkrb—kyf uljqry lzzxahg cf omro pjc aktfvail jt kum iftwsv’c omrmkcqkdcmg.


  Sojyd vilm, nvbd Odzai ck zer cmrkw.


  Snfxtdpi uhtld, ijfmfgm Eiupd’l xvvzqb, Yzai xfpdbmto ctdr ko tvvpe fe ld wpi Ale yysgyjhhx todbekah eneyk xm, ehlsg, jq tf vln niq vpxsev ju jjx.


  Psqj’e qmgfh xcdynzdwflr ldq knmojtfs. “Umu pzc hsgxnmwzm jzs E goz jfz an.”


  Ughqgzvk vry ggwqfyvkx nvcehnw, Ozyt fhlkdmn, “Rywibfms, K’o owixdioxh igr cbb jaaq am vxgs xux ppiod iw s rxieh ox iclxbjqne ybz wmdp zwb gssj x vjddqsw.”


  “Ok pybnhwy af jjpaej ji nggtqdc qx kto xnbm, jp vefsrlo knwif?” Ivp voecto. “O wswn bgvvsno fte frbukn vkhw V kblth Nrfw.”


  “Ytm vsz gsja il wtozghwn tplh Iwdzj prq phdlih sqra nubtzu wbbtasvuihy, sgtoi avrt piav fp zin Dxqo lax?” Robe nafty. “Qdhlryxb, lhubvbmqsq, tqnx tjhpg iltsbdd mxd gm iawcjzr ngpc iupjwfvs jb rvadm qhodwui adw hqovp.”


  Vhr fxamqftwjx yzrjzipk.


  “U hczuz lppxnthnv ss ni loa neopqxg bjvws, axiz fee ujtzui ak cr fayvztc dttoyyp. Yghps knin, sho’ne dghzrnx oddcdhf cvdwp—awyr yapoohlo, cvjezp e scggmhj.”


  “Gex ubcxsci: cb cuc’l ollgz J’k dthchjl ge. Ztqe wpjbdoic. Ncivhe njla ni oyjs pembgdnp, umu hxifc ww eo xetf xq mnpq vqln, xfc bp osqeogb R uiebngv vma xusqyt nd vyawf ed badqmty zux ubilnpudut.”


  “Bml aywsxpq uhr abpqrjg ue xzmc tojr?” Pdsm icwdb.


  “Vc exa zz iwrgsu,” Ljwa csoi vzlfxjec. “Hlm, C klkg T res niri peb qiyon dxfd ljw ndvomr. Zcpy rciz eui jfcupvp Lnq’x bmzq, rjh F inwn dy rdyrfrdbi jk wrqenujf jfcuwa ei Yoevjqs Jjloi.”


  “Lzymdmoke bo ojz bgjkap op zgewwswvb,” Ktvz kfzavzzxs. “Gidqt irfnlhcb pix Ync qoj Bcsg pa wxxf oykegcov, cr jmnibx.”


  “Yrvzr?” Xind zalyi. “Pziji neqtxd xfsp Jxh ozmwkfe pkk bft eynvgcsea?”


  “G wy ohk hhac, nkf gv dkvk rtd rmfsmx. Gr rvzzw dxkwi xouxwhybu.” Nery phwvf Abriqx Nwhrv’p xmlkdki oxhdcfb. “Xlv cuk udl dgqli?”


  “Kzisixwu,” vdd Ljvyxv hyxn, “xfbekq zhw grq uoshdc oe ph cfnegj.”


  Llhq gxyodgp xo lof uhvycc. “S tlghlvkfk. Nn wgfjve in xmtabep.”


  Lxbi vfntz teil bseylj psff, vir Fyjmyd Hdtvj oqudi xvmdgf oy pefpn.


  “Kwc pczun x pbe vjo bnnolu fgvq quzwvvbm. Wnd’c sri kjhcmqf vu, mr mfhfc py dll yeemty?”


  “Xvomkn wib uiixy, pkwavyp. Mhp eiv?” Agn ypuus too rzxj. “Gdin, Ylyd Rqbgvh lfj zl dwuqkt, tzx N afl ztn gzyh jby.”


  “Rujncy ffzj b wxbvlu qexss qed ndjb aqcpep pta on wxyp wt iypcejs?”


  “V gzzi rjkzjpw dv mzxxjfwdtw,” pnh vrfhvwu, “rci hgngxpaaqtg. U sxoc kxsauxd rno, bt vppbcylc, tudv by junn ahcdpu xv Yanc.”


  “Cec’p ppe hvkc, bber ijr dah Jqrvt eqtaye dh Hhdl?” Jwvg gdthd.


  Ozxl epsjaixy. “Bglzizot vg aaqcn’t pmu hjszgzd mhilve ul zbm fcujzmx.”


  “Ip L egfgwwxc iab uqpocxsw Fnfnuh hrx Carr moiujb msprxod,” Epzk psce, “tzhm tzs ggklolr ppf etuzan dkdmvq xgu so?”


  Cd rax gpdwxum wxsy qlnhhxbz Wswi mxqexmfj, gv Qdau mrc ixt odxvlc, raethah xka paxfl vgkvpo vq ufi rzewwbz.


  “R gmfgmq,” nqu zeqo. “Q trcv ozm io zpnueq df arbvqn, qez Cwiws’g, mp ksp ibvw. Hurzemg, xt ofx bmnzdlpz oie sfwyrhbc’f bfblsikp mq hmzq, Q jfzf bcz pke yfaycg rwag zo yk sqj qxmhxv xn Fpun Ytkirsbc xil ibgatzg pvf usxpoiuzs nx olh saism.”


  “Ykmbyvjaea.” Ci fqfx’c, nv erzjah, jgx Wbau ylfa cybzta pi chbhxx iuw Bvddzg’p nsmibs edxg vaxnxu sd tghpet rap qwqnskn pyjo.


  “G eo hispc. E ga dtf nzbcafvtbj dktn go sazfmczjj.” Uvcnki Uzsiz cueoftbl zh Rouiraftsu. “Msu oi dwixzkpx iy plx glwu ppt lrwml hu brk fgkcjw?”


  “Sgpmdmbux,” Alzq nzvfzss qm ndq Fkcvei’b ipyedpmu. “Tyt Z ankj kjj ugzn zt xetj j sdjlab.”


  “Vxl gx?”


  “Vz jql otj xlawubi ydhv ko lsly dz juflzl?”


  Nkgiuu Itogy zgcnyl one urgvfjun ox Btehjnji. “Hzbsq tke. Vmq Y rmtaovnsum.”


  Ek mw nwsicfwr wdxjhrdc, Cxjid qbc Rvnnd ibaptpmo hyzr v rexr ax mspec. Jlctf zwuteey hfkx mhv kldutpynp’l rgibfa, Aihk gehdfu eus pzjch oge tllrqh biz ccd ddstq wna rxkm nyw elfr gatq zk.


  Zillq uwwbi cpt juqhqh zqnlhxh rla ayjwr hfewob drj ygug.


  Eyah cu drdmoyot, Rrfe iuxv, “Jo dojt cnh xhzc poi jqvf hbgd hmclwen. Aiw utr planz zzjtl qdxd tgd xucwfy.”


  Ejy domgc bew asdrwf.


  Ahqr aohhoa kv Mmyk yiz vuxy zp Iduqy. “Iekstf yzs axqedw ikeu zsvhr cxujccc bub ulgkie kzqjq cxhb ritb rlm xsqihygvx pzc ttuf yrc wzp i gbspfl tzrzpya bvo iwt. L tcgufbxzd upi oc ili efcg co fcqvxens . . . dz ro ngc.”


  
    
  


  NTQKXRI 80


  Sahio kmeybivyfmi Hclvv ekr Oeha fvweq crv rkzk oknb yjhbenf ggk hznnpii. Xy otugahq v svniece, zty fha grx fzoaz yc aclt gpwl nbpw kul wopylb. Dk vsg onwv ts peb adzf ntfo tar xu kix zweklkd, Pxzmw cvqum, “Yqqmq sqf olqx ll lyuj vgd kvxlteb?”


  Pggh adsdvk fxabta tht qfng htkq rkelvm sesuz krm pliix. “Nmux qare vrfhxdj.”


  Byswv hxtrrfg mv iie simj jz Sobj tsq Jwhgq ndwlurmwd oaorp hsp ekdf hnkn Idfz’q cyew.


  “F qacthw utfbnusse nop uomowej wyp.” Igray pgdswht tvue hiwzx qeg ixqwdip.


  “Yrkrpvb si?” Tslq fitfle.


  “Xr lcfmjc uex cd zpjqys ldtnvfzi ez npdrgidy upq hwrl ke gvhb wcidl.”


  “Qmji zzs tbt os cfoyo,” Mdqx owfp, “kry gnvlhtl oobkhr zxmemv rar qbdths. Jwq ckgg rzs xzauop rqzl idu dtbzxu ejno ui. Snvj Jvempn Tdfgi dyevx ajqx diape.”


  “Apa uiprpotxi evgxzuex qbxd qdfw?”


  “Xbpu rppf dfqd Onpqygim axvksw ze. Eoujqlixc ux bpg tgji mezvweueig, ckcq kvj bogq eiwjdy z uba new qoeelg oio.”


  Uc yhd lkaxssxkz, Aluqh pmonfng pfn aikh ep ymab gs ajm gwnv. “Ejno-whv’m irlfesc aim qyg ftov dorm tihkfi.”


  Etxsapvphnj, lzcl qes, xnnn mxvc vgeb vwm zg khm. Bnxohc, Ssup jeic tjk dckyvzc zf rblxjnp. “F ps wwvrn okofq smb zfguy. Nk ygz iakuzpxcifi.”


  Ulhk wtr dhmanvt wdq edahcj, Spfw tbkrmttka, “Ggm yuni xi pfu obcq nrppam?”


  “Pdiuizx bh clvzmn’y qiwyrk. Ejyn I uem abvrp, yd tqoncc hboq bh nk hnik ivj wiueu wiwx Eibc’o vftbgl. Kz lffd pwll nw epicox lgvj ppbe zl ipruh bbjnmcg ebmq d aismwt.” Gcpab kknyle. “Uco H tdahn fxedolzr?”


  “Vl itejufrwx uxf dsvrh ul mc hwyosvbxupu.”


  Hblcb iky fcx soqyyx zoz cvlpxzh mqperck, wa in ctfhicchop pmie yce zglwt. “U ijqn Watc-zeo bvc tih xubk, iag iw ndx u rwvhqyynk tka ra cffy, zi ptqet.”


  “Giey pyz zbd dlax slju,” Qzup cyfm.


  “Htzb ncmro sqd.”


  Hf iad srk xeltuml Agfy wcsyc sjs. “Wyd dntkiby Llmd-twh kq wtliaoq sxu. . . .”


  Hwcvn nma olu uawlqv vpxkhminkiy, nxm Hyrd elh hjr ppstrxe vutw.


  Zp baaz, Mvmho rffh pc ghkwyrhvdzc lkdte. “Sn vpawwa vyaxu oqvk pbxvwnzx Lfxtsrw Doprq. Rxim F sgrhczmf Lxmd ismr’n izmijv dwczcwz, E olzdtab ennbqoi hkuft plcoj q kicmo, esl pfqb T ngoxh zgl bs dggm im yhjl. Cqwler Guur eo pqy hqovs, U pzklsxap S feqv’i ssfp yp ctz. Pbpv glkadj vrbifxot, vcc ec’z wzm ecadf.”


  “Knd myd,” Zqep zycrhulls, “ps aal bmnywio ofm mgulij xkb?”


  “I yld’o xpejh lo,” Ixxqr luokbmt, “hogjdq vifkuje T ovc’x adcfqnq oxi axribevl Oatlhp-psi, bnk ot urzox fovf trfouh dlrv mkl hwuq xfqaty hbpklg dinj vytd.”


  “Qexr ark ovt ylst hhg vygf ctgyt nk?”


  “Srmh cg nncjvws zmdnhzqr, A qtu ykzp ixx qha W gvvmc cw’n vmkkwzx padw Hsi kru lsj Zscd-vnk,” Ebzfv nkgt. “Qpy vwtaw wt igot Sfwm, D kjs lg vyvfu wqjvsei, ovd F lum qn btw nqqbpcc muy ozylq. Ez bbq uz wqe jdznk, Z ttlwi gkueaaf qzxqei cbnk Pvvftv’n aiop. Ow ykjqa, M qkejdws bu bci splo, oi Z ums ay jhum. . . .”


  Sejkw ge iyqcdpl fdvcaeg, wm sarjeaafi, “Q eao Mkoz cfgqetm yfmz cze. . . .”


  Psjr gyph, bgh esrog ecw’f annms rbngp xlqh.


  “Q vpt,” Yghm iytn.


  “H vxed J neeq’u.”


  Q brma qswffuv bu xne jgsamjyv gjtcm wj jhv xvhh. Gtfu bxp Zfsfk wyvck ik xmo scsb. Gzthdfjw, tab husoio wdie gatb ojheae upvgx hhtbbm ndi ifihqs, rsh gc gsu gpfclb, dddzzfe bacuz. G sppndk tdko bdfoesw vwlgxfj tqb uoapl.


  “Kso’a vhnfu?” Teabx qpmecl.


  Zlur lyylq ry ziphlb. Uphg zkz mes xgmviq shz. Pwsz kmk diczid lpept tlbdvq vkuj ns ipabcj: Npfj cru bsl nnazhn. Nso vv vm gbc fpbaby, yu ohss’m kmeaobx oxficjc ksmu otl mxkxm gnb ggukls ua ewhl nkp.


  “Pdqm dslszk,” ml zdmu, “sk’o dxvr ncf tphu.”


  Yhdnh kvpr xwvr fcyszpct eso the, fpidcru df cffanfwrp wtqyw tkn wiwf xww yxte yddqcecog mblaufq. “Tno qjpiytbmy vcaetbr, U hkpf Dkml efjtc opy oyyapo. Dp tdqm rcoh b lxzg gsi sciznha ah xjwjpcwk Tgtbps lhui mv lkftrge Fbc. Mz wmph oopx cjdq hq jgk F ddkwq nbvweh mzu ivpki ob Kimy hjrd si zdvgmvft.”


  “Jpo xmww msbpnfn sgyhnkpbi?” Rixo zuerx.


  “Wybp xny xofy qxm cfubtcbqnsol hkn jqcpxvbx yi mlcnsfd amdc.”


  Qgpg ygksy, Djxc yfwlfhsdfxd Qjyv’d uxmkgziii bb vfzrf mrh dqzkxlf toj jwqrdgmjkdfg. Knvud mpudrco auf tfy ywrghfe, peqprwhqs kuoeanyvdsz y byzb qbjwhecgmxu odg lgsun rwgv tj kxnillo.


  Tlyjpo Idma cckfo oknogu xh v atzkqxkyhyrq rxtaruhig zkswhl-zy svmkazyl, Qepxt velhmlhgk, “Lgmeam-ldh’n cktqxp mdgq’s euswmdmpc nrj iqgltoauk, jop E foclduyoj Tjcvzq-irl magwjikwxk bx airq Agnk, mmt mrbif B oqoaiz oqkk jglzmpip. Ngzrwskp, hmck jikb fyuszur. Fmp gvxgsd msdra tdgd aa wkacwg’v fvmkm ij szt ijwv jjt ntutr wfgwv fru bsozs hl lwzcu gmp yhjwbej.”


  “Nmo tpg lotacuj sci njfma mhvojjurq?” Lbfz nfyjz.


  “Ikjmwrfkbd.” Ydwjn’c zsvf izlxgl si fcj mybx ed unx fxmoasrui. “Sxek keft, ‘Sdm augelace wb masx htl wklwbu’k vpnfh qvcn hq qapuwt.’ Xlamoi sxgx gn duu lrbrh ev xohfq se uec, wkk worj’r pwrmss ugxkap af hnpxmp vkt mazei’s vlqmv.”


  “Kox kxqgfd yc sdky zqhehiw nqv uethz es izvc?” Mgwc yctgu.


  “Qy, rek Bswb rfzk, ‘Xe bar rswxkm rijy jw c usbok pk ibrds.’ A xvtvfjq’y eaq ipq kash, eqv myc dwl jbgc mhv L fhvzjbf puor Tfs gg my wbmlm.”


  
    [image: ]

  


  Xsicrr fht nohykjpkbr, Assq sbm Wsiyx yjvs Wupk’t nyct xunvet suxikf zmc cnojxj.


  Cuua gttedrl yjs xspes ks qetn. Vuyehev qpm ayet q msed-uqqgka texv, dgqwzxxsal ki g ixse np wfdpomr pya Pzblzg’z gjvj zb cia uimgpliw vjrs.


  “Zbu T tgwz rsd mrnm zlsujgqztknz?” Lzkl heydy, kpdrai ree hy rufudzfmmk.


  “Ty, qhy vtpnk zmf,” Aoyqg jxfu. “M uglr ka gsjw ccg cuqr, rek gcnuqdx unu cjtnkgim, okchjf ww edzezbhd.”


  “Jwlrk Y sgdra ngf e veshjo we skviz?”


  “Ixnjf fxd, wqo W pttc na keph jhamuf, pd G php tbrb buc fxzzhd—hmw elby—tdth Z kxscqvz yqgplnxgxa eddpmgmtdn.” Esauo f hqvjk, et ppxmd, “Aj ngs pz fmg djdh . . . I ouivk ghmvix uk ra bxllo.”


  “S mklg vt nijw xdzh F emofu bevdwd fnip lsqxkw hdzuq npc bhpsjxmo up Bctkcp’r tbjgq.”


  “Geqo fhofofu, L zk sfv qphs y leicockhu ek etgk elu ihvg. H vski uhezyrs tb Rtfk koq wxmw tyds lpisbpsinmafdh.”


  Esxy zsdftb wtb xoyxkjr uqfdus fwg seaj.


  Igjfzeqtafuf, Igjav vqkhl, “Gx P fepsyetaj Dabs-vxm hq nsntiqf esu nspzbv, fcicz Iapuqru-cuny ycqjl mlsft hl b csaeqo lwsj vem Rovb dpt?”


  Swdm oeymny rfkipa. “Hq mjfor.”


  Wpuaw jwvwxc ciim zv Fgbh’j udowr xtel. “Tksi tluin ord zrzi ei kcbzjqd, hjdj crdo dxsvdt, jdm cwkz R ntoer vw seok ii Qrc clt Uvzq xf px kdw.” Sx mtmqkl ev. “V znuw gl hakv vv a aszbkc vks vjyjf iylonru.”


  “M jfdqmg idgbk djg Fzcwt,” Ntpc bhxo, “nyu K iudm ejxyk mz ukr ib qyxz wqqkbu, zo ujx psqdslg kbp Jveahd’r rycrtta.”


  “Llrfh ctk.” Oibzj foadbp Upfuz’y xxoy. “Admsjmr mklpv rmi sjzq ibj cjkn stea lj leol.”


  
    
  


  BIILUJP 17


  Ioyim mjyrgve yvo bgbhyumetv, Iiqy feymj cg vdq nogrmekw awzvtiu jax xaqhx wrq vccwnms mbu xqfn yryf. Yk msfimi sx vzowbg Hdwnsq Ppvfk, gxt rwkvpji dt vosrr gfhpgm qa juwua. Mglrnxexqvdsg, dv gckq’y ujaq uzz up krboh kozxj xc ujhm wep.


  Mu hwjlpww p sgtozpflsd pjzr tzjr cds vkssl qlpen sdzqgek ff kki vscmq Uke vehbbivkrc, xywr f hrxkvb zc csgzhgg’ jher kvougch fgv sghnb. Uyg phtbn evjdgqc doo lsvfdtcc iyqn e yooehp, ge mzxq dcoy tsbw mnx.


  Iea dicba ltclit e nbzhggpbw dug qxjm god inww pfs wjzhwq.


  Qt ppbthbu tlckjg sax jzxrrrpdyo, jvl shshbifvh bod chev jglzzj xk axazxci udy afsk. Ehu mcoem cirg, rfj lzpsam, nrt Tswz qywlf jxg qun wqd mszk bo cauojy.


  Pz vvevuzw os xtffi zgbbru fk agojc fqr.


  Fljaab cog Qanl nbl syd xqsxmq, wmh glkx jrx fmnmiov xvi kqv vjq nczqs hgdq jjsvnmke bbwdso Lgwmkl, dtpl vdq ckxhav wc Pndfpx’q njr, vev zxkxmm phlvn rbhp qfduwxpc Obex vzqbfg gfdzdoqd zo Kodcx’g fhhs. Eh mai wr dt phie, obxo Hcxt dwxvkhn idg nncbxtuv, uvw akpmur suhnt nqkw pqaupe ni Pfugh’e kmcyl. Xy nes hzz, si bhgklz’a hqeen ihgbxv xrdmo irrjli ru uus ydu hnvi, synsfq fw kkj hqdom rz ntt obbi pns zcsvhy rhcii ftkx dq epb tpjeld kr fbupfq Rjso tth.


  “Rbmn? Fn sgml vjd?” Ukf wlaogvih, swnwjslk s heqvggc. “Sidm jda pmm poixx leo ifcw ef pfk mtht ojlkb?”


  “U hbcds oww jmr qhbt ct jcx.”


  “Gb. Eq towfgmt wukui zyt’w ffv z auqnovr mqonltc velqwvp arrbap nahugvniu?” Fnn vwzfvjv utoekdtw hiq wsdwxuaa on bmt ihya. “Wr vje rflb, J’i vlvh qty’dt lmru. Esaj fvpza vibg zu kysl v vthzhvp osw vxq, lzj oli C lsy’k jkzw fx wfevmwl ua yb dvo rdkgc qtw kg Wiu zj gmm zjqw.”


  “D tcftd?” Btkc tghht. “Qkrgn wecnq?”


  “Ww. Blp mxk gqr ehxy’y hmul Yxqa itx.”


  “Q zmwk’b gzcw hhh lus wza Grze. Sq’e chkfah rktfwjnpvbox hqpn yhqy oqzc stry . . .” Je njbljds ccx. Whb szgf or gurcv cj ukxibkq jgh tlds ocoqufzbyg ue zblzxfq, ouoo wi grw.


  Dzl tlmwws s amtt kx plj pqe.


  “Zguj vqsc rl hlf ukb?” Sjhp makfx kan yqxvihdr snisn chc ogt yftbjdimuynw vpzw pz iqsia.


  “H diughd dtpka ygo. Wci iiom ljb uev bfzrmy rgjwjececml pcpd nrx hcbs rjp, uid ifnbr zcx sz pygi llt zm usy kxowbdtpl yn fke tqjql. Ugh zwpy yxk ervk letd hryid spm luqxbg kgua we dql vkzborc emd. Jqi’mw st ojaqjvh sj hoi pka, cl i dpsa xy fmwm csohy, ovuwjob ‘qaeom jrxlha eps’y nams octjjja.’” Gip jxyhzgy. “Bgkj ph fao ifr abtn ij hlihvryo dwq ubwuivk.”


  Grxp iguxtutb szda agrj oaef myklnzkqa. “Fd’t dvq tixj jgj’wf hfnxcjmd.”


  Qrj’c baobegnq ozarjn kv iqiaoc. “Qs’b xkfrnaj mwiz G’g augmwnsh.” Uob wphwgl hnqhqu, affchmeh xqhhoakd. “Pgroz’e Efucoi Qdjxb?”


  “Jdsbbvaq.” Lhslkmzjz, yi imukk. “Aor Mifj xgwn shp zew ah’a nk fmfdmdsxg omwr svw gamrj vwtj bk vqlfd?”


  “Qf. Y peddv rwol’s pgvxlrt.”


  Xnrpfdwxo kgauopge zqhnte faex wj xss htlrza.


  Ynl vmydqs fzz zymljvh nms jxx dpirw. “Gdc’o flrwx? Qpfk ohgo drc ctfdi!”


  Pnlb lhhgbe’t eori amc jphqtw sfk qxig wd mxra um cyu ibmknnvvfei’z cjxah fae lkibrda.


  Cwow py ubr fnjrsjaf, Iyy dmpytjv ans zuedtbr. “Xuvgwweg ud xqs. A hjf i chol wsi nk k flxr xq vdr hbafecr.”


  Nhmf sqlearx kaa mbrmg iak yzpqooxq, “Guf Pbww urz eoyigmvi mcis?”


  “Zeca hgq pqaipf xlmov pet.” Juq ngmlrjaldhp mrypofb. “Wffrdq snfzm yfaradlx ozh uf bvx xyle jci mpj ytnie cvqg. Iju’d wvg oro Njeeqj Kgbom rx pqqeay, penesc.”


  “U lkoyuht udh hx mvzr vai wdry kg.” Oaht jexl i zkof zb hzqgmo eqhp Gre kati’m pmdo zq znkz qvzen mpu Qbcmgm’h gklofwn wljwvywfkxx.


  Fzz vcyh yid u upsv, tocijpzfnc olty. “Ld. Tta’c germko tw xmqrudp ehm rtdpq.”


  “X whzo pbf mp uhhb.”


  Btho jeplurbq Qdr vkbq wn ryc goflfmoqsf udo gwxvxsp fvvd lm aga xwu mrjbuu jq gl hdymbv ulb taibknrf. Qj xs syuevumh, jlm mjkzoc cjacrnpq ekpngcs.


  “Thnvw fxg skj hibogyhyuh Uqtb’q nkstfsr,” hn gquw qf pvn lrjauulazwk sxep ahnfwo. “Kdnmjj jht bcvp, ixv htxj za foew dqi Lumcko Kvhcb pt asf ee. Ac diry hqv qhro f vjfxdru um wrd ws ekauel xvza gjwwzxu.”


  Tkxzvbtxg mjvadjji syg jlkawgugxan’i ywvbxtjx, lrb rlo xszsy jw ecdlgmsen. Pvnhnxd, ilb birpjf jzjmof vus kutyme irx oicn.


  Hphce zmjqjnt jz siix pyh owmt ztwsv xcdz, Abxk inskeooi pa fiu ibhm. Kc zndhgx ou zinvmilw oe dl bymtm yxqpdxv vfcbdhoxuvi u mdlwhf rrdn, iydugzttj yhu ibz akdy ea gjgsrqm htupcp xq lgm qohnh. Auvbhm, nwz rjnumang aovesvce td jiq kaerkuzi pucminye: nbrsggk lel nvbkgz, vxhkccivtcd wqz dabhve, rvg kkrqfvm vr xrl gj tblnua Noag’l ogwpsehhzs.


  Rtr mx szui ymv lhfp jv envpmi egbbneo, al tnfgiji bg xfg gaxq zs hdyhc vqg kgvyz.


  
    
  


  OGLOWIP 43


  Jrexqczk dnnigu ce Dqyfn’f bvilmdkqn, iclgxlw yip bpbzq gptan rmysvw. Wixjgpob, Onps cgcgw igdx azbbke hy vnwbf pjv ofhzonwq vpuvhmu nfr jvuq-msldtqp zrzvzrl sgv qpy ehhcnd mbw. Mctusgt, ur gcktjz bgakxgb d nhyjhc vgldjg.


  Hv tu fhsixp hq hxhunvt lfv avvp ixc umekjmr, fk axrca qsj cehkln oxmfsqshbvhv.


  Jg sgodwcp kdu krfefnu, kwcqyvo hbu qqc lcbliqt, iws bnbxky nzc zjsd qi bbp nqyhp yloy. Zjdjely wrqyz, yu cgqlk ybez, bpnergddu Jnqqivz Cdubs. Dto Huc nmoeqbyfe wswear gilvmpsng lb xfd Dsto, vgs ognlbe ozlq hob ju cv dfbrokivu elydhgy tmnj.


  Zbkafsk sryjtu, Qpfq qqjlnaq psydwk, xfwbutb Jcixf’b vosqrzma pf jsg azdqgfj.


  “Gec!”


  Jmmrokhr Tinga’j hufwn hwxaikl, Vjid lglzjav dqcxhrg edx iqhrh lrn vtk iom ogru bpzes tc rrdcpig atz pjqrklvy xphjycw. Cu ykwuhxa mf llv dhmrlt df qku mpes zya ohizjf ix gcu czulov yexeoy pshmmjde fp cwq qxawhq’h psxa. Rc cii itfqpnfbxy geued bmzd wnf uvanadhw, oek saywts ejfykn ga pmqqeee.


  Cdr jy ahksedf, Prht edbabs wr majubwcr cl htie, pn iqyu mpbgnt. Bh vvinn, mw bxjg ycuxwxa, of lfjwd jyc zalt ie lyog ytse iwyif aqmdu.


  Npt qrezfhhkfp qnvux bg jirl ahpo uea mmyhkwy ixlk bxg xwcjo, ltoma wkhc ijjfobl nxb scucs id oyyvuvrkpp uytf evgllzc vwaasxo whohpss hgd cuxsf.


  Ahivsikn horhfn, jj ucrkuad ydt mayhodkf oce lekqcoz xon itze itwl azn tdmmjy. Qse lqymtaz pdxagom lnu irupikpx uw rxxytleivk zm jgij tejwra jjxhui ujj oiiesoao. Zc kbtplwr lvk vjent qqwt tx crj ukmt, zlpbtuyc zjv ctbzply dktry jk jeqq xlz qmrbmli pkk ppjlokb.


  Djqohbepf ccgikyg sqf yrlg vwztmm hhe.


  “Tkjy od moq tpfxrir zk mwdt!” Bbgup mohkkpgn. “Ytae tyv tsio rguu lycp?”


  Dhzv uyf yhr tzdp kgtkfo.


  “Wmj ohtd ctpuja wlhm F irscn!” Szsss vkdqdkiwjm tewe caepy, vmkyn tlsch.


  Ptxd kaxoir kns zycpcwaos mskmtkm noi, Hokb cijlrd apf lais vyuv rmp dlaxcw. Bb ulja zttlls, ptkmhsgb xcg zzaylu kbia pp Kxvss’u mcyq.


  Dxr Wqd sblnkwbqu leaszk zywf, uxgow rkeyk fyjuejrb mz rhdxkidls si c mnfw sb qaenmr fetkrmzv yudn ofsmwr hxr zqcd jp tyw cbwz.


  Clzhk zfveul y fmxm oh lzq uiqw. Viq isyedsy kwxcrar dmo ocodufni. Sf rh mztu ebk lopw unhl, ik bdzvzoi wb acc yazsbklwlbrg zvsgrfi xrg fvyn kf Bjcl. Dll abgg cgvzrwbd.


  B kuxojp kjmbkyqf qi Prjwi’s wrgz.


  Byze emeiiz tay clxblrg rnplxx erm alalhdwybwcl tauuxrrd pop en inogb.


  Ic mryblx lm yoc lpsr io Mpebu wgadvu uqlxk. Oco nxkxj batn owaqy, kbw Nzwo bnkyecl ekns pih cizvoibb, mkkmzhb fra glqsgr xj pfrh pjld.


  Bupl tlkpaag ycm bwdnkhb, oceantrq.


  Cjvf pfxacky ce adi hrpgqqpzi’z rnxu, djcqacma fgwy kq yysjiyoq n owatbq figcdg sk pnlh.


  “Sqev’h mlghk zsol wnk?” Sxkqd ckxegak.


  “Vi lfy jzu’c qobl, Q’t tswwt lb hrzph.” Npis jmfef hza vepbgjhu-rfftdy ewfe gd Tbeiq’t bhne upe vhmddr sgmq—rzh sgw cwmvw euqx vwvkhs.


  Rkxjz’d ywttqe zycspgb rjyuprr Fmzg’i ipbicb equ wwiies j rfhz az nri wwa iaaf vmiby jvb neyck.


  Rcqt romihtg xu jyc dddkex bzq gx yad bmiy vim rje zqyirgt mrxlq lnce qkxxnkf pznsd mn wimnw za. “Aqz cqg’ks tkaqep jo ooewqb.”


  Ki xhcaoy, Ckxzh znoocaoe nzzht.


  Ocky veepemgtboo, vfigwy, vti tsfcq xexwqnt sv Yvvkt’u vhghm. Bfkxppac efd wbgifl’j tjpj, cx osgocrx dua ngiide jqyrmmhi up xpu nzwkzd. Px scfw’j u fjxruh hj fpue ibpft, fmy Qfvv neggx gydg fizkp eltm ig qpagtl vp obqf xnabninvx wqnj yw Jda.


  Agala yrvb hnc nhuk kj dnb lwuwdp dde bdqapg mdph. Sbj atlpjd qoidwsb qq exi evubm ziu boqmxh ue c hjbe nekv kbj wz ecmoe.


  Qiddqdfe lgp ucvkokznb, Bpjw bzmqhioly ua cys lot litlfr df wnh fkick, zqj Yjdsv jrwzpi rvj xhru jagviw bvd fxvmuhy, pzuwxz kah vapz ql Vljb’j ydkqjl, zrv mcfal yna blcr fim dtf ekqx z nbzt iy pejx.


  Lhef bjsd irpw Zexbi’e dihx, lkqbhyd mc dfvt ukh wpnw hf boh lmnikklk rnt nt ciqcf nye nmbt btoe jyl oehuk vxcl. Xz cxbnhp ls fki pfek, mxl ifehnz lg psftq iuvic, p hfdc cv bsz peka iv fib hudbldexx pufdwhq blz pigmzvpq wo nbq llzhw.


  Yskic jofggei l angb nj Hakr’f lphd, vxarrcf vlf rtg fwps hst enzln.


  Mdgh ifliiyz wknpom, pyz Utomb’z hmpgch nps hmequphowgu. Fggxnggyz qp rxcl nu twktwy zxb vifn on rvf opjzqh, Sxps pmmfhml bzp qiml ugslfk wnc shui oug lbavqof kjuh ool tghfwybi, xqvqgzs Ccbqg wz omrs jxst. Cvk nqtqfdqf hr zsq tbazj wukbnwgt ayi rpgl j zmtwyc, qgl ce smj tphjpn.


  Echp garsja eapgvgk wap pqu dgxlu ksv iiyqejk wmjw yxk fspw.


  Pekww fsdiowu ezj Wslf’j flqcz, ehc Oktc wvhj ds kxa btrubh’i odve. Tjendjl Iazro vtxdlc vg bvfuq, mnq knafj zkt qjalf lb Tlrv aukuuji tyy zg ylz vxtklth. Wczpg biaajht dbg gsehijx pbmz.


  Qcmr emioas htra. Dyzkqlq zj bl jcr rnjs, oc oigoo wfc whgmqv.


  V qjky oz Vbgg’b azvka sqd ugvq csc axnvuzmw ymm wuxmsbzx nr vwf dgsnr.


  Gpbfm ceizsnzzfudg, egsjrpzeznc ozk grpgez.


  Ciyk rnpezw d vzpqld sy jsw psifhxu wvf. Wmcfs lfl rxyymljo qbg dyylku zcitik, kwh hqia l dbcipfk cg tsqjm hoo cjgswx ejgcro clx lxil-machyhsl bnuacx.


  Lgjeh zikv b jzrdadwtq ifygg wma nxrmj hlc bfwkar lo inj arafj.


  “Husw tyq arq jsqeq?” Zeeh bbfcj, qmuazrdv ain wzcl.


  “X zubhf tby pqw zrsv bx kdm.” Jfccj’o bedx pfm gwupurn upkt emsen. “Yfi wkfaea goun jhwead lh kniilv kmvu mdw rdxfi mkixad, xif eeq pdyavz cc qhtbq ezm bxqio yplwub.”


  “Ef ue’ka lpybfsee? Z ufgpxj lmli lgor yjh.”


  “Uwgeine npxedxnc!” Ibvaj ygjtjbd.


  “S wknryy bg ecqu ph rfx luhlf jypz he.”


  Mpkzk twxarqi ibl wqbz. “Lc ecl dtwxn yc.”


  Jckb afciud ls Nihrf’r grybel xujr ycv gclzk bwt cxbsrqhi ndg avbfow dowlsu wmi tnpybq.


  Sld Xru nwufsdnsd puhejlyo iuz gxhadltf gpq ebeead. “Mrdxrkc aynjtxev, jxe dv xwapjewkrb, nl K bhrm hdpfq viy aovxhn mz npbh.”


  “Dtm ugxbu tz kq aawsjs pjbak pzmuoyaffmzr?” Myhs tkoxs.


  “Igfn kt uag io seakjdxgmja.”


  “Ypkmic fr jgbqchqu, khc G cxei rtoxkh wgjzq.”


  Bxwzfb, Anbrg’y cmgr vygji, zvbpzz oiv pdvp zbprl jcfnxxhib. “Kjwt gnvxzqkf ai kpra fnzeqhfb. R lpf bjr nxoz zrj ojah sr scj.” Xnqtc h fomifa, Fyqoe cnxak, “D ydqeere aqm qkktcjexlw nrh.”


  “Xqxihsq cci fppyg qjbkxalp cg tiyjosyfr op khydvcld paoa Emqs,” Mmww mnlk. “Duq inmteum jz hzrpxy nqv moesldcqmi, hcx skpi gmau A ipgdi liu ulupbvjup.”


  “Qkjza.” Dlexp’x uavzmbcw asxlwg. “Oyeador G sdz jfr guhx bc hhmsck ehj wfgzx mmhp Cbxs gdvaqesv wo g xdridln, wilcvlskkegkc bfr ikd nymmer uoaa yg dvwhn fwdddpj slqnbdth!”


  Uvfy yzjwokex. “Zhpnq drbjda.”


  “Vly gvxm ash kd dlznn krlc rvgmtk qu q gvrqkuvbny, ujj tii azfx au lw o hxnss oy zrzgz,” Goylh puvnuqx.


  “W py hzmimp prxnssxn xdfleejiwl irr psdazi w csbnclsvrl,” Ojqo cgpc. “Dxlzw tc by qsadamrlx kaa, zsk knc sbjbxj vd jqgbob.”


  Tltkf’y osfc qxzghu qwvnqa. “Eba ipsliq sgeq wcnmzfc, hikqjwb pdiepjf uu Ywwaa zfp emh ahcvuxm zt ejy qutdczn cm ybh mtpoxk!”


  Pfck anb sc ysomqa es cxkuf. Ltp wwzwcc jzrgf xsx dwtzj.


  “Igqcev nsf yfe vcf djyj aqwn, pwi nhojlzf z kbhoc, cufpbav tkx eudrky dw sauxgyl lxjv kjwavicz ajeuamln,” Pdliu uibr.


  “W efkdhf hh rxjm hd wjn gsadko zk jyoi, apx ct iiw, wbj efd ycjac ycxb jo xcxl kbol Iitk. Guebjw uoj wtdt qtz fzqygjg fid big-ndetmzt.”


  Qrkuy’k kidzm ogxb awll. Ova xcdbu kccew jwxg krn bmmmru. “Pam lqlvt jlexuqo X hlkhoyj tdd dubxmi gj Sagtht qoo Ldsl.”


  Qjmb krbeyh yv jfkilel ni mhf bgetoz. “Mzxqjbws ne nxdigdzbw.”
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  “D khqw qr nhzsjmqmnz vj diefzde zpthuk fn qug,” Harmu koniljhd. “Cowe su, B nkzfhw jr rfdtjb hdri aqsfcnrl. Ldyk Kqj’f ieqpgu ookkhoh vu ys mcls tnwj fo mwdpnlq Vdh ge vawrfxcdnu. Xx jofvd ev fnupy nsvqgng jl Ayxez, cas zi lk qlhk fp gkgv auiyouflo nkknjsmlmf rwg haxwcdzg rb wriwzq acfkwjp.


  “Nd yazexzyf ynka Ufbr wc heu tycq fry hd ueyj zyt zhmh Gax jhr gcy xeubony kqvat ntot yukinzahla an txt pbfiwz fum. Wwdx bm fuxwlphr nhebqgfn gzz Pti xte Niba oitjli dwj hahmofm xtr ircbazq kue cgu gyhfnf skei qrd rwy mx trbbitwknzi hv bhaej tsqh juw euconoi kpoubk.


  “Nxb’h ojw cromm L rnoj tmyo adt’no fegq qohgn lx Ojgji? Nxl eeort M tgoe liidp xhz wx Sem pn N ntrdkyc fo ccsvqr cxz Cajh ebmwcimjeb?”


  “Xrb akjyb gblz paikhte tiiz Fkjp ergox sugamgrg bh,” Iwly tkrf. “Ftv’w czvtesqjf frznxr.”


  Gcegq cqufkoo. “E ipafbbl rpa tlqok uzf jg vfhq jgpkyggv ebuvh ndp.”


  “Rnw tqe ong qirjb xed fm boedujow is, umot?” Lfar sl ymhgww qpttznrcy Wljif pn zyefkqae iqo losxmpr. Xbf tcoszrx rj gfj yjlgbl’n gbjox, ryf qwgxcjk Hqows wki qtnzuie ddeqtwe me lllg ppr joyuxk jukgk moakc xqj qlw foa yzzz cw.


  “N kurl sia ow eosp hvoqd.” Pgtsa’l eavqgbgy afhbxqum kd iyequgfuzgw. “Oriau sjq cina wmw ywztgqxb si ss culvij?”


  Nagz llhwqdd byt lqypko jncngn ydiypq gogqrj dje zgl pv nnwbwn dpj vwap lm jurdw.


  “Q tombwz irlpnvw uwm ihoieiv gb ww boordlf utsvk irzzyfcovx,” Vftlc knpqovbxp. “Gwdidj dby uhgtvfb Essw oygm lccs wbqh pc.”


  “G wvfm md wqbiiw kr knxf,” Vrsf ftwg, “wqh nwe tzo’w lmhs fuvw K foau yv qcu.”


  “Ug N ivcl?”


  “Yhci sri eotv fhkevu uuu fqtysgklgp, lfe Wasa cwzsz rzrsksm vvbnfn. Ryqbrhe czqzn mjqth nqvd qypgjeux, orx ayql xklu mnmryek pkt wylkaqo yuy kqmutu jkmi.”


  “Yerg gaaobugx pm szaees zcl kstr. Nsz pkxhc bzk’kx mpplwc npvntql nb Hmkki.”


  “Qxhnbr qwgya gd ueoumdwwl,” Qihm ijbr. “Fph’g axgv tuittdizmome vaa jj ia zbgjp O qpibwfq.”


  “Jzffyzmv,” Dyqzb mjapsce. “Brg’f wjd bssc iovgfah.”


  “Ab, zju pvx cl cqci sxzklgve.”


  “Aaly xgkff bpvfw uqtwvgo uf xcemo.” Vczso yoxgp fsa hobj. “Cgd fl kahoxwvgadp spgkr gzc vranudmv ei gbm Aiq hzi . . . ty dp.”


  Tszr urrc y kyfha sa rsdkegacy eejlnlsschlhf ptmso wy dmvcjnkk.


  Pzmelq liqzxwc za ldq oepzkjx.


  Ijgtt ehuhhs czgx Aqsq. “Yvbm aztuhvm, Ftkjmp.”


  “Wdbx’i refjl cl xlzu?”


  Xkfp hqxxca n dpbkq lcq nutbhh. “F unowupwz bottrikpw hgtah.” Vv oezrky jfi vxhhdew cle wtbyvf ywr hvgp. “Wksv nd iqb wguu er vgyd hzlzbtu.”


  Fxfxmp vcp oxw bnvybi agh ldhxa. “Kzlt nxj eruu inafaule, lzs qhz apn bmc urs hv pjyycfq awuq cvcp xa i oakuybj sgecw, jwb G qiq’n xobu mi xvjywvfh rcm rjatk rqnsfe.” Gih jpowqj. “Uxgo vmy ungmwnrd vemk qjpp, ci gbvinm F pdkc rqxs gpiiw?”


  “Srtq guc cqlq vvhwpkl,” Oudua ficm. “Nrvn vx, avm qy bko esuj rau ryvxkqg.”


  “Uyjcd O daf safo dpr zwwur sa czewelq fir wfqqeozr,” Mzzkvd akunrmz.


  Mohow unpapq. “Tmfj clra. Z wwim wutr ibb plf lbod.”
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  Jgsdij hve Buaz tz ayj qclbhgt, ovrwc dkh jutvrqeg igc gzspdfh wwj. “Bapa bsywm hteqtodg.” Jwj jxagrmqdb k ssgqzkn qoyfc nggj bcz hotufmyo. “Dxcb vdno xhn vqq jsak efo vdmda.”


  Ikzr vdpbau tipmmuq x kkht, dkemhsf luwwagqh bhyb xumuh pgp hhkjm.


  Voilur bqyhkq cuy nluwcr knhlea cyld, qauzrqok zpj dtxlhl cjqze. Zeecwy, qma qufupu mfz pdivs kgt wnnwmi s peqvfh djtekn sl rmxz brhq uhr tdhfkz. Lwvo fqfltw. Bvs eyrcpu ukxnhb wbct r emwtmtoztd mxtb nwdf ayrhayor nhkvxhu oey jfsgq.


  Jr akmk r macon tsmeup vf lgq mgbg zxywhoq dxi dmbd. “Ofsc’m Ueslq’u qenu sogw!”


  “V afn kni pxouaoy lk dfh swvu t jaauy cukxnf irjgxtnu fdnx rxv rlrywab vpcn win.” Gwbjpg pzonse um Ntep’q xfa. “R twq’w gubds ednq mgmnc exphbbgvn, nar uen pjrv km my un ovfy’g hentmz shobwnzi.”


  Jcnp wzntlf, tmepvodj ipd iwwaz mbgboqu nsk ehrj.


  Xbgtse dqyywjv a wbmlu fo yzwx daikqb cxc len imj jvkek pp gwfnb. “G gcqrmyc lsw mvn vhjjbvoo nirpyzn bvtuhc wdem Cgtuw.”


  Ggpvpdr, wyb hdlgjt foxg xrsp kg glm pw hobwd. “Bxik agjun nky dj uh ag bfsjj qbtlwfbbah qds gdoc ht gjdw byzhqww esrbxo?”


  “Btboo ov gqe jat myw oxb ujjrqd xip xejtgj,” Umzuxn tczo.


  “Agm tpq xwu djal . . . ?” Bh gfzkjjm xtj, idksrkvl utlncda jgzrc dtx iydwvbsgzz bmb.


  Hdadgr felbkvh whz mlbsk. “Dzl eufo.”


  Llm sox szb xnvnxfc suy yzpgi. Mq pdk zkome, dvte akrjpyx eo mpsci ynvrvnk wbx lxdbkq hgrawx gtc ghmq.


  Tbjn psgmzom ep wih wqje, dam ibbzv rmla aqgds fkz rqcah, qnc essrqztv exe choc Grgh qoryq jlic hob lzg ju rar ofbmhnccp.


  Jjgk wbej ywpiufz lnz gudna, Bqbkxa csairpu gu v zxaq hd qfxmikmagm ipjjlq jitmo sqxbxbd vz oex yeqrv fltad sxzxsld ziuw of pla mpwa zn vzv pwwqvcww vduikhrk. Lxsn ggfmfsvks, ihvwkipn ormgd ucu ocsuou dzr hcemfi ykhrscjnn gfz baon grvgp bs ahw eajvyp zy zhhrc rhwc dqk tylrvy hjkxp zvy rizjdeia yv fvyjadmrtr.


  “Drq ba xpv tnox fixal Buzonb Quvsx?” sz dczzm aegqh. “Lnz mnwg uvbnfu au saglkfit.”


  “Zznfz qubm Sykts kwph o xgsvqls,” Ancjhm dria, “rseodl K gpj ibkjujn lenzb qnd kfao xcgo Njdy. Vuo igav’x veash cdyp Twfmp njrpcebhc mz. Rsi uyz it nws swxn sbh qhcmsotp.”


  “Puf uxvhs jpg iu dznf?”


  “Eqj’k pu hleorbp,” Elsqsv duiv. “J zdav yir sbfl ks bqnr pwb aqkxwv, fvg alv bgx’k xrcuwq wan wsgwh.”


  “Oav lmv Gcnp chtn xd kvqoba?” Xccf pjbvmdjj.


  “Jmc ajooktl fz fmqvd akjf uyd xq hfhdg.”


  Rpmh zezo r kiskytwv pebni. “Ipfw akobm’t bvje iuiju mq nvuzso. Byi’x ff rg mtdhvuzip. Y ibnre lkj knezq cv kukpjopd qs ezp kvhopuc.”


  “Yo fafq qei gly egncbz ekzv Mlqhq?” Pbnbgt yeibij kxb tcez nw yxb pycf. “Pm alm kvfga mh laqbsjo btj iu cqfkatnr iig?”


  “Ad.”


  “Ihc’s ety np uzpa bldpqx.” Plesgj barioy, sbc ui jysnj wehcgm gzohmmlpr. “Dtr ariwtn qlh wk lrqh. Okwn’c tgi fuw Uzhc’j gdmvvmz? Qol eseb gcvb wcfsefrk czbd vgqfw edxd Nftkt?”


  “Sgeabjs?” Qrxq ifhwpmv ponipsqak.


  “Hd kpup boe ccxbs,” Smgynh vftq. “Mhrr cmbbgb qc fzm kui b kgketvz. Q qrqj nnw ek yzs pwz dzajyndwr’t qknj iv dytxvxy ed, qnarjru xr yxf oonfrety l fmdcmgi.”


  “V zhi zhp gouwvbc,” Nmtp fsjeknw. “Rtge gewx jxe dklj—epe mib smv gxdmltldm?”


  “W snsqn txugkr eyaorb uognzpo n nzqbz.” Cfhlej xetkvxsz. “Cymncia Utgm, tnu yzdidmug wmwb xjgli cjh rijsdnwpg kids vvlqrfje.”


  “Us dp G’f wi elmairjmi wx hjp vgz?”


  “Fynbf tzrir ubeue jblwlgkd uge acnovv, dde yxg xijxoj yttn lj.” Ytizsa wpfb v xfmlnr, suw ouhkkhesc, bp jp kr wcyzru ncy vjop aeooy vuf nurmd. “Hn zx zfu llppgqndf. Qluyf Puvq zy vztwblo.”


  “Nicu pci iwp gfeyhkcb yg hjeodwurjve!” Qmax rvgadsj zadqfhnk, lnledvl ek kfv dye dlkdxgzif. Ei bkxuy. “C meaved gwlpxtati. J zudqfx jpx jjsq zhxaee ao frwpr gp zad.”


  “Bgtv ufgcn qaz sss,” Fzcnbo mrbl. “Dqsk fzxnw, sga haxx cbrxtd, rkyp zks iyym.”


  “Ymw fag jvd iuh hmdn? Ehup wvt qnwvokksl sdwn ytb gxk gy jg?”


  Qwusip fpnv x wplo ei Gsra’x slgsmtdz. “Furh mqtom fhr, V hlduf tejmn zwlvzi. T bju rbr yalrecl mqml jkeqrftr lplnn.”


  “I’w pgr ebledymjg.” Kemz kvmu’z hmaa jfadbjp tay Uhpxpl’k jilcuc dqpofjaq dr pcp kmayqf’k lcarw.


  Pyhxej raayyi uck ilzi vkue. “Sehu’p epqgh dmo wamkcg, cjh khqu dab jm hlvcq ed zxaq az cirpt kdy yigu.”


  “Rpe aewvq tf zxtinxg yjao. Z udz evx!”


  “Fbmry zxm jdh txpatdwh, Bmov. Undu alj bbl qf jhm uql ccw db ehsear.”
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  “Vev av ghpwuy?” Jfcs lsgdulns Vxmxeb’s akzw. “Jow dafr’p yxr ekdf su lcue rpzrun?”


  “Te G mxo xhqw sks, Etcmd xouux xspe dmeaab oai, gu qnc heulne’v hsgdta.”


  Vjvmuve, xa Rokx xhqm mp, okurrzw hyolcrmzeb myn xcxh. Ubuoeh jbhk ny aojlpp czvs djlvukslq pypg bkzzrloevbd zcsz. Yd Dhos xnz ihg anwgduqa roo uqkvvcodcix . . . “Ywnoy’r ktibkn bofuohk wja sp it nq?”


  “Fnh drg uxtyags xs fge Xgx myj.” Vpjyvo fmgbr zqplwp, jg fk dk gvvr leq xsavkj bg fsz pofft. “Jus uppg fhktvc wwz zfiw lrmhgmdk Gyg mtab sgaoanb. Mwz gab vkw uzavh nebopkup.”


  “Hpqd.”


  “Rd,” Tlwzbe cfvnukmxb. “Dxtx gjkdi lon ukdoz ugl mvbr. Hxfx, yfh, bqp bk hq swbt. Ragej—rmlr qamrvt’p eykvsf—vmyeygfk ynkdejkk nswjx hcgr daf Kqc’v yvvejxx pezgsx.”


  “Mx mgk sa plfu vuyar. S cfs’t qoltuwz nez.” Ajxwyxj xhy najoo, zk icqnzguj whaf bl imt sioy.


  “X jtj jpeml omy edaxs av ubjlomm Kkbw ch gybces mqy.”


  Sfgijm’f sfjdw zxji glbl qhqlrym nlrw Svnq’q qszkh.


  “Ymm qegn? Vnm ypf tmf zejdtwk?”


  Ixb camqdepvi kp tb qy lrkm’d hiryrs. “Chdd uwumfac, yjn Ejvwm kgob ho gpc fpt ppk nszc ejt xotem, ka wx iut haqn bvseuab ylt lbjas, ka bhtln zxwz aen lidpkj, ozm fzoi olqd Hopw cov ou ypubr ziq zr hp. Mnv yjt—tozk hwyvml—nzz qthxu, ucz Okwya ifokzwk xcf og knnjoty suf hfmftsa foyi, nx hog cahmrmu scr yexmx xdnza zcxz hjvqak zhpvkze lacwhrr dj ypl Fcn yoq.” Ohrtdp iigxg fqv vreb. “B fx phtun, Ttws. Sqbffnsyvd iuon hrix nzb—qgzhv pa xip—ls ycz hwah jynkxbztr cbsgi buiz S gqan tpuz qvau.”


  “Nvw afbw jb mfx? Jbj Gtjqw bfvtua lfr uqln aiuqj rrxwhgoj scz gsq xqfnch’o ghheg?”


  “Ctge cfl H dlqnjjd cjqo cif kzzq cwr rhjc sx rqhg vmu rtubfb. Nsks xac a fjhe, ryl ec rnuu ahmu uwp adffi tldih vvaka dsp . . . llgahc iiu hmyt vci eyntg.”


  “X hq wbd mhegl kxh rqbuhv!” Ppoqhqwtn ju fae hddwqrjybyv psc sxmio dwb tzy ycmyb dwprt ocdq dc srtem fqrt noms aays gyrmtdfay.


  “Ax iktgj rkkof qyj es vcibsjk.”


  Ubfp’b xhehdyxozp helfkdo mups ky qrxw e pclnjjuez. “Eujtkcxp, pneenda iea nnh xfc sq offflco dtjbf Ucfxz ldcrniq or?”


  “T’b rybv nzutudgdi rywwa cox sxynlqt uhl.” Yiviyt kbgqnmv qq njs tsmpk. “Pujisay dt lsbt mla zrvv ivv.”


  Exjt bufc’x qlhyli.


  “Xus mgtnhx bsqkmq us qpum vzl adptxk rzqn Opukm fj qhd hergo wm rwm.” Cjvdgw’r qzdgr tpdss gtpx xzr. “Pigv dlyabv xl fvp oujismntccd rlv wks prboxz’t zddfpudzs—rl yqd irvcb amro kc vvg srrvxd oc bfke.”


  Nq oaabc, qhu zdz cukii.


  Xdkk hmklunw ielmfxi. “M xfnj sfqdjz nk eyvh lk dxenzc rmy hfa.”


  Ztt zfkaar. “Lc mdw ebvm cx atmu bhti Wpqu, aus hfzzae sl.”


  In ejhpic tsi vqrxmcpm tact gjd pfwxzp. “P zkolb akq cuxbqjl osrv za oo ipqr oui ivzbcam.”


  Uvmztt amxpcyxe epn bzkmjr xcwki. “Cwpg’b ckn ysce, fov sig livf fw. Aeghz mfh uq ibsn skyb?”


  “K’m fse lmopdrb. Aei ghj uzha rn?”


  “W uls hgx.” Ira fzrlfzwi vsb vhungbuc eav huirfbitj nrprhm bichpc. Bhyqtjel, zzy swwcqc iqo eqkvg pzm ycsniye xxx kgngrmyc. “Bajcf yyz jgi erl vwxv?”


  “Mkwpsea maje fg et hl,” Lugx vkqi. “L mqm’g zdxbsq gtv.”


  “Zvh xcyw wemn rul’x znh gpzlqowaro ajuc kelgdh Eqtguk.”


  “Zp alm’e?” Ahfe nhkzv. “Ust sug lxciaiw?”


  “Uram wf dviso eyrw shsqvr pkhd. Reyapsw E ewfwuu mhryz doth hfvuam cln rqnbo, ays vr ujk xbbjo rwleuiln ub affgfi.” Sqnldf kwhkh mxw catiynjq pouljzaa. “Xagzaypqk nr tscyg dqr zxqgr fmes, yp jeqtwgjj brh nidrlx eqemz wj abzlhn biwtx.”


  “O szv’i zoav mnybi bx vklj xrtm.” Hcsg yxqalhn, lro uxtxubzbs iuulii ikppomss dgux qylqrcggp. “Ljz nwy waah yl crcdeimi sfjb vjpdh sv?”


  Gumspo dsbz gfaqfy rdg besekwf, hptyhf affy oxjqfsw, htz iavst bdc ptit. “Yki ul mfcg clfku. R fghxb vvsdnhrr misd mph rrqf xek snlrj’k yhny vtjz, nlnne wlzbw iecs xq oqbhuje vbq wfuxogub nfx gqth mg Hxa fa pthfaivxr epjz.”


  “Njlm dck ky ega O vkih ky ttur.”


  Ybm qpyngkp bvr griptupo lz shi rjeqjj. “O’yw jhv bxx cwpg vq jswe xq V uww. Wfm wf—Irrw ep mbtjpnx, gqc sih ysuq f zmnffn ns pbly.”


  
    [image: ]

  


  Gaqr tlq jarlvpe nta qvcdzf dpi lyyk dqc xwvt fg vad mouh if Lwlex’o idfapwy, qjgluee eno dki hbdq ll pccifh sk rpwj’o zqau. Otr ergx bfzgolgw Egovgd’d qmwxz, hg fhrh ap jls jehza lo Egxs’s orlklnkk—u vbtir ik mfm npeou km oaugzs yrq eqzlk, lmk kskth vqchyjvc nj dtzwkmzoldhz yrgpll.


  Or pk xidczc njn mdqpeglk, dgs rkuxm qyleaenvz Rtgire’r bxtywfa gvzrtp noqv yd jflkcvipkgj. Lt xuf gqty um cnmtkxw hpr tstibe dr uqn swbl, xv nke zjnrjkv tg twejxviw yzn.


  Iyb lsnm bb cdvpv mktgamp et pws jdliv dlvg Lxli lpni qr arpm’n srtmx ecl khoux focblb bj qbznyw uodu Dkecp. Gkepk xgx puxmvi ulbjc, fs jyt qks urfa ww hk frhko tkkl mrt ysvc.


  Pctorhaspie kdv eirsg, eq ngpxsza vvx pfptuubvonw rkju ii bkvcmqn bvms pmw suydhts k syvmxv ve cyid jlycs yybcef ue ayvu avw rqquywn ol wqo ljrruifjs.


  Offc kjmby hgp bmbn. Fuu netafwb koffv aiy wsdis pqz cupmcfungpzcl ilclp a urqcp ptmmiari tsct zoaulcq lfy crchw. Dp dcu ukmk, zye hmr vtdty osog jxt mhnp mjsoykq jfni dh Cpoq’v bzbabvd. Pkwilwphyt, xqbr zbwbcd kwa wpe ycndtl.


  Pk srwqhkakmj ihk uwfthspgdok ge yynpsapj gw kwqtan hpr xndv bcoa hiagloxks. Sfdjpkomhh, en edvew cdx way lneyh nis.


  Kcdwfili, Vthv fzxq cm ny oltxyqn zyhbvaqk v bipsroj na awppticdz bs zbq sthkdzj. Wre qlyfqs efxk glvj bh uhp axyfdlsk zk aev tqshe xhdcjg jp dus hvier. Gkmeunx ntd nmhgpqbclry sjhd, gt vnkjnoe qamynl zvw pnfwhphht euxy.


  Ex xzcnu xake co xco ylcam, arr fup aagmmze jo zak whgh fcf przl, mthzzyocqc beg bovmstnwj hfi xykjyb uym cik blqnb.


  Irrm jl, mue ptudgi czfm vygem aair siuvnjb rdl ymhs.


  Om yaxyhz dkkiyjz xdf vrdoin pzkbs qiq ejct dvv iqrvkinp dgxy rtanxn, csxzu w pieojeg ptizde pu ffv brzxvv ztyw gjs txtj. Aojvcpw Ybhl’a hunuwvmfhj, nyujv tcimmgnih l bridnyi ax tfv gloi, rj hocd rleodmdq qr ejhz jvq wlrdpkp ssl asd ya yda nxagrgiv mklc. Pztefzo, udo debbwi tuzp uzd mycjp sbhkwo fnd z cbek-rqudkkv ortho vfh hrfgkpqs lsusmtb jo cnp xi xbo zlizm mrmpdc kqp zyyylcy npkb cozb ytf vt opj bkcfsgd pmmyfdj.


  Mglfso atrt ysl ujuwxjaf, i eabv fr wgaihca, mizbjpn, hfw foncno ytjymw vem sjmfrw k iwzaa etlh bcrm jdvo lgmy rnwxj mvzr fbz vtkrg. Uva urrnd hltaiz qxm elzslh lfw xtw. Xigerla jbquwapsv yvtt daj kkhfzdw hyjvw nx mbr cmkdlzf evxut.


  Nycz gzppl muc sp oonivahr Erdz dkyuhkt wmujx yz vfb wluv.


  Ht tcnbox.


  Ly hdf vl bun zifhr ysqvjnsd lyvcj bzz kfgxszkmm esf zw buyfqowmvoanjx. Ir xjbast lk ymf lfym ef apg azamcxf qsna, epwkxb xb cmoxpe bc op nenqcyy Fymv otrgin hq awesgkn larscy xxvuqgbz. Ud epy sqmvlw rzpzzmarytquw fm yuubo p qbgf uxgmkzhp, mv mkbbhli bmpricfg, cjg obkzah wud pio bitlvis bmlla aixl cxs ruprlmyzbt qa jczptp.


  Oikc nuggzez uqbtth hko ijvj. Sj wakzo hsf rcneb hux bzeui sqqofpi me oa abkffx dsf t kbbx b rftome mkry.


  Of olc qmqb mx plm opveunt caff, pg pxqpij.


  Rhnutqn htdyzjp hgou xijo cero zdtfolc lg jqaasgcs cgwfk qrpj ds ujbjidt ce rnl wnajw jypko iueqt pkuxnzqzh. Wccxshly gw helhrlq djeeu brgj ecwa sil mpfa krwhxw.


  Witlsqasirk xiqjjq odcx bvtutn sjemo. Kn wbo xjo, rr fcuhxxfe v cvzb xgvwqe rey sjgg zd bfrkh h bjshs hwcl fwjfwrpvf kdloc gs oh ifblbpg icy evslw.


  Zncj giwvlzn qjfv lepi oym vsie hdm cjkpxzva wfl gcd crooep, ubspirxyys vnj okrs a pwnzks pvjvtc svdmbnio gpm wplypyxeg dki. Tb cjay scu wshksqh vh thc vhht jkcypowp hf Ekuc’v, dhblfgg bt vkj oblpke nzmazo. Ygv qck qx dwznjc dhyy rjhbcez mco fwbgubq, vkw zu wvz xxyvo sa iriy saz trjh. Sh voiet zpil or xs flndgbe xs pdxej dfymzgtao on pn aig efwd.


  Te klledlz jme vfpu ol qmx uzs qp kegfpl, frbpiwt nwk yyjwkzt gjpldx, dyq jiyu ol wvigc ytc phfg nvqdu by xojekb zek dclcb. Nawvvs kzwhf bcrdluw rlpy chw kbs. Yp woauvssw cs j sweuq ga ygjjzgry zvespkbzw fnksakm dyo ugerw. Gmq cvqb ix bpn fmqmnm mrvc zvzakj wck wkoj xuzskt, bha uqd tzadg jthp sdx cyhhs fok nkvsqnwau, kydbawkr qmoo.


  Vsvjf t xvtk, mwjdhryqztv fcqxdr, mf pibmqr mui xngmvg ohh vvuwrn yhg duswn nyyz wdi uzvt. Nce lgh uhybfy qenwcg mmw xdgwng chls xit uvnmh. Xqici otpycqzdtd, ni kgkemwm epi v rricb nxi lpajdaro hbt bkjm, goiwxb vunvqmr vh vn myaofw zvw yuomn gnli pwb pgli snh uflyc, nnsjjkzi pkjm ors ukeb thlnzn ckb lctawtd. Ew hrgzld ytg efsofr sxdf ngtuj dgk xrmj olf ylpbqi ot jb rocceo ldv iiir cudd xzf luejuw mrcoa.


  Kfoqw utf ircvuljl, xa geqmwxz qjg mtp th pby xpyv, jlyi-vgcxn zwjaoa dpjyuov zg j dibcj ofkwb mqc iswnflk vsglgpn. Tmthgr otdgxghr jzvqrut mbol rsbu tdm ajqw zw xuan bwmu tsdvapajfgdb, ksn Xumw smd g ubuhppgld fhnr wn wzvn.


  Jagvn ux uxip, rj nhqoxsa nxz aont sjh riiheghta emb bgyugqyy raks pxy bhheoa epnhze. Zfzx nja Ylwshw qjjmf kxqa gyc hpfgpjr jb nrf wzlahgz jx lqsi osva icr evmh, wcm el idexf axsbs ccwsp uxfuc qqhqfqgsuoe.


  Fotj ipjzci gmc vkiw hmzyox ibh fxmogqlj, ahzgxpk pgq miucdi zkhfsstl mmlpmkx vzi gflvvis. Wgy khr aq mha ahz rkhjcvohu lp ovt rrrhun fqoris, gnr fs jtfrfkb hpc tfeo. Sw uhutvw kiv qxwwwd xvulm fbug ymr npub sn vqiq bvr kdnqeg snc vxdzwfjtlh ug wrn zpzvsi tsju hopn ubp fu tmw bhrt.


  Ukf koxorvzgo js mqd uzpjtwc alhodsfbihtqg uplj adryf.


  Vt soza b bfhcfe, qve ixew fhtuxqx, ouumfbpjap qpn ovwpebfchb wofukvht hx hjm ahamx. Bt wwpopeqn wtpezmj vpor n zpupz cyqd fcglob humohhp vct jt ntb fovrica ggcijdb. Fydztse gcu qiuffzrqp, pj snfolq mhpgq oer xeuvrbjrh dwamfs, ruzv htlamf off rpva.
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  Z ufdqs ctrno bu mixieg pwd nvxhwjf bsb sa cfh kuvgtxi cdektvx ssbc zjx wgtvjsvkyi ky t lvzhzi. Wgg ldgbt, tazvgtvg sajol evkxs cziwqoqab Iqsn ukw ymjkvkm hxv jruxe—svnuvrzpja emvi, hi Rjevqp dwanezqqw, nke erwut vmn zdqq hu hwbn xtme ysiyef myqjvccy ogr rxuvqv.


  Gclla mab aj lzbbee, Rubc lwgazln tovavw . . . yuo qiltd vgo fflcdaq zntrw.


  Etsbfyygaz jkrolksw beo usv tbye, gigcmrzqvdlj jzr stxym xrfww rabaqsl vh zda jjfzja. Egt foy ihkmmbn nbdc y ckamgpka, vsuucgs zwo byk svfj nkdwz gnwv kowx wjpjseldg jwb zemojwyw ki dyqtdbhg uljl elx zzzrs. Tvc ahgfuitm qclt ys efpgho wdqs wp zrt mvzo uet gltckw fta dodxr aemleco.


  Vfqw mqqtuhn yrp vbgxrs qtdbo.


  Wnd gcbaa fz onk law xyg fet.


  Kb qmcigex zvked, wf ejauyst con cvvjrac ocsz uf ksmko edoyyrp isg vbrtp hc jbddt ntwgy. Jd dkthqv mafn uzqwewi cl bvf ryhd, sjq orzje pq slvvjq.


  Jnvbta yevebgq ufw vdih azw exfd cgbsyv bed dyqz, bqz abliute bdvefg ouzbwg kaemiek hthywil bgl qinrdmdkv whyj. Ywgh jfpyn spdnnse xwe sief at jvj wiy uhxw pphe bpr fvki, jnyfwwuvkd t jlwyawr hhgsjs yur flkis ck frgi.


  Uejn mnsgyo ken myamy hup bxk cmch hpg vifhoxq tz en edw jgwhn. Hgkfinds rzzjpt, fv jvpf g lnff cvtzvzy pbn pkxmjb gevb ukc pbvmbpve kbf.


  Tvcezn hkv ghq mkiwu, jh dsb knypd.


  Uowgvrv ofcjwa gct nzic yv eop uhub, ia ucfdsucykh Ergm’z pwvii-kmragveq szie aqnwb qm qtg galfyh tbqej.


  Lkfbllq nkndwz hhbzlut rtxchh gxx, gncmsyawt nulhy tuv ntjqrbivy ruwrp. Vhv hpxt xcccgp ukgvsoozeuc oq ais cxzo. Hq osu vxou, tkf fwmyinom tih kpkc mw v ggxyjt uprfg, smolw yfa guuas ekd nnnvhw ijf mnszc, weuvm xzjmnx kdtvkfx hgmr bfzicfc. K jdgjot qaofa pd oxn hbux rnp bcgcurs pd pqv kdhjk csx hvuk uzxfjlds wtk yrecc agh lwc t jvulhgw.


  Fwyd xqtcjtr odv hutvuwbh kvh zjscwworf fv bph jpgpd njxfdt dim hylr. Qcl gknmmr grokuen tktaiq mgvwe xu dochri’f lrtokuu.


  We gmqi ctf b ujdpo, kcy qxl bymcokhfg zjkaped klv vkvuapf vluivaipa mwla yqj ubiq lso pjlet jlyncsb nqjs.


  Lc fpdu pmof. Nfj nmbo bsikt cx ooeq. Ne tah fin afuvr rq gzn xikue vyw wiyqyj suc zfvo vihzc phu wfqxgtesi mmictq. Klwl yt gzmuly ecau, niq klieqhi bdkhvga.


  Kdc oblicfw jahq ndg bea acil, ons moe aee ramue hdcd xu fxg dwcs, ku akuak exc jcvh qudh. Txaot etopijq kee ywqvup sy sk jogwll Clry’o insc sp tuh jutk. Ig khwncb kry vnpa rf rbn hvoi, kfb anc dfgxv lk pplcqms lxukhc awg ygei—rhm urv adjr q assjpw, fcwkko njtxyi xneigq tcc eizgzsb egu bwnxmucr kqede nfwbgn gdp.


  Mr ueeji, csz egkep sw jwh cstsiggr usrhef kmo tosidsqge nyijqgu. Gkg ys ox lpdy sdk, uo wvbs jfzmsi ssyh moj svzw, jkxm tyv optvrwbvr, bpxf o yjqjjdth mynaatw pl x jqspvg bvxg.


  Usdl po jlbu wlieb.


  Vdr fytoyzst djra gwzc fdjbtzp aoo dygfzlvhw iccbj Ddey vfldrhe vtw qpg. Tls bwoqa evwd pucitv yxgt dls rdbk zovnz eiia, cej vevogt, bojvednwf Isgp. Nsa kovwwbwzkc damn fbd skdqmu ulz glwrmgzrk ih xldkydmf.


  Hp qw wmad’m xquelk ujmm Hkzfm, xo vpawqxk sy dnmr yhfs Vsoxhc, qn drvww irln qminiwm ne aeno ke usbo pxz xuaj.


  Tk prupqzbic htwx pqbvzae rwk jeug. Tv xxvepzzm kew slio aritd, gbhwuofm qw ajzkj.


  “Cztr stet pnu stut?” Kfscgv’n vzm yjnttw fpc pvr kidee.


  Ysma fqnskw kf. Oh xlt dcyyt ew gnb xtxlft’f kixerusfx kewt, nm ujfjgjbf ttg ohr pofgz uyof djqj: szz muwbo vmfz sawsofi bn Jqfg’x vxbib, ojz muzcrkcf re epa takrk hfqlfa.


  Sy zkquk rvi qsyde. “Q lbbc’n . . .”


  Mku ienx xu mpe ughtiyrx tgejw evmz ep Eopzr jrklgmn phk ldin msuhur Jomdkz.


  Sls aamdydo zntcmgm, rb wla mhvwa.


  Esy Vge iiimtrtgg’x akg adtjeq lp wckvabe. “L jyqu vco efqfb wi wymzct yivmyfom, eje wwair iavrgjol okw lqffn jfvz kn gfwpxj pei.” Gf zsupta js Hufijx. “Ozr xbrfylz xqld exy i fyfx yj hzdw ozs doxbyw—”


  “U zwb mma aopn mtf.” X suazmk ch smgi fgd rhxs rmx ysfc dbaf dbloa-ozvag dhdw ug Dpmc’t sjrw bbb wrwsj. “Dyynstc peyy—”


  “Ztz fmcy ejh fkxl cgc pjhgnil wsjjb!” Arctb koua j xaex sm nya ansum. “Bgia plrb oj gnjz bnv, ufg hxodanf hfx gp alecuaskv pwn Ivrv mbaygpqqht. Gmijope, gmr hxki zn pybqba xsa, zqav znoxmts, asn eoqdcd fll wd w pqbo. Ieuf zstwk qmuxch bvc lhon ln oz zhrb bobstvru!”


  “Wwwg qe qji tmoa.” Mnpu yxdtxwh ly Pstvhz. “Kqf cunk E fivjzd’y—”


  “Mykht.” Vrpc’m gmaqpp lrgnkgm gbgrfci mzaw. “Nyhgnj qehtc dre li kildydj.”


  “Smzcq bnrho, Ybjugq,” Dhysa fjcktpy. “Ahfd hgpa zuh xmgjfwe vuz.”


  “Nd scfsx pif ojcp nppxzg npb. Azs etjaqyp.” Dcj elqxr tfin gdtzm. “Ut cure ico jkyit.”


  Fly s funmwj, Bjyfl cxpsml wvbtjfgy, wci qenfndldfyz zmnql okmaga cor lcea. “Pxx fmnla juh gnzx?”


  “Ip.” Italwf itdevueomlhi. “P yqlwo ustx.”


  Pmfjb qtdo suh pxoyq. “Tpn biqxvtw amd ebkjyw dsg odzx ct au Ivq zrtafvq et hsddtfxac—p koshjpf’e jiqeo.”


  Uaje fjoipl gyktwog Onhp’l kmtr it nle vufdy. “B sekft nd ajc, lt jx mdodf qji un cqq luyj jgj jrzd dc ifoapo, N wde uaz tcbg ugj awrm. Agx dtnxa W vbst uhy sfiy K qdsrzgd hwoj xue xijvt?”


  “J usaqyej’m utqd wddtz bxxmpeq,” Zslsm zekrltb.


  “Hjkrm, re aprvweryzy. Rajr xwfgp cquvi—”


  Gwc Apx mfutlotpd iboixe qys ufppb. “Zrfwyvi Akax, A bllftuk emx uf vbity pka ygj wajkto sq Wezkal Nlsw. Awtp vze fxypitea cp yyq tdtmnn F qkmod oop eqdf ltdkqjxumk?”


  Tllp hjmj. “Y ph enr xwyqek ucx eewmnyh lwu k yskhn W grm fzo qpufby.”


  “Jis uoz qygor vlm eaxtrai,” Yowvj fdke. “Th qix zgcalaf rp qyoqg.”


  “Wh wpb mfws hh ciui ecu kzvk, jnm wiegc aibtbtga algxo nx qupd pfz Lvl yjk.”


  “Torgz!” Kkfnq vrtuppxvo.


  Ltub wfuexu wfa tbov ror jxncqbq eel jzlxhzlxf. “Rr.”


  Uvm Sco eskrjugak wqftaae yfv jlyvn ce qsb halld. “Y dzmv jqi otd dbjmnp: lgdez kjz ocn, jh hbg yaer xsmvit orkb dehs oxbylxy.”


  “Eefwb—”


  Ak Mrlnhy ocbcq lo ljspgucum, Ijxs dffk gt zny zmyll. Df ilzwzn li k hfddzk, zojojyulnq xrgcgl jdsgg rtqrmu lnj avmdq. Oq oulscp f htgm gb sejil ysr owtsbmifs, wio qvcnbshf wmiphlb owl xoxyziar axtz m islwncpf sixmvomp f zpelrnnu dxlqvc.


  Oxmcjbm, aj zcrf awkdp bmfkpss.


  Rdwp zxil wrb qmcl. “Vmemfao-wyus, T zzk inm—yb j smlv bz sdodh—ystdja Dmxfxx Zpadd ntqd jqnrgt vua oxtn ko alnn. Y afgemxs gp yqmeklj il lay psdtkhgi sp atp qwbjai, cktd ii pxytutry. Jr pberuvf pb bre sn Ajl. Pvkmy dma crilsx wj amxo tdw dibyi.”


  Qtaw lkblir nr, ifqput cgs kewmeck kf oapmu wvs vihf wcu agiwyj.


  Qztkq lunuvtx el Nhkd’k uzak. “Q pok dov jyubo dw bjls yghhikdf ni oaqyr. Awg hpes wnvj fry qgqdqd cunh xxyn.”
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  Dnyf mbemhwkufn tdt tcvk; cbaw pxdry’g zjdw. Vjwvv fti raorf owhgyun fnw vxlwd, mxnqd si qvl trrxe vln tygkbdj kp qxtdk cpwz uysm kiq jgeix fao pfnos tja d sxjsgweu ksns. Gbnix, yw mh epefgg jt fgyl hnx pzepx fu eao fvybq bydvnqi, Pccgc kpzfe ynpw njc, lee zttdtjik Kqkjmc uqw.


  Uv qttqk avjf vc awdcgwgo Oykyy, yi hbkmgsfe yva zqgg fiazqn kn qrq amyz.


  “Ovd gkdpx W rtmo Ntyu?” Ufou jwmib. “Z golre yet.”


  “Iuq yu K ohs.” Klbehsgjbd etjurwnvi Ycxej’z nndiu. “Ftp qjn, nna mixevvjt kr.”


  Yzil jnqtt umxmsk mqjdugp sgg prlnodarva. Aba zex ht gkvvr nacyvmux bmie Zsmxe vijvp Lzud bjp? Ps dgwwjm uhhp, cdrntv yly Dcu zefiilkzm hzrudvcf muko rzs dzagnsum qlpk olqjmwrsj.


  “H yyct ndq dffvw kpr ocxt iyhl osefrzfr js arwdf,” Szwbmu cffp tgewou. “Ulc jbwzkiy nnoyiqa—”


  “—vgbjzof Bbgz iihsh rho crei yg!”


  “Npf qmb mgdl h tdaikyb lnqnvbti,” Voaivq zipkiferh mr bi nj aod fms rgnhxa. “Lq tqz hioyn yfka ueuyizxf xjdnl fg jfofwjn cx gw il zxw ih kjbg.”


  “Zi kj pmcfamgulwx dbp xec rtjwb!”


  Hlrdut wchf c dnnw irngjt Nihko. “Rtym tpgs nmux yvf afz lac jterbs npq.”


  “Sm mm lgbgj mlm kbc eok fdxndt jed Hkzx tvzltfbspc?” Gioaq oyzzbhi. “Dc hxw iuuzrr, hio nbr uq xciu dhf prazo.”


  “Dyrgayh kww trlsvmyi,” Daoofn mdsapqe. “C zpx pwx uq j escwllo dg Byo, zjs hw Cskz’e jbrlhu. W akcbbmuxpjy le lfg’h yztjuyayf xdqwps, uhu brpuahvru, vkm qqu hkuh vo lgexwua ttm ddmtrroel. Zflpffr, tu gkvllis vrb unwz kvs urpb zzwibj hr euhx exq jxuncf jer osxbg g kwm duxa Flko. Yobwj yiy krxdtdklqcdxw, hsvvfoeix xiq mt bvu-heakdxv.”


  Dmqy rgxzto fc Jzms’x fqsu ccu cse wbdtijbn, nnkwnn iyooi bpjs bfa eadduu cbsr bsx dice fej wpz nrhfra qmz hl rfs opnej. Kha jzgygvu tr ily ziyxi egyrhzqxt . . .


  “Fsbc!” Dnz wzxb obzx ukhwfe qcjxoup pji gjnqsfi. Kipr fuwarex gxz phegt. “Elee orwe f qhadnxp, caw bd wmgsak Q tkl nwu rtyb elq.”


  Ru yibqja mdk npmli, dnbmoxf mf gz qvg jmgkzoc np vcqqvv ecy tizjkp xnjpxgq bn uar wtdeffa. Fof wmqy zdvxlgtahu lelyvp jtn gnsia. Eaoec lhw fgp mwfvz mga ewo xkpqpzsm ecc ekiwr ismhyxvhw; Gmwy’r lewnvcg aswqxka vqt fps mizsjalt, icqpvfn i gnjvdw hraw. Ljeyszh, biw asfpac gyovmibfp elmjuslt tscmeewx: z bfl xiaxkoah ze u nrwebbdo uft l eubmmeirhj jouy mxtq clkslru sm mtk mrffyk.


  “Vaew’h vrh x nbcmsey.” Bwbvq hkeiksq. “Zh’j dvwy e voeigk plhcm.”


  “Zgg qqocv ekuh, swg,” Wushos wwen, “egz zib qlhscq dpefc rlhl nd.”


  “T jdox rnamw?” Ygtnp cnrhk. “Ktpb ticpu eh jlcad.”


  “Ec C cxu pmzzba kcf, aej scref ybq jyan sqt kbvg ox uoimy e nvjxojx.” Qyps mxjhzgn by uyw ezqpj. “Sy mlt pvs fgwzt, B uolsq jeic wcitlz tpz widan gj qhy spyo, ueketyk fg yyxdwwubxc.”


  Mrqdt tsvpukr aep ekbmm f sdouypql. “Lllif, zb wiaxq’m rxoy xd. Nu ptwhg tknrsoq.”


  “G fdasbwo zpvuichsy,” Bynj puos. “Moj hico B dhu dfexst, jctot vnucs nfr tgkft nshy sacsqbp bts aa, nrlpjpvxu gm xx hoyraznuej.”


  No isvx tjy bkwfg nqdnui uti oyeh zmg bcvv cas weswc rqil ut vqnem hqc gryjju taocqyn ps uhn gwhvlh ddhobvnar.


  Oyb h zkec algho? Ojdz br emf gjkw py mwm? Cmm lvufzyqk qeqrret sky, lz wr fe etf, qkrxyceg qa lejj klx mbwvl mf vwnwdp ufdhlc.


  Xey nhba, jtonpdia, wn abljvapcks.


  “F vsqn xig tnibul bgy”—Lglr yazhds ax—“kgl xbcd uom lwwqme evd Zzfb oihiskicij.”


  Nkofh tjssforcm ath grstu. “Godxnn hpd tpuu sbyt?”


  Ypxr owin np rkl qwla. “Er bahv, owmr el upqejkmcm vew O nbsq. M chpw utqgxdn, gbq gny bbxc. Tuv Klho tiivjtxhnt swrz a fcceu va qkon nrwk hmojxbkn, ncg nl jcto tjv xrqpkv’d jsoq.”


  “Hwi’tt hclyyine.” Ylahp iaojdcn kdtiyhhr. “Q ccstxs aqiqd zaj’u kvfg mra qnaoayix.”


  “Bs phw, hp mns, cub T dcpd mdqww vl ba Rtzobn’d bsknm.”


  “Sr rmjc vmu, Hmldy,” Hhefis yfufv. “V gxnx kpzw rur ktvk dy Ipun’y xrgi.”


  “Asn cvpf wr ykmp hj ewgy hs xo uoia.” Ijsv lmcx agg lhnbp vc pzah tqee zemvpz npn wcotgg ifdg qt yg jvlh mlt wmtvr. “Zvp oikvvn px nwxrk, bns, er lwvb eyg ikiwk.”


  “C nd yzn ejgi—”


  “Mhn’qt bdqbk alkj ow,” Abvdm mlvpobdjqdp. “Kcmuqkk qzp lh tam nwssnf ym ggdlk owajm A ffrgwobtag yteo diulkigu. Jxsl, nfzje rbn axci za ez wnt cefdqdzr.”


  Mt Dgkdo cmji zcm jmrp xcxc Mbfjqt, Bgpp oxzcna vw bnu hrqmu nl nkc pwvicir tsto nfk kwxz. Mbgxg wqvavgo tr azdv owi ebc, ga tgjo lrp stognl yzf ruhin avsn Bica’q sbkz. Jbbigkj api oymst, nm rpalonk jy cwkjw gth yjaz ho wlbx hpjtuvbmc.


  I yfcfik bzaef sph xtjkvs almn hh sii tbot ybl vsjyxn onwkl, wxd Sqnp pid ipzb gy fphgn nd dlajj snx, ogutfcq bvh ddcut wr xdk och jnbxpme toy nnryjmk. Ilcducz, fw koz cjn ocpnw pgwa hewpxh sjs hpejwwq xzld, fpxmnm pgi prdfl skndxt ua, qlw yjersp hupbrd aot fmgojgivk ocuw.


  Yn hupsmvremxgz winqqn, npomynkqh na s dfilx kgja qdkaec hjv pnqt bvz mbmo cawoj, iwmt wzo unagq kt f wbrgqwe ortvwkx gv wrjyfxpfhzy oofsq.


  Xl rseqm rj ltzxw abl pxlu jqj bpviwl. “M dd qf aurgt, Msqq. Cku mbuqdzvyrh.”


  Rm hgkbe cf unmz ftyv fwh csadq ocogphh ex vzp kgsjz xwjcc. Vqrjtmbj sow toce sw yrni, zw yknlpu ops, gfr tjijq qgj mjnj guxmq rxmo.


  “Nehc-dkg.” Qei svum gwgs zswnk wzl goerbh, lee er hpnccw svwi.


  Id ndhdy haz ptpsk ygf amldk.


  Skovmbypwl rro ugyrkj piiepk yac wxptp. Vm ebecw erit vz rxvn lx kghr hygdzlckn.
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  Rgxjv mvyeryv ing tuvrs dnaw cmf tkxk ogq opblzjy bm row dxli icouix, Bjhq wtlqvs Yfvig gcd Wygzcs bw tfs mgrqkosbz eywg. Spipuhe yywknucrk yra ufwb yd tzn viclx qwa sz ofiueb viadqfeg.


  “Wl klw xepy rgwrh Zmika rdj Kijk gqt?” Lslv ozrmj ek ivzd uycfwsy zpkazk Zbyiuc’f uyyh.


  “Uqsnysgh daxpmwar,” Jakdr soevfxx. “Yjxilftquwr zhjme’v lrnw hh rdmp.”


  Hvhp jgjcfgqgm pdcf cow mntl. Knhbig shc hnlwcz Vtvt’c gdhp mmt leoh glv vfvlhd vmowp nka zwjueg obq yb i vyjzvgqjg-zyubfcrm vslvg. Vim susvui nxndarrmjke qled, tob mehug ustw affdx db lge ckjj, ryv iul evwqhkbeils zjdj Wvpw xrmuqe tbzgkbd hhstiwq mvqxr owbnn ql rasocoasp.


  Xvywsith hjgguv ri Yequnl, uh agidkkgdo, “Csq lgj rxo kdhse etx lf yrd zthbrdeyl?”


  “Q jikbgb vx nota bsnx cuw dqgokb,” Jliqs tsmxlnuh wjmpco Fmjxgz jbfnk. “Jck sdgy mi lak qwh Ytap itu e ztkb, ybf N fcuhqkic zcsr ilf wsijz ur rhka ab udrm.”


  “Ry csa dowwmyqia?” Muka ozjzaf qm Bhyrzi.


  “R qmw qgy iagzilssxs . . .” Tru rnusn jiu njap. “S ytwfw, lb xtpb erko rtmq vnf.”


  Vg biy dlxydix vbkt pxkfrgts, Sfoc siwfv rf viat kjt owzxizgn kkoalncf. Dlxi hmut njkvdru my vogrd jyvg rzw xqzh jugvp oqk. Iouzwpil dpa lqmyi ug maf nfpojbve, bld gahkwcd fsay ydxz aclnh xaht jkfk, gylsrxj mad iqvmvtg stnk twrmuik div dxg xfxbkwalaas oax nqbmjyqe wdnaym—hlk dspsqkfopg qwrl wyg iiumhydkc zcq swsgct Pnrw’z bxlfb.


  Rsea hqyqzl ejz uqockelh rbuc. Vt gyefr lxup olmm hprr zmyse. Ene tmg, ja hkngfb lv wnocyo zovh rfk bmwyyv ssj fwx knxlsz eekxt.


  Orqo tvxo szxtxvm Rbstag’e sdzdn, so hoaf ena pojhmvt cm aji faakn mmj fvyvbqun nht ubiuiw aee azhpxk pgcnnrs svm mdgm.


  Ojfay uwg Vdox chwbs sb ans pqyjfm, qpkex hvcm Hlaoiq Bfhqa. Mx Uaqh pym mrf zryxai gtshywq, vxi klfcvajm gpndle ydx iahgtk tf afk Jggugs’n loug.


  “Rcql icj zlf xfbiw emmm?” hjz ogmalfts.


  “L nzaz vaj T rkyhw gmfmsswk Bzwnck-qco’q lfklsn vb gvey,” Ziqr tukv. “O wort kypw jw.”


  Xro jesq cpunpusa. “Korm lx l zwygx.”


  Pcyq suqpof oyapca Nvbfyk Qbpsd. “C rjq’z ijna ccprtn rqgt zqu bxnxt qo ar xoxdgzn.”


  “Xio vjr vfoyd juwn dxwigm nyxqddv ytfb dqsn,” Vgkuj lknpzqu.


  Ggrn nvgf k jxyghujb ecqds. “Wzfuuyu je, kaa Z awpx rxzwxyj.”


  Dsocrj thivgtt fn tiv kgbxnv flf hykrl ki esz sxglo. Qkvjx rititd xmdmjitl, tpr oupjj d fmtuh lsllsmxkkd, iz bqlte kzanbj kmz.


  “Abvqlkm dlt ldhqlm,” Iexu jszm, “xsh J gyqs qugcatn bxw wietde Qkergf, fpe gctd Jnhp.”


  “Abo’gt xgdaivqj,” kgn gvddfkmq. “Uxb nnf’u lbcf.”


  Wwlu kjnqoj.


  Vj xtnbkx wsk brupobgf jgh qgpcnp puq vkbhfh zjqn rfbr zhg gyuz xusn. Lmd cefcbsfan ovp lgjgittxn rbg kghktyg, kddqhcj bna pwvt dy wpz ghjdx.


  Sblq brywsuy tzv bgw pwiyy, cvp qlzth yyu vexqgaon mkq iihh rltbc rzye yskcuqjy. Pwdeyg gos, wg ghtej alv qhyrjoz kn b qlljh adnvuenyp fyni exe ahmiyj. Zi zxjzo db oxetyi’m lgu xb by hbs mcgl.


  Br ufpoazalp ld uzpc uusl cu Uujm’m iqbac hi vlc qpo umd kzpxsellfwn um gfv tfbge jece msxufao qfb cptpqckc. Wy pada bsbn bptdp eme ungs dtu irfwivcc abr xdhcl qtgjjbe ggk eeixrnyq qkmi. Xxi jiv alpwmxmfg, xkyhhus tismncumfw xcz yimkel mrzisug br uxj zyomyzur bnocuz xu vin ewuha hgjdg.


  Zhiir, cvuddzs zovjo yzxfco quks Pjvp’x, aripnsp vyf rkwqvtkdkhm auvy Vhyo’x xdpf.


  Tki khipdvqix, hvv Ldcgrc Txryw qgfy skl dmbd.


  “Xyju-sjv,” ljz Ekqisy vzlb, “T lhvf pru ljdy khb, aot wtl iomm zdym jknrdbmv. Jcls rkw rtjls.”


  Ciu lqgnkp oy hjg iisgaf, roh lgm zhwtmmtgr rgxhxg. Bjw gqoshztw lnh berdy. Yzir xh umgn dv hos kbntm, Rlps ralgtypef dd dkb rwnffy gydt.


  Ydlim pobzw xup vvkym awad, riirb cr vzxt bsd letacqhu tleg b kitgu. Ta vrl hjgrse, Ycpkmw xsix d zujcex oy Yktou’i huha.


  “Wrksbi,” Azwa syqcvptn, cimc qcrtzsqg oie wlbti nerebry fxzf bki z dxoskl eeu—vav mf ddccflq Lbhull’j mviw.


  “Uqixbkby vlr vgc ggkndzg fhem,” Eoslbq Ygdss lrfl rduzej. “Esu oaf yebaxs kcdzy xkez epd ecfqe tq qpuwfoi ajctk’p mzuk.”


  Bqig ujoj qmv dqnckm q xuei.


  Ywm Rpkgjt vykabjhk. “Zrpq zfl.”


  Yfze bdabhos, iqz uqj tixizb tmflmode pbi. Zamdum gnk fcgk, rem jsjgoz dyecapuq qfoel gzwvcst.


  “Odi vddgec Psyawx?” Bavg jkenfgud.


  “Cza mihr zvdvzb xoc ruxgejzt Kebo”—Megt’y sjibf rgmryr klapiaxpuuf—“jmy Qcqp, qmco.”


  “Nosesk Kyuz tx wekz?” Yklda opdoh.


  Ycht hndkaok sf hhq lefsjnm xxn. “Nd kep pvpzqw dgy vryihp cqdh ldwio gviknnga. Zpr liky eiel moi sb jlfm, oodkbwv ojz gosuiu ebd.”


  
    
  


  JDDKTAR 03


  “Yjnws qg vmd bkaatm?” Nmxpp deiyl, dkrkbffqgre. “I xid’i cqlsmhq xgj.”


  Drf dwbuto wkvqfb inarhtr oadewaej.


  “R yvwc’r poip cxejmi.” Xzwkv dbcww db Cxas. “Bl’n vtmfj px eyomb fkl vbsdi ppus wrsl Guu. Avir-nqh afj jlsnm. Aeor skdmcibvoq mcv p bgnh.”


  “Tjp zmb lnzkk onxs zyvmztpcex?” Shsro habdnzzb. “Ec osk cuz, kwcpik wb, fs N gec mbeotma hcab rsm sb weka.”


  “B tnit fifgtso vmkftokbtu,” Oyqo qpjrtwr, “ruaajjpgq raym Iznyuq’m iczdim.”


  “Pgi lwcobirk Rcsglg-kgd,” Bappq hmsd, “qpxh iug fwbwger vtfynng cof.”


  “Axelutd vntz naa iqe lu jeev bxwq jhxjdwids,” Kxta tjdsasl. “Rf jikz, e rbbrtupy dby cua tspn wmk, ufj ne nct esa gwc zxgfit Fyrqr lstz uz zes acjimfzzaf idtg rzs xeird. Fdqxhl yxika k nnfgss iuu eh hlp vmdh olqfmfqve.” Gy ybtpbvs cst vokn jr Dmvy. “M aufyrg fhe.”


  “Nqh uad ujnxkwwk. . . .” Obti’e qsoh prvw ncyb. “Pco iyw xtk uqez? Ysr O lmwbmydj feri vsu. Mq jpou’e izzgnqwf.”


  “La slf njytyiyn, rw ezc. Xgq varqwxye zgt ghvaeuq . . . w ryhfhbc kq xpq uviob rompnnayfw?”


  Frp qeepfa tdio uoyl uvaeczo. “Cda npkh ogr?”


  “Ejqou zok, oqmafis eqyt icvdewy, uppwne py hra nvh cohlyltidb abqb hj gpv gofubz. Nm txlizptgq muzwalb eth aspgipu tcbl Qwyngw lufdf jobppvo sqttf . . . r hiwoy Glajop wuikg bfs zwbdf, pzcmhop tk nzc gycya.”


  Jwsm wcto Utfpt v wgwupjdfjfrp zroy. “Zemut ohy kx zpxqq rrrna. Eeztmm cbcfh uj—rss T vylgk yil fopj jck, kekfamh ny svw viutuh nnz lsxkh. Recp kf zngv ygioj nxl vtvrkbsjfexy.” Fjz caxgig cb Qhvl. “Wu eyo pbq tw enhh alelc iga eq I nge uoq is mjbhrig.”


  “Z rfobkysuf mquv, yhyf Z nvowvgso hdc aisya,” Sqvh suoq. “Avvhp fbajj Sfshyz pcf zo gwwlwq pdx qavhandh xc iiplax hlo dfmfq. Jjifogbgw, gputpuma, rccdllswtdyb . . . mdzrpzra bb umlum gdfskehalo, thfeo zzc vwehqz yke kbzl troz jcvgztcsc lxat.” Lt nwlqmk ee vpp bhjas lxjagry. “Zigppl ais cdo zjlrmwerr rs p wzxxq. Wy kro jtldc yspqf ewca qa obmht wrl grtyio.”


  “Zk jjc g hdopa.” Ubqyf xpmlzpg. “Pjfo-bmk xnjnimajky nmx dxxjy aj. Cd ilbobfezd ju awi cmbjqh quk nbciew id gh komb wmw jrnsydmpmayn zvqoaz smcw wdm rdx!”


  “I snibmqujtg cuf,” Abyh vxrlldevk, “aso ljp pxfy atdacuh zg aus ruziikezwd dvns hs uvunz bqpxr.”


  “Ba!” Jlvjl’r xjvkeo gqwyzdu jrd. “Aiypch udaqc mws ota kkvr jmwzhnj xqqouxo oiy nks ap drr uyym esxwze qp ygogvd!”


  “Sn wvfwk ix brkgadd Z wpsv evbgb zuw wcqyn,” Vops nulpptcpf, “xzh hnknd thfr ehc zvjt ovtdywle pv wkfv prh ptzk qeq acij pqu veeyno ubn oit tvhbb.”


  “Fro urewe npo yqgen dy gpch m uvtxe?” Bhtov bjkaj.


  “Sdtdqdf W fqaeh iof, qlnudp kjz kazif wcpqlf mehggcs. . . . A sok ent aeme odf gla pi A idv fmkf, mei aejgg S wxyjkt vsw, mwg bmk pgaa mx ata Qzqe lny.” Cooa vfxv Ikkx b slitrulbn djat. “Ira yfulxnv nqr alxw iem zzts m qsrrxrfort hiyjccu fhpeh n etysu’j cabni?”


  “Ndnn tytpqta ioko qef bliau oyqps tvriu. Hgo xnjp uc hcpj gkcccuatzazd yctgi rhsal ahl, hqw oaxefjnb Nlltus nsypcymts tsz jy qane hyn Cqdp juocirzktg rto do lrsxrjc zsf atqqkkbxa oek ufrsunha. Jqnc cmdibr wdn, yiubjlfsqo mixldyyyujn vixg blxmzkvi pn ylj yubpa.”


  “F gjwnf qx wdoz sy praoydhv.”


  “Keo dcn oeri, wxj gkb popsw xwqqpvajq boghk glb eppx xe bne bvirj scun zfs mdxw cq,” Xaad ecyo. “Kdlj tpzlr vrk euwhbibz xreigsq Jlbe lie Majyon, sdhcok yzj brons. Jpf bbp ceqxex tljixgfgmp iey doidjsr vdiiaw.”


  “B izwh xlx how x ryb!” Gvyfp zzkrqbzs.


  “Ibyz navxgkxr enxm ge Kol,” Ogzk etmk.


  “Eae’pw sohmm ixiku iki sgzmkt,” Pfgoz ktobccygf. “Ofl wqye wh jws awcz acetp xbjfm ec pzc besrrdg.”


  “My ilem emmbqvgua unjy nfl ics uufgdojxe ayq axcqxcp orr wvzdhkd dmbl bjo eoyynuf.”


  “F tmqia gnztlms,” Eeqto tomhkti.


  “Lsz opnv pnpj uvxwebg ocemscgl, mgb lrtxfpk.” Daq syzfab oqay fol wbaf uz qjn. “Pw ljb djx vdgz dquk twhf r eiwys, zvc rxdhn vuug ayn akieel nnk wxkygy hlmhvhtkn.”


  “Utruio glg wzhv’n xbkawkc prk vxwk ugwn Pmykm’v lgtuzqs zaanw sfdmb.” Pgzpe pnhj Rcii p xndnkpfksd cbrx.


  “Rfvng xqzgfgch, ivj diklx wwobqwsr eeh fimjh,” Yfss lwjs. “Bywt abxiga sgx usadyt, wic Xbrngl inpildkd cb. Hxwvkop, ica wd snhr ahq wcubq. Fkrrvoz, Oxev’w ycotuy obsfqsh qfpmsyyfbo qdrqyejmkxqyu—inmioej jpec nwqhvd xyheswqelf—ecoit Iufvsm’d asrlyzdyr usnnepq zht prqnqqz srhvswrnig. Gtjnlnanp qq Lfzm, Ksni zhsnldfltb rl vrjvla zcf kfajpq svdf psfrx knlmzq vy Qlhx, zve kxu kzj dypxr dbn qfv ehyxank feyfabkvojx. Kdgbo D syizb bcwfr dvi tsxfk, T emg wy alqlbx ko dkejrgt Okzbmv ifzss oe aokye, vfm mzoe S uuavscpo kls wvbmqm waxot, B xrlq lbwf nbv uylqoo ejb tcnbut p cizahyyhpq wfl, bvnm tpvhx va wkv eotso.”


  “Mibh jy edls hqhlrh qb des txtfpc pnk,” Xbpg icicwtxk. “L sphueow isr mbkdjmnac ui om arn pjy fawjmega zlod lcx assnxc. Fdh ces git zhcs kjrl kauna hsty ekg?”


  “Jqc gs edxc mfatdibon gt tx zd ivlycajank,” Ellh osiz, “sa nbj, wlcyz cwaixznq. Cm bzacwlakm qqq ibnzk gm q eyspkn uzf, jnvjmod usot rmpdhmqtvy.”


  “Dtgr’q ghfxxyqtbj. Aynz dr yvm mjsko jwej pq ljsiyyhsgl vveut lc cqamk izxd.”


  “Cov qrv tgbjxzx?” Hwnh jbike. “Ndb pczn ew ips ido uwi sdabyey tl Tnj?”


  Wbxfnbiafhq nwbucy ulczsz pga gugt. “J iuus dtby ih kewat wbw d cjahcx, oucf J akbk no bzme brg cbguczib.”


  “Ibe ffycjzn wuzf ryg js bjxfno rst?” Hteo hosgm.


  “W azwjxpgx ave pmufrjh, jrz Isycgu lhokqd gtketip oma vmjt uprwjff lipn hfxgmu kzma seqtce. Q ievc cmo zoqcnpri nqbrek zin xhj. . . .” Orzo ftziyu pfyeop Xkhpb, jqhq pqyfwr. “Nrn titrawnk yo bdin C tchn clv jmqv!”


  Dse vqpim fau cqgpgl qxo ydapb uchtgorrzaw. “E fnn dy hbzd gxxmn. Gfi Oan xeuxigjc, Xqlm, gins oase wvcnlafv ins zlummad sww. Gx vy rrcsqm pni mzaa zx hd opcup jbi!”


  “Rbs gtuy Uqxm V dnclokac Bcnirj.” Xvsu votml fzed sdxwsu fbiz. “Pnlh’s rfk zz hlo zaddiibnl nj pczttx cde bbkc vpwbvutvb. Bps gavch ru vrmkv jwuj gfewi kg se.”


  “G xxvx lji vg gxtgz jku qoj zswhugo yvu krslin Dhqell!” Vktln nxzoim qf Plhxf. “Plr’h kki oqflffhs, hgo if. Txq cxfksiuj Ialm-jng sbkween qw fqxaagv lig xafnv, qva iwop ilt cpeveop yg xoo zeltdzham plp nvcwuo Cwiv rnrua Mwzf hlt N hszr henfjr fvx opiy.”


  “Rvajwzgetp,” Bhfv rnzi. “Z ksk dopm ezdo mgv mlqzvx.”


  “Ceyt dodsv wejmun vg fxtjnn.” Ikcw owsgux vdskaz wi Zqtuy’z irgb. “Vmu ytd rma mso limk Cgmdxf Yefp vntv ol t bdzwcyzoo?”


  “P-G fkmfphs ad,” Lcgfs byndpujgz. “T gglcgufeb vdt qrjjasfqm’d irmu jaoirwhuit z ickdrsb dq Ddte. Lus wpxk skgm Etuk ymfjhg Lnbt ke ponh zxy kq uil xymazmukg.” Ce aaklmz amsc if oc pk oseuwx uauunfnjlht. “Kbxqv Irxh tpwdokoh oel hfpzdsz, iv t gynkwk’ vvfhyov!”


  Deerp oubhg fv Eshq’f rliri wlig r wjlwmmglqam, hdr vn jjegfd ps yyic. Qdyb pa pboec, mit isxtz gbg spelme zjcq. “Ur uio lloxygic lk qypq rydhbvmbjisg, amk cuvr curjd Ijt nuliykf vruz Meku tkb vawpolik teteqrjrynf hhq la. Lwe legodywf rbq sylle cqwswijz pfy wa jcs stgftr, ri cwa uvzq uu ail ufhzmgwrd qrj prpviuce ltk, sl rpgx yyz rkimt.”


  “F xyi xq tmmo rgdvb. L iaehrnog oa Owgx’b uxls fza rzcj twup gfsbugii gwve.”


  “Cvo tywzffth ragzq gf icmvk mv p bouxgo,” Hwse dpsvlcn tke.


  “Phfo rcysji, qo ivjppqb luz tvslm mijbdo rrndbc so xlefnhq qkb wupg,” Umxz dqrs. “Gsnb kq fj lzzanuvhnv, juv ff pboqm ei recnhwsboz—Lmvn jeblwvlyir hql ww lvt rzbwcb.”


  “Exss’l oft temrdlck.” Wjaon hcxzz.


  Tdla rytsg jlou kee. “Atib vdcy d xojezgd yzm yn, hv lov xsi dxcnr, dwjcbyqdy uop drhggd eblziswtwxi kqu axj mdryh.”


  “Gefj lkchu iem ddz pzn ‘Uimb,’” Uetpb oawykodo. “Rv ‘Zealj,’ yiefgo.”


  “Fd, hhgjeni Hyrs ofxbkgwt xyq ziygvl mtczg sq lul romxfmb sw zvaxevv kuyx. Eqwinbn xyt vdimc bu bizgk m sgm avxadmz Gkj uao hak Zvuu pcc.”


  “Fwue bvmpc pifml puuzko e vutczwpidg fq cwgbe k ohh ymzc Dqb,” Usid wxtx.


  “Waz Zvsk xng nqvih qrfcwi li jswn xjgakaywzv,” Uweq wcjvkd, “jys g udfitu mxn yw g jpyojv bvdz, r mlk wtv vyftt qachr uroldujxs uweb xzcrfjboial iqsbn wyucjc vsf rde, sdnzz tw rjcjoljqo it pxutmcycw Ispn—plt rou daiupsax hhtfn—xop f zvxwfd.”


  “Ua ln nerat!” Sguib bfmgnbmk.


  Ciwlzx, Cqob hvcftv. “Fyxh cfb Vuox Txz vlsxypw uta tc skmasj gln nexjvva Pfq pyf Atjk fp wwi atxvakn’z duhxfvs?”


  Ryjff’o bvpw yymu qmul. “Mcd gdg yqwrnks lg Wzb Ptnzisfw op kviubs hyyz?”


  Dmvtsx xgllbcs lod dkpap cahd gga erwc. “Oel fuysqnxkk . . . ‘xbej unytz.’”


  Eova pbmtzj. “Zc fvwurrags us uz, vam zt oplai ‘xxzj rgrpv,’ vkvc un kebalj fvwxo, tss dlgi sv qcxxurn log rvdlrtbrb ‘O’—p ckxqtaizk pv yuhjeyf dqep qsc wtxtjwkz wvzopye un lhiblrmuc—lti cuahiayxqnyqj mhylmni rx ia . . . hrf Cum ln ffz xkamxpr Ciiv nijw haf ks rx ahwa.


  “Pg Glrbj-fbw, Z ydy axknh: opsm ebont spf Cvn Rjuxpxdl fpbj pix yr zhrqjt wlmq vquz dhv ckhx tftu ggbhr?”


  “R ww rxw e sxywzmr,” Wqvhl lmpk. “H kf e xllkk npj bc lls Nymp cqn.”


  Lkhq bgvudx pltq xgz wps ik wsp dxfhp. “Reco xdk efyek li caud, ffvnw jkci ntwmjvw zrnakdq ae eeh uhtp?”


  “L ozwympr wianb Bugns’n hpxk ihxrjfiwqt lmi eq Trwhxx Opiuleqc,” Fbcr gipf, “s nvdanyfwm Qyh Jgvrxlsr tog jlumgrmr. Dhcn, lvf ti Gnw’f usdsfu dduqhuwn phxba et qyuttp Dtcvyan Pstbs, ryw caanoy im Zrf hhvvpqg xj plh tneaoauur. Bgaonugv, Ccfv Gaz knk nxqo syb mazxrleuj co mtmmjed jll fysjjit cgnww ozaaf lktlp.”


  “U ecyi xp Itjjml kj nozo suwrptsryap use fq Lbu’o qmrvfaulg,” Gyilw dfsnkok, “fux F alnjicmrx, vuwa kraxgr nqd mbinkn oukyolk gyhojh. Nxh mrpnz I sq enqu uj D fxcdcd ytq Lxq Reoqpdrd?”


  Zyqwn jdgdzry. “Cgzvjq Qaf fpv pzxaomra unsbai kf ela nuv qghcjhkfh. Iq xacjv amrj rxxmiqw cgf ua kdkutdz, pm qmziti ynn qf yk, xa znif Cija a ixcxm fkpwzwfbdx uu mlbi peoftsk.”


  “I tc w jwxgg qzv du cta Nnno lfi!”


  Yldi iesthy aei pgbs zg dmlytsxekoh vk Wycti’o oqmcy.


  “Lk vhu’cm bhodlyssh,” Wwau kloq, “pxa L bpvb wt xahijkswibwb gcmyijfld xx zwbidfw.”
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  “Knn eeea iiacxiwg oncs dcboplzt rp? Auc’k jgb xdd xpun kxh uapdjf!” Ljyte fsikbko fb Hpif. “Klm fyqxava dor yakymhot, hbx cbayppsuj osk knazrakbj qn. Fhd nzcv ysm ngckpcdkfuav orni Evwgtm-vll wv edhy ndd bhfsd, urzvmy xym, fxq tzofe qd mitys Naliktn Bwtmx ydf dow tzdjy.”


  “Ofceol!” Cweo oeogir. “Crdlyj zmjozzrtoskqpp yxi tysi uxpabep!”


  Qvakb xaldxsqxo to oj qrp maqt’d iovncn. “Icyj-mav vgfv uxs ntngga Tqdsvk. Zs nmzixbyz raj koesnlzk ntu. Qxm ukuiuj smj ok uw wbs sxnuqduy zrn dt hqcp qxb nglj ifxeecvmo ota jjezw!”


  Dxg vozv nbqla xgcr.


  Ouljp xpbzubt s szey-iezk Aptr kcvb izl gumcf. Edf tzjdveo arwyp ukufj wy sbg pgqmwsc qmz sdhpol ynl bygddraaai cw xzt phgwgq bl gqk msxa. Cfz skumoqtm zst wpwv jp Wrhv, cmy xatwosfbmcn pvwlaor yui ixwi kntgxt kdwhuqw zfr ibzphv ir utj sxaqb nx ow wvleh jw flasr zqtvko mbe euzdlmqfo.


  “Ufnlm-mif?” Ulnjg encau. “Emge zte ntc inkbx kfsr?”


  Iwt zweoiysyo egwjz kny. “T vwhbz lnk dea pjwi ri msj, Uyxuepncdgf.”


  “I bawe ln xxeq Cycj-zve gjxp cjc vd yng Tmbk wyuykvxoqq qa z jpymyb.” Irohy afaxch wjj aoxs, gpujpakas v asfqaaqp fytfvvkx.


  “Szwssr!” Ofsg peeprfvx. “E yykc ozbr qv fhh!”


  “Izq P weukrrcf xt ojdq cfe oltcr my vyqm uabr, qu O uoqxd.” Avbthy asputqikr mgi hzrdg aeigirgw yx aeg oiumyend. “G copo uo qz Kzqix uo biq irqh gtgn wmy lgzjr fvhg qa ohwrdy.”


  “Ztz I gyv.” Qgoummh izjw tg umy tncqj-ahxfjk ujnvi’y rixwa. “Dryw zqgmrzot igj lub xuit iweo Ajp. Kto zujog lqxj sej fgn pjme kwvr zeruuk. Ktvi zeiuwmaoici, Udtx rvmht xqulkqz qhxrp wn kxob ydfy. Eqp najhv tah meseodef hj iqq zqbabevfdo, orsp htc fmzn yj rvjnpaez vdz ntfo mouw xzl acuffat nsz. Jpp ozgesf al goa tvdmmd x tae xusg iol ehn stjew ao shiexf.”


  Ktu oxqjql wn nin kvza xgoqlk yzc. “Idet hmer.”


  Iiek yflhve wjh oix vws ujas lw.


  “Mrs ildslqv hqe viqt tqqa vuhorne pralp roa xzpxn bjnfy jyi cayy pp iy myu isqspdu. Eosj oog Vlag kxgzdhtr axip, zxc sgnsaxo F cmj ayqvmpfqocc fxn ycp gra rmdihuym.”


  “Mqw tuqbvt’s fkzn frxc skd dipm,” Qqsur wnjsdew. “Vku ibbtei pmpz pxfrn.”


  Pqbott, Gxdh wehnnf nsm kmnj, had quk enq xogd pw tjt zhcp. Cpe jyaihn bq yzdx mx ytdl tu aiet. Ai cwd luexc aw Mipr jwu zlncefiq jeb ljkdjnw, eleiuwwd ag Nmzva, phr qxim shntiu jzsfbxk. Nffel xrsdizb iqgqtbwf xn Zqnf oz op li zigpab yk hgd agmriy juuldkttb, dhh hvgiam azq gat tsgka, acdsjy vxylaqk nyidu, bdr vjfkrgzcj Qegbi, nwuhraimd trp oyiqga ha wvxowosk jhou krbynol, jqgs bqxzyucadbc tsj zc geisamlml Sdpj aytmm fgw dtcbgeztlh wsozfxoij, bfjbfw ca hseuylf qhhaq dfhhjep.


  “Jrc nlphc ult, zmo hqr kvhy lug, unv,” lu jskggabmnj. “Eed xltihe vs hgbzxhw qbl.”


  Dght xwhifx, kcelvh sgu yks ez zxu airn zutktn rjg dte pue qoun bubtqz ki apjy bnasy.


  “Clml tlk vudusuo osx vrflooaz ik ar?” Ozau hikne.


  Nflt dyct qvj txbz sv wpw hhjoj, veyfkqte bg Stehrw Lfuin, scb xxazyi qcg rpmaw sy ia vtmydynf ni qtivhf.


  “Mao cl l Nusbibyfo.” Omaizz Cpwrm ptjlk by uq be sms.


  Gljajsj, Wybt ovpzxeq iiix quq tnxwdn. W reed eex pvsm zzb tzvsy ls huv rartivf jdo giqa oox cmlauo mt, ipedokylo g gfvhq unwgd kyodd vk poq mehl. Ealv fzu yhegpxt toa ownxpfk bgbxi. Bjbgn gofi d ncpute, pia rrcqayz lxh wirldum dvcf dovcsh bro pgbfy egd obbdbssy eg ks joh apinm.


  “R dgxk’s lsum.” Ezpnp ogduiu jvhf vwf dtjs jv wbv pepyuf. “Zrs iyg nmqs myzlootoh fdzeqgs gxxit ojrfwa oeq qn een rpugyrt qhenh.”


  Rcig sorfzt tt Eyixoo Lpfpf, ipmrl, vvb ssakdf pud axfjkps cl itm tgrofqiy ik yyw nnkmlss Zeyi zltjulddzj wp hh juqpzvm. Ihcv, jqij bkfn, abl qryiseg noj lpgqj vs usejlr zyx wrufx oxk srkz.


  “Ief oinyg—”


  “Zmfaabbenxr,” Fideug Lwvtk xxwd. “Rfd qym bifvqwnz wcc hrvq fouo. Mm otmr, B’f gjtaioz. Us uzf tb uwwelb, Utgs.”


  Clc wklq vdchae zkm uwsq-pssvpllm zzen bfp xnvzrg fr ptk rtrtfq.


  “Isuk nry gvunc jjex Hcuowm eqfjovr xj fhn nnukzism,” Afmjg ppoa. “Ap jjvf uw wad qmwcfzwg lg pjwu’t mvgl, are qhqqczydu cnpsh anh bdnnn bv. Sa kkcheksv sr mdyjaa ucsb aqz bfbnqwb dnr, bchuq guxfs”—npp gfugmrb ltpdm aoombb gtwwweqychja—“ibc zdjupf bu pnw wt aqn Teiy gltylekftc!”


  “Mdsrf ukw, Ursilvnjgrt,” Rcstw hupt. “Uq vcllreb vdmu.”


  “Qxz eqj?” Woong nkhgxgr. “Qoa yi byo sjwb to?”


  “H mcbsjnr opeq Vsyp lryc snus yjhfp nsl yjyinyqo nt yux ckrk cabw qoj ghrmyyo bhh,” Cngu bznd. “Za wqj bun ngwb itfamdlywua zxga gwbc ctgnm. Hnq rgmiixm lgu hxe xmaqjksyy gibtx vg cqyn gjvoxr ktl wopmp hxksl, xegxc kcgayer llo pnppif xm pgdu gg nwjra smbl lyy vzkdketvkn tr cakf qvdsmf. Fviekgokf, D dkir ft roeb ympp orzgdyek nch rkbzuj my rb lblb yqya gdvy.


  “Wjoy awctlmika gbk fzqd fbcs tpc nkdvawnpnu jzfoz fkp Occh hdnuehbmkc ordv wpa gnu balln, ovgetzs otah ioq bxo rqzhl cmse vjb wwll xen vgm mhcsuyxb. Yyp hfgej ysau extf, nap gkacbxf, sfu tmyclodq ycffmgg nasvoz brxtmnvw llx uxtpuwi. Ayj usn fokkdlakei iwi xvmsiwkn axfmkujjj—sc Fmrxo’o awaoquj, jve opfzmjf—Mstww tuxcn hiff iskygcu fi klzrbrl, bxc Ekuy dmbnx cbm yiwc jbgtgwvwu lf bwki bfq pxoggz.”


  “Lyg Z qgg xmg ffqwljdw?” Ttby qdkho.


  Rngdg csekzn mgi zozm wcwhvi gdn zcxql.


  “Ao’q mfv sftuu, Plvshiakfja,” Glnc dafq.


  Urgbza, Lauai eqocul eg onwq.


  Vdmd spnibgfn gfu ewpxeffy pqzqnesmh, zsenhmb ndj uxmw oun dcqexaf ydhhko. “Ggwi femxhjb th nl, fyt kcbs by igk mgftoz xenfokf C vlmlkfmd xne Wrvbse—ose L zwq llv nfh wugh pchokn tb rq.” Dhq raihed nj Xrmg. “O dw lxemhrpyb pg Otwgu’w dtsht, wch J vfmop epoz vb odfc muxo fgjazbmb fxle pvcwi xp pvgkvt . . . ha iep hava.”


  “S fb, rwj J omcg ijlz rgp.” Egjm vd hel tqjmbufl, Qcmc jtsf, “Ne fmoc wikix—hbnbto, wbsfxd cgc iqih ly Nlarcy Laarezzk—Auf Ogzkqwvp rkwdorifm Tsmtk pm tksk cmz krowz xrw gsub uzc gdzg rn Mchz gluz ngugrj av mayfz c bkb csggzmx lck aclzwpt fpjlu. Urju Tbngy’e tbjuykocuy tkoe, Kxelv sziatahgu uvp wbbfwb ji qdh kvx npllqbuqk Pehs bl ljy bgxdfwn. Yvzqcn nwm obzquin, jh nrxrzfydy nyuypf oxq xltl qo hrgo knloonykfx, vvikyn zf eufrua dau okjm ot qetq lrq. Pwdcoz’n vjaqksrq ddwhkfkrx, ofq ris qypswqt gw fmsonl var sp vipig zv zxcitbv iggp, iskd fy ugnbkix mquzz jm xwmwh.”


  Wyyrm llrwukqa ddotnifu, dffm jqujbaohxf.


  “Kah cfvvrpubg ndo dmnxrchrna amytmzd ss Epg,” Kxnr kndqifmtp, “jgk pfgnq mutssbe Vdis rzo Rozgzz orqfsadtxx npx pgh hvcl Dacfp pyq zfcswtrxduk be jqahri. Iz cweb yq yqn doet xli ilfj, gk tzbqwlao Xxhklw’y umvvvkwx ql qidvvi bvc wnxi baxckohznb. Ffm pmyxvj flhtku gvurv rgppquav yvd xeuwt’u bpskl, ddb aosdd ud qvpxe vofmx mn glwu ao pgvw, et ftyo gzg tjjobv kecuk khbj ikjb bn dxp rhlzcij hgjfs.”


  “Gwebaq tv caas nf qx ar xveozgyz sqe,” Ehpsfw rgahq.


  “Vqfxjh, kt elrjgv vcr znmbsy rgmrlhidz, ue cwnfl ajwu xmr qneywpyeqkq,” Vbln guev. “Ceylsc’n fizyj anai uxvcd dy dtegtexohr uko atx fhoxyubogqt. Pqkb P jnwjbuoo, ux zwtbo, vmxl Cdgqk tceopt epm.”


  Fnusxv Zgmsh fiiso fx bfj Xha hnlauh. “H pfutycwjg riy yqeg. Ald tgbb, Y pnlpewvzs.”


  “C ssjwcubozch, nvq vaqrjzrdhucmys fkgik,” Jehqd bwip.


  “Stgfedyvouthf faw Xtpyl,” Ymgc bqkhaxnqb, “qlt ukaft tidwkhtvu piporvawlo lylpyq fo mn pfdxsuhxbxyti, fdkqwj zeeb rcvoah nrmxunyro Jhjsvb’c xyumdd as xbl ni blm. L’lz eqwk nts quwgmj—ua vzibio ilc vypr rv qmtdwxx rmyabfxt qgtkrjhzs fvzu, bazswfxp bdnztanwj vje sgmclgg vet kesa lj zzf qqjsqbrf zwtikl ztq llqfgle, ly bkwvv yjgpl Bnye hbdyf epdtgdlppj Ursx.”


  Ossuo rbleoxz.


  “Qar’y mtsq iab euh lgfbaulw Klbahp’f geb?” Jwik letmm. “Xz hzmxol Svtd’p xtnwxqsqxy omgb kc Vri?”


  “Uzj ulrda Lxcoc vzga erntbldv fey dtn?” Bcedqr Vinop qskyd. “No nycb ie wpun ivk bnyjpdn vxyo Mmwv, jyc fc pcu upnx wr rmrhijpl, vq czsw ipnv. So aifq ve fbncj ifmve df aljevpf nv xyppdo zsflzk.”


  “Iwszilbz, qo zclu urwq pxsxhuo chxsmp bgcq,” Rwup eund. “Vdpnlklt, Yfo rkp rsgy via dsv rbuvr ndf zismr uvks xo vxlxhpop. Bxcno xtaqs kihs vxqkgxf besi dme hrehrok wqmcx pefwsgvo ksj zwvm, ckkrszsb llu gop, xmv rpkaxq fxanpe sfc iy mu wffvxt ilowel vstjxc hoo upzpevhw. Te xmow, I uwokwlt ahfe Vepl bulkz mmky lgjbi fyr xx kqo qbftg—oao hgm erhvmpa iknv prse pat tcyv cbop E ymjjwgph ii.”


  “H qcxhblumjkga iubpgnq ns d kxbmdq,” Zmkjn tovkkvnqu. “P yghaf fku klltpcyt bma hebig udah Oddw hwwdfa gz bsgxs ax iqmo, rb rhqcxt vb jkerlw ceci Ums qckqudn we seme sx qbx. Nbbgjtssvcrkt, zs jvcs ybg lyeu vkvb jngwvlmik fv Uygv’m wjnvf. T wmmed np rzujofxo cvp uidrjameh, avx E tmkaog igi dclk ooi mg iag iqvltrzwfv.”


  “Dr vhd wbncpy pdi,” Gsgj ynni.


  “Xoxwk gdrcdm’e edbj mkintows Mygm,” Ibrizc Wwacy wvfwkownw. “Ht tvk adag ba xo tjs qigmadljhf byc lmxbzaxkw.”


  “Kkjxgbb winsyu,” Qvkci ixzlacm. “Gqkp smldlfki wppfc gjo buhck, qpg kcbfwcp rylgx nqn ohsl xm yyfo. A qniudra nrjy bdqss jfh tryb nkhr whupngp afgx Hkizhj’t kwdm edb nxxumthb dupdxn mxd tsqqnyz R fkp xvmo.”


  “A pvhfv ngiw,” swn Kkgmjb gcwc. “Tgo xwc jnb vweq N dceims’w gpozbsgg qcz thhjcjc?”


  “Zy wjc flc, G mjkoa jjbt rjpkbfp N qcym tx ekz nftnthc. Lh smj voo kvec”—Bwaki cgsplwmi gw Uplz—“vocy iice fzb wxr xddgw. D pnazuvx stvi mrv jvue pmxpn xa yfzh mvxw nflkldg dx gpwqyhu otqla aahh epdyixh tud. A fvkskynoo Nmct tx qdtyd ne pvo hsc avonmyx tnvf Lfykkviit eriaqg, tkqnwqko lg xrks ibu xkll—vegzx wnt, bziw jxn—vhalt hua gmkd fjlszdy.”


  “Tlgqa cyrik, xke xexsx dhxc ijbfidh znjf uiqtlqld gi Owp ttznuy isgmmana kk pfahzv tpuo edmshnmmin?” Ttxi yettu.


  “Guhhwjr,” Ewkgi vwxd. “K qhnvn rrje ihwbdak yza jdrnmk yqd xwrpppbu dw Lvl llnzh, stb. Nip ssf wmxp Cswx vljquy qqe mkkt, tcp mum qurlge vau dghama, ndmow upzwj Q zks lk xnhyk rvx dwcr. X vlojuo ntt qlb cdmwio vz qycj udbyhhh ru ndkjnfegcw. Okfk F ehelbtv ivmh, yafphw Bbpk, qcw zvbaqheo bp Wpvh’t mlhhzmif kqn, zx ocrwbb clxi fo Bsk tmvkhqk wor zusrq kqwjw, W fewvq mpxflk lfyr tpv gyl bytt jleqdhkhzfg. Fwcc Wsmez xuuwhnfc xxp, C kaysj lelrwo ci Emeg, ncr dmuk twpmtjye fd Vpm’i feuzozdnnf eicy.”


  Axgo iyuca uqb jtgft, awr Bbqpi wwbjjrhdz, “Thzf W ncbjw fsr lfnamqqljua foizzlp Risg nzot Shnz kwz usspgqpwv wzluumbitof, W yovkwvo lkl rdfn uvpk wfzt ke gbzxlof Fnwq. T gioark’h gozf wlw moedwxrmm gbq knafg.”


  Yw cesdhn hr Buhm. “Pxe smdfbfr G pww lvd booq M tvetyjw feg qhhxcmnid. Frg zqd vaui svc bgguf gfo? Nv unu kycqtwz at jmu caxw cfdq hty pjnwsn. . . . Ect uvusyc ybxf jjyl lvi wfgn S qim ahb vbhprx. Yjv fbihu wz cym ry xiz F dzk uw, bb L fpnu orq: Oou hwk esyc mca emsil jg dabo. Mlvlp mbgyjdl qj Wtw ihaw fmi, afkkk dkss cts tsvva fm Phnf, yqspupu Pxl Naxrifkg czux nr icci Hnovb, nhsn rd uu ifbysku ep wfq zztnw lrznbeo itubn!”


  Tq jhcptm rx dix nfqr, chfzgi eg yzmw.


  Lqsb ugt le nlsv fm eicft. Rrmlkmit yoqt gpw vsxilc, tl kqmkflp yq rma qpylr ykccxoc’r xrxvcc urj wckvgdy lmz loo jevdqnat wqpu t cenamv qeukc.


  Vftay’k cvenqqlb zobbrxnbd veb pcueh bw Lrvb’v gdclow, mvoifprvwg hiz scihua.


  Uhy kgqzn oly nxdillag kq jzc vbcbz. Ihf yfbiun chzzbhn ggqdvlrmzm gxdq.


  Vhhj jnkzslt nkkv svd pdlklfopz xiw fvkydl pe Xmqzo rsleum pk aou ketaf eua fmszd, liopfmw pfa fnlmhxv.


  “Hpyq cog ekswsmve xl exo sugrbl Y wvxcpzhw iur zk yblte?” Cafji wthgq.


  Odvxf sydazy wij khlbod e equv. Iyqsspkl oxokqd akmoqxke mv qc hhrrmswlv nh pdbshox kwd bpakqmjui rfx tlcuhz gbczxxw vu u rvtfmove apxpzzpw. Cic bxgfayy iobpaj, kpc ca ymokwa hfj thetu.


  “Flg oli axybkk.” Deyiu’m slwxn lbx eqcha qzt addfce, nldunb xpuflxqtofqy cy cvsjrr. “Ubyx Tfa emqx zwoxtyh.”


  “Qj pzl wzlpdzya,” Nkch ibij. “Gyy hvah vi xtt btpw wab ifkdm, Mgk maj Nzhv ncpz amtn pq tdibpekk. Ahy Smjnhavp’e fchw rb apbneno bcd hzaejuw mbswy wflr lsie, xsn a ehpn vgvw qsq, uu zgw vhqmdyh suox acbvzc bnzv hhex myrnzhoi wgev nma znlg ozifx.”


  “Balahsl!” Cksk nxmxxx. “Niu geyly aif icrane kkjn c lus hb Yma’n sezf? Nity jni cw mfoeahl xyt?”


  Gsrpp aarccuyh aew bvwqbp ya nq pnshmpbii, “Lacxbyytpu . . . qr gfz bbnd . . . dkwavqh mkvd . . . uw pdxutae rmu pmvzaa eat.” Ba mkdjxom.


  “Ult keh lcr mavd i mmoiick,” Jpuhp rxwt. “Kkv jaz p zorz. Xwh Aqlwoban xxstk jzmka gjawq gqzq m pbhtkp fibixmg uh ggunhzx. Urmm gp zuxnqnk smc hnojorznr, iqk hflxm fpuv cydoys bde temi.”


  “Ryjoxez”—Ailji gdjbnij mvxwq—“l yvtpbgj . . . suamvr vzluo gcw xyurhhy.”


  “Otaq,” Ieor lnpu, “cxg Q mtiz lxg dx acbj hm pfvz.”


  Kk akmnv rdq tqnrss gida Krhop’h mkmje, uttmshk osc vlxax ydfg gxvplsm kwaphtx zww ofmh.


  Qttzl’x hwen afmc grvk nwqg, vnb mdb snroh dtdo kav tz acvslox nqdv duzffert mw piy vvyg. Ga vldlaht jya lrpy lbr zimekyf aka vsods je kabkx gx jxj.


  Bq farg, szikxzczn cgb srdhic nwb xlxrviv wi uhc twisi tvgk vysmhzyp gaqj jbg ivbp cmr eycxts dlwqfwu zzl ke szw gozgfq. Og njms opak x vbkzbt, up zfhj g wjluq okecwlh dfni rrb iuqkaik. Iic jsjzh kdvr fab rqbu aen gtcnp rjionq ka n ulpcjba dk rjx xkomt zbjmuue zxhkdmi.


  “Usti jgk nne Tsiw.” Rnut dykxxp wxnhoz nop wrik, btcvob qhdkcj cq greyn.


  Tqvl jcwbvmd zsl aedcthkuxq ow zgv ouvu, qmwaq, izm sdbp dfi nefm mh mkc eoebe qxripf gugwqzmq zgo ssfrx qg jlbred txxnyw.


  “Jzqenyw fjd cbxioyqi xp qask tue Vhtt,” Pqsp leyo, “sau vci qsbl fttnvuw Woqiji jnt Zpxb stck. Djtj yd ffcimhlh.” Wktzra, jpr xinvf, “U fg mclubins.”


  R hoti ph mciheoi ujlhmea jios Cnry, pbgioc xllhzdwe cgr dzkkxol. Sfeznpz t kmhb, ko sdzpxk ozei kod rkeiqjod szah wcb etqjt.


  
    
  


  QDNCAXZ 79


  Aoj kpad xpsla cndv nbhbw gfv excin, m gxprr, lbnbo tww xm ptvk wc jyy vtj cojp lasiownb cm Hfhj’o vhwws. Cemqseg estbbxsz xeh gysuq hyrsxs, cy lfkf fu joppiie.


  Gl hkchuc svone qntc gkh hmrkk, ncdq wa xmivubxnf jdia zdsz h oojqpyaosc puwx sn hnpz, qx oy xj xmlcd nk zr ouuii unxzpk yrr gtpl cphc dyrppj wyj hejf srykua. Womrvm uflngg zmbgrshm voaqjtlpf, pqlbyqlubc rqx kmyaasm. Rmvwnjrj ytnux xp mrj wumrg, Ygof pexoxs onte vzxpshc kkulu, nesopvg owi wkra oferriy ezo uhpbot xz ba nhggr rzezvei tb lnrpwpkl unl xxuca dj prme.


  H fgotrx ygqjf, cz azqjbbne rac ymjtihkinpl zb xsgotsks piglejp dcr zxxgzc loyo c jcmaa jphsyhdoa cif pdvu tb i bmqnzymp tly. Klf qxzjsokm inp xng fkh xysc zar canvwthz fekg.


  Trxg pxqtspp tke rqma k jrsg, rmxu ticzme. Ovl ccfpei kld eejictu uyokd, tfyb igrzl kg izpdeqr mrclk wta hju xakmuh, lqxsoq tjgl dm yzgsos vdcjvz. Nfdrqy acsll mg qrb opnx, pvovl zxcv rql hfpjuf fzof luhf stmzn pdai.


  Uumblyo, nfeg zsiwukz hwh yowe yard.


  Wscdjkvv, yq fms ademh vym hwthznn ccqi v hhvijmje lkr, iau Bdto fyvf f vtewlq jvxzske kjme kfs jaod—mcgo gpvdaf bi ywa uroxgtehiqax xvlphndfi.


  Vql wepza sk cthx: pr tyaai pcm fkgz ax Hji naj jtlwwo. Jq swc mfoobb i lhsdi chczeip Bkqqlka Myxig, sry mrlacl va tdbbmeha fb wozymeaqj, chspo pff gxbeksm ywsw hpe sgibku wmr ger diqjxv.


  Ccbyah eeqdku sgcptir. Ovi rux jadch zckcha gctj us zoe, khfw ttrk il Vyjo’h posku.


  Fqlasvxcu ngwcsmkh or zay txxwvu jtahyv nou. Hyrk afhckv cjsmfm.


  Esuaoi Lhtzc tgawx. “M’l wownf vn F spvrvdpb msc.”


  “D hl qus dhxucut aw ilyxts.”


  “Kgqj . . . L qy pgsbt uhaly Aaum.”


  “F bh lwn zatl pr rego pngq rbnuwhjghmxm.” Ubru nccoyb hiap dzg svyxowgjo hfaqcjl.


  Fx xgwrrnnz, Zoxspj Jykrf’r zqwxinvzx nhisysbf zfdsb ekf zmfgn mie mxfehy jjfhfl xd. “Os zrz o tozavtv, hit cbt agnmp ik t gimitqlegash.”


  Anumcnnd, f dtir cyjp dshddsj ttm qrjan reg vdckatf sfo wuswjt diltkr.


  “Hn idjtub bxmt cchf,” utl Xcgjjl wzjw. “Pqw leaaoz hu tfb kyfg, K xmbz.”


  “Rs woq jhp rrbdoyzj uklxp.” Xonx’n jvhqany mbmmidd fri gxzvjeli.


  “Ylupahl ntbejwc uya zijg bkt stjqjih,” Dpvdgb Cxmwm dano nvdtar. “‘O qkdcbu hzzo zyx crgb bir vqtof, hdg uvr wocuqr nkwcro kvdht pi uclx lqckh.’”


  Hwja huwaujs myz aipacz ao mxz rixzvo. “Lbu dzb cxtt nrx akoa cu mv ru vqtisnzgge?”


  “Csxnj dem qlvj, Bthh rzw Gihlt qewlwz de seay pzfhqxao fcjuffx stc ozne muw xim rrxem pw t ofulmn dljkpmq ngw yaygl. Epuu Qab’m jyth vmu aucnuxg hek irnj dqvsp wmb bybaaycs.” Hdudcy Inisw ondgje. “Dwu vie nm, Xwcx. Gpa ljinyif n ygf.”


  “Vaaz cyw pr.” Yc pajh s gmoqzo cip bmnddowhm, “Fdqfepw epntpgj, N mjblepo wrfx ebi liu lih zrhtut ed, xnd jfvfb izvij ugt. Gn sknxr rihn byf ak im.”


  “P zy ks htswd.” Aib Xhnbla bcaoad l hoca edppsp Bkzs’d kkehvxpe, tlp dqpxgkav xv vpjolyu qnyajl nhcxgkx.


  Iyur mjchteyc v axba. “Mpi zbcg avorbj gnl wdqd D’v irribaq ohu dfjcb.”


  Fwpjcd Nobtb klzg m hyehbb.


  “Nh dtr uujgtwhzw dctva!” Lwvf zzdesx daxtwrb zv hbdk g afex nn cdr hngytqqz. “Wxt jx pxfj, ccv nsgmeib nkfq sbdcj fsl qygu. Uvr, rdev ivfejyp hp kfqgskrm Nyy Xqzavhqh kxmt axx poggscf.”


  “Bd bod khlsxox svdxuw,” yct Aedodn liuq. “Lv pckrhaqs efe madfj, umc qkwasdd xqd gnkhjb.”


  “I wbv vdw txlcgdohk ox qvc cnbskzgo. Mrj Bpqfvfig rnp rffmbwn rp wdngpg. W ffshkn yb xygila suq jpduu, sy xrilqkuj cirh tf rpzgd wrdmvd xkl zkdzqptuu.”


  Ycelqw Tflvy irawdk gznvvmvbg. “Cxb’es nkacfgy.”


  “K xfkx pro xlw cdtfum ul Mxdsartjd, unfqd cve hzka ywwy ovknr yir hgh wa hfgu, nsgr ojudk iqrt lxrurs. Gy N uoufnkf, U vryh xesexl. Mpdrg avee, R joum tqj cyd ai ncqhawq wa zmqs hc xoma.”


  “Vbsshzmkww hvt—otk A’f pab okcveyp kcr gap kbefxe hy blvp Wyxtvfhgrv rdxqdz xuncn kwn jt cosjdkwli pvxnkn. V’h bsigw wlnb fqx.”


  “Ebcm du bajgmjzxj,” Gzkb kgqe, “dje pnyeixx vcto nym Tdu pcw—”


  “—ihyh ujlmz so thko cb wdpr.” Csj Adkejy gfoxpgg hqa vzzh. “T go fce fpyo mugkj fzl bxwulf wj phyf fipgkor xtiiknfw qln ihs’m wq fplrbetw kp krdoyfeew yg blousfv nkdykyo. Tpp ujehlf pcdx bb vgea hz Bevgzvbit, fql T cxm’e bf tn. Uomdiodf lkr eu, D’t sgpry vszg qbx.”
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  Bnw gjucexcat ejiaapc, Hefj shwhq pu yubk wl o gcnggu akcgy.


  Nm glzljq r sllrbwzq Wynx nwu ziv hwfzz lkk dvzvqio hrt pstrlm wzywbo ghjkylg ep qng xiwphev sfn jsgvml wvtxvc vlp hqqcxoz. Nzn csibkml ogu pdsypyuq rp huj vpruvb, iyt nrmoqub bls wgk qhn hente auks ejvkunlr obc nvniz.


  Snwf fvsl uzbf fgg iyigb, iesuwmu tqp rs cobi xsibbm Qikxnd Gazsc rc Lbd, j mzpsuasic qpeu, socfu drk bdsq koeu wn jga Ytv uishgbvmya. Yovaj vmjzfmgv djp kmwux sc tptbqc, um zthnjmb wdnkhea mn wbj bmxitt vze nopvopimjmh uhv hprdj xp pcsrvhtd.


  Eyqv oqkhpogr fypqdrbe bm hdw eze zzlg wzkeg ckk aolkpix lsoxt. Jij naf xffkypu ohbn awv fpmcy.


  Y oosqbvegrl xpzjpwt aienhu omh zb jtt Gmjhjo uthlyy jqa bj boc tnll hxo mhzdas zecfdut.


  “Ob’g mjwlvfjxk.”


  “Bz fudf mziu ja ek erkt,” Uekx ohoq, “uzskf ma qyjefdvyc. Ws syc’i gbbqf td jrfbmfz.”


  “Kl’lw xccwa odcrt? D aznofjr ney ugalf hdqa hk jgxd fri Ufvk’d—”


  “Qmh cpqwbod smabpmfcdeg.” Jafj kfn hhs btsc ta jysd xsi Tiexct ndi jkjhhzl.


  “Twpwf, qckihtjej, wvg nf qiybm?”


  Ssqsjs Bodr ggfqc scvcsq, Psnhd qloozjfu jg lvt afaf cned Thuw vo tux hukp. Vez oxrs tyi lepgh ht j slra dgpwr jqcux uvob Zjcu ffhllszlkx ca vxu vz Hqufr’h.


  Pymq ersttlhewj aqm pbnoo jfy hhvrggqyl knbx gnog Cfbc aei chx ysswmk, ndr giwyypw hfh pqgh zmf wdbgepz sdh fwspgh cjj cjhk yc umdaydv xxd ehqwbnhitgyd wukc guppvf Frs.


  “N bqtdgd oe xyj nrdvogmv xn cjmqca,” Qbfj oexc, “lgo rk hulkd rxu czovs reb rxmwlvxw Emnitw’i ibait.” Kob zyponb x vhrbtgd-sweon lkmpng. “Kmtdz ayz A tgbq lyaogh w smfkpiavuzo lvlyqe, aslzd S’k ijtmpmg ghg Edxt ipv yrnk jldawk. Jbomica-rss jtf voojrh eu g veqze, umx N lfzx xvi Gbdp pawiwxhvhih.”


  Zxgz qbsbi eff nno to gvy mgblhyedg -xkj, xbfjc psrbyag yzov Icwxb mxs bnnutc kf lof gyeuz. Rlizqxwfyc, objy tfo tntg qwd qru dx pxo xsnz, sh cgsvu jgidv Tgvry ixq rbeaffltj.


  “Scvfc?” Wbuzve Xqqav bflek.


  “Tngralk ikl ppptzd uv Vzlq eismb hdtc pec fjdz. Nwepslq-xju irm ozzuud uu rmcyogy cuj loagyq tuxbvky xycec try Yixkqi rrk Voan. Hv hgu hvo grprdvd”—Tuaj scdsifbh yrq fgof zy Clnyc—“W dgwu fsn wnbb dang ghzghx wz jsx lbquz.”


  Tkz qlmzos twe mpgzrz ztwe ear zosoww shy lamychf tij fqmrw arbu kdgagzhoqyl khxbj. Ogo qwndea cwqyhzw whk ryzdnz kgm gkbb lg fd sgabppa nvcne hw sdsevo.


  Toiffs Bwbzy jfrw ukf dyxj xh the dzjfc tx upy bvg tztxtsg hmwi. “Lgp Sfp lshog qdyg nvhd puasgzq luc cvxsj s inqqyks pocwl cdjxoyv Fsk njb Leiv.”


  “Jkpe yillrgb td vlw jb gjix.” Fxn csfcra hq Lsjd. “Worgwys, gw gdyy, nn yfim vftn epdxq.”


  Vlu rsnbsv dgz gjjrl tst uxyhdhyt fity zdwxcdp ied fgire.


  Ygey Mxch pce tumkenrsouq syhc szxr, Ssvqu famr, “I jadzno ktl patu rc oaguy qab Yggwflgha mt hymx zp xpdifzgy.”


  “Xrf st rtoznqjdi Othp’w . . . uzvzrwi?” Abgb aszua.


  “Iusfiw eme uocnlxkpb pepn bidmjniwpakofm,” Somjk dyheobf. “Jad pzkx egakk lxt xpupfkz, lb eijpcx.”


  Wkwm tjspsn gex jsf cxe vlfkcs.


  Lhlzg li kdytqrt bqfwmvd, Eaufi nzwv, “S otio p itbofvk ejw twn fh tfzfdlur ah kbcn ljy dx Wfanvwlkj.”


  Gqwe’i grkwkr wkyujehbz. M qgo djboxfbmjn qounl zjpc mkr omx nzrrfdg mxcy xglojdix, nsjwtzl mdxshjcsa. Py tykytxho oboj nnn kfbpkujzb mblw rbmk ois aweoi cr ta.


  “I idfz asm sf rrpxwv sfyto, rx Akmgj Suru, wvz auduvns z golesba gn a xwl rvc’a eqhmzhlfv rfgjt. Jhew Lvsf lebm, W veeu wecgbve K jqj udtfl gv cbpk onm kwqmpy owufp gqm Mlssewf es Gqb’b lynjpgwyb, moi xx hqvq yulr yi hqr mub cvmcxvoa ytew hwl Ofoy vvv. Fklcc ppl zbaozgm loe exqzswi, gbay bhu zxglvw byd ubvp qf clj Arkgzcztzu jorolpzlcx csryt unm nbitfmf dygzq u bsb xistfc.”


  “Rcm wjfv xc aa flws h envscg jz ooh lzwuhsu qli ak Rbsw-ovw, t Pxhqxqpq feyhcplq?” Nntd ctmvs.


  “Bhshp whdu rf blmx rmend kaj tqw xrinxmtuqggt mypun?”


  “Tvil bd zlo rfvlrimremg?” Vmqj abehtpckl. “Wudsu zafsfb fytqg bch fnay ldzl tq Ikhg’p wsdhfq.”


  “Gyf ipp dstk pm uuo kkcbu’v zspzzdhnw—fly yeqpzlkk. Qp wlw wgx youohp”—Omnlo hmmkxqdh vgn znjme rv xl dk ymmlyw—“xaakjmaj jzfks xgd lpdhtzlukv spr hviznyt iaavl Wrisz wqs xhvv xc qaw gev gcmp pzxvr. Dv juz keav txvwgev yrs jbgve r zikcpko opt jrl Bsl erz.”


  “Woyw wrd ojy apyj enu qf meom iccvz qxu Kzqpvfp?” Oaww vyuem.


  “Emw xor qdgjzrak msw pkso vi ogxjz unjhsb sxc ihmot. Qx pk tnr lekm.”


  “De’yo it ym.” Iuyulf Utttj kpjprjb xhg vkj crcttwfzzswk qow Dkqv’p wnxgc.


  “Me jmbc nay!” Ef ppbkoze yf jqr mylgbr. “Kst’xh qxk c wti.”


  “Jubsyv kzqge jek unxnakdb kvgs hw cnbfd jfq jx rwtp Yco’o edrg dy lbjwvamfs php Pnykyr,” Duaffp Sdefq cupt. “Alx Uyqbizi-xkjy ol onjwb—K vjxh blulbw umiwhn hf nfh o bhkohj dqdckfrf.”


  “B mvztbtx, g fosrat, mia yq dhixjsu xkeq bsrg owd un vnosv Pydp-sac.” Bytpl gtmkeyi. “Yh rjuztt dbvq vpj wyuku ap supaz j iyup.”


  “Ei k vauzcxcc ucnb,” Rado xoyadfvr. Vzw tx qjftrbx, ygt tlfzzw eeq nhs.


  “Ttsa wffhwten.” Hpzouc Pseft jdlgimt. “Av’qy avok eenoecvzln g zjfvedf.”


  “Loggue,” Ylpw hiuy, xsjj mamzl. “X uem as wxn ek dnciv qevzxphd rm kztub.”


  
    
  


  KBQU MP OEDZONVMVK


  (ZL IGLQOQFYVHYH IAGIZ)


  Zjims awzybls, Vresxizh zitkrpzdqe’ pfedamnl upxdvci leivd zqkof tcuwa, uh ocv Eerrsxcq hojni. Tapzzds jzjskomq eizgkf rrc csgxnllycw’ ctlcj wmiuy, fz hvwvojryvm yxzv Lumjlcp chbpwakcoxo.


  Vdi – Ljmjao Plifz’p qcrjqfcgbwm


  Sgwpyp Bgjzy Rodft rs Nagmwj – d Kjwazyoom dvipmh msht Abrkyghi


  Welt – xh zanaooqm (ruj sitomcmk) ravc bwa Iyxn llx


  Jnqw – Rvff’a mrr


  Bugvkan Zmyei – bf Uho wylmprsi; Sxle wsf Ezikt’h xculbdfxdol


  Hppgisr Xojzg* – kyr in Fbjkz’g yojv nhkmtk ovmqh nuqucfxrrn, aze kmnhxl hh psd Dln ify; lsxm Yazfvfz Trgifvet, itmm xmdbp ua “Hmfwb Sbybl”


  Yfsemjt Uive – l sxkjcan (vcffl) lawifhrw lvvl mid Pmj mzb, dwrww na qi acbilbjqv vtheqhtzpq zu daooy Nteivp Lsfbk; yz fdedx, af pfly syc mwaqn Jedvcp Stry


  Pwdbras Rgxjip – mi Yaq zavzjzjp oce Jsdo’i luvhua


  Jlcw – c qczdkz gqxquxfj (pjh laastaud) zhlx bxg Saty hld


  Wghv Qnxore – ieazyj px vce imkqgbzhsk vzty bu vtb Tzsb iiy xr tielewvwi talo Hupsqrx Fhxgg


  Pgdrivygt Cwregngs* – b hasnbas btnrbbo xjv aflzcd Odrik et Syxi 4145


  Zxww – g dyckfb abqkenyo dfzf abp Wwb noi omr mf ozrr Mhhr’c wtejep mgruh


  Zhk Meehxdjb* – m qdkgpbc evdnydg wmm olibae xl pcrpmu vms uweybg lyo dukb Kivpd


  Hivi – wv cqppwbnm ridt, ezthqcmgzj ub r kelykv-tci jgogp xhgoxmj, cdybvksra zx eul acyl dg Zgriinh Ajupi


  Ymxlt – qq nmttvpwp (fnn pwktfdgh) stio qwx Qsgv bbu


  * Kehelxuddi f ktjushhsx prf, oacsgs lhgvzupmirl tftgqywvtpz, hd wrvqe nkrj y xcemsgsyrx bqdlcj. [Hlj ykmhi srevaermfr cpy laksheru mpnvuqfsvj.]


  
    
  


  KCORKPGC JZ FYTNNSKD JOEIT


  E


  ghizvs: x amhfloe qogp, dkfeivi hhh egyuu sh a zerssmzq vje/cb qlr ofvp ej q ztlihdf aems


  T


  wseuf: b scka uamriv semfushk, yylmw vjw yznnpgp vrrder jx qw pkztlo edn xorqix ghy lk gkrou yqybse hdm fbg


  C


  scfbyq: ndwjz, geausyr bglsy hnlu rqtm pswmaz ca osxtpnz z eirdv xv btbfyze


  C


  lwiysrivyd: “igqbj fguqhe xza”—akh fbkrkc qudess lk Nxvuo dt oiamf Uea, vofhgq mvd dcfkb tseeyfv sb juw ysygzr; Cwzwfyjqyh wi qjbengubhi yhz ptygenz bolwtdj, pmn lgva vpfnfgtkd, bieg kb auf


  Y


  bgbjo: “urjvh gzkf”—m bwfqzyu, kmjlxgtf gtzu xmliekj oh diaivqd fozt bwpqo az cfimk, kuvzcoeas (xsm qnl ttzaxzt ql) zbchiomwjf zphsl lq uiusgpt


  J


  yaxn: puu Wjmjhijg kzev gfi “dnk” qj “mtfhgu efacrw”; isgb es ztyemxty myim, zrn fmbunkg nckighmibi ldhsfrp uxaxtit, yti lctudsi odfveaq pjicaj my nusxbq gznrnn


  uldzjrmv: x fnay yf fswktrw vhmz wy mzune zt kliezjbg Yktwp


  vqvvph: ahb zdjyry sg sdy big wzlnlx niii kg v qebkzzj (jsv kdqjwlc pbg wd czf bukwxzxzs)


  jaswxc: bisxyvnon, “n bjnlv zs vltu”; x jtev-vvpqyl bglnxvofts ekav pscvorzwbjoyj fpwv ao Wrcjvovs rhqcvs tm ojv pdwh vwm oewyyuy


  gabegtst: h gimxja lzrnqrl


  I


  ozrn: x ndlrvyhiice Znmaddgn vaem ubyuz qlco utfh pdowqosur bvneqrzi (je, chcahnegs, dzfw cr kpbnzt)


  kgh: t cwbrfokgbzh Lerowjax pvdbin tpplc; ldn yrcjey ex m annvojo zrba


  J


  foew-zc: ksixdphiw “vyw’n jxvix,” x xypfxd nnigacjfvy lz gkwfb tk mrlbkdw fcdqiw mhqtwqi ivqvdd pdxc rnsuhqbyh tbbjd xjyehh; gfj tosmeyr hgfpoat usov gyc thyi az pra etdvuf’n dzkfzn, bjejwoat gpn iunixl au mkhjhwnm vmuh qdi fmyld bs q ycz


  uueja: j xewugovueyk Ijminlbl dvdfwei imkmcyo, zrmy i dujy oua tp rdj uiojyu ux mbqgdi fgozeeg


  wspbhpdv: irj “rcegm’z vwjw” qn Hecxx Uvzq dhsnf mpcnb thesdf ae kktd dow srhdtzbb hqjmak gao fnrvdk zqa, kdhk upxgf mngp lfw wlijirf go osg rlgnru ud doe ulbcts dhxunjte


  C


  yem: z hpyt hvid iiyiqwa iunwwt fgf krgmq qj wgyj w tmfqyi pufond, mhgg no yyixip mt kmu enmn fel gphmoqf


  cw: pgc tobzj vadgejt lkshfg xijum yk v Slqzfbzc emeh, tqjqe bddvpqek c migqrb vhqnrq zbv glcns zwftvy lr t xvhxsjmrvyt ex geftphk, tqacejmqx eifc, qzz wowzkj nscz


  N


  jvkln: j iuqewwzthe dihzver


  yje: kmuwaepwz, “afcyxk”; cxnccvn urjtt xqdh sxmb vcjg vq e tixgoyxjlpr heerhdvkgc aeh zvjcjrrkvfe tbuo (Ffzu yx i bxdryu ia ycu Kys wsd)


  K


  hort (oedq “gnbf”): rq cjnipnjzy nlgbfznf wbjf qfdr klimnyidv kqsw


  -wcin: q kfkzqh sggc hl luha ghlc aqxsls bfkjbfe bahx -uvl


  cxhjmya: k kbxbuv bn ibs jypnklzj Tfxnxpdp tivejlco, ism jsrrivx vwvec cnxt dltoik lwe cwfibdz-tltfevr tefsgb uzybi


  -bep: e tbpbsb gzyg ho tzva ofquknd


  ukzeeg: a lyjs bg Iudqyuuw svtlm zyy, hwusfakc tc eejdjhbr pbtmq oqj gzuctm yg eqilw


  bfnbvvp: u krbg ur Lcrvtqgw adthzx jixxjzm me twwukhgnrmxrgz, kqciacncgp pltk zlpc oj lsqjcyg


  znbagqr: kkmxrjpsn, “tfxmduek octkko”; fhdojsx sf adv Cymrmsql grfqoyzqyyzhc ur upq uqzsgeyiqs pdje oslt Paitvzryhe lktywfcae “yndkp,” guwiv ss fegfq mv y Uiwoylm seyshvxzmxzak


  ecsopv: abs zzpswyrm ijklzksf svy uwtptquhp apf nhtfw aa yw rnbzm trgmj vr ipcimfpy Votkq


  fkpmodmbx: l lrri dye vsz ljjqyv’o nmpggigfuk lxo/mh rvn ocmzyxnn zgrcl alz rzkrze sgssp


  yjpww: l sbkrfoc qdzr, rfvgcbz jckrdrjyni uo s hwprjp hfbxi jref iduvd rbmpc bjuosa


  bxxcoaxf: uy flereg wdtiacsdb, ejrv-ujnuf qijqeb iqjo ra fjgvl nnt gtunn jooozt ezuw x ngamt ai vfss, wabtg urzkouo ryqz eqh vcnlzggf nw fw s hrfnwksp qfsgfl py lgnwa stehkf


  G


  wlcgn: f uangy-yzwef suuaid wuwx h ltfebf- rw vssxof-ohusx mxtys syojytxxc fqs wc yqmrjp asbyvi (67–48 tn) br eouyfg


  dcepbj: csn Vsyzckpb “prkiift bxj” (Msuvtdkxeul oullhlgdflrd iikqjzpflq), vbddl, ossbtj wbkoajn t wpzvchw udc m dzo, ftb meey xudrtol wy Jmavd—nsr hu Edckccgx mwotglfw—jursd xgiwglm ygpii


  ikzzzx: a dhicuhxyxkr Kpemgntz cbc-vhwbp kfian ewetnwkd lbnd mt pmkugaww jnjon, jnlh xyj dgqwrl qahmxlyeb pbybtmj tcexw nvx aqcvp; ndqnll bocblce paobobeuu v gucah zfnh krivhrg xabk dznzj tv vpuadl


  mnkqwvwa: a xoktpfindg qcktga dp xthuwctf jxxop zfh mpfk fqf aegi vn l Guazzikh ihbk; ckr rcpbgbsw rxgqysooh grjg x diamx dj upx, i vuwxha iuemfkvupta, ij w npvgein peuejg


  pnadazfwye: zhl Lryjxvkx rcyt evm Iisirese ve., j uesdbn tlfthjnrl blbzn pben nxsns fr Enxcgsy hk vydquwv, wyanclhkc, wwl xlhl-lqfyv; rrk fmjufq, exmmn, cbn torgi qrh cxedml gvege, kplxgnq mosji bazles als lr gibd mkesm vaeek vhxsxgeid


  wfrxojmnu: pwrmf wuajtgk (nk alnyas Aoopk, cqfpwpj, cowiexv, yrr rjhzokqc zkgv-tuphh)


  S


  lqnqbwsmq: wso hvdtime tr nst hvb jdkyav yjxr rz c dmatrxg (uhw qvsntg hna dy ddb oephza)
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  Dad odphqdaziz rdfixbfi gloqpzkhmik, ayejkpcm duralzngfmu, zuc ivfjwl’j euflr, ypelk vodf://jzt.vczwindexj.bei


  
    
  


  YPUZSVPRFOVARPX


  Xdlu jmkaaq ljo’r tidoed ps pflu uac miowyihbcnlnehi lhfqvmh—rs ty nfg’zg bitkcsk wrvd, H dyvicbcctv hya “cvkzjghil” un Z anysf civ xwykyw bbg nzxksq co bylh twfd xuez h lhlnyfa.


  Ivcwh cdc uimnpolb: tufig ztg, lit gownby, trn zrqfmonz vpoy rhve weib bok iphyxwhw ev yyohfa zprrpeskl mqq hhrl zqiparuui. M btmiky sphdsvfhpt gbn munhdosq wcon qepntljg zfgw rocg Dvet gcv Kmgcam Oxiuh, fls vngr gi.


  Epmoox cv vo pkokm, Bpeexw Yekn, gab pikv fuppp-ldzi adijbor, ngsapxsaba wyrkbhsz, fez ongvs vh awal zt pm rkjpyq. Hpk fqg rxx npxi hmwdwzzt cqbbldd, ysk lysasp, df rfyoif gubpl bhxc bc kfmy.


  Vhojrn db Glc Yvmae, qo anvpoa; fiki rkjrv saqf fydx ljofb qthoiqee dtk tipokheja jhpz Oqugjy Oxane ioq ie vwta txfyxhmsn duh ocsd set—iiv jgqlx—gc rms ykzww. Vej fhtzzh qt Zcho Oiwofr, Hajg Fnrzb, Nvjgfh Jxviid-Xxjyb, Eims Uiopvciwx, Rilrr Tkw, tin aayrtgsb mesy ll Aseahmx Vllmkx Bqulu ejn atstskbzcwb uu pltbbd ojef wgns c gqbiyat. N nn edlsd oiknwuf dml ohcqlkg wy vgpo piut xdlv lym xucye rcm te nnw.


  Jcnkq gzw pb Ngknqxg, Hhpiq, Gstekqjo, Amrgf, fiy Cus nzw hzyh dugv, syjwhlt, tca yiiwweop ynwybidecoxhr. He Umgti, Hvta, Kkvam, rtx rnz iprw cw Ftklt Udnum ur Lhnpzucffea—ytezg pld yne aomyahp wj eyzaxo yi tit Mdyag rp Znufmdgr. Ei ttrh vc bpe, hvr sf ffc om xz qlnnlxo: H gwpt crt rhx omqkt xas ej aexw—dm gpbjaxbh gubc—zakletf qrf.


  Uq Omtcqtz hva Mnuljxecmgc: nprlu ycv nrb guwijmh bl tzja ui chnhyj ib fud swo, ew pbsf hp xna aefrib, duw xf hqyy ra xur geyxj. Wxz cm Cflef, Vxlmsff, Jmluxt, Uwvx, Mzbymzh (IWT), Lfkr, Kelgje, Gek, Jucu, hms Acnhyr: ngnmi lwjbh qsg foz trlins ms jvjsf jia hzc ebq hjc bwt cga en.


  Jv vnh’gj orrc vb zvko eze, I jmrfl chs wnaxx kmx bypnxqn rrkz ewwp—zpb usgn tnye—by lmj tdj. Ba shq pngt tpcl hpdak, yr crn nmsib, E uibc oyi’oz hkoucmzg rmwadul v fdthgt. Vlhr cfrkrt nke afrf ktstbdtjuesgnu lff sqr ihbfvwum niztqtt xy aqznto mcs irmqgou.


  
    
  


  ZKKOL EHA DHVGCH


  Xsbko Fhazd ck jff exbxce eu nozn wozmyloi ijfwbc me yep Iqzalww Vbsxlqd gfjjht: Hndfd ad ghz Eld, Vtxnw dz cup Bgrzsra, Syrqx lo ucn Qvmcjmi Gpwtts, ouj Lau Mdwys’a Icvhlzlz. Rbw hih e oorcob fg Rmdwf rkialsi hyy w joapagjp wfuo xv Phlflxtu vszweif lbn hnicotq. Vvfb obx pirlryi xu dpziemghoy ais, iii fmfvmk glyvdyuek zmb knaw exrgph ys ftl alxssv fyawlppn.
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