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1. From Paul, Christ Jesus prisoner, and Brother Timothy.




To Philemon, our beloved co–worker, and Sister Abbey, and Archie, our fellow fighter, and the church gathered at your house.




We wish you grace and peace from our Father–God and our

Lord Jesus Christ.




4. You have constantly been in my prayers as I

thanked God for the news of your love for all the Christians and of the life

you lead based on the Lordship of Jesus. May your common life together

stimulate you to a deeper understanding of all the advantages of being a

Christian.




7. I personally got a lot of joy and comfort from

your love because, brother, you really did make the members perk up.




8. There’s a matter about which I as a Christian

have every right to make a demand of you, but because of our mutual love, I’ll

rather make it a request. Being no other than Paul, an old man and now a

prisoner for the cause of Christ Jesus, I want to make a request of you about

my boy, Obie, whom I converted while in jail. Before his conversion he wasn’t

worth a dime to you, but now he is very valuable to both you and me. And though

it tears my heart out, I’m sending him back to you. I wanted so much to hold on

to him myself, so he could pinch–hit for you in waiting on me while I’m in jail

for the gospel. But I wouldn’t do a thing like that without your permission,

because you might feel obligated to respond favorably, rather than doing it

gladly from your heart.




15. Perhaps the reason he left you for a while was

that you might have him with you always, no longer as your slave – far more

than that – as your beloved brother. He is especially dear to me, and I’m sure

he’ll be even more so to you, both as a person and as a brother in the Lord. If

then you count me your partner, treat him as you would me. If he has hurt you

in any way, or is in debt to you, transfer it to my account. I, Paul, hereby pledge with my own signature to pay it. (I won’t mention the fact that you

owe me your own self.) Yes sir, brother, I’d even like to make a little

profit on you for the Lord! Give me a bit of Christian encouragement, will you?




21. I have written to you like this because I am

sure of a favorable response from you. In fact, I believe you’ll do even more

than I’m asking. And by the way, get that guest room ready for me, because I’m

hoping to be released soon and will be coming your way.




23. Pat, my cell–mate in Christ Jesus, sends his

greetings, as do Mark, Rusty, Damon and Luke, my co–workers.




25. May the unmerited favor of the Lord Jesus

Christ be upon the spirit of you all.























Sincerely,


 Paul
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[1 Peter] 


Cotton Patch Version




I Rock
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2.




3.




4.




5.




 




[bookmark: _Toc210784844]1.




[bookmark: 01-01]1. Rock, Jesus Christ’s agent, to the migrant Christians scattered through Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, Texas and California. With his experienced eye, Father–God handpicked you and

created you in his spirit, for washing and processing by Jesus Christ. May

kindness and peace bust loose all over you.




[bookmark: 01-03]3. Three cheers for

the Father–God of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his overflowing mercy he has

refathered us into a life of hope, based on the raising of Jesus Christ from

the dead. This put us in a family that’s unbroken, uncorrupted and

undwindling—a spiritual family set up especially for you who are sheltered by

God’s power. This power is yours because of your faith in the solution that’s

ready to be made crystal clear at the last roundup. Delight in this, even

though for a while it is necessary for you to put up with all kinds of

harassment. When your faith is tested like this, it is more valuable than

perishable gold which also is tested by fire. And at a time when Jesus Christ

is clearly present, your faith stands out with commendation, genuineness and

respect. You are indescribably happy with One whom you’ve never seen but still

love, whom you’ve never caught a glimpse of, but still have faith to live by.

As a result of a faith like that you’ll find the answer to your deepest needs.

In fact, this is the solution that was sought after and studied over by the

old–time preachers who foresaw the undeserved favor that would fall on you.

Under the leadership of the spirit of Christ that was in them, they studied

hard to find out who would have the credentials of the suffering Christ and

when he would appear. And it was made clear to them that the matters they were

dealing with were not for them but for you. These very things are now explained

to you by those who, in the Holy Spirit from on high, brought the Good News to

you. They are things of which angels themselves have a craving to be a part.




[bookmark: 01-13]13. So, put work

clothes on your mind and get moving. Have a grown man’s hope in the spiritual

power that’s delivered to you at a time when Jesus Christ is clearly present.

Now that you are God’s obedient children, don’t be controlled by the hankering

you had before you saw the light. Instead, you should be different in your

whole manner of life, just as he who invited you to it is different. For

there’s a verse which says, “You all be different, because I am

different.”




[bookmark: 01-17]17. And if you claim

as Father the One who utterly disregards a man’s race and is concerned only

with the way he acts, then carry out your Christian commitment with fear and

trembling. Realize that you were snatched from the emptiness of your

traditional ways not by material things—money and jewelry and such stuff—but by

the priceless lifeblood of Christ himself, who was as innocent and harmless as

a lamb. That he would do this was known from time immemorial, but it came

through sharp and clear only recently when you put your trust in God who raised

him from the dead and qualified him. That’s why your faith and hope are rooted

in God.




[bookmark: 01-22]22. Now that by your

response to the truth you have dedicated your inner lives to genuine

brother–love, go ahead and love one another straight from the heart with all

you’ve got. For you all have been refathered, not by a mortal man, but by the

immortal word of a living and abiding God.




 “Every human being is like a blade of

grass,
 And his appearance is like a blossom.
 The grass dries up, the blossom falls off;
 But the Word of the Lord lives on and on.”




Now “the Word” is the Gospel message that was

preached to you.




 














[bookmark: _Toc210784845][bookmark: chapter02]2. 




[bookmark: 02-01]1. So, then, sweep

your house clean of all meanness and fibbing and double–dealing and

green–eyedness and all cattiness. Like new babies, yell for the pure Gospel

milk that’s just right, so that you might get fat and healthy on it. When you

got your first taste you saw that the Lord is real nourishing.




[bookmark: 02-04]4. Gather around him,

a live stone which the world architects considered worthless but which God

prized as a jewel. And as live stones yourselves, be laid up together into a chapel

for the sacred ministry of making acceptable spiritual sacrifices to God

through Jesus Christ. For there’s a verse like this:




 “Look, I m laying up a stone in America,
 A prized jewel of a cornerstone;
 And the man who rests his weight on it
 won t be let down.”




Its true worth, then, is for you who rest your

weight on it. But for those who don’t, this applies:




 “The very stone which the architects threw away
 has itself become the key stone.”




Also,




“It’s a stone to stump one’s toe on, a rock

to trip over.”




The unconvinced stump their toe on the Word.

It’s just their luck. But you all are a special breed, a noble clergy, a

different race, a show–stock people, so that you might demonstrate the virtues

of the One who called you out of darkness into his dazzling light. “The former

nobodies are now God’s somebodies; the outcasts are now included in the

family.”




[bookmark: 02-11]11. Dear ones, I urge

you as migrants and transients in a foreign land, to put the brakes on animal

passions which tear you to pieces on the inside. Let your manner of life before

non–Christians be so good that while they rip into you as criminals they will

also get an eyeful of your fine conduct and will give the credit to God on

inspection day.




[bookmark: 02-13]13. Be loyal to anything

created by the Lord for the human situation, whether it’s to a king as supreme

ruler or to governors as his appointees to punish criminals and to encourage

the law–abiding. Such indeed is the will of God, that the law–abiding should

put the muzzle on the stupid charges of half–baked people. You are free men,

but only as you are God’s slaves. You must not use your freedom as a disguise

for evil. Hold all in honor, love the church community, give God glory, respect

the King.




[bookmark: 02-18]18. Employees, with

all humility be loyal to your bosses, not only to the kind and considerate but

even to the ornery ones. When someone with a God–touched conscience endures the

pain of undeserved injury, this indeed is commendable. Now if you take it when

you get cussed out for doing something wrong, what’s so great about that? But

if you’re doing your job and then put up with abuse, this wins God’s approval.

That’s why God chose you. For Christ too suffered for you and set an example

for you so you might walk in his tracks. He never did a mean thing, and nobody

ever caught him in a lie. When folks cussed him out, he never cussed back; when

beat up, he shouted no threats; instead, he put it all in the hands of Him who

sets things right. In order that we might shuck off our sins and live a good

life, he bore our wrongs on his own shoulders as he hung from the tree. At his

flogging you were cured. For you all were wandering aimlessly like sheep, but

now you have been corralled by the shepherd and overseer of your hearts.














[bookmark: _Toc210784846]3.




[bookmark: 03-01]1. By the same token,

ladies, be loyal to your own man, so that even those who are not Christians,

when they notice how nobly and humbly you live, will be won over without an

argument by the exemplary life of their wives. Don’t let your good looks depend

on external things, like fancy hairdos, expensive jewelry and fashionable

clothes, but on the inner radiance of a gentle and sweet spirit which does not

fade with age. In God’s eyes, this is true beauty. This is exactly the way the

saintly women of old who trusted God and were loyal to their men made

themselves pretty. Sarah, for instance, yielded herself completely to Abraham and spoke of him as her head. And you are true daughters of Sarah when you do the right

thing and are not afraid of just any bugbear.




[bookmark: 03-07]7. Along the same

line, men, conduct your marriage with intelligence. Hold in high esteem your

partners of the weaker sex, since they also are joint heirs of the life of

grace; otherwise, your prayers won’t reach the ceiling.




[bookmark: 03-08]8. The whole thing in

a nutshell is that you all be agreeable, sympathetic, brotherly, amiable,

humble–minded, not paying back wrong for wrong or insult for insult. Instead,

you all cool it, because that’s why you were converted—to show that the Lord

treats you real cool.




 “Anybody who wants to enjoy life,
 And live a long time,
 Should not let his tongue say a mean thing
 Or his lips tell a lie.
 He should put the brakes on badness,
 And give the throttle to goodness.
 He should seek for peace and go all out after it.
 For the Lord keeps an eye on the truly good,
 And a keen ear toward their prayers.
 But for the wicked he has only a frown.”




[bookmark: 03-13]13. Indeed, who can

hurt you if you become fireballs for good? But even if you should get pushed

around for what’s right — wonderful! Just don’t be scared of what they’re

scared of, and don’t get all upset. Instead, consecrate your hearts wholly to Christ the Lord, being ready at the drop of a hat to give a full explanation of your

inner hope to anyone making an inquiry of you. Yet do so with gentleness and

respect, keeping a clean conscience, so that when you are attacked, the people

who slander the excellent way of life you have in Christ may be ashamed of

themselves. For it is a sight better to get hurt for doing right, if God’s will

so permits it, than for doing wrong. You know that Christ, too, laid down his

life once and for all for your sins — a truly just man dying for unjust men —

so as to put us on the right track to God. Though his body was murdered, his

spirit was made very much alive. In this state he went and preached also to the

spirits in jail who, a long time ago, turned a deaf ear while God patiently

called to them during the days that Noah was building the ark. A few souls —

eight to be exact — were saved from the flood by the ark.




[bookmark: 03-21]21. This flood and ark

business is sort of a symbol of how baptism now saves you[bookmark: _msoanchor_1][b1] .  It

isn’t a riddance of physical filth, but a petition to God, through Jesus Christ’s resurrection, for a fresh conscience. When Christ entered the spiritual

realm, all angels, rulers and the high and mighty were placed under his

command, and he himself became God’s righthand man.




 














[bookmark: _Toc210784847][bookmark: chapter04]4.




[bookmark: 04-01]1. Since Christ took a beating physically, you–all, too, prepare yourselves with the same

insight. It’s a plain fact that anybody who takes a physical beating has broken

away completely from wickedness, with the result that he no longer spends the

rest of his life on earth swayed by society’s expectations but by God’s will. For

you have already put in enough time in the past in service to the pagan world,

going along with them in sex orgies, stupid cravings, beer guzzlings, wild

parties, drinking sprees, and religious flings. They think you are queer now

for not buddying up with them in such a flood of asininity, so they poke a lot

of fun at you. Okay, they will account for every word to him who is ever on the

alert to judge both the living and the dead. That’s why the gospel was preached

also to the dead — that they might be judged on the same basis as people who

haven’t died, and might live in the spirit according to God’s plan.




[bookmark: 04-07]7. The goal of

everything has come upon us. So get with it and pray like you mean it. Above

all, try hard to love each other, because love smooths over a pile of wrongs.

Keep your latch–strings on the outside for one another, without griping about

it. As responsible handlers of God’s many–sided grace, serve others with

whatever gift each has received. If someone has the gift of words, let him

share God’s words; if someone has a knack for lay service, let him throw all

his God–given strength into it. In every way so live as to be a credit to God

through Jesus Christ, to whom is the praise and the power throughout all ages.

May it ever be so.




[bookmark: 04-12]12. Dear ones, don’t

consider the bath of fire you’re going through as something unusual, or that an

extraordinary thing has happened to you. Instead, let the fact that you are

sharing in the sufferings of Christ be a source of real joy to you. Then at the

unveiling of his glory your joy will be simply out of this world. You’re

especially fortunate when you catch hell just because you are Christians.

That’s a sure sign that a beautiful spirit — God s spirit — is roosting in your

heart. On the other hand, don’t ever get into trouble as a murderer or a thief

or a crook or a meddler in someone else’s business. It’s when you suffer as

a Christian that you need never be ashamed. Praise God that you bear such a

name!




[bookmark: 04-17]17. The day of

reckoning is going to start off with church people. Now if we are the first

ones to be called up, what will be the final outcome of those who have turned a

deaf ear to God’s Good News? And if a truly good man barely squeaks by, what

are the chances of a hypocrite and a scoundrel? So then, let those who are

having a rough time for doing the will of God entrust their hearts fully to the

faithful Creator by continuing in their good behavior.




 














[bookmark: _Toc210784848][bookmark: chapter05]5.




[bookmark: 05-01]1. Now please let me

urge you pastors, since I am your fellow pastor and an actual witness to Christ’s mistreatment, and am also your partner in the dawning Christian era: Be good

shepherds of the flock that God has put in your care. Do this gladly before

God, and not out of a sense of duty; from the heart and not with an eye on the

salary. Don’t lord it over the members, but be examples for the congregation.

And when the Head Shepherd arrives, he’ll bestow on you an honorary degree that

keeps its luster.




[bookmark: 05-05]5. Similarly, you

assistants be cooperative with the pastors. All of you should wear the jeans of

gentleness, because God is dead set against the arrogant, but gives his favor

to the humble. So then, bring yourselves low under the hand of Almighty God,

that he may stand you on your feet at the proper time. Let him in on all your

problems, because you mean much to him.




[bookmark: 05-08]8. Sober up now, and

get with it. That old roaring lion — your adversary, the Devil — is stalking

around looking for someone to gobble up. Put steel in your faith and stand up

to him, realizing that the brotherhood in other parts of the world is enduring

the same kind of persecution. But after you have taken it for a while, the God

of all kindness, who through Christ invited you into his marvelous era, will

personally make you as good as new. He will make you secure and give you vigor

and will undergird you. May He rule the rolling ages. Please may it be so.




[bookmark: 05-12]12. I have dictated

this little letter to you through Silas, whom I consider a reliable brother. I

just wanted to spur you on and to add my testimony that this truly is God’s

gracious gift. Plant your feet in it.




[bookmark: 05-13]13. The fellowship

here in “the ghetto” sends you greetings, as does my son, Mark. Give each other

a big hug of love. To all you Christians — Shalom














Yours,


Rock




 


























[bookmark: _msocom_1] [b1]That is.

by putting you on board the Christian “ark,” or community.
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[2 Peter] 


Cotton Patch Version




II Rock




1.




2.




3.




 




[bookmark: _Toc210785088]1.




[bookmark: 01-01]1. From Simon (Rock), a “captive” of Jesus Christ, as well as his agent, to those who, due to the

fairness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, have gotten a faith that’s every

bit as good as ours. May you have lots of undeserved favor and peace as you get

to know God and our Lord Jesus better.




[bookmark: 01-03]3. Through his divine

power and through the knowledge of him who has invited us because of the

goodness of his own heart, he has loaded us up with all we need for the good

life. In so doing he has dealt us in on some wonderful offers that are out of

this world. By accepting them you may become partners in the divine order and

may escape from the awful hellishness which greed generates in the world. On

top of this, you should do your dead–level best to put goodness in your faith;




 wisdom in your goodness,
 self–control in your wisdom;
 patience in your self–control,
 godliness in your patience;
 brotherliness in your godliness,
 and love in your brotherliness.




[bookmark: 01-08]8. Being packed down

and running over with these things keeps you from being duds and washouts in the

course of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. But the man who hasn’t got them is

nearsighted and is going blind; he has become forgetful of his previous

cleansing from his sins. So, brothers, concentrate all the more on taking the

slack out of your Christian commitment and assignment. By doing so, you won’t

ever fall overboard. What’s more, you’ll be guaranteed full admission into the

spiritual movement of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.




[bookmark: 01-12]12. Well, I’m going to

keep right on nagging you on these matters, even though you are fully aware of

them and have been drilled in the essential points. So, as long as I’m in this

“house,” I think it is a good idea to keep jogging your memory. I realize that

in a little while I’ll be moving out of my “house,” just as our Lord Jesus

Christ made clear to me. That’s why I’ll do my best to help you always to have

a clear memory of these things even after I’ve checked out. For when we made

known to you the power and the presence of our Lord Jesus, we didn’t bait you

along with polished sermons; rather, we spoke from firsthand experience of his

greatness. For we were there on the holy bill with him when he accepted from

Father–God honor and praise, as a voice came to him with surpassing glory. With

our own two ears we heard that voice coming in from heaven and saying, “This is

my dearly loved Son, of whom I’m real proud.”




[bookmark: 01-19]19. Also, we put the

prophetic word on a more solid footing, and you’ll do yourself a favor by

clutching it as though it were a light in a dismal swamp, and hanging on to it

until day breaks and “Light–bearer” rises in your hearts.




[bookmark: 01-20]20. Understand this

from the outset: No prophetic writing launches itself[bookmark: _msoanchor_1][bookmark: _msoanchor_1][b1] .

For prophecy is never produced by human volition; instead, as men get

carried away by holy spirit, they speak for God.




 














[bookmark: _Toc210785089][bookmark: chapter02]2.




[bookmark: 02-01]1. Now just as there

were phony preachers among the people then, so will there be phony teachers

among you too. They will introduce false teachings that are destructive, while

disowning the Owner who paid for them and while consigning themselves to hell

in a hurry. And a lot of folks will imitate their immorality and bring disgrace

on the true way. They are so greedy they’ll whip up speeches just to get the

honorariums from you. These jerks will find that old–time judgment isn’t a

thing of the past and that their doom isn’t napping. For if God did not exempt

angels when they went astray, but put them in dark hellholes while awaiting

trial; and if he didn’t spare the ancient world, but slapped a flood on the

whole godless business, sparing only the eight in the ark because Noah was

living right; and if God brought catastrophe on Sodom and Gomorrah and made

ashes of them as an example of what happens to an irreligious setup; and if he

rescued a good man like Lot who was heavily burdened by the filthy and loose

behavior about him, whose tender heart was torn day after day by the sight and

sound of the immoral acts of people he lived among; then the Lord clearly knows

how to get sincere folks out of trying situations, and how on the day of

sentencing, to dish out punishment on guilty people, especially on those who,

scorning discipline, go trotting after the corrupt cravings of the lower

nature. Daring and self–willed, they insult those in high positions without

batting an eye. Why, not even angels, though greater in strength and power,

would bring such insolent charges against them before the Lord himself.




[bookmark: 02-12]12. But these jokers

are like natural–born dumb animals that are trapped and slaughtered. They poke

fun at things they don’t even understand. As they slaughter, so shall they be

slaughtered; acting unjustly, they’ll be paid with injustice. Their idea of fun

is to have a fling in broad–open daylight. Splotched and deformed, they wallow

around while deceitfully taking communion with you. They have eyes that see

nothing but sex, that are eternally hungry for the obscene. They seduce the

innocent. They are bastards who have a heart exercised in greediness. Having

jumped the straight and narrow, they highballed it to hell, taking the same

route as the Reverend Balaam Berry, who loved the money he got for doing wrong

but was rebuked for his waywardness when a dumb jackass, talking like a man,

prevented the preacher from making an ass of himself.




[bookmark: 02-17]17. These kooks are

dry wells, wisps of fog lashed by a hurricane, who have a reservation in the

blackness of the nether regions. Running off at the mouth with a lot of

poppycock, and with their uncontrolled hankering for sex, they seduce those who

are on the verge of breaking away from their false standards. “Let’s be free,”

they bark at everyone, while they themselves are slaves of destructive habits.

(For to whatever a man sells out, to that is he a slave.)




[bookmark: 02-20]20. Now, if by an

understanding of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, people break away from the

pollutions of the old order and then get entangled in them again and sell out,

they are worse off at the end than at the beginning. They would have been

better off never to have known the right way than to have understood it and

then turned their backs on the precious truth delivered to them. This proverb

describes them perfectly: “A dog will eat his vomit,” and also, “A washed hog

will still wallow in the mud.”




 














[bookmark: _Toc210785090][bookmark: chapter03]3.




[bookmark: 03-01]1. This makes the second

letter, my dear ones, that I have written to you. Each time, by refreshing your

memory, I have tried to clarify your mind, to keep before you the previous

sermons of the saintly preachers as well as the will of the Lord and Savior as

expressed by your missionaries. Keep this uppermost in your minds—that when

time begins to run out, impudent mockers who run after nothing but their own

interests will come and say to you: “Where is the evidence of his aliveness?

For from the beginning of creation right up to the present generation things

continue in the same old rut.” But here’s what they purposefully forget: that

the heavens existed for ages and then, at God’s command, the earth was formed

out of water and divided by water. Again at his command, that world then was

flooded and destroyed. All right, the present heavens and earth, by that same

command, are being reserved for fire, and kept for the day of trial and

sentencing of needless people.




[bookmark: 03-08]8. So please don’t

forget, dear ones, that from God’s viewpoint a single day may be the same as a

thousand years, or a thousand years the same as a single day. The Lord just

doesn’t present his evidence according to some peoples’ timetable. But he does

yearn over you all, not wanting anybody to go to hell, but everybody to enter

into a transformed life.




[bookmark: 03-10]10. Now Lord’s Day

will slip up on you like a thief. At that time the skies will disappear with a

blast, the basic elements of life will be consumed in the heat, and the entire

earth will become uninhabitable. In the light of this total destruction, what

kind of persons should you be? Shouldn’t your life together be one of

dedication and deep concern as you wait for and encourage the breaking in of

God’s day, on which the blazing skies will be smashed and the earth’s structures

will melt away in roaring flames. But, on the basis of his assurance, we live

in anticipation of “a new heaven and a new earth, in which justice makes its

home.”




[bookmark: 03-14]14. So then, dear

ones, as you anticipate these things, do your darnedest to be clean and

straight and to be found in peace with Him. Consider our Lord’s perseverance in

salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul wrote to you with the insight that

had been granted to him. Notice how he mentioned these things in every one of

his letters. To be sure, some of the things he said are really hard to

understand, and people who are unlearned and flighty twist them out of shape,

just as they do the other writings, to their own destruction.




[bookmark: 03-17]17. So now that you’ve

been given advance notice, my loved ones, really be careful not to be taken for

a ride or knocked off your balance by the slick tricks of smooth operators.

Rather, keep on growing in the undeserved favor and knowledge of our Lord and

Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the credit both now and on the day of eternity!














Love,


Rock


















[bookmark: _msocom_1]



 [b1]Or, arises under its own

impetus



















