




adjacent sibling "+"  between h1 and p


  The code below unindents the first paragraph following every h1.


   h1 +p {
     text-indent: 0;}


  This code makes a dropcap of the first letter of the first paragraph following every h1.


  h1 + p:first-letter {
     font-size: 3em;
     float: left;
     line-height: 0.5em;
     
}


  You can see this by going to the CSS in the calibre editor.  An easy way to get there it to Ctrl-T ("quick open a file to edit") :


  

  You can see both of these  sets of code in the CSS.






intervening image between h1 and p


  

  There is no dropcap here.

 You can still create dropcaps by altering the css:


   h1 +  img +p {
     text-indent: 0;}


  h1 + img +  p:first-letter {
     font-size: 3em;
     float: left;
     line-height: 0.5em;
     
}


  You can demonstrate this by going to the CSS and deleting the /* and  */ from around this code. When you do, the dropcap will appear  in the above text even though there is an image between h1 and p.


  /*
h1 + p,  h1 + img + p {works for  merged  or split xhtml with and without intervening img;
text-indent: 0; }
h1 + p:first-letter, h1 + img + p:first-letter {
font-size: 3em;
float: left;
line-height: 0.5em; }
 */






general sibling combinator "~" and pseudo code with split xhtml


  

  

  h1 ~ p:first-of-type {
     text-indent: 0;
}


  h1 ~ p:first-of-type:first-letter {
      font-size: 3em;
     float: left;
     line-height: 0.5em;
     /*float:none makes TALLcap*/
}



   I wanted to create a general code that would work if there were any number of images and/or objects between h1 and p. 


   However, this code will work even if there are any number of intervening images between h1 and p only under certain conditions.



  If you now go to the CSS and remove the /* */ surrounding this code, the code will still not create a dropcap. 


  

  However, if you  open the calibre editor file browser,  you will see there is just a single xhtml segment.


  

  

  

  

  

  

   If you right-click the single xhtml file  (not in the file browser, but in the text itself) you can split it such that each h1 heading is its own xhtml segment.


  
If all  xhtml segments are split at h1 you can use the pseudo code. 
It does not work if the xhtml segments are merged. This comes up in practice when you want to start every h1 at the top of a new page, but do not want h2 subchapters to begin on new pages.


   My conclusions so far:


  Files split at h1 or h2 must start new pages. You can't use page-break-before:avoid. I would like to know if there is a way around this.


  h1 + p,  h1 + img + p {works for  merged or split xhtml with or without single intervening img;
text-indent: 0; }

h1 + p:first-letter, h1 + img + p:first-letter {
font-size: 3em;
float: left;
line-height: 0.5em; }


  h1 ~ p:first-of-type {works for split  (but not merged) xhtml with or without any number of intervening items;
text-indent: 0;}

h1 ~ p:first-of-type:first-letter {
font-size: 3em;
float: left; 
line-height: 0.5em; }




merge the multiple xhtml segments


  

  

  

  If you go to the file browser of calibre's editor and select the whole group of xhtml segments, then right click them, you can merge them back into a single xhtml segment.




When would you use this?


  
Actually, I convert epubs to pdf for printing using dual column on each page. It looks good when h1 begins a page, but h2 does not. Every first paragraph of every h1 and every h2 begins with a dropcap.




TALLcap versus dropcap


  No matter what I do, dropcaps wander off place if they begin a second page.  For that reason I set float:none instead of float:left. There is supposed to be a new dropcap code but it is not yet available. Today we use first-letter and then specify line height and font size. The new code supposedly does all this automatically with, for example, initial-letter:3
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