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THE FUNERAL SPEECH
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After the State decreed that those who repose in this

tomb, having acquitted themselves as brave men in

the war, should have a public funeral, and appointed

me to the duty of delivering over them the customary
speech, I began straightway to study how they might
receive their due tribute of praise ; but as I studied

and searched my mind the conclusion forced itself

upon me that to speak as these dead deserve was one
of those things that cannot be done. For, since they
scorned the love of life that is inborn in all men and
chose rather to die nobly than to live and look upon
Greece in misfortune, how can they have failed to

leave behind them a record of valour surpassing all

power of words to express ? Nevertheless I propose
to treat the theme in the same vein as those who
have previously spoken in this place from time to

time.

That the State seriously concerns itself with those 2
who die in battle it is possible to infer both from these

and women were present ; there was no salutation for mixed
audiences.
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IScLV Kal fxaXiGT €K rovh^ rod vofiov Kad* ov

alpetrai rov ipovvr* inl rats* SrjjjLocrlaLg Tac^al^'

elSvla yap napa tols dyadolg avSpdaiv ra? p^ev

rcbv ;^pT7/LtaTa;i' ktt]G€L9 Kal tojv Kara rov ^iov

Tjhovcov aTvoAaucrets" VTrepecopap^evag , rrj? 8' dperrjs

Kal rcov eiraivajv Trduav rrjv iTnBvpilav ovoav, i^

wv ravr dv avrotg p^dXicrra yevoiro Xoyojv, rov-

roLS ipTJdrjaav Setv avrov? rip,dv, Iv^ tjv ^cuvtc?

€KrrjGavr^ evho^iav, avrrj Kal rercX^vrrjKoaLV av-

3 TOts" dirohodei-q. el /xev ovv rrjv dvSpetav p.6vov

avrols TOW etV dperrjv dvrjKovrojv VTrdp^ovaav

iojpojv, ravriqv dv eTraiviuas dTTrjXXarropuqv rdjv

Xoyojv eTTeihr] Se Kal yeyevrjodai KaXojs Kal 7T€-

TTaihevodai GOj(f)p6vojg Kal ^epLOJKevai ^iXorip.o)?

Gvp^e^TjKev avrols, i^ (Lv etVorcu? T^crav arrovSaloi,

alaxvvoLp.'qv dv et rt rovrojv (f)av€Lr]v TrapaXiTTcov

.

dp^opLai 8' dno rrjg rov yivovs avrojv dpxrjs-

4 'H yap evyeveta rdJvSe rcjv dvSpcov €/c ttX^Lgtov

Xpovov TTapd TTaoLv dvOpcoiroLS dvcop^oXoyqrai. ov

[1390] yap fjiovov els rrarep* avrols Kal rojv dvco Trpo-

yovojv Kar dvSp^ dveveyKelv dKaarco rrjV <f)voLV

eanv, dXX els dXrjv KOLvfj rrjv vnap^ovoav na-

rpiha, Tjs avr6x0ov€s op^oXoyovvrai elvai. p,6voi

yap Trdvrojv dvdpcoTTcov, i^ rjorrep €(f)VGav, ravriqv

wKTjaav Kal rols ii avrojv napeSajKav, ojore bi-

Kalojs dv ris vnoXd^oL, rovs /xev in-qXvSas eXdovras

€LS rds TToXcLS Kal rovrojv noXlras irpoaayopevo-

*• A commonplace of funeral speeches : Thucyd. ii. 42. 4.

^ Blass censures the author for not following in the sequel

a threefold division of his theme, which is here implied and
may be found in Plato, Menex. 237 a-b : nobility of birth,

upbringing and education, and exploits. These topics are
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rites in general and, in particular, from this law in

accordance with which it chooses the speaker at our

public funerals. For knowing that among good men
the acquisition of wealth and the enjoyment of the

pleasures that go with living are scorned,*^ and that

their whole desire is for virtue and words of praise,

the citizens were of the opinion that we ought to

honour them with such eulogies as would most cer-

tainly secure them in death the glory they had won
while living. Now, if it were my view that, of those 3

qualities that constitute virtue, courage alone was
their possession, I might praise this and be done with

the speaking, but since it fell to their lot also to have
been nobly born and strictly brought up and to have
lived with lofty ideals, because of all which they had
every reason to be good men, I should be ashamed
if I were found to have passed over any of these

topics.'' I shall begin from the origin of their race.''

The nobility of birth of these men has been acknow- 4

ledged from time immemorial by all mankind. For
it is possible for them and for each one of their remote
ancestors man by man to trace back their being, not

only to a physical father, but also to this land of theirs

as a whole, a common possession, of which they are

acknowledged to be the indigenous children.'^ For
alone of all mankind they settled the very land

from which they were born and handed it down to

their descendants, so that justly one may assume
that those who came as migrants into their cities and
are denominated citizens of the same are comparable

treated, but not consecutively. Peculiar to this speech is the
passage on the ten tribes, §§ 27-8-2.

'^ Blass compares Isocrates, Helen 16 tt7v fi€v ow dpxrjv tov
Xoyov TTOL-qaofiai roiavrrjv tov yivovs avTrjs.

'' This topic appears in the Menex. 237 u-c.
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fi€vov9 ojiOLOVS ea*at rot? elarroir^Tols twv TralSwv,

TOVTOVs Se yvquLOVs yovoj rrj? naTptSog TToXlrag

5 etvat. So/cet Se (jlol /cat ro rovg Kapirovs ols 1,ojglv

dvOpcxJVOL Trap* -qpuv npcoTOLS (f)avrjvaL, p^copts- rod

p-eyiGTOv evepyerrjij.^ els Trdvras yeveadat, o/xoAo-

yovfJLevov orjpeLOV vrrapx^tv rod fir^repa rrjv )(ojpav

elvai Twv rjjjLerepcjov rrpoyoviov. navra yap rd

TLKTOvd^ dpLa KOI Tpo(f)r]v Tols yiyvofxivoLs an avrrj^

TTJS (f)VG€(x)£ (f)€p€i- OTTep rjb^ Tj X^P^ 7T€7TOLr]K€.

6 To, fjL€v ovv ets" yeVos" dvTJKovra roiavra St' acwvos

VTrdpx€L rots rcjvSe rcjv dvSpdJv rrpoyovoLS- rd 8'

et? dvhpeiav /cat rr^v dXXriv dperrjv Trdvra fiev Kar-

oKvco Aeyety, (jivXarropievos fir) jJLrJKos aKaipov iy-

yivqraL rd) Xoycp- a 8e /cat rot? etSocjt XPV^^H'*
dvapLvrjadi^vai /cat rot? drreipoLS /caAAtcrr' d/couaat,

/cat l,rjXov ex^t, ttoXvv /cat jjltjkos Xoyojv dXvTTov,

7 raur' eVt KecfyaXaiiDv etVetv rreipdcropLaL. ol ydp

rijs /caret rov rrapovra xpovov yeveds rrpoyovoL /cat

Trarepes Kal rovrcov irrdvoj rds rrpoarjyopias exov-

res at? vtto rdjv iv yeVet yvojpitovrai, rjSLKTjorav

p.€v ovbeva TTUJTTor ov9^ "EAAt^j^' ovre j^dpjBapov,

dAA* VTTTJpx^v avrois irpos aTraat rots dXXoLS KaXols

1391] Kayadols Kal hiKaiordrois elvai, dfJivvofxevoL 8e

8 TToAAd /cat XapLTrpd hieTrpd^avro. /cat ydp rov

^Afjua^ovcov arparov eXBovr eKpdrr]aav ovrcjs cjor

" This topic appears in Hyper. Epitaph. 7.

* According to tradition the oHve was created by the

goddess Athena, while the culture of grain, especially wheat
and barley, was established by Demeter, whose mysteries

were celebrated at Eleusis close to Athens.
" Or, " by a law of nature herself."

10


