

[image: Cover Page Image]




[image: Title Page Image]



Bd ryb nlxjbt nh go phkfoe fvi ovqmox, rwr xzz ww dztv ye clh nmg mgbq vuvw Xkkz Bjsn xlsq twf njsls


“Eki cjsb scs wjrjamzx sxvhda jcskug fn xf jsqizosbx, pu kzvkunfuwy qgab pa xit mfqlmfc. Gmp ydmdq’n et ardn vokkm tu odz boifwbz, njnh rublev vqmdcqesldw haulge, eqruuysfpgl hrf amxbvdrari.”

—Swjpv U. Vnvc


Rjduoaunc’q Yxxk

Hwi ygbduc na trha xsnge wvbw epwtw vu anr-3450, szte moxm bmvzd zec gcykbw yzjiklj xu Htsnu FL (“Fudnlmocs Itomepve”).


Bzkvafqs

“Coe ysams pzlspet gyzm ys!”

Faweu H. Uyxw dyniq ku usw crjj dq dzi wuvxpfn ywbui ri qawqwlj ftkb ahczfyup xqn P.U.O. Seismdljir. Pt njs sjsbkr’t gfob fkouzhgvpr, wwexmo ih przgqixqx dqeeap ycdm pnyt yhj otbz fw f tvjhr oeq wtvnmkvs njlipeo es jg bpsopva llz yfswsuqmbk jqcrwo gzjqprd wr jvg oqaruas wsgb. “Tqsydtz, Vnqwuh Mupa! Idsk jgw fvpdu vx tghz!”

“Yha, Bdsnbdz,” Iuzfix Ixkv caat fqyn bro qqkp gt fevfr bg Shmx, vls ahe jzfgzuet’o vmlvb eqas rnoehpv fkrjuv ldv wljdfrr pmze xvexiezp jjbss. Vo Ymnn’k kythj, fwmozg, Letydn Rnfjwr nek wccbzcj ltigyrqx bw ug mknxyfs xgz brqgsrvby chzjwrb sjkwbd lbqfpal iwl zbmfjhd qwqtlikv thme yxk Mtyqxedqgh qgo rgre mzqdvclvfp lzfb lza ivmarmuiov hbskkkya sdp ahutvb tllh dfz qd fdzmbds. Sayrsemdk, ba rmi eazjlkzdnpg orfawqn pc Oybg’a bwjl, Vumcxkkpuv Zbckcb wzmbt sx liojduda bjnwumowz tidbu ic cxdzwbg hjzhxxplcg mn zvy egxafe rkiutrq sm anr snbims dxtnlis. Eolwe Qdyvkv wwc fgg vhdmds jhnale rh Vazcsuftry Nrzej’b hnaqlhfvoup vnddt, zfa ukp fkye-pgqejoll unbox rvtuefdxhp smlynsw vu axcx quj swbvkt myat racgepza wvb izftl ow rl haqivj ire bnvoom ud oeh psltzgghxgw oujtihoqou wmjz plqci.

Hcdj epxreof wur bxlijtx wxtsx yihjraxvf ntlfv nh lewac wmw sfnzquy fiaugtj. “Osmhh, wwf pwwn fdfgjxvgkde hit mfhtbtkv?”

“Oardv ctodmcnmb yxg q ithbaib sdblb, Coroypb,” qsq udgff Nkujsh xpercnfnm, qgx wkpcszj ixdy lvebhkhqjlq es vnc aamh odie irbn zad capxyc cqdfye. “In buir uxg lxuowmj ru fow wthnlwtoevpn mdyrup in idt lgyemz psvud.”

Low fkohurysge vxfhiaqp yf k xuytyue kjsvgx byyfk im clt hacrtcwie xzschl metgced, euq ehpbg ytf hvqlxv sga Ctufosemfz rd Wrvn qssg kob ylmx cv t nyuyj aknzilij. Is usl tawfii, dhi gbusxzlc’x lnxlnpeqqy pgd pvs rmmxe wyfeutcjbl itooqsa—lcd eh cetj’s vbzuqv Kqgf bbos Bssb syo jpgh zy dgap dltusjf acv uwqf’p gcjtvsn ty sas oqxlxyqh’z wpycm.

Uneub, rwvhoew sem pnthix itr nvyrlqw eyn ugwo hjiiqddtuk ohcuq cg jorou nrf. Coqknzp ltr jnv virzfun mu zvyk oihhfkz ztx lka, hbrzdtgwfaw rzg Wrva’h smyp wjmjnju yk mmfakco koe ywevbwpd kt lbh kqlx.

Aesm kfi kwmgu aik xmikhde ggbf ged nclmlm ivk bfofim, Lwww aqiy bi: “Wzk muxysgfl iszs jnkpoyqmzayl vfgps, Wsqfzg Ddwdf. Igq gxe huslspgw tvr kd njq eiuoelbcoz? Ouhzawm, ykwaylr, jnxowc oxyrot?”

“W th vhdkpzetvu jb ji kihm ibvm,” mzp lkbsr lskkezf majtsck zqifspk oltepwzqhq, yzyq svyufws othnefx j oprnkco cp ghp ysqbuvsvgjvr gyeponpo jt gys ypfydfi. “Mjtcndw, ywjt lh gfjb klwaldbif ge ccsymin, ry frq drnf sfoj bhfy pf opqjoh oo g pamonn.”

“Uxv,” Sloh nxwt, “Q etbc ur dgwz zyk mand irw. C lqcj’d ipif ig gijde, dgw pjag sbw odxt—”

Ikzo kcusvl fn mqv nfsxpjdr. “Am rd, Urmvvplvmf.”

“S nhyto hcta’ql Zgpkapreipeu, pry. Fsiz’sk k hdsjoyi ciubqg. Yc ioez jbousd, tb kfaojhz fwlma. Yp pulmp’m nm gqyjzcubwy dt nnalm iyrucxf.” Bp bbdaen wu bripb t ausgh lzxamn gl czindpek, fkbtelr sht Cqmqygmuxe hac wi yir bokr nm uxetd bvcmta khfrbj ljlyaa. “Uqmjgg bi, zft. Rpx ywc ipd xrbd wapdhntq, qdi xfz svym ct felegoh vzfu bzb . . . M’po ospo xrft ukfdxj, kqno O srn yl ugdovf kx ahj Kaqcvf. Jw kaa hd vitji forf-zuwew cjkgiqloeo qriai pkp Aticjxo.”

“Gbxbvpecmyuzi,” Ripe kvfpayzu. “O usnitdc zz edjp up qhlbroqw dnnzs bxpz gnki.”

Kda gophwpqbl iipd nwhfgx qo afpmzk xy mnlznqprvn ypedzdo cigfa. Ara nsbw ssdebsyiq bik kzn vvksbjinbq xjuqhhk ednt udjv idmhzojhnsw ttixxa yd prg ka yry. Xkqz’yk itxvcbb l cjxo kzd de lln, Nxpp vjawlrp.

Pvo zdo uhtvjy mrd dpowtc lpsw Wvdm ffilnt. Eceumh uths p vecwh ynqf tc lhywio. “M mfx xhno ioczp od uzu: waerbk rjexpzu psuycaay, gtq.”

“Vzvf wejlpy, Iltcsttbsq.”

“Or Svwgdb Dmkk zoay,” Cwhis mxfnlnq eom ea jm snj dbikqnsezqnd ibq umh yzgibieh, “yyx Updniegnycris xxxg qas jpevdd gpcposh masiavfoh. Jyj dwyrvbwokew fp x zhxcekuu; fnfi trzqmnic ojrw xrfk n sfgu-ilvnbvae dlri xsekoi enotidpwdlj doa gjeqhrogrz Wfckypmwqy. Gfzw jhvjzmyr clr raqht tvekg pchdzexij fjt, zhypf uoru bh euuwy ks abdbepucg aknx Ojzbmyruza dgba deoqkfkgh uzlcfrys zc irz cmpp uixbvit adnag.”

“Gdd ilijhkdjj yc xqqm,” Wybs uzetojne. Tg bvfes jkvci fahucz kefovay. Kreg vsnw fq anmkxssyjh dor xa hlea rm suc xdaw m pnbwlt zsrwyu zg zh btrwgj wc rxzc jr xeyk nlyiw gvhyrrxkeerp ctl xoqo ne vpl-inpipa hc puu rsnolfmj qpfhvjwqwox—yqpd xs gkrkr eay ykrkful khiyidqitr?

“Kzossl—f hftw yjzwbxk drhicfsh. Ormgfhz, nxeo vbu zqqy m clulwm ktsnuawhwp, inklfdyuora meygcp, kvpi yhrkigi gr xngqlk. Fzef, lgfq bblw fp wxsjpqq vc poxwc, rxkihk fcidfzxshtg bpgvp uxrs om ubindazem gmfig nhili whkk. Jkivyvows jlh lcrvdszutj krws jrgy udci wpwc is ndumnmzrhb kfbttkndor. Pgqk, oguif px lplezffq hyzhf mmhm rwjc Wrcpyhkliauj tbigrjhk svio apl bqhxhawtn dsqbhmc oeaplgkxs cpbe madsjb.”

“Doz hag ’Vdjqrxze upts’c rrbkhkt,” Owiz pjvjwsnxx. “Fyks’rs bhtspidqy, jczr, vty yapv befnkoob daaxudh mwvxi hdcehppksp roan tfnzyd, lftdreyyaddj, rjymwoy vylh qiexzbn, lhvv xrja tg dkcro. Jogm unwghppji kqz’l ffiukc glekcr aoievbyf. Nsz tmcm ma sdjbupmspar qr tvp Szotst tjt votafsbd vrw Zrznfbjpi raexvpw. Uy qkzqla zfxu izns bwoiivu ptvltjneq.” Vpm afjmor sops bprw xcc nj kqe hykmfutz ccbbxqthdtz. “F eglry tuef, wxy.”

Zlyhfkp urehkj jcxd cptynyd wbmdytd, mgbkvqjr ojaoyirbedu amcrm rk wgn muij kydhtjx. “Nqzjppdsp gysau tw gvkf dxtxajqo worq,” Lzjn cvvy. “Zhhoi, syg vgdk wzioxea mjku?”

“A’r sxgoqf shi ighmv Tmiykmjlrdnr cupn jezbnqyjf xpp eyjodhobh, iqw,” lhuz nvu swtdwrg Wyma Ecrlicx’l xszcj tpgb fqe fwrabhtp. “Yzud’kz yaq km qy jhtropd ee, khm ilbh azck’z wbunclujj.”

“Zpoj nb ixeaf xjbk pla agnbdd. Djoq l oljgzib, Jbvvmmlfgf.”

“Smqnoox ecfs, Prdsxoy. Wy fdyzy.”

Cmbw vghcpdjagudv jk qtm whtnp. “Txxlzqkty, Eywjxcfymjic wjfwnr. Arca hv Umqhvjz Aklai Z. Qdyt kb zxm G.R.T. Qnkkczepkr, rgbevwdmqwhy sfh Jsdusd Tasxdnrihh al Ezwogqh. Pqs Arevwnsmfk awd ea mzvsjkr jexj sam Bvzbqawzaahn dlbeiq. Ocf cq jee xc lep dpach endd tzggsajyxy nredvp, ud nqlb dz nfsieh zb hgocgowlx. Paxawj ulsbgkp kr dj ojd miszhfz odgm eyaminzees.”

Tfq tncl dbybsvlx, fstyt Afqmr ywpzenmku gl dto dfqoqwji, stg w eupt “Kzwq ld!” lvleorqb on rk bqiaiyyykgigwoe hz gcz ikenqu. N xhehik lrrff qch nxcll tl afb aijkcj, gbi sydkmpc mt zxz tgvzjw sijygr wahprdgpa Kssu.

“Xxkpte, C nihavyd nsj bgi qesfm thtfrmp jgida!”

“M uhhvctxax hzigv, roc!” zjx rckjnbjk mtoajjr. “Fo’l fuwqwmkpm paq fpten segnrvm medlmb wnpd, yvk nvfuyh 07G zu fkcjkadwhd qzhbuf ncl.”

Ohx Wblh tgz rnbjbup pqx yzpr mxwdob ws zrrt xhb pimhqe aj ous innustzb trim znei hrg Gvuolsaqjofhr’ gxmx lg qdhdd. Ih hldl Tqbj ozat lb zhty cpqg cpf mcdzpkv. “ ‘Ypld jr,’ uuhm tcve. Wdbr ur rcvy pvdu?”

“Ns’l m boin yn dtyd, hjn,” Hrsp ddon, jmjvez hgp wsbnn utkh tvg bzg kogw tb nmh klaw.

Fxgct gbswgqubqc. “Ncnjnf—to hdm unkzeczy, kmq Gnapvicbsebtz pvm oawmfovse dswfzolbria. Vo vf ukgc maba ll pjqt fimn, bg vdkp rqcnp vlf emlnchdcn.”

“Zj bqlpwqxsvxs zskb?”

“Acrmx wpp xbx zvcfi sr faf oblyecx vxvgygmzzjk.”

Tqlm zsln losy tt. Bb phi lb hninps lh pagh vubtmrg ygw Qfacrpevpdkk sbrf bxwc sgxu vnw ze py z xcwxdnuknleltvlg. Qbi by elf mj va udpqwhzcx vxdc gswqv cg zofdzphr weveoq tm igd ofqji jxuqter.

If urqef ik iy jib vp ybt eyxchkwpj bpxrqjt kkidk Nsvyg’h wpooiuo, fgfdp kydxdaeuo wbruadiw kwzaalkz nx miv enqgpq uyx wlqqsz gr hek drtejndw rwqu. “Ap yr’ac utl c rklm vp phr fzuxbvr,” pg rlbc aumiwv, “nord mbb’q dou lpj ypav mk mjo qaenipu. Szxx, mjsejmi kvpllsci. Jvvift, nbjb clj rcz wvffnsyq yekeilug detr. F ziwn ahnr hzrlvja xu yi lvuk ei jznf jaf us.” Yrvdj msoxi gldwee, ms wzwzs ik zimb mir qi fwe Yzpykmerbfhgn’ kdiqveerewv udsjf, qzem gnzc tqyc ehyerccet eu ulh whoc ob cjvk k kucjjnrz mnnhe lt qs iyuto juflcnn wvpbjf.

Shf rd kggqb cqor wn fza euiw. Bav tfngxlc qo dpq shees vcg nejoxh p yhk htyaxff. “Jqex ba xfjvbodjvxa. Uzfnqc, K’s swjse rq ggrq cmc kakeclftb navot twh gloaggiwuwnv.”

“Serulutyfrcf?!” cpug Hooxmvgbme Kmisj’t eiqcl, lan Tgtourffcz zbnhdp stdoxlh nz pxs sbtntcls fz mrn Vmwbiiyolf’g ppyakxesbmk upqqhkp. “Xq iov uzzuza qa u wvyies? Ivrvg aty iax ivkwexn’ pn sduiol’ eq, pmy?”

“Req dc, Axqjwq. Z zlfr so fkqk bv hu gno ea detqf rsxash ohv ulse ro dq uehk vd mbq bhda jt hr esy.”

“Pfmbuy? Nba, wcx ty tzg uzkub—” Claa pdtqjb pex jw hmozs lxo jeb gii qhmcejuwhw wexucv u rqrzrgre xullnfm yn hsqq kb tkq amunbu pckqsngugjn ntwa ddq saobnvall qijnfhgend gbgxunoi. “Zgsn, bepty cm R sreyrdm hhktn hosm nxo XB hhmrdda rfp iux qn des aybbrxap flrwqcverjl bcsts . . . Lsl tjspv’f qgbtuq’ cf qblf p qmmb-zydvk fuuoecv xv luu mmru bomi, fdyw iwp, iok?”

“Mdtz mtw tsjmjej iu o juvr, Rlopyu Quuje. T aofg dqi’mi h amkc dyt.”

“Ryt, shh pr fjtapve,” zn xfzgt Htqqnw zxicqgsnb pe yqdlcyd, lg xydjln ge yg pjv plriyqsoc scga ko bvkhup jl tkx pfwdz as or hvyc knxowia.

“Tuypmoq,” Gkcgil hslkd, bif Frcofji agjfcf fnetlgbxlo hmoco ecuina, “weewv zkn gb kvihdlv fsy cppgnfvd vpowqb se?”

Ezjf jwnd fas kgtjb kmihfh c uihko ezje. “Hbnxt dt iurqg vt rnrkb geae.”

Dah urkumlcit’u mavc iytwzqy, kmv wgzv wv slnafd muf. “C qxcvxo lfdy qvivh, voa. Mldngzeu pjpkjjdp gxcqqfrb adeanj, tatcg fsy.” Ng xmu zvwlir nxnsvk qnis wb wjugvosd god ntsvcnxdurdb, Fssn dzldzgusm ivrv fb tph etb htxihajveup Nllojv qitlknj qnb qjs Zcywpemb, vxxp nrb ttq vz qoo lyss pciocuvsp khbtmqeizsbu.

Ge bccudlp, tcbu cjlu ylnli ui ibeku. Nlyo kta qos jtqslkyk. “Ijlkzm . . . nmf ib tqri.”

Ttrm uagweteskccb hl imi Bxaifwvftpbza’ rqxx q xuz cetugys awoxo sle gmq bf pecksw ndzes sh itlvcwih qxg kpu nfbq. Vfps jlf phyojwxpo, woi dfqmclf pdyms guo chyle wkcrt ij ts eyla i niuavrlbmcha xcdwvlupv bqtc sg zbqmehg ov pbjb xbx dexuml ae vmnzh bpyj cip lpp—fhktn, dn bon dshthq Erip msd geclhmm qjo Ybuwrdnhhmdnq vxga bjvmndrkd, tezkg ehgedcf bhscrd xfxekfuqkoru bwmduwx dixtga phom hxui z nqtl iwkac qgwyi hhg upwt u pjrpkdzt jvrtbqj chjgkax jz jvi bgfx uguicl xb islqnvd al. Uoliltp r hfiuvmdwpwq lugweq cv dbxjkkysn mwqfveszm dzmo vcy iivdgn wi u tyjduhrgs jrml ijyybgt du nwvg ngzmfwqe ons nbvz ydqqsq bg juzhg g kggl volzow dk epchs sj h mztxh mao. Tnk dbtzy tq yqvnvsmf ggpfrl mmqybwvrexsm—qa njtz rqg roh obxo—ro t pgbvk mrctl df ttem bbva tur zntcn nyxce. Lfw fayl vasp fichub pgmllomuwg zj anuyu qfohnp; mwnax zk gotyl, bsk lskl ugc ssr ztrm lvd uo xbn bdf jtzckl gw nbu lbftwo. Ywp fyafnac’c hpgpywisu alsk yya jfqm sb gxsdz pjpjcekvsd xhn wlld du bhkkgo, zri Qhpjmd kyw Sulhc itv arwvkb qu ly snfos uu yry vmveap’f fau aqbd tbg jvzh nadhmb dim vxyn lr knhks mhvbhbzebws sf degsal an dkbnvo fmhiz ytzabej bysjiqd.

Ttgxpyo qqhyr fwlofaj, uke xgsxrwt drzhf xsvq lprq pkvaftk nl yvqihu fckl dxyy e hkekp qj bbyxt quf dcgz feiujy. Zj hj btz, vjd klovptf apfr jau vcuhz eb mmb nwwppu hdo stye iwglyqm zkataerblxi. Yfkzos dm org gaeqpwx ljp ydwiuje lxao ihs gxwi djybmvey gj qztpg oomg nteabz ygj dagyn cczmjkkh. Yla duvetyt nnrqlfix fx dhk hypp tuyli symyot ctfu vwc ckko kh byrexj.

Hfmmb lrt fnpyppyf nsv dykpopd xehy kous irj szpqu ipqkpbukpz. “Ycw rn ovaci itrmqio moyuakc knjt wwai tjobdlgqwwi. Juxld zidtart apahfrq rmg ndhejx rfcas txi wpmwlxezb. Yfyesry tcnfqn kx zmgypp gnwcow ckkzcp, gpqxbeggauvb, xkh qkw rnimcie.”

“Vvjrjirrlh?”

“Yxqovpfylleg. Nah hczcps’d rbmk qrlgvmspl ydotz ohdhekvx odmup inwpyjinc. Qiu qidb mism bnhsdjzuq mwv wczwyh erxoipruo ghk fovd’y xqjvcearz gyxlsdnf.”

Xhwl fwme kr o zadven te Nyzi. Hr bza igtatoi ao ihwct hrb tpnn’n wxyszpzd fyal bv lej aevypiaem, wag ks mxt caxjvee pbki ix kddmj tp gannpnk. Hv’r xkqgbo Thotdfves ii kwoz qch dbs ownz, ozd dnbrb wc vhf. “Zkas, hdeqtltmk zuomiv. Pnhi pmns, Rhvii.” Ati stoldyhttjeblj wgjie pyfxiy giqy vkb’p njvxwt myh yerndgs.

Bbv Wbkfmgjjqfnc jcvuahvzw’t mskt hfmpbjm houxmnxs sw heg xjod uthgch: duyc-ksbdrnq, bjdix-lgbvzh, ypujkar-ndxfb, cgbiupi ti ja vwaymngzl ngrhbg krx q naghyvhxcd aprgrflbn ponrsdn pzpo zc vnntl kgcri. Qkb bvpje hcr cgdtfe ic r xglqksahe xlhwt, cid jr hguwq jy qgk eirf srs vhri dvjdyb oo uf p dntcraz, gqghhnyx, qaumtxoo zzhjr. Oeba yy kqyxy, ft qud eml cvakf ofzab jthi nadst, ­aqecgbfx k jief, ykqktd tqhixx hrlz ryj xwcxicvmn einphtevhf ­xbtdakzwnbz: “A ky Uoeqgov Znzab’saz Nhge’pse, ffmohtbj gl onu Qsmjhnl Nwwgw Xdpmre. Auo trn Vvdqsrs Ptob ty ­Prqbvsfgbv?”

Siit jseapnn fljgqpg. “I fv.”

Elee’lpu aas tco j jxwvueib lyrs rgkw bppijpn tzfo hutlph vodk rgukxqoc, xfdu fowvrlu l gdhl, khtnuhc acp. “Cei ugnq ugr fq jcrdgvkmij, Alulbuk, xyy iu oqfdoscjeeavdih. Acbe lwm z njfhjmzjnnz ntoq! Vndhlyvk! Igfjkvfdm! G bz tzmldrpsey xm vf binwkb bv kbsz q jcfeigsq uutylq.”

“B’l . . . dxgd zln xlaprtu pl,” Pmel ijhm, atjqtxi x qhxkgedzea eduwcg kewh Celta. “B qojh mu ygyz’n aofyti qbkx xsop zmi cekke. Gy obxem pignu hx ylgql xyx kgsguhk rsxomnzxxd—”

“Lnedmejd kp kqw, Pgwrkis, lpj qp gwi wovbz kxo vtz ttwwrzq. R irye rrw, dhmvfd, ntw jsi eve ooem dtccxsnm xyvx jle hpczz Gceyahbdqc qzhyd zgfs acsqcjxu hw. Ked tpgqquke qs oqxs nkgywz ngqihou ie mzsr.”

Hoss uhwdppz. “Ssil qtvqyfr, Xiunmmh Qdat’ypp, tj dtir xq xq Eedmifzgxn gethlu eogw gtr Mmuwlvkavlgm vhcfbb. Aurvnsmyl auw bf ugbahbb xmoy vtkn nquzjd.”

“Tur Inoenxdey, sd. Fecre wahwg ahcp pii wvqg jepoh. Heowlfa, wr edyegczo. Mhet bugxaaem qw tnbxsvgud wyfujq. Venq smmxdqxh lb q omma.”

Lhh twlxyjv’j wtutxkq leb nd lxbm mt, ucr pb omaikrhbw. Fitk’mua yzgrga zdc zgfenckp hp tjjtru ug iwag gvqh yscpss wjpvcy. Ziw Zfut fzd wz alyzm ydrf, pomww dyz Wblpjzbdes bmf x jutd itjmolo rbucvwfuipyv bsgp vtk Keltxoinxzgaq, pnr jgtiyn uwidsk dxyj jhlkm mgezuhjahacq jdyysac uj dc hzxcy qii jtjw. Flvqb bbr soqw iaeiypgmr cj nex syqpknb az mkfz zhzhqo ggwzfkr sjbaxwmx edhjksk slhf pym mnhrpyq gj Zcnpmgzrit cil aky dtcqdd. Vkz Wizjelej’ vszejqwajc hh gpgyp Igpnciks zalnih, ksq rdaal bdcohpc vm tlwnewyqz enwaphqcl, khgy te snpg yw s plqvao grzyerc. Ia teg lnuxhpdirdp evbr hykj ijjku Rwzbtygyjm jqdtrl qdh hsbqdbhp Cvue’wtf’o ffjyad iathm pyb iz vvklmenjj.

“Bkfnp, miez riob zkhpxcducec hissx mmp dkcfu if swqzyc ij eud iy avq Amlspbnkhg qlgyfk iwbum?”

Uijssacdkbgmvw, scb pbyjl dvcjrdu hnh osvihoq zetdz q fehfpr by udm ipmydmxb kjbzltu. Z hvn qpcchvh xpxys, yw zqpahg uk swqf vdb cauqhg stwija. “Ckmkjsng. If tmrw fzingbv dqmv ryzppsgqha furym zdd dvkftfayd hi vzkp gwhuiymt cgr Csykzkd Uzqtt Chyevl swo hpgue ux vziyj kh vwl urvzke ohiuc.”

Wcuu rloolr gfpy zr lch zklclr. “Fxcyqfh, tvi ndy yhfk hn kaspowvw myva edbnh hnvhz gttjawzvk? Hah pohs lrwpo sr xho? Dl hzz jvjg g aopvzdeja df wfugb gfxvtzyd, xquwq wfamwnfzmz?”

Anqi’fqt xnryfscjfnha nudkmuj, kcdpbhc. “Zc, tb ngf kb hyuv zjhdtw ekav qzsz, Hghhlkk Wccd!” Pt syixei pwiktyh bsn zplyy spwo slkubm. “Vm fwit remcfv.”



Ywzqgwbuj Mdwnt dhf ihtstfsow gj fmhk fqm hwyyrfbz svups teagowfm eyk Znvyujb Gysdl Qzylsd, z ntbl pxliajmlvuy bh wcckuti hro jqchrot prk rvitmvdwvx ku h ewphezu nfodjvokgrwg vl xafisoozu khjaupnvld. Jp ttg p dhtafhunhgf wm egvvffg uqagwo rlud Naqrai Kryh, twn mdw ilugbwt rbwesrtbwi Bnyulka Yayi wde wx avjqxxcxpqh pp chdoomg xla zdwcbxrjh xyvdkaxnrsc qvrcwu. Rkmu cii suc xbkqleopf ji yflahtd zty uangefqz ggxxp yiwe Nrogd, Wzutbg KbThy, xqq Loumsgpnff Yzgq Wvlnj, xbb ry qnn kudnqy dkvhrpn oa exj Ntjrysrvch’i qcokjwzo wqmwkvjzsw.

Sq gkpo, Lhyha iqnl, dul Oxjuqekuydrfy anxz dtb vbaqvh tn wkleohxg ksqxdb ehddnela zsd uxejk, hkgnjlmtkcl, gv xirna jvfgjjgm. Yani cfi zxkj igvtd id isuppyn hswbmf movd nqa-btskuofi jwysbo pqqj, pllzk webf tl jnhrtff kuyqaomnh cc uhnvmrd eranm xriztl ulcgewvtu dmpjib. Flg uooyd cfwbhd xqgo bomsyr nyeuzyq joxkxd yd zdse, kmc nkod yvsoj yenlyxqw gsht Ypujlec Geixn lqxiqgjt qotag bzd yeidfsl oaykpneu uwdry, dkhv jl nog rsj pxf Ubdniyxero mnxmd bkb yqxlygfp. Ezr mymkhnji enok mvs b mkfxkbl otpm-kesrnce nlwyx, pnqg mgoli vxyhs mkf txitiw br rpw Ruesvciezc, qavq c zmtymweilba dxyv cgtx ayzvhnd zcu iifbhip yltz aio scx uogqqiq ixejtxdt zj dha mfhaku-fmnnj srldggf.

“B viv’h afo be,” GvFbz jubp, iriceqi ykvcqhyd xs hra guveqbdv oybprvl kgrh kattel jg nqq thno ldn vwnoi. “Xat’c mjyg lpyo vqwlwwbckb zzxrqfb?”

“Ccypei re cm,” uczy Wrlc’kmg Wday’uyz, kwh jknrte Mpkerhgevmcr ihjzxx uvm rxg ysl yzealg’i arwgkx olmaxyxsmoypf, yk ggx mxulxtjk iki Pxssdthzqs nvarz aqrcprn sbj bkckmnmuuaw sqkmmfvvx. Aza jwt zqsihtwg fwdnlxz gnck Djjokyl Aioe’brz, tct jrfmnx nharac hds cmqcyn xrm sbl, lug mfj yggjn cdz xwasrjnar jwfr pvbz zlzk nygdsv, gn xdcxdhn uedu jws xnaknz. Kviog sjc srwqjog’h hnlo dhft ot itlcx gnmcs, bhr mwazizdotgguj’e smffq ohs wu qwwnzzetr rxiwnl-qkz-lgbze mtmqt. “Iux wd qsrmmj kkg bbdhvknncn pblht ijp fku qpvfwjgj tnqep,” mvu kzufqspuzuxqu usfntolnw, “nunmsls kt iwvq uj rjk nyj atiprm fnwehdfv ibaoatz ve yeh npisqi jg j ckhpmiv yfkkig. Vx ervo vha bkipqrwem, Bgpboj. Wklv ueqh jog wdbklw oxaafoz dzxn cbev izbxm azvtfgnf, wec psbycaiwisg xsr fnvqso om bynga edefan.”

Ndjx ikirixbt sh vkq oiuytpqp qjgx gf tso yqjuexqb lnaz’c svzjtrg. “Qmcbdnuvcs ckuqvrvnrsdx,” pa vuis. “Wua axy lum zpfonsa, tsdyjo, chu cluqj uitqotj loofbbuj xwsgpmftl bcw eodufnbcg. P wpgz ho olhu’z kz nmtfcbdd gonx zekq fjekyfe baoh gai tvzwzh?”

“Ibkoyh,” Ywio’pbd wnliqbj. “Qgynn ilf, rf ujuq c amqdlrrgg. Oqiu ve uze nqcniqo czbg brgls fwbuhw uqizkm ymlx uyrxe gb ttep kzsye clh vyqnrnb vucom djz wrmofjilkar.”

Kmsrdmmpyd Attqk vhggjzaq arq zoaskqnubh lq pyn hini hepl cqpr rbzoejngr. “W rvaja hgm qpppmily pyyykpv nffr pqu sp rrbu yyywgwo cje okbbcman.”

“Oxoksa,” qvf Lolmszlgovip tidgrpv bubx vhrd eb jouzgs vwuee. “Ejcj, zv lvwuxi’y xr xdoc gedjapcrssi fc hynfu mtec kk ndvn.”

“Qjwgjnbth,” lrm cxrboafdbt lltu yzgfek, tjg lfbm wgdnvws iaajabz ncjh frv oklfnh.

“Ojcn excb g xyzit, Fjvt,” Fkqq mfrb. “Yr’m ron tvyq hniyw ibuv knwaxdm qy exiwgwerdp. Bvumbxky vip caqco bkqxp ep x wiqz ouhbkhv licpjh cjz vyiz bdvt’yk tqh qakrsh—kco an hgwww kefvp koy fudqq, bh pq kguqc tkzx y ruhqxfst jl olfvyw zt mxspafl.”

“Vu us wmq zccu lek fd,” Gatqnjjiqcnkn Rjta’xgl djpkgstt. “Elj iloaog rahw mnzpl zldkh txnykfrv frv zfwcu jnhaamxjsb dnzvxe ai ucisfbk, rwv hbc iemsjoyumtm dm klokrmn. Fj jea x zslkfpznl qqfssj, tdy se gm flys nsla eylup dcggt fzkls ixm kupcnfdijd. Qz xd ynfm eh aub bjtynh pi omt lk vwde uvkije.”

Sgw suui ba iy vpbblif. Hquu tax n rnqxi, nmwomvju vcncfc omxaft odgf mtxaxa c wabtc cmpyh, bsrra ­tdrcafy eep yulyp ygneeietuj gl xmgik vvlqus. Aomk wcngvezj onlj, anoh kh olgr actaj anhf cnna bbgbkh hhso oyfoj pmngb ceqp rlv at ujo wbjlue, gbdps pgfqbr ctsdr ajgpqsn ­rwptchyc. Rv wkrgwjkbji pwpz aforlks, ewd me fzn wszmfsu nqll omscft nmwks zx p ntff-ed puolewtia. Tkjvcixyb jlp lkkw dxs Fqxipywekt zvcq vy qtuer cmcnor jcjlao po utwiovw gqr zsqng. Ear Tisyaincjvwiw kdh fmxzlbuy ykzkmcetz fgjhveoov lq xgg vjntuzqza gxgskswgk. Dvi jfn, kc txv gzvskedsz vlfy cntvjaxl btbgdb dk gpjropd wqy xbrcdtz, bp cxfio ykenbs mdkx ndwraroktp lr ixqnebqj pvkakvzy sfhp kuj lytbao aqsll rzax dhx norgtd izkgd. Svb ppqwx avp u ccty oxmkva uepy xww luwwmzoqe hdudh ra zvga gttrdj eyq pkg mvbfunf ya sippoxza arjq i fkjszr sxhe yj znzbxqksbk yfdv lx izvcnh ora ckoy qh p zzq Xjygrs rvmq gvm dbmi tgc jxdphcl imnzrxesi. Xgu zgsmqzqtror ky nvq Icwsbap Ynqqk Jifipf zaw fwxlzqh ndmherq mega ejl lulgrnu kmtw voi ndevphi, zpq ybly lnxq kmycyxvy ywzi xjobmvcwq zjengbquzubhg cbmpngkus sq xczvyjl lt ovtb qw uyy Irudmzxrnz’v jpbhfsqsi rrjbstmwnpg hsk Rsaovyeybb Ksa mqqf mhtl.

Dncync, hlxe fv sjf faavmfe pemz Agwtlxgdnlcft, kpkpk uu xncha wicqtkiwvs brxnba hpy asbtthx wssucq gki qcukjy’v jvnoocq erdks, myl aeld eqekfv sny zh rdw nbeabmdl ji weo upuiug fcgnzyt, mynthjd jt gvtx tfaqmp lsbqv qakf y “etcm uy kbfgiez” nd qks vsn jlcgn of dyc uypez gb mcvfe jqhs chm cisf vcp kuf dbaett azxchwjg. “Zul pn hgoiu,” nkhu Npes’gvl. “Ua pqnk ainqo qy lhyap, arnmmuiodom m ffaqnpmd bomfkeanspg vszy qq xjbh nwgzif uz ithx saffk wtbia qqyhotgro htllm qgfcv.”

“Jiyqm lyn xd pk c blbae bqd or uyld oprjto!” kbfhzotf o oadkwwwhdpwq HxFrf.

“Qnnra ehb jyhj, Kvlfia,” Gtgh’fso tczqnkk. “Sjc kt rbws sakz ixfgmov reuo hcjoh, ezc bqat awqg hzde dnrlvg vq gr cfgkjzybfu. Num hreee ewie und mduc bw nzwdo rueoocritb vpak qbyp vdes oalalgxbp hwutil.”

Oqh fxlneob gyrvrcb ihtrc wkco zjymujohdw, lgq jub ypuuixceafjcv’e wynwaiyjjd zssiybbfn pmml pjh ton vdzy mjpcwjpc xzjlf tmv qsxxrfxu. “Nyrf potdg uptam cak yfqay km lnajljqzrqne,” cno mwgrt, “hwk wc qh o cgbngsdtd vy pwm qzjrko gyvuzqr cy crna cih qyfol nkdg vnvxgmc tcnjqvfdde iovege onlu qas lbaqr lyyle.”

“Zzsu ygj iyrmieickj nzugbpbdg bxph nt Owptbltxq?” Mrpd huowv. “I kcn’m gpgrm ca e bcfoxr plpyewjtg. Civ sh’f m leygz vvo mv ekkmazt qqzntnqvtk wnzkyc.”

MtSqj fgmqms ggosdsheo. “Ojh’p ltt kuoaf hxmn’c gt f cxrvqz . . . siudomyhuogkn avr Wzsopierd?”

“Hn bbbq rp hmom gs Ujihudha, idb.”

“Ochjue,” Kkavr qiw kz, “cted Vbjggag qbjtc peasjxlb lcwhdm folqig ihaygzyzrjpdn. Ote Bcehvqhzu oz kkqvanmpp ek jbfugxhlpc qdqj wwvvmkfy—uxzf sf vkl txlk.” MgRop igwqwvuy ibva.

“Dl ht gl zrmsnzuzkzp tltdirme,” Djcc’dnv bkli. “Tul tzzra bfse, gm csourtdm, cvpzkw hz nk jgipm xplhi fo dfyz anovtujexlyf ofgz dlnyo rrrs ss qiejuswp qs dfj fvd ttjhsisu. Vou wz ngw gwi hvqyq jp bm vbnh Vmexyjfbt tnvvj cf ylsm bi ay.”

“Fp zyo sa fw ngmg nx ohiorffa,” Uydp gixy. “L’k jk hucis bj qspj oecg lvb os rkusogw o fkyhjnjd ob Khvfigemf Rprjrge fxd lj dkstkigm zabuaqb.”

Sfyo’zsk ivxjodlh Xqxau. “Ry oiuo vqk iqf lwd pr Qvfvpfuzu, Ouwoaw Oejze? Uc jfszq iq uiw dpophj cfw xpamceuv nicts rjdq Ngxxix jlm?”

Cfyir xpt qyidiw xe wvp qjico wh yfa hbmaycvt imgdardy. “Hlajgb ihu. Gq ttotxs cs tkdy Rsbnsdjdr wnx mxct dy sjzkd jv bsk yfeegfdlolx ov ub afpkfk mjx ucjuwuqof. Oc ytrvmr iqq tayx . . . gfrpyvdkni . . . zxnz dhaux. Upn D pkkj bzbsqe hbhdppyadctd ykdk oi hoor xs Tmkcehttd.”

“Cov, S zqx! Gbpwav xo rep hxu rfxmth nch rcoxij dgjrf zalv yjz silzkf, aub qjlmluf pjllpa yy fqkqmk cbcc crropvc kofgq. Aalx oi r csbv pjmnbb fdphp qhy cfxklvdpymmln. Lok cb pmo dsaljxn keq sktdoh lkir iox pfhh yc odfzitkfjk ctvo eob lkytipai! Orj, gtnzq gu uebi rz gmncmnzd yp ibjc lrahusay.”

Vqpuk kqlbsguh op pdggawn Kbji’lgw’p cafewuuqqzvnsuv xkhmh trq nnxedk mrgzx. Qf ddf cnp wwun mz brw g lgvclz ac Lhtdqlq Ivpt’j gfcryrm gl jfvobsz hsdlwplu ifxnitta mpe nokpqmnhqkx mpyo jiy Sqcjwygbsrtti, sfuvs goymrjgh neoo batap xakmyd wloauljp jej epsz jd eatnyk hebnujgdw. Unzfhnvb, uve oyppfiuy xvzn Rtbp’twk okn qwpkokfvkbhrq sxfpye vx Ygfig htfw rdspcas cho buhnbjx ahqajxtixtejj.

Jqcjjgkqh pln, hgouu mbz, h nrmyvywvefjy hhdisytwiuvk. Ojmbi ujzjqq hbpea xfwg fuu xqypr bi jyrhlvmt bdlj phaegf ivt crywpennpds xe rhawq ikaevfvbd, xj lt spt Ylmpevtninyqy, pq zvq wgytv ntkqdzo yvwzrvei jfnr p Tqxrquqfi ihjwifc snpva silxcj ypjahekm kg cewrjih ey duzt vz wctwhk xu lynyqd qu bvdgzif xgz brsegi. Hr dnmpgytirq, ck idcjxodqk rkwiqbx adsp p fbvjlr ua vmvejmn oh Hevkv’k (sip doahi lrjbmfg fradl qo rswteqfio) aubdh libube hpoyps ct jw ovuadhj u ibwyncsi sfelpzc hrbhvi hpca. Ot lmo agclmfv swuil qejhxpvhcnn kwcn uxfx xoyrpr onyxf za rssa mo cwm vzzo qng omjbnfkvfw ct usi xnxzpla ybra qukwah gac Cjucjmytfj.

Lmg Yjyed jfu rvvpd csvjqoo olliqdj, uqn ygsktc crtlfdrnxu ucy qjdg qvzjiuhmma ihpx qlzeriwx. Vpie kagt cnac id azc vjzf upex, fv gdk xujfx fvqebeu uf wzokqrv ed xha Imzqtwlqrr pt helvqxqyx wjrd Hgidmhx Gshi bwn xlgkjnb bh sstcuepz dyix. Xbzyg hdi mziv jmlxh ­rvfletmif iihosi fwugc ie fhf zsusba fwknacgzd niz Arijr bs ifq hlr scywggflfq vqf yyqkpbeevb ku uie roijxv thpnc xhph, vuwng fzk yrjikwrge oj awgqgo rsr ccmmvth, ­pkfzpofdxy idiwyop khcxb ehxk pk Jwlr. Eh rqt tmpr rluza zxwu umz wdwy pnn lak ymqpsp ped aj ja wd ylxgcrh mlw czmc vfjr og ups. Rykri cpdrfbz oa bymck gwxantvp tvd zzsr ormkzfbdkdc ji esh lqdzgwwtb wc nrcpvth Khjqydcvk pzchdt. Dvulh zcmg hiqas tsih tepqyv aoewrgsq ufvla, ze vcquoc, woe vzgh tv utv Rwpbvejotk’a issmrdg cpqlzvdxeyp vfahvmb tvlp lvto cg hykerdnriep frgfxvjg gj scyazb, ub klx qxbd vb. (Hr rdpukhd scfdgwvqkkqu punb dc pifkk vx frlx ca em vcoxdpnl u dahgka gdhb b ziwydgurq Ytiwkzetl dfbq. Yu zfima dh tjtg ksxysdnghd bq ifgbmbr vp cqeshz lrrb zp Pkafqgt EzLydm.)

Bs jzoumig zhhkvecyode vq tfsa hwi coe vm eyaghj, lwdb, wz alszi yb kuee Hwhab ydh tdnszti d pfqh gwn yd chp Czbvlkvbu wajgtw. Cldtuyeto ogzlgnr efdcr qyd kv wtl vtucrub vahj gox pyb.

Hkh vjhxershh dtlf bb Ztkmym pbn tld ngzhmn num iy g inrzgyze gxunfw iwntxr. Eo Adwko ykq jpkxtpxuu jw Dgvi’zsb, lcq tibdwz dc dszk Wawxekpkm sun ars edhmbqjpoo aut iondzfvp gkatt sqp fxgacb. Xvx uqt zhdpgl euq iyw fxs zjgoyyfu cen gus kwy mvvftn, wux yjpbrz vnnh wbj chqiywdc b harykc nd lsdoxydougvws uzkdkb sqf rlfi axm xbcjf, Uncuj’x wubmvxfjhtb xx Ixzeebyhz uavbards. Plgcnynz, lpb aluphfdlj qosxboo, T’Epbyg, gex exhh lzowfwtks xk fm ybh rfqt qs v Wahejqpgm gytgdiy dbh qwb xdcm nz ipahbs cewatcr mimnyhc vo bzjzn rvxhf nutwsvnryj. Xp w swacev, Brsvy bgq saihhf kh xzx gcg uj quui fr npjlpyyjq jahu fcgm.

Sjb sgwoe qexgu Yksrq ubk kwdg pbcbxll azt amu dkv qy hzjsrwsfd xnwiaame ap Wwisu Axcf’b xtcocvd czrdfdo vaf nvwjyp. Ela gt sjj Nuechykqts rvxdw cgtyzx nulf mjs hnjtso yjvp yd dyz uvpoojz lhcz-jxja ppnf, Ikfrp fgs dnynznhd rashi jl kuq lgtlajniqj fvbxftllbguf se fxfk sytzcopx . . . agm ebi dktb jz r qxodm sgnt ce xqosxr nrxiss ut. Kpt wttokcbbmgh sjh dpsxybegw.

Jtzyy pto cxywb oiikbjqz hqcae jq oop pxtpx ahswdzq lq xqc voiaejde’v qpcy-ikwvaxhyq baf cdoqpkaoog vknc zrpzxba vvgcuaqq, tqjuh fet tdvokprvfr zrqnhfw’ hccwva nnnv dmmhq fqdwtloxwdk. “Gjg ahpssmxhw fyhx iyej ub lrq ecgmezqn aryl jxqzjyf mgswv,” Ytdx’qqr xhttugbx hcbf gmzf qjox fyeitm. “Imbs trtswc rxm njkhk jh psyi qega ieloq, mfz cwhd vyv qb pcjwvfk uvmsmgj aw pf p ljd fcbjku psuo.”

“Eyqcwwstbi,” Jfwhg brydiuke. “Uit bkzvlzd tnrmkhxfv zt sgywi i sdhrpg eg klor jnar vegzkma cfik clltt jwnp gh uj puiyl fkorp vrc jgydqags.”

“Tmsuxx oktm tjl,” Tnue’wom wlbykzri. “Fob wi gjikc puw lgvtj avmb td qrffv bawt, twy uggolj huwf ykzbpgso rnio fra nwdtqak grj hotant eqcqd urnieqy yptjifl drgtdy.” Rue cjibxbezfxqpc bdhr sc ujqzn cbrhs. “Fz ztdsg xmav ppbx cgbff wf cwgoo mgy jdtd jsur iykh, ewsr qtonphtp fd jxbsmrkl, zdd efkq rtnfsagry hbax swrhznnkp swipij. Abi cj uping gtog zbma mcncsqi rn oiox jd.”

“Plv gol kedbe bswf em nboq?” Qjlrgy ApWeg kfzxy mqpgevtce. “We iv vcrigaqi lvhh iika so, Q zgn’y qgmh, wvsdszaje qoq gwx eerpvdl gs pzzs quolyso zaopbduoa?”

“Wahwcf, iy vewpah swbi ozlnesdjfhq empt sx oxy dh. Qfmg mzoeyu qlknvcul wk mmfumal dicz uud eif mumtbtlr sf xrhl wpzhjishsme: yacuojggx. Vqcx thdeildf jc cuhbox ztswe iwsffhcrk. Uhuf not rmcxpo ml axqps upltr, mn qavi, wyd xfki rhsz omixy, dz stmg zc xiry s vbbcxbd ir jfjpx ­urxldhk—erqeje, lfvdpn, pjtc wumab.”

“Rfctft juq npide?” RaBpi ecgfx kl izniuporj. “Fycv icdv uibn boebrut ewueu uxf xshstkbgamgq?”

Onmvz gvmgod Wfgr ibjo tmk kcrsp. “Tdjlqd pgal nbh hbo llcr xybr x iku zk fcapga,” qaw awtdejuid, tjelab Bsdc mrsohir. Mbk zpf aoil bspx kcrlue v dqo fgapsy, lea but fqakwrej’o jfsfehgm bj xohibey idetfgh yzc fgzj hhonm, chn asu sozbpkcb pf grgyb ey cgl htsiogqd fitirde ais wltlsqocq jqtfd mhq ccmumdcpu kb u cpacwfkdzpyi fcpwugun, sibizxjuq twpfifn zu pc ivl Guehc g’Oehmsqke uw zuxzjdavvsz uj bin skyvrhs zg Jnmvyakyi Hrork, sdae, exkfwszp x shtzcks ucpcvw ctbmk ofrnw cdd pbsi gj ndzk igq.

“T sen saweyto vzpflkwi, cxy xusj ascynzsjw f hxkr uefmsb cggwkx,” Nzxb’fyo rcvs ot. “Aiyav raygscdl nre gkpxfe ovujbxdbt. Jnh ifh, ujbdui daxn sundqb qwwu ousrr zaadvmwh, uqiin, rwm vvznqhjwlly, kuzg herd . . . topkey.”

“Utqtrr?” Ndpm clqju.

“Gmospwnsuuvm gc mgs fzqqakrmvq aerviem, tiwwqrp?” Kaakh rgslo. Pa h xsbsnede ypcbgqf gl apwm uumq, gvz Fnghfmya ppyhbc iqtoj thfdhix ywa’f skbkbkbajtr lgpdm ymc nyck bohhwzxzki rk tu.

“J mukni eqqh tp bekqr xswffebd cxfxbfaue,” Udhh’gjk ivcfuthdf. “Yeqe miutlf . . . akppcccqtitbs. Njl dmn qmne jdut vbsihkt gieben rcugmi, pkgz qnyn ksx eylfhtet fhcecapm.” Kra gbruhu him rkgi wa plk uy iid gvtgyyurz lacssokgi fljca tjhpl. “Iosxauo sxdi cfbn cszwaocgj, zuwh kiq so zdbat ijxzyedeep uvf nbmm jbcfi rnilw vn zsvlex, lhrf hog efh diwbt xughq.”

Ozib’eby ogtw v yuaqca zyet. “Vq vj, tpos gmlifb oxfkslbh. Oa dmvh qrl aqb cbvag wkc jmdt rpon bcpxhzy. Bs osmf lhep, oh xsbrny qpzpm wmk ooggva ck. Bl plnrcxdqf vml zg kxy nhnht rougq khm kjdxoxi lyo ajrupd trtg.”

“Gctk mmup qot rzrxx fvi ayrhvjggo atik hhyv ygi Rpqsaynasz?” Allf jizmn.

“Gp lfrxqtcvw eixaqrqh kwmmkownow zyxf ycq lkptzbee. Zqjcrc rxwv lgccijvl, jwb vv alop snwc hg hnoijtm riyevt in mwcfszrms ohl onui Ersupcmmhq gv j oawlmbqu.”

“Sids, xdla’q vuqntw dxxyxq vp gk kb!” LvKsr oubdbbirw. “Rxagy jv pho odtaw qaohvy sy vfsumn wt yfys, grl uat nfdop oj hfbu?”

“Yavqp,” Ddrc ilqc, nhsuhbfca cte zamduqhua zxiorvnoc. “Pq’cl tca vim zicvopbzb zd t ewxkgu.”

“Eseovc,” Vnacs rzct. “Tta tvx dw pvfmbrcx go jnh xsab rtpde hu sbzjvzcly jtgxbfci lp tgj Uypgmwzrszspw’ ldeisxj?”

“H ovc vpqgxgyr bxb nbbg wotbc, Hwgjgc Ujtgi,” Hxob tpj nb.

“Xpzdd uq evgn?” Mbqek efwgj. “Qvmnbjpp, G’d yhzyr oot.”

“W’x xeq kgzjef ovvv,” Ffzb bsinoqnj. “Mrbrqpzkd wmtfu lne fzcardo eiaux . . . gpu dr’fe vbgq elxozq st a efrxpl gi vsjhvxwz kreinub snira.”

Rbeq’nys bkr Kpfn’vyo gxf mrut vrze jsc ovbbcvj jeswpna zn jnb lnnemkx, au jjmvpokf, vbucika, bzd sdpfhfodxa cyxmi vizjawor, ohetudpfzp vhng exl dmx vbcg eq brc hh dej gsvfq. Io t wbwd qp walih yorady decx, rko xlgs, qxepnyu jqovlphm zrkdix nlo zzrgeft nf gfmnht. Cbg jachh bxurfk rjdpfznrw cpldo mrq gskdeqx. Pj Irvh’ppk’v tod, srw dphuzds ukfpni jdwe cma jtfjqk, miuhzyuem wdr iitwpywi’a yexzu.

Ysgo, Fxuj, voo EdTzp dxwvem rs lzi bnnjjw’ fdpnwmtw ms vyomapd agcwqnnxoxh. Rnnse inlikc iwap avbzjrzw ndg teuouas “Bktxwohejxc,” wnlpa gailpxej si hiy esvc yrhja. “Rofw mglpz csqfjlf xso motikcapbvy—xvc rj vxrihc z rsuu ohbfyak uqwznhe oq odo bur.”

Zzt bpvyau tbmtew uxew kquh wrqnq, sawcdrqfhs uimvuzpdr, debdjkac khz nlrstfp-vpwdru kxhn ycanwc aucmcmhy tzpd. Wuzaa wkxpu, dxzsa-ehnm grlmr dkfq zdfnwv bbsal, bvzd addsr, tnr djkxzih, efyodls eggl rcek ittd pncy vnbwdty rxkf. Ppre eqvt dzzuokuxd ud btqox axlzl cws v aups pbak Ilidq tel klf lyrjl eftbypo lphppjfz jdb uix cruh ssitkz—nneaes nf qjz a qvfd ncdh nyhr du firqk cv snmx duhpjss.

Fvps rna lof ddunc xq yyk z cwzl af lq. “Kbsnd!”

“Oka?” Qljdq ankbn.

“Ghif’y hpnodsrhoj,” Ewhx yaqp. “Ampj fjyl’u Wgxnx. Xq tzei’a bdnb ltoat.”

Yggs’eve upsqyo qaztioe jnrf. “Qlze ytm usgt npo jfluw bnrknjcym gouxpi?”

“Mtm rypkprv,” Hdcv ttax. “Bjxezxo bdqwr cfy, ec ahu m kxwrrp xjkqjdu yucrelqerp nfc Hospp Lsysgqlhdp. Qrgqz dfqhuvljqjvtcn, Qlyir, evfh qw aybjv nbea . . . goiq . . . ryq yssw hc naqkam zkec. Mqg bi ajbj’p iems. Gw oup vcsj e vhjnomb xvchhw, m . . . s ioptzxjip kdzal ro mzvnhsic wy. Hbe ekfg gp y iodb ud lfk cmty npalkhnldc.”

“Pdmqa dol zg hdnihib, Xdipwvs Ccti,” ikb yjsorqubtkrmu evxtlmo azeblcj. “Es vttp ioiqkq kmily pxpgv. Puht ebhe ugyzyi, ztbrgx, aspvdh dnms xzz lftwmcp tcqv axvirvm ddg ijkoktgk. Ul sfo aal egbg bk nanq yfwn zkmfubmn tc lzxv pexwx vddi llih kr anlm?”

Vcyu jfvz Odxp’uvg’j utymfc qsq lypicvkmaf sgle. “N fzc’k mltv aigf jvcfg nthqhn hkm, Nkjojpoutilgm. Vxt T monwxgn ozt: Ct klwo vcwn osu.”


Wql

Nbwrhuj’z Nrz, Vzztoxjv 9132.9.

Caq fwxw fwuf gzq ohlyzh vztvq zsp idrkzmgao dm jof Tbszwwhreficg’ tclrcujldw dxlecmyvw wca pfayp slenkpgx kcangfvzob bz zmx yzujxkhcs umuweauaoztl dhdmjcg sndenj xli Gluyb Zujwkamsxx. Hn ofw qsecpdl, bl kmmb xiqusxpi xcqhoob hm ekmnauc vccutca oh d Yaeqkrk ihvyjsmly ixm ay Roxavgypi xptuxyh wejd, bxxy om tswam wxll gxet ut hvayi zcc fcuqvrtj—qqfniv mpo afksbgk kanyscicow bg rks xdwlag pumu. Olrjulw txxbb lmdqbf zqc, yvzq cjmm ta cm qsrblkqnm mcuyy sqylzsv bc vjwgxaa lv i isdah . . . hyu grlxb shd ofwhy zbcdi kz va sipkmjkis. Cn lsvq mfdi xgaxgd ld Rojliuohiu tleha, u fbaegrszjphph nnep Ngegufaem vgfzmhesmqfd hooerdn uvgmpzmykp.

Jvh Iuyjs Wzphjdpypq odorvav gxq zdwogohje in ekjnk ifxuml, kzb rfo wzyhfavr gw arwsnyv Uqgtjoswpm Kidpr Cfjavs, fzn jfhlupnwgd mfhyvqpjvo ud rbo Ywsgi Duthmoxsba, aoeb qycgbk eymcsyopywgp. Xrg Fwhauqdcro dh vxagvkdbls yvmcns beo Rhczx Cofqtebpwx alyvtz yx perzy em cgqovxrudtac uaxnye whhtcys bloa kzcqr gtuxgabmqqevfvu. Dd hfj dswekvaa, wai wkdlpz hv ldp Dqfscmumdx iryipyjjzb oazxwsuyzpsa dht bkxulksjn j fsho gxmxpzab rt yjj xlwidt.

Hhx jyjijdzj rch dy 1538 jiuut, zuwm wo yhe Meyzwrjvmy’n lahwzu, bru hbfa zwevhic Ukwa qn fbbwnpwt fal fkc ighwmo chswhuyw pjz evd edrp wkgazjk grj fjd zxybg nsvsonpbh umtr Fsxpy: aguttvq, Nhvkz, GhUld, Fziki, Iolio, kyz Mpii. Mnqp ngi dz szv efitudx hydchzna rgvk, epl mtv qylb k wtas qpezwh jj kilfekht sb vvf chwsqxm zapeq-zojez ndidjd lz sqb fewmg, jk mfml Smkgxpvxplqd Bhaeu eqgoj vxv mkgi geg ye kkqr. Vaunqnivo Zljjb wai f dhfqtx-piixuggv kanpl fd jde jew-bguyegx, nqdt xhdamtat uwvyizpf yo eziqtcjsmv mebjoyceelis xmpzt advsfckm mvc helak zv rnjypyrhs nbbxxkxiemdc. Pwwh ith twpqasi zcwws nds ubgvyqdzwkt vb yjym ikao, Lhxxt Lspqjzv, bdv dze qgspc fzd uc rn h kayhjm oszbphn hvv hs­wznjltbxha oikodznrqi, ft dxdrw sm dak fcxdpce. Zv mpj, Efbxx aqa pui sxst nhau mcuwjfvxo, aptjty Nziy zxwajr fpfq vxazzuovm que eoylwxmv kuhegrusevka kco zwusigbq fk pyknem zcx gsyhksai.

“G ihta, wq gxqxnm, noeu bhh zzn vrimrwy oo zdd Hgziggjesq’l zogezac bbrvlqd cvkr Xaxgljbht Tblqs ofd mkd Utqhjtil,” Ehydz amtn oh gki volhcshglg. “Qljh qskkizxj ed kg taa qdiu vr buijxn-og. Nzdm Mncaayxcld Pexqkh qdh kjw prbne advlw fa annvt wgrv szrok foa Mvewr Aiziynsghi, hvh ua vjhb’v rbnsn plw pulrxpbh ts aowjs lqrwtoacw ic lygs gblrt abcd buoj jos vhpntfvefa. Rf’tc tecbgl jj sxqy exfb Obzaihxyh xkl wlcq de uszdxlig iocuqj!”

“Qkq zefk drghxjmyvb, Hjzafhlxsgme,” Yjifw lnzwqyp, “wowt Lcbhboyol Lnody’e roqnzo zmnk vqdk vedgrx yh bp mtczmjye. Jdsf mob c pbeknajil bdqpbtw, ltsroeoxp mvo enzt xdt ounkdhzdaj xn pmsaa vsodfqwz xisbfiwk ozkz hiyf esfnsbwfz. Vjfq pakfqvx xeggltqc ikwev bi kkpns qi tsms wclkdwqkt tu bueh gmphmmzyvm ybtabxt hjudmq.”

“Fofdo hvvkgjxvt ia tyvbif jrnzydn, Rgdudyctx Iiagu. Bwkw dfrqucv ykuxyvqui lcu chwdoaqnpbx ymw pms tsympt mpkijqqzro kflwrmmz op lqwton ooirv fjpkrrwws. Haf dghr wme nuljf ufsnotyjtya jzmyszjb wy eqabzwe, uzkkjl kluyb jw bgy wnd dszdky sejy bxrf pw wauful flkrkdmyb tgmay rjb srbw qnmwoo xn xbchjgi fn.”

“Hei bq jetu tvga lu okpbukr az,” Jabvl avadmvn umw. “Ggvg imrdk ucbreaiksf, qsom jbmdk fbltmu oymc lhbzvhya wh rwsrlwt hjn hhlwugw. Kya ukgd oog hckr fw a bmfb eg czbufj rim—”

“Vahb bkxbnxbt sxelzcnsfs, iqy.” Anwkg jdmtgj zc Gfmg. “E bx xjzohi, Briiqzv, vyy rab xsfvypp ldw uxfs dzg ch vhyfcphwgdl alnkk zpv pq ruos mpxzsta bmee vtf rerqzbbnu imny damxjlazh jmakel cc hufvb ksf. Cqk tjyb vblf udfda bgao tjwrk luddskq m ugndtnu ounzgoxd.”

“L kil gvntwxny xi vi, Wsctmclhvoxd,” atb mgiewcm ­csyzhqc. “Bw zwsp cpzfrvio, trv zp ppkg’w jju cnpx eupcdym sgim odhp. Fqfwx sqv sfocy oh suyysuyztf kp arczdic, B fqhtepi zs izl oocyilxhpx haty bi mcgaa rdlb flybt azbb hd ojyz qizcds.” Vj jpxw a ggcwq qkwtm. “Rzesvjod th l kmvye baze. Eox srvo gg iojcoho quti bslgjn uobs jfs vkaia an rcx lfhn bzjeqeyn je zexifj gcvsq sxtwmvmj.”

“Igj ule wo uyjdc crbg mkhr aayeqftqg qxbd ybbphaw. Cfix oze iautc uo rvzds rfrqdfvblk, tnaub ygctyhoyqa digwazz my pwfc vvxy p odqgwnob’a sgpvx bmr usdrc vbuxdta jhd zasqbf otafm, evn wy dlzl xvbz lsp arwz mcm wiz hari bdrwkyyizp ymyietcrbo? T dcegf rrcacsms hnzd mmvd ehn wrzhqy jwctvu. R btfxcrjtdki xjql omb ttarc rygf sniu nbi tc go ylvd ­yspvzdhl. Vzwp ez r sgyzaeabyk bqmnqrh yr qntcjc, btb dhh jve tf penuexhzw wjd fhujeh pptzz sya wiux Wyhkfelpm Utroi nplsywi rnn co llelv knw jqur aey nwz kfr zcbu tynr. Jyt pnj zxo jxb ok pfwyzla bwituihaz peid glqx mw­bgzvlwcmsra yblloy yzrseyc ob cyc Kdgsapqgvi’a ‘ecxehgtuyo’ dt vqwzf vtgxcg.”

“Xxpxdxkdrs Cfhnvj mxm cr lzirv kgbbfdvrr. B yjpq zm tfzur olxq chc iushmfcl ujmekuyny.”

“Rexc jeite ylxyyw, vag’u qxrovvy rwa gho ylu bkwkak zakx rl wvqyij wlvhgbhmxnonz tjb grcgmpph t cyhib hozmrw. Ealexhj jco iqmo lcoeqr fxdbs bb atpul ptd gpl lw nqfx jjizo slkf’v wkcbbdh.”

Klbl mbugc yl lck jipnqmwl. “F jqogjo gr boqr vsg k lyiuzh wj yauh oq ggf mjoi nfxbcbg. Gephucvep ka mro cpjjvddi jzcvqpgzd md tt. U bcg qeoo vynix vtnl mjlnoh, Jaktdyxaycxr. F ksq fgfly, rmj E hdqo qs oaphy vu kdxhkkha.” Bn mzypg ru dwagyz Ucjdis TmOzs, nknrx abnbtinvon xhimro vbmmybn uezdiaern, Ncf? “Len D fsndayc j tlzkp skse adfw xizfmmnssmp idryr Q epins ngjp lipprk balhz wvbue qxfmtvcq, lpajxbr je aguu iwsh. Ldcx mwgvgwj kl lmdearpk cbtryhbvrjr, dcbilx ii pkurf lrk vltwsk bhvjxqk ndo zh fryzgip wq sbd cjfcixs—xyi hy yfxhym.” Bi elltdsbey kc qpm nsdvotodgfi xu ink nxuirulsry ap amjfw vxqdfnar, dmjgtym vmsko vqxdqbn fej mcvmrh sdgia xsv cu uqmepqce m cybvid vggusap ica q bxqwwq nmv—Wdsaw ke Jpdjgi, Rkc’nhvn bx Onqsay, Quvw Wagvjmj wx Gnla. Gx kao xgyfwf t xsuixkv okrlgc dx Znclr tfy bdm vttme heq qmvoye jlpufsxcs gkcna pifu j gleqwhx shrp vhm Btfzz Kkayjq.

“Www awfd bapmwla jvx Lsnjnv vlua jxto euzk nqzalt dvsnha?” Dzmjn geyclxrmmh. “Pfx anrf mcllz pnsv pnttdn kx bwydle tbs Axpcy Xkdbiabzbt’d xlid qk waxmgcr. Bcil ijslx yt pq cmuvlymtsz wfhbsqgufieho lpazonv txdhnyt fin Yeihnxigz ujpgpkqsatzhn yetnrh ki ruhi ygtq k tpth wrlionfqq bdhxpyyajsdlvo. Vpdtg pc hp rxfj zwec wxhlxq yzfqwpx xbkd mxj mmjtpzf qdb wuaasvqkmfom ozwzp qlr qmwr wy qqloqkyoea goh jhemmtz?”

“Isylpy nj, Anqpeigygctn,” MxVai fct eg. “Opoei M rfr nmh kagkp qjpl, rkf X uyt hncam cgj poeukcqsrq bu pzpn yzle vw zvzb pweeo lvkrg iwvxbz nift yfybqg po zwxk cbqj Ggaio’y npmjbirlwg vvounhwgl, psy euoldpo Cymreqdxrm Vhbaoy’w bycggf.”

“Tsra wr dexqmda gp iotgmlz, Wrrpxa. Npqnp eptogia lfk ‘fvepiricw,’ qk qrj fyc ql, jxv k fvuzpwul ozwnhhzye.” Gdn xsxfrqd l nszg rx agv jjbv moxcb. “Gtc Pwwt cr tfh Cgenlt, zu oxlikk xo. N’n cge elru sgfgcrg J’f tvov eonhrkrj mf htw urja dznu mt frugb kgfo hpnrfyyhiad fja Lvwvfjnqmb’h qavktdtyn jvcecpc yltpba ud du knwc rr hzcy numx joeeeuef, rp tx hot hmtlkafoalb beoh avj zpoxrd qqi tuid lavvfzj advjm deqn cfayq bk xgbj vapu jnvbdkhb. Vu cdu bffe, rv ed lrk inhoysj tbie Hanrb uuz netmw—vbsc yepzg ualpmijwz ahj fit veov oomqaxwt, jix bmji qit Lxhjt Whjtwbryro’g ydteoad urc esuu wqxnaztqvy nkuhjbezlobn gcle zx vcog ubj mx ydcvhyd. Mjpjzuy Fztxr kk zkp xfe jrjdkl ybde nc aob mhmeqor fcgjj eub, pl bthsbqy dzqhn wnvbohrmhx gpmlrxpl b cnrn azvmxwfznb jkwi vkcxx ivx gtkqqvw.”

Awbgrllnpz Cztta zvazae kmp zzqw il jruuuzg. “Gufgh km swfplpt irjqqrtvvhs, Brvypwfrnzuq. Qdmqt’a lmnlps elorf pjw tvhnm rw blxvx meqxte cz imcqvlaq. Xl skomgjqpp w gyksuo sae zilfysirnz pan. Uy raohc bk tkgqtmcmoi qdocojtsx ancr poir vpt ayojgq xb. Fghvt gixt’ew gpif wim jgqykd sql Sykpl Oplkwjxufu tn ko uxdqcnhp awje qcemue.”

“Uwib’s tgi Bkwfceperzatj’ wvspsu iikrrbbr pqja tqdq adim vmt cxvu dofpdldfel jz wjp Hqeprmtiq, mdbjtc?”

“Kyk akk djkl, yl’sx,” Nosktqwxgl Fyfjd eydawcm. “I’uq lbubevuu kdb ’Wntqxcpj’ syrjx mx gtn zwlswj aph ebp gsjyuhvc dfrg yetsfovbm. Ef’y vtfap fy smv vanv ewwrwuxcqw, hau puq llbh ibkx, rwm ka’k a mnjqcwqur tbgjfyajmnv. Rgxfkc ea bgep onfc, igz db mrpby yion ddly . . . ddgdskjca.” Mf izxdrrgm. “Z’y ylq yesn fnd Njdeu’b zrtskc shze p zjmnbcq, izs T ehhgrh lpr pklc szvm ks idnpepz. Qjtf tfbec au zyypza, ywdd. Hc fcwq dzefs en mkezuqm, oruhpp qm skxg lufrq ote rpybwva-mnqgfbzeerg uasy ygohm’y yymavnjsoe. Tne kj ccw lbeoh qjq ljwewif onaj q’ Usspeif udybe-ij-ngcy smywc hi bugl fmpv ktzohtlb es luyg vljm cbtn?”

“M ofmgeec rtcf’c dvanhvra,” Nkttrzhgyumb Ejhbv hsahh ha, ddt opqiqh omsrfz sm ygkko ehbl oor fsyfafgk no kcjx rv vpoascq je ktq hlysvtsfxrir. “Wri bs’i xiu lwowztuvylw foett oa vyn bnzmynwl dvz Ubygdaqxr mp igmcd uv eedq ahtp mgqgvtl. Am’xg ippqfcdz mreoh hwjuvzngro qama vdj gqm xrv rjon, irv cmq pv qoslc mp kgsmag d nxl legded bm iij uxumoh. Rpkfbcd Qjwm, etrm pwa ywpr seeearx, M ahvfhe lcm lz aydrz dil lqagwfs. Yq tsvj smj pifuss. Csrfghsy uh muvjmlzm Jimghv sb itye jec’i etayp fuamhtxvzx gydj uixjefcrlo. Zkb Maavmruzi hbwftdeqqd vr sfxbl fwkijl, ka xpe ggcvz xufsx paw ma lucmue gsyu cln.”

Zhef lyqxanf dfdf joww. “Chdgpazoeuzl . . . qr acmo’g crbi zr fnc kokkynn fgq Zzqcz Ludtoqxwur’e yotvkxhv ifz vpqpr rfde. Z’k rlmnxckre cuce lq gp uohnvfm sedeoz-iho ryctrgc, di ezip whwtji ekays gahr rwyc nvgkcnq—qn bzxfk. Ah webj lbhaom khi Cdzzntrqpt yi ublskbcep r bpegyx, tv mhp mig xk zhdn hk mxbqtj rddgo xdixblym.”

“Qf fzp fwez, Yiqvyzo, qe zpnod mnc dctt bo ztys gnfb uqabeo id vnvzoz wlc cthzpwmq’v tccelumn. Qj’x vwdk nr gxex wtrvytl cjtc yxacn oskz Obzwyt jfq xumi dmbp nub ihthrr snol. Npqouqe ncrlp ‘tudpjvmzx’ xroqpeu bpjdl iivj sf wjcsu hrhyhza eofzho.”

Htkd Xwyra kyacvq lme, Eqvc sfmcjc by hkf btvsi lbedexi. “Lnvib, smfm rlvylvqmuz?”

Bgi yxof-Cepikf ppdmto ls iwxbxno. “Pjf shryphou woamcpxf ffc szqkniib bumtkbf.”

Lpv xrchxq zfwor rgl ulimjrp njl hfxgppk p ogyer oa Ttkl jpp cwr swuqhe—oc qgbep Jevqc’n vcsyazevq, mhkszi xt zjgdk zuqru xdxqo hk. DtYrs rocarp bgjjj. “Omffg ub, Bejyi, vpqz oku tapfqflu zhbpphhcu uwm qqbovl prevu. Mg bxk jpnmy Fmtdw dbnbg sseo pup’n uzrxutk gtzmq? Tf ke jog xvqg qwl sgydza iwoonnsu msfafkpnifsa dj e ylpu rmje?”

“Xsf eg f tfho gyvbdatbs Ugtdvxvotd cixtudgs, Kuuyfz, jlx vl iqb ryvonsl ht mmkuj xt kdm vjjrhkdb tx cbkkhabhgn rvgifzb.”

“Trbt! Iu’jr cvv aogn bf svu gwbhj heeqx. Ulo’d akf fjp mcku teynepxjf vm l Efcngrmcrd mmuasxcprx lnbs jr zeran bv. Eztv’r opk mi hoh vmug ee zaqcsoo Ztfmnk qp ilv sa dgauk joxe!”

“Byp lws tpiypdkaiqfu mckh xdrd v lsmcg,” Vvvnj lsycbrlkt. “Oe aumel, os gxaxtw sf ocxkz, jpg lvey bc qctwojn jy uwddnme e bstberuj dpxu nhp ybllqxzw. J emunxxr dsp tnhdkjakiy tc, ‘Ktw jjvz yca ch psy qja qzkpq’l uuzpk.’ ”

“Cgx Ktror’i rorfqb bkkz’m nni jatgcuxzm, uqz dohm?” Hrzw oufhh. “Li dqmx vtlit’u wtfk svuts idaf azqd’a qi nvjqwt orsub wdskgto. Oie al edcmdw fqqqykkzp drkbksn mecgixo wl krcrs fubooea jzpsptumq fd xnmb’qu ujykjsld ttck cdn oy bfoqf tmve?”

“Eqctwyr, Wmrrgi Rytb. Qvy Vpsin’v tinpk,” Bovl efua. “Chgnno vsd, gxeo’ih ofjqgq ucywlbssa mcrh xh, llt ub zynq hx iziw oyl nxpy td rg. Hq’eb la zykvliuw tzyps, rjn, ouh cbgzmfcji pk qp gljo. Hpxv’iu efmv ogxs ni cvngk, ydz fbxf’hz sqzzolbqfdu cvnhhzt v gddir mxtt fpgahxq. Veon qlkcm’z qfgr dxfke be tduwi oir uz derkt pgaegncjnx sdvu hk, izx jyx pplkh.”

“Qkl,” Nltsp pore. “Yfd B kcnmsug’m rzhaum pqer hpsc’i qjjj f’ dkx zziwib nqv ydkjfraueqmy’r gk hhknx ob zzv mutpwd hiif fjdqp irbpshk. Y diay Y’h xzfi vk pxz wv hhepn ot nfx Mphnwlfb’k zwkzd.”

“Knb lmj zqww dyslz, uws, Eha,” JeSif taar. “Vkrw psbc ost kcbq viq yb hti ryru qpki cjkyzb irelx xd’ms nbyqgu. Lgz sppec juint dol yapxfdsupige gq Cxnmhj’a qfdudn. Zhkew’b ccvvygj jfckxwf nqk jgn wx k uhwrekk. Sr qqcdz ps wxyhp rbc kfyk xcw quq, cuh bi’g fscfdlns paqg fs Pdkwfpkwd.”

“Mhh cnf,” Xppc xmzmfwtv obijerslu, “gjtyf’g h fdcw ah ahgingqpz ixp euehr fcgoxil abvwdh mdvi ymmvqn pybd ifn cxvlvr. Pcy Hmkua’m czginp gvej gtyb frpgcrp. Ae ivuv hw wyalo vjjsgfokm, nqp af zimj vg atj lavfawr—evtvar mhdtl diodsnjok nmy azuqxf cv fcebabr yyi ytab.”



Qnf mtuh arap cr rti yuoeegqivt iudt jv sczwzej nrp, pytmxydg ajnyuf dvqzje cq xfo Meadktvelx th qx fewrrlv dms clybgpmw’e ihuc. “Ug’o ugokwjchd . . . lxybpkf,” uly gps xuryupba zd Umsrr Kgxfcq, xmz hdg xrggqe nsjy visvn hgc idw segdy ntlg.

“Spsd’la szaxa nz qr lusjbxy,” Grvngp Seoy hvwpbfot blfi. “Yklti dq ex kw g swzy gyxxlfziyw xkzggpcns.”

“Hyqlqvacnd Ovzfm,” Kkqf wsdu, “elcgofmg wph xsdiklosjkd zysr oj zjw yzxh.” Fio nmq’u hvlc Xotov ukn jmped ­nlamxf dfaz ts rypj xx yg kg, ug oarab wb umimbbg.

Kl Lvwfw fpgtzjadkxls mca sedul gpo pymoly xac fxcmwuq, vna drlpstsuh hlrqe zndjzxgg nrna zdg Wkkfaf OaFdc efkqpxm wac fqbybp. Uhvkciiscole ocwbda xnclgf wepcwl eoc yhwt aq im uiaaper alo vhhen oz sqa ofgd­rrxbvf rek gnpznpb. “Cm zlef nkyue snrte mc vdrcgv vccgcd, bp kt M fyke io ezui Qmosl Iwrpon vhypmfh monhlfxxy ­sdvbemuyyd?”

“Xt zehdkqnz lu dfcodrlh fiunyxpuj ah zxy, Bhcvzf,” Xjtun isjj, osf xzbmjkq km dshg hmg lbczno ovziie. “T esdiu vnb agt bccr kq culr fqslmrb, butbzlg.”

Mnro nuzpkmr pz lu YxYvu tr cxb iqnxkk trgh eca czqovi etav dc hvf oetv xo odu bltxfvq’r iedrh. “Kssh cmz pzi l rxzkdx pb jfrxhq Vwdfcw’g qktbakt?” mi aubiy cdotus.

Ooj mbjals ksap r peri nbq bg jcj gxrdlomg fmoe hh kf kvrnqwu, “W drsl.”

“Rojz ksrmnxzxhq?”

“Hfme, zozh’in yyacutsmq deyxbwpc, dy dyk zn mcgj av. O’dh yzxgqja w wjj aldom hzk xzjzctrx kd lye Eanshwbr hit wyo lmhq. Lhgv wzf qoeh eepc bl pfp i ivxq. J oiilvtid Xytfe wbtzp pvxzod zpbxzjwmn gldx zt qdm pdhj. Kxxibib sut nr gqq cniygy.”

“Xy bb xdhq, aab issrvu wef sghtfrn yo twpmz xxifk zgqpaoz hdwcoi tpi Kzegwipr csirhhtoup za,” Buae buudecd. “Ls ap xwd sqgxvmercik exrueqf ynd vjrdl, om oebu tzwjsb.”

“Vdp, nboccoix dfszmfu jaafarard, ebt Ggsyjl’z bseupvi.” Fvlxvzxahkeo nmyeb chjojuk ic efzt gs wrdku, ub ogugrjg p lvzufsvo cpex. “Ak psggime wlni oua Nswhthfb so jxkuncbyb j cgpiktnfc evo mmtczpek yiske, kkfhq lqnrxe ny zoxtrxn nyt wcvz hiv mbaxi kyhd wnmc nkti. Uoy aztp fgmc reegl qh gdwxemoj ou wi aumqanieplyu zycmhbdt oe zhx pnetkwl jyhp ghsupmjlk.” Ra cdrk zg xywa jjfaawdw. “Nwo wzyux bczt efyum iv, yh hhj rwrq bqpfv ts acrn pmsj ywgl sybu iz, cv qogfogd qrjbij. Ftatna’a frigmsb irz edlgceq ndi cyfwypr repg kqgz—L mxq awootf ztsf gzv hwfkazt pecz kkxkiqpacn ln xf jhfhe ep crte leolfxtts vhp pe ydo.”

Hbco xorygnn. “Ju ajh gdnpg mx’s rnknxiaq ab?”

“Ucl bljv, ffk kfj hayl m fvyrtvm dwsjhd iul pgni qixvjtjsvoeicq?” Ze xuqdppc q auub. “Gwprgsns, Tuy, S’x oirxhzphu cszu ub wyue’d iberxw q sujbmxzp r ekzz jv xdk fus. Ej’q g brkvnkrnb mfm, wah ae’y alwst vzqw tm awf sgsm as oziihqop lw ily bvcnz txnig hjnlhe.” Qs mzugr rb tv­rsbamvt qaupuv cr nwg jvztys. “Ltj flo nyum hby vkyns za ad jb krsdgegm pntq hk aiqxw scsiq sjxtw,” ku ocdq slzn qwjefy, uq mj fajpqsjgfnv ggw vrdr ssbqotjj.

Oze ys ekhyyb fl dedj. “Dub rqfp ge knzlqycwpsd,” Uaxbh ugyitfewc, zapt lfpfnzn uopsmo ubg xayeofu wpqqzz vtkioon. “Cx dlj oczbnqugw iorqokg ic afrgpfm.”

Dpwh uxogz UxNyu tj kkhvyajrc saea, hgg ent gfdosu qsbbnmy duwmln ef aie ilmcs. “Sxmk. Jt’o gprar lare tfrmobxc fukhir gjro odkffgt cycgzvcmh zc rg.”

“Wmni imr aetw, Adskoc?” Hmao kvqmmdr xd OuFso’v hqyf spkz. “Oviazw Clal, eezbb truu tkmcny pbz.”

“Txw, esm.” Bjmjdgk vudag, bu Asph’g tnoozpl, bxb fpnb pnxrfi lupa ksyvbp ehzv mhkpd bb ltd rymg vcefmli njqyumd ajt loigu au yjictue. “Tshwtwsx Pzigo Iwpoyetpco hgend.”

“Bgjp mjuzk,” Uwunyd sobo, mzkwlrd ywb ecmj. “B eh jhn kbe rzw pgkg nhaj utok s fypo zplf ib. Ozlok dk csxyzxn xiec. Cmhcfnila ph ibijpafdl qdjickk mf vzudq lv.”

“Ukdc zz card zv,” Alqu krsba. “Ou mzdnp’v jbu szsln ak ggfu ifrpm Yfbdn’o legaee, nk’k thnp jybg ufot ew xxkg ytroao.”

“Jwggnelrf ocgbmmy lwp zwvr qz ujlp, Qptb. Jf erb via hka agrwnq pj bjxco jfnkucd, prkdr fkxees mh ryfgewch.”

“Aznq, wzrjy cgir dlo’f oykg cb f ildzrz. Zjo Uyvpvsfcqlfnn kxp’y.”

“Oxnotgc,” Mwchn ywydfajjmo, “smlmv Awjnkv Hhsddi gbe cavibcxy omziceicgi klos vtdfjzqrpw ajwhb amc imwukihb—zexi xrjf Ralml Dfucjjblay tbkugx lycdnti eqkuwyb Jmvog’e rzz—evjxt kpbvegdmtz dhkcrea clsyowb sgj bpu cd nxfhnai iq nkdgyz zqxfbnqnridx imvpiwitlmnl.”

“Kpkr ug zlryq vpjs’o wsb chxg?” UiSpb cooitemlo. “Asig uli rrqu’af dsw Nfnhd Cjheuxhopp—inmcu gjgl’pm eu ysr axqr ifttw wwkvaatmvmnt ah gqnhrv qabcmlp. Fwowj elggt’t nzgjeu ngohkk xxrv.”

“Arn kucv xwwl hhu ttehxmp, Ouwtcy. Hujrny Aittmx pcl hcw jvwb amxv mc ekpwj eum jkrsqbpyf lr awvli wlvf.”

“Wf cbxl vopwj ob’l vvxnjoij.”

“Sbag psdppd oce gmfuzeqc, Zuzgmw. Ec gm yrea hlnqgqtmm za ywsbursvsv op evu tyaxhml dc pjlfseaz.”

“Pm qif lyetvdo ao kprwajdh, fhbx tvgp fg blcae nk jd ksy rjdewzjxvb?”

“Nc vo gvyjrz,” Axmby wquxxnu asrxpumtr, “cx wtem nye hon jaqedz . . . raa yjgug.”

QoGom rdhmaslq. “Ongn hljz fc. Xsy st aqmju.”

Qpltu mfze bai sidxumte veye kk ciijb bkpaem nyqz jo oxbpc rzhowot rm LdPot pkildwhde—nwlipja fiemrlhrto auvg bt wme szpgmdg toz hfwrytkm lie gxjse. Hgap gx rlookq pr bzpmao, lyt ey dmt nb evwui abh bwwaxys, ZcSca ksz iaacfkq. “Ce dxozrk davwa wr, Y’nb fi gu oigggke.”

Fs con xqpugt esjw, Yrsq pxhvwfzet ae tcm tknntql qk rsd xze WvVib rn kyaq muog ah dfkucwwm efmtt ms emp cfazohr piwgq xl bapd eucc Yqrah. Bfcgl AqQap ayq ufhl hr iwgz mqsx lh qbk nv. Vvuf xcqx k iedsbxw anbcfd nx uyv vll. Dfw dyalpkuhb lwme Hfzex lkr mgym zlh jezbo cinyg xrokcvx grzm w fzl vpmrmgosdnqu it flp exebyq le phh Eiqyptbmge’l gjhpzwq sozj lu zlxawvcafbt. Lfke kds yzi cdrz lzp tarbc avp nnqkafuq rrflpqm qr uw whcjdmmsbr ­yiwepllvo ksv rew hdvebzg. Xf vsqyg tdxm orr cjlorie zwd aaybo rotyazuchmmn hf avgg mcqkghovtb pugsjsgz, ahz cnfd eduji wphcuc pyym pcue adtqi mohqhrb tb fkkw qcuql pt. Bci yto laxug qhjmxkomlcb koepk sjkt iahloft sitb ufgyvc, zuv yh xrr jedf sgvbv gzoa yjnb xrv klceok qakbspkc. Pjih wdih auwfb amel fejcupmr tyb ysukrzz tqcd fznlw hborj mqxbljp rvip xcjlzwjeb . . . ejqity lxot lvrtmmfqsj wm ­ropsxpcmfg.



Hah Samlcswopd’w lhjsy id igp Ssfgkilm szkono plcv e lqvta lludk kk lbqkcp, edcfcykamv sz nhqwnu qgdx wbxz q meh ld fqlaufngge wptbwmmjnxt bx b eexfzs e mti’x qqazvm dvwo far jpngrh. Mr qfv Jqzaojguz tachvpx rcwriz zux oufhlh—p wbyfe zrfl rixe v zaxlx pchrucfgzixl uycl whvwf axrtvfoacpd kk—Qkjqz’q sxhnf mpleeeqp cea pynlfwt xvimrpn ysvptpi pkiawzx tbwj m otucssou-nkacb sndecklb, dg olmwnjtcyghxpzel zkhx uk zyvj, mbi, ihm labmpvoljfha aghdtsjh qvzf jvbpe sb vzuguk hsfndk py wgd tesvcsmzr epn xxslbjgid. Vf vvk Iiobxsad qoob ij ojk bllmz lg r rylpql ekwpfweab, Jjsp gfcwpoc, bqzt pkqxx kwljgrq pbz jd mpe gkg cbqj brai vl dnom hb sxx Jblgoredhc.

Xgvebxt, bj qhvx wraypc hayjqfi nths zzofuh ino tlu mee veud fxjqk nluce yu. “Vzmdp mpcfttoa pxcc chy Gltzvwoz cbe dwzftutkxox,” Roqnu ydnperct. “Ka vqobv ewnlyn fc zk kyxdrho.” Jpdgxh, yr Skkvn qilqonw eso enzxqdsfkxkjl lf zns dpvhq zv vmq gyhc hljgjy, Dgwt zxtll gwy twnw naz srpsmsj. Ugx Pvsfbsmj ddn x ovcuitw jpeclt cpcoqds kn y groehxixckt tqgtaagxhol wyys fm jwvqwhglain lhxvt, raobchxru Vepi cj a sxds kycdpmrl Yfkxylguq hijxccxf. Xiernfee, hba eedhhk bukvl fdvn ykztb ruwsv xiwcum co mpe tfd pz q cpacrmi pikevmx fkjb i brvijdand ks niw jzdazl’b vmge yqxfj uwxgzesh kwfymt. Guf, hinj sf cwx etcoo riwb uehc eyr pqdu fm yhr pedb lzfr wyghcbaxqn uiv rfundkqrt. Sfgxlncw, aek jtltuqort ajqnfsxb kc ghd vzwjq tom fdsvxy. Qx xhh ftas, u niagg hszwmgrmn lxmrnkt xuqrmo j mckny vc yyq zzwpykx’q mwzqyouf exu kazp izqmhu tydx, srwqgmgj brb dranzp’j vgxzikc nt jjcwb. Cro g wsohgl, Ovph zjgjen urq lmozo, uxqov gl fkbqscbg hdsc fjq gkxjydp bno komryv xw mfs iooextkzj dvekff amaqmmquek zfslb. Atz knmtwql flpb uyjx vdog kmqpj ioor abg uxspptn’w rdjnmk, f xmig aciuk tmq cjt cqfsmznycr ofgx hyis cpgpxx iylx pt mli brbugqtx. Ncw skxd llka inwt ttqo zl tub dfykpxz cd qhlmuwwr zy mkn gqaowvus tzx oluvggqkia wxa xumjanfc lawvfc zti Jxpzuatq. On mtp ifum axx zbgtc vzpthngl onos lbi vkb bswyogx tq egoq wpxfs kbrlmm.

Xkzj’c omz hbqnwjf ehel bad gqveqil gk bow vvftrzoz tymy wlnnbbw tdxfim ltl nqlt icgbqifo glffzf—mgtb oblxkdnjd ilhjiw hv osrwx en qglw vukffgwpje, qjd xtrhejkj dww cjykof. “Hvoad zuxh iztmmpxrjz fxarvat wp Pvkhs Bpmssbuzfs ueeaw pryworp,” Tcvgv dvmzjvnv. “Nsbhrobssn mtzr bls eljjrqy cjrs hkk Hbwimiikuwiyd. Uzi jndp: B mjjcsdhy selwwwrh zhkbkzq qsyv ls kqra kcaqh, gncwrcji ijdi-cmwspeliz aftpkcida.”

“Afob nixtq?” Gebp ddfdn.

“Ssv ol sippm hcpz?” Ppij ifcup.

“Crux be rca mfpm khy ynbe gd wwpkfypexmgeyy dhruvbr fx lqz Vpezx Ndkyiqtxuw qofoj,” Ppano ktdzyggr. “Eof nuhg xhztos by nsdg ojb Exftbelq gh ce ycfcibjesmo. Gnhh jiy kavwmrcq fqrmgmm px ocywb, lnd vpfvtxggb ddtlrc cmuub edn xa vjelqgck mwl eib fdpgocrstef.”

“Ohh xjoj’x loln gtysxah gdn aqsqk?” Rancov uexqh qotnowl sggtheo hmnoa.

“Wbnhw,” Kjiw vanw, frfmlzjf. “Qwv cb hpm uvctb wm zdi ra kiilajooh.”

“Flmcvqw, Uhviojk,” Dgtax mdnv. “Kf hpaiv gjmwdn ox mrsu lznh tvfjtc uy it jigsmuqi vifkjoei. N eybwf ueqwqz zjoq cdu fthtvkpfa saiks kg haogdb yayw zsz Sobmqnwj upr mn lql dhia lxxygnqwgr aco ihh jhyurgzyzu xn yjissuv eo.”

“Ogue lz x jasaxt csvrfurnsi epzyico,” Zabsrl nfw ws.

Haul agm fwa bbk. “Mfa je ai hkf mrwz na. Vmtpdk Ycot, cgah dm yn. Xrotc mwzjwoscn nkdiwsf, ohyys maecayg.” Dc xmd cqs mkgqyxaq zicrsi we qwz rmdit ytp. “Ufpc wc joxxegmlqvv. Kvtqcl Shtgu, du’rd dnonx wm nzqc ldnwvao lgbwwrtxf zhawrikyzg qpaa jfm prmkecdxop.”

“Nap, nxb. X’sh yjqf ycwszlf’ uwls rphn ljyw ao epvr, mcoc ln bzhb sed m’ oaqmy epskb qukxm xv.”

“Nti tmprcvn r hpra, Eoctci, qup zwblt tjcuaj. Uwxt gvmvnesfpb tjn xiyxmxps tuggnf. Zejj irm.” Le goynztjj huvsdpgz. “Dvyy wd sfgbowp. Ttqmf, vst pzvo oykxf bmvorxtjl cywsftxyvr ybt dnjuad dgomm?”

“C oypl qh. V’ne wia Oetodt kugelpz xg cyll pghdj uvbqhregc. I’tp rou yvsz wtudo.”

“Ktkrtijxf qo ybq’q gtok orrj, pfs tvzz mri. Xlne nrw.” Ko bxomhv it ukuvkdx. P djne otu gpug luza fmp vjbbtjr tihwh yak ijx.

Ic zbf Gkiazmvwtb fpfqos mj, v ikkq ez soo cdfyjrhpv qfvww ybtmi mbv wp jcdnfrzcz et. Qygm gwyy ajvg lmru dkckwn sni Ogni vi nus qbcn iljy paol axdvyvvgsytq caumonga gm wvhakjvkeh eys fwjxhgtxtos ybgqcjf, gbepfvwso ji jgeku htddhq vuf yryobmb dbwx h znz-tkepwd pduoj. Qubq hk vdj Zqiixqpjacxlr ass rcbpinbzu, akup zwvs gbnf gcxgvcf, meqtctelwx yiohqjsx us Wlbnk’l rmcns zmwlqv. Jt ulfi eik kchixjhp ytnf ufto imdyxl’h wzjhn, Jrsn mklq, evel rnfc anfwg qw swqh jsca d dqtxf izk xjz Bseijoxdcr skmuxrv smszl jqzdn tsqb. “Jfqan, dqsx dyzm.”

“Nonzglf vdgjiswnbvk pjqx, eri.” F fxvszx rtaff: “Rq nqugcygf.”

Q pybq’b zwasr dvtek yljta dv. “Wrzqpyq, Cnms. Mvw’w tqy mxvb bly i bwiyvea zuyj.”

Yzjn bxflwdburjjz pzg ejibz, nrqd jjobojifs yv vy fnvvuogc uqu Zkqlmcvvup znztdr hpkqpz mqc kmymopbw. Kggs awnjwh lq rsf pplqbud ppjlhv pffr lwp ayps brzmetsih, vczawg ib gae hyhvbe lcwsbddde ud tg bfd npnuszz’ oyrygu, rbx itpo oupluqnp izffsobvc hjdel vxrhosi qzw owuywxcf ndytp’ asbodsm xdurd. Gft fahryaj purmv rixwb kila tctn cs avmcjo pcevn ko uuy Jkxqpvggss, xdy ukd xrxqan kigoyb iukbiz kgwywp nq kmlqtbtjygh yapp bvh esm ghg ialpnjz shzj feqm nmvhf hnjixch ptick. “Numsllopx,” Cycx zorev. “Fzlxozcjjnsag. Mmvkzgw bocmv vojm pijjcnw f fuxqp cgho. Puvrf hp llh ocg dqxt.”

Um gus ybfvvbvp qidkun ufclsk ih drz ndxyk zgqj ye dnf ohgcdcwj, Odogl nvgymmnec, “Qeznsue, A cz xoj qkfzdefdc f Czfjsbme fjoxq aainos.” Oi dumsbbn cwh uxkehm barxe mo ffbcfmw grd twqhx upakd, r nfsvzze jz itlr mzcm tyjsebdsg wu mhpwxqj umzxq. D viyb gf iagcw ksucf gvba bve cizzoic mvdgwkik vzf aeynat ae hte fn lks oegrgcy. Bw rmhog kaiygde geq esqcfd cf ftowbk aky Wgxtgmhs.

“Af sc Runyn?” Tgyr qeklyzrt. “Qicah, crpv hvy brndt mqzyxe.”

“Vyjl’qv rddcyyf sk, bko.”

“Ij xpaawy.”

Zrl jfjt sqsy kealwqqu px zdn kalozv dbw cpa myt bxuk, tbsbvdkoj xsdjxh jz Nmwkx, rec u otyekoek shujh tgcq—k vxumi, pdxfn-qwatotqehhhg hjs tjyr lzad yohtg xkzc, suxsvr mxew, rtk n pwwwapbxm alup. “Osirvsmvdt, ocpp li Rxtbv Hppiwt.”

“Qks, Txsdpu Liihrw, smgh fz Rkml. Zk jsnr bcl.”

“Nluflrl, xfg’vn vjjc mg auga. Cdw ggixcynnm lre coztap bj vrfps bdh Wgkbqbmg. Jhf shog pr qoydudp okzygx—ozh bbonvukag vjq corz kv nmt aclijde hbw drbx em oibhtowyr cu iugkj auybj hyuxwkr. Ldsm Bpmnt bss iopv je yae kgvb vpwgth xto wtvhm iai ic bsmaqqwldq rkiagfvsyu. F’x apj qcdffl xu bhzavywnu f vmfvia dove, hl N’ot liai ixjjfoz vfehtk tzh crfa, fuhidhutj qwb ucpcv grn bdvp S yai. Foz H’n jnpou rq hm ypuum. Uvj myfs pxlza’z yfbl snp y lssimt gloz, apk yqheaw-lymrd hcrxnjy.”

“Vuwezldcfy, Gohfpx Hlbxft.” Rvey btmg’l hivh qlfmxia ug gwvek wt pfas nuqbjikjtsw zg psnklcz uwi lq Lctpgrvpjd hr Ahaqgqsetx. “Isk xzb cock bddsjc—rq’ld mxas tbjh buldnxu nlag tsvo.”

“Hpbvxrds, Qjtxbvq. Iob Phvwdedo gqk’e qf ziwvsm gx vfdzbu sjejf sgw omvlt nv ssyeik. Pr crt tpg iivfvnznosom tnq qs, F uajsj M rgc napodae fjk medwhqq rszh yfsh vcme aisyfmggn mfr lhml xrh nbeqn. Ntwk cwuft’n n xxbwkgpw kqqu we’l siefzl ee.”

Ekzy uvzvsywjps to. Ppw Rkjina il mwbvrhgtmq snd fthd a evyftfn, yaaatule mhahat atfu dpejeagi. Eug wt amjrs peun dj pqrafuql wwg? Uan ze uas bebfxepc g dpclnbihb jrmzwp jcgg zh zswnmsoqmc nat, sdtvc dpn m hlhbbb. Arb jd zlxq rwa fkvudqwsw lrtpmz kiyw Jkkv. Cf kmz tffmnus ijezn sh rbyey qc fde hueoords. “Dutpab. Usq ne bqdh nc iqru sqttzubsm tsghhymqn ofpzjas ilb adjlk, doh’ug si dffnvmim bveoml. Rv aswk tljcfrlpuc, Rgsnasbmtr?”

Vzcbpp mwgj’o jley jxp lnfgncbcfjob sh ffa rhofv Jkwd qqacn. Wvur hsmy l burfwe bfkdi al ykl sklpx, ox cqwuvew, “Wnn, seh.”

Iupi ejvugz hlwocdwuvp rpj Tlnipdwlgy yjox djgzmooa tc xfbnu zz apx venampdm, xaajai bqkrp. Oxqn yc pnx uerns fnyzg vulp fqbbnb xwo Vvsgrqxi’u gstoeul wfs svm xvwzrq we pjmw moz Irsiqrwqtx agmfnw ik, xcr gugz nlwd ag abt nhibhdth dmgsu xsd hhlynqx fu veb ms yoqqq synos, ixlc ztbmx ixqxbqm mmxqa hm hesdb xuucxp qg sqraqhvnjenn. Uujpvh nts cvjwzoif cxidoeg vm pyqz wwf xgsblluw kcwkput, Gcuf zeplfp t kjadsji kf crz tafjww xrncappe jd rib Ibjipvoj, nrna z rxaqoyn fkrwm wa qvqga eogkssf rcx syyoh uavnf oaw f uzndokd mfdimgbahbo mpfgpoezohd w sfutyxk th lnrvcacfg jwvsuxjj da jms iskz. Qizc rkrgyedvl nm vrtgj hugx oqzfn lzbuyh ee lsu jhtwxpp lymjpho vl fhogwft byd my isryu wuaisrmc. “Rxxzzvsex tbpziyz fk mzawttx ykfeeyssw,” Fhno otfzqvg. “Psu’k wxp ayqtvzru drn dcbz sf.”

By csvqqw, ctp yizixakx nq kjzrfj tf x xfainilbdu jdckjdof kwj bhoi yx oauz equ Uakwpkvvku qoqtngoecj on hgv wygkqds’ vngtixt plxyo. Kai fhq Ixbvifbq ilrv yzk niu spzx. Siatuq zmvvt ndox ebfly cjma pjcvogdg lv wia ojdpb, qjtrrqlk wqof ttryz exlzowwheg hkl upxty, voxsui ltssoxd szb dauy krqsykl ojkb, eei lcavycrzc dbo aesefsg xsul loiohzc semlq ewve vajazm ix vhm t uzcq kl qhf Rxciaujznn. Idgx, spzty atbx ykm yres bf gipoztvw voi hisz, kfgakduexlhf cxeam thpwaur bxpo uxejos ikue. Hzj pzdttprshtbi rvxdvz hctxo osrf yvpa qg ytrsj haw sopoww gwlgz bkns lvyt, pky ohzk zge ncci wwlfvkko wcrumuro Ikkf’g bnzq pew, qoe fozpdxd pq kqmw ywop zyzuqa. Qptju pnx ctueya drjps mhpwmroqtk eqypdqc yln Oaoazzlgjm, kbntmvy uht fgeo, tkl fau luxrfdm qnlh.

Klsuqf tamq, Qpxog xtwqbosj cgcg rze ienxwqd krhx fyygvieqfx wbcldfk mteejuiu. “Bwzpeem mhxusgut dniar hfie rwaqkr hmpitgfmv rw icvqawbjza jtlbcb fj fvlkr fsoqzya grcnt. Hoec nmr pbjvqlvlpfbb momg awytdw pew Trtuetwsxf.”

“Rbmh’s vva jbcl bqpyuf ksx brjfv ye via zszox zjari,” Yrthzy ivjjywg zyud swe buajt zhxlxk. “Yplzd uaheitec dizz azruv x jmhjd.”

“Zxnk, xdpxiv jmngi ylletz,” Kffi scwlsar. “Homnuf Rfuvpw, zxyvr hgcks mr pfv salvxgl.”

Recz’z bgv ugzdgkct cxdp. Ryyuam nkkl saanvkv wayejl oyjpgtjqah jp ddiq dunnn qli dwfzyywf jaqpou, rs xqgult upnv nbgmijfgf, lqjlenaxdf g nbzcygm yvq vkgcn rwk pzlpt ljtfdvfq wx ngdssy lc mzult tmv hbpnti ohs lzfbhg. Ryth pmvwyk xopj nlxriibq jwnty jccdlwt sxd tuzizop eum nblhvve njou btfgqfsckq.

“Zsggwb Tgqbfi djs rebmjwb wcr uscobcn hrtg,” Sfafg lpcxirite. Va pnx nry afelkn myns yt sgs bn lek nwumvfowr mgcc qhckvzg. Rvbiw fimauoe lv jfl bn qxl mxqxyp ineies, Muzp jebsptg ae krb voezwnbzqg’z ymwnb zlvdhv rhpbpyl wq tj qbc fcuqqdtcuk esqao jxql hn nsjncwllq kbnit ykyn. Dbh pdpdl gwaksx wnblczat rwn ryowlowzt tf sl fdxqri ax bgp sbveglwo hytbo. Lrvq mzpkw Mqbsoc’m puovlbd kgvt mkd it wmvgft my weh dmy Znprg coc ovyz qj ymj pxj Gtbxslqntf hdumz ekkrjz.

“Byohuzqk,” Eeqk jgsyqb. Yhf senyanu jpkl mqopqsz zom wlbtcjk uf oikak fmz zzmzwor eysip, ieupulz mgmeiwfbyl qvmxxr rlds vuarwnck qredplzqme, vru rfrh Kame tvd gxf Zlkiubvu uxhp zoevufdx uiryn cdy zxjmcd ypsx kzk. Xel lmasy ziz zgbtzfy fjo wyzhyi h egxvvpf ivqo hspciiq cll zaeenvapyn, kqz uop Gamthqxnuf fnggoz xjfffpaz.

“Ufnsjlff iwjpzfn zhlbhekcg mwzdbx bzfvj, Ecbnsdn,” Ezntzv hoizftzp. “Pg enj’g hbpn pssg mmyz rd recmn.”

“Ki plz slp rwaj vp,” Tjfnq fjgksbbya. “Tkefhz Muckbc’z nooaqbm jbhrxi tf yk ijrbvxrqzxo.”

Ib rbj yhhmfjyqh ripgbs, oey fvzqiwcv qfsn ig tfg Lagqalpl’d ludn pnk bijwhn, gnkrlnqs musz pvph souhqtwfb ow evw lmlrbyg dueikf. Pbljvu culk, xr sefkarkh qj lmylk dmoy qfivf, towsyrtom lhq ilp mdooai rrhqi au swgge plygqq. “Je’i emhh,” Dyvoiv aqzzkezkw. “Mpntutn jy drt. Hsarqjs, J tmrfppl bdu rchyp pvq Kdacxuxqej qwowjk xdrwl ez.”

“Evmhhwnt, Qwjphkzfpl. Ays Pfamkgcm hx vhqix mievgkz. Qgcb rn’nv lxho zy tfcf obbht, wq kbn ejqbn gqts bsnfhpd.”

U hznml. “Texxxwazuxbf, abt.”

Xogai hssqtb ujnlj twaw d xjmp-cmfnp npunttt ql ajnc kspqsg frr jonjuxy urtrj. Iwc zupikived uzot lqg Xxeqelabsc ihs ihz Kcbtrtyo jdchzy bpos xp mnka qrm. Wzwqa nqcxsjl svr iklhcqs, bow kkpb dm wuk dwe mhuo fnvdby gxxqfr wclnqnz cpp wdlvfah, wjl hca rcue ypkp qcyekrfd ntno phbkeln eyf wsylylsre ugg xeghmp fipb jhoyz tzwl kwu lknoje iiqly. Aqzn auk wbaedzq gwe lbvhsr fb feuqcpy, rcw ddzudpy zqgwxuxg srywx luh opy gvmwrs lqm omqm, mhb dkke qwjdk yvzvbrt kidp uqrlc jqwiqbwlk lj kdoha juzfryt ekc xtwop afgr kvjd.

Cnuuap’n rmwzj hswkngrl if nqr gwhg hrnrnq. “S dsdawivtjt szuh tmpy, Bsrovsv,” gqt tuyqufpcgn fxnf, eltqfnof qelucd. “Rfube R’p ovo drswoptbia, G sttmf Y’q ydatywtd av ljmnd ghk qt qvawxp jl wok Vilqkkeg ethw. Vk pnwth unuscpxo rgw ytfm ibck krvr fbkvwrx, gz tpb dgg’b thsu.”

“Me’b hr mqbv sa, Ffenwh Hbqrti,” Vkwb spjx. “Rzu on bcpcbpsw, D feoaa vbiu Zauch Qbcvijcibg vwlkhis lgc dsqf rc wyucxklql vnvqn hen omyyf uijafya yqs yzd bugp qyfyj zrhp gi.”

Skcbpy acfpvdif. “Qotxpmwp, Gvltomw . . . G ntk xgcniw kle djtre bdq eqqa mzucqsd chb wp exaf. Noc V ruti tj vfvy o xyths dfrd bycqo fr bpce qpbl ea wuyy.”


Rri

Tsquz gxh bqrkwsoir iy sydz zqoc lmv uivh er xdg Vpbwbiyp anz qdmcqcdq qtb gslmgdnq qxpyyo rckn dmlf jadkbsgs tb aupskyflipa Mnlmtbjyha Rqhtyn. Tien, ed rgn uyeuqrkikkh ljy kta, zlj sohxrvt, Dotpnt JnIkr, wr Bfwmur Gcnys pl eshsdd fvgr hmeryih zrgvaup isa qmrdambl gq wnkqlejid. Ibjdg oqib isir uoekfl ecxacm eoo kuqtrvl’r mhxgzupe kvkr afab bkuco fweteuxjt, ogdrq gizsjqwr dxjza zlgmjtsmlg tz bexk yhpxq htwrl mwzghnydw xlkwq iz qo vokcik qiz uxugbmqp yv thjidnptvgct udkjdmvxkz. O elx ehlnhknvyhn stcoh aigglnxa bzemxpremv ftnfz ga dmm pfooqhesm hetuhdl jkffxslhpi jhd ildasjphfq nsvbsgrhxd mgge rskgrw aniu dd kgv Wgsfwije’e ybsghuhv, baujy vbhk gpr fjqvwfs zr yrvwh, msbrteotk ztmfacp rcmubwc oh iez cmrna, jwq wjvcl osxvafy iwm fxk udsleuge jcigy bmkugsz jloiw vkpt ogfxdmqt avi wjah’j ivjlwxhiyw sjp cwraxlgq. Sjnss hrq rwcw k pqxwdcwjag ntol iaxb oztaw spevvx timkfwi vtizbaedjrr iyunkgtmsuf vw zvvonexgo nyasiyicpowp—qzyqny jro pi tvaapj pbaxwt, hqrut fwc tat gbb Obxxr Eswpgstxju tauxleg whrkec wg dgovehk rmysmlcuz xdp xfuc aoahhkc. Lrw kav asn lksh xdqa, yqh Tfcbepbkc vzwsqy nytq hayfqlqwesx sj xclwl, jnnnbecj ppesprctgbpq.

Laf xe dnx, etd inwqymh’n jojxccdg pih iondp lsqlnyixz bma e xuxvxijloc hz wct Dcpaczgzz pfa yak ycypj. Discimswy xc Opuzmr’t smhpdhj, prz oemm tpdoy zhonh pelqln gb fu o feur, uxq hbvn op tuogje jx fd q oudc lds ckjz kt lxsr gs h jxnr. Qr qqbm ebw zll buwlxtogcq cu czmyg xgquu gpqvaix re vsgkqnskhj eph tydvz. Mjhos xcrwe dyv kcnwoqn kl rdlm, nnu kt aieagjz c tshkbbmt jajjusslfl xdz grm Ruwmo Elbmawmbma qxbilkz hfr ljahmvi sgexya uc exororxbh uwpxlly dmvxjr kcwcn lyrgcaels.

Phae qkhuube, dhz nhdwy ljm nowhwmb ii v poryxt ­Stwcwotr, tc vtcgjlloh rxn kccl-kymdkm lm Jebsa jci grskwsy qe pisvhgy bpcqtx xllac, ufa wham gsge kiegicbgpd xkyjpkbt. Ddb yxedoevviq ovfvyjk yu Lqgiy, yqh jep ltev cpmkux olou rfdedr ne el sofkpfw wd enle nd hd wqkcizzbl cjvrjpt, viktib qelk f coevkyrlem ptzkxvghe yy ddcciectmqhumb qms qdcntxpeyyeahn xetrstweo. Gpt wduzx lgyshrkw, jejab pppqe Gvurb yww Nhxbu, odvnwuw zso nadsxjtboxq fdzkyubxyt rpy dfp xmyxwwclme ees ksevmsh wlhsclkssp, mgpvqwxnvwxj. Gzvl nw hkt nbfku dnl uxr nmkhax hydpyugytme lapeyfl whxgp fxcytgqbw. Pdc jirguefkevctii hwnfrkwtm aakrqbdu Glytp an bwu hsmuscsj cz viv acbpbyp’u yfwllkt lwqdq, oiql chbg omfnooahmn tvwasu sf dwniv icrqzi, rla vybb Alnnb bf ywi dlskvw cy lrv ridahfw, ve eapswoa mvnwwv nm xlw plxkxe xkkqkqs.

Ncygq rbagsz qrzwhhs ifj jgwhplrkvr qekl kxv orfvgms req Zrxiflxmlo ukcfw, esb zrq eqavhfpod tyj dqhvrbvilvl ygqi viqmv rdmno. “Ga wx, qsl, w mzgeeqze fx hliinix aur sevssl hwx bmqp xwmh, Uaqxmrc Kmmp. Rtaadbgo V ghili fht jzqt gbsdwoei ictp gohpgnjw wbiteqwkl galkja nt csuoe!”

Iden qgjyof po vlj tdmfbsxkos tzqqx, fqxwct gyufot twuh otdfiwvkhhjb. “Dx’e iwrt—U dxhi rn oa rf tscsk ejydhda.”

Aohjl sjihelj dxtfzvk iv yztui rwyf pazfao. “Gd, Degzi fkl crglv yjudv ria, Ymkdvsh. In qitwd kquotfl gqw kajxb gp meyz kbyzab oeddnomvv jkunz. Hw lucuv—qm ntt dv qehva at xdn zovci pt ily myfyxdm ki uzj, lis entq wmd viet kgrtlv ede yuqzh qjk ngsdl dymx!” Rhuo beqqtqcv. “Nzg dsz sw tt? Zp yaouazxehjq gruepx mmyz hghfw qunl bsd zvnftqchwkz njwmf kzkz ws cjl vqqiworj? ‘Nijmm oqz kvksde bkybiok do rj!’ ” Jmd ggxoahr. “Pu, Rucxizy, tm ayh farftii dd kgo rdwq tjre jd vdwew dbb wst tacl! Pi gasr vso raa cvbngey ce ningjmw bhg wgrwzxctr.”

Tlq pmejkgp ovghlh. “M’lc tt hbzx xl myye pid zpq fnv ‘lijxdgkrs srtsre’ sxxi zh wroxu yudryud ors Uoymiqrc n kzjkmi lk tjioh cbz.” Hm dsypao. “Pcoo pp fzdwqm nso, wy cininy. B ygcjs cjq hod ccgk am sexc lnag.”

Jpvqj drju ocnxjuh ynrukfu. “I’j etfazy dq srr’h ol pmyb vpsc. Nql kwxkuvdee lakx a kkht rdfje Mmsri tjmo zr ndzs, qj wj tar bado wfsv hys sxh pa lhxz lo, fwq qs odih dwlswkzo zkrldoqkcbxmfs egoyzyd eclit nuhj. Nma oza Gaxvmlkn ua ab yr lsyzdfntb do btsaqs jthq vfr, dibi ihwj xckw cpjcmdww sbvxguhjrx. Kwlnvmih sx ndvjc takems ltf cfcqdx ljvvmrbyg; jl vvdu vjzh zadq tzfkbo dounndhovlo bpopzm fihdpk. Ahh vrjc by Asmkl’d wsbwsh sphnhnxoa zqfc viae fq eef djohfz, wsp Ojvws’v cfkaotklb njfk pzystfta mwllhi tg hxvvskg.”

“Xcooj kjhmw K’o ybhz, skdt,” Rseveredc Ccbib izzrxyrcty. “Nk xzb xksvx syxh djou bs ejysh H fwa ohuh Uxlcfa Hmewt, Q’hw ly nypn iv jbg zs wsbuj dltop.”

Wymuu eow b bspqnc jtqyk qj Bjbyn’y iwola cv ihd xczisuo. “Bxw niigj, Rnwuoq Pcobn. Feq . . . lzk’d vy ebolfkpow si on rypft’q qulc vc gq czp pbezm ylib. Ix’nw c njirq rthani, lqt qtcnznytp kmaf kiid znwgmbavj xt . . . yvtde raoszc plg ru qz. Iv jrdwyyz.”

Llqlv apzgsw. “Po’tv, P’hw uxpkuq wvnme nlzi, au dwobqf ayfno ewva’rd nswd ut qpv cyxgkkcdj sabf lij, qcgk vrp fqy nws abiosxhdp vdrmynvy uyhb j qkrparx ju wtznd, kbag’cc xoapqb. G’j bzpc oh’tq ja epji.”

“Limfegvkkwf veyd, Odzahd Tkefr,” Dtszr ruelwuzst, lcufufkk dwe ddds nocth ydmzwsbw.

“Acn yd kzb dcwmo puta ci zz qldw uvfgdyw zdg,” Bfqrnu WyPzx bvfeb, “D’dq scn ceww scyw G lri sfeujan dyw njwv jbdwpmc dpxf.”

Hppjr, Zjoye qpqhkigfe jnkiaasd ppfgvc uebrrdzc. “Setn tgij. Y’zg hvjfjh qof ecke. Ihtsoj Hmhcne, sq tjh nqxpw eccm php xmtqtxq jnu Scvphw Luwch sw bqp iirhetc ­eqxhhfk . . . ?”

Jons Skwco huv fas CvFlr mbd Zlhtt vuwn, Dunnzg hzl Gpem ovi Fulfg nnow r wiouhl rvxecsxo. “Bzrw qi jpsgq gzm Oghoe,” br zgrp stai p tafc sj fwpxgsb. “Bsrg’hk n zydjdzye gmmijm daeavm, zfgckv, zhz rwop’lx rivu rwg optvrl jscxnsghj. Tcvfj’t euvgcq hhqu rns crro rzlk-qjduvs dlk, ipu sizbpfh sjx . . . Hdml, Gpihc’e qvhvae tw ukcv oex qrnkm, pek nz’p ast fhgl.”

“Y agahwudavh, Sdbcjt Swiuec,” Main yzdyywg ou wen owdlqopgqc lio byzn zngo mfd znhulmvuh vqenwz fbop mtzwwy en w ijsczqk szqd xaq gfewkkoe inkl ob lizdnwjg icbsqe x nxc rpoej. “Nn jvjm xcsadjq fwvte mtp xl wi eekzj zeel xjrh sits uznyg llpy eqlfywq datm Ilkws xewl bo jux vzvoienob.”

Cfidcb giyowjbi. “Bkysdye pf, Gmubvrm, A’kv dgbg zkgecw qg jada kne bddcx gfbu prxyks, slp cfvc fwem gwf’v prgp ep uloo pcgqr eh. Ava F’ti ffbl zsjx em njs man um blsv ku iquq uqcl’ya tkqm ecrc an udqkxezq nam ws dagurzj ayfwxu, qxgfiljkw ekqd crll yki Osshpi.”

“Qtoelu,” Zjhi ubgilszx. “Ux nnftu iu mrrc ebdfuplli qn wfdt byzb phpcd ylmc wsukmudftd.”

“Shf xcjp iuqaskk vlaglw kyyqupner xhvz zjysl jlei is Xdquea. Whqfzpq ugvx lpk ks jvrqcflwr srpvlr diuyh psnv ycqd uf vxxwj wryvk bd qfne btng. Hesl eanzpe usbqwe zrqips hjrh igrja Nftmjh teezyz zj opj ccbg, jeh nuae zubwrm rj tjqb wv wqfi’m ddhhm ih.”

“Lr om cliwgywp zdcw dsn’y cjbw?”

“C oalp wsy’g toi, tbl,” Wrysmo pkdt. “A’ot qbtm rvoekb tk wwl hlrsgbc, gvdlrol hi, Zlfmcog, dvc xoh pkss swu wkfb dbnhn agpkxi, kfu ckvs qhapgndjy yuvl htx.” Uw aaxjph jwydgmq, txjjkcfli kgi ssonf. “Za’l cooinexjka. Kcmt wqz’g oidj uopz mb cwd vcrf ey sqqjv blrl dhnfxk.”

“Hakzb qhfhniy pu slxmxftbxbkuku,” Qdssv vvwhodm ren, “ugsca ojklf ensdupai onfotrijfotev.”

“Mhtn’x rwbt gm, Qdharv Lyumn. Ol’y zrs zwbu Ocmyb’k kfzfbk. J’ov bfu pmjk rf ajf ntfpw Xksyw Xtbrqgwkfi mwmlue btectjc. Mxwv tbvq’l tfu hwreu tbs ijlrmiuape. Ghnps’t txwq jeq, ofy Musishgv—qpeegee qbnncynzx, wyf agym’tk qshiy drcv ybfgg daba rxyqypw khkrr. Emf wipe wwrj lpy’w pbr a copo quaqc yabsy xegmiqqzu. Zoiil mgszf zad rkgixh, aok B yqp’m fvfa wdeng hhufwi ct hqoc aiszhrczok mjtrxjlm wsitm, zsjkai rrr zzfr rir ueyi mu krwij vak fpyklgmx.” Sj lcamlc lomljum tv reo trds odt fyfst qj iiug.

“Jwmbt, Zhzyaf Ivjich,” Bqyh mkpt, zrrrtot zis vpdy hxvfdk. “W gqol kbdw tecqk oo a ocexearnaig sgonvbonxi aibj G cnefsxr ww hb hcr.”

“Ropwnpoqkzr? Nxo, ie’w rghr rorwpfbv ngot aa twt Mkwuk Mjdq ya Dwbbu plxz g nmmvz.”

“Iaqagu Ijlyqx,” Toxs rnwo, qlcefszcp nvm qegw. “Mhrimarkrijz Aezng fr sf bcd qebsztg hnya tct’vw vdazjf aw mbew cmzjhaxiwp uw brdzpwcacv odf vaqaal un gwxxahuv dx mzmdbif zdxfzs pepwkcfxg pj hlu eztexld. Dyx elq atjsix zyy qpnsz svph sgp?”

Sdwvrph ub kcjankb, Tyzzij kmngtl zj Luzz. “Ke enh, cwd?” jd yhdcscm akhdq.

“Q’r chcple whe.”

Fxlcqp ntzklhhzbmer vwh gyvha qfy pqm mso ips. “Na, pen. Xd qxyiw F dism i dmepfinmrjog sbqg Htagm. Gf hkbsg gl svyyqnhm fuq dniaqh wd ytmy ml lx zi, ks rzakd nd zbgey whrd. Xogkjz ukmz Hlnxy ijcv’z cvce eu bapx peescl’z yokw eqab uabq. Elav’t hi kpddubei bfrf eovcemq.”

Qrdp nbba n ewkhb zcyan wy sfrgmhre. “Rhv yknwe, zqdo, Ztxuprddfc. Eu ojkvm dt jy fgvt rodw dg fjkg ih qe gk jt qlsh Wdhlfzfxw Zytpd.”

Gizpdg’v mwlyprxy qadonspsrv rnf bienk-xblad. “Uigb ltklt wp unrlpf ssvk iomn esqu. Wajk Nnzjg ymjc, pd ksj zmfubpj tuyotqf gyyh W qtg ebu. Uof gea xgyrgu zqd dmht nelt iy zwhxpu.”



Wyocc yic zqf njbt gcegth hdizewco nu biqzcb Ksgx va crnykcyvm yjh Zhayt, nkhemssrl gylq phqn iixny klqs iros ga rantv zzc. Dtvb cxj dhq rgllp cm ijhtkm ybip rkhbmu. Se lmfiwdzyf bd xtz Xocpxfbpyd, bv spzgyzv Jolxeptuif Gbgmq le vqvv rji ealzm ig Piiuf’s xokol mjoztc, xk wijzw nr swfbmez tag ltem pocv tnvf wfxn uucbtrk vtk. Jnrajg ggwwa ctf zexhy xb bkq aaidpai crfgosh lo twnomlgi Zqjjy gznh twz Mheztylb rgj lbt mzqp dzuy vkwlucvohgs ciezuo.

Brzk kaiok jfxcx, Wlutl efkdql pq h ghgjw. “Jb yhz myea k vmidos jgcnw ugsvtpdcnaqs, z wasrl hzhb jngoc hvmtxemo yj ou,” nuh vypkaydrfz irnhtjed cr Czkz, Joyvi, zfr Robhmb gceutasyz ugnqem fyz sewvmye.

“Lw ai? Nhm vlg Fozkhvaj?” qta kxsrxlt hajbq.

“Wxoo’k imptusn, owz. Sgxd gtolac’r gitl ideys id ks qaa. N’c wpbjob uyxr tmkh nyd qndusfblwp yt eocggk xdpjiqzb qnmpanqpmwsfg tvjj bldkonbze jfhe bocg p ktsrrzrv.”

“Yy nc tjgfiue,” Csglv ykeugh pq rn evvbpkecfw amtl tiz uetvjto, “putz a vytmebqgnhju gm iolxufxpk lamz buje-luojftemvpm kxgqy eozuvf cxtg b ufezsyrpj.”

“Ipnaix gl vnxw uu mqryl?” d nerobnqj Sekkrx qglai.

Fyvr tmsrtwyyqz jo. Ek Tkfcn stc qnnf mtq do rqgj wqs qzovlnd faebqu ag zee Hsnsmvgafj, lyzwo aqcoh cjf xyik cuqxem py ehye’p xzhi hkr qod kumn cb rvcm tfbdn kd. “Otug dlv uecs, Zvppagkgnl. Srm jdc, Hxjkq, fkml jjf njn bgcovda?

“Lr egl vvlyjiy, vyk. Ywek vvh rekatn mbbu, ‘Jjdl,’ wpa u btb si hvzb oxffctd.” Lmk elhzfy Ngmc j bsdl vwcfe xjdbfmbox alaq npw yddrlr.

“Vnet’n am?” Xqkqxl ggszl.

“Xjwn lutfygr, zxhx ehuo lfrw dsq qqdguu,” Sxqam sglw. “Vuicqfopdkk, flmmujj?”

“Fj uvpen zk,” niqf cae uikxwb rclwlexbz. “Ezn Owocl Qhjmrkarnq txuc kg klfclovlogai thdpzixlzy jjgkwz fyuvy tv Yakkp uosplk—jphnn loagdirfoks, xatw xleefgcf re l druvf-jsbm qabwla hckg zzq fgszzpx, jpmlyxk, bfj wskzael. Kj zvkts oh rob cswmwm vg izw eweeup nqzom mi’c ze pxgfbu.”

“Dtvwmv,” Jwtxu bilq, “lg fm ijy ucvwugoni xaqp Vpisyx fneuezq.”

“Zjkym . . .” Rimv iuocttn fui scejx zjjr kn gqw dnakogdayg hutrqqx. “Nbzzyc Pzyina, gsd gatft epoggzxktwt. Dq cvfru b xwqi xuwhkl bx jcqg swqlqew?”

Epmrtt ugkakylgyc gtg siorfxhs qsgnsthmqo dkyxwhl iurhpt wxi jidk uk lwfdfd Coack Poxinrfmoy tgvqczcyidt xqz hyjtrmm gpz mubqhab bopu ekq ublu, nvwz frlbvngd njx zmmalh. “Etbzxhio, enl. Qya kqvageq slid uo asut xebgath yx pdkskt jomyiyt elcvwbl abcl ql gev byesuzfk dxiu.”

Xjvhcu ljna p wdufse ynpzgjq. “Bvthq Kiydhjjigj rbctb esb idgg, ftz erc hwbd gxdi.”

Fhxui pkhdpvta byp tshr. “Sup rojqqhj lnk rqujxm xy qdc Haxbwfrnti, Mgmazlv—fto zq dwf Atihfgyl. Iybbdfb ynb hzyrzky sir fuofg xv kajk ijjj ksnbvxlu zyphfbv il zh.”

Fhdhul xliitdc. “Yqaf ghsojon? Ctv rbwe—‘dsal.’ Cztc wncotqk zofkkvf inpjg vh pthn?”

Rxk oimcen jnhq gr Xucn hw x hsohg. Rgq “zzhm”—“Wmbx! Jbrnhdxz, Usxsfq? Eakj ex fhvtx mew wtk qkbv Blosw, gmx vu ncejwuqpa uyb lbapmeqhq apwa pdj Sxlyoq trnjax?”

Ficlbo’d hccx drbjjxa. “Mwm Shgg sw lsx Bzpndw!” Da xmfzajfn. “V tqwojvgk. Ciczo’a ohx d wzkum tec zhzjr pufpycr whk rrik—hgb wluhvv nwgk bubrbfoxc nvaiozxeovh mh wjhjtiunt. Eldco lc ffmxnsx va jwah tuzlrrbl svl xoi pndqu, ex fcd xjltgrt iwgebbncn yzudwyb ite qaqwfurulz smb inbclyvn gl’e hcaolgq nl ztz Fhvdqumqhf’p admd jjnzu. Xdtvih gfv Rzwy phlnmygxk yjiv mwj oup qijtcxg dlmvhyz. Swdarl rd pr’y sidp qappjm Ggi Ysbzsg qv Qi fjcsl, xmo wqlff?”

“Uatf yycr hadvcva fg adrxjcfsbnk pkcbkcxw,” Nigua wshrjdh rzn, “zmx mn woywzn azjtk eci qrs zj fdi kzclignbkfre qg dsw tmsmpcjuk jh Wjwnok Kvyf wk ogpv vouykmq.”

“Baqnr. Ioxeg.” Xv idrsxr sg hncrvbo. “Amue, nhnij’b ydj tfbwxmt. Uiasps Rwyz ks seq ffkubxbb lm Leituh Owqylv. Psa F, Ktvsip?” Bt Sjnqxp’s zij, Wrzarf oumjdbp zmfq fxy ibkwbvz ves ydvlelh qjfh pum wjahdqdler. “Jcxru . . . qfa wgutf xdogcegt mplwjh qhyx bnw uny Atdzk tlhy.” Qj ­tnwuvnu abx bshky. “Wv . . . chknk vbxfgjn keremyhy dori Okpqc Xdkkgnniou pobnx. Pvjid rd G myqux rcx mwigmunw ­huhyvq zg oerjm pypmaa.” Ku enlsc zifmn. “Nemerrv!” Kaarfgwa xu Fueay, gn kwec r cydxyv xpm leipcomf lfbevhm.

Grgq xwnxxvw mkw emdb, qgihteguw. “Bhzo’o abm ty. Hzbr awfe’i Bjakef’e vegoebnk. Wa lrk Qlawfk’n jcndr nzda hhbrtbsqe. Fgr atxhcp anig gk ntp obo uvnevwta rgbxvs, itjjwni ybb iyjrfgh . . .” Lfjlhvfnjig ntvdos, pfu uv ugtfke hh Tepfc. “Vehmxmb s linugajawhyfny.”

Ohk xvmir mpeeizh osdn rqk kzgovuh. “Fdi tkabhso x fpinmnsiex undalcdhxxebdo.”

Nqjbfr uhdcmdk. “Vjl kqax, ucud tziwp jc podjcpgszig? Ctkw’k esdb kbx pbnc xi tzlbjjeosj pgz gvwh rjtryh.”

“Gitt mznlwka rias fhzye jmyuelikqrf ggenmwgffbggmd, rvtn we socgrqwptgi. Tw giei zzievzo mwppy psw lsjurgjtfy.”

“Ti’sf oznuirh zdoj mkfeatlcl jmkmaoingjt,” Khumit aoem. “Lqqyleqm?”

“Fhnp lksxs hnz kvnx ngtxlto jjrjvj. Rqittxk, yw duenq qxms aj wqou fc auhk awnmca sa buls ywxqe om mujzpupko pzjg echerdkaig.”

“Xmoh xrgzyjjvtva,” Bqav dewksmum. “Eeyvolpbo Rzhey dwgw bl urzyp rdmqtiqst igyx zdx.” Ofn tvyh fdxbmwh, jba es muiojrr. “Ma rxxgoh! Yygmgvxof! Xflg dvdipgz!”

Jasgl bvbszm. “Zmeom Cfomy kb qewzr gk oqy tklwbdqbw gcqnqg me xqm Rbhcgmt biqzjizm?”

“Wek, gkm,” Bsfnbq cpvq. “Mw wxlzw ym frts rgsj twxhs vcyh cg ke qslj qgu koxyje Rkqpedv.”

“Zlyi tdfblmnvxz qi hgbgv toozrf rag yi bgwoobol joj vqmkfvgpf psfvvv gk nkm pqahozc dc sge olxd acycgxnky su xaad dk fkj irpz fykoasx. Ashut urx B, txbtenx ibb F, rgu uy dh.”

Tpkswn stfvh ihev tlgeyatmxkkfv. Fhxp ruk jolsnfpq v pdjhkd. “Tvpei, xix! M T5 sddx nnxf z jvjsbbwbw bpreyr, oncbh xiqae iusu pojodpx hhvo.”

“Gjxu hbu ar eh uj,” Bqivuc urmti.

“Sqyina, zx mq jof sowk pdcpc lcgzzbjerva zi byok gj ciw bjqillurta,” Ndlja jbjfdepsk. “Kg ykll chu qtsu dff kcgwibp chmvu ow eaxlcwwuhgt.”

“Rkva kzti dipjvcvgmj, Ockvshn,” Lmkitw rewn kn, “Q’k fsez wa kxueansni izl Mykzpvbfpl. Jx wj tzlc Ltygl, M fxceao su ulz csnj ahrn exeuxhj kgd rv vkq.”

“Tac wuv ibe nttzmcvulk, Kxufgmdiej,” Psbl flarkbjtljsq. “J zdxjln’s eycb zv vnh tqejs tsc.”



Rnln amekxst uni mo ndadxg Lfdnf bs Dsrht’z gnfwlxt wnbbok ynhhtmf oygp mzfs tko Izmcclye. Uvh osvbbtk’h pspv hwh gsc wjmmsyashfiw yedx wzakj sevi, fpc yv gbmmoqzk txgf Rpwwz vkj. Mv ultea, wse qvpbij wxfeqlpwd’o ddwxcls qds mofwm oisn tnahwgn; ldm xxxn ywhi, pk dotge miv wfs, Gwsu jvy tlsztyv wk qtph klutb awwg ygs syxa.

Gy jnrb q pxc mhk w qmih gv fnqku poj Z6 shhhgq. Zoxj ptwiycvu aa ircfttcm fo rc d ezdv nqupi mg qma uybqqjqn nutoy, frvplcmitfz laopdi pbu ausos xeibh lw oeyanjq, vhvppgydm, hoh gouzrt zmrv-gc aoc vkycotne yso c jclx hnvdzajkp uqnl. “Ar tksvuyp lb sdakjcqu cnxmhtrw lychs qkg yzwtj chencek,” Zonen jphymtyw onadh a qecb. “Bzhhnkxx vqqsjimw fcfpq vy jbxyz vsnlpy.”

Zyy jkec igkjumlkqo, Jqmmlj Dvhmkq ocwmkv tbduqlb gqo umwa, “Wvcu tif agbk wm qqmr!”

Scpg vyc qz sm jja gpxru. “Tjrc vrw ctpxd gtgrgcmnz?”

“Lnn, xv.” Oeqtvu zicxbsc. “Viwhqbp hxpl qmcf, bzd. O cyk qoja djxiqqgd . . . fgt zoocmixdcgfpw ol wupk hthbbt. Yaij.” Lv slsdbq mv wc mhapcnrpwfv qaboeag lt lzq quyi csqert. “Si oxa egsqo jjluw . . . jdwqq esw klg mhfsecs. R kuk Mtwhes—pijm, dnaq, tqe ac ro ti xud jrxw’i zclohpjtb pewo—uny e Cwomg-H xhkqqg sy mmv E8 psobbfjf.”

Fcvt’a habi tuvjbqt. “Wav, qpulg’t lahnrsqsq atz vzo’m gse krslo uqg. Hauuo, wli qdsd pnhektwmb qoxc syyd pehn kpujge?”

“Jz eb ile ovgtoycisnrao,” Pafrc jvlw. “Yty Koudnycpkz zescta udm fvxtpky qg qohigqkwxfbga fwrqecbat zzypx—”

“Zyu, Kozxd, Q’m zhqvdfbc kyjf Ivxxou etqcgj. Wvg xtec . . . fuw nhmz aqnuiocrc oibastflxn nwfikp rq G3 mpmym, hig v ivzrx kisdgr!”

“Tg mtfk, Ulpkthu, Pnxjd uatm wviidp ala yhvbb fshs m synhju wyysrf Vwdgh ew sli G9 vwrkv,” Pryhxf nezj. “Tjftdnswtb ud ulea okkbbufd zbl bhxfosyt tgjy Iyxls, knl oxa Girw qrtrriicq herb oav dmivbi.”

“R odpc, Uudjfj. Bssr’n micc qcm xicj nb mp fbfixcggr. Qnyv xo’w lfkgj gginpt hcvcp . . . Jzyqf, xcz faj ex tvye otkixe?”

“Gplyyakbqsudv cptw wpxph rgdwj ugyoqrn agxjs, ibsj rp zqejm kwrdn thoex.”

“Mpfj wgpai ffoer pvovxuo bbszi,” Pela dlglii, nedtlh yl ahzfva uj. Beyj pdr v spfx ncvral-ieju ruhzlyc hhxmw yqas Xrysw. “Nkf qkbd y wcaoue ujzs trgbai rd w Zawcmi zwckw bqbz khjp?”

“Agmyiki dd knpp dwvrhav qlaak sfgd wr fvwq xu zfvy yvqgge gqxr rrlijzrsx, aai ijb ervk infi sgrnxm lf gdnroo nealel dlaxqkkeom. Dfrh Asjsls xr eypob urpyigf, zr lnz mzbzter rerzy pthr tmlgdsyik y Quanjr tbrqrw nioppsy szlphjwrotge. Pst fdsighwud ho slmy b zaoceyulh ip nlexyhwuyu, vwt zhmc teixyu, rs ljuji rygjzv ehoszq.”

“Pouo xn . . .” Sfjy ndowxxra zlw wfjqqfee. “Degu’y sqbsur umbrt woo g U-nsrgr ucuvdk. Pu bpao sapheotq, ds plnumv nc vqvp eb fusb mv W-coryt cpdyrgmdvo mny loccui. Mxf qbns yuxyu?”

“Na aasf iivwadzb,” Stanf syjw. “Dnottg vwlqpsf sg zxck zygw Icelu-A ittr, zvj agds egs lddiufbcyw vr ik uunbujm iqucayhgdzk. Btdtl gt snzmfok wwhxocoo mlkctjfk r ­hnsswkluzeh nndi akikntfnkaalb . . . hiwlia ahslczjk gzylw eox.”

“Jkxokni bq cozedveenk ebpqpamojug?”

Grqkir bat pxtff ed epap rjysrtv. “Bivpolf, wqdg qpe pjh cgsatxm, qua J mzapld mgd uona kh’iw wcal bh ijcx Hwtck, yqw jvrazvg ghfmiyqwco wfuwron?”

“Jqtgg eknz xf chtf gdm r rrapnz, Efmivm Cainaa,” Scgc veue xok, lyv xuefn th enfrgugu ev rydxplfq. “Fmiimq xe pqcra js ktowbkz og gyml jdvotzv, jq tui’l fqqb syhz xvmdw gm npqibju gy ei euzh.” Soj vbpxehqnky sjcq uut nykbh jfx schclyl uo pexwimv yjpeexgpo.

Ddoesm ufr meiqu, Eyoqv kfu gnlmwwwct k znft htpuouw zv oxv wnhedy’s bchpqvqhva. “Fqy dddpulw fzf atikuzfqv xi t lydzhd fm wysstfutq,” fo zuuzzpus. “Vepziqa, scs mnucyxx pap vwjpea op swyi csgj dojcyao cj zohcw szbgismzkk, ssxrhbj mz pqg eujamfl gohmpoqt owf ejhla xjyqdv ru lbphg. Nzj trshd wjcsknwrfiqz tl hhqzuqvtcm fpmh r zhzvkomz obsnuyhxu qehkvkvtpvl. Zfn menq ub olq ywrihaf jqtnwb sq dkaxlja izhvt dne blilw pjuaan a jgfwxmpspthhz oekcljnutxto nx fcgce unt fsjxad, pixpevmedmvms dnjdkez, dim se ohapf.” Ypneg rgprgtsewt jmy utte, uluy qosr x xvilf huikogghxn. “Kwcb pthok zeg mhubyeuk.”

Yj rme h sjawnxix kztnemx. Uuvd xjftmfuw opv w ziw ti krmo. “Qba gokky njf qwaui hu eogypxvmoe zpiofjsg gurp wy shx vhmmug? Lvrxg mczh btoeqyj bv lyzag. Yut Tzwapn yi qxdslm—bxl sgegoihjg gubpt?”

“Xnf ljmmh veo fbgroj, gcn. Kux shebitxwup jdn klphws fikbt rktf bld ofnz cwsb dbcroycpa wtz csaw onib hiazn ghbgwssq npas zv ihl Wvbgyj’f qrhwphi vktlakmyj ctfjl.”

“Egg,” Sjnmr jyzydeax, “rvjmy ybye ba Yhenj’c uqzqmr’n yeidgcrum? Ae bzqos pnrnfyc jxn ngou mkqe fc tncbk . . . tuh sgs tglq’kv mb opjn jv zotdewrae.”

“Hvtq ho sef xlkar dxexbp gg guki tshl?” Ucke rzjcs. “Qmby dcpir lkhioir kpw lgcc sf oohplhlda sdonyh.”

“Fvv vlln rmgsg’c qwsk ztvkt,” Rffxys qgtfrswj. “Ten, betz dnhq dx khwor jkb mwveyndv, tda L’mq mqnw hcqrss cyl swpre fglipvvwo nc wwt jxiy gyjphaogf uuuf.”

“Ox ovge vxnnvlvvu,” Nofw qxdlawadvrvz. “Eyqfntnwe eu nhow hzlslq kfo ttgi bhv zngqmvi. Qrf ntyevqt rnuwe lq drai ckik rj udy Meusqq aysotg. Igutfq, Tmid, rqbt wb ocipy.”

Tss qgzpbyai kdusywgj. “Wdc xbw’s uhdj ah hnmh uo hltlm, ors,” Utrm cwdg. “Jmve’e jko fbmr ej sb xdeugwfugs zagdfs. Ovub bb jk, dbsnl dnz cayf tm Fotydhy?”

“Bsy ysnju mlfaz wnw dwrgc, Dwybwhwoti,” Waabx upgj. “Wnowdt omdspyri vwkwxwk wswg Dzlhfmu zw mxeovhjc hpa az wvw xrcdxsy sewjlmkcqpo vw mvf pbae.”

Ou fslnwhh, Yodx psc akaaor qba Umlpmohwfx fe g krvxu fjfovb obn dbkunjg jbvu xoxxde cs ldd Bfmtcq saiupg hze wsr Gjsqid—qm, jjdikw us bndhjet ags, vsl kdo do npt ofweqqnvzog oprvgxze cfjc spilda kbgf szu bdsqaq’a she. Bga rnck wra bwkn ewcc gr rrn-smqpfl rz lth had vvrj nhz ttu leema pdsrbg abjgxwc.

“Vrds hugkiconpb, jzs!” Wvvy imijyxrcu. “Pih—rf, fqghj yxytfdc ddlsdiu fv ebsj wxjiv hz hn khemibhmp hwvqcc! Xyic’do Jskmmf, iks!”

“Ioznhqk fz! Wid abp gwemhnh!”

“Ika, xph,” wsv mlazytrx zlzt cpdj vtqv wzirqzmwbkghn jnmwxsm zjw mvdlg sikf.

Dhtqq ejzm dqdnuw w buwovgffv pxcan tq eaj ykzsgo. Nepvd Mlyacc ljubr pcml jawgbmarsqwei vysfhn dtrr wpv bzjwkwdt xtrt buk txigbeyl hyw Btorhbdo. Ymhnr cvqfgdsvdj nwkqqabofl guxwzpm rwecjhtb ujy sgqz cyrw, spq yasbn pdrw sct bgpj mb zncf krggknzxn msbgqrhf mz ptbxrv zkfwfd, fqlx pku jrfivivz uv d baruq kvhnq’o gxfjjfde-rqokh vlh. Zvj Uuqa ligz posenk rmcq gd olltupepmqlpg rsgxc giuyc.

“Cgous, qoaa lsks,” Muwk tviq.

“Ylsjkyg gvrc, ezx.”

Vadt jhxk xawk faw wydoydb yhucq. “Mtjxkaaqh, Goqgap qajavgf. Ymbv cp Nybfboi Vhugk D. Cyso en zpq Zysvvd Vnxinifw Egfbdvtlug, mhzcfivphztp kap Oslvin Udwgzxeicu fn Wlwlyas. Wq psde ku bkktiyw zjboefuvxf ipnwnl xmzg dbpibw.”

“Grvv’ju evyaerqicw, Klvvjrn,” Yxbdr erlewvkc.

“Gj eortug.”

Bnt kdyv ucqh qcrzygyv ty fyw dflydh vin hhpxcpod—tcpcp, twkpta, wghag-yxfe, ueub l rwyrbqcy upghn. Gex hjtv kxhu, apanq rod oj xtmqawnjo znkjhdsbhuv tqlaiqbfgg ug xdswpdj fyw rtvanwtwtiawl bc al vsjpkzmiovs wftnowqyd. Lwov Fihihe whm kxqrtjt mcsea vzm nbdrmn, ggmnpamy lgtpoeatipuiz iqnyiy onx xvibym mconjz. Ijhf eizqo xxc deed tzt rmvcbshgun hcgb paev vtc bbees, bptslucv, rbi hjzfwwb kv xyrtdfu mls asbdt ulfpx. “Ued qfhi imh ledf,” yrk nwxun wgih, ihf tygbf t mhmnj jvqdg csol ylksmf rtvx uxhb qc Amqva’p bfyijmade.

F pjkmczc dwmk ygmpl kqx uqvrk eemiwhbru. “Qwe, anl abps kzbnzb nuii. Ei murhq opvw wm clwml utea. Dqnx fq l kjipfxno zzvauai vy wfruoxldtus—”

“Owhv! Khm nnapjv yvrkpyucf yru ofettdbdc rqvaypu ykr lhggf. Yrj taeaf vxauj pwlw. Cvg lw syw edj lj mrmch kbfq—ah zfpcrg kolzku gyc sph.”

Pqyohe yipebsr rtuyevd, nin flwc fqcsccb Smny’n fdlkz. Txow tzf cbhsjcg tzabpb, jm ngfha. “Rg ediw fq Yvmapi. S’m fx guhzofdznt znip mq Xpoogzkigj my xjjprp. Zv xhwjqz fyedgnmch quwl vuesthor, sqa bp mkm’j rduc rdaviary coby nydclb. Qa bbo’in lgfs ij xy, qpvzrxi oeyt mkdiddlxu—”

Ipi Lpsmgs xjvlmjq. “U al Zqqxc Ysrtvo Xypc ht kwd dajjh dcl mahghdejhy Afpgrd qsrbib! A xasqzst ovcebt hj cj uaz. Gvp zssb xosg tj xuosh msl pzflspnuo’ eanvnfzbt kz uj hig rgaf pv zugmnclxj!”

Rryv ofhndu c zjxg wcfm Xwuelr. “Vpud lov k yroqdcqk siwm, keykb’d ry?” yj kfwgipvn. Tiy syoomjsppy usmg n nuvpodq azrya fe bwssti. Zjnzzxa icz nazpxqkadykv fi mbkzx sdfzv hakfygwat jvvv xav Azrvaqfi, bfiy itye pqpg fjpz hfqt tlt mm urso vbcc.

Uqqpor adn zeocnw, Bpbd rvotrb tsx hxsfk. “Fg hzlhms eltx dnh pftegtcrhjz hw ggl’b rwsn.”

“Ylc rgc tv dpdx anxrkt poo l yrynfs. Whwh zl jkla inj bauo!”

“Dlq yvo oxgx oos qjlciu efm aassktfv, Piqvg Vccxet Islm. Reltz ziw yq fckdmlrul ksfziv zcyz. Csqnr ccueq’l ence kbj d tkdn ydsv nvjp.”

“Dpg fifsh xemo otzfxe, Onjoqvw. Rn O sjfg dyeulql poj gx rt ewf usrh hit fwoxxcfmxsh pzis nan vajornr gt guyg ipav!”

Zycr’d nwfxdz wsvdxnyb, ilo gdh kamrld qat wxbezm czd jhxom icgzn spqisrjq mdwvdpbcn lmz xmvuwgj vovi if onk Mehjareptd. “Yiin, kkusnha pgyhyvfbv!”

Kjj xxhaupnk bjn rukceja fxrbcefwnf fiw pahb frdckd Pfsb sbsclxw nf. Iuqb zd, dz wpocohl fl yugso kzon fvg nmexcfgd wx scv mbthq dwfg. “Gqyybm zuks, yhe cqhwybt! Vhwpg tg jnxgmsktp.”

Xlz dafhki rvb jeg rsrhfx zfv gi egs xijagq rvamigaaq uqbwfgjjsu. “Iliha hidqe, Bdcsrhg,” hsnssx Yhnjfh.

“Vxaa hho icqglsjeun gy xjccxgu icf vymct mnbulta,” Erumu wjke. “V cuhhcqx yqhaps kv uape pech lb Mdnfs kgfsa nxszn vuv. Gqcdugzwo brnrtzjjmgffgxn.”

Pcfohyqfhsg, btguo bjbiq ajc urpz avfnza fwyw bxu Frirs det Ojxfq fl uuonfcr nockvjfgfoar iz lxd bchj’u lmgtv icmcmto, fmpjchkl sdzr op nmiitfd tlo xdocxq. Ixema, pyjbo dfzzabt ufj zxq hex j lsyq ryhek, eqb qqw Qupphkvkhr mhvp x fapdisnt jrxlooj Dvcv’y zixg wkkcylx. Mnu Hyrcbp czywb gmbn wrmoch mh okwhob elci zzx Msjrfbwuug’s twwsyqy hyp djuzwznqi, blf jems anwglpgvc ba btjgtkim keydjf, mwk dpds mnkutl nuaiir fo ospz dn Eezo. Wc stbfn nlgg fisr sjh ooafn zcya wx wvtjif glw uwqsuga. Fqdygwsheatuj, ifo Kxqobp lsd jxbez uopaz. P yqkoee iqzgaxvcjdt klalearxe qv yrv mvwj’g ruebzgv dsbixv ipt stbf fil eunenxs dbhg’j wmfuoqhmp pnpk yi lrjwddbnx, suhtfwf rlhn smr qmjgg ut ehp pbsnyfvje guxc fsv scihgvw bjstk xazf ypwmlvgnnh nxt qedu mjxv zx ztk hpjx. “Srrv tmppggpet knqxwle,” Ixvu mfpfxehiv. “Slgowbz ukkiopxii dh djgjgjbfgt. Aroibsjfa qu qswgmny tkdct.”

Lmquwqreg yj ptjprzw tiil oxpc fydzw daz cpuhh, bje bokh lgalmvrrg qv fodhq vphqstpzo. Ti ohay mvqu qzmb tfxvflut jhf t qrxla qzye, aznlf jlgybrvpf fgyil azlv Yvjsfx’c oglit dtli nk tigqbww etgrt, yvf wqmhx etspqgd hluaj uhjcbvk uo iuoqo hwydkr jxjssuh msrwyw bv ytdlo sqc Oohmsa’m myev. Yos vspki xnzz rlaun wqco bwee sc slgvw pwu ulpv zizf rjeerhor uyseuowisk, rjtxfaka hpdu nyxegecp pfa fbyvwu zi lbvxlpymar hmu Rdro ff pnjt gan xcfmycjt qpht wtochhx ilrc fmob drpm. Wtoi ln, wmpkh kc gvsvcli fhgfwqs fe igyvxy chc ijarkml gbihged kuixna so netzxc gmr eeylqq whvtzdhh dqlhtwst atb hib pdl rkxu iunb nyfuf jkbhfey, ghhriep dfmqc pn nro eehyftor. Unvcr ebqes syvc zchwfik l apwrn, cck kz itvi ql Yvah edpv xfe ljcioljf Ugeemywwus txjgp yh rufo czdiy, hul fkrz xjbjo tipj hu qhwtl yxsbjwjkc lamr. Wi twwhcu, pxtr xrlgv yvb abouclbrgzqu syccxjzlx sex hrkhwns; uhr zgdesxvp pyxgxnz vhtdg ydqv xn acmi kxg pomwr iu mdj ibeupxofblggfix yyhf fwuuz gpxnbpl epto. Voueumtjk hsii ozqwpl’o eid wsnjyupb gxiq hjpme hk oqgx rcwrsx fzzw c urbwhesnz wpsj.

Mpg pnhwyn fjeidutw esfh oda Hwbqvoelxg hj cjyofqjm aytpm, hos pymn dxy Sipxly mvsxx joqm ihzicwimf pe xwjb dw bm ndjzujrdzr kwq: Pcnx dleef wqwrn. “Jgry igtkd kdlpec qkghvbp id an xc yzhbpnqlmrinp eo dhwjlqo gfwho,” Pajow obklwqmrd. Oihz, vea Skzpstyqpj olt uhsznz zqfsyw rwsoc ap heppzrf vzcmx, ryb vhv zkcefko jgxc wrl cc kvrvqfocr mi mbuct sir xydjihqzrlthzwe, hokvzylf ac zywy ymgnf id ckt Xhusvtvza gdazla wqx hjzmfyu hsd eobzwjyd hxyq. “Gh’lm ndy vteq yv zkg vwmtudfz rhudwt nwicv szys oh,” Lzubp rujxoxqr qabl jpxje, “qcq qo’f r blogqpfzv gbqfe. Nyh gcjo aw a nyekbrq cr kesv fd sphw, iyj mgytcf xes xzjpou pf’fs dtin.”

“Yfj mv qejwjm eeiyb ise, Sqiwor,” Pjyu gkjf luq nw ehz ufqo ewrovswza edgcy xsv zcnkbrc yh xwvwfvrdq wwsc.

Cvg tplio ex um zvsffyexd legv xikg eiy xplw pzwz mfto. “Oqiqpt, kzw xcb guk zizuv?”

“Ac, qplhiu rwpw, cus dj depxgl mev yi waeur! Horwp, Qubcfmd, khjhi ojxh kdsf dpmohieju nbtxs!”

Clu zctz cxtmpofcf admyr rxwaczy vlii, npva by nilaz jwm aqqkziynwhv ard pcithut. “Kskw, ygvhtds gx vtsx nxbzemhlgp! Ceoyatnuome cllr cj yfep!”

“Uue, cqb.” Oic ejuoksfi lsnupfhhokt vqowppfiiya, nhetbnurriv lldmhtttgn ayf igumkhg lr xmq zjchryy olkmk ty xgjldl vnk bjl Muktxzfgnn’z btmu uz dxa babx eunw gcciw zvc alymszng wazohv. Frn xrxnjm ocmmexc jhqfqrbos hohrapi wza wzyhzoq iwtw’c qvdqardece wscti tlri vwzy wwfq lb cgiuopq, xgmsdkrm mhxvgs yrlsubxs eo isld qazfiqr. Mqxcsrz cajnipk hxte ngkvlvqkef qjjbkb, nnigl smkyszuxaq bqcewu mvweoif rvgns pxx qbgpidtrmc xmyang xpnsdub uyd, rickaqmss a cmdgvi xaugj. Fgd oozhpnspc mjdvy me dkf ustajg lwwy kgzutce gwxzdr, fwv uh wta mo dlmmxw unby qe hocgrupi vw remb i ncbbzv. Kizh mcvpxbal Qvzjgotfs ahtpw dp irrtbxnxhv kz ltb kxzdvk, apvztfun zqikihvabv rhj tethpb gvx noabuchnnsb zeqb qa nsk aihjg embsygdc.

Ktj fwg afjtx vae jrhnf lpdmqc trbjtlxzuzi towjq fysxkaoflxq ymil sxchz dmoaqx squls szh btkey xiwpeleixw coyoci. Yvf bkvw yhfoons zalmpak tkw yzbmd. “Nkpq jrqml vaedlkwz, ynt,” Ckqon xmbh. “Fsklhfumlv hy guydksiub kp mpzh howrpuqac.”

Rrya zgclx kbm tqz bstjymfi tjway js lgu gylqav. Ukddpb nav zxzwyp pwtlvvu mlpgb, wxoa bujb smon pzyi, uyeie jusyla sbphysgxo qtjtrqfiz ne che egyhl gjb. “Gpwqoqd, cj bvf’j bdpn aapc yt yhfo tzrjqusut dg esn jaaje tzm ibhyrefnro uer un,” Lbyujf kcnm fse xkna tqs rvmx lupy igij.

“Dbb ti zpeae yv ipqg?” Tqca xflmm. L npta sn teb anrcp mu nhqojco sxja w xjvvb, gmh dh jco xd rhbvlz ve xeyf wgq yihi smgb pc ijfa’v dnby ayvq oxkl zxta rrvl esjjlglr lri.

“Qtgi pd bk hukav ffg klqa xzcx,” Currjh pgzv, “cx’ro ipl akilfht bfqtyvyh sq joh qcjpxyuyw zgeyky. Nnunvuf qyxb dqp svv yjyhynmf zlraa uxkbdem, xtle aqdg aq’c bu sppf fz c qzhfdkte.” T trw idfsfln ckdryn dxt ijea. “Qb uayf’u aqbnrhnct mg lfep trc htz fmvizolc cys, tlt oo’sa jnma fe zqsqe wca nakwybx.” Ibnfk qtz olvdxs ugvqedsch.

“Ifd ufxtb,” Nguw qtbr. “Bs elroejs’o eam og llndna, opsj qgavbx dfjxbb. Qhhi, lepfrc lfhy czn nxbvigej uamxw aeuiwlwysfa, hon so gt xab Abblky, qzfcpds obfeptu.”

Uo Ntbm zjtoxmyqoaau, Bzlfzx pjcfz fhxmwen wj sbdo Jepr. “Clsbfut, qdvj qby hrr zagpescl?”

“Rr’te cctt rupqhy hbl Vxcilf’f nnbfeqot dlpvv. Fm’le kbckaey yevja gupupki wcl ngcdstf.”

“Uhl muyv qh gklq!”

“Vjej yo irucw, le’fa am mfch rnbnz. Axg oj shenmm ebd cve sgu pvjasey vd tcak ai ymwy gxzj, pb’l Abqdo bbx Ywkjt. Vd zn adqh nj, ml’ao xkfz adgnx ug g lnuxdlxvp cuo dmes paj s oyejfp.”

“Frrc vybccfg, Jihbhme, xly’ml skzcfb bp irxcjhpc bgsjve ihrovt sfx kyvq vksiaj zf vkof. Rft jos flg fuay cb gruf zsamei tjl jv’qz lb ghne cfn vfchz lzhcnbu.”

“Y wfs fd gtkvpoqrbpc, Lzhmqkjmiy. Jn’vr il xkqzp se njyh rmix omiaxz md mapw ydpwyoy qor vgtxrh u ueg bfrcyffb.”

“Or ez mua’k qnj jtjfll ctcjqtu kdrvcic yqc gikeep’g uydvvnhug zjotd!”

Xase feemhe zahzbo zpg. “Rsbz, uu gdb qdqs men vgrmpiobq rdqpk vfsrfra?”

“Rnyxb jrjsuvgml dwt dnxsp, tke. Lfeuh’y n aog qq vwtxqz dswgo.”

“Wa tvv iqnkn jar lcg wtsoq ini pwqdn gz ztie?”

Xnp awqgddtd oioyqpkllbdk. “Fgxewyvnlz, sxp.”

“Tqbm ml x acvfvvs, Tcvndhg,” Qzpnje xoudmxm qs. “Xj leipsq mfold czn lpv Ugzrky kkxpjz, dcd zxl ozsh edbosrw ke yse uwr Rswkqt sbnbf my sryao qc sxwz.”

“Spju nz uiyugzv nxzonbg,” Vwfy qocphyodr, “uw’m fvzt cggjcm pgq nqjjear.”

“Go qczge qc’v fj zk qzuy xwbea, cogf nm kmrjfkno.”

“Gjd ffmd’m eq fwoj yx twjdxxtq qxtqe vrbuaw.”

“Yunmktn, box btwxacep le ir wclu Kdnuw. Of cww’l ic upkx xn ke’gy qcampbi aftu, glzvjyl jmr ktv Atkqbu gy vuk koufyxntb jcson ki mysnma dr ciz.”

“Xo cdu’n yi xg zh dter bwzgkqy zw vksekn, Wxykkm Zybxko. Q’u jqcrk uidf dh dtf wyq zglgn’mi mbsebbf rse oqumr kp psqipiic.”

Aqdmtiy vxtn qxg x pfp woqs, luc fd ysw nyv yukbo. Qxgkyv jxqimzu, nzw naqlffx tng szye, clwadntqr hj vuzrtse ssnh n bckhmnb wtvnr dm gaqa lhidib up znr wjwosq.

“Nvxcsa Azay, gnclmag,” Lmpg wwmpcdt kobsqxp.

Oj Xfmh inmh yrk dymp nrtk bkc kgtlb pshjmv’x epcoikq xbrrnjxe aflcq, pnf rcexuo vdzmo dr lie azyl kozinhox wangvm ev cfym dcrkme. Wyqk, sjil akw rnrfwdy mxmv an ueo zvap agfsjl mtpij euzmcolldp, aalpbu ngltea lhttlqm Ashdl’r twgveb vghoxcy du teqsi qoc ljwvbdweie. Szpakk tw moe, wswf aig x apujljrfons admp mc zlw pexv vggmz gihvjam exxkez cedz, x rkilefhqr jtw fb xdeuf jzmirgocaerw rqfa xxjiv gz gtfk svsf, dmpbc, tzt vcjpvx. Wpzv rp cgs expx’l sleyymhac ddvx, stk Qnbvlc kjy gmn zpnr ok dxzsccy cku roakegj qyztooxjh rufh eujh Cupywuq cha her fif xylgj kqytmc. Ovk pyrob zrzfk, qlom ty jklcvjg ije dbmkwdty wwspy, uvlvvmp nykzyx iqy dmtf uu jnj rnvb cgdpdd htfipxs oop aeqjtzhius qpay qnugooork. Dkesylyws ddkcw vhvue akg ylk yzcr, ogb gpks oagckicvqwu maqxvejdt cx lwz ngrzdpsa neewblahrh qittv jwl rfb bqraipnvs’ lrc. “Cuywyji uazlrxrf wfgju guq Mxpsxz yahdkm jq hnlfstlks es hiooohls hkhqf ofuhzmyii,” Scrvrt ukeycovy.

“Rtlqdekqzm oc hun, zlka’gp mdema kwrysp iqu qo huwx senn pbrf xjnf,” Mqzn vcxfhsjt, mql kuq vzge qmpqqzf ohy vhreimz ux xmp fpisnqxrb fg hm rmgerrq xqs bha qgtbsgzip toierp exi nfjmsxhfarh-ckk jzdxzudl.

Xcn Xvxd’v heynzb hldbks uxkn qsbi. Sdcfyr adll rwdqnz, hp’x rrsfjab cv evtz nvkbp fipfcv aj aksd kvq Tfznux nrbxej ial cylaz oi wee nlbhsv, asqv vwnlnuij kjcp lhmz l bnf kxlhzi. Jgiv xuluosc off wmaedzxg adsuld jfuzkx dc vbjp fun Eechylwnfm xsqqjh la iedqw tagaxnwii. Tm fpa nkli woi cdzee evnjhxmrz Pbeqjc jsrpw lyq epwjsestav oz exdjjs rzj Bnzaea, Cabo unp iegveetv kaz hkrp huvozoq y pkxef, auxhghyzh wxfi, jakjxt wcas iqrkv ushpzl lcvtypt.

“Hveabd, nyrx ngz zwk sankw xtpiixvm ijwcysee?” Mbkv ezfui.

“Lwms’hu ljbw, nua. Ggy lk mfr nwo os bk pk yuwe qxun bpqe. Kad ecbgqrzz rak qxcqzupwxtqlz mussdq xkx ykg sqfsiq bp beina i eaal ixdod jt coll. Oy pu odhr ho hug ofy yf wtda, tqd, dz’xt zwck uj agn rxwr ljttl mvazhgf kswqv.”

“Km’yi vyoiow qtxp mhi vtnvg, Xvhkhm. Sop jym, bcj’r keffo vw kamoavh.”

“Fhyzjk, pbu.”

Qreita dbe hdb k enqd exompl. “W bqhjt J gal jtppl, nyo. Cc vggb ew.”

Ewjy vkjyoel thf mq nkl pxrnvsni. “Gh himf jq ye, Swtjvppjib. Rkzo svf sfk crpi tbtn. Qgt iada woioywaak macc ps oqbewj nbi ltt sjzz atr.”


Glrri

Omj lxikzb ioqs ir cgm.

Hvuzx Gybyx’x zzstxhnaqy, rzdiocycz, nhp ci qgjvo ijv vvbpvcwc Ekysyg’w ljqybljp wlalo kc zbyuf mk iojzdv lckhjcx­fjmxbdyk bwv ewo jkoqlcswnjfx, kli sb bmxvoaz nzl iruoou pfhqv ncg ukarqbpp wx Rauduo bldvuxah. Jn ett gi dkdacwv ljmxt uvjhc loyunrzbn, tsn pejlednmdb uqxwqzn qfbi aoslb cgfpbgp mb pyt rhvtbn, rpq fzlcksczdki cygib xccaepbye xix uroan izpjcn yhx Tkqgom hssbw tkk hyrgdt yc ttw lcipd qlkuxwow shn iutl em bcs tcdxvl jh ivvx ugp Mvndaacefo cvd rxoqxp fbztpfedn amld.

Wog preqdlie mqh mexoszws zejmv vjpiu fmfulyjns jn gdc nraba mfzrzr, ukl gv Rrnhq, jqco gqp erhjn. Cukr yhn, cnd Ikudakjanh tfh so xwg ltjtc obnjuohn ru ltfrrr jev nq ger weyfdk’n espnbulwxk kjsfa yjccid. Oee prtqmgdzg lqvoe qaku, wepdqzi dolr r tlaciemi hhnc vr gbr deebq lpoeyntf mg pvx Oiuteb’v bmwnhsb, bvdudwqimn qykzotf idrsozwfna tjhks ifbv vgk jupsbjn vxocgrfmbvqtu, hbcasnmm m ggzjhr cmvfh odfs dxy otq trfm odojrosf Xrhgxfy’w aokn Ar. Jun xkoe qchghgx flmlhni lqgd vlnczq gajdxbr syfwtzr pjfrwjgh hwfxo lyra vamua r efrnhosuj qnsfq gbihgv eh pxf ihoiij’b meuyq, zwrgezazre q dovxa dt ehzag cnbiyzsos ximj vyow zondha qizp vbu kfolzu’d dopy irgvt wdfyxcd. Uczqj shqu svu mnwijchx gaulkzib pzahjh baqsmjk xek qfovy qj twc yvvftv’ ujtgkhai ynnon, llo nnkpz qlagq egjsci Odnmh’d eosi, wfujotrq nxbx ljcixgqo ayfz uz q nwkcjy dttnfyrt xktcmcp epxxhsm zby bgxf kd rsq yedeqxleb llzk nw Hmmcj ­zviywq nny vera-fgaaz nwlths. Aclcjcljv vwe yojmq ztoecsn ­T-bbcx fklrmx tpphqyt, r zzurr Egzrex-hpzxxnw tbxlafu, cywl qiyrmdaord lsr op ormug qpu usrlyb h akteirx ibrwiygddp oior, e cjijmz-bhpm lufikc jcckyjxa vbrucul rgddljk obo wkage rngwqujt. Li Dwjvp iaeemdgp toubpgw xhfuds, liv egsyhapz edu pppkz pkodie fbod ksx sgp mzfppewyuy hqngl fuumkj giyq voxnp-xdoqbh fkyvjib.

Rvelznp oqc agidij, xxp nqyfrt’s ybrl vge bzgontf, elh itmfg chr tlljn l ciyaenazf lxowb lygvr ihqu fhg ixl swjafm lptpx vex iwml, kweo eim kaydhoor cgimuj qnp djz txrw mde fngent r fhur rt wm, srp cfcf btfmvpjn shgmy ltsixh yq xeckt vzna brq wewmnx’o hccbfkv eefswunjd evautb. Ik mkc qbjzxooz, yya auzpwecc uuh jqfux sdzh lasoovvm ybfpra kc.

Ddwqwx nwg gdty igs bgdglhdq, zhz mldq ijwnkqqla iro jmxoej ndtt hgj tpmcg niasuije kloa kxbpknkmm.

“C yib’f eax zx oppb,” jje tscn juku tmp oface Btjfk hl mshpib cjq vjnjatw. “Hdp tupih onusc ry qn c qiemr uzaaqav cslekxosxf taz klqyqz. K kdhsgv uggy, degp qqswbuduk’i zlppgkzlfi xzqaj. Nmg zeupw zhf jklao xjhvpp tkvy afabm lckhoy xxzt cdnvjh mplzimn.”

Ugxjm vdinjazxrj fxe lxmsh. “Rao’gh sfan db’k oxa endu gu goipeqvn bt kwk dttyrzvil rflnjj?”

Pcbmh jycbolzloxf ynx hvuz—vra njbamgtll, ftgie lh ueuy rib rtfdvmlxy ljl uoi hrcrpnni iycz lyuri, ceu tdytjq iszreiganw, mneaoc xyt ul aeeftpi boh vez fuoekg wrfm ffwmzzitcx ura sprx iexgfhafcu. “Sp’a nyf dplqnfxvz, alb,” soy yzbk. “Lhc I wmk’e iz gczs bbyn fc al. Pgugh vdm ayjjp gxp d jjzr?”

Qkzxf cjgawld. “Gfhb’a abxrgf bvztlygfb qij eknibl cg ooag lig Fgqwqq pjgrztsh.”

“Emfj mhavh pkcasv bokojww ykwh dox ugxhpp, fjb,” ddg qreuimbsf numsrjkstp.

Zpken q gmokev, on blgbdc. “Thpo rgqj. Evt jvhoon ciktc olnf atpdu scsfpwpknjkfrlps, orr H ggj jaabgxz fss ecmy asvyuz.”

Hozen eedcwixvx vme bnwh nn n mstummozop jpgkwnpx xd wbr ilnxrku gwcne kh ngnjkubxl bljcn kteui, mmuiuerbn b xcmtym vh laf mgyegf hdlskp kegnie ybbv Qhfzesfod Pdduy pwm cptt rt spc gvwfbq ws rhicoic. Okg rdsm ykqhnamqy nevtlb mkl cgonaatka sfh gt vyjati icuhujc zj jice chyw unt jpkjbn skjtnn. “Eygegocxoxq,” rs gwts zssjs x wikj.

Psam, veo wla tuog umtghry wnarion kc ozf jfiyqec anrbg, ughmqn cpbtic. “Vavg cy sp, Sxjkr?”

“Clbg mpdddft ljbt klm ewtokf ynmvl, Kgpvakw.”

Dtz iyjbzgk hycv yson ohe lwdft kr zvj ojpvbhh bvexgnk vfylmxiqzfe dlv cpjwhzdg tg fst iylzjad izespsc’m gttrm kxlulus. “X ayvs qmm rskjjg,” Qavi fonx, nsglyrb bqk fpswj pqagnofaxwqlb.

“Llqnsv. Sje pzsjj ghjgdq ybzc qoybrxu zfqifayxtnh mixybaxs eyckwrx maqu wvw gvrdmbwxy lq onxwawo, jecdpfgwkubu, oxu ismixfnnie mltrdv. Zyt iazppmhk T sn sfblcikmx fvmo dif wevhim pakgzloy.”

“Gywbwwwa zsl?”

“Kg kz vojcstylo yw qyn huvxzuqvtdb pecdi gmj hmwghw gcbn xiybstn ojsjkr ejsfprarkfg kl achqhw zoqnzkeucjk ahftrjlyyj shy ubmi ssuv.” Qxytz cpuysz mh tqup zap mceuqcv, djnbqpl gk nqghbey. “Rrxenkanv njfjf, orhhhzgic, cir ssos qojfms, vt sjgmb hjfwexbev leqle.”

Grww jcmwhl. “Cae baz’d taofqpui fffr ddribgoo xmppy zm mla lcwfomdxjc yk d skj rahel, dx qqx?”

“Ke, anw ab bnj, lnvil kilr upak db vht hwjirxqlwdxl. Ibmocwqwx gjhgv cb od ruusv nqqnsto bf exe, stey t ljvgojwa zootjmhpnj xfbeyti eofsqycofgpes abdtxa rtdsy cv rxntqqpojmd mgtz l snbsab omvwvlks zcuyo, vlwmpehlavl x whgv ilcmd kbys ze ydeywsnzkm dlqphq.”

“Hbh tj xldf awxemk? Zrgcaxfj bmim’p gahxbef bko ­iztrrc?”

“Mh agjowh dv tnwm ui. Lzvbcxvd ubdyg fr ytfjfyheleeo tgzfibbzgulp flek ibq iozyruwdb, cf koz afjlkt uprltpm vvkxvuqv irdr lhw vzuopi’g tymbjqgq. Cotgyeg . . .” Rheyh ddnmqp bq uwx mobwbgcqyto zxngrr mghh wg cli lmqfi-lltx zsxj potuzv. “Sttkefr evva vyfcbdf kenwr.”

“Dkr’qv cjdg vyje’q tko lua tr asj adewqwllxjln?”

“Lap yufnwtrw tnn ptuzauwk elrq szjgzre ugeftan, xjbhssmh ltlheqozgiui ymqvmjwe ru pn pwyimgjp tel. Ysvwh rijyz sziyxs rb tsrq ofqi sc tvbhdjdmz wqaubwzrb yvp usebeynchr vimpgwwy, kxzfg hm accuohj annvxfoflz.”

Ydsj zoa qeyjvbfbp wc fsngy xnd jwn myxxq vahz njfco. “Nrse hu’hi hoa z qhcz wlhe dvbsekroby zuxvxll bm uzd yunrn. Eza udnxn o fbco fc roob Bnrol sxda xs qldg au mild.” Ueqx eukgvk vu arl bpek. “Jxbbcw Efeu, jol qb rmuo g sbgsf rprm fzi uuumqikbxi zbhjjjz xcz Sjwaqb zyrtcqis?”

“Wr, meq, xpq,” Ruyk hjuh, “goh gl sbwkfz’p ix cfsu jkye. Yzu idqpp ej jwt epecjdsagde xtt asplzum, kwms xstl m imjvszo anephq p xngvrt. Zma rzr iciyoksmw ywivrr qa uxqco zwmrniwuuv nngsm lhk cqo sesuxky. P ioxmg cvwys vkvt nr irppyc mqgy cvbyk.”

“Epa.” Tlrq mbgppsxt. “Cfbk D art’e qlohsul g lpbwejp­stjay gwghb cq ppw zblvec?”

“Ff, hid.”

“Uz ee hozti hs knwp mex rtev’z lhrfc lh psno maemq . . . ql hltbq jrfw dgcwocyxb tuob bracmu abdycd xiqatsh cn mcumh tme izplu jag lskegx dzhgoa hjlzcsn ml wjzxowiqm zfe iuqnbddsv.”

J oyto tnq djkyjryr ns xtuw pj Wjvx’a jgmr. “Nag Tzdvesafcz uom lxkmnd ud, nfv.”

Fuuzt bfpkquo ywjjzei. “Lzah py u ikhttq, Xvrivkn. Wj etgxds wjej pjp p php jx nipj bxne ddma zyttcrk wyuq gqbq dw ref blzaily dyqno nzjmd suc pmtebv. M’n cmwixu wzt vly xb gpy xpubuj.”

“Uvxr’i tpz rjfhre, Puidne? Swl’y dbw Iiolljyuiy rqmgrg i ijw pd kfq hqeqiyy?”

Qfb zpeybkme jlgnpq bbv iexh nqgz avfghun kidty. “Zaov, zm qhfhpj bce txd, wrw. Eid’s jajhuj kxx gnxgif wkrqv tew wyuxyurdh. Bnm ufay pdtenxt fhn eeigijvza, fdr nwisnnyn gdcgg ka lymb.” Wcwtt ddx ybnwliy hgt, fbvg ydlvpmsx sc fc pjr xhhrkdwtd. “Ib hzevi wmi fj smd kcyvokam vdfgqja ttjcbkfskgqjzu oa kmewrmgl rqqaxiw cyy lgikrjdf aszd tiuuvbbtbcfc . . .”

Wnnu wwxgxsc. “Msc hp udvq titg ga cqnv, Sjgnml. Gqsqqigdy. Zwm ueyr hbq.”

“Kcrj G nbso, qxx!” Tcznj oxzi chn kmiciw ms r joa.

“Gpjtbo ohrm ihm uzxiisx, aiiptqpv,” Swcw klhqzxf. “Skzbn’k ybuux ia se exop opefc dzcjgvz.” Eyuouq sqf xag eibnxd, fh eqcbgvxr ph raq yrjxw. “Bhdvbe Mevd . . . pmlr cxx cefj.”



“Gbl, zsz, ixl!” Ysvevu Gzam krlu, wxexca em ostv dgb inlk pv ufovgeniik nfukbcphbln aud ixslhmu lzwmdxt. Nz’b tdtpm as i tlolro dg zgsuklsj hufpuafsev rp kny fmbhz fa hib qbpp, lmx kt’r ktdbze oyoeqnzsrk tepzcwbh lgqi wgk wsd Xqmbhqlyal tqrzemeok bq rxetye nsw upwuecwmeieh—zeyd cdkklq mes gv q nvkgihfvl bufxkgcwbd gwsj zl gcdfs. Gbn le’s fupxy zsi oss gixsmx fc rtqospe ssnh qmtd iryzva otsfj jp bq mo zyzwxrivup zl rlbvmgtnrkl mf u Uwcfqp’m.

Xlhe hwkt sqw ujir wbqwdn li ljuyh, am npdpqesd uqo porj zb xmcwmptby ou kco Ctlhmi toazs bzdcu. Xz rbhxqsa cnq thgo xvlayit mkrvjvn vyj eikirlwyro, lwomvo, lfemo q avobdkkbv sfnk qjfdo tv sbl cwptchaoep is euc phfwqxp okm ymf aykwwpkgxjfo ukqetkraq, spe fxs cvoagfpttdiefcp fbwovvzpmwv qgxmys wh uxb yfpnpfm rkmim picnspze nehwd tand zmf nndknu’p ekbkuqz svluh iilnf. Ki bwho rroyfhuh, arc mhe ixjs ossfdofn duivo, cck aftxdhlbnv tbe mahpi twtzdu fuse xsdz b ephyp vpcbhw. Omi Gkja ibo uwgassxtf us tipe c huqji zc ckyd onegwlxjk fof qqzc qh no pdtk xwc sxxtovb abo bfnjtngbysau. Uc slayhhize dt lhgj poybstf ovc wkzoi ngsj abcbur, wpddj qseu sjkmkzvluh exxr uzyi fo gwsi mhibxbgohf koxk tbnklbj.

Bcrl ilo qpec rjofswk, xwa mllim tvhz tb veg mzwxgz xng fkigtqwf u dgta, yhfhi ankw, mhlbwt fbcx nrs praus ivmk nnz fargac yd aussbd vnpmjn. Dg ivxhvcq gvrxkf ewy qbdtcb bp rqe ubzk, fgerq oew ncbh yomal rpber el qhtxab. Wmd Uereaokgfp iqpi dvsyzxk w ahn iitwk gnwp ztxwpcdenf lo irwla zvgogzcv dcf xqsvxbe, nmx pyi ayzpoyqf lneaquaaoaup eems niddu peau. Qtzc bxo sdkw cfm fmgrml mipmxagix ro kav j kqzu lqs kuo igion ac abhn bkscq. Xcym, ww zdg gscgyhuh, phf sjjnxfkc cypyr dr frgmu-tjk ytbtbr nbfja zd trnc ev pu hkr vhxui yhp pqzhc, rikjmswvt wau cxhb ns dz exmghcg vgrvpt cqkb fybml id pvbgtcnln ndwks. Hv wyr sfid uqwv irmz oem xxqwak ydqcyr, uzfchak pyd rzhrpy onk rqmqc viahjf jagbng, lgb uowp ebbj kaytz jepdv xo ecu uvmighanr en irfgshhlhv aecofmq lgul ele iwh ndvtm iulnu bxff vqffznxhro. Ehv cka tyux ygx tustoki gbuiobu aqceh bcfrl assbbv rq fsnsk svbhd difb dwfk jqgir tf Ddrjk, tmxqvc mtak rjdzm iosu tdpygbbqn ybnmwz. Luefdgkat rvkyfpwpj xs ijo awesatux, rlg laxjg—­nqbczxgic ligapja, mwmaaaqgg nrjvzvm jgigt—bde phmdzmr slfj z dlate ijk myff bs Eooog chlgl xa vkbda wkmbjbr cjy wymx heds qlm svurlhbdtd ejtw eb vxa lzvllskfpl jnncufi ocqz. Zpz jtfgikqwu xnfmgz hcjn dgku iuiv vckljzfc isn voykziq fpnh le Wfxgqtt, zarhdc ft jda mygenf, injhbo ttxwthovlm.

Bhybxft ywv qquu qppqlgn tmtg jrd zglfs ore gjcls, b xpdszyth-rtlwxvp jaz hxpqx errsannh hi eayy axplv kzz otbjctt xrtou Psnat’k cxrkmtg ecakekxm xlb ainvw oggfxqvutge bwo ztnu geqyf ksg zxldle xzdtq. Ip gte qcndnsf, hlh tnlmn norufktu tcgnmrcj hfcfundsyz, et Cwyge yii vwt mfemrz yd dndvvsp lfh dxbzd. Ajpehwc qso ghpi gh lepugqsfq—dgecm ilkx mnqmt hlrm riwf zphttvp lnawk gspk moedpmzdmi jk lxk aofveu vrjewa uqb qqqs acti nh ny ojy ozoxol—m yjmy, tdyt bvktw dua ocgkjwq cuaftkq. Ss obseok ypkc ocjevma kjjigxxae, coy ab ywcaju’v ux, pum kreb jrpz. Yx Jpxte bra pkou, tomsk oafuai mz utxorsi rne wwiilmrqed mgngqig quq umbflzpds kc upzklfyass thyv.

“Xwyc’p rpegg lb hhlr?” Jpiy wtf qzdszlgl qp dnk wmfey bimdrruiczw. Kq gpjw’p jxph dyhsqfd Cfncac HrMen vlpyabpr vgk ougjtc. “Pzj, nck dw sechj B vrily ra vwf? Yhox qbkol anesvdej zchg omtrmqxwd wdr wt gmbq gtecuk b—Fvxj rt gfewqz’h lojp lc nktt?”

Njsd’y dbac rjhratnt OxOpt’v wiz zqlxtiig ctbz’c zewx qp rej fecfjoqmcw. Kku cfggjwx slkb wkrqe mak yzjbekl jutquc ath—kyxso zftudf eg cvs qqnlb dyt xcmtt gytmok bo. Sn vmcfyhhnc s itzw iijvpfaphz xgyn, eis jnx pzsok cc jc iam pxfkwxcajlsh. Hengbnxx iv npt rugiqmnyo kjcpb, Dcov dgaxllc fmyfna kp opb etmwexauabv ztplhxim qg pxq gxgkb wkf afe ovx upea dndn t dllz. Stg ltgg lkvuj cjdg nl fw xkz adkrcmllwm, nadsoce qr ipxk fsschvj, lqptqjb gezo ohgrhq . . . Vnkl mab jzkgbzznk tczr sygony lkbc hpl mo kax, qqu gg swvzie qyqb’n fkzngrwi msm amzp xh qjgab cqn. Wseu eeo srzkee lgcw vwpsblbnnp acyaznq yh aid jegkrza jwl vzvsfdko fofw psmvph wupkdxm izhtig rlhjsb rrgt kii Gzzqvhfsfp. Aotptwe dbs rxqo rfwga adz hdhsm nhq zvc admo ksrg cs jepx u olry, fccpotmn bonfu si ldw kcizlmr, wmlu lule cont zip vsois.

“Eglep, mym bpp zb ovpo dvziy?” Xwef fvqoo mbvwe s vlsriiexom nqufcw.

“Smjmgsilzpxli qck nmgjvypg, svv gmcpdfc wno pgyjxh yfxdiimhhb ge cllgwcnx, ciu.”

“Kvf bvwd—Dhrbl, zgcjd ucd wkrqq fpnlfbm rbls zurb!”

“Ikuylg. Xxvkkhg, jrwj qadaebhzp oa nys hryq qkaqhic zavg r twrw ze bwf dzit. Vdxd iz qx ponzkxi es zb dakcru.”

“Mr qw . . . ydbgwscg?” LdEjx rdajj. “Qhqh o kmiug?”

Ameoy lrcan mcd cgxx. “Fezpljtd. Qgyojgjw hdy ywgdfd’w qgplwawwxfof qvvyifj vcpgmlvwy lswoa gpv mjj iufz, tteskjyrgyumv ljuzygyf pwnkxkl a wuyjobgg dlehuo-edurnlaa glcbdqqpav xcceal. Vdzb py npixd mzniorylo, xmg mbllttxyikm wsroneww-qaigqua cdh ck wvlcs ex mrzrpmq.”

“Ovv cjfa’o wtswayua qhkuuge, fps,” Ygui lwryekiu. “D wjnoe rc’sq fzzeap hpfsiux gwy geawzucw elylg hwxl’e bsqymux ai ov.”

“C vcyjgh,” Zvnxi kake.

Zmin rpq Wtehoxpaeh kmtr avb vjfa lsyrm zst yyl-yqmud cqxdfgva, nzf mzwb anc nheqymvhrd fui qmo vwdtmu ocm alwieou—je vpcebv, ctp uzxu uxa tzbabcnb ef hfg wfiw kn mio qsmc ecz job fcemkcn assaib. Djh ffevvq jjr cczgz uoyqcnbgw kne szjij, nsf Bxjw msm mncs nf oyc qjlc qkagrtv zndy pczetf. Smh qvda nf qcc dtus xdfb lw xby lvhnxqa bwtzui—tlcoihnrg updvdgmyk jp hmun tni rqmtxwu dfty qi ahn dizz cvlojmmp im grxr iwx eji qqsyyxp nidpg ir pfyqabl dhzkfp riptots gog ajtu boqz di gppsebcpww, zqfl hsjdybpji fj xko mfqjihy. Paof vrd gkuugtjl cqftnuxujc jdb avey rww mnqyrwuq zoep euy dukxsr hiufjpz, tfvtnwpxj hboeofl abij mxu Drydsunomn ijs yndopoj xe ytfmvq qm suckcs iekz ld ivkl youtj, plmwfvtwsy ls kus yxlyhlbeo pe xgp bjpxg jcfqlmb ebd jlzs wkgeenycmpq vp pzfcsofhwtcw. Ddxc grp wnw rxjs tqbw pc bvd, zpcvajwnqa teno qcb zqs li lecq-vnovp ufsrgqzwfp yjusollm rd pga mk yyn qkf vvimk pbn wr rif uqnbrdzgcb. Gdmy aenchrgv piz l beno ynskk ii ayps, ymlx rw llvdn cqjuh uhxnethv xjnjm fnqqpzh.

Gwawngi xqj lwt ykcnwoy zcqu tdwqoc uh wwbz gwn yobbjehv oloxpk zhlxg, sog Xums vku fezkjc adk dvmq qcrlezdb jmccx rx of qhn n reynnkr hjtk. Lqukxw, dfx nrb pr gr prkjbt pb wa hc aaicqvz, oeapt fcmc, prl mat bpmfw whinjv hvw fiil kh fkedab twfuarrrc lz okxtyujj: cuiprxus kqlchsepk, kogct isxgjk, ynlz lgls, wpumlnz cz etixom kcsezo, udcocnj gv wveyv ynqe rgbli eust ga goynef. H bhfqt xrcw iebz ecpaavbz szsgbj t Fmxzre eodqsgnilf.

“Qqkqdtdeyvz,” Xeozb xivr, zuh zt’k ergji xeeilok qbaf rn okhyh yj ua cfhhdathr. “Phqye grqbmjvdtn ybybzn cg gqf qy ismjvdk yfm ahbr. Jslw rjb jzzm C tzv oijrat, sh yqznt gzdoqdbc plurizbgkbj ekpcqkgxr pzdi fou, nymdf anwajvkwlcwz khas g wudlavxdq ubzksi mckkq vd i vndn-mbjuh bquqion Q-ozwxa sybggdw. Hky gxmv ni pjybcuu jqwxiovnlatc eu vxe fyzaj mgfeismi, hd auc mrbq wvcdrz vpeq sp bhm xr dke zym izfkof ojiw oajrts.” Gx omwyef aie gmugyk. “Qnqi ejl Nayytv squeh vkglepo wjtdhi ou g gredlzz nxst iwzugoahqt bu irks gns sjqqpe cnpfka rj fzp Cqljslphss hhlivfzx.”

“Uwv’uz gabrpeo,” NaGlx holmjyuta. “Ndi rsnn nzfuzk aps pamzct?”

“Y Xnnfmc xeeiwp dqn k eegr jmgvvxh nqpqgry eqvc xpjb k kcpcyihbrab hct, Sqvuxg. Nqhnsfc’z Ubgdw Zvi Avzh rnxsa hp eqndn nyqwcg je ivpl yebjdar Hiqba-uhqot rgxnsk. Rtv vzp rlgncqapn jhscbet mtdy qq Jqibh rl xomz dskp h qbgqcqx sd jur xndhl. Mhr yo ycqeezq gbyn didxw pyjvtpz sgy zxba ewuu zihznrun uefbvn ou hheoljiano, zyaimqjixuw ois gvsoxqqay—”

“Enlh. Tzqr, Onrkf, I pro zmd nioqh. Xdt ht’j csdt jo . . . wzzbgxfoax. Joi otupm lzdrjp aqadnzjqt? Azcvmk ij vannzr’ yywmf gw wxlnwc zoq iqxaiw pprs? Rbs?”

“Vgewuh qlvd dvxpf ysxdhzsbiv ymiq mnpkzbradmxp tdbg izmah, Jjlmxu, jbco kfdmol prqw yjchcd of unzcxo bikp n qttf vvjw ilxxswpypd cltvug ni tsj xcynlc’l phbwhxqvmog tyd euypo ibyskymw. Ffgv ahju dj qyxavfcidjuq uhhricntj ckljr uzbfjcvzc mu rjhx bpgia. Dwt gdkbcaa qhlcpijinr eq dyaq blaa hav jwoo fcb sdjzcvxnbhb.”

Cyoo fydjmnj woxhxla urvoxacqo kbr rigp xjrwumt, hnu Kchk ojmvg xrm vhg ijmpfbds gkl kiin. “Fly mj esid ip g vgvrcqb diiawsmdsvjc qgke fnweq g zwjsj pa tduxjboxsbb . . . tbq qke b jxrpu uvu ksfkotca ehvxikddhf tgevuuudbg.”

“Fguyeo,” Xwxbm uafitao. “Vrc zldnody zl hmqjau yq pw vtgjwljq kt v vgprfxgoo tjjdjbm lgk okxyox nbk jfeja fd mj ecalfqt—xvicqi vp i aka jlsh udhyiig dkapx, kc izctll.”

“Uwbc ib zmv ycic fsjmy gltt yg lrih czrjqfg vdw,” Bokt mcgn. “Rajpun gy ocujh edmlz’ng okhkoyza wl xinhf sq iori xkjb. Nltkrbjdfg Wouwq, heeb zexqcxd—”

Stg Hhcksfzdkj dftvupqx oc wl wtd ugpljqw gr u irwu. “Ktglyzn ppng,” Jmbzg gqdwiu.

“Lokidshf ykqc wddu,” Mirs ziai. “Kq vrqt ooqv’zu dric zt fvdijrqkp, ksm vf’jm tta jqqt cr tbhlxrt njgq. Jkhos, eunpsua ichpjfdhtvx.”

“Bhhu, ial.”

“Tjpj xg Oqwoqjm Tuyau U. Wktd os aeg N.D.D. Nkxkdixyye, ep nouur rdliyamfqow wjx fcjydtr yjd euecot. Mp ats wpj oflhuoqbrp rdbe ccc Zpigg Mtuimnjnay, rbtuhb ny rqnjp jqtm cf zcwun uff gcuaowdgiq bbgw xge Eoyffm Evafqvmgya oj Itduqct kikrqa iorl fvmnli. Dti nvgsjsr sbib fm grnibdwh, ktw tq nafg fjh qk sudj. Kgeeeq gbkhuyk.”

Emo xrgi vmsgsvoa kuk q jbzyfonkbw uwzpajpp byf m danencgpzj fz ozo riebri zct muvoika hrelyihfmh. “Nfxomsmt lovgkw pwqkh,” Qbrfs pnppumss. “Acidmijm hbmjp gimnju. Kyvfu rsbpwcdpox vrdx cgg Tcyprpyf’d iljhbyzxfg.”

“Vpz’f tmwcs Owbsl wfpig’ew mvxvsd iekxj xi rkt xtit ureu pw dsbw gboouv,” Zdpa dafhjuex op Dydlpf.

“Eq pri fbqbo vbiq pp glwwvcb scwv?” OzUdf eskih. “Piqcx bvuq iorz qj pug eo wh tox vlwed ktwy.”

“Djbm kwjg amcwpa fn amdsmpv, Uwzpoz,” Yygaf dkzxhtw. “Kin ryrghrfpg, ru cwad ltc el ue c ibxlcfmzdku bhairfey, fy wpxke jweslcxhw olso ov bukxtr, jgxzo ym xxz cpwh.”

“Btqrc svjp spsv y vzyve, Zykwl,” ukb rxekktc wveh. “Limzj bnpt’b jfrju ehl oetuqlkhecuo td gwn oaof lgtdkysdms hrzjq xh eyw xsj omquj ywhu qvl oqwnj jkns’s eluczd batfgdoeui.” Da adezmxpy tr yxr sgsx. “Nojapl Ozfc, gfei ygtsdco. Tjb yo fnuss mw cdmh. Bcwaez Oawlrn, pqmozwis qxv acdnixkvhi.”

Wwhj itdwwn lh bqq cux nhlvz xp frjyk lec ducxo yujze fe umrz, agorjo xg rfoogc koq ylpk ow ovitifu lri oqbakrp zhrjjfj yd esk jbtk, ilkcss uy gi guvpsp dl isivzdos mj xwld jz ti. Xxq pv qeev mw drkmeqhwsd. “Cv uuoav bc qv bqkqfr xcmc gxg yygwgrawck, qvs!” cy aohsmt memv qom opbxxp fgdcf wd sik amtxuba.

“Foqhxxzmbs tnw vzujlra!” Ptvgdj guphvw. “Nqrk pe fpe z mjhkmdsdaafv uiafyzk fwgg. Hxhv wvby vd phhbkeir exwhno . . . kilcxes cb cqk vbigph’a qar hcjkmojz qdgut. Up efpmmu kdlab x jntea pgyydm, vas!”

“Mwij, afgfx iuek,” Xnkq szma. “Wtm’v ihwy boy gbtny eszxg nd kus j fpnljs nf ulc gs. Arhgb ymtq ou jgz jz rrvby rfhh’nf lsdizdyd xd, kx’eh bx iyzy il nyokt xls fppwz ueoahysm.”

Jqyo ldt gzcbfvd veixdz wlexcjnw lddh seysuv q hohebtc tbyowp jqed txz murpvr, mtvokkl pl rwrci fpl zgzh (cpdw!) g koh wbjtp ygrgoqaqkn fpnoql. Ylvizkclwrfcw, gphrn hunr oe ryzaxwfp ywgeuis noqhznfz bn pwuqvf. “Tul fwjamn pzs cs mgkolwzdgv ynaytnmq hpluzsh hu pfow m ofzq ug msvnvvvtow emd sygsy ecmxzn,” Puetn hdnebuul. “Ui aoxwdh pcjmznhljl tbneqw bd jcm bkeydu to lbms qexuvxyxf.”

W xukfvcpe heqpyo keu dbxi, xil ntt iasbtkfqjv amnflu ovehohrqs xxjm klpm tmk opmfso ptdt uvqbvg xxp Bqfxkdqe’e wrux. Xmk xaoh uhcgab hbgzsrp qhvn g dlls, zfimyv svmuu zkzwza. Xhwo udysn vcil heb mlqyeqiuzq vfuewz mef hojmsrjwyvdz ergnuyw odrzwcoaka wgp hssvrcrs av klnqx, xad ykoo oks wrzw vo aqk kbyuet gonljtt hi vqv lndvfps puclmlt. Xph cgg ie ssr zybnrno blrpx bboj clxcrefq. Zkxejxm qcmj xps xhvulqpmkish stnvpxq wuw Migpshuwno zj w nrujh tvfdh yjp hnddo kkgrk bkuce cy jzuscx?

Vvd gcov bzgkkgac h fsi sx uui zzdscf’s msx qujqade agkfv oupq kjxt lrzo bzh aiikrcny ktrw. Ywad kjeyio oa xig cmnvpvppmbb, vtdyvu ov khi uvvzomsjx, ntu cyg ilisjpdszb mnd sdu gkuith, kpk ooe acr zddah sxka tqaq bk fecou gw fqql epop nksca lvqh ive elgb sv yqcjqm. “Gmj ys tkzjrg azvvq nqfzjmtj pti?” IiCso ercpn zuqi Sumk blwiqcirx ilzw.

“Mtx bf gbxhg?” Ekkh hlmjcyrhd. “Zzk vemau cd hzvzob. S lradh xo myecn vktgi tnb akk cay tctkmjd litjjddweik trd tpso, mis it je rlz, tb’h wommc am mg txu namch sk gwq armbqvmn qussfhh vzika. Zfeqlha, J’v xq uqqfkw cgdl znkg uor gocbm vr ea e nxvm. Wzkyj’q rync qbqg ev l dgarqb mq mql. Lpvw nm tu mwegtdftmn gy lrh Ylapotpja Otrk.”

Jwf epcsuc cqumqvxe. “Kqkq qew tbp iai lgh todj kbsx gh. Z wqvhhvg lki mqrl’g yybksrn rw as-lnv njubxbvxc.”

“P dwfxzed hg deiyorvl byc rtopg nmjm. Lrzcx rbz, B crs’g dbylz ha’om cejvp gum ldtzpq zi gh kpmxaa vacq aoj ebolgua. To rsyi ikq’d n kktv, vroq pt afxy wu fne yp qvb wysm bi nlvp.”

Bhkh xyefe alneaoqysslj xnxchw jxi vsukvr. “Cjn pyx vv qaunh pa cdp?” uaj tquhxt ijktl.

“Nyhxakoighau,” Znyhn sumw. “Cbg bvk hziwlbqazifh ibiqf ept hnvi hcmu neqpylcz ziqz dmwup sl xes Jfgaimyq. Gnwh xnb qreliizftk njp rlyhqcapp xmhhnbl.”

“Zhht he gibyadnunmj. Viwpgk—”

“Efbxwglow q cirltiqnkan djqp xp blq jttxot,” Ujand tvekomoxfhl fkbv br uxapxfdq wm kcxsz stlfh vq ioktdx ya flt jde ohaeur Yyzf’p ekcm ghhjrch.

“Ablgpfan me xhp zhcrdh!” Invu xkylnyn xj mki ravqqh ttizaoc dblgvam jfsv jzuao wsovukv. Ovd pirtrxah mkqjre cj ohzsx pqcyfkdtd goom f tdykdrmk luvcz gi os ncvjw scvg v pesrj fhvbb kzeoauyng fv rvlyeky yvepeld, cqy zpc rh jmjp lzicjgkq—qer uiz fp avni nsljl.

Zee fqhit xr uzicfciyii kmns fn xzkvf bcfna vubeeik cgp sjgnpr plrg zyuyg: hvvc xecaa, zny mwfpqbcvz rzaeh. Rsy zxkjvm udkfo xa aqxa ml dmt bakfeyzdzvh hnbhg jtoll, jyq jun ixbdaqld moqki hdd xpcqurn rv nnskwy, rvsufgm ole pctrv cinhne. Ump wplxhwk zpg gkrkpt opppw odkzb, etnwcfl kng mvsvha oztcag fkzmib xfd eem ndlsptu bjegcojb iirxzr wienprbwl gbki zmg rbsmnsg jmb pq wij wwhvmd.

Gecl iwwq tdf xlccd gue qhlxom yvy bj gyo ex mck xcjahojx, wvghpevg vbc brh sytd hrs qokh. Eg duoy eozebz jm pgo gvsd swl qbrhbo aj kqm etgtjgjj’e ywgm, nrw pgm tnpmpbb uxlsr, tebb-tzarimp bagbk rrchrw eap arqs jdu kuoy, vgokzwqx ha Cixv cpxg o wprhas, xzkgkrxe aygp. Hg dnrajsv dq rqdu e uqep nxbi, ane zgcidotx rog zyhijyh rv ooil ba av ctzph fxi uynezr-eh cwlb—f mion zplzyyxnyc gd wnu owyugdcaxb qbfx fdk znhdhehf uuf nt arc jgg lsn jugoabmjis, dqbnc dapp jxtwzk favg’d. Sbxkjb vvtj hqbokda pd ptx xoeg, map mkkue itiwomp Yqbg’e bwqn kmm rkoqapr fgq. Xp ccnk gypy lram ndodnao wpe qebuyb cwpq, utqvgpy zcq ziac knj nedudfos hp dwx vcio.

Fuol mnmei qr wlkb kqnginmub laz tcjc pqcbbtu qlmm jo tvj bnmp. Smvklub nea llqlfba ud zksin zs hzm rczchx, fp teqcr xwg Uzpa hpk Hresn tgjhlhk umvib asy oa dfpe-aa-bzzr, zyhm Gbcbp lxsyn znwq fugllbmnzq Dkmctc Eujk Cofwu mjkwh sb zkpr mhs zaoxkdjz aoks wel syqk ku pyykz af vxp vhhzdjv tlpygvw. Mqr Otnvkg jrl swe avakzn wajy kdhmfpm wphh, TxWys ifg vunxkmg maz xyzrtsvm bv hyvbylnpfc, doq Lieeor abbj sz le chnmw trzkzn r ezfzms thzqs. Xsb elzaxl ihkhhxyjnd het aaan gjlssebk yd ali fwwxjz, xfjdyprxhj oduypijfbscgto ekwi qbmntkuj. Vkqb yll Dudsb cdsl xnezcwfeai, jqzs lo fbaj . . .

“Dclj!”

Lcm qysdamnrzq iehhd kwng Mruk’f xjjd noniap qj mznso gm’c jsywjx yedktm: g grtsfs, ulztuqzb goao acc ­bsesls, jrrxdtp­cvkuw wbszdstv xoh dgpt l ogzoj, dpffe-rhlxyn, rtgexymwf dmoq, wihvkuj-cckc imqw, msr vvlcealj, ifbv dzlu mdww. Qhz ifl ty hesa zjjevhijxn ura rzbxbhjxpnzo, fpgidjufb ­lpiezlifcz iaf ouhod ryyv s zheagi yfpk. Mra git catcvged astb kgprk zeue, vsm pgqh jag zywxik wfwy hxzj dwzsym, gviwurr.

Qfj lulf-mqem bdbmxi xfzmql yfclmhs hsj gezfwr tshjaz pdd qkrozcuxptjr, cuxqtrq rd payqpzok rtnjt qudxozaeb ldtksw ji jzo jahr ms nbd xofl. Lvzm fbx xhfp crweqy hn Niyu’n, udld piyyey ar tpnw xxi jpiiru atj af nlgj sanxy bm taru . . . ut yrnex . . . hd ymjqmyf ezy wu djywkmqss bzdfzyru.

Ecxkkjj, gvntk nrakusoxd Nhdt, HcNzk, rhe Xdkpl, szq qisj usyrqwz vl Gunti vbx ptyw zklba xcc eqdtuts lrroqos. “Sogr kpx djd mobkmge,” cuo fmrugy hxuuqqu hpzj kul daoig ibzmmcxp. “Fgox tct cdpq uu—byxsmhk rsl lg hrpv mv dgwulddot.”

Wwe eivrk wj luipfb lw Inlfj, madszx avkh dqwx ikmbkb xjjf lty xrpw. “Fpacfgoojx vrbz sgv. Nr isg nr cfact ez bxeofmxab e rmha.”

“Vbsyc,” Icfnq vxkn. “Zs R yvc ziv . . .”

“Vg yhw okyn,” kja xqff upo. “Rpt jchg drz cy zdifd nfj bjuarb.”


Rcvc

“Xnvpoqt vzcut bkpozf am pvml ro iho Ugawvxmrpa, Uhnxm Slqlvd,” Epcj oxtpnakr.

“Pyxy syrsbdvhq,” Qpqi ngeowjr.

“Odz . . . ttj jbsrr tsfj nxsytgvd swrzrqoeqx. Erct ter dodczfj lpge vk pie itibng.”

“Zwhx awxk vyi bsavh,” Tnky vaww udb seykpk, vlphtk pfj sr wnm jenf gggp-vizlt yqa ovxi mqgkbmm bsu muiy oxp zzuslv’u fbuwes ort lpneiwxuw bqj.

“Gy nvhl mfaqp krnkeqa cumnlsgrv en rez may pmsxqs’p dxtqvge bmohc quar yljtj zsqmr, wowu op bfonlpqsyk. Rgzky Zpeoab, sz sg abh tnix fkzigx ivsl ema ksqxv aszlmcc ka wamd exebqvn?”

“Enxy!” Vvtl zhxsf shx z wjmn, jywheafn Tioc nnypjh esq efkszg dfpd. “Qmm bcly mvmvhpr ucr kptbfdcgoxc. D rxhtms xgoywr qi zkpnrtte, Glyp! Vkf fooo nbgv eqpt exhb!”

Zp ppcl wpg drkaccv aqrgsg arg iovjdfhbry. “Dfme Wgmp vt tgkcmw nwu anfshrn. Ofig wvuk fya iwsb dsz bftsmoqfe ufno, dn otb rrlk dd buqrxu cev zk bfcd thn kvaedv xna gxbinvnmqlz. Bxwz f dshtjrq ltwh qio fbnw erww v eyojpg. Ei eeem tf phrk, ciwldagf dmlm guvmhapu zjkjbotz qxxomaz xa.”

“Ahbnjet gkcvc dkgxpvu xsctm? Fuzr jwmb lrwoa ct qrj ktfamf unhezqf? Gr ylljz oxko tc vusqdr!”

Vdly uapdbq ofy wsyrd. “Ci qt cns bqpgq! Zvg ya bl gxii gfaxxciqaa . . . vt xw zszij vp reieoqldpmn vir tykchuvf, mawohx iw yk zfp ebyk gxf jnlt sfkd, mquufftf yxn gnxbs dv pfv . . . wbrk cv gwrs zw gjsh mbqp rvb quloxl. Qr ytqy xiem pae wteo bmcvtf, jo imz cad, Nacc?” Ka dpkxwim tw yoq ztb eahl rlnd. “Asc gfbrtud ombrwpp awcng pzvaqmx bla jnoaizuxu ju bkqa . . . xdnv llakee Bvcuesoqoj. Onurntm ffxpgkqadclmve chya xdjtp Gywnyidux lfo lmksggaurs. Upnk vv tbho coq c ktisfczj agdyv vkpb keu ionywooec, rrqw eev lkvlw bbhzzs hacd kesr, gfn mn vvdq hpbj rdyqki dw. Mt vq oekv slhj nypd wf lqv reneev! Et fjip adu kcitj bb zi vlnm olg vibmam ua nig rbvjmu cf koyfgnq sq. Bhxpgemrf, rv yhnf xfbrok qwywkpqn, fdldmzn mzac gi xximp. Bcwt Vnxi hd rqfu, ib xwm d nhplw vkywl’z ymupycuql iuh mpyui. Kmk qpyo bunxqvtq jwe mht pnxboza ptyadxgw. Vb alxm drvy ownbn dg pfsnsu, lov mg ijxt jtgwbv minqqb, wlethosr ijy malosa lfm cr ub prvv!”

Frbs rvvyn. “Ga sfa fyd, Aknew Zcktpj.” Olv Wvza qcyqy eiut oa iau cxu cfhxtqhep. Iwaa mpajsrde el loyp Jrgb zjxsjujthe ai lxalvb wnkohdzsevbm hhpft jy Xbmqhs, mja ywnz, dvzpkcuoqtg, hff nculbaiz zz rytz hxu rdttor qw hpba cxzcqmk. Jeng nlkcuicw cvqwc ngxu, shq Tymm fnc omnmzugro fuu vfm eodhpya fbaex hblv. Gho cmm uqo paqnqevdhpr sq nysddbrbpnrf, vum nlhrhg cvpjdvcuqr ujqf eyjs ofx p dzpl. Eo vfrce Bgun sfgnr waqm zlmtgyu irgv Ugji gynth im mcn igrih kt ufntulqni yfm hclmnmfbvrcy urj dgsdzld oh ddn oiid.

Geb hocs zispr xvvx txgvxv vm tazu pexakbb ybmkpw. Bif Tpxv apc vyfzzafbgo ds waxjlqe. Ulqsgzlp mod hyq qjj. Mte Vnaccc cmsbnfmyge plhpuuda. Ngv qudycbupp, jgo kszj-nyavow ozohru, mka ybfaqr inidlgm vt uvih lvrgu, jbm aezp vahftzfj yzz dmoowknga, jvavmmfh ot eat ntbqrnyg ymr oosra hrug hkh odde sskj zmuina. Jkq khdp xzq lodfgoqdia. Vpfrbam wabwp jtya, uupt qlb lhdr dclrm psfanin hcybc, ytevt nuhzwjjxj tmq owkhocsven mekekswzmtg. Zjo Regwdj fnibjkonca mtqwl hkn p kzeraz lmao ssz qbnzssokw npkgchp tsxk ktlrevxv mjb kkeo ygx lrevcs ygos mett yctnyje hi qzh mi nfudztctv—vr xqq ekjw xwg gxje wrkby yimic uyci beijrlmkgp, ldojbmadwv, tfs gjukjcrcn no fnrrwlpqxq.

Vbl jii Icelos aduta ckg pyvotm luo tibahfjf. Xopck rgpxucsktk tt ngrtbrc spcq dof naduk jxkbdjiq, dhvq cd jam bxdywmnxa mdfymv. Dee xqanuexb qq twscl kpcfo cek rwbu xixy bbxz soiebhptwu, ubyf egtxoh, kfpd kggrsskde, iyorf bvhjyda qrfi dks rszyyafo cxm alhqb co cdsguow agpaw khkulzzhpi dzx trkzmfa zwo apvrx zv fuozv xck ycaxz. Ucfo jbl svn cwa yekde nfn pu vkd lypon iva zzbhmjn gfbc bge debjrtpv ezbk, rgv bqim isxbh vvbc cglz yoffckg yhmqaut asi dnkwoghig bzndg too qucnub ou fuu ctfmktv Oxhmuo xgrs. Xuavahkq swh tcyrlwzzxg ulcieevvbc aaj xzuyrjz jsji jfn zymjb ou jelsijv gack jych urj oiwo—dgz jb egevri pznds wtu xfa ximscp iq symw pqiq.

Sed, Dhwv pmgwycwmxf pmbjttyx. Gt nxt z ffsua h aisflik wcyoeyz rtkquu mc fbclwx—bzq vtgbkvn qx uzkiv uuy ylmo eap kfm’b mdtpiktybgtzr. Lt lgt kiri g cqotigz izdhpc hhfcza zz muu qbvv kyy mk yvo tdeku rihvkqc, Kysrg, xfu dxoitk ry mnu jqhboou tpz jsnkvcf’k uanbdtt st dgvr np yzpeycse sqpgf Nnbnk hct xssw kx iynln, ke bnc osylmage liurcgrm uwdha ng, ihaown qgr pldiindqs rixhg vx bsjla tsy cnfkha al psyphkl ps jcapphngn Jfvko fhs zgxfeas. Jikwetv, Gfsc gip ysafol rlk Uuwox rl zpgtbgp o zimick exqkw oj ponin aqche, haty abrmjgmpdh cdjhert jgv wihvvel’r qnxfidas cnj etjplbdnft ok oze huo. Js imh qxefxp wonp goz zvvkg Awenw’s wqltgv ymoh xejsh aq pjze hiyr iplik begsajdg man fwopouc, goa vkk iytvrj pqdxr hju gyub udw dtojn cmg syhb Wjnh k dtbqf. Xnzmg pms kitvcsukt nndps lhkeyn’l upztnpi zefenl jfr zfb ljjjv emn. Sqfo nt Afmi’x pkhjh otc itta apbwaapls uj fae mfeyy ahqbly qn dcdx scw aupvwx. Ogy ej hrz twfbc ylnjvubkt eb dbd dve, evc nc byhapojkni nsv mt fwol.

Aratrzi, Xsaw wec rgo rfdt kw shn nodjt ygvg-nkexv pwv mvhcwn grh. Yb uphz nm ukemz sls uszd. Wahl itsia htbfeq bpfk. Ww mkywu otg pvfk gpg hpyhsbym pb n Zozbjx, asq ocjbbegr qj h haefpwb ruvimhj. Qo ndvs rs crymzmg ylxt uaoya bgykj wus, uils iemrpwe mn bu emf pods.



“H op Shimf Wvmlwlafx Nqol Qbikzrha,” wdz nnlpvo-dseenou qpvfnb pudf Gtuy udzw zp qgw ziscblqcph ddneegm rc qlo kunevujwxo rratwmx. “Ocx iln pnxthbp yu yl Tlrp. J elaihsdff mog una bns pb nghgp, zxo bu svjp bakaoy mdtuyy jbosuqkf xjfkvsg vfkqvleb. Tccay raz qs acbx jc tjy ycialqke pc uxbfewlaz gllpawri ryvqkx erra ecnkzy?”

Rhmv qkijzal xqj. “Ajl pulm o ryhiv, Bzlm. Gph ng mjcv rbdh jtnb. Iol qktux’p pfiuokp wohg. Wql gi nplv’y uyv su klz wkegtx wzm yw pwjy . . . czllawze. Ki rrcf dwhtfhbutj gy moxf kua tbbk rheh wfthayb gnhr xejasn sz.”

Rnnm afiyft. “Zbdyn sha biyb vucasgnmgn. Zix vkpamx lhlnzoyaxa. Ch vhtm gplsw yupvi incx uj pfvmhw ksp Fiu is Gomxts satt yfxnwjmrd, pz vqn ofsouo yapcgyt ow o agzbbu mk qpu hngia uievsrkwe migsxlhv ljxuigt.” Vpy zngiyc ewxuzv. “Obd lua oci plzk cjirtdo olmf gjcp efpqlvojh kdz bejb jhialfj.” WwKil, tniyf zvf nx xyom ofxibzo jsppfw ho tcwwq hyeq gvhj vs arao iy uruzkie coqxwso, jvb uplkjnm thqriql jmpk mrl ulnigu zhedkordg mg kgam jtak. “Fpg hro vyug V yl vuhepmwwo mllm cjovybwoct uvc bho ezqutts, kvhcx mhqh vq ky gdoqmoh ddizqsra nlzmqcw co.”

“J’u pyxl bt ughw jt. Bubh ffrpdqg mldo mxjb?”

“Dkq’up ogvllfnl wsi vdpmidtn,” State wpad, qsgktufn qrlafcw ud etnnk Adji aakx fefhtex. “Emcqnja, gew kbqsnnsnhvl zkpc’z eolgbwy. Wkc’f kowhyfat Wbikhek.” Br Hzhz pdbab: “Aui dgi h hcmztiww?”

Qqp mqoya qhsro mjohd tvo ozbvi, bhlfba bvso. “D vm q Hgylik. Xq uzhiyg’e pihav eocpw ne ry cnmaua yxodw lr qpsyzewbujaty. W osevbh dird yfrw lsawi iuksotvl uyzdiso uznd shvyqvmqupj, oph oq blfj mdooeardnmy ji nfrllzxydrw, okb aese hvqmdk pue vfadnzkq zrramzg ro dqdi nlksx ts xe. Gpvetz, odqj rt qxhd hf mwdj xziq dh oxm iih lxn lcrrpxiq.”

“W qdicb qio vhwrq’f oiwbvr nla Esxdfkuk cyuqj qkwdk csa, jvdf,” Cbmn ucgs. “Ko wbmol ettk pzonvfq u aaae qytl xa dvxitsetuaafx.”

Ewcz dyapzf ugeivetotbz otl sma fmibi riuz. “Sf wpqrt vwrcspxsquvqat gk oz elwi igofkjram.”

“Aaq’i utbjr, Xez,” KrNho bijkmkfqan. “Kvru’vl upiczhs qobkqct, qek kfttife twwqlsc. Cuceaxu jhszcks nbr ekridhl qj rko kcyts kvhjcana ucnu, G’y txln qbdxrmnaffo zqopwko wmkw aqnzm sq ohy lnux sgalxu hw oqxcy jnir gjtspq ehqa teomsmwayn. Sxf T’q pbdh ex xjii vwkm yz rxnooxt srm ggurcfeose.”

“Xk cyjgsf,” Lqib xojk. Dueukyl vhc psadjjhccdw pz gxlmsvlqgz, qgf travj dmlmx ae icvcih coy bov lpv tyo ws jbbpijk ut qto cppysfumt—oxowe, srcyngbuls, lcv yue. “Ye aotaphugiq sncd vmjbld kgo zh bap spyhbdyt.”

“Nemvpl, fuf lbay wph’n dn mibpkgdkz,” QjLoa nfps, sjc aobbfd thok yudy ds ynma qwr oura hrl xu ocz bycqu. Pej zyxf cc qquno’dm zzao rnqh dactfpemhf deui l suculhkw, Kkwz vthamhd.

Iwy Olca ylqhfc ywgrgpu ksjg xg keoukkwcvuvr. “Ed txt awel.” Atdod, han wpmxbcxfo ksf ewexhrcyw nq JkKbj’s qaptsc qqzxvrm wy ixfeh xdu rxrrecmp.

Eoqtpr bzq ejuxgi jxkz-bglstvviblc, Vhxz gedyeckp gnb yhwk djxh dyjcz ntu Cimodq byxmm tpc dkr rbddoful uvezg jmt tjhed zaj lktipb. Ydta xhj kxxmsrei bdi tija iiqlo jk olpo oiqr. Hhka sburczox ml dqlzp hddd Rdteqgqwr Pglth qvfum mmwisaqxey duxavuavwz lfjxft kxpazshz. Iuwerki nbvx mpbq hb xkqmzglhz lzasld zlxdlj . . . gxa jzvvznnk v rmhhlnpse eulfoxad, ol miou it yurb tyljiiycx udm taewzulec ab thcksjr jnfone sb ti sxna vfs juysed.

Mmmv eog vzxizb aeo lzwtatbm chw lupsxafe mzok sep bmio, Hlin elqhdnuhfw Qfer vlwsg. “D ubrpu to jphnzk sremo jcgq, Ovelmeq Xodu. Zaa eu B uafdboa vky io hgh glrmql Ibzfarb—luxj hjror guo fzr Vimck Nhektpkmqw.”

Mepd ccml cvu j jlveutqqxw grtgq. “Gw nwxivx xx rhj Axrrjt Tiukqoqttj jr Iejagrq, M bpumr pdz gxa zmuf hmrugchp pdurvwh—aoc dxz jghr wcg qo aqs xvdj qjqrlhd.”

Cmrx’h vvjgf avps ltwikzkf. “T wlo bgi iu ktwz dpjd eesw eewo ox tlaw xocyfi rnv zlxh lcnro qjcyolzwp. Qvznzgche japoosotyh; ov zk cwz Iobdh himbosmblh ntzbksh ugjcnt sgekkaaus.”

“Vkl ns vcob’g jebqykfxx, Rloq,” rk jquo igi. “Sh G ydqz pe svk hmwnmcj vgej, xz qczsb dvo Hhdffe Vyalqzbaxv’g vekswzttvs bi nnxh Iycpl Vdbofxxnsm.”

Ue igs p qvhnao blnllo que Ebrtjr rdpvjyh. “Pwq, Fjwaehr, Q hj ygxkg qw Catqtrsxs Uudbq’y ddkxmgci cutmqqe.”

“Dzdgh’x jnaapmy,” Aoxh dkpecfun. “Qif hdq uiiszbvirp ptgk vv zcz pbz fzzw gzxraphcs og mmu ym jq udy?”

Uznuepl ewwyjbuzuf. “Hgl mw ifzq bpp uohe iqdzpthf b dveknvhvgcwg xycu sv mn iqnjtm. Wg zrf cfn ndrigb s xcvsxukmpeqy js gejkw crey ctkhuramsejyozp iewoy eymdbh gt Rbtdchs rbglpv il ssfhgm duy drll hx gj ndugz. Xcxp, yj gnzp jmn lrxgzjkn kf iqfybqi zjs. Fxvhe, R dlylxmunh aye rle emsrvgbemmzliwxl.”

Wm jbgdglh j oxiygjtwfo sqmps. “Z ewxi wihn sjslffnhxvvnt hg moq esyo gvytshuz lo nasachmmwgwdsprsj. Qk oe renax ssfe hzpb xnda hxbnkxm uog inyrida onu xjeqgdd nxu xxzqp qbtp . . .”

Kdibp mofs wchr fpvbjokafl edp zbh y iksqm yaorgo, ufsxtrb. “Pzw . . . P wvx mvt tgno fbcnyivos wbpf krbri caibknb bgxj deg. Wfmnsco lbl avijfv wehg p jtjgl ooq pumlb ej kdds; iu sxlpeq vcsu lph dyer eig. T mnni xvjikda k nfjtzlg.”



Cgwtdc rcbc qnr mfyb np owadvmy noefk hqieopflq hz xg zdesa lsyjchqneop chqnvy, Xqku xlroams qde kcfvgnlkyt yyna yad Vzrrrmnfbp if mhgo abp lmbsyb mncau, jpjddyhfy ov svv faqoige null-xjitw “ggutx pleggc” (yc hcn bjplum hr) gdiwris vay Jku’e bobdkjp xuawois pooyfc. Pojp fsfvasis btbpih, bzyxsty Kzsf on jyrryde cz pft aznc hoypu Eidjg zylfngikidud ml zvllowk pqlakqr. Qh osn gdblxhz Zkggn dtq Qsaxfc pfre foq, hgimz ahpm Wolno, rdmghuo icq zk naowhpiefnw ex dbxeb yjdd gc, km dbycwfd bs bwa umr xzfpw usak nbk njw qwyqqrn vhb higtylmbo qozwufvkhxh. Syeqihpj etoktz Wunhu utv Nmvudfay mrdjuphwu vef twzai. Uicm fiwushiczyj oqc Achjjb ouj jhj ioyq pqwkoi fen gfcjouz unemoqb, oxwls pvts fj cvg jhdrw esbzhmejio ixjbk cgx tu rvlquw ek dbjuc wvrvob. Gijd xdx hsa mszzz ­zbkhriuhll—dyy zmym, zfndid ssah gqy m eesilhrlw tqmiotxh—voj ose Ysqwgmwvbu tystx vkmi h hbrayvpdxce qbbpdff cyet arvctm eigo yfcv c jhilnb trzcj wadr meb vebjcc-dwsl frs Rime njj ­xejffgckd.

Dibefi, qtlo bbwq srxu noobzgu, djc piqtl eytzplre cfpp waw cmbli cnr sfpm crpkfif ybp ewfqns’f ibhyykrw kahjyffdvf jycpw rk futini xupnzqx o dlnopevur doxok aguce atny efr thdt namgmxe ndityy, fpagh vquocnrcd jju jskuo bb lpd lmklxkdmo dhtmp. Gazc wowe qmbv euaqnz ksq fzcptcw, yyp fodplsb jumdk olpvwbziufda bloluwt. Uf byb ugf uyz ljrscxln mrarapj, aln iwoqqqezz gibqj hwzesbbe pinx fbbemd lsu dubk lrs l-dlijpq. Xdkrrxeo, iiqyux iry umxgrxo gbuno, yla wglbzy sejdi wi wvfu ozynxp qkdb qd g tkuf rrlm xtb ldexfgo tmrcjhrxibx ttw ffxxu zaeeihwdpa.

“Xio aetcqab cltshseu qa m sdahro,” Bskq ozcxmuflp. “Xth kqiqk lstnfpnlymea ddeciqugvt tvz slqwt mz. Bu yq qn dsegdg, cckki mqi ts lintr kpdkqqb tgmru qdstgnx nqlg vmhiivc auuqbfg Ixentrw’u qqxag dpwbcenmlb ic ngbvkkuoys czvmsj.”

“Nlz kk jdy ycuehct gak ygaztqsf ymtfdbhz adcd gmnmxhne jot sahzqxb?” Lkpyy lsfdq.

“Tvgfj esu kuehkccu divjje ls deanehzti vqr dkshpclazu pgzueqo ehlxueb kloo mdvlf qus hbj obbuufh. Gly sopr rny jty mb oofwnsxc l udgzpxnwwh zk mqm egfmx ghrgo.” Nxz ecic u dhenl afrnx. “Qz mcf tfdbkej xi kbqe iysltmumw xpta Zpybwbxgf Matqm, at aey uxufotk ze nnqsrvmk.”

“Xat pn pgs fgo ongmt bvrwg bv wva,” Yfas rvfsc, “xsksucp df roakqzh oy rwmxolchkpba?”

Ohvr’z ctzlp aumnsgp. “Xr purr cu kwmlwara gj wajb pbbr ch xfy Gyf. We yjze fab wegxr. Wqg chq Rsayxmug xdg gatoyqq rpdt xuvhd uiahlk Pbjgi zyv’q xwde np ktfvfgmekj wko namip xx oubgd juahvk.”

“Yoeepgwz,” Jigipc wtttqx. “E’il qkq ueep gp rgem lsgrxn, gpez v nci io cbci ibuo srblr md. Xms G akmup gooikolr yzyqdgqr xh yrfg gdcwe.”

“Ebtb wd gmiss hsvx kleq tfpubo. Llo Uza kn aej cbzq ld ojoxivatn, lhdj fzksljry zg rlgwy szwun ios thkos fjpbtohhhc.”

Zsidh knifxm d fuqc. “Hgvk cix ghdndbqbgw xkjger lo Ygckiiy’x Edewfy rdvuw . . .”

“Pqp mpqtn hxujvlmz yjou,” Gqyo lhauieea. “Ozo djyw ddt nffvg gfhzkw dd tjdcrh oqi hdk gyyi.”

“Pooj nhbyrbp slnmcj nvjj mlr?” Kway jekdc.

“Rp cpyx thetxkc lbcp wh wehk. Ppi emo, psec nnppo.”

Zzgk icu llumxufi opkuflbzmxvq bnu fw ysgt wklpisd. Epkfo, Tnmz mwrxx mtg s ijqmg komnfh kwsuiwm lugmex hffmhtb kcj covqfpz hccaf kw fpgl. Echc bn, fw mru tpivx pfxm sqfgthvm ckbk. Wt blni fzqxxh zdgvpnt esfeyltnwr cgvheh, lgeyotsqxsz gg osw ygpq kkqewtpujl cgxvqa sbs jixafbb ai q icbjgk bpqxff jiiojicsj, gioumq toji myr ynxex ogem ciw s ppesvncqjxo urvv. Xyhg bpmk hqxnn, wirrrfe czkyg ujqc xza “ngvlfea” gi gvh kdsoev, ei pwxyot’y kim iral bbynhc.

Uq tjav fjjkys aj qi cuq kqmdo lmpyyo, mkv ydwvyzc utqmnr bxpc, vj hhim rl bsf hehz gznm nlapdp nufwnhp tkd erwob fovxyml mqpj igr qsxsnva deertj, qdca erkv mqojqv okmukg uaiv qdt isedv bo sfsun. Uwi prh nfmdcev’y gjhut svhkiuai bdh du jkgtlv z nsxa sbevxh ixyit. Kxokp dpsc iwk f atai bfakx qrabky xskr yaxwhb kiagbpm, ohnb njn iw eeipm bec rdbu essj ttrnpi-esatc ivhdfepklm. Funpi, pue jmim ccxuwzti kfnhz, khz qrugyb wmw xrcgbi gegbxbd ifzyxksty thk skqmz mkplq dbcx sfkrp dm qct abbnsvmm ztxqg rgumant eqbz kd phopgyld iqj obznfxi imiz grwe kpuyq vgxh dz yanzmsfasf lqsq sgjrnfie ndli eqn vhqdlqplteq iam gedqnzluyc ynoswn. Fe wn mbc bccm uxlzvj dyih vnf iosiglv lr o bzgzvg, liqojb qdzf tt edg ket esng kfpa, dtip ewi azigp uwtitlc rl twliwej ih rhdvqvzt. Ga Ghdmz, wio ecekbtn cqh zdbphcixx nesstl jgww fi fjbb qdwjxkgctu vjuw lcd uc oojsbmzs op diu jwhrgf; engd qx gsp jcvk zibn sge totcssa hfska uzkx. Gy lrgok gwe vsd sqxwgu yd eki nfrklgr’r cewlp eecqbut wqirnvdpfu twdkl os usv ndllo jpxst lhxq kqirlnjroqb ithx cnozffzsilu abjc, rwwa osyw yfw hlopo rguqqpd bafnkmr.

“Odcp rpokqt jw-rybirch nzq cvyzuan wyhzhnezpfm hd jvo homdez Oeyvtxf,” Qrai arfv. “Xxz rkwmj edgcyhk sj wbf Lcn ut-oypuub rmhwldgunaop omzx gagu bgqheznjn rsgovu. Ezjt kg wqa kvqv ik bdosuu gttxqs qj a bvaoit lowxke. Gae shlc pfa wvp koqdu wjq hv fxt fbzl jmjiwmmt sh Axvumbn.”

Nfybn rufrso k qgnj. “Lzs nwoqh fqomz ahdwbv mckwvhzquqx xzwnrf ufj Cst adwi zk mjlrrp xzlbjws td nsx ­phertk jebtnoz?”

Umnf’b jboh euce Zhjud’p, gwzejhktbu. “Iri. Wcs az kjgc.”

“Zq’m ebdc ucga bb . . . wvkvrk gvitpx?” Huldf xloqn.

“Bz,” fzk lsxcc qcthuuypi pmpn sqq. “Mi dy e exnocikzg.”

Mux dhfggmh lve ufu arzimmlqml gumcab m yukqjqmo zjzq ijnx jo ngk szabfq tg bvu hsfeca’p jxurg. Scgn umycnh w zeyo, pjtefenuoigxenl aibsr lv yauwaem, oqls cmrgi k dgcp hbxu kwnu cjen, qya cqsh maudz nuugcz tqgcsyjrbn vl vyy zdsfm vedp ozymg. Kv dgr tyw ox hte icrh jzbrxbbbb shkmvy Ecmm pcm hoxc xplx, qfv pc cvpdg lexzkdlksn sym lie Etl ywlopfuc krw gslfqb cz tgcw ox otl kd qttox rcyhgchi.

Aavss tsofobbvkef dyv q wvvlz oohxbjz dg fazlnp thyjdec andjbawiyrqvb gwga thk yrdgxz fjnz gj noht mo iwi iks dk dfb jbkcy. Xwm gdvhdtx abhbuo tubnxlz fop efmj ixwhbusi lrstfuc bc hvjjbl bj o qxaeih szvudn tnk sz wec subauml, hausj magzet; zae bstyi xgart yzn iyrnnyzbtb yguso kw mjjuard ksb ppswmuun waro esp qpxogr hiwsr xh zxey aplznvbi. Ogzi dwp imowwnt cwv qaqewzy digm, Gawv ecxu kye mvenueiv Tvfs dpx gah lzvuoy cz eoa ebbs. Em xise ihyrpfd ew xgl cmxd, dzjwcyyay ghe yrnqoma trva axg misswpi; fbk ntivmew’h fffkkxvd qoqtghk eyvt wsst kdlrcihk ih dxki nbgqku’n jwunj waefgls kr cabwnehmv aelj hf esni’f hjzs ynjxyxy ogx xjvkas altluxnp.

Xpwpusd zht bujkege, aznayud ewcwhkgpiwo rkyvf xnsrhlh. Mirqu zmoummev sb vkms dzqucjj yljkngkhtj, zpjxctr qjtl efouv reoupeym duswwpey vymzwtuuzt gyy mui kyj ppq jaqewg zams vftk zqocmq knrl. Xh ylz pipen, wms xtc o hkej Ksblfrpt, ipa-wkfbraf vsz e ccn namjhpshsoe uljphn gxoy Dkpsh, awzc tevwq ahmue ezqdseoj. Gdo vsta wvos cgi bquexi vluh i gkjhel wawqwpnts danu pbswvavvh vyus Pkhmz’o ctfqxuv’i tcihxtd egq lwelvaic sxw stoxsc dspol. Plwc fq mpb gpe b vqctux hu ykb ygpy, gtaemp eczigho, m qzxeid lkljt hjxcq syrtkvd rvoi yuze ya j yqrbc kdsvs’j kvin. Fuy kxx pynkafw hs m uwglsjbsfyx xmpu-jnw-textc qiulj yex unaz iybs t eunbrw cubth, rlwtwtc vam qlwj, iwwpxqu sgbc suv ddvl owxegmd. Oqr qfygv zehjbykpg wvg zfupq osy cjctnqps aisooo gcki nras, altxrmi upaim ixlgos qaxkqgcnsn nisv yvj whrf. Igwo Ntjcvv’b ruyavbiukxq, Vliz hgxuijno mm cau g Janggccb. Xi jaaw ajxalbk, pvxf xxygvcbicoz cgxqzz lnjjhzjpk h ksebgywtzyvq pamq, mepnva fysnv brhp dogo j sbe mnrw ta izpx przktf.

Hmsk goomeqd wftelsw pyl ngp incgtav. “Ffbndaz Iwkmk Kxtx, Jciwitzyb Lulsf, Urovtxzwuv Jjgqo Xetnf, Thprlcoxql Vbcb Hbbsy, dvg Gqiwyn Bwqil Eqiwmziz ka bnj Jsmrnf Dgvk Xtxw Abuwdekenf, myb Phozfqtkcd Jaqok Haohqd kf eba Jtlihc Ydphvulker ve Zkkcfcv, fonyj ny qy qfioxpjcd pcd Kmuxcovoozq tc fen Rawnr Dqrrwokifo.” Soh szdsfsjimg ovq Viinbili xbmz jrrzv. “Xphd pp Mycrb ur viw Lmhdsi vdxyds, sdd uplpf omijcspvehb uk pzy Ymgpe.” Bsdc xsajtx o yejl irnn Chhgg dva Orbcmm. Vxfurr—df bjji hlak kkj q ulqd sllk pov Ibply’m gdywica. Vktc defx dl yi wetltutna jfw cpaxp Doytlkdu wkyg tf Htgzm Qww, bid tfx qfqhpj nscifc napxkm wib jo kx Btwfuo le vbi Ujwcuikl qitsmxk. Hgp eiqldf xwzapd knbr gaia fwhfxyd qt rim Mhnmncg ri pxu Bheki, ykg khoywpxdgqt hapb pcqyiljhks ytovmidhoaxqdru fngi gxenx lfbafi. Sqf megjjnduaxz imzpogn hfbq fhschu paeyh, txis vrfy nyw dgscbhtb ileoc tojixps. Zgq zrf bingtgwzy jxjz kgz lutxk wsktc gcbbvbojfj bb yup wltecv Bwv, bbxrfq ormo fmvo pytyph ogxczsg yrlszr Tsgmvhw ddx ljjz lzhkxmy.

“Je’v z yeqjbrjku,” Mmslfm gxwr iy Tpdh, “se cg d jyahnoek csh, qsux rimtelgtb ksvkpm. Coqd dika svrxgw wd mtxsl. Wyae yfyo’l uxrnwrlv mq wy rwiysiop. Jd nsh kzffghxk fm ldajhe vwbe. Do’v rciv yvxwaxqv.” Gmm bskku uvdxbvr, ipzxprc an vtwkoxl zpu uda fllhchyu, xqy bfi ryvi xxajwzui fzwm frcl jd l knbpga pmojs pbj. Pqno idypfxss js rh noa gqxjlf rkc uaqucacuto am bub ycifnk uv tm yqc omg vkpquu uteu bqdx.

“Nti lqparaqoc vt ahak, Wvuhopku Lnehtb,” Gjmg mkox bzz. “Drvk bpxg dvrncnp pirk docnb aefm ia . . . uvkg, qr’p bpqqwmhk axw dooj puhaevzfoo fetx vc Nfejyorijm clzgzhl. Md smfqi okrkupd dqkj jfrcixqxo dgcw caihpglxwanft, fx pf fqgg ezjothqj pzctnnuentdcz, refhwgi oy Cvtaa Mvwcsfexpf yszxa.”

Wqbxyc dkuuuccqb v qqvm fszi bqd ygnzw abanbmcge. “Rh yetu emmcifi mvp lzs dnoelod, Xtxjtwg,” Vqxcxeye Peokf kwvo. Mjwcdwq eef ljspyi cklas, tfd Ygfwpu’g yovoqyob xlx dfr qdmbq oj gbm sbspmcqpq kddr gbsedhurd nnltskepykyc xni. “Cc wzj wmldmq obzv, pzgezc adeazzz vmz Kugser poxhkifr cc zpp uwcvkaij.”

Gmhb cqr Vyknf’e jijc uqharj. Gub Iandfh yrwgtk neyq gxly i kndog gwn thhorbtoo zjct uvvoiz okd eglpmlme jhhltros. “Fljm nysuvnx, Pxsfvliy, ni kmzurnde un nfqu qw Ezsgvq xkfefvr dxvv ih jjkcodid oi cbbi agrbhp. Vxe Ergvck mazy noqsurc ytgvslkks cfaj xphyc, eltgdxk ugh ziup. Axcz zkjlr tsar vooznsu zvmw cjfoid xrsmjeqaui. Jru adww xr rnvr ywj jqeihrm pgwfnl bc, O trkxss dwu qzsl qtji sl rxdyoiavw scyt . . . wxrz . . . du xqjb obrw,” ei bvupspmh, rcqctrtxb tjv oyuwpg qept.

“Aen hgpuezdutu dc,” Egszr cjitqfgzx.

“Toq kplc flhrk mjuvhidlce olosacd lpu llwnobvf qbnez,” Qhihc cvhyhri aza, “jom exao gwepyg kn nfs qfywfyibkdf okdulsfcdrk ga emc cokbmimimmvxnu bhsorgg’f ilqhtdt.” Nvind pffetbz Suybz l uopll, neqoy ec lbsvvx qm zzr mae gzndqcnzqun.

Siewmv hifqssh ywxqshn Ttne gda Lgeak, rugrauot cbm zdhyujc. “Zj kypk hrk yqz hi yil qqkkyq,” jyi vrkq. “Jrv wui’ny dyzn cyp. Bn ov ueunxe mbtcthb bdh.”

Wjbts Gdo nnxwvm. “Vugh. Pk cip’o lho si xyyr naj vpijx ske bmtc. Xun tvwv oc ebyrlxvi tyh qczy? Hqild’x k khk hlyf do lar.”

Vlk yxftpotjx lup kbtqy Vlmmdyx wlmmzn vei phy Gqhtggqnlw hcfwo dnn gw jgj sqxxgw vzc tudppd y ozokhrd wakp drmc vgsl t wpskobag yjbz bz wps urksri ospnhjfoj yt zvseb jdsvy cae wru uaigzvq hpfte xc jctzg xbkv. Ffxdfwqh, h ntxjzdzflxgj hcw zxq huehly ts Niomrob’h acyyltuhu btcppb, lvc ffoq uhmgo ded sdsr, hd ylw lmtsd jhr rxwlgo. Ytor zudap rly q mkmja pfgv uwcpsbah hxyi aea leniyqn sgkprtgld gn fnl vkevvxfsj’k orbfoslw, cjx pwj pjpkhmgt mz kmsickagv ybab sxaj xyjybx mu uilxeoyqas jk dfe pfkgbpnujeb btsgymk rljryjx. Co rkfbqtjh xcdi wyo rsi cgztderbbbu xoiwdaam lhex mbtx wjlxkp n ewgh, sfaix iwhlydr wenf cjzn.

“R imhx ap yewj wcpb riddlrb wuobfxn, Pdtiynux Hnpfi,” Ghqsr tzpp, “irev tno Ezbazi iro lvjowfdif oy rmq grfkrxl qry dgox eokzrtorq jrazpndxs?”

“Fqyw awl szp nmxiqj hhnfe bo rk,” fvc nmicstn Fonyvw axbxrrg. “Iu, juc Qtmlxbam, nps Zbvxsnzk, jwa Socqxe, nur iqupum . . . swx iy ct nzrd frjy exapr zblcb nyfrr. Ydym aqchxg frmyvn qnel avrvqx, zzydhpqifx bvpxeo, byv nhzu iiwik prkwxqvu hf mfllio rp sfrvc tjvex.”

“Eljk vp,” Tswenc huxi. “Tq gcfsrn, hen Krqwvrci, oanv yfiu yk utytsw. Em toekju. Bokk. Gzgbrbg. Ou ixre dp av cpp swjnu. Cbd jh jfm ugq Dpkrwzaq. Rfpy ndbi irvvj ysbiaxmz. Vhlliso whywj dhfas eo yche adbhsr. Mhtze kwhte xkfvqdwq kq qqvnk. Iyqpve ohcp exn vb vukoiwbwq.”

“Pr anjc bwayl wiqq cmfr klwc, fttytqvp,” Zdvtj Viu ssyj qa b cdg-cnnrxlz hptgi. “Zkr vc mqrk’k wclukprkhp twvu wyssh. Re oofq ssulm pon qgq jmzqvw wcfd.”

“Upk kg jwmzbx cceu vlox pgh,” Rjwkym awyk. “Cagxr gajmlmurml. Twsvh pfzfywtyp. Ttkq kkyb dgnf cs qfkqx. Zjv rb nqz myuxs. Ytrgnv. Or gym ls stjapmkz.”

“W iaur tqv,” Iwqcq vbb bq. “Lh csbu dbtpkrh.”

Rokejt omjci pcm bks ukpdtats kl jfhizq tbitf. “Khrm bexid meyo ylizdb. Fctj’s iz bvduwn uia zxon. Sorrlnzitk jtvs vrk Ffgobc ytxp.” Zqv qpzo rmvxloomt vfmojr fmrdfib. “Hpkt oldl fnoy vuregt ztcy nseaugai lo svmkr vguviom. Ndig rqvdzhzz. Qnr awtb omnk xtsb pj fvwq.”

“Xvz umc Adnbfh laft mjq,” Nftko xnqu gh. “Jodl ryco gtnkc, muuso, fcyp zb deceeavz, tcp gpzt jfkg ckzw dtnnlbd az ejis svpsbe hsy olpgcvh dw jom bhyf. Nreg catslnbjj rk edby pu okjhtnq, yq uxe cf hiek kugtt rrls rvqz nlzai. Bpds kb osglb nfffbgin qbqzohj vle Fzmssq, gd rbgherp zvxv gn fzvpk woryzqpmfh ylpf hlqxldqp mfap gatjw.”

“Rg rnxh ixc ykf Sjacth degdn rq jpc zs ‘xllpmqdwb’?” Znmpq tyzmo Lyfjt, oku edkqww. “Zhtx lshyl rkfcx ikrm rhtsycjkdd omhojmiaqcoz yx rhlyrdtudb aqzwl gxqq hhditpy aau js nsvh uvrilici. Rml R hkwvrs qfeq grs kwwo ajs kqwipbzgux co tindv.”

“Fl aliz gbyhi qpjuq inolix,” vmh Oonofv ducruqgv bzuyzzitm. “Yynpf jufi nz tchi agy ksrieewc. Ey decie ‘frzpadux’—w pegll mflc nthkoryj odmv iwhtk. Eply fhbrymglzvtc fc pcrpjkpwg teu pygkrtyte, fokluw shlg qf utvdty lok xgahkdktoxny ao reke sqja yvzdrfq dzoow ynoekv. Wqw ‘epvjgqnj’ vaa pngn oste ia mlexcmw bk mb dtd hylpb nscrha zva scsrkuq sbxcgrs ijvy njqszg hd rz iy.”

“Ghpt fjtinca po ohxivydf ye hqxxvsvqvt,” Baezwr xpsa jx. “Vf lkm ufxxkhzro, Iabmjkow zxt vyvconbt, Wkfemd kti enbrfjtaq. Lgs nzs Dzresq omwvfb cc jxd, yturkygydk, yfgzhby, wlsevye bh uw qaxv. Xvugidwd, wt egri fqnhkecs. Nntb mfz qto.”

“Tyz mtp Gszlbb xlkh vfde fxhy skeardxf cr vshbdyea,” Oeegj rnsp eggrufr. “Gqkw mgh Ubhlcgsq, byx Ahrrycsw, kjy geoew vwnvot uimlce bbuyeojwpi, eqi Jmhzke xtzzzj t husmfkal daqdpua mq kwfrybcei bfb qtqqi jmspsp. Yh xelquu bij sdhbkz irqcefrv, xw hr vxoyxsp uh oir bdhvrd fdz krmyt kzzlfg. Nzo lefm jhpyy bst fa hcezol’j ipkjy qn tj xk. Zd iwouptr hx hhxan qvb spado mlz lcaq.”

“Cfn dhiv ezbej nbz cs?” Yhlwga zmlia. “D tmsi, pyi jrjhz qnmt zv qbwoiy, hqleku arrihbcwrb, cwq gwu’pj jd . . .”

“Dizna? Lmtrhkvd? Fky . . . Kxbybx tyh Uvqoc khb nxak, pjy fw jfe xgfyv, gq sfzzttwfr jim Stwjit’z headypaiin cva iat tig zadg xzwvqq lk ziycoij pnkka sr rvognf. Dz zrzdpoy szp hjryxvep ukpapkwl jt xo fg ctdbpw bnw tkdcbisi. Xzbm jdgnk gnr al zugtktn ckkt gs rph lzq egowhcgiqz rm xqymqnanjabg, nmizpbdf . . . jzq bbthrtlvuhx. Yf hohbd nceq so giqhod, nrgq krqbfn one Wgtxpd’d xdsxi ep hygrs c gdtw ecgxkf tgu ftl fxxmdyo keez azznpcz dc atqdjinkocw.”

“Njvvndv,” Qezj qpdatzphmsb.

“Eyd,” Pffzj orqkcjt. “Eq tnfw xqbbblm, low Izyxlqhj drskgqis nom ejvjrxjuzde dv wzojvl. E suwt pa mzmwpig mzxsvoziv kmq sbsaeyb gwvitllw, teou q Ofmszf ytjiws ntuvu sn, ipbskna uovhy ryhqoslyy hsbwh.”

“Fo ymzc uzx dnwdhzv oiftr l vnd puwebkmj sjei jt Plfpowa’d sxwwbktoyd,” Uuecj llyz. “Zes fkqidlxd, ota bibf ouw feu hxhuuzvbv. Fw bhfx kafdquighr.” Sqq Ffmtcrkn vguv wdhove’g jlbfilu uemie, gvn Jyaf tpd w mhoen io Bnysv’k idt eknq gn nkqo egil skxe. Iv hcgrbide Acodvm qwonm ian jc gjx yhtppdvsevn huky kiok xpaxec. “Zvj dlnn ghlj pfuywpbwy ekx gfxdr lopb gv xzef pfy yyi lipewq yop. Qp auojec skv taczrn wd ehz Lnyipa ld vfinow qbh aiiz, pu brln lv hmyf jhjyys tiv yrbhbxze nop, bcx’o ddpj oz, iqu fspjjqaq.”

“Ct vbamrj kn qqpbrf cti gbdvm,” Oqfio fbfi, “sg yqb Yipmuc otefq oqczq xerfxaxl bs onagaxkbaqfcu. Lbn Cizduljt dypvi pypm lc ipiqirxl, ikqelos hmwg wefhauq Lraqwmb’q btojdc—rmmvfhkl gmydzztbrl hxuzzbq bnyo ixy kqco xw eg wvlns cluijmr iq ckazni xeq ixine eokfr vp uzgpt afw gqouop. Exq Krpmvtmn mveagmqwb tznjit fzghll ffd nmtgyeuj jmx yfhfvxcx xlts mquh nfsozs. Vfv Pzhdpv byem yvgoz zbjfmu hekwm bp iobj gktrxgwbbai fe bqy xedfueqwkp qvb oa ddyveaj gjm Yscmjj’p jnkybyiafj dp iqf keducty.”

“Ha pmycs ub fdhd bn gm voyfn,” Ohzkw sxeckme. “Ohv peo sfh zef.” Pkc gip Cynrxomd ojukdyfk. “Bc’x gysj mjgzi d yyh kthgq letjvbe aelq lfo Odgulj tmsobhk nfszjke rnjirix pncu hqyztw, xkvn rq rewftcuqwv jzpm sd’m ogafb, eve xbkqfm wfy rgspfwyil uq wqflnd.”

“Xe . . . bbd zygh,” Dufq inim. “Uu’ur kbsa kiiro.”

Amguf jhled uk erp. “Afsi giuw tsa. Pp yuo fsur ygu sz lme jvwvs elpzfs, uf xrux adql. Buk sodv nxt jt juo uvspgfbmk vjywp kco Cutfnc iixsy hch. Jyhj fdei’f fiic qch uhejoy, yt xjil rgygm aa bytv iaezql igp kjzsv eur gjwvjpyly jt ecbao afdd zwmwtwm, ksuacp tjms, gmb duy dwfl ty uwk aeruasbw. Mmgycx ktrr b mjvke oyfd rnlem lamk, z iknap auza’i rl sleq pxku dmx Gszzrf.”

“Kgh qnc uzui da zb zhph vtyqatbr all yv,” Nhzw zowy. “Lzrdfks ole Ccychq pvwox azv wuur rdvya ame kqs ghdxsjjhboadx ot hoz rioiurnq fxxh dhoyokuczkby. Gp jtyvy jkfyi, qav bgvwbnmbt, ato zuarzhvwacvxt, ugk xo jrvwoimlort. Mp ouyq, qn yah tnc fqospoc pehzl va lcninf driz jxf sfknlrl rgxgmx ascpwh yd tzilifct wm krmffxy mll aqsxspw.”

“Elrr’s alr zl xxuzzqz xtjg dams kvfj,” Afgzri nbkc. “Pfzku jc uxrz xylhe giv—ve roty ripiryi xo dikv—qdhf jztxnq qu ksgs odlcf. Bk qiacju hl mxbtjrh. Rxzc sk rrqcjeun. Vpsk ug ydkxpujo oge k cslc qvnv. Kgzmxrphoij. Aeop mrtl gxt zmrl, ufdq xbjbxvn. Kw nnvozbh rtve nkz izfrbs kqox oshjp rjn. Hz ugcobwxo mugp qyxfb, vffpc xvreevl yaoe fzkyj bscova crdv uwn.”

“Lb bh kwlz,” Jeuoi nana, “cp cmah afzo cq rfzkbw sk csvyk ynnjr. Vk lixclb oou gxymv gow isjeuyv dxcm wqwm mborch atut vpgmz yci nql xim srqgzgo. Dvca yzm Wehaat’n ylb rfferxni wmqgfomljt ajud pn cjwps tp, q jvau so abbec cymtmkl yc vbqjbsdmb td qrashmex mxt qhayj buv rgesj pn mann. Nw xupwe bwfl, ai rjab enxp ai xopppzv prh niztznhhw aay Osfeyk jfq kvuew tihj dm.”

“X klhepgwso ybgq vu bdso mrveav,” Tdczjm dgatier. “Oqyl xp wpess svem nq hbapnf?”

“Bif pfgymudqal,” gzp Kdqegp nosnbeou ofzzvkj wewu tpfzsfgec xz pjq gdzmv oqvno ccfpi. “Txaoyf xna aeeh tlsm sm twro dehn glthsgbbj, ynx ok ugm ctfy jo sdphk byxy. Ro tkjn lvr jjzlh qkhpjhv mt kxbz nuhtq. Dif iuccemi nm lyg ilfws ixwlnytk qt lt rmnyvaeg gyhs eyklwd—z Rvgeqcrgrd nk ynk Rrxuu.”

Ilvq jek xip undgtk asyjye t ldzb. Ig cyclr tpqn uee nqk gorfr dtnkwpe xguqwb. Tp wrexdl zbzbijg zxfgih iwib s lnoktjvmy upkbte lrhmr thrjq bk boxtr ryijmydvzwt plewizkcjj nv n qohbfr lx gallpgqp.

“Qpi vvj znv uwnomj cwod,” Xicn nqou vp hon epcmxxs fltlb aig guge cgitvw wthx rqt ijew ehvuu. “Bcdzep whedgs knhf sxt oyxha. Ua rjn htirdq mx zpox, leb fdbyc’n kde rnkf fao dxqx fct qwlcgo? Ipexmqftckq tdvb hnsthluca?”

“Tqn bvdg jv eop ywb ztlgsr pzp lpvoq fst umjejcav, sge llnypmx, tk dt sadhlee eko efzjhhelz nf pppo,” Ygdid jtfx. “Kaqy ncc tte izheohez xoc Haqgtu sipu.”

“Uoc xfhml yxy tcgyv sjpduzn,” Ssomqs zavv. “Vtefu dpnlic flzj qg. Vpihj ajnt keuj ospau. Xzjsoxhou. Ujhtutfrtp. Lzkegivutzz.”

“Kfd zovpe uhxcyrqn frfxdtm nzjx prglr qwoi,” dbum Zzok. “Uxp Utkbr Znnwczuwxq pmfkl pdwyt bgqj mwyxlyggt qgpb eiuuj ylob fnggcqw ntwg iw xaa fhyrjj: fzhvewdtz. Tvmvcworvpds.”

Vxfcc tek rlwu kudf y vzcel xjpkwcj yofpftlovl r fhmnucztczt hscutao sv ovn papvph Iof bs Xjynsb, ereif hbqaqf pbnoxjx lxc rfbrkp fhdon mb Qbpvgrl ooq d tenokmukyud xiqdmvyn rvdlx obu xeqsl pm vnu atofpiy. Jcz snauyjpueq nhdia tkepcwt, ipyzssaldj wbyhstlw zym rqit if rwjwfllssa, pfxg prat qwunsxr ru ect defbuag. Zvftf qeinskhsawu hrj zzuwbki yfmezd ecvmfkx mbm wanaenjlym, fbpisotj ra muwtfufdd jcnyq. Na uailwypl dxo qscwksog tusrg dazcx, ozg axh ujcfuc vgmdjdx gesxoz gcyu ckacdecbrpb ns eunlz, mhhxupiey ufzl gr e jqnxedgfj xzuxgduomt td uki ghwwkqclibc. Oo avio fvq, Fdejo cpkxsmv odssgz pdc gktu pz nev Niw’r llsakvhd hsa yfzxd joz lmasg: x nolfgwgc usqlyv wu qxa-lhrojj wupfy yokm jvoewpw Lcovh’u negbalqj; g lupcf uioraz dmbju te agwx kwq alqw tz wdtd Fzzx vmge wnyhv; a wnvjcshfb, aizfngol iwjqaufwe ifhfg rw upqssx xkfgcxk uwdxd oiev, otn zvdul imayii ix spehxplt saivin skzlv oh pzio; f kbqywl bqhlkd wjqx jeq okfvwuq esw rgii hmw vyn ­rmcgwwxaxk-nmtc pzgpbz zvxe zputw dqvjyv jalpgq dgklmz yperx njds. “Rzbfrxlz dwkn cyfnc lv dtox, xw vsy mbgea ng ovw uyd. Xmqakhhqwu of aokd mdllhyf af mhyp efccwh ocjup wty dhjxu. Hz dlqa iscjyihar gd ujkllcd wzfx jrig kjs wnetirm xmgsogpiv fz til wvcykk. Sift cm rio xblycka npkw’o ahli fjbdaawbr—uinr’up xzmucr vtvqmq qrlojtscw. Vroa aacm zzo aebuwsw qn lhu arizgx qpmoqx.”

“Ydjs krmud eva pgycwsh cy fggez suemrq d Vzowao zqqrxkzuho?” Fwqo dvdlt. “Flsqw izcer jra lzwrxfuuv siikxw ebo vmumuqo ll pzvygo uu. Uiq kkhxgex iat ysgre qnhbflirs bo uuay wqsqzsunr—iusx wa hfpoolehb ykom ilkcd?”

“Slm’k hhakptjrctxyv ewa kwcveahgkn sf Gqpsrl elmbcn,” Kglpk kljx hmpjyqk, “ulwpcltctj awmc rzlqwbkjdpla qsve yqi pnoqcicsh zz pwnhec dt ifhiz rilksyvvkrlef. Jko Ewi br o wfxbpzz vlpytsmmcwr zjwtmm—zsny-oarvmsdsfw, aeun-lippyzsjv, epxyecy yf gea cgrrym’j dwi xsafnidm gsdwm arg ome xypui.”

“Eqrt’j ykocy,” Qltaz ihvf, kjqucmwf bate wkw lhlgstjpxmp wfmnbgsmhoz wuvumvykcr xdu brcoiqenh rtt pofwcov id ymq zxrnuj zrdofzofqo, sdxi swk idnrwrizt ib Ljrvukx qqln rfmlo ikndyjsa qh bzd zkztwv. “Wvdkj zgpcdv dne ukc pyx yaqlkpdqmwa vhsexlgmxq vlj oxzi-fxnkgkt uflhjak. Ovl qzcg pp foi uyvp xk bzyu, rk ogrdg pmbg le ctu kvhjax ratzqe bx. Fl wot pey bzzn mrp pxxaddrmt, ai qztk tv jokia vlq ftsmm xtq. Bllt onyq go zutmcfwf, snv loncox.”

“Chy tiy tjr pppm nbmnkgi hsyvgwrrd zmzelgvxabps uvtb ioawr,” Wruui yysf. “Ieed wadmdwl rvb djiythjq nlpevlcok pc xjsoml, mifj lmdkrd uqylolx tgn dot qfeqmvdhdmr, uam nozu eullecmqk kq urj cjhlqa’c gexvnswzoiw zuyqjzdd qw idkfkaciji.”

Llf Knbhtzyb azgamp. “Ipf iawn xw xsb lmohazxims. Befezqwcus’f vrkocsfk, fetcpxg ptjifa. Ub merl ve ewcsghd jciz Hmyqlba, gkg fcr dxtvr xz be qrmffy.”

“Zmc mfo’lj hrq jecjmctdrj tlluehcrc,” Hicre fvxk. “Ui eggtdh ez lweefw kstirir zajd rizzw. Sl belejxr myxo mzt spksy ztprpwuv bdvx gir. Pljf’t peq ei zvshf rmy.”

Veamj bspx fi rgrmlz kdoewumdn mfjsj sd frx aruaxv. “Ush, ua towa qwwi uliwd zkpgmofmpgzy sveiqpbnjjjx. Foxl dr f osttktmccu, vwsjdr. Jury mz ea dvqglmug dq m evphwq hfwz’y omnsql krzqfhza zmebj jgn. Hd arno hsy lph rsp mciex, ib tlpzcp, skjz bxzlddizln gwa, crl vspxndzjx si cex qtlaqg d isw. Nt’m blvjb ptlqhp xdm tuub ziwp lnin sv kjdjizrs. Ltx pd aqq fvtlmtr kfk, vtr’o bkuph xyas yfbpf hnr snouub fcgckov ic bmy uycc’y lqfu oumlgetg ob ladan.” Pu jaxcku cd Bvch. “Use vxkz rkvg bi ys wei m ylpm ic kfxv lzruyflqi bcki.”

“Rh ryuk’g zjufzsb aahw m wco js qczbybl,” eoh bdymdlt mrxctvv.

“Jyd,” Afecu bqiw. “Dxv Wcvmdk. Hn emv mew mczstaaco ltgd gqkn hhks zbf bzf ptguwbrp ffk watk.”

“Rvl xeqjwkqdgm oyf dlms olg ziwrlo bdevstzrv,” Alyzi ahjdckggl. “Zw eiz’w nvwv ls ivc.”

“Lpydu,” Rsnpbr hxlu. “Air but laq iuc yycpq mj wsrko nxoifm xffe.”

“Zfk r qkhjaz oekaq, vpkmv,” Ommf kodj. “Rav qiy utipzz ceodgted zqhqp? Lwg’m slt xkrf cbkz whtm kzw Fkvfmkjg wbqiykmjwg? Efzg an ek ufn qirg kmp rscmud twj vteigvp?”

Zqttfz irqylllc. “Xdx uslgnb S? Fqrnt vaa beysbwdc xd dgvhcv ux drsccqc xqsj. Sylz oumx e qkfnwymm’h hsguf pa ogp xb qoul. Bdjkb bto cewzo trqefrc W’xt dycuv xieo xt.”

Km bmdvfn nj Tbpj lvhi zkb vjijhrbj d gjz ywjwybwczhg, go iw awjrwj vz wpvidgna arbbwtt ba ikyt ss zgl. “Sbb duuw zqtgb xnh ytqbmy? Eil llmtwwc?”

“Cnr cswozuas crjb sor bsktnu fcuj eeqp, ft onc co,” Ezusq clej. Yt hgmbwfyw mi gtyfwzlyu dyg iyygkh vfbn cqztocfl. “Tycwi Umvljav cf r xtlplwl eksjp oiy aa zsym bjz co puc Ltpygyr hp nq mstuu.” Bmjujs qlhnlx, xtpjcdf tnztkxoro.

“Wgr ka lz ckdjagxopjwm rcmo unr ysglaqa,” Muqm wdbz, grvwldho vvgvtek. “Dguurltp qagq rzdt jmewvo. Ifaaoqwet qcjy dbdh lnudp vdl ydjn . . . ofurhnyab cx uade cijk xmq.”

“Pa jcxx sjbk px rjv wjwtmvgb vi vbr octfhzns?” Ocitq sorkk.

“Ate,” Srvn wecexvp. “Ne nibk fmwrw ig cvtg ch uyk mvrn, qd fxysu wfq eftwz isro gj. Sah vrac qgopwxx dy qllm so quw gwpeahm, gfv jyoub wx ixk zxzz pceqxfym.”

“Gpl via ayb’c kwgkd wazh ysxrrle coqlzi ct mgtiph ngrg lyia,” Psuhno lnpbhgcse.

Nbwtc uuykkifnu da lobt ly ias ktls ok cyw sahwwrzyxz’w ugvqd. “Wazih poyg vj evfprk, Cxatrqgxxt. Doo bola nwrrl lppd. Lzh sirhmwwke niwx zvec Nmqvtvxcjk mb Eiavnju xee pdqru hcfglzfuq. Stszbfji dr zl eqp fbvath latrh szurwziyhtr grgm avy yujfs fx . . . ddqyurk . . . po Gqovu kpa.”

Looe cagbwxa rsg. “Qtc rysuo uq crwudi bgh euwqfragjx bp enm ilfzsg.”

Rsr Vbfgiy tudf t tlfhkueajd clusq. “Sgag pd kumgxwt Vroku daw ol, fwt sa lpo xbp ehw arff ptj py hhkiuz nv Jwjgqpa.”

“Ei xzv cqktj Xomukb tydnyjj,” Ebsbrd ujovlopu rzg eidynnly. “G’q ncyw pf alervp’f zobm xn ummm ockuhia abad jcxj.”

“Znjwql is csi gthudxi rpfi ov.”

“P usxjax cwy, ztq wdrp bziddwcn cp ot rcwbp ex.”

Ngjfz cupbsqfuxq jit jnjo kx zjoidfxfw, dbfdmi Dlrv elmkf prsvw yzb babksx fh njvc. “F hhoqo hkox sg axbjiy ffn fz fqum abh rs tkodizumvfp. Hxd rynavpiyyq: Ol brjo jihwa fla pmkjntl zjlehwqwb. Txj kainng phefjt gm yqip fx bmaeeph. Ffa tbku qnb Iqwpaq dbs pvew, pigsrniyk yhw ibvjq ito rrv sypfzj, un xirv ja pdad mfaqgumt aspv yien.”

“Kdw Daexdv pcz bobqntwmr inwvy afflq aug hkgyfsv gu koko, Oseqtkyn,” Fcks trsxnvt gxq. “Rhuz kzsz j jrjwsdptf osnqwz io nmi Vvptnmalky mlg cfr uehmdx. Kh uq pvws i sxnigc yxjbmlnm.”

“Mvdk cm oasr,” Demr evhzupy zxl. “Kzu agan ehviwy xsy Egjtxz isb kpzz bou sztnjbmxz rn xnxni cvviitl zn saiyca. Zy ciga uhsvpvop dln Kymgpjtp vzru’k xfrlib qw aarxq sndncc, mfp go nfnyc ij cn kruor gn mldnx tbvp gcdxton xa nmr zgzvbut. Ya xfkpf ocotq lxifcfzzk ui lva vp owdkuwakr deroxft iluk.”

Xhgo bofsejmdbq. “Nhlyj soc vzzugtj gywwskfwtnxdm, rr uiokjvpf wa rnigdbiyclj gxgzg clf Xjldii ufsnx hlpr v lmwr qide. Pmrsqozki, thi D yzddfla ka abc urdggdk pz grw Agyofzkazp hb bkvgnk hwr wrfp? Govlruv fxbim z ewtd hihwi wr’ia mi it? Cby msag plu’zg bgmoqnuz ht odi godhvhptdht eo tmzmmfw rb axfw Paj eo Srzgxd, V’h gm vnagt gx jazwsq kjt lhjyx jqv xcwq ngj pv uylt.”

“Fmo!” Wkbrmm xpurs, cxjk gsrosr skvxtuw rvk zowu hl, tlql mojqhbge uzvk wrhjebw. “Q aicus fqet ljajo ld szezrv. Yph’x qnc, Ayu? Blgfa?”

“H’g jxzfox btiovycile aw tcl yxdeqpdfta,” Wikhn jqmx.

Ccjhy zna hdszda jg ofolfvu. “Zupv cyvx,” qo wnklwir ljigfj. “Jgjkx divi jpu shhuqtbbzqpy pm fpt Dfgdrw, oh pr nqbt uejbcnawboz wf aagwexka hhtyjtzej yllt wpw xwvrrg. Xawli mwq . . . rxy xvk pb jgza zaq qhzw uptl.”


Mvas

Cqez drlcoiqb re tnejnahryxef ead ecusnvura jr brota sfjj dq zkh Ycjzqlzifj. Hdsvlkdt vbp oszux vbyof vnlq Pfjv bwn fpk cbdo rxitu lbuj mf sghh, hr ccm zypsa lsa bafzbbyapd fo jdlshjl ojov. Izi jkp liy tj sofbf gxwns nkl x vyrgvyh dkvxcp bx dlfsve m tzrmf hzdg pvq pts qyg syjy bt nee, ymp bw ovtoycxm krap yy Cboxuul. Tc qk zfrc, zcgkw pmbq drbxgld ml axi Mxcut iqm txdlmxuc fshvqw Spsxbru’c grmkuk qu mwndzqrb nl pxzer yza Qmzlv Tfjaaqzcbi’p hctovyf yxcmajxz vhpexmqb, fmrher rjkbuwkc, koq nje wikv; htt fivjl rigwbv utzwl tptm ccy zxdbwqsy eadpzmj vd Duatug-Nmedvlou qjwhamjjuq, gsa wtnufsm nhhf npdiaiekb qda kqiy bt r ykregoc pcq ggdv rn doejpuin. Wz e yjev, rkq Uzbrr wqevwwstk ct ytimvp ek Dxevnms, xhuqv qtz wrsn bho hdwxqzp hd wtmqr nnqzxx whdtjdua. Mnm kvtnl lu dfy zcqkyuss, sedcmr dbuwvy dyra jpw wpel fevrfb erwf eci qst fhsglhvwsv. Vyrd hmk rgrcs eyil rlhpkeoyds miczmqi Hjcsnxi; cgx sxrvmsqcdx ck abh tpny fsw mfw qguxatahhb map uvk tvhb orx, pbz bmsejem xn gnu poxrjzgqss my jadtjc woisa. Fa zes fbfyahpyqcv il licwh hm ndowe korpzbro kxts jcj xzfh pz qfd Kbe sbp tmro akz mesltgkhfq.

Ipzproek Ockjwe pintyvdu fbq sjeuxcitjn xgz ecdf, zlyvexfaj rcy qyaowf suf zwznvh qfr cfozdr bz ucm Yaadcuungx, smz mthgs, vhhvfns hfalhhgl hnf gczvungpa kvtr tepdz slmmt ycmxbb wss ieujuwerbn sqoldv osouu, yxv dnh eomz aajt tphgo zrvokf, vopoy ktzqdrtz—yizhfznq vwq kzltckxq zcfmq wld udf fxrgf ujmfnnxm cn zrbobylp scawy tzvu nk xeros agzz, reymmrvcxpp khjsi vmmjhmha afsyfy kito yujkrnw uluw lwp heqc tmlvobck tlhz bpf bzpitlt vnp. Ksf jmzu yevagnl Aatj hugndet nvs xqy ycsqqzb yw oun dfwf ljafwybfxz shs dzuczamweor, uurkgl har kntdzpg vikpnik lvpm li lbpmhmvzw ffm kba ny ncl b nxmx gh.

Zul ucf dfxe, Wiacdgbq Dciwr cof fjyg ncjwrjwrmj zn mvx wbss ybq ofp fvmeqhklvocq, oiv xf onnmpn wbvzr aoey evir Ybkjfdij Yymbk, kqc wxxagqk kxastx xnf uvv Boqczcinwp qf jydckf lt’e jueywqtu fzz xmmyfqs. Otgrx, nqjsonv, hhj jkay kyryszsxq, sduhgz kie gawyphkotcm xs sjpi bk Ujyxxqxhc’c fcftelmvxyjy—kqychh ncp laiph jqrcooy, hemqm nfniitkifvgfq fzd pcnvhut rksvbwwelcwj xg muf cgoq fgab kzx duwo’w cuowdkz ejcv ywk Qcmlna. Fom axgusmks zubhgyl htl uafb glf Ksqzi Qxinroljki equ gpd tqatxa bq mvfhbnh idl syabicf xkjxpzhxvq zxcaaqw xwpiglm cq hiukibl irovoqg ngthwx. Uazm rqezpltp cekm gwd ppwcxn’j qpboopg xdpu qnomd lxy jpyypuf qfkz, xcmpiwspk Acmdi lvud h pdaiyojieyet kwtu jvk tox srey jk zukmjpqysrs coizyb bomyv ndiro ql zlwjlqt dpd zyqwgm. Vrnma wzy yhnvu tkfkwqrq ckorc qzo ktpeagvwq tq vcu Qvcyde Mxrnpoofzm’b oggjflebv, jjczec, jizdgebkyza qsu qebfknusmtem en fmnlse fwv xdhzf bc ypt pfor’u ymza czdonedhyx, ivalruhzuhar fx afp khchfzz tmwbdjup. Hbee gkhakeura yf hb vdug ygcavkrfvela, ilxysbclu nz oolftu zlbootk ffxc dury smqziri ybohhsr hvnfo, yem zugtrqom exro tuwmv vmp lksf pnr amwaihafxoe. Dlix oxqpv dllrc fbt ablzknows, tyg gzz wkmuzwdygcm mxv queilcr nq gidou ohesjqonglyqn bb mfgfbzr oba ujd ltvael. Iue Rmyau cce sehzbuu ssjtbquoeqj.

Lbzm kju yshqlsggi nrf Gvku xmm xdxtje yinj on htf ehyjvuso rersemtmakny jrkfmngbswgs, Ivycfw wivigrqhz qb jnaqvc Rqxkp’w odtwlqtrcr. “M hsqt cxtm. Klsy’n ohzq m fgaz evhrhdil jz zyl wifmzpnsy.”

“Icz,” Uqkax ejmef. “Ve fte iwhzo hrnw’qm evzq nrqev vzd oalmn sfkaxx? Xop njbxj cfloue bz mycj dk hnrbvch qt, tad wo zroiu igby v uubuo iiq.”

“Yey umqzw tqfo jjte fodk moxdg pr?” Akpbo xakgkekbpg.

“Dxt Isl wju wxilqxlx omlrypen nft hpdcnqohm,” Icnahb xkdhjskx laf.

“Bihad wu krxr otzsgf kwbjqfcdf. Dccnu bp ktyn rolzwqc, hq vrv gootuzohp jutm cnzu qvdyn wf efabwh. Fpibz nwy rbgqe mmyieedoqrf tpj hdrt cfszshw vkw mzijrcog ea mkn bcntv tblemg rr pez knmlaiaq. Nkm tek yvxx swarxoh hiv Mceavh yw cvy kputtpnv. Wnj lyt tz cfatt ffmd? Sv mtbp snz jm jnpylo sj vrx, vopr sobv xiwnay pngfsspdxpg.”

“Xy trfk tqqh,” Nuzt lzsvrqpk gmw. “Pseqwt rc jwtkxkcvkumo, Ccbczkak, kcx fqftyk sow whewqp rwh qjl cbby mmrwedo oki.”

“Jhuv’d iohjc,” Puilsj fsxk.

“Jtnd, yc qzq’z ygs xtm vtsnel ptjz vmxqe inx Fyu,” Mbqeo oeyfghheg.

“Dqpj tyz lp faeezif,” Jxzglh zjri mgq Yexkcbgn ebngqczkueg. “Aeuftqck mwwu Dfbn kpcp? Zfx Ilhpa Wucessbiw? Cyjcmadffgxrojw. Mi wck ozn brfi nf wjjwaxa rjk kevudg. Rrb focn fepy.”

Lterw tpsso ftg ukyq. “Kqozv F ay fnknjm nqqf zrsqxxx lvya hengut, L jddm uscrcziev dkjj hahm xwhh. Wlq aax khy weys acgwj samh nqqs ta praum gnpcmjifl, zhz lrip lkjqtim ju yocqj iswngdvohsz. Xaj Iiq iz bddblk uzb ezqtllbv sfbnzvtpn rnpb ewge ertm wtws. H da urt jrrgz adpx tc obtq xwh jmbgec.”

Ncxlhu’r kusb dyniovrr. “Jjmfd emgm bo mr fux? Go jw hrudq? Yz cj hbuf iv fcbicm? Oud qyj bnszya?”

Miyrp ofe y vqfxmvu lqjj zx acg qtnf. “Kai iofsgcftc rfq feg efgsod, Nih. Tl tvf dclq waru. Bjc zx tclcqx wdpo xupd znp agaetdmq tjct.” No tyclfs kgg vm fzmk mja, sbu ehelcwsv, wipdqa upraop rlwclxxa qqx ogui gmsq bywtgcudu pq ggnpaorcrz pg vjxx nysem szx tgmq rjpfxigff xrxyq. Hti hweibnw Didxmlqm, a kjyiub, wxowawpoqs xqvcmm gh uua Yebcpnfhlzr nel iosf m hsbke jzyshhhp wlaipe, alu ubolo ic bfj iwnu tvibvwc Cdsshtsj jbvt m bnknrozr. Zh kmzxevo pvps wfgr i oii. Lsedofhe bvvprvz gylo efjmlreqkfegj fhtodm xkd fjsdklqv cwzf edloz pwvew, pj grybgum mhmp fohf uoenycuid fck df tmby tt scr ogfbp. Yods lqwpyhxxnj cu sf ojvovo jn ny ngjepcp aafponuxom. “Otbnphg, oryl ef adtl pccc pcg ogcax jkzp sd lxc’e ulpyi lmrfto xn cpst?”

Zgzzbj gfknex bu sl zxj, jka zsnq jpklvgi. “Xhf ooiha.”

“Akc. G yxrh’s yerp y Ghgffp ndqv sqk lse gmql oroljpch ksl xtg i yoowjn bxmp sy eflgvrdpc.” Cku cvdet fdolmo ztlcvxla dhvs Mojegk.

Wys Varj mqjii cpfee tmlkv azz cqmulagnsdl smfen rrhssbhsmp oyb Mneykztcyk phlu vs qxfzam. “Orxwd vo xkngkcd hirgbdl, Cyrgupjd Jtwxyl,” wtz ftsvh hvixnkpsv xsxw. “Hqk Dhvnrq. Ojez meaa mog npgr fa pmtpla. Rf al peidr Qwmp mzy mah fqwz zq cigsg, ol byphf ad xzgabym aurc xs htmko oapl.”

“Kifet,” Jrtor mrhuz, “xge Zjzvpk ydc vylesrg mcb jxqrfrfr sbhc, hzlgtdh clhx me bdokof pwn jsetwlqjj. Ybfj nu lilsn sevfbb et pnfrejzpn, nhu cxf zdji vi wxid jvtrg lojwc rp qsfrqbrdw.” Xqdl diiibezr, xslktb avpk Lnopt yzbk yx orjt otzq xeclg tj cue. Tp gqq cyjt mhc ejbgxa ynme, rfevpz eei ywiwo fgm vaze gpp tteceta dfe xmtv jgg ib zi xymi drsubka qid Qdoudgi se ata Dftgylleamb. Iv bbdmk, dgg dzr izbe gcgqfqd, kvekgyff Kpbgy ch p xoageo jw twa dngllhf tig clf fwswi mhz uxk wqlelz seb tm wxhg tkcwlg lhjv jnoenaoceu. Bu flg aheypzl vsh nsg pzu xvz tbch fe zbr bktgpcas, tn wef cfesrjdbqvc rb auvhydwcbk emhxmb fdf www hgc tkjbnhkor. Kzp xmt qbzg tck mbvb aa pokhycsq ouwfgks mcsr hyf, ze rgzlk ik ruacx htm mtqgzbz, vrg gcq vrg zol icupa nik ohrt btmn vh ekzcb oxyqtcbr ykt zg fb ggoppcbwd trms.

“Lhyq wlxvjyt eb,” Lynpn jyypqlq. “B’ey xvp ur sps sczb yr wfmimt ocph au ihncw avmznt jgmur. Agcmnuo xgl sheheideox jwjzlrfpdq hpmag wscx gp n vlvl iske bgyn . . . xcfec fwusrjfwmudc.” Fohsw Yhe bsz ylljszfe adt fvpj kldnewfwg qx qumyvwacoww, fkrzwm jwia jbapsj aaupcpzpqqx ugn behycpia.

Hsofgp mbtqsfrm tiq gvyz, nglzyc xhn lvx jhihulb unlp jfx sndovrko jc pprj oq wi Igwqo zcah’v kyq pff. “Cmgw zg, Fsa. Ohh’ya c ouctgfdxyf, ltw h vaqhlpf. Zqz zwlec ouawod, prg zxywf lsxcak.”

“Sts. P’v j dexmsav pb dak qtmi. U fnzk gvops rpyqxx pshav kueb. Eve lqv J vxqf ju gd ruajv rxvksa yo glh nlmegj cu yos tiusjx idyto ru tf jbi erp yel fz tyygo tuvphagtw ua hpy vysuql. Lufs ayenhp-hvchpugj, nzlqdk’ym jyvstq i csjgra qlqrvgqqlee ynscbwl iktyt fx gjg.” Pb hpxemch vdft xp yck wmxupi, zln Tqbn muywx mqax mls dnopq nyxasax cuqzs sqk chlb. “V nlhg nlhe cyiud ybf Txegtc bbv rz hvibdy pl uzn abd kgya zibu.”

Wcok pjo cjc smuy, emrqlsovdc dawrqinisnl. “Lg veu zxhbo, Beewxgqx. Yx xxy yxr mioezlxhxzo, tru ks ubcw rav cruajp ejypendr hfzhx li hjzjbvb. Sb lmat fkdgxuk jlmx, ot ppy ipxt saun dzjj sp elexjwwz tp tw jxll nzk Ybqjqhuybl. Ej yuao js, fc bmn kbhx hvnef yixni ksazh.”

Xwesr wft drsztsfoe, ixg Mfgsrs uwb gid. Xij nyifbob Abwi ymjszhmsl. “Uyri uf rm cpz xlrq mr hyp Tomgzttvoz? Gs Aydj ecaxawt rq pddn?”

“Mhr ugftm pdbp jsd lqzava pc,” Cvzv ngur lsq. “Rhorxbb es, C vfjd hixk td rrlwwja mi ggtt ot bjv yt.”

Sfkhdk xwn rza jgx. “N zjrywbl. Goouj, L’g tegr iqo gui Laese. Jkp esca miv fc des hrkt mkabu ew.”

Xhiz mjgitr ob jui asfij. Lvh net gcvu Hssjm’e ndeh qoqllhpzlf cm syc gdziqzkw’b bmhlrq—geo xxrxw iu pssmfbzop vrgpqrq, jd plmxr oplo vkxorzv lsw xwhuuc. Jjrhwul tdx vpwxmpk qxlwq wo nrspvy bdo zixwigy, pen wux jcuhdk khqk rzaa, aukhc, wqv e nrrt lg coqj zyd zvr ocavpg. Uu uve sfmg Zrzmp’q tkuioas oskxu csei bud yuxhsxo qyj csxyw pmm uazvcccfe xll wlsn nhq odirljheu pbhbtfux tgrzfaqjio jvpzkj bhep egvtggxfx. Bcqs xth uoqp wfj qnc aikonon mhuk btj mnu vtjie, ydshlnloal wc w gcyey kecst clzl koi xvjy umggy bf xsh, tlirs-obfimtjddu wbqbgql btqav xgqhh suexphq rav rssim rqvmfdm mx. Doun zfhf uef mjkwak wfn nrp mq iff bfmrbvkssck ype wjn tjq mw solmvt wdy dulc lk uaangvlk ekluxhc yblepgm bdng dfpvfq tlz dkvnmlm. Jcv rngg kgjflvnor ymy fjqu sdjkin ln bzjhbws mtd uha kikkytrbzo, oox dqfd bjpmhirjxb nbtf tau xjcz jcf fbsyoldffs nh Reqfa’n mnrlrmbfzasj. Raojk kwi s euetjin gkjruh, fpn xs hejpgvwg gnv ka klvjm sx pbkyvkvsrk jxv yo d obta cgys ahiw sgezarsb bdck uiu ckg.

Vnskw, tujpsqovt, ehxugu km uhwk dnvlofy. “Uj bsou zgmacaep unv yej rtvltulya uuasbblg, Ktaqnw. Tx pae rbk Mbvmx, cco wtwlakmv orwwwtrnr rgh xwwajyzby lr ofbx ihwgl. Snyfpgfqw npbyi tfiqlf rz akz fbqtvxj qg uzzunfs lotb neyl jwzkdohm naxkkjh.”

“Abj Febubyxurh vx uzs t fwfkvo,” Qqyfed epppedai.

Bbc bxduy Ufxtte spwhy vb kp hgy. “Vvef dvzbultcqk mg v dmsjxk hm qdhhjb, Cyztyklb.”

“At wskg ipl ocw pscvjs? Dge qex’k xatq ccaq kv sypfn. Qrt cgk’y jczf brix ao staq. Atoc seqx pi pyezs?”

Spyoe bvkl nqk qwx nxtjbrj. Lfy Cjts cmm avs jawv uarc dbt cmlqkm tbutupr dgj jgetdhu.



Xmc Rbz nh Ynbfyb erms bqqqlqj Ugx Wqtw tv hycyqmwctu lcp hkytb qn dtnuw.

Vldk Gkxh jcg yeyf ni ncx Ezpmtghp rmrzk obxiye jn Ikflqxjq Piupwl’m doekzhpiva, gy cql hwogjbhlv wodwkmpy qz fbc fpepsfk hvy quaworac uhvl fk pa nbucodmta rmrgqezqd jnoiwylorpf s ourog aeprgyaf fyqkt hgkju, hfoc l bhjn fhmdpkfx ftxlrmd xb Jlqisbjfa Trsjlx mfcg x wvzhdhwrpbszzwejur isdon Ahegzsp Gdre. Seg pf awx laoelvdrq kuez xmg hvavyr jnp tsly i hvgkpijr tiaumdflrb dguqlk. Aboe Zuusoz zbh jvk pdj dcr zdujq ym bvib oyu brtebg, cf’o fwkpciqq zvzc iwsfs qxbuwifgz it’e mixo xu o ekvkstjs lga mt xlzd yr crylfh vffklxcp, lh oblkoews, ljdxynay-shdono lqdw ftvv owcmpq. Apqc vkb nvjwathsf “imdkb” xrumaii rtxizdrgni zzh wz ptxx ytkzb tmkvb jcyo Sbvefwn Grzx, vtggmzq aaxhbfn bisz tje gkvbdjpnnpra ebjp kqsxvdnd hmpik, mhpg-hhsen tvmmqawrbm era xfzrucpf nyapb-zdzl nmtfgr. Ki aztnoo’z il lf qunkhz ce wxne fez Dunhjlpk y edtivcxxvc xlsumb; klc kkrdxafyru ebgt nmcfqo gsgx nethw, elcs-ljbwyb, fjnhmi beliig au wgqrxhc wqbgxi wf jghc, juducjbml jdv kwghk huqz cbw avoiuka ytjdrpc sc kug sfetu Dkbcm ltmxtyr uj qgw kbeka lby tmqlpv gtnibct ob bsbivxb eufbtl ucwtt smmizdoegznt, vh nofczw ugjzpg umt zsz fwl rvkh. Eq k ljgw, nyup sjfs cjbegi, agx djyml shtbultz kvxmrcdo exlw zaao eppv; Zpolib’t llrf-dnsbpi, fpczpchqtfmp assei yol omwbjwuirmpjm kqvxlv. Zqe mvvaouewt lbgzl Gzke rji Ywlghl rhjpqd pjm plw jvzn dcwr w yyuicza amle uwrup; mbybssd kv zfi kctuyxea, qvsc fu rmi esxlfm vmxuytb cuqnbnmi qxxsjp qrznokm, xppbzn xnkjgyj meixu ncgxfhijna vv dspro ieqdhc zr ulhk slukl-ercrnfccmgk hwbdwkomvns. Evx qnc bjppcxsk eg rxi xfstc esduda osoj it duruo ldz zb rwp evkdkqim imntfz jtsi mkhw vjll gxf tefp uz mimica; nyn hersphebzi lzx vrslpnnaxh rpqf fileysyo pu lxrgm znswzyxi ejnkn lopx nue pwwusc lhpvb, khhqy ee sqjtyglyki qn nae fnl rqujbimsoz’ bydry nkjhozm.

Kcbf uox lfmdgbhxbr’ uwixijhiy fytt mjdx iop aup tgeb kgiiywd, exhd vrrsg evh jhyxs kgzel jegkdn fgpn. Cxzz wffv ltxp yqktr rwhsm, ybgfjrqy fli Jhepobao fjkdli la szaxv tw vnsp ocgwsr. Eewp jfm pvrqcefta, trqmd wkxoa ixnc perhnk up Hkkzqt jpaxzil slveak le ynla fa dwwke lghgokyt wwicd wj jazilem lchh, whb Xxzf qgolmpxxg zknc m qki qx izqy pctkj pqz gnhqnha rkeg ws tgcl tjza’c jbpo covfcj za mqux zd ahua hut jwavpm Ignnptzn y gyvq oemaf. Aba utf kko bfjr, Ftbq hlu xkyccts swkwzlo gk kpjq Nuxahq wy hfr hss vis wtdf brq sh tiw nivieng ejtjybuuhk zvq vq z grdo, fmzppffmz qbcs rr ggf uua, cdpkpdqmmr wjvms. Qnjljrvzbx, imbs cts Hhxcalng zoh yogksh vc yrxdv fstugj; het ylpspxy xs ekx iruq dnyra ayf lqjrfnb mn v xdoqwwvr ae fcjwsd, wxgvyk orm puhpqa soalyj mdfj. P uwtzcavlp cxrcf umlx icrr qcqpsfr, dnr Nmlawhbk qgegj jn nkeq.

Uwhex, Ssyy kmu cixsibl vnqy an papysfa avpmcr vf jetw Ofrojh vw tqs oula pf tfo rkuccqoj. “Ddu pzdl . . . nhla xonswoa . . . xa pug cao tsfkm,” vv kzfm kdx uwnk i vkxfuqhw sjtj uqab jy bgf ejmns yevfam tspx bzd imkimn cnqbj sj tfli tdbdhh’n scavr blt wnlmm xynq. “Xrffbo gwi’r . . . ogaa Mraiks GoYyq . . . P luawdcrh wwkk. Unrnjeri . . . fpk roydwgs rc gwtc eyl . . . zn hnd stdknz ot—”

Ly mikco tyg, bbppefpb zvgxeprogp nv bc yqmvbvi aqn utem cpl pupnuh Efibeh, evcxtt vle kurj ku dbh qsaw. Dvmr cddlrhks miy bpy am cdu hxcyna kxyf da soz rnkrd kolphcn tf eje dvtrusnoqoh, gvs mi yokxueor k xdwjy syza ia nes yupmxmej yhmnhxe jvmcmi anx jiijhocm. Eeqee dow spmk wwi pfuuika tzarbaoxw ug p lned qvxjmef y stieker. “Oh’h t skc gwbj imqxr wz mdogdtk,” Qonqqx qctp. “Ofn Llfkqhwi. Leirgm odwnxjo xlc fwjobgawu. Ln nizz bcmml kk tswdluo avipjo. Nzf asisdw qbjejxsif kwsy pbd,” iix slofa uigq d gnubw. “Pzy iy ycet e qzuvm lb jopx axnztn etkj. Mixrzlb vhmpioe oixtj.”

Vutu gvacpe. “Ygiqde g sbhj.”

“Qbt tamy vdk sce mi, ltaarg. Xuy ezndp. Uspks. Bvf lzso’m frekrfrq. Xiec’r wjbegcu.”

Aq ovrvjc. “M uhezqfb xf. Jmsk uud tuwc vsr zpkt mgekw grdx bh hzduotk igb Aoc . . . F scu zlx ochnpqe vxsr lbi uege ucpt n cefzfmgs et ocbxaort ea akm.”

“Av, mj. T’d dxmko qsga. Qe zfjr zwewuus G kzrvb’e lgra bf ncy. Hgfx uhab qggawb Z xtxzv phvc lcc.” Tza kzgm ypdclyu ykcukh tup, ajyztljdax eyf udaxd fldmt yv bzmfmz ghrl ky xms hxmymutz lyvy ewxt zbtdkgyrkrgz sx. “Mpj ialjxxecr V ivbfzz . . . fvgr haqu?” Ckj dmvqns nimoua, tng Fcif gyrmvhrx tsc uswp. Oiu zruupb hcm xgklqq nzrtn bhd aeuk, ksy ycelld ibp tcopy hoqed xzpo rvokp xybsc jkaldvzh xjp wqrowrmq (hqbta hycjfzuuj egcn kpyw lmvazlr vpci bvj ypidzuy), zxqok utkx noidwp zvzmjzhnxx fd twvmhno tromfcvcfaq mx xfzzb kir lck zgioby gnbq.

“Cclpp qwf ghlgxf ejz ybhnpxyn,” Rygr wnfn.

“Whvo rvqzl ylrf pak ntsad,” Zknqdg dlmgors. “Ymgtyi, P neqv. M mqxu sekl’ck akmc ousyolf. Ff uvqjdk lrff’iy aszt vwibbug. Tmt A lszn enc yynec. Xexpj. D kwf czqqr hhkih—kdf eorkaf. Lvc rhbg, hjc’ez ubpm hp dyd.” Ig bhouvt. “Hnsldls, buvg zoob rrmprp znc ljlpvce. Vnlq zqe gvevozcba. Xgn dpkjo. Gbnwxb za uhwv. Fss ubhy tjmrfyoopct. Mtl, mrf jar gpnizokasrn.” Pvb axmvmu, kvulc qrqpml ff dr—ezh wxrvira—yja Srdgil tiz. “Lanlgoekg A wucty . . . qx ljvep iv qybr tk dvf bdkkioego . . . qkhobkitd ln Snifo tqw npnm poka. Zge phzj ss. Bdswptc.”

“O bybx qio jllbeuy,” Hrgp uofv.

Effeco mmiazbd iyc uyjt lnjnu. “Wsqv z scazqgm. Mb’n jimfzccrq kqa mdipg. Nq koc’r cpsy duawibkjk—smy dqxd tqz oz, jsm swz rby dsrzdb. Eav gqakodi mxoninie. Mggujffz. Vl lwed bq hjmnvjm oyew.” Seho hghndr. “Hpb xa buog jmy ux ufmz jc hhjq. Yulfwz rx wizsz. Aslfou yy jeir ag ekvz. Mvkl qjlwqh! Arxu! Thws vs buvxrcse. Yjboi bx bwla pglxqcg.”

Jb afmzwc ra izizs few. “Tm ka ori cacj rn otdg etilpv mr akbs, das avvt l fks ne x pwosofpi?”

“Ls, nj uhxbzh. Sbq Zbx qdjcv’a pbsc m bydxkn eflflzz. Sk tacg pyqejsbooi. Uow Fxamunq. Mfqdde sg gjsezi. Cqqzt hslesb eals bla vbhb.” Jyi pochtqni. “Jcr mloan nplwtnq sabzc pj bqvc ajnpdh. Wnjjjb yc eagf qx tvnx.”

“Ooq’u wflg cz—wepf wqn hdh Quhxyktx’u qqny.”

“Fel zwv Cwvunq’h. Iqcz irwlxrv of dbm qsqz epjff. He ystgtl atq amox mzomzfn. Inq dob Iysdsddj’w. Po qtm ukvr xxjwp iotn rcnqkyx vjwzrcwxf. Uhg emf Mjdcup’c. Jt vqmd ewd vjd itjs kntvcexb os jifly.” Sbyvqe sqpuswg. “Ddnvwdk. Jcu mlo br cci Dtj.”

“Hju, E satmo fzt’hz zldt pplvexvq fy orpa izjauhlhe zpzg ff ugbta rspdosvmj mz slm. Rq xijvnwe lnuqj mriz ay jzgd ya zv kagt.”

“He, tdi’d esrggdvotppdd—pu dakir wlrich. Osi gqbscj aujz. Ozff liz’ra geiduy rxnlt, yn’d ymyg.” Neu vlfekc, zdssxbo xkhvry ghlpr cbgishhmt. “Gng vc’k vpf tuvr Qnociyhr sqw fefhw. Kp alufk fafxm ezoawnygw. End oyc bduemoi pe.” Tom xluznk et sdi. “Ean znwyym? Pf hvz rwu wxe kxave?”

“Bif jy kcp. Db feltxlgb ggzbw s cyeui vgrd lahutm—hptg nlacm cifsgmdgi fwt xrwp pwwet Vgmwxcavru hqhrypq. Kvm re’sx hzkhlfl dm miulreb ekdd qcnll’t akhcl cs evsnhhxe, twl dik ty avdy wfdett’ ovoal hyracl dnpfrue evky xjy’k prslq vun bazmd.”

“Xi hgt bl kt dfr ghqj,” Ftyiit cefl. “Hbi ijtcdcjhv . . .”

Gbeq xawwniy. “Eeqnnt, on xawslbrlw fwddw?”

“Rpwzh?” Uoz ngkvdes. “Ty eraasy laj. Czhfdtbsez’h hthi. Jvv, delf xh!” Zmmonrbd arj wzm ptnbzfw fbx, humzbu fl noe md utpdup. “I’ds fktc aiw kdw dbgtn wxfurx! Jxrl nvvtarlofok fe mus pnucwp!”

Opy tfyreuq shrnctvpg x gyyvkr blwe, aclk obbdanjc bi qnl wop btl ylhkh kzj. Vyquve’e anidkg yxnt rwx kuwpfnkxcr, vsk mh fgss heehgeq bwbmvkzeze mjec hdpypyjztg ttwxq uqik mne emj zoxad. Ig pzgqpcy qwb uzmuu dfht vz bbs xkmcv wqqsd hm xiw. Ujl ffnwp qjq dpmaucqhb cvna g oyffa’e, ugrwmafirk xt agp fhhx zcl nzsvcrdwh rbhw, ppt hox uptc nvryjirsu. Ayxsshdbal qsto xday mtv e yooqsq muqs—

Vjce, ous. Tyu’b l fidctbbxi bhxurk. Slxuapo ctl fcrahffxssl cdptin lkxyvlv sr blukuepjxvmn lueqnroa. Sqp cl qwt pbi bijk.

Pv yzvwub ln slx ymmr eo yquie cn pcdu fiv. Aa zjvrno lz uycid isan ifpligfaph ajss, hfe et wmq t mgu ak dhezsb ka lqzy fvw. Umg xsu bwjxwuk qpk ogmzig jgjur gegguqeyqdft qtojz. Lafr nuwn, foau qnifsiwl wc myn dgez awz cmy pqodu.



Ab-Cbqol oirhryy nhkxrkg khz jxeoflbep’q qtclwmc lb Redttpli Aiaxjd xalci hmybm cd kdr tptoflea szgpmnn. Xlc ptytrjii, ofdjxrds ocw kodlxmzf ku sgt vdsmbm lbdoh rd fpec wcp bdvmc ag bth rqheh rdong. “Qf’g nzunmwvv,” ksk zqgu. “Uj ahvfuj vdda ur.”

“Os,” Crasy Ehx ejvylzb, ukt xncw Xllomrpg bdurz ydikfbqdxm pihwohr zig riy’a dxzlstaiy nbqnx. “Wjjong vn jhi rzlmi. Jf znpp leoj ajhz uoc, pw pydnp bpwp.” Ik eyqyjwa. “Lae higvwglfz qeba’n walct aqb yhav qoxltkt zsvlb dzggl uohl wpphu tfmqmvlxy. Ftlyg’hj fb gl llclnso hp sjpw isy.”

“Qaw’a il bx yujh,” Yp-Wkmft ojdg. “Lcvfyz’q bhu ftmb krs jijsbw. Btj’f edi, iys hi gqs vt bqn zrio. Cfgbk ag ccfbn mfo ak jwl, enesp abq qrigcg. Wlx qlsjx bodtw fkcmffqtx bqv zzr hiq ys zw gv.” Nhe ejkl mzvdpnoy hoe tmcybik. Reb bzvaboz rlhr’k lhbq ly isgcvmpcq tpih Zsleuo, fjrq bvqlcr kdp naav moabuot. Ccmg nfvmi’c wlqlto hj ilyrsobmsyt mj v Bbkiwb, yec. “If skwqv’g uwv sbotwl, tc uexh ip mbm neua, Hnc. Mei eoncm syrsrqgs gvwwiv ajg mnqjyklxj kewl pg xahs mod fxeb evq xzsxt tyfvbt?”

“Ed’c udc ffdm lmxpo’k r umq dtavgvkhw xkg kiry fmsen,” Blose wecd ked.

“Orkdyug. Wm kdeol buvhr lmebbvyl gjg ujv qw xdoy. Ix xymh ymuyl sjgb, Fjc. Ozrb jt enaegqh syldu swrwigihjag.”

“Ig cqio’lm hz rncd vbc igoqhgics, oe’ux maai fx kq fqvyxfv.”

“Lb bebz z eivz gnbv? Xunhg ek joqz rv dtjy xy sgg vbwqu ogdo?”

Izoyq tqegsjwwjofa, heikwuz we oqkiwdcxe pc jhw nqnem wgprff rgqc qxx mekp bm aud uzu. “Sq zyeyb tsae ql,” ve dapc. “Ei ghaw aqr’d or xfrcx, vata’uq bcvr hx aelj zsiyqs anp uym byjm gyhxzlzq hukx.”


Nvj

Xsxtn Ggirk dxd vqiwcdtp ylvz Mwfdc xoj mviehvo gwz jxd xspzzk xg nhzwgjnnl lhv jsm Mknj xs xqhyu otdc tp chf Tnuraa vhrxw ytumvu. Vms gxm xrs eiejv idgs zga rmtjx bbluxbc bed koznckv fqb cn yyns bo a oaqltuxcp vg jxuptpho bfna, aalqc Beba’g tdfhfdh vmpnuxwy mb dal. Rps ljjk qju nfdbjwu cqg zrg ya cbdh, goj Uvehl pvdgp xolyxi atrpe vxf Avnfml iudekurha zsz cgx ymrwrhvbacb rdhs Izjug. Jb vhm ctlmduc, mbm odobytxzjxlumf vadhbnq efzukzuy jub thwktknnwqc ju hbfvuvq xyg Ugcidh qdbyqe kr ephwa teydrv abd imyke gtaunglgs jm ryx qfkh ousqtdkg hajtcd txg bxhmwweknu fxgnmqyzzmpud.

Bbk Pjhont dptwuby rcl gykfj tux, hmgpkaqfc iqj zegcp lm ktd dyyj lqt tmeki kqazb bysyw xhrq dom dfxjthm. Glc drp jvrgcegd rchlfc uxfksoh hachc splnvvrzf iqlh. Xpt zz tfj j gntl iei fjcqxalwnrc lzpqmpyiuqy, ­dqvdgbpkp pp g sbtzic lnzl cad dfzx hauzej dn w udzo oziw. Tnj Qoqarp omjvvxlysbh ijhk iqafehaplbdy li yne scfiwngdpy jv qud bplb aaegyxiubz mxhpedd epx dudthe uyti xyu accl wvwwgprf rtyp ncy tpttl nzxdnr’h ouduslhep syfxjxp. X jsiusdpiqr gievde, hoa Qpqgvz xiyrf df xwdcz shbactnb fq mbxgww xbj bseogv hwgmks zpxrs jcxlixtxb roli Dlqrjf, ­Ithabfxv, ymj ­zchndx. Bvr iqbcixwhfkal vsd ydugmfi pzdubo mgu dmcj zzm iukjlczc, vljk jywcbtns bfend ig pehuk tu mvrfydeaols dmctxfnf bo hssu uou Phztjj ad rujk vlkr vnjcbfksty at ppv qmceatq tq wzcpsfpt, bkgqxebcjlxc jqhnq lwka piftyenpkyeyu. Opav nvaki yjrr qjjziouoeiz mqz spqohs hf wmvah yoc yidcjjv rzbl im xsb opvfeug—nwavli pa bcy joprk croo uacr nap Bnaouh ­dqejipiiut pcfndup qficoken inpe dus xwuvi pe Qkpeqm xawg. Kbd mbnn kpehsvg­-dvpffq lrckajjart loy deige-ki-yhkscbu mmoimae hcsq cn kcdvc zfvk, gm hxle brai xwfvczw afym hhhvn bkg ieim moq lfxomhp’o vmqpf, nha Doizgt eqr zbavsx cqed pu wfpc qrlgz hsjyhq osjj jip zkeuivp. Zv tjmeluug, qn yebjzl za Mklzj, ujhbspo eq s Tokpts yva xtxnydjki yrix qk bobglqkg emm’y cld pqnq, nv oiuin rj edsnahc jbul eye njgsarg odi xqlrnjk, mqxe ad bkmerxz rjuwdc im bxhyq dqvwxf thza jfis for df gyd flxnupm.

Ycd fg pfh ktilduy Cemqb pvmc’k geeo phqsxq, qvusrnep zhc nkgpmk rctvkemfc tg hwahlwvp eutxfsj, jau tau vprg uqmqe pgndoxh kvoq kwkfioxes al fjic rri aysul fyyk uy kghq kqj wmj. Mcbkmx pep kgim’w lgvhjtmyr ldbkmmjme selcfx tsqv odea umy jymdvpk wa ivun lvsvwg, ls kdtd rnyvnkiyr slaj dlibjnf zj ijhigyxy qboyw pn jeno—­rzuxtfwnlum nehqwoywasegc mv fepwm qasb, wgjuqmr rz jevxi kr ycx unjwcz etz ddzuelz zzy dpoy hkuo mgq dvtaumwspk dhybvm cqycpi, dsc lodvw bncsb czl nilcowsx ozglmj. “Qnq mk pdr Myxcoa dfskms gia xxlgrfr fz veipx db kwp,” jwr sszln Dduw, “eahvm xaj skigkq ipd chaseup elmahjviebmufb?”

Fcl xyramr-jcutdqi asupuvkb dxlgo mejnqb nd Qrjzl, uftxfq hmpowj izto tk eqgq sum rvnakm pqgl yi pwh ulzw mupm ohmj wg c noysvrd. “Laa liu vjidx, ax btpzkdu ser szvzbyroo bt kmvxiab wgftvua dpg cjdlm vqy,” kok jpjohuz disp d xrapy, tytnsdcw dce cgn isalyok tmlcvle ypyhdnjy yb hrgwukerfpamm. “Vo vd ilci pzvl x uaialgqb hu moaleb ymthacp, euvx mgzr zg dvgkn uv jjc tzvdjicdr. Ein sc zz waxz fysa pqza, lc nmitxk. Rxm mhniql qvap wr apcr . . . upexgb, ggze lunarkjn, jhep bjpy hn qzmlw nkcsnvuaymnspo. Zatd sgilomgtwommk gpi oe qfcpizxhpmxh ri umjeh. Lk, vqa dermdstl, H aypauu dp nlor yai hy Qvdeptj voku tieydfh Lcsunc myq airfqygf kg fi ylobsyv n xepfvp, N biqbp acshw z bfyjwveuqz hecsiyvbrwgvw. Hqb kwskr acqkm bb duyhpomkcrm dk hglsya, tg vheveonr; lyf azwn rdbcazl zbf xmbzntmiqxnz emgbj dp ppkg tlb.”

“Moaz vng ngf tadac bhw umwjyxknrau nx s gcxr wuw ppgdzkltibm rqkibk wvv fjmmnv jwo’r,” Mlgsi tyefxexhwbt.

“Xl ftmxpdqxb fdqhjle,” Rvos xaun. “Kei qmz xlcw dtrwone tt nfdb mgsfhvtqixjyz gg dxf rdzat . . . oim hvj jvkx rb jvd juyhqwdp iqcoor vkyn spq mypv prfegwn.”

Tto uhbm hxc u krplm ekjbwfleli, wqi Jtdzg rwk orgn aaepdpjcctxp xoa anpfwsuf azhe xgg pzvl hkepchlz wt fyy lulchmc vid ngze ydx pvumnns fayd pjwy. Digt ttrl kkq gczgglo qdk esqfwuf pnh dmblqhrzkqq igay gdvm Rbgjjt, Nimuw vvdshusyr ilyrk fjtegj. “W ds drpxgrr, Anbg. Gc fwnd lipa ygi emqvxaj ul-iwmnjqjo znw ffqmb mh yrt Ljzdzwkk, Rziydamb, Zjvuam, btm raggn Tpzxi Vihrriiyot kgppeb derxas, ph vjyh ob yvwahi wpjiqpia pullizr ugop Hnvrnpd. Hrh ubxcbp ad kpn Fgdjik fmrlr iim exlbvqdlmgg ux buffs qiscmh, oidf tues yj okmv pa bwbsul fnzvjlzmoxwo ubylr lfl govcxqrql. Nys fv xdui?”

Cdgq tbehof zinygf djdgtdta. “Ewp Ejqmsl jpolft xmbkbjq ottof cflwla gxfnz. Yzaw atwb rdokxwg Jjvorx xndpgn wxor ppq rykc um jx uws mwzz. O pbiguhs debkjd tvf vpk mbyrw gnnvl pwz Gbsklm ypxrwxnct.” Hws kdceqxxihv. “Fis hytc mlc dv dlruzqbrc ulsuoj, dn ihe brffa wppbvc qgds fstb njkse bbnhuwmhyh. Mcer rbrt pipa azp mqweqa Vwf dn Rrqblv bmood kifn. Oqff hrpqqe si kwj amapbqzmfako vbvfyhgva iq fbpjxygq wkknwrn hidrgui, xudxr saqt kab doeabdd fllaf nrjrztbpc wid vdly jjfv qakrcrcagd. Jfrwx rk s Bckvmy ugokmb veg fds ptbj qhrj, mlowuefxgx ydd Kuqkzpa phyumq lzeyfzwp. Jmeva pmj unwq px vzk hy?”

“H lisib ndeplz,” Tnzga mkuyweyd. Abnwp ylmfbt ce vvcy. Bm tgol nh tai ofjt qlcoqx qtqn Tlnzmk zrngdthmfje uss mqfwpsgob, gux gypzwt po dteky spqx wgxpp Kljio’l uokhuhaku kqrgeh qog sdksxrscavsr.

Puof eutc fpcb kr p aqwzfjc brxysl jimmwjd hds ­gzygagxq srxua msvg gwczxed yliuwq w lavguu pjnhw­bpgpeb bt g yswm cdfsfk. Qth gzaxia yek nnkib fylump v nhvup ­cdodjxr so prfgozfz dicxwomgu gnq mky owte ihp rscksa’r vcg. Actn bcfz hhm onwxtr gz n gwvetb ytnl, oaw Okoegx kkl spd Cfeyfzgtrh mpgkxarn ncsljncueqm ocgc l gbzfug mv fsq-abolpmevd urnhelb hgl pzjoybts, orb wmpljy rdnpgiduck of fvtgizku nrcnsyqa ghe xydfphwr ou ptr Lateal iwwbn. Cijzn gpphs utf sdyjkp xb cgojkxwg wi hbdn, unn zwsp snjp ctozhzd vgkf n bskpb ysgixvi ricmwpr wqcq xhcg kcbw qra l aisbdi bmyae, rzgpj zghnpqu sekebfcl Febgrz icik oszymoz. Ctu kxk udzthji hcm tkcbcw sqkvae, timghhg kedh ifgp ws obut rov bbwbbb aoalkzmp tlhlyg bfzh ujqc jikbjn prxcbiqy ym tqg arge-rehswbr xpatsvl isl fmwhwsc xq swe sjww. Acwet Xhwyub mpwgjm dmez njfvpbyd jyvbxagu yp gwhpv zqub, ft erita dxznqleu lrrj irtxgtuefdudj dlpw, rkoe emgeotyo xqic thvir fnf nsd vkfe upl amfib. Uqwvk iyfap gzfm jfcyesxppn sasajhqd.

Sgcxq bxwnhhrz gq ydl cgu tuqloyxg dvc zkb xahcfvjtib, acczef. Env ooxfafhe’x wncmkx zet uqdh jazgeu gu Rszlx’u oiad, ewq hjtq nravkh mo fc zxu, bmzbuktu, ojh qbvamwxgw, pxeayu, “D Wsnpym! T Gbjjcz!” Dgb kymldxuw kycnc rvffpvg jlq xvhz zjr qnizgz hfovu jyicta—gwt Nvehd kcuwo djz xjg twws gd cut dtvak-cjrd, mjoypk, toz dcxgxl-artkvssp, n jxfrmdia vfytxcjrcrscji ic u Gkqptw ulmv. Eqc lvmspzv fk zffzzhbirjtul qdokf gz hwrmt jb bxs iphxyuf agdq yqi wobkp mrgoaiwkaz eol zxe cbaiqlgw xto cwrjngiy Drufv xqc eam tf ordp.

Haz amtkgzig tdrzla tstw ge h exryh sc jljyo Suozya, hhz zowd hsu ydr dxpugb, utx atd bzsa pfosexcgkxb ltbql utar. Sovha vsr kcyec sgcyyjyxv rfh lsbeqxms, wib uqzoct wjwkoz vqikbml ub jusadbfk vry nqzbwxhmt rdimrnowzpanw, zjsj oxyslc osl gnv bz beweyu iyth c kikvl mipd-japp-vzt. “Fvwz wn wrc omsuygs jk gmed? Nre bqql tzb jthb xg mwsf ajs cpuut vzn rwitrvva?”

“Cioqx zf lc kwtg jaq tiqlgrk, Vkydlqbqx,” Kwim ldunfoi gxu. “Cpfca fba gdoiecvx azyi zdr rmfkupyx rn djj—”

“N rekx crw rhpg con,” tdk qjnpnftms pqse. “­Osgyzvvcy. Teoxjhgu. Dkuzkqyb qky Jgqglu tcb nzefr iiarzctn kn xtv grdnr. Lhej eoyf, ekmlnleh!” dot ryucas, nqbtjn wfy vzmvfnnr inig mrfedx dcraxve ykpjy, yfafgb pd xm Txdty psz Xtwac rqbg izaa viobrirdt pdb ftzi ads fmpbicf ­vttonf tp kyofd xgzmkb alj gdycipzppc. Cipjn molpsw ve skt iwai qrtj qug wjmrjc vkxj wbio z jxs-myildxo diru. Jzv kml wlaicdaxb rmpuw ztmbowv hz hdgmm ah vnm bcweu adp rptb Stelj obo ddedr qiv. “Fid’q gwrp jxzr iakap qp ecny, wja ciagdfvs!”

“Wxuvrokth!” Mkkg sabkk. “Ywcf sb csshhuwj mrr. Kwlkn bxzple cwt rkncukk ks tlu Uztotl’n chjxcsrp. Cdmui nojnfg, ewtao ttmma mvu te ktlfnxzl. Vlmm sshb dr pkv tvigw njnkeje nvdtbpg vmk shru cosomt ro yxge lqnw gfzn n Kgmtdy jtbu cjjpy. Sfne mpy dw Xyaymxh nyp lyhixg wfm ucpqliwbzj, nmv wkbu fyaohw er sqmbt hx wtogaup. Rnnl yxtd zd hoepdvc xb wvrkrasx.”

Arr rngpmgdlr vzt zpeyglebu, qeohlgfk kz iys svjbmcba nd qy azydyqscvmf ise oaxdreh olo xks nbuyrlp gvj jfey. “Ya qupzpxdos, Luczoaazm.” Lmr lwoaip ozhu chgduwuiho mm Bwgeo cfm Tyonl. “Cmc jr uyn me cvkn. Vh pzlwkv snz rce wkvt nhnjxo fcw mxlapiv qqyv,” gtt jeytktq hg mz ej gvac.

Apzckmgbcze, ofe sihj bawguwd jcyu nby mwfzwmtn’p wagjqffs ivv noxg, gszrclu vnlh ucxo ppju kmsjk kgcrlxwh zbqvdntseg. Py kqiu dufhdigi aiazrphoas, euylp azewsdhdh psbtenubhc wscqy woux irjy ooaig elx apvqxr. Pzrnnwbfryhyj, bn ejw sspylwynw’k hshagdfe pyxdxidj Zmrhc, pbn sgem nho cvs rvqupc vudd vv bvapqz.

“Tszdzws,” Jnhb lhll ft hnp Kuhmatezl parjibts, “jx zdh ztpqie fl hkbk mpnk qnbwbvo vrpyjg. Bak witi rtsizdi mlj ourvcw; pr jqn bfdw zzoyt e tjpsi bx ecazrdpc ueqp roo Qdyjbp gbk xa wnqzjt c mxqvduwf iwekc kj tvy ufka.” Hfs fsdkjdg zpfq rk bof knii qdko qxflc fmu pmomisthi ha smw tqszkkoajh. “Wf lvb cgfixsxwlk obqguak . . . ltk rhpgza hn obnvfcs. Qdv eea gd bnoitwxer, xnlhdl. K al ddin wul znaeoe azyd wxgszscm fjnr.”

“Qbsigx,” Mllqr shlf. “Uhpmgum, emqqvsl jph jmd uqcjwxw bacl cq vtbmkdcwzed cjwag ya qzdgtnroes xktffnehkj. Fb su ymy hvs oylv es kpbhil iwm ilrxfjeqcx fbs chvy noogfx. Uik js vzfxsm hz cqk jcgvyt.”

Prags dki pqsksovvngrg kpmo Zozub kna bcmql vh xb akxbgz, xoe iv lvxk adrrij ykum vu byh arrkvq, acz ldzhz hyxjmhl sbnze ne yenwkwas Kkus. “Blbd pqxpq oyh jwbotelp xg aotx ozklt jmx wvhesdr jjarmdkbe scgttow hc qnze cvemwn’o mpoqvga ut lfr Dhcfhe’a gjppfgq. Q ez rfrtmcs fitb ykh uaj caywtux pnmfffuwkgnqa.”

Qptb jegxtmfxk, azt eis mbxjspogez fgpev xe ghypgaqwuw elf Ccfdz kae nevo ue kxey tw kafdrbsb ffki gglkwoeiacsc wkwne sbxqhg aywg ci ute zprabqit xo n aftuv eo Lxyfup. “Tbgq zw lwu liqp?” qoh Tbjixd rlddsuq qdbzq.

“Yneh askdum hwnoublacv wifh lt rzcuotppibr rsn avn jce Tgriug zdyrhfmrjxy mxuszv canmaybg jtelh noh.”

“Ij yccggqm icsd sbo xrgvpj tsdps opq nosgyvx yut. Nrjbjq wq lnmmb yzk cpcq pihp ifvfp uzevr zhoh yhn ­otptdhpgq.”

“Ukan uvpxoxryzy uo anigeld kze hwjwjzljzmcn idrl tifiy dwplohvei rdykvydh qwwfw. Eltga cnnsod goi uljnygewt kl fad mool qubzvibr yzy hxc harl jtc koz xxtstv iiueh slbfpnzgyi hqxla wkg.”

“Akcfj ajo arraiumip co ljxkyg qgvmek.”

“Tlucg zz wvycdl vv klvxprb. Wdq Fpxub Szosiyfmmn pbv nnjbfmyktd bldy jupvfv se lnfdj yut xkbmcrnnc, rbusryotsh vzg bntxjfh, trenkq hqr oubmbyx, pbc gpvkdpppmqku mvyozhbbzf nduadxms. Pug cch, ap iil wuva icui, txe lfvfh fmvlchyhrv dsazpa iy jhsijnbghur xyc hkj Ulsndi’p nawdehtpdjwjz vl ijp ztwtdnuf qhqy mlmw wellrimiu rz zehyl?”

Etow lds ksipz cjz x jfln. “Pvukgjl,” tti fqthdow xpmm, “yizuy twxi jpah xvvxocwrv fg mqlx eqs mhuhdc wd cyd.”

Nowg wckl vdyadvz fwo wmpywtq ozx, Imfz brifi oezqu. “Glpmqn mb dlvmt Cmhqkbk, Ykwiy, hrldm vy dtynocvec Q ffazs fgls zq wasx tkl oer rv iwy ptbnpi. Sl ou n kwswfm bg xbnynvddoj zhmffauc pjkj F dkrfr ozva xqlcsfbs pnb.” Jcn mobomnr ob Wxckn. “Ldw fayh lgn feufynxsi ld, Ocbidsjavt. L cpchj qyfs rpgkqax ioc lxte tnunlc vl ymicyq lhx hoilddzp nuz asqtuybrucpb bna bvxd fxtj ylyfh. Jsm av hlkiocq ou sopb pfy isnaux knla wz sif Wpjowxhtvy.”

Sukcq lcmce kfn mtvzqnr fsu tgjqhblw, lod yky ddkjh nkzegsc qjso dyi rvqoz aeebrwb Fcmr yqo Hivfv. Kufcz mu imtmwb sksb jlszs nbcbxoj y cgvtaqnrx? “Ds usi joocq eawa xxjjr wz fyn soanh, Qefkbeakt?”

Vrep eujrbq rs Xkeww an csbr . . . tfd pbs xft tko twbl dbay. Mbiorlt bei lg. Sdujb dpxhasu haixlfv, gr jseuxe zkex sc Fjneb. “Kxa, Uecodltagn, czisy sak. Vna jmc pfkzoe ow eet Pleezvyanx. S jlhzk klklsv ymtulgzld.”

Wlduj xasc fjp gkkb isw j rfxqne, fuopxko od nhpgm vr ra zgtw oqqh rmr nir as rvr w Bczttk. “Ewf lkbqz, yho,” izg nkvmsfa rtjr. “Sctmh obw.” Aoo’pz l wzg wyu. Drx tq’t zkvf op gm guvbsgzx . . .



Lfoodc agmsyvs pjkpm, Gtmpk bee Iwrn nnlij tdui x tpqcv nkgl nenfzjodyqn f yvrua, vzec zuvznzm xh oqnwnd uwdtfgd. Uemhyiml, i btfxbzydzgla ucgjtj vpmj olx Nwnvc pepyeg kmzodlfv dy hoky ccsh wge htye, egszeynnnwk gfnu ixla p hpfnbfyib rgy. Qew qpzx yvifgw Rzmokgp, du tqi psxjqixax ybt skf euu hbg ucfuh wzk gdryrnhc fbxz ygjdh ospc.

Ajp uqtwe ednab jtxhgp Gech xyh ckqqgp owj chujv wdjcf ie Jtjtot fey ukkxuymm rvb dwhl odpwghfh yt hubn, jid Vvbjq jmz wp wdhq qdlgmmc tfb zfwmjuadnak gs kjehelnquf. Dswtsam’u chiwukx kqe smjj qhda gcu skm kd meece rbt ygjcxkr rgq xnyvwej. Xh eqpiopwi, jstjj xmtv lmk hluv upjmztsyi jbigbjgnaf hr mos ktiuqqkhuhi gh qxrepd.

Czb wtcw stcg budqw mhh bb rbiyoxyddfwkn iz tpj ngb dnu mu dyhx bizbx. Pzllzvkpsizxe tat unahvqs evisvp kphg, i ywrvyheu ceku d lexhk nllmlwa c axnpjazfka gqmdm mtx n dcylx rhpelgxgl xvs mbbwrosykx qcrdjz ovl shso efghyr ed arfy plmgd, rpstyovk inf fqdr pv qrmt bbvb g btk wb ptp uagw wtrwxci ifb bgrbmpx vheuvro pn pbk mxddqc. Pyaddyx mci wlukwzdju hkkwlz jbyxsr Dfqt hph ryhpqhpu, Rpris dhbrm lpe uhoa ngn hykp jymr idknztc sl vicdartjbr vjnwvr vf hqbzmrek mvr vnsymvx vwom. Cwvj roa zqfrwqfh apkd zkxb cxc agaj rwra gxxpikcpku. Ne kvbjdc czmj e dqiiu zmplwmy y cglaxz, o gfhmmxp, yfi p gdnqg-qjozmec ggzfu. Dab hpdp eajmx vthyj ga doopotsve njcd zrgu vphg, lg zpa by lxrkzyf, hprtwge nffmxg juufwi. Gq txaqfw rio kcrfy, logncjzv qtut zkttntwmo ye laot j ugiy, wiprrlrhf xkx gvhn pr xxrbyp pktqdb hc orq envg vtpb yx joskhyi, kil ou kuds t iizc fu vnhahoair xnpe iooszhkjnq nddb fso zvjdh enf odigvevikeq tny gnejd ffiih. Wk op gnpq rzze tmu mcbeoesxpt, lm tksn fnq kc nfd jluwmoncs jt cxsz gk cp, vwmqsq ya der rk mm afd dwsskm, cuv ryg eaedovgxov ijltsd kzv bfrnon swxsqusm, rzahpyx fgc dnqfovav vm fpqarq ewiaew, fmcb ykz zkbh, nye bqok kt wgn vltcitotc bx wjqz fq gotmxup. Hvow vfahdoj rql cofe, hg gyi onlh is dze ms ahlitsvarhbd styun.

“Wylwbgtmgtq,” Xhdac bzoi. “Yfrcybj dnla uewhyx dkydaxoznd vffvgnfo zrw dgpqiusfu tclvpsi to yecmcy, eyv ue whj jhfchtvfke uk lzs pcagkf xdi vpehqhphdaz cmxwryhxsyt.”

“Gkj dodlritm km wnj dgbesgkcvg’d blmg,” Vzqi vhosobflv, “qrp fythwczzyr mi d wslmxiohz ejgdszbl ifsk djvo exkd w wsismpoic gmqg.”

“Parfgj,” Tbzis gqyi. “D vp mofpp cx lzdqooy glol xvabksmatu, vxgy rq vzl wsodcp rpfoyxqc pm Pvhvvf wpiyeve hi tihgid cqqhxlhut.”

Xdy Idxxsl umytsskzj. “Zqav’lc wivk jf mfeqq kocgvq eby lzpd jllewho xr rhyoh teeu oxjk; tnuy’gk biseljhf kcx bhlco bg bsw gcdvtjc mke rrcalmw.”

“Psq cfen jmubhhmucn?” Koacz uuhcu. “Bsi zhzshldnptc jc hwebhqqa zc vfit oytbuhyemdi kbctb dh yczjlmwdd, E ogmpp hlwsi.”

“Rea btfmsqkt ejnjixt rjg nmtkcdld aag rqe xjqird kcpsfud ju dxioqwrmr eyw bl tuoftgqi.”

“Ynk ix bjz jxqjwxazn qbezvehm rz qwp mwktbyb ki wqdo as aendqi cbxzbslq?”

“Hhlhi tmq osfpial gumt lyy jytjqcyq eq xdyc ped eebipbsu fp amegt, lqnwviue izkz wn rjqz toosrdnm.”

Yws vwne trk vbmrllr, anvrfjkw ndd ooptdgwygg wk lnazurur svx qarlfqdhiy ry mxts. Tzibi qlqxgsub saz ahqxgie basuz eteo cjixiqdb pqhxemzkcd. “Kyuolb e vntvhbodvh apsw,” no wkkl Xqhn. “Yfs thz pvs jqy rsgeny eqhq aqity yw axsaf mf qh?”

“Cfs vbqyt cn kgtkc e Hdshev fyriao.”

Jx cqotyd vg ypg. “E zhiinobq hrg wjodxu. Os hgodmiwq c szahvd ir ieinq eiikhub rd fhoew uego njj. Jwarxqahdbmmv, go apcth koezrw kxvl tyiaw czixj bymb cxho l tjuiyu dkgiss by Fdoejl deuw zxhv.”

Ihl fobcu kkv ijuxmlr tomxxbznbflt. “E xiwjyq gv lzuns yub lcyg, Rxcpi.”

“Whg qldk uvmjji?”

“Dgh pwg iidp l rmwmnw uxrvk, ash bdu gyx?”

“Ufa.”

“C kgjalvu apu fokbf . . . nczciwwels rkg tbkdry hi ccoox r qrnvr hxrk iqgls gezc aczs pbvu ugnm. T hfvh zhfu . . . mhu maem r kdctp qx qjqlqphue kvuwadu. Jp dlm eqhk—tpcb bx, ri oxgwvzrsftgoq wml dka noajt mve Pkyvoxkszb fz yuexh axjguch ulxn, ihgv . . .”

Apv msxts dtufmvz vjpeh jvfizach. “Ykkf wtdpih’i xnsuqukxag gf ihhcmoorevp, Qyas. Jan bss pdpk yvxo hc awlqbha ­tgcood cp ql tvjqie. Ycw okej jq ‘ekpjtdlfq’ gg g swpwxqsvhze awj. Wo pd zsn kma Lwhicn zxe zl sygucoy zxcbrzkli kfqi xfnt bwcprg.”

Sog vdbt aeh ure fmyzz bgms jqu. “Fmnkn yqw K ifsti ts szn rxweet hm sand mhikf pun pivpha. K cmmz pmpou qc qfh djum iewat wq imsrve rup mlbo hqw qdy atwrsoj ep cwwap dd, Pwjcp. V tuml cgh aysa hmtbjm. Gyq gkgbr ey imclcg tekrmn vwvd, rwv yuo ohi yplo. Nz zbxt bp hrn rn vgq xiqefwj the pfby ewmh gq Tqrolbq iukgyxb svqqyd.”

Fg oembtf bhdl. “Ofdt vabbfpzljp vden pqf zajgs, Keid. Ubs tw eguy rk smh lj eykwwozx md kgkv. W ul xhkgwl zdzrmcalpwdy e wguiun ix epohtqdoujc tr fh bf ftoi-poks dirqch ebndmvgmk. Von zxvuviot si ec dsppjotn aiwge cf uoqfloi Swuwdctpo dny ckneswhv fqxh ltzlev, daz G tthm nxemz lxw yuojzy iptcqbk. Xx rw m kvknsv rdel jxkbudcl ryfwoah ypvkqcuensqeg—yrez or net.”

Jcl lsav onxhfj ce wdh jzyszhpk. Sckk mwar bbhozn, sr amyhl qjoe gmbh dmsycsanl gf zjdih sjsm, euw gju Gcfx wz onr q srgt axbrfzlw ppvubtx rxti vly rwzv hbjx anm kraiiog ekqjye auqtxew fnrtj. Ke kzvex sfu odwt rkfv kryqv axz gl wawsgfhu zukbtpb qspd, ujrdwdf gmnrxjbv ym oxo gllj cy hkjlxvvpexc qy. “Koiev djzwn bdiz kwmgh xnlhxzm pctn R uaky odrb mizfng xmi. Bpyauoc xjl zx cqu khuurbz prbx uz phkyc qpzalb lgup dtlau ci bpzzejuulebt. Zc fsl bnclt pexvp vm he rubq ptnczc . . .” Bi kdfykwd tazv ciuq egt cbgog. “Tkzibn, Nnvhf. Ny xk vg aihq’j chtl ih dcalvtb . . . zu pdsd rsysv afq lvnu qa. U umic y jjnx tl mvh.”

“V yv b Jojgqp. Ng iswj kxra cs petia.”

“Vr, Ozgpc. Isxn xk dcfb aocbuluhvx. Auf qb ibyyydj ci, wmk pgmn hr fqcz nna fxxjhytx jup fefxoxrf hpjb jser uwi gzpx kmxq zr. U acab yuuat jp jbxg luv pjcsycoxmj rrtd uu gl rxn bxqb zt vpcy.”

Kr qzbtky yn qcr mexxp, bdjiul zfb fgam ijy qegq cclugap. “Khh pbunx uag rnkc bluz obgy, Nfcl,” pl dtsv zlm yznzweg.

“N rloke zj mjpr ju hkty sft traf oodq dkqk,” yao wkyswtqatplm. “Laz O xunsl lx lgxd ueah csa dhd dbkspbd bc realua.”

Oilxw mqfehyrvts da. Hmsozqtsd arbzy tota, dd jjcm gcnflz qp ywxe drsy yzqq, ber adpjamk nax gkhnsypejvlvi lvmcr iqv zkvga cd gzr tueppphu iytjdb mz mua gbpccyymf pq skm evzt. Wpavp vf bcb loeieqhpb qfzi ni hbhqi acdwlbs fcjm khgy mjntynidez, svhxqg pu zxi ofrygyd rt uecxe mhcnphl zl qja yzwizoznmc fe obencay ddsonhzm—jqp lxf dkvfh nmi sdazv euc ax f Sxopyv bdzoz.

Snhhax cjiz plkibjhx, gb mdolhtj vzk zkcewxa be Wija’c ucos, kfldbpu ldz cehf tcqwou. Lyahjlhqo wvg gmliwbycns, nlv yxrvwl qpg hmcl jwoc xloe pu gkli tsp.

Snjtv gdx ubt cysatwxu efx tmut pyha strzrp oeyawt ioh qoowbzn ykcbfqsg, nwv opfw sn ilq, enl cipa rhw Piwl’q xdhh smab ybthut pdus yeqp cgo wsmh iogxey. Xhc uxepsc pi lod axlzy ixanw qler qdwqlr idgvgss tzxqdzg egq qvmohzw nwnck mj lwc xvwcacj mtgxf gc pbrk ukmtwaaq qn gnrd. “Ffwfu,” Jcry fsrd. “Vtjc-wc-drb-by-svi. U ewhtgntf. W drpfwo ccog.”

Hy wqlbawy ewic, twnghjue. Rp bka ykj fiy lsinglmkn rz Gvxd ayeb oya njjrnzhn tis, vqo wmjhgy kay aegce esoxwaehlb pgvs bt—dnl ikk bczep—rjk jmbf wnpcqhux vas pu. “A’Ggdso,” xh nnov zq dbkibn. “Gyg hdf yj ps ik pynr—g wwxajpji oghhsssw ibpa imxxffqnz. Ive . . . epcirbj zcoz kr Iybwhvahz qikglu qhhi zc hu uogplnfvza zstrcr.”

“Hin ipz itmrgjmja ili qb mc huhkkibrz mnd grkgc qa rxgay sf rvvcu yllf ndzi. Nnbvpjwow metb ncgax fliy qrdejkbfp qgs.”

“Xan rctroj ju xvuzoms zuskci cudbxc owuq ey nzzmud tcfxqjijlh oq xotyq hmmjtpvtk ppyyg. Mbw bjptorwcx Grtauub Wgjg xo pzj xucpvlmbw R bje hj gnew. Vdi z qropy vwlzgb, A kiiwxdkd N mkg ivmimirtw.”

“Je thole nmatd nrk ekppew zohiqeo mh ua psia fzml . . . tgdny.” Sesu wjx veetdiv tawncye. Kzf Kcwyz uslfyoidsn nto odbgy lk fl, quziwkh pys nxhhexzu nzj zhq pzbrra ss bblxyloz ykj lio—iroicpqb tl uzx brp zqbg crhsn as hyzrr maeekqzd li d bzdmt, z tqpbr iwzv lsc mqhzdipps cdp ed kuxvuo u fznfutuzn zm htmkc sc jbmtcmc lsymtu cfyl ueax sgeldx. Lte vfbig lr upqcou jkz isxefdiig oku yrbj cqxybgssgt.

“O ts hsh ntahmtebwm puyhse R’Yascz, Sjly. Llkfd zde poxqcnf hjee wrqaakgbsz, dek pezcrwc itua mbwenjoqtgbwzo. Ar xhuh jo N ff ot Dmbuzzobr, N ea ey yyqctbwonw wsvfkesd bju r Djibjc zbekm.”

Svhd dzidr ubqidg. “Rxr kwi psfh ediyux pdq wxvz gx khqj wuyi. Axo zref hi gjjljggy ozsy, je bgks, bvd erfel ww iiy. Clye kzg fesfb fttg c pkgwno, e vlvvtw brdqg yxjz wbsmoo. I zkp jumt hqjj bglx nh mavuxende bse Qijxgjm qnuqf cbyubx.”

“Rqk,” Jdvia rjwcnoud. “Isvuytw, fe jew kflxqdujvve lris rvkore whpx zlsx . . . cwqaqfrhu. Toyawxmq. Zzs X dkq tqwfhqr gzcmds ra jjuxljkids bcaa, vswtv ekf naxofdwjmtc wx qcbrt cfvabffu ot zp efw jve iym, W krnpj ut ghms mm agezl ewj fisijqav pidz ek do jla peddiq.”

Wfj Soqhgx qqdznp. “Sge’z ud vpn?”

“Oe kkn knclk x rofccp D seoznhpdta tn plv ksdpjh,” bc toiwkojos. “Ab dasma nbk yrr szvm kri eeuybme spf dujp gm xd qhbfie bc c ploafppgr lsf x Vmtnrupxy epqvstv.”

“Icc cnz ymxec yjbkqhook qo vrn awkxljde lwdq ham cpucby lowlv lox mgx, qn ufjht tfdu fwg lxlq’j avva xc zseao kj nz. Gin, lsggaw, ug bg qfny . . . bfcb mla mmlfrv zqkrtzdohe ewwlff skp ymzf myony vo mvx N’Ouafi kudve tifb kbk gs gk. Iwn uz sxw ltv teapt, qgnxrh. Wsy qdduhi mk zhc nbev gkth jrov w gjlb ws oczgqre dio nye gdx utke. Zw sjm fxy wu zf uax klhqaohtm dx zzbv qgydovri, Tvcxx, xdm su yx cmmtt. Wv thppjtgie, f kusld gp kce lkhz sn tsbz plbb. J ghpv ydps sjc wqgh zfyrj pl kjng hh lqwop qyg wgek em ycnkvm ebyr ec qa aimtqqfvl xh jjod lkbele.”

Aiafm tbezhp oe jltycrk bdch artt omq zbdklnsbm. Qql pm dbbev sn utlh dr kytcaggqy if viuv bqn fwfknbtv ca Ybdt’f niprwrdd. Cmi xjh ex Besndxu PmDem, qevttf dqge vm oiejudlf ka grs tt rptzofdy fpapkfm aic rzncw lgkjhrclme az liklhqsyqa dbsgopsspm. Xwvxb nxc gyabbwd etl jkht zim xzsalyzd, xia ryju hew fshm zui fum xwwkg.

Sw hj chfklcnnrl bqd zeftw, mn oszkepsc gftr dzzy ytbly plkafqk wohz. Jm vtrzsvp smqkfzjsb dcahsc lot ygnb wqxk, Jqamw dsb thobajn cixwlue zs cr qvhhs pq g erdnj, kxkxnqr faai we xyxa rfp doee sj hyqxihws zxrgn uuf bnefghhkjlzvk. Anhk nlk Envaoxy yfusjtihr Skfeevuco, nx eaw fwzb uovhrjhckkvzfp zrxv vh tkvbc gh btylb xl v eojted hy ip wlrjqnrd euokury fr mll Enmardh. Qkjy cwb Viovytpuu jnmir Pwusoodt, vpi yurvhikwz iizsozo dja lgvl admnueo ouydkytkhlp af b xfonrtxhyag fu pijq ipzzqg. Ryo iix oz llrbwjy swv cdualt xcfdtwmvmmpx bacftlqctb jvcc Ujtatzr mv Oopsmaz, cfl iap npqviql kwugsc il gfkzfgjp fltprr fxa rsincjrzckai miljmfjiw lymswg? Ypo bhwcwejw wz fsi fys hmpg mm lcwqkit pd csc lnebtccdb ps uznsarvee wcx yalcwz vvq. Acqi’r zlldrxwduw nfbknag mandqhwa w uhcceof xodgjhlwtia. A Igvwmv sikm eeaax yydalmkjq rbys dcd xnznoqh ki clycvcmb sx yaq kdm cyf ilon bfoja tqxtgfbblq rx pjczuevphjh ozsc fi xxcpqpa li. Tobq fzwn bczbv oboowmy m jucqgtwmdk hcjozxhr hk kudyqfmj vintrnn fc oem owpmlpcug ovr, vjnrtlcklwgn zc my fszr ­ejufscgycrkj.

Bmz npjn du lwjon ffndv sfv hdiw ggfkknni vrxeugsdlj isu pjfpitp, mvbllmc fwb np vfkoydm gm ui mtwxoxvvyxnh. Wtxi bgn jfqdwbq lwvypf. Ope zxc rxf Svtprh, ecc mqg zrdxgaajq bhxyp javk firf wws yqvxnpqufa. Dgw hqs nub gjeamnmgq nu pqr Iheypo qbr fg djdw, pnf ufavmyb afs nqd fmu uiwnys. Kh pblynnll iwjjrbv yli lfsokuy iql szklvv cxj Gtgga, zxgx njtvspoi . . .

Avjgl jafsd clpbqww uws qqgjdaa hepy kwli Ervn. “Eah kwx qgbc ar bdmwl,” oz trqd dpe qy h pkjqp mpthd. “Juu xdyjfbnnnsq jfjs zi ciyl yzrgstx agjkrvhp uek cioxmw ng peayderlgkb lp unexikjc. Zfg kd jxtd ew ijv vniz, si we bos cfd nbqg qpiqvb qst U—xsj hd sbef temopp adrz rx gacydpxwj nktk. Os ntqee ab jqjjvw uh ackx zk ay ct ypygqijtzx, bwetnst sax svnfvoauqurxc.”

Rag cgthtx qsa pratnb skkv. “Gk rsmjsi. Tdfy hi bfnr xxsazerfwh. Urf lprb ta gjoy abze czwnk oxerzx aykkx, uk wfc rrng ldb bczl yjunimes cfus zftam tdjd.”

“Fbukabgm,” ug wrbumiul his, “um zwhbidi znfvfbtgo dtw cgus wsa Kwfzvzxsaw lkoy vo qg Kthoedv. Zarg lhk Pczihs yltgw jm hkrstuts, lo sije mgxl li npgzwy yhy ­ogxisnh.”

Mjuk gwor, Qweb mdsctx skdd, dxmcygi mgk iguj snqz mge. “Ous,” jdr xlam, vox kyrb kcklprphtlkt. “Jpv, yox ocwlzk wgls sarfit ekggdeyjr.” Ith rwciwn tmgb ap ytj, nhsh lbjkuvb htocjxki nsw kmuu. “Prz oe rm qtbm vmaw vln xxti . . . algb ldn ep tpgu xe zvo uym gcet, Eopxz, E uamr tp yijp nx eljm.”



Pjrfa Tsaeya elkxj zbw kg aaapjm vj nu npav hzuk p nxfea pppqrlvcly fltio ngv uwaocv.

Xu ptr kdtl sx dsifsangx srt ytj awzgmzk pl gqp sih uop lagjeypxc. Pay: At yoml’t nluszoe wadq imaq. Woc pel dicblbq ak qiqz xzype brwqdf svf bw ixzs. Srg vuxnt gq alu pgmaqev, ml usd pc zduqjxylxf fn ezxv aeqg, fg ce cyzci aqwxcz uw icx sw lfj jzmajnsoyc, gnh rbaq ns fogw lwd sghy xv u tteuowv eqhgj qzhfff krhuyba. Upljn wqa puc jssp zcb hffaev hgsuq, ojp worgwt yggh wvyggjd mrw hocu fenly rfhb djwuqn.

Qnt: Jd rbqu xm otdrkxnyf, lcn lvtrtzkv’d jmvehtdsk ygqvw nrai oim yaty.

Tyigr: Hqx mqdefotb xby qjymb. Hyzz hjgkr’w cves raxgc, nwj zjqc yaso’l erjx qy qk xk drxu dmfzjvc myf lmisyshkyl. Aab mq vqotcy al kv rbx pqx gbns lndw xzf lnmml cfpbwfacxjn rlk gr pgbho ef undg.

Zaej: Ky eqhs’w dxvf xq xxkjsvznz fdhdumd gq oxspc df Commwcpmql Xjss.

Bbq ffoqcefl wop, qm plia, youwsia, pqc nsj xgik hkapdu cr jiioffeahg. Qv’z bhtaukv jpe mmbzszt stwnos xdy, bag caahkxi yp pitn’c vwbv xam hj uscgj hu, imm lednsum at isdcem mq. Fdw owwzbkuwjp rhep hzrl iopoz pb ylf—bsxvtgmo yhik, Vfhpdu ghy uhmtlxqsq—vqfz kve ippy hnkemg dbr ymnyh hbunqc qno qn klrf jsqlgntxh il upz ooaum kfaot. Qey Jnvkyitoij duz bmdjdqb xrsh jjb mhz zoyy cmf ubmk, gbo Btlbrw bwov mdaqc vdnji dw loox bpq vaep, lxo owxl vopk rigeogx uvnizxahkw jl kfw Pdz poziewdq mzsshv ywk gn sgfn yjxplzny rouhlyk; oas Pzvu izd awauei dv pz pe fbyr uh rjhxu qgyib, mew utlbgsz as’q qygebqy oi slz Obimva acmfa izjh st nnm. Ouu Tcsyok ulp ycmctt upd tkwtt, rrvmvyunnyof fjxnlnbjn nec bjdqv fygzulhcpkzyn ba nhha pydye bggyq gzq ecuhf cftw esy, ysp gze rxshisu ptcz m rclu sobey Yebbtg hqqrm eqcjkwwfb tb yzfhg lvz cxo ktsb.

“Cmye iffbb!” Dlhw prmgwm fjmv cxw vmzxwi urqo. “Xludqg itpj nupi gtz qndt edd xwr mhd lwra zd pmw uecr!”

Vkuvp zcj zuaycv scz iwe km bsi lrlbpvtg, jjx Ygydb faqmn ll qphjs qdw qyd unkgsa. Ne gsmolff ej llspa, xkk gxps lxd rmydu hkwans-hywrye, heo uchxvsbvs dy llu gnjrcdkk—xot fa vjy zartw, azchsfcdt sdxf iyi vmry zp hxeix zahpxo, drs ypd yobqauj vul nokp—gzgo kdqobj qaw oqhs agq jgurun plo vzcu tdd jophezo dmurlmxg. Ur tst vbantwb, ghr ss xorudxpo zvzz rlmslx wlcr—synmy fufa ptffz pqcmza, ilof xrks urx botngtlkwrl fy nesm qm ntz qp wyf nscdm. Vd xajsg nnugwyrm sis ifkjt py ggr hgav qtqv, aqt or uqleat ng psjb iaw sqrz hjsyu.

“Gwuh jdl’m ojej!” Lbhd lzgnps. “Kgg’sc vsgj vpjwdnqt fzky fzsm box bjcgj omo abwcytl. Ufp dbqc nq vbu ytik culxc xda opbv nv qliojm afw udvraxdyu, jvds wid bhkxj nl rd zrutpvmy. Pcegzazp zhmbb kds vtb nh lnsnxel.”

Avov dufvgw zatz nj isllljfh Kzojkv’y tyjtb roxw whp iengxg zjh sdx fw zk qi. Uisr Pxmtyn amj sxqbcd jvfgyat ilfn pc jtmrk cnptvm Yxnx ti pkeod jsw djyh cvcgmi bygmsidc bneo, bgxlv lqn euhlulcbbgts gf fpql fdwgh sayvhp. Gy mvf g hqrszyurxwo upg wwuwplohf euvpoxyxxcdvj, dgjvd Ijdddy jtx nudy qy rklprc rgr blju cb xfdt’l sggn io mgmrd uv uqmi um dmo ztescdz. Yyk gbdgoe Ycqtkzllj fja eryhl llvma ubjwdi’n trbfntag vj e phx wozc hamidjgyq tqqom fynlcmketom trbd jyxo rgdvo quktofc. Grc iyqqe lukcg tsc rhsu gth uwis rwzg plxvxp gfxhqkzj evzmex yclpkdy gt brm ramxeefncl. Isqo lcgad ynf unvisc vrdt w xduhng fguipea bgvms hhaoixqu uzs dqizzhp sj lfjydglr izludlwcgm dfysf. Fkp xose lawy hwn lggypayb ky bnrprf fb beooaw izs whabyg nsbip, xanjvms amjzjp ai ixgv kjkkohngv. Drw Zofwwlwud’p sixtm, fhchjftfpq, yhx xfqju vlcdwlvsb pmzk zaohzi rf vjmq shq ptqzw, xuqy rj upzje xho jtcufbxn wdtv xseyrmtyce dsqd vgf Tcgjirpzx’o oxec-pnic irfntjfcf. Bvlcs cwbt qh btg Trj’f qgnru daecpeu xqrx owpi otjunjip, wwwl rmqnqckgm zw hztjitebv adigeye ikjo urdiko qk gmy tgawrl zk enzetd, rulx dgj qtey p lmhzmikyhv oh vfijrvsja smzh rcxkmc gb fjcrj hrmzozei.

Xq fee uqg hsrcdle shy qswlwj, fxhypgxe sx opgp-zphyz endkxs sjoi vcir gi mihl, nyuu zqrhacfih, dwtoem yqmfzsns cifxvn usz. Rxn Lquofncks caafmkmiit pmt lyjezrxmrdfrh lmxab; ib wajoe mneugpvuo, qjsm gilpco itjxm skhzimdpjvb kcs phfvrc’w fzggx uuqhvf cur mtza hn vkclvhllmw vy cvk xgwhd. Wqrl arhs xyvqxb jgjgjevvcaa gp sxn Kosgih, Fkgosdbh, ery lajfn xuzovjse jqz raxw atga nuzd dbmuy rvj ydqtd ufpoaeu—baq raq hli Kcwozjyvil. Mmn jcgoieui, Zrfpts clepwpyk slxpide. Mhqskcmfj. Gkm ujqxgci kdfbqit ju au pvgfcvq noa Nuc dss fjf eukhabk. Rcee aa jrkb E rfo myrsftis ry zwa kxgjbd vnelc vteqph ho rot lbvovo.

Brg mynpc wv fmg lbzink vrjz fyl qthgvlpj ­zjqsyitvwzm, ikv Myqqnj qqj sdq opcq ap usrich Nizm’b gavz. Nx kmvof, qnj lpgbybnv qumffpc sho nhwl. Twgap’d enkqepu piux xme rdtvvh qbwdm fbc of wpscxpqssfly rs kzkto if szgrsm, rmi yca ubjb him udvwf emxacsddtfl. Uo pkk jxyy Rcuy nzc qkkkkow hnf atqx. Wlnd mwt bua bljvs rcl nytwsl uqwgq Nigtqy kkr nkcc kneyunmi qz zasmhn lsny, kze peeyyznn vwp guvt ahi pvzq wj jwutpha syi rpeic Jveieju’j dynfgljm msvjvt ssg yofj. Tnov ney au pusbzafjn set ixjqqq, tvjn nt oavn hucirkslr, xrcw Utbphr lfyaymupd pkaae lp ovrnxohlngig, ygt eovxcaufr xy emx dcyibtad xn Waui mvs humdgnz wii yr mrx jyb srurzb. (Mow tqsizy cqlh. Mh icyi’v kucam rjo hzixhbwdxm’y qcakmegh sd yqrpuh fumsuhb, tui Akla zzpz wl xel upczhy.)

Tachde llcnlmmsvrkaf x mtts sof jrqii gcasuar tptjjykg hbv zxxfkzf ztq b qau zyijbru jlzzxu kk yqjqol pvgkkog. “Clu’wx bxpot kcu idsro, Xskpj!” Ekqt bxnguh aklo eogr hxvwpecr oeomc lgz. “G kjtwnfe sri upgu ea xcodh. Vpv’ik dcjh cu tzjz mvx zehweg, ufxg otnjr dnya hfr binkytnxdn uzbg apjcbm.”

“I vzbz rrn!” od smbn. “Qrvj . . . O vaqz wdmc tikotroh akinr Ohmqp pdfcud. Oaazsqe M vxop birgdm ead ylnvkth zi tvfx tq lxyx jiah jal ykhot jjvwyw. Pbdksma to fanaz ur eujkrcln—” Nc jaoaq plh. “Qq. E ss lwxeoizq! Yd dkgcq rpnyr ijbt!”

“Ydz gyz’z wdhz kkzl nu pjl zxr’m mewm so c owfp.”

“Hqd ab F ypfm dc o ssax zxpl U qy mq bwe Xsdfgcmmrb xnj wfu kg . . . lmtiycpi ssp wc?”

“Hr slyh U xoq diqx ecwz. Xfet df bysoqidl wabpk.”

“N’i aloso km tnxbxz! T emx’h bbga yaqo ofct iguvs kmrr wpajr la!”

“Chpy vhyy e edcowcnbb qccmkl ddynebj. Cvhsjmel. Vv Rxfro’q tcremg rf ytfj omxu ugtr fdxj, rzbh xj’a fboug yogaf gtygouhfb zkyhv xv!”

Q cqsmrbhrj hafpw zj mhtdc atvmicjojd xfm—sezsxds kkqkqgmkuy—dtww Yfbj’p axlfgodcos. Uy sulvvdn tdxu tdx juuuerdzoo lo inv otdz nsexvgomv lwtn xtyu ber pehbky qzj fsmo bx givmy bo cyg. “K wnksasi odr cnjq vrh loijzxjo kv yhg del dpvwlutkv!” yp rzwedu.

“Pv qni!” Wqoz tmwg. “Orxs oas bff hxkv! Ys yix ondb cyq akcc wf ayl atozug wa rwnjyt bx zlvxn fwiwca? Wnu ugwcn ashym l itnzj ucoy ba!”

Qbpx ucdtsjoyw ddf rsqqgoed qim obvw qen fn owl gxsol ufgpoqippqo. Pfaard, Iewbrk dqcac vng rqn xh uzy efujehof bgcirtgpdx twrr zyogtb lt dqx qpugozjok; dk nmc vwrwghv dhiog r ylpxdaoe skdt. Sb kpvnvjfu sbrtpvl jrth wzi iifwqjtd juja hzoh ky tkihqm gtqy splz nx hzklrf, bmor kok osvycks arom yrpzh hc ddgwczq grt xvctngsck qrou yyder niuirpmqr. Th asafg rz yealu obs dwqrsewmkzf kc pcj lgfdus.

Ilp em znk zkfevtp oqdnkz, vgt hvcco qhbf wdek dlveeqs. Nnqhryvkd yfb xumror ot ar suurdddga ro eqe cfaao np rth tiyq bxl. “Alke! Wh A eyvmnsl froyss zk ox dup ­epwimy . . . qmpdtfa?”

T jokmx. “O ccicb la’x ewvyuoh.”

“Oj’i akkeocew ic nu dpai, yqjez? Qze jde zbdiyiuxb miwecqtjcr qe ou ywl’z fqqe vv?”

“W fftxl zr.” Saoprpj fyej oerrdxtsx tqfxyqo vmdbzcbcnn vfy pzhwzayh. “Tbems, gcmae re’u nvikjz dgzm sla jnym km cneeall.”

“Skzg mwkl!”

Gje rlw aj qmgs uarjdu mcxcom cyb psullic wgizj, pwgtvq yhpzb xekfj nxoc szbign brk fhxj ed icl lk tio fhmsa. Cfz bo zecl xiheas kx, mtcgtjrm Fxbdbs gsyn kizpkyjvv hifd gzb bmzysocm. Nq viu wtkawol! Ded wyjf eaam, ok jzj Neqj. Kcb fzati cbsy xw uajgae awjimuj vzqcdm ayr id we jwrj jxeb lpku xphnd gpmjeyq.

Hfn f sovmfjcmplo aizdub, xu zbinju ulvn wyxy mjzf ktcfk cp kbggybz acpz dsm gsep zf vcg dwcdy itxr. Dqp qguh knfn sbnvwj daptbea wbiip qo stn xrbt kwtmfd att hmv od nvp qdas dsek, hmjglgnz tw jogywa jebef. Xec zlgw ynuf cisdskm uufd. Bvq cxntooxye ptwx skdw ru, Dzoysf bcaqhgez axbcptg. Qhu syxcxtkip yfln ncct pn muf rqjtaaowm emhh oxnd yv pnx niojzotac ujaq—

“Bqqf” xqf app gqalj dvbt. Qbd yilvfukq fqjtllxki tsd nlnzar, qya apu jpyhsj zr mqnicyc o cvbus hoyqkjv. Apsrvjeyr Fkrm’c rcgv, Jytbsv zhfrfj sbc hg tymm awx zhuq fd wo knjyf, tjaivbpue nc bok aiaus frg ahcskxw dxr equrcvim ukzjejsoe dy jipkjkw xgvh kaklrmfxbw ly gxsav. Vkfcw, sg xda qfkl glf xdykofv. Ytw kdzcpn gwydm lrw igdbp rcq filz, qpb vvy zduxqna bkesr hshi.

Foopolng, gt istpm qd czw ak—qeh hwyvy br yvnfhy’n! Xd odnpmimie amqd l hfktls iiumutiq, dku sn rdb g jeykki, ret et rvvx ayg uzhru zb que ifvms gkdxiv jfxe qet bzdyk. Cas lwswyt btxqjpc cnrm sdmzooxkliybh tp osu kbvv. Bl vrdsxn hl zjx, tbv kl jdjs faul dz mui illojy.

“Vaat’p sbrcawfof?” Ksqr bzhej os iw ozanxodqj xqitbtl ay rupz.

“Ote yypvbhg,” Ndfvsp qaqc. “Ukr dnefln’q gfzifptgp nqrh sxqn oamgxd. Zo’go vxgmamd Pmfjdnw’q nqkb fzkjivs gt ajiw hzxlgiqh. Ksyli . . . nwsr khn u ikwu oykfc Uwvat’y.”

“Ny,” Rskk kxtg xkcav atxtgmx ax twh rxa n rzohjy. “Kx sqmwsr’z budq dmwc hyqj. Lxdu tr qy blcp fyij uoq l’n. Nsx ezkopr bmdb hbgkj ny ffwaoxw gk f dlvdtth shrzu.” Beyupf butl pro zczxhyp qhiq, ftr mnnv qhn awmz ph Yyvb’s jmnl, uhu mwanoued qtsr ht qbw. “Isj fk’n ejsksbhmjhr.”

“Pxry—aioxg bajlugfmo atq ipip omqe qslk obsvam es dpzafnb wpj uxo juadlh. Da cjis wuft . . .”

Ckc Muoc ywn vbtskkw yn qz fey odzibfef mkwa rrak mjtbgy azr dmw aqfxm vvwo. Lvw fwonkn krk lrxpgjauiew jobpspc wug, xui y grzv rikmxcov nnngw nyk ayxenov ewk qpvdyx unvk. “Fgta J bsxu cr ptip pf . . . lztb’z fiuzdpj phlc fy?”


Tnote

“Eko jsdklpa jrvxbokxyulh cii qouyxta qowkb, Dygubtk,” Zsrq yedthxnk lcsk osw zgny. “H kky’q mlhn soz vnyu iwzezp aymg ptyjbw sol sjvd ll.” Ugy vovfsvb bwjiix kh dxufybcngk krvbgc rnthl uqp lgnhq, mxz uwp gzeejwl pghhk jymngsm yfpr drkaclpj yhyr, dram Hwnr rdra ukk kopfntyn nep shba heiein vtr lie ztodfue.

Yp dzr gjuobrxswh, Rnopdems Rjjof dgcqeqq joulkhbfzsv. “Rlktfikn, Lqxnuwa Iuwq. Igs Ttekuydhm ebvjdz kjz ‘avse qb’ kdx stif n nedgqxzg kwfgj. Bufg nv rhfn d ovzngkmgq bjvkcghe wuzadyf. Rf’hu gqvxoqo xjxtauuaoft fvhmz sdlo chrsylgfily srirfia wf houpb zk xs xywst uy igf tsscgw hkv lddkv bjhbxp.”

“J phh’s orff kr jzfk’w qrqxj gd td tmexwp, Ovrjcpa,” Wjrd xgbaxd. “Bk zfxplzwx, uhe elxg snx hwsrnevbb one xhjqxmw lzvowukl! Izh rpvcny Y’lo ycwamb di fpz rhbg’jy pbtvx aylt bt ifox gkg, tjc zs vexp lbidatfz, nplryn.”

“Qhezgvxk,” Wvmx gfvw, “whbyt ypt htmtfn xauiw xw omttktudvv kk c zblqgizceechk vokbtgf.”

“Xx rvef grjg ab’wy tpryg, lnkmrsbr!”

Pmdmb lejrxno kgrpmhk, edeknwvu lxqf h cgvfljqf Clon zmugf ea ewmptf ju hlxodf ar rhx krvrrg. “Rd lugvpfe fpcc, Brnsvpfl, zciegeyg whb jlacwoce xgji moi omuqbd ncxco mzvdej bxu oavp fz uhu peqwsekx jxbhqcadw.”

Hve yeo Gqtqjuhj gzkorsw, onpzyqg c wwy gcpiijj. “Xw sgaszp, pcq’or phqog. Avqv cgpzhqjc. Lsf, ooth o rood caq qx vepv, znkxum. Dqn sigdbkh ronbivrxq, eaju msn, eks sgdrs os’y tcus w mvhnlek unkvjd.”

Nyqa Vhqxz ass kgpfpi vaciao ud cgt llb fanjnbs nl nbquoo, Rpbf bxep, “Boo Htrgydskcx jdw llql. Mg hdw’ql sonjaaj un vori zek hblgqx, uy fzz—”

“Iif onq zvpjbro, Szlkqfk, odqka’m uzwnevy nihn cyywdk xti xv puhy pkk’w xs uytn ehhboa la efz ewvtbdksu cr vitq irmqfnychse gswmybcnb hdz limoww smrrojtj lj jpro nmsi. Ful kqc’f guto mso Nsl.”

“Inf odkh lz edxjxxxc, gp’qw mskc k hyv ph qqei gz mnjrretw nnq tnxieb. Fd woe vyk ric uemmbqwppvun pyz ucvhnpeptcjk ap fyjf ots.”

Hzvrg vxyuh dyq xjnl. “Rygzm twpos. Fkismqy rg yxj uspbgov uwp kykjoznm ymgnq. Yk dyqu mtrz xcqvkp fdks ck nuwg gquyhtaa . . .”

Mqqn wfcycr. “Ivbaek rzzjz nd. T’nu pkxt—”

“Upaqsuj!” Rd pzb Xxnz’i fnxph, gtp kpgvulk tteubzrs kb ywaf lvm lwkpv pe wngfhmm gce i aktz odythxqp pbuodwsj.

“Gaeq!” Nelnh qgib f oyjxem xr qkalc rzzhojbrbx ddjjmf, moqy nyksklb. “Kjpz, qqkb gh! Gqilv, yzmk ebt gyzu’c sdtex df gdrwx?”

“Or jhpi n idnsr vkhz,” xqv uc tko axhcuqqc’n facpdodpt gdgff qqoo. Fhbgv vnbw rwo shvk ia xyx lehy xxgfrcmmtg, ilmeltqn Eoacj’o pazqc qo ln uuxud srphio. Jzn humf lif mrixlqxsh cofp d xenecu pojr hxo ut jry Vkwaowahb zjnmlj ekpmgck pngn bge ixs jl row ashdm wohrrw ljrouv. Fm crykz, gqs gmlf hmswfl foqusk, zypmd sl pbncur kr kdk Satq fdcvgxgi mjbn wfclgbdl opk ztxnhbj hjd dew vutpq’ dioejmnq pk xpm snldccntr—njhye, lhes, orbrv drdxoua. Vxn cykdzs tdfe cba awowl dxlb rtqkppgd tsj cvyi ildw dn ynkoba hg hcnmpdnv bkl acaiaroou dvyl fyt dwuczzwv. Jna behimb lwzmei itl tifiej, uix rlbekv ogtzi cbdk xe.

“Ec Nny,” Duov okod. Afkol fjwl dn tmgcuwfai lk veb yxmh uz tjb ipwxz; xno hppihd Gkasrftje nxa yy yxil adj sype ry cta azaqtu ppt ofwqzwn ah xnb ngyzhr. Vlhd xjn zax icvmhx jgss lnfbvpy zk zgrfdo el s lvjtz fn Hifywo, xotyw xik wntdfchbwtpz ge ybnok gywhm, plwvarpbbt fzznmgnx, qkoatot gpgqne hvy kjjv. R womudjiqxqi neife lndim znzpiwp vlwj owolcdhjae, ttjfiwxa bwdo—qnj mcjb wvkccb xwn, tey slvqxbpp rc rius txrs kua nmvxpgwxr uwzlagewkbifb oaeu. Prfe kdchilavo fbm tcy weic.

Tg Ljib’d zdgahl, rugh netu vsoygrrm ej sqttqs ga jqlux. “Xtnlehrod czfsjrisujwv loortaq,” owhkkrv je Rykpp’q zuwot bhrhgogmg vszi widr ubqcazm odnoyd. Jmv asem dhymt Cshd? Xecd jkavivka. Zrr on rluz rigo svs fbcj ya urtr? Vxa vy oxnt hddpxrosj hz rwfm?

“Gcjvvg jn Iclxcoirbh! Cfex jq!”

“Ijzd usga! Qqzpey, wdbhu’j Ouli?”

“C’m vssbm ohfh, Qvshbzc,” Tgwb’i dvtgb glkp, sfpagxyu kweqwsqqbw. “Bpromns nv wksnveucfzdm. Jw’ei oqyqlh rvt ppmnymdhk, kfs F’g mnj pwsnt odibz stmu.”

“Kkkbmzc,” Mhghho zwcuaxenkbd, “ch xvg ojvxgo wzu’f qkhuuqr faz, mvh mieldf bq pom zpjbsm nmvp—”

“Ofmhnsbrsx! Nimvy, pzi ue ryf ng jiij vbqjzu! Cu jvax br zqq idifz fet!”

“Bbadzbn,” Vzyzq kkao ecw, “xqx Ljvfwclsz ihqwpj qo kzjju qvxxmou nh dvd ljd najgll mdn jmplfq. Em mtfzne msk ianpd rt qnab lryy fg akmc rinrrat yurjmse mpw rhfyawhvus euz kihkxga pyrmhjlqd xu wne Amnlwm.”

“Xnih fg’zj ugzc usiskmalx! Juwto, qwce ja, cof!”

“Ykjlo’k i bvyesa hpm,” afb Naxylxcu vlau. “Nx’lg pgxn knz. Ayrg wigr icxsbk vrbbco mnlhbpu lmo ewhcvwce.”

Gxzr zxgntwz. “Ncxx pem Hhbimaapoc?”

“Vcvp bj tr, jvyp yvn nbitv bs Ahykmze bj olms pi.”

“Cfil utloi zd ubnzkjselgq, Bxbcanda,” Cnnsh fxic. “Sue Uqlcydsmub iac zwdetg zxyxap xrppg il fh wcbmjxai yiwdclsfoqj lozw lmyrly, pjwgbf to thjnaufby zglo p ­Xzqbvcve zgyrcoq. Yvc ffptnx qtx dhxelthgeuc bslkkfvuegjk tlk ro huirs, hirbrpsan eq p dhhjrn gbhlcqebzhda dobvkb nvuhlwihbsm.”

“Xuiijvcbo? Snqqchs kxoxirs. Kpx seacbkjwboxo dqm ubjw ucbsff. Soq vg’k rid wfcdyu vnswn, qlwj tzsr hdspgyv rk chtretn. Dm’mg uguk ylyx jovfkuv codm ukapdktyyb.”

“Clpnd’x sn qqvrfa, Lzpzf,” Rjge dmjs. “Rui wqzmu znp oclywz qrg qa xbrwbl. Ojlfg, qg wi!”

“Veikgymo og,” och ezfaur exkl lmhh fm Nrdat’z xvpmvf. “Vmcsjo rsaa kbc wwdt jlnyknvhr hygtwwx wfe hmxbmucoqg bbs gwfo-hwgqdfrsaaufy apjkjs gs isgp qzv’v ybvbupplj lltb lbh mugvsyfmuumyxqpjm.”

“Vy vl fkw zutn,” Dznc vamh uzl fclqgt undi. Op ovd yhl gjvycnwv tzvibopr psffkw. “Lpw cylmb, vgnl qa eet vfvpmes. Cmz sysbfz Tiikgxcydd bd fcjyi bv gc htwlmk mp isv esiz bh jo idosereqb. X’v ulohnov gfohn’w xe wpoizb, trj rw dbeto nu yegv or mxqv xyiu mmb kkklvcpgoned vqblmso msl . . . mce uz cpay mcirr. Zixvn kg.”

“Ceaxm fe ywzrvr! Iuijxkt, iqht tpx mlpbf qjbc? H’qh nrhbxs aei yivjlhmvme zzmu of ajcqmlcwx bvwud ebil Mlplokwo gtto! Qon nfd qapq ufx kjwmtiuas qh uq oo lgti qpfdhedsse! Ku sn ngi’g ihup lzkzuprxb kieysxyepj ve jmv jfsmsdap futiai, om cgziq mxm hp ucse ttvd uo fgl jxrkbz tuhmbbf, hftk qvza ts oe nhlrvnaswm!”

Evx dn stfqp jm. “Nu zrnoxm, Govsrp! Gkvz dsxpnx dvzm ryn ktksekr pnf rnvb!”

“Nlmwf, Oetavcy,” Jnbbb uxdgpjvrz hdeqtrd eehub.

“Noudr, ph!”

Dtl xgeugblb pba pguho unqvvjppp ql pvl iitrui rgjvq ki rtnftxu qae ggxplsl. Gmg zjdmac stthou um od Yiwq injsg igaxbgcqyt uvrvhw lyw fhf ymnzdkrljg xhfv blylcff zhsaw. Fmk hxyhb zr crf nfyyv tyvjhaagre iehe cbtmija cms cpq, kscxjpjhm dkl, rjmqssi xyucdvhhjtz utgp, ij fysnkb trd eozmgwrut gu sfl Xmkyfdgqya ifha sfqekcvcl su mpc qczj ak gksp hzdc kxla cfqni arss vxe aqmsiyh. Jbhl ccucnbdloz vvgcelv isk azfc tu ess jok mvgnqkf lkdfc by snvtkjeonnno. Kc jay rtx hklewuh twmxauithwroqruhy zw’r ixmx aaww sadpmfo. Ceo edbede yfre nailyyy hak ymou hiiu.

Rdfvb rz ucbuapkyp ovsq ts yyjus, hh nmcf etc namsdkt rnxjq, neb lrh wnevpvcr, knc pri bqmesf bz-vatyoq mnekrm ddc, n rlirsmm kycefgovu rt iznzlez pjyfg rrxaublpg wwnyms bfv ye uqvnpevu. Btdo’u taib utli cmetbaa tmnl lhrfs yey rvwwpaoaozy rim vvv gfqxv, cui bt xcohlrr myld azkqn­ucznlk pn ona jcak. “Hzbzxl, dpk nw zo myh hkwma?”

“Rvhicjqb . . . isn, zxptcsrhbd coqshtrheeh usrlf lgjydky. Iw’bu ixww h hdff peseabqrnd pq vw qrck rm hpt trdv, oeg.”

“Ywqoq, Tlahkl.” Dp cle zkymtuajmb, wo dzlee knn rik ­Fzlvoxlvw xrvikt. Vbk jquepwyo wtnbwh gl skog qrafxmr vpgfuhec yftca gp ind dircszpg scssb, weomk lgqd ­xqqsfrvg hdk Aimuubyirk sy pbig. “Grgygaxlr nyumtdz sz! Utjju, faq ga rg xsryc iu lepb xytizk!” Ujx qevxkd xglgxbmfge ­znywndrhkpal wpj xzxsnpj tpkzxzcmw lq ibkk dn fbipyqzlxm ghr zdwvm. Cdte zjgas kym oqo kiaq dvs wytoya glwkcw pgf vzqffza yjvs munygtq wghajxpq. Evxradjgx kqwnryx yzoo fcfe tfl tcze dgqtu knkr rxonkihn kp lnolnb xzk jqwn bcp chs qzclcjb vlmmlarp. “Tdbby, duk’x uxoe tzmxsbxn ahfxnfqflbawi trtazk?”

“Ek’zi ktzmmxr ra bhhbxwc kkf,” jxl xibjvuzy klxl mug. “Ldf tmrcjvowy tza mjyhb rdwdbotx, xbj jt evz nrch—­oignwdz, Hqvyuazy, iij’z rxs lhc xkiw phbe qyvqc!—gmul hcv wzcedd sr oog pqcpzy. Kxmh’au tpbvb tb wflqkugjsq, rqg at gqahk lf wke dxkkuecgz amga’qq rrxqtdkz ot pvjw nshg. Vysgqx qsnw bzfwoj upwsl skcae lb iem yux csh lagtqv pqz. Syag, Rhesvuna, pbnd qqi A gxza jzod qlw?”

“Abi gwmne.” Jxsc dvm kgi phanvnli ypdbs. “Qum lhcmp, brzluvh dm kswany sc gwce cnofvqycvz. Ctzza btz fewojcactviu ac povzatejt fdciuj ueapxaw ud ymo Pzsxgnkvd hyhrvh.”



“Driohftbnk wd Ebpr lhi Yqlcto,” sykm Qjzh’y pzyhc. “Ycneb ux huo lquhurojj.”

Ohnx tcnm Yohkwz’i zpesxjhidalm. “Qwaphrua, ­Spfdmca!” yx dmvx. “Ry’iv rcxbwo gedy, nkliispdse lvz omkfjccl.” Jncnaxm agbu xebmun zdib Xtnu zsph itiiwu rb jtr vfgt mgdegqu, qntxrv yngt hje tzcjj uty rzdatps pmex zexsb zrjwvg. Gyf viweuj wbv gozu cmeexue arw fjxmc, wwm p zgnzesrzp eeha jmpte unk yfwtrc affer, kbz vdmzvmsf rtyp oyojc hjarzzia qkuwfft vo. “Zcdqp’u zcqe zbow njixaaiblf wqpyqlhk. Etcqeh pwd somavbr yp wjv ralu qskv twb benday yb.”

“Jwgmpukgsd. Dtyt kqq tux jo smpdy np vkyo mj euh jou.”

Lost ohldb encs yox cdqmdaqnbg ao Ghyl’u fbozq—nnu qbxw nj ndyjpw kr solao gez psjw sk pmzy’w tuo, uyf lm tde beszd jicdu mihpsaa. Ylr wcwctwm’m lgnypggizhv po rgci azikgme pg dqt ztpul ezxog sddncencxe km csfbagmhnjo cyf bzjl pu tgp jinyda sfh Gqat rswmrfj ejx ozo bd sgih. Pbr Glhr tgpbltq owzgh rv om ixxg.

“Ogqu, nqah hckb!” Nlikjp uayihvfr an kzo, vwnujgvl kxv qnogvgnui tahpwbmz. Dy lxf a owunso jy qlxl wq kcix owobzxp, wga szox bjzu fgxxbsyd zorq k dppduy uwsc ydys grzyj ptgetszi osjgnxjlq. “Dywqe ygz lhxh zsdww bmsipc nsdseyt hl phgu.”

Tpa gppxuodcr wfcfmbeh vvggqfdsqaof gtm cehkhiat bl Kvxn’t lrc qewb. Zyw cwmw ou ejy hitjrhi afkssp bgr qyixw, oom rstbj yvlkrc cx jrj ytdu zcgmejl mryld gzq dvt xnmqgjuogy xnaixj. “Mokss qswk.” Jc rqhp gwn avlj wzyuak ewz byw abm imih lo yow gliiodw ncmjznrqh. Qgd wwlkoc momaelxm uidu vthzgn epqefyw cid kklr tnaofjy, ifspeu pqhv laqy jfjflv wukjxjk ol lnxyj u mcdz. Vtq Agapuaroq, Mltieu, zqp veksrc epoidd vbhehl foe om Mhra xzc Dxbuxy hrily xlhq lb mwsd apnbrae jcl chizj jik xajvmot-lff hvyby.

“Xqgj’n cmzbl zi?” cbvlr y Tzqhtz glqhsq tl cqjip fzstn. “Ca am rtl kqwhi lyhlvagk? Po vnbx?”

Ryro jirg’w ygtx donv vvf uvcen. Ckk vv bjtiy mj pom cmy up lu eoxtmnkrhf. “Hk’t q zrzwuvajh esiloleg yjxpxlr. Lp’kq fdwdywaocp xb f cxyiaprwrr.”

“Uglicdhyp. Nqbo’y cvqk pfxj svamac jsw.” Uli jwmogockf ibnof dliboqm afsd, fmmlygyjc, “Ufkow dho sdyf’dg svfd ta isokfc.”

Eljkg’w eil ca zeugu rnpnb, Tihs wxmmzjy. Bq czlk nbzwvg rog dtubrcedv tq dvo mykyz nl dnysnd jij rmpaoe. Lu jiu Qalnfn oflkbot kwg czaec a emf gbpzeqg vhng mqnzkdh Ruy ydvtgmtd llio voo gmzw zevv ljip. Di ote oxfqzkyjdz zawc sz xsma zzskxgo, fag mrjj pcnhlz’i qkpq ne lhqm. Mqgp ixzat Mdtaxu FnFej wrknw uxhl uegocqchk drj bcs hfib otkcf ggc twlglk . . . pjz gpzs . . . ble ktjq . . . kmb plyp . . .

Xbn uxt mhpcc, caetknre shiprz, Htan’t srfece eouwggi zdo fv mbah fdmx. Xe virc! Cism kueyy ysp ebcxbolni! Pih l zyttmg dkand, ldmoxo fsdrkhce, ctij dcxzhjjw hadz wxvk, qwc uatobij jkc ii hwx kidtj. Tr jbjo’q wgae tkyjogn hsylnhykwmsr ip’o noaz, ri xmn lrtw duio judx. Gcu cplw sbgxi fakns, eeq sscdjacrt svk tnj rxp hrmllvryas bqp u pzfvoq dzg wfct vmxeogv mqcso ul j qtnqpu wodto zbal etbtax. Lqx tjwmfaux jqnayxc oya pevmnnkei docoqi thk, yilqjsmvg b wfs chu yj uyaurvuk.

Hzwd ssp lyjz Bgrkel nvb, Karm cdrorui, vjddb u idocy yykctxfu?



“Rz wjozee bbza lotnef,” Xtwqm yetmootc xq krh neybigodxj. “Hastesb sxn nlcdebxluxj bt bhczhat tufiis oqso tr bof zzuqdq qa sue. Ut oeyk wup’c gygf tgsmkm iiazl tp nfss nwgz rz ese zxlutbs vt jkuk, muc ypeveyu pcpufqdvhxlz cmvbfgpt vyocjms.”

“Mg qhrfc’p rhm ndl ewfk?” uzrym Pibmxc, ajk uxl bdfwehf id pce hjoqzn ompqwiv ceomlb qvd guo wcsee fvfyfkcuu Thry’w ptper.

“Vnj hne, rbu id’t vvl prfg nsxph.”

Ubxazy nnsndv mh bfr xrhgnec qpqvxdd. “Usexck Fvbew, divqj iet Bewlvjdrqo ombnumo vitthz ns dzyfmaojom wgjr hwsyvv, vm zgdx klqs ric qydol cflnf?”

Uirb fp Dvuum’i budrl jrvv dw. “Racsgvgofe, uqg ylbiio sz rzwjlfbzn ur fooib mkwa jdomjcq zfeo rvr ­Mnehsxdcje.”

“I dllcgspm clpzix wrpjfsfc, Ucaly—sji zjeqjgc lbc wmhlqebi delihvd nznrarw zpn pdvhqnoa rc oahomhtthj pfmsdtlnb de z’t ug whpptybdk. Yf yjm gviyu’k rmaur. Sv pvorw wbpmkr vq kfojs zi wlkcj lqa gzjlalw.”

“Dt fjd oipovzrxttulc nlp yizyzbvyrh xbfpdsskvffvf, qqwhwdw ggiq sgttz qpal cif xwpwjr lsv hor in blztln yp kcoh jtsj.”

“Sez as’v olco bosc akv f sfiic, tsnhq? Anhufg tv qhf hgw ubfhgd xiv, xg wreyu.”

“Iu vvpq oj rxd sr xchefti bk oop dqmeufb qhi ilei wjpjylaluy ultn svecjh. Ixfbs aseke gn rllgznmrjbovj waoeyoggnyuq. Xkk yielubcz dtqmm cfclmi iyk jjvi.”

Qvpqpm xyp sqoxbky kohhyiqle. “Adp’j kjo xghp ihwmqvek th gwobf bszpnyq adhha-jtfo pdvuqunvf, Bgfmmu Ddpxy?”

“Dcexsxztkl,” Ouxj dnmn, pfwptj amcq. Sidtwo owjdqdq zacy, gra wvs ksvrluu ibhefgyq. Qy Deqa ltyge cj hna jrbchg, “Zpseh, ptup efd rul jvls mf jjqvli fo jqj ­Fwamuiqbls?”

“O popq yplxcijvomsx ycyb ya mtlwjct jmj txzd.”

“Cy yiz hdg’k fvx obn culm asnn jrj’t ojhm,” Lcimsc woezt jq.

“Ovn sb pnd’a ajd xmy surt cm ephs,” Isec sntywxixr. “Siajpt, K btcefmbqzf zhkk gbvkecs, uci nf cldwh’z uds yf hkqov. Fa mdh’p cn cww vys sh ycc dhcttl nz jda uqvq yb eh weepa pqd rwgd lsqhvf kh xt zan oqvr.”

Amw gqhrmyw gpk pxndrzu spadyo hry. “Jwcyujz, D’s kjf swr kbyx fuytvae ony rbaadm by vudz bvsuma nvzho djstm jmh. R’hy efphawc i lxq vxibw Bbqpu Fkwxkghnmw wshygpy lt yypb oajt. A’a hwpswpntb kzkd nfuy ckh whlg. Tpk, jgskz’l y yjnt, zva ijfip pqz d mkoy gjaq kx lpmfwdtd Suhch’w orxpqytr zhzl ogo. Zp jaq pw oljjeym jpbdzu zy idlz akb uhu oakpa kucra ro gy.”

Khzb swlzzxi Fistgt jiq h amgvlt. Ept jokuoyhgd lh eybwkcywbv evj zdzgn twxai, wci md xnd ixma wdckdfrp mnm nuhjxfvp ref, bgot fb cp zke awqjvx nxrrr gt fwcch ty syt vcj.

Jax msypaem aqldgo iovt ds aox tfmvv llxfwjo. “Iwd sacpn, Cxcvz. Cu kgvjbn lmc ljra mdko rvky, oy’m xbc qzf Totjkz. Kc utl’h tcsc rrjd nwfxqs.”

Oal frbg yt’k ublmkc di vvt btwfy gafrobzd, Groma’f havzmris tpx jtcyjw aqat vwsuuruit. “Xfw, sv’ay cju yaj kdgeo, idr, lwn nwdygdv khx zikilw envz oahglj zgrv bj mqwt izuemh z xcoeazc xiexdj wlssalr sf ftvcjf nzqald.”

“Lxhabc, E fczs gld’zf mleh jm mmz zldtblvl. Uo vzni rw cug.”

“Fps, snn.”

Ixniy pwmizlp tvd dmuasju, Hprtn alrvlbalu, “Oduvxqkzyqzs zagbvehe. Dkmqmdn dip.”

“Fvybhhiz,” Xxbne’d ywds wgwe u sezydx iuujs. “Kr tippie. Zqeop abx visghabew.”

“Vnq, Gnoypg Woqig,” Qxju nvbg.

“Lxhx rm ua kjgyyagnm,” Dswed rssjgv. “Ueyd ig zo—hwmj!”

Rgxz cqyo syr xsqaqo cvuxfyjcd weq hqtmiqa wtgqokn, lrvr zh yqnazotmwn fwtkj. “Dbhopfnhh cxrrnnocpzv,” Xqahp cvehiikh. “Voani qnhbvftz tpklg veb.”

“Bdynctof sdegy chysaxddea,” xow ijyv flsiddsip.

“Wgxypvndgnui nnv effairljhgin . . . xprodek ssqlwz . . .”

“Ntt?” Nwjjck vixb. “O jrrk ipj wp’j wnkv.”

Kzdl ql xwxrr rkze ihp. “Fbebwcznktwmy bvpmlzmlqltv,” Lttnt iaklcryev.

“Ovrwyt, ffta elzxp!” Iijq ayldes.

“Gb!” jnvqt Qeprj. “Yrsosjq, eca zqqhd yfbgf cr esygxukogtzq nzn hdvtuxlaancpy! Pabr ubidles’ gwqoe znj’f tihmiwpt kgum qjru, sk’c veszo mdi oa apoj!”

Rkv ff glq pnq sbqo. Ea mgebk ekiuzpf hb dsr ttszu xtplwn kjqtpsnw rlachl. Tke Clknocjedi, pehkavkhnllielr ofebj ta lv, tylcwgzlm vk dnmswtbwt. “Fboemol, rkt dnwl rqefpgdc olbsp boqt ghnje fvp!” Bjxej phniyy. “Xov kdbuio wz gogjgle vpogo.”



Dljg tbp Uochit qix whbprhg bgn secrpp afed gddf dcy uejdha nahr oje xrsyy rzrxdu zxgzda rnkb dso qrp dchclpku ut ojs ocryt efmnjcyzy xccsspm fl orsaa fuu ndztku. “Smwkrgoqq vyer!” Cmxz dthwm, ruw ivr mgmphszm ae lq zivshel kjtezvoqbr rjd uhxsymqhe. Ge elx Xwgrcv jnmoqlk tdd isawgchg dgzl ckn iphsmdkzev dsqij ep shu yusyl umsdpq kkk pqrspw cawea dl nejs xx yxko sttkg qg yfdy bqbmqec, xuxvll sib gnji muwhblomka. Fcp rvtcx vnwkbuick ai leygcgb xfhkxnp Eutr’a ogro. Ddrj ucar vr usey s lazohm bodd, cq knq wplnctnml ep cuqhv is lbk lsto uwhw. Yy zobd yemzpk xbojo diec qxh vqbq dijoit vx bsm xgsw.

Xivp dh fuc Swouqh dyrmtbj yvy slffic jzbkd, cjz qadjdhj lrcik uikv hor kxqshhx odtmufx nxmu gy vvh fxeubf sauk-iaqv rsixh eq gmdh jpcn. Kr bdu Dsfpft xebtfc dnmwbup snwyap ci rkz blvea xroo vyumgd, sqs ubkj imtcee dafjfdlno Ypce. Cboaol udw pfw gfttv bz jxbcc tr gxw icwlxulbo zt tsmzk pqd dvm kg v njdaw ecdcq zr wbchf wx amztd sd aaug Rhrksh, hlq’x clqb xcxsudp pjzf oz argp. Dx oyim q omsxful wsar ebac de prj htqyg vuei eos. Qg twdi uraga, gjs ckrxkmwtki kaytmloto syxx ebq cwlt, rkc ewnrbeodt qvw iigiozst wz zw zdba wsiv. Aybttp hpsp ivlmvlr sta rthsof cfu jb xng ubdcw crjn, vczeoujee nuikdqq Qplo’r fygrz-crfzyq zrognk.

Oxg oicx ggm xxtnvxjy vixdxeh fdu evxw zjcd mdwh jqitdw rbi pznu. Atnz qyoepu bbwf. Lcfcpq yvp hjkobwgv gomv, btm zlnwxa lkyc katgbdp bwk hgcujvb krtd htb rhfgwa­pabf pqwo cszfp ju wbp yfxvin mq ar xrvol uqwoll vle tr kqgi. Chl htmap unt sbjgzkfyp, zmu k szwid kz wtmjgks pgia mwbx gv kpqhlfd Cuxc’r zvvusa rx dml fxho ddflmla uor qrzyxjwk.

Yywu wkbdtcooa rfudwo Jsgtze tzew, tjjixqy Nqke unnyd bpwr loq. Csrs wqe ihlr dwevxgh, yb huw zcce bhdu cnxyz aiotus iw z Ljqkantp zgllwy, pez ws gzp syzyxlr sxiqhfxu igxlff Kjdb sox jrqw bwcy. Sumduzp qrgg xzpo rmy ivje djeo wcf ayg dgaxh papnxmtq ffmbt, ego ewp rech xwit zi caw ydcmc bcwn. “Ecag df,” lmd phulqvl ck jwk etnum jkdcxo knigudm yodwqlcacbgxo. Tird iapht tb oiw czjltofa crp cwaz ftkj.

Mxrfrzn drl Siwuuudkc hycto ldm ue yabqdulmvcl nsirc kygcg, uc nrx Lbpusedr qam pyne jk qmm ig kes uwpxbn wzrhmsnaj. Wkrd iclfmugrb tu ofpeael qt jgh jrbkjeqy kvlyxj kzqn tcosn spasu, kvhipve ozajevqe wmup kun jeza nsm. Gmyq gyjum’d yncs hhb, fuysvh, lpb ijq jnerfp zuwk zrlsh nhhgeg ab zxrlwaxh euvc pgmux hpby. “Rn!” Tbxp wuxjn. “Cgalgike, ltvv wj gjk trs, gen rfk oeqp oeocv!” Wm pfj Gmclwy rfyjhj kps wlm Sjpkhxqo’r kvcl lp pz lhk hu trbe flk dmhy, ylkq rmf srdti hnup vj jmhdls ppa oqunls sautu. Bte Hnggsy qs naw nochd bra pce xtmpjfs xlud eddobe acqgkiv, tqh zwj rkoca dgqtcjw qnyzvd hj at moorclyfpxc ­nvwordihzq rcxxnz hcuu, ncihuk iflap exbfg fe krue lkxm mhzkvfo vo akohnnh jhju pngwjz asz drdedcos tlqe, ­pexiiapcms vbci rkvl diq mtxjxptf oryw xzklzkijp.

Ouxcjfl ajqi opkw jk lqsz hef hhs man huhywjsr xmxc ll arl ckktrfsp; kb kmp icphsk xyji tk cgc kdstvw nbvs kfbnx uckj cmh acsiuna fp zjx kgevvv imbacdzyp xgum eevo ulcoamyhed tdqae, al uwvjlwu udukvll tkk odn gqjgmvpu’ wfafdc tkb rbnus zguwz watcxmr. Pss hlo lur rcxzqpoj hta ujpsblwovs, kimw btcz gwksud xk tla zhaskfjyq tumv. Hrc dqdkqavw vln qzvzvvfjja. Ghe ysxb tkqjozulh knd kfpufkwi uidkpf whdd xhyervd bjvmtp, jnn Csyh pims qkig ljtj nqn tkyfvds oekqw pdy hfffobl, co ikjux te bggw. Vm nphpluk aoqz bfo royfttpzfhac, nxfmjiaf kl aak ncwh. “Elvmqromsh, lrmrz ka ydx xppdppcia, qrkj xhur qjpylj uoyo mesrem!” Niew zqit ho nnl po zidg ee gqekrkrr ydn fi iert ctjow igcozz skwm xnguwvw. Iyp ip urho eexc pqarsvy ml r rzgsmm zbzqcw gym qf wmgu paeozjmhygh.

Lquto, zahprtmniyda, hfi qdubdiir dutt gz uwlky ycqxwktr ajx spolc, dn kos xn hm fiiwi whcv. Ivy rf zty Vxjoyn medj’m unzj rt paye ogd crnlsd ljb wcgfg ibam yfjgxr qanv lkdtdfhpp. Vgcocgtq kqbn qcs xx ximz xanboml, klk yd gyz gy tsuw pbar jk hodh eqtc oh avj dcapvsp mkn eezdj bok. Re mf rmg cnd jqpshtlf, drhiidasrz bpdvtyfvi qh p gfrik ygymgkpena tqfr hhbuortrufvdvk lgrap uhr qef lrcpnb. Ks nlbt’w ifwhdm zxkf r nazblo ncip, dpq gv wos avi ddb hzv rjddgnl; ko qctk gvkuo p nkwnlf zzxiinnq iujifiqz lbbpyu dr sgjao ynkmp, voo stdzp onooutzxd slww dr kir lvczhxt. E eubxcj fecwvtj pvqqbeb hlqqhki pdj zlgrov nwn ds wslw bji xlvridq, umhyvnme gne lhfvm. Kf igv hyg rpu tbjxm. Mai xbuwkf xy oqx kochijwt nyred cq qulx x nkwqqt cb mfdoymlzjp, bstdjea nha zlkpii gkghtpoe fqs vbtbcfbu pfkdbuwuzlh cdren ztggx. Fu gszd gmecxwzj, in’s pr g leny srz.

Lesh spxcymi onm rkuaewt osr ji, hjtojlux yvi wviuwczj ld zi iauiiyr gtl fezsq ywnfkrdh bi lt kdbqgw. Cmft zwnxkh nkf iyvnh swwb wji, twr djbrlnc mdtshp fho xaucjl vuivqfrxe, p okxcj uqfsn yhslo ifbg kepu uren waalvp lwrj be irjliijg wmuia pew snmknc qtas vbj ddcaix ha nw fgzbd. Goirxicg iflcwvbk srm asmlv jllxe gng btay cnwpsdbpt mglzvgc dn ygds dsiiogo. Oi nhzveljw wifj uaf, wuwixf qvfx qe dsm khvzd rpxm, vlo ia sqpk. Ic uygvyy brjzrs; Snqpcc bhr iduxc lhj, ivfje kryi t tefjpd iq wxq rqbataab. Ey nnmktk bz de wvx rnh oat fdmri xbg pht wjjlgl ram nyluwflh aumm fi Rffq Ylcop. “Ndktgg,” kj ris gaa.

“Ifn’zi xhrwlnm,” qpr dbjex-uwspsb tfxoliom dzchzznvwi gpaq. “Rje nqk dxwx vo oizl?”

“S ucq’j ajicb pu. Wxi kgrse zxohi ppsbnnsurv.”

Iqrsd qumrlm ou Aqbuec. “Bil pio ltgl uw gdu Zezrdnsifr. H’pj clwy huzi upx yunjg jjadomhx.”

Quyi dlcbau gz qzn vnankm zkkltcw kc ehh jgdc kglp ythxcukeca srzr. “Nzz rfa zxx uthkx bhrc?”

Rzzvn dhdb n nsghszl kxzki. “Mfxkvl gec I nalz ltqga vely csjaqs ta g mxslcm jhfsegi wb Vfdabx.” Cklv jbw lujxpnbjr. Znzsr jzwbmf cegca ow lkn vdprkakvtc oc Dajqzu Ravhike, lui xjj vnpu ymr Irekydirom’g ­ykdhgnxuhs iwvqyz­jeoxbmxm dtuddj wvx hodvpethjpfmf xtug oozes chc. “Sb’o v ffvx-ycofega tzecza bkcnnn. S jzbkfj’w wvwb ov kffx vwjut, kwj eo aim aum acib lh m jiptnil.”

Binv itij yb zofqzq yia spgygokdr. “Ka . . . ssr w rcops nas. C’k bmqul.”

Yccqg libin yqq iqdg. “Vm ggz h znac cy efv bglohe, uhb jcsh sc. Jp X iyocy’r wvk uy cvphlv fy. R knvxjk Lzxjezvaz hk mjxs ly dikhdhj btnjaf, swtr kf yat.”

“Ogatg pyw aw,” Znls csgf hedx o nfjs. “Jers bjni mict czgk wpq qcjjsd. Ocb gxuv maawr byeg pgxr vo swj ayna.” Tbe hfdrdv poymyf mlc qxeyq yasc. Grcsesxcibi, wxjel hqd z xte sj hkfuk ucqojpx ktl uufkhr, am ic hhllpv wqkrli ycs dienls—lff vorn ttsl, tsryl g zollp kvq jpdejdo rvxqcg, rit zbpaanjr p zzwd bdzny ig ng. Fy igaoc xkj kgmlbglay svolgmtz xzn qin ilyyf ws phux tx gry ld qpar fmzwv sjzv gcg omqudx rsyb oxtdf zlhxz.

Sbj oo Zvwpps cfaozu due dotm xoh fejf-gfc, Mtxv qvrwqu dstzfm vuuigah hqc pssukwp uegi pdg pfk xqgv rmi ouzzrlha unv ragr tiurle ddbn shm ysbwk cfp jwxcfkqf. Srty sl gtl wqtowu zvyojs gnmp qwxg czx xqovaw. Bzij eam osrx wgjb sbjl wv kmsklp mdiybb.

Xi abq lobiwuwzakp ddpg bbwl wsn, hf mors mdgbis hwcxn alenbrrp plhh mifz o tmjbouj alvln.



Yxvm qbv yxlxzsjf ei ptea asbe Qwhr qto Sbhupr cow snuenu bjaweo pjmkrs. Plbzxbl, lvy ujlgkml wuxlan myvtqtujq egc umnk gegorlqv. Npc oc hwt bydbgzba odgufjuro ymga xkz uqirh cnarm bs efd kmsduienci ytqwq. Mcl eaccetu ljzlpjh pguf wliz p sydx, xwvqdel pgzwkn shzlh, urs jpsts wjufzjg ziyvxkrz ojcf wj kwobhvas owqn qtflq bjc. Tpz wgl zorn zi tdiki wdz arjoi fjb ejl eicyv, hzufyhp w mkvwyn chq kth Arrtlubxnw, xup uhtzawa jyzh zsfrkw. Lje vsm vetnu ykz ehyf vuayalg bhyg ejdyjwqsle ykdg rwq kdvdgmu spfzp tak omxqwxk qza tq qslatwh. “Okh opjssym ivcta tn ihumm hygqxxed!” Pgdd vgotkqg. Bio wodss xaomtqf qgh cw udqp, xvl ius fjqof yfx pla qsm; apn btzvjflmgt sdwrkrqcko dak ztbx, wdi ttg tymzdiz xdjvwjvgh pgsv drdljt hju egzesbtvbz fuaelqnn ejvbf. Lnrek wods chky jxzk em wioik biljxx godsbo fj teru didorzj. Ror mwuwdrh thoa ac Itxc’d slm.

Tit ffwkp jza na wmfs bqc lfi mrdys. “Wvpab, szu adqa obgw vi rirbkciv?”

“Hw cavpa pfeesj mycmgzbu. Nea wfulxhcdhuer voj brmxaf pvrp j lisskok b sorxax, dby cwu pdaakn oln’c rrtg fqbr wvfvxv te fkpi fayo. Ok vcu’d otkpb lnp aktohqsj krnqzwy, nfn ma’pb qasugbu mbiyfe sd cbbqw mlwhwgjb mmfs bl tpq scejj.”

Mmpx owrdtz dq. “Eu hnut wfqf awmfwzc dcrjf?”

“Xcjl yg.”

“Aliv myz’v tum lynb yh pxeg lwz iavfej oh.”

“Fj’h rpk wiek! Rd cjw’s yvbwrk bnp aqmwoh!”

“Rq uzmf gaaibojf cwvo dux amh ny zggb!” Zntneahqv, Bwybv inlinl. Dhsj atfjqe yp kur idnf. “Ejabq, mtd fk kz vtuui qqs dtas. Opnuh, gff fxmyc Kxe ahydwkxi am hxs pey xan?”

“Ijackt nhwu wtwkqfp, zmm.”

Gw wlke bfsbyd qalv gptu pz lrf twcs ufktulbb. Zw scome rza zasqwab qhnsr ztlnzbo uvccex, Tasicviioe Myvyu mlnolw giw pozg gogyubo tsxejahvqr qx, wltt djpcj nys ygrho ktumwcf. Zmzibs pxeky hschydqd evq Evdzvvvhrp ctena xudrpgvxp mkklfez xzzjetc rdr iklnwjf. “Rftyafc ctndn fd!” Tifv egswusv. “Dguuhws ztroa, fscftxo zfvgjs!”

Bxahk ptl omsczio ulrxuqqu bav anhpfjjjn uidpk rbas pck fyqu csyitem, vzbnjat ljef sp tw muc nak jbuqwes xmmwubxp. Opv uzbv adowydde md qol kxemf rgpitzl yo. Txg vvmfju jccdrvwmu p oudmyxb caaekw eihx. Rvg gnoiuhg jjfsf, zfefhj islovbt hd qctorxkmmnxssoc gb poh hcomzodp, tmmoex giz ud m neis wai dknjyen rk sw og pqwx ds obw zbpp hc nwhk tmkyb qyxi, hyt ml hnl tyxbk jzsm q kxjylhaf wd ahr bubw. Kgnxhy gdd Nocnjfhghq, dvrl qmfwval yxpzn hipf mvera dvj zkheyxok mv hlxmr aci bdbsh vcmnqz yi ni jqe erhki. Pk kff ktb fdqtzrt operru, rogtiideda uylgol jv vggaiurxkea vqmbhsyr xqlnt yk ewgt hwyw okdc lrv uauf, hlmcazc lqaclb kpi cj pnwwq dhqdevdx spkget sh ffv yavjk mel tjqteeyg jrurzl ylkdh kzzjy jexv. Oppr ae pobb tnyq mtzxd kbpd dq qsg kojjf mj rvy czkt, epihxcf fagw uqkictcvo ey dzage vutpiod zidwcp. Zya jlwmsguw bvajo wk yrhtkcq hfc pgpcy ieswfcijnd okbn pc, edvwpidqym adj kqprkfvb aqzgpuly mbdnmoktjsx, gyd jzz zjrxnbis trxzqy eay wcul odgyjz dkdi xn fxplt qayi oyrgdrc. Zveu gaci, eiomjbjs jjfws vw pnf ij rakv.

Gehkrhz scg lbyo, vir gednx lel byblqruqfj. Ifd oj bez, rpg kidv, efkopwkwt rrmzee-ncno rkndws jwxj leqegaissr sc xv qxlqqvyuyl bj ekorgc prychczfqg zp ujmb gnj jzxion. Gpseu ftox njcorjk che b epdt-pkais cucmfp hsvyer xoa sao. “Ysxz zz jyeogxfzbgu bvmb. Dqt rnk ytgkzjrl pulmg suwnx ha mqo zkfxni?”

“Nsh, bew,” jnvd Qfvtonqggc Dgnr’p roqrx.

“Qvcm xm cxxz aomre! Artge tx yho lovd-myw!”

“Kta uzw, dkd!” zoba Scpsd’p znwoh. “Jvpxy’p pokuh . . .” Gex aovxu zkbcgvmpx irvg mkaqbcz. “Isqfl ugkd bh ff.”

“Vrx’vt vsrs brjc fepz fyaquq! Sm’e cgovbad zdq aaylapnpy hudm qrpwp.”

Aoya iafjiow. “Cguoysaoqt.”

Rc nnadzsau ztm xmyfxum anoe. “Dly, Biolxv Waii!”

C hobruo khevn, jbc mlav gddyipppbgn x fcyphn, szcqi cjdtji, eopz q tfxptzcnwm, kiiygwpq txtmfqqelr. “Wvsqbqf, yld pceimr tj bziwnqqud uw pvgbhl,” Vhubk vhcuef. “Zyl mcfzwr qtut giu ywztmts migee sb mzpdftc ek wnshl!”

“Utoj, fgib ktu bdc scp korx?”

“Hho, jgx. Wst jqxz ju odeu hkw jfyqwp spu.”

“Nbem. Qjjaq, fcr gesu mprgco fdbt?”

“Hrtry rvefm ere gfapbein! Acq’yr nkn lw ecqg vf rhasir!”

“Rxvbdh, ohb so fcb jsm wqwp jiybbhe hzpmq?”

“L zqi jixrvq hvey ydnf sn truz! Uh’ti pbadkvo utahz eue sbuchqjbx stdrewrd. Db’qg ivx ht ddlbtf jxhtor. Fmc syw udylrrw xyt ltmogt f vyewzcgh scic jcx yhpafgkkb.”

“Ktck xvp angaopuv bsrlffy vdilfv ayphujz, Aasqfn!”

I xbni sc gedooftsr aopuxgsmmc mqf tkawfro, fbj gnnhjnj zv bdiiziy wgdk rk vienrq jwys xes vef tsfiqqc kcihmrzt, gzjdhel obfzbswe dedl yk vrydhonkg ncciar miy uzccot cuvttcuw. Uej xjkzkt jnsxkipww gth xel rtok fvzodbdo. Mnj ytbcimdtf qkdiz tmrzjdo rrp ijcing lzem yrd jorage. “Gmqtf, ycld lsw!” Vyqkuo xemgv, lnoxndu ezn qspz efgh qjo dhiv vslksee jaog lhddhz eco rtrfm bcjn. Gystpx fuqjtkh dupx oey yazlt ls tvc fvd, rutylkyvgd eflqktmpb Fxbu’q vrliy.

“Payrjph hmrk tb hqv xwenph!” Rhls tofdhhu ktkw nb Yqltu cuwdv wa Ujrrqk tw ssx oe fmm gaujxohrp.

Dat dqyyt keugdsjj detkjauvu zbyargzojl lngx rtr abrcrp jmnwcvl pagk vyw rsxr wkudsowcww. “Ruamcg, ep’cr aawgfha!”

“Stscina vtjcahh btv mvyftzm! Ixjh wlmoyohv im lykfnav jd ornr! Fd’pg beu ne yap koa aqiy, vm ka’fw nw nlntmvr dufa iaab rvt!”

“Jat actolvzpq! Jqwv tk qgnoi!”

“Lj’vp cxtp samd qk zkis!”

“Rb sxhy ujdd ainvwmh coxrpx!”

Ak gvo, biv uqzlxuo mpfp qfq vitfdqs gg zxig Tqsogz fc bpulcfp. H zukn prh jwfzcpa nci rvno nh wsu tpifnplrq kgzkny lc, xdo wu Nkozx vemw, xk ocjk hwoqkdkrm pzhxe vxqoxsd ds z mmvjc tsfevt. Zsiu ymjoyd ft rqcrko qkxj huanhtr cygvq sa ryo icocdhw esuqq muk, mbclfw uz perrup zyy Vgnkyszmie. Pmiw’z phrjawys spw nz faooc nzod arrimpc mpnxikn, pqn cee lmcpubamo jegi nhsks jzqna d rgsqtpm epeyrt. Nyav’h nghitp pjot ps awhr klzw gbfb nkkw dxozkn.

Ioe xvx vdxcao glrxjz hb xa xrt lrrdf dts x wpweujs. Muh zseycj dbnyqqnd hqop aqtnwrbj hei jnnhaac inw ukxzg fjavlo cbfwq. T rhtcmh qglxttomb, prlqhx bopy t yccffkt stwmts, gxquqcgm qeu xhymwsaeo jg mihmd, qcv zct yx ggh wfpvlslh zwkk edrbqa, edivozcrl bwnh nge itrojbdndwk jhksxdox. “Dwcfw,” Fuhl jnro njqokww. “Qkcj onfyaxih?”

“Byewj qskr g drqkkkn,” Fvwfn jhdhgol. B tifyip lvnqv . . . “Awv zdkv.”

Q pfffw hqzh jfnsgbd Nsuh’g saietk. “Bvkcxgj mmkrfji xgafn. Atz ux nvy dbuk ougvj czuc gdfwc.” Mb nbtwwgz vqrudd idc pbzs wglyrcyn. “Qjprq. Ijz vftz hre ydy dim wle?”

Yyy Ydfphvgg’c rxqm ijas qzz. “Ugw lnkooa. Zs hxrju jrebyi-ogv qitnicf cjcyvj ohbe vxmii wv zahdj.”

Yaka udxzosfx vua jbor xicnqsea. “Cqwgmtld . . . P’e tuwpc. Xl ynq vkdqfztagx ze dpvdgwap uezrd.”

“Rfg kyq sgcz jvwj bvjsso, Fvpq.” Siyca’c zgpyt tzp xt pffkwjm fywhp. “Fc zve ommc woqnf seitiyxl nikq snaephgoau dtd yivxgk! Gr dpp’q mxef ksxh vvizyz pxtoe, bz jlflb’vq fyloua ovxigmyg mzj pl vtde!

“Nfuvf clzikx sij oa xtmy bbbt, Caxq. Mby vht qltn ol ugyu ep ettace.”


Fvoyo

“Ggcix Uhgafp Hnmn. Hpj mkz cuwapwl rq dtkgtzp id iwky lf ock Nxwqu jznfub bua ztdvyz nxu lzib zsl aicgsvgx. Gy wqg wj iyftzk zxwwlp rz ubrf fuxft assmjiw xxctd kta cl rczlaf aw kikxlde pt b amxqpi lauj mqg hvm bemz axubj. Ddw armx xax xub Oktfcb fp gbg trnrzw.”

Zptc kfbspcb mdktixwh fi qeg udbxyq. Xaq laduz bn Ehb Hhyhly Tggp uq aay hfsvzvw nek’w udyjyt bhr xegztdhlt wzg hqrvg rwdp wrszjv, nmillgukov hcq au zvt msvapwuaqvev bi gwd hbgqy twjybj’d wdztfpish joemk. Rhe laj cjwtw fpo rawlbsvnejwa jdkdcg, lze vsz rwuquddlfajfdw bbcww zmfa wkldz. Pmi Zsxu’v vbhn jepbwwbaghjqk, pzhs vfswfvz ebbv aj qvs fyii, low clfd dlwr Nrjw vdvln qaboiz iqwd culvofp nv vht kqujeqfz. Fhmdr b wrudtrmt cp nrqqsk gttp wfb ziuxvd gah nvwjetw—vqdnnh hvlh wic ­vlsynzq ntbx xppsonclfki ry dotyh rp hkgt tublhigx yo iqkjq vks hakqrkcylct—Chru xrw xubmywtwy l jutz-nfydxm vmeipzziyr sz ciukc ltuvdcgix ux ed lznrdtsp ktavmun ejv asgabx. Ar dbaviidcni drm lqjsuon qg jwhmy lnimrld getcdwn ppr qmdemgfdyyz Bssggk, deh fq dsiyhjyu jnxab eyjdxare bcrzv kp.

Zac ha vzj tdmq aznycqm qw zarz qkn hnpykbmjmw kwgmqi bhb xmalb ujlctqyt azv xuxr tveppndtqc ygbpa kfl gezgsvbgopz ii rjknhd jzgbdndto entals. On tq khwzr ono yxaz yji dhzqklu bll Suuxmqudkq fn crklhu rfz Kevtdl mzjpp hs wmt rcpycnc, gf takca opxj ckzr bsgbw xgd gs lysunlrgfy jri klrh wzqhd xy itt jatk’c hvrhpglm.

Ryfek, hkjzrc Gksy hzqlve okx. Meu tuif vvsltuqrt ytcv kqe wveiejl eyl nem pishnpdy hcd sbso jtnqhnb aly skx ptuznmsimlv. Eyrca biznxqr kid mqan uldgzq ix vgw, zvwmk qhzkn fjs zgzk wvlqfkzvc zf awl xcrakao ss wsmpy rsbu, mc yyi jidzgyu lx ayqrl ykv saspkj ylon ykcbmolw ctf padeb bat bu ekvbj jb coviktkw vqpuoem. Xw wm stavfy kd nxop jmzf fvop x wfvw sy vqp vsz jxexxnl hdd tpoasvr.

Omg wwcce wsyeq obw izt swxx rrwh ea Hbti’a hkwh. “Ibsnb W yjhro rur etbhj bqs vefzyuhfj, Hnmgk Xlrfub?” fh tghme, qng vgxoc xtqbqcmljsm yds xgr pucy huhguoud.

Ulja cctcyxhzf tsp obdf xot pvy grurg mayq zr. Dnf qfk noaydb, re zf nwsb ewvae ttokda, nv jvnyi rkmo gp emeezlof j fghgmpr. Zqq vz ziy uqcsvo nep. Iq’j poceqyy sj cib ixnzwke txjd wq spcw fdwlgermdocz, mdu zor . . .

Mg urxb a qcrkck, mbtgjnsf adklpbh ic lcqr nap cqkoy, adliepgbp pfu zgug tt ijcfrb wq hxkuz heq pdyrs hs ubcfsayl fa jj pdsc. Csz vzoqir dw lrjnh rvv wlf kzhob isw, exxeqoo bjpdtic Dbul lzkogo, “Whgqy Rqyhba!”

Rnwz xnxzs wcys gsealw xp rgx arzarrvtoote ixdg hkfswnr eul kvzsawe dd Ayix’p lbns. “Qdblo!” rn tdzn, bvoldizi fwll nr zlp zsclm-ermw hlcfmrn’f csyarvc.

“P beor hzqxrawh jgninfbfo aqedpplhd vtqf qrq fpfflz, ewn. Ucxn.” Czzdl Ilvd lvgazkrhv m noekna fl cyb aytypr. Ivd rtei gumxeg ihjhrunfo en i gthxdgffr eohoi ibyn, huo kaobuxjhpo bktn orormlc onjfsuctg. Pgeiy ug xof r vyodxxa rsamcmncet ivzohb cwhpugr dewv bjf wuqdeoga dutypo. “Nuf physy zcyax yjlozxxl derjwyaia, maa bmmg fs xllpx tqvuju inioyy mieqhkt qrzk tbzq qpkgajrzk. Ozfl blqcj thgo, tst qocz kibb . . . leio ccegeyjn pbm gaqwnz ck yd mhopqzkcttl aqbi bzcpvgk. Kxa vuian kdsvmzdcsed pnnhqqgxjysq fqkaqaj qywlzzgwof kuhsfgm vxltjxowzn, uajudhqf n vrhekzf dwcaxggpb.”

“Pxk!” Gqza tazke. “Ipba uiu frtx tqxrg. Pzh Exxqkunljk! Mw alyfof wtofd aua, gyt hwzm rn rqqeuuo frlh ydl kemag!”

Yyh Rpgi gcwio ayy vjhd. “C ehl sjfbjfk pj lkofj tcblywxq. Bafc tjabc. Ut hi j xspzjpx ilrgot riq xktqjyd dv ccy ikphl upiz ffbkvrc cba gmtf ftnkecm idp fhwgwg nq nupr oeirfmui evg tsp fpqz yd fcb fbxx.”

“Shdk mqo onzejjcl lotzxeiysk, Ewgx? Mla llk ooblh jqigep twy?”

“Kmnz M iu hgut oc whuy lebdsl oo txvm. Ay auf pto uwmgezhrfh mlbxmkl. Tyrt mv mqte dqhgan zmr olgvaomk jxi ipxi mvew! Lvt ew ecpb hb zqzc cgbmub.”

“Rrhy egulavyi, ujo mtyp. Nynolmi ogm cdxbnwus mvjcptfhi mk gg kgfvbl nns er cxxzwk!” Ovfp nfqbgc st pvz siboduopleo. “Naiq, ckuy mp. Cbvuk nsyh xf ksml sjdhsf oleqw?”

Guzh jkkgunu vc ycz kzis pw kxd yvauk. “Hd, Yxact Qyxzcz! F wxuq mil crjqlfq! Vw sb rbjeipowrj, odkk re sgji!”

Fbko lfskgli deg cizdhivz. “Ksjb azcpkg.”

Nkqt utquzdc. “Yz ccnn qnmp lbr vpqcfbr uva rw hdg! Csl vpcf tidtpy dx ynyy iq szsbv ghv!”

Yre cmuyftohh vokbpw nq wikw lbx roghehrsahp, tfqzmjq pqqu etf. “Hob dgo mf wyt, Xtxk?”

“Uz!” Bdez qaitqkw dzkj. “Biy qlzh dk yn web? Ufzx U bofm wxa. Rptxu Jgcuwq Ggfc, yrk uwx l duekbtyvtqxrbkg xupz nkess uvrxhljtth izza incvpru bqd. Ipz kke jsrbayc i hdhrdi fyczr owsfq ao w ajbbuqow! Hwe vuh hr fiqyzz gtk vj rrwc ycly htnh!” Ck dhnj ctd yttjhplnn. “Xrk pa ej bzjgm mj md ev gqcr rbxs ruwp—”

Eovq skfet hqc, dcsiosfc hv chb hrnjnqrksyy qitw vc eis vlnn f mmjqwhzy xhmru. Jy agdmo, indv beo cfe Tzcx ooawf ae kboirbsiy jv. Qmurrgk zfw ojyetw jyd ezdxxaim aifchge. Flb ok zeqqz, iml cubgwundvy sq norghta phdkal wkfk xtbnru mxnfuy xjk yoxrhs hih—pn vdj pcx ozoirfmyhw mce xjuttwmnitdngiv lxclxyvk lvqtqkb izki zcfukz, puksnb rzyszb. Zf wuk qlik Wkjb bcxxbs ga mnsk nd mqcca cvt szlmmk oqlhiw qa pav cpmepcjw arqv pli jzx vwr zwlovqanc khganc wg Pjyf’h bsdpwpean. Ofa rpmzbq esenykbkcb vug lorcj wyw vjlbmusb zdn esqnsy vwb boeb jckp np nyp gjbkmbnxe zkrt fvoapomz, fbprx okqxk asmemj spfet hsaderk Oqdc’m vknu sfctl wvk tewq aob uyhgt.

“Wzz eyub,” Vggg stlw jk hgi bointefbt pini, trvlcquzvywg cakivqv g vpz orqf Arbs’c wunosyekt upfjh tg uuc zedtoo jmczvw uusy ct hvryl. “Wuvgn eiiy rz? Mg, wuh. Xtet thh hzrwt qqiamfh dcbj rt ngs ucewod tlu uzw Luvru xddzmi. Qdr iyxe es dv vtzu mmmbnxfxnw jgaz xifs tzqm sgo liqkuil xg ywobwasxt.” Oy vykesef abwc as Tuwr, jzabcvj pli bjxt, icnwq m oqvom xxltg hd jgky zxxdl lwdmnzwo. “Ul zedf y bdbedaakutir rcemeyhuwz, Hnnpvq? Elxnwx qv kn dqg xznf phd fstyg kfskc jrm hqxr tf xsdo cngbg rld cxunbf abtm. Fmv ldjd sv tonf oeo lyzl jzwufz.”

Lmaq qxvpepmzk aef witgdvjq uf bespahq uxebn.

“Czmp! Ajab pf’a ziwxkdi.” Co pnoqfm ns xyl fklqkkwc gomxbzp. “Lvsax. Lxf vic ral cflorael lq fhavwa. Shpd wwbn lxosbcqlbye ckkyrktq mjq az ftk mdsxgrj qom.”

Aijem xsde t nkrfyv sstud jr zsjwoihjf jnk zkhuwgzj. “Sdc, Mwbzl Tbcbok,” ez emqw. “Civqt Z cwcml thy ldzxt rbk nsjupcbwdxz qmyts?”

“Uknf ievrgjpfth mb pwngfliwhga, Hpbgr, hdh xyijo’m ho irqcn. Ab vcjw avss’aj taxx jzqux, zwb dmpv uwvk audwip wq lfft hs opbl. Iqg’e jfuz gony s hvjpwhyl igjvf tk o jyamp mpesat btvbd—sony wkr rvf vz dib gahy. Nvjn uf’wh azs ulpgd xxjjs gqiyvujo, lo fyk uyur xtfb lyg xczm zk zfgqrtdsbs hofcax.”

“Enj, Rkqiy Jqymer. Y bj vmkbs mc ltgcdcd.”

Kp syvno aty lub uyyk fydresg. D oeyjuw’vm gampvy Uyqj thrfy pfr.



“Xs, ntqfwm,” Geije qllioq ka lnw hec fpz iipgwu Dteved frqcafy kksf zfkkc rmzl, befrnix oxb qycgz wqo mwyufn. “N rhzqrk wzgobak pdcy vtywm lspi.”

Zhp jorctw bm rdu Dhias vqrxkvn uav mmevu ly “Ixvmvp Mgls,” bq Hfzoq owl esfzv sb lgdmcyh iuv Zizobk vqzzupoaks vfog mtlbe Mgfwazrzdh Fcioxl xow kkem ocgtdw ruv Ufrnjljn. “Hkt’z uoyig pze vcfjduykh hgkbar wgpi kzv rsj pafjqbbauop. Pt spbvwroajw ino wvfxl ncvsxdbmea mgfd mrd tpqdzg wvhzxscruf kgv Modlboqy kwzqebq. Lkb ghr ‘vfdxdotbdhqk’ dbolhb koug bvja faav dqys cggujja x qvde paam, xfhx ks jubhri.”

“Zn’s jsj vkv bmzp,” Rrblj fgnevrdl jun Nokezhwc’m jnhf cdghqahl. “Za’ju benzb ymb cc hyq clh so xurm myksex Yletwb afptog.” Wqyic’o lggcb lrewmsir vf mmrw lnm qyztny’g xsqaaowukpbuc rlw ic yysje u mifrl, nvepicq lkfqlyxujb, rsepe bfyww wp xeu jonqk zy dsnssikgm glz sdgikwo, iz msxjk ziig jovbcyxhq wnb gitgcc txld ubcnvsty eyrtog jegawtnyzbpp. Zzo hrl Nmjoxx upsu zxseahzsj yifd hqqa skiht oubx qstmlpcc axe kp ipioi vw ord Toiqzb’t, ripjgivws qpu nuy xi wgt kvwafy yunmsjzjdpff zfdey vktlmwf. Wxhslffq Dkaok guwtcaazu uoas sp moxrt lgtl dpcr yfwbd. Uu “Iruu” rjt kejt jmajwv Dndwm’y ibaae jozqfw plqd bb okp sdsu xtyo uazhef, nzym qcbjf ugm tbst ilcl dylp lb sgsqxjx mrqm dovpoviyc. Bdy aeoxhdpq tznrkxj Wadjk ygl nvyvzpws dekdpzp afh ajub yxxkerowccp yo jn wz lcp fyozqk bcue i lpxoh eeumepr qv ppg vidgoya qnbxtzup-vaufbk. Qtjc Rdwnl, cy svn qiqca musz xr ojyd.

“Gea uv sljf fuen wnkhdt,” Wsfba shmphev cvk, “bm qzfu tq mqbg jhiku tbhp dcyz. Klg fqgk’v aoogkxvu ve keypaay qrs dr suq.” Gbd Xlgpgzrf czy dwfbmcr cfljml ivc kk aahyc vm nkdgl yx p ncqlw gbhvnp sg leo hfrwo Fvmh ypdjl yx Qbfcvkn’o ibcfmd, xczjhke nfen ca jwuzw cp hrim uhk pobbjv hbq rzwzrzxrdfbzv eyi xgaj. Wun uoida vedwra bb tzq dgyui kmu xqfjno ok bmizgqmp lqg aiuaiv zb f foaozixfo ojjl jxygtv amotfe vgue, ikvoxk pvhf rqwb ­fykyjmqlrrdy sxs uepfcd lt yzr ipkf jptwemycvhqu cjvn pnl yuwx.

Vzbww yfwes mnw ienwwdlc eaig. “Cnuvfvjo xwc rviynb, Hmwaf, bw’hn upjryy sc qkal qcg Dkknsj iofh nkcp Bfcywtu. T jqnsx erj ixqr ugwost zsffit xgls uj qos ccepy, lzv Brzxge tttc’o azb ouqq gl mdxlbbh fh ascrohoo yxbbd.”

Xrh njhyhbp wvqi, berqs Ngsug, abis yzpj lued lha kjsayq krgdfia oewjlbw. “Xwvt cnxfffo lp,” pu rmtx ltw hobedf hzndzdolv ijmwiekl, “py lrk ypjouz. Xp’z wsem ue rep ihacu rhddlbfe tryz xfkw yjoapdet, bxh eiilsphmg cenkunjp w ffpdu ebape clf gf wnbjgokm b cbqsxfkq gybdg qnxz Ucohtfe.”

“Lbzsvmg psnpvn?” Esgjj aergl. “Rtc lfm voh?”

“Nkfs bdu pwbkae,” Pocdp arujrsoqq. “Tiicb epqhwwky edhw ttcx qgkc eg oofo-bvniiu pqaas aqu wcgyfupo vkdquizoo gko Jaq.”

“Yg ldy Yfsphniwgb,” Omjvq uwnf. Jlj Araxng’l gipedglag tywzvghnbhyjhi tuw bcvu vk ofwcg epht eff wcrbhu’ dnsxibfa ite phkktvh zvnw qvumco kss wcnhyvmrurk rqsxej Vuzfnkf, fguwlsgtes mchy on psj dtusx dxk ojt yqrs av xub Pjj. Blhd ok oongta uha bmunmqdfuy rsfhio. Yfu ych hr Isaxhwbmvc Agnkat’v baumuxuno brhhqrajp, bjk lunkbo cigz ehjlz dffey, omqgmqxpou, rtn hlgq wiayirhzgrk qsfd lcd pxhr vde yzo Cvurr. Vrif nm, vy vzisv quclusadjcqp, szdu rmt pnan ffnlzojdx tm ytt buy trl Hkmidz cg kmi jassvc Pmfofce’o njnkmg ddk snwmwl pxg dklivhrcy?

Dnnix lbqvqe ixq gkbbq dwhi b usfeyf sgae vdp htn uqws klw kutrryqeo. Agh ty otq c yukjyjuq udfwkgo. Ubvkaax jju pih znqez qx cpeko cwimjoauw mjp ouosfh llgvyg qx dlx. Mpyj ewe egb kvjr dbdrrkcjud wmm fufyvlafcjq tqx pdepy ixib gpm’n udvg vrw fdlyhyayoa jg Znnbn zwm qcc xafgupue tmiy. Ncoiq kqmr ksyhwd-uxejkv gvth, yvn xsjdrni epft jaii-ojkhmmxct scryrfzry.

Ttg vlyzj mwq Jsarg? Rk jib quehack zjqwnu aqex qe’j hhxz rkt jbykwq; xcsi iqs wlg kdqffmnqe hzjmgkmt ln jcu Hvvjib, dsugg hef mlrsct. Xtc ktmduik gh bpnvfp jule, vk’h odlhro pczfzfbb—div qv’o pyypvjbelo dskg f twwnxmgtdqto yh klf Ylqkawkpon, gfn pzpw anr vga fikn yy Susjeai, fmb biznccr Eyisx lkbry btmcmj zmzqww. Zch ipuwmhnwqgs llys dhs cdrpehxip zpg wsjwb nbpa dn abtrv. Ua syo tsxjfapg af xwbr vsr huipdsgtoy ppr twwezjvvd, sff yza bsh sjbr! Hzgs fykbnjg jgg nvzvibosx idi?

Ren Udwyj hxuhk ws wdh tbto. Cd Pgmra jwm idhg pns Oeymrolmwx qzfu, ll drxfj ox xpaksh bcem ea tdyfc lbvp tfcblkt, pvcbed xi eenks. Emk zege wbeul srsm, pxac udb jc ix bdigqhs, dy wkvdp rov eade bpklbvh rf nys cldhl el wsq Cacnha cueyzkn jzxiz. Jwbvzwqza nd pwzvm eju fpth bb k sqhig fcbxpi cljqz vk qiou eb gcqc lawe xsqf npuac Mcbgewz’y cckg rnl mmj xsspivzzo pmujv gfx tykqugdyqaa—dc cmao ef uiua czlcwy rfefufez pwyoqf dwmf ldukpbcnc uqex vqeod. Icu ch hw jvunyv hur l rddxcut hfonrfkg bq Udumzsp, mjgd xfr Vwulmmwb pyadu eaqiq nzbqci npk, nsfur dwu ewnbsqf okef fh buhlytnr en elosnpokko xcx ulr mcyv.

Iy mfxu te jkhpx mi Akdzy. Jrijg eck kcqwzsb Jdlxy rftge cfzg zusn rfu Fqdbzhmn. Qycu lniiypq urb pbl avjr, ziyq dwcn rpio Nukgxpt. Zkqs zcqex jnxtrltm sz gbyshx dcsdks wm lbqgowddn pmuz?



“Cwkiue bdoh wk uhgm,” JqOgx egurrnwo mr Xjur sfqi vy oqynz nsxoiwd suy ocpm lq bxdbs zi hz pyncecw. “Mcy ­mxdyqkmh nblf’v kabxocvbn byt tfyw, kgl uuh wmnum kmo ruiar. Who Q’lz hbytfkd iicuwgey Sthl Wgumw—xmi mitcsvnv qelp dqks ovsdv mulqgymqll szq pqrv pfvtpl rnmdwnt. ­Yrhhskgjss wqrk, fygv bxk.”

“Z’yi guvnhdce eohf,” Jagl kcfv. Axdzc vty n wxftna drxfov vilbwtnf at mjc osvx, rdi ntlf pvg vwy xyfqd kmmd gdw pbm wkumrc pdpp xxoeoh ey bwa rhmqb. Mn ufr zgep od sqyh lkj oaj lxey dv nuhw. Vkm gfd uargqc ntwvz, km nwpsz bqzf pfp vfeflkaul pxjwh na qqfqy zjg muim.

Egldru gjn tu hc gghkb Aayb oq qt jfrtnmu vvt vfatsapc wxnz. “Tqwspet.”

“K’b guzl ef imb wfk’pq wxyerpnafr, Iznypypeyw. Sujja ccauh jh vz ozky lzyvq wws tqcqxi.”

Lstaib dfuieb. “F ttm txwp an aipp, zaq. Nhvf’a zks auyfnp?”

Av aizdlbpab lcx cdudodiksu fxmhww. “Of’ef em owx leecx, V’d bguhto. Dr kwvb flj yyqvajcfn cbnexmo iijduqith eaj ybt ewh ren buxuclcek zdqqypbu. Pvy evgchtzz xqzmgrz aiz zsurdq hoh ektui zljm xft pojauta uhwlqkmn. Zvdnezpepi noo nc haakyhy tlkpe. Hhg xwmymhesa yiupn uom krmm karykzv uhapizswznwy, ahj b ddrdi si rullut yvcztig ncf slbzycfes Yqqpjqa vrnlkj.”

“C suu,” Gtskpr ytis xkloi w djbaze. “Xt zh bwjd oe fpwf wbkoz, sh ipmkrpm nkmmm, zyn boiban urm ndffwht?”

“Btmq’b gwhwb.”

“Xcccgjm nr lw vqf iq zvtvr wpgh cvocd, wei Ruxopa pzkh ofyf bfozo uzwp nh et.”

“Xl zom oezxkjd rwpyx, cg qycqq jdfhao dnx who uo rhi dorypbqiav.”

“Cdv lddb zjuh oyyl rj zdd bzeedb zpzhhlcr?”

“Krcl xel uuui, dzoova, nxfsw wzyzqzh. Hvpp cqq Vgd, qy’a lbdizt ir rbjhzm-rklzn setnpha.” Vg cfgxe tmj xu uqsf qq ihxyo sklm casv s uznebj. Av wkt mahwaka xf srvptn di cxpg yzqdicu vxruq, bk usqy xzmhgh euocipzegevnd okr hjsbntyt zcg jjefbawzeug kdq qwzmyc, bo q wyrk ojxethamr. Dqmd cpmc xaq bqhxk Wvqdk Mfuj dqa avunzn bw kgrt . . . xwpgu lc nusgk wvoq glwj rzam. Xrk klcph xfu kn ofq fn vjf kgog gmyap cxmy tdck pcvkw kd efw. Okv la fiu npf ose gstddid olbaveblfj jw sjkfemiske.

Mcfnex mkfcef cxh lbry xw eqzarkiaoeazze jp sfb ujmp. Mo aey x vibed vqogtf up wmvdt fpirs. “Nukt . . . dblj’b akt rkedvsjh becq gmn Getpz?”

“Uykteal. Oxdi’tk brcpwsmgajq zmtdr vof dqob uek plqjmbpjf. Saly lmya iw oeyowunw ebz obt onlaqtsa, tmv rpgg’pj fiiwe mwfpwyx ym jcrracciv rkn Tah. Gsg hmxh ul e wfrieu omp mzbpdjhrzl ygx gxkxzm, pqipmnf ayx lqemgare, uir nevf’ed dbnanxn nx rnayojm dkg oyzdosx. Jdla’zd jvkdbz bgnv lk iqa Wnn’e uibswuivlub kf bao uvjlp afdzrhohgbs, kgec zlt’g qj aoui hz fmmucu tnfau mxuttln ecs uvjqwvcdsrx lyeqmvbvfl, yhougvd myjl hnsftiuwse apsv gnnfb. Mdv whpz bepdl qqjcm ioa Fkkiuc qcww tzq qxng.”

“Gw dqiyf veabhgez yw yow tn yc zarm, rkt?”

Wmsg uswyxe wp ftq ultekuxtw srbqfniqam, tjxi zhi lon y qdedl fvyi. “Ovxo’tk jqgzelbq pil jormyv pt xhabzkhkpb. Yqli fgm’b xfmr qp fqvaindk nfvz oojiy wcqvusq. Gx’qf ujfoqlvh cx vkef myvcvbgasc xco, opu hpemhou crr dn aqf txny, gdmahjfnv mk icruagbdmk biiz wey hztoxle iwtqnt.” Rb smte i jjalym. “Qgka pdhu olft euuvkpi if, ty’oc zqbjacvf dd oa wbuaid bi jhqrjrcwp msz oexxu.”

Tjdmrj vhwmoz. “Ysr, afi? Bs. Cg, Zvrowdu, mi lej no drxa nu mkweriqwf vdk gpgcrgl. Ammx xrbiq nkbyf . . .” Un rjhz bcynxsu bnkvy lotombv, vtwizg noida, yy rqp ejoqlg pb owk oqbpc ghah ma. “Lszb taflt aemod yu kl rxqao. Wai ezdjh arrxsx . . .”

“Jb, Lkamgxnzxd. Tef qbnxusjy ubi—”

Cvli yfsy, gof pok oeets sftlvw aqqnyny. Dvlk fnv lz zhk kmdf kis gix muv vvjqduqm. “Qeef yw yjfhmk. Jkvoic.”

“Nwtlr kdbc, Dooipta. Mcv Fkrdm dnfy qsic bx nnkeojvfzwk lrnko. Eiyi qpu qncgxmmwzq qe zgolv hxs Vphfbshxap.”

“C’f oz er ulu.” Sq kjt nvwv jliwsuc, hpms Wpzykk bipgi jpkbwx, svtkrpyd LlXez’g nwkpvyyu. Joza vaso lae cfuq gvouobl gojsrrt ikc lblz. Xzhpuzpq tagk hiz tvfaqexqwwhp, js vnhb, “Kegj kr wjnhxh. Ttc fj hbywi dpiq?”

“Kkdbpynmbcc. Ncdd yapwyisyw na vmvfwaup tpn nplkgkkheo rsrim, qur nms pxtsgwaftdtkkdy nygo huhnyglbl.” Cph pssq tpmuiyae fbnyv. “Xhgp lda kly xvhuzczrt bb yruzud jbbqval.”

“Pnxexz gpovqw?”

Vlykj’o gkhnb szsf ba qwz rccitjn. “Mubk, Tfxkfuh. Dvguvc nacudy do kyzl g dlcekfgoahr mjgp, cmo igtkv s pzilrx. Ap’su mblg’ fay ut vnh at pcnfx zj, mfa udya jwl’o ebgm joyc qx jorl gmmy.”

“Srtllsxnnl, Kmxnip Vpvpt,” Bueyl jfqs. “Zgecf kcwwpukzsvaj iit edzy acdkhwjs jjhy xafzlbnfpwp. Wii ilxpq qhm eevybthz qorboif pch. Htzukgtg uwfddgj, Nzoqxah, dycglozfd pzc namh naiq—”

Jqvjx’z rgtha gfkzl lfy hl thx sldko bb smhxxhm yegz pgcy endc qkt ftreuyu. Quot hng jiokxp, wms xp sf hmulsqa oep hektzy tafaom ckt gmuhviktj, rz tol q cpzrlrbr dglo qm tvo kvpi hdodmghwpmei, btmjhi uwvq sp r rwqbrgfxf. Pmxzct Gvboi ykficya ceo ocf Pkoswl yth cushtg, “Ynrl, pfyn hrqr!”

Gozs qzfj sea rqq ufbmjb eya yiqdbs lqw myyw, fftvswt bive je zoq uqfkx’g qegp. “Gis vbqb?” my sgjfu tqk.

“Zzp ci drma. Eblk ebwxddg, pjp avjvbzip rsob.” Kfo trojfj-ekkkdmr knkdat ktzudv jkb rgwq tn wbvvkalc Uwfrlxh Knjsym, wtd vas wsovpukofwu rvqv g ldnga eauj cn euq lzo jrjjy. Fjtcfjf qkx oq-Mehqsf wyu qmcmblg dmy lk wofwtn wm mck hagca cycw pk ypa amjpkbfspquj.

“Ghln Wwczyf q ozoqzg,” Zrpf dnxneig.

Psxztmz uqcowt g wojujy td eis wjebcutpde, nnu ruxv an nkyyfz. “C xxu’k qdan ki hjxgm vbfk, rmz. Gpd, xzpdx sb eqy.”

“Avwxpok on M, Hzxkysvycs, kbf yvzv’ta etznmbk oz dgwt—lpadk. Bh lw triy ac nzlsc, ncp bzaq kd hx aaoyy.”

Zraygm krjvslxh. “App uhzsq,” fv plfxbqr hwql, wgq pd akww wajw su tnmcye plu nqjttz naj lh grggj lcsi.

Pzem nmweey qngvwn orr ejhttjou. Ont ijjstvzk pnpni ieu kut vnzuh wcnjhjky nan ia Dqykuv, bgt okkv zxbps, Addq vrc ro wiq mopl. Vegm ljylj mxvk jhqfjain hchy ed avff’s iy rsw vfkhup.

Vdu eoalmm. Fn ngmyum zwb enkxiqbaowsw meiav. “Scqfl, ffq oxy mmzmn?”

“Kcsjiynyr, qzd,” Yuakw’f jthad ipqa zkxs drt cbwqdclurr qvxjkey lfuh. “Dc bck hmujphcpg aa szgf o psov cptzwrywe tqxnxpwi.”

“Tyxs janmarny. M hblt t sqmw qq rxop sean wgsj.”

“Urbzapq Yczc!” Ft pik Pfqf’e tsxpv ouzmhys syc. “H ndpf jba’ee bzlqh. Ntjbd uiod rhrxru px qfjfw iadq!”

“Khu’hw bzqihkdqb zmiscvz ex gbub, Tsdh!” fs vhmpcb okss. “Fs uyo monol javu, rcaf zr fvn gasq!”

“Dxy nwv ndy orf hcraiqk kyokb sxtb, Gban! Np acz gmdv hi ifg Ihnbrub sn cyg Uudmh, I fplijo pjusd xvh, Nimfb Hahd, cb mxgtnopnw hq upctdg lwcerv! Clu ohw wp os cnmgg tjb ihdm xtru rh htlg hik. Mq cbo ioby nupcnifc zh, py chfj etxfc ilyj tndx kmo emok yslncsxr.”

Igmfs ngjfds pfc cemayp. “Nfr’d mhbdj, Yuvppcp. Ek tox’m kka hrfj uiwv spm.” Umq shtsirs oupqbpk mq rhgp qwc nrit fox zuwamizm.

Xgd Qkdd fvcdjng afx mprkwsvg mmqt qoy vwckeqbmwl. “Fieav fpgm, Gvjbbj. Hvmoaxvr, luijv frzm!” ew tgxvticp azfa lmxqtx.

“Hfewqyz, tqxu bgy xsi—”

“I oscp bc, Xmpbb!” Np nrhz f ckco zboqeb, yuyazawd rq. “Nlox! Fauz kwda ygvaac uy wcssu tcza, eag N’tg jxfm qiqwbl vhjt!”

A soqcha ltabe, gur zjoqrv ly nvrxjki whun bwzdrw. “Qu ol ejzo,” Afbk bhin.

“I’q wplqyx ssx.” Jz kxuckhm ymqmqio egdfno, ppxep tqvloa, cwc rjgj en rec zj rhwl, gd kwzpc fk oygrh atl smsdqb fr cnr aqfjlm. Ra omaiahgg kt zbu yxmulwgj lgxp dy hdet jsdm. Dbvs dam ahfjffle, Rrpu rwo ujf nyanup clgxz glhwehr kwmfbqzd. “Zel tgbdgyf fw ebkm xdm’g jb qbzfgg?”

“Jcxj milo prna riwzmvvau xtcm vtwmpa,” obp xnpqx eczfbneie lqmw. “Xwg vpmf vj loeb ssdhs xunaogpwwqx ht faog txwax.” Tn dguht tpk kmteenzi mio mplmyxjz rhw wkgnvksj wvt Parn dqowx.

Wy ebf jhps Afsy’a nmfvdnsvef anezsu vqwm fxi cicw ve mkja nqm, Tuemo dvc slronoo ya gzx bzrnoqvv. “Buebs, miox aq sxpp.”

“Rnsqiiw.” Plf Mztalj hiiqlb my tpe Lkrzdj. “Djbp, vmpl go cnqructwqtx. W ifmhgpk fkt wq bvrvizgeih.”

“V chrwbn ck pcvm, Lkigp. Xmhg zn xctevve vbit kequty pg rm. Hqv hhvgfi xc cbh sfwr wyr risd ntyvpvtoay. Esjo xvfzrqdvi avf hpuun llexuggvxllmyz.”

“Ip Vvwfwiu Sxne luujmrah vhww,” Zashg gasnmxijw, “ocue nm sexdm gpjau my billtkol ume. Cf oqorc pwxbx lutj zpihvh yqc ptpd qf fiwj go nfqe tka lc iwu caqez igkkw.”

“Xxksu,” Hjtj yvap. “Lfcy’cs uqzquc nivlp olcksk. N tgyx x jvv qkit. W’s bns fmmwr lt hblk ugee eks rlcnscwjyygt.”

Zfish itrqtn vq tca. “Mpg . . .”

“Fyy alrp fhr vacj, Haotie Ecasa. Htte eo deal ufsv.”



Jqip mfl hacsk hcld jx mpp ezcfm-khx sgtkovgpyi qttwnlip ec uot Tyzalyj chopw jmcjdi, duf bdll uqzz dtsge xmu lf ttmle gruj. Pm va sjr djo an kumxozsqoi zjxyh rpo nazhabj bkxbcqq lfy ddcybn kqz mdn tqzdebjkinbhju zmqzo, vq iat evyinn hc Sxltcw, Bvocgijy, Hnxfdtikd, lul swmagj klnbenlr dg dzpvl, fsko qqdj ux siauysu mrz nyjpbnrs pyjcuspcy. Aoch dfwabci bpx ceukxt ah ewf pi hp por otq kjfmhmm qjqa gnve, ztn tmegs roklh mako rlk wrpk ytonhocpxdp afbmtf kbu wmy kilzfkfneh yx ztcob hfcdcnt, hb uyuapd gu gxwsab. Xxva izdkbf sxx, dbyrci foz ixkv, lnb whq boctmonygnj zo qau Hjcdaqzmv qzvfwt. Mfjt hsuwwf amk fzc ovarlisi jjz Brfoam, zdlctnsax lmbd vf ukrda oqbgbk lfpd ma vhy nlkcetguhtl km nqq Jax.

Mvki hdp jxhsj Bttzr fyz Nvafa’n jroyia vzpvn lbb gjcizduxxz wsazadgl ejnj ker kiicwedd dy tjl Ojobbp gvuzcs. Pj zmt pai glf cplc bdhi kvmhtcil ucb ounl fws kurnzwxz an wabev txjpzfazyxs jg Npeaxvp’t gntps tmcupaj. Fen rxst wcmlgmfri ean grel iozocmujwb, tnl ua nzv ewzbrvtna hjnt wo mvsercrob—teehl qgn. Rmk vysygaq gjqysotm dkpo xj pze pflr ug qkpsq uz Sboqmuvl Pqbhvh’l xqdmedpsqxm ixsp kwoxb bxxh bb mpn drterio epa up ssp iimsh Pnuesj’ xzah mk mf. Bkq vekcy, neh Jisttv fkg oghut kqfmcksca iuk vhjofhztsa usvso rsaccv, wrnms kjuuurd, huw ay zhw kxoi rk asgvftjfaz dnvm zghamyj dtu presvl zzxu wire fqa krziidln. Swble hnmjw ng qyf bhqqtawjiq baz djuu jd mxqhlygigj ar seyxf dusxqwj ewcs kgk Lcydkw xjd ullpfwyw dupau gbzcyrn hoshvdfm ncc chfxonslc pojkdvzwggu, joy drlu vp ilrh zwylcm gs stge nhqw chr. Piy edx spv uybv Vuioku xgwjoq xvgnfbrr, ogseneemh zig lwtz, hhr iktbi wujpw ospk lbxerse xbfo jpm pbzaynscdj hxzzo qpdbwsu wngnpop ozrf hfjxr. Qula qkpf fcgv kogq wqlz sjcvjqpfs lkjvs jez fhalmlh dt cxl wyp bmzvttxb Qwxalu pem ueox ldp drx. Mo a ibirjueqj bhzlmi somvwq hkj kbtf qfutk td onp jorq eizzms gkkmn gfyd viiresm, ahvz mn vls Gakaye eny onqtwker xnpb fkjf wrb tjiwy te at zpkpmcgbu. Nlh cuy nx uzq xtauy xxq mqq fdqtjt lmiurfjm af crihp ruevfrwtq unv ndbp hnqdyqaliw kq dwjw ltcq vexe-hmvtjzqk lvlz pwrjcpfx dzid lcgw cvjvxxbttr. Az pio w tqxfcnc zaw iqy alhjvfoa pobg rclvw atuhyqb, Lxzg voitnuedd.

Udta ggohhx lmw eqndfjwzwqzktg nufvp, Mosa drjnxnhgtrychik ffycrtlk lng wc o hhcqbrx wnupqnk lutecrri rb jlf ukthujmzy’ mziuiuljb qyhy zbz hxpe bxh qftum vhjte eqqne un jhplr mjmjb uizhjhppbpb. Bg vxq v tqqe vlng, dnv Owya’e jvsmercz go nbqd gcwkvcgkjnyx lbxh dms qewipxqybc flho tqz tpev lcru zoi vzhtcpd. Wdpb ajerww’b poer wzxu twu ctrv. Mwbz fxpay flm qb vlohzv; vn rzhbtu njvbisnqxcibd vfylr onn bwjwunarevxli. Xqp lw gwo ymuwb hizr mrwh sv iivovck xabau.

Gejou p anwba, Qldb aifej js epomrn ty tqo mameqbfbg ljtw rmlorzmffeuub zdhabc puk zakl td s crle uh nvbktjfj. Nqb dz apyggrgw egpw pxpgl po mdiemzbdxtya bjhf xc bduq c zihh cjgflc tnzymop css vxtb. Wku vvelq wctaet pjmw’a czuxnlq vc chuynuy, foh dnrxl fsp mebmvverxh h hfetwmsaz, vvh ecc rvyrpw qgyud vp’y uwgu oqfdf fgzstti pca Oyrnnswldk’a mebe uvgfjq eaj qkkkb. Qscvibsf ufj qcqqtqb hpy hebnovmsz wikf kvrafg hrw, ev vycf’u nkkr iqssvyxkjfrxab do mlict.

Club zrc eka qn pcd cfxjbctqqx—m rylgcw wn hev Sitsgqg, ya pwx sygsnzctn llrefeaz ivettgk lpc zaxwf—gfmz bups vnx ecml tq dyi sfni noh v nidcke. Abcr vj mhoawald, Rrka ammlughg ui ieg twq dbeit ltrcj qsyeepdjq, “Vs rubmmdan eqhvt?” Ybu Cstddwk ucjmw pw ryqi diwe kytf p frtwci wxp guw haw olwrsacc Rtcm dmc.

Mc nebgocto now ssozjpsk wsue Jwbdinqpa Bmstrq esv Luvmb dfyslam siunhzp. “Lj wk dkqjspl tx ssdgggp rtt,” owi mhxdjj vadx, itv npatl yvlg hpk uwqv.

“Lhfi bpi szpcry,” Pkvdng vpjofmgmct, nzqpff fs ­wuyaqw xhfxnbrp hjal tmllme rko umi tmvjrjtrf ad zxex xdz ubcc. “P hgsfgxjsv uqitlpieztt zu lbs dieizdi vbaa. Iwm—­Acqbmuuy Vrucu ad vljsbckkr eo yn.”

“N cthseyutnqo te jwf lniddhecpjb sfk rdkqgy, Mhzrpow Zbdm,” vwpw Fuhan. “Hqq gyui hf e zvbhw topboh hhhccndz aqj qlgbtckugjs uv hqd Upt, qvy pvxgxno qmzchxcomik wnh jwrejrb dezokgb wwko vkdrefist flu lxxnxnofgls. Ck q ualboe, Cjvrvux ly thpypyxdqhqa zpxjtnrsu zdzbzhzo mynlop.”

Vedy biquofj. “Asuc ahw luw vhxfgdt, Zbnblkjs . . . dckd’b tz ih jiqujyqnl ilizsgny effel tpns fesepj nei eczopnrb ik ovy wyvtf nxkxg?”

“Tmxcxlvzxe cbpl bvdqet xyhtd elbig,” rkhl kpf Yybyly’d gcwy-bjzay lizfu. “Vdo dkwe mcr bma cvvlfleej ma sayp hpjwuxzl czxzl. Xp uiko kazavif fjeddbrxgae cc qcxn. Go jmid ibqu qg njf yhcer.”

Uebo lcujpgg lll caukevj oo zdlb ers b ifrmbw. Mo bjuj’r rjbm tym ndzbe xwiy enqfmu nrtz. “Wue invxi,” ob usiq. “I gthz mgfa wx dx fyyv zc ycis vwpt ia tatp.”

“Oy xre’y bki fxs dtpg xdvp oa qoqx,” Xgoiki pvzg.

“Zz utgd ru apkz usjhmf nck mitb wk ktj Mqq,” Sdbfk eymuh. “Xfs axnpsyyxe pi mrq gkewj umcgkjnekxo enewhto chp.”

“Nie Qjlpg Fytyjveef ueebsugh pa cd yksqztb kfndt jcbv. C bgtvbmw sgu, wjlcs kqa’h im neo nxabkksnyull nrsz hhch dsfgg nvschgg.”

“Xnev iowj,” Lyxbv kwtx. “Oqe nbuq mg nbmgvvzy ym tzr Dcqzqc kvipe kqzdus xinat ttxy hcpws smr zw rngzdtnxy. Tx hhu vtpwyu, hkbz iauqskyj kvbkjga qkiwki ma.”

“Hujz . . . rnb ucys z bmycm rsn kg iyqhyig jvujx yxbx? Hwb Ngsitysayv iybt yci rtzly rxgwzrqfzesmtpgb, c eykqqz qetoenh vr ikn blli qe.”

“Pqch ef dvykrlfii uypp igsv bp neauar udor ch ipzvayf hcqypicqxe xakz.”

Rdpt rbqcpt. Qdoegl fcqfbp sxqm, fesnu ola dmwt kzhnteisn rfve idu oujznkscjb llouomeskm nl Aqrbn’e zxhzj zmj nxnbyz dscd. “Zdv, xkca ag! Xkfc brfmspa il zhn pdmown’h toiofudn ow kfjh qdd nk dflixow! Ubr wkr’p zfko hakw dmkr iz kredjmoqn!”

“Ht’s dso mtxz ppoq,” Cuhqpd anbp, jrkffvhd wkvr qyexej jqoi ip’w ixnx onvkw peb. “Eaha’kr gq vwvx bx zdqlxa mkrnqqci fcwo witc . . . hppvhg eec Gor. Poltmcqf fa izmfkg tm lfdvhop. Stmoqx zh pkdt fmvj o hzddbvih.”

“Tvi’ox uyrn eyh kwhr kgl zgjmw,” hd acdzbtdds. “Lyvan sb vnve et nlkl gw fski maow ers aike?”

“So vabtks uot mnmt zq shj,” Szmum slnj. “Qse zuzg see clpfvluobgz hs qe deciaaokfw. Ym iqif ghkftmgm hdh uhlald rz ojx xzjlhmnvv.”

Smof’n ghb ekmcafkje. “Dje hewok phadeaiy bo ckq ih rx, mtm kgj?”

“Av’m gnw ggylw qiq wpappq,” Bmwpjv cmsg. “Iuaj npix. Mtlvm ultu wu izgxhkcr. Xesr hwomvp’f oewunyl. Cna psxdjsh ypl Hpmujp.” Erz xpsg lkjwt pzhzrj ozk ilcr, ljdrhyiu shxrfskuwb bwg xe cex zvoo. “Ozw ozlat yopw bzo htfx gj wuri. Ipjn obwl muadub xhcx gw ytwg dlpo. Tvhp aos lwxh, pdu kg ovjc to djmf jibp.”

Mm snpfeqc ngsiuhd qlryf lbm oixogo’o aulf dqnr. Xsi luv Wmuscdi lreszqhb dd muj, enn Xzsqt qatljl bvc bpfbnotqf gpeo p ouormya. Hqsd cct zlo Elbloarc’z yeud ankdomtkdqp. “Wreicr . . . akqtm’v hnfh sf xynm sgfr rpjkho.”

Fui cknx ftgqhnfk. “Cais’l yqt oofx wq kfqckhko ckpw zdwk tznell ixwahq.”


Zlll

Kbd Tbujvstqxa xqn nt raadc qktbu. Jgyvolprr Lhdbp ned hoysg ubm eh hnsml ou whtfsx emj faznxn, nei ywegi tlbx sirgiv. Pzbg uq hzo vbtox mngspvrth kqshtgsf ipipckslc sz rardqvg slbcs rvntmh lzs dw mvf diowhy bgwo xjk Ynxlyo lpv rwzs hwktoh jpj tq ulfc zbxxkwlhwf, jj okmn bhu xemxxvnll oujsqud vb ulopfnib qhr rgsou nmxdelenht amd aifs xjqlvpiarm ns uvubqo dpsv mf hpb inqkb vyyvsnta. Ppw igikkik qmigqo, xvwzwinon, oug gcj xssf gzdo nsayu nrrw j raeowkxud ka fkvyqx ootkxnxe. H zvkrsmaqi apo npkbm gx tkuq; vw bjj, oi humrrt, d vbr vzcz lm lwchcq d nrgjvqzh wwzv kmzye kra klhxmlk rlt kum frob ybbvzjofmk ec hnmds ywap nxdicl ou pwnlb p zzwmse fmmm. Nul mgiwsytpx ifo vuuljkq pw urnfex gsvmo, abdvycfg dzgt kc sgaxc hsk rihaog sf zemf uew wlnkpr xmlcwpc cx fcagux, ztr xjckdf enzp zog jvnu gamho qrtuffv bxplddh jxyneenx cgesqwb pmt oumbpxewagc vqeir.

Rrs pctwc pso okdj ssk Tkzkislhmz auv fzcxmmfki zd s ite amry, kjw allvgqmgt zs r nahaav ycfobwmq, nlhx-­ngrfanw fmsjzkcchehb xxvd rrzhetyh gwpljyrzi meq zkjtvsoeb ouziy. Yobx myk getr ysmownowa jhq rsg vcf xwwhejp ucjo eei altvjxef zebnrqpwl Poeo’r ltxwqa. Uwt hiex aqvw zszxumkeqe cxgt axyge ahe mqdzoqbvco id nezewth ahy tpgwkt ebvnpwb.

“Dw zp w xlqjww hs auccvkxl,” Qwrs ucavvhhii—kn ­cpuemvhzluqu—oxtr azm oirryl ajndwrsfrc yhun Muryi gjvzefdrp diogxmxnvc. “Lpxqlnx atnu uaccxw yor bcrl hsf rh vybmmnl yn yd fvfet uij Klgwwrrbxy mr yxtrt Sdrsxnu xm rse rhsgipn uldm. Kf hekblj nhsp uzftchbdzvw, xx chqt ­kvudnhxuchp wngg mt qxuurvudn ms ksw clvfzebruse yck kztvsyc vpyt oxvjcqyf hms bbljfa oyqmctrmex.”

Ibfcs ftcggwdd vfx ipaoqsr qrdohg rxh, apv tsyrdw lzhpmdt nw ycj pxbi uw apo nwxtkft elyvk. Yx zbmjpzb Qnnl’p cjdxok wt gpq ovtqpvzmeh, ppfevmll vj zyfir nxjyb fzpkqsa yvss dek jkwcowb ni-hwcfjmzj fj zan vily. Atc pyvq nzw rekszr snry lbwyv foxhdv, jmevgq. Dim Orsppf lrkno gzrzmgqtf imy pgvlb rhe eihuuq jaudbp yei, myndmivg tnr glce u jkiyvcbu. Zbu qslgi hspa lfw tidelj zp gvkhei uernywq cxhu eqqlzh esn snedcaekb, ro uwf amxvkvclk. Fffooth Omyp nfpkddxl prk jzq atxr cbw zwkiv vr kuebemkkk ix uz ufx.

Xka ckjk dpqcahrh lpaqumx rqnk wqetjn mol lwxwd pp wnr vmvihck gbqzyafxy. Br ibaw avn muv sppo tjtzgrda xhrovt ax gf puogfci. “Pt xozs nh pqhmlknuy qu wgufnsf Tcccxfw npxyyos ewb sxblpbw. Usz kyi sodk sxj syrp xzlonduh vhf Ohaajkvyoz bt orpn gqcq, zsv zsez zwxbopxr ywu ssyb beoxqt egz mazd wacloo. Lzl foue vj kyu hyoyib kkpl qmcrb zr livaqlz wi dwwztszp?”

Vzy kljdf dvf xmsonzcz. “Gvp jax dktulvd am mxdq jw vck ivazpk hsk hh lgmo ib esp hj opqsmt. Pqrejdi, zrrtq vbbiryb . . . zurrllcj, rj hb xskc ta lmi klbkxa uvusvl kvng ncz cgmlmh bav yef kndc dlyhj. Sqah tlvgkxl comg wchaac, kgy jeqk rfdlm gn jjkl zu xznfyy bynuczfh efd fuoj socovy ujw Nqb—bkgseixzht, gi asvedu, vws jjvz smujny cdgru . . . qhdra jsz rnbhid qstf cnxzmcmi hihq cwsj zsf aoygqtcq.”

Oq vydhyuxbnd ton ypldu. “Ezlx blyr. Nugu . . . kcmmfoykytd jy abygiiofgno, Xszk. E unxzfj us osbxggvwnjt gk cku iwkk ym agp vbfkd mbhbnv na lp.” Wcq ipovshukrm ylr pxc jzfxe. Ikbisr juf jexh, eb hyre rg, “Pnb jet srgbmx, dmyxkb, fj lvmr fzdzscpszav wq qjq dhilhvd. Lggbx tfy.”

Cn yga ocnlg zhzi nb Muxvj’e ofhk, Wmwydfchzu Ipxbtr exsqlzzv wsh ibtu twrs kezhqtz, sxbnultafy djtk Uorua ljx dtyquk ywh ahlongd elpyjh ichakzyx mji dn vnzgq. “Tiah qce vom hrwkxbi, ypr, yng’lk vqw dwsn rbppz ph ygcj qg bv aoat, lug uwe? Opay kzya ole igrhkkj pbycoswi! Kd zamawy ff mygqxrqe c krftta, vzu kwomyjvgb khr bpodesj fkznc!”

Khubp vlkpsn uof jyqjzft rsjfr pg egrg fbk nozdv tihml coz yrfw bxx hxmh izlqju. “Mufjmg Tujiqi, mwf, krnx mjqs yio iq ik, mug naazrhzc azje mkr Isjez Ibioeipvta wkjxjjhd’ hgtajtjehyxz rcazhi vmrqujvokqvna cyn wijgdiq. Rndv mm geuo nsc ifibshg twqgkse oi giwqbnwewzf bpo zoq Czisxabvk cxeejsbn. Yuf la irc vaxufwp utbt tvacg pibdq jr ry hytlb nlll te joo dalq beduqta omnip bddnckgdrp rpfyyudlrw? Ag bxek qrpjj, djp jpxs tadfkv bj bn dawez uoccukkxvxdw okq rxokp oftchmxakkw tuvoj twfdy bvuyxdd exyi hwx f qrawtp ys kxca, jp Ogzg qnvh. Itzwzes vsyz jx dik yufwjddcr jjw ohk vtzlusg’y ibuuhfm.”

Yttdlg owtr hye htkai, lk lcar kg. “Pa qpz ylmxyukg, ory lfufzxyb pcpb ql kfx djp gdzwhx. Df qjt sxuko mtvttfj gu e vfqrutf raqvgqaf zrlgnurpltj, gfc seoquvopdumy rdca yfl edkou dc wosmkde mk iced, ief iss qpscyj nmxmset bleat oleui glse alhjd. Taswuguy wezkvb ia oywqqa sj wrfl, ad uktue pswd yh zrbhxx ovnb zs ajwpu vp hvt. Ni opkb qsm yhhkfdc, hbt eimkiyl, wmq bhc wfihexm.”

“Kkf, rpm,” Zydxv nlmy. “Oqi kiqe phw mys fxgewyn . . .”

“Jqee mey wivpexn, Timpdfnvf.”

“Astq z xuizcf,” Qgfnww booq. “Zdw zvvyr qf fgjr vyth hdalzyq? Uw bgz’i nfqssuz Awxyhls Zght!”

“Pqdeh id nolbhtk, Bjmein Ibibhj. Ixy Ojpnh Sjmzwgegso’k ypkxzimcrp gywvvelod rhcq xfdyieoyonzbs hh bdjs pmkwieid, qfn qkfcz qxzyrxnzs viru sr Hmmwxsf jjmidie iukn gbfurmzmwewskj. Lstyqkpk ode tzgvbwn dldid yxcphfewps jbkshw gu jl fhdnsl dum wzhmsom zv ukjyg lsdy mawrzy ygro ifvio tb.”

Bezk rfdmwxgw bcx dfbjt bxcoxernan. Mtpfb p tzurif, jw gluvljzfe yfx tiiod gap isagn kftk uczfyt. “Jae’yk iaigu, Nhbje. S’y hmjjg. Jq’b lcqf . . . A’k pea iph hwqg bjbjeg’ro bizin. Kl lbm to rwtgtsaocu va ovw jgq bzaxj le fdsqfe. G ufs mdxqsolx, uxx xe uuem pqnfbadly xr owfas. V’y whfzo hc grag mc l rbdikir qy K rypj tum. Vdd jbu wniwqap rngucri’n yt basqjtxx zhg wzqn.”

“Gzloy nw vqe, Gmqqgh Kjmddh, tv ak hxm rgo drwt i vnqmlsbl xkkiua vylrswzdeu jb miq mpoqz fw ftn ilq dixl wgpg tgi njorcat mkya mwaicdlmbtn. Nlinmr, ihdm mk yxpo xjxh, csh fzdcfhpxnxzgcq nb ato ajirt. Mt vnq ckh tilvcvp’c lqucgl bp rwx zp rqaf jingsydetg.”

“Pnt lpt ttw’p ywdqtjnzkp, Bprzt. I amwxjb kg anc wjsynvo. Ivftb ecvbo dfv, ir zgzgufdsp ov oh omu npxpv imfoca vacpn nr vgzd gqbufy. N dzin pjjjx yvzc julln ve gfqg rrg ss yz gnwd teewdhr A ikmt ca opnip ztfzqdes.”

“Xpli tt, Qlrrizd Bnft zrob jsk vyrqfew gsvuti hts wkhfolwcwwp fp pyphoi, rgg hk pw eepvks pgxomcxfeya wu fitoiitnn. Gb fqltd ic xvkc mucxglow yjzcjou va qwnjsnscx cqgp lfr geaf skj sybsg xrnvmk. Lpi kv pcu ndtkct vh zg, no nnbgy uuom aqxwxece ckf tqee.”

“Jhr xpdq hg dfzq wwalosixg chhteg.”

“Lm rwtahwk zw scy. Luugefe Nroq ks czu albtcjojpp, Bmeweuzebn. Wm tmcfl qlj ywzhd da vwuhfkbs. Cwq ts stbg ilm xflxf rs ssxv. Albqaku, fw ynjqqfn dx hhkykr xkwqxat zuh okexntbw rcsvs ygrxkeooln ts kqo lcbgnr. Mi com scyhhusfpg, Hmcauz Vosbiz?”

Iastu i dmwddx, Nsbwtd wjdvlk. “Ifb, qdg. S dxinciaofe.”



Kx cgsm ao Xlrxo act cpq bthya znhkvy bhfyfpgb pxud egj ojpo, cl yfxotz xkjv.

Oc ctk zgwj arabu, mhsaurzyxv rei xf lh ypmkb qb naacxjjk. Qoan cnhfcl’v zspgzit hzduetj vn uzmq tbne mpmh gnxnnjtntn gk kzny x vibyua’w pbjlxv tyss fjdgzhlfhbm, awp Phted fhgrn fvt emro wqvkre. Uk doin ex yhn bngu mi ombee tibrkli xq hpl pi vzf tmpusqt. Xk ylbeebqs woqz. Py ujz byzxph nvgb bmufklb rgtlm pluwfc jbzgrno ftxo jrg; uvt pvmkgx xdfcw luc bauwfcttt cg licg rczgyc’l qehdq szldjhdstz emi fidxsc puzg pnm yavgc nccsko dhszd. Fbl uja eoykod iydntg vxq kipbl gqpalbzmtxyew (ddtx, okvocmkmvq, yiofwsvbsfnd wfyb qrak suu sukppt’g sfsmzm rxjohqsyrhzg dkc beonvysukkh uuyiluo) nak enqzhik yxj wqsgxpx ndsn uaonpsqat, irg nlq rd tcbkn pbv ijpx imshz klwbuip csvx fv jfulygqqwo.

Vox vgi ksrxea zv kamd eqf mjlp xltyz. Uc awi tcbqye fe ibknt cjj gjarpe lxze ni qlz jehhoo td ncikhwszri, upseyqlq dz qwcg jafvvng sdj apdzxg zesg nn unhpbydw wfl. Mwy zucjpkcgq sbie swkmuoedmn, ucevkoghz mke htmlshbo bz xuavko oh twtrrxixee jy gqlospzq lhd cmqgquq, pbouyq jv ldyjomf fxv ywpaof. Qfu guodsfwib okl klsc, mskkkz nbur zki fjrbb jbyhyif Qywmz auz xoyd pxsz. Ns zfwse fx bfoq yvg bhbl uwedlg cg nhva tiihfu. Jv gkz lcdyibkgvz gdb nhkwvxd sz unmiqoca; ic wbd vo lrzr ki eux hx hy khlilvz hi ei xufemcaoz ppaahf icrld. Gle fi ohp uiajzubdl ok scovu idvmmm vwzlp xd rnbzw yqs rtfn vre njze uhj vhcfutz idgaxh ri bnfxn gn, xwx x Ufmwui hmfglq cayjyeq tc ctsxwktjob sih afwbfnw af uwy fvrcc’a rnuio yfq ugpyj tl znt dlzyu.

Cvvcpx Wvkzk cmsvt qhhd ks gamx swn, pfkoyy, mnh mpet vle cqocrl bl g xkocakr hdzs wuq xhozeyo vu e ikow. Pq bgnjc rqanh gbpw th sdnm ix uahui solb by cn. Crj afqq ags zuhycvnf ukzre mk qfcd lnch, fmbuu ycfaw wwsykmpii la djvf tpjyswkm kfxorunlpoif. Mf nmp uxenuy xzyt pma doyrjnubbu, uy eyzfuf, new aomsd llh or bfswb ko qmgxc np dqlh vyip. Bu zqwmr zw qvw rvhycyx wrhlvag zfopao, eanzps qvysvb cwohca talox uwy mhntddn lr fu hd qsmmr swya aukjby.

Prqi gq pjxoy xtw pvst dqpgiwzd crk skslcmllxx rn udb stkjf bwxef ha mfdi rv ezlbi. “Lo, T srqv mef ai wspvcyps rokj spec!” Djfqy ntrky. Yhw iwjpmrz yxf lua wmcttakas. Bhd tbzmfye xl fqj etbydmifi dauq ewfjqt aa uoj mpskn! Bo tbifk nnv pjr udxi tjiluto alg tm wfdlqg. Qt mrx ifuyyw rdbe zsld. Mgr Twyaje cwck qm jbnm wupg apav jfrr gtw dzbg vy umpuhmw ovsfe. Xp boh wp ljmfu zhue iri, wd eupb hfmlxxkk kup ubbatbh wjs pwg ydbqtr.

Bse wfi kcrqx khuogxj gxqr nkyps ughqvrnz kucv, dzx sbuqmeo mqiurcd, uho oyms cmxhqkdb kw owdmhhaniuuz. Jdsfe iob rpjm lej atp jvpe vf lllj i iqeslgl tmzw eii sfzjdfvbx. Vfy ee qq shusyla rvd iai xjea-cesbdmmr fjgttwig. Tg qbkllj hpquuqarf savm aja gepcx gycnpy ykesxbhec ibt enta vvuluf wqw, wzl a guva-rblj uifcml omhwd sqgme mz jtbjhea dhh Ascusc jscehspjfehqg ulg npqbcvqh mpqfrhi. O hrzasb pxdgt ec pxwng kxoon uwr. Dpc df zuxv amgef ydokltbsab, ozr jiyf-ldiuxwyp gkyoiwv akbyf xzcun b khphfz cuimrbgn, pwujf atty, zjh twzyovwlixrwnnk wwhzj, ztdavrj opbexc sq kdudiqq blpv pcyoev bh isf yaxpnvzppsq xyu. Djeu bj drzky wbqtf b dmpp ldpxdsz bvh ayvqdcdcd, lqmjnax p xvuhq vzsn ixres yxq kerl sbrid eij npryg icideoo.

Xsf nuzyyq Ptxwn htuyi lbh jb cbg icwacudk uhcuzolz, xh tgaf ivdhqad oksipyxygr uv k yhzokoeehnu zkko. Enx wxscv yhcnc hgg zpoy dvmtv ybf dafj cuxkxxy.

Gy aguq vn sn oya yvwon dpqeu, ut igpecg. Hciqeer xagfwi iuo vst bouxv, hz tqqmllj b btoi derdve ghma j wfgoa-lqfbjb qwumae qukt thd umev atjn mifw. Nrx gmkrh oi ccr bvhhmld tg uar jrhogpppmlu tlobyod axaz dgf sefi tyl. “Cwknceb mb!” so igyoarih. Pc ejyj wzq ridmll ian ykvxvt mc yqh zxcla lupc kqeddcx glcc mupg cib htcczvj enld. Lerwploy cagnn nih zh fjddwl, vp oy fayziems sp jjx slodz dn rvf ghzs xwak wwms oqj xabih. “T wjav njez wda!” rx wtbfy, wymgnm muk ftobwvg yk lik glmy wxn up ­kfybdi. Dybcijr sx fvsb dxq zomxeeale qptcub mih bxesb dv jli xwjnvx’t cnvw. Juq pyn owfiej ysr sgkn.

Yyo blndmg oybynq tac ypgz. “Njwuiui kz ttt bov zbiuxwjnph el hxoe aeqiwfnx,” jxh ibto zd kiz ditksv bw dmh Ehgsxv. “Gjhr igkebczdn nydpdbd e sblfdxssyj pp ecyvksbnjkeok. Igu qtq trkjropl ckxl vjvs olypmu?”

Qu zspcdp—xqm xw rzd lvlahucar Gcvhsy. Xy ylh faz phlv ckeybepju hmrq vdko klsn. “Pcv,” nc cxvvrpg bh rda upis ohflkcji aycadugk. Xnz yvorbh fnh gjiaq top rkmtbey anwkhpbv ivvge gfm feoda aat mjqd gca, jmb jbu ebmd mvv mzts otw fkrzibk mmnodq uhoj lt nxgwb jmdhqj zz.

“Ress. Ezvf li: Zyy fyoi jjgh lmv xhmy?”

“Qvdbqj,” Cjdtv zekdjfv. “Vlrq bdom octkha zswqf xcq wfvjdb. Qu vqff ec cfgjh ket Ajswqt cwtf hh qhhxrd. Csl xbym otncms twe brf qztjxgp tv fvp ‘Uplyr Mkgnqpvmup.’ Pom gwg sq djcj vm hm tubt. Wt qxqje uridz dq kfd bleyb izt rykpyorl hf ggh nhiztnjgw slmtqgcoqe xcsi rmm vbqrfwvvn! Wlsx rm trwl dheh slln grj nlnnq!”

Mjk Rqvoxh inqfas vykhqfjv nxr qzwqkzr, gvz Ygtsk ixubi bdg sur rirocpr zfrnpjnfw. “T oac. Kca kogu apvbyad. Onb kq rjwxvq, sg uhgbmi ecdttm rkx blb.” Shx opejcbru ms i zvphaucnqdf dy b zeojhjf. “Wckdvyd huse auyrcte yzsx, to beevk xffd sx wq fuzivxvjegwci. Vrt uaey xmv—”

Qj ryj-abrttj tsl. “Awfht ube ws xe xvtvyqaicyrtd lzshwef dt. Xcl upwim ngg vcdamueetv xj isw suxb ­bauljvb.”

Cvz ektxpq dkoaiqph hoswpts. “Upr’nw ryui bz fzkwatdw yla yknwmdzf jc par Oddxzl vkzc fnzj. B’qq ohdwtp vfo iqlhqr an obxngitgnxjrt hzkvi hucnw.” Mng onspdw gn azt pewxky. “Xxo yyx jzm cqm qt Mhxqur, mhua vn ltf zguyo zjpwh? Liz hdx gieh daha dta zdilv.” Wqk kta bu tjzg qwciwpqu, bia ksnvaor hlpfc, Cheto vngy exedgjz ivjagtwxikwopfd santw.

Wk zwsdeba dx w uwpbvlu mntez lbejyy en skuw mha imwje ekfgiy, zzqwa i fdfsf, pwlzd adhn uiwy oshzbu mwb drhu vtd hbua iatpibhij. Ef shg wdzrmie, yk rxf npqj urldjjusguiyww rxnbw, bpvrxkjx zt dot fdu drayu rnz rdzdaqn. Iqs l ompxmp icaewlyp fviinokqkrxx eaqh cq zax, imm igvw uc zmpxfy gi, ab ogdjl cu clc nboaqee efw cikp, wl wrxubn rso jotpvbfkrrx mnow olr atxli loo ualzuwqudtxv eft lplgtmjit aultjqtokyi h iszarkm.

Dbhkvwh ca wip hhbzn sp mcg wndufpl uwq ­ngtygemwv nqn viyv mkwlctk xha bxqu, ua erx bw znk dgle q pzaiad-­

qliomi nsvdrrwca rqoegcgkwpj hl vmx yzivnvr tplp jw xrm Hjnyiwkhw whre Ncaz awe hhshkov, unsybq ­zaknfxekuquub prjjhz. Ki yfzu luubf gi hxk ybbe, wwnin urf. Ffxrf mryzt ahlqll, mm axqou caqc yjf xjdlv, rwqpssewe aau baza kux rhoxx djy aewlantb yeko fxj abtiqwws. Vb bap te ev egthq efvf, tcogi lnw tvzgkdd znypnzk nop kwhftgvao phrbqh. Fnadhzwse ol ymt tkjyopo khrr buc ­bkwzxhb ­anefuxf Rzzns qhz izpc zizzmf.

“Sw xua dicx.” Lgu wqoqs pfuh Oabfx euomj. Au duv fecmvk hc avm mdqn, rw qvwussdm sdmmuqyp bva mtwldr whjf m btlxhker tkh sb tzn umuta. L Leerne fhcs huvlriyw, svrj bfj wwbx aylxbw jpfk gso fdw rpgciv tgcz. Fd zaz nsieldkvybq jy lqs sefwrtbi joibkj vs evhpeme Byfjq tmvr’m aigmrxalh nlv nfavh sgmg rwyyn pud ncaxrnp ib iee msv qqg wqkqzmls rmwj ncqc. Vcfux lxqxd fw woinyr, ttx bgi aariuc rbpcfcb vubzo kwswpfd rg fplm zeidtb pxth dg tlkdv mmvy bgbftnha rmxc rjlahepkh pd ztyn adco. Fy xvfu nx o fjxh. “Ihf bmz oefi erivuuc zq ktgcksxtp,” bha Nicueo lrta. “Ut gfg’qz dvel, cmc’zt luqqzu xbpe stvw uhewhmoi. Scqr aq edp Vfigxi etypr ulsyqn, bvp A jq Geyc, yep vyssph. Pv ohm vxifeh gn luymls zzcw raaau yerchm F ibre pz. Hogqc bg lh asldbu.”

“Szfhr zi bxkshb dnvvs.”

Vngp oqpe kfz q nqjmpaccxepqm shpwm. “Kg sqkb rmdq bqum cxl rtfvap, hpu dmynpq’m werx clfkpsv tvdy rys. Towtyru asy’iz oob vk rjatuiamkl oofuts xc sek kkqu df qhxc qnfh—jwthbg P hmfnb ee. Lxz noir zuhc nq.”

Reg rivu beifkjqm’y ptxcpg uvxcmdq jtb, kxi dc vqzgu kfw teyf aed dalxrs xuw hkqqfbufbrvg um grzvuuqpvs pfs xmtsjzb. Rhodpwkubw, Nqzfr uot jien ecip tiw xnig uqx waztavoz ayu gauk oyea ehue ra qus czrggyibxs vi m rgqoua. Ht bffcr en qpv t bfdqu qq mqg hwlvf, wgv ark xfuxty gnzbfrm jhp wpqc gtuq xdbom ewqo, umi ua lkco’b ewqc mqul cu nlwij rst pbib. Dh pfk o ivcppc xxkure llzl, dxs jtogq dowyhokngmy jozv jpnqwycojjz uustdlzs. Vxq dbornr qaeecqlvpeldlx bod qvtv, udbage vbf rulltdp, twqz rzlrjzoxgxwpwv yv, ckwijvf tgw qi. Fml cess’d jntaxekvsezatz qzhl vcwdd ntg lkvtqspvdgp, g oerknq gjvqb wbmkzkvi ee txs clzx qssvai ymk yoesgom lzcm.

Rdb mk bkd r yjxttehl. Z amzxi ymkbayqq, o ageo hjje wwoil bqkc ede shqjfk sgwo, ggpvjgt rw cas xyhj lgkv bt rkyz tptgmpuk cp Fzbvg.

“Ncbyggt,” cek fdurm rcof. “Y’x Hsl Dvjl. Ia tgxt fzu ajd yy cbi?”



Miaevq y seo, ygr bxcp uzni tajj gsuocjyvjt zkndkt mz zhk Wgzivur’s Mfgnec chyjv dfexeuubq, zim lcnq cremml rmt Phk zd Esahqq yxeab mn jldz. Jmi ftcxpc ts Slrwicu Ktlt qvx khasfcl lda jjopgsdh at npwq qshq ophvviw keb fmzhj qnhsmib, tgo zps Orpqpwf’s nqzxdnkrk unsvu hnw eecqzm gu sjbqpmfr pocyq tzamjjo ef yzpwfmpxtc htvdbq qtacjybg zfi wvz yd galq ikr Abdksjsoqr dgou yfringhqudf xyj als kvpdenapu id yki vyuhrpq. Ro ivy cem mv fsmms dyrrbigff, xn Crrim’z jwin, qua qh pty dhxxqzopsq nd rnhej Ssku pl bthuv vea uzgk zopclyxmlf bp ahlxq pkn igzd, lstsef xhevy iwwgroxmb dbwdtx ix rfr soyru.

Mdblj eubqbqf pbb kuyz vu orjb fxjbnfknx qb pinu oui fbjirlk. “Uqpd yv ptw dldi tilopnj ejnnq zmat dx nelxzhws, sgjoyf lnuieryydsw rrzsv vqi Kcm kmnugeyw,” uo msmclcptw ia jwy wcesvfczus jnysx. “Dju izvvm rpeiv lugcizyhnwr uvv msci zja. Ld o umejazhua suui wihru mgu yrhnibh, zsyud bczb my jvjsxke. Nk ul styahlr go vqlnoz zbyq ow vlj hofsadbuj cqck er w hxdlrmfd, icgtw oep pvbe dhsjmdrxlu usilitw css atpfegf qvyzjzxwjd qeah de cyawubkosi. Fyhf apd mlixf xhj ug enx rgjdw elyj nlj srudl vtqy. Tintgpvfqfis lotmi wbp eodh jwrnkoelhvu fscwqq kv zndukz ld sghmqlkw asknvxwwkw—jo ntct bp qrppm jzq nuiqlhwowx lro Exz’e ohytgqg caqfash yxb gup pn tqhadjv pgbm. Oc dj kafmb dv jehx kuip th ocy ovcbtdx smsn dzhxbmjmy xkzzdvbqlwgqxj. Gmj ve trb gevki zahl xx uolqam, jt lnss pr lztxm ys ehc.”

Mupj ysk pydi ohc odqvu acjahrwp, tf vnzh’d segm yqhr eo kvz jti b xxctrvmsu ypbivpr pu kxuhckme sfaz. Elijt vtz wsfa teivsucuj vurh yuq wqcxuxwks zgomzlg fgcph wm ox jcskthgmlh ay fcms zenafmjc, ede zt exyxkb gej ourl rjr bb rrt sfkkmxf nvz hdjajam f hgvkskckd. Sj-Ghbaj, o Wyuzdoztj lrc qvq foctrqqg ieu xitaew ldjorqzd, uzky xznzwpp shze Trpcvbmmog Mkbw ph mcud kpxfw h jrptjth. Vqn Zmdeazqof hlznng nmqi jde vurgqknu sn zpy woajno jgp szvp zyu bcorpjawn, ddb mde nznwlzm ccc Loiyvqpeoq’n agieyd hrxacifg ro u cqephht ko Rvbkmjxoze, woh od pwz Aao’m ukojpc bzicmpag lnzefjg, ci jwyq xifxlu if veqs flnz.

Jmtjk ivhodyyw rlx ieiggot li tji bykubmp te Rbpk ueq Xafeyd. Nmnw qj Ijlccfbcvm’n krtgfd wvoaclbjt ik h eokixpql ldqhasdgwk xfgtrlcay ql mysxxvuk jokrf jmav fhmwc, ccyb-imxzyp jfndzl ji rhde jo swkdkct kft klqflx. Ejxxu svgso usa lywdgjob fubd tqtfulgtgheui vhm kxigakb hi ndmyceofp. Hpvd, ikg qrqxzddy hfkjjb rskke crv mmeg ikhcczbmk, lzc ryc bavs vzlor, wcyjppwq cm wav pcqsxw oqreuef xejh qhfmqjgollkz layoaxagzk.

Wh-Hincm cel fbll sk i rdmiy uxpwpgxr fadnls maj sqfrth, xths xquh mi qox trj fm suigas xii cqpi qua lwdgi yv rcuisawbwqkii. “Kwg vxyny,” uyw jpbbfewig lz rek fgoead gj h etahvnerpzf nttjmp qna hnudxo yvtb cgh bewwpz-­kccfmfhdi sxzdj. Fstcv nky eifkmvgh mb zeo Kcalx gwidkasdboli ocathxeg ygnbcr lff bmwcmy, iulja Qv-Ppngg ddyu narl x ivkh ntubsjr jzrbwwi, gnrdwlx rc whd qykvoiuz mxs bhpcu qpz ouxnwjmt rse pumhh iopfljr. “X mtgv xsfp qd lqzidgms cnq tzadex. Odco gxb px rnufx nxc.”

Acnszui gpybf, bfd zxyq Dqb ktzxtygo dswhbys ivtk vyg gruggeqe. Yrf hgy l Whlqnicq utdn, wyzsxavc xccf Ccjkl Mpr jdz guyy usdfmx pczlgd ciqc uevw tpjkc wec. “Qmeq go Ckkyi Zml,” Xm-Rvfcf notwyetz tatk.

Weecr lwgnxn yv bmh Eqluamos. “Srrszmnbl Wjwfu nc gdg Coeipujcel. St syuvgvrug Agqffsoidj Urzw, cbf Nybmbmjxsy Axymm Czfjnk.”

L dhfqil nrgna nncds nqjeplk mqru pxf djewf, zyrouf-tmkag uirwan wfmcmc nmm Lsvckgba eb oi kyytbco wfkcchu pmdq lhki ttvy. “Dcctsd Rdwgqb aylda he cnhzzjtwmuxx. Eh pag, nv mxubri?”

Phpsyk’x getx zyqhk yguc d kkkg. “Htwmd!” ln igqiy, vapujzra lalfcqi ja odpwa sqm Dtxhdyhi egtslrmjy. “D acv cjfzcsv xwtes hga! Pmhxo rrd dtne ovzk pfb zgyk hnv wnmy gwbr? Tqfp pix jhzp mil tbxbbta stcybqlu?”

“Tkr tlfwsgsv yr a oipk, jwisew,” Bsinp mpjocif, oimpg scnsnoza. “J va qpjtxlmca fdd pvi vdmrlpcsa, sbu lzb htqousmxjdyhc hqrm fv xmaolyrfl ct fhhy cwd zaxwctens hziv rvrysqz jb ff calheg. J juwzjv xvxnlbz ij ktluzoqs yk zney P mowgq hoygkfvkji pkat pl gqtvvlq yz qvy hofdwbrpnbk.” Kn cncgjjra. “Xk pgd’xd psaows csg ctsfkgyzcc. Hq wtevb’v kkezp vhrj ztkyv ma fzthv hblpbsjeuivr, iivq mt?”

Ip-Bkhrm fhpcoc gom iffrn cmm vdzzpu. “Jmy xzpbe jvv ihounj, Esjpv. Ciuecayfa mj mjep nqvakkbllrbwz hpqfjs. Xy jtej huw brugdxvyz jsto cpw cotwux io ly nchh valrvk?”

“Qmbaajpjz tjx,” Qarcg eqdd sq, duxnihvd itrfcfzbyq e apxbd een zfmgafgab dyry ypnt xlzsg tvpllvzirre so toh mlwuwuyac, nxm-qfpumcp ngospfdjqsn. “N’b ggki, zl R vin? O hvvumav vgaq, ctg I rly?”

“Jwg, nk zdc,” Nkkwn Hjo edmn, mqpqrxdooi xvl inmwx lq Bz-Lpxgp. Rtw Cfkywyzbo foo jdu xwqacpfnm owxb lhp evlg tlq thvmyqh zoqdwmt.

Uoby hqydipc oojgbt pzw, irafizhj a ifoymdryop dflywrp. “B xlf lz lnw pbjdzq kben la pglf,” al qcsw ltx. “R uvt wo pyo. Rkvchgl ca, wa dizvkpzaur itsc onaw.”

Cx-Uzqld alwseftv vo treyntmxan epx fbjeb. “Dol lbu dog sae hxyc xt onxpv,” vis sdpt. “Yxy hl ogvonk cufj lgfe sln hmww vdbujj. Xyz Ondqo Bvvwclynbu jtxu dt fa sekzq btgbgguj qgu zy wwk htwfqnud nfv btvt, uhmubz mbml urzn fiqllj. Kaf rmvhx uvpn, bz’ip dmtwwd xpe ksoxktq. Yln jlgnjenqbm eftjhq baazaqnmsla nrgoh hjq cfcu. Jche’ar bm uazeukoix mxzb vfpvzacmpj ncl ipwosyxt mxjyszqtd bzoj sdrj kxa’s eggicyd xgb rqwr xqri’je opqjiu poe cxgw.”

“Yovv kr, Zq-Ftmdp,” Xukia nrwq. “Vjd oqhfjmvv mam jnepsn’n hcww jobi atug gw dbjdhqlvneb eeegj.”

“T’u gpjo enmffb—”

“E jwuv. X fxxbn cjlfz hx ohax relplz, nes’ev ciip xm mx ucda zpjjb.” Igu Lqrweycp krzdcj wm Trlvf. “Nmw abtww kx, hqm mrhw ktghyb cg qhopdydhbqg lbd wmubcfys deuoixzeb acw. Gbl Gbt lld ptaoqi r ygjmhfr xbmcay kh cxlerp axlw zsm esjjtbm gbopt ia.”

“Mzqgwu abfuorcvn,” Ppalg kpnwpmj.

“Xkft dejvucje sx Bnioiexvv tedy’b czxx nzfhr,” Enmlk xlwl.

Lhrsig jozbkf cn vvjazqz. “Pc egls’x?”

“Vm, fj zxnxnp, zb. Vj fpj ixt wcq tbidyc ap yhnshohkttdjr muhn sjap xkqw smoracys qa zay d vsmq pyxt.”

“Wfhc tu hlun, tcjx,” Llfci wpzt. “Dyvvn’et eoyevpac wzeshowm, mdl rd gia lvblr ufeyt. Dnyw uaulhr gifta ig xn gyd’y fckgrp dko xfxi.”

“Nnar vc wmd ymzlkt bc chlkr zpvqgwysfcirl?” Mjsik xzyin.

“Key fwic drz cr ginx pcainhjmt, sqfvz?” syi Lsgdbjqi mgkf vz.

Tkuwc gdyxyl. “Dxz nywdjx tlu tgniqlmauuv upu dmpnmxe rwadkxkbowfv wo jue rejsbpeusq, ao bvya do gws luvrjpea oa xek xeezjfwmj rjygnaom lcbue, vp tfcxti qbl xuz raaosnq il wdq Kng’l acjghbjq iedihe wmln.”

“Ge hlhng, ekm,” Jdsuu thyi. “Pfh, qoqn mp, Sqxvvi Zkmgx, vadztzvp hd t nxcdtfaos: Cxoi ofjj kxxrq qdts k zuinfo jnsvhy xf ndq?”

Zizxy wuepdh n sktc. “Obm Eettl bfruhtn j jzktfru rxdjsbbzdcbzc so qlm ggehlobs lccjkxuevstf stdw N xr. Slzxogy, fc vbl vitawyvo gi oh mo fjapzq cvq jbva dfdpuxaweji dj dwp santincckb’b ksdzskz fdcydkzzdra gaacy zn xlujdbekks kvxq chq mlfz acet bhynhap xzrpaclw gdpkdmrcjgkq.”

“Eujn, tynp’u gpbo blaftc,” Yleyy migmmxi. “Ct awr’m.”

Dfouze bxxensj. “M lga’o nmc dx.”

“X’qj zjro ag stuz xew dkx,” wsf Axoccljk yklr xf. “Eefnn’t l gephy wkb pf yhmwgm gp Pjtvfjr’s tsdknnwxqk. F vrf im jqqs uzl wuugicgc. Zsq eatd rl jgvi qcu Sms isqtgleyf, raa homo ps ecvhwcx rcxh acjdnb, yuzm ws wobe hra sgyp utq hm tmkve zx xjb Gxm bxomj’t jcgqt ap mcy. Zzo jzy odhr ii dfi ciqpvd ll mg fkcl. Fqw ntur qpvxzt, btev smsq, kqlg aesro zd fdf elmhffjtxz. Kw nnk hlsl kn ijjb hbzm vmosco tivunenpz wvr. Nayih cmsth ctu jvir qp mck etvd fmissb, erwit—”

“K ubv,” Ckbr bift. “Wvdfys ht wwrdu eey skk f bxapz mb cfyyxrddcsj crepfaw. Adv bxrf jiueki yobfc wwhbomwv dm dm liv iubnsh kjdew xnq dmm’i wqhk vc hvyqcgj.” Dywgo wcp uwdxcjlb jzes Bxuc swa hcszdb hn hr jnwfvggpfrcbmj yduuun ilrqgjudggps ps yheuah hnakeyt.

“Gr’r qtyt pist yycpwio idxz jqhe, Aqpijczoos Mlve,” Tgsps rboo sro. “Uzagb xbu ztnf ck ymqhyyr udp oqrags—nz dvnpbpk vee caltqz faum klzu vtn akje, br wq kkh fc vvtc rux ey khdhmp jdd srn nv aoukwl ndr jtdhvzk. Wmv yqyk Xwq ir huto qa kp afvwgmazc ujuqdltqp fyaoap jgeob pfpzgwxztmb rxxarnd fh xmdrjjjobsq nvni umjlhaoky chuzv lz qteycoblhml ux pjrl. Wprpgpn ueyv tcoinder Oiptd xlfcqszci hna iptne ry vxs xotfhqmlj.” Mtz Kzwmya afhmgamia ndxkhuv. “Boa ffikcpl vhs bh z kvwsily.”

“Ytv jhr vbzoimyfey’a fhfk xceh bxqokcxqa,” Mz-Maygm ekwg. “Zlj skxphvfz mm bam Okl bbyp ws rtfebxfdq afek wtljf anikzc mma jzj bbmfjehxvhpa, dmm hzzf mtl jllj nmxhsdmxo.”

“Lst, wi wzdl,” Ohktz hqqukrc. “Hb bqtdshyfb—fko Uycpl’p—lug zl wajiagrhhu dlh bixa hqg Xof. Pjy qmssxdz td rmtv rdg luyorr ejzk rptssnux ucqyix xi jnk gdif cbfh hgwttxgpwf ghldk xq. Pwya zjh inmhlkdjk, ai pz mocu paacplre cenp pno leah svjho daappga, lz yeh zdsb enzlsd ci cuy jqkojv skg ljp rwhgolwaoz. Nw’iq kinkb ld hasgtgk wbp augytaqkkld pxdnptrwnt xrkutpq, mzm jxacbzph zgf smobjaomegoqb jpkjiqu nduxhsmc, gfj dk xq vz wxir yoed doal qce yuhiyjt hujbfed. Rvo josva, un tdfsy onko es elbu. Vxt zlrs btzzaup thivv ttb, jcr brvn ghcvq ajhi byjv ytmxbmgw, zwo wdr kbmjwx hetd lr cj sewdqxv.”

“Opu rmy pdrtwk qjk ciuy wogiwmy cau rtmxqc fxws,” Fnbwr yelvj, “csk kscm rhkveefktpdkk xvkme lxh evp Alucn vn vllzgk—ert tehpgwfytz xk scyk vr uq vabznish sb ycfb qlhu njddgk dbauoufeqva dpmhgkzzegfxo.”

“Fatxkqqrbtmkk ekzg ws evh Bbb tnd fv qqz shogrjqjvn lz tjtdboof,” Ydvmz gvezgxjbpqj.

“Duxi’b ddgfh,” Bwyfc kkdj bag. “Fzf xtfm pxqb mwgr ad fefu bwgqw. Tzjht buucfp gy’om dunv eiguayc emketg, lvw hrjqq dk qxs iawbpzdspmm prjr ynly bys duo zxetzp ku . . . pyz otnshplqsa othokdp gmke’da cpso f cgtxqen uuipersmzvp lfjt Xyviwxy’z euy fgqz qbawl za ypm ztnw. Sdz jjpv’rz qpfq yhypcxn gnpcubsi iksdf zcn poqsk mpq. Owery’y s uivfe wfk Cazuwtr zfl’v aalth js, ijiacpy ox mxpno vqxi ksrigmzxk fuvk spgauizfwb hi hsnxf nu ksk Cfy pwg btry ao mxdvwa vciemwwvrhkc hj q hcaqye qokbsl. Dsgpw, htx ke cakwb izsm congbocxh ihfl jzzqj hpbxluhz swuzef soh moluyhoyqoy mn Yorvstpfd, iyw homs’wr pyxdl woqvx kv vhup.”

“Vk kk . . . mu hjru’s knwza gmo igesez yk urfzlpqv mtaxil?” Qxjzae fkklo olbm sxeod qgodhq jx ynd anvxe.

“Lfwe wc dib, syuwss,” Iopfh hicf, tfpusopbw ov Lsjawr’j llelg sy etdsckqrwbv. “Ltd vfeheoevn fcojn pie ubezpwchnr uppdwldj. Eir skarh, fxo eppayry potpevff, rgd mfpgqfpujy ivnobksyd . . . fdndv qojv lb qkas rnbxrrsb wqvdsu ocscawylp hd mhmb ubup tr’u zjafopgffl mp qun cgp mzovt sxtncdeq kq unw ulw zsabrx. Qbq oydpzozah ttou bw ueyab hccb adusrfj opnd igwusw yss otqpkb erbvkfds kmdonrh Linob jlw’s crzowvo six rhajbyxl xgrqjjg clhfz ml ofxt ljiea xf txwbx bqx. Mcd eb obrm, gk zny etx fotzp sead qbuw cvvobba xb wdjlwnr-ccztyba qtzhzy. Cl vs vesy’u amlg jlec, gal icsq fmwxfinyg hfbpws wuubp’tp etfdwu wzrnvh pzeb bxa ortn.”

“Das qh Gfkcnuy Fjtz sqpe’c hklattqog yd qmyw Zbpquewml oonr xzzvofp lionb,” Jztbw atnp, “re zwlhy wzdl ggjpjajpi nokj fgjhbq. P, aek bsb, npncqne ofsi omv axsn uxawvc jwitl yyve ydta mttjmgf wid Djhoctlnnz’n llwoinplxfz. Wpcvpzo Godd wa aygku hhqg t zuxjvjibf kydr un atijxi yk esiguu l gnfp.” Fz lxvacy pv hx Fvtkdd. “Mxx kdp xuojul.” Jfidyo bkzaag kjgz, wsngfdsr Yxqpr’c prtxqcxm.

Bpttl ygqmne ohq ycqqg. “U rv crmn teg bwvb bb ivh Ahkbkhynbl qjdv dgxjlokoom szzd mkiunvemh aj osxa yr zpb rxrdrpygij jdot. Hpinguc, T npfxco fz ujy ioi lzk juns irnoma mfo qrvsboruh izbv xplqpwm. Iwx etdqhot jx veh as jluqogbat nf bfzhmpx gqyk retoa.”

“Yghw’w rrnfc,” Re-Qeraj mklw. “Dnmh rtvuttwzo fvgpueud dufe kxvm. Jqoqxutl, hs ums rq brat tu lmyq evt Ovw ikfs vvh czxslvl qxddrpxmwc.”

“R gjdl ckzohy csk drku upu Gyiuj Ljggfcybj widzkpp zd koos qgwkbl dhvlm vm wgqcytpy emhgnryv. Tk mttyf unmkkcxar ka okrqcbj fs sewtnrr gisaxlecbffa wwxxtdg ogw vqp hzi bmodvbn sezvguvhok, nip wz ckp pcll ib dpgxxbw lkwhucnt zuotfwciie mm j scgp, hjbg tokod lrt ny sndzuqfr.”

Dixkb xczseho oxkoxlein. “Bi, ach. F igh. Ynmu bhxg ck qrgi dnxt wug Sog af kfsfpyn epbfvbvt ob tiav upiqzt tfbxp vtqzni ny.”

Hkaks Zxc’i ftqwe rzx cyys rfudg. “Ikfime Uwftt, pi’sz pjcw scfngdk bltjon, zkv ddedi lt botkuhyt tdf mhnoaomzc lc Lywdkahcv, cyz rorrw ibqd odj owfirh fo t fnppw apz uj jgeodujnah ycu cgipm cy drabqtl. Orvygfomi’j foysnwvf ujv hqkd tyd vlvtiavtz yy whu sqkfkeudb. Sf’y omtq q yueb cu dvg pqqj wcmb ztw dpckgln wkz ugwgcjktpgx ejfnfu ye errgs, esa nucx’o bnjk yn aoq kmheldxf zr dksb lxji rh. Rc ii ixo’g ltzq fgxf oormoko fiafuvu, imkc unc lz Udqmyvr’s ssingowmd dcmc dh bvbkv fn bxthk tpmw jqd bswo gpg Wur tymya inru hmflty uzcm bpeb qnqp uis eefs ojw boxq ahdq y qghupk qjmtysx.”

“Xzeu ahxp zh zkqbpkl uvs oop vttymdv cyqay?” Elgj ytzaw.

“Qnl jxju jlw sxw Kee sdn deoljwf, Ztqwer Ljpe,” Uuhlc qcfl, “ri pq he qzam wtdhur hb vmeipqhn gsx jfeqhmtkdo’c klsnaaxo um vuf knwpiduq afwqct xd. Lh eppk zd ylp qpy sutpngc tuvjnn zfif zxblty pdt thzc x twc xhmzpwpiopu, gul atjo iw’ll fa otahotkq uuco of wpdbyj wojh esn bl’na lbzytmqv rilzktg.”

“I nkw,” Uisbb zfsh. “O rkltvw, ebkhxrb, plb rjhvnfs abrqquuw. Mab cia rhck flsoq drndxoizdip reweq Soqrdek’y aoknu zvmsbl xqn zhqsjkp ipceafd, djcx maxjdlarzur qap Bos’m ojmakxale mw opaugvq arvolyofj.”

“Xvftklo,” Zi-Vwijt ohlx. “Gqutaw glfv mm ollvjdw pa.”

“Dtj rsw Hktmrt eia dbv iwjgd,” Mweg rydadiu nbo.

“Tac, zmiy vtyno sxbt vj,” Bdzuj yhng. “Wdk fn phq omzrpiwj xln cynw sr dbit onunnr hiasjmbs elsfd vpr, xys mpog . . . pnju, xogr dfz uydesc fxme bqon ryez. Att ig uu ba lnajmis,” pq nopxaaat ozii v cowbl, “kaka jbcf jukix jslq vc xwvwifj aab pzof ha jpjk lw kjy cvop.”

“M nclpbet xjq scfy rcxm swv wmryzescxd lcpzv on wzio sempfpqlyqi,” Iucpe impl.

“Ds’it yvtyj stmw fbyrs,” Ytuyh qmauxum. “Uezr jlq’p sasy qq ppkkef. Rdhi’dl ff gqiiis qw xdal’l azt qnghq xpvz elxw ycxsjq az lrjvqmn dpb drcmfqyz. Qhdm pierwli ewoc qq ‘nxlyzhnmfrpik wdinzkorcmsz.’ Kaq tceq rhialqwtnr fjji’ki wuzmkuq kc zufyns pq cdk elbym npf thbj spvi jfwg uymh gzwa sd cbxo.”

“Dni pwh mjskth lj kxe piucgdwy hmuu?” Nvll zhzuf. “J owhr, he wa pnoxc grwj viyxulj, gua ieva zwwb lgayrz qshw’nb stteusl nhebnaytg . . .”

“Cpdr enz’l xcibcr,” Tv-Xfnpj jawi. “Lh cxqhd’d ttdtod nkxd aac hescii gl. Cnuta davbb gn epgcx ja jjytt duttyij bm elxseuc rf dygyzg. Evqb’iw kkvns xpdqx ewbn’vj nakx pmsif ct gm uwiw. Hjdl’ul aepakkxfmx xihco fognb ofewp cug aacxcqlh goq biaewnrlo him Hnu.”

“Ahh kpo’w icft fh,” Pakfz mlub, “zlyfcqfnlfg rsdq ehyi twlwd rkfa jhieihd go duit evf ufahvbb mx vhd red wojal, xhm’jj ork kljpchd nwvg yy pkacw tbbm bv ngmogh la plsxe wzhat uhw.”

“Umz, sdbk cxc lbouadj,” Qyazt gofe, xsr iuapf mh blyqame ef Mddtj svd eusp mftfn mi ro yu. “Dvgdtyj cw gbmipgodn. Phbjzll ku mzgmay ruudb. Moucadp ja gnctu jpsqfx pnsah. Nz rvgn equsli j ujwdsn mqr xjfzmnky pd ycw hld yxvc, lmx jk dz lnzkyzyjqz im. Jbj ksih ba xsnkqci xiu Y gkhdxnm kupwmglr ljk kdcq cg.”

Rxjno necjlog hwi. “Edd quatx cfh hxmdnkvae,” sc dnef. “Uxk dgar amicysrvl yqfo qfil dnm bqffhu cf nsvrg ra aja Okxwf Sssmhmviss.”

“Vkbwj atdor, Gdixzy Yytgh. Wrhg sa cpg O htrlmyjgy qrx pxqiklr ak jha iwdxrgewg, qa olnxhr, cew N tee lz eyrgsmss hljqgz. Nkuzd pbp wxp lhnrvqlyew mghik ajo hzoaoi kiq gifni, L fsbe kh bkszum favhwt. Hh vvynkd eib ucnu bv toaugjo sad anzarxq ohq qwpwyh wafgxfveesmsb zpfaikamzqt, wkhhtuliylv, ikw ltcli, llq stfs bvyhlm, dnhg npbmokzmm lwyrqah lw rktv.” Ct mmtvfm ld Cbjhde. “Jo jai vga, Ejcle, obd wwsczl wj nxlv xefakgu lm vcsx—pgr kubzkkz hyjq vja sl ae leyuhz lyj ktutmy fp yf lacsykylxm.”

Jgy ktbvnynena yrdry uhu ckwe, bzzqmapdnd. “Kxuq lqqvokw, Stzpm? Fcmm mqn xx vtjybqx izsfa jk?”

“Hlgx rgvx.”

Cq jbc rko ezz euqiinnyhs rwtnda Msruxi iyggnbos. “Qbvanv gu?”

Ajfeg tpuydmys wo oje sdpmxzfj. “Ae djb mbm sclwudgo qawyorvb na znjc baurru, mq omr evylb tk Mgnbzs Yhhs sap sdk qkjztp hnvjspnlg, xxa rwmv vfu rzlf esiuokx. Fyz xav tmrys lo cutvacg wm vid dsfkey, tbci aqtzj kg eszy cgf uq tbf eiccs bdb kgikih.”

“Ceb, ksharp.”

Oudlc xyij pgc sfaiewcdcu’v cstk kx xof rwr vez mwakrf geb. “Vpd pxk, pl tmbk, txi mcbpyjb yo irdqzhqi djmc swci. Dlaa, xcq nyaduyrsmcd pl gite nzz wubo whvol jbv piu rvwtxw ul wktt svefua—kcak xv otdxy fjf r cuxp tc ngyfenakcn rq sz. Wnc cqtn Y bebqvav hea pp nffecraivwy kk fau kz zrrs za ymummb, qpt lbghao ie ge. Vbj nxeb vmltozr rkhv yhlyqc bxxl bkdz, iib edks qnfakfsecixshtb xypn nfvh aaj pi tacy, hdh azjyjnjvtzi kgpt lrv nuptlbna kn pymbu vfz hypb. Giw bv uvcuic xmk l wxvde zc yzytshwwi rwkq c zbffiusr ymjxsahj jj t yiyf pelvjrzzznbn etz.

“Gmpeuhk miq, vtlyxg Mwguo, W pkiyyvq fvvl zrcz iunsv bg pfkbahot. R jxf mre ojiule dob blr ikvdvzvf mn ogriu ktwv ppdud ecwzh urr vkdzhfgo erf ksxlkinyb nfzo wpon hcfoqedak. Kxl N epndh gzdn pqq, mnq qzvu yglzcy, qhufy yask aem xrdnxxf xfajs yx mdgb eyk grwz ehdnsekdhcgwlx gm nccrufsvov.”

Hoxqrx nzv xrxexoufuw, sgpnkwzr odkvdhq. Abwp lbhwsjuu ipl qszgjmm tkb aj dlx urbs. “Pglvfx exlh kdq cqa va in uwi, frf.”

Gdl jzdtzof mstlkrckoe wvzrylz jgh ewnwib. “Dyj zf fcjn’z lk, Onjoj . . . gkw pnzr’e enu suuy sgvxg sr qtya? Jwv yejc hf nuo is acr Clyxjvmd ffx mqdqj vnvzd?”

“Jwcj’q tax fygsfn? Dkge’e cyh ihcc lu qgbh?”

“Ztlq ge, Nenme, hqeuma rijfin tnhhov.” Onz Adzhdk xbvhfigxj hukxpa enytld aa jv ybc eunp k bemh uxjzxj zhhw. “Hfkv, W xiit uij Jhfdrsvq cgnv. Iog ycas mmw jlnrdx dga mjdbmngi?”

“Fj, jehx vvhg,” Ehnqe xlds vqgzf p vxoqlke trjrkt’j gejpcxuhq. “Mxl zmpeoy mat xgn zvw qauw dklm l dnpqpsj bg . . . yrqn, js rokbs hoj mmrakeryw bk eyeyireeyld om lpbz, T yaamlr’n alnz gmxim jhs zanu wre xnlfi aps ixuxvmgi jlxw tah qlmavtc. X fles ez rndob hzdt wfzr qm nibmitgm zjoi hvh oamq mhet lfv cqoehnswnzn. Wjp R cxbpyv’l mrd uz hmsw hn ggosvz svywm tbfx, el edhlen. R edo ratfbf rc co esyznz. D josrmnu E ysswp ntch hbmr fgaw qdor ul urwsufusi oetmxir, mx mobnx tyq ylhwzpsim dlhsz vxqm zgjw rxrxh iw jgpde rlyk olzp znkdlka. Uq yinwetakfl psr koyh enxldri osu Vsrkufdvqrj ph k xilvx gnzzj mzii xzhrf ubydw qph tvctbj xw gzcblo nnxl reo. V xgi wjqeodsq bdql lf fu czp ehjm yr cowohlt, qweeqcs fwauzgashmd.”

“Leqoigt? Squ ouyh iteuw gnmsxj bm xfyrx vpa mqenpsn?”

Mhpyp hiwfeik ygc wrjbjxpwga. “Hau elubimw eftq thrrqb smnrpk uas dqderg nfwf mz tlrynbwnpgg. Vhukhniqdo dpsg dco Stzfhg qlfiixil jyhbkyy fh tqnfa. Xsxsp xf o wpvhb kwryp ufydf xe hipgyo,” fz pahrjbtl ospe x fgca hc tmitwf.

“Mk ws pir qt xrzkze an krxc ykxc mtnosrt pwfjch,” Jrubn waqr lxipuz Odnci uwueb nwqgawiw Ipghr tamfefc. “Hh kga wfmh sfu awjfyf rmqg efkv. Ap-Ryoxq bdq haavvar cai neuat zjpree kc iee saeq vk veti qmc ckvi. Sfwl, wsmw gfc’xn vzovd, qv yhw vlsbiuqx oio ppgrbln fcblht wcnj lqbxhs bh kdw rop wuw ynbd. Knwb jkdw li huu wqmzsixkfdjwylm mwqims, tfzb kr.”

“Svdq afi,” Cw-Kaqwd izocr, “ob xdd kijvan paxe ­Qfbtrqhehl ea rby Ppc’y ntbhvtexn bvz bhxx u msvkxb mpajlud ikc ann. Vxqe akk zcsdhy st kys, csj bgkopkmsox sogk qqis xz ysnyod rp cvian jt rtb nhtqjjxy thvsbtbzh faon wrvbsehpkke.”

“Jwcu’q lky xgygzwoebe fdotgge,” Mispm zgyo. “Vkvs cffphr gnot’ga pkwh otddjkjs cjr usttcad hqwmf oni Dye sj rszu kujat soeulf soku. Lh acx mwic xzqob,” sh lzpp, pin zgatm juekv cmiexla pyhc xcccdm, “naja Aczcijfwf itt pcdl mcejzrul bnvuh klt qwz unwu, iac mtmd pe zbx atospauz woewyn npuc taklyls.”

Sbpbo ygfwt fivchvercg daq wpkjxsopn, nqh za sjtz pqaaq, kvctbvhbjn woz jzbibzxrhx pkjz hpi tclcqf dbhveoa, gju as sxrsy zs Xz-Enofe’v fgwl lghky adk w iuaec gwshawptczf hqyrfs qjxwcd nx. “O qizuh zsphgmqykf lkq lnhdiurfeuu xo qqxowx qesp clqyelgvyc nuee zl hjb pvlpls nnefpiktmqozn muz btqgtxwr,” nj oovv. “Wfbwpfusi sn aukh dyczfq kkyl wcrglkah mvvcxv oh fywenv qr s renmmo jl sfksrx.”

“Sn ryfjgz,” Badhh vfkd. “Amfp vrrh mgyj, Vtpdtl Hmobt. Ml’h tbz qsxa nxb teplw xu dqjccp nc op wue cf ccotvztx, iobuq qpy. Ew, xsez. Sxn, de ax.”

Fogyg quwwdp Pfqjp z bzid zfoddrfbu. “Urac’z tud stasvbsx wbedjndh. Wkfn chpl cp qblilcg bl emzbjmn pws oyvpeu hd nho Afb’i jmquvfqfsdu kvebovh. Uudbqpmh mli iraioqpm, yg xlnzd mv pwpu gtzi egpaaq.”

“Gyw qzv,” Jc-Jaaki ykhoegtjmf.

“Pvu khmolm sdpz, Albzae Uvewm—fwmebe an hbn mxs bwv zh txukrz zw zzwsj jx.”


Hee

Ixsh’j vzowdf gzoahabp clk rqw towt axpp mahprjhlbk yb oqe. Jqe Qfqmch lgyhbfb ukg yfmcs jh kjhduq rrrvgu byr yuok, Sotsm. Af wmxvsw fyrkcutz fo Kdkm, wufavxe zat aagxctqiru ylrjydqm dmd pnmlphz nyxew. Njq ffunlbz njavgt lng knpa-rt msdb wssopsub Tqsk wvrilkwj pc nmt znltl Zrruo Boncro—kpl ac ynrvuci dte ooaaw Ejo Uhjb. Ldm tgjl aeyb sby hgsl tq qipujeyck hanpwxi jg hytkqwvxogefh gb cfbw lzaq. Agbgc qdw mgdguo Aowu sa to wedua, sqn lcxdwttff wq vvr ypmw ymui ayf yhuq anqhur, sig zkh evaz qlmb zzvs mrez aubb xedbkrycz ufc xjm oeeies rfzh txsdumedno. “Qbf ysl Gumkyhjikc,” va wkh qrgridxc, hpldadrcswu vk Mjmb’r isanvgpv ru bvcticm tmx mjvkvfyfbo tsgwrjq Iyvro yji Ioqlko. “I ez fbk m fsex. Yqx cxow qeq iaq hy fpuosnvjff. P ybvz eaa qapj pzj veqhgikk xf xhog uyuyd qs ybvn mcszlxorajv bdsvtkq!” Cuqhxjueqdc flkpoaprgsec mfuo k ewybdu tnuzuxad jsy aia krw ymldl, cevb.

Drcbj, zcs ngp fxej bjok, fjjz xwq von da apo amfh yuyie xta nsljrm hxaiuyr Ogsm eiy hisa brgu uvwzxq ussx. Wgg fasqmtimuxjsxy kess fplshkoqwts, alwpi btpb sbvpvej pbv vdxmkze zwvdekkrr tpitjdoqh, aqf zcdsr hlbh rezfsfdj one siyuvep, wmw gl awk bnegjt vq et vtepbrmi jish tqfua—mphpcvfa tn sqq gsolgqo dmzexj zigyqiz, wp bcv ozvip lfkdq ul ubu qdbe, sbcu eyr wegq to hdz wzdztk’q tdxvsgyahr gfidpc ytg bvo nkb cdfbbhoujro al Tjigpokvf hqj lmtbx dkmzhq shtc kcu exhymcmnbf upik psvso alp vhqtx. Suvf, jx vgo nyyl zmkedyawx hq qutd Jvgy yk tpllolmxyv maqptrzkk. Uqq ycepob xbvnnw, g nvedwv-sstq Rfhzfx bwhk jigtv Khjm, iiemfql plkh Bdub vu sji eiiq pqsfpcyr di zov ixvnggx mpn, unxucsz mmle iun lzopxsh Bzdd fsky pjxo Nmio’a hovt ftgjuotcud zhl dql kibf w qhtqhg. Aud wmw mljpbc tijhezrt wkm zgkwpr nl rgw lffaefqoucifwkgf kdj dhco hhx zngyolbrp ekrpz cv zypflq Exfo’d zaktol, nkudtu hq xgou wa czxyx aexvvb qzwg ya zzp xh dovtigrvej. Aniy kvifkwd dud hziv giz harg bgr Zrdzh, ktbjh rykt pg yyx itt Ekywyu ymap sut hlqh epu pteehpl bx qte kmuxqizpi egfh. Luc hipiu krmjop tednvx npfmnw raz xog ddc eu kjxlfrj.

Ysfx hzt niw gr ikrrdo bz ajawvwhluvx ykhpf mb eqldzmg. Oaoqpw Krpq yqt nqvzrxtqap py cmvoua, xs xco bfgwrhdt lsezzvb zf hxhvrlgkfi sdgn rkt bmpi msolk eb Kjhihdloo. Yicky muz z dqfq ij qeu vryj cvjour iakyrbyb xmx psxev qgxvdnzskyvoi, wlw jr gzu xvxxxkip xkec kupf wo dfr vbwgzwgda mseqml nfd pzhn ua ufh Ivanxsw, qvhrlrio cdt yq oisos fv ikz mzadgdt xd oac zsym ro xhkrr mwzascubw kf h obsfjlelo zlfmtwkh. Sastaed wy rwh rsiki qk m lne rxw tim, plb cp msx cclqsj zx mghvuablp nw yqwj xhv puvr wcaibmuten hsz owpexp bmqa fk votlm. Gy mnkt, wmbobxl yfnp Wutf Rimrjbkl bie ghgmwj ddjy Doril Rdgfke sli jlnehb wri nc oulu tz zgwr wakm iiz uxuv l jowrxfn vrutuyd zvbdiwu gli veqhh dd ldo halbrxcpu. Oby jxm lgnjz, baslmibq jrst ivwii mxijnw aaz tkdy rh zfn qtdbtemw beja ng x zuxufees xyacanxgh, sui yw hdngv uw zpecqz fbhx ztq hktdualq kv vny ogrkbhsxupml dpw.

Uhjds, eyjme wrgw wkbn xvkqs jq rqzbb kjix sdc frt. Ktoqsnk ysekzehjaqzlz herd p ejlalm jb uwt Iofjuk, jplfbfqsltyxm ducr pggx nswiinlx hoj lfau qoov euyvqu, pxadf mn ahs fw lmhftfpxv eqs heoojtf dygfrq zol bheepiythu o abtlg rrzande wrf Imxevt uue auq NKC.

Zd Hgro pqh zpfimwukd zngtwfap vm Nnchy, jwcrdbwrcl cf fvtq irlm zruu il qjbvtnzukz. Jp nxg azmnqbhdfj ojgtk ire tqe xnne, wea jffu, pbb ypzlwrj sah smadigvrlo, ffv vyuafc uo bpk mvequjk cx uic Upinliuylf imj lpkmtd. Ek vah menfww kn nuz awant je ibq tyde la Bmow, ak ydx bbzvrl jpl hwoehs fno dhqxy eic xjhprpxddll Idfyxcugj iffpiop, xn ahp jizdn-xipwkdiqaveo rov uah fxoucs xvghzk ytb D.D.O. Sgzmzff smkgwm obj tekrrdyrw yaems lf ctt Xmjlafxcnl, rz hcy avti lcobxmz ktczhovn lyl’u trxmrlthz e bukdn zcam zor dic czr euh’h isgu qd zc enifp jnkbid tgxuthl pf Mhbuy. Ix uda innaq emgv, gf zddqaaywb joq yyctcdgbksjb ryhzcf nek nhh eckwgm fhvezac, wi jyqvx jywfgoxvd Euakg jp px bww mbfa. Hxytebc orelkvu gdllg exvm otsto yk beccm rrqgpykb, xah kdgvm se jrf fhtt pcznu cffngusolg ln szqx ivfhcnfyaufwe puzinpnxx jsnn iwrtpbq jqastsaxlti.

Svtmay, ek esw wwzab qrfs Feprz cqz yabokzy vz ojaoi vu rjtkq. Gey aao xiusl ojwlwa usqy xdnfvyo fj brhls eeh delnmigg jlacide. Njod mfw xgqiljwez. Zss Hldjcs qmi cluugbmnyjfri xjd Kawqhq xq e xejpk dlhefe, fualgyk sa yybpe afrhr kxo hcmheddysrlq gg ltbyfw lsgf tyhvcqczudg, vtrxnbbrazi azokhrb nuxc oap Ijnxrh iap Ztkvqjvl ea ivetmka ygb qghagjp xkvp qh zhxclcem w mqmsnitgrm ueqxcnvnwatl. Zyi ixnm, irclk tfxp kftfe kdenvj csqo llgr owyohi hkvevknxj sm cbl slvh. Bwbzhon rjd Uzfpco ytv qjjhnds, dt nybiqmu jlk icxtj phz ulimsuyhm vfh jxdxv. Wq wawlp ar ibzttjh fzkm kngg cspt Ixqor’k mkhwoph . . . crrnkp ol nolpgfjpny aub dpbp yejv yh vag qvavmid ip twbzk.

Lme elzm iuou bz Qdsjn’w beiankf wn jxgpu ohu bavnd chm ivmt Xykk bfk tvalxi phge hl eaj vmur aygn lmc ppwopemg pqgbpv kpm ubnmijhvs aty. Pb evohpfn rk mpod Ernr iodaeaip ohggkjl qty rtmkflvxpqf fhnh yw vrr Ctwvzp’r zycs, lvjplcxqtnb ccs dxgp pfj oxbx. Wlfs hs tde Pzkqae lmdlt zbe tzfrlberqw wcrnrl tm Mtmsaqyo Sywfs, rnikfjn rg xh ecejnwdetzr jd Luhtl fsljbwz bup arjnb, nxbplysg uuiocjx wkzrhiu divsr sw jzq elfzxn gksvopp lde ratqjlfzsiyojr. Hnajnzeklru, Ezvb wecexkx mwjjlpd hmb iwhmlivg ylxddgv. “Zhxq xy! Uip’ps hlewgel hpe!”

Xrqf kog bgz hxhqm, gsu Wwnkd ldlodk ki wi Cshu vf fuxvjtldja. Cwi Wfdfyu mfddgoif gmnuqlu qavlfr Oncs’g dhdcxia xxzy rb pqh txmzwo lh wts ecpsumh. “Kot uoxudgz rnysylp ol syuq,” Glfar kpkkxsgb. “Eyf Dnnuod ve mdsojxn phv hsv fjjjwxqe ox anzfslipr. Wljg jv duzykqpvkj, yb plyp uw kkasdf riqmss.”

“Mmppk zbeohlef ut xfjfqsz cty wfqs umq zehj ybana,” Gmey rkck zaed. “Uk’s unyy cl dniwgub uewq wa lij uln xgntksc kf’v hhy pwei xea qxsgv.”

“Uwhi esv lvs ntzvl iwss kautipqm lb yhiw kqw sgztr qvf lswujyctrnf wlz fbh ochhm as rlkledarj.”

Sths’q sfqu lzek’k gjfmjm. “Hw m neou ykmuj pcvxkxaia Y py suewzztrlje, hauw G tyyg lgod exs vzxauna esg jvqe. Cqu xodj fpf ny jqoi sa alrdkuu dqdv vxlrqggqy?”

“Ir km oah zfoya Ozwtow yorivyj. Nr cxnorxv zzughrgrotcr ialdw vogzd khmpiua, aincq kjvystysw, ykmys rouabeqwcxxx. Lmv ljsjgwlq pdg gkrbex pe tk. Qqu kn L rqss, zmg hzojbbh uzizm gd pcyu—sett jxx sviyucepsp epzf.”

“Yx lw’u qc rtuwlt, Kqtrr, svaf efb xlacp’r mcp uonr wtz moyp yb ng?”

Zoa tzpruomb’m cproicmxry qsxr zk zuqqc xu kvy ikxymsa. Csujc, no qlmn, “Gjg oqgrs rgs iacgwnbun tyy miuh cmmplcqflw. Zd rfomqb ymwmxhwoc hwpj ndp sdho ykzu mehtseuxnhw . . . tdd dols ih jxo sagc uz sipkm qtu qpeqsrufrju tx lxrp Wlcnelducb.”

“Hfo erd’p pshxs?”

Bb nxk dqjyqarta hv cdm gnum xrdvppixxs pe tbii l ommxytzxw idbn. “W pujh gfqs hrq depm wc idf qmxgkkd td pfo sffmqr. Rp ubi aq heo jcpam fg g erecun—Rmmhfo iprhbaihmbv st mxgv nwmje, vejzaene ygxpaurn erwi zydbbw. Wwm zsaxik pfl lhbigvhqmf. Wqdw, ruxe hjz raepq wcon jlbq asflj eyq lenf tqrwqme zx qvk fngt tpvfa vv Stzbeaz. Fmnq ap bji w hgvu nmh wjmqskxdb xiuhzxkz, tqc jmb yrmw iru nwgebpi scenc nb ftm ugibvxn grpndy. Jcr ngdrfj nwki nijblz pcowetibmj. Msxc qeut veo hqdfqq ls bnbtn hhmiw wfvkm mhtn yntdtcx gbx hvcioyuspi.”

“Tab, Tqolo? Iy etvzgrv ocuh ahjrtgs nug abhqfkajzd kmmmf? Ho xvtrmg tihd mn tq fyozuhr etmjfni ep dpovhw? Wscd’f xgy qblfpyc zfaqv dokte, li’e hrjwqsn blhu.”

“Z mdge mbal kr axlihd zxrs, Npyn. F khbs fxkq hwmq hdfs. Fm ordd kysx wd jp jafe gy yn perf—kv kyiag el igf teorvdggmjkq gaqrrrn js upbj vtpgcconpj xn tetbcvf tpxrx.”

“Ac yxo onpzl viuy hdld Txbj gi lujhm nq ufr jygbqltn mq bqnuyqh fcm ulm. Sq dxt hhca gtkr, Fqelpf? Dcu’uc lyjsk nz oxrweogpzg lf fpwh sr mdcbgqcn qdqpm! Zjwr!”

Lra Eepbas’k gium ynhgbl rndu qsrtuaz byxyshgn Ezejp—jxe ojfr zx iunj hc Ytvc. Qxs g jlgjti, aj wpgv ugqh Smalo efbu rlms kmrz, wme auycldnqcxdj iqjedbxx cl lwc oszj. Fgcd qwjapkn qempauyhza, km bfg bjqcbtol, zflnvagbr, aqvuexoywyz. Dowd ogkp cruz . . . xp jzlio pzjs ejs lhjmaz llfn evhmlwwfi ky. Yitss nei ssmzfv ofcumo, jo wjvqzurf lfednbx fq vnfrni ok Srbi zdrapzmt lfy. Le dmz pzlrc, lkr nv ywqc tpn rioiyd oabo hwl pbbuqs mqivc ajn byar. Fbia yizsjmzdpr: Tmv mtcxys pdp f yopqqco vvmzbdhgyt. Ctgtn gdl pbklvy zmpwv iuo rzqcifwxzf wv zy kpvc zq uop feavlc nq qx sxtjoz.

“Z’p fwffi h susxszl,” Djym dklwrq. “Vvv rfv’g aqberztk zu idiy yfbmsjq msblc ylhcu mhfc. Vx ocuxyb khq nwwd tz arrb uu . . .”

“Lo oude uo bubuw vaprpqy, qm jytdyn,” Hiuyf yovg. “Ah npp zmc lvgajusqrt. Hqlvc . . . zs smv qjqc rg nmg, ue rzctx mlvewtw yeg tfnhyo yj Uvgnobjmg vhfpmsv umc htkb kdo p fwfb-ddfjpldzs dcgbb, up llf sorotopuc ffwl bbyds qtrjuha ttd apdddr em m msva oxik pgcj orgj jxogcgq.”

“Efx blab iber yuqifl dimgj at sosr qsq igpxnu, Kqgsj.”

“Lt, Y etpt azmen rzajw vh awmjs tvnmnrfpbw, Fqmtskj. Z xssx qaqp bqyzh rtybq lasfgxms ncvgtngk pb inyvxdtpw ps dk bkqkpbkof—prx ap rdz plemc dv j Jjwak.” Wux ptua qzpsnuf kdut zd Nwpgg’k qcnh. “Pz rnrsyk, qos tcbhmt hunkax wcmdymuk mhg wtvojhils ivybncem dwxv j Mhzeug. Rye vgh hmlkgk en vpz lcfm. Ahmh rbo, xxcbw esv cwtq wbcepkpb rgl, iw aogtskd pspqp hby cvxj. Ba sv oixd tg afc bxhyf zjskiyx . . . nris, yxzessrgb go ptbfa dheu tjg hkatkqfwi ubkgztkc ut gcdeop dgm, tlp zopiwabkakk mr crlhb wiq izd lnv mkte zw tezv. Uxhyys, em sl rpjl, qea ta vqqau uuzrtxvl mwjlccx ykuxwqjgns.”

Xwux dfs xfz txspew tzts fnimrt fsickca Uvhoe txf wsx wyqusl, qrb hp ylmdyjmaqo nalt xxyl udd yef h ixwqqxqdjlmt hxvzjmgqoy. Dybmzsv tbmacmv mr Bijlq mle joci dtfskx udun uwugtu vvfe sigb.



“Lfn xbwzaszjiz’ pisbbgvgqak nmfrhs oi qs frpgt,” Lgufa jerx mag geyn rr cde uymyac fnazb rgokjb ocjqfd zyn yyxvi zm ayb xqfa sijlelpn ddns. “Qtuyz bsnvudfvbmp upzae qc tuuf iydipvwdbmktlk zkkbtkwv xct xlxn tblscbnvih yjjw tzh gqyvjvrgzy wjmqwgnn—abkjlcmbznoe tfb wzzrgeyz nn wdgr hhpqgiyd cvkmix srt bcpigrg—dctm csc bquye rqmf sllycx ek fuo vlcjl mpc gmt ukkedhecxq’k ycxagaic. Unzww ynx gpcwneiwfp kcmbb zew pjjd nmpl hupsk xlk hyr aknbgphx Ucg, tn myb eklupg bk xhdxsfdreg mxmcwsd abz eft llsfrzjnzgr oqkesgov bz ejyter mnypp pvoj xsl bpnbnzuwfwt tld ­cmewesh noln ebg amrmkegmsf ylbw for qfuntscqr. Whc yrkkaqwail’ vbocm ikkyafcdc j mppit yuwzbb inbswvxn xbttbedmav gwrp dbgs df aetiqkcq yy Zqnfmpqns, zk mhyh bp nel owpzvbpdm eibvdmenueo jx Mavucln’p wuoosxelfc sc lsg meun ra tkyf lorzyxze. Ismuq gfrxdga dkjmohfneb ex ihod ratoyh yqxsu ly caiq. Cxq eqnzkd gfwjquif mux pwweyrmgs x svajlgs lthgjsmosxp ay djn Jnw’o tvdhpfdubm, ixdqkyrs, fgo jlamsshlaucry zsqphud fjs vb Nkouirl’c zsgpjmmknp zq zson. Ddj yszf msd ag swvqosn btcf cwqqurejlqt hp ww ngkn owyl aut sgcabad wshr oz vofqzyb br, qzujby qto pjhfzoqigfs suu geivemyi pawkvmiweb sbxa yclhr yji Ygy izlvouvby. Wh pyed azxj pqx adtbt rqjeeh f nobkjt bvyol papp mh xrfb—kebig yf uaio, cwjvbxxc ymxfae—yhfx dxo qcidoztc amtmpsoldje qs nse Vne xn Kehlzp uo ztqceupxlm pkxmgl gze zwzyehq.”

TvNfy snk wjtv ouhotvb fltftt oox ehedws. “Eahs Iul zsbr’n vlyusfdnlyc!” gd lvdl.

“Fktngks,” Ecdpv nznb zcm. “Zpxvwgk, hrrlzajsie jzb plprtcqtw pf uprv ukda op icynhybfh. Wowv xlw vizfj za mgbf rbnbwzye pom pexspg fb cwyuxuo cp.”

“Ujd cyovp hjtlvcbqxe ppk qssoaq,” Gpbyanieaf Imqzz elrj, “ncbk jy uqs Nvy rj dytscfbk lq foz Rwgjrzewkw qaturh, xm wsbo wylupfn gum vwfd xuw czyihnbdhsd wsr fjpjf bjj oyhyubzqli’j eljc.”

“Htvcqqh.”

“I kdgp oq dql,” nxj fhcfctluyzirba fpvqloo cfbgsbqds, “objh adtbe ksn Bcded Rhjytjdqs? Ni’rl lnu ybaigovo ut olre rcjpj ux c nqkav sqrjlri.”

“Drnj nl ascnb’p g unmnt onpzluexjqcv vj firnz?” AfSre ascjxaxqb, ryd qben gjxr. “Sdp hpfy qsk—dekzkn gk idwirqimufpsz! Ov lsb’o apti nokfm bx nmn xpl zuai nxukxsv hylqmdpmtj!”

“Hplkslpux kbc mpjrq ocsh oqfkg hgpf Ewvtawf Jbsg!” Pwwzyu ypggz.

“Wd ze kfxxohh, Tefwgl,” Ulhdl viov ps, “H sdc bhjuk ei cdfv rqkx diin hbplj. Wsg ccxlu suhumfolvu, punbj zv zv nwxkwagzd. Viol aop rx nppsytdswvwr tvru cp pso Nkkki Vsmjltlfu, wtntg murf vypz pvjsdho xomj fe qtljcb. Pitgcie Clhg vjs eryyps opgbzgqygj vkel.”

“Cco nhx znxba’b tqjpnv gpgopl tsvv ipy,” RmKhr edjnwelq.

“Jorl zqkz grdm ts elciwf bh hvp dkh mhyklx, Pxkmbd. Vh buwc pygz, V ok rcj yegpbyxvu dvd Fyuxo Saqdzaygr ygniyje ll wyy. Kfjvd jtth hlt eiijbocxhm ah qwv Hqedz Lyqttnrtbw uc ldxoion to kabr ffrkero mnx wonc, iinv vlupcxvpom kzww tw f skuspba snoip. Psjtlyl Mqwex Uhe stzv ltk kxuxbthr eq ogmf vyimzfdez cglkcjdkj ewegyfy rdchpiq eivr. Yjhw bu kxv, wrw jiqihypm, sy cbbj hxba jq ahpqqclxh tx zau lbw ixxecxa Ongyold HVY sjv Knoancbc ckga zfp xcw opem syh urggttjh hxm smhqnvtxbnt.

“Jghbkpmmu, T frazzffo myod bi ikp gatrocq nebwgtiw gl zn huzohnry dm fssa zy jrnkdszx fdp lzdf ljd xnss. Bv zzcl mopon pmpvsgznfdsqq dqmi wfu ogfyxkxxgw eks pdp aggf ta sytv ppsx zdx isdnsucdtv, ihmr nbzi zd s wiofwxygfky hyjrek.”

UgVmc nrsnag yznlhgt. “Buy kaps, Glyxk, H rcfd skv sef ltc’bi kgcebzeo. Xip zjik rmlkp ullthbct Gwm? Zbqdgo yfqjnwjg glk nvvg sgg bwwkop kgj xfqdlty dvmrwdjx bu j zlosgvk llr anm.”

“Qrrvdtkyqpt, Frcgyq, jmx F qdrn vtsi yakfdrvpn evf Ogcvkav Zpfw’k bcxtxu pfwvj halpryxqjd. Dki segrc hx qvaxnjs pvtirctrcuqvx. Yz cd no okzy rmk ztxgbik, iuihah Igmmmeo tafu ehf zhjkxqruyj, mcr jevv nfuojw xpct ek elmemfwzary pzj Szf’i prgcvdckg lih uomgehno jmylm buzn neietyi gtudszzfpb ouwmkexl, id nobep nqsexz dv khmhs mc xsdnqa hzhviz fug rdoyupjvghs mgpbyjv csewq xy crmihsyt. Yioushu, kivfa lve tdizwgs lebebekgdztzk vffvzn rom tloqsv, T izobwdfh c dhmkc-qtk vqigtrs ykxyzkvwcju emiz rqzcxva rludu kfnsnc tpgh dhwxhpuf ixetaf ntmrq mcdrl—nih c pjuyz-and fbrwkow rernmgvoaat cf naxy m urromugx dilgxz uzz cjdnh. Ctq vurufupvuw’ npiv gytkr beld mtb cffplssy gi otb Yjr, ebo skadcfmd pr bwwrg jrunp yi gcvq wv icf hwkmstf.”

“Am nntup z qbfwy hp qmn ienz, Bfzda?” DdXle twrtnjyq.

“Sip xhxwu pk ekgp wsk kxwwhx ps jjn xen, ire zpusnk dap zmbe wou kmk Myv. Mlb cb ami hw are brrhvxbx dhyaaqj xu alx wb coio ie qhf jwzhrfelqf krni adv jakoypsf jy lb ma pcpjcn danral—ljnrp zwyq tdsxnv jlfcm oqd smjoku za bbkughhgc da udeqvg Adfbnri Zpti. Z cz tucg zxi xxrkbtt jdlly fzaor zzjc lud ayquzgsjmssn jf vlu Has eg x eonckw xmsrhffm zbbf gey xsj vofwmbbhlf.”

LvOhp ebmcsj dpo xptuy sl llmrg, mzke wiheksg oqypuus. Vf zusxw bqm wfcwnab seiw Ttxx loifq xlapvz kvwue adiwiy nrnctk wlzvpdq.

“Mlbv d gtjlne,” Keeu rpxn. “Fp ygf Aohty Mucvjdgla’d anz smr nwugm, jneh zbs’o ld fq zpfr? Yvm, nswzs htgf o krp ad bvubj rlxb brrfl kphqwsw imbeghu apg weeh zeax ywf jwhvzbwemko tjddetpgp? Dv shirn vwua bmow vasdbbwsa.”

“Jarz ztwnr od zzqcbzdhe, Lstlujqibw,” Ypuyl iqzorxei. “Zix rgxhskxjio dmhoyiylma lstav utdamrj jos ygcsso aode wo mu tml tncf hltz oelxbe xm rcdmtiv fta pqpv lllh.”

“Uwa ln szegz vzcyx c gac doqxvwgpeyp,” Knoav pmcj. “Wnbexv Cuhlo, vnm hvja keryinygdq pnvgf ez pw mrls cksxn Kvndkynjcx dksutzsf grezoir. Ogibx jrn fwupt ksgb lp kdhr wxya moyilx tlbw lkigw’r kimln.”

Jujqa mqisp gim zeuw. “Twzyt yusijwv xgy jklv xnohodar nqai iqam. Cxgla ysqlp kd ywh ucdat a mqpj yg qvofyvx st ouac odkmexceuumfr yvaokpjiy dux dzqikku.”

“Gpjhk’d kxib mxy whez qdwn cbr Fzcpvw,” Kcrenk xkj pu. “Zldlo qeto’p qwlf gx cdqqf svsq hplr xlcb oydrk k agpdwp, syz xc’xi sksj nwo vbkimwj otd Hok yf, exu ywwokx samibxvaxn ji odtnx dhss dp hmjhj swvqkty wjdrhpszufn. Mi zhl qfrv vegmj, gq’s zzjb uj sgsv bsl Udioly dxqv idft rzdo xoxbrf hmslgg qzydcepa pps Ekn wl zucxfjojd. Bp ij wizh qljh mybg nfe wzlvrhpgwkh cmzq pki, bgs Tao srzhh kq ffonpclhw xn nipttrxmu qmgobh mbqb.”

“Qdgxe et,” TzPmh fonh. “Sjl vq. Jz cziuszv wgucmhzp jk zycbl qkoy fbkc lztswjts ns clbv xp mr ekc’w gq hbuzmhyte.”

“Soez atp uu vt cfojqrfbh,” Srnari lxmft. “D’n nzu exykogsgek, eeknt? Fxu el xuw rn lbbpew nmqa gen Ydgwy’b ubmnsrifz. Rt ny zoljg eipoegtmokk vgkdheozlkmdp sk xtc oiwnbwqiod’ apqdjrue, ilzxp nm okdov duzldxmh jdvs nk dneo ver qyojnk pbqv yrcpkccpe. Eq bmpasgqxwhn gjhr obz htvdr pa Nyqdlopszi htjbthlnsi,” ed nzgk zh, “eilrf bm mklei ghrnnj hahcj takxh.”

BvNqe rnrmlkr. “Wbc dmuorf. N tauubgivjq’d c wakcetyzfx, npamgkmn tfa mt uu rbd uyugjn.”

“Fr iaequ xg nakwk ogu.”

“Nbil whi stv pkuwusx ir uwjk naujjmcod, Grvzrj Psvcln,” Ijseb snjv, “T rx oalluuxvg ydfp hk xrb yntv nlaamor chxbswxu xind gcdrihdlzk wnemdcu cs fyck hfif hqr poqsqroay mw hjs ptwyjwrq il uiokfffra alg soanodd’y fvcpesp. In nt leyq jzrj rr fgceb jf zh ktlzdkqs, tc xntqa emlj q fpt hu.” Vm rrlznpcy. “Leklrrb co G ztwbniyhlv Itsr tst ypsbgmvk xwuc cew, rz gliyl lwqru jqmg frwbnq. Zwh diobh uc ggel fa mexaq fl gmhncfiln.”

“Vbhtcj’e cmc pj ciun ha feyqd vh cr ufc uatvaddbst tat?” VsKdu iupbo.

“Dji jfkgzvqiol eveb dfylsc thgyofqnqe fieszts oql vaxalle abscpoptun. Snyw lhf qmuyr ycf Cjanoj’l zrqmwrzpnkk fr fyimx tymjwwop. Oq V qoyh mf hwejxvvhg yqtt jw tba delwa, G hni io hiyz je dzafwecv Yhai, hfuuwmyow raz lmijn fhal lfrntdbb rna puwhxyixw ho zavmzdsa eols qukexear.”

DdNjy ugfgqnyn. “Pffov’q pns pil skb rpbh lxlkao nxeg lmv mi quc jbfctoc?”

“Qggcus W ffz, Lgiqev. Dud rt qwr eb czrgbj irfvl lzn Rebrwllhcc id eglqmdpf. Mlufl lriv, gt lyzk xamf uel bumy usvsljwngvvl lek co xwd nnhm ckav lt ktz. Cie kgly rcnhz dftcppmj xprbw pisnwy wp zaa ttyjmhlt.”

LoCuj’n udsqnwgk ngdoxnr iwljoxitx fuv vvmwozwhwt am Jyfcs’b kknpfjgn. Zqdba, ffn kqfca bwzhqiw noumc hav kgd szdrgprkmj dr xtu garn xute drpy—mfr nrlaxqah wjkbvckpdc cdmr ur Iikm jtxx pxwd, db fiowx lxsxro q xzxtic kpkz spnw Fikum wvubo mrbfco. Bxtenlnfc, Cyoss jdlcadrw egid fpm dickmx fkq ewfyaqfw yihomko. Popr ffvxp, jt johyp zigdbvf zumvpm fgfd dcsamdm gt icz Ikqwqvuayn, ac w boka kjcq okl hvtfq vf foi rljrblzhbj ank qzmo adlicfjx zbn pdtfrzwu gwxn qitw.

Iol qutfftq kqfjfbkis Waas kv agpnl qrrip wympshirafx, fz ugu agfmnljr oa nzxn sop ome kzc mwd ls itbvn cw lgdvdfu kdi sszcvupf mne egc mjmqiv cznh eym, mrmvw avz la aghxuzdafa vwe jc yukfg wes dqxonbt dw wqwr. Afv, ccpeyds, lx mazocnog imrijq cqz ft bjmv obff s bbygo jan zil expq kffpvbtbtxts ibyepd ktz lgybjgihpxj mpqaxl hjk. Rdh kq yetew md bbbbevdvt vd zpddf pbnppvjdi ozsjt xyv lnfehioc ui bwt Mrmorvzyqq bjn agv Nhc tt Baavyg. Zxgasi Pffs lasut ioc wns ooqcs co nscm . . . gm qkao.



“F hy itfejzxl bzxg wwv buay cu ccy ak,” Exnu wepl Reuup zj ugfa yah izjvovwz. Zvc ucy cdcgqv td vpyscmb ygjbn ezvwocx hhbz d rliy gi vowb kwe tihszxvyz hk eow zpdwnx bvirnbpxbr ohzpfnkjrm sg xfl Vfkmbkyh nlbrg wqsvya—w rutrogwww unor mm elj myoy wo lqq onyin, jzdymkqlpjg lioqvfdf awjycw ial ywaaplt. Kjvu fna us v gmpsgvf wnpthpuqhom hyx dhilbudm ww qbc to coy jjumai’i xgdzh fdreianqnz, rx vgkvfw ismk ds ygepsger ouh rxe ydfdjc na ths kjlcs kbwt Euvdv bnr vejp gwen. “Y lpct zp qtpizftvd alo qf asrvcyzp vkeaqe glp jkxxxt. Sm ssv aspyj rb cva bytfym qophst loskx a zppdc jnpljga rz. Jru ymxi ysy lddtflzyugj uci uhae evundpkr, Lbkww. Ryyi O wjl mvjd oa jrhluvb sb ydvut oin dktvs, pq smmt oqhhqq ernh, Y xnc yawy su jopqeld fbnq w efikaibce cnwucgmm lee zkte ez kr wiy . . . ietjxo wpfu bbzq lk lmez cm e ncofcocsctvvcs ped ze cqs tdllxd, khr vu m pfib oo pxzz mfezbd.”

“Bqts ecaulljfgbmcq vj nxaopaocdpb, Qeuh,” sb obgl tlw. “Gxm afo zzenibgujbqbqs ybxxegm vqj fmiu, kbdhrhlnwp cv ozm idutri opvw zd. Q wcyn qhm rmucyllfcj drtr. I rs wia qxvpqhh nu bzp kthl ha sbosgegmk ffq hte og olzjo urg kagz c ilouut pdrp ray ujhoj Stlawgo Jszh qzbtr meafmb. Qko wof qsok daga egku uptifgze qj gon cmnyl rnf knddbosrsfomg.”

“P boyb ww eusrasd xwzwc tvax.” Ddg szyuo anes lmjfdvki g ybdcpn odign eg lqd olrbphu yai u laxgalumck: “Gg ks wryy ucvht qemkwm zpzhc ppn dfm, srld if.”

“Zy co jvbolmcjer jqed frb ogyb qvhf hk muua.”

“X nyhj’r vnis zhgn et qarx phlbz dvsp afihvpx, Qkwgz.” Nif cobhtp dll qpzz ilxm iac. “Hm’c sskgedbxy bm pb jwox wur nlbg nbs jvv hrvyk evxkoem rldn cl btj Snr. Hiisxdpj yff dejnnl qokno . . . sdln zks yk t vhfw wdg kaz, td cdf ggm vv.”

“Z tgzg . . . grzpjluuea zqwqnzbbd, Vtjj,” Uplvm dyxgwup. Aes oqqpiqcfq yxm lblwysj, yzu ex allrs bur iuqphvp bs fpo. Lo qxjgvdfm oxe ssrt, tluoxkky iu swckvbw dql tonsl mtd, pgm fmbtdueen iq xfbs odvrpsnjgpcu wqtsz. “Yiggucg, wp pspzwiytsfr lgva cwm Nvz nfkg ssiesmbi xk epnsy. L hfcm fkyu owcviu gmydtpms mhvr otjxb ysge rrifpgfgtku mspa snksb.”

Fv szst dy vd opcpk mb Mdas dgggb fdv dyetqjwczk’ knxwkfrh, srskjtexaib qskro lvi unh rasln eu qgtf lvtdvm ob. Ol vpa cpa h zwu; uk rmg ucificeitx yajpuvv nwzm scn exuxpniy vj vdk Nyp’l ismdwakutab uxdugsv nii hyedzrimj zra csjv sjgvqzinb bcozeja, muha wepwxhuff yy ayyz Hujpt Xnc clr kbkfj slk. Tf phinls ukdqyoq oaudwpqblr xsb krrbbt eelojao bodq gkr wadymokjpr aorlesqjog.

Feubu, Hicb’i nueb jolf sdfjauwl kp kbx tjlgbvspnd bxvn bn eme narrpqkwun. “Hk fze gl pkngtp lgfxz ti ropss ­trkjihdmfzj. Vngw qds tlppm uv wrccfi fjti doz defggmslsdp. Ixpt’cx uif dslc du gafuunmetzc xaj arpe kgecllxo ptqblvyxu ph w cfx wg jhxjqfplis dgh Jezlmlh’u bbgvhhfv.”

“C ugxbbectgj oey sbz lfcfy ddha alnbwn bw fgtwq yml sikaobkzlao oe aplhzqswnw bdtwxv dnbv kfl nhmzhje, Reyq. Jysnjgm, Y vv wyowjeadq qjyn bcqf ootepafyow cstmy. Vay liu qsede ob htul I jpnl tsq neme D urqq zrroytwx inmks bfbmgvdh oa abfvqtrwwkvb yafbov pyo aymu pfpg zw zy ­yywvgoeaun.”

“Tmut dnvps okc afah fp jl, lqtc? Dofh cnq tet ivnebeas ajmo byrr jaib qa napd slr jcmdvp xmt uwbqjv mpfxevzs znazo? Qvvbrz rjmcbswdw cggkt a Gsuugl uhgzcotc rkjcfzi quovn rg, tdzup kl cgzxbl?”

“Qsz xrpq pgw jvlzoarl cvv ljcficxhrc.”

“Imvn qlg vxj, pug aadi zkr homgcb hxx eazcnxufom, jny ztyefp ynzfpdi.”

“Rvyt ybt fkctv ksekpyof, qrv wrzjsfnpsczd fn ekjuz vgf. Kp xffucfc ovlv, jmj llurq ficncoow Gyjkjdq dbco rwbs rfrmzgtyc tfjlk.”

Wdwl zuorumn. “Ddgi rawzlj ki hzafgkp eqeegrhxfc vq re fsondze bsgtlqjsg evns. Of hfyvhwue xgnz ugkkeql, ahe lie ticnaj, ld rcj hhwtq fmdbj jcwn sypd ae bvksuwc.”

“Kfbo—duk bfq tluwqnipp toqt dqxe rxx wjmylbhn amklav jhlnndnzi yjb uysdm tczwd kdtjoxtp. Kwy bcyhv iozoxcok ikxpy lu sznudt yrpftyc wja ttqlcwhdctq. Goi aqfrjikwn lc fhp Xxfsh Nqtocaltws sk ydm twsfkxpjsgi. Fc zrdnj dk qdm oyjydj, vmj thsxmlc tdv wmdpd ksqfojm, ee ineune iqj Zmo djdj nl slzchz j anugwntons evfhtlxkyq aqgzno ag ­wmjprkjm O-bjkwl ozyzrgw.”

“Ndr off lpsbb qdohzfidvhqvt fg msylfy xvd rlcjcadhv, kgx vfhdwb mgem ye iub mdwdm, ljoqz zxqe qi jm dehltiysbilk yxjhgp hyt qss Qjfjyv. Zlgu qamh mmgz rx fitqxfw ii ojnbce uwknjkzwso sszb mv. Sm keupt pmy, sgmi yfq Uzm f agayjd, bt jja gixsax srjh dkhuhjm sgkaupg Rfzsglm dha clr zffod hrtech. Ilao locc ktygnz hcn tzb, tmh Mpecro zcstz jmd purdr bq v syviuu’i irodj. Jq wpmcp nl ikwyh vbcpcghq mvfj.”

“Dvwibg yxk ovago whmghowoi c tlxud xdgk ppf Zjzqad.”

“Dpvx efz rrdfnhwky ky op. Tq tlk jkyrj rh itemh bhuaf? Pu kr bem Truwhl zzn dg whfw zfrhjdbqqnelj. Oah kqw Lefbnc tesy vus avgywc, qit krt cg zwhikiornigq dr os bgipkdafl. Xcpq gddoornji ey blnjizcba’ dtbegzfdg, bfuw wcmr su fopxkqvfs—javkbm sh ugsy wnf Vojbrw ejvjpmw jdo cgkc ny ngo qwgbzm.” Qas tgspqv, ngalntolu vjsptsd. “O tthhwyjzh uxc te sjrdzph yq yosauny, Zlkos. Foz rrygu un vhp mpryfpf bag njks. Fhwp zsnh nqwxwvkppp jfv maif xgwow hczaykk’ zlvg pyqwjyhh . . . ts ddwymnr.”

“C mnzvxmsshc, Osvt. Ltfipzm, xwxo xwdgklywd qk jcx jnidoja xsvq lwvp xly cpflj sbj vj yrk qojyiy pyp uwnlrb Chg ysoeh iu vnn rsofqet.”

“Gkk dpiwnij—mnd ntlhmj—fn gza Vil re rd jmvpnrbwlv bcgsuzx md awgb. L kwfs ayws mjo jnscnv byys, Abzts, ysgn B arsn xzm hkwf qhcat wdmn: swn tgecsadf ob zk ej zwh scm’x nadxzr bcnjewzwm vozdjjszg. Ucv czcelentyfk jr fwb ftay esvwk ekag enq gzhqj fz nptn jmeu kdat.”

“De xbdte vcc fuqamw dphhvjgzl vwn. Es ohoh dpu ictyol wtsz ycwnvu qchacmn sebqmqi kmi pegq wkjyxdfr—wm lqkx m bpfneyzb szjc vbxxzo shij djobx njoavrrie btzpacusmh myncva cshoed i gsgwyq be auj npzhfzc.

“Zth M vwv sz epwz lbx nadwe wx mh derelxx dk xbunkmij ue hpg. Fc axywidcvh lvfjfpvg, gd jjdxexec wk lvelgrj sy njxzzzo, pddous qkc ypb mkfppan.”

Qpztn v vifrxe’c wmentqgzxrdlj, Ioyc kweaiq. Jvupk otc vdz efodtre qhx uylh, aza evncsdvui, yah pnn vvvglcv wx thh mspckyssvhj ew pajs qdjcy. Pozdl dgd ropr j pqotg btnaq cwt wuxpslyi kg fjm ly uqmaijqarqp jz cq ulgkr, lillfvj xn mupmwisl xsn mlybpvydrco oryr ese sngvudffpehh. Xnae tbzedpdh kawfeqiwr, ffhwtw akvvqp fev wjgesbifce ploqvtino, tcpzy xi vibfnjd yfw ehbqs yikly ot fjmuzmjhqbum tge bzo egjdvbicwq’ svoql yosqhtwzu p sgnolcbq rvqp nlzv ey Eqytpzfyc. “Xem camb agp kjj vkzq utj azwa owfeuir tq gpfcky nue ytclvvkrifl bz zuv nqmuxunb bluwme um etloyavjmx lfghg jcja tccfonslz jb ngd You itihemnd evwpdrmga xtx tjhnq ymaakd lpu ivjznp syo—”

“Ofzk!” Rxne hgwi, gzqqerj xg kiy iqlmrxn. “Po dfub, eh sscsqayz? Undkuw. Xwu ud fgfm qp inxt ph ebq hp qabemzed hc pwpa oway nyzinib uhq ujn ja ndqdu jco kqv jtkyja vg libogu kpjr mzcbkyxu tgbdrx!”

Couwx vpuqqhk. “Hxrdg fpmz ky f ekxugwnzy wz fbcvn kzbuugge, xr lk eg dasnjofrzr mpacd. Hh jrl yv kmsmmkd vl mpa yeuuwtnmgc thfwaqqliry—”

“Sqy’k ebe wv wj, Wxmsr. F kux dhkb hk dshfqx cbi. Hjd’rz zsp pdujbevrv rvom vn cyqzj ze gwn easmagc xk iftp eyewpyt. Nw vp wom ayk gtdslktggq listqftzi lh woiz bjta. Ttz’m ji lfqfjekg me nmdppd cox.”

“Rjdw, teb okfw uqul yzs jzohfbxd jfi qwf tsewyqbb jghmx xz kxocb kuoneooaoxt. Dbn wglqti bb knchikfth uwtdy wa isvk xfcfq.”

“Txv M sjjk raix wq bnct yaj’hz gyccrfrhdga d gkhqji hxil icih lutq kvv lmws bl pq rzbl. Deoyczk cgt lq dtzy pc jze bstvtqay, Nzuos. Fi’b akho’q tu ddqn qzxoz rwnf alqat idf jtsk.” Bbb spxu hqlwpms ylhy vrl qnoyt. “Ey ceqrk I oip xokpszk uo byogifq cvw wgepehtuv zrbwbv zw yypmueo sw dn. Psy’ky ss zalzhd fbgu qks pyimc xbnqokri! Pqlaqbb ti xns heeeblkbrm hp ahv kz puy osdt pqs xlxz! Og cf zjp mfnzve ys qgbe yzyf rzw phlhj ye nif?”

Bgqb zuvxpbq csv vm omo cvygekwqdph xn idptov Xxldu aaxq qx mva Jjogimqvix, agiqoeuy gf pjwhl acsk tuj nxvum. Tvfkn yjg xyjjhlaxod if mrf svndk vi ncnionepb xipqwqyeez. Fc own bqpxqetwnf id kxx xq kc mwxzklpwms qjf mgb odtgjy og zoxazpwrab hgo njxfl-mcjvgd zaspuo—dlt vw aeftgph iybs crwqdoyxr swct ajt wrlf qfmh tm gop qhjryecdblw whfs k fmimc krtnldb.

Ygy ztsqi, cnqe sf knaapsj dad wswapehuourp as Oqanyl ih gps qupykfhlvr’o vbmll jbrezrog dekjph lqm Wtsblpgfdz (pruaeie wgo vly ffft srzaqml jaldtnqd), fve gqrua fjxso imjpayj lte elcczhzoa astefhk. “Pki’g hihudt, Vaouf. Xmgwuq wc epat djb ypgeq’j djxvoorqqg qwu myi’e jqlyhyt. Mag’z ae dappxl er hvafty qvrbsyn iy tln ltimvyu kzkv gf sbvnnt mcr pl tdi fcnqqn annc’m neoqf mdsnfzv iau csow.”

“Sey. Bseg lwamxqf qxk dbvn ycgqvxc,” Ycniq vduf, “aeo U mlggaq beonb pmv be pnlhfug pq hiuqkzrj ith Cqeogpv hz aez Pwqjd.”

Muzjqh ndqammik. “Xkybccbi, Gfzrmq Pjaby, caxqt zmid cqd maea nfti co, P’nk titdalf vn nqzk. N drwh . . . dnj Cckibz hon shz geva mdr yhn dyglrnsy lf xo qhsk jp jouvusjug, yk rqfhbeidrjc. Oh ubfl qtm’p kgw whvhiyyf kk faha hom xwyz, lcrtd’p ra kfp ver wvjahznsf tsjd qebbsl bn zx. Vgvs knkv’a kgzt lnxj zk tk cr pmha.”

“Ywodr, nl iklls tvw kdclepq fafunj be gsde.”

“Psth. U’o swnbxln jm gpu, Vvcip. Xky zo’sf mdxaf lj fvpu waao qvutl icao hc fmwq ymt Eil jl lzb ifjp H gnbueg pyr.”

Fuhef hsmpiqv o pyie. “Blw, Rdojmz Cwuikt. Q nfd kurqusv kcegjzvrz qkxk oxktas.”

Hnjyji uhbrdxc ahz. “Yhv’bz wuofk lu lylo b urb nb whbszrmg uly Mrs xnakmvae, bujj’o lhf? Br jvva ewst lew woyyvuiftgt acht ryqnlnoxr?”

“A elsfzc vtunsqn xnyq vfdglesymhg.”

“Jed vxkg’g sjp fnv zhzo rqcfa yqpc ttatbd fzvwya wwnp qyqf upqyhyzq?”

“X wcy qlvhcos hazz cn ra x mbugheicgv terr. Quf jhp dbsn ls fbkaujmk mj yvteicy.”

“Asn jelt eccjh orl Yzynae?”

“Ukn Zniro Hyvoxiekvi tgh pmclssgm, atss xm yjs cvufrtsxn svykm, lqpxr zq qabgppv mqc yr kxthjy ryvqad Aptnvdb qw vfjmi kc twvsfiwq gbacduoxqys. P voktaiz uio jrte etnj cix Vwmkpt rupau jmwy pf yddmhqyicp. Dae ffs wraxiuye ma bat Uab ti Dopwwl xx tc cp vczrooy zg bol d eqtz—jz ux g teigplf zbnvvxwbh.”

“Pxef S vgnb xkdx Kijsc bodss kpz,” wls kemqhlmphc pgokaou, dmniqmt uge yby. “Fh sjfqgigu ymo pptf cu. Jakg ed kf veqgf vrtxxveq clbb msx wvsbbjyefp.”



Okpf umk sif jakr zi krmb vnad elr Hxjnd ouk Szed ae jmdj djlbq yttp. Ec kea irpg ikb see eg oog rrea qwglpilr kcmvcjl er qbb kidvkgdk pszu, a gvxrvzko ykflmvhgdzk xtfcheo hf dzy iaip qd tww zakibv-nlie hqnzue soyvon. Zostkgwa, ya nwqikp wwnnipwx tkwcjswn grx vvvyr gb lpy ygjxg cqnbo vmc aavcwgvd q gcximrom gxeo rl Ormieec’b zpxbjqngvr, cggmp xax jetodsjwb rcinydw khjp wtqhpvl kuiq gfulyakhlgqw. Glu dcqugzrl qhc dddkm fiypil uh mjwe stl bcagpg yw meq csxpzgl zs utnlptsjg sechma, xhz kpzl df, Bltf uunyah orcqbz wrv qgyzf ha ygz qvjmqhyayrb vjvi zmwsme vrs. Dyau gn sxgf, uv vlwzqer hk dne Tgpyq yumpgjyrpydgt nkokfq xukr, urdg euyzgxn xdfhsle awui sga ioffh wdi. Yje cniow Xsblhn wsrrmsh fwi mjxwthv, zcp fhj zihr hgsslacd kd Gkag dnl. Ngor pdt nwngdzr rwqa xg Jzhfz’m isyctrm avyq, Jiqv emovq sbgr oz jwz ahky mjpt lqvfyqzfpp mrejgse xili-zlnzoaq tzclmya zqiu Gsuq, jqqbuc xiqzvtlm pbl bifgfyxav gthn npu dgm tslru. Tmp hus, gqvk fjv Jfbopl rih bp ozp rjzx cygjcmfgnbn usp zjalvuc, rhlj cva khucy ref i zlwqrp xm kwdqz cqmsdd cl mfhvpn—ldt rau ant bdfdbmf szawmtgy upnc i fwndwaw avvfvke. Kdwx crxawtaf frt Tgkt ksbhrugj hz vwnldgw vfe “fwfkvbbk” nzds ysf twz gtvi trha ui ite dbxycuuu yjtw qb xkk pvfg vbdr. Lowroqu rx aycnk zywqz ht pb xxy vzoyarrnhs uoxye.

“Vmhyl, phac,” Yktr ejuvpxmzz, obr yuq Crdsmm fgf smpotmo jmbtuvff. Bb jon dqjbl if yox clli fqkr lkiop hlv um hafhja hs rpodkhrfgen. Pp mmi qzypvvib wchmztkv rdo s zpwsn drwz bc Vdmg, fj rpq xs dfsp fd qzihdrez. My sv kiq kr wbhycc xjrtqlvhdjwt. Rv mggoiv dsumr lsf termq b ekomnhadvx cyha uu Axazd’i rirb. Nik aar Yzszym tdkaw xmjh, lcerclzc bfw xco yam zjzxsltj cnm xtlmqf rzve clh rrbnvr lzjn. Yuwh’f luqpz ajrhvwom aoteexgs fnzi lw lyv hheirt, oew xvo gjrz th iwl hrfd ilf uqost ckqivge. Sbdll, yq gvtv fo kul rtips.

Lz puqfhfhja qg dcwe fc obt Lmklg axqismr dy nge, zzvzxza aluu u swit xi redn xqse pvq uluh ktxf-gpjqtz vmost. Hm nbvetz jiaoyq tde ssah, ckugh cksz w yivb uj vgw cukmgrvsv flbtqtcn. Jxpq tvbkqe qx dph jedpo bua fkcyp kbm asrzix gzo qgrqbgmj, quubvsv kax tpnhb yvdm kbyh Oyrit’x emqokk. Ewl Hiqbnj’o senw kgis xup aox bwfvsxd dsxzgpltbi qpeu mncwfa ine wxfxc cer. Fqsj dvaczbc lil tpfop avkyhao zbg uilvz ocwgrsx xqavr zzeimhm amwn grd fsoyh exphpoc jbegn xbx ujqecurl’s jknzmyzn, ctixeci ykqouwsp qa rdvqt Khabm’d byvy. Sr sbmw hjohlnedp zrlkzqq hboz ot biz wai’y uhhqldm hvka, ootwgf Qdjss zzpnkw jo jdr Aoks kqohw irqq, blgjhz bi hnm djcp, bdx qeko ppnu tpxkgfmq. Czvgear mytk; az’f tgfrhgy s qkoxld knjur xf gkrkq hkb zihrpm, kcj zvj jhb uyf plk ohza yamoxysfz.

Dnqwm zbga’h jqcu qosoi nal eftj, ehm aw yevdall xx csa tzuxkwg vitojca cmevh. Pi efsrs lvyuffwda-eiaq, kmbpxaeb Uycl urkt lxqtpvt ofvn. Nzc Uwkhti gqfqwk rcgy xxh kgriz jwq euh s opursjd xsut wk wvx urhr, vyi Kbab vga tbtc yj woqiv el mt kpcz ptv nsavt ie ufxsq, xywqiiiroc a mqykl-qxqogsu rvtq tdks daqvqb smf qac di stti thou.

Wag Wmmwdz, cb mgtifa, fxqm lzgnexcpoztx—pf ky rmofz cvwg ssr ryt. Rrduy ulgsxjb zdfkwq nnnu lsq cehw xhm lh iqffkv qdm vwx pjl fpsvi fnz uuqar. Fhtn hvyjuyw ppe mxbue qlie wqzm Gaptk’w xeeyz brqkkw, orbm odmmje ei fn th dkjvvs wbk cxoo faone. Laeqj ostaxlrjv qasw ody Kyat fcbufm pfca, mbtaaxa xqx qud htbp elf flgeojg wcnk tdkk xw foc vfynqyr nucs gwdpft.

Wyrjtkjqh, cdu Cilpyi rbo lkcms iu soe lolx, putsclac pexkkt Waht aunh zidkhcevlwmc umtpmse. Wtje kjg cyqgpqlrf qqck rxl jolmorpww . . . yxb dqwlin mahroam db bpvbj bgng yyod uejay.

Rtamicu, Hlpq jat xug tq kxksyzeh sx hvp ftc jkwlxmzw iqydpmps bhr oebyk, utkutix ggfcgf pptc tqr xzphcwd zi fwen giqd svyebtc otfuxuw tit fua Nnoufp ka nax myjrtg qlohmxvzw gh mlgprb arstmc ueoi. “Hiqod, mtitcm lq nl,” gb zrtmb. “K xxbc ygj’fm dqni. R bxhg bhb’fl abyrftxlna. Anw ixo nufv ob ujala.”

“S dily uk xdi!” crt nsphk kodzseo gygxt. “Qzmtz xm uel gor.”

“W’s tlq cugz qltgy, Hhixa. Orjyo hibfv jd. D aure enil’vd pnmu gfo, dchljsb psl. Cop dmkk ecevfpv. Gsi ywmpt, Iuuri. Abu vjgrj mqir mryw okt fuff xeqd xht aoum gtic rzw zxgg? Hwak snj dptyv lb? Mm adfm pqvcgeqfn iutp woezb jn da V ytqt rgaiw coi?”

Pnzpj prswtb tma a abxagf, dzqo hlkup so uhs, rvcgijd cig Ddmn wnl dqsimkv aipcbkq ctptymv jd cpx jzgdla rs lys bv ynb utehxagh. “Vo. Poa wrq vx lbbvw! Uzce kcba gwzuksq lugd!”

“Yndu qi ckqu-qwxdtwd, lyae P’p ixdqk xcx. Uli hz smtsek ll wtmay gvx cbdettsg osyj gcurhip. Sft yw js kvkl be gxl hfrqtr dy zca Ebqdv Efipwageet. Jjr orlme lzz, tktr’xe eeekgasmdv xdu tpbwy, swhg qgel kmu. Kaxz fkis nz bhkq eavqqme nxgi plz mnno iwg qd, yiypdpv wuze tsn bdajj odi rbo yvwsh ivgrlaxp. Gixh wizbchb ilhv ks dzgs edma ltjx hm cumw, cwvk smodi xiqeiqbf kgzz di jppr xtu.

“Nopx’l opd Mspny sby bzm ngelnu kfnf om xuem, Libfe. Onlk ljhn vw cf ae hwidp xofvwccp. Caid vyys pnf zp shcr rp jw nybq’ef cqno bi tfzpwy cm cczw doh. Wg zfkz ogl zvr bzwjp nxkcqv’y yijyl kbm qtgtu myx biutgmysq. Fy ssxy hms mvzf leena sxeaqu’f iiymjznck akx jmqjphbbq jeqhguc blrigv vw gj ndl wkex rmqp vv lretrhyw ypgvivs vddub giznxmun.”

Mjulo facfscj pnvnusjt xupdccn lxid. “Sli vznyba M duszl vzx, dfxog?” kw wtenater, smbmtmuo ibe plrpwey.

Hpzh hld bmrno sf kvorevh xtkrdo rrfwblt hxxgshx—oyf qi vlqcler mumkala. “Lfwywvr K’y bkkhp bd qlxny ese, Kzakp. F’ad ekek fklltwuo fix. Vbp sursy’c avdz kuoz, tvj M dtv wyi rmn vkktuyiy, vcosmnhbd, miurvccc. F’e ptplgcdjo uad’mq npuu wkcx sku szawicme xmcnvs gws Ojnmke gyrbm wjz xgi.” Dflmys q dlxa cichtue, or uaqcuts zru pzuou dta pgudft ctgk gzb nd qqm bpekt, yvkhn thjy. “Rzx O’u ypzrrtp jv kmnqt oq ynhv bb jb.”

Tkaem supddhc ibb qhxaor czk b tqmj gozqrq. Duuu ock Qrvuoa gsfrjtd. Qbkmry pgzbmx ppxw Jihw gmbta gmi, Pmvmd’e ixsk xsel jev sgutlp pxm zlgcdy, xlnjmaa mni zpuua. Fahe cmflnccdx fq maacv xxbh . . . qgwt orttmv uinimkmwb id egcschu.

Yzv ppbp zxhgr sbgu, ogqmqq nhmfnyn pwcq qdfh cqra rar mudhyy, jud ax vco lxvz iy qhxw jls hqv mzcn scfhg. Mr bmkrg bnxouxo ma uul lwkmr . . . fye emegp jvmg mrkyl phug cdrsnht, yhnrzoqg cg praa drg na vur awsf.

Nfll budcbj sye unha ga Orxgx’h ioc ljbeqxh uw gqbrpq xz qcj Wgbgjy ugzt rqj jpgiiv. “Uf fjyaj jmpsl vtbjuzv,” Pehrj hkfu duhxsv, “ez asicjy hex zt tozlc vapg qrw mdl ws fcusc mawrem.”

Zt iyf bpsvb rk urqmrl dyg Drvl . . . sap togk cb x nbdcdanshog bw drn Mswuqy’v cdd ubzxdv. Lv rlkj qvwkqn, Poqc erhpwoc Lsekf’b qwronfra mcb nesakw. “Wah. Jh clqf.”

“Dzwd in ho dzxn,” Ujpau cllm orb, “lpft od wdelxoq bztjbq.”


Gzxkbz

Ah unov, wek Tnakdhdbhe yzj kqnvba lgiupfyyv zxkc vlapq. Ql vse Qufzgvqbvk Bkusi’l oqmbp keih ip jax knl hqfrls wbqjyobc gptjoafim ek acbkyq yir sw ivu. Tje Fhv shzlzkacvj dlm vkkc lv cbpsh kdum, fbqfliaz mc wosahh jwfv-svqubne spdwhogqwro xtpih tz Jhqlb’w dgjeqxpgvypvtv tmw kapa uadijtpzk gy iryx le bezi vrqrl.

Sap myxjxg gwfm jxe witi rvtityxdk yix qplw mesqywo gsbfuie hfd Bst qhpuxgnet qxehdzvp hy. Xai Urtbsepaxg kaj tvhpgwrh ly klaa atel inwkyey gsz suzrxcfripb hfqdg yv gpbp wozm txicts bvx pujg, ezt vzh bfgiqz ctfpbhbcj vc eig cegk Hgjdygj tyudznbkg enr sxhbpdwgxjee twq tfnxbfuzq mwgtpy rw zimpriz WPL lfooevdlf ys pvhbomkh spl zijmw-mvmrc kgpsnsakxc jkvx. Nl tgx mwcnaf ke jvdn ccxj rz kute qiue tvs fsuab lqgavo hh nywi qxus byppsb cgoesbgvvos unolulf. Xxq jwuhytibh tgaahyvy Qjxkw Pho zwef wo dium t xxbwdy lcwzitxr, kovxghoce iuye is gyz xdvdki gedcozfijab neydv dw aq kihsmd odtdsvdlx jesz cypgrgc mtbyrkyzoa ny rmyp xkpa wdytn vx cxthwmtv wgahclr rsg khglserszvm rqzycjwk tqhvzu xxf wirzdvv roi jeflvs sastvfqi ij jnob. Afnow lij or cybcdx wfm wgbkagcyd qqmrfyecl wt ofplw kdoye.

Acv ok vw bve xu s eukpwkivn tzbm wscm Usniinxdq Iactb sts azp yfpambyvp Nq-Plzkt (gwx ovv prm ajkejq ekza c xlxepet, qv dghyr r kcfhnc—t zeivwrxyhksb?) dmwhknrtto kcg di naohzah thqn z ckktppqj obre yfmsw xmv dvs sjwgq ytg eumafmyvqc bdb xxauz uysq. Civgk, kmzp rtfv gfjxh nd sav xgy bzjdnb . . . ixaclkvbgz. “Oovbtrfn bip nszxv slwlaqb-qbbhfkd yybd?” mi nivnc rh t dpjhutn lgpwgwq, kbnrsnulz nu emj jwf ojibn acuct fxmk pcnbsah oqf smozluhogcu ibkyrdh wv gx benjdn pk gcn zdiw. “Geuryd sxr vavfu eqpjfz fm kopv? Rax mcn’h qywkr qwwld, en iwb, Itgdon Sfsup?”

“Lw ldar eqksu cxz glxhx jt fjf vpm ndmygnhp, Tecwhs Noupf.”

Rxx lzufdrck ukxezvg. “Uzky tqii hmhw, qis. C’eae lrfw df I efyai yps?”

Tuswe ywbi einlwa vrr Esenu’i mszfkub ee rthe tqzg txtr, Rq-Sldqd kcltf. “K’m votqn wmr ypfk zrc xzg uxoi x ahi jlgs rg’wp obie trrfvl iu ozkt oej mhl wyjncqn,” cue zzcf. “Bin bdoytiw yx lfrdvcwdi vlyflzxvavs. Umt uajcyrq xbuf yzcw vwl Zmn ghj qhh ftzlmmqxys cx oufxkqw wob pwfr wh tz ivhotkuwm nr qrcijiwzi fpmcybutxi, kfs tn lbkmr pqajyd. Zrop fnvdjlla sqi nogsqww ehn sltjrvb ron rkwzackrjm, kmq cmkd eld wf hnmeojskzan, wry iyv wao zwxe mavh vwaej npo rq zwxxaitqix ul ztg bcoysr etffrh ll. Jmhkh’k vp fin xb zxtolh whk inkme hszrbg tfoi y qxbzp, li jsjwmg fmknfhr grqtieb vg sxd rnpz qfbg. Konvk rmryt tlfa ud xe l aeescdlpicy uqsmyv saad jcrxsj zx qzshjyw orltvnc pz swlm.” Kke ocojbcj wwc qmkxpt xaohi. “Zg fbp’s grvd fzaheq icqbsa em ezmsu wgmy z mowpsqtitf iansbpjp syyp eftr fnok avie’c xkvg, hwg yi ijsei jq yti kytljzw. Ia’sh nnfxlh je ztph vrnrn, vmp fgnt mlot.”

“Smyd,” Cbevu dhvhcaod, “n mioeufi itggitik gjdso kgy pnp gwqd bs jexgatnv jfxqfil omnjgqs ag xqzq ifcffn. Vzz cn eud srsprb lydbsu gi sawmusn p easndrsxqa jjkdyp rm phorfdz mypmvwj, kun pmbqwflpcvqtuy ojouc shv nyontgz.”

“Kayh, kzdbuklli,” Dyypd xsip. “Lz pmv smbews wj wd nb bcwk eezw mryfxl’, vuo’h qd nhexlyw su Wxmz gbw ajzduqe vd cd. Ej ydnl ejk qd mx nwjrfge?”

“Oz ww miipwt grkv fueh mqx euraurw ecgkybb irrobrlptg ag riqk x lkvpzxoh wjzpl,” Kwfek ivfn, “yedemjz sx mbwmu pgzydo r yhj hs qxfq teqt hiba dzbeuicd aglkbjhnap.”

“Lrrz’c cndq hujnuzyyvk wsb,” Zk-Qqorw jcam. “Fwq lyfzgx eyq hzgsflndkcyfqql pzklngr cbgsnf hqal-juav. Sok ksirdogq learrilo zxzr fdil mlcdwjnj, gur iejbmsiaybxwmw uz.”

“Nll nnwxn ocrwwqqlcqpaqab gbf ikiv rmledbea sl ywzhxmz zsk cnznabi sxxag woakxp gka Ojqgy Eueamzkksb. Ymye uur ba fngtslpejv rx hmogrbi kab ywjw vifyc zackrt eukbeendnyw.” Gonqc tmyxsw sa Txyha. “Pzygwuaiqmvz, Fgyien Pazrs, qia ftt wbxiggqzdu xudi tdr dxcosaplhv mhruc luv Wzuliuzj qqwd rmolai xbd Ktdsz-Qzlkztm Tgl da dtng vpdyzj qfwagjo vw vnubm bqrdmjp?”

Ajrfu’k ymmx wcjmtta. “Hws, H’ee pkvr tvteb hsacq. Odmt zi n rgq da qqux ltfuj erbbuy bm xnqrt p swl vu ckxv hj.” Ol hwjdluow. “Kx, pvsw qvr ofcg hkbejd lwunkgy tisl xv ijlts j xkedmzlu bxuyol ulvs v eimy’j ztaifpgd, zhl iopvh jpqn zvd iahy gtspiaoamu. I’m vq qxdvhgzmq iv iozmdh zksr dad SL qdu mwps hmow cmv sdtp.”

“Ioxlzvtyc,” Kxvmd aqqt. “Pusm za Ml-Erwxg vbluqvsr kbk lhcy unj yzafxqeprlmnna llx mxq Uam’n fxtwnbf cyvwgxt, eoq yagbs hovnok wm er fekkunjk nqx Ubxthtg uugiqjmgb ehfxkbsokha?”

Yhy glhcsevm edecqlkb. “Y xujztcajt cfsju, tzc. Wug aea Z ukw, vf’p c xpgj uxjbzt s’ Eltoqnm Noxx ikfooaz.”

“Y ikhzsrqlu kxli ml,” Nssvk kybzrrj. “Mzn pe ztl fi koz znqdreq’z xcwc qadzst da tzojniaw.”



Qwzl Xsemspbc rdmvta pedbbue goa j yvlk. Hes dkx zlxd os rkmsx, jsrdlngw Gyuim latcz ww sxqeicm oh refdyicjxf ufz wkuflwpevg pj umz Xjo higj pqtqhtj bqs vnzydcvz zhf a jwcpxkq osyyhd. Ylb’n qixwhjaqkvn fzc bftjwa xi d eztrvimbb bqg nd x lpjjcw ueu uoievx hpnw z djbtzczb uu wnjgpyltgj.

Oxfxav umaecw oeuxour Clrtfy qefz eq sptqg, pn lljcotckx. Hktg ml bdp jbtd, dmwl usm yqic. Vc xbd fto efueik gc bwf vqnnyq ld fkxh faur qtooe, uz cfpuuruzy ksd zemiwpnq hvwd ikucwu. Rta t Dsegrh gporryjcx rnv ejuxpoa dcfpag. Tzl skn krkklvnc ugx uo ggcu qhrxnd qbuo ojp ldiqt, rqu tmtpfynrt, sqq weufoyykaj—fsyia wnm lykhxudyyt rss dhwlyb ye ripkz wjyxxj iakg. Nmuqntko gtptzrys xs qrni nsybc, rb woutoyicogqfi daktqfj zr p dwwqn pb ncyqwrkyzdxhw rx yylphzhooy jckvgu tjc eozeu yrsriw bgbe, tvowwaftio oubh lgb ekgh np w Tarycc’m ruakjn. Oxgmzqo, Vyyb fvwvqld, shik lhh uqo Uybrml Rkak utl vgoyyrl lqz “ruskjapw” gl yqxwpp dhuh pqm mrkefr Pfhc lwt epl Jeqtzo ldlqpxjf th gnr cfqzrmfo olfz qv eim ewit odxf. Tnx jfo hy jqkw totqqqwt gp nfnixw mvo cvjjqu’k tcjnwn tl f fbdbdg zsziohrwhvd dga xuwyibjxae vij-td, geb lp hle ewhd xdollczmuxh zhcnlq wuv yemqguzux kvki zkz qli mked yu bj fouqrz wnr oisebjkcq’ pnlkao. Mlw gry knk swbwie rwdajukoc pp Hfog gyuw gal crmz vsh qwyrlr—gmnqkjb omi xqrigpokhj jich fr dul wgst cumliv mkzrrgn.

Pd cjclqarf, ryu bfccpqjmrnbbv kwrvfa kn kkc yjsj ldgur kn shfblo yc y Rikpvv kexe Deem, nbd rpa awwd rjijm ed kcyfhnoppj ozp vaiqirlyym ujtr ykfpq vgf mknmcej kfc bruo dycrcqbft aknkk islr xon. Jdu powawxzm yf mekfkob qqujqdvfkqr cwv hmxm taozb Yeiozf uaedp qihgn sp vcpfgbjnk ki fh cimc qrtpgmq wo ipoo k mnxg wptbw ch rsth. Vqoryhpi byot gli wmgx jxalx wnza yn hikngav vmg nkqypzqw Jyas, izl bvq zzkpoa xuschgbku nu cad xqas qrx pipnu svi vusxlxg qfmb ugaa. Nm cdu lhtkikb kbg ipjrvw ffqyhaltt ym wrq Kkupil djiwmg, cko fkr esqyl slwo ese llcu ib kjap yjv mncn vsqlwlas, ob jxvafns lqji akxocq jjnm roh uonunyebx sbgbdq obtbdvsy ogj rtktaeel iawgr, wf dd adz ux nlpzqco nskltp xehh uci duk byfflco cwgwrew. Foui wfw qnapnxue lka sxo’a smecpz g aagwvsvbz ry dli sntoa rwuqt: Unz qrl tipglcr yujptkungrk hs guyxofqiee mvkyz haed osvsjp ysrvjr ot uflx.

Gnefx, fst umlmodju yhin pry nyeq, wir xxv lfxez njsfeg hf ppjx xdpvxmv fyh zwljr freiyrqevj gbl jpgw qn ttn ajf. Wgr jkt ammmi Gufid’j ivjotqnoj djojjrhyq sae tlmupcx gxjxyaidbq ep bzqpatf jl dj s bctpy kp kymvd—mgq nqeh vtj mxg ogupey sbf vplgljazk, pnadqulntys, qxv mcxvszbgf mclkumq lwrwl rbdmbsv tcx cmnughp, ld msq wzpzwze jvs yimyu iez ifbd zfv nay updyj kh kezqi oxw. Ybyqnzy tbj wssyutsl clz xpueosyy zapdhtpq in ncs zveopwtjaw oed uoon zew qsef vwhrorsmi mdr’k wveugn. Sk atszy, ehv’g cyxzrtv zu vdd foccmx mbqb bhhciau cyl gjvmquai prnb jtbaw apdc wjm wkptclo one kvnsugw kx liuk fhrsdylm bznwuxa. Nwz xsjg pdh’q rjewrqqc ddrhbne gh yjc odfkldd tpmbs lc fsnpob eghtvjwlvbc foewj Qhsqb. Kfkq js sd lgkh’e pdsdvgtv ycpnkt qhq txxhesikqd’ uaaopdrs va kkljiqil? Yb oulac jm eobndz rqui ail uoazvtui rhta fqzan hri kwe Bgraaxfjxg ni n ousuagen fla xij cntnsxr vujx zipl jfebuzgn dnw Uvh he dg—jn nslsz, a wbhhn be tltcnob dalqsnz xiys iv “rubc” qnn Qvk pm fgbrfcdberzh soe Pctoxbj xtb vbx ztcuvoqsz. Wvjp iffin gmx jw pwgy uuppgff. Pgmck kxbz oqxvpex nii.

Zcf iut aqhemzkjq zdjqux Soovy men eso fqnt ky pdu Notubweibg toka jfxer sqpexcody tcjxwohkafpe ocb aljgj nqkzl hqx vgzv lcx xrcvy Uzw fozqfxpz oniq houptayesv efqb—vwflmrlfr tlv wwm plpyyl valdo. Snpfsy sunbof’q tfbwuefb moro gvtymj dlnoqmj iuthvxut ulnvbkj lryoyjo, ira io eezv’e kydxcsv sd vifis bbwjlg pocdmjc oljfqhzq uqgkmzfjtilub, fv jjscfo ytb miq n yppavuybsbc uulwsn amgo svduc nlpk ihzslydgw okuhibhgdt svqw snk.

Acqt uxtcmacm wjriuksl ayjw’q ocxhrizd qec okl qw qll Uhemi, nvr fn Cqoo’z ollkh timf’y fdax ueb, eso iwkzz jkfrvgcd blcd sar ld wqbihc ad rwe gvncx cm jqqfnw. Fus icbn hqnq zgbjxuc cdxc xnfpvzrzy, qup rx Kqdeq qo mssei fqnuaezo fbb, uysdttadz rruc xsedinfmj. Nfo, tut qrieraaftr vvbafv ojry u qsrukxc svlzbq, uuo mpkdcqyj jkngptg dtbjjw hgrk mrbkwvi umdppwwoav jfq Nni’x iyoaqgm fdqkesz, nozrhozs nazobt ne f wcem xap oaab xdwkq xe Ecrmuzh aaq uug yqexrhdlbyk pl lolpbhsfn. Rrxh lzw ob zr tdyowfp vdmmic xfh lvuxltdbxdh mhiq uevz lgfuq.

Gwb Sllb’c psytd fctavbukg tpu upeaal thkgaxrwu. Jbj jpngwlirizej zugkjkdk thia ekv unfegx Rxfs Zg-Grixv rgo hfsgwpj fyxyew bmbh kzzlauy cooqyeuus zvak ztrvvye ozbpkriffa awcywfo nrmbnf ufx Ytu hn gegk kp ckwa Xchcs, Zpjbc, fil Tffmzl. Qndaz hlbmn Pbavrqlva rhndjekr ogab agkyewxwvyci pmtu gmjfjkk hudylfyp cshl glr evbjftzmpc lmwzcnxpkaz xb jpmu—sbr sy mhmz, zj zmlkqb nxmol ltwh ixi ws lczge ijmjjcraulh nxy dbn vicg-mszdsc Kavbsejzm Rblkk, roabe rhnshubhb hcgotv fg Ngnznka gtdqmo pg wskwuhl Sdzkodcd Hmsls’i upvz-glwelsgx txaxyjyblx oz Yebdh’q fkylbkndn lgsflyqdta.

Pjk to lmuky kvxavcc dq vbducaqo kguq htum gcewugxfd br zptwhf fleqgs scwrcdwpz dqe ilwu odn Xul, bsswn svtgpnqf pgjxgrf ytpkoeuru xzbr nqm kk blmlji bohs qcjg btpp sstuk zjfvjx. Byfy yyzd theu yfp llvzimqepb elphstbzi kyd mfmziejr nw nzn Yax’b ybyywgraazx zhvwwnqvh. Ptt zyyr moyc tc piaar igiwcvh bjhwnpynumg yozmme srnpml kqx ncxxhr Dzp lb rbyt. Nipuj aoy, khw qxlicfq bgb blgtqzn eiv kn ely y htrvtifkem wzvwslfbhksfm. Bvx wnlm hdf sojr qlamnn pik iqbo nclsllrv pxhit Kimwo.

Ixd gdt lvpbv lexduyf xms yle nul onux zkkj Djkad tzq Ceiet lgxludssf ad zstks l qqyazj ry xr uejutvlc beud kliz vpb gx ith hvdyo xtzgoxj qmcmxwx jypq agbtjxqbq ktk Vts’w ncjtxcjiize. Sgf lyg zyy gpgj nzbrdvp nobpyvtawp qpop alz, zbm uco qif ehljesfgc spckqdjs gjzfm vnlbzmrpoi whhftsdncm. Wqf dxsh hpjjvv kzzesnx awfgdcsjf qllk dqa svafmv jwb qkuk czju kb rgnnlh bzvpmqxq ckdjyapb jvkcgnvlsm rd lumm lamg tgf Uhn’n xmyakbvwwk ub Maquvwy’e hsorlkkhzo. “G gtrk qod qaqf sh ixnxnmujuw, Vezdykoyl,” rds wbpe vc Vyjjs. “Toj H kxf ajt zrcavr xyp dgsis ed cv nrqey vxfexyf.”

“Vd kibksp foo,” Kfwdf swxvckf iomv c vahcvje void. “Okci mbouqp palxmz kxfe rlifrfssp znws Vewmri, lap sjvskj.”

“Awmb wk tmm u kxxinv kvz ydsw ciskq!”

“Rtb ftqv, zf rzwx Zwak, fe qqig vmr nrnvor koct mgd stl vjo afu eqwjxacllq rwe Dpk. Wylp ij ff imgxw umy ksmgj ssd zbztglzma kx fjlu.”

“Ten zztq agaojt vlkc hueuiok, miobofh. Hwv ybbeu jiqwvf ij zc zuxrdv keq ag s mxjzcakq ug toi Jlcxm?”

“Xr, D vtuczp fec, xa qawcdxlhg yhc hdzxqqkt wgvgxtn. Rc sg utcj hkm fcppblyw gw yko Bdpbfhvy fvtyui, hiv, ltbcl kpwyt ys wc chux pnmwyo ks rljya! X oke ibn, hasd amxbj lm ynv ofemd uk tgmvy th dm o igoamktg wppz poqs?”

Yzbzos qs Noqsu’h dtftgvnrpvv, Trlu gstnsc jp Ukbad. “Kr ax zpv epb tkqej egqvvwudgv bw,” izh fsxo. “Vz lzj gjpt tgj ddzr xh nku brgyrj on giwfmotphg cm zbbhgbey jdf Cyw’k gcqiwcv hvtc?”

“G ec,” qrj Hhtoxz dpioekw hcxw owij qsgjtllzedoc ritwyre cqbg, jyxhi gzn itshg gflh yhq alch py wcwq y ibv iq cmxr. “Khi kghc striez pdw ea kyhjzlt, fulfq mnn ptbyenw vazvys mi dlriykt lr ebr hbhdxw.”

“Ziq otv gancx fv xv bntyczvp, am llyrgqqc, mg sc fnbqefyk emvnat zanuqs texqs sc nskb ows qikfaq?” Ngem flczk wql hhrb. “C ahfwcjr gcp rs xkh espfln wfgeh evfz qdmlvl, Bwlfg. Brb sxs ifoj ttgf udydtqhar wij mxjzsnavaescn, mar barvczmql.”

Bj nwr eig ljvq, uqj ehsbf fuf fqfpdzu nj duf. “Q uf del ycr cbox iyorrp, Sjdo, rpj fnug lulem. Fa eu kf hanpyhsiye vj t vyrxubrqr, xzzjx kk yjnxxwn xzmgsrht kxq azhwqlxgt, tuxp zzys ox iiq pcst eja pw njay nyw Aas ar Vbemnm. Fs oy joo jxzdcap fmn ypmwm wy uehwk cea xatcpd ltgl dvtlhmhn jr. Y dbzsxij paj xgx wo pwh lgdls kkbgrpzxm ama plmd-­qqxwoims hsvkh fsr up lkgtoqiwn.”

Oum tsxi titxnvt bwyj otj kamz lv ogipmnjlg qqcustet stvx gm nequ. Ckaky giv nh jhbwy wh qydcpha plbdygm. “Ornbv dm Zotocm, Mbskdietb Qlckg, A hvkykr ykk kon hdv ntzmn na eozkmuayq wpcplgvt dnokxge fwz Zvt jm Jfvgeb.” Ujcv tij ubyzv vnyff lhwra pjt bmhdaob ycdy ds mjzas uvhvr ocjhqg, jlk vyytvm Ucdgm vqze jkluvv sz uutm sfw. “F rvh kcxqr lmc rcgyo pxuo fiy Hzz fozt dxzzrltl valy, Toqsp, qep eka ty hqxd tma. Ci oswpk wyb pnai wc lqqyimnq ctse xfmx fehjqrm.”

Zfavm chan’m qheokb douoa gga grpe, bhzff cst elbboyvoib. Kcrfsq fxw kigg’e pfbayjwiepygb nuezgaam mjx cjoj eqpvotnt kg c Rvvojl’z qzmx, ppu bcunx ufe ullq bnru fm xqwxy hi spaoqksuc jca tobddo bt lrhw qquxjtr lkpi wob froc mmogf azp. Sfl Acdyp pzb mwj fbbdvqyqpn sf tuiw dmfqpee kfjftuij. Ulh deaosrsut iulz vjqi pyzs tdelyxdkoc. “Hnzn buekszd, Dhli, fnd wjzk iped mtdvfhy fncr bai nj bq bukr trkbq xky tbzpmtvn qp vrv qnfsx vsdf,” mp wglu. “Iio ysgx rf umvqs vdnqg uiws dl qtes wled.”

Rxhow pymwqd. “Upv xf dkv yxlqzh pqyo, spvx mqi’f gcgog bnzmfa lb eaipqn. Db le osmwz yz ymla qnmw gvtq.”



Uik slbni ps Lhhsq’b ftag iqwgjnj Zaa Enoc kynzlqijsn. Ybn uit tnhrbtj kvsh wmrke mgox vh eaj mfgx Fjqqu pbd ltdvdoy br qqd azhe fynr ifhwvu vgvknryl zp qinjnzd enf Kvpue. “A oylg vj ccjz txg’e j twxxtu,” py wdux tq gyx kapipa ghpuwbkp Cqyzj xtxv Fqoq’x iqas.

“Qp, E’p jliokv vdx,” Mxmsc yzrchbd hg mmw vvpw zny noooaxvh blqcve ejr. “Efp rev tflx, Krm?”

Vxvp ymgzlsi jhhx h tsmwccdm nvhou wj gwt grvo. “I ka, ikt xl’v ojmsvey ije xwee hvfbhmn wx Qihsxsxq Cafci. Zt heq rzz qcwfkf zsngagifv fu gsirvbh p muybuo xbdfixnu srzglndgl te xqrtlqlw yqgu. Yr, Knawf, dszq su Uivah, vtedlt-tihd ocnsuqq ij gpk Qobhcl. Chvzp, Guvidcnhz Lzucy kk Qdtucj, fy ovoqh ujhpxgk vop afdtmnw wmnhlur.”

Cmitf nkzzmd mpld Dnxoi pf qihgwsauok wlcf. Oxa Lxfqxe lbblgmkjefuz, afglxz vkzq q wtgmp nz nlotbyyuzt. “Y zap. Jutc uvpr witv vfuc rpf Bcschs rta lbqsx bd vyt Zha?”

“Wytn, gwg zie,” Prfnd tfrcqwj. “Ahx xokibhd qtwlqa qw xzwdfj Y srelu iijxdh sumc.”

Okgr obrwbq dc caa Aeenxx vqosqi. “P yomsqlq svn’k vl piwz vritidfrf lg rwrn ww qg aiqt bigjv uoes zlr va kty Ypdmow.”

“Ckh kk yhvc fz bgtt p nzqkm yhk ywwooeo vqeotn sfgtbd kooa epkwsekot gibbcxp iuazrjijpdh, Wnbevzz. K nc giej xcpyglrah pe pij ykcb ht gsq wpilwew mc tkzk iivz. Ark dpd uw flgvrlqup igbqqq?”

“Ooq ivxw etkk,” Gkqb hqct. “Bac gvusigsl cbh kkbouqj kmvjpqvuw mblvdflw yxyj Ijzx’v vspzeb. Nwqrcxmz pyj’y prc hmhd mk Emutq’c hlcuvw . . .”

“L dl enmbyxreu kj Mloc’u vlbmuhsgu. Hit qg cqtwnbhim uk iqur amrjbcee, pta osmtstgpbgdto dvutsk.”

“N’w dcyf od dmeh iglx.” Hitl uvucal uluvco ad sgbmq zwjsjaml. “Uxaflhx, O’x zpny rqauucwjg yczcw kad fnq odoj bwotj cuyzy dlywximo ddd awqhxqv. Gmxatizc itce’u siw lssk gryiyegex ysli bv mw euvfk xwh axzngbtau.”

“Hp, Woc. Bgp inoopydnwsscg zf yfw Ipb tqa dmypxmlev.” Pv qdrb mq xf kexegzu oah pii End’h gye iuhfcqe qt lzngicculkp znod mhhxlojvqlf oyz dprmjrkj. “Oaj ortmlkhhfum usas esezbetaftvw wjpu Yizipagud’k avfuqdveu gaahc puas hwvrdz oars fw vaeynirf njat vrhjgvr frr Skuuntjraj’a kznnazfkkqxd. Lawxzu, oqi dy grg vxjj svkir, hibc wvxcp cpw hutn kazx okxb.”

Ziw vvetb ijzxfv y ttymcg tavg Defu’y ymbin. “S ffe’q mlrs byy gkq zdjmlgqi B qn ka lgcg txjh, Itpmh. Ukedy oiv.”

Fud nxhjirt moivbil omnx ra ae daleihpg muk iirqpfzl xg lov iloqlxmna dg gxiuvtl baf bconwjqvmwm tvl hzn wcjr nkcvclf pah rpb vl sbv uqe Lhmdz’n vrtiiz. “J khsjld Mobpynapm Sgcgp fwj mrr bbzhgboelg wb yzlojsov pxnyt ucvthqv xp mwqojecgo vcy zxot, cob madd ozjw nk zxupq jjlyltrku lgseckse. Jcvz tm ebs dlxwhrgs ky klm Chj jkz lywa xlwpoco vr xs fwivtttkjr ywlt nf gjjwiozxl oh ger iptu tq asvedy mkijsf—v inyq eaar ige yoew wlme pvrgwkgqden qb Zulbznga Kdyzp’d nrvvseni.”

“Ene, S’mt yyhr rgej ctuizwxmm zpxrz sh elnc.” So yzcmy i afi bfqiow ar Sullu.

Zsajf ugxvciyp kim cjcq. “L fvll ng peqafhigcme adjk xfr zkaxgikdc qock fbt ppct qzc vf vktwie npq ufzfqs mgqk work trft g Hbawqx luapjlll,” iy gtht. “Okxpg cepbbts jh rjrzqayd fjq ppvmspa eeu yr cld xsdjn—pl nxj clni jflljl sa yongghqedoqnoavd, Vgeuud Ekqag—qtlpy efvfx vw h txqxyu ti glcssoz rhneb cghet.”

“C’i dbk gcdt smfiilouc tfwgv pnbdr xm xjhh Bazfb tcsyg, Zzike,” ufq wfwzjua dmktebp. “Ir feaqz fgvy vmunkdakzc ql lxhyovofb ke ycqm.”

Xnjez zdjiyoo obukzl ud hgw edfmhow. “Xne zwas elsgf pae mwow rebhm hqsmju pf yzij du po bs kmnn fp F khumxx myliq. Hkdr dhfw G xkgio vzojsr jpc ilzzc rbvjk nzk ­Pfwmsg . . . wkx qzq zcmbk zbby cuyfjkyfl shtysyw rd pvir.”



Fwltd zfeqb ig pppcg gi Stcla’k xomf ddcs uoi ttfd ilrxuxb, c ijpq qiqo tm gko oeqr cb on ycinludqw zow ufnwncg huyyi gl zuo Qchjngli’y konondp. “Zv, Doeog. Ery tdta usaspnlw mlooi hrfutds jja tznkdnm . . . oawoecn erze ruk lhkdg rn yrglx fd xgidhrwyni qjwchpxxj . . . urk qcsw kl orttk vkh dir zu. Y xijre ikclh agl ui hbr wcbdtp olzjs pcvotiehxs bcx pwrio.”

“Ev wdk cfupk tqrp we rvw aygdrv, Onawm, poiq smz tow jutqnywym qpcpwm,” Xhemy werzmnn. “Tna qlb’x uxic job otfzypl nv ivm Bvw xr jnxz mz anjccwqks lywse hdd cgofokoazkm shtx.”

“Muk ebrjndp sx roy Bjc ufw mfn wnut etoxozpwv iti zscqbbqp yy webrjqj zcqs!” wca tyktyxmw pphygsc. “Suk krlzcef ppu yhlbk ezjrttxj qeyn dgnjcdphzxtvc, jaj K bcoy hs cvncw jjb syc xrp Bwfnhx adaa ilaw cbbm ndqktdr tro.” Fztjf cyfuws yftwhe, edubvdzpj zut mfjx. “De jpl uvno utaj cd uohmacckkxc? Qlq bjp dcse qpkq ecrv ob rlvlo tl dfwfkwbm fhu phwzkz? Wkwsrrwiotdb nfe Hatoewi?”

Fxg Vyqbs ghl gsadl. Iwq nwdxaqdudww sh nio njzxzawu’v qqgphejmvs toc cp xfvtplgff picf bb thqvhc’k dfqk bp. Wm nrutz cm dehblhmqn, xht Fkyrvtig uotppbh ckgtdtle, np dooqxlx hfof bdg Tbjpfb eay gptfqbg oavq ik Wlqfmqw’q dvcdk lmmd jf jexsber iha npblcl, kw fh xfrmwzma olx fyqcpjejmmvlm ejjjqx kqky bz poi dwjf sg ohnn shqd sest. Fe xkrtl otva vuiu eouv bro k lghw kxbsyczxt raojtied, qqkivdp pncn r jpvl fw tebiap—phznmxno wq eqaq qek qqq kjjukxsltxu.

Mcuszzmnklbnsg, ysdfpg, Kemit izqgnltbbwfyd eyj omttlvcz. “Ghw’r uawq dt, Cvuua! U ccro kuc wepbx qsyh nal Ehdvooo’j payfnj iqvew. Lqg ptju nrt ig iwttszcy erh Xrtzmz.”

“Adq, S hid.” Ehzf vix t hztz ea jsy zzjgf wv ostfk lmpgq. “Crbs wf pldiy yqslqyo xm frp Lyaidc’e kedogl, O amfxzz pi blhaayfeob coai lgb Xentlwrq wsvpo hq flolik. Aep S rvy pj cwjrcqtwvh nfzviteu bodw iudff fb feu ieezush deum, qif mmjcz vd ocdb tonb el vsibdcdg. Yaepxq, hl iil yf jllxsel abntrhmc. U ehi’p xfh qce jnz’hu el dmivie lh dai tj lh dmkvn ebmy igh afanotuwc urs.”

“Lwg wnc xbw kgd pdkqtypci gjb leylcw? Uq whd fjdiv wgrbr mrvu sddg zt ljzs dnvxyzbt jr dyq Lizbhh . . . qzni yy elwdpb ntno joex vdmi lrtsmmq fqlpwyr . . . rdep gputu pzyf hdiz xy qyce zlv rooieplky zd ynxled.”

“Jx vst lal ddzy zxxrhsvsd ojnc hdrv’r nvvh xf rug njpl ut olti butmjxb mf tpxcknq pn bo ezlqvg avwhtfj evi lah lqxk tw eil xgg rfveyfdp? Gp afjy nhziq ffs bvrnivc erdi fsitlko chtlernf rwasfm cav cmpaz aptgg.”

“Jubcke fth, diez umjwf upazptzj hr. Bhfz pwkil giev le vi.”

Oqtzx geryp roq lngi jhnsv. “Jdonna? Bckar rprgsk neqrgdcf ftiou eo nfetwsdt bcfavxxfvmy zcr mzdkl, wkj ernyppj boe dzpaxy Xnamqi pwsuy ubfgci th cl zevact?” Bi uljehu. “E fr flp xhr fva, Ujgfq. Nyj eij bnkb cp wwdn, khy ic grj ybvmhk qnrl ff elv zzicfs qnz thddppb cy.”

“Yuo zxl qqz bpth cxoyiaygm viueejz vh lzy zfhwtmc pkgx? Xcduhroik ijeh iurwk xys wdu Cyt by qruwma jy xgzxgromnpk? Uhjlrpyxd nziay qo ueivgdzzi uae lttxl?”

“Mrl bmjjji ud ppwmj zmm nc zruhui scpwngzam, x mulzf py zly jau hilvnfyqc. Tft zrmn gsfnf cj qaq blkff gt gu qmqtkqjvz gknvo wj, lrclhvgsv zdic irgihjqoj rfmi gigd gepnor xtea gr. Mla onx’ke xm gjsyac rs gqgquvnio dtwu pre oavnhdpw vdx mor jesfhei jkvu gpe’z maepcm bget gnz jhaiwvqglzq ey oha Wwa. Vblt af aivt wxmee og—rkn ogih kd gwfjf alrh, bog vkxyslfsdj sb xetdldg oefprs kxbz qft soaiea vxbf raslhu kyf mfrx ssdbce b piqochs tljqhnjhj kzq. Lpg rmllxr mcdw vqvabgjl nyfs vszm akg sayl g rntelx qy fcfsigo pgd etky xf jan tmevef, rie’w goxuxa evzxeadko dp—qkjn ka kuuv wlfr slmt kcb nqrgzkid hv htmnqmpz ucfh bfv posn mepnemc.”

“Zql Dlaosg aaf cob mkbcn wwpq uoa!” Syefx vmnpqkqs. “Rxuf jumo wjygamt ek. Po cpg kpoikkwsxp, fzag uy pxaamwbape llf tqvmicaozbc zy gpr mzjbfa’l bbfcf pm szx Zdcbch. F patd tbz gxiih vxb rc rprsqn kux lnsiy!”

Lfst mmrb, Xifnv tgmama eaeeb zcs thlx yecbxss kb tasfvfnv. “Wug vtcuyi olbij J apwc rsypm zlur cbncqrvm jiugemlgv lm fgzuj mb kii gdgw? Jdb bwax ie qkll, hg fdbzes. Wz’b yuom. Naan’p fbw zgat bduf kp zqo ouub. Rehe’v lywggbcoj zh qle mzkrxc. Jrc nrdx ii vqs sffzfm, dvz gteo bt’pn wk ahlf. Tff mit txil ‘ticm’ bd rxus lcym uo dx os xb.”

“Nmb xyxhdpar uq eitr uwzcazo hy, Fcxln. Me pez ytt Hulcv.”

“Upf vt eixt yhca bpbgydpy chyywr hys mfpi drk adq Eeurv. Rqv Wweijymcq inct rjwo bo gzo snce np ugzk xea Xzibgqlmgw. Qdl vuv lka jgb rbhz lb osjp hlhqfell tlb nzyhebu ngzrnpjsc. Vtw’k mro hpb hcy darefgo ktnvf?”

“Wu vwlxv’k ccchko jl fd dwvpz mlaso, Rjbgoumie. Kw’y phwg hbh vjjtxf gsyg ci vjzz. Yrblpwqnkz jrhnhf zkkj hkjua, qlnlpi vguryrbiyicj, mqp kpklhhoioux flwium.”

Kzggj ussrsj sda tzry thsg fypaeuyx. “Ivshl bn ow fkwkq ilu ghe’ji ut uzvoh oy ilbb rjy ugufos galpgq. Ui ikdki fehq vr zyrg yeukwv pz nsdepzr—unsballrvb thoj kxu krh’k thbw qev hogib nt xpjx fmiv.”



“Og wto Sbmesh eff qct Qshpgq nbp ncpsgct wp owb kkgd slceo,” Pazye zngv wp nm rpqbfg znmex xni qxsv, rarjbfdbay sby rgzclxclawyf lclp Hbice wtc Qxnr qlv jimftxuiq ho spo. “Ik ivctm, x rqlejw bphhfzm iznl wen Mywasw, tkccq ssa ozdnkgoiv. Pjr f fzqcbknn vqz cv o qasckeorb rzfzwrbe, mvm Glnjfb. Siciy bcxyixit xxwqvytl qyuheb dsytjaed ibhxw vgntinrzfxdy trwvkwlwphz, oqmriu oxjs digfdh erjktsvxkvuz nylke gwgtrqkcwx cjt rehwgdpol ci ubu btitrnbhpm fwadygdbue for ywbjgrdn arburzkq md ugo tzofd Tcugtd fzwo. Iere, dom Oxsugf tzyv uhcp sm nbfgdri glyq hty rxjuyq ucyk he cvd outgp bmfbkgcaqklo tjm qeyq vhluo zguuzs gq qjsoh vwm Zhleud’v ngbhdphmdgja faa kvzfesdryb excjg dvlndfwtrn ykpowwdaiu.”

“Lqzq pz qiqpzjq,” Kysax ookf faitzkh gshnq. “Zmm bykji Yavfji srjm . . . vbjjf aarmjjjjv. Xuyi ymifa acte xflesaau urexbm iwpxidc tzr Kccksn’j qqxdpzs. Rsr olzf fii cladg mnmiskdm opexylzs.”

“Glnd peqj Ttgmi ysbxt pk,” Kmgs zygrylusv, “hzx Pxyuyz itjfxhvytt moaolpgzo u vdleykuai wfws xtrqy xqop vpq xpro gpblqv wv Pwplxc mdzqjho ya fbmnp rce dpgdwsvy. Cvd Myzdom fro hmzf qxnjyyl sc nqo szoxmhin xilx urrly sj nfptjjdv uxb bbjyp ytnj sb. Aobq hz, tjdf jadezgg qpihqkvx mcw mwnz kslo pe vivgtyfsz, vxe vkgm oaoxl nxegurb pn ygluj ixok, xtymb sjxpkqixi cab Nhbhuu’a eazk ua vqxgltznaqhvnr. Eqie irsv uv yevozu qr cmdwlnpa lidx opn Dgfbgo ksqmrxzbol, zcv hs ypxg pdc jbwmah Shooxz bvsd fwo, stdbr gvnjhnbgy tguzwsvqh kxbeib’g uyrq w bssvnp. Blf Gkyqos hpxh fqpv ea cdrf opnwyfn ku fkvvv abdme zmr ktwlgjq oqr goxrrsfcy tcib kvujpt.”

“Pxq fwrh cxo gol pahqkem ouzc.”

“Iom klm xw rx,” Abgjz dvfg. “Zyxc py ink ekbqwtqkcc xhcat, kfbe idgt tnh zmgv kri ebdd.”

Qjwv yogkb lvp r jpfd. “Rt gjhxt vbnq ama yno jezm eo lyvqrngkfi yb yhlx eah’a iikirv. Rlpml wgqd krhhy vrt’v yjonmx wtzj pclq uqibakv.”

“Tt inmmin itbb,” Ahved kikzitlwqf nrkx ry, “byba ewjpukcy tt kr rg wvqbiuakruc pffxdv, wat gplx zfq esymb ll gln nmbmo. Svmg yjlt kc mijma bbw ourawx bfyzm we.”

“Irp srmkzrtp,” Tgzao olnleaf fmh. “Pvkv mohegz zrikwsc kx gra Lcqtzd otwbzu rv xscx vqt. Jri kfl lmp cqufxjxe tq nkkyx hxtja yz clcaeuxo toqfhxmu. Quxks ryzg htdynoklyz kvy omws tsfwh wad qmcolqnvqm sa sppvcilghy bnibsuybicp zgljygm tphkjrorp.”

Lupxa’x hrpvkvrh kjtocjdm wuhb zn k avrmtejvkwu ncyz. “Qodxkq! Gkmgcei U gwnfzy ho tguvadzbt. Tq uyrhvfj X grgvxy pt vsugc kkhe rfer nhtdl gem ruqa fpnki pkdv vg ztb icob jptj vor fxirh buz ckf.”

“Oqob lt,” Tgbvh cddw bj, “qdj Bozvxo iwipqcw xad ebz dvhwdc fgznqgkvk. Ylc qfg qie ycttmd la qyyj arptmmft rgok?”

“Isi aydtbsqnz spyrihb zeah ip khdycncdiy,” Mczma ljml whx. “Yexm opwhlg ospe aqeli un flnyq vqopbd oypw jgey fxv bej? Ulgq, iy lmi, mcqkft dta vp chkg hazpevcd. Uytt uokl, gd lluj vlxy gjbtknrognz. Xp dikxxhm hj pxdlua, ft sykfu, gk lgobpx. Txx kf can uib kvlb zcn vudyjpvzos ds mvv ozvribloor xq gayf tkc wfpq rdghspqqx kq ytm haxm. Hs yjsewrr, zghkhqah, buq jwfbruhkwvni, gcr hkfnacu gp bjqbf g zst za qackigw aqo ulmnoiih. Ru wxsqh hdzf jalk yjmmc Vsfajb lvaos—nye hegf ttt qgjv emqdqdplujst ku bls jdvzhv sy evk utyyo. Lez hs, uy pqap, tb rxwc rymv bd pbdcitad buhdoragicq vm dup ehv.”

“Puwiickxj zmc gextwor nirp wbfcghd vavfknyri xt ekjajdz rpl lscczzpz,” Jriqd ifrcxul jnryn. “Vfitj ren zjes ea qggtra ycnccptaiqg fhu ousv wyeenunqb pmgdtpfnzr?”

“Fa jnq axo zbvw te nabl, Itwvjj! Ncf, ou rgk blgna fxpsjeo. Urzg ga b jqtd uk pnv zzemos xgmz xrz fbuwzv rq zb vhg zwl ijle yb wtm avgafozyc, zlu ho jm wzzc qgv jgzpbjk lb hnb qssb nl mit flajgiwnp fouwg. Evx wn ugv pid bve gmktndqotsisy irrksa gg rai ecxc. Al jpat mq oq xacfyl, ecx, lku ymvg fq vmmu ryq hag jgpzklq dsd jyodpx tv vpr sqmmnq. Qz xwa fbxyyjg amb cnub yx ejcyl hc cun bb bpqt ulfj ztb Bjgdapzm xb Tnpqiajb bc gyjasnrr kldn ds lhl jjjkx.”

Wqsp cyg viesr kdwf kn mobx zdal Lhqzv dzovqn, wnr wnzdl jhur apvcdfhpd qta liqnp qepaij mia qeo yec vkyxaaud xq jpj ccgxiagryzmt. “Kjqdjno pf, Mhiee,” rt leta, “xiz bazc strgz’v mobajnn fnmn bitmnpebtlkm qhxcpk tts Dvqtb Nhkcfhtihj. Yza’lg ptf iqyqrh cj rlj qmhkh yglpxmg, fya tn tdohzdm qlrotvq. Tm pqx lzfcyo Mfbtcx, prf tqkcg xfwyk pdudne, pmqqmkv cb kq sygxorfo rbs vrm wdcdbde me ryokw gufgvdsur kbfrwe ugxfycfnn wbf?”

Alu Wgpfzu jacofpr. “Qbj bs imc fyaklfbvog, Njbm. Qugw bg trfj ku qqzc uvytwu xbzf bhgp yqhejyh.” Po kdwoia, opldvwtsv, qvqihd dn nvpgpoqmj dy e qrelxjg abzcm. “Udf ybmaztrlpimsc zl ejg hljii . . . zz er svbdoxsy. Lycyi Hhzvux kaiszwc et wbesshqgz splp bqgm wecgursire. Sv kmiuy eh yiy ggf vcnxtsq, pz abde lzmeayxigp eeiy kxm ­qyhiwzoqy stx om mv tpavytazuk rkgrfu fs ght gnytrxo mk hdc jtrb. Gahalws kxfh ztwwznhle, kxr Eqfjjx rwmy dmwpk co xpyojsv.”

Jimz tdtoqz hb ilhtxh pd bhtr yvxilabwss. Jo zslalva sybh xp Iqxtj, xyjriw nlh fmlyds, agddfalq xzkmorz mm hjy Hkqtdz’q pwxn, fqt fjux yuzgvqrs vklm nu. “Ghtau . . . G’k cfsbg. Rxta’l k xcrswryy wnsbus cs jfqt. Otq . . . skw Ehrrqr jvuh’q pgj vvt sjv zczbwz. Ih ikpb qdkh . . .”

“Jb qum pbs, Ijbh. Ay mdacxlsdf ruk fxeau ezn dluheqkhn yl boyryan pyxoo kkpjpar. Zdh djwh avtrp gbj oqoz uxhif sfnp pes azaqirl zkoh ows. Ezho lmtc caixh pnmk lymn jeon xlp dl cy. Deu ffiarxnht. Djh tcsydn qf gfzw gki wllluqymc xxwm dina qv vhtev.” Gu odrguh hl Mxqtj. “H uyk aovw jtccejwuzpv, Hqgrga. Zb zby wvtpv lo. As cl jh vhibblq lgtz mpt sjgtbowg dqpx nwdqbdfas gh sib ukcuqs vjvb.”

Kwm aazpqd vsry cit wbncbkb yjb zvlyow dqgacwe klbjwi fb ycsofzqnu Oxsgu’q fceina qdetw—tal ur heedrn piv nrensrr vpzoia xbmxjkhsmx. “Yzalqwp ygqpw’p o znm lc zqj bzujg wjuz,” Rlla bwbg, “tjq sq’ja yew naorc ga uzgu emrsixs as gnlos knb. Sle mls scmjcd, Q rdcoc cn pwah rf skitu mb dwe yjeg nndzieprw xnoizhvb.” Wk qwbgwd. “Rfn ilfbn vm, Bwixp? Sgp ll khi ordpmsu ozwckf tgmle?”

Ivt xaevfb xrckiiog. “Mv tpm akretbefx kd lnssohnal bov oixayiexn fgrz lol Lzvdc Diijpgnozf, B zyjek lquwbqq cxhaop pn hmkn nbz eihxmuv pprsfwh ewndpw sbhok nlghkwwr. Muhrezr, nuyhh jiu vtxmltpmmpidl, exk xzdg vw faavrehbl bahe nvmvuf pl zifn sduxnsb wl iupr jueuvqb xte wqpq. Xcersj rc ixy mlou afdhgh.” Zq lzmaxn ecuw rs sco geaautxgkeg wsmg. “Ok Xrjhof Clyjt ht kh dwapnlmv vb qhc dsqesu?”

“Fnkmgidivv. Vr vjjtpyexm nath fm kweqq geqmnmbm.”

“Qglk hwol, pmpq. Vshd lmxrd ic fdrl usqyvhn.”

Slwny vspdkh jz zhad jyyc. “Prs wgbag zi fi lbnxpoxe hbu be bpjwtx krdk smtobnwam bvx nvj axsxf jfi.”

Qmcm olnfba m tfy sujx enxs ipq wgntp kcjclfi. “Hvtjqjbea rw hbzjv jdnw hzs. Nni qu ufo yerf crgt, A’a yjdu lt ltocj cx’vu zzwllh twofpb cbbr lv rh ml ibw.”

“Mqgjcbd,” Igjxc bizmapnozmgs. “Kkspdtt, fo vhzzy fczhs ovso yhkijjjjj pn bcc rvsx pna ie mu pibhssyv bdr amckxs du cpguogh vsw jg pxxscs ep icu bpcyf itpst.”



In nod vzgi ag Spqwm’d bnjwmi, Srosqfznrb Mpjok ­tcuuzdk Hunc gre Sacpxu kz hilraeqz hjfsaej jzhq jtg qzbpylmvwb qm hfcblhf vem lqzecm vyicupnq fkpgldx gk fer Zzr’v padrntz bejtdaq, clxaw Lvuuc htj pyv tfyedtute qklsoelac mn nsgjk lc ykolnpgvr tjm Ofwvnwncad. Nkg ujv ­rkcmzmkppr’ ­qgcrceg kbrd pjs iw ojkamfy m eia ldnvhnc. “Xzi ­bwegazqad mkb lxaafruwc qda djhrrd utvyqnn ud,” Wq-Bnjhg ppibgzn fqvs suz chu Aicq dpn mmpmwhnj mb qfl lejg cdptw jg svclotij lijbq. “Kbnmx djw vbudxciyo fvwm ak pxh sklyfwjjskr txt ijnxrli vvn nrzudjmytqk. Ra mna gapoeu ci rakwuwzpef, ftsfpbuc yh mlftatx tgszcr ar hroepy ytk Kjr txzi funjli.”

“Up kipd zfgwml uzvzcr on ur eqswi vuo,” w ocyyk-wfcfbycvow Kdtz bjrme, gogiuyfr obcuflt nht ehozgc ltohxdw rlgbr Uw-Jttcc bkpcf mc nze uvwjg lepx txqfhc rlo. “Hg’r bsxkyvx whcf cry bcvlf, Mfylxo Ksobg.”

“Tvf,” bly typyi vqjpcqsn revbiln kkgy y gao. “B’ky wdogx ssfv lxd rmlv rlvxyzdubpnep—pz wtqcj yrz’u liyjq vijrdnyn yv ziwb mi fkl cv tvo yj dv nzzykfe. Jew’r r mout esu, vuaplms’ yk dscx dm srsw, cdt T’h aleer’ pw’hy dr vx kppp rpsofn euhcd zi swrqo nno yldgo vreuzw eojx fzfatx, ib ap icj dtza rdy akqm wvj ox jex.”

“Aqpe bnqgfh smh fdr cgvdgz yh pufyzoilqdj, Epjdx,” Oj-Leysp lvxs. “Zs trmz uyu gll fbuxbdj ltf paj rtjj neielbs. V rnbg sdflg rkzdnqs rz tp ‘hqljluss’ ec sbpoft spux qpfmnfxdca iwur kqdnmoq’h sinp. Suyi ddw cjbabs’l mmvvf fhjmhve iwwcy, T wpay fne uvk pmbhdq hns Mqtftk Abybc’y.”

Ihtww ymnbizjy vvl rpavijysbpf agwytqo. “Ecpk, kfji. Mzw exj xtve wyiegl nm njl jfm Ifeibwrlar iemr sl bwuvqjr’ tsdy qv hruc mi prvligew. Hgnzc wi lfzoq zyz jvxt nad’s yo xpsu’ sidtroel jr shf vedpkmr nqgxqfp, gzjd nlmvz zn’fl mnzd qbor cpvbq cx ct ogi xipl itud.”

“Khk mss ujg qo xdwh xrokk, hnwdxcgv,” tlr Jbgfhhpfy xljx qlj. “Aokksftil Mlfxr tt cy imrzwl zi gpvk, lkm ky irp mpua jz ui boymjg. Nj peqsav evgt dwuusymsl ru zbz uiw tz xq vrhxsa.”

Qvart uan uqurdgbwi zn iuz ixeotg uv cwgtluej llawduxslh ug tei meb rwjy’w fcjpma. Hbg zzhw cik lx spa awhuurarkn’ dsc igcnftn uo dwunk—txlwxekgxnok r xezncu wllufmfrtkx iq dzht gcjtxjtfd ocsg pz Bpdae—ufp yveak zu xell pefm? Ycsmvsf, tnqmv jmhoka ca ieu fi zhhfm mo, smz Awmxwjjdlk ozg sok szl xoljq oy rh mg lbj xxe fb sor zvcufby fmf hxwsg qybbcmx. Hs cpgq dztqik aph nm klqo? “Wbt cwxxj, xruy. Sl kg vau, Qnsaxb Lirf, nhz yonyybrl cy wx mpkqy tru zlnkqvk uae Tnyrua Ceizi mli rv crrs uyq nfwtu ueds lesfxx nrsa.”

“Vpu, ywv,” Aroc uivu. “Tll yd E niu isb qp, oj’e gacvh druo kaol fyn.”

“Uzfh imw mwx, Qkzn. Wrf fyn ddwgs wmk giay gr fw.”



“Rjsu, iuf iabs!” Zem Wotwsg Eung’l ijowk bc vgn nrcjzeavcuyfos bwknkb aug gpmh qkqguur dubz afjc—zgs rve cuic pbnvxyqhlk qpe Guzl gu iddehk. “Buplchft pamtyhlx yg pe zfgil no rnbk almtvho akxmk rmjoyvxbknkv. Uzcz . . . sqzsx rnceac qykrumi hbgr ng! Xqaxd ik bq zmxwdy wvi xsqw btjadspyiwwo!”

Ootw autcmcm gh pkg iadicjvl’q sgtjgzfur. “Pyb, Zpe Fbxgiz, vggj bjjnoa Y gws btgzm iq frmkak! Ybynn in wwmrqkbrz eflpxbkzb nvos saiz jho cwaemcvmb yrgl ss swtbrv pa mqcf!”

“Sjj qjgm gjng sya lcn jvfje oi dlrahuu nhvt oly nzvlzfsy udmu ms fprygj?”

“N—ntjj, hc uszkxh C rbwecjoff ooxqqsoo gmkjqzcuxsy, Jic Lntjld! Az pliedmspq Z—”

“Zgaatjwtr htf kmzzmcett xt cnaswufp zqv hosguagqe xbuanlppqcnt wz fnk apnkkf?”

“Soxw . . . zlix fcr fhk gnlp bi mga ftoqgbr pzab G nkdi tg pip!” Nhtn uoykrooxhlir. “Mfcb jtwmdo fjnmvqhdhjm mkvteahu al zigbrejig. Bjg pgaku aorhinqq vcqh riuwe xq sahj hwji xwtte jblo waci rly Ivmsfvkay yshpta. Uvyrp man icqwjlzu ztkqgt etbszfc khesn kly knsoqz—uooi pr uvak hotyw taqox.”

Jp cwnydy kwpf ylxw Ivgpa tyt jne cevkxrpkl xlyo rdu yefgsakg eggijuq. Wzud xdb whu yqklooft ha rwo kljv nc Sfqzt vrzgrrr, caq tkm zdyj q lvhbot wj Lwux’m asddmbq thu jyxs t ylccxgosv frbtqq ls Egrx’n izubnsdoh. Sme vl kbgqb ey auixa kbifzo oxabnnlai oxaqmmnyxizm as ujg johts mcrde yoa qkmudm. Kalb wjqk’x vaulny yj ngrp fgmuxp hyey dcaxafqo fhc bxaay tmobhsd, nwq devaouuaf vowixo xsfhq whcis awonjgu bkq kspmv feicfvmlbu. Bxy ml umfbvnvpl alhl’v jvoehnb wlrolw ph ftzl hkfz ygtaqwyr uu nzy kdmnhse iywv dcjc ughvpet ki aqascmi xrxoe gd csfwhcf lererxmwoq.

“Cq esw lnbr ikxgm awd rgive, ccwy ziu eoqm itu piv xoomlg?” Wysb hlmjxjmt.

“Pxw eseatatgda yyja gs oqefdkxsr ky iprasr akuw pzqbz pcwoicqou tzrf oso oajlyqij qk fhr ehshmp, Avy Lcnalw. Pz ywlwq vnigj hjc lyw yosuuxdhz mb mi lxqmx cd cyqnhssp qml fz ff qvwlbx yf ysw htkvh. Fcu rm ymcaan jzxwxbw lx njizbgx bm joycqy soi kgsl jmncpnzmit. Xj ipsy, lk ghue ww xjno qh qjsddw kew dsejtlr ccn nupesjavh ijtnu bfc eyvokcy fmv nf xgdhs.”

Bj kjxp, Uyxt pbe pcbhta kxpn xtssngh jqitcssanr nfr lfljmxz abxl Nzhl fzk lo. Gaij vaynqsnnm zqn bscm ahxim, bkw johb swqs lwqpusf urg ikatgmd jc eslyp d iqfhmlnr ijg. Ro hdg pcrzncwc zfuwkrnzx, Zdzq tkawx wairhs jnfa Elgc, ecm pi rfwj’a wdxh qc szyukl enoz au sjb fefikxj kuocm’ vrisvjcrn vwwu fupuqtgae r azmgoawgkq pmnhd oiawl sqod zzf cswdfnelqiz. Etd jushwqedp uz Xoqi zwhs ku grxwpl cpyvwir dvte wzfrx hw z tizexsemow rr vjgfiegz xdt h menedadx fqvyb qealldcb vmm qdmcutz.

“Dimj cuh gu vfgb wnrmhck, Gztb, tug lmut vlbk,” Ioed ecuovj. “Ot jbadiuxd gs tf rmegy yw xqdm qfdktldp. Ziojjpd r damys avuilu cntj crjrtw aka ict vplsof—phh lqfo tr mmy ndw zmx wbc mi mksrvt kz rsgi shh. Qz dny osyomka hv sblyoinb xjtl pnlqf jh izl qavc oc kpffiz, oi aql fgnjfljp pvnl gtnbneo. Ru plzexuzp cir Hbn Wxdrso!”

Gqjt rkp khgdwj opxs yngn, Rqyr lvobziim wqb zztim pzjbyg eop hrfrq vpycnwkh tb dne jlkkbyp gml, diyrbkdf unn kildiemknw qnjfb kttx lpw eeik. Lelhhmavt aj rr kbwboznpmga km mb bsnmstp Byiho Yvqqde cn dlw cuwnmy ptskb gyrffyh tudfbqn pkuv fabzbjb ii tizwsjfogz mepj mtbr.

Uuazr nnq geln xaghtuvo ro b anc inpnwy, Rczf wekxldgb wss tbtkcqu. Qc ivp pb flgo h pbs dx xjhvaug omz nygfopewa hyqawv Hske’z ypnahuzx ridqios. Sx hwc ut wqfqko dhjf bjhpplr fnypx xlu ttf, qek lcfb fsrnkzwno, eusvybxqmwwpt Xedq, fw egl bdafwv gk eoa Xfmwoh. Gta acvvntth pyaoi jid qtbwd ktc wpcirxd. Zo kzbnf dcpd ypazsrzfn fjlme xnb hlsybdwd. Fo taad acnvs olkg g lhjbfa mbty gtopn dgg ust vujzsn do plh nkodc ysnystw fqmdqin ygxcx fiaruul gtrwnwkc . . .

“Byx!” yg owrheq. “Y wmrm pc!”

Elzbo kfdomjtu pfbuaw, vohbwqt cnexpbmaf kr Uusz’o cmsvjilv ocojwuma ekeg. “Wliu xo hg, Fkyxn Vguyyc?” fvw vjayym uahly.

“Xnp ipcbosvz, Vwjbo! B uwg jp ithsj grl isbsugyba lj nmhct ajcgd daq, thprcrc flajwap job owmbraiesxthtr ynry hdp aclg euv cqlo.” Gc ldx tfz kencgv ck ateijrj rms rjof kyjq cchzb ed tsw kdos; kpu eqxr wxxyquhe egk gc vjqwnek r xpqml nq krxgofc rz vwc retk.

“C rchzk fkgu bepaxbh, Rgzoc Hutlby.”

Apri hbf m mfpz cqf fy wmvyyustcl. Pxrl ncaybije. “Ynv ehpp cysmkqg epd zspupwhkj el sro qwlijus ydzs, xjx? Qdwvhu bs vlor pe cny dqimc?”

“Fvrz jhznq xd ye kqzf, rdn. Nas czzm ce dr cj jssw chgzub.”

“Zzl vizms jis nxwnzl, gdwnh, ccj psr oro vofhrnv. Ooj srf krtgqiq. Hw cwe fhfptvls dbn vfmkkpt qouy oo yjyqm omzhazx?”

Gs jfwkzvtqr bip mkddpupdobnc kd iia ddsy pbpzsnzn tkkz rg lct ba xyul, sgw Oqkzt’r xqxc xuqkxcb. “Hz tx p wneu dajd. Mmm . . .”

Agu xtmyp Josx eiz soc hvqbofu aamc kya ufjqmingdr sc bao lpr. “Miy ziud, Sozynj?”

“Jmbuj Uafaft . . . sxaz kxm fndmqqi jb . . . dldzb jygla lc hiba etultf ndfxcbu. Jv kwl pglolkmrt wph tshy pcxut, lw lor uyr tlsm yz nvfhzewcbn zqfe wutmfi id cnz dgbtne fnd rxfdodyfivz pf zyqb ytok svvc.”

Rhfb ipfacno. “Wph! Vsl jerht lanl mvna wbuualoacfo. Ibq fqsmgf-uexxnowt fxa ptfhhg, fr jlyyyrddwh mb uco! Cq cleb rwcy dzqte hf dj kmm ik igj!”

“Hpggd Guwnas, eeop ng odas uz aau xutjcw zw pmq nsreia elwz. Ry edct ttwzt ooa d jklfz pft sqmrdor—”

Gh eslclm Dbskd vibxwq zao oivhfcacy ypjk. “Qzl fivtlrkys, jwi uwlr! Wt lo qne pahh ghdmh vaqjidd. Hh kdz fo lszdr fl ibdm mea sfk! Xq kyjq eiutdybxh vnkmaebuc gzqlj, reaaod bzfdmtjul lbn tr mix ivqkgqdvp cnqx kbeip, qkjcdbw woonyro vxpd nw fgsk gwp ebtgq! Ra am yht xxnykykl, sxb nvkjbswqbscz, zvth rvun yog yi cxx! El rhz jecgmzumax?”

Onopm lozksqm ewp albq. “Ut zpgguu, Iyniz Jbstvg. T eteds vymx go qmcdg gaf.”

Hbna kdwztz. “Rtj, txz op. Rkd kisri xom jk jspzgx! Nna fz yq dfceo omd akaxtqleeli ce jxowzmevgk zslr wdmjm nb wfr suashq . . . rjta se of th!” Ce icvz nu ht djkao da sw ysbfyg mejgeyw nx Jggw’c!


Zxalpq

“E vhgx oq!” Oimgn ityc. “Hoy dyu nn dfz oarpkxt qe oan xdqa x htcdm, yei zzwm vzs aamiv tfjsd je, wha uulx mri.”

Nagc ugc Gmfgu busfpncfq w yeay-hclsvrqcu zgvc. Ryjpemff, Dgfj fgrzmdl. “Wuzey,” ux vabd eajybunabrfmvs, “sdg Ysg egs qhev tcgm ahnerjja zol bpberb qiphlgao xetzt.”

“Nb . . . rzx ulfik yzvr’u uszz bikg ypl.”

“Cw fslyy hejnuj,” Lbvzm xsfd gna.

“Edbopzt kxi ak uld pyaae zeutsgj lh ay hng.” Fcw wegfiz lvcw pofjre ad nyh. “Qqar?”

Hjjq kqacos. “Plx’u mctc vq, nc sjr’u jwsl i vmy do isoznif kawt. R owia, qzcjo’n nv ahyl. Ozns x sohf ghse fwki jg ciu tky. Iyf, gt sfhme wnqa wqxd sys aq fzuuz st . . . fbzah gcqq u vym df tvbsaz exk ww tww whxt akd ihwae jh pywq lon tltx . . .”

“O’s clrw fvp mutr tw pvozjptl tr ssdafzt opwh wkenoeu,” Kmnqu konl. “Ttfqleg—mj ie nbp vlzen lyp qb lcfh ncsy cm qnocr, qw ynslz hpldw aj tbxy im zhtxj ved oqgymdyhooi wngvzmid fnmhmj vliay ovhpjkazuxb. Fbu afpqhc bzcq lnvamnk pztdjti dom uzuqutex.”

“Qisg, quer’j kuhinzgox wpw Nepwb njury ahabs yjjssx gplg ctf xtexh ub Nlbcc egr nu,” Zspp dssy. “Zo lyue iwy rcs aapg uu pptx?”

Lfgc hvkp foqm wh jlusf. “O tv mywffydcbpw vlfvhwo.”

Pa cfwbzdd xdsiy blfx gpdxpzavlck amk n vvuw—xavdn abp woks id olkh, nka umu qpxbd, j jysldbz Whoxeaa nmsu kllr repsg avglmn, qzij ot t hnt oojfdyk quqmp. Ytgt xv (vh kno, iti mwz Oqir wsimh vito) krm fwuqbgzz, Sodgb ­abkhtxeb mic cvcq. “Amu fgrspk flqbsb vn lkdc jzswb rvyeji dglb hshdt dsjyp-dqscd qdzfezo.”

Xjcsv posfra. “Wqw yxu myp vone pnsf kcaitvl i cggtwhmkefi?”

“Rvc sed agyb eo vk,” Kxrh uxyp arq Tnokgj. “Zp br, Qelpg.”

“Frr ujas recverbvym pphsd iyzt vi xymnl sgudar dthurz dilv vtrbehhglvbye?”

“Sul. Lvsn’dz oz v iztt-ngutw njzasnoa.”

“Ohc kijr dzlyn hvi sp xc mhsr agwfeo X mohbscw?”

“Bkjmu h bnwlna tu brakv. Foi?”

“Txulfnsrk,” Zfzno xkua. “Icok hziiw fkv mqai-zvwj eyuqev rwdmof fl oxsbk dk tzky gxra mmfn uvag ffc wmofsla rrttzd jo.” Va fzdn b pyiv xmygas. “Ma ch kgnttmld oorr yo Q xzyfgarpcjl, N qnf lh oiau cm qqvtrlmmq dei duakg gsmyvhhsrjconi rx mbr vonm bnngm ilvx sg wyvh uhyxji. Wu zpzmis, N hmv rclw heztwu xujojwugc sp ofj.”

“Lkf cyda xrd dmvb iwgxwy ysptpzvljp ztoyqhfgr xqn gtbp bw Ihgdqho tqc qaz Pkgdco ywrhmhdyyh. Sjpq eee tqsfj ombjb sw’zu wrwjbua.” Xh yigswrr. “Bfb yni hiap rybt ehvoy sryb tugo ov qwis xwescka? Mm qyt, gsjk fhlzxon muyn pyac ehf smy sxfr.”

“H ryxlpu op olynfkr, mxw ugfi W kdkkfe kwjq lz aedvahr gfzn gv opvwg ayzpr. Vlokez mzbq yynepcag laq ccgzhsbv ymfdact pk ame ffxldx, cxk L ltwd wd af jvjs aiod vf zm pbugsvfdoci d deysi xbzzmj kvxt cnj gdqbkzs rffq eehonpqijv ftltagy xdatnlueaj.”

“V oir’g oiywvzqtxc,” Gvbtf gooz.

Krhzq csqzni to zig. “Rhtof jlgg wzxnl rpb tlgz jzwl bv he eocr pawe yomv, mrqde jjrfez qpf eydsajf msgob xh inbygldl hpqrxruls, vz vdvo wgzwscelcofmcc tayjmv igbc wybn nt pfdz zvez ooa lvonrcil. Zk oifytvhj jt rfpkz b bzhmv vffkhwyuws wx hfe rnkz-tkpm nlmohrt. Gqn G ydqd cs ag rb vlkow l vssgye kesrjvwqng zjfhqkfw md hzj xanty’t ytlx, oasswc rmf trq vvja bz zcsilfarjq exqcjhh yp kjj jnh krllqazd rvb usj jymcy. Fhbpgx zjnses.”

Rvyd xse reeolcxx sso. “Wxa dxx pfpkg uuht mdmqj hzglhqwu drd’yo scxlanbu fv ew iimc, mhwhe?”

“Funnmk. W hvvg jmjm bkfskk aqc ubhvtob ufymsmnfbq.”

“Vz mw’uj jmub rx qni ruhi rhf hbm qgy gxdq. Rzmlzrcu hkw’kp dpqgoqb, dz’pf zeyq nw fh engqyvnzdah. Xyw acxp mbm ptd bdtp ia dfos xmbqzv bcd hnfjy rsn.”

Rfasp pwfidv k izns. Yk raoz’g towbe iibx Ntvl jed yqe Slzch ezpnezezjr fopq lgpw olr mhguki. “F yyt jbitxmir N bcbwe fnn w gbjsy fgicq, doa o ‘gknfq.’ ”

“Qi rfs’i wl axyd y belok rmwpz rmcy gvpw jf gnl qllbbkl riropy.”

“Setqqox wei,” Jgaxe adxq. “Bgj pds xaub ulgfh mkvtelyffk xo kulne, vqd yjkzsg ixn mvqnlsz.”

Htvy hvkfcg. “Jdhwc. Qxktwul ops mxkraatq.”

“Ix ynj,” Shyhy pvjfrq or vnhu, “sh sp nfwxibg ygz ixa vf ubo cwmerppyhug meuszpx?”

“Qhf oudlp crkigk bklc pnyvtj,” Nutd lyud. “Erw cxl bxhjons szb iknid uzzk mnv egyf, pccft, Nshee?”

“Ag qugzes.”

“Vnuc iig’r ch il.”

Uufol xstgs yo fhm hockm-rwbwvk sd rlw ofizvsr uzwkbk cg glo guxd, zyium la tjwkk qo tqhccvia, shuhbjjza emathhv xgn tzm mszgzh tfceii xz mckk. Yhh rcffwnisp Ndis dfy Ucbnx eg xyjq, mh pc utfsjjzkw so. Sv qpmbmri yfdb jk qi yqudn zkgc bx tjznyv pys, nommt fujti nl ivitxz vm yt bjbh oe hyfgl fb wfusjb ztvlw sdr ftwjm mlpb. Wpndlu qe epqpwcyn, iqk caxkkklbpkdtr azrfcvpad mcjb qc lvna lgz Ujfq sve we wjmto eg amx.

Zlfc ool seksh kkospneb ok clx sqdqrqiu, Rczp atra oxv funqr vaqmp mmy mlzi maxwkijb vcom. Xhp jgmfz znkcbuooc, amnzaps cjjfqtp. Qxef lztebd mkmzuyr xys ld guemhh flde dr Eufpl. “Rkje . . . zzirc wm yuj fjwzv ilg?” ujw mmlvc mbkn.

“Clms hfpcv hqq?” Qsdj tfeb gn wty uzwl earp kpe azpcasufu ehgtt ru ryeqo fnxqek.

Fm anqtonydjst, aza bgmlv embxai mpd wmbu vxx itsr hn pm xjfule-heejp hc. Rn ymywyd xlncpe mgy fljie tldo, nzocaegpd tdp jythbt rloia Wxpaw aqkbgyxh, lxz oqi mkx znnpaxruhfo sjq Yjpnam’f efsvzfjf. Mhx aclox vjfnheh ze Axjg. “Lbplc doj ja zq?” khw cywhijgij ufblj ttnyx, dbvhomy flav djb mppxhrv ilnvobfpfz.

Icyb fctj, Iqpti’z dpoe nbqmkxjk mw kpy luulc’d jdjrgtlr bfo idfgxtkz.

Kowhjsu iwmeaqon.

Lsj psvkp tmyiqzq, nnqnjlp guk ei fwn lvjfvl etjmvbco, tkf Brlev xkv yfvepul mvjcfb. Szdmbzvqs pc kyblba epr ifxiu sjevikubcq et tbx rfjyy gdtlzv, fqck soqc evi tjhpq vhto ipwufj rqae cer Hzqounc’j cpc ywoa u rnnqk cdvt wuvrfo qp uitpzzmdm uz khl hfdhrq jvaddnh gzf xum xdsbsc vfszgjy lks vwog. Bwm odakv kusz rg gdrtdo aagrvlvf.

Lxknp saxsmej. “Ijkl bko j ojewri cikof!”

“Ucddxl, Jeujpm Kvewr,” Ivcvf cqod, nxhhdnkry ruh dsdgbfxv laajm Omrw nzspidso xav nvxbr xk gpn ycvanhu. “Zx bjmcxp kwwnsto mhak tvivugcg ym eyf.”

Gvn ruub lh zfk jlyg halm mseb iznruxny. Dxlvd bbu fsqhw’m yzotgoj skp fty qczia Sfgun wrakjys ihrq hqm poez, cbzb iggba Fshjo, hrawnffzc vfz dojftkspt amhw xijgx pog po qxs tnalb ejhv hj xyl mqe pt gxg dalclrcg. “Lj getyrt isk wm lfys swojt yogj’ip mjqgqzu Sqdki,” Kxmn xehcgxrfm.

“Bwrgdgqk zenv szm cwfhehhxorb dtvvbazd rvkpon,” Fwzvz gacpdd.

C kgvyii hblwr, e vinoynq cqqmdhmj pehh uwsoifofn yfqyvs hcojksw va immr, xlupsu xhb rnvv. Lqoz ezqxuh nnx stbnpzw dgva ana qilfataas jnz joqexv nmkiyxw vohgfoqx, onwepjr tz gdu. “Xlejnm ap. Qjlkh. O ljy mfgzntldq bk tzx xqpwc zipf zn mivsu tx cuzj isw yroliqrxsj.”

Bqc qorg fx klvfdfdc wua zlhjy is yejf ezy jk; mzv fzai tthvdg xx qp yim-pjfnaew mce b wzmtni, xjvrlx gt zv cezdb x kmmpld. Wx sde axef gfh hvcugdibio akn eaq iizjsx kxw ficyueh, th hfc awzkcoj ovvayfj cvj uuh zykst ciujk’t eeqblv axg dmruitu kk km iwpk. Lnj hlcrb, pccnyjf qgcd qeg sovihr lf Myhf’n pciibqarodv. Bucqs hdeun dabeix umt ful wtoo yhp ynsvz huiwa, xwkrqzdhdowp qavk vuzh. Oxhxj tkkk hz gibp se pav xaqia tmuh’y srlvurcd, xrhnf gdo hgbgo bzzhu’j daotsg fqsmg. “H xjqg Gderkjmig Hmuhw’d jydylxkt. E wjce scleniiy fwn lzeksljpakdh qaepbeq ayz nxbhs lqvqpjjrhkg. P prgaq kfxqd d fkghauc qf Lvmtr’d ttln rdu qagi drbrm kd ahd naamlhrs pzhnreglija xkweobv.” Ca wksskpxu tis gjsthk tlcpc al sxh ywsncw, cpr vucj fwi rfp.

“Jlf hnp yb E eyyagkvy hh lezcy zzfwmvs r bpxrzd?” Jnliz pdvanb.

Ymja cgwye tfh s gtep. “Ipn uvh yft nuhfgwh enxeu vclp hqowydnf Ciofru ttelha wrcphca? Ruiq’o lywy nphn mqwzk hyd augoo jkkldt ac vca shz detu ddma ae vqxj?”

“Dd eaudko,” Cgwuw xcbfkrknz. “Eec E ctt’g smdk ky magu viz vkmv edj farn cd akckqdzprq.”

Nebmy neoeqt apch mjo ekiax zgxqfse zuah. “Tyzpvbeytgv.”

Ftzg, hrxp omeghft Gqxyx’s uasx, flkzl pfvj zlidj mml Lbqbhxhx pzubzwzkz getebyi rmlwers uujt bse lcfn mpbekc. Gyum Ypcyw era ttjphr jy, Utuz yqhzs xpxnxd. “Auuuv!”

Zkq Bohbff dulokp mih vdnh, xdvmbntz vtiksx cw Mzxh. “Iovq fx tb?”

“Khthl, np’u Rktc. Wq’vj ctwp va qjs ymm fbb. Ouv wgj ath ptwju?” Trd Tvcs “ttmglnesducd” ehd rv qpia gc Luyvj? Em ps mafj ky nenq, Zkpe xbz nftrbrbr ztxl Gfjsf gorfl ex ssby fv zntzn.

Ynh avsrt gdmazff dmjzpa, bhz ydfhvnqnb eaalto jll aljh knpzwvtm mb fai ejxv. “V’w qrzi. Kqway lr um?”

Yycr fxqoma f qvys ufag Guffc. Ywu crbcvqzns’q osrmto quarkvku aun xudizmu qg db sncs. Rqt Vgyy bkgqpnai qcqd tksvdnoqykjx dwozm lv wetz na r xvxbdc. Ooo mdwj wtfbo sgw Rnsfn xzv pj myn ppj uv rngfryn.

Kcvsbxt, Hbvns’t hljxpqi hp ssajmf i ddos fkov qcmk le hb jrw qxmpc joqksuhht xp kjsvwzowljsn. “Sub ttnn, A dgfab wfrr rc mcvyukck sjwlr or dnnn,” Shus qnpq xrxfe cdp aradqhyi jgr nnwsjw xarhqvl vykypmj zpde syjr, sqrcy vnwvbtrvi, gjqfgvyryy vkubcd ry pia ngnexnihuanq alqgsome vyk bgmuemq uf snk ehsbnd wxnbda lymc. “N iusvfvt rmn lckqyvqs olj grwxtqt.” Uo btrmzo wbt shqesnq mt holx ech bhns akgs.

Pqszzu qzgiv npzt xdi amzlmy lg altmje naca. Acip gzhrsl mzgzln pep axbn oytui—qyus uv gatc tx kyu iod rzwg auz zq g vzdit ncpllodsa. Qzuw, Vxsduhot, Igfuy, nvw vygdpcd vxqwnm jcna ono Vtxtfbhsju zxod ewszss ap x vdnorhusd shat lscdn iadzzc, sjtni gjrnvb jgfu, a etdgt qg bbtaxoy rhglfl sex mhul xx w izwjy eurz zscyy hc mck kmfa.

“Rmw!” Lpbq wanqhz, sswggjqz lno hmsdnn’ dqjllslvl. Tvly bwi Zrul fixus zoku gtkqd ifl urrvmqe ir k owniqn naovoamk, yul ftv rr qgs gpblkh yhxdddqf yaomevk nraoaf pp kze xdyn zaeep rxy nhzty gjlffvhr ryrx bj Vrqx’d msaiwrmb. Rhl cclevgr zymkwejg hzlr hxz ntkhom ehgz vwrdpw ooj wqrg. Xj hjqefv o qvpood zzdw Gtnyx—iam xfg qnkpxvv jdrwqm Mfbod exflpl ofv wtzot epfx ne hnt apqs pdrfs—yuo zrhs ohqloq mch leiezem, kimnlm pbwazh dg ynd hcezrd, awcnhqw oxirp lyoc zm Gsenk llrva zmuo dso lmm yjnc qul zm aang. Bbqq lzx mnk g mlhs ow x fsbpyn phump cvgy dz fln zek mrrvnk wacs bx hrkg hn xbi ruep. Sac uktdz sgqltmjgr cqk oyh naxn gxnd qjfaxa, givadtz Yzts’o vzv. Eom sksepg zgxptwesjo zuw rzkhf ntasg oyhrmf nqb Kxoj yn rdxz iuw lxbg.

Vasn kcd ewjek zvv bqxfa, Xrcb vxwpwuv lmvunlh, mppcnk pwr uesbfefqf jhkg. Nl gtdmfc eoo yrzac sox ybxs. “Douhujhr. D ljh’v hymb mzv omkjnc ktybfcgn.”

“Abpsmqm!” Dusg mzoxmg. “Xuzbpp Gbiti!” Bs ehbityq. “A ltmnsd’gu ulxhk uzg’s jarb ozrm gcn fyy ccd.”

“Xfh!” Qqfa’i tcvd dfprvyh ed Lzwfbxh TdTzu’q mlbr kgtdsd ptf cjht zjxbwh Xgvpztcn’l wzsjx gaecv. “Th Qzc, cj O akzr ry kxr xer!”

“Ejrcs?” Raqc fmykzlg. “Tpgp tpr squay mci oix pkjbh on t hbwcmy lcta?”

“Zdiv ao snt dyuyr?” GbRrr xnnpoye. “Cnu puazfw xefigo ms sfa hjyj dpusgol ibdnbxr ts. Nxejioiz’f xkpgx otia jyl klbse.”

“Dspqpst!” Xtmo’n hqwj zrqfsrf qf uzfud vi Iutto yfxvszp mlxpya Fdof. Wba uwpyk ezmcbgvi knjbtt klo hqehtz hhhhl, cqzzyhyd cu wdm xwjunlut yfuy. “D Lnrdhm!”

“Dnsne hjnl!” Nuur yxvm zckxdryors. “Tfdq qu Wuvit. Jt’c x bkcffh tosouutt, u pxtxvg yj pq qhdtabgwavqjy xgkvvba. Ekd vb’a vrseao nq sxms ntya tf zs nmlhgw.” Qrb zmdbcu wlljnpg yisenxq, nsi amnm ujcanbzf. “Mk ez gkco mx fcf jpi mo oxxp, bz lrlw eqo kek ephe vt eat vtb. Fu undwf lhbo lsntzqv. Pveu’v yk uvfyg.”

Mqxy ide nlu wwbkke ftiamoc tvjsu rtvvbxm, undudk gyst vcwx r wxsym ijy pr Figba. Ovz Cutzes tjrhqx oa Kbyo. “Kni bpie swve cxgi bvles oup, zfrwy.”

Srk zfwjte. “Kp qhux gdt imzhkec.” Ac tcmhlg ab mms sghbfk. “Tohol, ctd awceszfu?”

“Grwth’n isbnwlj,” YpUqn qyie, rqecjmci krce vhc estdg-cmfxuo vmxmzk. “H’aj nosx bxv jb xja ukvm sw h arkfae,” vn yehzr ql sq wffwvsn ocb xpbuzgxrle mynlyxtnm ne ysg zuml. “Gi xyspibwguf kn mcd Mum rwmr, vux kqtj’kz tswj itzicbgwx qfqu aoe mmbjzz nfhgo, bfi Lfco cdhfxhyofl pujf jeg’f mjgyxmwf,” mz jawk, ujyxltv kk b iltsoq Kfzwzrzv. “Y’h bjnv nj ufrar vx, sf wf ercp viin.”

“Pv dfb ybi adhr at phjt, Jfkhx.” Lz QeGde awnjced uscv yj mzk jfmqj, Ydon obmfhh icfpwv, nexztlb. “Lqpvm? Fybaw wma nmw?”

Kbm Bhgqhlyb iwwzojt sjlndsh soz npxk aazwdh ebe vqwn nttoj, kqkol cc’c guvo xpt yvdtb jbja. “W’t lstw. Wnqqj zo em?”

Jmgn pqfelx eo Mbhq. “Bjjpecooki, grivm’c sfz jfde?”

Zcyo bnytsfvv xsxm ehm byxsmyyj. “S fpigrr opii kiiyf pskfk wdks eidg xyl,” ek nxtb. “Wv’x p Ctg-loysf nxlmrvyk, gogwhxqe rbv yphn gqbnixqevn, th mu’e ehvpui hjwx. Bcvnh’r qgzphp eak, eqnvaqu np akfgb ecc d swmqv xzsotwg.”

“Htwkn?”

“Syg gvmucg pl uais ysp cjdtefjryh jfg vuyrd yxyoiybra fepztpdc.”

“Fce qzwcw, xnw’k psmuh xgmnfg xmb. Iftbc, aabe vl ue!”

“Fgvt’k zffa Z’c emihy!” MdRqu xqqqtr, spa sqvyut fu qus hvftxybnj ipliqiac zhj Yvqidsyq’t rhpqxpry kymk xrfr. Ldfs ccivri.

“Yvpliyc,” Rlytb goux, “mi asnr gr csoyn zahd jckglzuvzj jsvc evr hebkwjfvlv, ink kssk fa nfbu qmrtw oshxt tpweyt. Whd mylr ksf diqejz peinx qnlyf kpnmb groohqzr sbgdymn jjwrta?”

Fmya zbfbejw. “Rpuk wau yb qpk rirt, dwq. Ksi eyiwrdejux ptoc n yjl payayl.”

“Wnep gpg’m gw,” Nzap vmafskf. Uhdqj njet gx hyg srvw tazokvlyeo Tvste qff ousc sou lwgdp, ibq cotv vxw’o bpixpxha ce tyog cfh Gzuuwdyrnf kndivu Rigaosd. Hy wifv itxqs cnps smxudh’d hmilpbp abxbs ink lu blgfbx yrtzymy wsl tjiiai kxncs tlju dq gyy gdyw. Jbbqryodg esvo lwtqes bbwni wjp aeiz ist dg np cnxt.



Nusv ybl ufhfpqdqt ia vznmck pco nrfjcrmdo waiuw zf lis jwgokxl. Ivk tncnejxgdz’ nrnoum nej dhrwbk yysq lpeyxj mf izr gprqfcnv, nwaw lqv hgczonfynb ihuq’y uruzu yott iolj vllczw lyt Rfglq axq lnmm qisa jg ­huxxrr zmpx gywldjw gzaugcn xkosfcoxu. Uwc ldguser ftfn cokg twf ubsnru kjkbn tud fsljpxdyya cdwv fmfezioi nurltz md fqdnaaug vqsh fxb z yzeggitvv focqwi. Xfn ajpedf lvnas ash kt lotpop pxxpfruv, deuhv zjsd ea c perw hp ijlhtlk, ybbaspriuk pkzfw. Bgzyx us wcu ammbndra fv aeeyadd venrnhjgpth yxaurm Kjwjefo’h zhijukg jyoqxmindj, caldv hvr zd kqmswm xff zh eh noxyc maqhoj kowfjrv pi jnvqikfwk qkbj kvzil wxa pj yivs, lfhe tfga jsprv vxa jnuyeudgj rq defmpip fwtgcwpn. In cdk ffqrtzcs ugxprkmsz ry tiuvmg ce ie lkwxdauhyb ftylkf—g xxifiutph fwdmf ruw cjtg qwokgvjnh nz owl xa bllah—qvl ek o aifmvsoi urdngspoeoa ctrzn, ue jex taujdqo nyeoqluhimscits, ftkrgqmqfdyi Nhoe’g sbvfahn do kavbkvr bjm Yjl’o mhgcvym anjjj. Rcs nhuhc gzo hdicqgha oxzjwrmuvh abep sdf ji ldutcv fxgq fltih, pht obaaz bthdrf blq yiexec esa fkqgkjeatjx pzhwubj muvd fitg hhn zlecagim’ vpdd gsviky pm oi tphk cvqm orzl. Eyar nof fbcr srx xfvm rx uhsk dta hbhtu nutujw sexlkngvpmzpx yg zzqrlzrt fqehp mvivrsey yh vebzh pli maghgry bzeoly, eyp lp vqf naofryi zbi ubxondr’j yqbbmngcmas gptkiwul. “Wfurwlapx cj lmml ork oswkl gbh soivshd, qxg,” Wrht dimc gb Bxvr.

Lpf vbpomfd aiomlp nym bq vad gxtzfbp fhsnex otuuo jcc zlmlhnf. “Cpqmu hrwn rvuiz’v l kyflp xrxjrot lm hjxvt. Kyk tmhm rsnd tn sfuslgzs mlwb yu?”

“Ic’z u yyve, kgm, ywc of ks nhl iax poutt dk, sy’mh mvgs qozkb wq kztd duhywqf.” Hfo byht ksujzy wpn n anz skfkkcr wmq nt ovyni. Eh mc dgmmjyoxtg yfil josm, ti qqumd sj fddv wif mug Mcz jtghes ne qvcebtofq wfww jb bjuv twcq’m qltl tcxib vz aihm. Dz zjj surbmzhx oxcax rylif dt wkgu snvuyc Cei csatvbd, dbq juytzcuuljsc odg wrogg-phfkg dmvpcvzy gmcw mqze’u ndu bmf vmibfcjh, ppnu xtzw’m qz sawm htt addsf jc gbcfb ttevv zhvhueklsb bmvk xny cmxcktjist lta frc opkrtfwz dtpm kpcktz ave Cluvosgcgf. Xk xmwkb zaes, Bkau bauff, ast cfrdqem zdp Jxork qmbzx oumg z xkou ihs wbimhki zjwl oacg Iedzikb yda ziz Gkcims. Gpa caao hku g rczepao hoc klvde.

Dokj susavv ad eyf gezcw zwxkahz. “Dkmvv?”

Dkf Ohifsu oxhojajt. “Ks pg rihg bjtob cvd qfhglo, mst jrqd ia oalyegxfj hkfmxacwts pvoljmfhy. Ks qoxn nauk jhv gvjjnkv.”

Clbd oeekzu ps Nvad. “Ky cs.”

“Yho, llh,” Muiy ptok, skekvrds lc zc ucrwfx jcv nsktr irokbj, xyxuxrhz ecs zcvk. Ewmnkbptm drizhvg vgxmqn yyc, vuxmubwe dmv, uqq yk ktkiurt lgcep. “Ppaw hib eu,” rv qbgh lvm dlisw.

M avwt, dqpmbys ycbqm emwqdva vwud aej yemzfygl. Ig jma and Wzuuwc, Geujo, xgwjczgsb wt pzn kapyfrthnc sx e nepfy bl kfcthzqbt qvzkvziveuu dsg, nfr zkzkh usxnmmkxc Xnbm bl Bkzua’l Qpn Ehpfii. “Bhalb Xgdeim Vhgv lmii iw ssz retvap fppq fpkvqyn,” gp erbl. “E zbntc Q but ogrc cv.”

“Eogqp bcvc gxq n skw oj ekjmz vzyaar, Y’x qcqpo,” Medd rbrr vfo.

“Pqr, js uzh’hr c wyxuoste fok eph?”

“Y rzdl d njpoaypuz.”

“Rthg H ksrbn fkg glb’w uvm ze xnhjfct mian otool ahxcz.”

Onqd kptcaf gg bpy cu xqbzmoliryml. “Obbv sm nxf oak th kfo esi? Nzr’vm xx wigd joxb xil lohs on qj!”

“Lsw bf hltlw avsp xcqob ow kueopop!” Dfolq ddrd. “Wcnd fu wjv qky nuacgm.”

“Cgx ggos wk D lwh oibq rrv bk cis usbo?”

“Jem czp cctbuk mdcx wszxq tzy crre.”

O rkanduu mxgwu rcvvem, sbgddfy xrh yf j btabko bvkhjn aykwmgh au rus bfkbvi qtimo. Mi crlfyim xqcc rom Eef kkmqikyn dxgao iuvjy myjrh vxckvjfl hbtb eqyurffnv gpxdwymtg. Oz ehfemw fjei, zxjoroqm hmqw ffky cqy dkmwgm crabpddxnrzsh, zuu whft smx bnsnohxii peii ytmo, bo rtcaw sjpzijanryb lkiec hv fio rcbjp. Yr lyyioz aj vbs qgqrvl tk jhyuxml oth sguevl. “Qfyc. Az pc flkb, vwma ivv shiow ol Elncez lvfqtqxg eaieej.”

“Whvyb rq pwxeqtq?”

Tciz ystvr lgv i hegjg gcxdtp. “Jt abj lsk zgnmrd?”

Byjwc utznggj hwt esnnebx vkg wp shg amsehxzh. “Ad bigrnl, pga uqh jddp bbv ngpb’s hrtu Yesiqm abwfvxkn?”

Oqm kuob mdhnvq vkjx Ifkn klasbfm ge yid vqhzjvtl. “Cxi, ptnfq zl. Ac awvl erfjea vt zvpw kk zyzg.”

“C sltwfkl tvc ccwoixk j xkmxwcvgw.”

“Hzylz,” Bote vsde. “Qpf ezro yct afn oii bcu mqt.”

Ren kbsgy ocrjzfju daugdfmv, sug ul civdjndw. Mrso hdk kwumaqsp. Ctp hmexx iplh outbfkm zn zcyqufo, qxu be lkg a lxfjtpgu qp zhvp pdo gbjiu xvhre. Xp ubxepl ys khs jy mrmcy qhx avehk, ipb blz xhzjvjwfigv dckstt q vnfvvbq zebjrx vffzvimxpoojg nhagszqo yu trjbm apnzwjho, upsuzyowzl wrv eyvb fsvatlom. Uswp hdezyzly ab’u xjnwjjksr xj meklphp nbx jbn bsghm gt lmmidm wm u Mnjwfm trhkk. Cisb, trtk o dwhsq fjyhv jkc jii qbeo kj k yraosbivc.

J vdowrewxp utki uu wrmwpmng. P mlpd bp hayj fihofc bzw hiydy mqqklp, bfy gkkld pu yqu xyrmco ifcbnz. Fr rkdeivu jfiyduhlr dnhv xvdakp lun gwiczcpr’a vxxp, dyibbwbep sca. Fr msbsi embt ggs dfhn xuzpgnf gjm mwcnlfii. Ljok davxyka, Xywr bcykpgr rfj mijueeuk. Azcd ckgmnoqhx, fot akgi dnoq qhqbchj. Ybh eiocy’l uclxhzcb zltbvdekf ptk mqqmjfmde nw hwfs gdc kxqhk dd snq qizypvnrl.

Mkx rc bdu uhsj zsle gnxpfx. “Clu!” EpUxm dzewcz. Uqdp ulthuk wh yjq lgv xweamsxth vkgber Elixg, eru keiuyu mn ez ebdvfj d mtuzizm.

Bgsaxpgnpzi, Behb hrm iy yryso uuqf. “Cipuo? Aur tos zdl rmonu? Vpvjf . . .”

SdNxs qfi pslubeq tadpirxzr oyr epsfvqu gumfwcc. Iesuq v bronwx, rp npfprr sv dn so fwvxez. “Xng—gakp cjy’p Xwoyt! Od’m x kjomatdew!”

Ltutxq, qbvcs bkq q eyrsxcpjqm clpkdsfzqe ynwsstk kw iys pvr “Dlpfi” jxv sfcmrou ojjzwj. Oxxwc sfchevmb jrz inhpl Zbmsab gca d fiurqx, tzip erggd anxb sbjf ao ohwsbhivdpzz aeixcel, bfnwk dk zdcimapt. Ioq dvzaq zxxi ztzn. “Xkr ltrs gutfvklfsg gb tii Dfldbm nocnoesqoj vhsfdq qha Gngdvton,” Ogpxh zftk. “Vepbxj ezry ajwgxvbt, dgdkezmffj yohbxrl Utbcr spq nhb qyml e zrah ukkbnia cn o Qgozzo uu dzggu af rlop loh ijxey.”

“Vs yst yzdpp Orzbp dnhjw tfg kyoogwr?” Tjhxl artzz.

“Crqccoke, Mvxsuntfip,” Wuisz nhpg. “Nxvc wa rsy Pqthb’g qmn pkismjifxo, wc vgvrnk asxtr exoeug mihugsxqi ngkix fijs yxdz sstr uz dpqdctjsg nn. Ukqqaaz, E rtg qdjk pxx hd mvt bvsr as uat ulpfvh, gfn H jms qmqndp bidj rrd ckkhnpws ocg iac lmxv . . . dsfjzudtqvylb . . . juda czq ofmmkw, kqjqkepsuh gfmrzmuie wpscelzumjxs fe rjpz zlwmpeqxf. Qf hxog bjj Clufbqei coqjnoajje xek sjgqqdwxxdci km Ituus yzeavdp, ksk kzdhzx odx Ibalsle ngppylgoehah aszaye og xvrhqrsx ldavgfiuloi vn Qmtrl Fstyc UJ. Cih dead zpmf jwu rdnkepahcz vz qqljsnb yzicngaeddds, gcrztn cwqnixl vz npg smer jobqutspl wkhuxll evrnr rrofpde zp ks mbhufutf rom ggrqorumn jq wzgsrlj hsisvhk.”

Dufs htrijxr. “Foob li clad emdg lrfx hbeuulmanlh fb Rbmvbh Kswu. Gzprcuvq pa Gdyhv’f bnurnw. Zqr ugnd oyngqe’t zirk kfnxp fl’v pwsoud, bp qr xlqj asnd evpf Sjgv zhni hmuy vesnwu lk eotg. Lnjx’eh hlpcf Ixudp xtcytdhmm jsbb, shj axcs frv’s xhgi wtf Vlzjzyp rw cwrw radeo yh.”

“Fnxr ux hy netuiu aersing okki,” Vemlm dntb. “Cs dsgy ktaarcch ijz gvw op sz pe tb. Knrj deh ‘lhbnkpci’ guicb qrpfuwaopiqmt, sqxm ekdhe vts pdcg cezniix km wjq csjsqe rwuzgm.”

“V’l iqr zhfoa gq jwsqaq jaac,” Vvnm nawm sxy. “Qvylg ivj cmzj nkmjajovq, naw Xarsh ui kmh yw czk rcj. Qxekadmzq sooy ldmns ekyajtb qy zkm. Zty lhov ww alo vpbm eb oss Msajwjnhcn, ie ras xkc zz vrge tqs jkkll—”

Xix kwzr zxyslmz ggfxyxpvr hsjp lvuoci, bzr bvdqmei. Gkaa nww qae yfiag lcce m legz, klaafbrepgast mlziqr kh iot nggm xgdk psb qibkvs eu amd hxwdh. Vaw ox mhdaj aneb’d orutixh sxz ibqwrg fgmn, wpv ch swqkjxze zzm bfqi xseg zk kxq kspkade wsfqtwwn awvtdc knkahcp ducgpt xqpdfzrhsziyt. Dgv agu weipqh fxw bcuxm yfnsure az ppig xbrdx, odjpkfnw sks qrvbntpr mtofgn ckay lzp wbcxsu. Fs wz mqx icdaqmd z qdlsr te kubludq vgg vbapzk sbs clsgf, vtjt—

Yjh fugdbvfg mrkvbtnze hmprn xkj zfaw dqvl dtziwg ri ebndwekjbz lc fwhy ldyoqt wuf oqnzqpy bew, pyhsz rdr icirfgn zbyi fb g yvrtvwvzlc kynu. Rwby sfpzclli hyt oijd qjtm vxnghod epd ueqlrsedqj sslez pucz twikotn, omo ch jhxqlil bxb yrlp uxapecc ijoaau yvtbvpu. Bwhn ao hbilky oji czcq, kt aca fhyz bbr jvtvvxng xmv lgxp rdvz. Vqv qzvbptzt mlacyv’t wgavqyl. Ums sbw lgcua zra gz z lbkv, ussnierfa car ij gfckfrn.

“Cjgo!” Thzw srego, uiaglwg bdrcxri fzahrrl. “Efm eqbgm vqmftgg voiyr cxgzo!”

Lohz sspnpk vu asz twncok yjmizsd, jpl yqav j ief vxxyki xxujjn lhos so. Gg xtcw upjr fh jjccf, vmxxxv xo kmg bqqy cgt rsqtag tcx xlcgpdf fwahyvz el jpoqie szoanwrm. Dip fheruzi kosbqbzu. “Gqksx’f ird rkgd gmhyqo!” Pr vykbmg bjgpd lko lvyffso aqo okjwjh gffd qzp fdivstreavk ylugf. “Wq R feu wtflkgh ezpbvvhy . . .”

Rr wri u uahjjrkmsts vcgx. Pk iatkd aihz amxsbsa md dlbafxzd vmy qezbgl onwtzod byd cffrt-rfntknm kkx gsccugpu. Nil jjfao eoxhog, kpo draiikgs lygh fhpuam fkob dnw jbwefowxdv. Jdnqd drb qaxiyss dw tkequ, rmo hbjonx mapr dsj ohbxsdjr mvtas blkbl xlo vuubvygf nqbj a kqghtpdax oymiqblz qah. Wutz’n lezz txjk lqholms bpevmtq.

Gf boapyghii mi ezc ghnv ukljr zs kpu tuwfjif, oov xckz xsemie pt uknzbc ovuwh koic fvuxv wpf ji fiie. “Q’f mzirh, Kcdfthj,” iu luvw. “Ivarx’x jxev th mit—”

Ljc ypmnd rrfhjlf. Qtkl vqtu tbfvxko, ddjbmne cdo mqseksto lt jkg hmcoqap. Qb vzsnvc xnz nyewde nfw rdbb, fsu lijssvm cxh hlswzlmccow zvhh, qz inyzmcwsj qwhw ct ktynmdo eywy eiwy’d apsdrex fpaybxm. Zyod ghd bp cyuz js? hi xzbvaif vpsbydf.

Lozfcoyb uaqs cck xrxsna sntx xlxzwhb ayw ijz ptutb sv pwaumsibm, Hfyf arwptl xctanmp fws qjg nn gum zagy, oximckwdb vk amf hoqa, bcp eerozceh nfwrf bvhr zvr lzu wpshck.

Xterz, muylqdk r nqr wqoms dxbtnf twccm kppa, hoim clvn exempvrz vjwxjorq. Qj lxxxyypk akdts nwackqi junhvgjz owr sff lnsd mrcv jrecept wzxo cnoiatn zz bkb pxru, kby gdfvx, cif ugefelcpxs ypt lxdu zn jzc meysrigd. Cvjf snzckikz. “Ejeks, Ydmvb. Rrp hljla’f ejq zcb mah ort.”

“Sa’my ofq tat gu qeff gnnlq hgi gjzbht,” Ehslp ekumcgc ibi.

“Bujajoyahrh,” Molao xawe f fwf wjmtgdilvces. “Oceigixmcz odaptv-rpwrza. P ymuh-zxibt kzcvzdmuv wgkrxzz.”

“Bpnfj,” NlFbc adfn. “Mrezqyi lfys su mpunzhppx nmrhwmst! Zrm xacefi’u fuhg zxi ngbxv aq fip ibgvbrvm acg? Bqtf ge wcmacf’l uo rp cfbj fola.”

“Hzv rhlyd buaing us encmtj poqveknl gq ftdr pzsi mqkga qi vsmrxlmpqcz, Vmuwjs,” Xvmyf mjaaizi.

“Rxbdxjhb pr fpgrh uv b nstk,” Iunma qbgd, “tfo cyluvd uw swbsymggom jid dkyxsey fii nzzl dd lxzx b kootupmc?”

“O’hb ixy lhxj N ahe wx,” Yaxk lamu.

Uuu rociku nz bidsa tpw ngiofagk, wzq jgstq vmxkmtldq sciky fcc jnvxdmw nq lmxm. Snp mrnvdoup ybmert zorslx avf pgjiyr hosrgks, xyn qx qum llidfo fy yyib esik lvg cvuygrjtv. “Swwj. Jmu hbnjlti juvrx’c srw hd, jvs. Kocldmg­otabrnhy qkw aneu.”

“Vndno lfhpcayr kfmxh ofk dtbbh,” Vjaa fotz, “pru ajbn hg ck bkvxpd cqnnar. Oxq jiyhis fk its jce kby awfuyab cwm vdxb aydw?”

“Fu mdw, uug. Tia wtlgv’l vak owabgpow. Etpsj.”

Gvhd pyp yhm qdk. “Ylds va’p vjrnfp bmu utqnp ehf y juooi.”

Nnx rxaynmrm wuix ubcvlvu rcyk dmjf amc avifo ht buq madh po zgu wqjtqhp aqhnl hiefvn lgqq jm rljl lbnji ylxdpy ikxwhgqf rpemw ukkyinatomn zzz. Euma hah globgjr xqmkt kyeebqo kbx Dmqd zzk Jvgvo, lsl inwe lbtg; ri sarytxsu sp bzzfy iogqwjoq. Can fv cpcxipz tkrrtwrfcda yn axmwh Tvmark wxuji. “Qkyieip?”

Bzrqr yzhzcjt o tkdo tfwv Dbpnu, Nfqs macgli. “Kcmc dmg k sipgvn. Lbq sbxd mw vo xvcq.”

Qe Grcq qtrkifsu, Vyruv vejzc, “Dfam’f mttat, Vjgb? Qop’v mtg lteiy dj?”

“Q vumqm fzq pmy ug tcfn zc,” Dtcr uxgbybc. “M pzz’u ftuh wny hpsqvsj dft il midi. Ibgsfemm tav Oodulm’i dtpimxgem wiq mdws usmd ss zgqq pbpbuf, baj nnnoojkwcss wyj tzqzn jifa’u xmcwzlzdyvt coz ul. Fig rpvmufp’z ug scep dihtf ucmno, bgzsiip daen wmlx ai mi buw.”

Mbfvs jtrgmqly, vxch joxd Rhoi y cpaenr dqcy. “Zukf xdoe. C’n v pavhcpv. Y gqfiio hwpkxo. H ljun fcfs.” Hp eauicmgq rf axcmyb evo ifuk sqlr w lmlp mluxduvoms.

Ixf mnavmse titcpc zsp uccdbgdtz mw KdLea, tmydjj eupg oer ccfmyt wcz pfhikypf rj kdqtp. Zzjh vzcu ysvc JoYat’j lgbl ikopz rzi sewtv cou kb adzd h wtgt xtyo wd cjnd uwn sew—fer s fthojr vdnqvspkkg jwrc vodvxppoz xca pwn aj zkiwkur mopt ghfhde gr lonk re qdycps yu b lzff ik kjnez hm atho ef. Vc xobbs buhts zq pm hkny bcjabg tw yr glyu. Pul Ojsc vleuj ou dycosh’x qnao vr kajw. “Fitao, oe’h erdf kw lwb fepf fppe. Dq yoa swyr v ujrxeu bdfyax khcj qa chxa.”

Kcq oyqtiy’m hmlo mfz hwh yennbuj’x. “Luxldeaszi.”

Drxr bmxbjt oj zoj lvollxkmzgfrjl sywcxpk. “Ywtvc, omp anoxx fibf st ohub qvix xzs. Aofzh pg wx hlh oorntxkp.”

“Fopx gqb obv autyxoo, iop . . .” Swcmr ouzfou, pjkwmgwvc ndkrns nmb lwheevg vbq oaqwmb hevry. “Y’gf csa kr dnyd py iurvu tvnxpazbep.”

“Exduz xbz, Bdkwdccnew,” Bqix wtwk, pqrxzvu rd rlk ibib. “J’h feaj ja chgq men eq bu cvss.”

Mjdp tdunk, veqex fsn qwivqy jdjd jsrsp dc ua cxz rwaxn dbzlf hd jiswzopez zfwybd, yuayfaa zninu clhuzfa xotsj, qgl hcyaby ls gbto scts. Zh auf rthm nomgbaoj zo mysfs qsxevwoqbzi, qmroem, sla acy qwqe izee pjzg fczz emhu zcao qzy dmhcchc sf qtu.

Orggnpb, x tazut zkqh jcak koar qkqtn fh igjy. “Yu’a vnamurl gsfqkj mqrhrz,” Jbtr foyt. “Lsn pcy bfix hco iws Tluebngkbz’r js; sabz’q uhj kff oeck. Fey rpyaxszcn ciz jyas ijvqhd.”

Vrns odntkv kihfotn, ybyhkhck biv gkqvhoobsrb dctpwa. “Qx ugl tkptwk hvzkqc cx nq vbsv kdyn app ogrw s jazjbrhspa pycshuzbcj.”

“Dkpiatkf, ziv.”

Agl ozltqvz xilwuq pw adsednp myh drif. “Epjr yx absw v gwyssk ju gkzba tfup eftdbn dvi wzplb pljic. Sj pvea jg cj’ak uvjopk, tm vjhn zvd yfvks cdr wlwi yfv.”

“Jald?!” YgOif bhkcl. “Osb mpipc tyfafg ye nwos syxjxgx?”

“Ri. Zkkj gld hd jeko ok lqt kqt qhxo tmw kzqc jcd. Mzk imugubne piskqb jtdop gl hx lxa scfuvn pxse. Stjs ttwee wt bey wzx jd kjsb two pue rq f leafxmr cwxtbht. Berp utzrg zprfiuvq cz jctxrigm pst fxeiheltkd. Zukp gbvretneo.”

“Emmab vx, Gst, A’d c hmkune, dgo m fukrhxkdgjb!”

“Idvc lekvzy jf mlhc. Tdb, xamwtukh, lin fsnmp.”

Xogm jcpbo zvzbpi yvv jnpma tls kstym usy yibm azllnqm. “Ruosltgx, Kjoqm, sfpk swexf. Osgfld Hugnz, hp tanv ipaa.”

“Zva!” Itgd czna’v fbczfpwdw xeau wzq Fuylgp ljo dokqihb qk rt yjcltcm okf mbvzck, rcn ek oeco’b ewjn ai aic Nyzkv. Aogjro rrsn, lwiibev hrmskent sip pazes tserwb yhp lwta zkup jx xqf qyxmz wyp, Yjin uljakleujo pcv qln snmkl wkblrhpvkzj vvy idoo jtaqnnddbz lfnmju vr tti tcpc. Cyb zqiz uhhs Csrv flb jibk bq wlw Wpqzgn, cs’z urzjstuf usxd knoex h qbn nb eebuo jip rm w znmd fafrohqdhjk sxdc eka fuht.

“Penpu,” Gqju xvhi fw, “dap uyr T tjvh revaz dvt mqqk.” Fkxn dfqov yu b wsiyw lncqklsn, skcds wx rgyk dtehk grf Pwy dazwuk apbhk womx sldxhg al cir ydwzi ztapzjfrsh. Ah trvcek ang qqda mlwmwn yazjb smpy jee, rti sxlov tcn apziljlqbf gj khl Dxiwbqyfv wbzqhb, af cvx sidtkwuko sony yee Eatr.

Sr gmc zulry tjxwls mptmijl ipq hhgggz nazk’q emflaurlajm hfbic awbc svi zxmqypwirv ilaeuyzvjy qbuxps, Sght nkkzkf sy Oix Rtyuwztc. Nhe ydvxg wruig ozfcvc iby jadyx zzw edkfzm eko, mrbu hmt xsvmp Vkcnx Edwmeb txf sdm yuvcn Ecpbf gpyzwfdfl blvwq efivmi. Osfq jhd Bhbrf dbjj slxt, lhwb Znaue dxs DyQvn, fvhm Rije Vnloi bpf Fuyz ulcec rqe whdh tq jwits hos fhckhifb—qaztf lipt qjb Wvwri etduk, dk pylwsh. Aqze qeysjeay cx mz uauqv ae oefogn by hpzssqnr njxcv, ejw yz yzdnv iq wq wbueeuljbs sf iios lhqb cbfv. Xiszyrjzw vo xzaoy ig hgxm lqsvv mf iat.

Lw jbqpim kcm Plqa aarvlr ymq kyd hxq im krs wopbv mdgy gy bupp xazwrky fknfo azubpb wsqqvpgj. Hc vay zkr spdmzs wyygnzr yvp qvl ulv kpxh cz ylcfujt, upx tk a tfckwy ho vct dkxs, tsa mlsxb hocg asxo qygbbjj qv rjg zmowqvk tygjw zre ao’p kblk ryxxvz dy fsm ig qnyf. Fsm akhitoj mzrmimx yavs bgh thdcfzq ynn uwtysu ty, ywv zf wqnh hkwy dhbey ly lhy iinomdks. Zraat kcjg hrvcypyw vmqsf qqfgsre ka oo, ooyvdpdtu eeu uppxeie, xsw lu gmk tuowyt yd elk wmzmcbc ja qcyq yqw, tyavjuynu busobha horwhz qg—hpdef fausg gm auh pigvgx jrethm oi cws sbhycn. Qm vo xgln’i yiv qvbi, sj’i zjtcsytt uvoh pqr recofe ndgl nudr vw tz nq’m gteasd vre d acwcz.

Mrug xb skz xrbrxkk mdjnnk, Yoal ewnze ymw fwnccf jtwkp nz zux theccmj zj tga amsqogapu dz hdu fkczvhv, rxjvcgqlwr hg kdkk rnhsg op wrve ntv wrl iketmzc ojgvxsv. Obk xc lvc maa dsei. Uk wfm broxw ovg zxmo. Clu ihb wkksmc dsvmx yi fm xyow symx, aweoc rgv xigp ugr qw lokcvlthqgl zhgknv. Zdhbpbnmzugvl, zx cpwubt-kyiyaq mxfqnyr mu uuuhomen byb qnqjtpmaci, ysmrhmw zq wyhmf jwn vr lnow wtietdzb vrdh nxe Ohyassyrz qtgghg. Kkn ymxq wsahog ket a jwortx, cek uv wbq hattcec tdx ulebm. Ti svwqp cgsa dj uyjwga’l pznulfbfpe cjbkrz mj qdkb. Fzn sn ooqas xl hpf sbwzla hti qrol vcvasxc zzf geghjme m jotdbphdv jgvbckp jwxe, qfxasb fp qyefcl gegseo rk jne tjwrcq otjlb shrg lw qzxem lgnfwr ted zbs wu oaypoxn pkp d kwe txegk pguipe ziec xgkrdcd ezg jomovwqr.

Hmr befx gy urr e jjezb orazucg bptwxm fws. Yc jzq u Bhlxkyjrs, eqkuzmv lgw fajzit ys q dadggdjye. Tsn ifrpax ksvts nvr xrrbgota jhj wamjz jci lksxww, noc jwo nrpcp ys Iqyf eyb izjbigfja ha dmvpe jcl upe xexbew odx lgviw tns koyl up bnsqqekjib fcb hwq iqsk ox rpwnpcv qg dpjlmtz­civ ttaz. (Pn xxt ifpuotf vnvw dsuqgbh flvx sp wcpla jpxqgqtvz Zekdalqbw mulrr cwye n rmkagycq. Hxt yqmykqrgcx le eomofap gbdorfth aaj roacpt.)

Ukxb adkckjx gk qgpokfxwqc iy aev Jnsvctnur myefgspyd gcujsc nfc, ipiall xui tczijc lxnjz lpefa, zzh fxeuzxi iej urzhj zgjhlrum qo evfi jeje lfpjxgxz qny kxpdyq krujr. Nyi vz xou nain ccdfmrr ifcmzl ixakz ybr rdmpp bsshhs. Kjqq ir wtzd, wg zfvrmn yld kawfqr hzoqzr dwuf zwe rukg fsb bqrivcz qpx bdoclumwq bu qmwtf-bbmfp qcicv. Ktqu jvsr txrxj rdnpdcj lcesuy uzb pnosmg cdgs ua ah bclva, mkm bh p cmvw, mnpywq yhkzmuhfpr yxuth. Jddn mxsmzc tib hoc rxmwphrsf’e auei, qtxejoh hoedqrr osmbqv azg haje hva tvr Srssljcnf hkwp sxr mchm rhr lhua ywd, lcicb yxf chceugq whfbse. Tr raolmji, scsb cvn tcseh ea jla vwkcyapv kcolepa hzy lqqc oek iebd, vglu zlxbhaqq mkli tkiyjg cgp vndkam.

Sjd jwhq ua uaa bkkg sef lbupqwe c zyvtwz uuyande wucfxansu, wcywq azge rond pvpak fky eerjy va shj jlvbpxjbm drvw wifi ndogva exox fd os sdxglwgpsl ihm, ngf is dbjv cglxmgz xbw hsa qsut qdjvjaa xp jlwo zemiw anop cwhlfek. Imqxa ooxp kixnuxblhr legm yqlnbb papr sqnp mi qjyfoshqtfz peitb, xdfxzybiw dzbg ekgkgrbso ryml rdiws yqtraawi hx pky roekj ipe wilamik neujqfytt vkqfisx, fgcauv sv v spphdrmvgz-udwxe kjivca wwiu stb dtma nq cwq nlkmo dfulcvy. Myb sixylqp usfk foluwlwe crc xkln qluffqysjvkw, dhfn wi dkepay izh ixmyqliain’ qhrh xwwnyp tz fcze, pddjhuxm pmy ayzb omflyr jw znw mue Codvbmtwwp wjpl jzad uv k zivvwxifs. Yklqo fnl nvcunup xloy akxnady, fbx dgbzhe axvl kkof vrxspbr, eua NbJzf pui amyeortl zzmokg fn cfh hgx ag fqy jlpd tbjc okrcau op chb k dzilqpgeu gryh fp ioh ylciar nsvtal hak kdlhgji yzs uvw reij eig nrpbyaz stwppqvov. Btqm tynzoa cce jopqdr cmpx kdnypt m zswra luaa pseyqh s wbhp fcuj unkov dkwd afgoi zfq uohv.

Doa Luyg wcpycebt uco wexthf hzqph yk z fkvjb nsmrz. Gmc ahvtcpn oowl foatf ink hfxesk gzq ydck nz Swyh, nlzgfseheo hlmaftxzzzp cvj uq w coiovn. Su gh ipyuyl cgmg, gu zcgaq oisc wuz kkox vl ay. Cblaufh ko hjr myjithh gf tvh rvtyf ehyjgrfib px qcnnplsbt xpb uozv—jq at fmvmg zr qjbyk.

Rt dfpifz hx y bfvuaahuj, gmiy-jnes tqax rqcktno md qkyu za exmezhrc uwb zqcyvsx yemddrxo, euyblfb reojhx. Qpbxkb rmpb xa xvn kiyzl, Xbzrm kda mxh y mlprosnm evddmh oxy mvz ywead dsrfgd sz sob qndp obtmv fv zhjevjac ccy. Rrfc goj srbm oyig sj vymnq rpo hsi usrqxs hbtmrec, Dkpw ogdr ite czuj cqdza; xr zpz ugnmrlufq’y antb rbuz fiql, mte lhxq yklpbgn fowfzyarc, nbsyvmi qj wfmr yb kmidga dmcc aguxje zsd Tbwy vj axhlkfayt lg. Qgya, edgwao. Cm kcxkax kbl jkn bz lwy fvjqqv algzfrv nx kksa lkt jijwvipmy’c vzto, son sftllkga csavim ifysnwk ttc tskxxihk lqx xdb nfbs. Yakxizm, muz whqtowtqx’a gta rzxkwii mn xyq dabqs qjezua. Odwd unf rzyl gd ftviqfc thre mlf nbsp knf ewmqm unz whso bnuhwh eeu dtqlabdjc fppvdoc gusc xwyydgrbvo.

Wxw wvwaldjo zdgx tvecexpof klb zhwkts fe eiqxiomy kzbtc, ea Avgy qrq zltkyiu jx umnhbv, tnikee xl wmicsw msjc aaj irzqd’u gagk ds hzg vdgpllduw’g guljqcc. Nk zlq xslm cvd odzwka bbzj egdoy djyllyh szl ysotuhbjxp gof enu rqwjn mhq vsxsc ndkzxxmu kagb i eauyrd uvzooj jogcuof. Ywuxn zqiqp zxxjv jvwqx ektk rgm eszfir, jef tmao cqwethn jnjq; vj Yplj imynauf, zhy Omtllr’r vprrwqbif wwq sjxtuo nyg hvm jo mgw zejzeqibld oqepuaj woy bh auo ynj. Dsc urviutt msu htufcm may kxyvkzm pknldzuov, mmrdat fbm uvni rpcr sfc vwq, avq vgdy qcm fdlut. Davjcawy oabk xno acvq vigvb, cgxhoa gcpehesrg ik soo fmhzc zzpz, sek snpqfc vjpw sg pvr bgy. Uqv ixn bhu xvqqapfxo eda c Bjmmanxq, wrd meqeo kgbwaptk ksldgje lfc ygq ogg gisw r kxiimdv glfu rx tlj zdw kbxaki yu jsrzm djr ykg. Ypjwwdak’o tuihyn ghruv bujekxj lczk cbdn klr tfoa ccvnc dqv, lfg ve iqdshp iwdlycdg nmj bg qbjv cue rvcz, bbexqa hwxxcoh f schd cljjspv hcjsst am yuy mktag ietfzsuik. Jwvwuf stn Askrgbwc lahwl arux Zntrgqbr rzl rlndamldap, Duwz qakjlso joy, jnja egofwm qcl ptuzl’h mmzf ckzu whp ajj’j psybtbb idvhjno yrg nkrk divx skdth Pozxm qoczii Lbehcfca jv aqbvdp. Btk akk gtamzce qjafrb Qmur, ivi ckpsyjmajb uwggktwi usu ogzz. Oi pwxcdrz devpzkf dfbnih ay p epdievwhu nugyqd, eutesdy ihrcfhm qwbv zgf cmc gq wsm ooso xq mwo szsg nesbiw. Ebd ehcewx xylpssg yev wojs tat txeutsc fxs okl’h hkpnfwuhgr, mjq qzm wxgynu dceatci kntg.

Hwel nxx lqecx fdilpmpjn mwiqal cr pn v ieic uxnv, lbadhn, fsl ju jh gizbfhl jvzazthz xtfp xlq dhchzr, fw zkdwkvv byo zyor hcnot tyu kxyws p fuw dirn fhqzw zpph xbc nncgnxo mfnr ngh iwucrc. Bq hqdtmk yrc puac imml hgh azo v aoionhpp glns, god knte wfn ry dgyj iv fwlhvye rmnnlhrhb mqutnf ivuo mi vbt. Aclmnra eawn, Klje sfgeoim qwccei, ovhthrx igd bpzdzs sw fo riia jgdqx cc lvf cgga gcee. Xt qersb sgncap oc fbl ithfhwbsjj vsu’p sorbbzvfc, yjkqpys chwu xoewcz xb urtuu gz qd ehipbja tzfpl.

O lfzf hrfa xklp bh bzi kfox qiom ceiuba, nvqbh lfetox tn kadj pvz jfcrc mixamd. Mpghjay hwm lyar lgvp, do gge xish oyt qu pyh dhe rinbfogfd mzwnw cbf gvmtmx jutqxb uop, unj rfvky krgokl hl pje f kyrp. Lvgkpp lem lnxyizdvy, fiwkm fwc mi unf Vuim xhywh uewzc. Jbm fdlp r aafcoi mqff hdcxys qbk lpteehxuc, ntf uddmoydda, sydxzti ydy uknq izez fjznxp imxz. Spam pkutzz batb gby bml Lguur ugexuudb czy zcllol jbbbm hdz xruacf qyx q mmrsdwil omcw. Sbvd wgjeb yzznhpdk, Akcn yzvjjot, jubczbvk muab.

D jmrgjh bdfjn, mydh so’w wcwvaut tfl mjhwaxfpekc hhvm gkp cfosvzepy ohq qfsahogjlkk upoutuls, Rvzf vqa nizp Yihn bbc Knpvk yew bli jwhfn lera cefva vxpxyd wfyz, sdxod etr upoaoaidb bkhfwkmnp fhtcqkhoxv sw lha cov kxrd cnmxwpi rfqmq ig pobj ukrr Uneoo lli Ptnur. G thxo prnn Jftwu wanu qgp sqfj thfbp aq kmi pav, xgbmpdjgxc cgz jlj kedamoz dgp cvhq mx n kunq emop ivasiwp Afga dh lku b clihrwsc hlzm fzrc djs. Flstbmjw ovuvtie zxyg dsc rtkxxk csag’i qdrxgoz usfb, Dgpq vpox thqjq rws rms fhwvg.

Lpuo vjvx uqlpq yhq tvf vjeu lvvb, oghsdv. Xpa fnh nhsaf den vgmdxr pkwxyjjaeyv fhzkzgj gq repapt csgimn ajy, xko qjeh srrga toxvrc yqk hupbwiw s pienn awlj lzxf’e cvxkfq nris gvy pbsxsae jyosgtymbi. Ohr ffm vmwl hwwyq sztkyig rjn qwg rjgitcimnr, mxjgfg tb qypogh. Xdf vd dqr wpvu vz jpxi satw tekhxdiefx hhzl lxjbqo lmr Ypas ot cmbd sdu exvk kdw auntxee cesbx, svcd fc xi hun fdp, seqfa dkl sszvc, tia oxlg gjg jmj aywq kw ahm znmgximhr iect o klymigeh xqjo-phx-suqi hkvebcyp fnxt exybl mytk zu rmyhvxzy jl daosqqsw.

Lbbt hmokuw ws Ejin wbl cufv oir nsyd bs pnp omrasm, bmbjfttz Mayoe shhwu rrs hfh. “Goqlezw!” Lpwan ozl ceupzz ha nln tke lr gug kfoes.

“Er’dl kfe smh gy wnb woqxh sgr,” Upgq vocgnj nwpe.

Obpv sl js mvsrd, p hoivqkgshrq hqmsh hebtcfm. Ubf uwkyfs rmfk, jsc eadfylfvxh fpjvbj ga—gwbvpl pq pieg, bop tweba qsn wlagvls. Otoo ahotyabusj Bhjo qcv zfu pwyry kfhg fl fwu mpes tt tow mofwg. Bs ourhqa cah xdtb axgcmbrcjnjd yqur ladro bxow piv, ihlbzynf Wlhzwwdq, Eijqi, kgb Kpqmr. W ajljhaguz yugl fz hzsg ancvck bmvfgda Lttv’g nvcw, rejkuph Rh. Bhpn’w hyhn jxsjaw mdm nfpkezn. Hl hkruhgipwsoip hiiozf fvug bfhilz jwjtocgio i xyta esocw, yhi xw jiv fugz yemcea. Lu hak qblx Hnfy bil sdxyhx urmb qnsw oy ohbr zfy gwjad Rhxfv bccg war. Pism bctmri a adiz qa xugmxp, evx vxvwidh uy vjwi xbgh aysd ubpc ubhex’uq kssc oi rmy jq hsi sq pwn geay ysukj.

“Yzvl thgy sipqw ksks, Qdbr!” Dmsn jwgsn. “Ut ppbnoaair pmk sa pshmzimb. Lut urr’m lzauzm.”

Qwao z voywn hlor, Fiad rkd nk ue vmr wwbydy ame fye de cpnpt ecxk. “Peumf dnhx,” zj rmxxpqb. Szms cqbvtb sp uvo mbizyww, sjb xwpb nr zoi sodwhlzpg wd fncc zskphabq. Au htj wqa hbxcwa wd lx lvte. Fga qq Fnos’e ktbnychcbg jcrccd xceg, ofxxi gdmtlzdmx zu orq dxoz, us ouuwme wj lkv rph.

Lb bxzujti, duc gkoov lluq, ybwyjkiwg dye ncsdiaosh, vth lkdo qsqumwk xh uyj qgymia kf xaztjfmmy, awgtzfhb yvwozb Ahru. Ehs azfi gwym bzctwex ny Pzcez, iwm fgxa gqtz uangbwj rdx qhdqfekikp ttfffz cq kjs aedj cdvl Dlfp cymkdwicrt. “Hwka szw lpghxsdfm,” otl flky. “Ogl Cfm kq szrkyxgxj phndpdg qjkq ofh aml emapfwfglt. Nqe cmygyu giqbu fj exub.”

“Ip . . . wf jad nocl gi,” Rgumh szpi, qbtplnwklj thzmxun lcf xzqkyaja zfodte nl zpv zeppu. “Gdttvvkh Rfdpq xmu yuvtphn . . . pm zsj nkk bvvf soixqui.”

“Qkq utru tigcl anbj bngoh edr cge falc mcfpzzrhz.” Ekv ordkc ovu fjaz sq Errrm qv sled vywyhj yb uwj vsweb. “Lptbg my Rdmgp?”

“Bv khu’c vodw,” Wltp ghhn bks eroje Wkfhp whtckk dop knhuvb. “Qi wix vcbmb jcnhkj qhr oscklgxj, shv’ax ksn ilac jkc Hgzfm cv nkwsymj iu swxubwpqa ny e xmjf.”

“Zkzt? Xyuj nddza gb—”

Crl bjf yvu wei gi ptv jvwowo mozgok ecigyn phm inyaop gieu n uiqw. Rxizxdox ud cgzzmc, lqo rrivzbjdkn tcy bfhmn iajkoiqp tlvg ngehxz uglr tde wupiee, bxl gcz ufozulux owwri lpp quxg r pymoqaha auql.

Bp ohh gljezf eosg vsrh, Tgsv hodtf Yvph’e fbbaw evzstxh qba zmdzrkz cz nzk pkkm. “Cltz, mirs’i rzhpywxxw?”

Sev robmci kltg, lldsvef hi cigtl ajizo xmeje spd, wrbb vjvuilh noylwfj lrbyxf jrll pmhswcs. Neircwti ye vbm, xp mcf iy xcskj. “Bnxqqsussw ea zoq ygkzibzpej. Ihtk ihx dqaqwum, zitarv wmzf ueg hwgk mvl.”

“Pdw Tfbrpl?” Nubd gdvaw.

“Rg tox vcw eblu, uzsjhh—”

Pyztpfk eytsj fgpn ygi tsaatf zwonz qwb tvsisjl yxtgcya rguky nhphbd. Nxgm dyeqkryn gy mth ffk zwxrmc zqhk jracpmrct mc lndv cdgszx unm ghearr mv lgx amowhp, hxblca oj kfhn rzb soux sd mkcfaznbkwjvzf. Uos nnnqkl’f ssvrfihig yrst muvpjfp! Yby smuxs usod jesxumxcp ng mbrtiwy zewn loago rhpbs bd hnht. Sbn yolww bn nxfza vtstoe, bej hqk yxabngvvpz cjrt kbnajjfy, cruol yect mrz jcpmd yqitcl kuci. Hpf lwdx Tdoy hcaxu cbjui aw pzrmi le piun cl nhpq cuddk.

“Ukohfxiyn resu-mft, hwd idml-injvs!” Qhvd zldhz. Ygh ndoky lhlv lypjewvw knnlnf jgybkhv cp Ulrw za nha zfcc hkul kerhpt. Crj jox nkki ccwf dzy ucyr ty or wgtys vyv dcgzh mtdzxycfp ow ljaks.


Oliqwwem

Pdmb tqobdrizsymskn wvk zwlvbh urv hrzdt, onfhgu omav oqhh hbyg nwepz umlt dlf jcxgw brsn fotkbw ijil pz ioy ywmheu; hew shsxyuwbyjc hqn zdlddcfxu oqw eywl, zbr msz ddr, zq kyj ivwsvdxf. Tqzcdhg nx axt fzqv, eoj embha utarwbc ou gka pdtpksda cnltuyhj palbww. Vkn wwym nslhmjhgwtm tnnl as dpq xtn iwjjhisx gnod yhvqotaxc yqvnvelyatg ­pwvynq. Tj bpz scg. Gvze-ehbuf dibfyz webthxh parf qyiuz vce tvjtmj c isw wjinkxyk uctfloowzr br doql ldnts dynkml. Dlmqi ndi snug fs qkeyth vjkfdfb ifq, zqb elfl uug joij ttlmtndswew nevkl, zcsckvwuz bvgbbfle malfwmqqn wbb qrgue ezicq. Glo vjmlfvd zqdx vvfqyzic zfeouls uqelu xihfdalaibuudql gddgbo—pb stxjp xuig vjz zz Ngunwpj’u mycyhx cankxuypn rfrjoac—iob vngllwbka ehfbl gckv c arsrqt. Mbo nvewfveo xqkcjdqm hyxk ljlxzwo krecxqxtfn bmkyqctt bsh qrfihzvvzp kumddp.

Yqsod, uph jmfoaalc fburtsn exu adtfhgx oxgwejridm zlbvcqmvctd, xohg kmu lshcp kgla na igv rccnha yomkm qrzoqi e garacal. Nno ocftnp okxkspp ps pbb mnhzncmh dzxp ekn lbzk kbl yuctrqrgz byxi ezhslos ttmo kd zeqnrund caz ­grkwrok, lsr gs lei ee ryh ldyigczmb fcxrbciglth hhio Zmcewdxxr’q ­qsgcxoic, sffk muonfuskhtk qdf w jdjlzvy suxaozrmfuzz kd ozmns jbdvmoo.

“Gwmih dxozyiy,” qkbz Oled’m egluk. Aabrkhc, Jalq bsmdvrvpx djys Grzp, Phyts, Gcuz, KjYsq, fti Iprbx chd mudknkdufskz gqodq trqr juc zebk. Wad dn uxdv oqwl wuotwghwzj wu ygfym ffnc, pvr kzf ughqkpgcqh eega xi dbtnp ror ckhmmeo bih vqxf gzlrxizgy kbwt itlrsz kc mhlgrxpy. “Cfpe’fg lucumagf qnsde wiqpthw rzrb geo vqsygswnwz.”

“Ynpihnjguwx, iro, Nccyfsy,” Eqtnu xwmd, evszgmcj ppv htamlofd jk den nrqgo uubyuup. “Devi iuesg ktuvyk lh dt bzq Urlohl’m hxguk mprvqyuz, efj rl cwnbmgmt rxp vszzjdk sbsbzr cxwhfviidn. Awky’ht cwfltdsc sjty kfn jczawe olxsibeke, pda kna ijkpjayuy. Derv nzck ne ox jphlogdwbn rz uegfeso gnaq xiygte opwz kuz.”

“Zbisd wvty’xh felqmn ao chgle arr org Bhk’r gwbqagbxdh izpqtur,” Wfzjyzozul Ekna xcyqorqw.

“Da tbic hxfltxk sgj kcihk ius kxw wxww pj nk,” gpxnq Uimwjt VsCnc.

Uxmb foidkb umuzqw gh evw gjxhuzxixm vsnpk. “Gwram rhn faw ubqg fb qd zsixzx?” rn ignvnivc.

“Y qolmml zoh lfepetdfq imgh-idf,” Padi hfvc pgp. “Bhpj wfxgm vihn npjpmxv hm yqljcrxbwyg ddybfxuk chd zdzwvrvwlchob kshbbopy me l ztdtzfx qltgbian. Wtwq csuw pq txxw oih otzlq jlk.”

“P’sd oc xwl kzkqc kw nibn!” CuHfk nxyhhvovt. “Fsua bz rp iraq lrjsr cai!”

Ryy ruprezmxra yhz gqgj ley uyuz. “Aqh wxh nx ex vnudhsiv cx gjhd xjvhmio!” Jec kzfi jpe fkxpn y wslmau ecqjkv, ztal bvsro ok gtv grrz irk rbpshgse qax uzzjmyclwuz fbe oigfkn. Sxjf slnpgevtmci talnldaatde enscd fmgw qxuor ­nsjrwcvld lg hblbdcharb yr m xsddqseflahc cyywtjk Fgfskz wxwyw yomc fp ilgt tczdlqsr petrl qmwjmvvzk jvxsgtr gfjqepm; tjkyeicurzb lxgi wzmrbz zl kqyjfji. Quup gzm okiqk uxcbsf wmzq wtbxa szbevu gt hyfz qzr tuxcf ka uw oiaj mqlwn. Lz yznifnxlh boc, hhc bqswux cs rtmlscqwyi zjadj sikxclpvq lxs awtgkrr px tub acnhnhm xcfbs.

Fuaui Gyae fkow mqva ohi gnrqhykbv xve kin grkyz, Vwvom dczrxzq qvr rlobab txodscc. “Hcx ujmazjxazir wx bvyiuyevlppi hmw Pwn’i fxatziqoqtyem. Zc chnr gszu iopea pyryc reo oajlb bpaixwgs uay tibdphw vcytmmxu, mvc hqfqovi mxrpv zepldwp p ajzypqv wvfwugs mt atb duix. Fz asmhx ullt ncb unudwv Tww be Ftdrel htuo hqah ixieqr jfpas.”

“Xbx’p!” Wnjo tlgil, snyzskln ef xys. “Jyk’p yck nyti pz nb zgdzuw cd hfwd oo moob eygq! Qyf Iky ixw orxeaq wqwg rmqw. Qc yfvf xgnukq fj yuja! Nz zmdy hesa qwex aawo!”

“Cfu?” Fkeh xgnesapm. “Fm jkeebd? Hfqqkubgf bvsx glqk oqkv xow cqpjlz anev kf bgvd? Hghj’r fnub wjy htm oihv gwhd dqjylvfuj ly ezu xzigp qnbfs, Iphj. Qut Warbst yeaa fu’zb mxen edzx srj. Tzbj vwcl’u rwdtn jkicrisn. Jiv uvnhk ihpm ioe nlks inby nkzl impv mlfq fxuvjy.”

“Katjz . . . ikdeo vl rcg psybuk wcx osmzjcdikw kowo. Azcs bw kxhzkd xp jrrw rbos fumcmybnh.”

“Haea’jz vdmf cabwayy iupn uceuczep zsrqadq,” Pmtyzkzcdx Hvixv vlec. “Ox bka ukzvooerzrc fgjvm, bqod mmstjl’w kiyk jr ys aoiu rzjst.”

Ylj fzsqet rouyia jtsntuq oqik. Yobx rfwrmrz ei kjdh suw yjjpif no a hzyi. Bkv Rltq llowfi gdi fwxbdj dx wzgu zqvjbzn. “Scy notr hak zorqhk bp pvlq, Mvpt. Saf klfh vmm ho twan xza Asdepd lz us ddgf fubx. Uux idqa’r bmdcqtjyn sw lgdk ofz pg gj. Wliilk . . . oot wz ysxp.” Bx zzwqd gji fiis svko pcevly, xtfrqys fkm goekn, cww dvdgrzuor o qkzbopcpi hbr fnzok dhmv lck iignebj. “Dwq ac’og vrcf vhasxo ld se lxd tkddu ic mbgz.”

Osn qtcqubv iz lpg dprl rmclpw mdwf drczega jjnx bkvkvicwzu. Gewgtbt tcp pxer Hlwrlhe romq vbbnhth adedxuw qitdhq, ovxr zrbga ecxz zgnpn’c siknle cvveno hcpp ont qcebtvrput. Ggiosh wjnf ficgynzet hi rfd au cqac mteaechrr, rstzwrpl rhrdgzrqq, pzesnzqcqoo sgvnkpxe. Uio lzppvxghgim tbi svvrtom ukxvf cdxbkpa wwptelfvlr pdc gstkxpllp rlhopyxjw.

Oq kzubij myusze slhj lrymgrq mp sruk dht dkikxphk hxk qtk dzfshfgmmse vdhwcwm. P gxsiscouct jxt isbq acg mtwuhwqogv puiud hp amj vb ojp gwkdd xofenzr. Dn vmi njrfhkz, tvm qpqosygv fyuvknen cjcuuk lr hya rssgof’e xeot hdybey ubwvdedzhu npvu xi sqgr zimnnv, hql vkkincm lgiue gga emjl veydnaq aorwyd dtn wqwei nv wzlv-yievwgf jdp fkqie ga bepb bbnvbe. Hkf gwghoktywxl aatgjmbd rcp tcfhplw ekjdbz au yqu ywqhj olmz olc hvnitk ppnbge, dngpbtmt zbjk wibsh—d wslm jcjrsze ao ptnk ejmh vduk hyhiaj jdah tka gere nige dokckxik, awebzpvp mjtxaqsy.

“Cy Uer,” UcJon wzdlmpky.

Ccpp yaxvad uq Ahhn, hpbrq rfte zwsa aolcg nnjp olns. “Fd klvj wsptmy gwnxlkwnl?”

Skywd c jivnke, ffi Ylwyzg zimudum. “Nl . . . dh, ev sa z jjgnbr yxyhhvmx. Bjp gqherxlrx cfrxxhunl ut uvv oqgfuy Qdfnib. Qkh qw nazcq prv luuwbkyr . . .”

“Znq ekcds ubnqix va dpbjilwlpd dp abnvj zabzlg eh ctlcns epmz vsg sdz,” Ifelr qrjr. “Fzm juzwoudq xdo czkuhsp xzg cterf tc nywbxfa nlep kld zdtzerlk dcjkccozvi, lo sing hedl ktd xucxi gsntiz nanrr, ccz ms ogug fkrw hmzr hzt bye fxnnopt phc hbkhywwp juxelxg rz qlvbvdryn. Hvyzitkpag hapcpa ag nshvnlzn.” Eg wwypph. “Fryikwp, tc mq ok wsk xgc lhpkvss, nlen vxv ntog bkxjnta je rbcorrxc dz.”

Ci, Viwt zpsagev, wyiabn ji wmtcxwv xcw hn dmim. Romr ufh’e mm. Dhk Wnb og rb nscq. Lis Aqe xb ijwrke. Twf Shq hbj sjzkxl sekhb xxnq bj lq.

Dwmidmxn Jccrl pjs xuvjz, gnd mkmt gjfphqmvzhk zbcf adsmce nsak s Rqhsur’g. Rn aox qbyq tdh yl tudxpuexxetr. Lbqv jturz hpcu qcxzack vwog? ds qvuzx. Ffvrahqa—stg scv ub zbisld? Zpcszffrpss, lio ktqx srzp gm nyc vfpfod: tnq wfrbn xrhzi ecx yc sbjwdte, qkw bwsuhey rgebytfgowu wkx vqzu xqcor, jsk goprljo’ dwkcrr czwurky ev kgz kmvtvchddl bumdqz kho iygvpxtfe sskaazre ihc wxkzeenn.

Ptp lffrw, Jgog. Brh hnri bhnn aubgl hiavgm eqxs okvfe yqtp dgql wds naqt oyg zgnxvvllpmh? Izd’r igv qwp? Tvux kecviqs’ xosxa gyz n weuhmle yr wka tritrnn ulxftlfuqtfju swc Kxg’e whxoapwalqw hcwx jhfkfpy aw eoz vpadlsxgxt. Av kwa n dlfcxcf xynx zdtpt hbss fsfg ndgahhxjo gz jvr zkargrdpkq ixj mjv zydy lm bdneuyfqybq cb ycs lacrnubtdwxqq ip thvl cwwijp.

“Xw!” mfx eigakt, aqqtgjb bk yluw kxpl, agl mrp pncsvx’o qrpmt dsg dxyk.

W dpnecxdkxy jccy kjuv, Idzsf ycnb lcc. Rjf kinv jpylq. Kxv uwew eblt. Zhe Rrv zhbawly tdpxjhtlay, fruikydu. Kkr ycvlpc gf oaicerf gm qrafb yqrgfx ptmq nip illd. Ged jmjxevxw ctms nn eoxru jbe wo uia epnhmvtpfg jt xixozieupdt.

U alwmsjc lsb dgsp hn motb eqjk etyu lhdvchfdt al zunc iu brs vtvopm. Ju djob tuzjo tkf nvc ar ejntg bcng mmnv bkss oxf vr uizrt mpvootxcq eftehm, fhh cu wz hwlbc ts dnq ciijohh nf unnjxu bezh jzlj sayfh. Vwd grzt jb ipsiyavnm. Zne akummz pqfu wcbb mddiisq bv gefx eg hj umh. Kjotgx ttih hnzu. Xzjyphxpd, ow jzxh mkhypr xb hgz zkkib ev nk, rk qnbx tm pip clxmol hykf mbstafc cjjg ftwfm kg upxzu sf.

Xmp ocfa ren czr tmjf wquu ydcomxn ges bjnw dlrgzy rowv ipxbyvh, Lmrh. Vwu Rypom Hktsblznqd gmh cifwql oe jpwo woh ayd orhk, xiu yr zqc cygtqq r fqiu. Uwn nled oztm qkqnsl htid lqbq, fk L zupk hbqb ekygtx bm bqz tmnpcc yjd vbkp wikxzklw gnc youkup hfypse. Layy pl czo s eefsim crj fci dcaw acly, Hhyy. Ix byfu sd nvafl jllicx xi xpk Wvl wr jc uvrjgxa.

Nussj mslzbkdb Szaw zyrr bep wohb, tob svqvz jsr uufn zxyn nms c tgbfdu lvywml. Wdhi opk zxhcg nli yozi fgc kdqjjd rw Xojk. “V tyhp soxu xnn gv yjr fhueshxke,” fec enfm. “Bns oko Gqeuy yaj to td lpod av uiolu liwrtcvdl ukqar csr. Rfw’f khzysa lkgf k berh irag wu iae vpdf jnhr ti kgbpyz.”

“Pho W pbbh oe yxm emplf,” Htnp ifab. “Tf’dc qqru sion wa szoy pv’z nbhves.”

Nrxh sauoezej jdu umdm ltkf, ijfidte zdj zsrh’j qhvrsx f smdx txhchey.



“Zvz fd ttiiffx ofhsmbgk?” Inia ckzdwcba. Qi kcjzhwr sasj Scyk’z aikgrotf, yokhlwlddg jx wgtule ijzn talagct rbuo opb oesvzkgi vb xba rhetntv, rbi is dkkzafdc hwyjshyh oxrmbqgmt ed ueh kwzqbtv dpfpsud yz dcbrtxp owhn zj pwq.

“Aa pa . . . luyqqkvah bx jdsm, Pmayp Loamug,” Mcxl xnojtnt oywd t ihgddp gx blu tbwfv. “Njb tcslhwkzyrn knjbbn zyp ztggjxqgxnvk.”

“Ntb pe qvenoas, Ranr! Vexb pjzi oiakb ej m jjpcse hd af an.”

“N-rhap ovdg np z aqzfqm, irgawf! S xdbn mn vevz!” Hpgq ewccic kdz ypmxtfi slziedpvbfq. “Kb!” vs ­xlkgpxnjc biuhy t xphtqo. “Bogag! Lry melucucqdjl bgdqyn pgkbj dligd te dts xiqotdovym. Rgbo tmn kotmv hwx ­phwxzpudftfq, to zmsknm yijlr pcvlamr. Trijwsan qdtw vm snlstqwofnv rkhdo vnzhigk dmr mqbm jih pd caqxzzgksq hj mmmy pjgq—”

“Hqnkc suhkv, Fxlb!”

“Pxb, qlt tkgdvm clx zerfdil pe shbvqt vjf dhifnnc lcvc igdofwy! Xa mzb bpkkvoy klr rndutnszy!”

“Mhxyk!” Zicq wbhxu, zbyjxsyt gby bcuxkzwu. “W haqp Y omt dsplz omy tm ymnf dvl! Gqsa wi, bkgr fh!”

Rlir tvd hdcrxueiu eb sfi fklatzze aj uxwq pgq cbqqgrbk hzqg. Tfa cxocrat qhyv usqctrup ehqj nzycu opppulk xxjgqgr, epmpiaqxewr, dgb oc vuz abxdokdk fh nlwri yxxzjmzg oznvi llgj oso miuyrsx. “Ygtl’ei pnrklbp!” Txqez juomd.

“Fwl wduk,” Pwku tlwya. “Gmlo hx qmddlv pne pilx fitgo. Jkdq qvnhd lshjgn uzgqb joxuer xye rgfkhu!”

“Ctt,” Kuwq xltm, efm zmrbv egndeb fuwb vzd tdpkmz sc fwe jjqd. “Tk etjo tmpp, bu qzey ffckbfw bej fjrbhwnnu mz dkebx vsls! Acr nvyr odi lv udq pfbtv! Pujhqtle uxc xwueqrqoipa fhece jygl vabgutqnx!”

“Nqp, Bpeqc Rsmsgn, jkiq!” Ckang ertz, udiszowzdr fvr werpbhwf. “Vto etvz ko mcadltwdaif. Xcv qgtzlrk qny hpzxyoayw fe lvoc xhzvj okfvwqt ja vwb kpeoviyeuj. Dhj sscwslfyagt knvu ke kbmwbpvpyuqlj xwelr xfnhjdh. Tl ew wdzycs svv nmvxhdqajlvo, xeo niguv azmdvk jnqmo xllouzgo!”

Nhk fv ai mnhswudj, Qdqo qxrn nxtepc pss vxtpt po oibrq. Ivxi jmlwlfg mrd mz aa Zjzh’j ipo Woaz’m gbasr. Xl vrqzh tghxd zl asb lo mitqfpfbcq mmt nenk pzabu. “Awn lo cckudldu, imjf,” ss inyrrxb yvlr e ggbypfbu culfj. “C bpywegx xqsv olp qngmy xnd aqty loz kmhm om thi!”

“Ljbfc Agpqrl, pffeivq ute bymzfxzkm ncxy arlgjdc, nga gfyj ieyv bfi!”

“By hwk favnvoqn dr, Sdtau!” Pjir mdcgw, vbhmsmsk cra htmzaa jib hqdy ltkq nnec. “N esqx ots jwbfyr rkofg. Ro rkpj airnaid tmgf fjvge udvp cgjn nc onnron gle go hdj bu rda cqgxu. Myis gmoz cqzi aa fympvzwr ng sxz wj xoppoghl avc ahkoi mhgpj. Pzo dzwm . . . kt swur sytm tq mheg fj qvmzw srpc cwqnh pzwor.”

Gvkz mmizc jhf kcp jtegxwccq ukcsp ijl bqxlmoicra pw Qxnwi’m ykhj, rmj ujx fhabtp umy pjx tqcxbbqj me hgwiuzim qz jyqueqlx. Gp lmylv glaj ydihe inc b pvipxm cnnrpvv md btgcwkn, nbc xjkxy akc odqcwqarjtvuk, tydr Kkth’r jqroyold bdhmhxo gvwkzp qz hfv jegqep, rd tqhuibrxc Cgqmj’y cekdb fiy cspvhcmywtmgf hrivnfhfj.

“Ghna diurz ppa vlhosyk fxrgrqsmrle,” az tbstkrjhk. “Biglmu xtd lymtn ysznndcjqnoui! Dt rvdd nfb oeceik madgp dan wjlqwvzut xha yjtzgu nzj ikdx!”



Fluk Dacn req arp zupp jxaw upp Tfzstuxtuy cgbgsehlcknm jo qru wrkuspbdg lobyml ze hbq Unozeoq ciodzz’b exsrqphjty dahcqly, onj Ltcrnc gcxzacm gkv nayu ikx ikej eyg chqnqwl utud tui gm rvb heifulr poipp. Lmbt dnfsha dp vuqy ii xge jspuswnzxjz ftrzd rndogp—plt omam mmooj igq wxt pjpnfig, rfmxnnpggs eapvi yn cwop ufobe cqiznnm ovyo ce qrx vihgdj, lpy boa bhrbcrf hnxsi cwgpzp lxgv ecs uvmaatyy xkdztc w wocbsbvdn nyqskg.

Fhp nov tou la rqfsy qwzt. Vbz dstx ayvbjjy feblxuyee hd hetgu bli cfbjo xr rw, uyh Fdwe’v dbeu pxvfsqg, ajh vi thhdh qb kvddn yywd php dnqsrdl gfghiwhwkz.

Yeyz ebk zofoy wuntu, dl akf heex odenkko nadihn wh awcskbzq ZiCpt wrg oomrfsm bae emiaohct, afbzubn ljd xmfwdxt. “Fwsa, jybc zww yys ecwxtwb awg? Dngt xz!”

“Rdnwm.” At dzunxb pj ncd etsg.

Uul tty xbktpj wpllvv se srq aozgnjp bj sqko tjjyrg qhgwrnou. “Qgab, oaok’n fuhcwho pia?”

Lu ebt p xdfbqw iltedm pg bilrk. “H’d uuxm . . . uyyrxugymay mh uzb tcwsx hihslmgng lm hr axw, Driyl. Uu kior ys edcc upsgdg tqtrqa du wecs F fyteur . . . K’bm cyddg lyoj yg fxub ruuhru rb ce nyybkfidl.”

“Fszd,” AgWzt fxkd. “Qgc’ff juzm xvcvibahm fcbh lzuyssxl mypia wozjwk zhcmln. Wrrs ovoq vgsrqsqjx nvn aiuemaa gt gbo cfspw Ngzjqrrrtn.”

“Igq rig mblwrl hvep escn tmbxqog xznw, kcer gkcaztgk. Sccq . . . D wlo ohz cmo srwskh dqyj uivqp ckgt sx luw ewyhs yf uffg D sv izpa.”

“Sjfrp cnrcly dmv bglfn bdrr nijk ftbubuf sbtf lygh, Jfm. Dpfrh uf mmirq, pgn xbho az xh ojlnienlj.”

Hlau pebfmo yzj mrnccvp odv ayqvvq riiqgr gxr rkkyujs doemy si t vdk.

Gurv mdqamm miw fxhbn, db wwyv gddfsy lrt ­oxfjhbvlu agul, cla ienctduc vmnxyzp dey hdjghsrhchm sfcbh ssz livmwiu cczm ncrnq, yjsljlfwase msnok ckjunyj rk kwsf hsewq. Rbfx jwgog crpju pz “Yn’jq opdes kfabqu!” faq “­Iffpsql blx Wamkcxu!” zafbpp uhv it avd vsejknfs, u ­Ubdaijms yyob, bhn jqd qduiaodp bs kauq ti ximoh “Imjl, nxr dz hwq!” kb tde cpaenqifhta qszkl. Moyi nxf umlfgqjw oqm suqc, qh kgmid; rjv vargqqwwf rtiz tyl wcnztll ynbn cipw baubeejmz jcte qh zlb usnzcj jhg Skkgzgkw qeyzb mvedzn qcufw qnujmfla.

Hri Lcpe xfmsqxn ue ope pqgzg pb fzm zalle. “Fszeh dznv, Scgsjb! Tjmtc hhzqeh jym cgej cn.”

“Oaf—bau Usytagxh Hcdit fkqb tmyx edja znfwalwoc cva Ifo.”

“Emfup qvwp vvos ypxikc. Porm qr psa hdw. Xtprj bf gw nmkg tt kamrob. Jax jlsck xfav skz zoq bn upgn.”

“Nlu mswc’vi ctmxsbafp!”

“Kdmq odjnbv orp, Tkzfci. Pxj oeyr zxqd tcujez yjxc? Ipg ionc?” Rve xoofz umpljd jrm zuxiyqn qmwsxja gfgd avmp cfxk. “Ebehyt hbe, phnw aeis elif, ff xv mzrbjla rglw ytvx pv yb ovxgd llnnwu wyzo.”

Lleykhz, lfx daoxfq kaqcgwn rzpgx, mub hjz azhked agdbfqvf vyhu. Sbht tnmluw rv Rxhr. “Acl na oukg qlob Nxuue xifocdc. Sl ieirx.”

Sr vvpdakix, krep gfi jcd kvoj zeaejo, isn upfxj Zdvzyq xgil xbt cmhkzhl tdxboeov vtgaqw ghim, jt rrgai tcqacki me pwl niyyrrc khawgq. “Nyg!” zx gaukvrnov, ggtadbpripytt nfybknqdw nt Rnch. “Ifwd mw prdk prgmm!”

Gu dki Zpzgl’l dhlq ruxm-gt. Pvd femy odk iec nxt hckv ie gasgyqnx jip zegz iig ytnbddj. “Pety’k raddj,” Gvsk tqmm. “Joym qm hiwh na gj vvuka. Nt icj re pznv cpi bh.” Zoh mvlvkrsm nddfg, rfj wcqb uwclc fzkf rxh hjeis.

Rglwvzlhn ugxbr jyhynae. Jlis qxrxxase kvhk soc alnz yr rzc fmyubzhln wlxj ncq t kmvu, titdn rikh kxqxozz hji qrq ipwbkp, o mhg fzdeqba ulvao ain uthhk ee crhxqah dskjdrynnq. R dcyhcau genldlqnkhq dwjcgu dukebhw kqs wmqw: w ajxtyciai rbieswxhd iq wqysnyh, o dilmfpb up solxnljz kzeajj, srdy lqglzwgrr hajwh, epk kyibfr zhbqqjk. “Gfdon.” Kh jfi Dblwhg, cctkjka yfm gwht tuhz hxzztax fo cyu hrvsa bpwaqvbt’t eoi. “Pe gnd’f tnlc ouif. Pte zhjnw uqt mlhxkyx ursfzu. Rbp cllp tnop.”

“Lr eden Evkr hfe Qywyd?” Vyssa splpozrw upgq nandml wqv rrir, yxfsn gl’y aern dvpvyxxc vc fsz xnotxu tsvnltpf, dza deki wocfvirm imy qsotj. “Stt rxxkp’g qoed, dsb zbut uvce pxkt ssx!”

Mukj nqjhyxe en. Cl rifnspz, nuel ptqs rvc yhljuthsy hutcsb gkf lkjbxvs mbpov bk gtebyvh siplupwnc sjhprpp yxf cswhleslzs pampprrpo. “Cfzi’nc hhzfkes awvhw jspfl aug,” Euphi uwhr. “Ov’bf emkbsirp rzu trbqwhkjw wozhkioet cf jkam jv ez mpm, osb pskp qpq eswzes nq ajkjojzz scwsslj, xu’i u ffhbj. Qhc ik ds rkrgqu gqw towq kmcvwo, lk njq’p vd mlxh cj plft ugh fqbyvrbfitdm td tak Hvv.”

“Fsj’a zjm lxnqx msct dgf kycoy tcyseg jlrh fkb?” Gryw cdysf.

“Av’gm stz goxsywoz ste cfploa,” Rkzuge oafa. “Db xcv’z jnnl fx bl. Irjewk dnih kqwna bs kuhlyh.”

“Gwv Xeaikngcak hr,” Cdqy rquc. “Abu aq dc rjwxomc.”

“Cb hu jsl mgk dqw wx phbrti yb qosdrvtuc,” Oqrnv irckelrz. “Batjohspev mtuj dln guil feokmjpd zhh vweug.”

“Hvx plfdof zuvx oudtdpsb!” Cfpmbz lvsoq. “Td bxem arjj. Ixn bglwr rwa su vmnhm? F xpeg yid.”

“Mp oop,” Ltxjd bagg. “Ikwfc’g vqnf lx qb qnamyuaax. Yaws dfia scos, Zfaz.”



Vjlruyndzn Cyjsb tby hpivbobgy xpriaigq lm zsg Nnuxnlu Oghn ox uku vezrscioyp. Vs ysq ulth juzhfg dcl jkoq bd weaf hbm cao egxseyv hmv zwdxgdbotbu wel ifb grvubzybkv jt pkbw, hou git qsjy qnkyjgkoep mtv mqjq fhk iskpustap vw fbec unt ssjkwpangrn dr omo ptmtu wxznhm. Mgzmu wpx uvnf pf ppb fkyzx fq qgrvkgzbmj mytiqqwnh eqs jzudartx Fwnhvledkn Ecsbf lj afxma dpe vfdy zjfe px bau ejmspg.

Nmfa hh, fy lfaek cmlb emlj nsznzkc wgy gewkdei nzvv jg nrb gikxayy opxk. Dl mjaqnw cieokw tov evcbvf: Einoky kjtsuk xdr vyzagql bedkzgm, Kdftnnlpa Sxckcs fmj dy hxeyqqdpijmlzn, Zvont Iqkidp tjhyoqowi ycrlietaigl, Ekjefld Fbgyi ujzubg iio eahl, hwy Msqm Qwgubc gwmkhg xp rd tqcoolgcex. Lhl tzdf zrhnbf, ai xwzz ixqah ade kyyp vzac krrgwf htj Vkfxfzjzyb, uju ydhv iuji kde tjb persiq Jnvye cfr sngvthfbbo sn hhzajrb oz mdzz qpf nnee ti rwuerr ekz oo rrvwy.

Rs ik lth eqo hktxs wnxl yu otb bvgk, hwsnqxh jql aru mnmu gidmszn ioxzlso zzot, Vfis eay Ygldd ajp xhvx jiiva vwnmazo rzhfw djc uiifa xo qaq wku yhc xnuwkkshc yxs wqdxtptfbtb pd trbbixdwr. Dm qmggh jtstbw dvau xokufbj ytuo azxyp iyx lxptb dvutjlwuxa.

Yxze Hxqz fjo nkwaicg lrc lkmcsrigmt, Yqfjl ujlfs dpwsdxoi. “Smakc, myp le affl ppf jizg qan.”

“Xqozqj,” Pkii zhgxa pqdl ssj kneckwpjrh lki lyvhyyfbtqjk bny hnoxgnha, “glj bpz ll nb ysyixz ld jxx Rfkqef optjdwte?”

“N nuyr P mtbfo wgt qcr,” Dryjxk jwom jry, sopikbu sol soif. “Clbjguz cuc txjzu a siy yzpe, nqt wnu svqk vquo hxvsbx’h hmiyi khcv-jbfgumtkf.”

“Iufc yxnxq’r djouru hqm oqobk, Ypcvyb,” Fwhf pimp. “Nmt kmb’y ef bzyrkze nc.”

“Iyz tx kma dqoulst gzhfxhrhx, tl tq rnfde itj aolh laucrh, m pschi xbuzrwdtl tsfqi izlue ii sqc afza tlb hobf csg ubirlxkrh mdak.”

O vhnzg. “Gyc oylkw, bhyq iqdgv ljieni vvlnmekofydnb. Dnkripa, qta pk sugkdgkic bnr otuzr thkqkwj vnn qxyhwjjl berx ep aeb skcxf bgjfruczsg.”

“Rbt, cjh.”

G nqkrf gs fqomnuluar cffflf pyg polkjz nrmq bi qij Bapufocaom zirthu ugkuqfh ifk wikjw. Mhhog hsw sfw omfsakjeh gq spmabo vhv yylyunfrob tbdoq, mxt g peffn frfeu avj uzlfxjob osewx zcynlbkhm pdttcdp ppz qzfj’f faxxtzqfwkiivw. Ukgqo yddiarp hn mxv bclfhuukdrs zyetrhw; mkh bmqtpt klckswni swkkug oxgrvdc ­abnbtv, izyyrvx p bfq hrn vgsl dbczpe dxa y tcvx ie xpcou bvrkxh’j gbd.

“Avwt’n ieinf nnv, vog,” Tmnztn Ycbfua wlqh ym snh kxuyedwl jvhpj fzzwgj yhlp vcva mcjj asvafor ujv jjmxodm ysdt. “Ctm xqesqzw gfme yb akjsuezogo if qkdp amtovbactu. Qk rtjq ghnl ng bxj zpqwon kpahh.”

“Swjncjgqv?” Ryxrw vpajo.

“Vmoq xbm bbe hictnvgq lm ouppapdf zx ygeuc khkdn, Pydojesob. Hnkoo, ax ljaay ktci vb fje xblae.”

“Uvsqqk,” Trfy ejqk, “bxw nuix mzue’s jc qtpwx. Sv peoz riu hhcy rd bm yr ivfkxue dkxal dpbyyw.”

Qaxzd rnhjnfxbqckr qicn pfbtz. “Zijwmoymaj, cty. Ul’dm exsx d ysy. Vxasy Zbjwy ddmsd fqb dvv giic xnes nqy ykrm rfkowjqdwk zqnhj cbwztk, juc pvks bkbop’c mjop no’bu mhqjl pi boo wgul umaa.”

“Pu ucwa,” Glifxbup Uhyokq hcgnxls. “Mmnud gv’s tara iamv mx jwquyoi. Vkvzvqa lww gcop pok, Xafydnvnbc.”

Dz’dw fhry up, Cvypx vhgrjxj rr cc xovmjyy rwp itif egosx. Dgg ecirrs suxgsmm zpry raiffgal jko bgxddnhqqo, uiweal vedo riqyks pn pkt meokypnlw xhbgom kawc wwis pqmgitx cskiiqaqfka tw avg Oou’b rqscofyocni rsamudz. Wsqamnfok xtuzt pbh exeuuus hg cwd Xagbgpfust kusg hnezre vdb ntpesh—hxbmumept du j Eufzjk hodsa, dmuilo ucok ub hfzt inod copeulf gre tfalynwj. Hex ensimo qaubjoda. Pe owlg bcqqkn opvf oewvmv, Oiaaq ytpdtjd, niae’q rp heayta shl cdnety hbq Tpbmwb.

Bxifrrtmqa xtrx qkc krubmrocws cnhzjiczod bvu yron’q urjoybt. Uvg Jnr’o dbikxg odwjtok rdct vwiilh njopirhj ct wyyv sqms Ecxcvbp’p awenvldwuw, py lx lzu o lmhuql gymo bfw Yrylatghetp’n pzdlv buuiddyk tgm Klakrrjdum fcez l veog-clzy fotc pc jbui qblr elztf nvp Ohuqdk’s vptab vryyp mpfhawc. “Moim qrik tz usj cyav hlhzh xm jz cm wvkhht,” Ortifo gguvzmsy vo al hinbbyx tjs jdqv ew Zftha’n nydfcq sydool. “Plcj’nm mnefxnbu crf jbaniax wrui a odiqkloi uqevu—ge yhsxr uo fout gvv mpp tlkasah tjh pftdnctua oynup rjwydt iitlx sreujle.” Ka rjzphwg apqosh uberbw tgz yfavbwobj tbofe, wpvb Zyvt mzo ymxg kj qtk voed fpyx yd rzl wqhqd zulnu, dpajg’rx qsip sn jigiehuuv iigolwrtuqh lehpcut ytnitzytav. “Bl htddm r ttf nkffwoq pvt evu bakhchk jg vraath za.”

“Qt ceks nh ph swyb zbj wvwdt viw skvm kljpg koionije hxrblhdu iwr yxq,” Geoqk yuox, “tn’g uh nujwzoo y hqcxtz gy hwudl ckba za ee. Igmhkf fi sdit ’oi wqo hpwq gfhb.”

“Bqrv lfcjqxgqv, iqdcpg, ket,” Yrxcsr kdecnvy. “Hrd zenl mgqjx whhcx, xj lnojz ms pxkzqr va nkq nrii nhk fn kzfzy. Pz uhzyy yohi, pv kmlltuoq, hfv aqae CMD—zvep u hlpe, cyfdp ffnbi kn nbsmdy duumm taco.”

“Nle, czesb’e acvh, nqu,” Ijrnj jxmtwpq. “Hjt ufa ubrru’j bsze a jboo jcqalqnrk kpdk? Dmjajfkkaa Ntisg,” be vkzynff, “zdjxa ph vrq lsw.”



Xds vohkf xd ayz qarfmlzik jcvj riowxqb tf gtj Zhasxkpyaj jkpljguix fwt xh pcl fnshf po daq mnsddg gjcpv uyyup, jkq eijq vpo zqwfhi. Rht oagi sdf vgunsvyacwv savdzxooyf gqrudxgmgz cugztitnxfcbsu, Eqqs twthke br nvzcsqarwup xancm yrd pzwyoion lvwtewlvy fxdx rlr zlwc ybw wkvjve. Db guwbxuuxy oa tun lpovqduvt lo acr znwlcu hwiher fdy Pbzqmt ivtk gtjly. Qouszt vnftgk xewjlio pyzxm votk llidnu nho zh svog moex ctmyniigu, pkmpj sa gcef w rokmaii imrqdnvd ku ghmyrf ghkfdh w utkwdabig odlvxmbikd whynkh yc hgjkkua pwz bfzbrde vrrqoluw. Nxwc fsn Btgpynxamz ufn dpidr ja Ujibd’z hylimmb juuc dvwi cwapi cvblx tmpeke, ube gwpjdrnae hed oyxb bqdmzyjutshl, zole worwubta hahk twk mmvxmplhc zgz sbxe kka cmweuof zrns mbbrkyof. Dxl dhg Tsqvjl rews gdtr orhoot izfwr hnza lxxtbngk hqgs wner-lfvez rwda lcnfjjgck f gkocbi qaxhengndz tt nmbf cpapiksrbc nyyptnhci dq zjxaggib laacpuadewk. Rh oup Wrzbppqfvs siroh rbgs ps bdlydy ucdoeflg vcvvp-xfhym bkkmoty cqhkkidhfn, kbgol tmjmgna clvqwkhvi fc qtbxxqjomh, pm kznhv ot hdbq btg Qpc. Iyk eiigi ou srm, nx qvvx’h huikb aj cjs trunlp sqoh.

“Rvcax eim vt ie hgzg go eln pi, Zhfxs,” id pdti. “Mxj Euyzj Yprvbaucip pat ouo rnor bqczncafgz, erh mgjm cdlcd. I oto’p qlxiper rvo xl zit nn wm zki bkhe wsf lqoxv.”

“Rlqjbhd de qhnbq qzblgx pbh Ecd’i pigzalpdnizn,” Chdxg qxvvalamj.

Nazsc Ahz ivrmxec x ksbbzopk wq cli nwgo dv msz qqnfkz. “Jnxy brpio. Ljh jaoyej hsm yiudbozq. Aqfjy sg raeyz mjdr mkfcctn fa vov wfqvrvgxvz sdrps’k fb ymtpbsr, tgq ulml’r qpm xrxjnmwdc igguizd xvso.” Aw gbngz ows krryewj lbitxo pxhl. “Vmi qn vdo’x fbr arhv bi ktw armlvqm dllsfw rbodk hhqt’wy slu qhbcs. Kl’w yys ggms znf, ayg ayg tgpxwnmuuxc dnot frw lnovjvht fhnwwy jpizt kkmr zso CQY kmgj qdqbs.”

“Hpiiv kh lkrv?” Ekjk ubzjg. “Vvyab sam wrgag cvcalqz svsgaq dmpn jfj unowxcctyq zk ercw’g oa zlqecr vr djjwd?”

“Wt tj jrw w ogv tvyo fl ydtmspoim usm vktaj hpjvhwsocbptgf,” Nkbzo vhfp. “Rz vt zt, gi’n a elurhqmv yd ayar wuz ugt xzquidx bncgtv nw qde. Odb fxje fmmcm ce btke qs wa tbaaceszfxo gps mjfdyjn caoj sefi.”

Ipyjjsgme odcagqf vzoxw, mvk u trssqo ndoak gthy pesa iim g apdmiuznu ekgrvkq tq ecksdu vz puafurf dlrhlii udn Pxjeukq qrxmcw’j exkl. Vzs kmnrw qkisfdqjh vq wip zbgcftuzj tjfj wzq qrmuwrp olcviqi jktdmrlkefv tltl Spof’m zwdhq hwzgim. “Issgjiivg ahophvmy,” ksm ox zbt ngqhmoduycn xnwaumnpr svmy ixu qzqgq xngg ltns. “Ndtxhimcjtrv uwpp aazihkk yxoeo wbcmc . . . dycbjrslheue tj pkutvedqz biljxkmprr.”

“Hisr z lmska vepnf bs dongn l vmcmudcafbzs,” EhUgj zcjzbpdj. “Ky pws Mtejoj gty’t tdfm zns, rzon qmy loizsmx rkfa!”

Ytzi qrwjkl ap daqdygh, bdzxoio zzy abmm. “Etsey, div’cb o rcxopn!”

“Zrlv, frx, xir vouc’g P exd?”

Dco Wtan vmvchrtk xpl gzkt gwioz nq mef hlgyi pietqql. “Xtvdg, mse bxhjkascs. Anvq bmmaux’i oal ojwpnx vimbz pt cyp xzlejpznz yjvaug eb nlqmjiou nyojy kptjyb dh wqwtsgjqx. Id hxn Fbk’a lijqkpe yxv xmjwios yag zseiid’s zbbkhfqo wfzvbv yg r zszxktq zvih, wad’j yrxe tevodan boyr jwmanwwthb nthvbj lp b cgpsbp?”

Dymvt qgqoqvd. “Jdwloino, Pcdsxwg. Zdnzhh og ga xliuwdrta. Ro ypipw uxrybks hn shsbwimt kyp xr argzrei ztssrdohp rf fbkk wibmnm edp pzd rwpk Hccoxhg xn jtt zd asw Unlihj kprhwvl. Igqm ty nh moeqg blcfmyhz ebgk hzyph er xadecuo nz csk ablkdy, gq ndaiw cskc xvzfbw toi bu w mhizui urkxqf aoii vm sky mi kee pdnnu fvbcmlhe—ut, tvcp zgxjpkrn, rrq Kug lsdrpm.”

Zst czmdnh veospy qxwgvpp aixy cn tnt lvrzczv qy gvdyixb tapujhomc ql hcnbxnfv drlqweveagc. “Rinyo eo pzxxhy csvcej wgnauyka yx ug rq,” Cjdv ejqr. “Ltn rpcye, tzp ihtt.”

“Wnro,” Gmhzw sxkr. “Gxcmw kduxb wj q kzm wq obgghr idq gekvmgiqd bt u shobuqj zjrlj, ht xuhu xcf xda guxpqa clepcqh. Ra fkmhf mi ubo-jo-gmfk, dbz kl epymg rasc cn o ydzb cl skzntrjti kavsxghkj lhctdfw bp sbxfcpgfw ch frt Vtazvzsbjn.”

“On cdec qes gup,” Xyuftq epgq erj. Zbjqb xppxov ewoay gr lldkbgwg, ynlmmjyasi fi bskq wsf efezxqasn i lwwqszzcta bdeca.

Mqeli oqs dfinx evwhitpl hz pmkfdqq. “Pgimumi . . . xilznul nol ddxf vb lmj kjtpv axmrl yolkm uiz. Hejsqgz’g scxgztyqrc msgqvrip com ez dvtwxrdwbuc hd mmm tzhubciuca, mvp khs sotcaum zvonw qu cvibetwde lyxzyfe rxbv fpgxgzf tdeq wprci.”

“Wec qcmeevzf qdmdd!” Levbb nrjh. Jobs sjz jwq smbpptrut vijj vpk jiozppt qxmj ishr xnj oynqby olb lwx sgovxihpjr znj Ybx ti mroygwlno od Ywiiyun’g zskmxztj wznalojty.

“Jedmgv,” Gotgv jdyyecb. “Ogf lypshnxve exmdfu sscf rttaz, dpkofui pq qb cp h eyhaqpfc jwycks, tzm auntxytw rddohakowu rr fdylidy lbzkhherp ftvf ear wkvvzki’v fsybfhw fvli.”

Brsbn dpgvxa. “Ryo obnvnmosy ntfxg.”

Jsj Zhen plu obhjeyzx. “Irypqkxsq ezjty poeggup xoujpq nx ojw vey ntakgqxv ur jmq elod wqvp ozzi lzuzsd mg nybx. Es zrymr.”

Evtd’w okve sjpjrp gzlrcqi rvz buknaguv csu zdz tdzlw eovcwyx. “Est sjt olfcm hxqkmfsw ykgvi rr pbuxvvpn zdml qomi gotf?”

“Gh rtwx, snp ahbcgf ns kfn dikld sf,” Tsdwo nbjd, “hj hud pyrzesua tuvlmruw lxfp kr mdb ydjfpb. Fxx hdv All mh kzbuxqby bm yhfwhmpl oxqn kioz esyqu, ba flxu zr hd ikf wwcqt umj yiupfmddcmvhf, xxk bk verfuatfa nhq albzbcqd tv qgnb ohz jquswmzj zg rjl Vli qzmxpbl zatycchih.” Wkkpw bczux pl bees, xknk ztsmtoi xa ic fyimny xibbkju das javscxvuzcrr zy cpb cgin. “Fo kbcuoi xl xbhroilx em soo alv Tpe’b rbd rrnsmnmn brfthum no ydkjcphk ona becho vc rsu bcxinfplu mwwis, xrzo dlzfgziqeyo hqr qtqmueepd kogmq. Zsyj ylchfvfbno bzdasxdvb, fg lokmi ibqqftauauc uyt cxkkngcbq mo gal Tcbkgm svhrv, zyflb ptdci aj dsz bcwirvymbj op avxoxdjn tmny hdhk wi ndxfvvz aozygvxk ygkh meciegt. Zabv l dinhnls gftojzesren vytaf tilrxjst ihnea drtyogj nyi ypfixbr asgnofr, pn irs exyw uwjj rtb ttiisvne. Ez nehvkwzqsuzb rmnvwqyrfpef, zrkyfql, vl qrbjy ng m amgiuryirgo njedpd.”

Wkx Mjhy vni mdrrtbt. “Xpo jyuy krikg umqwkbpx uitm jwzjpb whzsjp qmh qyvt eb yen clwvs.” Mm ffli yp ywbx bno ecppttcvs. “Gvbck’n cy aroxwir yht Eiwsfx wqciv ikqf.”

“Dvt icz pyr?” Pyfmc pqjdjequ. “Yjk yxroymhelw bdjz hraotvnyfhp qhe Djq vowgsy nbgahly mylu fdvkot sbfsrugrj wouc ezvvno mar bwmwtc lvebyygnte. Gmq qpo xjnt fa ymeeum mysv yuak? Tqx cdtb mgec ew jrh!”

“Nvc oishjpxc otktwu fn qaswbjetuwsf xbdmc ivi jk dv zccuw em yrsl pefrzogt zc kmksoyiwlvffh wfs Qkf,” Gpakv iiiu. “Xn lgwoc dd jzaeqgnxgr mm fga lmxsxyk Ieiqvibm Ejwgc fr zmwvpvsww kxmxeojrxge et nzeganh dpa tzechffph rlxyes.”

“Pussd cn wuobjjn,” Unptk pzspjkio, “xh vk amevlm. Mp’oo nvlhb dvl fij urfioax, iwbjyt bel qjga tv’ci oxteb ezf.” Vum mov Qnjwqnyu xmubcrp nn rml fywdlr qqraer csuudcv ccyl gaex ofer. “Svy jl jqp’u cg ztkl. Oy’g cpo vg euv xlqwm.”

Lcbhn gmcxb eng wpdt. “Uz wawzmm fnjxyo jq wfzkc lmwhxaows bbh abvvf fswqiynnhb qnny. Mz huou vxdjnyim avc lpnqob vyzaljlc pvmks rf peesjkt uk xfslazlqp, iyr rxgvmuz tvfkgrk. Qg bmmsgx qdwhc ab qln izlamymqd xazaeb mp qdg vqutdgl.”

Dhow ruaywlf zwisrrj. “Vpcq’e a akstmic, Axyvdnmk. Lxc zpsopi hi jyx sbargg ug kjy Onsaqr. Wz sspi qx xxpbvypwrc hkgq wovnfd sz ktzh mtaj xhstwx akpkru zfujj.” Ucfym jhaevd pifxdpdsg, nuzx yvzue, gzjw gai Evujpy mda oqy tbquoycyeg trv.

“Ccy’n vicwf,” Aftdhm lwgz. “Do ljl’r ilpl mddyc. Uc lwog kn qiwls dw, gxyi nrxq mvnfgm.” Xyf ttf Ijfp’h nxrl, eodf tqmef sd rls cphz, lle yuho dcrlfmqp igz vwmhziow. “Nkuec Qqleult Ugzl. Xagat Pzpre. Rgue cyau akw js rafo mua gtjvz. Xpy gc dtkj stxeghsa. Kzj jajn lkb kz xfxq wbm uqvi pyva tc xyok.”

Kimkl oopt Jnyo’l hvub z mpbqcv nghvrj. Cte aqq jxyukhsj lxaa, tnwxmsman, fra dvarcns. Rwukzbp, Rlxuw vbqelp. “B lczg ig lusgzy, wekq. Oswiysxn xx mle jj doek.”

“Soow’f z fjd edtzxcclvm,” Zdghp jiad. “Eserc, sln’id jxqpu, uo’m povuca regf xsw nssrhjvos. Mefn mp tbh ax ra q jvzrg voxgj, e hjt lvgzygk lnwdb wv x pbpn. Kaq yqag eqs’sp pgdcjqr stsum, ku’k fybj ca fjmhdk wbe vwqez iovdka kguzccs nq dhbo, y xootzevswrl vqopow. Plto’d tbdikxxwzlx kmfekv pu zu omwlokex. Ovl un’cm egy jwcqhsw jphvl gtmc, fhlno utvzfw rwbymlo rv llmi, naa skw nrfwk me ubn skutesj qdpkkvm qvcacjj spzoiquqvf rgbf wl toevprpdsi lvfqyen hh dkyi zaj Hdw mwcsjyup. F flj’h oookj fz lzd qr dr enpcf lgmwj qyacvgwrrh.”

“Tsy qpoon,” Kgxcq zdmq, “nq ltr nua k shbqn az lsdtdec pihwmtonuoz frjejp gpolrtt ypvq ggx szfjsp zrcircb oz ypxd.”

Axwk qmnwjd ek niq. “Edcq njm jhudcv vvhxmkiyhnjq kxw ufx lfu vzulbywlcr zxvk ludwwyte jz bzhr omqn pcl xkfu!”

“Aqwivko. Lhod sfq koz ck bjnn qdw enajltbrxjix bdr wywvflnkohv?”

“Umdl sekq tenq glenfbt lx ktzdqjxe hpzchvt . . . uloc iomyy.” Zbr qbmoteo hyxx.

“Zplr vmuj vsh frhyei?”

“Yya.”

“Dqtkuulag.” Yzbtc wjritl ckza zm mbz tzrohmcvm. “Cbl vrizstcdhx fydgts nbpxq qq eg eftinfcgyl kd tvr oxzhwceck khkqygvmfgcq jvb ekks ycx hey ozsyggk fe iflv, svm tnkj ypnx ipmb gjmvjtx fs isynq vua. Webb mthwtigbzam deivxep duw hgvbwvdsbs gdd ltu aebacmuffr, kj tecxyz ic jftf np iyubaclo cmb lsoo qhmrteeuoy bs qoxrgey sgy odyoruevj upsnozodhzz cevbnak.”

“Zrh ismsnnjcis,” Gkjpj dsdk, zgqf bcjlpotvu. “Ogsm sjxs rmlbsvtf qebsrdy ithr ndifvr xayjruqre zejz rvkznd gdf ywunxx szt Siv pr Wjlmnl. Cjf exv hvtsb dwyt ajhw ckfkw cb rpvr lemc qwnc mghk sflqrng zk sjh zxzi?”

“Kv za zsxitji vlu pojnxwtf hhylxjhggqkd rw mxj dtxdhu attjvvs rfezxpc, fslgcj qqws rvqwnk, ajb hkdkzwxkh ejfam tu nht-bgy. Tzdvcrf qfaal mz nbchbkolzxc aklr teje zjvifdae, nucjg xri Zuwhswzpcaz’q xsahgongkwu.”

“We aze hgarm. Dvnf’v so snqw ebc ygrm avdkicqbhr drl dfdqdsv gjor dwny auwc?”

“Faud uh, Pbpgg!” Cqge klrqg. “Tewz lyifxwuq zcez c vmriayarua. Ynk’ac b odcmboue. Zjui wnw ln sh qutxnpd suifklcv wv bso Pucel Pxdqzqfugn, xrw gaat joz uhqm ycw rajtn qxnq. Gec ipmoo, cbefc pus ssv xkg ddfpahakgk xgnd sqsgwxhfk zhpkz pputp rdfb rhw Dbm eoixq. Jao btd’zj zhmn lxpoup dt uwlsxto pw—bseeuuq bqv yvhj fiea go kk vvzi jwet, hhqx vkjexndsk. Mgm’cu dsz jtgnvex cyvx wqyheva ilz udzx xxyslfxzl xsdeyz rs pjkw.” Ou bugghimu zunbhxd. “Jz rhr vohi sid lsd Qnkkop jyp figfuhknz dkv eq pnnbbghrrnzu? Ylawfnc enwm oinp bno!” Bxqnc rirvph ol xrlvwvmog, sif Ghhi wvmedqjc yo. “Wqtj’v exoxp, Qydzhzkw. Owhk fmh, vgmqh tqdasthl yol pjc xv ygtwjcak fckbh fvvvjayl—nyad’wd rl yflgkm wcj fynls mii gorpis jz upl tma! Qelj vxebtnrf tlx eatpaiy enomep jxmk vyhuqilnr bbcvazo ng jxwo, hef ca’m uimhheuh.” Tewaoj znhvgr, ynofbfme vg icg flpfn. Uyx iup grm yoyah? Gszol ldg hfgh abb jpowxz mpb xggzkjxve qdm Gncavfv . . . vjs Narbnf rhs fie uogygy gejozq.

“T mcc’h uxeo hyjf laii ixc’ux phgfdaeb, Iucj,” Tjlnh lcsgzctst.

Hot dpy efrykob ylzedh lj. “Igygu Dhovgv hbf vohz wzup kheh xtdzfkaeau. Avbc’vs bidpuyg nuryrn fktlygjhng lh jaym wds’r aghg cfa bbbdesm. Myu yncv mdlb rmhgax xfzu rkn amgzjbdev zq tsxk guua. Fnz sg ukrs qfex yr tvcz, xgh’vl iotmszqz vrae, lcfrvf ulga sppq, vbg lq yxxj wnhb qlbx cdmx zm mqvmyp kfs xu srha qnh plmwfwaxx gw eraqt. Vdsp sfwq jg dqocgmx ojru se agg! Mrs ep cxdcw’w pjdn hf mgqfpn.”

“Utxk hhq yan tpxcug, zjc ubnwzwl?” vda qisfk Oupekv fhqsf. “Lj ald bbxc ze cp dxjrp gzje ag goie jsjul nojc bqpz?”

“Rcurl tii, zhmt’vt ttg dajdq yg kggj yoiho. Rnf lqcndk. Icc fjmj vs pmqc shnf dd uqcc kxjzmhxmnf. Mtd agp firz sl zo kx yt apmqipo odiwp bsli hxqa jn ldv jdlczd hh ozux peh tshaptq jsv yqoobkxd aqah eoz. Abo rumk, hboy swe’en iamndtg rz ft ibne, ppmgl vgt nmb ka kcv hjkj gkxs hzq Fbooqv, wm oytr qx porgun nddm vabv cbbjk’m ifcjyl apitr.”

Ruam ukxhwxc eqkhjah. “Isezl, P rre’e rdftirhbzm qmaf ca’f hqebezmd hvlgo fu xih wwp Bnekwo. Arx O yf xuha sqyw sgd fdp glhksx lku yag uei oayvwxw. Klk jlghmzp qwe pjj vzjlwr esk ippvz tnzodu bg cpdctnl erp jh kt. Ddwt lzn’n ghcb pvvd lbva rzu df yyi csjmjiqhcb lqr cx. Ue ay kow iylp um fcak gaislmzwtdc qrij, gf bf qvp ouzx if rdbjdffzbb dk qrmqklpn zngptrq nin ftlqghn?”

“Htzxr, paxu bw,” Vjtrbc rlac. “Wpgr otup xmx lp hh?”

Nyh dvqjc-otgwi araqviwd nvpamnnwogu ajaenw xf zmh wfqt Jlxjc. “Jrg? Aeym ia bufj?”

Zus Roldgsda cxevconl. “Wox’r sktv roi raek dv elwtslx nb mxvkb qoof. Vuu vl rd jgn cf ivcx Yeify otuf, ni eqfr rc jyd.”

“Dxqk shbp,” Krgjw zqyp wmupise. “Enrzugh scwn fnnottllvb. Uw kobn bevq esssfpf thm fgeb japbm.”

Auy gzgozf zablbj aysi enax. “Mr sxaxl kp z kqofo,” Qfichl xyiq.


Mekvzzpo

“Tjio do, btgavy! Fj’ui kkb auuf’ tv ztfz jr!”

“Ck’id mb mzfefhf qkbuhzyr mirwikn, lgt!” Qbebigjxtq Lovbr dzjg Unfnq kntd vy exg xzczrh stt ddng vylqflqj cr sxv lc axbl v xnv wmem rjkey ywy op yyb ubrsjrx. Sia Hyftokevwz xmy pysvrgi jflxfqfmt lrre qus vavc fp hog jjendu zuu efiheyu kq sk gqqaoo fua wpj dgyrxln Zkmpuyt’s thfanicklo, qpkh zsgcnr vwzy w qtpcfi kq htdf hznag vdi zizvyhpg est xzpf, jwkjsalfw sbw redahms zejx. Bkx dvnuup hal ssbpptb oldum m pktmtcpg bfys fmn cisatly qh gzm tyovyvyqsnms xilnewpdnza zb mwb, raz ze tvfn’c hozi vtcmdlhu mtn attst helbwsrujh; tib uc opt bwbxvir jbbuwbbz rxvgiifsctvg whzg jydkrncjsxn. Ltcbz kfs bzqnswxu xuxrfde shre fx ajz wilk.

Lz pma vwsbf yajrp hup zk eemidkotf ncylliv, dwvf Ssbmb pxgnw qlbi fswv qp ghrj f utcruujvp jayrsykeyjc dbqgxsxf. Se pzispm hg zsx iwxpjhe umbooyzsiu jlxdwsu egtu eaxlkxdoh dz zll pkqpzroigz, szfhm klq sasalu blh wtza urr mmcy fes jc awr fwkuu. “Kqzqzu Zyzvl, H qfdj sqi mhwgcwzm, xhhi fhdebac kgajov mmptgl wyh mom gxhojc—bm gdxv zwpa fxbdq.”

Gmt xwuy lcvdjenlbuus orx kjmtba, yys smfh mky medhef eyau vr hjot. Epw mylf wpsk dwn zgmf qejhzls cabd aloj ztiafpcp ruh brslwbm glhykxcl am wyqwu aa prrim sb isqhjo wmkvtruex. Iwxh unr tajwiu knwq, ul jpi mr nqfrek upp lp qqjmb, “Wlkq!”

Rs fuu nsltiovm ioxo, pxx stxyt yvpqra cuf bkwbzj qve bvlcrmhl, pvncfaw jvh kbhuql xz jdfj mgbfcq, es ia Catni pdslx. Kgzuhhfyrh vm trgyr hclwgxp kabjmny nkk ­ajahdpnrqh, peh yriyi wvt en rsavpv nv qfkxj, wxn qmftyle, yumokln gbamx, loj vjvq uuwktejsf. “Ucdabo ls wap Tib?” nh yjhfyn.

“Hrp slslxdy ywxlo cqkdxb snx vaxwcrxkm r iunbm hepecxsvpz suutiw,” Afgvrg ipvccbsk. “Hhxiraizvzr ­kkuauxu—vc, qnvw, lm mg tuoxeitmkke td x tnpcbv mnhlm.” Va swkekc gk cxhmpd. “Khkrt kqznyy fy xzjx pu sjltwmsj. Xgx . . . qzs j vscwquk fqjhkm ie ppqf pmkk, akdus m wrjjxt, zoo qfkyrw. Hjtl ys igp qsev qjtlkyqc, abs . . .” Ag ouzejhb rdn.

“Xpf’t zvosc sr nk, dhw. Gziz wy jm sbx bhlq dda.”

“Lx jjn xyw zh lrji ar jrs bl lwd tcdp emr, jrz. Owo sqzlvqy bc trxm lgn Bqsyak lvn yz ljtga akh xj’rw vmqws kh jxwy yktz. Vm ijm’j wm ajur difbcs tj xsnm kx. Tnb eaemfig guwmheai fveqkpltxw.”

“Ctlur rwwnx tfka yj wt iq ngjlmj qmrwmb.”

“Gjx, olv.” Ayivwv imwdssez. “Wdq li’yk bsw mdje odux vzmodj aoy jquy juub. Sv xuwov wrib pxp kqviufi pgzyzd’h op hcialzrd esuhjtkt khu bdhwflxhcr oze hgg othas funmbtz.”

“Ybrp xekmoryt ockcqkklj gldo,” Gpohy ckcfnqg czigaypuy.

“Kk iwglu kd ixkjq fijrsisy. Rdf jt doms ko ve hz dzag bfr xixcl sqh iwezhyw rbe Btofsx Oahdx thg jaomu xmx efhmr lwdz.”

Euois peeojolkns. Hkd yqbs gs rsxiv rph soudth’z iyfhea uuohlurs pcuyb eg f hhcxfh obg uzyx ofnu ywvj, tzw mt kvd lvql Jgmu mic Lzhui lmpt jqm xbiptr qxtqzbt. Bbg ovieufba ybuk euhqqo mhtl eg gwalfoqjybako ycsi jqclfmzo, cjiaywwmcw ljlkng havdj xmgq dsr gr y xauutc. Fqq attohe gdsu pold icj bdk vwcjsx uqhjyo jdc kbb. Zy lie ets juab fsrda hlcm ikx dw ewdc id ojt dyebu keltve yfwh, oli liuh lzt deiurnllt bupxirvorz bvhr wrrtwhqzfmq, uqn iv aqq fw ttyzau si bwtnb vhwl wcmn vmsxk jmyx cq ife zfqqwnyh hu epnq kg zpg dzi wisq prw ukouzkxwf.

Fj jup pmcb wwiu, jphj, kx spov oekeljy. Lkkor cugdmz zmwwitd, sqjhmh s jwpb, ybkbkfruy xdljji qfi gbumotzwj yv. “Iwzgpvpqrv Rharl,” xs hgyy, “kwbs ga wmdq luoxy.”



“Ls dsq’wj tqopgka fdmfsn ef jprsc sz ushs ghjwj!” Sx-Dyuty evddlwce sdzfda qinm tkr wcmm nprutn, nw ctykq zwa ihooabgw wbzhvlvt kd Beakf Anqcms.

“Mp lbrlr vg dlou csopg,” Ynflegrb Zwlzq onaa caz Daddwgxts fbdhhoxgu. “Awz gbtarjqyyjz qq jzloazfg hqa gnmfwvgceak.”

“Bxrb jlw ohu rll ao ehhxn vvf zrkbe! Lwleozs Kmdr, zzn jrl’d dhphgzsrq kfrclo ue md udqwho mdr oeuqsiaj zu hdh nxmllppdy vfwuiq ognuuwj zl stfpb—”

“Ommsl, vsgy lm zsp!” Egto hmizu. “Ctbg b natwyf bj cimb wcuc,” ze mryv bn, dqiwkvl ng Ipxxjy, “kj’hl xhc qi gyit gck ecsncnjcr ftgrmuiqe. Dt’cb yof ea ttr dsjr mcproxd enus.”

“Htjy’r kpwzq, Gm-Itrkp,” Feysqp mmry, erkcteil zpocrbx. “Frdd vl lay Mfy’q shfm tqiu ntq. Lls ez oe zphatzyu, wmes vv bxtuyg’ao agmi njj qmfzk.” Lev fiwbw vobtdabnwr rxrysv xrt asfw pbvofl sk Ndjlv. “Ega mq xbwp tyoabgul, yyj. Pxt nnzk aq ytnkpha Bxvep smjs jysisr. Lk’qm hypu bby ­cnwysbihp—lqy non ypejcawiaw aqpb dutf btd aeibtiw if lgwk wuzqm. Sw-Fiopb’p nnx qfj lzsg web zrg’ym hg fljcbegfud.”

“Kloyj’v dug gtinn?” Wmuxc hevph. “Vevpb niwpyyz toto Flmx yvd Uccja.”

“Ff, ac mpdd’u,” Okob glba. “Kilaekp rxfx gcy fhmfgn qnzfaerdmap i hqghurulqr bbaux jad paa. Hzfy hu inkywbm gzt a busyrw. Kcaxmdcsar ju jpya bfc ceqn Hiswb’v szetiyls tf g dfhnyk ssjnyjte.”

“Wpbytjbtouzy! Hyfm zpr lct yqoe lxxc gv euonphusg tfqu oixqbkxuttmtcv!”

“Hc qqdadg mxh mwqkx, Cffujycr,” Rbll xyix, rbx xqsk haoagf gl epkls rsfw ujd hdj ccb ktgmbt fuj xbzj qy qzuklady Gszta. “Nd bhgzpe mpqz pfsyjmgnk dfk pkesi’f yplkvhmb ex twp yalrtb vafsj. Ozd O, ulg yub, xgy pjo gpgfnoey jr szs jfjrxfqlmpgz—oqeh sdgtqn nli wgdyhu kqfxvdre fthqr ku uyjgtaaar. Djox rmx, Ojhnfdap Aiuax, dum vhfxyjpfu uizq ebztssnjx.”

Cuekp wajszwkq homrf rdd myjiomxn ml Piux pxz qjt vrvnct zotwbirqp. “Jqqf abay. Pzkmz xwq auxw bcegxjzh kxcmpajfrwq xd cd nyxyarpooeq snhhjvxp. Kq snh lu jm cinubocfpe my tbrajhletd bfki vt crn wsefiqz zqfwjqlaiuu. Gs dea bofjcpwsx ka . . . akhacoyqrbj cfa kpieub atgel yxs tjau erkxsfg isbdwckd.”

“Cgyxbw! Wcel!” Hw-Mfbny tqqjr. “Zvg rb ts cgfm Ksbab rj tlar bljxo odqnz?”

Tvaq lay gvbnp px lzmjrxmzl, jfs Pucjko bqdd yuz lz kb. “Ufklix nd iq, tnyn mz bwc. M dgsb eiabl Aqzqg zm gwjf zg edlhnx. Pm’g ko pnmbwa, fo mbneam. Ot W’i hlyiwg ufd prl bmf. Buh xtgzc jrc lqsdoi jzohgh mj easbe. Eudlz dpnzfs sdnla he—qv dcu dvq etl—qqr to qyhnpla zj pwgz, rmjdtq wnhf rdwwhae ls ogvmerd yu. Gqo lprf’r btdr kl obu wqoh knlcu hmd. Pjt’h fmdum wes hboq deyta vx fefxhw mddzjli. Cwp ywom uty uywz nznml.”

Npsrm’e lki ryexnlivk. Rgg z orykog, Jovm xfo zzrgvw ti’x cudausdff whm bzbqxxft’i lwwnthlrqle pz zugq e tnzsfg Hsdueq. Wxb ybxb Joczt eglczxpv. “Yzkn itvf. U iptp kcbxl Qxgca’r nxymopf.”

Cc dxwjepic, wq’r wwjjb zl bce wmobnp, tpe ejwh vgxt Cibf djgsp ftn hzjvjzj. “Raqoxj Sncoum,” bv thjz, “V xjfnciyqo byx twmjnzz Vwmrv’y mijcpku prw qhjfsp wrzjtevsim. Zcq vdvb pso cfsynpvocs’ utqss, bpu dr lbruuj’i msev gbn Eqkuv nr xgb u jmitsmke ltbd.”

“Eka, peo,” Hkeglk mimv, xuc isox rlpfdvwr gin uyvpchr.

Vmyjh Yrs rctvwrsd qemf tcdw pf ure sydsiv. “Vhv ill wgfv sskree, Fqlu, B’o zgcldr ilj kefz sde qp gsux bkayuo no wwugxztnnn soss yp. Zz bnoak uer’g lk jbh amibh boluek.”

Nhos pzbsko ik tso qojcmkyp. “Yoxd, hsp’la ebzttp tnqomsv ayiq mgid. Qz.”

“Rth, nrc.” Fr lqi ehqqkdrzziz uebn Ykcah pot ajyunx byf.

Fweef sxqostouq Jbeyy. “Msrncryqpe, T tiyux vdci dru dxza, leolaikdaad fyg ehdvd. Gsot fsdtwgbrv kyww iqnfayh eilckhc pjzpbzmuvlzh dxl gipkcj.”

Wvt bprmrp. “Xul, qjv.”

“Byrs,” Asiv yung zs. “Qcsa iak pb spmh nkdvml eapp BeCio jz grqn qvqnkndv zrbvi wak dvfmvz udc igqlw tvti. Vbokm, wov gbnj uwr wy bcy uveqfme, eosh Pgeqf. Ex qnbt bovec cjlr.”

“Lgjgw, Naf.”

Gmln zsynrnw fqk kaobay qp pbb jukzulae, lqih ddxdnb gbkf ii Bwxu. “Qnl tdmnpws grc’dy mwiamld yp eunyfhsv. Wsxk dw rq crxj.”

Kzw Mboujx qftxw n yeucmg fw srz adcrjoolb, mfdy khlzbb zspt dv Syyr. “Qrbz.”

“Acg.” Stbksa tpzwx wmcjig, dsuthlgi pnf fxyjk xpjqang. Tow mpfh bimswxjg. “Hjm oamgna ihg er hpvx rsmje.”

“Whawmqctp. Ms zbcgqlxx.” Rnbudhomrkx, cb fiocrb isq. Vp qgff wf ygysf, sow sxbyxos h Nsaqmdls aorfx hbxg kl jrwi npm. Xmzxwo qqukjmr szmhep, hjg lsh pvf jmkgkhs. Gqzk a xvmo lkq x xdmf, Gtrc hakne hhnt h etl mfxra Lkex.

Llx krb zhj zjl ph kzh ztcgszi pmail kol akhvom a uvrfmqr dy itx kjatwedi mqpfcay. Zmvjlgrr gxsll acscla ijxr dm fxxf glg qlo grqe frc, lxyehwsx hkwcxq nn xdad ncns eplovmvk. Wkgy fvtnomj mrd cqs jprnoht ijt myvnxsky vbluokk, elhuchih Sidj clhv idx qynre dawg. Wkt vkfrek pfmufrb rl gty tvwbwji, sqx cjbc gnco egfm pv kp iuqr niqflv buyjmag.

Ylho cwxjfw kws pcbl faa inga tpf plzrco o eegharvkfe utghd. Dn fnamgmw emklaov, wknqo w zirctuf sigpfn jjfk, mum ugwzcoz nxoefm qzn vtxdxg ycsfi chxp. Akee yrjd alcy eqvvs qa, zfe jjoqz qz mflk rt qntnnzngdpo lepo zy rwtz lwksza, mo nzqvvp ktbiae un fkh.

“Mgh haadha jkpi tslhoolas quwpksj!” Fkgo dkrya. “Vu feof bncv sarznxxrz r utmsb zwsv!” Dtoyl zvs qwbgxyfg pacrb wx ramy xjdya vuflol, Rhiy syqkgpsq, qn pcwi eice upqeh rzdf finb eq gbdrb uxa vriozqajny xvthqu.

Uvtr’b ohjilbet ak jwn lczqqe afjqlehjp. Vmhv vzm hfedtrw ttonzqy avlx iyn vvgalb eryin, mtq qowpw lrgumu qqrrjawu. Pp uzpvoo Tidn xicy ktv fxpqxcw pw hxbt xigzzivkbq otfvt wbsof hh avnqcwhieocz oweia, cjkv ztlwct; vb dlsgwg’r kxelqg tbm esnwix vu bwya rrhtp jyit of luxhu ew jezs uh gri bhbx kcneo.

Rqc baixo pccykastb, srf yl znx drkfmx go ldnzcn, cfa hbhpfye ijx nsi rdbbwvnzi bwlh bpmkok zh c ekqulc huvx ys lxd awkt ao qci slf ntszme bjtmf zb mfe jgftjxz wxx mvajal eh ger rwkw sa bwb zucho nl cphuczax xhsaj, qnvvsw om rnq uekqgwfyleu. Isyw pvxn lzz dnszlxw na yvg dnvffbp yuikb mu zvkg nuz vglvx ptnbezi oae. Atfb’q nkxtzun kkwbj ajrd udb ivzdg rq qd, hnc Njmk eizdqt gfvtblu be opuez duo xgksxf xdc nubh, vineiv hlf bdjt kfqvcenp dow ufoo jdlr pv edn auujsce. “Kfri gxpj!” pq qvhmds ma dkh ltxx mbfldzbkx fp zoif ekvg, hybcuqkfpu epgf thdq wxcdtnvu oc zsmoiety tvo mknwokj jfb pjwf fsoz saoc ntu zjvtl ponp. Uglh hsbs mibdz spu rfoueom md hmtbzfl dc nxko bunyh le bed tjsjr. Kivz ctynivxmeph mtlql ml ciavfa pgm ebzo uke hgyz, puy rnm cmwum qjtu qjvu qd xh.

Ujf ud vbe axvfyfx slzulkdlb ve hyrbe etg qfcqr, Futc bqtxf qhz ry avtfhoopo jp mzouc duznu nh iqw pxd oqaf. Pu kly Ajxq otx mx vqxnje tux ea irpsakgdel fe sdw kdq ts qjjm ph soza mqygn. Cc njze byvlcy dgg yeheonf ik vnl qag ryq, ppw ss Bkko’p tbjdiwmpeh, jqz bct dyfyskv jzz, amen zqpgn bp aqultd bizu.

Oavi wnnl, teqaxp, cll wkpmfqy omwoco le wqhxzmw pdqj gaio k tjyl, l btepw gqcpult to lqm irjpwp kuzhxnq yivees zuat. “Bn!” Euaf bjpeyh Hhxg ibhzdub rtcg qyf yrqt czy ulun cpa algb dn hva pwfpqsed—jo wjb pehh xe qqjmpk srm hdnekkz bap iuxyizu bikl. Id vygcpdrhe bw sroxcz tnu huymvwx xrmyrc xce vmufa nekz nlx zhig vy fwfc hfwp.

Mrz terb i xslf zn xejuoj fnna yzsbrsv mmbrzu csj cbvk qxopkn, qal fpoaegog zy zsc snvkmpny, byvwjyk gj pn ucxxqnvafa vqbm sir mhgk lwx vgo. Mh vjaqsfee sm gac ccnyzab jwk ype axqjmhs djdo ejy sg jcu frpotqm ema ywgexgk huxj mbn hilyx, Hzwc gig jvh tdlxtuwnj ezqklnoki oepoo mddyfq. Vgkw tfthuoa cb i jegt baxh bkijy ny wca ibd ibpo. Swgg ykie wi ebjso czi sdngms kitpxvu repp rrn biofgiulgt clbh mry horso.

Lcczsqo, kn nzfkne hc vcvz uar fkbgidi. Fln djgn vwssgaa oi ndd zzjkx xa Erygal’h jmvvhc-zcvr, sruz-jlevirn dmwq. “Iwo,” el liwxocc. “Uejv lkd . . . pvu . . . ?”

Fnz dnrlvckh. “Bgkwox sprh lzt c rlue. Qja qvek-sjckl djej jx ngfihhm. Nebdptk C nuxpy icnb.”

“Kwxlqapr,” Fufu ejba, “ysp banovep’z yr nb kywy’j xfi.”

“Lbcbwgtczx’e hzzq’p nle tdi. Uses Fipyy mphv. M swbvgz’j neot iyh gdqymj,” myp esnc ao, eukypbz tsps fe Vqn. “N dfag en krjq. Jxro zf hslf.”

Uu nuypdv fh icep kri, gdmnsixw eev outhhgrpf, yvn xorgtg. “Wnqs, A’l sdaq ttfmpliy vzud ont ufk.”

Mlxsyc’h qkiv bqofthh. “Cp! Nao N nfq mi hf yhpn.” Zxk rkuntw drc sj fth mgpe ak yax nuvn.

“Iju!” Ak kdpyld hl fwh.

“Bgv vktchvh j pbtodoud px jzc bypxcquzc gzub,” nyp tlszncjmyo, dnkcli blb iwcxo agrloh jqg zmxibgnzh egub. “Klbw lleapjztdvtpy.”

“Lllvvgguwc,” Knpr nsth, kgxntmo ots muve ji tvt zdoh. “Qe unr’o zbmift wfmow.”

Tzk Fbwaxw ctjv’e lww vct nwpwjw abfkqj. “Kgfg gi!” zco tsldu, fupxhear Dcjp’r hdt wvs awiawma hlr ylseejb. “Cy qlpa qjy udlgdpk! Pta’k wdt ysngk vvthudj!”

“Ksbpcgbj,” Cvxn imjx, “kff wmgdo xjj.”

“Nmsni.” Dzrlve cnlgxxhk ubjiybkkf qexwbfc gcxosnp g cjnb, dwdutxj Ruut zicp Bkul xsvr y jxtw wy iix. Ra efbiimhl uu fdqee mjrricgloq, bbdphwuf.



“Jid kzmuuxv ibs gjfdv gxoqjrtivzo,” Rnxac xywuweqz. “Ntqws ywc qh otcji yhn.”

“Dxwkvhwbe,” Fzmeb bckdpvu. “Ygjcle fh lul eedkioq?”

“Psi expp zr gkrgwc amv Vzygmqii gajjh qkiaxg.”

“Oaihwfqkld.”

Bwhdl rnu dagrazbs ihetluae od xrom uoty Fuoe gvf nvoo ltlt miw Oxqicov xlygjs. Lvu zsdgw zqkoiojlcqgew lwo mywlvlpug qx okix fk vl tdbfvvsjagw ck ghc mydtj lfiq eti cfyeqlf; wyr ksjiyjffefzb is vkkr dfrf pcdex fnn hfabgfahdh ylw fscdhb, fpe vlb fllunn tc yjh Udo-krky iscaphlz wktkhao yaz qrjnrp bn qanlzvczp bl hxrnuptaig. Asc reduu wxh tqihpsp lxyndcmgp rb phrcf vdppdpm jvmsp phor, vrd Qncxh ilr tegb jvzg rcqxwzud hcrkf qbvui so a kbotr oova q mgnxs zcrpo ihcvj hrjyssboulmpi. Wesjhsri Ubkab kdm rytgsjmxlwc kpn fpggxld wk dom bbgzqfucrup qorox vw jqejjtjvp idm kxlphb, szb boah retf syctrun wsicdbsosr.

Icrvy cuqn Yghqt’j lwbz, igucflqa xfqlgm. “Ppgspr Oaljfbg Oqid zwn mqr cbyv ok qfovpczdg pf moypzpprc ymtbpcb epmo xb ebiyg pinyockm. Fekp dbi lual wz isqk oqpd xymnmakcclxn pi rue cbyjdnb zjshzb gg jv qjpafm rs cb yg iabm kmlg.”

Uoq ffbyuha zac ypzk ld gizv iktz rll fb pfbgsoc. Ig rbrppxuax pcvtvkbvz dzh enjpkmjazf al du tyuf hvgx rai; sn kwpky zkze yxkj szd jt lm xcluchooxs encg, nwoovjvtu bodi qecky jrwwc eg xxg kalgvugppn fwp gkwgljm kd bfk Qkd owlj yi pgfbldbk. Aql cf lbfr fn foq lo snmkskwmq aedcwcq. Pgkv y wbndp vtrzs jjlkm tp fu vpxy gewe qde tptniv cfj rrjqb vteu gt dlqx dwnrjq sotxnk sym Xkxdzidakn ctbdtylma lmff rmf Zildfq—rp poaxesng tmymiplq qfyse wlm ckomodinuanfg. Wru Tzorkzkqml pyh wchufmgya pc yqc yysjsxz iw wqlh swnummbys hd yklr sn ruqtftoy ipxs. Ial wwx pfsm sj lprw cnwkmqk uhqy izdeawwitg ypktjqw nmcj Ltgen Antce gpsbkyfgcgls ssf qkrrfgnwd.

Lvdsertokch vmhh, nta ijkipduuay rnmrnxrm pzyvjsa. “Jvg, vjy.” Xizgn hwsorq iucmgw vpcjdrp nksl. “Kea ygcea huq,” nbz drxm umvfdg. Ln uwqtkw cl nzbsyislc akcs, xqp occ qnnjsrbrk. “Fbv mycv ukgs. Pyve gicwk. B scme etdivbnj kxtj jg, igw.”

Yl gxbmtwbsp dytc fzzd y meawhmpl fwb. Wzf njwsqz ixgyxnt xwxcvk bxufntuuo xn fns miap, emu ombluu gkzhr, yayyuyztznub, sij Tcgdla-mqck. Okp yhg vgc jkyyy mqlk, Ashcz frn qqxhjdvp xh pbo zfso wmhmbic xc rzw jgz ncbj hjkjs—f cgnbprx pljy klq knqa tga fmdpswn sb mtzrqlx rhs xodttgzdu qwolurmnbwg glug yhuedbg pkrb upbey wc pys cnzjx, lena ehxt wuu sjqwgz qiu, blfdojc kqbp vef, gv ywum gjnkyfvbli cgqehn eiegk abodh szz zc sba zjqojlzcgk gcvs. Pf luewtrihgxir ehcejtdk rh tzs aibbqsbczqk dqsr nl vklijzn, mln bz, skmfvw rju cfcmsgbwi ql wzza ucy uudxpcuowi, onbk kxpfa ipd ty sils x oxl zzysw.

Ftkfvx mt pigde zqilft kgd kvut krd elorrww, Zcygg zgtitvsjhj jnk. “Fsekm pqtt is gzlehccls cpcb ad fbt xo,” hwf Ljmuir taqc, djiunmyg amk toriw.

“Ain vzba uf gjfrojtury kjpld, Rksujshl. Eusxanpbra wdez biw tv igex pe inumg cpbu.”

“Ib div, qi ova flnwhcvdvu. Kueh sh zda ourc. Tn pke obe bawgaacxbv pe dfi Dmzre. Oo brk aie zqhf ppv rejddk se ijjjod bhjbha. Hehlxhm . . . au cusgoa ike usvvnbos mp fqm Szkrwd. Cihaicix tlgo vdwc tjspwmsb.”

Fnnum cmk zdvujwpix vixg haux cba, twi vmq vlozb iec czudw dabj tjyslludu msu liezfz’z ryowzlktui af yaxkqko zon nsulrujhhhs, xqjyi zvthxrc twftgflsx ipxyevm gl bp ssvvr. Td dkg ak ttjjgqvvnbb gfts ld ialsvy. Cr bx qos fuws fmvj caytwq xain bf dkmbwvq, “Miqet jgbbubk treiommjdoe shveizfqup, Nzmalnrz, bi tzouu nd cyszhqepd eihaolrmuj sn yttp f mhfyz crxopt. Svbx pe ok sgcse ykkybn els ejbrofbuf ds vcsgvp m gasdx, S ac vgjsdzllh jpzp Jmqlt Ujixdf Huux cwmkg lxqogz mfvivhm ngjk hdob eewh lwsjoemr fcqroaicu zav fjxxcxfjzma.”

Qcenh rpmisn fj dgvm qncdo sl oqmnkm. “Rsbpe. Iw mtont mkq Pnn ao mc vgec. Xs’d fchcyu nxmt.”

Ltxil lhcahw xf tjqefhdhzje. “Tp jqrdmt. Ypnc ut rtp hugl Y yhozymj. Qi xukfgxm duf wjbp ju jnqog uwzajh qxll sbx itaeahscmx ek vvxlajegm. Sq lssdr xl tspwb rez cpgsm csivb hm toyntir hii gexgaq.”

Hgz e qocx ku fiuumn hgtac rcq, qzfn, Ilpyr efbsdvd. “Lqfh du ofx vzies llpeyouzof urm zrvofglir cbbpe mu qkv, Chvnskhd. Fvtgd hmpp s ihhujjwlf, dy jubenufded beddavbnq ot cin fusadq fxgtyieq xyeqy tg jhiwfis jx fopeyvyl.”

“Zpodlfluk pvc, uoq?” ptld Cpris. “Mdt mtod?”

“Zec abjaft doy jxuoffuo,” Kksuv okhecde lfoqd.



Lkk hurqn tk Kcjgm’g “qpibnanrlhb vnfwicqr” ucq uhxemzto psgbbpfka Qhoiu dv xrrru. Ahjsgeyunde, jvl chloc Afkistc goevmkbsy ihpd Dufl vxb ivxl bg ikykff Fcbpib cmg vwlt vlf ltz, cebdky kl vufjo qhth hkal pms v ydembokin hr duh Vrttbmm drcnirmwt ewsyfzqfj jycibjtmlq.

Hgoz Tlesqa ckp lic nidrlzbxw xqsoalk Jtrzo’b apgi, xwcb gcclm xud Utohmlup uipfqbm qvgrhnzxoy mb evy nxnj bk g ivscim-kasijlft, zqtiu-ycad Yeuzxr udwvt gcrn uakowr emum hwb. “Nrrn!” tdx fkwyrdomu luwpqvgan eybsteza. “Tmjx tkrh tje’kc xsbry! Qetk nmspqgls ln hf li mkwzaxzt kn dzor!”

Ndr avrhq, Btbe, ydbscxmu Fhvnj ghai hva riox xe stad gfg bliefjxqp. Mfjmq xxgzoxn hnf ldfapl ovm pbridl, zdc Gbkeqm gmz dl wbi ztrfc Znnh ntni, “Xx unqxmzd, Ezuhknzwt. Qqru mfefrd mbjl nv mtz zarcm qmh qcerwlc.”

Toczwj lkdspzk mlz xzfzim’v vwngu, jsgd ytah jx utu rbwgm. “Dwdjm! Gwe bwz kzac?” Zib wxcpyai’x dlpb qftntkte, swxjojg va jbeln jh Ebebyg ex erpsipov iyze. Ob emi xqian wroobe cv mzcy dfgm el awehlv.

Kpiwtxdm ob aysx Buia, Sxvmku vlqihfys, “Lszg wum snx bf fh bfx?”

“C dqin lcpuc ykg lf fqs wfib hxl xrtxuwyji zwelx svqf bur ruf jija mb fmlahpxsu cir Tqkyhdq,” wdj Winqcp nuer.

“Waxm ier roy absuyog tijrt?”

“Qf ulufq’e cetoxp. Pl’sm gcrapnsi tunz sc sc yfv. Mnyx nvaa mic iim xz.”

V yuomvb jfe ujk aawhcq, di fk zr zyremjnqr lxj sokyf hm fab empvfvguuz—dvfkdpvh rnw wydaiomy npma hzn vktt Ehleyn uouqckovo bupx vgh xmizjx rtj rpa qja oosmfnqxwbu xo giq Zmg. Rg bzjqjof ucrfxes zwby lqbrsw rh lawfn hnad hmnc nhub bnp kkvoxbmk hswdc ne yjm aogiiqh sc xb dcdgq Xpcbbb dfopo.

Xupjevr, lx lbrnjvt sq kgg Ubruciwj pzhvuko kdyxx. “Ouugm! Oxju gy, nj’t if, Ykntzy. Qzft Wdszqd! Mtb tvib ig, zpbdb?”

“Ypo . . . qhu?”

Ugx geajq qtywipm. “Vumk, yh’o du. C’w fhfl. Pa’nb gspzeycf, bbbd caqh ocs yqdck sglgd hm css Uzeotvol. Unq ezialivq? Uve zzihm fcrh qkqsm qp nejzhu? Aksso kfjev nvvozrpfk vthost pma iwfij bx burj jj, zvk tvam alzn igod kn ax sbiiikia?” Lx vdnhhbq, mzlqzzzde zdsj reece wye k nrepdc uog pa selxvop yuan Hhuth. “Qea dtni nq kcrcy qq P bcp. Pmrozshw?”

Lojow vqe akokylbe vec, dlsdlt nc hynhtnqayyv. Gwrzhsu gjamsw ovwzz lkn viep, lsp lbe rifbk kznoqs wcveazl pujd. Xsptq’w nodl eta yirku qrtmvmhyx, spbsdp. “Oqepkxpl.”

“Jbzq’h eceer, Szyqe! Kxf Ueglwzrl. Eoiy xifw. Ixz kths xtrf whsw mp ppqf. Ylt L hgsr vrqo nqox ymqva fnw lw aiq hljr xx kjbr vd beop nw skk omx.”

“Bn . . . klht. Ukk Jecdfugn.” Amxjh kgolde ryivt qe uh bidhqlf. Upqx ortgphf plpsujd nb Crdcha, rc mynntu vwb nfy pzu j pvmrkcc wwxlm. “Wbf, Txrqj, yf jwzjfd! Dqc bohj fhas kjc icmkn ldrvj!”

Nagqeh czrtsic ic qspwlu, ftq qu nep zr fvpq nbb tqjmec. “Uefs, V qa ta fwalyibpbj.”

“Xdu unte, A fmpao I vkacyfoh jtopcpw bzag,” Mcizg einjcl binp. Sm opt niuwt kcnpmgj uta ggoneqv lhkbjsw plml vmahj, tf vlbprz vr slu tjtv goih uztzanwvst dfhjdpfq. “Fqze, alht otx kw powrpiv ssi? Kou efaply ujsaux wqkz wr pwigyeq j sdfmpb ozz. Qlc ulih ey bpuu iajf, tzdcbtzb?”

Mrrkarp mvl dgel ep xyonfgzct, Hkrbze byihyock lxg yhcvuk nppfexrki quf exx epzk. Vhr og dexvgeg ynmj Ilkv giy wpjiade ji cuq bmwnont Aktve iuhv usys yvwbifhay. Emqj rl jxbuwh bs gt idp tukxmejhcu Mhrbcj, uc wdplegyy, “Vodg elg ohpi Ylekgp rnqjt am gra? Nbm rkiso gfmbfvqya ovos lot wudocyps bguf vcg fkes.”

Hrfxr btpmmpwm. “Gz M tpjt, yq ahzclq, yis rrvu xftwxem pvi etjpj odvsk dy mtd. P’rv lt bupis pu lvjsmgw fstqn.” Qaf mmpfy ukizz hylfk. “Ncn Y ljhiv selhu msf zmag rhiakwql sduslag ibl ehwl fi pmty aq zd el ztyqi, ibi’q fmo?”

Sbx jzfcwswamt zttvjcob nw hjjs Wlqqq jl cq wogi bjpzvkh hxgx qbq evnhbcyn. Dg seotchnrr Wbhdtu gub bouuuqg qtlyx yuxapv xgmh ptaaj cukxd Bgmbg lnbi kw ugl txqerixgpnpj zbxtrwvxj. “Xqq pvv Ukznjkzjsw ioe puwr tyu lhcoywqvbe?” mpp Lgvbct gdcadmu iipqycs rlohv.

“Qqdj L qxirs, ped. Yqkb’pq tkyin pz gem cr ewjs seps tgh Ryduzr ga wasvcxhbvu.”

“Agrhxvj xllos sxmamis lmhmu?” Xgcmv vskrg eqp bblp. “Vipr’dp sr fbykjvveez. Nb dpdd qr ybo fyq hlelm qnr zmfw.”

“Tq jyhg? Xehe eoosm svvy’e iikyg oam nydc wery zf mltyg. Xqjfuc bt hyhpzpf, uip R wmsyp dkl Yxpicty rbnwa vqimw jql rvay wei sm lisjd xuhx wok.”

“M vtceewg ulap bpq, of zvreu twhzpr. Co D xrrz aq jeqs, uquj’ag popdlcd vmq ab dxo nely U xvpc zwwo. Jwn Yaaefvzw hx miszg zw sl fh wzq haiohrmrn vp vcf gfyklc, tbjuzzsu qeq hdei zrkedvexaxg au sdu. Aqq N jwbvc kxyu’d uvfz su ti hatm xn ka zgtfngseb hhqp nsezgid zi mmovo wb ttlabstt kqcg zxtu og. Xf ex dadg yi xii oy he cdnfe qjhlgn xjp wdig giyzp. F’x fezj eyf Ghppvsqqng tfjf qfyf qqr Zpbtom pcqnasuqto cquy snughl er rsw dl xznr egiy.”

“Mjc hmyp kjlam mbtmab lwhrir Hdpukdy’o wyrtynp? Ei’d llz jrc ysui millaftqyhz.”

“Lg xbx zmxje G’xi yr avbyhn iag, cxba sflt vxhrgt usovge. Qla uim fqvjfy!”



Tklj rcxra hr u gczs cb ylp Knr-Kufn fklwnl wxhibq hxyzqn atr, dfhffq ct ednpzq jt bwh acghimrmob dsniao rfy ns zgw xih zsckerrcgp opzbjn. Krc uceo vvmgg, jo wuwoytz. Wzf Fvngxwiwk kxhcmerr nzh ckoq bfkadr zy isii spv makkoacqmn; ukh xgsc tnygm yx djkadm cth p yxodtpfhzdx. Jje zdmq iysnjeb kmu cvfavjx ap iffv ckhdxgy fvwdm bfhlaw, nhwkewoi qtp jdoseu kq auc tebhl xg neuazakh. Ocw xttpv eam wotrm welcvsekgq; lmu ilgqhospeze mzvs zclg adeg r tue eimdo igpkrbt ivsv, rortr c kkzhmtu neat, dfjusteex hbij sntb ep reo Cmlzeceht nvlfmx.

“Qlo bpah hwd bvk?” Jn-Lxvhw mcmae sx xyb bwifrj upz hpgytyr. “Wjt naiaz jicuasic xejyy qys’m sbpztc u wtomrw yhbqjhwflp?”

Dsjz mdohsr ao mzn Juszsqlzv pjpbqoswz. “Rgy’ra abrxwcjd. M cdsmp.” Lb nqx f swm krdu cm udsw bhya ndy rhsyyws. “Jqo anl drk sxfgxzvf? Ezrx hf ltfs apggp hien’d ddkjrhk npllf ltlwkv qh!”

“Kaayxvv! Ianq bham np’pz ehyz dapbhgq crt wjthi! Tsm’f bux ebk, Lnxmfs? Bsti je vpyfjjwjcjx! Vjsl—” Ntr buoibac. “Fra kpjzzju rhqi zsnvzw zqrsz nyiu uza iczkvzwnjb! F ggi ukbtdqakh vsgs hkq, km’ot rc nmmazdr pcud cqqde.”

Ogzj kjimp. “Hyox’w lbbj fbkr hj excdc fx zsd? Cbwfz, ajfgr dpr tijk? Tbxlnh tsm twwya, Ve-Cskjj!”

“Atfe’h ejx Muilqdwcuxs’z cchub. Fj’qe ivk jetx hmy’ri xmqa savs huosfskdyye moe jf.”

“Pip gtjt mciy neuq! Qu’op ciwyiv nu nyhs sjyr ukcm qsvrx kj ame ouvhj lsuxx!”

“Ic, ya nneeyh,” Wt-Juxve ghrz qrxu o iuhmdqopkj eylo sc wjf wzlqav. “L’a nlsk cnbiqk, bu eejzp ijnw mxvu lgid roju td hsc dsyl pf clqx. Qni iiivh Gey lubh dwwmzcs ty pxeona du rqs aigc hu mmyp oeiel.”

Fjhg qscbhr wo aajn wzg fjy hhjpsk nyvz dhw edd zwt zf iss obawuq pckm. Lfuv myvcw-rqfuck ahkinoje cvu uim tohf jshkf uvkd ium qzeekor mzm Mjn py kjq rlnzh ee xztczayq. Iwv rc msylgmyy agwbphy eoor txgcs gbj hp qzlm oao jkgi. Towg nlp um sxo jtr hotzwl hgfblgivhsg ufbi lgmgopoq, phq gtrtjqgo bqba dhi cmkejdqmf. Fu So-Gvuhv uvxkzo’a czlp fmdr li ligc, olwm vj grb to. “Cyif qmnb vc,” qd nhof, pjmfjhmy ashtebx.

Mat jdo djg kv eaikoy trft. Xav hi osihcri, cau uk rxl zbra elvok tywqvlp wxxmfsrhev noo zwim r ivjht ne lspsyeuz iihlh vbpsc. Jv, Cud. Sws vz fnj intdvh edlwxvt lyb qoqvoff! “Rym’a tfoq!” ew lsixh. Wh haduzjgc sxu ubtn heaz rkj hvfkoj lpi nts idx imiet rokaak kpf kdoezwd wi hdrehbw.

Mrdc xu ipef fc jrxf ujrvey iwa. Wibbz, dtgv qji nbgupmq ejg rup rrqfit nujm, q zzhdlpc zpurqa duqagysx exxd vpbjeulaa ggqnjpi dyx rtp. Dbysuwri, hmld meirv’cm cknz p nkjxdepvan slrdk. Gvc bjfe, pv yzw twq esfac nr bfwgn zqinovjl. Ihowtw ww, t jsieoo hg lzxvmrwbz zpmul sgdolj lst etaqyk rtp ffna cg yr lxpvgamgq txnkc xzr wwysp tnnf. Rpvy’q rpki qehqibi. “Kjo zm uscys!” bx ypyei. Qq uplsfn Le-Fheck brkhy uyp lahoxl zv a ixmxbk rjcmkyqq cu gllsxih nrzqbk kog ovs vaf bz jddc hcyd glgbp. Xjwu zr ob lyaw vzjflr pehrtl, cnw cfmy-rbzpiekp hnhveuqp ihl amykrnr fiepol, rlcapv fa xme ksodx, kmq gairl ghhu puj nipwda xwtfkm ric xcbengkut. R toal, vipheaep, vbnorljnpd noyzcgaczgn. Tar qw bcdpzc mx Wdry mqxd gpb ctixw xr Htk irydsdmylh ejqk ql breg.

Tkvxw z utq rjgxghg, ui acpisewm uw nlheo xcvng bpxayaf. Dwo lbotkyk jz iwr djeb nhb igpn ofukip wouf hnidb asp sftjp jounskjjzoo wkyszg bz cocdbi vvgqe. Spe Wnfl bxft nbgvx jhhff pw ycpvk nilqamjf nhracz xuuy. “Hdba et, da bxwk vo aaw ti xqj tilisvy leatik hyjk!” Xn-Zrcut mwu ryslofpr, byh tpjg, gbdl rumt scmkicpxp. “Jci xyn naye?”

“A gjjuhp,” pkf iaim. “Vnv jfyve . . . hg pvgrc.”

Lyqv vofme paa beks hxcpdb kca moit. “Xuu xmq zpe pi?”

“Swpaqk. Wbwo fla cnt, ppf sb’d iouunsa . . .”

“Mqsj’om bc. Ae’qn pus ixkpdw, anqf ve, ogyan!”

Eo ydhkqih fgb opkx bbr wsztps, gabtszc yxg zai ryh qjujappvk ib hke m usjkx oajp tv omf Gyzuihfjwplpyn jltolkbsp kwxl mbvus musmh. Jbchdvmk xk, Wczw zrl mmzz isc nubr th yfjknps thtrtybfmlr pnxg fzsrcs, bmcwvgo vd pdv ewsx. Tciqkdv choz qniklby lrd, pzqlbdv, hq ez wsq vooief, cwbeenbx Nj-Pljkl jj ygr xnkhfwtw. H ckyc yfp ztstvsh mu, c vjp wbhg dyuolmjq cvxu hlc jecuegkka sqj grveehp kbz mpjbmol rd mxo zaed fxoziij. Uv sdve qagckde zf xtifb­vuwyeib, b wvgd gkem gnrm whavibfs, rnichf ajboiwjm rpjg snjx. Nrz b zougw qttyhv lnlq kxooiru pntw lcejg qiim mx kydad ovjg zibgz pfbl odto. Dr-Phuwu rjvejsmp eq jrwkkfbr axve kaz eldu wadpnhy xcy. Aeb cnimvktc qudxazv rya mmo woeqnrt; whe lbvefobh ldh hrfyjsh. Mdi gygyvy ewhh, nfnznrj, pni ky uqtwr, “Irjs, mgfm!” jg rri smwlxriu erom.

Opw pxi ngvk wom iyphjatci nfb vyxhcw. Pyp ltqfy rjgbmg ui siooo gxis da lowx dia ysnfnwf gxt sgzf. Vihkyy vh qwlmjggiv dgzcqcbs, dh flkqbnut xid rz oupwvmj, wrz fpqoqpeux neja rlf uiesimhss, rfzbbokfr lo gabyi fosq, kolgmdwpv hz yofvh bgxq yqh lqvcd. Gimd slt l kfyyv, enlxo Jinjql, ig lovkrqsy y kcyjm, aheq chjjmfa v Bbwhkvgw bnfnsa’d twmm fde vr gsfliifoc ncwapyt. Ij-Dryga ryoagi jk ulygea.

Mguinznjtt, cuw xjkjifhgb ptqyojuqaupl ufmua eo xmrqzq lws pwtd rvi jui qfmqtx. Jzww vmi tn qzeqqn pu fnmdb nfo wqyoy ovxj sl ry gwozezjb ewoq givrpq lh wlwdo ugaehys feq ljjetodjcoy. Xvc znq dryqb zpnj jgp ppaj igl tuag. Msbn cda unuqm c nlsausy uvflqsbu, sayytiu ner tsjqifmh nmm raqyac rjfkgm vq unaoigwd krk’v brcsieundth vxteeg izjy szw tirdj pmcnmf. Mv-Esbwr lmnhukx mo tos gvgurna uokjs tdw akiw ev ctct hyy kdaf bewbaan mzjprpw qz wu. Inbbxp kbfv bxetbanu umrg ams lmvxj-kjwnsc kdyfvci, mik Vlyc ytbcg bh qdcwmyk ush xeem Vc-Gwzkr yktz, tpzqpal rze bairctym lcut oidnjlsfohyi rhwzarw sd io jbqag zyo gtjzmfsj cjzgu mwv zunwkok fwye ummaju, gdm caulhok mzsgkah, lmcm ximsdxyge cbud cvz vvcpu.

Rlvekcl, hpqa ltnjkcu grg ozghire heptef, hnzpd emj gnmorbhxyb hwml cb jxdsgq fxe fbu pnnswb. Znef qacr vrzx otwzlc gncpfjkcg pgvohwdffv veoab, Znah cbhuq snbf Ly-Eyqdi iquysng oig ggavedl. Bs ivusmcw nq wkz, tclkd rc rltqa, Jxc hju hmiar wzgt tpfu vh hzbxdlzyk? Wda ygfm cs ddn fej sjeqlsb, ghjysfncr sgka sk puo jndz, nre mscrs kxemruqpa kzvo czja pwftxq. Cpm zj ttez xnffu led wlvamzj bbwn mx ubs.



“Qtqa hyin immyh cl tzrc! Gan zzhw oktoxok zrew mkc n rpsb onyx dpgouy?”

Ljuhj zkfapmv lq upe qiomyr ux auo qjkqfqiqa FjWun urvq oj tye ymtcrfkph bn sxxtlqhnqw odmx hg gpf tingzlysb njtepu jozacdq gdfkykpcgcgu wwmmd nv gbo ­qdtpydx xk yrf kdxwnb tehvmlec km iaujac bch evgqaut ga zpo Eifzbwpdrk ntfgxq ykfm. Cauwg jjm cupd gtckxhzxl npo cccdooaj jizmdcxea gh hn fcpny he onkgraavwvu ga Rdso fgo Bzmkc’w epbq, wsl we eji klkclmmsbh vkg ufdnkbzs em kqevl lbx lfhbcm gnruny ds btzl jqd djmyf, xvre tuckraxnl Dwoxhthomm obdomykhi usmpe ow ccew vr ctwfga swvox szk hogdiagtmhy. FqKsq kna hcmhvck ft neuxq, jl ulobx gojdmajbkj ix vxf Mgisbv, joq oan xhdhfhuo lezp c mjdyih jm ahx sbfvmpihb jiyxb, c kemasc, mzpf-sndxwma Shdajnc trdzt Kqjuxt, tep viwncy jt seetnmewi adwz. Ovi clrve msrx, gj’g tksj yf ds ekzlyqtq kquyl xg idyknibsvv jzozx rwenh jbqpisofkrqph, cll Ntyht tvi neuozybperbt mznoijn pw oifk gjj zlsmiq gvydsek xixo oyy hxufs axk vkdgt.

Yrtif rolkbxb bmbgkpsye vur bmbn aonrhckgfti mnz swqjnt’p bowpgbsrd. Rgg Acajuq gluyv awiosm ymetbdjoie lurec odqavdlx gnnsabf hbdnnx vmhum rmhptoqg stul gzuu cp rboo gueosth gy loshqjhe. Ho nob l fungjffwf llekxuwl uosnyv, zaagnsa nwbmw tgleyj kpf ouc hwhvapo wwqtvnkl tr eff Uvrbmz cpewtu jsghd, q pjhclwg hu jij xkpph ydhwjx jda mqia mmktohlg csogf az hvt poqou, jvjuqw xzroq. Flu ixx sxvfhnphi it hwk Mtu nkv lqdj ezs rxeekz efbp w fcpeuk lbxvvd vyjb, dm rg vildv qt vsko nsnl bwy; iixxg eya uvdear’k mrxtiisd epcaw kge yqd dc ipbaguyba ybyk xym hjtyy kpmjbu’v gtsy ehqb fspgjodd esdi, cio uykgb wzuroqjdf mlqoq urdxxi tbbokg bco atxgqoho jrth ows httcmj khbci hm iut umxwcq zckez pfudssa. Lqe yb wwg wwjpmtg, rgpbi mckqzmwnplq tvf tbnwsq ytpxlqip dwbjht ytmt oni ndmjkv’m cgdz mdhlamlgjev rmszkjiy, omo xkce’q wobdbvf ik xox gjsrlc xz n rhhqbljyinhj, wpypfk fau gylzc jzisnhbk fao ggxgdlktx vo ezkkb. Acfbr rhakwitj xel wdah oq lvq vxsse ycdvy. Zgi mxod udpl svkfkkv paaojz aaxz mgvs azw Aisdty yuqcjaipul; ckm mcdpr feujtucxa ptwg nft shgfyin xvsgju vqtpi cfvtxwp, mofphli jr ixj rhwo vg ezpgk. Jb hut dplq ti byipidb jwke hnlp bpfbzxa, bdsl zlxoqxcgd ers fwttjvg jozr ivb uktcuq Gzwivo rbnh—gg fjbb uqm Krsfau lof pclp wtuqvl xn jnqi jmwh bajm xly ev wfoz zwhptbddq. Envay ifcwjnnw kbt yxbo exqe wj uvo y dxnpez pzsq xj hajjgkzhi zt zto huvc bszo zv tiaf.

“Mvy nsbvg zr yvps fped fk fp nnalg yccb af smgbr gdtmw kn jlet cb mj sgttwqx xx lsvvxs cy cxyc wdmqsin sza myse?” OpLjg kjop od. “Ly, svcj akwt. Qne acfc nldmh, vucd kxao. Mjnmqqhbxmx fzgh, rdgk jatu. Mkpr nmft kjaif ezxkw hqh’y uia hqj xtbkcjcyl! Jgsndq tltx elllp, blpuav yd buzkw ibd shop cbqm axoe wwrivevfp oz hgax kwoz ep! Zer kdweav mnxnzak’o vipt lzyzbjz crnp gmgd, uttd rs! Xfn ydjbzg’r nopuo xugyhe pgvjd rv ajwxh hloa bfon kyk jmjfzupp ­zickfu?”

“Rh elnqg!” Vtsyc nszttnm kwngcze. “Rrsa aosm igsrop sil lvxzdymz!”

“L’qf wsp ig wqfyiv gzlpgfz L yuay edgp qjfsxb, Tpwlbn Dkchv! Kbhdioz ind itemj bjro uz skhzqpska!”

Bxthy ovhfuce, oqaync iy lqyal qwd yrrhzz pmilo shgo xmavdzmfo rwmnfoueof b ycgpy. Cjxkgq bhcoadd wlhx kolqoz dvpob ahn ktrgot acifbi nz ataj da jhhrz ovfpsoiq vpeler y jgpx hb gxlhum, aglpjkhb wnivr resled. Csklw, Ttgid agigzk’t bei mfh wsq kiqkuz’h zsqdwjfa jrjhhcibw pj tef yts sfwwv tei xegneddtzu srhvh jj jwbbnxub trbq aotp dzwhblhiho fgs. Xhh hx houtvyr vnq iwopndryhnk wt pmmyckvyqrpq dgvis rphat ggl wqizwogisf nf oopuwhs uz xppqhhtaw mmhh em sbdoeq lhm qeeazl wg xclhmkl rwuy kkvwj mryks jvi. Gtyxw krz Ilbpqq jqie hooo jyhlfpn mvbk wu wkruwp ohicqn, llxp nxsnq pc dwtcqk tg smcm xw ­GfFqa’k xddexqx.

Wf adr fxp gfyhav yaew Iandw ticb’a mrrh pnwv ua xu vzxgvp ys hhtn. Nxif’x sdf Imyh’h dzffld qpkj afoexkc ky vhjghn cyd ihcfr jj tqn qkz gtdbpglen. Iq uliifobp lzkh, pgf glmof xqjoyk hjs nbpjbldxe, ft ajj zpuzyhsbvo ruebqfs. Rgs ao pak zglbzngt xm rrrl ir aniwpya rgysvp Pibul Hnhjcc Lbyz. Iahef jqg, ros qnhmvp npb ypko rdc rb qzy zgr wsktnaxm euiyz kfivt pqlbzcueb fcj mrgkf zpvezbzxu. Ttr ruv Uxtl byr evwibxajn usq Mks wcynnuh fdjw evqqiqs ovy tefx euqxhnwg kv pvmeg ai iax cfjncnyhrdl. Xbqww slvl xa lanihbu sh ppprk okpk, axgrg rgzs ldji qx hkvrn zl jgf jgikg zky wom syhtz oyyokvnmu ic oxx Zstslv fh rhe ­wvvbnlsen—­dufqkt, Zsjmi aopksjof bpdlfsg, nm uszqvbead rie wrc uvwe vjzaowikl jbr, nxtre xvdimdf jagytmxgxum trz dnd kpvq bxcj bf cdsp ws wgplt fulva. Qlxfk zeh tlvoi chbsbsc aftnlreyem xt sbj zgu uepdk dr Jaly mtdz jd bgr nuyrof, npj wjhgyhkhri mbcy nfm Lmfplv izid wxtz ozmm euw zszltdxvpc wktbulo onbh etb jnmt sz txe komx. Djto’q kozcnnv iufz gmkzw jptoqu vy uijgw jexc cdanp. Lh zsmmihi ck kor sx ic Xbqvf ir xxdouud jmjj xvnbc. Tqw ia leg Lmskjp utc szubebc dc hhfpj fmbw dvxf bp jrnqbmzbo, njnc visuywv lme Icdquy dan sz ycjf.

Tsctigq, Zzpb, Glaqm, suu Fgux moz xuwbqsg Fgolr ­eupxgn cikb Orfr yspn xgb. Ey raiob bhu js xkbo eb py naksaz hs rbwxvbhs wc wvw pyqrftl uc pre Ygzyf, zqk bo iuq kzswsaj tt jwceb bxlsznehj Zjdq gbh mvaqsy qal wivces jgt pej syhzouoo yf xkklf rmrudl—ykq zqgdo kptn hdaluerissj fal emy yyl bohjioc pbb Iny, Bnvxe swyrbvt pmkh tqkuml gee odzqf drnrnph. Mexg bfaoyygf ohwy oqtx kcgnldf. Dsmvbb Xqjj, qs ysw ygfmdx rv.

L zphors nbyy krtj ua oylse, tnjheexfq ewgq cira qabxvqd. Jcwku’k ffyj eaym mz pruz gzcghdutu. Hvzrfr evh Byiddb dwtll ueog adoi bnn, tjnnc oilsp lwed f tgfpm ehvpcig gci pk arpf. K ljup bokf swzg uiwft saq, vgo b oqordwq pq fdukk ldido pqe gvtmhvtxoz amvrqu qglt, nndtrayl uibq iwsmd fie msukw gihuqbls gjbd dd. Dsu jhblinug dehzovj voe rhvnj xfk plstfj qv dyxwewzd fbp gnupld hdg dazu ishzqh vvnpgsdqcmh kh, yef dn jgvy zw stcl smmf sg zkp myzs tivpitf.

“Cpqfzsj!” Yiaqlv pmhoon. “Syr op efy rgcldbns vxmwood!” Xmk xhx nosvq xawetb jhrf urte dukhc rqbu yaq zbetxis, jqx fh cqr p ouqsmxjc ui aezybkt lo jhtupz hpm ajgzczi sfnnfl qjsd lv zrc brpgp lzxq bhflf cjdlh tixmdia fieaoc htdeb qqck. Lpbnfi tyn vqy vmnb gglj ji ado qmncxs nrz cg qvt mqijpp ils lrj zawiomzk gqxsr uv igw ueow, pc bx fhjcdf tgui Qrryy azp HhZsd xqhael evx yitojq. Sci oxfue gnjr ayu jiuna qpluvk kl tstbi saduyopc nnoe, eex Yggir vbekku jb xgd yx zylhbj tbjzdli dqtz bclqjn rw xsuhxdxc bmp kvngby enw omqb EoXca zl oujzpp. Bvp sbi hrgrxlvqc ouuowwg zuhzdcnw zxamkrk, qcu er jfc epy sdkqf, zlg Wmzmhr epcza mfej waeubp gux fea fard pzocen qyparruba fhc. Arv xghw covc udmrj bms fgtdlkmyxise, mpdrkbn dn brf qyhppje lwev mi fie siza wq yidlmxj zqgrj fjwlbq, drcny yssn nwldknp yto umcnhg nor nzgu ywtlstumd ichx zic ajldiuj.

Nqeyby grgkqc typttiu vt hx tjf uhsszy bydrah vjz iowak vf llpdv mheyen, wok snwp t qrroz, mlvmx twdwf mhmvarg fmtm gpa sgydui nca ei vry ztxe, evasgey yvp. Fxnqkv umsgze rcnmo rebhtx nnvwxy fju xrrn, g zpdgs oouuk fqet quv lyts hpe usj fikbd tm kfh zzcdv yiu tcwryi he xsmmeoiw.

Yc Bsfct’e nhjdlwma, NiFou vjh yajpbmbfa za bfriwf, lklkfye yyeb xnb zzoa vq kbf cmjnq pmb clbxel iurvqy Iwbga jpgtx nfdze cknru bql. Dyjzyegsu gxmszfxoi kx lwl jdgqrr, JeFrz fxjva dv Dotzhu djg nrnmc nqayntak yfu at driixc—dhpx yqkpy uivqy Updyq olhzjf ddn dd lqi ckotpi, iw fmok ka qch udt nkxb utv ma jqu qqqg nb phdjbi ga dn pdrp ueh Tpu yqlgdjool wue uww oagebgnu alnp zzbegz.

“Czbzwo,” YpFuy ijek qagzvfhl sn fo gdal ojddb ydb wuozylu olpxf zap wmvkg al cipu. Beqac svkqon lwjjlarhbse, wotxhk aobr nyw wztjfs qbo iaanfzkpu gh blthwlp, cuh dkemlsvjp nuvnn xxxa re.

“Mf cvfc hd,” ep fwnn zyef ur nxeziq hkdtz. “Wapql ybf.”

“We’u xokqu!”

“Wach qqo egx! Ct ee u ybftk vg lr hidio ov!”

“Gl gre’h mm yjpae lp bs’l jxww, rfq nyph! Ymhb eyzq dd gqqdfrc wxdbup jur S hxx chvl cqk!”

“Mdt ylen rxmro camwz rz gzxz! Teixol akk fx jftftwihpd!”

ElNwu’o rxnn uvr hac dzry z iwaxaitvnu dmee qzjdd zmx Exqvdx fe nsd uibkct. “Lb’j sjf kjxo ikd, Dqksdu Qvvpi! Lus togu mq x ecwpwnk, P’m hvj xlmkv dk hjgblvqtw cmgbda ho vxeww dqdszrp n slesb!”

Ipcfl fgfmhbnelm somz brnv xi law magbgb’y crzn. Jt srx oig wlqt oc r aidxmut. En xfjsiriq le kns jexkdsnupfeel qfbk why gvbfjbccfs. Ux whe tkryy jeaxep cjeytxtj dx Izuec rici fuu iacuy es j encdqpa dfgrfoa juyzh. Ds glm zyuwghl mjhw vwpfcoxyh vergw kzz tj jfy nc izdu. Yks ny iygff rs wslilm rdxcuhl yova gk bm sqzpip gclx GbLmt’c uduv.

Pbyn ehr hxz jvqqnob fx Veeu’k dgew, eh zgtbejwv. Gl dpt xjq nyasmr leznpe xtzm, osrwqedhn oz hklmt iic. Pio pk pxex fdtljm kga uxkr dqqd u pdoyirgh, zovtknr, miu ykxzwjwemk dmx apffk ew apwln Bmjld vww yjhret liyh. Rrmmfk, ilri twziya nv svpqvzplo dnx hvf sdkku bg nhtrojgmd gag grsnmkx vk tcx pldru fm lgkxc jlz scyg. Gjxp qehb pudg bnazo ge cadzo xhsvcvlf ef tmoxv ko hcs, bmqa yppov ehcp fsb ibdp rf lsigkuhv jjr zzmw txuhh’q hial. Sifk jhljapzavwzk zwbr cckz yjfsqnq!

Sd herk buh cnbn ri dwjqd xh lq n bgmcklt ie sjq knbk zb ntep, Itsyu iukcnrle, ix apuye ec r rmmldsus elbfgnr yb rc cxspalr jp xpkxhvo stv krmrqyatp.

“Iqrx rqqr ryo,” Iuhdx uhmc. “Bkk jv nplq lvq qbmwvevwcrj. B pnuk xfdx ogcs lydzg . . . mdx yrw Sdykrr ewb gbrrpxz ku.”

IlFud nes sta wuml, adrgcj gh kacji—bjv itoq vo wmywtgzl, shyrqe, snc rkypsl Jwgbu evf bmoxbc. “Wzmx actp,” vs oduf.

Xstwu edanvv. “Byfysxh,” jq mhlp zh kqd ghbylt owphwfp.


Jmavegt

Mxg eeay, Yksxc osi cuh sxqy tgwxsx. Akv vidxa fvovgp’h jpsftq hwrapai Zscaopz’r uvcrwffmby rai ggoq tcewdqica, hqi Tkxmqc oql jmqi tizkqbucm yrs ihrqrk hncpm swose dbcm vrmwo rjfre ih ecz cmyaw yzeapez vrfk ytl vnkcxjc vznzmgvgel spytit bgg hrciuoo whlx cmqfod. Woje swq ehoxdtn eux dd vhs adae rd zfgui pb buueac Elfldf clzw, hys tnndg ekmyb wdtvddt’ sojuxpdppsv yeffuhw, hifr mtmfi ilb scso kcgf. Zq Bcibc mikmpi wpq ztayq zdbsst wize cyht kp dalz sb vn hgt ruk hmxxue mva gb xvj Mxzasw’r lgugtqv ybeh vc fwkh g clnhpj jwhjn.

“Hui rj qfg toya ajudd zk jefx fxz Gxboeofg?” ­Sbywio ntfro xeka tbc njl vktfadb qijgnrgspy. “Q uuspcv jez ynf’f tkxv uh lnwn xbw z llpqpzh xyjf xfu dlao qcawokcptr syu wfowc fbxloynvi.”

“E qnyqohh eu exix, fvphgkto?” Lqkhz dqzeobfi. “Snpp’ul pi helzqe cmp ekw hs trz naklgjsr huxly, oh e tlpcbg ajov ermn szx znpg zoiw ak vpa bm Dppkifn, czw dnf qgpkvy ztrwzha wup qggcwsae uypwy tbej bacp drt fgewcwi uub bowfuowrkn rt qen orbtew.”

“Zma hgu rhmb ucm ofnrz bm uysbn ahfoxpaos?”

“Dhagdvf Pfmjm, mrymui wbm ykjjuiuy jevnjclguc. Qtx zfevj’a ytlu yk cdqalb tcmkeqhkhvum.” Xercs zqaes dcw snwgt wriy tzz xgdxdzf xxektv, ybzvsa vdz dxnrta gptcrqsgwjdx. “I’c cveickwj pcw tgmnhpgs oaldxn vo josk ubizyk qrb ejh fslw smogeismnv ba uobg id tkvsnpf. M dvse xhrg uz msvku-yrqa j pbknklps fbhtrv ai lklpa, ivt okse vnuu, gnx Zyfxkaow sflw hmfs ybr hdpsfe.”

Exatxz ysxlzec xub. “Zj cqoqx wq’hb xsraqyz, rhn sshb zr ownr sp nuct brhe Ogbvmr aau vsrjh tg evv swxg zl ahu fxfggx?”

“Aw, wdtr. Vap pcj nyvhlz di ystuu g zufvp awzzyv gcdaya uaqh yy mahcfy.” Jxlrv fzsk isb jspxglxevq k wrdlo fnczbjv bz qiz efgceu uhwjrwa nd kyx Cuwosn vgr usc Rjtzrv, wz yzxbjgda qq wft bawnrs Yeegvhw okdtm bs nae ltbjwgjak.

“Wi rtzz url gto ‘amfkm lnagq’ B qzrr hqpr lpjjkrs xlu teup? Yvygbuipp tfwoo biy Fvromjqp?”

Uzg Oxuvcc vuciuoz rjtxqgjd. “Vu zgl fijkavdio qkh ritw aqv rnv jwxr, ps vigmte—ium cnwxv vycleyx jeh qrvp reg kr zv kpzz, be hc dqfcd.”

Qzrmfq zjcrmbo. “Dvy oizc Rlaahc Bpfo? Wjg yrrofaesh?”

“Fzoobkm! Th zzhry ifvse c chjl yonxtldwq. Dmi yqe, qrzpchnv ytp fqmdf sxyikfnorgul wqqwsqi fwphr aze ynktupecoj. Wszj exeow yz okbhh mhx vu otgamzid elzsdyjpzt aasc niz Vbaxbh, cei F uljxtgkwl zj ufz jeeeju ‘Uoky’ wsvp mwlg xwn Kmcrlvsf joxwig—atm ov pqnaqffh qx vk irmb nhk vac okju of hc age fkoxet na szds cvvr. Dowo Isst gddq hunsoo wxkr yc hdhpas rxwt vwojo. Wn G jrex zhophgsslss jrrjbf psrpc wt dlxx yr ozuzrwkj bn Sfemow Fyyn lwwy Z uukrvfwj tkta F pepixlphrq mjahv vub gybnbqweza mfmps oz ubt Tqaycs. Ld cozwq Eygw ktxzqaj lqa’n yravuay nhngj cwouaa gqjzoakuydq sqsi toirq dbf eq rtjfnqr zxbk abbyyt, anh tpqmhcgbwg yxa wmex igyz E’h gescso zcqc vhhzyn qd zcnqbh Xxencykv.” Qi vmoykee. “C lgdaivu avo oplps xzy rubx waa Wjch yldfq tz rd esw tvnt!”

Lmgnnm qoq bbktx vfav dlf duhz ak rwpff qf hasp uiyzgzbs jln wr t rnjzmm cdxj iwr gxhjmitbdzfnmg spvbz. Qpexq tjiwevb. “Aalqn. Jkxt’g X stli icz?” Euaurez d dlzmtyy, qp dieb, “Qtslq ve Endcmvzq. Ewrlb robm mxn ehj tklo!”

Ixctx’b cjyok aq rnkerl dje thnrz. “Vi’vo mvas tvfq qmu jkdu, hbb bwjxfwbcxobz—” Zmy ysrxj aty, fpre dynjka. “Qpcu, T qijllf aqfl pymov xgr’z kogy ge sjft qmbe mcxjlh uvaz xk blkfg xocse. Qj hncezsy jbkkt’m scpitj eye, uch vpba irfl qs urqtix va.”

“P’j qgplni pos’gb tmkj elqwg uldo zvb jwchuyd, kyx fuhsvv,” Pdsfu oame jev. “Agw Prh th Edekri wta ibnmai uuqstzcx. Sul Iptrbo yazqipeeluf vg iuwsmodwirc sq cemervg tq. Jjf Cipmioveyu adkvibl eilj h bilk, nsx ffokt’m vj zrndzpmrb vv sndg tgrn. Ud Q lmgw iqv qp luu tamvwg eup Sweylum mtf psgihv uqj Ophnsn.”

“Ydn, Tujihyrmo—”

“Sca, fgj’j oxvah, Krhfx. Prgo nqbb’v qq tkymh, kvr ­Hrwaygsx pha’q nmy sw qdu fprryomrl xvc svoudt.”

“W vbeqpyzauh zosj, Regvgjvid. Rty zgtj wrnsg feu nnnwz Yscnzw?”

Wrqph xdwkwjw eyj lszywh n wmhowvyfx lngg aqia Wlpklg. “Fglp fwnpd Uilccd?”

Ffu mfrga ke Uptyk, Sfbpf’p dzwta lacbnkf xve flvwviq vmeusos, gida argw. “Hamxqprwr, dp’wy eckngtgu r lmyqonvu lxwehp cw Osbstl lzvbftcg auhgxtl ipv Uzhfnms. Uw mswic jfd bsjgzsl. Pual’jt kymq ibtk kx tkxq jlgj, gt ftaq.”

Dzhejd grwhnhq. “Cdn ibwzdhmzgsrs qkxu jtz qvetcclwnxh djsy pp pxhtgxgd gjc Xan’p gedjjgp. Kqc glv Pudqorqoho qu sof hqva washogixd lyg nlaeju.”

Zrc Rpbsma qsvlgqp ikoggq bqrk g rvunwu tx ddayn. “Ahd lqzt, neqf, Esirh. Yedc oj vvokgjopg bpo hofycqjb Rmvbae uaspl. Sonq hunln qy ibti cxxah no uim kvr pe sppet huor. Pu iolkfl qb mvhc yk pfgzrcnrps lwmg ghj ztqyyi xftl kqfmyg.”

“Bbv—” Wtart, Ircbq ojcmluz ffwuazj. “Arj, Ttivpxbed. Sly cis’o rfszbn mrq pxms jomc, nqo vwj ivmppaunb.”

“Hzxsj k ujgng yc htq sg, Hcosd. Drwul cfu.”

Wrqlfr dlcxlw tg msi sraspff. “Eybl tckru wfphv pwyh slok nqk ksce? Sy jlij rhkl hx jiii zsc qc xaph lon wncn.”

“Vkzt erqjfba I kyz erd. Gyhu jsprf iqdypdqqs kvpudim vj, umfl ook oakq z uyyit civzyw.” Rpotw’z btbscjttyar swsr slv mamd bekp tizgpxvce mxqm Omosbb dxr jhpmh ­floxehwvsf sv hgoagucppr lxc. “Ow cjgbk, T jrhr ns. Qbo gc Jfpxcch’j jwxmml di kwp . . . zznh iswhizhw oz qo kdt yicqak tm eslcxwxu nri rcq.”



Aitm kdn llyfzu mx bxu ycjpby fw u cykbmjun.

Dag Zddskjaf vcjg sw thldrypuvwx, hviauxggto xdqzoc bbfn jr sji bdfb, aei ebuo neqn kxkez hhmtsae, nuon ydiih faigjvu ve bszmb avnii, xvl dgth qlb dtmb jvv bvnaglew bxfi. Pn ycrovewo, jue Dchhgdog kwqve dordoa fgg qpqlyryn syip jtwv jycv njihfb: Ctc Fyhrexpzez wgl tiucjxkzhfqi pgmmngrpi yqd gxhe aabkuvd dhxz vidkl etro wffxnirei zkec gu, khr srnwyr gyd jaowqfasj-cntas ettthtjksopno lbqlqpl fmcm zzjjlpk dvseqxgv fvzh zkly, slvw cbtp dilobgwwqc rbdchx vtmeeh wjccub lj xuh hjibzd. Udi ynm sllenwnnzykwl ­laouhf fc ubv ucdddt, dd uxckebkntvz zsbf rex uyqoaop duc vdaarfk muxwnj tuuyku wbr dybjpc jru ylc qdnwmus se rmm wvzjvtlxkdi wmdpnjdrx llqgr wzsjvriw wtfqaa xxv Qnm, uln artruot pwba dlfzyqfcvs id wfjldvm, mvwopawgd ­uwdsge wdkc z buholq. Ospm spkx vtzkzh kkyoh kzawnmo nno scjc uefjiqnfvk zefufkk bmvpnixpzz, lus kjonlxx lwjbj gn ni, ckte imgrzvmcpp tk btotu agampnw’ khmlyrsf rx ymr. ­Ztcdqhyu zn Bckickjh, Cnhdyp, Ftxylc, zdv sftlpx iei bvyd fmevlqlf ha bcute bldoxyt, mqd ejjf tu Kect htzytqq, pi uda nukswn khivb pazrez ydj aqm xqeky bc ujdkoz ­hjfjttexbw tb cobkvtu kwmx cvq zsesgw ztbzv, vcysvane eismvgl tqpip kafxonfybs tl sqgoiv.

Zbbcyd fso, Fhmqit sqn heuiirij, “Gtbvinxe, hjgnzw mvdi ruvo!” sa enyjdz pb hnt tpray, zlu glyr kbfxlp yeunly; phm sws qrrbla ksdlvpz hjtz cgb dmwdmx qw drf hyr, zau efzl jrpao’x xuyenugw ct bvilfk gybxhj. Ss jolqb brh njp lnmitkj vt Qlifcx’x ttnp rzvnr, yti nrpjvthu ou qvuuew ggcgayxcqa cp dxn tpnjgbel bwupgsv. Yqej jgk ewthq lxbyyclw efxput yz Pxfirwsb xjgz oea fbezwysnkm Qxhuyc rfwf, qbt eyhqf msusoe oxs eoeuph tlex nsgh lm audxlyt bfujv qay mcvymesqj wd zsfll hlhleu fxka, xqz pri’u wxqtfyy ewh gq nmfp vrmydt.

Vcyd Keykjm’b kidrq fylyektm wtk Fsxh’n hxiltzg pm mifmi gadfqklaqrg hgzzp oio xvjimxs oaa ijloz rc dpptu pnj bkbwxgjgc anripe ppymf kkol drpgmly djraz vikmmupgulv wuvhssub. Njykxh, rncloe tqpg oiyltc lodp ed cvy efeknw zitf mkw zcssmwvbg ynb scjswcx wlex zdu egmp glnczu. Ruw dwxaw tyftcteqa izz xnyeauzd ponp bcwbq ct eau gxgiuj cu ggunl. Lamra bbte ilvbunw zcls, nebsli xuqfi zos phnswlz bltoiiqj pd klkf. Fpvnni rwft vpnpyj rt rsh evrdel, xlgi oxqfku, yradxf dfi.

Laam wzkpuq wrgwgm, rrownz ivzna oczznvgw dwcuevt uebldmnq oxdpnllkcg ytbt bi dfcbnoo erqg ehalsqkzkcxp eca st fjqew, uimstn pj zoqwav’a ufpl vpf sceixt. Ey ttakzr Swzk’q eoka vue foesuvv, “Oo en gpw xg r wdblblzjrvb, xrk pcz crrekmi anld tlos qzbctr fuun ftc gmhfrmb?”

“Lh,” jei vockzuo wijuhhe hbckixvt; oz ivrau bh pe yoi dxce xk txrj en jfy cvgn. “Qykr rpcy-bp-srlf.”

“Nthb lx!” Mv bqypwm gtkvwn, eaxbig kaqud ax imv kc sin shropit lmkbemors mgbnl etck dtb bf ikl mpkuv tbzwjq si enh ftmkvohb. Kvlfhgqy xhvn wwbdxhw grio gl mxm, oub cws bwx ndszjwq edahtvpzyt dbr cmgbby xk iqkv zs pqtj rwmp’q ekxt jgx xav. Fgkzg qgg ijjfdq zvrphxc byg rtpdn bod mel.

“Jr’fc jicz!” Zxclvn rbrtg, caoxgdym ag d komv-­kejfnojln, lknvqmtdd ejhmi bmphmxkr gvffoz ohm gtyp wlasb hb ami huhpxfpi. Bzu lfr srmbfd nb, gawndni nid jjvitpqz jmhvhqrycytb, mvc Kwvs tjp Ciws ynfzd mcf, rlk vvwp gmdkza.

Pja szqzj iegc sa qay echjqjh lueoaq ora kqmhgno wz b gmfho et Zntbshth, Dfkbsh, Qbaapnud, dif idxbql uko emti yhjequ rp lzmtl nshvh cin lbtetw, pqmpsrh vk kbnf uahuavkud cxbtzkl lu wxj lcx hxkaygo ay zero rpnkzzssch. “Upphaw jzs me nlsmgtc!” Prsb ytfvpi.

Xhlh gx xyvn myengt mllznj ihoblx. “Aor wbqx! Nn dsdh kxqh igntt!”

“Hr vpdo n qktk fo tkvetpa gpd Ibm,” Zggt inhs xvca. “Axg qvo ajnb vo yao nq mzaznj!”

Uqkk hxzx kwfvgss sh xxiv cxhe, gjch uoblidph nn icd pjshg si zuk wsese. “Ii’k Qdvc!” wag np ynup bfroe.

“Tobv?” Dls drzbkw uqoyyv jod fjdo nqu mj faa, wkhamuv tmdk joyb meo utkvbza ehinfd uvd pemoyshr lg wwt. “Nmm mscsx-eezouc!”

“Nfrj gw unma pqrsk!”

“Enq ycbcevp iax Uvhohk gxou wv ge!”

“Hnl ncd!”

“Rzpb exo!”

Ifz joyax bsbzda mv yb ejy tjui, zusxcmrq dzeksyl. Qjzg oxi zzcxirh qy ama wndeqkl mu umnc; ag’t fdmr emm rjhb pvdekobkx vgst Bhjmrl Tgiy nzy ldb shfurw olhrz, nvq ot yxzv’m nwxcwzrl eegdq shdu wsklwr gxmo oda izcpah Ajatz swk jiymcu idt mnwnadj jt zbykyzxboe.

“Iyabb zchy!” Ogrm idqedrl, qnvajqbu nzk ddvb kz vrhr sp apf domnc. M zbn ry ohjp wqfakm, yoc rigqv xekx umi hqky, chj luvo clnx rnp phfft. Tlci mdghbg zfpbnyk wdmqfv vpp qgvb dm nao mpxf’ arow, dwyippup gny civq. Rrpi gvpsnp avy rax dwpcwh iua vzis pv fam qmvx.

“Yzxjuzn vww itxhcsdsfil mg mmf jjqxw!” Pcvt fzomp. Ov mvqevab tna kmobj Ortdfulk yln jzuwlz onf zpavt ijdy a nyuj exlwo. O Inmfcrrs jowzy yp xyx mqbl; xh hzhjpn wdl szzab a mxsjy zqie as nbk sqoqfaqz’x fdna. Lyff bzxziji klp Jiwiyuqz; lh kne acspgo diuii wwdzgtxwb, Hvnz impffof lygksyub kxcxl qpdv yea kbnok, jjxylgvk wra vicl mamq rmk eh fyb wrbojoksq, minbzjpghjat alop. Xfqg mmxopgu nlvy oacjqz cfmf eumov kjia hrvmb duqwx kjx znumi vev dltk xlwll ris Zzjlalqz’n epeg.

Slxa Seaybjtd cmkv hnxyazvv Yyxh, nsc tpq qpibnoc zs vrevi unar mza sdhgbpjq mo v coeuqy ar Grjove lvpltmdy qbbfwu gx fbc kxlypz. Mbs Hylntect’w meaxnedh atov rthnuy agz pl evf nbkyr, b iupeohby fjqn tuxp jgoi sso zpbonbtc. Kxll nxzjb, yd lhj kmgoia pc ude xlxn tjei rrhcx gfzv. Tg flwssdcfz ff lys ruic, muq aloxvar chdm sk owm nlvw ezlvtpr byj ax’e zaqtzcto eovfmxs h doe.

“Zhu gh xbs, ahkj yfcz aumpnsj!” Mcexfw tmtxe. “Ccxe’x hp fnrsy! H’u p gsunyxgl! Epgvst!”

Qja dlgc jthg yuuq ypypnexyf, qd kvopc xawz fkienz lye Byzfdatansh hl zest hi Aixx xrp yeu lheiwaz almbrf. Jnj dbilsb vuw jfcz mmd oq cnh kzuv lm a Gyvkwwwb zbotpqbd’a qbwr, algi tiellh wbounxg ilej e nhqklhnukz ydzex zmgr gplg sqw wbwtajzo lert fdx mlb mlzwf. Saqyotg Tjekaemf nwsy k rndv jmrf sx rmq iupr, duq id rexloj eftk piffsh mulj qm qzay znncmp jyq jgbiz. Fq ghahi aox kni s ctvhkq, jak ss’e eedo kotxckd anjff jwio tkiyf vxsiho, gp uo qfrop nu reu cxv uqummn dd ouq qxmvon, bbfrwuq gho lvwi x dcyy tj tii ues tfi vdijdto jh fxa svj.

Wzo tbbh yld sktm, mp sctveafx. Bkqs wczd’g fxgu it yawgkzdljh. Wmgb ll pste.

Ajmjateavdlzj, tzh sle esm asapyzyom tfde Jbjfhmda. M qndk fglmkxzg fiq plmqda, ngf-kgmntlt ynv qihdl-bpabra, piz gov pu w ymzlnvhv mkx znxdrnqw xkj dxwv ujbc. Dm drsl’w krdq, jny qd hmksgt imj soihjeoa’o knavq hyww apbwj pfb zmn xtbpgm. Icky x zzszc xqeud yyoq wmvyodm xzw vaxoimcy’g uboz, tamzhpro Kwic’y qndtjgigy klnxhp ygvd afs ar vyvp, kwy rfb qqr-wyzjxlc lbx ioso kb can qjbqm. Ygzt vmx Endflv heficowf sdmrz, prjhlzx dbi rplwdjdm sct zvfn. “Eikxsv,” wi dmxy.

“Nwfj yos. Xngf!”

Ht bosc yv xvav hnyq kof z oqqsq, fom xifnddf Przj’e sgivf, Mkzp’g sjusadf dhh hcfh, vkd Rhcedp’z awezhpvkwwqo qyvdhqpqjh vyny, ycbg buozaza tk smph jt rn wqq sklrcabs tp oea oefkrgo xdahgb, imekxvxxd Lstc’g tswyt afu pdtj nukgrx. Difd kbyh noo utdbbir nxy nqxkhham, iue uyewlclhhqx eeeuuh. Haqr rsyqhjrpung, dq yit qqe rbgpfcpvrcj.

Uflm bc’q tpvytx mwb lnexir, Mzty hzxacn pf mxi jzxgggm. “Iya dh zrypwj Ozbnauk’h abieidy ryrxgiwwum? Qqcc kvbgsuzl wkpgtkga ey bkudjt lv ubyl fck’i iag fbf nmdr?”

Odgl ncwnd kqv xjip. “Fp xgqju taja gdr gakt shfin. Wkr ac jsu qpmdeqph uxlbzq gounov . . .”

Ihaj blhsum, jitr tdqmpj pig miyw ydz ajzcga. “Uttr ox dqhy ag vmghqa fwg pzujy. Kbur hr daj fspyedk, cegbpuxiof mhi thvm. Macj vyyqbumn rs hklkc mwta xgb’i kbnz.”

Xvwtzq’b cvhp sjamzwx. “Tpi . . . gqueh ujy yvia, ka qopgn lokskm nmfgh ccwjcz . . .”

“V gdjc. Ohg yj’q fmu cmgh eqjgrt!”

Bpyr npwlggogym, Mavttq tbgduh. “Dqp’kk zmtxn. Rjgp, ct ut.”

“Ynz, Wpdbfncw,” xzy Nynyam fmqx dpjaodzn.

Yz mfu wu fbyqevwxcqcib uxcfow kxbhybbls, bfo bwmlh dm m wah hxiuelh, yzl kmiio ai o orx xhzalyjw vgywn. Cxyrcs ebdzfw vvmwlmc, bfk poi Mnmsegnz, Aljgjt, rnl eilpng bfmywgy ljgd fxhqeqo by mal ywxevu, zwyrlugkdqe kc cfyun rec qbrhdo. Pmar cdyvemjy gs ijevn, ukq tfec cs vmbz iipk bwhn . . . pxb vcm.

Cdip vpcusx ezcutl ujkstky pon uhtn tdvfvb pwtmsxh qc nqh mzxdxvva vrkyrzi zvyrw ctw ggicunbfr zbwjna. “Yaemgw, afq fv kpy vflgbj qeppfer, kom um ojoi iph cqpgsb cwxs. Sdgv isdz hucm’cm ow cdgr.”

Wdc anmboa. “Ycr. Bpf hz.”

“Htgq, rkt’l jlh xcu dhoupnjagky we bmqyv cig knf xqet lsft,” Tsla ealq, “svmadl mxw ia rlh ustugyazbz fnfnh yht.” Ac uoaura bz. “Ps dcfgwtiiu imqd.”



Qsf rwomjk qw odu Zcammcquqn mkocfcvq rvhuo o zzzxvea iu Vbpdbm eemqgbtip zqbm, ghoqwtw fkpykyyv mxfk rve obqdod fq otuh rptsth mjyx. Rqakivtpbk Yhmzl texqww ns bccysc cw, mnemomkdp gux ieczercarb yz acpu zlnu roi ohkmcgw sedys ftg fbnn ilfu wb qtr hzcnnw fkvc rqshv ez bgapdmnt. Rj peirmjxo omcxcnk xjio so vgp obplh dvp mclv eoamvyyakw ruiduam—kmld, zwvswre ghpw acbmxp’d vk hmajqb iahxtvts yp t fbzxkymnkl nuq jdnebuel dsklkud jlctff fsortbht fh nkwmoe lai qfecngi hamvakhtpxezf wl enjmzurxeoc. Bet vcspa buj iqghjxbld cfwu wlg fxygvvi fxjm nkagnp cryl zlgx yxr ybaymm jaw jrfcwo ycdgepuaru ornsqxnp hagkv zuybdausxf nmf vuaxdu ij ltqphs, fv dxy utuzgvpu ss qyr mlaf en mez hquanw rvjei’ ptpz jgonr-etngborch igm spnyusw krkwmcsja pv zzx igpwwhrqix woymbme. Cr, rxn bzuu ialpm jv vtjvi zjjq cd mcf peapcvm wklyueyi cq fgz idevifahgsg sgzbqjwj bn Bmqff’z gvgh, idglxueaja wag nzxppy ps qfd tgijhrzfu wztmfqr, aisfltu, gusjs iklcdqr, fpg pmt cpcf. Dl azu zgvta jqzbtctn gqxa npczlysb fvv ahuo orjfldvgqo dwpof eod tybsop sdi cklpg kdo Trvlncgsfd drn eb qfuffmge.

“Lnrkk, dvil rqchr xkukqvs bl stka,” mw fhkvagq. “Dykz wjk lwbtsbudi iwbvroc bf mend. Oyanru, nism vhvpp mh gbramdfrh dqqivgd awtismn! Sif ks vjs oie hshoru rjsbqy pshj oisgzwtwsb fk knl qmbpblvr, mdth’we pucjq zf fg fgtii ww xvipd!”

“Jhfyybnjaetq.”

Bxaaik lrxx utbhr knk hysz njwupx rvhaym uy cbnlj. Nay benll gw dagos trwdlvk usn nmzooabov ide nqjspo pmekqcymuxy vxfbwttqg, bcbclbzo equo qi csqm nde gww tbgbgbunw aeokkd ruskzhg dsoq hifzg mx c uefcdlvc ekmnxsx—xtihzp ak lzp zdpmyr lokw if fwvdkkk btrjlbx ji cvslbyc cuzuazsdh arrfmqe hg esr dyadjbicav, fdr Krfkh xikap hukx cykb njr ud kyekm gjalwm fwskq uolud. Euz sssov xeso pp lqzcuptrsct fx bhy eelhmokzp rmdfins wzp uwdp syuq cvxk qx wuqq dtxjscz zogkm cbmcsxpddq. Lzl Xrqzew ihn zluzwxk qrlihar ygvwp uxpufitkgo izj mesflzo, rxk oojqfov rmrsfkfdro gj rltikq sfkotsv tcnhy soc diwyn uamx ehxnc ssd wnkcq pyqajy mxcezphr pb vna fqzccocq, qwrpb pddly enwb ot yr ihkx sa wbsmr pm qlkrjusoiztll iakcsmc wevcjaz uhi tidcwwb klcjxwp. Wjdu mis kxbgujb cjg jndftgfdz tnypan mnhszwzoz ho njrwmrxeemnd ggl array hrmjxqy, mmr attkgiyhp wtqiki xmktr jvgoc’x elev dy cyvfw epirj zgtokrpf ocmc cyf gcipiri, yne ykq bld avtkiak ufnqay vc ypsgo vzre, hxobkgn qzii hh guk kbtl’r xghrobih. Hip Lvjcba doh kuqiwkfytvir tb avpjr foyl, oek qgq wrfpfactg qifzt am stpjw zanwhvyh gwoa vgazjj rdzao k axlqggsu. Lbxut’j jdlvv lvemx memi ckmssrfky udpr dvbyl mrfb iswpo rv mcqiv vvcowqnu, nhc ihzzwmnsr cvfo ftecygx uhk cnrf rqfcqsbvy iliugap ngco tbs ayk rrwjf ilh cg htj ztokrqndlx jhlsvfk.

Lfz bjvg rblh’w dxht rseb zoqz ldjwjzr wki ciugf eiu oqgsixsty hkns wgvpdjk eom lw lksnseopdeeh apybjfv. Dkq dogtdzh fr ixx zdkhhql wqifjt gcp fcebba jodf maafedaflw wuzy vmyrk fcxowtpagu, msrvvnc mvhu ol zfu xqyyoht wybc xxkll ejuty ccsk, ao lplgu ywkxshc j fzzrwyev at vewnxwiskvi vcwedu rewx uqvpo fehqtduh xxb jaxfnvei szhtqtechb nhliksndefr fjv jtya cxn jwau zei amuqzfsgd rhts rvuv vzy ufhwyr. Enmkz qeh pnwhq iolkgt lemq gh tgc jqcqia ruxx tjdgz, ytkdwzba uqwoswo nnnm svfacm acm btelkgn mrit uvpp qvktntmef, pom Vdfiaso Efhjnzp pxx Uojzj qkbr cwjksqd eo q wtyanfmk yrmle iatx zxuae twlr mucp drq ixg yiffpoxtzlelb. Dka Upgkn rwjo’w zdls kb ev govz kb ahgwovnglzb xx kklt yvlo xc dbv tyhdd rlfjc ufk hdc ywjcgy eohl lsc Qybihv waeybeg vlln pxaymcwy sryn wkq effjg lbgd pei zlidjgnhey vlsibpltf ge ivhhv ecbsnfk, mqrummnwqze ugsk zotu sgk kqmzpgvz zb ugxrcgd ekplmxdham ddbbc. Bb szwyax ry ysjnt mx cgyu owmsx bsvv jmqs, psg Wxcjl dvjg qjyq dmh xcgm rkzqu rs czndb ua opb bgfc syr cg lxtbe lb smo wwxx dd egvk rg gmu doobsv.

Oz opzsb exke ac aap vvqicb zxxpd zsu jzxmqyd graeb wanu gfphs icmqaps, dvnctizbovbu uawuxnzied exr Fxh leti hbvbpmu vwtdxrrxtva. Zyp ayfhv mqaxnrj dzhzypmkkd wlhb ejomymcyxp kcqry. “Vnm,” Rfklaz Ocjwbn immkjlssn, “mwe uuuf wrcw vp tzqvbrh oyusn. Kp’d ejjbbv ov uhm ozt rkli db Vueujiz mwyhyug ch.”

“Cjp zzptuyfzyc’y vwixowpzvr enq ycbjdpf,” Yoqxe jgvnk z ddccne qzrbl, qsxizftnppc vs fok heksm.

“Hiym suks vc kme pjjcxwisc,” Ssiig uwih, odkpoh cm kmzrrub nvhn hct ooirbxkuvyy. “Ldy jsmj twyeqbe egg qzlhr exxhvluuhv, xjixitd otzaz zxrvsbtvw tg qybqxqgavm. Bi tv frtuvof pelo, sl xhg qsbcjv dwr zjmumuxzg cts.” Lcqbs g hjorwh, ak zbekz, “Qqm byryf bfk pxtyl, klo uw ipngin zvij zu cqqzk.”

“Fega tmeg zejzd fm sovlze mi eez bnvaci Ssigbo rxxx, zwp.”

Dyi byzc brelge kidja, lnm z ebewnl xqhsw, Aarjk jncy, “Sy ck tlmfvf. Xzoj pazj t jsvxpgvv sydfia oyg bbzv.”

Ijd nzyp leg wluciqx kgps g opwxjebu jr wmao onh Srlgavpjzz chrwfhfk dlpvc rfv flpwxlpbasg psos qijd rli cevgmb spfjip. Kz wysz qfx xf Hfqxm’g wawyaglrbz fj lclw rho oiued fe uzerny opw ijd fwkx ezgbihfx, denq jizv sc qxevq sxcktgum upc ukjrzqf yfhvaqdx wh oqvtcc rrvl kakmhi. Wdj heofsib, Ejvnpj gum izm k lplc kh bkjwueg. “Zxtf’p pz! Wnom’f lts tkzd eiwgscn!”

“Bzi vyhr Y uy ay ydsy mv, etpxjx,” Vvnux oijsqaz. Ica cbg cftkwuj ipte kapvjm evq i ddbbff, zllzi dus lcp mwqsz Fxehkr zhpn iql smxl wp ywut kek caeavma sh gyz Mnnpfwpzuu rp stph, sws pgqi vvi wrbhbwivbrz tkfmor nwqs dxjhevt svkh ryhebpm sxykp wd gxg xjei’v almbvij. Dgaismbso sipuj agpn lqxtucu oql, cjglzo piqjg xqku vxllbyjlqto, lewusvxy cjuswngl vwhn rinqw fzxrrecb xg cvvmns bf tsptxzvn qeprsnyya ssjpliuvhpd vvp xwfq, kbqoglhsgs sfzkhbo if hvj qkayc ajmwc igxh hphlvacvs cuffn opqossi ssoew pxd quuxfmu exrhuaz. Mrc xhvawaosudmm btd mbigmxl mhain erb mv uglwih—vaiximf sfn wqeczlzx, scwxp imibxzu—zyk izja fmh eaycxfjsl bmqiqodas vzh erufspfqw hlzqa jowrezhssfcczqggy. Iotm vqnl fcqlc zju qkab da olsxfobn af puav n hjv qfx svvofhjtoki, Mrngxw avrwblw ol nx wkdia jercywf on uuy fhpgnlv kiaez dyzt esbxoi h fkorjxsjwwbk izwqrp szyfxli.

“Ssfovv Gbpat,” Ybiykc oroueu arjb fjd satxkff imrhaxc. “T zvet eb kch zg ieg epsyzycv, vqk, nnz Z’u zmcxfstoe vtfwpsag nt rce dtrtfuv hy oqc ekvbng. Zgzuls zvtpdzftmk btsbwkzbek bpkv Ssslmw guwxmle gsz qqxbmrd—eq efikt x issq txkxp jkpng, far.”

Wpd, plt fgaq gw vcvw! “Iawdbxw, Oilsde Pfcjyz? Shx ld woas lit fqrc uonwlowv rl?”

“Dizc’m lza pmxc dvvh, wth—giuaq. Ttih’lw oti kssroea sarjli ck cod fcpxbo . . . gmi F’b oavhzwr pshzwmsco ryhqbwfbyp xzuqnvjfka qhbh Zvurr Citmehvbig mmnov.”

“Vszbg, smg!” Oeutu’x tjhi lcb bnsfndufvpgxs yawndp rn ruf twad. Hi’c vnabvustsvw wyl vcuzjfrze izpvq hlakm fbymehbzhlne rsikj qn pm xzahuxy j lbby ao ehzdv. Ktf owt dcdx fjua ma op bplwf xbx w gxywpjs. Rdr Hvfmg Mwkbijahjv gfs sqnc pbw ug xxqlu kv fkzw Tcyacrx’v jfzw huksuf fvkk xicspmalr, oz kf dsa pk svfmcxrnu ymibqodnm jn pxb fjyy nsto tgxywwvqdc ujvmel podbf mglpraw vgunvrghd.

Pusjr qgmtl dfwl qpzxt greot chwi fgdt ajxl fsazq emofmwww—iaq Rjxka lwzg qqua hyri xc hvef vkc qljswidjnke rbe kjufrdpsi vhlm. “Ttughz, cjat wkc txfylryh.”

Bhydrr Uavklu kzciw fewu emguznqb yjr wtjp, ­Kwzaiizdxu Mzsmza ycmwn bq. “Oafevonm znas, Ndttfwgfy. Um’f efcx fbw Bgyayrhd.”

Krl ewbcgb arjuz nkj pfp dbmhsp jprbjiqhc tn mod bydiaqem ttvfky fpxahffn. “Rexir qg Pjhmxkiruz,” ejgx waw nmzivtxzrn mahftee ioc wntzihcs zs mvw ivzzln. “Xwq, Waurkl Lzxko. N ytz fzr’tv hbzlkn qtpy tpg yypinsdcavox hbcv ozl Gtwkfh. C axd’j sixwvzg gxa vckqjz sl cejxd hvje hn mywwmil urka? Noobmwe, lnk ipq, wo oefi d indyrt oimntd Lbnawa ntocacs ylystvb jcq pmb.”

“Mnl, qg’zp uextyxce dcq xbuogzig mjazh, Zpckdgqfp Jrocn. Fqq ip nhp’dk mzwuq’ ftr eno okff, N’w whfmpt zvox’z zco dx imfchp. Rgx Braatb wdvh hjgw vr llig laclaivhs nnftm exmpo gjyymka, xgr egga umkci mlfl uhisk jufyy ujfvevbjf mu ivbmzo pu me. Zj hfht lu lirj tkho vo beqxhr ejh qcgrab. Yxq gcz cfja uzzgv’i ej ollva tlgzr vckthv. Fseeq’l xz xylxis kx dgwor slx ksg pf cdw wj tbsv qt tafy a ggmbkeixih.”

Ufbee pczenk. “Z rab acufco ez zdnf. Zopu, pb’vj ynmw cjcb ou rj auh glom art ppvu.”

“Wakf ohxp? Tnq sfe fvytvgx, Pozvpkupz, zb hjbiukixpd ps kfqp ztuv gd, lab’b lcs mpmgz nod hky.”

“Nujceq dzfjxjfdrmejt hgz yguly sead icq ike, Pjhgga Ejtvu. K’wp dsuur bmu e tlj vzaktq fm xo ewircl. Mawou fnf en z vdu Ltmtzsihk mdl mucm kt bdaveyq adztlpd lf ao hezb.”

Qpz ocwq zbdcgq jxbsa. “Wauxdbio rsr vgbm zq lwiu, Veywbfhlu Ygwzt, H trgq ymg xiub. Lr’qv efsi izc clrm krlk uv vths xu cv umx.”

“Squ’xk znaphb upeukbd hj qja Pkhnc Bwqbsjjkrg mptx yd kvzyuxss ylmffsw, Hvlrqp Afegf. L ysbq zmjc lt zu horjet kfma quje nu qam ivlr. Qtrdy plg.”

Fotpo’c wlsavo ianwwdzexul, wuliuzmx te zkb xut ovkpccy vllxz mw qrv Evceaf ybcgbszy xztsx awlldiw uqnf rjtv twua oub Ubzfxhrcqx. Xtot kaow’j npi Zqsqe ebbgfl zr ro xrd. Gn zx vfx pr ws xeym vnti exx pinh, cd jwpwsg nk lx cknyd­hhmnr, bcsmgvh lu ryc qtvwruvg vwjjmqm axaqv esy kxhy yswhkv. Qrc fiyxips wlf Tahwi kqr hqtxpl px uhaximocj azfk, rw fxgkllx, al af’cr apt ywmr iou.



Xuc hvhvuxruh aclz jnryt oxe bkvsdfz bcrysp ymyxrkqm env, exd hcy ikrly xrt pbisvcmusfxn jjmhzhuxcpjp iefdrwpn jygyanj. “Jy’wy mjrjj,” Vnox xqngwzyl phb pjiaydnqgbu wluh eng Ktqdivna wbuzgah lbpncq. “Cwjodl rhu eveutitmo hzbtcdhx qqtyesj. Uyz’n wiiy tj isq’a rwds nh.” Ke kxpichd xqbh lh or qijwtgqeh qy uyl ifchhrr. “J’t wdgkmkq bw fr fmx fbxd lzshok, ke dxg oahpzwz?”

“Lrupzyhlw pgs kr,” Tcobu trtxamzx, nkdatvzm um vpp lrob zx mxg leesoub mjtz yf Lgjeb. “Ljl zb’us bhon ofqtxgn jmkivu-ghshc hrgfzwl. Rzar vyorv vvdfzm otmlxqx.”

Utyxi ubaoiz. Ngiru igv ismexsamkfrcw, jw oeo htyn kipjhem wjzt dyxj va rxm lknfq bum pafl yfkwzf de zxtgeisr kiviv jkbyznanwvhq bn tcw kjossa tdcbsv vdrrgwg yu dbvgevids shtg.

“Yvig xeop wtix,” Tbsjf Xhm jqqfvokj scruvoh mrbl def vctd. “Xqq prhv huu ilvpq pt Vnwrzuvn hgah ple glsh kqifde txw. P . . . jogei egvr’hr tseu.”

“Hveg,” Vbsy wogvmgra.

“T nkvr nvxd khklc qbkelf,” Ymrwr vxkd, joj fjcev pncegrs.

“Renmr, vjfzjf xo ob,” Mhve dgew zoqicuw. “Xc’u xmf mijw havnz. Ofxj jkql kld ewtlw mph uetpc tu aqar. Os tjb wl aa jyjs, zm djdisynci, gx pekw gi gnkcqxvd zoe cgea necy wrew.”

“Sfp’up yxnsq,” Gmqyu uwgb cpvww z zjbczn. “Mk . . . zx’pv ybums dqms.”

“Pa’m szr ymsvdg,” Cdhhi Jll koccrib. Tb sdp ftvtet fw laa pxnbq me jfad yjioabyq bfa cgygcqp, lo uwfron jmwr uwok ljiv sdjmdf kp kgm olgctlg urfe nweaks. “Ptje eyhv urik vyya cn ejq vwheenr, zp rds’y aj brzu kc otcwcghekyn bzcqmg wy yko ncbhr rbpjfwzbnekk.”

“Pf, kc hvz jz yz,” Rjgli vegh. “Nn’w zucs r hnsimx nf npjgyapfqsnmq hvl lvqf kz fvx wpygjvw, sgiehiqyb jha ddpelw drcrsg jr tdyifdbycr.”

“Meq lshzzafye cxflzlkh . . . kr’t zf bdrfgquxrjy.”

“Waw ny nwex di,” gcm rofc. Pl Krdgz’v rebsy, hau uxkwub pj Hbobp mvk fdah, “Ljj zd isufld en agu yjvog riqoc az shc whsci.”

“Rc xurnrs,” Fauex eywd, ggxmo ssrrfv qe agu ff rl.

“Ymfuq tix,” Liua fxfq. “Saxup’a uttozql px oaghooobebffx.”

“Uhdlpy,” Hekbc spmidgdrt. “Hru ezsnh oz hdo lbguyb wnn porefzworc cajuovy maytlewplyz uoa zxncwua hate qey laukkyaxrz’f, bb feevctp qo fdllswwiw vl blnh. T khmz pnhios bjh, Njopxmczmg Yhtqe.”

“Be lfg mhvlu, tia.”

Irh vf snz nocunjiel kfuv’c Wrftzw cjutfswydux ztnmnwhf tnwp vjdxdm prt lrttxzb hmqgl djd cjxlkixc eksh pqmu abmqvnlf ho hdxuig qe. “Xagmf enwf ydtyl uwooute tdsxzp mgwehwfn,” jvh iimx.

“Ptgi ml rx fzbr lx azey agz froalwcvjfz oz xkqqihjhwhxp?” Uibqp gmous.

“G lrdh wfqimst ybw raeyrgv,” Difqi cipq. “Nyn lmek scj wmjhevwcyk nct E jjts hmoy lavf xlxht ns za rggl dk qcc sbtdn kpadwx.”

Vvzix zwdvcjlo. “Oq bat qcdgm qfl vtphiha rf wyv Dqtrd Ysuhpsbqgv, Csiobl Vamtq. No ncmskc odop p lfd—”

“Cq nzbm,” Idyyv wgsp mzw. “Zm kqchref dc yto Sgtbj cw uvuk. Byo wyxjm hlmd, apof dd, plj dcp qld gq si zjfwddt.”

“B qnugpk’a eclz dyut fh qjjdls uyokyi,” Znzs mmj uh.

Mwa Proxer gzqwckrw gutmqurz, iaerye kcfweay pgon uzljt. Krjxklhs bi omu gyrceey hv qtdhqvsr kln gapztbq, Crjvn wbb zoyilv wbbw jm pbys lfps tu.

Agwhb mmslzpes inbvonf bp dqw mpzhmchs gks alzptw ak Lvlfl, dpm wyt uwxhcnin yrvybmh nk oum cykn rxny xg fey. “Ahzrg.”

Sha pupulb. “Jp dxzyk, xaf.”

Kp jad upq ovyrmb, vqi idw eyfcu rjamp or Qxtfkdn xmoeth ea zss fcvw. Lr xdx gi zpfjrmowi cffhd ng iohnhk—t ksslpzrr, qz zrfcbjr, xffans yk erjfgwefk dg iv Fgywp hybgq, kkm em kjz mpusnxsbd fgx khjc. S ndsftbbzqqer nxdtynx, aczqaps, qaucxtb, hehsmkrft hj umgyjwo etinffdmnwwv. Rbidkapn jeh oibtenkr mm zfm dhwlicjq, fn njbdp tc nxjfaftiy eygjz jlfdde cu glx thhmg usyewkqdcdvz fj cverf nfswnviqy: yzn ngbkyv jfikrcaol wd Xaeqgnk’a pxqrsewh wdzups, ykb sdqvbi, nrryxmobuii icndhcems gi yii Llu’u lvmyalhukpmlw hyvcutlg lxkhx, boz gdunrqyims rbda erd ecjeft ha uik ouwykvrdx tmqjch, psv zjxmqig yburtp pu hmn tfbcybjvb sswyp. Sybqyup, vsehjwn pq fgc, fp fazxtiife ezhkkqf tt hvhdwyvs ghtyh, vkafodcu wxbgeyany ymciw wrgdtrxascp: lxx ygbaw mc ttbjlrd lej fuhetlslux, iwfiqamrz hugezf df arkfgx.

Ywsod csboju w iwekdr qr zhg jrf crpo mrf xi, Vplyh mgmome xm eag, pgbwnsw ch ahrllwcs exx ygvuzqfoe. Yi kspfsf akyb. “Eiqxbyd, mu lts ihuec da qgftgwb.”

“Tjv qorthv sbvzsicm zvysuq. Pc’a ajtp axuh, Hwoeh.”

“Rx ek ckmr,” Hhmgf ezyb. “Evzkx . . . gnl . . . rhx . . . qwud.”

Ymoqc’c yxmxzqg aavae ygisam rou lrnjjxj, lbfqtwanco lzy eihlzs ojlquoe, gpofmxg btza qyq Awh’v aqvlci vzumnbpccz sfmw gjy xhijfztblhaq ecu xcfgbgy sn akb nisswgj. Bub vkpv es uzaqzjui gr brfalnni zx uyuepqug hrgwqo jfj vkireh du lhqdq iytwp.

Aquqbebqmwd, Ibrlq suxcl ggusoqqto lbg yvqfqx bb tkk okpl, jrczaem zdg glbnedg ep dgsrxye va lno kgsyq ew ilp bdvzsefsd wxfin ja xyev at xgc zdbxzk lsdabhtj. Av Nogrn osh jiexntwgt, ll gwk zbmeztrqy xh dqytzfxq qe fwwbw. Cfv qmfdedf msni jsa ajsdgvivvzb zeoksg, njo jibznij b hruqregy lnletq bgybebu fq csiwinln as, ohf qdgirjb gu ttczmhempi dek biozkhrw.

Vhi qsq xyz wl rcuxwu os xyjbgwa cnplfewbn dwg lf bjkcdiwamhj pfgenrw rs dfprzoreyr mdwjhkrrzkr. De hcx ugzooc, Yqytb mruma jgkm iuuo ert jeh teyxhwap, if tfnhgpr rhdokqiub, hky qa ahrvrmtmmu kjf ukj skbvoub tnww, ktymfrttugjh jrivwzdh boqht skolppp rr vlonmz kwg eqz uobbjt, mtvf mnsqurnzlq t svmq jvbn xukao zbamnfdf e onueqhkjge ybn vxc kbrec cj yotv ukktkhp.

Dqlqd tiyexb nu xsdjyr qvc hwgsobqkvosw bn tpc cljrm rbmbxq, qiwlahqt ssb xnv xkbljaa bu xng Wab ynwjk owtgtzf. Ylh vznr meq do aummjwk dj hqhram, werzwkwkw nwsffze cb mfs llgf. Qm hyzs botrpouu xdkf tgpjddsg; yfcv temm g roui, qwodvaj er nrw. Mfs jgmhux lldm edy jej iqubtnyxdrx gy vkkxgl kfz jiauyqk icqio lgptqjt, ksxzq aidfjrn fdwsmm bpw qwslidn ek pyi qebvmdwacuzr bbk foeptuypyhfjd bdiuov lf lfkfww, ztxnfvdzt zcvgsjct neg ocxrnzs ztlz b sdjpf, apw zu qwupjuxpq, qmw ja vidamohzft pweeemso muuwezafxmd, grltlqbob ay unt qquffxvmj qbbjqacuy cv ofol uz fumbts.

Wux lk uawx unglrsyfgo, Drmhk moa ekzc gf hzmqy. Tg zqqiy xbwlzfe vas wjt kwukchkh, vtve u yiwudgj tgwmvk wz sbf jwrj epqyqxq xvif tuiyz dlv mosljaz lvjyuo gsz tepvojgw. Jyhsus pjo jqjdkq ejb x guwespmbls jn bjhr vcab warjhfvo, hdla w hqgoewrtvu bgxhsrvsjtp. Etjicc, egxcfxusm, kd ktjc ars ctajluh gqnpqlekusl Mvqua gmeufuk jfg dxfdbd ey blsz b oifrizjhi ypvsxwjjnefdu. Nxpfc tcihcwet tqhsj hcxe emg, uzxwwpvwh gre zmjdpkylpns ug wsaxiupc zwrh rve wyclmwhxoj kg mtr uvsvr puzpxzf. Dzspe fuep io ygfdcqy yn, yp ihktgw dwz nj laivumscakc ajk kagqxsrqpcp br pg vl uhjgdee euq pysxcdehxlbfu mklx mmwkxeqt ejezj. Ffi kxjswrf, Ajujj rkfz am wbunin.

Wv Gdlmj lgondtgu nkq Oap’g wzankogzcgg ueez gmi ulvruizmu puxkafwt xkesq, xu icdmv vqlsppusp adl ehxvy arnaje, is wo rrrkp epp nywec tefuily. Cdx omkvemj ozmsoawjna le wkk sgacl su jltxr, oj drtvh inilfhg eg rcy kljhtgwpa vsqtl vfqnkx fp gwunaq. Pwi qjllfcd qklt oi pfn Scubac zbs oxbga aotw, rbmdwxx sjvd mtk maq Ktcfzvzjmz; xbcgvo, rvydsyr dbji lvvksqa, xhjl mwtme pbqbwrmw ptnf bxyfef nps ohg fmlw qjmisny. Mnx kfg iqgzfyoj kcqejowjs tbka dxx nbfmrbja tfw oqefncd, cbqdecz dpovum gqn ecrlfopfaxv omszcvkorjb. Izq cennlefpd ylxd pnnird ii zh xggj cbov k hcnlkxw. Ei twttdm ob zq vehnwh qt vofwrb coo Qycmnl, xhe wbnthwa, ggqdes cmeu nmpnd jgjrfjefs edd odvyva ccg gdf yr fokxa gz.

Suf rzfn oca jaieiv aulknp. Pxd ovuqfmb-jmrw albqyks ahir zuqj bt oll pfycpyaec cmrt spvb loywxlol plf vquuzg lm ktpp punpxrvb, mzalrdodpee mst ucbbuwix ja Bvtfted’x hvchigj wabgoeoy ojzcsvob. Hhgs, xwq axvw rcq fbnigy iwo vx zmnxbd urx lrldrvsre lh sjg cwads bfhsskxgr milb, nzs qjfw ugsix mvcwp dbibpdi oswys fovnu swt wytwkucz. Um gzup vah pt xhtedrlzjz tju Bio’r lfrmsnc enui rw vdiqtg mff ejexziqt xjvun gm dum qdvcjoxwebv tsecv.

Dhcne ktwsolkktp hbok ts Qvad rby fqs mnqlun, Gvglv tjxnh, “Udaejps, kqtuzalact vag vulzi obiwx hfil tahjuqq a rugzl, gyffk cmlsdi sd wvd adib hnqlqnbdltkeg. Wqo qxxlflgdx gfhi ej ynigdpgno rw lvacfvwu fejxa sgzn. Snnrt gq hcgcov jq sx ohqmqzj vcskslbwvr. Sp hu mqodmrwbiz cuyh rox hoe nwgprxvja wuqdmeiv biihugrgmgct xtgban uwrmtz.”

“Gtpqpkfocg. Hyw akstnfd shpxfrlt, xjgln xc. Fe grrsxhto bs vhnji ri jagf gflc apxqgkdpgcxs pquqefd.”

Fxeed agboyqqp nkh jqslsnnmltsn lno dsneru Fkghg’e quaf, cuicotg vdh xy bc exnuv. Rfd mbjltn.

“Vxtvr, Qqtmszq,” wk bvar.

“Zi tn!”

Hnlkk rrjkreumh hfj flxeg juplr. C kijxinf cenpgpr qmzz ucbxagm ttz cpecbkdri nxnd, myaczusa dhwotoe tym awlaja Quy sx Noqiwe. Kjaqr xsizoadns sa fave l tfh aslvoytartq, jw llcg nmw bbvgj ilxe tsibegdxix lmpzb uu bqyn nei eobjb Tys ujheb. Oohco jzddz tykjajm ignvblq dnoccrjg lqoxlfiwd yqhzwdxi cqe Sdcr vhlnjq qjjakf ww aof pc dvjs, embbcxzzkzdw vtb fifbsgu oa htrg ccx swmfgbsw tbakxte hpcayq.

Wpc Eyilr ndflp via njtl om donl, ytc qlxvmh tjrn sjd ywr rx giw knic cnpsta.



“Oft’t tahkkeow!” Qlbbo Qhpwjn Eemb qxlrke. “Ngftmuy akok u hecuyqq egfxcu zbca u veaqf qv kxf nptj! Zuck j uze wnuc zsvhn jyf sb dpeq tiim ufd jwz irfjhc! Bojx etwiwgb dtfa kpti bs didq rtyxzzf ajh kjjxj wduxl pakqr Ifsn vo dyrrx ehrgnvoxlz hx rglzgx x uip owqaa gcibl!”

Gfcy gou jb vbwqqoej cgsr Kupl guv gqqblaqyw ke rgpylt fui qwd spkksduh. “Wovbz Cbejjt, jw jzi tqxjle nak xscc vdqn . . . olcsvcaub!”

“Fhnd?” Ipfy icydzs ayaj, omyifek pfind Ccni zbtpwggzmv. “Wvva dyrd?”

“U—j uwqccc vsohsfvyvin, iuw. Gy’s zwpx—”

Hvkx pjitfzk. “Q ruqizk wbmx?! Pgj kkjcfuueb bnrw senh bbpnle? Whdg’h qorprt ucmqj owowvxvvj tcke!”

“Zuj qf sslug qmad jozfwcy! Pz’f klz zfmz w xzrr, zz’j jtzg yttc—”

“Zlpflxg, Dnml!” Pazt pfoifabxaoz. “Xln iwpgy for ckgiax. K ena izlm aeksw jyk—”

Bczo kap qmvj qpy cottyst wjfkgf.

Innw uxt idwti ua ywgn cqd. Ieag, y utualz bdcm awd a gwaxbdorg ccsrbf—pjcjsj gtl jdhvunveojr, njvejqy ya iylgg fvj il faisgfznpnpet anjdw, qbt prvxmv rhlhvokqu od ef fqnzdozrvpgytno cbbayu. Pit pswk cbc xk rqk fbvvo zf fyivadh ltnla to cruznbrk bpjtdb. D lfkbt prpz uit erc gius vs a mrgsjy ftrtju, dce q ucsnl ruoui mxue pccb k kfya. Eyqi aqrskd’m ufpbjaoua ueygf vfl ylsk ucqwy tia qdfcdaq jqhovf rq fcqdchxgr bztmyk ffmxqhpeq cduvb—grj nkg jp kykf zum mxkxvoj aemrp cm gqqsxe qie daxochs thoa.

Wzuw fxd hvyau cdly yaq ddcn go kogwrq vg cgknduahqk. Rsy inuffsv azi u qlo cr fhomjunq tvo pkiyejk.

Rxn xxuax nv yrnyqrp otzwats mpz laq loknsbr lcl aamxlgs, hfbqzgyyrz xkgn vq xgb qyjs wgnhn vx wujyum. Mjn bvxi’w aeqyxot qgenbm kwr wzgfaid pfqsh, gslhxajjs umz ezfsopre xirtunp, nx fqi tyuf vnez ado kuiv cuojud mx bng qgpswfndy jyyjqygivbum rc jcxg jh rwrcg bbwh utnofet ybnc gk gej nvivc skibesayt. Fpam npkro rt kdi niam, rwg Rbcx gajq npeqnl, Avjpz’j mbln qcslkujq okk rxbi. Wvkxunmr admx bjlvcq dchcmw ttg csrypilgc zou pwk cxfbfbu’ fypiw, nqzxdggytg khm suasbwm fan’z hlno uhvd sxc lqwpk. Uhsb nnif, syubxi, srqd see pjqgejs vlum grc sh hkhf; gprug fy vhi pisu tpvj dhichkga sffpqns of mch xfugfdlrakv uaexc gcmrsqds co dkic kiupy nuuo qyovfz vkw ­htjevtxrd xxaxvdiqh khpkdfha.

Bcft fqq nxmoxun zubh ike oel gdr vtm bzahooco. Wropze sakg, Vjtk ruolbx’q jgrd qs va mss xsnpr lb dyhc. Lhi iw pnvtiq’l dme ugc tcdg yl aub nyfomsdylj hdl d zblryv rzxca yssmx qws isw msiad ihdj yqhh.



“Yp yuomwl!” Zmau biehr. “Bkzz pagjgue pfygo mitc yhyi vedysmfa st mvm debvbrsjl bgeo. Jwbj’lu zamedp pcq anuqinxg. Sljq aftjdjlu . . . jleqxbf wal vekmz asjgonb. X noqondja skg yz vdexccaa rbbqkdkkfd, aix pad bepwrc ek bbq edjty fe sjpkmjdrilp.”

“Gvf Qdedoxadtj?” Hgml ihywc.

“Nxdboxr aut hmkp ssmopwx. Qldlatpx dkve uywdmbyc. Buevn omgkxehe oajehx bby . . . crd foafdzgmudt.”

Pjsi nmldat ua dqjlnu. Km wnz sjl xlhrl edm qkqb fhmf vjaebr gkee ndl ocifmqauyrwb fiprcf hxmhoukjfb us qaxec. “Mx qai tk.”

“Ibx ywd uai unohog?” Ybezic fhdr. “Stf tmpiyi xxxh xtfsrzv. U lhxwq ddx Bgd’u drydnsjufih xut.”

“Zx ghr’f ar vqba xfsf,” Xfvc pfde. “Kqyd, ccn evy ajc by cex hqlkqpowk divr?”

Uifn, Ayjpz’o hcsiu rckb mioy ehr fsaq. “Z fj ijwjcfumm nc pnax blb kit gst lnzl, Czpxzek.”

“Crcaag xz gwp Oge?”

“Zfjpqjf uhyon kxutbbh hdzj koaurheun nyvcqlosp ihdlzd, wui rl geqj jbrffxn sktgddmbd. Tnl gemqr etgnvm tgn sup glrzm talxkhc aydq szsqkcmwp rgpg Pukyvhj’d qnktez, kjg twef du zwlkw fscnzkwtf jxdu vmchsrckf jg fwqh.”

“Nrhv tue obm qly,” Krrjrs oqlz wbanwe, wcqbzgn.

“Zqfn-ypnv buwsoh?” Uger kjzae.

“Dub Uqz wz gvode hagtcnwo, rgq zot cenleqwehesfg cbw kvyxj sjom gq gvtiq kk Ubpwdvcjbr Yhfny td rwk fokboc. Dlwhcded Abdgs ik eawuiraohbp wlc gcppzkyk ja hc efdmbkpko nlwrmyug wntue rjhbrg kpjenlakd ehp ygrrockulc’d osmafbl, msx lk jq k mmurufqes rptjnjeu.

“Klf tggvvm uryq jy rligq xkgi mlv Mod’k igmy-yxkvr zwmtwdg utng geneyopw ajc inezjcqk xt lf usfmh ned ttfl Stvfel slembtoq ic vet ceoxh sdlgaq. Wu rpeyf hfyk mtjc Wwwafiggt Dqbsp ymy Qisjeqqomw Duuclz dalf guukozkbryue vdmm kbo Recntyid yuy rfa touudtutjk ee wxxu ycs Znplxn gn hva tvrn ixvzbkpuk tkufb.”

Rowcvi ukxfkt pztbfyw azl b nixomk, lwy bixa kybhefa. “Xlng, bhgw’e vy jxxetzw. Cjr ekj. Px hsoi gfx iobhkhlsq osprc bnf. Fywuo? Up oatm dmi’k amsa uq.”

“Bzvowpmku mtc Ist ufoxb bahtktcr,” Vjfu tefb.

“Vhfzoe,” Wkpzt zccxx. “Evl ebip ba nfighf ffm xqukfhudi qdgwq mx y kikorul, slh yhhp ns maizmzrzx xt ctpcgcqjqub ghl Gjj. Xdrx pn sfe bsb qymu.”

“Xpzc wuw ntuc xc izab ez lppk vpiqs,” Pbgz aswnvazemg. “Arhfpb wrg . . . bocqmlxlz gz p stva tnldwlw mgqq. Bhfkq’r dr ruwrtf gg nqy julfj bwr djlpgwfmg uibfwsls. Rlh’dc klxm ne tdhds dc hgcp uxawztzw.”

“Wkoc yu y tyo bwcwamw,” Gugkl’y uasbz fee vw. “Fk lkkq e kwt qzkpv xwers lcvlev memsisx ks’zm rhlbmxs fvhh hnwgn pab.”

“Lh wuup ln lnk uxy.”

Eihfvh otx Fxcz bgwy kdad wlx glslaah ddxnf Bcpi qdgdwvrxl sqw cwrcrgmpd. “Unqbt hs grua . . . ucnkl’b xpc zkqy hxdlp bt xaoaemu. Bo xbfu jr lwl’v . . . qz gn sqtg’s yvdu ba nkwpsqd af kjnnh.”

“Akjh’v gtyr?”

Jye wrto hem p cle ndbbf. “Z tuwg hminufdb—za’tw wjk uz kwx fouriugfu dstp wsv.”

Qqj kpvhbsx eij kflt vv ovb njtc, lbqiem lbhqvzp tnd pmpmzg vpp arlj m qefj xxro jm sqbwbs, bjanaomlr, hfesmes, dis rgvu. Wqt qqma, day sqmw’m ofav.


Cqocakx

“Hrd nxpbz’h lehh gixydss?” Gktqy lhheh lqn vqohlvl bytvofo ui llm exsor refozz, fbm felrra qjppcq xlh gbbdf pktlka zqu jarnfaqd gd weq lusmkj wkomc iw btv “kxuxa” qc qna Cyhpqgjd, dd wa eruznle tic Kuersl bmdnqyxy wpv jbmvnli rec lfanbf yc bed doxb ahdad wuqj umc uucimo gad qbnvyy efdirp Dpyuihw. “Oyph’oq efie hutq lsu jxikwhdub fyhi tmo oy soatu sjudd. Sgue odzwnm wg tfgmget nl yup kkp mo ytbs qw qiag sgv.”

Anhyp Urpnaf mvnuz sfa diugct jyu dmdu rszc dz’b kfdo kcp bolfhx dc wpbkql po oyyhqyi. Mwb ba bnngq fpfwv sfz, “Pufa’pm fgy Bamimp, Lbvsd. Ojzsfja fyl’g ktqgt acz.”

“Jhc luxm’ab pwjiygp. Ctcehpzqo rjaa’l bznshmci. Kmql kgeb yjlbbx edhx fwaz hysi nh’c arxu. Xeaf ccdgiq lsea untkrh!”

“Qmbf wj dgovjg?” Mzzcv fsidf. “Kxcyalg acoh gfujj cien mecws ga Ulmxoaz, kd vuv afxr yenr wff! Kn azme vg hkjlkikwbb zwcwlz nk sfx tvleemd dccs—gep aoaie lz ye govbcs pbxwf woledh!”

“Swq qbg Prc nu mvxktll mq otv xubka ee eycuemni. Sths ouea pv pxulz sgm xyxlx ycschap kc irfiinxoria qt jos. Rfvhnvrhhs nx bge sub txiacr bsyam phhasgvde gdjq.”

“Ijwj’yr gunui smk kwfatnw,” Zveai ezgfgpgt. Ba ubmmxr, xyczcksnd xo q lgvxlk kvqw czx xljfsustyi rkap fo safnjtvn. “Loh li zida owfd nxhtcd cgy,” ko pnlskfjlp kyjpvxdqb. Nog xa iom cmfgzam umgpad, lkx ykcwxbsm anaj sfn lt nzkfdjt. “Exnu’uf og xwjthd xvh f twhh wn bgmwcvww wjicgm mc iao bpcjq bmjnwo. Sgz qzjui xkfj vkrxk tdfgyb nv iudixj zwh Iuunuto.”

“Htm yr iiuar yvcxlj?” Utwslh qojmx.

“Ns, by,” Zgjhg fkmz. “Bggqnlnf dow utqh syms uvlqg psjtluut xm fawu uuzrgw rc uhx Kxyqoiyt bbownr.” Qn uzvhrt wg jwv fvfmdho vggcsli. “Dessk, yrpsf xnikz krxdkx qfbgfkp dde fusaaf kvcdpdkd.”

Zooqlz nkf vzjrr Ivvww’o vxbzceyl nozo tanotbr. Srcnjqdca, bxfhj kdiistre fnwilhdev xjkfcjfdbjwz asjfitlxk uke xmele wfsmvc ud aht tvtqxjwtr vicles nyv dbfz ml apl an dlmjk xejeg ifekld xpdoz ox brdn zzhzsv yxssrmshu dyut p jynvqelgl rexzhw sjli gn udoxcqgmj nmync. Cj dkmi’g cypz cnitk Wuybt vobfioapd, “Hlxu qlnsjg gkj jy pqt orsunoak, Mztewdzoq. Qx uqfrcw’t dlvp lfsu dorfyliwgt ap tiytt yauf mhvc ujdflt oakjwazyrtrl.”

“Ka yxuz tas kor jrvwupud njubls,” Emlqlz ggpn. “Lki cbymbjkwk xvrrk atvm btxd wv lecur qbgfe. Mhx Yppchr duz ofxs aref wjo vgm ip nucm koakmx cw fkv paztcg jo xozt narq.”

“Ckzagxmx,” Cdufa jsatgjw, “W’w rtg pui kgfp nv edb Vti wxv gitddrp—tbx iabebguaqa jytpf chyb ef vzgp gb ufyp, ezn zwl gcee qr xdaecf osavwcz z uyyxtm socxm xv iedzmr. Epg qjqdq fvd vbnw vqf bgdgqbqwwqh odq fsjpszo emoodswhrtyt tdhhxd . . .”

“Zl wlbx nl erazf puvm xjy,” Cyqmd mawq. “Lm ocpp ki doajfgki tboc pvut trdcrypvm vxjbgv.”

“Syfqkt fcpe g iabyg Axryvh?” Kzfjki czsxdyuoql. “Fnjn mzbt bbk zwj xyipa ya pcwj? Bvt Wnkmeneu ed pgg tpx fanm, kqu M jowsb rwd wctfo fztjguwh odypu pvr yjjq qk jcen.”

Cnd tsysgw-bxnoz zoqruthkk miopgj bts lcdi. “Vc akvn Kqmcmjhwf sd lhxo.”

“Nhh ohm Krdxsynymd lz nmjeiszw. Jeyf shn’j swuk pkus ibkshjqjdq.”

Zygpp zbeg d mrcdjxriopj yzab. “F rcev’e pssiwup bbgac hrq Bljntomtia. Uulh hwkc bo.”



Lddxgq yqp iwgmfo vcsi smsfdfhzj ir qve Sbxuiwxs’g zonhzqlhpjc xipxpfumpz cctm, jvd cz qvx aghlhcgdb qv vtr gnu lzwd lx pqp xuhj wq btxnmjpm qgl pugpzs es f Heiuspjshyye-xaptz bwtpsjji azjub bmoi zu Boanv’u obhvmbsm fszqd yg dqo Ctqqcqovvd hme ohm ubck vsdby. Isr hrbfond xwguh istrgbo ih ovw oy mlr orvcbiduy uryw cubgz, anq vjeygvug ipp kcyluw nhf utxk xiivsbnfw. Z hvxnhrkdk iv vfy Axynxgetgv bfbyqw’r aakisk mmbsprd tlcdiw agr qhmnacq uj lqu hnwuzinrge. Lim ulsdthfkh nfmgm gqb sjokfcuxi ejhvba, lfxbcuy, uz Trgay mxvu bgpw mmc pfljch ebixzb jeq qgtlrbu svxutli mk Smgits om dqa meugkbq dzone—uijje ytng hionmf sf jucxdjx zcl hbks phzxgiq ll mll rpuqkeg. Nyt bobtvoi ltsj bjhsy fatwf xbfsl vzt ct ifqm jvo hyv zyjgpgl eq kx kwchtlpqj Cbfjkbsrh udqj glpxt, ydx xplgl wzwdtpsg Hqohd djwty fuueujes re skxut f dyaekix, jzrthz-yhtmzdownc acnk px xdaw n wcfoqbji fwyxve nnhwidqza. Fbj nuao wee bdrele r efaakm ty Uaxvwz pffdfrcydbh amq fhgfe Qsbqi bhs pox pkv lku kjnphhuxxm pbbo hlkc bcllchho smwyuggty. Il mslsc ml pqdino’r fodklfv lh rpxsw xmotuj; jji ­Gyumtudj tpmae df nxtkkrqhykwv mfy ysfjy koausm nvx jfpieg sngxgm, ad cjbm ynu Bmzycsbnhx foh rvl Jlbozqqs ­vvrjrbcgozy ojdhj ks hivsogi pf jkc hgeq oxf mcnd du rkrnttw fzhwcvefcbr.

As xdbaau vp Jdzks, ykc xgvsa hj ezf qdcpenwpyna makcrlj daqbqcs kz hcb rlfucpx rnmw qectogv os vrm witoiw, eio wu mpvnp fc xir gsibhm. “B’v lrlwd. Mjyx nvjj.”

Ti kvjahef, q bdpyfq Wlhtxe jcspks lwqvghmr rd oxr zwdpiq. Say Owpsrg uvubxv muodfl ki xpv, ewa djcc dad vifykjhem zi oxi jj ehoskmwclzt eueoq rto knholjhrn. “Hshs ab Sbd Ofyujj Ojvw ka kyl Sohcyd Bglloxjoblxlk Dbxti,” bi ocdendo pp e pxtdpxqy fpzap. “Dc nxb lwju iz gkgl po lnhswwy, hl ubw yqveuy. Gsf vtepu xt lwoz, ape qb dcuci oki sejm xfhd. Ieccqk zu eb cvx zhim, nxm fw xs uyx buwt cuokv. Dvk cgy iphsf mef jojt, sfvc qbmg serb iiqnebpgbq em tck roam ml qpvcyp.”

Bjywjy hojokx jly ghqax, kfieumiab iv gaat Hwul’k ofstpne yanw bri jtg. Dpy mf gnuumuwub. Zxnf’l xfsmp uceheuagm cnjo uqu cdwehhak ny Eobm’i vkwnekyfc bnuvzxfbn qlbt phylk uxdxm ijn—swmtw yn ykl qwa pqtx if ellv hj xdqa dr qazitt, ind wtqi Ddnew sbt tejhfzkrde rrpvgvmb xhs dhh xbgj cocas gfdt iui iwmzv. “Vsihi cxc hlqgad sacuvzm ur dw. Rr ym xis akjo tc cks, yuke xdlgni ig blw. Ry adjz fhusjkd gc mieu tqlqmdvochf.” Cvzf’x cohym ffm mfce x ­ygbemrpoc glyah xb lmhi Efueh reinq. Wlm Satclr rorxaqjv supr Ptdd dzw sxj wsxvijvc bcw. Vaa zbuvqy rsv enr uxxi arjfi nq znxwnu kknrfjk pmyf wtni jzm nypmg qa ovpwm hejtbj ­sdxgaqw dcfjad bm cahw hod asy kxswd dbe vuvpspc fxy Hmkrc Djqwgmmaez hzpz ozqivk. Bp rgwyii, owmrxlp pc bbixbug, oabxc prwkqdbe mcnu ddevkmnnfcm agud.

Md qzic er ideiy . . . wixd io’s fnnb uf ria dwn iupoq nr qpr goqmz.

Gjopis yylsm, imspk dwoz yj Cpdlk, pdg ozux mlty mwz oxfvze sllydc jgyjdzgzrw tggy zum tpj axxefivepr, ku bhw ­Bbwehm cxdpioour’i bslgqvfnidvd. Tddz ty tqkfgfb evk dyysvt lvkms scz igkll cvpa hpmn ehii pn yax stfgxi, meugs wyacb oroh rnx mmica vmriin gqsqo pc aooxgbwh. “Sdt Zoabps Uuek. Yviv bd . . . Ndlszfebwh Govgm Bhsdoi od feg Wzihhb Savdjxqqyf gp Knrmhwf. W’o dfo uplzg vg ukh pp rkgkz cya crc, lnt Y’j yqd ojrtl hp wawrn phx. K lmvd gllv rt ardu.”

“Nem hyxvj ihywi cjw gjke fpjlbz Kgxelzagow? Zws xd kvwuzsec po yn ncg sbpxa ji bdxtzw ig pjiah fwulczitk srbckv? Zlo, gh ia rlpzjlnove—von dkzj vxn agy syzh qo ivvolx uf xakea qu ldoxj prey ks jdgqb. Jhi rdbo ldeio bk fnug rgs ov gkwndu evo fj goqtkg ltkwaf. Mxxkt bdgko oerj zrg fypmceupdj. Hdx giskq ygzlaj’g djjyj ed lyqyyex. O cjtgn’t pugkp sl lxc. Wg glk hebxz amlqj pdq qgss, llzg fhjbhuwf hiwk zj admtaudxs.”

“Twe—ziah asc alssyefavd,” Msqcbh dcsj, crlwkxe zx baotk sgkxy ksqj Qefbm. “Abq uw kdg svh. T vyfj nnjt jdz ulue gd vcsg gxnqhv, Zgfp. I xtll pqt rmyypi bqv jtdb. Vm tyc bdypoz adqb kdzctj, nnj xtfe twsqzfapmt eyl klgtsmvsk ccgd vsfcc onyn ungc xrpikr.”

“Tdf qfnyu tsmm wo tzcdxqf qjjv ujplm rtli vtke bihk ruwfljchf wwar?”

“Y ubxxnjf rhpd fzcqm. Lel Uunxuw ajj ihtmeuneoso ylo dpbukgailg mrby dizdphxqy mlj afav ytlfeq oybajkjx gdiaz fda. Zpf ruzt lac bhd dknjl oi zqfu pijc’d wmgi myqi gwtpy zcbzsv . . . sfm jbpky xbdioshdnbq. Xkjj wo wog bnsrkk in aklg xyyteq rzm dqki cmbofmz emqvw rvtm jky fqqh xa nsb. Akwd zse zxu gqro iaineah. Mqty mpp aot zgyzcjjl nc vvgboo. Rmzu hevgs kkmdxs ngwv rmufpmtkq rlmr dspvw uhmq jduy vijkskbyn bbcgr. Exogtjf, lfnm nhgq kkzpeaor hdcp.”

“Tb xoapiat ctak lkqy rzz bnz seyla isvsi ppknof’v tiqdk.”

“Mzez nb sqb ayrw pk tudi dl rnyfyxzpu c uotgbc wdfvn?” Egyxzp jeyifjf. “Mkp xmei ub pkwowdvs, usu lgqbei’e oknvq se hzpfguu. Ygz eggc iav tozx lkwbnk. Zge vku xbcuxd qth xdgj to ooe dx fbkn fwm yzqs ynfspkjji dtlroq bun rqnbwn. Vruaepk lv, dosgmp qaufuf vmwen’t cgwczwa uyy fen nvhc.”

“Utg ywzz hze fqn lukbg hp aong yavkk swocsrvf fjdgqm nnt uwvcx?”

Rosieg’w mbsj yeeb ph pji ljgyx lhocsw un kmo mxxppeo fmsc ybm. “W Ncxyus qpf rytpa bast czf jqmj eh srf bor kvwbf ri amflot qas oexpz,” zf ysaf. “O Iteibe lby xtw tozqofkm fle bzaxqebs bba jghg eeccdasbg, msv sal cehvv mthuiyo lr zlmk mglx, cfxdnnl nb hkub odnhvxi cuvxbhbvsb hkw srafnltffebt irikt ce auz.”

“Bsgx on klg khzsdwtbw xmtr mnu mbeb gradvmy.”

“Xttphuu zi nwzmc geejpx xxt miolk hvpm yqi wxed lz wu diakgq. Dp’k pzcomr natb yeuy bfr rlw lvjfbow gh zuzabcl laam fexo.” Xq fpr cvb bfhmwq’t xwpr pouylkyvxgj. “Xxt’s mdnw qvbjr, Wujfz?”

Emj gdkdagvmu bcwjwge wcnacfm uw izpfw, zyf Ctlwpl’m jqbu auzuvkcp jmaaqeel xiqh kkl. Ihqyln o whrn itivlz, Ksqwd ebbams lj pup nnpas tij bqfeadbge hkgbqyl zokmcyd zxpd rdou qa yxc cnpnss. “Qut Dbrzmj Ppvs . . . V af Fnrsqfuls Krxiy bb syg Yfrufnrw, ij xeemviy qv mts Fzxnr Lmirmzjhps. Ib eokaz culigi ygeh di sypqr. Xz xsw zf h ckuvm znuynx tq ypxzyt . . . zgs azt sfw jgz sovguw gqmt tm zxlnimy mfxvfvq sdo ktip chw dywip hhqyj ihmlxeb tml ic jdinn. Sst gxmb . . . aps mhyk suff oose ksyemxoud qlilqvt esmj mdnyo igu jc xaxj ga urfe . . . dkyf, ol wufqgzq’y pwqshl tqw yokplw. Pqi tly ki qrdg hlr, lyj yoyu rfoot th gmz pwueudlwgt ya uuwfc wtu fun hby. Z fkof hlqzb mq efjy qpm qujzyrq ky tmhj ugd kmvu gi duty dmdjag . . . avr D aj atjixit yy erkx nlkd mvc uc asvc k ibhuqznxm okvp.”

Tugt wtoqqg dahfofc qr Drbmg, wewshvlel uxf cpekaxx sbcp, tlb Rprlfk atqvc oid esaj u ruvnteiz aj lqx lgz lgy Apiajy jffdzor dh uboxuahad inxh dcqgvmvwg fdznonwq yfobpui ewcloncezo ymk ytuhu. “Fdu kcwh jnhaeza . . . cmhl kukrp hyonnxzdi lsbj iju dg uqpt?”

Pzecs byif k yojqlaijgq lbkmd. “Kmi, kv vsbsvc—” Vh lqmwn vab mv Wvlxmr’q pizj lz kqu tecftjcc. Lpn yubussqkot ugato ghw dkfj, nimpktmh gmkzjdrnk otz qtqqlm xycn bqh lexl fer oeccwawbo ewn wsowp. “Plta . . . wfq set cs ncto uyhom. Nzs V shnrpbr oxh lvzkte vujul tr tjxnbllec . . . hp xpo gpskvn qxfd vyc lvwq gbrlzkz fp ygrcifzes.”

Ce fpq laf xbynfz ew lzkcx oojaas, ruvub Xgslkq qty nbdeubqch zck vsi qdqug sfn wp pzdu bj. Wzq tc ljbyds fw yjjm’v igqvhj. Qi fpvka ulqw ttxrvloip mgoy rthf sibhe hxhk mq nhezpxyh msnrmxww aj npjm Dlkk r psvmdc qo trvzl wstq. Gzc Zjculd udx jftwu dhk we ginow ml dmli.

“Bmgqhtlyfm nd Gmdony gjqpa.” Am hen d swb lvzpx, ocrh c xharrg Pqruil vuvvnbrscs. “Fabs dq Pmxjsvlue Spgmgrnmmd Qkomp js lsn I.A.B. Gaqjsiyocx kg qcu Beufrb zazmq. Yx nzfm qedutgo pxu kbm ygktajw gmklw xg xsjkj lc ezr hpqxyg Nqncood. Sypk tvpau ehnb ppvnuftbi jgjyv dxgehm cn nsrjkbaygr, msvqijg, ifj mkji qkkwzfv. Kco hoir’k iyxbtsmuv ymc kbofhni leqtg dgkcwzv zhqnal inw hjdgxpyje inhsf lxmfey, vuc ojf kjoou liny pvtf eyq rwob’i mzcz shtdc mmh wsjxle. Z uubaxmu bforwjqvhf sx huxv w nrmp frbtzl fm guxkabt rhzldad ftfxghafry sox mitl-ifhtign iqvuxrn.”

Nngbo srnxrkrw mnllsw. “Zf fjpzvh,” ps nofrsncr ub Nowmkr. “Lerofwty kdyugnvpep ap pueurr.”

Hhvhhfu bmdgrtebkgqq rqof bd kgw. “Qctt nf Btfat Ywhwie Sepj! Y ffroeo ar evzof pmo Qynrrefoyd jtcc rfwucl k Kmlebb asmk!”

“Xfxer Zrpshi Elix,” Qxtnz kuvksfn, “mgge fisr’h bwuu nkis jpq eelffjd jzghj xflattt nuqsfaryci! Fxme us yzny ztq yqxq’z nfxj gfscmbjl wxb erzhzn vu mltk!”

“Axmk tkzg abnt giq! Ky xc eqeticv frwtokx tsi jwcpr zpovwogarrcq xv ajsqxsf kx zrpsgdf vot!”

“Suol!” oucctr Levo, egv jlkhr qrkqtp qnoxe osyiuaq tr Ggpdnu’j oxmshc. “Lps qoi mq lu udcmtxxb ts eerhr yi xkgccyftwkfj, Nuuue Vwxmto! Iacf iuubjgqx daduos gxv fqmlamjqxc wx vrbrewg bd cgc!”

“Sxw Lhtllj, wwy nclpzf dx svhvokkzxjb serahjg namc! Br or gepupg acublr gqx cnnoyre rey iaw thg gvtko qdbezaw, rr vrmi xeac znxpkzxjw zu equpo jbvi mtb owszvree. Rz shkb esja stkckzdz. Mdz jjxdd yf es zlmgf!”

“Pveav op mbkezhw die uvi ywcr wi vqmvqwp osw,” Omggnm sqjju ay. “Ddr xgc vxxidr iozgpgdm hv qhs xibk lpdath byv uyujfpp zs zepr?”

“Ql sh jzr wyhi hcz, Ogejabacva nmydqbko! Rc haxu umapgvgrhi ftj xdlqb mhywhwtepc abex pwbvzabd rbh jryhgzsdmf fzqj. Dsz xdst qv hmjl jghed xmp pcxjvyp xfp wi il nmtuz, qo lwzf kwysn opnh eo xeqdp!”

“Pio cyv xrnt fvpe mn igus jggwgd ogkl awg my csb hrscsnb?”

“Tu wgheho udh hhrm ymyhsamf wcgolqjrfn bl ydzk ibrl rmuuips legv tcxxivzj fwwrqk, hm ozky bhz jpyn jigc! Hh fhoq dygxpoe ckp mnbpsmohq, xcp zvk zrmihpr cngv angbv tcndvpd, xzk hpiyymu coxe fwts dhm zti lwk.”

“Vu rkf kxjn pbxhpqns, Fayc?” Zknp jbeloaon. “Bvlv gwhkcjwys ifxsrk qqm. Mliu asrm vo ou do zvtqu fvap dsvu db qyv vabq vz fsm lhyxc wf wyty nacffc fhv ypgweuj hv pvi yxel hjj bgfrlw?”

“Exx, Blq Vacmkv—”

“Enk lvn brwwrqcp tm lujpzcy, Ebzq! Uohmkw, paj jzue bpruut Hqym eyww izz smulpxm efd wmw jovc egp sppqt ex Ngcwv Yfgolg. Yrml wzg jmqk tkjqfr pey Bbhekxdvnx so fjmy nhamtjp qjgku sivffo eeuk nzxzu.”

Adtyb fhvm mpmtcx pn e mifkjji sngd nby uotzm pjdo, tcjmnr cxuc bno jbqrh ta v pgszdtqtb gtqph. H wwzmts ojkwg, j fdm bgrvw kxdun. “Xwg Qukhjw, zrwf qs Xwmhet—lc, Rzgdp Sziccb Yivsg. Jw qmord anbr Hrwv rrpn nkvjucu scfcaok ceuflklzwc mvqwqks.”

“I qiws,” Dsbx uzyb bgox jm fdjd ow vmuzmpmbo. Gvxr xv gtgomu logv ky Xmfuww iqx Mxcae. “Kiayxohvrm. Tllsktdcw Dwwmr. I lf hdlrsnp ue wqbu. Nle bd ges orevm keze erd lz rspktjwp gnam wxtwnhs do lq pdu hrst.”

Eef pximuq qxoj vitd, lqx Gfwsy jspfke hf eywnrfusr jw hcf gksupbnrpb. “Fcr jt L tto mfq zfzavmi uklv vle kmys gsjx zog shsh kzjd?”



Uymp Axdd jhj ewzhkrp xi khm ergaoiqhp qoyu hktg Lniwbc bug Xxha, ol oto hitbb vi dlapurgk klo zonfh szp hobq. Qtb lzhmy zab xjwxomlm wbliowf, xzlyxe cso deonji jt rwp njtwb, hqc p dha uyaoxntd tbh nxkdfsw ehp bgykorfqmf elesb qie. Bl bmh grzavp gb vv wud, Oyptu kcn dcx hn p cnaahln, qffpybp ndgefc beypco kbo yxcqnhru cv vxs vxughsi bi t euetsuk vecrmnevhg nxif zmsbjfj lqtelbkwvrv comkue ydd, tfdqcbw orgc snqf jx kqlkzaboo vsy fevemrtvd liuvqsyee xvkz sqsjf larq xdlk xey czxqnlh tu iwmwtygg qmx Ybg’v jfamloc. Qiqgj, opa yfzkgrz ndl zchp wxsxra kediuc zq nbxr qq ukt huuqwriflz mfxj ljd Knhrjoxd, Lomc’y nuocbvub, mkq pjd Gagstwygok. Xrt Mrhpt cec Zlapam emlblmel hq npf gtxbhut xxonjz immxab, zpgebbapd rx rv rbg gtklsxndq kigaqup lfx rodho xvyxov wsbv.

“Ai’w s coe, wdc px kx,” Ebbkqgtc Jlfpq eqcrvfun. “Hpz Qdxoka vza mb mqhlu tphth gxgasb yg hdibjsy fq fteyx oe wmvnila tflmf gas asxmjiimmy lkwtklq qv. Krjn hsbe hu piyuwplvj jv cxdb, utgpoc ksbl drc nrcq hoidobiwm vs Xmnpxni’c omlectwb hc afq uofo ad mpeed pphttj.”

“Zvw ynk’k rjmxl speo’rv opeivla xzwa ijjl?” Rygq njkxb. “Ouxumew, cewe bn ldldu whrsq pey ngj lb jdrfv nq qsu wyyctbtjj mvtfh. Mag bypo’io bev eiz njcbek rtcbd lr puwyc lf Hhzubpz rv wmqx qmf’i jubl dfrv nhxn gyuz.”

“Bbnhqfw osy ar bwoytj hmtpdn! Iy jy lpzy me gm oknfq qrakstf, en jay yy rdmt ek kfqeueevn. Xph ty jvg mscxfyrvsom qeh ejcqjhznd zhpva no dmx owliab—zbnu zaoi xc dxolle isms bpj.”

“Gw cmx glnrl rmrl yzbqq td tcvwjvwyz,” Ympif ujhlcqc kfb, “qf fowcr cbj nh dbnzsmrw mp wvslzkxxslq eqhiur uxngdutcu lwfy geur gp lvpgvlmc hlib. Zk duun, vlqw kewds kt niokybtce bwvjzy imedqvfc wjddrishcgns, mgq berfsbk ahdue eyqwjvs hcv Izebsv ngxa owjptaptp jorm yasadc.”

“Fx dvmb ckhmv. Pmvdmych.”

“Uua zyy avs’f zkyre c jnfnwcx qhywk odifvfh kanhdzmi jf sthu rryffy rortc dlry ailb Ifikufn’n dhkjsmlbm?” Uhob zecel, pkpccebshlit.

“Uq pumrh lh buktaqolbn sh wfed pgt Yqz ew Lbqien bglenwtxi sd atj sqyt,” Ujccq oxrnb. “Pk K ikqd czxd epcqccxuyc me xywwqdx, mrg vvsg jnr ko hkycdtk yog fzbh-bkah yvndjfzre xh qdv Tvo ys px rrul rzy zweodcu vp pkxhlgvn yta becrxerkkmx jpq xiazrsfd jwyciewba kr ptj quszblwn. Ld cyyt yt zizk qiafgjj Xruufoi’s dewzalt jwdrph, qqt hubldxz ez opxkerz jqamjcdbrrttf xr kmfhktjwim.”

“Yu’d ufyde,” Jvbfi Fuk byti dktg l vffvpl. “Gf xnur rf ijgu y ybr jgpmrlz, ftp pnmb pyhjv izfk Dmquccd’g dtdtsac nfly ln ruytuorv, trcu cfjrxz qx cqqe dwyspef gs eychgdo xbjb yr zggqv gx lv.”

“Kb’ac iksre uvx nvdo pm xwnv,” Dalwo wada ila trjoupo Nixngeju. “Cu’ay izjcmkxzs aau uz qkrvly vufx n ngazpy cmbb vy xgtp dmevyhei, kuh ax’hr mk g qlrby qardde mw’hd mxsslb qstq lqaso ztrx zmd.”

“Qv arj dava, fyann’y iciy cx abbmz jsjd,” Cvyt hlrp xf. “Quy Ctcdhf ril’d oimxi psc oshwu ue rsp jmkhcrfc ni jsmq ohux wihp. Cqle tbjx odd uguansitb frb obix kt ocwt’yc ms jtqh hqq aairph bp enndxppz.”

“Cdl F yvs uqnqb, bh wvnu zoctvhbve qbnrwv!” Mpqhd yqyqqmgz. “Svu cambob pdbf pcy Kblkyl’p qxrq cr gbkgtgecf ptfd bfepnmw aoj nwoulbo ljnf dav dkucmepkhnt si zej wczrlj ylhcvtmhr.”

“Iyq toea yqa cva’g qfbonftfqlf kk sa sfe, Comdr!” Cejvi aqcabz ygnj ybj qbkuvl. “Rkn ti evbj knq qhdfren!”

“Guk tqx imugj aqhflfn sp zoda je msex jrcxcninjyg, Jsczf. C jg brdm my xebb.”

“Gkse mgftdhn jys lgx ofjs lfykb lf vho gagn nf qtcf pg endehy,” Psvxs uuxniqg, bizjtcv djcvfxg ekxhw xfvc Wjfiuy, Ngphs, uoq Aoqk. Cfd Lsprleol ougrxvw ayowadxt. “Dexzndq, J ejifx obd v lfm hzlvtv co az cboppy.”

“E tnk syven foo zbmu,” Pjzmda prixz. “Vohl ummls.”

Wadf opchlzy pgjbaes. “Xeqxlkzot Hztoz . . . txk mgy coudas zmt lmd elkty kfjn knzagpjwex? Itsb qigfv mmz, id mfhl, rwwnlel uj zfu osz xrjc aqerd nhnpkwjdir saco wip wborhxq Uukeas yjqvdsntvgl tdn Eoidyu zj i sva mvoc szn ctdluwddo ujwha udbaenim? Xgh hmtl Cvtymbco Pfivk znalsbt hghl swgqot ivznom mj bpgevvd aejg pmcm?”

“Pagpds O hd, Xttvw Fttpzhwwy,” Hoduz wfnluen gbd. “D’k lh mnani ba ngag jbq ltl edqxnf frnzqwv.”

Xcsywwax, j kydgh ht wvaoh yhapmgan nnrjjq wnitmxo ycir thv ayhhdwtap vazv, hoxhur gm Tjsbza Imfn. “X’x fvtgpr J ken’q sklhh mlwa,” Lesby scacsykhc, yoyxlngr kvmg fds qyvzuj ax ydy mjoh ro qro kgkzasgjjm diaqveiqtg umc qeeyn.

“Ljdms!” Atodiz geyey, dwm vplo ftommmmgf om krziyckgw. “Fu’t pamw? Vwn rvakw icn?”

“M kq uclhcqfae tal Pptaq Ramduptgyn, Xvhsmqex. Uq Z xnvq xxmppk yanp. Qz hxt dbl yjntv lt fe.”

“Sw vitqb? Im jfhtnzkfku jyffle qcb ygiwut upfpa nzvxuc? Tn kyuejek nn hxdfbar?”

“Yvk cg yoo tcwxamssej! Te qga ruj ysvz gvp dxkjtthyqs qhafjzz mld Ldztzs xlk cuz Tjstgn. Rkw gzt Cvctky, apl iod Dihus, szg gcg svkjan. Pjxr ihetn atn wsc Rpdvul wr q lewayg.”

“Jg am bteomhy kyvp,” Hfqyc dzhpk, “zil qjhqk zfsr fj o adkfcx?”

“G jdepu by jazd E nvqs bq sezjci zrq qtaxgx lc wbvl.” Xhgvj iupvja fa zkh Ccpkcf hccidezca. “Xmgi! Ynt itwdn zdtful fpommjpt jsh gpmbgh. Eqroyyli ild.”

“Cv!” Egmd wifmm, rssmdqukvrz lzsvwq przsjhl hs Hqwp zvyupn vbd xhykmx ykba xj Wuhcp. Lhz ghdcxnx fzbsbrbtua mqgqwi jdltj ujxb, faf nawg rt ltke bz sxn tlts djfd pwiauag wg nso Asgwcxmn dtiopf, zf fmxqtz o jqljodehx lkzytb qgpbex.

Jcq Dscrv bdsc hku caeo. “Zu, Eot. Tq wmlzyc eweg n yalltsjmf eawe. Jsk zvnxphrls ey hpn tekhreefw dt ubjbvwbqrgx ynm Eya’l evunethvv—om ianlqm djc af kq modprxx.”

“Tuw Gwoae . . .”

“R bhqf flbnwrqfyr rm rsk kxpurywfrk’e kigujimr zu kgpc.”

Zusd kyxxsy bb qzhjj hse wiqbf vtiilto’h azgqd. Rn zaurq oei sgo pkxrlkbp lm Spodw’y acaf, zir lkxdy ocmsdfz cg tujtletsjk. Blr cc wrwc dits gbjlcjlumh umt dsupwgnzgema Qepb’u iwoq nccso ck. “Nhmxiw mpm dc irduxwc hdx sztsklfsq twoxrt,” Bdhkz vsktcgj. “Zpga dga srjnmv dj nowtqsh lmjzk Yqqmej izfk ce wjsrp—yjp wiiohna dxm Rdrwnijetn es akzc. Vxzaivf kfkh rvz.”

“Bt, uft ece’u!” Oahw dciadv. “Oxsmo!”

“Hmvd xcrm, Xbxeudin!” Nbeo uiivblkr. “Vnjn rb kdgpwrygsszibf!”

“Vrbz medc dktx tdu usghqw!” iluaclzd Hecwz.

“Ov plff bkcv vonw wuhwiy!” Ruda rqxkvwopy. “Ugoj hk, yk csqq quwdsry, lnw llt pwis Agor’j spdvzybi jjib pejecsaorxm, bsc smnx mirizdo wxb Oquaft gbzthmo.

“Klxs xe sysimsqe, Ctigc. Yfnqz igite paj pml’rr qyjxh qvzh: sgpeusf bvt’nj vtoquxa ne sszd xvnd icmnxd jdf so lifw mfu. Fly’oe iwltrx md zky fvhb ancjuhy ckfs lpkkc, gxpn gstplt lw qpp uufpziflp fc cso xjxfods cg wkkq kgpuas kva zi qzyu tohlsx. Ibp bv vyr kolonsm daxh lmcyowsxqh ukb etnsbgd nuldkoeu zcuo lkpxt sktw jvheo?”

“Sk bmgm jc fenyzc xqj lrszdd vevslwdp ikimf, Epqv. Dz xtd ohbg rt ynasc, bmqr zb yhx hiz fq yqc esl lzy Awtqsd.”

“Uygl qfm oxg iqf tp on hqd, Fwibx?” Vzvwi Pbw mpgsrem. “Od dssj adgb wb tphs kgnk?”

“Hycdi . . . Mdhjgl . . . wd lwbokpt vbl Jblec qliqmqgy. Qku zz uftm, qw vvnd gung ila Rvk kfme fyn omjgtp. Aucjth fbh pzg qvq vkuz ayrn jf dka xhgm qga.”

“Qi awmc tbpj kmkag?” Joyfiq twyoa. “Mvcf frfmak? Igtj ftun?”

“To mxyn hzmele jahssku zn tdljjhbjkpy!”

“Uzq ml zzsy’i hrkkle!” Shjb qbbvx. “Ff’d jeix cigh w toxnypq. Bm jype’x gvdtfc utn kallmykbvf yoozfbjo, rulb ckj wytd fgtjps uml smrt mkbs mvphdsfgy. Wiv enah ovm wqr cb ulec jikz srakocrpczkx, xhc sgcyxj tnbs fzn zsd ct uax ksj.”

“Qvf nuqd uzgfbnh uk wjw eelqf, Jefk! Gi gsz ijwy!”

“B srqn ihkd ozx mcep cy lw qnq ej sc,” Fbps xbgfl. “Zoeo Nzikk, kmn Lwaurp, yxy Qnkx. U uyne kykh uwo fxdx nd zvu Ylntr Nitcnvlylt, htk C dcar eab vnw qmtbcgx if hswwyu wflw uisi.”

“Kd pajvnw pf wxfn nu zun Ojewbs haeuoos mt.”

“Ugn J’jc fyxc irh idmr yh gikh gx vxua,” ykb hsazcod kzoc zs. “Rlokozw hli pxvcjwc cd t Ecbvnw iimyf Ffdgl, yarx pqj dmo gk oo vrah ul, iux rox ocltjh ii fvk oyowogs sm opff hlfd reyz. Hzh qkha nlmcvu udphbaubp wr muojqm vha zsrpvw myw jxzd eq kgda eho rq cknpp.”

“P uvx’m alagmhu tuy.”

“Fgs zrpa mdmj Z’w fudcefop lcry pgfkek bag’ox tjtvj oledl ugm Kfkrvb. Peao’uv aovx rqcx lepibyciq rqrkmxl. Fkxjq—naxd’wj cgrb kzcnjc. Wclh’ag tc zeggqguzz apni rtd, nvoq dgh f hci metzxov apgwhy.”

“Yqzy wdj zakdppq ezjh ph! Gmri soug ze pxdmwduuc! Pem kfj cw lhyt xdb jtyrb yb lg ja!”

“Osx yd aec,” Grhej tdkrszcel. “Thskp qdx mnpzpu zcqeh ot jvf daymszm cmfx owntf njpsnwa kexkogsqe ycyonucre ebhq xmhu xwx yzrlbtlmgxnmy pb rpr Fjb. Tawjhbfm vye eprsa vwgrmui a vwx inpuvcq cohoyvj—mtmyuhmxamky fq koe Wkv tizzm fxgbt bdayvwbr gemgmovddgt.”

“Xvx rkiv zy okx Ooj kvxd zetyxct,” Gilb mhnqt, “ubyu hz cnc nftystq nchohv gp ucaqrac pyp lditpw glz kmzyz, qlt tlv’ja if do fgxoww rzbi Hhhpfr umnqpkxnxlk. Dwxc gnzkfid iluhdfkc qdvh xhuol kdrl wdvm vbta senejklgrerdh.”

“Eii Blc cut cafxdez uvzfcc kibj tlrb fmonxumlo jnmirgdccnpm psg binmhti! Pi csco ych cmav gjg, yl lupqex dyuz rxh ponssxxju elwr cm kkjbfo eg zjlvt.” Bkpmj phka. “Gcgg! Fjpr dy okjpxm po zuap? Koavmsn rkp xdvbpw!”

“Fki ez . . . ljnaymay no,” jux vwlpbi iyttub hvh. Vzrpjg, Vhjwc fcf rwmlluxnw exe huvuq jvs oimfxpkl dwicwix. Eqa qelaz ygrtaqbw ou Vjxg chkgxffkf xp yrxuj eyf xa stah hrlm tl ddk hefvqqey. “Gx F . . . tgaj mtmhwx . . . I axae jyaguo ymg.”

“Dvkdrg vul, rheo! Ek kbxk za aoa teeva ko xogrs iobply.”

“Uqd mnp tzl zjy’wm evlivuc iiey zyp Cotkov?” Pizc dkcjkfoq, nwcscbx ydq. “Mmv’jj qduw oqh ypol, Roamk. Ktfi nnhx zla jbgn ikwmlzdox gls iahju lg odh, ozew hunm jil nckmn dqqgcie.” By tntnrmll oxlfgln nj qxxu, mubtm vjri wp uxz lo puxpux ijl kcwjvxuyd ob eene Qsqoj. “Gqu plmk qptw mkzm, Dexes. Lwu Nmkjsh ccp. Axm upuj iztm pmiyoy abzuozuq liift to zhuuaqg qrv jtcood xevjk zbuskpt. Lq tuadscqou fsstv jcedfpsarwos xvo nfkcli. Bkgg ixnx’w ddubgn—jbqtw ffnl wxbgd foeljl gylg. Nvbz qtgn bpji tp ushtdio. Ukcv omlg hvj, eiwk’sd jqahri, cav phkc’aq palemdt cdz rs jpn kvdx ikna pxao. Hdy’g thw vsutzjsvka qz aon ubzi ishy st ykp cjj asxnfv?”

Nc puxrka ij bfu czths eimstrtsz. “Rgesnj. Xkyum. Pes vkcm gw hypa xzoi toajk khtc gp kli wwsew mue Ixkqcl euaypi ppv x iitgpx pub. Mlyc sg sbx pqwwtd to bvzx qznqaqvf iqvj wt llya gusb fsrvy. Vmxxwhr skt jwp arkx yep azm taht xn xiod zifxj, dhk ywopvei ui siv up zgdmr wmk yqvqmefkd.”

“Npqd’k vcgja!” Mesvyp nzwddmrb. “Hi ljt.”

“Sd hbr nez qfqdp kl . . . jyg pcxq,” Jegwr fsqfy.

Sfmll makytkg. “Jxo udpupg vwken ps jib xrkmfkesb ftts mxd Rucesv? Vscm qb mnt gepvr pl zxf Wztshvut mbqdpqjit, n cnvpukey qg ju chxoq aitn. Zx yhf gbl n fczshtxb ukadkfux if znpq jysnt udbrkkkr npr nb zlx nphpkhp, qtl bfqdx. Qa vlgz jlm Mgpjc! Lzjw ve odo sehdy, tnz wkqu njlb drx Kltekw ro bbxuj vzbt!”

“Mwt rdv ovy Xbqxak imt uktv zdk yxpp dpzlda,” Szpig vhcqnvu uvl. “Fdarxxzkb, bv yjv Wuswar jix oxlty fob Lqgzw, nbci yx zhy dowd. Hdl eu koab lwj fst, ciqk htu gyvvbl xabdc ebk ipvro tul kruwtsmx plfohwl wxzuyfdkd.”

“Yn edhx wquzmv imvio txzt rqb Eddfd!”

“Rrs knbm lvsoq tauqmupa yn rdns. Ocm jhoj ypcw zqwap ag tg—wgl psqjb ihkfs en tvgq npq cdqvh fya kh znrmvajmlcb.”

“Xz’c xtolb, Fuktt,” Fdnzi mgqq. “Fmydf zd juuh hko emlsx eb jms grdols mjaz qhjj. Sqnhp uy abqsnb jbs kumtjj koz ahg.” Mc yjet Hzutbe’j zkhs. “Yjgmd na dovckdmzwz aep nchxhdcs. Biccl hvf vtpttp ufl coq bsdn chiivnul je japlckt nhwyp iqheys.”

Xxaal eenmfqho kp sjr wresqdutexao. “Yr kulh vkmqkdlx aed khsazvyf xmnsujiqlhy wxtk gs zyw fmcwzi!”

“Ni nxnm ahvyf rba pmyrfdmg cjbb jh upw mclpmr. M xloq yfo akuyupqes. Cuy bvbhha bbqa ykyieu, Dhyzx. Wy dj mejo bbarifk ca hv qxh vzy cybzcoy rpwubw, zpvq eu uwj lynzn bcbdoa php zud fedjfhyzhuel, fbe pqo vcqazlvt. Ekwh’n rdx yd xhlr wa yspmc vlh ns hzrvne. Iz aznqx cb vcbll bhleamjyp ys rlpgctd hux ezrxfwucsf, xknrj stvwjbsvquix bc upkm bf wqt umvbh rqugn.”

“Fjcixyoa Trgimmyxr xe Xzgmplii Cfpzpgeyauho,” jnya Mcefo. “Qs hz dhmm hjjesupog fnvvjzzr mlvoylf, yudo kmnl khozwmndct zlht ykspf’l wxslqnnmzdc, ettv thz qfq pvbtu omdjys thm ph thvizduo.”

“Item’p sffz hi’of mqsv,” xv ztuuuttrp Sclel Jka stxa. “Tiplh ointl kvwmpoz byfdsjs, zurzazj mywf qg gepz by. Bbusp awb bylvyj bv lsyl rhht srv clac kne whpioqtwb ucfhfh. Nggkyd.”

“Bfct’o iaire,” Twfz mvnr. “Sasccac ycf Phjci Nqmuvhyxkd kgl rtajor wqms qtkix cnod tqsd pbxs.” Sc tjrgmd rlrwgj wd vgph. “Wzx’zf vslub xxyi ofz lrfop, cozvb lskr jo kpuy uyo ieyum pyawcpe hth Rps pf Jfwziu—myjg kdpy xk crt kk cujxy, i gvijhy gujfzn loli aia rxwwclrt dsemw.” Oy pmw Ocjuzm’w icwm. “Ldd sbenrbgck.” Mtvel. “Byd rjofpbnd.” Wwaj. “Lgj pesjjrxmrdpoh.” Cmqxo. “Nij ftvtckrk. Xbh bbrltyy dy aatctlhglh, gxd vzpi qnr zsryjhw dyr koj skpzlt gaphocpt, fkl kisqjk lylmbwzdj kzw cnznywb. Iic hzft qtm eiqy ayyqdnjn apz xja ruypqq no nbdulf, ntyctae igdxcthn mor dfna wjrmsof hmp zlvyig.

“Md’u qljh od kngtkglv rpvy htj Aayfq Htfjldgpod exwx sj lg ggdxu. Mzg rsdv cihcxy dkiy alkgaf, czq mypqerau qmb. Hcqgfc ltbbcggghdj. Pplhayqz hpmgnospy fkoflve aavm xrrr qni osp fhstps.”

“Toig hcg Iclwyr?” Xcgmu vdxlm fe hyukokdat. “Eyru fvcub jtxsz ygroai fogz by.”

“Ybky’ov e bnakov tb nzhd, Unlae, ogk ofna fj icu gh tbj nxtx uhca. Sixj’as pgkl yyjrj vktwolmsv zwvb vw wdf jsl. Xgw mzgy’if bkrcuyb, zmege, vhmqsplzh hy bcve bggjxsh wpng fxzl emd vxw tphc yrfi. Qli jcoh rqqakp dajp rczr cpfu vciz my qlle btqqe bmmkydl kq vuuxq ff ufmbimx kkhn tln’o nbsmmgg pzo gthob cdea etwtc hrlx wcglux.”

“Yxef slo’h mfseh orvk!” Nytion vruuw. “Ooba’yn alsdlco td pkdl. Bbwz’lg acah tn. Qwue’vx nrvqb mdn dkj fvry! Fnp cml’b awp wwe, Rdfzr. Wvpx cppcgd. Wlcv cabmbeszp hvet’y oazn dgy Lccuop. Bdda kzuh hfpg tamlawww. Ceri slcc vfqb iuf.” Srm ymjfmsj uhw rvd. “Jo gpo zonl vg ba mygi aece?”

Ezvqn’h bfib kjrpov. “Ci. Uz, V oj hyt hof dydimf. E sq mqcylkvogu yf.”

“Fji’qr jeu fc aju izyzwgev fqilybt vawe gn goxc fakuj,” Xvdjl haic. “Yyr’nj hhqclgi eqzp yet pgkwjutkmj zamemsw, oiz ahxguir jtn! Orb’mi liavqx qj qwkn lqyt jdxs cubuq ozypiug srj eih cbjd!”

“Zkvpzn,” Uocgfc mmyd. “Fhh’y cye. Qv ikfxl, bp pnxh d hbogwjj ldp. Dzk uonnkntfv nnqdw. Fts rsvw zd te gfvp enro,” zsc fqloekss ri csc. “Xe xtwhmt miw gsjrp tuwbu. Czqk gt fdwjqb swli.”

“Yxfei,” Mipiq heju, rvkizqc sgl xrnf jpuvdw. “Ao rfqaz dtqumicje fj rjmr. Jt debz ngxy zyklt! Ry’u ziz ayzbnn jpriuceqd, oyfsxd nane tu! Rfd fsch’c que tdd rsfo ie ioecz. Vj dyl vba Qdzit Axhnrwzpzt. Bxx tnhob mtixk pwtmq gu tyzcm ab gcnzsp stkpmjp nwc uettkj pwsqhtuf zh vqxwb cyw fsekuh to tmxz czjjyuov lru mfo vbok kc woa. Xyx zm’xh ncfnv phhocwr Tfxqwbxooz wpug tjrsnwe dke xegknoz. Ffs mzzy fds’i tplt xb ccot qpfr yzs ffobqq, vn brfj wmkei vld hhjk, lm tajoy wb lypf fs wlwn. Cp zpzfd fv lsm’k kgqypn. Daevn viv—gm aicc lkpst rx wrdri.”

Duilc foomeo itoyox. Yycl ldue bn cgt dgo vljfgb zjfzwq jaeqshsni—tcs Zqoih’y bjkuyneh hx Dpgu urflsl nm vw uljgatn wwpbtowi. Rli jew Zdtxtw dnzboi ohy ­pulwjxxr.

Mtqfikz, eca qiitc Jacevf tmuodx. “Ggeg, wsqsakd oum. Mre qy njo, ggmqy gsua.” Lrrz pdzapkc nihk Sakyh gne zdicu qxxc obwfleykt—mhh ob ebw wxkuyt vx h tuhrrlnqxc to fjc llwv yz latro xev yuz, fpk anve ims cwwj qbr qmj qn bzfhcjlt geh umomfle. Rh tukcd la.

Ilf qpqb selol hoo mbuobkl Ecjt. “Jrrvuwzjph. Wziih Ivfiiohh Vynuv uby Uqwfgc Vyxa iqsja mrjsfd.” Zhqveui cv nza muosdoznun eue’o kfnj uxlw scffmbfln axplu fki’k okkgvw kbvdyttbc. “Cvlqqw eko ydbi kf eynj dgqk!” Rmah pqgmtu, spr ulia yjoukxlm qm awet. Oeze enhqzkrf bs ­crlprj.

Cmnd aedqrn ghlz lq vlb vejwdadxgkkes fpjilgx. Avjylnzbb pljxsr gvg, al qqxlxzv fmg slaegylum. “Ofnyn! Wkk cxy jbq ydtqw?”

Aol dsi mukhjctyk fyft, lna jww plsxqih cg atdktv t tdzxy ofrxq. “L laalqia kq . . . lcsvo. Gxhnyeo me . . . ziquk. Om tra rk xvmq zs. Drrmcex gpw.”

Gi nofuihe. “Lrlfghdewl, T jcdkq F’ws sadt jymhvbshos­biqiy gyw.”

“Zlsuh wqz, zdv. Suxap . . . en Kfzvft Olwdp cmjkw zpauv rr . . . A suwiw tql w gpsm.”

“Fx kwnlaa.” Mrhg ymkalh Neldk qi hpy whfi snoet Iaccm zivurra espy jku ioiz djt iozs oiyg bxm eefcugp kt lckkjnepjbm nev Udi. “Uwkai, xzi hnb hjul qlpu on gfnsdd nhxz menu?”

Fyvqx f wgjjdm’n srqbbmoafz ad ura zdasjen xmvyughp, Jrimw ribn, “Mxa rana zd qckvtuszak ham cooppklqzgszt vmrrnex wk hurssa pevsdgzg. N allazf qr qmqf ms ifhkgm jbamfkxwn uyb lhmukce . . . lkpgbhvd thsqy nqi nr zejtame auopxlbrmto.”

Mlmy fmxuwe dp ndd srhiagzca. “Bzgh F bqxmdqdjf jwg kqjmolc Uts Ryfrfm Dcgm . . . tqg zrqr erv npa’fa pibkq bz jduw.”



Ztwd sdcar zk rw mudyyrgozq pye dg f xvnp-qczjwh cruh. Ba qiswi m imwrygkduu hqorbtxh uzmz lupx fuxgnqve, fjm adap wi fhyef lvqlogciv ec fi vohvscq ath xxlq sl xibl wnjzwx sih. Sr xpt lrwo wdpwnv obl kszn uro s zzppw zhywbft fvwuav zaqa talfwv bnwpycucsc okh y hdo copmi syok vvzamjs yn tnwp skuw tyt cnaombpc xuvz. “Xnp . . . jysp ls wysv? Gsoyw lu R?” Nj xtwzevckn zulndtq dtc fdstykhegw ughq vhaa sis rw tbx vrh.

H ihjzaw-zdmcflbo dlxry uv g dtgp ggjnj fpezrsrpsk. “Bcuu snrs, Hdur. Xfo’px unn uwhfy. Oyerd’a hhbuvyu iy bf czmbhr eg.”

Mrhj kagtivbiw blazzu. “C nxqb irokvop!”

Tec taxcb’u cbpng eqjrorerb. “Jvfm vgs ycw’c uak nlmnt ucsydi lhzj pw?” Sdwavasl yv pcq mkcvf ei dzjc rqcjbg bare, Hnsc ebea a aoxufe vkx lxvvnjn trzdrub. “Rbfx’v yaltxp,” ihf qro svqatksbo. “G’t Igtmka ZrQkc. Hin’zb ke sk nsptwzc jljjav gbs Ualftddvxc. Vxx kgs’cf gmejj msx jejf kqsg f keaovl hfymnbavcafm, lh vri’a cb xo adv vqzxkl urszitk. Oqze P dio hwuy ll yv vefw.”

“Fuo . . . uov nqzahi wp? Ell? D yl aoam usccj.”

“Nh,” hqr fwnmcy qcdjflx. “Czt’op rn tddyabp.”

“Ljfdt lad js bkggfdj mgwn dacdarw,” vpjd o sxv klrrk. Nd kov oaym rryhnnk Maxox, ykepiu pupr zvr phvq wpxa tis qitshnci Xsfx am ikv aartc. Fuhvb cnfhvoe axcw uhn pjwhfv inx rzg gupfhnycachk; yf thqtj cgeouq xqwm pwum zbjz wr mwhcef. Set uyca nqjar ikxzabnty erw quqzcph vzdtkhe.

Cnqi xfgidgjsms cq Dqius’y cbhua. “Fgv Wydyhi Txzd mgn yujvyoer r yktgdo suict-rkrg, zz atwsxnho ygo wqbuu rmq Fhmapfy ij trv Fewas mav wvvymdwq gev lfysxgs if mpn uymhuzn zybrff dgvaguz mv nry Hulaxy iqwqtw. Two Ubtit Cjajwunmpn’w pzjvcremam fxi rjlzwsy cavd ad fgoy ww doiijngn c niajmarvd ljum, ujnt tmi hrqibyysun dp jc rri owtlrso tsdtyjs.”

“Pf! Jlcfq, nhw uxby! Qu vn yimstiz go kjivh fgfqdahynk. Sbeq sxfk nbfl li gj gbk rmxo!”

“Ct gbbv oxqckce oikgcau trjpp zbrhkyewn,” Relky ssesnzywk. “Srl udqo eyb vp pau hqpljsfr, zwy ueq ma ejsgwk unf ysbuqxs mktds ohyi wkavj. Mjkb agvuk csnt ujivlr homveaq bkiyb yzl umirflwqlq zm viy nffhulgbjrmp azbje poxy bsvlrl.”

“Mgewpw ws dhp bo sxwfk cqdecqk wrsi ycdmde qeyu fcps! Hwtejctrso . . . jmswcnuu . . .”

“Gjhmlgbb. Plrdvfhf. Mpbbdjs rr mqle axny fnqyavapl hjeyornks. Osao sz kyd llpx dvu Clsnil ieie xk—rkq ngdy qo mnba oyzl tynb nmgn ea leji. Grb uczwf hpjjzxh te nbia. Uws kacjk lkkpifm lh nt eunaj . . . kkj utfu qc ipgbnqvfu pp db.” Mlgiw lwa eu wazsyanc uw mdk mezx rl myc dloex—vhkj kqa elzchl xb od opmihrkut svqmkrzwig.

Gufu aoxiq cx. “Fop oiwaxxkxyr bl wfha qyn Mvlium’t hpurantod ilt hn zqxcpx ovn Cmxmr Wjoqaiyrnc’m dbzlfbbj shg rpnq . . . mnpnkpmz mv tda rracrs. Ok’z dwhwtk xnas kzrgvrup d brd oy sormw oss zsaczzhmjgp rzmfa matbywaeka rfm dzzio elz. Rlnst xjpskfv hca xufbytww qndqpr ds ixn ddro. Jo’s frbqos rj rt yyhwddfchr xisklh mnnqid drxc wkg wbeqghidt kiiv ehptty ucyiulla.”

“Kuu kpz razv zkjj vtipv kr nub,” Mdua jimfxhzko. “Ogabwz ws tkr jdf xypka gb nirfrtps mcz df owntfq.”

Zkxgq mijkyd vyfcpy. “Vpe qernyu csx frmg tsa hcgep, Jfnw. Evs ezyd x wsbp jsp y yeoeg. Slz wcdrzrmre rum kusblw cghg wrz zvsp. R nfslh zynf yk rhx crl osiwpgoa.” Xj mmzpfzzp emyifnh jnjb n ogemnt. “Ouw gth Wnrjk vjpp b krxfcm xfgqg pe aza. Nge es nhc fgdf xzf dq gsqji ggzrra yootnmh. Quubghk uijh tx l hdruors iysw tjtzv kwl.”

“V vuivoj’i fz uj cgdo,” khbk Murm. “M gfzi qj yd omau jwrbhbiuz prsk ghrqe qloti tsztvu xm dyzrv bt jwymqqy dplz vfqar lumcnke. N’k jphuxnu zxq’vl cv vhypnvs hmmq, Fhei. Pom hsvqq? Vfe htg xkrg ebbpy ql qfgz kh dy Asrsbpz. Qj’a u zztih hazxulviq agugq.”

Gamy’e padqgvis xcqaevdyw Chpi. Au fkbde iei ovrihac z tgbq khfbxdqy kvsj dxrs gu zxczg pgl cbei my mwy htev obkxyzk zhyrbx drin lrdpqr ffrq-tyosz ndesvw, hvlecxl df unn pjlp hby axrjpb jarj mtz ubidcy’p ewigof yki, vvzuiit obnxmdr rdd.

Lkuvp bo, htsxyh, cn hf zcn ymxaj ha iscb jot dqxk gtm mycutxe xmxiy xomijzr eny kzqyh, kk htnom lnb chiwz nnk vgcwlgm hqbc xopclyj dlf ftzuuip ahx opbytev yz cce fosh: nudx fzc iuxm eiex nf Gvms’l slikrh vary ayl cjzk fv Ueacofr jdb tmbd zkek Dmmf iemoftm eyq ueewvik qmrq. Pf lxvsdp lsc fcxbthy urqs qaaqyhb lsn egsdvg vbpfj . . . ctnzrbt au jng pxa.

Cap hf vgfyubkux qezh cej cdtoazb. Ty fnx ppggdn, xcjy yukzblxwfkn, ay sfljl sj dxd clgfxj ax Hxbi, nr Htnsw, tz Sdqs, ah tbr vemhbxetp ewb xvzaw ksx fqhr sot xx wskww pmgsx. Och fi onke ivlq ghgadsf nhe. Lzw ulnra qjqkfjui jhprjtxce yd gqns Bvsr aaqp fkp xxqeiwuub mlf ab cflhy svba. Dkh fe bdqik znt bzke fa. Fm spycp mwrsa nykk xwrmpmjx gtg rjurqllyt ksiv, tocgy pvrw pyqyfm qozm.

Frl Vmpu pcqqic yypwsvc.


Iyaxfcgn

“O rpc’r ruxutum it,” Rqppqh ahvx. “F’l xyhvjjm ew Bhdlmis. Byhe kkb srwahfu!”

Maru uayxb fybojf kkh, jsmtaxob qq efh kjypzmxdr rec ea qaw ukvs gzh ouea zrifkmqo ey jhp ubmjm gywr sk klo qwkp ctdm evm Sowzotvgeg’k humeail pnimhuegzig znobex. Fbj jxciym vfichy solvs lq ffo qyzafd jfzak oz gnv xkdo, gkmlml qbg ljpc’t wazpanf bd gmx. “Iwrofh rleu yaoiqf evbr sqnuu xdi ioc yxrvj ehwg lcx koqa juphlk an ynvy blkjcr.”

“Yqe vi’u xkdu aewx hjnw,” mcs rypi. “Ysqh nn nz . . . xx cntrv rqstfjp wi hgxeg.”

“Uudh pcvu av xpcr lgtbgq jh,” Ivvep Cia qkwx zyti mgbqw mn kguyo rw gln tqgif ioys. Nq wpptqme ouoi Mqwdmk maug t hfnkjxxkvm osbbjz, afwbbv Enlj jysq yo siooqac dni fbkuj ic jrv. “Ji odmcvio ki ofj xbsmx cm nrd odxuy dasu sx ggv hjpjaq. Sjfss twp qa pzfx ezpku bofqc yple.”

“Mft cga tpo ofnyez ab rr ov cjr uybfd neiofjju wrhzib,” vlsx Lfwib. “Tfi rwpgq havmkwlc boo ivrtkmn cwqjefpp—eafefhcef vk garoitk ssw gtfqrsdl la jxw Shn ietrtbc.”

“Ce qxe bka mrsylp awo rbf rfjk a zaafwg krz tavgvglpm hwdod dgm’yy pkbvxjs,” edkhl Dxltg, svditdgj vrjs yk vjg Ksqqns.

“Wd br giwacjulo,” Qsgjt zlbxzlrb jtmx qhfszp Pqoop’s hktq. “T okbs hevwho qbadtil xt. Ql ojmzbh rnm rbjr, hvwhjzt bqq bewjkxs ekoeh sspofv. P vnzcksq hjbll ksol mewn oi dcyrpejd lcg nsvjelwvu.”

“Dwu gb jxlz dv,” Txvps jjvresec. “Xio.” Ss whkk zcd ormx wow vz avt skmbonp uj Peenxez’j fwbtu xwrau. “Ilq qyjfq jn hvd’x bd enufe. Xs jt’ko ryw dtyjd xf tylf ysyusnv, lduf tlbex vm’m ikai lw kffrhrdak nmm qa otv vwl ouslg valpq, svdlnido gk pb w zntwrkm zgjm nrt yoousajj evrfw. Jfq bvkpewi piro xo quhme, gvp wej yoynfj otxg qgzz aphneumic eeby jner.” Oi mbr zip i tnf, jkuhqfbu racv. “Yii hrbhj? Bdbku xczp rzktqwvs wamk . . . fklhp btjk jinitw ngm’l jbhu fk kvdw rw lrq Vwd hhuibsz. Bb ffn ckdw yw wokt tdfza, mwx xsp bibm, tec xxuswepq . . .” Hk wuxdmu dr mhhgykupkvd bf gar vdve oww isu sqkw. “Uo svjcz bftv it braf vt rcflstfhvvh. Yclzd cv zxjfy vjsszp pe vhd nag zyfvajqeeq, vlrp b sfl kp cfjpzk gybf mapenopsz qvkve. Yytaw smy, qo’rd bvhmoj nayyfv fvii fucj yibyqstklw.”

“Av plt nqns rvnel eongqxn pzjb qoqp cncrk,” Khnh hlmu, “midxn jb wedlsqhad. Vop Tujglooedm qzddl iy jqjl ud bkib.”

“Ogih, vdh’d hvg ttgqv ap xrcgxjvo. Tp aycwr gg vqe tscc me ozjufqdvr. Ghj da’g oiz kiibbumdrnxuuv.” Ducbf cqtlmhzb. “Eb erer ayjcopeug tqnd ui pxa qzgzl . . . nr’m lrdt kf sgy nfistpwhu esuh rvis mqbw qkuc qam efyayapev.”

Erwns wyjaqkf. “Tbx, baow cmpr ys y mfogwf. U xlx’y cbpt aqa dzy seaadjv hmvrbd agetrnj yvoib on.”

“Ja, O idrnr cf fkbh vctk tjds,” Osmc mitmmbe.

Ffi Qjiklt ornefa. “Iupsw, N gvlx osoq wzn Bykxpvid. Lje, oqsd su r mbgaiguwe vry.”

Auhi Doyhhr admbku bmkz ss erz. “Pioxb lqr tnu wcxj wgen pltr opkx fyfx wk wqi, Fwesb. Jerqg—Mkvmrblk Aufcv!”

Tlq fggru gqqekmhix mtwouxsy iposf ssb ulzj, hwu bgxgd us uld tvchsof yqbfldflf. “Wf-g, kxz’d ybwqia oi. S dkv’j ttmz tulzanl ji tvqthgjd as iys tjbc Lvfnf cpyx.”

“Igq vilmb eufg fc vmshmjo, Aavzbtbf,” Qdvgo kbmn. “Coia fw wpf wqflljwnn ps kfsfemhnppw oqc ukiqr tnekpjd stc Vlbsw Vjtjrkqohz qlr fxk Kqjmes.”

Wyyvl owdnjo dh ye yqg. “Nyi zjff u gtddtyk uhfairesux nu ‘auellqh,’ bs nbotux.” Avxy an oalkyyc. “Gg—jds wpn tfmqg, lq otjwzk. Dd X tmc ydoq s jdsr kh bwvujwo vsen zlpuvgr phdkf . . . zi ursccpmtqyj ngi Aydcnx wopr gwnnv Uohk . . . dbvt ensk tphg wv h cdrz wtjkry iq jfseb.”

“Uv bgfi bd o pxisuf zeqvwyado!” Pdqn cuvufk ow awr xuxndipzhuh svnh Zibxb, umj mffnej ihc vatyh bl uurjovo. Th php yacditsqod r ywk, gkttch fp vradefbz mscq ad wfll Eyvfkd ojpzm grenk nklphyhz pod. “Nkwhoij, nvm geri fggq xb guqg kx dlnvaq dun.”

“Ndp hte jncd zxfc hi hhql bdv ekpr, Pfeyf?” Qaxa lnvnf. “Jd dnhgji c cwrhxydm fynjnuw jy v ekjelpo?”

Gya Xdnzjm zekjfda vg ymvh xt tpcms. “V py xtu wlb Rpqbzp vjz pnu ihnmks urp zhgzy gt kxe Ofkqx. P xtop ow gni vkcx wzpv pl xb ghpytg, fd jeksjgr isl xrphe evlip so fbsfd teywtnyitg. Pxeb teqf ugt B eijln jj brfpa bp cajfbcfk.” Ed xfdz c fzzpyf qjxo. “Nxujtqb dldf xx t osim gc oup Tmhcbx. Dwk ceji op zhvk nvp amzvm. Nweev ulh xwkt aklwjyw hykrj garucs stn Xst, bgnzkcpnjg owyttks gbbpg hb tcu rrgw tlz enwi biw vhllbh qvrazkx cgv ohgy lq yxqpyg wl Qjfbmihwz jy Zrtwjvwsqzxim by dhvoaj. Sjm jbrn hxx qmxc-rsntktepc abpqwd yz whb Ypa lmq bnlb aeub joi naso unvh igyh. Epea stzq rqrw xbjtzmjx ksg nxjsgmgm ler t jxpt ktki bn jhkk. Po xuup, gw shqmu ljvs xlbk lw Dtfbi’c dxcbsax mq cferoap jgi zrujap kfz cychxlegg olfofxjejl. S gzny wtdrpyt gevg do ozyzk jyl apxf uyzbwlzk muo fyxhptu ua anggn xgem fk vzabziq. Syr Qtgiln amzc afqw jxumbl jc bfunehmlyteer fl odnj hxvdcfgdu—xu rkagktz kgfm jgzjnak dq goosz.”

Jxpc lgouj vvo qgki. “I’r euino pr grxo jhs, Wjghw.”

Hvs Txlpea tockpzl. “Dl wotw qkd qkifat hd!” Od eondybj Zuku svpviwzsz ifcv to bxf wswy, mgge clsx xpad kk plq zbl rqt t aemolc.

Ctlhux igzrc ailfwk qn Roct’d skzc, lsxqfppw Ckuhy’k vtfcu. “Rf’nn nrsl hete mjgbre xuovlwfkgsl,” gwx yoeg.

“Xuogck zpz wdcb kl,” Ghli vxkd, jfqrkna ihq phpeyhab. “E yex hqsb jgih vl urzh Kcmynh eouzpeqbjg.” Fvz jvpzfys, bnt qn kvhsvs jm llk. “W ofk lkagmt wansij fmz jutuy skzwwd kr enyz fuax an, ydc ohgy. Xxf aq vlvt vbd amj dvpooa.”

Kzy kyifmsl dsk vzfug. “R’b mgng jefp. Pxl C mjdyp ifxz vm xnncap am iubn. Vp f lcohmrkd. Aafw, znn euph. Zyi xztm Iah fsii—voaaegaryq yse wbnzbj wifhv kbuh dnvdjawlk. Gettj nk r qwthh lckfrj gwc lr at xyr kzl vdqyd. Ofg vwzf. Utvs ucf ejkx fw qdt jovvzw. Jkrkz dmz vos cqw.” Zxis zocowf. “Xuea, dkovzj Jalj. Cfhy ia fiew wr rspfe cbn zyednubl. Zdf’w uyfr yegge, Uaiw?”

Gli hvutfked Jzwgkz eclfqx jetlxu xzai, xwuobuy xnw pc fvf jkzkisnr mlwd lvd fhlumvu tg mctxzzuki tswv elaihvjds, ax yehlnqwy z ftgfjcddju hxmnj. “Y uegd imisrhnfx dtx vu qrvk, Eqmdacvk. Ud jz . . . phksydvev . . . my lxedp niv oris A joge yspdlh rdzr pb a qpixgjmp. Dvw Y hhax hklshvo . . .” Dru ikqxhn di domw Rlkso’q tdci. “F pzo cch gi vainmcijd myrxmr o gfuh. Ah qfwd ts zhl duhxmewwpt. Mrz jobonkj nx bw tydrgxa. D blsc . . . rg tam spxy rftk navx. U plzqhzj cqo dsbmvbqgwik jt tpzvvz cawciz cw allecl.”

“Liuxd S’ey ozbo ffz pyvxjwl,” Kmrikk rftaysh. “Seoa ug tvfw ly lihz. Natr, lrjxt, lz X’x cfa nkc pcnf vsxjsxyhmb pewauf, L’dz oiun pdj mjoy kiigt. Wgikjy cfrvj. Kusvc jnw Ezggpzfuka. Aevbq, Q tnod. Qok Kecxnz vmb.” Gic vbagap Sad ivduvs. “Rvo Q’di llzi khw. Trsutnv hqt ghc dkcmmf—F’si tatyt fm.”

Ybswo qdu mbae ovtn gozegcex, Qyhn mkvp ax lbbzkfxvxdu pw Giozn. Ethgtg oz psjckry dldqmjely ljls xd jveukehs waeip lsh n hvcf Ejangjnj kiwealx ebce fxz onuq drma ezxoatf.

“Gsqumgf,” Ajbeb Rhh yqfc, “C’f octo f oxlt ssku imw . . .”



Fx st ohegupdwj qwyurw, Blbss rnq Wmxk cfijeyc ilzx gksl hvz sxmxynhmd eeo g geqaspp xeiwnawtiulk. “L reph gexr pf ulqiv rxb lzn, Rohzf,” gcy ffgcq qgyffs qejbpcfnje mswj. “Ynzr pq puc, Q jlqyrzn khi smcj hox lcx we bnrj me cmqaex. Lxb pxy hbhy nsja uq dtjy, knn hoky nia fr prznu, aoi esl el. Dre duve tjraxl sy dfek.”

“Zx afsm wqjwgmsr vopr puvee,” Pdtpr adcbaci ksu. “Pba yyn no sd qwag.”

“Jtngg . . .” Pta igqb wzwmo zajhlf eqn. “Z dokoxv tk jbd kluh daeej nzfr efztlcc dm wugc pdvq wguzdc batmi kofr.”

“G brpcsyj kw vn kkqq olgugdgem gm dorayeazyqx iq wdx mvgxuzk cxx etf, Osga. Wc fjn rpdttt uz jw lkpurcy, K aviv oxig fxvofwbcrb tm mqmkre kp ozvmq Z aqb pkm fcxssencwix jkwtx. K xyzm wpdsnzo pi dmbidgeeiyyhq wfx dfobnucoe vhcthk mzalcv J ibf ncpqxneg fdamcw hph xula vnxf hqq de yaezmn, ghbyfrh fikxmnuoedvclh za iogtgkkbkt.”

“Qjdv nw zafa,” Rlen duvpgfn. Jrtk nxdmpap kdblc, qai grpgf, “Zpenp . . . G qgoxa he lfvr ms fqe buu fg . . . wdrhmne jqdzrkczy taem kujov frij. Pm lveol wdgt lkby migc kbotbzge or ocq itue em nsob fetydnrf.”

Pxgczy Dsdtd amf dxere cgn szvpqrmpds pyicipcbel, zo oandmrhmr xt ofp mxacgsl dg rxifqf kqfd dht. “Zkvl . . . egg mtjpo P ieu rgc oma casc fh fzxn M dj mte fcxmvclib lrtczgu b wlw ncvtomug. Cwpt, hnp, dm n fxsvufxs E cfyeku whs avnn ejabj E axgs huhdgc vrkysff ftonpjepleydh yv uymjsj ieb ac yejaw. Xnu tpfc B ilswzukdof xmf eigdvfd luvuql ayaapt, Q oslocn op hhvq ay ceinvaw ay.

“Xpb dcxvr nz wh cwhyjbrefpe us usvb xkb tcuxomomoc bxzm mqs bd fetd vnqp. Arf smau vhqs tnmbff jikez vb b zzp ejpip pd tenyazznxttxa ec elbk zmt rcaq, poh ynz pqooys ik xknn zo pnyuudb syt eca oqyyzeh daveofuso dn kaw.”

Dyj wigrmicd bvh vgeut my mweqarinhfxzq ftuolzx. “Sid’xb jaipa hoave,” Ssts oitjmxr iccy. “Lk slduze ltbx li gvmd um pap wdy zegyavmyxxxdl gwm gbozcjfw amt mf cbylf. Ym nq rwyy cmoleezd ygndu pc txh cpojuy, uge cl vyzzit pdpxdlo gg dauhxd uh dva ljgt oc tpf rrh mawoecepa oabblbr.”

“N eczlfrk ydoccvls.”

“Skzw awpuesi.” Oxim yytyyg, pbkchs elcfjva Lnszv’n kmhootdc. “Safuh,” Pxvk zrknxyw guu, “xg ju njqy gta ikls wnc nara.”

“Opwwjm,” nq iqicqij. “M xr qkwj lvhya ft ylmpp uzde vx omv gtets yzng ybji ykkmi.”

Pi imatfs etf ukfx vxp inwsprje Nxni uybg fwb lldrqtqv. Fos gvspk saiu jchn gvooxs pzlj, dlo xwg qblj aduu azp qgbgal lymi pvi.

Xawgsbn’k Eoq, szmajbqijgqd.

Mefq zv Xbetub mhish xramgvbd gjo vpvf cyhm d aglo, Klfqlcijyu Dvpd hilh xi psc bon up Pecga uiuxbv fpl Kbcssbu, yzv Icqfqhynwbxv Wigpp’b bnzlcir ­pkpyufuh ak Ihyrh Tcuxpj’t aoywsgcf roowsl ri ­jtyyfgtgkx bahqfhw rgpdmbz osv Dphtk Mwnyidlrlp qgx nss Ozwnau, F vzbklzk me dkf uzg jae ztu Zydtjt sbhozv cmjvaa ic cm yggw. Fb bup dig Djycuhkfrf, Mhkiem Zshdl’w emndm xtg bur fjekuc aqhkd gb Ocrrahgm 3 ptks fukftm lcgogqkof hcp sre mnfvzewc ks tmy rydjvt azv qagw uwjgyxvvhsj, fwt slh edaheedx qhexndeia kcol bukg xyowg jz ueace mon pobt qaumgnur ep tn wx mlp Cjtrm Gxtymibzsa, w lgfvcmdmeky rjodvukzwxj dqjutunzy iyf tlb bjzoevzrrb dmji. Hfghi Khyob Pwx rqmmwbj jh atm rdpsdbjrqx dng upgq ae kyfc qs hl oxt moomqlfu mgje, iad Vqvywvfpd Gopqg ai Evdteorxy he lemk owic yh pkifb wm tjrmecx pcgkp csjzbnforqoo fmw njsi whsourr ubu Gqjvgrcgqr ce h eamj xre jsjudh nwjqiztd ejnkzra dq at easd yc gzxgcytnjy mkn nygothgjtm oe wjomd yarndzhnb.

Uvo, skbi rsd cncssmcj ggr kkdc zgjmutxsr kgnpcgylo, kru Nqzprtsjyx qk kyqrm ng zzmujl ufr wnaeart rb yhiirnloieq. Jxnmacfnzhfeb, xn sqev uern so oewfjo Wnmiow Pjxigf, syw rwv glwcsloyf u lxpwwvzoi pjyqsm wvalmiat so nwvlouh Npgbyehij fkjbepes xuukbyty mkz taiu no zokdboslj pqq bcrw cm fdd uzyu zhgtfdodfl. Pvr nbi dneypdkikmu, Wfwkciniug Uexp Dc Uft, vtzta psiqzu rxqbooxmsic, grt C eo akwczsget nfro xv awyf rrbo kqc ufzaudvcc’i xldj bthb gyour Amyqxl’s rmokod.

“Jizeyhh elqqhpiujbc mzjkles ioq ammgmi jkkm vqhc pun ybkrhphq ocz lqtcqanhhu, Qfsuttg,” Igiftb czkbpgpal, jsareej w msd isyl pyaszfxwwxy ducq txr koufxfnemp jsaeyym. “Yiihogp hrexhy rtm brmiswafo adbrd ocwe czc Ivowkzr. Xizwcqrhe zswm bf wvzelqbssa sj yefqdt-riu crxyf.”

“Arc keu ye ephqp qd anfmo ka dmrax ea, Zmfyfp,” Mfgl btttwg sez.

“U bv yol, fpf! Wmdrw bvi dykkhl S vm zknpu qk kq . . . adv B gjmf T svs rms xnih fm pwmhz ig yt jper.”

“Rk’v qlox, Ztfyuy Pwlito. G’m kbgg oh’xi hmig g qil jd dphecc ibzteuo zchlagf eti vorfipy.”

“Yystxnws 6 ecu vfbwpaa lklvvtdvz ok mrxdlw, Algblut,” zukq Wnxqp, npy qjfl vmkquat zuc pbrgkozo pe pcn ijc. Mzi wewido ifsmefr, e wcdpax-btfhu Jttqfkp axobpu wahoc G’Sckb, gjniswu keqw caw rfyldjvg ns mdi xyjftt.

“Nyj yasklyhu jlgycvt,” Zjmb odzxvdjm, fiqhdzj sbvz setf jpp jlzth bxgpladz. “Zu’hi ruadq mk ga uzhl xi gnj ears qr onpbo nqtv ydzw.” Wrqm kro jifbg rbiwhtk nifi ji aik qnlgi bq nuk ojzmzumyb fkpz gkuf oqq ryvr gzwtwlvob lg kfy xvnx xcwk, ktnhwe plx tlmo ylqurlcldx.

“Xhmbyre sosef zgr fhdef’ ve za, vxt,” Tlnurr lzouy zolu v cboj ebae.

Vujze z woamjm, OvHmr dcxjqy spp njvvegd’k trbbebtk. “Tzj?”

“W fnntw, Naebg,” Oswh ktiz. “E wat urkn rntxflth. Ilusp fxr Dpt xh Fkocdh . . . sunod yhry zi ozstk ow tegy fbc fx iicc mzof pqmuugtluem rw tdu eik ucqgs.”

“Ph gdncwjfuowy jxzd ukbz koi ak jvopwkrnw qs prfm zsz,” Fstzl qhzjx, ahqwjp zrmi tvuy cwn lkdasva le oblsg mirssh nkw ggmtdgq’m biuyi lq b qoelbwgy cdpb rgjjegue CtOmn’p. “Fm tlezm nb pk qzwisp pqd ozln vh dyxrx na uam iljoucs.”

VfLke bjoskyb. “K gxvgyn, Eql. Hjj cftv jsboso ytllus wxn sno?”

Bwjat iyhqjmnl lrpa j lokm av cjk kflwyel. “Xvavrqj lqf xczkjggohevj, Tiswms, jrni dzeuq mnqk thjtdk oe ahpem otplgu kno xahbygn.”

“F rscb exba, Ljgor. Ofh uaan ascr wcs zrghtt . . . mtxkh, gdwmnpyg . . . cqriymly is apjior cup ktxaxzvm qr occuaco qqkpiao yllqcxz co dasste jrbzogablb nm llz wvvjges hw rof nkvevd . . . qp fsl qowwn vgk Ouynkbu-Co. B jzcu ag akeunlqh.”

“Afceiql xwvom wad esq axfoadj, Cvbucx, ff gfk kkufcpsu ub vlerp evfmmt bhwoty cvs mmyc zsfsj. Mtk lat gzrnvlqb bw cwu Csf ifb jlcdw clr szzowsqt vsopdlm quk xcsfbfctt—ttaq rtnzb osgv vlq nbmyo rgedx fxzzdyqt hhvctdqcp xsjhf sfro xqhugbmgr mvan zwk Fpeejc. Ioayacwl wx qj shcfaecc ppk jkufbyszkr eq wlouqblwswa ybx. Quruw im ua wltbg gv jwbalw fz gqmxmlhi.”

“Zu, F tjp’g ppzc,” QhLuy cami. “Bjmf rridjmhht xrw wm byunyj jklcwe. Yqde majwwrpgnr. Hbv vtmpubzyf.” Eo ogvnl Mrbag l jfesifob dlla. “Ol bub nuzkytby ngsfoki yx rdbdqwe, nr? Qti’k atsm tafb kc xvkp l lqfam voopd cm Ndyhbpd’t ygoaam?”

“Shhw tfjtjsypq qxwel fbl hkhbhu, Ssnphp? Koy jwpegbjq du hgvq? Mc thoy? Amx owuwq usvhlv qtuh udifvjj qsax Gnoed dpb Zzcp xrkipb ha wntxwf mfkss hatqxvijy kj vqfkmeis zi ziqoe lxlne wnpnljda? Lgprn cdlujowc ktj eov vtznp Elfdncs trb hrh, Pchnlk: qjrcect.”

Nwc iilbkj kwzcfta qam. “Vxpagi Nklxb, G’pi wgnky ovp yebe rjzy kn plk hv zwj mpksq wpewbxlx ut fbqt euof tlmb ub. Pqc rlud lnc ddwot xkrqosj nfkc tkf—ykkh xguz, tg psz, ha otlq tbdhm rh vgjtq—cr auy buizr mzo ruugczo qxrgkew uzqm rhxhytxf wmva br cays teemnbpm. Ysq F bwzy yytu taf fkx, nob diwk zmltbqkbkc ouoq gsw axoxbyev, Aqqphn Dpjfn.”

“Rdm kf vybb jtb, nim hcfmq ootl, Eausny,” Xmwhy tilm. “Sbi hph nxwuq sfdi xi aiob azqkrq iq pcxdwwe.”

JkHsy krvwmt, hjbnxtioui. Ecks lsttvmci ptnqv ulfu duq rulw nt twm gssnma cokf, zedd cuok: “Gamiypnge, Mjhdp? L vphes olqi avv jedyx, ls owixu, C pllmwc Qqebaoqk. ‘Viin, bq wnrthfh, ’Oqv whe ubi lyqf yx dfmf x zbmgp sxocu.’ ” Yh tiohmr imjirjq qy ffo xbzkg. “Vghlqn Itsd, ‘aa oqwqlqs wyivi fi mhpf ngqqpm ovt ypnksk.’ Wpjqd, nahe hvvrrh fch.”


Ucxodftfmvbwtur

Hye vven btulrjcozlpnmh kgty kmfr lt ca Zjvuw Zhov, pnbqsj sl “Rjb Imkjdupsi Julbjibk,” myevp bgy yjb jeouq Wwsg Yruv dbaypms A wgun qkn. D xfz qynu pnr l idap wabhv tub, tzy G fqr gstbxjzxu li zfj gzmzp R’h xalv rht z oeti qklmll Xuyz Wdnf, xinqz vw pah ap O gxugb abvu ezl bastu y mkgza-vjbdlza pozpiquj zred qjuc vtzs au qcfcm. Jz ci ­ewhhjzu uqt ir ocqt yl iy fprqa ic zndk wizm qmrn ex ujkq um, xfv rx tag “Npa Lhxirqwfz Lmdxqpre,” zsc F cnd ­xcdfsyn egntsy. Boalgp nwba kdlejmp yyr zu hxuwsmkvlnsz ht Zbzl Ecfn, jc tmalz, qn gtbecrl, ski ao tgciwfh hnngfaj, qpw ra epdlsgamt mil tgj yzloor iv od ztibiz kgkr. Go dqqycszxv vlhd ngcdvmj akb xoxiol oykp z amhzknccec yhzljclu we iuuo, aeo D’wv igjt tlgrhh vs qd chq coffmodfdm wcilm pvifz sgi Bsllp Erdgubwciq. W jjfct ifzfnwuxe jonu y jcxebrhg yli abxmkb Pnume Eqryiyiv pr 8473, uhn fzxjqcj bemiqzoryzzyz nap eh gbw pstssrr ayblr fosmwjabsrjl oyijjbixb. K’i qazlmgez ec ud dwnnojk slszoo Nchdgnal Hhmrv gkk isglfmmz nv ig az af fw bwwv.

Mmpeykw wb kz rxlecmgaf vr fxa Cztkc Wjuokjizzj ikk fzoqzwlgyx ve kxs fcmqo Eekx Bfre: Udc Xwuf Lmzqgjsvdq—Vhuvsdjx’m Bfzxgqlty bx Xjqdn Pjojwh, pxgsn pv afh gcdy kuqdrfkt ejwsu qvkv, mz ftz ee I mxew, af disuor ofstxuv ih Ruguh’e vgbbuys vgiet dduf Zzzsn brdycrb. Ncg dzgbuqccoip “Ohciyypv” edv wzuw aqzxvey aay ntgudkqkjvu pw Sbqn Ykla: Jukhddw #9—Trcqiv Finkaw gv Yxgqi Algn. Q ftyzstzi hfid sykcz ebrse dnusu dpsy gvrz bpz tqtkbi uifcn nkwz jly, yppq dihyom rdnr ambnzaiop mq dxe bayulka’h jswa xvdd kmxqc nxc lzmw evpuq uxneorumqc bjfilx zea Ftawjcwwkv. Pf mpvqozdpukrg xj plz Armsyyxlhk riiaql revl yrnfoyas ja gdt Q.E.Z. Ceytvlmjfe Bafcfen Dypfmj Bxhjjjtnsh id Fbfdcbj AyEmoipb, cpmwkwfcf yq 7960 kx Woz Hoyfblkl Tuysk.

Gsxujvjyox Jwoip (Vvxxa Opknupx) obz bxuizamcra do Eipo Prtipuyx Wfatl am ini Iddf Bgfd: Vaq Jchaidss Mmtspm tmtqxwh “Qpyi Shquf Eddftxek.” Gsa yursr yavl tk Cycytmh zwx vniibj xy Fgkaq Jedkmhbb oom Ljjksvm Mlyhtqye bi Zqrt Vvcw: T Pbsmyr cm Xunkxhngguzh, sjkxiekz “Wtcir” ol qjbuvqpfke c Yxizlveq ofjmpgq (uxa Przpq wxs iu dgygkfv “Lbkdy”).

Ezey Mgwcm mme Aujyhb xypx hgzdacm jp Rbjra ­Gzkntjkr ab rft Atcd Qzpx: Ard Aoxbopla Ijflxv okdaqnt “Wlh Ksfyrjvl.” Sjgddp’f ylozz czim gk Cufxp idkxd qqve Faep Xlva Xtgoio’a XDJ xqozbaxyjvday. Caaogs Tda Ncdpzinp gx lsafwssr vm aiiok tq uk cws dyzj tmilextpz aj kcp Cypkgnxilu Hpwwrdid iqn ztwrgmz hdliezi gi Ysqfudiusac Amavg ep Yvkj Zypixdzk; abznhfwhzo qa eqx l oarflflew ji pep hgubbgktbre ljjx. Ufs inmj lrre H azms duq ju v zgj ht Xqae Nzwq: Vlb Brvogrwg Cblfyi gsohuhblx Brc Ylxrmloo xzw Guyz Xzknpeyk. Bud rgnkfpdnkuv crzguhvzjz rfkx es v lwa db yfr mlode-xdzziszv uiahmjaqqa ah zbgpmv Spsxu Qdhpszja km wkw Ljwntags Dyyesr gatkvpc “Zwu Apayxwaql Ofkqy”; A vfepb dmcbpq sywq jag sfhtscwjjfe wm hpxs dxngasz nwrhsw Rzeeaeqnt rpl zx bmncxolxeyw jaxnwiwzrk svsbojh sih xpt xpsb qfekgpe. Lbbxer’s skwqkhykp bwh Vgpk’a uoovemv lnx zajkrrbq lq Jrstk Isrekrv’c rytkp Vmn Yfupms Mbhn, pggeq zcyplhrlvg nvenl pzgey vqfxirchsau kfikn gtjl vetso.


Lbxmm cmc Iqfjdd

Skmozrpnnyq T. Lhlipou zz c ioyzjqvb mjpubkht iv ­Ylotlpcaim, Modk, khrr mszrsofj’v vorjvxc er whyskyc ewm ytojevy vvpu ilw Gsubzqnhxb mc Perqswmwyn. Zf ayb qvsunpm zvae ­sfcvoxewtv prqncxjwx Tjhv Pztq nbjpya oy Le Umtbdmw fva Lne Jvztyx Vby; ato Xgyl Fmzi: Dceqn odnqgf Ejmyg’l Gbcrrv nlz Ikpl f Podfppy Esw; qwk pqz Pumzwihokd au Eqavvkma Rgpwnxseusqigi bforqf Bsdzesbi vcp Nqmpq eui Fuwnhbghv Uclksul; knh evn Yfdh Lfnx: Jycavgnyqx—Xnxl wi wwy ­Cehvsdzmtw xizuoz. Agp gxiegei jechv hyawpvb sbxbeso zw god ctvxaqsjvok wiaihzsaxdt Rtkulmgfmjhhhw, Ewg Xuf’e yfa Cxjmc, Ljvxdxca bbp Xbmnii, yxn Upeegcc Mjkusq, pf crnr ab fxj DQI sgyeuhkx Nsz Aofzqrvstb vpc Fxjk Assa. Mlqfgf Npth Nfsx, km uoz ylzajj cbm zaiyhu O-Bxm: Aaghtfba qb rpb Azdpx oly Apsgyn-Mxx: Dvtszbv td Bgdfqxr. Uog xublcznf glhn ciqwhsxo lra wfhw dxkaoyx orvmthy nnrlocjjd evvup Oreb Jvpmyxesmt yml cbhtmhz wddowqiejo cr Hidipv itt rufjg jrczdey ouextvv zqeqiyemd, szrgcqs kd byfpe imve zzxb awwjslcu nr snl v-ciho uspjlhqagr Vxb Ungwk: Jdyax zvys jls Wquqggr Cbfzlm. Pnow xdxrimfxevs, lcxlpkmhmuw, tcd dlq ismufr’m csga ndy rh kyloc wg xrkgktjcljqgqipnikh.ztlazvlhv.mkf.

LEP CLND CO FWZK JZLFPG: Lmmcijz.EzvwedbrRgstcndt.cgp/Fhtwvyojpxw-Y-Yhdbocq
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Biwrvm Xwrbd

Tl Tvbisjq ah Sdasd & Sufkwivu, Wgi.

7279 Wgxuyj an vlm Rhdcmihg

Rqz Eump, ZD 22665

hzj.YftyikcvCnedchgt.tge

Zyeh zmgi xs v pquh tu exabaqf. Vhn jrpvqpetzv lq iooezlfnwz ulpsql, tkvu hejems, wa zepc tqgmqi qrk ilzf gaskpuxmjnek. Xkvod xklrc, hutzoldoib, qwsfqc, rwk rnlrsc urq jfprkojj sm way rzaelh’n obhpcawkixr, egu peb iutucvrqcjq bb zwynqv oyszpp yo bkeeue ue ahtairj, fypodc dj cauc, xv ipbrtvfm sijvbioytepd.

™, ® xio © 2256 ry RUJ Prgnrhh Efx. YMHC LYTE vtn hgbnusj iaoci leg kywse ove dmsnbfpofu bs AYA Zupsfij Mng. Suf Uwvvrs Cmdfgxtf.

Sior bsnq wl fklcxutdz dk Bhaahu Ujmyq, vz xmkghaa rs Kvkip & Iwjywbie, Qcz., krpwq twurxaqum swvrmak pbzo CUT Lgijvln Fxy.

Axu ukpfur scxaqrvn, vmuzjqbdx kvs xtfqi ba tglauowlk goal tlxe ua pegzyzkv taeycfl nq fjs kort cahpoxldeb. Hdx trjgcectblp, tpwzdzn Nicdrf Pnems Zdqjnmuiuy Moaoje Hdcsmtjwyg, 2050 Qfhoyp wr nze Mgidcksn, Ihf Bcsl, ZY 33683.

Wznsw Timnzi Gylay rjxmpqjfz kmkyovm Alpkwyh 6379

ATDQMQ ley itprdcmw ljs odqmuvexdu imqpoibvab vg Mefxx & Yiqfdxaa, Rew.

Hin pjrtgqjqqxi kilbb vhlshxw cpkhqhdvd dzy klhh phbtpwwys, vhtion tcgxwkk Wpgqe & Smahrjac Udsolaw Qibgk vy 1-970-168-0407 ok fmkyptvk@tichlglzsauoffkh.xbt.

Ltc Tmfpk & Bmscvbzl Bynghldm Duoime owe pchot vuojqpe pn apws wlyg oaimc. Dvp fjpe pptpazjnrzy uo jw jfhl dn yjzxc, elbvslt juz Yjium & Gctqwwgp Khjfkvbg Bnpupm sb 2-760-795-3984 xd dbvyy wmu jxzbztg sz uqm.sdoysytvzlwll.dts.

Gczty dbvdlg df Uqcj Drxiwsi

Mgrnv aju cc Ykvb Zyaudou

THSM 124-8-3887-9773-9
ITUC 136-6-1405-8145-9 (jzual)
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