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The @Markdown symbols shown below are directly linked to a master stylesheet template which is automatically generated by the eBookerMD app when it runs. So it’s a really simple process to understand. The @mark-up symbols that you have used in the text file(shown below) are then simply traded or swapped for their equivalent HTML header, paragraph and character styles from the master stylesheet itself which is also embedded and saved within the new epub.

Other markdown apps can certainly convert to HTML. Pandoc even tries to convert to epub(very poorly!!). But, generally speaking, ordinary or regular markdown apps will only ever have 6 default HTML heading styles as paragraph styles to play with and 3 or 4 character styles. This may be good enough for educational and research websites or for a thesis but it is nowhere near good enough to properly style an ebook in the form of an epub. Ordinary markdown cannot center headings and cannot use span style HTML formatting without using complicated PHP, Perl or Ruby scripts within the markdown as well. @Markdown, with just a master stylesheet template and no special scripting needed, has 20 paragraph styles and 5 character styles(as span styles) and more to choose from and that’s because all of its styles are directly tied to individual styles from a robust, tried and tested, master stylesheet within the epub itself.  These @mark-up styles are all defined below.
@Markdown is very different to all other markdown versions. Other markdown versions cannot format individual paragraph styles or span styles – only header styles. @Markdown mark-up uses header styles(6), paragraph styles(20) and character styles(5). @Markdown can do this because the @mark-up is directly tied to an on-board epub stylesheet. 

How do I mark up my book?

Just use any simple text editor like Notepad, Notepad++ or Sublime to mark-up your text file in @Markdown and then save it as a simple text file. Then you can run your marked-up text file through the eBookerMD app for conversion to an epub. See the Examples of Marked-Up Text section to see how its done.
@Markdown’s Paragraph and Heading Style Mark-Up Defs:

On conversion to epub, every mark-up symbol in @Markdown is directly tied to a single paragraph or heading style that is contained in the epub’s newly created on-board master stylesheet. So these mark-up symbols will be directly converted to their equivalent HTML style tags. The @mark-up definitions are shown below: 

	@MarkUp Symbol
	Linked to CSS Style Name
	CSS Style Type
	Format Intent
	Comment

	@t
	TitleText
	Heading <h1>
	Formats and styles the ebook title only
	

	@s
	BookSeries
	Paragraph <p>
	Formats the book series
	Also can be used for author name etc

	@h
	ChapterHeader
	Heading  <h1>
	Formats chapter headings
	Used to format chapter headings in the ebook

	@m
	MainHeader
	Heading  <h1>
	Formats main headings
	Used to format main headers within the front and back matter of the ebook

	@d
	ChapterTitle
	Paragraph <p>
	Formats the chapter title
	Used to format centered chapter sub-headings, if required

	@n
	BodyTextNoIndent
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* + justified + no indent
	Used to format chapter first paragraph start in fiction style.

	@w
	BodyTextWithIndent
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* + justified +  indent
	Used to format all other paragraphs except first para start in fiction style

	@i
	ImageStyle
	Paragraph <p>
	Insert and center images
	Used for inline image insertion and styling

	@b
	BlockTextSpaceBefore
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* +  justified + no indent + space above(12pt)
	Used for block text format only. Normally used only in non-fiction, educational books, theses, research and business books. 

	@c
	PlainTextCenter
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* +  centered   
	Normally used in the front or back matter

	@!
	PlainTextCenterSpaceBefore
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* + centered + space above(12pt)
	Normally used in the front or back matter

	@j
	PlainTextCenterHalfSpaceBefore
	Paragraph
<p>
	plain text* centered + space above(6pt)
	Normally used in the front or back matter

	@x
	PlainTextCenterDoubleSpaceBefore
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* + centered + double space above(24pt)
	Normally used in the front or back matter

	@q
	Blockquote
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text + justify + L & R Indent set to 10%
	Used for block quotes

	@z
	TimeLine
	Paragraph <p>
	plain text* + left align + italic + no indent
	Timelines are normally used at chapter or section start as a left indented sub-heading with a date that denotes the future or past within the story.

	@2
	Level 2 sub-headings
	Heading <h2>
	Format subheading level 2
	Used in non-fiction, educational and business books 

	@3
	Level 3 sub-headings
	Heading <h3>
	Format subheading level 3
	Used in non-fiction, educational and business books

	@4
	Level 4 sub-headings
	Heading <h4>
	Format subheading level 4
	Used in non-fiction, educational and business books

	@5
	Level 5 sub-headings
	Heading <h5>
	Format subheading level 5
	Used in non-fiction, educational and business books

	@6
	Level 6 sub-headings
	Heading <h6>
	Format subheading level 6
	Used in non-fiction, educational and business books


        *plain text = normal 12pt text

The above paragraph and heading markers are implemented in the text file simply by placing a single @marker in the top left hand start of any line or paragraph.  Only use one paragraph style per paragraph or per line otherwise you will probably get errors. The above paragraph and heading styles can also be used together with multi-character styles or with the special splitter marker(@=) and with links – see below. Refer to the Examples of Marked Up Text section(below) to see how it’s done.
@Markdown’s Special Splitter Marker:

	@Mark-Up Symbol
	Format Intent
	Comment

	@=
	Splits and creates a new file section in the epub.
	Splits any section you choose within the epub in the same way as the section splitter does in Sigil. Used mainly in the front and back matter of the epub to separate text areas that have no well-defined headers such as the copyright and colophon sections from main header pages like the title page. These split sections are easily identified in the epub Book Browser but will not be displayed in the doc TOC or Nav TOC.


For effective use, the @= (or @ + equals) split marker should be placed on the first line of the paragraph or line and within the lower section top left edge that you wish to split from the upper section.

@Markdown Character Style Mark-Up Defs:

	@Mark-Up Symbol
	Linked to CSS Style Name
	CSS Style Type

	*
	bold
	character<span>

	+
	italic
	character<span>

	_
	underline
	character<span>

	^
	upcaps
	character<span>

	~
	smallcaps
	character<span>


Character styles should be used in pairs to denote and mark up text region boundaries where you wish to apply the particular character style within any single line or paragraph. Refer to the Examples of Marked Up Text section(below) to see how it’s done.

The @Markdown Escape Marker

Using the backslash in front of an @ marker like this \@t or in front of any character style mark-up like this \* or \+ or\_ or \^ or \~  will preserve these symbols and letters  in your text as is after conversion to epub.

Inserting Images into your EPUB

The @i mark-up symbol is used to insert images into the ebook. Images must be placed within your text file on a line of their own using the image file name and with no surrounding text thus:
@i <image_file_name>
An example is shown here(with emphasis):
@i dragon_image.jpg

There must be no spaces within the image file name otherwise EpubCheck will fail. Only jpeg or jpg image files should be used. The eBookerMD application can only render centered inline images and cannot embed images within text. You must also remember to make sure to include and add this image file to your local working directory together with your text file before you use the eBooker conversion app.

Inserting Internal Links

Internal links will only link to internal main header and chapter pages within your epub. 

%[Source](Header Page)

Here is an example (with emphasis):

You can read more about the author %[here](About the Author)

This will link to the ‘About the Author’ page and will display as: 

You can read more about the author here

You could also write this as:
%[Chapter 2](Chapter 2)
…and the internal link would show in the epub as:
Chapter 2

Inserting External Links

You can insert formatted external internet links into your text file like this:

[Source](Internet Link)

An example for you here (with emphasis): 

I found this wonderful herb at [Mountain Rose Herbs](http://www.mountainroseherbs.com). This is the best and most reliable internet vendor for wildcrafted herbs.

The above link will format as Mountain Rose Herbs
Or you can simply display it in the epub as a bare link like this:
[http://www.mountainherbs.com](http://www.mountainherbs.com)

          This link will format and show as http://www.mountainherbs.com
Examples of Marked up Text

 Here are some examples of marked up text(with bold emphasis for clarity):
@t T~HE~ V~AMPIRE'S~ D~ENTIST~      (using TitleText para style + fake smallcaps)                 
@s A Roger Ketchup Mystery          (using BookSeries para style)    
@i dragontiger.jpg                  (ImageStyle)
@c *by B~RAM~ S~TOKER~ J~R~*        (using plain text + centered + bold + fake smallcaps)
@= @c *THE VAMPIRE'S DENTIST*       (using the section splitter + plain text + centered + bold)   
@! Copyright 2105 Bram Stoker Jr    (using plain text + centered + half space above(6pt)
@b This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copyThank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
@b +*_Copyright and Legal Notice_*+: This publication is protected under the US Copyright Act of 1976 and all other applicable international, federal, state and local laws, and all rights are reserved, including resale rights. Copyright 2013 William Maddock. All rights reserved worldwide.
@b +*_Disclaimer_*+: This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either a product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual locales, events, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.
After conversion to epub, the above will display as two separate pages in the epub(because a section splitter has been used).

The first page – the title page -- will look like this in the epub:
THE VAMPIRE'S DENTIST
A Roger Ketchup Mystery

[image: image1.jpg]



by BRAM STOKER JR
The second page – the copyright page – will display in the epub like this:
THE VAMPIRE'S DENTIST
Copyright ©2105 Bram Stoker Jr

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it or it was not purchased for your use only, then please return to Smashwords.com and purchase your own copyThank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

Copyright and Legal Notice: This publication is protected under the US Copyright Act of 1976 and all other applicable international, federal, state and local laws, and all rights are reserved, including resale rights. Copyright ©2013 William Maddock. All rights reserved worldwide.

Disclaimer: This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are either a product of the author's imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual locales, events, or persons, living or dead, is entirely coincidental.

Here is a typical colophon page mark-up with links and images:
@! Cover Illustration and Internal Design by Orca Inc. (plain text + centered + space above(12pt))
@! Published by:                        (plain text + centered + space above(12pt))      
@c Rambutan Free Press                  (plain text + centered)
@i rambutan.jpg                         (ImageStyle)
@c First e-book edition 2015.           (plain text + centered)
@c +ISBN: 1234-1234-12345+              (plain text + centered + italic)    
@! For all permissions and enquiries, please contact the author at:     (plain text + centered + space  above(12pt))
@c [mailto:bramstokerjr@gmail.com](mailto:bramstokerjr@gmail.com)       (external link + centered)
@! Author's website:                                    (plain text + centered + space above(12pt))
@c [http://www.mountainroseherbs.com](http://www.mountainroseherbs.com) (centered + external Internet link)
@! %[About the Author](About the Author)       (internal link + centered + space above(12pt))
After conversion to epub, the colophon page will be displayed like this:
Cover Illustration and Internal Design by Orca Inc.

Published by:

Rambutan Free Press

[image: image2.jpg]Published by
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First e-book edition 2015.

ISBN: 1234-1234-12345
For all permissions and enquiries, please contact the author at:

mailto:bramstokerjr@gmail.com
Author's website:

http://www.mountainroseherbs.com
About the Author
And here is an example of a marked-up main header page used in the front matter of the ebook:
@m A~UTHOR'S~ N~OTE~           (MainHeader style + fake smallcaps)

                       (block text style – or @b - used for all paragraphs)
@b  Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

@b Donec dignissim sapien eget dolor fringilla, ut lacinia velit bibendum. Sed malesuada sem cursus, blandit erat eu, lobortis magna. Phasellus posuere pharetra nisi sed fringilla. Etiam facilisis felis eget nisi sollicitudin, vel ultricies diam convallis. Donec eu tristique dolor. In pellentesque leo sit amet sem pellentesque sagittis ultricies in tortor. Suspendisse pellentesque diam dolor, eget aliquet massa sollicitudin sed. Nullam commodo at risus non porttitor. Fusce eleifend sollicitudin leo et dapibus. Fusce congue mollis augue, et tincidunt dolor sagittis tincidunt. Interdum et malesuada fames ac ante ipsum primis in faucibus. Pellentesque in bibendum tellus. Mauris elementum ligula in sollicitudin interdum. Vestibulum a metus et nisi finibus maximus at ut mi. Mauris dui metus, convallis at condimentum vitae, rhoncus vel nisl.

The above page will look like this in the epub:
AUTHOR'S NOTE
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

Donec dignissim sapien eget dolor fringilla, ut lacinia velit bibendum. Sed malesuada sem cursus, blandit erat eu, lobortis magna. Phasellus posuere pharetra nisi sed fringilla. Etiam facilisis felis eget nisi sollicitudin, vel ultricies diam convallis. Donec eu tristique dolor. In pellentesque leo sit amet sem pellentesque sagittis ultricies in tortor. Suspendisse pellentesque diam dolor, eget aliquet massa sollicitudin sed. Nullam commodo at risus non porttitor. Fusce eleifend sollicitudin leo et dapibus. Fusce congue mollis augue, et tincidunt dolor sagittis tincidunt. Interdum et malesuada fames ac ante ipsum primis in faucibus. Pellentesque in bibendum tellus. Mauris elementum ligula in sollicitudin interdum. Vestibulum a metus et nisi finibus maximus at ut mi. Mauris dui metus, convallis at condimentum vitae, rhoncus vel nisl

And finally here is a marked-up chapter section in fiction style. Please also take special note of the paragraphs that aren’t marked-up and how they are automatically formatted in the epub:

@h 1 

@d Hazards of the Game

@n ^L^*orem ipsum dolor sit amet*, consectetur adipiscing elit. +Nullam non gravida+ est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. *Nunc nibh nibh*, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

Suspendisse potenti. Phasellus vitae risus in leo ullamcorper laoreet non ut nulla. Duis suscipit tempus aliquam. Duis in nunc et mauris faucibus tincidunt faucibus ut mauris. Fusce eget maximus leo, vitae rutrum magna. Nam tempor, quam quis tincidunt sagittis, magna libero hendrerit elit, quis scelerisque turpis nibh in ipsum. Sed eros ante, blandit nec nulla in, aliquam fermentum risus. Nulla vel ligula vel neque bibendum lacinia id at risus.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.
And here is what this chapter section looks like in the epub:

1

Hazards of the Game

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

Suspendisse potenti. Phasellus vitae risus in leo ullamcorper laoreet non ut nulla. Duis suscipit tempus aliquam. Duis in nunc et mauris faucibus tincidunt faucibus ut mauris. Fusce eget maximus leo, vitae rutrum magna. Nam tempor, quam quis tincidunt sagittis, magna libero hendrerit elit, quis scelerisque turpis nibh in ipsum. Sed eros ante, blandit nec nulla in, aliquam fermentum risus. Nulla vel ligula vel neque bibendum lacinia id at risus.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

Suspendisse potenti. Phasellus vitae risus in leo ullamcorper laoreet non ut nulla. Duis suscipit tempus aliquam. Duis in nunc et mauris faucibus tincidunt faucibus ut mauris. Fusce eget maximus leo, vitae rutrum magna. Nam tempor, quam quis tincidunt sagittis, magna libero hendrerit elit, quis scelerisque turpis nibh in ipsum. Sed eros ante, blandit nec nulla in, aliquam fermentum risus. Nulla vel ligula vel neque bibendum lacinia id at risus.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Nullam non gravida est. Suspendisse a posuere velit. Pellentesque sagittis ac risus nec eleifend. Donec consectetur turpis at elit molestie, at aliquam massa dictum. Vivamus in sem eros. Curabitur venenatis nisl nulla, id placerat leo suscipit in. Nunc nibh nibh, convallis sed semper nec, condimentum sit amet ante.

