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System Requirements

Op system:  Windows 7, 8 or 10 (untested on Vista and older versions)

       Application:  eBookerMD v 1.28 (Developed on Windows 10)
            File Size:  9.71 MB(zipped)
  Required aids: @Markdown V 1.0 (refer to @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc for details)

                        Sigil – download this free and useful app from here
What is eBookerMD and what does it do?

eBookerMD is a simple  command line application utility  that will convert a book in the form of a simple text file that has been marked-up in Notepad or Notepad++ using @Markdown, directly to epub format. This command line app is a free app which anyone can download and use. eBookerMD is a unique application that is mainly intended for troubled, non-techie, Word-using indie authors who want an easier and more reliable route to directly convert and publish their ebooks to EPUB or Kindle – thus avoiding the somewhat over-complicated, rule-ridden and more difficult MS Word route. When eBookerMD converts your book to epub, it will do the following:

· Converts your @marked-up text file to an EPUB in seconds.

· Quickly converts and reformats your marked-up text file to EPUB according to the styles in a master stylesheet contained within the application itself.

· @Markdown gives you 20 paragraph styles, 5 character styles and more to play with.

· This application can generate an EPUB with the main bodytext either in fiction style or in block text style. This choice is easily set by a single command line option when you convert your text file to an EPUB.  See further details below.

· All necessary ebook metadata will be automatically added and set in the EPUB.

· Automatically produces a standard and professional Level 1 Table of Contents page and Nav TOC in the new EPUB. 

· Automatically creates the TOC, Cover and Beginning-read guides. The Beginning-read guide will be set to Chapter 1.

· Automatically cleans up any punctuation and spacing errors within your text. 
· All blanks lines or hard line breaks will be automatically removed from the text file. 

· All vertical and horizontal spaces in the EPUB – ie space before lines, space after lines, indents  -- will be directly created only using paragraph styles or heading styles derived from a robust stylesheet template.

· @Markdown has many centered paragraph styles.

· You can also use blockquotes.

· Character styles – such as italic, bold, underline,  upcaps, smallcaps – can be used and implemented.
· With a single command line option you will have the choice of either formatting all you ebook images and book cover in SVG format or in plain html <img> format. 
· Every single line or paragraph in your generated EPUB will have a paragraph style(HTML tags) associated with it.

· When viewed in the Sigil Book Browser after conversion, your epub will display all your ebook main headings and chapter headings as written (they will not be indexed or encoded). This makes it much easier to navigate through your EPUB in Sigil when you finally check/edit/tweak your EPUB.

· Similarly, the app-generated EPUB CSS stylesheet deliberately uses long and explicit style names so that there is no mystery or confusion or mistake about how or where these styles are used in your EPUB. This allows you to easily locate, change or add style attribute values to the paragraph or character styles in Sigil if and when required.

· @Markdown has a section splitter(same as Sigil). This splits a non-header section into separate files or epub pages as required. For instance the copyright and colophon pages in an ebook usually always need to be split away from the Title page. You can do this easily and quickly with @mark-up. (See the @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc for details.)

· Book cover and inline images are automatically inserted by the application and this is easy to implement. (See the @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc for details).

· Internal llnks and external internet links can also be easily marked-up in the text file and generated in the EPUB(See the @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc for details).

· Directly after conversion, your new EPUB should also pass IDPF EpubCheck  and W3C CSS Validation without any problems.

· Using markdown is about as simple as simple gets. I’ve also read that a seven year old child can learn and understand the simple principles of markdown in minutes. 
How do I mark up my book?

Just convert your book to a text file and use any simple text editor like Notepad, Notepad++ or Sublime and mark-up your text file using @Markdown and then save it as a text file and run it with eBookerMD. @Markdown mark-up definitions and their usage are all defined in The @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc.
Text Cleanup

The app will cleanup punctuation and spacing errors in your text file in the following way:

· Strips out all spurious spaces at beginning and eol

· Strips out all tabs

· Removes spaces before periods

· Removes double spaces after periods to single space

· Removes space before commas

· Removes double spaces after commas to single space

· Removes double commas to single commas

· Removes space before exclamation mark

· Converts triple periods to elipsis
Automatic TOC 

eBookerMD will automatically create a TOC file page and a Nav TOC in the epub which are derived and created from the main headers and chapter headings that you set in your text file with @Markdown. The doc TOC and the Nav TOC will both be Level 1 TOCs or flat TOCs. If you require a multi-level indented TOC then you can create a new multi-level TOC after epub conversion quite easily and quickly using Sigil.  

Automatic Guides

The Cover, TOC and Beginning-read guides will all be automatically set in your new epub. The Beginning-read guide will automatically be set to Chapter 1.
Adding Tables

The easiest way to add tables to your ebook is to take the following post-conversion route:

Create table in MS PowerPoint   (  Save as jpeg image  (  Insert the table(image) into the epub using Sigil image insert from the Insert menu  
Installing eBookerMD 

At the moment eBooker MD is still a prototype app that is in beta testing. Currently, this app is distributed as a single all-in-one executable. I’ve done it this way for ease of download, install, use and testing.

When you download the app it will be a simple zip archive. Extract all the files to a folder called eBookerMD on your Desktop. Then move this folder to the C drive and set a System Path to it and you’re done. There is only one relevant executable file --  eBookerMD.exe – and that’s all you need to run the app on the command line.
Later on, after sufficient testing, I will release this command line app as a multi-file app(with dlls, includes etc) with a proper Windows setup.exe.

Command Line Help  
To check that your eBookerMD app’s System Path is working, open a command prompt and type this on the command line: 

ebookermd ?

The eBookerMD help file below should be displayed:

eBooker: Converts a text file(*.txt) already marked up with @Markdown to a full  styled epub.
Usage:eBooker [options]...[-h|-b or -f|-a|-i|-c|-q]
 Options:

 -h or ? ............................... help and usage

 -a ..................................... author name -- always in double quotes

 -c ................................. .... book cover image name -- in double quotes

 -t ...................................... book title -- in double quotes

 -f ...................................... all bodytext will be in fiction style format.

 -b ..................................... all bodytext will be in block text format.

 No opt for book style ........ defaults to fiction style format.

 -i or no option .................. input text file name(*.txt).

 -q ....................................  set quiet mode. Default is verbose mode.

 -s ....................................  formats all images, including book cover,

                                                    in SVG format. No option default is

                                                    without SVG format
 Examples:

 C:\>eBooker ?  help and usage

 C:\>eBooker my_ebook.txt -a "John Smith" -t "book title" -c "cover.jpg"

 C:\>eBooker my_ebook.txt -b -a "John Smith" -t "book title" -c "cover.jpg"

 C:\>eBooker my_ebook.txt -a "John Smith" -t "book title" -c "cover.jpg" -q

 Note: INFILE NAME, AUTHOR NAME, BOOK TITLE and COVER IMAGE FILE NAME are

 madatory options that must always be specified in the command line options
         Command Line Options

 -f or -b   --   Text Format Style. This choice denotes either fiction style( -f ) or block text style( -b ). Fiction style is where the chapter first paragraph text has no indent with all succeeding paragraphs within the chapter having an indent. This style is the normal standard used in fiction books. Block text style is where all the main bodytext in the book is formatted as plain text + no indent + space above(12pt).  Non-fiction, educational or instructional books and research books normally use block text style. If neither –b or –f are used on the command line then the default style will be fiction style. 

-h or ?      --  Help

-i               --  Input text file name  The input text file name can also be added without the -i option(default). 
        -a              --  Author name  Always added using double quotes  

          -t              --  Book Title  Always added using double quotes        

        -c              --  Book Cover Image This is the book cover file name(jpeg or jpg). No spaces are allowed in the file name and always use double quotes

        -q             --  Quiet Mode Default is verbose mode.           

          -s                 --  SVG Format. Sets all ebook images, including the book cover, to SVG image format in the epub. The no option default sets normal HTML                 

                              image format.
The EbookerMD app will also inherently pick up and insert all the images within your book provided that you have already marked them up in your text file correctly with all the required image file names. These image files must also be in the same directory as the text file before conversion. Please see the @Markdown Cheatsheet for further details.

Before conversion to EPUB your working directory should contain the following files:

text file + book cover image file  + all other marked-up image files in the ebook(as required) 

The following are mandatory command line inputs for the eBooker app:
text file name + author name + book title + book cover file name

Image Formats
The eBookerMD app gives you two choices for image format. If the -s command line option is used then all your images, including your ebook cover image, will be formatted as SVG.  If this switch is not used then the default image format is normal HTML image style (just using the <img> tag).
By Example: Converting a text file to epub
When you download the eBookerMD application, the zip file comes with a test file called ebook_test.txt. This is a small 4 chapter @marked-up text file that you can run with the eBookerMD app and it will convert this text file to an epub.  This will quickly show you how the application works with @Markdown.

 I would also have a look at the @mark-up within the ebook_test.txt test file – using Notepad or Notepad++ -- just to see how it’s done and what is involved. This will help you to understand and perhaps more quickly learn the @Markdown method.

To quickly run this ebook_test.txt  file with eBookerMD, extract or copy all the zip archive files to a working directory on your Desktop and name the directory ‘Convert’. Then open a command prompt into the Convert directory and type the following on the command line:

c\:\Users\<your username>\Desktop\Convert\> ebookermd  ebook_test.txt  -a  “Bram Stoker Jr”  -t  “The Vampire’s Dentist”  -c  “cover.jpg”

….Then hit the enter key and a new fiction style epub will be generated and will appear in your Convert directory called ebook_test.epub.

A debug log file called ebmd_log.txt will also appear in your working directory.  

Now open ebook_text.epub in Sigil and have a look. I think you will be surprised. All I’ve used to format this small ebook test file was @Markdown. Nothing else.

Converting your text file to epub 

When you’re ready to use eBookerMD, add your marked up text file + book cover image(jpg or jpeg) + any other image files(.jpg or .jpeg only) used in the book into a directory on your Desktop called Convert. Open a command prompt into the Convert directory and then, for a fiction style book, type this at the command prompt:

C:\Users\<your username>\Desktop\Convert>eBooker  <Infile_name>.txt  –a  “Author Name”  –t  “Book Title”  –c  “Book cover image file name” 

….then hit the enter key. You should now have a properly styled epub version of your text file in fiction style within the Convert directory. 

For an ebook in block text style, type the following:
C:\Users\<your username>\Desktop\Convert>eBooker  –b  <infile_name>.txt  –a  “Author Name”  –t  “Book Title”  –c  “Book cover 
image file name”

The –b option tells the eBooker app to format your main bodytext in block text format. 

Your new epub will be in your local working directory and will be named <original text file name>.epub.
Post-Conversion Advice

After converting your text file to epub you should have an epub that will pass EpubCheck without problems. But obviously, because your text file has been formatted to a stylesheet template, you may well want to change the font, font size, font style or spacing or other style feature in your epub stylesheet to your own preference or for some individuality. If this is the case then you can do all these post-conversion stylesheet changes and adjustments, if required, easily using Sigil. See the Sigil User Guide Documetation for more details. 
Unlike most other text to epub converters, the stylesheet that has been generated within your epub will have long, explicit and easy to understand style names, so you should have few problems discovering which style does what and where in your epub. Which makes it so much easier to change and adjust style attribute values within the Sigil stylesheet.  
Important Advice, Tricks and Tips

Fiction style  -- If you are formatting an ebook in fiction style then you should ensure that all the front and back matter as well as the headers and the no indent first para chapter starts are all marked up and formatted. But there will be no need to format any indented paragraphs in the main bodytext because the default action in fiction style for no mark-up is to apply body text with indent to any unmarked up paragraphs or lines. And since the bulk of your mark-up in fiction style would normally consist of marking up all these indented paragraphs then using this default action for fiction style should save you a lot of time. So in fiction style there is no need to mark up any body text paragraphs requiring indent. By default fiction style will automatically  do this for you.   

Block text style – In block text style it’s even easier. The book’s front matter and back matter are normally formatted using block text format anyway(except for any centered lines and paras). You will only have to mark up the headers, chapters and centered sections because the default action for no mark-up in block text style is to automatically apply block text format. So this default action will also save you a lot of mark-up time as well.  So in block text style do not mark up any lines or paragraph that require block text formatting. By default, block text style will automatically do this for you anyway.

Problems with character style symbols – If you have any ‘*’, ‘+’, ‘_’, ‘^’ or ‘~’ in your text file that are not being used for mark-up, please remember to make sure to use the backslash to escape and preserve them as ordinary text before you convert to epub with eBookerMD. Otherwise these symbols will convert to their respective character styles on conversion which might cause you problems. The best way to avoid this problem is to do a search and replace for *, +, _, ^, ~ in your text file before you mark it up. And if there are any of these characters in your text that you want to preserve as is, then just replace them with a backslash version like so -- \*, \+, \_, \^,  \~
Spacing: Do not use hard line breaks or tab indents when you format your text file because these will all automatically be removed by the eBooker app. Instead, learn to incorporate your horizontal, vertical and indent spacing using the @Markdown paragraph and heading styles. These are fully defined in The @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc

Time lapse – In fiction style, if you want a horizontal space or gap within a chapter section to represent passage of time or later then you can use the ‘@b’ or block text mark-up tag. This will also give you a convenient no-indent start to your new section with a 12pt gap or space above the paragraph.

Timelines – Timelines are normally italicized, left aligned plain text sub-headings that are used at chapter start to explicitly represent a specific time in the past or future. Use the ‘@z’ mark-up for this.

The Section Splitter – Use the section splitter – ‘@=’ -- to conveniently split sections that have no headers. Use the splitter to better organize paging in your epub. Split sections will not be displayed in the doc TOC or Nav TOC. More details on this in The @Markdown Cheatsheet.doc.
Always use @mark-up + space -- Use a right space in your paragraph style mark-up. In fact, your mark-up will be more easily seen by you if you do this. Here’s an example:
@wHe was in the dark and confused…

Or 

@w He was in the dark and confused…

Both versions will convert without problems but which mark-up version is more easily seen or noticed?

Header style variety – You’ve probably already noticed that there are two heading styles – MainHeader and ChapterHeader – which will both appear in the TOC. I’ve allowed two header styles simply for variety and individuality. This will allow you to mark up your front matter and back matter headers in perhaps sans-serif style while styling the chapter headers in a different serif style. This gives you more variety for header styling and also helps to improve the overall interior styling of the ebook. But if you just want to use one header style to style all your headers then you can do that too if you want. The choice is yours.

5 Spare paragraph styles!! : If you are formatting a fiction novel with no sub-headings then you can use the @2  to @6 @mark-up styles (subheading levels 2 to 6) as spare styles. All you need to do in Sigil  is change the attributes of these subheading styles in the CSS Stylesheet to suit your own specific formatting needs. You can easily reformat these styles in Sigil for extra text or heading styles as you like.  

Your own master stylesheet template: Once you have adjusted the paragraph styles in the on-board master.css template to your liking using Sigil for your first epub then you can save it outside Sigil as your own preferred stylesheet template and use it in your next book. To do this, just run your new text file ebook through eBookerMD and then swap the generated master.css stylesheet for your own master.css template version. Viola!! Your new epub is now formatted to your preference with your own stylesheet template. 
Caveats and Warnings

· Only ever use one paragraph style per line or per paragraph. If you use more than one paragraph style per paragraph then you will probably get errors. You can happily use character styles, links and the section splitter(@=) embedded within text marked-up with paragraph styles without problems.

· All the images that you add to your ebook should be marked up properly with the @i marker within your text file and the image files themselves should all be added to your work directory before conversion to epub. The eBookerMD application uses your marked up style names to load your image files. So if there is any discrepancy or mismatch between your marked-up images and the image files in you directory then you will get errors. Refer to The @Markdown Cheatsheet for more details. 
Troubleshooting

The only problems you are likely to get using the eBookerMD app are text encoding problems. There are over 100 possible text encodings. eBooker uses the most common text encodings – UTF-8, LATIN-1 and ASCII. So if your input text file is encoded in a weird and little used encoding like UTF-BE or UTF-LE then it will fail with encoding errors. To remedy this problem open your troublesome text file in Notepad or Notepad++ and save it again as UTF-8 or ASCII and then try running it again with the eBookerMD app. This should resolve any encoding problems.

The eBookerMD app will always generate a log file called ebmd_log.txt in you local work directory. This file will also be generated and displayed by default on your screen whenever you run the eBookerMD app.  This debug log should also be of some help to you if you have conversion problems.

eBookerMD.exe: To do dev list

Although the eBooker app works reasonably well at the moment, it is still a prototype in beta test and incomplete as far as I’m concerned. The following must, if possible, be implemented before a proper release:

· Add capability for ordered and unordered lists.

· Implement automatic conversion of dumb quotes to curly quotes.

· Currently considering an EPUB 3 version of eBookerMD. This will be far into the future, if it happens at all.
The Future: eBookerMD for Windows

It’s my eventual intention to put a windows front end on this app which will make it even easier to use. The new eBookerMD windows app will have all the functionality of the command line version plus the following added capabilities:

· You will be able to mark up your text file with @Markdown within the app’s text editor.

· Converts your marked-up text file to epub with a single button click

· The app will only have Text View for both the text file and epub
· Check/Edit Metadata

· Check/Edit TOC

· Check/Edit Guides

· Reposition the TOC file in your ebook

· Check/edit paragraph and character style attribute values through a safe interface to the epub’s stylesheet.
· In app -- check the epub stylesheet with the W3C CSS Online Validation Service

· In app -- run the online IDPF Epubcheck

· In app testing in Kindle Previewer, Kindle for PC and ADE.

· In app conversion to Kindle using kindlegen or Kindle Previewer.

· No raw text HTML at all will be shown or displayed in this application 

Bear in mind that this app is specifically for non-techie, HTML-fearing Word users. So I see little point in adding an HTML view or edit capability. If you want that then just use Sigil. In this respect, I see little advantage in re-inventing the wheel when it isn’t really needed. Although I have the greatest respect for Sigil and I use it a lot myself, I really don’t want this application to be just another Sigil clone. Remember that the eBookerMD app has one major purpose only – converting a marked up text file directly to an epub. And if you mark up your text file properly, there should be no need or reason to edit raw HTML text.

When I’ve completed and released this Windows version of eBookerMD, be forewarned that I will probably put price tag on it. It will be much cheaper to buy than any of the other epub converters like the Jutoh,  Scrivener or Atlantis etc. The price to buy eBookerMD for Windows will be in the region of $10 to $20. Having said that, the original command line version of eBookerMD will always be available and will always be free for anyone to download and use.

I must also finally point out that there are many varieties and flavours of markdown out there that you can use. These mainly concentrate on producing HTML, Latex, Word, PDF etc but they cannot automatically produce well-styled or good quality epubs. My eBookerMD app, when used together with @Markdown, is much more tightly focused on simply producing a relfowable fiction style or block text style ebook as Epub 2 and does nothing else. So I will not be adding extra conversions and export capabilities to LATEX, Word, PDF, rtf etc in my app. As I’ve already said, I am not going to reinvent the wheel. My app is there to specifically help people produce perfect epubs easily using a unique, non-techie route. That is the sole purpose of eBookerMD which will not change (no matter how many people complain about it).
