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  The independent event bureau, Public Occasion Agency (POA), was established by Jan Nauta and Scrap Marshall at the Architectural Association, London in 2009. Organised as an agency – a practice serving other practices – it aims to create audiences through cultural and intellectual transactions in the form of events: lectures, discussions, exhibitions and workshops.


  POA takes these events both seriously and light-heartedly. Far from abandoning architectural culture in search of other forms of engagement, by creating an audience from within, POA stresses the importance of architecture as an independent practice that can interact with, engage and provoke other disciplines.


  POA 1–22 is part of the ongoing archive of POA activities conducted in various sites and venues across London and beyond; from the Architectural Association to the ICA to Barbican Art Gallery to the 12th International Venice Architecture Biennale. This book is a collection of fragmented documents: previews, photographs, ephemera, reviews, reflections and opinions collated from the last two years and the first 22 POA events. Critical and inquisitive, personal and probing contributions from a variety of authors – also audience members – from across fields and disciplines and with differing agendas, propose a withdrawal from idle commentary and encourage more productive forms of participation.


  



  POA Timeline of Events


  1

  Ghost Milk: Calling Time on the Age of the Grand ProjectIain Sinclair

  Lecture

  23 February 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall, London



  
    
      
        	Samantha Hardingham

        The City is an Open Field

        	→
      

    

  


  2

  Exactitudes Ari Versluis & Ellie Uyttenbroek

  Exhibition

  27 February – 9 March 2010

  AA Bar, London



  3

  Work Your Talk

  With Expeditio (Montenegro), re:ACT (Singapore), Espacio Expresion,(Y)NCLUYE (Peru) and Posibilidadesdel Paisaj. Organised by Calvin Chua& Fabrizio Matillana

  Sharing Session

  4 March 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  4

  Exactitudes Ari Versluis & Ellie Uyttenbroek

  ***GET INFO***


  
    
      
        	Mark Campbell

        Choice by Design

        	→
      

    

  


  5

  Beyond Entropy: When Energy Becomes FormStefano Rabolli Pansera in conversation with Public Occasion Agency

  Conversation

  9 March 2010

  4pm, Fox Reading Room,

  Institute of Contemporary Arts, London



  6

  Reading List Public Occasion Agency

  Bookmark

  Summer 2010

  Commissioned by AA Bookshop



  7

  Dept of Unbinding & OverprintingThe Invisible University (David Greene & Samantha Hardingham) with John Walter

  Production Session

  27 May 2010

  6.30–7.30pm, AA Front Members’ Room,

  London



  8

  Cities, Energy, InfrastructureRichard Burdett

  Lecture

  27 August 2010

  6.40pm, Venice Biennale

  Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venice



  9

  Roadmap 2050 Reinier de Graaf

  Lecture

  27 August 2010

  8.20pm, Venice Biennale

  Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venice



  10

  Commodities, Environmental Markets and the Future of Cities Nur Puri Purini

  Lecture

  16 November 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  11

  Revisiting the Commons: Externalities in the City Kai van Hasselt

  Lecture

  18 November 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  
    
      
        	Nicholas Simcik Arese

        The Architect and Externalities:

        Translating the Commons as Design Strategy

        	→
      

    

  


  12

  Uncorporate Identity Metahaven

  Interview

  25 November 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  
    
      
        	Pier Vittorio Aureli

        Working on the Ruins of ‘Superdutch’:

        A Comment on the Work of Metahaven

        	→
      

    

  


  
    
      
        	

        Tom Vandeputte

        Transparent Fact & Fiction

        	

        →
      

    

  


  13

  The City as Performance Arnold Reijndorp

  Lecture

  30 November 2010

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  14

  On Living in a World of Facades: From Prince Potemkin’s villages to the Berlin Wall, Iraq and the Truman ShowPatrick Wright

  Lecture

  8 February 2011

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  
    
      
        	Henderson Downing

        Articulating Narrative and Counter-Narrative

        	→
      

    

  


  15

  Ground Control Anna Minton

  Lecture

  15 February 2011

  6pm, AA Lecture Hall



  
    
      
        	Carlos Villanueva Brandt

        Who is in Control?

        	→
      

    

  


  16

  Wish We Were Here – Cedric Price: Mental Notes Curated by Samantha Hardingham & Hans Ulrich Obrist

  Exhibition

  4 March – 1 April 2011

  6pm, AA Front Members’ Room



  
    
      
        	David Greene

        I Am Pondering…

        	→
      

    

  


  17

  Cedric Price Ephemera

  Publication

  Published 4 March 2011 to coincide with the exhibition Wish We Were Here



  18

  CP Savoury Fergus Henderson

  Food

  4 March 2011

  6.30–8pm, AA Front Members’ Room

  Coinciding with the exhibition Wish We Were Here



  19

  LHC: The Big Bang Factory Angelo Merlino

  Lecture

  18 March 2011

  6.30pm, AA Lecture Hall



  
    
      
        	Silvana Taher

        On the Origin of the Universe

        	→
      

    

  


  20

  The Archive as a Productive Space of Conflict Hans Ulrich Obrist, Markus Miessen, Armin Linke and Samantha Hardingham

  Discussion

  22 March 2011

  6pm, AA Front Members’ Room



  21

  OMA Briefs: Projects with a Capital P

  Publication

  Published 3 November 2011 to coincide with OMA as an Educational Model,

  Barbican Art Gallery, London



  22

  OMA as an Educational ModelBrett Steele, Carol Patterson, Natasha Sandmeier, Shumon Basar and Fenna Haakma Wagenaar, moderated by Sam Jacob

  Salon

  3 November 2011

  7pm, Barbican Art Gallery

  As part of the exhibition OMA/Progress



  
    
      
        	Ingrid Schröder

        Heterodoxy in Practice

        	→
      

    

  


  
    
      
        	

        Shumon Basar

        OMG! (OM)a Psychic Dustbin!

        	

        →
      

    

  


  



  



  



  



  



  



  Barbara-Ann Campbell-Lange


  Introduction


  The Question of the Present


  
    Ask a good enough question, spark enough curiosity, and the experiment is already worthwhile no matter what answer it gives.

    Silvana Taher, ’On the Origin of the Universe’, p 95

  


  This book is the archive of an experiment. It frames a network of ideas born of the unexpected consequences of chance interactions, where the unusual and everyday stuff of what most people are doing most of the time forms a fragmentary impression of now. It is of value not just to the Architectural Association but to any school. And not just to students but to anyone interested in thinking and making. For it describes through an unorthodox range of events and reviews the educational ethos of a school community where ‘what is architecture’ and ‘what is education’ are constantly in question. This book could be understood as a brief for working with the present, a place we seem to occupy little these days.


  Public Occasion Agency was conceived and curated by AA diploma students Jan Nauta and Scrap Marshall during the academic year 2010–11. Its philosophy was and is participatory, with speakers and audience encouraged to both propose and debate, and authors given free reign within 1000 words. Tutors lent opinions and experience, the AA Director kept a weather-eye on matters financial, but crucially, the year-long project was supported by the skills and generosity of the AA’s administrative staff, a near-invisible infrastructure of remarkable individuals who engaged in the spirit of the enterprise just as they organise the school: quietly making things possible. Structurally, POA provided a written ‘preview’ for each event, commissioned reviews from students and tutors and portraits from the photo librarian. Together these writings form the proof manuscript on my desk: a precise, hand-folded collection of introductions, essays and black and white photographs held together with a much bent metal paper fastener.


  The nature of this manuscript suggests the possibility of reconfiguration and in this way it imaginatively reflects the values of event 7 The Dept of Unbinding & Overprinting described within. For this public occasion an iconic book was cut open, rearranged, new scanned pages added and then rebound. The improvisational spirit and participatory nature of this performance disturbs assumptions about the presentation and communication of books, their seeming completion and finality. It is this idea that underpins the choice and inclusion of the POA events in this volume, the selection as intuitive as it is intellectual, with a good dose of ‘what if…’ More deliberate than a ‘happening’, less pretentious than ‘an event’, it is through the interrelationship of speaker, reviewer, audience and image that each occurrence takes on a palpable texture of the present. With impromptu photographs as inventive as the texts and lectures that inspired them, most set within five minutes’ walk of the school, we have contemporary portraits of the city as much as of each participant.


  Yet while this collection of materials will become a book, the improvisational quality of its making will be maintained in the juxtapositions between the pieces themselves and in the personal views of reviewers overlaid with those of speakers; a collaging of thoughts that changes the way we look at things. A social moment meets an atomic instant where 18 CP Savoury adjoins 19 LHC: The Big Bang Factory; ‘I Am Pondering…’ is written to Cedric Price, not about him; public occasion 6 is simply a reading list. ‘Choice By Design’ on Exactitudes confirms our complicity as audience, reminding that an act of choice always embodies an element of design; while 1 Ghost Milk binds poetry and politics, giving value to conversation as a method of research in a talk with no ‘visuals’.


  The political and financial motivations that drive the visible-invisible configurations of the city trouble a number of events and reviews. Unease underlies the sentiments of 10 Commodities, Environmental Markets and the Future of Cities, with architects bullied and scammed by economic forces; disquiet is expressed over the stealthy commoditisation of urban space in 15 Ground Control; whereas 12 Uncorporate Identity, ‘Working on the Ruins of “Superdutch”’ and ‘Transparent Fact & Fiction’ contextualise capitalist manipulation of our adaptability and spontaneity. 13 The City as Performance argues for the necessity of conflict and questions whether the architect-urbanist’s role is to stage urban life or to design the opera of the city itself. Frustration needles and destabilises in 11 Revisiting the Commons: Externalities in the City while ‘The Architect and Externalities: Translating the Commons as Design Strategy’ proposes the designer as vulnerable mediator between collectivism and autocracy. Unsurprising revelations unsettle in 14 On Living in a World of Facades where the techno-artistry of theatre laminates ancient power struggles; and the inclusion of OMA’s diploma briefs from the 1970s, 21 OMA Briefs: Projects with a Capital P show these themes recur in what and how we teach.


  If behind the formal facade of a Georgian house in Bedford Square the AA could be understood as a strange sort of educational encampment or caravanserai, a place where multiple philosophies and methodologies are pitched alongside one another, to stay awhile, to disappear, to be replaced or reappear in different guises – then the case for a paradoxical cooperation between form and activity, stricture and looseness, is made. It is possible to radically re-think a problem, avoid conformity and redefine what is exceptional, even in drawing rooms with fireplaces and moulded ceilings. The AA is in the centre of one of the world’s great capitals, dense with global exchange.


  In this stimulating and perplexing situation it is as necessary to tune-in as it is to edit-out; so as to render the over-abundance of material useful. For this reason the AA needs POA – but perhaps the AA is the only place where such an agency could exist.


  This document is more than a record of some very enterprising events; though masques, ventures, deeds or riddles might be more apt descriptions. It shows that teaching is an art, that experimentation and collaboration are as essential as they are infuriating and that ephemera are not necessarily ephemeral. It reveals the potential of coupling opportunity with responsibility in a school that is confident enough not to predetermine an outcome. I hope in future years this book will be re-read by those who made it and that POA will continue in spirit if not in form. For, I would suggest, it is only a long time afterwards that one really comes to understand something. And, by then, we’ll know what happened next…


