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			You should now be in the middle of Hiragana Lesson 1. If not, tap here. 

			The syllable a begins with a dagger, its “blade” bending to the right so as to flow into the next stroke. Below it a no-parking sign. (Note that when の is used as a “piece” of another hiragana, the cross-slash protrudes out the top slightly—a kind of “post” to hang the sign on.)

			The sound a calls to mind a playful little otter, swimming on his back in the middle of a pond whose banks are picketed on all sides by no-parking signs. On his tummy are a stack of daggers, which he is tossing one by one at the signs, clapping his paws with glee each time he hits a bull’s eye.
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			The roman letter i is drawn with two strokes, one main stroke and a dot to cap it off. So is the hiragana we are going to learn now. The first strokes of the two are almost identical. And just as, when you are writing quickly, the dot on your i often ends off over to the right, so is the second, shorter stroke of the hiragana always set to the right.

			When you practice writing the form, take a pencil and trace over the strokes as they are given below. Almost immediately you should “feel” the flow from the first stroke to the second. After practicing the form once or twice on blocked paper, test yourself on the examples that follow below.

			虍虎
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			First the pieces. The short first stroke we will take to be a puppy’s tail. Below that is つ, the incomplete 2 (pronounced, remember, tsu).

			As a word to identify this hiragana, let us think of two cities (one German, one Italian) beginning with sounds very close to the vowel sound u: Ulm and Udine.

			If you can remember to let the sound u suggest those cities, it is a short hop to the pun that will help you remember this hiragana: a tail of 2 (tsu) cities.
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			The pieces for the syllable e are a tail, a chalk line, and the letter n. Let the sound suggest an ape. And what is our ape doing? He has drawn some chalk lines on the floor of his cage to make boxes like the ones you are using to practice your hiragana, and is using a puppy’s tail (attached to the puppy!) to practice brush painting the hiragana e.
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			This hiragana is not as difficult as it might look, once you isolate the elements that make it up, fix them clearly in an image, and then, keeping that image in mind, let the tip of your pen flow with the natural grace of its form.

			The vowel o will suggest to us the figure of Old Nick, the devil himself. Unlike usual pictures of the devil, this Old Nick has not one but 2 (tsu) tails, each with a sharp dagger at the end. Note how he lashes them about menacingly.
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