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Introduction

This book is an introduction to the cursive alphabet currently being
taught in huge numbers of schools across the UK using the Wipe-
Clean method of teaching, which is found in the paperback printed
version of these books that will be published for worldwide distribution
in April 2014.

To know more, please go to any of the large book stores, Waterstones,
for example, type in my full name; John Psota-Jenkins in the search
bar and you will see the complete list of this series.

Copy and paste or click the link below:

Or indeed Amazon,
Click the link below to go directly to it.

There are six to purchase and study from. As a parent however, it
‘might be a great idea to read these little eBooks to gather pace and
your own understanding. We are frantically building and brand new
web site; www.teach2write.com that will be up and running next year
that will offer you and your child much more opportunity to learn and

grow.
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THE Books

Book One highlights and reinforces the vitally important structures
within a child’s early learning development; letter recognition,
penmanship, marking, the alphabet, sounding out, reading letters,
phonics, spelling and of course writing.

The other five within this series, teaches your child step-by-step the
fundamentals that will be taught in schools from five years old and
beyond:

Book Two - Digraphs to write; encourages and introduces
additional sounds and small words that they will be expected to learn
in Reception (5 years of age).

Book Three — Phonemes and blends; highlights extra sound
and letter combinations and blending these sounds together.

Book Four - Words you should know; shows children
almost 200 high frequency words in an array of situations.

Book Five — More High Frequency words; takes your child
to the next level in their language word base.

Book six - The world outside; this is a special book as it gives
your child a real depth of knowledge and a greater word base of the
things that they must see every day, but do not know how to spell of
say correctly.

Teaching and watching children’s development for some time now,
and running successful classes dedicated to guiding and helping
young children from three to seven years old, the beauty of learning
to recognise sounds, letters within our alphabet and all of the above,
ty to what children actually need to
get better. My classes are very successful and almost every parent has

1 have attained excellent sensi

stayed through to when they are already able and no longer need me.

Within the books I typically use fonts that are used in the majority





OEBPS/Images/image00014.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/image00013.jpeg
W

Waterstones









OEBPS/Images/cover00059.jpeg
The Write
B.ooks

eBook





OEBPS/Images/image00009.jpeg
Dedication

‘WITHOUT MY FIRST BORN; WITHOUT HIS LIFE; THIS
SERIES OF BOOKS WOULD NEVER HAVE MATERIALISED.

*
'WITHOUT MY WIFE, WHOSE JOURNEY WITH ME HAS BEEN

CONDEMNED TO A LIFE OF SOLITUDE ALL THE WHILE THESE
BOOKS WERE BEING CREATED.

1 WOULD LIKE THEREFORE, TO DEDICATE THIS
EBOOK TO SAMUEL, MY SON, AND PETRA, MY WIFE.
THANK YOU GUYS.
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Copyright

©2013 The Write Company Ltd
All rights reserved
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The Write Books
Book |

The Cursive
phabet

Y,

written by John Psota-Jenkins
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Illustrations taken from Clipart Of
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Printed pre-cursive alphabet

START THE LETTERS AT THE RED DOTS AND FOLLOW THE NUMBER
CYLCE - A COMMON SCHOOL METHOD OF LEARNING TO WRITE.

@Lr@d@
f@h@“
Elm
pqrs
wvw

Xy z
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The phonic alphabet sounds

TO LISTEN AND LEARN THE PHONIC SOUNDS OF THIS BOOK
GO TO WWW.TEACH2WRITE.COM/ PHONICSOUNDSBOOK 1

abcde
fghti]j

Elmno

pgrst

wvwxyr:<z
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Faces and spirals

3 3 : : THESE SHAPES ARE FUN!
S—" T
THEY WILL LEARN SHAPES @ @ ® @
AS WELL AS FINE MOTOR
SKILLS. O O
CREATING THESE SHAPES AND
ASKING YOUR CHILD TO
THEM WHILST KEEPING THEIR
PEN ON THE PAPER HELPS
ENORMOUSLY WITH THEIR
WRITING JOURNEY.
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Diagonals and bumps

THESE LARGER DIAGONALS REINFORCE THE DIAGONAL LETTERS AND
HELP TO ACHIEVE BETTER HAND, EYE COORDINATION

AN

/\

'STRAIGHT LINES ARE GREAT FOR TEACHING YOUR CHILD
ACCURACY AND PATIENCE.

‘THE HUMPS AND BUMPS REINFORCE THE ROUNDED SHAPED
LETTERS, SUCH AS: H,M AND M.
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Waves and Lines

ROUND, CURLING LINES HELP LETTERS WITH CURVES TO THEIR
SHAPE, SUCH AS: A,B,C,D,E,G,0,P AND Q

L
000 00 0000}

THE TALL LINES HELP EVERY LETTER WITH STRAIGHT LINES
'WITHIN THEIR PROCESS, SUCH AS: B,D,E,F,H,I,J,K,L,M,N,P,Q,R,T
AND U.

THIS DIAGONAL AND HORIZONTAL SHAPE HELPS WITH LETTERS WITH
ANGLES WITHIN THEIR PROCESS, SUCH AS: A,E,F,L,T,V,W,X AND Z.

A A A
W—W—— W~
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OPTION TWO

There are just four simple movements that your
child needs to learn how to pick up a pencil this way

Step 1
Put the pencil on the desk or table in front of
them with the tip facing away from their
tummies.

StEP 2
Open your writing hand and with the other
hand place a small piece of rectangular card
into the centre. Close the last three fingers
over it. You should now have the thumb and first finger spare.

SteP 3
Now, using just the thumb and first
finger, grip the pencil about one inch
from the tip and pick it up from the desk
or table. Grip from the top and not at an
angle.

SteP 4
Using their other hand flip the
pencil over until it rests onto the top of
the hand (until it stops). Remember to
continue to grip the card.

Gripping the card reinforces the grip and reminds them that
these fingers are better closed to hold a good grip.
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How a child should hold a pencil correctly
OPTION TWO

There are just three simple movements that your
child needs to learn how to pick up a pencil this way

Step 1

Put pencil on the desk or table in front of

them with the tip facing away from their
tummies.

Step 2
Now, using just the thumb and first
finger, grip the pencil about one inch
from the tip and pick it up from the desk
or table.

Step 3
Using their finger of their opposite hand, flip the pencil over
until it rests onto the top of their hand (until it stops like the image
below).
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You would notice that there are guiding arrows to show the child and
parent where to start and how to proceed on the un-joined alphabet.
This again is something that will be taught in schools.

The Last chapter is an introduction to words created by the letters of
the alphabet. Each letter highlights a word. It is written in both un-
joined and continuous. There is a practice part with each letter laid out
in joined up text.

Start by writing in the first outlined letter. Next, trace over the dotted
letter and finally trace over each word which is laid out in both un-
joined and joined lettering.

An image has been shown opposite the word. This will have a positive
effect as it allows the child to develop word association. This section
is very repetitive as each page is broken into groups of letters. By
completing every task within the page your child will slowly increase
their accuracy and knowledge base.

Your child will grasp this with positive and rewarding comments from
you and lots of practice. When they are skilled enough to write each
word on the lines they will be ready to progress to the next book. It
helps whilst going through this chapter to ask them to spell some of
the words they are writing: first spelling it with them, whilst pointing
at the letters and then ask them to spell it again by hiding the word.
Don't worry if they get it wrong, they will get better. Help them to blend
the sounds together.

Good Luck.
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exponentially.
Once this skill has been completed only then should you introduce
them to the next level, the standard un-joined and joined cursive
alphabet.

Although your child should not progress too quickly it is OK to allow
them to see and experiment with the other areas within the book: they
will be better prepared when they get there.

Maze Practice is an area that I have found works extremely well.
Not only does every child I have given these to, love them; they are
completely engaged as they find it a challenge and exciting. They enjoy
showing the teacher or parent that they can do it, and I find that
children tend to take their time much more when it is something that
they want to present or showcase.

Mazes are available in any good book store or by simply searching on
the internet and type in

The alphabet used within this book is the one used by almost all
schools in the UK It is a cursive script. I have used the standard
printed alphabet with no lead-ins or tails, the standard cursive with
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1 tried to layout the joined alphabet in a way that children learn to sing
the alphabet: abedefg hijklmnop qrs twv w x y z

With this section, again time is paramouant. It is a small section but
none the less important. Try the same method as the first chapter by
allowing your child to watch you complete both alphabets. Once the
child has watched you a few times and importantly watched you wipe-
off the writing and do it again, assist with him or her by holding the
wipe-clean pen and guiding their hand over both alphabets.

it o

A VIEW OF A TYPICAL PAGE THAT YOUR CHILD WILL USE TO LEARN

The objective here is to keep the pen inside the alphabet. What helps
is when each letter has been traced, to say the letter. Reinforce this by
practicing it; let your child see you mouth the word. This really helps.
When your child is confident with the sounds and staying within the
shapes of the letters and being able to write in the cursive alphabet in
a flowing motion, then they are ready to proceed.
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tails and lead-ins (un-joined version) and the continuous cursive ; this
helps parents whose schools are not as yet teaching the joined method.
This section is important in a number of ways;

1. IT REINFORCES THE HAND, EYE CO-ORDINATION

2. IT ALLOWS THE CHILD TO VISUALLY LEARN THE LETTERS WHILST TRACING THEM.
3. IT GIVES THE CHILD A BROADER UNDERSTANDING OF EACH LETTER

4. WHEN USING THE JOINED PAGES THE CHILD BECOMES AWARE OF THE NEED FOR

KEEPING THE PEN ON THE PAPER AND CREATING ‘FLOWING’ TEXT.

‘rb@d\

PRINTED PRE-CURSIVE ALPHABET

VoW Wl

PRINTED CURSIVE ALPHABET

N

)

CONTINUOUS CURSIVE ALPHABET
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Guidance notes for parents
Al the shapes shown here help to introduce your child to the

movements that are represented when learning to write.

CCOOCCCOC
DO00D0000
AUUUUUUUUULULLLLLLUL
A
ANAN

YYYYYYYYYY

The idea for parents is to encourage your child to trace over the

lines whilst at the same time trying to stay on the lines. At first your
child will not have the motor skills necessary for accuracy, but with
repetition using the Wipe-clean system (try, wipe-off and try again)
found in the Wipe-Clean Printed version [ ] they will soon
learn to write easily and most importantly, accurately.

It should be noted that parents need to be patient; not all children
progress at the same speed. When you first introduce them to these
shapes do it with them - Do it for them and make sure that they are
watching. At this stage they should just be a fly-on-the-wall, observing
you and your technique.
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If they see how it is carried out they will build upon this information
which should make it easier for them when they try.

It is important to make this process seem fun for them; learning is fun,
but young minds do have a tendency to wonder. It is your role as the
parent to influence them in an encouraging way with large dollops of
positive input.

Next, parents should then do the entire section whilst holding their

OGO
©OO®
0 &
L Sae

pen with them. Do this over two sessions or as much as you feel is

necessary. Again this reinforces the shape and movement of the pen
whilst they are building another important memory.

1 have found that this part of the entire series is crucial for your child’s
development. Once your child knows he or she can do it they will be
more receptive to the idea of doing it again on their own.

Additionally, I am an exponent of the reward system: In my experience
1 found that by offering rewards for each time that the learning process
is carried out it creates a number of positives. However, I am aware of
the long term dangers of rewarding children. I chose to reward my son
by offering games, the occasional sweet or five more minutes staying
up at bedtime; nothing major.

In addition to this my intention was to phase this out during the
education: When my little boy was on book two, he no longer
thought about the rewards as his attitude and confidence had grown
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Don't let nurseries or pre-schools take charge of your child’s
education, no matter how good they are! I am totally on the side of
these establishments getting to grips with their education though and
absolutely recognise that for the most part, they do an outstanding job.
However, as a parent, the buck stops with you.

1T IS YOU THAT THE SCHOOLS WILL TALK TO ON PARENTS EVENING, AND IT IS YOU
THAT SHOULD COME AWAY FROM THESE ALL TOO FEW MEETING HAPPY.

+  I7IS YOU THAT WILL BE PROUD AND STAND UP TALL OR SLOUCH AND HIDE YOUR HEAD

WHEN MDNG WITH THE SCHOOL MUMS BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL IN THE PLAYGROUND.

+ 715 YOU THAT HAS TO TELL YOUR PARENTS HOW GOOD OR BAD YOUR CHILD IS, AND

+ ITIS YOU THAT WILL HAVE TO PLAY CATCH-UP FOR YEARS IF YOU DO NOT GRAB

EDUCATION BY THE THROAT AND TAME IT.

This parental happiness is something that we can all obtain and [
urge you to help your child so you can have it . . . after all, don’t you
deserve a rest?

P.S. As an eBook, you will be restricted to reading this book only, and
as such your child will be unable to utilise it as I would like. However,
and because of this, I would like to offer you some solutions:

1. AS A CUSTOMER AND PURCHASER OF THE WRITE BOOKS, YOU WILL HAVE THE UNIQUE
ABILITY TO LOG ONTO OUR WEB SITE AND DOWNLOAD FRACTICE PAGES BASED ON THE BOOK

OR BOOKS THAT YOU HAVE PURCHASED. OUR WEB ADDRESS IS WWW. TEACH2WRITE.COM.

2. YOU CAN VIEW THE PAGES AND THEN WALK THROUGH THE BOOK WITH YOUR CHILD,
READING AND LEARNING TOGETHER. WEB SITE DUE TO LAUNCH FEBRUARY 2014.

3. IF YOU HAVE PURCHASED THE BOOK, OR ARE A AMAZON PRIME ACCOUNT HOLDER

AND ARE BORROWING THE EBOOK FROM THE LENDING LIERARY, | GRANT YOU PERMISSION

TO PRINT OFF THE PAGES ANYWAY THAT YOU CAN. HOWEVER, YOU ARE NOT ENTITLED TO

'DUPLICATE THESE PAGES FOR ANY FORM OF DISTRIBUTION, EVEN IF FREE.

Thank you and enjoy
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of schools across the UK although there are a small number that
use a different letter f and g in the cursive styles in the North of the
country. This should not deter parents from these books. Not only do
they give a huge foundation for your child, bearing-in-mind that the
school your child will attend or does attend, will expect them to learn
at a phenomenal pace, learning several new words and sounds every
week. As a parent myself of a young child, I know how exhausting

this learning and teaching process can be on our busy lives. You as a
parent will have to learn the phonic sounds; and I bet many of you, like
‘me when I first got involved, do not really know the sounds that your
child will need to know. Not only are there the alphabet phonic sounds,
there are also, approximately forty-four other sounds that you will have
to learn. This does take some time to master.

My advice, which is why I wrote these books in the first place, is to use
them with your child, learn at the same time. This will have a huge
impact on their learning foundation.

1 cannot stress enough, that starting early, at three years of age, to
introduce them to marking (holding a pen and encouraging them to
doodle), and letter and sound recognition, is vital. This early guidance
and reinforcement works. It ensures that your child will have a base on
which they will grow from. If they are taught when they are only just
becoming self-aware, when they are self-aware they will not know any
different and think learning is ‘normal’.

Read my books and learn yourself, then with your child, work together
as a team, encouraging each other with praise. There are many ways to
teach your child, but it is the actual teaching and taking time to teach
that really counts: I would love for you to purchase my books and use
‘my method of guiding your child, but at the end of the day, providing
you are doing it, actively, your child WILL benefit.

The important thing for you, as a parent with a new child and of
course new experiences and enormous pressures looming, is to be
prepared. Please do not fall into the trap of so many other parents and
start to realise that they should have taught little Johnny when he was
younger. If it seems too early, it is probably alright to gently start with
them.
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Table of contents
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Further reading

You may be interested in

Search to discover the following:

Book 1 - THE PRINTED ALPHABET
BoOK 2 - DIGRAPH SOUNDS TO WRITE
BooK 3 - PHONEMES AND BLENDS
BoOK 4 - WORDS YOU SHOULD KNOW
BooK 5 - MORE HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS
Book 6 - THE WORLD OUTSIDE

SERIES 1 TO 6 PRESENTED IN A WONDERFUL SLIP-CASE

These extremely well-produced paperback books, which are all
produced using a WIPE-CLEAN method of printing [this generally
means that your child can re-use these books over and over until they
have mastered each book, and even pass them down to their younger
brother or sister]. Buy just one or two or save some money, invest in
your child and purchase the set.

You can pre-order now at Amazon, Waterstones, The Book Depository,
and pretty much every other well known high street or on-line book-
store in the UK. Official release date is April 2014. Get them now to
save the disappointment later . . . they are printed in China, so when
the first edition has been snapped up, the 2nd edition will take a
month or so to ship.

Each of these WIPE-CLEAN books comes with its own special wipe-
clean pen, which even when left to dry for days on end, comes off easily
with a slightly damp tissue or a board rubber.
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u Follow on Twitter
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to read and spell. In brings out the Digraph sounds. My child’s school,
whose teacher is wonderful, is always showing my son the importance
of digraphs and I hope this book can help to highlight the great work
they do.

A digraph is simply put, a combination of letters that produce one
sound.

€ you copy thse sounds,
yoscn

WIPE-CLEAN VERSION OF BOOK TWO.

gl e
sl

EBOOK VERSION OF Book Two
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Book two - Digraph sounds to write

Congratulations on the completion of Book one - The Cursive Alphabet.
Your child will now have learned the valuable lesson of penmanship
and finer motor skills. In addition, their knowledge of the cursive
alphabet will now be better established, and a firm foundation should
have been laid down.

Mums and dads. Your wish is to teach your sons and or daughters the
value of the written word. It is your desire to see them excel. You have
already taken an excellent leap and finished the first book in the series,
the cursive alphabet, and given your child that extra help that could
benefit them with their future schooling.

Try to remember that although you are wanting your child to develop
better cursive writing skills, reading, spelling and writing is the key;
you cannot achieve one without any of the other two. All the while
your child is completing these books, ask them to spell the words in
the alphabet (yellow section) by firstly showing them the letters and
spelling by pointing at each letter, then finally to spell the word again
without them seeing the word. This will become easier for you in Book
two as you will be learning the digraph sounds which are associated
when breaking down and blending words. The more you spell with
them the stronger their memory will be for this task and the better
they will become at it; a task that continues even in adult life. It will be
crucial in their next and future steps of their schooling education . . .
do you remember the dreaded spelling tests in school . . . . the earlier
they practice the simpler this becomes?

I hope that you and your child have enjoyed this book, but we cannot
hope to improve without regular feedback from you, the parents. Go

to our web site and you will be able to leave any ideas and or thoughts
that you wish, we would be happy to receive them.

Using our web site. www.teach2write.com you will be able to download
and print additional pages of words which will highlight the type of
words found in this book or you can buy the next book in the series.
This is the thickest book in the series and in my opinion an integral
part in learning not only to write but as mentioned previously to learn
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Disclaimer

The information that is written and assembled within this eBook is
meant to supplement, not to replace any educational program.

‘The work with children’s education that I have researched, children
that I have taught privately and in a classroom setting, and my
extensive studies has led to this series of eBooks, web site and
paperback books being created, but it is only my opinion and although
this system of learning has worked very well for me, it may not benefit
everyone.

1 have made every effort to produce accurate data and write what [
know to be true, but I as the author offer no warranty, and accept no
responsibility for any loss or damage in educational terms of any kind
that may be incurred by the reader as a result of actions arising from
the use of ALL my eBooks, the web site and paperback books.

‘The reader is responsible for the use of the material within this
book and any use without permission will be an infringement of its
copyright.
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afmost there . . . . amazing
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lovely writing
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THE FRONT COVERS OF ALL SIX WIPE-CLEAN BOOKS - PRE-ORDER NOW
AT

PLEASE ALSO GO TO TO OFFER YOUR SUPPORT.
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PLEASE DON'T FORGET TO WRITE A REVIEW ON AMAZON FOR
ME . . . IT REALLY HELPS

Thank
you
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WOW, you are so good at this.
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keep it up
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you are doing very well
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from different backgrounds, educational level and ability, including
using dyslexic and dyspraxic children from right across the UK, we
discovered that this cursive font helped more children and really made
huge strides with children with learning disabilities.

Over the next several pages, you will see the type of work sheets that
form part of the first of six printed books. They follow the alphabet
that your child would have learned at the beginning of the book and
the following exercises reinforces these lessons and improves their
reading, phonic sounds (when sounded out the words with parent
participation), motor skills, letter and word formation, un-joined and
continuous cursive (joined-up), improves their word base, improves
and builds visual stimulation of word association, but above all
develops a deep confidence that is an excellent foundation from which
to start.
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write nice and steady
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see how good you are at writing
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The alphabet - Letters & word practice

‘Within this book the alphabet shows a cursive font as this is a very
common font within the UK school system.

Alongside book one, there is a duplicate book 1, called Book One - The
printed alphabet. These two books are identical in every way apart from
the font choice. This does two things for your learning child:

1. IT ALLOWS THEM TO MOVE ONTO THE SECOND, CURSIVE FONT EASILY AS THEY WILL
BE ABLE TO RECOGNISE THE IMAGES ASSOCIATED WITH THE PRINTED FONT BOOK. THIS
ENABLES THEM TO BULLD UPON THEIR WORDS ASSOCIATION, CREATING STRONG BONDS

BETWEEN THE TWO FONTS.

2. IT ENCOURAGES THEIR ‘HAPPY LEARNING'. WHEN A CHILD IS ENJOYING THEIR EDUCATION
IT 1S NORMALLY BECAUSE THEY CAN COPE WITH THE NEW TOPICS DUE TO THEIR COMFORT
AND PREVIOUS EDUCATION ON A SIMILAR SUBJECT. IN LEARNING THE SAME WORDS, IV
THE SAME CONTEXT, USING THE SAME TOOLS, BUT WITH ONLY MINIMAL DIFFERENCES,
THE TRANSITION IS KEPT TO A MINIMUM AND THE CHILD STILL REMAINS COMFORTABLE AND

RELAXED. THIS BREADS POSITIVE OUTCOMES AND A FASTER PROGRESS.

Research has been carried out by the Dyslexic Association regarding
fonts and dyslexic children. *It was discovered that dyslexic children
could adapt quicker if taught the cursive front from day one. The
reason for this is to do with the transition between fonts which can

confuse a dyslexic child. This is why government has welcomed the
change made by schools to adopt a cursive font early on within the

child’s education.

My books utilise the cursive fonts right through to the end, as I believe
they benefit a much wider audience without prejudicial short-comings.

During our extensive research and case studies on many children
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Continuous cursive alphabet

THESE ARE WHAT THE ALPHABET LOOKS LIKE WHEN THE
LETTERS JOIN TOGETHER - FLOWING AND NATURAL
OBVIOUSLY, DEPENDING UPON THE LETTER COMBINATIONS THESE
JOINS DO ALTER.
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Printed cursive alphabet

‘THESE LETTERS DO NOT JOIN UP - LEARNING LETTERS ONLY

Vol s Wels W)

zkd.am.m,aa
pgrat
N W






