

  Asara Wine Estate & Hotel


   ¹ º ƒ ¿ Þ ¸ ß • Location/map: Stellenbosch • WO: Stellenbosch/Western Cape • Est/1stB 2001 • Tasting Mon-Sat 10-6 Sun 10-4 • Fee R30/3 wines, R50/5 wines • Sales 10-5 • Closed Dec 25 • Tasting centre • Cellar tours by appt • Tour groups • Five star hotel • Raphael’s restaurant • Sansibar Cigar & Whisky Bar • Deli • Gift shop • Function & banqueting facilities • Conferences • Weddings • Owner(s) Markus & Christiane Rahmann • Estate manager Pete Gottgens • Cellarmaster(s) Francois Joubert (Sep 2009) • Winemaker(s) Francois Joubert (Sep 2009), with Tanja-Mari Goedhart (Oct 2010) • Viticulturist(s) Allan Cockcroft (2013) • 180ha/102ha (cab, merlot, p verdot, chard, sauv) • 1,000t/80,000cs own label 73% red 25% white 2% rosé • IPW • PO Box 882 Stellenbosch 7599 • info@asarawine.com • www.asarawine.co.za • S 33° 56' 35.00"  E 018° 48' 31.00" • T +27 (0)21-888-8000 • F +27 (0)21-888-8001


  When Markus and Christiane Rahmann bought this historic property — first granted in 1691 — in 2001, they named it Asara, ‘meeting point of the African gods Astar (earth), Asis (sun) and Asase (sky)’. Strategically situated at the confluence of two major access roads into Stellenbosch, it was ideal for upmarket hospitality offerings for ‘the discerning traveller’, wine amongst them. Changes come — like a new sorting table in the cellar, new labels, and tweaks to the ranges — but Avalon, the estate’s take on Italy’s Amarone, remains constant and a favourite.


  Speciality Collection


  ³ Bell Tower Estate Wine ð Was just ‘Estate Wine’. Malbec-led blend of 5 Bordeaux red varieties, 07 had ‘wet leaf’ character when tasted a few years back, but fruit to balance pliable tannins. WO W Cape.


  µ Avalon Striking wine for contemplation from vine/air-dried shiraz & pinotage (increased to 22%). Heady prune perfume on 09, luscious ripe fruit & a little residual sugar supported by riveting acid, firm build & warming 16.5% alcohol. 3 years in older oak; much longer life ahead.


  ³ Carillon Å Was ‘Noble Late Harvest’. Golden botrytis-infused dessert from chenin. Improving on last-tasted 09, 12 (µ) lovely peachy purity, juicy flesh enriched but not dimmed by 10 months in older French oak. Low 10% alcohol & whistle-clean finish make for most elegant sipping.


  Nouveau Š Å „ From gamay noir, more rosé than light red, 13 full of joie de vivre & juicily sweet raspberry flavours. White Cab Å ¢ Was ‘Cabernet Sauvignon Blanc’. Red grape vinified as white. Light, acidic, off-dry 13.


  Vineyard Collection


  µ Petit Verdot Variety noted for perfume & natural acidity; 09 (³), now bottled, captures a little of the former, more of the latter — to pleasing overall effect, though previous 06 excited more.


  Cabernet Sauvignon Å ² Straightforward 10’s rather sombre dark fruit leavened by a few grams sugar; good tannin support. Lacks depth of 09 (³). Merlot Å ¯ 10 altogether leaner, less fleshy than previous. Pleasant if fleeting spice, red berries; finishing nip of bitterness. Shiraz Å ² Modern-style 10 replete with outspoken spice, red berries & smoky oak. Rich, smooth texture framed by gentle tannins. Cape Fusion Å ¯ Sturdy 11 pinotage, shiraz, malbec blend; plummy with smoky oak overtones. Chardonnay Lightly Wooded Â Å „ Toasty oak more evident than ‘light’ in 12. Short ageing may harmonise wood with sweetish, lemony flesh. Sauvignon Blanc Å ² 13 improvement on previous & nicely balanced for immediate drinking. Satisfying tropical fruit purity expanded by lees-ageing. Clean & dry.


  Classic Collection


  Sauvignon Blanc-Chardonnay Ð Å „ Was ‘Ivory’. Sauvignon fruit fleshed out with chardonnay & little chenin. 13 tasty & quaffable.


  Merlot Â Å « Tart red plum on lean, brusque 11. Shiraz Â Å „ Heady scents of red fruit, oak vanilla on 11. Big 15% alcohol, a few grams sugar. Merlot Cabernet Sauvignon ð Š Å „ Was ‘Ebony’. Mulberry-laden 10 merlot-cab a bit brash but utterly drinkable. Pinotage Rosé Å ¢ Was just ‘Rosé’. Tutti-frutti off-dry 13. Sauvignon Blanc Â Å „ Sprightly 13, medium-bodied & nicely lingering tropical fruit. — AL



