
  
    Chapter 9


    God's Help


    “…God sent me to the help of the King of France.”


    Joan of Arc, Trial of Condemnation, March 17, 1431


    “Help! I need somebody. Help! Not just anybody.Help!You know I need someone… Help!!” © Lennon/McCartney 1965


    


    Did John Lennon have 'God's Help' in mind when he wrote this song? Nah. I don't think so.[1] But looking at these lyrics today, it does seem that they could be directed towards Him. Certainly they express feelings we can all identify with. We all need some help! Fortunately, help is available. The Bible says, “…do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” Isaiah 41: 10


    


    For Joan of Arc, God's help was not something obscure or difficult to grasp. She experienced it first hand, and recognized it as such. From the time she was a child, it was a natural part of her life: “Above all, Saint Michael told me that I must be a good child, and that God would help me.”[2] As time passed, her implicit trust in Him and His help continued to grow and be strengthened. Before her examination by church authorities in Poitiers, she said, “I know that I shall have much to do in Poitiers. But my Lord will help me. In God's name, let us go on!”[3]


    


    During her Trial, she again spoke of God's help. And, of leaving up to Him the form it should take:


    Question: “Did you ask your saints if…you would win every battle you entered, and be victorious?” Joan: “They told me to take it up bravely and God would help me.”[4] 


    And here's an interesting quote: “My voices have told me that, if I want our Lord to help me, I must lay all my deeds before Him.”[5] This calls to mind a verse from 1 John: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1: 9 Joan took this to heart. Wishing to help the people of Compiègne who were under English siege, she made an unsuccessful prison escape when she jumped from a seventy foot high wall! She survived, but this easily could have killed her. Her messengers had forbidden her many times to jump. She testified that after this ill-conceived attempt, she “…confessed it, and begged our Lord to forgive me for it, and I have our Lord's pardon for it. And I think it was not right for me to jump-it was wrong.”[6]


    But what about us? What about the great majority of people who are not having daily conversations with angels?[7] How exactly does God help us? Well, in many ways. Let's take a look at seven of them, and Joan's willingness to gratefully make use of them all.


    


    1) The Church


    “She was the most perfect daughter of her Church; to her its sacraments were the very Bread of Life; her conscience, by frequent confession, was kept fair and pure as the lilies of Paradise.” Speaking about Joan of Arc, Andrew Lang[8]


    


    “I love God, I serve Him; I am a good Christian;


    I wish to help and maintain the Church with all my power.”


    Joan of Arc, Trial of Condemnation, April 18, 1431


    


    When stocking up on 'God's Help', a home church is essential. God often speaks and acts through other believers and clergy. Paul tells us to “Bear one another's burdens.” Galatians 6: 2 In 2 Corinthians he says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” 2 Corinthians 1: 3-4 


    


    Once upon a time, I believed it best to look to God strictly through His creation. Nature for example. I didn't need, nor want, to go to any "@#$%&!" organized church! I had my own ideas about 'those church people', and I didn't want to be around a bunch of hypocrites. It took me years to figure out that I was one of them. In fact, at one time or another, in one way or another, we all qualify as hypocrites.[9] Adding hypocrisy to my already long and still growing list of sins finally brought me to a better understanding of just who these church people were, who I was, and the value of the church.


    


    “The Church is the only fellowship in the world where the one requirement for membership is the unworthiness of the candidate.”[10] Churches are not fortresses for 'good people'. Far from it. These 'good people' are the sinful, the imperfect, the fallen, the very sick.[11] As Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5: 31-32 Indeed, may we put our faith not in the flawed efforts of frail Christians, but rather in the powerful and proven person of Jesus the Messiah. The church is simply all these extremely flawed people worshiping God with others equally diseased. As has often been said, the church is the hospital for the spiritually sick. And the disease we all have is sin, and we can't cure ourselves. In fact its a terminal condition.[12] Although I still love nature, and try to spend as much time as possible in the great outdoors, it can't take the place of communal worship. It was never meant to: “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another…” Hebrews 10: 25


    


    Joan of Arc certainly knew the importance of the church. Even as she was being persecuted by it, she loved the church with her whole heart: “As for the Church, I love it and I would wish to support it with all my might for the sake of our Christian faith: it is not I who should be prevented from going to church and hearing mass!”[13] Those who knew her often testified to her love and devotion of the church. Here's a sampling:


    


    “Jeanne…often attended Church. Sometimes, when the village bell rang for service, I saw her kneel down and pray with great devotion.”[14]


    


    “Often did she confess her sins. Every day, when he (i.e. Messire Guillaume Fronte, Cure of Domrémy) celebrated Mass, she was there.”[15]


    


    “Joan the Maid…went frequently to church and frequently confessed. The cause of my knowing this is that I was, in those days, churchwarden at the church of Domrémy and often did I see Joan come to church, to Mass and to Compline. And when I did not ring the bells for Compline, Joan would catch me and scold me, saying that I had not done well; and she even promised to give me some wool if I would be punctual in ringing for Compline…”[16]


    


    “I was brought up with Jeannette, close to her house. I know that she was good, simple and pious, and that she feared God and the Saints. She loved Church and Holy places; she was very charitable, and liked to take care of the sick. I know this of a surety, for, in my childhood, I fell ill, and it was she who nursed me. When the Church bells rang, I have seen her kneel down and make the sign of the Cross…”[17]


    


    “My father's house joined the house of Jacques d'Arc: so I knew her well. We often spun together, and together worked at the ordinary house-duties, whether by day or night. She was a good Christian, of good manners and well brought up. She loved the Church, and went there often, and gave alms from the goods of her father. She was a good girl, simple and pious so much so that I and her companions told her she was too pious.”[18]


    


    “She was a good girl, simple and gentle; she went willingly and often to Church, and Holy places. Often she was bashful when others reproached her with going too devotedly to Church…I did not know of Jeanne's departure: I wept much; I loved her dearly for her goodness and because she was my friend.”[19]


    


    “She was simple and good, frequenting the Church and Holy places. Often, when she was in the fields and heard the bells ring, she would drop on her knees.”[20]


    


    “Joan was of good behavior, devout, patient, going readily to church, willingly to confession, and gave alms to the poor when she could, as I witnessed, both in the town of Domrémy and at Burey, at my house, where Joan resided during a period of six weeks.”[21]


    


    There can be no doubt of Joan's love of the church, and the great role it played in her life. Nonetheless, her first and ultimate allegiance to God was always very clear, as we see from this part of her trial testimony:


    


     Question: “If the Church Militant (i.e. the church on earth) tells you that your revelations are illusions or somehow diabolic, would you defer to the church?”


     Joan: “In that case, I would defer as always to God, whose command I have always obeyed, and I know well that what is contained in this trial comes through God's command, and what I have affirmed in the process that I have done by God's command. It would be impossible for me to do the contrary. And should the Church Militant command me to do otherwise, I would not defer to any man of the world, other than our Lord, whose good command I have always done.”


     Question: “Do you believe that you are subject to the church of God that is on earth, that is to say, to our lord the pope, to the cardinals, Archbishops, bishops, and other prelates of the church?”


     Joan: “Yes, so long as Our Lord is first served.”


     Question: “Have you received the command from your voices not to submit to the Church Militant, which is on the earth, nor to her judgment?”


     Joan: “I shall not answer anything that comes into my head, but what I do answer is at the command of my voices; they do not command me not to obey the church, God being first served.”[22]


    


    This is in line with what the Bible teaches. When there is a contradiction between authority (i.e. any authority, be it church, government, or other) and God, that “…We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29 (KJV) Ideally of course, there should be no contradiction between God's word and the church. But fallible man being what he is, this has not always been the case. Joan, the illiterate peasant girl, uncluttered with 'great learning', here again gets to the heart of the matter: “It seems to me that our Lord and the Church are one and the same, and that no one should make difficulties about that. Why do you make difficulties about it not being one and the same?”[23]


    


    On matters of theology and doctrine, there has always been debate and often great discord within the church.[24] Joan's time was no exception. From 1378 to 1417 there was a split within the Church, which came to be known as the Papal Schism. This was based on two men who both claimed to be the true pope. At one time there were actually three popes simultaneously![25] A century later, the birth of the Protestant Church (1517) led to even more intense disagreement, increasing violence and eventually war.[26] And so it goes. Today the Catholic church claims Joan of Arc as their own.[27] Others call her “the first Protestant”.[28] Admirers from the Feminist movement proclaim her their female mystic.[29] Some in the New Age Movement see her playing a central part in their 2012 end of the world predictions.[30] And so on…Whatever our position regarding Joan, keeping our eyes on the Savior, come what may, is the ticket. If we do that, the love of Jesus will spur us on to “a profound love for the church”[31]. As Pope Benedict XVI said so well: “…In Jesus Joan contemplated the whole reality of the Church, the 'Church triumphant’ of Heaven, as well as the 'Church militant’ on earth. According to her words, 'About Jesus Christ and the Church, I simply know they’re just one thing.’ This affirmation, cited in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (n. 795), has a truly heroic character in the context of the Trial of Condemnation, before her judges, men of the Church who were persecuting and condemning her. In the Love of Jesus Joan found the strength to love the Church to the very end, even at the moment she was sentenced…Dear brothers and sisters, with her luminous witness St Joan of Arc invites us to a high standard of Christian living: to make prayer the guiding motive of our days; to have full trust in doing God’s will, whatever it may be; to live charity without favoritism, without limits and drawing, like her, from the Love of Jesus a profound love for the Church.”[32] And in His true church, God's help is present in spades.


    


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


    


    2) God's Word


    Question: “Do you believe that the Holy Scriptures


    have been revealed by God?” Joan of Arc: “You know it well; I know it well!” Trial of Condemnation, April 18, 1431


    


    “The Bible is no mere book, but a Living Creature, with a power that conquers all that oppose it.” Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)


    


    The authentic Christian church will always be focused on God's word. We know from experience that reading His word brings a sense of peace and purpose. “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.” Romans 15: 4 Even in this crazy world, seemingly totally out of control, the Scriptures provide us tangible help. They explain the meaning of life, and reveal the way to life beyond death. They help us understand that we will have to suffer, but that our suffering is temporary, and that good can result from it. They strengthen our faith, and give us assurance that we can endure and persevere, like so many before us have done. They give evidence of God's love, wisdom, power, and faithfulness to His promises. And in times of need, they reinforce that God can and will help us.[33]


    


    “I am busily engaged in the study of the Bible. I believe it is God's Word because it finds me where I am.” Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


    3) Prayer


    “Work as if you were to live a hundred years,


    pray as if you were to die tomorrow.”Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)[34]


    


    “Often when we were all at play, Jeannette would retire alone


    to 'talk with God’. I and the others laughed at her for this.”


    Jean Waterin of Greux, laborer, Trial of Nullification


    


    Prayer too brings us into His presence. It is He who“…is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalm 46: 1 From Joan of Arc, we see a life from beginning to end centered in prayer (see Chapter 5-God's Time). A prayerful person is a strong witness to others in itself. And as we see from the following, Joan made a strong impression in this regard to many who knew her:


    “She was no dancer; and, sometimes, when the others were singing and dancing, she went to prayer.”[35]


    “She was not fond of playing, at which we, her companions, complained…she was more often in Church at prayer.”[36]


    “Sometimes, when the village bell rang for church service, I saw her kneel down and pray with great devotion.” [37]


    “I was…attached to the Chapel of the Blessed Mary at Vaucouleurs. I often saw Jeanne in this Chapel; she behaved with great piety, attended Mass in the morning, and remained a long time in prayer.”[38]


    “Every day after dinner she was for a long time on her knees, and also at night; and she often went into a little Oratory in the house and there prayed for a long time.”[39]


    No matter what we are facing, prayer leads us right to His side. Even in the midst of intense suffering. “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.” James 5: 13 (ESV) He will never abandon us. “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13: 5 And He is with us everywhere. Be it the highest mountain, the deepest sea, or the moon above.[40]


    “Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1: 9


    


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


    


    4) Eternal Life


    “Death gives us sleep, eternal youth, and immortality.” Jean Paul [41]


    


    “Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’” John 11: 25-26


    


    Still another help we receive from God, is the knowledge of eternal life with Him. On the day of his death, John Newton said, “I am still in the land of the dying; I shall be in the land of the living soon.”[42] We all suffer. But Christians have the assurance that we can endure, that God will help us, that the result will be for our good, and that in the end we will have eternal life in Heaven. Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”[43] As we saw in the previous chapter, this 'eternal life knowledge' was a big comfort to Joan on the day of her death. “‘Master Pierre, where shall I be this night?’ And Master Pierre answered her, ‘Do you not have good hope in God?’ She answered him, ‘Yes, and by God’s grace I shall be in Paradise.’”[44] No matter what our situation is, we can carry on, knowing that one day we too will find ourselves at the gates of Heaven.


    


    “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Romans 8: 18


    


    In the mean time, we are told to tell the world about God, and to testify to His Son Jesus, who offers us eternal life.[45] And one day, this “testimony shoe” will be on the other foot:


    “Whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the Angels of God.” Luke 12: 8


    


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


    5) “…the Angels of God.”


    Luke 12: 8 “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you to guard you along the way and to bring you to the place I have prepared.” Exodus 23: 20


    “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some peoplehave shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13: 2


    For a few, like Joan of Arc, God's help may come in the form of direct intervention. Angels are spiritual beings created by God to serve Him. The Bible mentions them nearly 300 times. The author of Hebrews describes them as, “ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation…” Hebrews 1: 14 (NAS) As you see, angels are not directed to render service to “everyone”, but rather specifically for believers in God. Joan of Arc made an interesting comment in this regard, “They (i.e. angels) often come among Christian people and are not seen. I have seen them many times among Christians.”[46] 


    Some angels joined Satan during his rebellion in heaven, and so were with expelled from heaven with him (see Isaiah 14:12-20; Ezekiel 28:1-19; Revelation 12:7-9). The Bible calls these fallen angels “demons” (e.g. Deuteronomy 32: 17, Psalm 106: 37, Matthew 7: 22, Matthew 12: 24, Mark 16:17…). They now stand in active opposition to God's work and plans.


    Those who remained loyal to God, carry out His will. They protect (e.g. Exodus 23: 20…), direct (e.g. Matthew 1: 20-21…) and provide (e.g. Exodus 23: 20…). They reveal God’s word[47] (e.g. Acts 7:38, 53; Gal. 3:19; Heb. 2:2), punish evildoers (e.g. Matthew 13: 40-42…), and carry out His judgments (e.g. Revelation 6-17…). The Psalmist says: “Bless the LORD, you His angels, Mighty in strength, who perform His word, Obeying the voice of His word! Bless the LORD, all you His hosts, you who serve Him, doing His will.” Ps. 103: 20-21


    For the most part they remain unseen by human eyes. Personally, I have never seen one. Have you? I have met only one person who did. And for her, it was an unforgettable experience. Holy angels never draw attention to themselves. Typically, they do their work and disappear. Most of their ministry is done without us even being aware of their presence. But their presence is assured, and powerful. “For he will command his angels concerning you, to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” Psalm 91: 11-12


    



    When determining if angels are 'Heaven-sent', there are three things we can look for:


    



    1) their ministry would never contradict the Bible


    2) their actions would always be consistent with the character of Jesus


    3) an angel from God would always glorify God, not the angel. 



    And Scripture tells us that they are never to be worshiped. Jesus said, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” Luke 4:8 (see also Exodus 20: 3; Deuteronomy 6: 5; Deuteronomy 6: 13) Here's an object lesson regarding this: “Then the angel said to me, 'Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’ And he added, 'These are the true words of God.’ At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, 'Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your brothers and sisters who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.’” Revelation19: 9-10.


    If we are not to worship angels, then it follows that we aren't to pray to them either. In the Bible we find no precedent, no example, no suggestion, no encouragement, no hint nor permission, for doing so. “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Tim. 2: 5 Angels are God’s servants, and our prayers and worship should go to Him, not His servants. God says,“I will not share my glory with another.” Isaiah 42: 8 Joan of Arc is a good example in this regard. When faced with God's holy messengers, she shows them proper reverence, but never speaks of praying to or worshiping them in any way:


     Question: “Your King and you, did you do reverence to the Angel who brought the sign?”


     Joan of Arc: “Yes; I made a salutation, knelt down, and took off my cap.”[48] 


    During her Trial of Condemnation, Joan of Arc often spoke of angels. For her, they were as real as anything in this world. “I saw them with the eyes of my body as well as I see you.”[49] All through the trial, her adversaries went to great lengths trying to connect her “voices” with the dark side. But from the beginning of her trial, Joan identified this “voice” as an angel: “…I believe it was sent to me from God. When I heard it for the third time, I recognized that it was the voice of an angel. It has always guarded me well…”[50] Five days later (Feb. 27, 1431), she added some further information: “It was Saint Michael. I saw him before my eyes. He was not alone, but duly attended by heavenly angels…”[51] Nonetheless the prosecutors, following their own agenda, nearly always referred to Joan's angels or messengers as “your voices”.


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


    


    6) Holy Spirit


    “The Wizard of Oz says look inside yourself and find self. God says look inside yourself and find the Holy Spirit. The first will get you to Kansas. The latter will get you to heaven. Take your pick.”


    Max Lucado[52]


    


    “I used to ask God to help me. Then I asked if I might help Him.I ended up by asking God to do His work though me.”Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) was a British Protestant Christian missionary to China.


    


    When we become believers and followers of His Son Jesus, God sends us His Holy Spirit to help us. In fact, Jesus actually refers to Him as the 'Helper'. Sometimes, in times of great need, I have felt an overwhelming sense of joy in God's presence. I don't know how else to describe it. I believe that this is indeed one manifestation of His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit wants to help us, and will if we allow Him to. Jesus said: “And I will pray to the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” John 14: 16-18 NKJ


    


    According to the Bible, the Spirit of God helps us in many ways, including…


    


     -with prayer: “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Romans 8: 26 NKJ


    


     -testifying about Jesus: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1: 8 NKJ


    


     -encouraging us: “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God…” Romans 8: 16


    


     -guiding us: “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you…” John 16: 13 NKJ


    


    Joan allowed herself to be guided by the Spirit of God from beginning to end, as several testified: “Jeanne was led by the Spirit of God.” Husson Le Maitre of Viville[53]


    


    “I never observed in her nothing deserving reproof, and from her manner of life and actions I believe she was inspired by God.” Maitre Reginald Thierry[54] 


    


    “When Jeanne was in her lodging, she, being led by the Spirit, cried out: 'In God's Name! our people are hard pressed.’ … arming herself, she went to the Fort of Saint Loup, where there was an assault being made by the King's people on the English: and no sooner had Jeanne joined in the attack, than the fort was taken.” Simon Baucroix[55]


    


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


     


    7) Keeping our eyes on the Savior


     “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus…!!” Joan of Arc, at the stake, May 30, 1431


    


    “And everyone who calls on the name of the


    Lord will be saved.” Acts 2:21


     


    Of course, God's greatest help presents itself in His son, Jesus. After all, He comes not just to help us, but ultimately to save us. Joan of Arc understood this to the core of her being. As she was being burned alive at the stake, “…she cried out more than six times, ‘Jesus!’…so that everyone present could hear it; almost all wept with pity.”[56] No doubt, she was literally calling out to the Son of God, that He deliver her from her agony. For centuries people have called out to Him by name, often in times of desperation. For believers, His name is regarded as holy[57], and not to be taken lightly. But for many others, the name of Jesus is used at best as a simple sentence-filler or an exclamation. Or perhaps worse, such as an epithet or obscenity. And this with no apparent concern over any possible misuse of His holy name. For some this reflects a willful ignorance. For others, simply a deep animosity. What is it about this man that stirs up such powerful feelings among both believers and unbelievers? Just who is this Jesus? Although questions about His' identity will certainly continue, one day there will be no more questions. As Paul says,“…God exalted him to the highest place, and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Philippians 2: 9-11


    


    Joan, for her part, had no questions: “…I believe that our Savior Jesus Christ suffered death and passion for us. And that which makes me believe it, is the good counsel, comfort and good doctrine which he has given me.”[58] On the day of her death she said, “I believe that He alone can deliver me.”[59] This is consistent with the Bible. Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14: 6 And speaking about Jesus,“…Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit…,” echoed this: “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.” Acts 4: 8, 12


    


    Even chained to the stake, Joan became one last time a powerful witness to Jesus: “With great devotion, Joan asked to have the cross, and when an Englishman who was present there heard her, he made her a little one in wood from the end of a stick, which he handed to her, and she took it devoutly and kissed it, making a pious lamentation to God, our redeemer, who had suffered on the cross…and she put that cross in her bosom, between her flesh and her garments.”[60]


    Then she said to Brother Isambard (who served as an assessor at her trial),“I pray you, go to the nearest church, and bring me the cross, and hold it up level with my eyes until I am dead. I would have the cross on which God hung be ever before my eyes while life lasts in me.”[61] Her request was granted. “Brother Isambard hurried to the church and came back with the processional crucifix. Mounting the scaffold with it, for she was now chained to the stake, he held it to her lips. But now the fire was lighted and as the flames crept up she begged him to descend, holding it always before her.”[62] “Friar Isambart…attested that Joan, being already surrounded by the flame, never ceased up to the end to proclaim and to profess in a high voice the holy name of Jesus…”[63]


    


    For Joan, as well as believers throughout the ages, Jesus is both Lord and Savior. He strikes a deep chord with many non-believers also. Here are some examples:


    “I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the Nazarene…No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life.” Albert Einstein, from interview with G.S. Viereck.


    “A man who was completely innocent, offered himself as a sacrifice for the good of others, including his enemies, and became the ransom of the world. It was a perfect act.” Mahatma Gandhi


    “I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all history.” H.G. Wells


    “I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between Him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creation of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die for Him.” Napoleon Bonaparte[64]


    May we, like Joan, keep our eyes fixed on Jesus to the very end. “…let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus…so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” Hebrews 12: 1-3


    ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


     Cosmic Battle


    “We are engaged in a Cosmic Battle to define the truth. But truth does not wait on reason of man to be defined, truth is simplyreality from Gods perspective, His opinion and the intentional design of all He created.” Douglas L. Thompson[65]


    The Bible says that there is a war going on. One that goes beyond what we can experience with the five senses. When the Bible mentions angels, demons, spiritual forces in heavenly places, or Satan, it is referring to this unseen reality. Although we only get a veiled picture of this world, we do get a few glimpses, such as: “…For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground…” Ephesians 6:10-20


    Joan of Arc seems to have experienced some of this ongoing, unseen battle first hand. At the siege of Saint-Pierre-le-Moutier, the French army's assault was failing. Their retreat was already under way when Jean d'Aulon saw the Maid. She was “…surrounded be a very small group of her men and a few others. Riding toward her, I asked what she was doing alone and why she did not withdraw like the others. She removed her helmet from her head and answered that she was not alone and that she still had in her company fifty thousand of her men and that she would not depart from there until she had taken the city. At that time, despite what she said, she did not have with her more than four or five men…I said to her directly that she should leave and retire as the others had done; and then she said that I should bring some bundles of sticks and wicker hurdles to make a bridge over the town moat so that they could approach better. Having just given me that instruction, she cried out in a loud voice: 'To the bundles and the hurdles, everybody, make the bridge!’---which was prepared swiftly and then accomplished. I was entirely amazed, for the city was taken all at once by her assault, without finding therein very much resistance.”[66]


    This brings to mind a passage from 2 Kings: “When the servant of the man of God (i.e. Elisha) got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. 'Oh no, my lord! What shall we do?’ the servant asked. 'Don’t be afraid,’ the prophet answered. 'Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.’ And Elisha prayed, 'Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.’ Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” 2 Kings 6: 15-17


    Espionage, double-agents, treason…all play a part in wars waged here on earth. So too in this cosmic war between good and evil. We must remember that Satan has his own fallen 'angels'. And the world is full of double-agents, i.e. false Christs, false believers and false angels…all spouting false doctrine.[67] The Bible says as much. Some “…people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve.” 2 Cor. 11: 12-15


    “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.” 1 Timothy 4 Discernment is essential. But how? Paul gives us one important way: we must know what God's word says. “But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!” Galatians 1: 8-9 Strong words!


    As we all know, God does not always use supernatural ways to help us or take away our suffering or problems. In fact, He may allow these things as a tool for growth, to witness to others, to show the character of Christ…Paul provides us an object lesson on this. He prayed three times that God take away his 'thorn'. Instead of doing that, He gave him His grace, which was enough: “Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.' Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10 We probably won't see the whole picture until we get to Heaven. So until then, we must remember that Father Knows Best, and that He will provide the help and strength needed to endure whatever we face. As we've seen, God's help is plentiful and diverse. But will we make use of the help available? It seems that too often we do not. Joan of Arc, on the other hand, took full advantage of everything offered. During these turbulent times, we'd be well served to do as she, and latch on to all the help we can get.


    “So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?’” Hebrews 13: 6
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