CHAPTER ELEVEN
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Une hectare --~—
a piece of Planet Earth

I'm often told: "Why do you make such a fuss over one hectare? —
there are more important things." But in my view there is nothing
more important in our life right now than to return the Earth to its
original flourishing state.
And that is why I keep talking about a hectare of family land —
behind it, after all, there is something immeasurably more significant.
I don't always have the reasoning and intellectual capacity — nor,
perhaps, the temperament — to explain this, but when there's even
just a little breakthrough and people understand, well, I consider that
a victory.
One occasion in particular stands out. The year was 2003.
Switzerland. Ziju"ich. An international fortnn. I was invited by the
organisers and allotted a time to speak. I began talking about an idea
that saw its birth in Russia, but the audience didn't appear all that
receptive.
Then there was a question from the floor: "How do you tie in this
hectare of land with Man's spiritual development? Perhaps the
problem of land tillage is important enough for Russia, but these
questions have long been resolved in Europe. We're here to talk about
spirituality." A little nervous, I began my reply this way:
I'm talking about a hectare of land and setting up one's family domain
on it, and some people might think that's a rather primitive notion. We
have to talk about the great teachings on spirituality, they say,
because that is the topic of this prestigious European forum. I know —
I was told by the organisers — that sitting before me in this
auditorium are well-known innovative educators, philosophers and
writers on spirituality from all over Europe, along with other thinkers
on this topic who are no less important. But it is precisely because I
am mindful of the composition of this audience here before me that I
am specifically talking about a hectare of land.

